THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  ILLINOIS 
LIBRARY 

639-05 
V52 


StORAGS 


Digitized  by  tlie  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2015  . 


https://archive.org/details/fishinggazettede5219unse 


duppletnent  to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  July|  7,  1906.] 

DEVOTED  TO 

ANGLING,  RIVER,  LAKE,  AND  SEA  FISHING, 

AND  FISH  CULTURE. 


EDITED  BY  R  B.  MAESTON. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ESTABLISHED  ISTT. 


VOL.  LII.,  JANUARY  TO  JUNE,  1906. 


LONDON : 

OFFICE   OF  THE  FISHING   GAZETTE,  LIMITED 
ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTEK  LANE,  E.G. 


[Supplement  to  The  Fishing  Gazeite,  July  7,  1906. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Allcock,  Messrs.,  106  .    i  i 

Angling  Scenes  by  Loch  and  Riverside, 

11,  28,  29,  47,  63 
Bantry  Tweed.s,  10? 
Bass  Jumping.  91 
Bean,  Mr.  Tarleton  H.,  105 
Bognor,  Sea  Fisliing  at.  226 
Boyne,  The:  A  Morning's  Catch,5100 
Caranx  or  Kokari  caught  at  Port  Blair, 

94 

Churchill,  Viscount,  204 
Coles.  Mr.  Thomas,  202 
Conway,  Three  Views  on  tlie,  20,  21 
Cooper,  Mr.  Abraham,  R.A.,  81 
Dace  or  Chub  ?  140 
Derwent,  Jhe  Yorkshire,  95 
Desborough,  Lord.  205 
Donegal,  Glenties  and  Ow(!nt()cker,  142 
Dunkineely,  ."118 
Exo  Valley  Fishery,  The,  23 
Fish  Carriers.  249,  263 
Hamilton,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George, 
248 

Hawes  Water,  179 


IHavtrs,  Mr.  Adam,  36 
Hungerford  and  Kennet  Valley 
i     Fisheries,  40,  41 

Inver,  The  Upper,  Three  Views,  446, 
447 

Irawadi,  Fishing  on  the,  58 
Italian  Angler  off  Trout  Fishing,  31 
i  Jaff6,  Herr  S.,  262 
Keswick,  Thirlmerc  Ltike,  5() 
Land's  End,  near  Penzance.  43 
■Lawrence,  Mr.  R.  B..  129 
(Leistering  in  the  Tweed,  201 
Loch  Tay,  Battle  Rock,  161 
Mahseer,  291b.,  425  ;  taken  at  Tangrot. 
301 

I  Making  a  Split-Cane  Rod,  410,  423 
Malloch's  Illustrated  Catalogue,  from, 

388,  389 
!  Marked  Fish,  406 

Martinez  Cup,  The,  214 
j  Maskinonge  in  Rice  Lake,  90 
I  Miller,  Sam,  and  his  Son,  43 
!  Naver,  The,  Three  Views,  409 

Norway,  Fishing  on  the  Aaro,  477 


Obbc,  The,  West  Wing,  407 
Parker,  Sir  Hyde,  7 
Patchett's,     Mr.,     Inventions,  280, 
281 

Pike  from  Dorwentwuter,  54  ;  21  lb., 
Kennet,  110;  241b.  and  16lb.,  taken 
on  Same  Day,  223  ;  with  Turned-up 
Snout,  268  ;  Mr.  Oliver  Procter's 
31  lb.,  316 

Rail  for  Taking  Length  of  Fish,  265, 
370 

Razor,  The  Gillette  Safety.  420. 
Richardson,  Mr.  James,  398 
Richmond  and  Gordon,  The  Duke  of, 
122 

Rudd.  140  taken  in  a  Week.  445 
Salmon    from    the    Voss    River,    3  ; 
marking,  57  ;   and  sea-trout,  to  dis- 
tingiiisii,  109  ;  fishing  at  Kilrea,  314  ; 
I     fishing  on  the  Tay,  330.  331.  348. 
I     349  ;   Six  Hampshire  Avon,  332 
j  Scottish  Tweeds,  887 
Spey.  P'ochabers  Bridge  Pool,  123 
Strength  of  Fish,  Comparative,  198 


Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  5,  6,  9,  44, 
59,  72,  75,  76,  92,  108,  111,  128,  143, 
145,  157,  158,  163,  183,  207.  224,  245, 
246,  249,  267,  280,  281,  302,  304,  316, 
317,  334,  346,  366,  367.  372,  424.  428, 
429.  463 

Tarpon,  A  CiPsar  Creek,  199 

Tay  at  Aberleldy.  The,  228 

Tay,  Salmon  Fisliing  on  the,  330,  331, 
348,  349 

Thunder  and  Lightning,  80 

Tiber,  Fishing  in  the,  42 

Trout,  Thirty-three  Year  Old,  104  ;  a 
Hampshire,  369  ;  Windermere,  431 

Twickenham  in  1841,  Thames  above, 
78  ►  ' 

Voss  River  Salmon,  3 
Vyrnwy  and  Vyrnwy  River,  181 
Wading,  from   '  Waverley,"  31 
Walbran's  Catalogue,  from,  427 
Walter,  The  Rev.  James  Conway,  37 
Wilson.  The  late  Mr.  David,  127 
Wyers  Freres'  List,  from,  429 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  The,  300 


ARTICLES  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 


"  A.  C." — Reminiscences  of  Fishing 
with  Francis  Francis,  464 

"  A.  H." — Argyllshire  Fishing  Quarters, 
283  , 

Adders,  Anglers  and,  390 

Alien,  A  Handsome,  4 

Allcock's  Exhibition  on  Holborn  Via- 
duct, Messrs.,  106 

Allcock  and  Co.'s  Sick  Club,  317 

American  Notes  and  Queries.  185,  206, 
360,  372 

Amphlett,  F.  H.— The  Thames  Live- 
Bait  Question,  2  ;  Coarse  Fishing 
Closed  on  the  Thames,  182  ;  A  Trip 
up  the  Thames,  445 

Anglesey,  Trouting  in,  81 

Answers  to  Correspondents.  17.  88,  103, 
139.  155,  175,  217,  239,  277,  311,  325, 
363,  441,  475 

Anti-Midge,  etc.,  444,  445,  461,  462 

Argyllshire  Fi  hing  Quarters,  283 

Associations,  Weekly 

Bad  Boll  Fishing.  386 

Baden-Powell  Dry-Fly  Rod,  The,  385 

Badger,  Notes  on  the,  51 

Bain.  Up  the,  129 

Bait  Casting  for  Bass,  77  ' 

Bait,  Close  Season  for,  368 

Bait,  Veal  as  a,  89 

Bala,  Fishing  Round,  228 

Bangor   Fishing  Tackle   Firm,  Note 

from  a,  386 
Bann,  Note  from.  Drainage  Question, 

386 

Bann,  Salmon  Fishing  on  the,  314 

Bantry  Tweeds.  108 

Barbel.  Those  Stranded  Trent,  283 

Barbless  Hcoks,  279 

Bass  Fishing  at  F(  wey,  143  , 

"  Baz." — A  Day's  Roach  Fishing  on 

the  Yorkshire  Derwent,  95 
Beach.  On  the,  80 
Bean.  Dr.  Tarleton  H..  105 
Belfast,  New  Angling  Club,  135 
Bell,  F.  J.  C— Shy,  Short  Rising  Trout, 

126 

Bill  at  Inn  on  Trout  Stream  near 

Calais,  279 
Birds,  Destructive  Wild,  461 
"  Black  Beetle." — Prawning  or  Shrimp- 
ing for  Salmon,  76  ;  A  Devonshire 

Mode  of  Dapping,  79 
Blagdon,    Experiences    at,    92 ;  The 

Opening  at,   313.   315.    316,  327; 

Flies  for,  328 
"  Blank."— The  Other  Side,  41 
Blue  U^pright  from  America,  A.  261 
Bognor,  Sea  Anglers  at,  226 
Books  on  Fishing,  328 
Boyne,  Salmon  Angling  on  the,  160 
Brave  Deed  by  a  Woman,  366 
Britannia  Pier,  Great  Yarmouth,  33 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  Dinner, 

177,  199,  204 
"  Brown  Owl." — Dry-Fly  Fishing  on 

Rapid  Rivers,  143  ;   Specimen  Fish 
xhibit,  244 


Burrell,  W.  S. — Notes  on  Fishing  in 
India,  145  | 

Business  with  Pleasure,  Combining, 
3!) 

Butcher  May  Fly  and  the  Nailer.  366 

"  C.  H.  T."— Up  the  Bain,  129 
California  Anglers'  Association,  284 
Canadian  Camp.  The.  282 
Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Tlie, 
261 

Carlisle  Anglers  and  tlie  Fishery  Board, 
311,  328 

Carnegie,  Rook. — Outside  Fly  Fishing, 
22 

Carp,  Concerning,  373,  406 

Carter  and  Co.'s  West  End  Branch.  74 

Carter  v.  Allcock.  317 

Cassels,  C.  J.  H. — The  Fishing  from 

Fortingall,  107 
Ceylon.  Trout  and  Salmon  in,  311 
"  Chiel.  The." — Grayling  Fisliing  in  a 

Fog.  38 
Clew  Bay,  Sea-Fishing  in,  42 
Close  Season.  Disadvantages  of  the,  427 
Close  Season  for  Bait,  368 
Close  Time  for  Trout  in  Ireland,  178 
Clyde  Trout  Fishing,  226 
Coalfish    in    the    North    of  Ireland, 

Fishing  for,  227 
Coarse  Fish  for  Sale,  38 
Coarse  Fishing,  427,  447 
Coarse  Fishing  Closed  on  the  Thames, 

182 

Coles,  Presentation  to  Mr.  Thomas,  202 
Convictions  for  Sellmg  Pickled  Bait. 

The,  347,  365.  368 
Conway,  State  of  the  River,  299 
Cooper,  Abraham,  R.A.,  81 
Coquet  Committee,  The,  377 
Corrib  or  Galway  District,  66 
Crab's  Long  Journey.  A,  200 
Creeper  Fishing  on  the  Whitadder, 
!     286,  304 

Dale,  Bonnycastle.    The  Maskinonge 

on  Rice  Lake,  90 
Dalmatian  Coast  Sporting  Expedition, 

261 

Davidson,  John.    The  Upper  Inver,  446 
:  Deal,  Anglers  at,  38 
'  Denmark,  A  Note  from,  121 S 
I  Devonshire  Method  of  Dapping,  A,  79 
j  Dictionary  of  Angling,  182 
!  Donegal,  Burn  Trout  Fishing  in  West. 
142 

Dovey  Fishing  Club,  The,  200 
"Dragnet." — Jottings   by   the  Way, 
Weekly 

Dry-Fly  Fishing  Past  and  Present,  4  ; 
!     on  Rapid  Rivers,  143  ;  Origin  of,  221 
I  Dry-Fly  Refinements,  Some,  443 
j  Dry  Matches,  How  to,  105 
jDuU  Coloured  Notepaper,  279 
Dunfermline  Fishing  Rights,  103}i 
Dunkineely  as  a  Fishing  Centre,  318 
I  Dyes  for  Gut,  Simple,  57,  141 


"  E.  O.  J." — Fishing  for  Pollack  and 
Coalfish  ui  the  North  of  Ireland.  227 

"  E.  S.  S." — Burn  Trout  Fishing  in 
West  Donegal,  142  ;  Dunkineely  as 
a  Fishing  Centre,  318 

"  E.  V.  W."— Coarse  Fishing— Dis- 
advantages of  Close  Season,  427  '• 

Ease  for  One's  Feet.  243 

Eden  Fi.shery  Board,  Tlio,  49,  328 

Eels,  About,  212  ;  Cambridgeshire, 
49  ;  and  Herrings  in  the  Kaiser 
William  Canal,  346 

English  Split-cane  Rods  to  Match 
'     American,  73 

Epping  Forest  Ponds,  Concerning,  27 
Erne.  The.  405 

Exhibition  at  Berlin,  426  ;    at  Lifege. 

431  :  Marseilles,  2 
Exmouth  as  a  Health  and  Fishing 
j     Resort,  160 
Eynsham,  Good  Sport  at,  1 

Faelo\v"s  West  End  Premises,  327 
Faroe    Islands,    Thorshavn  Harbour 

Regulations,  74 
"February  Red." — A   Note   on  the 

Ithon.  56 
Fish  Carriers,  249,  263 
Fish  Culture. — Australia,  15,  77  ;  Exe- 
bridge,  23  ;    Caistor,  38  ;  Hunger- 
ford,  40  ;  Africa,  87.  89  ;  Blagdon. 
89  ;   New  Zealand,  157  ;  Hereford- 
shire,  194  ;    Argentina,  295,   366  ; 
Wyresdale,  300 
Fish  Poisoned  in  Ayrshire,  5 1 
Fish  Poisoning  by  a  Farmer,  363 
Fish  Stories,  222,  243,  261,  366,  447. 
448 

Fishing  Gazette,  The,  No  Medium  Like 
It.  200 

"  Fleur-de-Lys."— Split-Cane  v.  Green- 
heart,  429 
"Fly." — A  Retrospect,  184 
Fly  Fishers'  Coming  of  Age  Dinner,  19, 

121.  122,  178 
Fly  Fishers'  Club.  Hon.  Sees,  of  the. 

177  ;  New  Presid  nt,  261 
j  Fly  Fishing  by  Lord  Lytton,  A  bit  of. 

8  ;  Extraordinarv,  366  ;  on  Beaver 
i     River,  371  ;  with  Hair,  329 
[Fortingall,  The  Fishing  from,  107 
Fosbroke,  Mr.,  89 

France,  Ou  on  pent  pecher  la  truite,  222 
Francis    Francis,    Reminiscences  of 

Fishing  with,  464 
Free  Angling  in  Scotland,  279 


"  G.  M." — The  Season  in  the  North, 

141  ;    Spinning  for  Salmon,    180  ; 

The  First  Grilse  of  the  Season,  264  ; 

Free    Angling    in    Scotland,    279  ; 

Close  of  the  Spring  Salmon  Angling 

Season,  387  ;  The  Grilse  Season,  408; 

Grilse  Lies  ar.d  Lures,  429  ;  "Potted  " 

Salmon,  462 
Gaikwar  of  Baroda  and  Fish  Culture, 

The,  426 
Galway  Conservators,  466 


,  German  Philosophy,  285 
Gilbert,  O.  J. — Bass  Fishing  at  Fowey, 
t  143 

Good  Wishes,  1 

Gordon,    T. — American    Notes  and 

Queries,  185,.  206,  360,  372 
Grayling,    Curious    American  Idea 

About  the,  345 
Grayling  in  the  Swale,  22 
Grayling  Fishing  in  a  Fog.  38 
Grayling  Stream,  On  a  Lincolnshire, 
i     161,  249 
Green  well.  Canon,  243 
I  Gresliam  Angling  Society's  Dinner,  157, 

243,  248 
Grey,  Sir  Edward,  89 
Grilse  of  the  Season,  The  First,  264 
I  Grilse  Lies  and  Lures,  429 
.Grilse  Season,  The,  408 
!  Gut. — Annual    Report,'    77  ;  Un- 
I     bleached.  Care  of,   177,  221,  299; 
'     6ft.  Silkworm  ;    177,  221  ;   How  to 
Test,  222  ;   Stretching  with  Weight 
is  Bad,  261  ;  Japanese,  426 
'Gut  Sold  in  1856  used  Last  Season, 
313,  328 

'  Gwyniad,    The    (see   Fishirg  Round 
Bala),  228 

|"H.    G.    H."— Opening    of  Thames 
Trout  Fishing,    27  ;  Opening  of  the 
General  Fishing  Season,  430 
J  "  H.       S."— Angling  in  the  Nene.  109 
"Hair    Cast." — Fishing    on  Hawes 
Water,   162,   178  ;    I'll  Remember 
That  in  Future,  370 
"  Halcyon." — On  a  Lincolnshire  Grav- 
I     ling  Stream,  161,  249 
;  Halcyon's  Writings,  74 
'■  Handy  Man,  The." — Combining  Busi- 
ness with  Pleasure,  39 
)  Hardy    Brothers    and    the  Fishing 

Gazette,  55,  74 
Hawes  Water,  Fishing  on,  162,  178 
Headgear  for  Anglers,  346 
"  Heatherbell." — Proposed  Legislation 

in  the  Solway  Firth.  135 
'  Hebridean  Fishing,  407 
!  Henderson,  J.  T. — A  Day's  Fishing 
I     in  Ross-shire,  159 
Henshall's,    Dr.,    Paddle  Wheels  for 

Ditches,  366 
j  Heron,  The,  410  ^ 
Herring,  The,  311;| 

Heriings  at  Archangel,  Importation  of, 
3.52 

Hobson,  A. — Pike  Fishing  Facts  and 
i     Fancies,  168 
,  Holland,  Mr.  George,  221 
How  Fish  Find  their  Way   ui    il it- 
Water,  9,  23 
j  Huehen  at  the  Zoo,  121 

I'll  Remember  That  in  Future,  370 
"  Incola." — Trouting  in  Anglesey,  81 
India,  Fishing  in,  145,  225,  301,  425 
India,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  in, 
444 


Supplement  to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  July  7,  1906.J 


REMOTE  STORAGE 


fnver,  Tlie  Upper.  44(5 
Irawadi,  A  Fortnight  on  the,  58 
Ithon,  A  Xot€  on  the,  56  I 

1 

"  J.  A.  K." — Simple  Dyes  for  Gut,  57  ;  1 

Exmoi  th  as  a  Health  and  Fishing 

Resort,  160 
"  J.    D." — Pike   Fishing   in  Norfolk 

Waters.  78 
'■  J.  E.  B."— Close  Season  for  Bait,  368 
■'J.    R.    H." — Trout    Fishing  near 

Keswick.  56 
"J.  R.  R."— We.st  Midland  Waters, 

466 

-  J.  T.'— The  Tav  at  Aberfeldv.  228 
JaSe.  Herr  S..  261.  262;  Fish  Carriers. 

249  ;  Preparing  and  Packing  Fish.  262 
"  Joa,"  247 

"John    a'   Dreams."' — "Joa,"  247; 

German  Philosophy,  285 

John    Dory."— The    Trout    of  the 

Royal  Baiui,  331.  347 
Jottings  by  the  Way,  Weekly 

Kalamazoo  Casting  Tournament.  448 
"  Kennet." — Hungerford  and  Kennet 

Valley  Fisheries,  40 
Kewell.  Mr.  Charles,  443 
Kingfisher  on  a  Rod,  261 
Kodak  Exhibition,  444 

Lamboukne,  The,  345 

Lampreys,  153,  270 

Large  Fish  of  the  Past  Season,  200 

Lea  Valley  Water  Bill,  The,  121,  127 

Leeds  Canal  Case,  377 

Leonard  Fly  Rod,  321b.  Salmon  Killed 

on.  73  ;  Mr.  Mansfield's  Great  Cast 

with,  73 

"  Lichen  Grey." — Rock  Fishing,  10. 
26  ;  Fishing  Round  Bala.  228  ;  To 
Distinguish  Salmon  Fry  from  Trout, 
432  ;  Creeper  Fishing  on  the  Whit- 
adder,  286,  304 

Light  Rods,  A  Trial  of,  93 

Lincolnshire  Grayling  Stream,  On  a, 
161,  249 

Living  on  a  Good  Trout  Stream  not 

Everything,  200 
Lledr  and  Conway,  Days  on  the,  20 
"  Lobworm," — Then  and  Now,  349 
Loch  Leven  Competitions,  1906  :  265, 

431 

Loch  Leven,  Fine  Sport  on,  443 
Loch  Tay,  Salmon  Fishing  on,  161 
Logic,  Anglers',  69 

Looking  Back,  or  Men  I  Have  Met,  13 
Lough  Corrib  as  an  Angling  Resort.  157 
Lough  Mask  and  Carra  Pieport,  352 
Lough  Sheelin  Trout,  Great  Daj'  with, 
221 

Lyon,  Sport  on  the,  38 

Mackay,  G.  M. — Opening  of  the 
Scotch  Salmon  Angling  Season,  23 

Magic  Button-Hook,  The,  462 

Mahseer  Fishing,  425 

Making  a  Split-Cane  Rod,  410 

Malloch,  Mr.  P.  D.,  on  Dropping  Rod 
Point,  177  ;  Marking  Smolts,  406 

Marking  Fish,  406 

Mars  Oil,  55,  313 

Marston,  R.  B.  (Editor  Fishing  Oazette). 
— Occasional  Notes,  q.v.  {see  also 
'■  Jl  B.  M."),  Review  of  "  Flood, 
Fell,  and  Forest,"  7  ;  Days  on  the 
r>ledr  and  Conway,  20  ;  AUcock's 
Exhibition  at  Holbom,  106  ;  Sal- 
mon Fishing  at  Kilrea,  314  ;  Review 
of  "  Seventy  Years'  Fishing,"  264  ; 
The  Wyresdale  Fishery,  300  ;  Mr. 
J.  E.  Miller's  Fishing  Tackle,  etc.. 
334 ;  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Sons' 
Xovelties,  367  ;  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's 
Xew  Illustrated  Catalogue,  388  ; 
Salmon  Marking,  406  ;  Rainbow 
Culture  in  Germany,  406 
■  rston,  Mrs.  R.  B. — Notes  on  Early 
Spring  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay, 
.{30 

Maskinonge  on  Rico  Lake,  The,  90 
May  Flies,  More,  385 
May  Fly,  The,  345,  369,  385,  387,  405, 
462 

Midland  Waters,  466] 

.Midlander." — A  Stream  and  a  Lake 

in  Switzerland,  60 
Miller's  Fishing  Tackle,  etc.,  334 
.Mortality  among  Roach,  386 
Mullet  Fishing  in  Harbours,  4 
Mullet,  Red,  66 
Muscatol,  461 


"  N." — Spring  Fishing  on  thu  Naver, 

409  • 
Nails,  328 

Natural  History.  137 

Naver,  Spring  Fishing  on  the,  409 

Nene,  Angling  in  the,  109 

Ness  Angling  Season.  The,  347 

New  York.  Anglers'  Club  of,  129 

New  Zealand,  Sport  in.  89  ;  Trout  Eggs 

to,  157 
Newport  River.  208 
Norton  Fishery  v.  Baldock  Council,  1 
Norway.     Reports     re     Rivers  ard 

Weather  in.  234,  321,  363,  383. 
'     396.  417;  Sea  Trout  ard  Sea  Char 

Fishing,  and  Game  Shootirg  in,  261  ; 

Thirty -Six  Years  Ago,  A  Season  in. 

407 

Notes  and  Queries,  407 


Oakeshott,     Blanche    M. — On  the 
Beach.  80 

Obituary  : — 

Harrison  Weir.  The  late  Mr..  41 
Bell-Irving.  The  late  Mr.  John,  87 
Corcoraw,  The  late  Mr.  John,  91 
Wilson,  The  late  Mr.  David,  127. 
141 

Story.  The  late  Mr.  William,  182 
I     Tucker,  The  late  Mr.  Patrick.  396 
I     Falconer,  The  late  Mr.  T.  Wentworth. 
;  426 

Price,  The  late  Mr.  Arthur.  461 
Occasional  Notes,  1,  19.  37,  55.  73.  89, 

105.  121.  141.  157.  177.  199,  221. 

243,  261,  279,  289,  313,  327,  345,  365, 

385,  405,  425,  443,  461 
i  Odds  and  Ends.  Some,  201 
Ogden's  "  Multuin  in  Parvo  "  Fly  Rod. 

365 

"  Old  Angler." — Concerning  Carp,  373. 
406 

i  Opening  of  the  General  Fishing  Season, 
:  430 

Otango,  445 

Other  Side.  The.  41 

Otters  on  the  Lledr,  Capture  of,  38 

Outrageous  Tails  to  Trout  Flies,  279 

Outside  Fly  Fishing,  22 

"  Own  wee." — Sea  Fishing  in  Clew  Bay. 
43  ;  Newport  River,  208 
'Oysters,  Broiled,  369;   Essex,  119 


Paddle  Wheels  for  Ditches,  366 
Parks,  Angling  in  the  London.  38 
Parsley  as  a  Fish  "  Rejoycer,"  405 
Patchett's.  Mr.,  Inventions.  280 
Patents.  Piscatorial,  49,  82,  239,  274, 
i     377,  432 

i  Payton,  Honour  for  Mr.  C.  A.,  365 
I  Pearsall,  W.  H. — WirderjTiere  Trout, 
■  431 

Pelorous  Jack,  462 

"Peregrine." — Notes  from  an  Indian 

Fisherman's  Diary,  301 
"  Pheasant  Tail."- — Salmon  Fishing,  a 

Good  Fight,  431 
Pike,  A  241b.,  74 

Big.  £10  prize  for.  55,  121 

Fine  Catch  of.  199 

Fine  Kennet,  110 

Fishing  Facts  and  Fancies,  158 

Fishing  in  Norfolk  Waters,  78 

Good  Sport  with,  223 

Record,  Gets  Away,  178 

With  Turned-up  Snout,  268 
Pilchards.  Cornwall,  291 
Pine,  D.  H.— The  Pine  Straight-Pull 

Spreader  Sea  Tackle,  4 
Platts,  Mr.  C— Red-Letter  Days,  267 
Plucky  Lady  Angler,  A,  41 
Poaching  from  Le  Picheur,  74 
Poetry  : — What  was  the  Lure  ?    56  ; 

The  Taking  of  the  Salmon,  87  ;  The 

Song  of  the  Trout  Fishers,   225  ; 

Pilchards,  a  Favourite  Fish,  234  ; 

Trout.  307  ;    A  March  Dirge,  328  ; 

The    Royal    Recreation    of  Jovial 

Anglers,  1682:  340;    The  Fisher- 
maid's  Song,  410 
Polar  Pleasure  Cruise,  A  French,  105 
Pollack    Fishing    in    the    North  of 

Ireland,  227^ 
Potted  Salmon,  462 
Prawning  for  Salmon,  76,  121 
Preserved  Fish,  Free  Import  of,  463 
Procter,  O. — The  Marking  of  Salmon, 

57  ;    The  Rough  with  the  Smooth, 

316 

Prospects,  157 
Public  Danger,  184 


QuEUV.  .\  Fishing,  462  ' 
"  Quill  Gnat." — Sea  Fi8|iij)ir,  A  H'^V 

Art,  43  ;   The  Opening  flJ^ly  im  klt^ 

Vyrnwy,  180 


l"^s!    V;.    T."— A    Fortnight    on  the 

k<f(L\  and    Tackle,  Extra- 
1 .  I    i!  /  ordinary.  157 
V      'iaal'mon.  190 


"  R.  B,  M."— Weights  of  Some  Trout 
taken  from  1899^1903,  92:  Capital 
Stuff  for  Fishing  Suits,  108  :  Review 
of  "Practical  Fishing  fortheSo-called 
Coarse  Fish,"  108  ;  How  to  Distin- 
guii^h  Salmon  from  Sea  Trout,  109  : 
Salmon  Angling  on  the  Royro,  K'O. 
on  Loch  Tay.  161  ;  Gocd  f-'port  vi  itli 
the  Pike,  223  ;  Review  of  "  H(  mc 
Life  with  Herbert  Spencer."  247  ; 
The  Record  Take  of  Hampshire  Avon 
Salmon.  332  ;  A  Hampshire  Trout. 
369;  Mr.  Shaw's  Inventions  (g.r.)  ; 
Mr.  Walbran's  Catalogue.  427  : 
Messrs.  Wyers  Frferes  List,  429 

■'  R.  P."— The  Heron.  410 

Railway  Arrangements,  99,  250,  257. 
274,  381.  400.  421,  426.  438.  445 

Ramsgate  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, 313 

Rare  Opportunity.  A,  313 

Razor.  The  Gillette.  420 

Red-Letter  Days,  267 

Reel  Fittings,  261'( 

Repairs,  89 

Reporters,  Absurdities  of,  73 
Reports    from    Rivers,    Lochs,  etc., 

Weeklj' 
Retrospect,  A,  184 
Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — 

Aflalo,  F.  G. — Fishermen's  Weather. 
366 

Barrington,   C.    G.,   C.B. — Seventy 

Years'  Fishing,  178,  264 
Beacon.  The,  2 

Bickerdyke,  John.  Her  Wild  Oats,  91 

Bulletin  de  Pi'che,  Swiss,  1 

Conway,  J. — Forays  among  Salmon 

and  Deer,  37 
Country   Press,   Educatiorial  Post- 
cards, 158- 
Cox.  Harding  (Editor).— Dogs,  223 
Davis.     Capt.  Hart.- — Chats  on 

Angling,  177,  221 
De  I'Arbousset,  M.  L. —  On  Silk  and 

the  Silkworm,  221 
Forest  and  Stream,  38 
Geen;  P.- — Fishing  in  Ireland,  and 

Fishing  in  Scotland,  345 
Green,  G.  Garrow.- — In  the  Royal 

Irish  Constabulary,  91 
Hamilton,  Capt. — Trout  Fishing  and 

Sport  in  Maorilard,  199 
Hodgson,W.  Earl. — Salmon  Fishing. 

426 

Home.    Gordon. — Yorkshire  Dales 

and  Fells,  386 
Jerrold,  W.,  and  Haslehust,  E.  W, 

—The  Silvery  Thames,  428 
Macpherson,  W.  H. — Short  Holidays 

in  Small  Open  Boats,  461 
M-irston,  E. — Fishing  for  Pleasure. 

121,  199,  222,  247 
Pottinger,    Sir    H.,    Bart.— Flood, 

Fell,  ar:d  Forest,  6 
Richards,     Grant. — Birds     of  the 

British  Isles, .  225 
Roscoe,    E.    S. — Rambles    with  a 

Fishing  Rod,  345 
Shaw.  F.  G.— The  Science  of  Dry-Fly 

Fishing,  462 
Shrewsbury  Illustrated,  386 
"  Skene-Diiu."— The  Mighty  Mah- 
seer and  Other  Fish,  94 
"  Trent  Otter." — Practical  Fishing 
for  the  So-called  Coarse  Fish.  108 
"  Two." — Home  Life  with  Herbert 

Spencer,  247 
Vaughan,     J.,     M.A.— The  Wild 
Flowers  of  Selborne.  and  other 
Papers,  332 
Wilder,  M. — The  Sunny  Side  of  the 
Street,  42 
Roach,  Coiu'erning,  61,  74 
Roach    Fishing    on    the  Yorkshire 

Derwent,  95 
Rock  Fishing,  10,  26 
Rock  Salmon  Catfish  ?  Is.  141 
Ross-shire,  A  Day's  Angling  in,  159 
Rough  with  the  Smooth,  The,  316 
Royalty  and  Earl's  Court,  19 
Rudd,  Record  Bag  with  Fly,  445 
"  Rugde."— A     Season     in  Norway 

Thirty-six  Years  Ago,  407 
Rules  of  Clubs  with  Fishing  Waters 
157,  177 

"  Rutilus." — Mullet  Fishing  in  Har 
hours,  4 


And  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  182, 
302 

Ard  Kelts,  to  Distinguish,  385 
And  Sea  Trout.  To  Distinguish,  109 
And  Trout  Association,  141,  352 
Angling  Feat,  201 

Angling   on    the   Boyi.e,    irO  ;  on 

Loch  Tay.  161 
Angling  Season,  Openii:g  of  Scotch, 

23  :   Close  of  Spring,  387 
Campbell's,  Mr..  Fine  Take  of.  346  S 
Cast.  To  Take  the  Curl  Out  of,  141, 

157  - 

Eggs  in  Australia,  First  Hatch  of,  15 
Fishery  in  Norway  for  Sale,  1,  3,  327 
Fishery  Regulations,  Xew  Bill,  425 
Fishing.  A  Gocd  Fight.   431  ;  at 

Kilrea,    314;     at    Killin,  348; 

Extraordinary,  31  ;  in  1905,  302  ; 

in  Scotland,  Spring,  243  ;  on  the 

Tay.  330 

Flies,  Miniature,  .'}86  ;   named  after 

Napoleon.  Nelson,  etc.,  443 
Fry  from  Trout,  To  Distinguish,  432 
Gafhng  at  St.  Asaph.  217 
In  Ceylon,  311 
In  the  Thames,  365 
Jumping  into  a  Boat,  430^ 
Leistering  by  Torchlight,  201 
Marking,  57,  121,  406 
Poaching  on  the  Tweed,  115 
Potted,  462 

Prawning  or  Shrimping  for,  76,  121 
Rearing.  121 

Record  Take  on  Hampshire  Avon, 
332 

River,  Reported  Successful  Artificial 
Stocking  of  a,  39 

Spinning  for,  180 

Tay,  Fine.  178 

Weights  for  Inches,  265 
Sambuline  and  Pumice  Soap,  462 
San  Francisco,  A  Note  frcm,  443  ;  To 

Our  Friends  at,  302 
Sardinia,  Angling  Trip  to,  243  ' 
Scarcity  of  Fish,  69  •    [  F 

Scarf  Pin.  A  Registered  Fly,  38^    1  " 
Scottish  Tweeds.  387  ; 
Screaming  Fishes.  310 
Sea  Anglers.  National  Council  of,  101 
Sea  Angling  at  Bognor,  226 
Sea  Fisherman,  The  (continued  from 

Vol  LI.,  page  483),  5.  24.  43.  58.  75, 

96,  110,  128,  144.  163.  183,  202,  224, 

246,  265.  284.  302,  346,  367,  428,  463 
Sea  Fishing,  a  High  Art,  43 

at  Littlehampton,  386 

in  Clew  Bay,  42 

Influence  on  Mind  and  Body,  294 
I     Early  Reference  to,  299,  327 
Season  in  the  North,  The,  141 
I  Selling  Fishing  Rods,  465 
Shaw's  Inventions.  Mr..  313,  346,  372 
iShoebury  Fishery  Dispute,  51 
Short  Rising  Trout,  126 
Shortage  of  Water  in  Rivers,  178 
Shrimping  for  Salmon,  76 
Siberia,  Angling  in,  105 
Simms,  G.  E. — A  Handsome  Alien,  4 
Snake  Bite,  Remedy  for,  66 
Snakes.  About,  .341" 
Sol  way  Firth  Legislation,  Proposed, 

135 

Spare  Moments  Match  Boxes,  89 
Specimen  Fish  Exhibit,  244 
Split-Cane  v.  Greenheart,  429.  448 
"  Starlight." — Fishing  in  Central  India. 
225 

Sticky  Dressed  Lines,  279 

Strange  Fish,  A,  441 

Sturdy,  E. — Weights  of  Salmon  for 

Inches  of  Length,  265  ;  Trout,  370 
Switzerland.  A  Stream  and  a  Lake  in, 

60 


[Tackle.  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  4,  19,  55, 
74,  89,  9.5,  105,  100.  108.  157,  199, 
200,  222,  245,  249,  263,  267,  328,  365, 
366,  367,  405,  426,  427.  444 
Talla  Reservoir  Stocked  with  Trout, 
264 

Tarpon  at  Cajsfir  Creek,    199;  The 

Florida,  223 
Tay  at  Aberfeldy,  The,  228 

Early  Spring  Salmon  Fishing  on,  330 
Salmon  Fishing  at  Killin,  End  of,  348 
1  Taylor,  C.  S.— The  Florida  Tarpon,  223 
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Taylor,   J.    Paul. — Coarse   anil  i  Fim 

Fishing,  447  ^    x  t  i  m  m 

Teherkassov,    Baron    Pl-i-NbCqfet  ^tkl 

Queries  from  My  Notebook,  ,207  , 
"  Teal  Drake."— front  Fishing  oh-  thA 

Clyde,  226 
Teifi,  The,  221,  243 
Telegraphic  Address,  Our,  299 
Temple,   J. — Salmon    Fishing  at  the 

Killin  End  of  Loch  Tay,  348 
Tenches,  Dorsetshire.  317 
Test    and    Itchen    in    Danger,  327, 

350 

Tev-iot,  The  Dangerous,  19 
Tlianies  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
244 

Conservators,  69 

Live-Bait  Question,  The,  2 

Restocking  the,  38,  74 

Salmon  Association,  266 

Trip  up  tlu!.  445 

Troutiiig.  170 
Then  and  Now.  349 
Thomas  and  Stms'  Novelties,  367 
Tluiudcr  and  Liglitning,  80 
Tiber,  Fishing  on  the,  42 
Tibet,  Fishing  iii.  73 
Tod,  Mr.  E.  M.,  222,  243 


T4dJ  E.  M.— Review  of  "  Fishing  for 
Pleasure,  and  Catching  It,"  222  ; 
]  Hi'lit  V.  Greenheart,  448 

fouruameuts.  283,  448 
Trdwiing  in  Pegwell  Bay,  390 
"Trent    Otter,    The." — Concerning 
Roach,    61,    74  ;    Those  Stranded 
Trent  Barbel,  283 
Trout  Association,  Thames,  266 
Bann.  Tlie,  331,  347 
Bridge,  313 
Brown,  Praise  for.  444 
Eggs,  Best  Temperature  for.   177  ; 
for  New  Zealand,  38.  157.  345.  40.5, 
425  ;  in  Australia,  First  Hatch  of. 
15 

Escapes,  A  Fighting  Test,  426 
Fisheries,  Tost  and  Itchen  Threa- 
tened, 327.  350 
Fishing,  Ceylon,  311;    Clyde,  226; 
Dartmoor,    178  ;    Donegal,  142 
Keswick,  56  ;  Thames  (Opening) 
227  ;  Windermere.  431 
for  Central  Africa.  203 
Fry.  Time  to  Feed,  178 
Hiunpshhc,  A,  369 
ill  Irehiiid.  Close  Time  for,  178 
in  Tallii  Reservoir,  264 


Lough  Sheelin,  Big  Day  with,  221 
Nene,  A  Fine,  456  j 
on  Finest  Drawn  Gut,  61b.,  385  [ 
Ou  on  pout  pftcher  la  Truite  en 

France,  222  ' 
Rainbow,    in   the   Arrow,   89  ;  in 

Germany,  19,  406,  443;   in  Tidal 

Waters,  "l  05  ;  to  France,  199  ;  the 

Impulsive,  461 
Kod  to  Let.  221 
Shv,  Short  Rising,  126 
Taken  from  1899-1903,  Weights  of, 

92 

Weights  for  Inches,  370 

Welsh.  Why  so  Small,  366 
Trouting  in  Anglesey,  81 
Timny  Fishing,  at  Sicily.  1 
Twickenham  Sixty-Five  Years  Ago,  78 
Two-joint  or  Three-joint  Rods,  386  ^ 
Tyne,  Tlie,  205 

UsK,  The,  243,  327,  405 

"  Val    Con.son." — Wet-Fly  Patterns 

for  Dry-Fly  Rivers,  328  ' 
Vendace,  The  Cumberland.  212 
V'yrnwy,  Opening  Day  on  the,  180 


"  W.  E.  B." — Some  Odds  and  Ends, 
201 

"  W.  W."— The  Late  Mr.  John  Bell- 
Irving,  87 
Walbran's  Catalogue,  Mr.,  427 
Walbran,  Mr.,  Good  Sport  had  by,  1 
Walton  and  Cotton    Fishing  House, 

Copy  at  Chicago,  199 
Washington  as  an  Angler,  365 
Western  Thoughts,  A  Spray  of,  69 
Westlcy  Richards'  Rods,  etc.,  365 
Westmeath  Lakes,  361 
Wet-Flv  Patterns  ff)r  Dry-Fly  Rivers, 
328 

White,  M.  R.  L. — Some  Experiences  at 

Blagdon.  92 
Whitty's  New  Spinning  Rod,  Mr.,  426 
Willianis,  Mrs.  R.  T.,  178 
Windermere,  A  Note  from,  327 
Wine,  Excellent  Rhine,  157 
Wood  Memorial,  The  Reuben,  332 
Would    the    "  Alerte  "    Hook  have 

Hooked  Them  '!  426 
Wyers  Fr^res'  Exhibit  at  the  Charter- 
house Hotel,  222 
Wyers  Frferes'  List,  Messrs.,  429 

YoEKSHiBE  Fishery  Board,  153 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Absttedities  of  Reporters,  120 
Address  of  Edinburgh  Club  Wanted 
156 

"  Archer,  Mr.,"  197 

Baden-Powell  Curve  System.  423 
Bait,  Close  Season  for.  383 
Banbury,  At  the  Green.  54,  72 
Bathing  and  Fishing  Wanted,'  384 
Blagdon.  119,  220,  260 
Breeding  Operations  at  the  Zoo,  242 
Bi'ogues,  364 

Cabp,  175  ;  in  Sliallow  Waters,  312 

Casting  Lessons.  404,  442 

Casting  with  Nottingham  Reel.  326 

Chamois  Leather,  220,  241,  242,  260 

Chub  in  a  Trout  Stream,  298 

Chub,  Trio  of  Tluimes,  475 

Coarse  Fishing,  Best,  404  > 

Companion  Wanted,  242 

Corrigenda.  36 

Dace  or  Chub.  140 
Danger  to  Anglers  and  Others,  A,  441 
Donkey  Nuisance,  The,  259 
Dressmgs  of  Flies,  see  Tackle,  Artificial 

Baits,  etc. 
Dropping  the  Rod  Point.  219,  259,  298 
Dry-Fly  Fishing  Wanted,  460 
Drv-Flv.   Wet-Fly,   and  Clear-Water 

Worming,  423 

Eden  Fishery  Board,  326 
Edinburgh,  Good  Sport  in,  384 
Eel  Traps.  18.  35,  72 
Eels.  Baits  for,  326,  344 
Extraordinary  Catch,  27  S 

Fair  or  Foul  Fishing,  36 
Fined  for  Losing  Set  Lines,  460 
Fire  Producing,  17 
Fish  Feed,  Why  do  Not  ?  18 
Fisheries  and  our  Unemployed,  18 
Fishing  at,  in,  or  near: — Achill,  404.  j 
460  ;  Ardara,  442  ;  Ardennes,  156, 
176  ;    Arundel,  478  ;    August,  384, 
424;    Avon,    104,  278,   312,  343; 
Awe,   364  ;    Bala,    120,   140,    156  ; 
Barcombe,    344  ;    Barmouth,  364, 
384  ;     Barnard    Castle,    404,    442  ; 
Bideford.   176;    Birmingham,  156; 
Black  Forest.  326,  384  ;  Bognor,  119: 
Bourncmouih,  344  ;     Bovey,   364  ; 
Brittany,  384,  404.  442,  475";  Brix- 
ham,  88  ;  Broxbourne,  384  ;  Bucks. 
404;      Canada,     88,      104,  176; 
Chichester.    344,    478  ;  Chipping 
Norton,  344,  404  ;   Chudleigh,  364  ; 
Clwyd  and  Elwy  424  ;  Cornwall, 


298,  326,  344,  460,  478;  Crefeld, 
278  ;  Dart.  343,  364,  384  ;  Devon- 
.shire,  312,  326,  344.  364.  384,  442; 
Donegal,  344  ;  Easter,  242  ;  Esk. 
Whitby,  460.  475  ;  E.skdale.  343  ; 
Fort  Augustus,  260  ;  France,  198  ; 
Gal  way.  35;  Glasgow.  18,  53; 
Guildford,  278  ;  Hampshire.  278  ; 
Hawes  Water.  363-;  Helford,  312. 
326;  Iceland,  35.  175.  312;  India. 
241,  278;  Ireland,  71.  72,  88.  104. 
176,  239,  278,  298,  364,  442.  478  ;  | 
Isfield,  344  ;  I.sle  of  Man,  120.  139, 
312,  423  ;  Julv.  364,  424.  460,  478  ; 
June,  312.  325,  364:  Kenilworth. 
312  ;  Killarney,  35,  120  ;  Lea,  343  ; 
Llandudno.  478  ;  Loch  Lomond. 
120;  Loch  Morar,  312,  326,  343  ; 
London,  478  ;  London  Parks,  71  ; 
Lough  Corrib,  88,  104,  198,  242,  260  ; 
Lough  Derg.  325  ;  Lough  Mask,  140. 
156  ;  Lough  Sheelin,  260  ;  Lowes- 
toft, 36  ;  Manchester,  198  ;  Mav, 
298,  325;  Moffatt,  478;  New 
Zealand,  120  ;  Newquay.  460,  478  ; ; 
Newton  Stewart,  175,  478;  Norfolk  i 
Broads,  54.  72,  120,  140,  156;  Nor- j 
mandy,  344  ;  North  of  England,  j 
156  ;  Norway,  404  ;  Ostend,  54,  | 
242  ;  Ouse,  344.  384  ;  Pangbourne, 
424,  460;  Port  Erin,  384;  Ports- 
mouth. 198  ;  Redditch,  298  ;  Rich- 
mond, 441  ;  St.  Neots.  404;  Sauer, 
326;  Scotland,  88,  104,  156.  311,! 
326.  343.  364,  424;  Shetland,  325, 
343,  460  ;  Somerset.  364  ;  Stour, 
312.343;  Surrey.  364,  384  ;  Switzer- 
land. 103.  140  ;  Teifi,  259.  260.  277. 
298.312;  Teign.  364  ;  Teignmouth. 
404.  441  ;  Thames  Weirs,  140  ;  Tor- 
quay, 404.  441  ;  Twickenham.  441  ; 
Tyrol.  175,  326  ;  Uist,  139  ;  Wales. 
88,  104.  220.  364,  384  ;  Whitadder, 
175,  197  ;  Whitbv.  364  :  Winder- 
mere, 343,  383  ;  Wye  Valley,  242  ; 
Yan-ow.  176,  198 
"  Fishing  Catechism.  A,"  175,  197,  297 
Float,  To  Make  Flies,  441,  478 
Formalin,  277 

Free  Angling,  in  Scotland,  311,  326,  343 
Freshwater  Fish  Record,  18 


'  Hotel  Accommodation,  364,  424  ■ 
Hybrids  fmong  the  SalmonidoR,  459 

Ile,  Stocking  the,  197 
India-rubber,  72,  103 

Lan.sdowne's  Fishery  Policy  Lord,  36, 
Large  Fish,  Other  than  Salmon,  etc., 

242.  259 
Lea  Valley  Water  Bill,  155 
Leather,  Polishing  and  Preserving,  139 
Lectures,  120 

Live  Bait.  Keeping,  104,  119 
Live  Bait,  Thames,  36,  120 
Lodgings  on  the  Arun,  478 

Maggots  in  Gills,  364 
Mahseer,  120,  139 
"  Mahseer,  The  Mighty,"  54 
Mars  Oil,  88 

Metropolitan  Water  Board's  Fishing, 
424 

Minnows  on  Sunday.  Catching,  403 
Mullet  be  Caught  ?  Can  Grey,  17,  35, 

54 

Mullet  Fishing.  478 

Mussel,  Big  Freshwater,  242,  278 

Nets  on  the  Wye,  298  ! 
Norway,  A  Note  from,  459 

Ormers.  Jersey,  312,  326 
Outside  Fly  Fishing,  156 

Pain,  Do  Fish  Feel  ?  242 
Pearl  Fishing,  220 
Perch,  Good  Avon,  54,  72 
Perplexed.  18 
Pike,  Derwentwater,  A.  54 

Facts  and  Fancies.  220,  297 

Feed,  Why  will  not  ?  478 

Large,  in  the  Thames,  120 

Sport  with,  88,  176 
i     White,  An  Almost,  364 
Poaching  at  Cambridge,  242 
Pollack.  Record,  103,  120 
Prawn  Fishing,  156.  219 
Prawns  and  Jersey  Ormers,  Irish,  312, 

326 

Questions,  Some,  139 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Grand  Salmon  Rod  Fishery  in  Norway  to  be 
Sold. 

Mb.  STtTRDT  teUs  me  that  his  seventy-five  years 
incline  him  to  part  with  his  freehold  and  long 
leasehold  possessions  on  the  Voss  river,  so  soon  as 
he  finds  a  buyer  who  may  wish  to  acquire  salmon 
water  in  Norway  which  shall  fulfil  the  conditions 
which  thirty  years  ago  he  found  indispensable  for 
himself.  These  were  that  the  river  should  be  the 
nearest  possible  in  time  to  England ;  that  its  fish 
should  be  exceptionally  large ;  that  it  should  fish 
early;  and  that  the  catch  should  be  mainly  of 
fresh -run  fish. 

In  facility,  regularity,  and  quickness  of  com- 
munication with  England  the  Voss  river  has 
probably  few,  if  any,  equals  in  Norway.  Five 
mail  steamers  run  weekly  to  Bergen,  whence  the 
Voss  railway  in  three  and  a  half  hours  puts  the 
angler  on  the  river.  The  Times  of  Tuesday  comes 
on  Thursday,  sometimes  even  before  noon,  and 
the  weeklies  and  dailies  of  Saturday  are  delivered 
on  Monday.  Mr.  Sturdy  has  left  Teddington  on 
Tuesday,  and  on  Thursday,  while  his  evening  meal 
was  being  prepared,  has  landed  from  the  island 
facing  the  hotel  a  32lb.  salmon. 

The  water  is  roughly  described  to  me  as  follows. 
The  section  of  the  property  whose  pools  on  an  average 
of  seasons  have  given  the  largest  bag  begins  about 
a  kilometre  above  the  village,  the  lake,  and  the 
station  of  Evanger.  It  includes  a  small  farm, 
waterside  copse,  meadow.s,  and  two  islands,  and  is 
entirely  freehold.  An  elevated  plateau  rising 
abruptly  from  the  river  is  an  ideal  site  for  a  fishing 
box.  Of  this  plateau  the  lower  boundary  is  a 
mountain  torrent  under  a  fall,  suitable  to  provide 
power  for  lighting  or  other  purposes.  Its  upper 
boundary  is  a  bay,  with  landing-stage,  from  which 
one  may  be  fishing  within  a  couple  of  minutes. 
The  whole  plateau  faces  and  overlooks  a  pool  in 
which  many  of  the  largest  fi»h  that  have  been 


landed  have  been  hooked.  Salmon  of  every  weight 
up  to  461b.,  with  occasional  monsters  of  501b., 
531b.,  and  58  ^Ib.,  have  been  taken  there.  Other 
pools  and  stretches  are  freehold  for  the  greater 
part,  and  leasehold,  with  thirty-three  years  to  run 
for  the  balance  at  rents  amounting  to  about  £22. 
No  value  is  put  on  some  little-productive  water 
held  for  a  short  term  at  rent  of  about  £12,  which  a 
buyer  can  take  or  not  as  he  will. 

All  the  freeholds  are  free  from  claims  of  Odel, 
that  is  the  right  of  descendants  of  former  owners, 
to  take  the  properties  back  at  a  valuation.  The 
titles  are  simple  and  unexceptionable,  there  being 
in  Norway  an  excellent  system  of  registration, 
both  of  freeholds  and  leaseholds. 

At  Evanger,  fronting  the  lake  at  the  outlet  of 
the  river,  there'  is  a  small  but  imost  comfortable 
hotel,  at  which  Mr.  Sturdy  stayed  for  the  twenty- 
six  consecutive  years  he  fished  the  water,  and 
where  his  tenants  have  stayed  during  the  four 
years  it  has  been  let. 

For  these  four  years  the  average  take  has  been 
22861b.  For  the  three  latest  of  these  it  was 
25451b.  Though  the  past  season  the  anglers  were 
quite  a  fortnight  too  late  in  getting  out,  the  catch 
added  up  to  28841b. 

The  river  would  certainly  seem  specially  favoured, 
not  only  in  having  exceptionally  large  and  fine 
fish,  but  in  their  running  and  taking  early,  when  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  I  give  an  illustration  of 
two  caught  last  June,  one  a  male  of  STJlb., 
measuring  51fin.  in  length,  he  being  about  three 
per  cent,  under  our  scale  based  on  a  fish  of  201b. 
measuring  36in.  ;  the  other  a  female  of  291b. 
measuring  39Jfin.,  and  thus  being  rather  more  than 
eleven  per  cent,  over  that  scale.  For  comparison 
is  given  the  figure  of  a  fish  just  over  501b.,  also 
from  the  Voss,  which  measuring  49in.  was  almost 
exactly  to  scale. 

To  every  angler  no  desire  comes  so  early  or  en- 
dures so  long  as  that  of  landing  a  monstrously  big 
fish.  Mr.  Rooper  is  reported  to  have  often  ex- 
pressed regret  that  during  his  unprecedentedly 
long  fishing  career  he  had  never  landed  a  monster. 
Dr.  Peard,  in  his  "Year  of  Liberty,"  after  describ- 
ing the  breaking  from  Ballyshannon  bridge  in  a 
fish  that  looked  "  40lb.  if  he  was  an  ounce,"  dole- 
fully remarks,  "  It  was  the  only  chance  that  ever 
fell  to  my  lot  of  achieving  real  greatness.-'  The 
fortune  in  this  respect  of  these  two  famous  anglers 
and  authors  would  assuredly  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent had  they  fished  the  Voss,  in  which  Mr. 
Sturdy's  tenants  as  well  as  himself  have  landed  in 
one  day  two  salmon  each  over  40lb. 

One  drawback  I  can  see  to  landing  such  fish  is 
that  it  might  spoil  one  for  catching  small  fish. 

Whoever  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  get  these 
fishing  rights  will  I  hope  let  me  have  a  day  or  two 
on  the  water  if  ever  I  am  in  Norway.  Mr.  Sturdy 
has  so  often  given  the  Fishing  Gazette  valuable 
notes  and  illustrations  that  I  hope,  as  a  little 
return,  these  notes  of  mine  may  find  a  good 
sportsman  to  succeed  him  on  his  beloved  Voss 
river.  If  I  were  a  rich  man  this  account  would  not 
appear.  On  page  3  will  be  found  illustrations  of 
three  grand  Voss  salmon. 


Good  Wishes. 

I  have  to  thank  many  anglers  for  sending  all 
kinds  of  cards  -with  good  ■wishes.  I  wish  I  could 
reproduce  some  of  them. 

Tunny  [Fishing  and  other  Fishing  at  Sicily — Why 
not  Tuna  Angling? 

I  asked  Mr.  Douglas  Sladen,  author  of  two  capital 
books  about  Sicily  ("  Queer  Things  About  Sicily," 
published  by  A.  Treherne  and  Co.,  7s.  6d.  net,  and 
"  Sicily,  the  New  Winter  Resort,"  Methiien,  5s.  net), 
about  the  fishing  there,  and  he  kindly  replied  as 
follows 

"  I  went  into  this  question  when  I  was  in  Sicily 
this  year.  The  inland  fishing  is  not  worth  thinking 
about.  There  are  a  few  small  trout  in  one  or  two 
places,  and  plenty  of  eels  in  the  Lake  of  Lentini, 
but  nothing  worthy  of  the  attention  of  men  accus- 
tomed to  good  fishing.  Nor  is  the  ordinary  sea- 
fishing  good.    You  get  little  but  red  or  grey  mullet, 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Ohatlino  Flies.— Now  Eeady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  m\}i«<A."'-Fiehing  Qatette, 


and  octopi  for  the  table,  though  sometimes  you  got 
a  kind^oi^schn,'^j)j)<;^,  which  is  quite  good  eating,  and 
is  a  favourite  sca-angler's  fish  in  Australia.  )fA 
TJie  iy/o  ia|.c^(3.stifig|kiBids  of  fishing  in  Sicily  are 
sword  fishing  £),nd  tunny  fishing.  The  best  time  for 
both  is  in  th9  <iai'/y  summer.  The  sword  fish  are 
harpooned  from  boats  with  little  stages  in  their  bows 
in  the  Strait  of  Messina.  I  give  a  picture  of  it  on 
page  294  of  '  Sicily,  the  New  VVintcr  Resort,' 
published  by  Methuen  in  March  of  this  year.  In 
the  same  book,  on  pages  304  and  305,  may  be  foimd 
an  elaborate  description  of  the  famous  tunny  battues 
called  mattanze,  which  form  the  most  marvellous 
sight  in  Sicily.  When  a  couple  of  hundred  tunny, 
some  of  them  running  up  to  hundreds  of  pounds  in 
weight,  are  driven  into  the  chamber  of  death,  you 
get  the  only  parallel  to  a  Roman  gladiatorial  show 
which  is  still  allowed  in  our  Bowdlerised  Europe. 
Tunny  fishing  is  worth  going  any  distance  to  see, 
but  it  does  not  begin  until  well  on  in  May." 

I  am  convinced  that  we  might  hear  of  great  sport 
if  some  angler  went  to  try  for  these  tunny  with 
rod  and  line  as  they  do  for  the  tima  oS  the 
California  coast  at  Catalina  Island. 

The  Norton  Fishery  v,  Baldock  Town  Council. 

Probably  it  will  cost  the  Baldock  Town  Council 
not  far  short  of  £2000  for  having  allowed  pois.mous 
matter  to  get  into  the  ponds  belonging  to  Messrs 
Cookson,  of  the  Norton  Fishery,  and  destroy 
thousands  of  trout.  It  is  very  encouraging  to  find 
that  fish  poisoning  by  to-mi  councils  cannot  be 
done  with  impimity. 

Good  Sport  had  by  Mr.  Walbran. 

Writing  on  Jan.  1,  Mr.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  says : — 
"  The  folio-wing  is  my  total  for  the  last  five  days' 
fishing.  Fairly  good  sport,  isn't  it?  Dec.  11  and 
12. — The  Withern  Eau,  Lincolnshire,  eighteen 
roach,  5lb.  8oz.,  and  twenty  grayling,  14lb.  8oz. 
Dec.  18. — The  Till,  Northumberland,  twenty-six 
grayling,  101b.  4oz.  Dec.  19.— The  Glen,  North- 
umberland, fifty-two  grayling,  191b.  Dec.  26. — 
The  Yore,  Tanfield,  twenty-one  grayling,  71b.  8oz. 
Total,  56lb.  12oz." 

Some  very  nice  baskets ! 


Good  Sport  at  Eynsham. 

Mr.  Joseph  Harris,  the  esteemed  head  cook  of 
Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  is  a  very  clever  angler. 
Writing  on  Jan.  1,  hs  says: — "The  following  may 
interest  some  of  the  readers  of  your  valuable 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  was  ledgering  on  Dec.  23  in  the 
Thames,  just  below  Eynsham,  when  I  landed  two 
fine  chub  at  once  on  a  very  fine  line,  with  two  gut 
hooks,  one  weighing  41b.  2oz.  and  the  other  3lb.  6oz. 
It  is  really  wonderful  how  the  one  line,  so  fine, 
stood  the  strain  of  nearly  8lb.  of  fish.  Last  year 
in  the  same  spot  I  landed  a  fine  pike,  weighing 
20^lb.  I  wish  your  interesting  Fishing  Gazette 
every  success." 


"Bulletin  Suisse  de  Peche  et  Pisciculture." 

Our  very  interesting  contemporary,  the  Swiss 
Bulletin  de  Peche  et  Pisciculture,  has  an  admirable 
December  number,  which  ends  its  fifth  year  of 
existence.  It  contains  so  many  useful  and  valuable 
articles  on  fish  and  fishing  and  fish  culture  that 
I  can  strongly  recommend  all  who  can  read  French 
to  subscribe  to  it;  the  annual  subscription,  post 
free,  is  five  francs,  and  it  can  be  obtained  from  the 
printer,  M.  Paul  Attinger,  of  Neuchatel,  Switzerland. 

Important  to  all  Fish  Breeders. 

The  first  article  in  the  "  Bulletin '-  is  by  Professor 
Dr.  H.  Oltramare,  of  the  University  of  Geneva,  on 
"  The  absorption  of  the  yolk-sac  of  the  salmonides 
and  the  proper  time  to  commence  feeding." 
The  Professor  says  that  the  pioneers  of  fish 
breeding  commenced  with  a  big  mistake  at 
the  very  beginning  of  their  work,  they  pro- 
ceeding on  the  assumption  that  Nature  having 
provided  the  newly-hatched  salmon  and  trout  with 
a  supply  of  food  in  the  umbilical  yolk-sac,  it  was 
not  necessary  to  begin  feeding  until  the  contents 
of  that  sac  had  been  entirely  absorbed.  As  a 
result  of  this  assumption  there  has  been  a  general 
adoption  of  the  "deplorable  custom"  of  keeping 
the  young  fish  as  long  as  possible  before  turning 
them  out  to  feed,  and  practically  to  give  them 
nothing  but  fresh  water.  The  first  fish  breeder,  or 
1  one  of  the  first,  to  insist  on  the  necessity  of  feeding 
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the  young  fish  before  the  yolk-sac  is  absorbed  was 
M.  Jousaet  de  Bellesme  in  the  first  issu*  of  his 
"Pisciculture  Pratique,"  published  in  July,  1895, 

whosaid:-  iiaiuriv;! 

"  ii,very  hsh  breeder  who  waits  until  the  yolk-sac 
of  the  alevin  has  been  absorbed  before  commencing 
feeding  is  certain  to  obtain  nothing  but  debilitated 
fish  incapable  of  rapid  development." 

How  ALEVIN3  SHOULD  BE  FeD. 

It  would  take  too  much  space  to  translate  the 
whole  article,  and  I  hope  every  fish-breeder  will 
get  it  in  the  original,  but  here  is  what  another 
well-known  fish-breeder,  M.  Raveret-Wattel,  says 
on  this  important  question:  "Before  the  alevin 
has  absorbed  the  yolk,  it  already  evinces  desire 
for  extraneous  food,  and  the  more  healthy  and 
strong  it  is,  the  sooner  it  begins  to  get  hungry. 
Often,  ten  days  or  more  before  the  yolk  is  quite 
absorbed,  the  alevins  may  be  seen  to  begin  to  move 
about,  instead  of  remaining  more  or  less  stationary 
at  the  bottom  of  the  trays.  Swimming  at  times  to 
the  surface,  they  gad  about  and  take  on  the  habits 
of  true  fish,  and  begin  to  swing  against  the  current. 
This  is  the  time  when  they  desire  to  begin  feeding." 
It  is  a  grave  error,  he  says,  to  suppose  that  the 
alevins  require  no  other  food  until  the  contents  of 
the  yolk-sac  are  entirely  absorbed. 

The  Pboof  of  the  Pudding,  etc. 
M.  Raveret-Wattel  made  an  interesting  experi- 
ment with  alevins.  He  put  2000  into  one  aquarium 
without  natural  food,  and  another  lot  of  2000  into 
another  aquarium,  previously  well-stocked  with 
minute  daphnies.  At  first  both  lots  acted  in  the 
same  way;  but  after  a  few  days  the  young  trout 
in  the  aquarium  stocked  with  daphnies  spread 
themselves  over  the  bottom  of  the  aquarium, 
whereas  the  others  remained  in  compact  masses  in 
the  corners.  Long  before  the  absorption  of  the 
yolk  was  completed  it  was  possible  to  see  the 
alevins  snapping  at  the  small  daphnies  swimming 
around  them  continually,  thus  gradually  learning  to 
hunt  down  their  prey.  The  other  2000  with 
nothing  but  their  yolks  and  water  grew  thinner 
and  thinner,  whereas  those  which  took  food  into 
their  stomachs  through  their  mouth  remained 
plump  and  with  prominent  bellies. 

The  Yolk-sac  Intended  by  Nature  as  Supple- 
mentary ONLY. 

From  his  experiments  and  observations,  M. 
Raveret-Wattel  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
contrary  to  the  belief  of  most  pisciculturists,  the 
yolk-sac  is  not  intended  by  nature  to  replace 
ordinary  food  entirely,  but  only  to  provide  food 
for  those  times  when  the  alevin  cannot  get  other  food. 
He  says  that  the  stronger  the  alevin  is  the  more 
food  it  will  take  in  by  the  mouth  and  the  longer 
its  yolk-sac  remains  unabsorbed,  and  that  such  fish 
as  have  already  learned  to  feed  naturally,  develop 
much  more  rapidly  afterwards  when  they  have  to 
depend  entirely  on  what  they  can  pick  up.  This 
seems  to  be  a  rational  and  natural  conclusion. 
Take  the  human  baby,  all  sensible  mothers  wean 
them  gradually,  and  that  is  evidently  Mother 
Nature's  plan  with  the  young  fish. 

Feed  the  Alevins  on  Daphnies,  Cyclops, 

AND  OTHER  SmALL  DeER. 

"On  peu  facilement  conclure  de  ce  que  nous 
venons  d'exposer,"  says  Professor  Oltramare, 
"that  it  is  indispensable  if  we  want  to  imitate 
nature  to  furnish  the  alevin  with  minute  living 
animalculae,  such  as  daphnies,  cyclops,  etc.,  and  the 
higher  the  temperature  of  the  water,  the  sooner 
should  this  natural  feedmg  begin  after  hatching. 
These  almost  invisible  mites  continually  darting 
about  invite  the  little  fish  to  go  for  them,"  and 
thus,  as  the  Professor  aptly  puts  it,  "  contribuent 
admirablement  -X  leur  Education.'-' 

How  TO  Cultivate  Daphnies,  Cyclops,  etc. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  or  two  I  hope  to  give  an 
illustrated  account  of  methods  of  cultivating 
daphnies,  cyclops,  and  other  almost  invisible 
animalculae,  which  I  hope  will  be  useful  to  our  fish- 
breeders.  Also  much  larger  natural  food  suitable 
for  fry  and  yearlings. 


In  the  Beacon  for  December  Mr.  J.  F.  Meehan 
has  an  account  of  Warleigh  Manor  and  Bathford 
with  an  excellent  illustration.  The  manor  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  monks  of  Bath  in  Chaucer's  time 
and  long  afterwards.  R.  B.  Marston, 


THE  THAMES  LIVE-BAIT 
QUESTION. 

^  The  question  of  selling  live-bait  from  the  Thames 
for  pike  fishing  has  again  been  brought  into  pro- 
minence by  the  subject  being  discussed  by  the 
Thames  Conservancy.  It  is  an  important  matter, 
and  the  Conservancy  intends  to  deal  with  it. 
Personally,  I  think  that  the  Board  requires  a  little 
careful  guidance  lest  injustice  be  done  to  honest 
fishermen,  whilst  those  guilty  of  illegal  acts  get  off 
"  scot  free,"  and  at  the  same  time  the  Thames 
fisheries  may  not  benefit.  Finst  of  all,  in  discus.sing 
the  question,  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-Laws  relating 
to  the  subject  should  be  set  fortli.  They  are  as 
follows  : — 

Any  person  who  shall  have  in  his  possession, 
on,  near  or  adjoining  the  River  Thames  any  fish 
of  less  dimensions  than  those  specified  in  tlie 
Co:iservancy  Bye-Luw,  sliali  be  deemed  to  bo 
guilty  of  an  offence  against  such  Bye-Law, 
unless  ho  prove  to  tlie  .satisfaction  of  the  Court 
before  which  lie  is  tried  that  he  was  lawfully  in 
possession  of  such  fish. 

Roach,  Dace,  Gudgeon,  Bleak  or  Minnows  for 
use  as  bait.  Providing  that  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  in  his  possession  or  under  his 
control  more  tlian  fifty  of  such  fish  for  use  as  bait 
at  any  one  time,  or  to  take  by  himself,  his 
servants  or  agents,  more  than  fifty  of  such  fish, 
on  any  day. 

A  Casting  or  Bait  Net  may  only  be  used  by 
Assistant  River  Keepers,  who  are  Holders  of 
Deputations  from  the  Tliames  Conservancy 
Board,  and  who  are  fishermen  registered  under 
the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-Laws,  in  obtaining  bait 
to  be  used  by  persons  for  angling  in  the  River 
Thames. 

The  latter  rule  used  to  read  :  "  A  casting  and 
bait  net  may  only  be  used  by  assistant  river  keepers 
in  obtaining  bait,  to  be  used  by  persons  for  angling 
in  the  River  Thames."  On  April  1  (an  excellent 
date),  1899,  however,  the  Conservancy  stopped  the 
use  of  the  cast-net  by  holders  of  deputations  acting 
as  honorary  river-keepers  or  assistant  keepers,  and 
allowed  only  registered  professional  fishermen 
holding  deputations  the  privilege.  It  is  an  un- 
deniable fact  that  scarcely  a  single  honorary  river- 
keeper  used  a  cast-net ;  that  they  did  good  work 
by  the  river-side,  and  that  the  Conservancy,  probably 
through  lack  of  correct  information,  by  with- 
drawing the  complimentary  privilege  solved  no 
problem,  and  certainly  never  saved  a  fish  by  it.  The 
holders  of  the  honorary  deputations  were  and  are 
gentlemen  who  had  the  Board's  full  confidence,  and 
in  social  position  above  the  necessity  for  netting 
bait  for  sale.  In  addition  to  this,  it  requires  con- 
siderable practice  to  cast  a  net,  and  the  person 
using  it  must  be  a  man  of  fairly  good  muscular 
power.  The  majority  of  the  holders  of  honorary 
deputations  were  practically  physically  unfit  to  cast 
a  net.  And  I  may  mention  that  there  are  now  old 
registered  professional  fishermen  who,  through  lack 
of  strength,  take  out  a  strong  water-side  man  to 
cast  the  net  for  them.  This  probably  is  illegal,  as 
the  privilege  to  net  is  not  transferable. 

Let  us  ask  the  habitual  anglers  on  the  Thames — 
those  who  fish  all  the  season  through — how  many 
times  they  have  seen  a  man  casting  a  net  for  bait, 
and  in  all  probability  the  answer  would  be  never. 
On  the  other  hand,  let  any  angler  go  out  with  a 
professional  and  watch  him  cast  the  net.  What 
will  he  be  likely  to  see  ?  Firstly,  that  it  is  a  difficult 
process,  and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  bait  in  many 
places  and  the  small  circumference  of  the  cast-net, 
that  the  result  of  the  netting  will  be  scarcely  worth 
the  labour.  Then,  again,  very  few  anglers  seriously 
take  any  interest  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  only  the 
enthusiast  that  does.  So  long  as  the  angler  can  get 
his  bait  he  does  not  mind  how,  when,  or  where  they 
come  from,  or  whether  he  intends  to  fish  the  Thames 
or  elsewhere  with  the  bait  procured.  I  cannot  see 
that  any  harm  would  be  done  to  the  fisheries  if  any 
angler  was  allowed  to  purchase  one  or  two  dozen  dace 
from  any  Thames  professional  for  fishing  anywhere. 

It  is  the  sale  of  fish  by  the  hundreds  that  is  the 
real  grievance  ;  but  I  have  personally  examined  at 
Waterloo  Station  large  cans  of  dace  sent  up  to 
London  for  sale  to  tackle  shops,  and  have  never 
discovered  a  dace  linder  the  legal  size — six  inches — 
amongst  them.  A  six-inch  dace  is  a  good  size  for 
jack-bait,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  Thames 
professional  to  run  any  risk  by  sending  away  for 
sale  bait  smaller  than  this.  He  can  sell  dace  of  six 
inches  and  larger,  so  why  need  he  sell  undersized 
fish  ?   Then,  again,  few  professionals  in  the  upper 


reaches  send  bait  to  London  for  sale.  The  carriage 
is  so  exorbitant,  and  it  would  scarcely  be  worth 
while.  The  tidal  water  yields  the  greatest  quantity 
of  dace,  and  it  is  from  this  water  that  most  of  them 
are  purchased.  This  might  be  supposed  to  deplete 
the  river  of  its  natural  spawn,  but  I  am  informed  by 
a  high  authority  on  the  Thames  that  this  year  there 
are  millions  of  maiden  dace  in  the  tideway. 

This  being  so,  it  stai\ds  to  reason  that  it  is  just 
as  easy  to  catch  them  with  rod  and  line  as  it  is  to 
net  them.  But  what  really  happens  is  this.  The 
professional  fisherman  takes  out  his  clients  to  fish 
usually  for  roach.  All  the  small  roach  and  dace  at 
the  end  of  the  day  are  left  in  the  well,  the  angler 
taking  only  the  best  fish  (unless  he  is  trying  at  his 
club  for  a  paltry  gross-weight  prize),  and  the  pro- 
fessional duly  sells  the  rest  of  the  fish  to  someone. 
Understand,  he  can  sell  fifty  undersized  fish  to  any 
angler  who  intends  to  fish  the  Thames,  and  these 
small  fish  are  retained  for  the  casual  customer. 
Thames  live-bait  have  been  fetching  Is.  6d.  per 
dozen  lately.  Now,  if  the  Thames  angler  buys  four 
dozen  for  6s.,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  having  used 
only  two  dozen,  is  he  to  return  the  other  two  dozen 
to  the  river  ?  He  might  wish  to  retain  them  if  he 
be  a  regular  pike  fisherman,  but  if  he  takes  them 
away  from  the  Thames,  it  is  undoubtedly  illegal. 

There  is  no  restocking  of  the  river  with  dace,  so 
that  question  only  affects  the  roach.  Certainly  I 
consider  that  roach  ought  not  to  be  sold  as  bait. 
Anyway,  not  in  large  numbers,  as  they  afford  good 
sport  to  the  angler,  whereas  dace  fishing  as  a  sport, 
at  the  best,  is  only  a  fiddling  job.  But  the  Conser- 
vancy might  reduce  the  fifty  undersized  live-bait 
that  may  be  retained  to  thirty  to  each  person.  The 
river-keepers  might  detect  those  who  send  under- 
sized bait  away  for  sale,  though  no  doubt  a  keeper 
strange  to  the  locality  would  be  more  effectual  than 
the  resident  one.  And  a  few  convictions  would 
stop  the  traffic  quicker  and  better  than  any  other 
procedure.  Personally,  I  think  very  few  undersized 
fish  are  sold  by  professionals,  and  that  those  likely 
to  act  illegally  are  fairly  well  known.  Of  course, 
there  are  men  who  are  allowed  to  net  the  lower 
part  of  the  river.  They  hold  an  ancient  privilege 
which  will  expire  with  the  decease  of  the  persons 
concerned.  I  have  a  full  list — names  and  addresses 
— of  all  the  persons  allowed  to  use  a  net  on  the 
river,  and  they  can  be  dissected  as  follows  :— 

Below  Isleworth  Church  Ferry  to  London  Bridge 
— seven  ;  but  of  these  three  do  not  now  use  a  net. 

The  following  are  all  professional  fishermen,  and 
the  list  shows  that  Maidenhead  heads  the  list  with 
seven  persons  who  are  allowed  to  use  the  cast-net. 
Henley  follows  with  six,  Eton  four,  Sunbury, 
Bourne  End,  Marlow,  Reading,  and  Molesey,  three 
each ;  Chertsey,  Windsor,  Datchet,  Wargrave, 
Oxford,  Caversham,  Abingdon,  and  Staines,  two 
each  ;  and  the  following  places  have  one  each  : 
Ham,  Shepperton,  Laleham,  Halliford,  Weybridge, 
Clewer,  Sledley,  Lechlade,  Clifden  Hampden, 
Cookham,  Sorming,  Pangboume,  and  Long  Ditton. 
Excepting  those  who  net  below  Isleworth,  there  are 
in  all  sixty-one  others.  I  have  heard  it  suggested 
that  professional  fishermen  should  hand  their 
live-bait  to  the  lock-keepers  for  sale,  and  that  they 
should  both  share  in  the  proceeds,  a  percentage 
being  deducted  and  reserved  for  restocking  pur- 
poses ;  but  whether  anything  will  come  of  the 
suggestion  it  is  too  early  to  prophesy  beyond  this, 
that  the  professionals  are  not  likely  to  agree,  and 
that  even  this  would  not  stop  the  sending  of  large 
quantities  of  just  sizeable  bait  to  London  for  sale 
for  fishing  other  waters.  F.  H.  Amphlett 


FOKTHCOMING  EXHIBITION  AT 
MAESEILLES. 

International  Oceanographic  Exhibition  op 
Sea  Fisheries  and  Marine  Produce  Generally. 

This  exhibition,  which  is  to  open  on  April  15, 
1906,  in  Marseilles,  at  the  same  time  as  a  Colonial 
Exhibition,  is  entirely  under  official  control,  the 
General  Commissioner  being  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  Republic  and  the  Ministers  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  Interior  and  Colonies,  and  the  funds 
being  supplied  by  the  departments  interested  in  the 
matter,  and  surveyed  by  officers  of  the  Treasury. 
It  will  be  open  seven  months.  Applications  for 
space  will  be  accepted  up  to  Jan.  15,  1906,  and 
exhibits  should  arrive  in  Marseilles  between  Feb. 
15  and  March  1,  1906.  Copies  of  application  forms 
to  be  filled  by  exhibitors  can  be  had  by  applying  to 
Captain  D.  Wilson-Barker,  R,N,R.,  Greeniithe, 


January  6,  1906  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  3 

SALMON   FROM  VOSS   RIVER,  NORWAY. 

(See  "A  Grand  Salmon  Mod  Fishery  in  Norway  to  be  Sold"  page  1.) 
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Mr.  Stubdy's  First  Rise  of  the  Century  :  60lb.  ;  Length,  49in. 
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mulijEt  fishing  in  haebours. 

So  many  inquiries  have  been  made  respecting  the 
means  of  circumventing  mugil  capita  in  brackish 
"water,  that  I  venture  to  describe  the  method 
employed  in  a  still  harbour  that  I  am  well  acquainted 
with.  This  harbour  or  dock  is  very  deep  in  places, 
but  shallow  near  the  shores,  where  rafts  composed 
of  timber-baulks  lie  seasoning.  When  the  mullet 
have  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  harbour  after  their 
short  sojourn  in  the  sea,  they  apparently  spend  their 
waking  hours  in  making  circuits  of  this  confined 
space,  rooting  for  food  in  the  silk-like  weed  which 
abounds  near  the  shores,  especially  under  the  baulks. 
In  the  deeper  water  a  few  succumb  to  ragworm 
whilst  fishing  for  dabs  and  other  small  fry,  but  the 
fishing  I  wish  to  describe  is  entirely  different  in 
character.  It  is  essentially  summer  fishing — indeed, 
a  blazing  day  in  August  seems  most  favourable.  I 
say  "  seems  "  advLsedly,  for  the  grey  mullet  is  the 
most  capricious  of  fish.  The  rod  used  is  a  light  one, 
but  it  sliould  have  plenty  of  backbone.  The  reel 
should  have  at  least  one  hundred  yards  of  No.  2  or 
No.  3  waterproofed  Nottingham  silk.  The  bottom 
tackle  consists  of  two  or  three  yards  of  fine  undrawn 
gut,  a  No.  12  triangle  hook,  and  a  quill  float.  The 
cast  or  bottom  is  shotted  according  to  size  of  float, 
which  should  be  regulated  by  the  depth  of  water, 
and  the  wind,  whilst  a  roach  hook  can  be  suspended 
some  distance  up  the  cast  if  a  better  show  is  desirable. 
The  depth  required  is  variable,  and  jt  is  best  to  start 
fishing  about  a  foot  off  the  bottom.  If  no  response, 
shorten  gradually  till  a  fish  is  struck.  Now  for  the 
bait.  This  is  the  ordinary  white  bread  paste  well 
known  to  the  roacher.  The  hot-water  paste  recom- 
mended by  a  recent  contributor  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  would  serve  admirably,  as  it  is  as  tough  as 
nails.  To  attract  the  shoal,  scatter  crumbs  around 
the  float  from  time  to  time.  Another  mode  of 
ground- baiting,  though  lazy,  is  certainly  unique. 
The  bottom  of  a  stale  cottage  loaf  is  secured  to  a 
large  stone  by  a  piece  of  twine,  leaving,  say,  about 
a  foot  between  the  two,  and  sunk  in  the  "  swim  " 
as  quietly  as  possible.  The  loaf,  of  course,  rises,  and 
remains  suspended  about  a  foot  from  the  bottom, 
and  when  the  commotion  ceases  the  mullet  regain 
confidence  and  commence  attacking  the  loaf.  Their 
presence  is  made  known  to  the  angler  by  the  bubbles 
and  small  pieces  of  released  bread  rising  to  the 
surface.  Now  is  the  time  for  business.  The  three 
hooks  of  the  triangle  are  baited  with  tiny  pellets  of 
paste  and  cast  in  the  vicinity  of  the  submerged  loaf. 
A  mullet  bite  under  such  circumstances  is  a  study. 
Indeed,  it  is  generally  no  bite  at  all,  but  a  timid 
suck,  for  which  ilj^  mouth  is  specially  adapted. 
Sometimes  the  float  goes  right  under,  but  generally 
it  quivers  without  sinking,  as  if  held  in  a  trembling 
hand. 

It  is  advisable  to  strike  at  the  least  movement  of 
the  float,  but  strike  early  or  strike  late,  the  probable 
result  is  the  hooks  are  not  fleshed.  Most  of  the 
anglers  in  the  dock  I  speak  of  consider  it  a  splendid 
bite  when  the  float  quivers  and  gradually  sinks  till 
the  tip  is  one-eighth  of  an  inch  below  the  surface. 
After  the  excitement  of  missing  bites  wears  off,  one 
begins  to  strike  more  carefully,  and  soon  over  goes  the 
rod  top.  Now  a  battle  royal  commences,  and  if 
a  good-sized  fish  he  will  give  you  a  few  minutes' 
grand  sport.  Never  hurry  a  mullet.  He  com- 
mences slowly,  but  his  fight  is  of  the  crescendo 
order.  At  the  end  of  every  run  he  makes  short 
jerks  with  his  head,  similar  to  a  salmon  "  jiggering," 
to  get  rid  of  the  hooks.  He  bores  and  rushes  imder 
the  piles,  but  a  lowering  of  the  rod  top  and  careful 
manipulation  of  the  reel  should  meet  this  manoeuvre, 
and  then  wearying  he  comes  to  the  surface,  fighting 
to  the  last.  To  let  him  lash  the  surface  is  fatal  ; 
his  mouth  is  so  tender.  A  careful  management  of 
the  net  should  see  him  "  banked  "  or  "  baulked," 
and  one  may  be  well  pardoned  for  gazing  at  the 
beauty  a  while.  He  is  indeed  a  beauty — the 
dark  converging  lines  on  his  flanks,  the  glorious 
evanescent  sheen,  and  the  slender  tail  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  mackerel  tribe,  place  this  fish  among 
the  aristocrats  in  the  piscine  family.  The  timbers 
are  the  best  to  operate  from,  as  the  main  desidera- 
tum is  to  keep  out  of  sight. 

Again,  if  without  a  net  one  may  use  one's  weight 
to  lower  the  end  of  a  plank  below  the  surface,  and 
bringing  the  exhausted  fish  directly  over  the  plank 
the  foot  is  released,  and  the  fish  hoisted  into  the 
air,  when  a  strain  will  slide  him  along  to  your  reach. 
Great  care  should  be  taken  to  make  as  little  noise 
as  possible,  as  the  least  vibration  will,  put  the^fish 
off.    Some  readers  will  possibly  deem  all  this  caro 


unnecessary,  when  they  recall  the  mullet  fishing 
described  by  our  editor  at  Mudeford,  where  coarse 
paternosters  and  heavy  leads  were  the  order  of  the 
day.  But  in  brackish  and  still  waters  of  harbours 
their  discriminating  powers  equal,  if  not  excel, 
those  of  the  trout.  Daybreak  is  the  best  time, 
3  or  4  a.m.  being  none  too  early.  The  best  months 
are  July,  -'August,  and  September.  Mullet  rarely 
bite  during  midday,  though  no  hard-and-fast  rules 
can  be  laid  down.  They  sometimes  come  on 
towards  evening.  In  conclusion,  I  hope  your  first 
mullet  will  be  a  3-pounder.  His  fight  will  be  an 
experience.  May  you  not  hook  and  lose  so  many  as 
the  -wTiter  has  done. 

P.S. — I  might  mention  that  some  anglers  (?)  use 
minnow  flights,  plus  half  a  dozen  single  hooks, 
baiting  the  top  ones  only.  They  foul  hook  every 
fish,  and  as  they  use  pike  line,  they  land  their  fish 
M'ith  scant  ceremony.  RuTiLUs. 


A  HANDSOME  ALIEN. 

Considering  the  amount  of  time,  thought,  energy, 
and  money  that  has  been  expended  during  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  on  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  our  inland  fisheries,  it  is  not  a  little 
surprising  that  the  sport-giving  qualities  of  the 
Austrian  dace,  or  as  it  is  perhaps  more  generally 
known,  the  golden  iirfe,  have  not  obtained  a  wider 
recognition  among  those  who  have  devoted  their 
attention  to  these  all-important  subjects.  Apart 
from  its  brilliant  coloration,  which  in  depth  ,and 
intensity  rivals  that  of  the  Chinese  goldfish,  the 
orfe  adapts  itself  readily  to  our  English  waters, 
increases  rapidly  in  size  and  number,  is,  like  its 
near  relation,  the  dace,  a  surface  and  a  bottom 
feeder,  and  when  hooked  is  a  stubborn  and  deter- 
mined fighter.  From  a  sporting  point  of  view, 
another  circumstance  in  its  favour  is  that,  unlike 
the  dace,  which  can  exist  only  in  streams  with  a 
series  of  alternating  shallows  and  deeps  to  which 
it  can  resort  according  to  the  season  of  the  year,  the 
orfe  is  as  much  at  home  in  still,  as  it  is  in  moving 
water,  and  consequently  is  on  that  account  an 
excellent  fish  with  which  to  stock  small  lakes, 
reservoirs,  ponds,  and  places  of  a  similar  character. 

Although  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
golden  orfe  in  captivity,  it  was  not  until  about  six 
weeks  ago  that  I  had  the  opportunity  of  making  its 
acquaintance  under  natural  conditions.  It  happened 
to  be  a  particularly  busy  morning,  and  as  is  in- 
variably the  case  on  such  occasions,  the  callers  at 
my  office  in  the  Brighton  Aquarium  were  unusually 
numerous  and  temper- trying.  Among  the  number 
was  a  friend  of  mine  who  suggested  a  turn  among 
the  orfen. 

"  My  dear  chap,"  I  replied  in  a  not  too  amiable 
tone  of  voice,  "  we  are  rearranging  four  tanks  and 
transferring  those  trout  that  came  in  last  night 
from  the  North — ^how  on  earth  do  you  think  I  can 
get  away  ?  Why,  it's  altogether  preposterous  to 
imagine  it  for  a  single  moment.  Ask  the  Chief,  and 
see  what  kind  of  an  answer  you'll  get." 

"  I  have  just  seen  him,"  replied  the  tempter,  "  and 
he  wants  you  to  go."  That  being  the  case,  I  had 
to  submit  to  the  inevitable  with  the  best  possible 
grace  I  could  assume  under  the  circumstances,  trying 
as  they  were.  I  may  say  that  to  do  so  did  not 
require  a  superhuman  effort  of  the  will.  We 
accordingly  caught  the  next  train  from  the  Brighton 
Central  to  a  station  not  more  than  a  hundred  miles 
past  Red  Hill — I  always  like  to  be  strictly  accurate  as 
to  locality — from  whence,  burdened  with  our  rods  and 
a  heavy  carrier  for  transporting  the  prospective 
trophies  of  our  skill,  we  had  to  tramp  nearly  three 
miles  to  our  fishing  ground. 

This,  when  we  reached  it,  was  a  small  lake  of 
some  two  acres  in  extent,  situated  in  the  heart  of  a 
picturesque  wood.  So  far  as  I  could  see  it  was 
about  the  last  place  in  which  any  sane  angler  would 
expect  to  find  fish.  My  companion  was  the  first  to 
get  to  work,  in  about  three  feet  of  water.  He  was 
using  an  ordinary  roach  rod  with  light  running 
tackle,  with  worm  as  the  bait.  Not  more  than  five 
minutes  had  elapsed  from  the  time  he  commenced 
fishing  when  there  came  a  call  for  the  landing-net, 
and  after  an  exciting  struggle  of  some^duration  a 
fine  orfe  of  a  little  over  l^lb.  was  transferred  from 
the  net  to  the  carrier.  Before  I  was  ready  to  begin 
there  was  another  call,  and  in  something  of  the 
same  space  of  time  and  amidst  equal  excitement  a 
second  orfe  joined  its  companion  in  the  carrier. 
t,^  Orfen,  so  far  as  I  have  seen  of  them,  feed  by  fits 
and  starts.    For  at  least  an  hour  we  tried  worms, 


paste,  and  gentles,  but  without  avail.  At  length^I 
noticed  a  curious  niggling  at  my  float — a  sort  of 
short  upward  rising  and  sinking — followed  by  a 
sudden  bob  downwards.  On  lifting  the  point  of  the 
rod,  I  found  I  was  fast  to  another  good  fish.  He 
was  game  to  the  backbone,  and  gave  me  a  magni- 
ficent bit  of  sport,  which  thoroughly  tested  the 
temper  of  my  drawn  gut  bottom  before  he  could  be 
coaxed  into  the  net,  and  showed  himself  to  be  of 
the  same  size  as  the  brace  already  in  our  possession. 
A  further  interval  of  quietude  followed,  and  then, 
having  shifted  my  position,  I  landed  another  brace 
in  quick  succession,  similar  in  weight  to  those 
reposing  in  the  carrier. 

It  was  now  growing  dark,  and  we  could  hardly 
see  our  floats.  "  No  more  sport  to-day,"  I  said. 
The  words,  however,  had  hardly  been  spoken  before 
my  friend  was  fast  into  another  beauty,  and  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  completing  our  third  brace. 
Thoroughly  satisfied  with  our  sport,  we  now  con- 
sidered it  time  to  pack  up  and  make  our  way  to  the 
station  with  our  precious  cargo  of  fish,  which  were 
transferred  next  morning  to  the  golden  carp  tank 
in  the  Sussex  Corridor  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium, 
where  they  make  an  exceedingly  handsome  addition 
to  one  of  the  handsomest  collections  of  coloured 
fish  on  exhibition  in  any  aquarium  in  the  United 
Kingdom.    It  was  indeed  a  red-letter  day. 

G.  E.  SiMMS. 


DRY-FLY  FISHING  PAST  AND 
PRESENT. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  a  very  interesting 
article  by  Mr.  Henry  G.  Green,  in  the  Field  of 
Dec.  30.— R.  B.  M. 

So  much  has  recently  been  said  and  ■WTitten 
on  the  relative  advantages  of  dry  and  wet  fly  fishing 
that  it  would  bejvery  difficult  to  say  anything  either 
new  or  interesting  on  the  subject.  But  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  I  have  never  read  anything 
calling  attention  to  the  very  ,  great  alteration  which 
has  taken  place  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  art, 
for  art  it  is,  of  dry-fly  fishing,  as  practised  now, 
differs  from  what  it  was  on  its  first  introduction. 
I  say  its  first  introduction,  but  it  might  be  better 
and  more  accurate  if  I  were  to  say  my  first  intro- 
duction to  the  novelty,  as  I  am  aware  there  is  a 
diflSculty  in  fixing  the  date  of  its  first  practice.  I 
believe  I  am  correct  in  thinking  that  it  was  princi- 
pally, if  not  entirely,  at  that  time  confined  to  the 
chalk  streams  of  the  southern  counties,  and  that 
probably  the  Test  and  the  Itchen  were  the  first  on 
which  it  became,  so  to  speak,  naturalised.  So  far 
as  I  can  remember,  it  was  about  the  year  1854  that 
I  first  saw  it  used.  I  was  at  the  time  fishing  a 
reach  of  the  Test  immediately  above  Romsey,  when 
a  friend — an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  but  when  I  had 
formerly  known  him  by  no  means  a  successful  one — 
joined  me,  and  was  full  of  the  new  method,  which 
he  said  he  had  recently  seen  practised,  and  which 
he  called  dry-fly  fishing  ;  he  then  and  there  pro- 
ceeded to  give  me  an  exposition  of  the  art. 

I  am  bound  to  say  that  his  performance  did  not 
very  favourably  impress  me,  but  I  saw  that  there 
might  be,  and  probably  would  be,  a  great  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  the  method  if  it  were  followed 
in  a  skilful  and  scientific  manner,  and  I  at  once 
determined  to  give  it  a  full  and  exhaustive  trial. 
This  I  did  on  several  occasions,  to  become  on  each 
more  and  more  delighted  with  the  method,  and  I 
think  I  may  safely  say  that  for  very  many  years  I 
used  it  exclusively  for  trout  and  almost  entirely 
even  for  autumn  grayling  fishing  ;  the  charm  of 
finding  a.  rising  fish  and  taking  it  after  perhaps  a 
prolonged  effort  far  and  away  exceeded  the  pleasure 
to  be  derived  from  many  fish  taken  with  the  wet- 
fly  dowTi  stream.  Both  systems  have  their  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages.  Fishing  with  the  dry-fly 
to  the  rise  enables  one  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
weight  of  the  rising  fish,  and  thus  not  unnecessarily 
to  hook  or  frighten  an  imdersized  one,  which,  of 
course,  if  taken  has  to  be  returned  to  the  water.  It 
has,  however,  the  disadvantage  of  causing  the 
fisherman  to  be  entirely  inactive  if  fish  are  not 
rising. 

I  may  now  call  attention  to  the  great  difference 
of  the  rods  and  flies  used  in  the  early  daysj^of  the 
dry-fly  from  tho.se  which  now  find  imiversal  favour. 
Originally,  a  double-handed  rod,  : usually  green- 
heart,  of  from  14ft.  to  15ft.,  was^used,  the  flies 
being  much  larger  than  those  preferred  at  the 
present  day.    The  cast,  too,  was  usually  stouter, 
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drawn  and  gossamer  gut  being  then  never  even 
thought  of.  Indeed,  -with  such  a  powerful  rod  the 
risk  of  a  break  woidd  have  been  too  great  to  incur. 
The  fisherman  of  these  days,  having  spotted  a  rise, 
never  thought  of  stalking  the  fish  as  ho  would  now, 
but,  having  taken  up  his  stand  some  yards  from 
the  bank,  cast  invariably  up  stream  to  either  side 
or  to  the  middle,  according  to  tha  place  where  the 
fish  was  rising.    All  is  now  changed. 

If  the  double-handed  rod  could  be  reverted  to, 
I  still  think  that  by  its  means,  in  the  hands  of  an 
expert,  a  fly  covdd  be  put  much  more  lightly  over 
a  fish  than  with  the  shorter  rod,  and  there  would  be 
the  additional  advantage  that,  owing  to  the  increased 
length,  very  little  of  the  cast,  say,  not  more  than  2ft. 
or  3ft.,  naed  touch  the  water  at  all,  and  this  would, 
of  course,  very  much  lessen  the  liability  to  drag, 
which  is  so  fatal  in  dry-fly  fishing.  I  am  convinced, 
from  watching  many  persons  in  the  early  days  of 
dry-fly  fishing,  that  it  is  quite  possible,  and  not 
only  that  it  is  possible,  but  that  it  is  a  common 
error,  to  throw  too  straight  a  line  ;  the  efEect  of  this 
(as  there  is  no  allowance  for  the  play  of  the  current) 
is  to  cause  the  fly  to  drag  almost  instantly.  My 
own  practice  has  been  to  drop  my  hand  immediately 
before  the  cast  touched  the  water,  a  plan  which 
generally  gives  a  slack  of  about  a  foot  to  guide 
into  and  be  carried  down  with  the  stream.  I 
remember  on  one  occasion  pointing  this  out  to  a 
friend,  who  threw  the  straightest  line  I  ever  saw 
thrown,  and  he  told  me  afterwards  that  hp  had 
largely  increased  his  bag  by  following  this  simple 
tip. 

I  have  expressed  some  doubt  whether  dry-fly 
fishing  is  to  continue  in  the  future  what  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  and  my  reasons  for  doing  so  are  many. 
In  the  first  place,  I  am  convinced  that  fish  do  not 
rise  now  as  freely  as  they  did  five  and  twenty  years 
since,  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  be 
borne  out  by  the  older  members  of  the  craft, 
although,  of  course,  there  may  be  exceptions,  where 
the  water  has  been  very  strictly  preserved,  or  the 
fishing  ov3r  it  very  sparingly  exercised.  No  doubt 
most  fishermen  have  formed  their  own  opinion  as 
to  the  cau.se  of  this  difference,  but  mine  is,  as  I  have 
before  said,  that  there  are  many.  I  think  that  the 
great  scarcity  of  fly  which  has  been  so  much  felt  of 
late  and  the  gi-eat  increase  in  the  number  of  fisher- 
men are  two  very  probable  causes.  I  also  think 
the  largely  increased  love  of  grayling  fishing  may 
have  had  a  very  material  influence  in  this  direction. 
In  former  years  trout  fishing  ended  in  August  or  by 
the  middle  of  September  on  most  of  the  southern 
rivers,  and  there  was  little  done  after  that  time. 
JTow,  where  grayling  are  found,  no  sooner  does  the 
trout  season  end  than  grayling  fishing  begins, 
and  is  carried  on  to  the  end  of  December,  and 
by^ome  even  into  the  first  two  months  of  the 
following  year.  Thus  the  fish  never  really  get  any 
rest.  I  think  there  are  many  other  causes  which 
will,  in  the  future,  render  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
dry-fly  less  universal  than  it  has  been  on  many 
rivers,  but  to  enumerate  them  would  be  to  take 
too  long.  I  will,  therefore,  conclude  by  repeating 
that  wherever  a  dry-fly  can  be  properly  used  and 
fish  are  rising,  more  pleasure  will  be  derived  from 
the  taking  of  one  fish  by  such  means,  whether  by 
the  old  or  modem  method,  than  would  result  from 
half  a  dozen  caught  with  the  wet-fly.  Yet  now  I 
would  by  no  means  advocate  standing  idle  when 
fish  are  not  rising,  but  would,  on  the  contrary, 
recommend  an  occasional  u.se  of  the  wet-fly  if  the 
day  and  water  should  be  at  all  suitable  for  its  use. 


THE  "PINE"  STKAIGHT-PULL 
SPREADEE  SEA  TACKLE. 

Mr.  D.vvid  PrNE,  the  well-known  angler,  sends 
me  the  following  note  and  illustration  of  a  spreader 
which  he  has  used  with  the  greatest  success.  He 
says :  "  I  thought  if  you  put  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
some  of  our  sea-angler  friends  might  find  it  useful." 

This  sea  tackle  has  been  ased  by  me  with  the 
greatest  success  during  the  past  season,  and  has 
taken  more  than  double  the  fish  caught  by  pater- 
noster. Xearly  all  fish,  including  even  cod  and 
whiting,  feed  on  or  near  the  bottom,  and  experienced 
sea-anglers  know  that  the  bottom  hook  of  the 
paternoster  takes  three  times  as  many  fish  as  the 
upper  ones.  With  this  "Pine"  tackle  there  are 
many  advantages  over  the  ordinary  spreader  tackle. 
Without  the  use  <yi  the  two  side  stays,  2  and  2, 
when  a  fish  bites  ono  side  of  the  tackle  is  tilted  right 
up.  The  strike,  therefore,  ia  not  ao  quick,  nor  ia  the 


bite  felt  so  soon.  Very  often  a  tangle  occurs  also. 
With  the  new  arrangement  a  tangle  is  almost  un. 
known.  Then  there  is  greater  strength,  as  instead 
of  depending  upon  one  strand  of  gut,  there  are 
three.  I  always  make  the  tackle  with  graduated 
gut — namely,  No.  2  stays  of  the  thickest  gut  pro- 
curable. No.  4  snoods  slightly  less  thick.  No.  5  gut 
lengths  finer  still.  Thus,  in  the  event  of  a  foul  or  a 
break  away,  the  hook  length  orJy  breaks,  and  the 
rest  of  the  tackle  is  saved.  The  main  tackle  will 
last  for  a  long  time,  so  after  all  is  not  so  very 
expensive.  I  use  strongest  salmon  gut,  known,  I 
believe,  in  the  trade  as  "  rough  sea  gut."  I  am  told 
that  this  gut  is  discarded  from  the  first  pickings  of 
strongest  salmon  gut,  on  account  of  slight  imper- 
fection in  the  strands,  rendering  it  not  quite  fit  for 
the  best  casts.  It  answers  admirably,  however,  for 
sea-fishing,  as  one  can  cut  out  the  damaged  parts. 
In  this  way  I  get  the  acme  of  strength  with  the 
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minimum  of  expense.  Messrs.  Ramsbottom,  of 
Manchester,  have  sent  me  some  "  rough  sea  gut," 
and  at  a  very  low  price. 

With  the  all-important  object  of  using  a  tackle 
that  affords  the  smallest  possible  resistance  to 
strong  tides,  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  away 
everything  that  will  obstruct ;  thus  the  ends  of  the 
spreader,  8,  8,  are  merely  flattened  instead  of  being 
ringed.  The  lead  loop,  6,  is  of  gut,  with  the  loop  made 
large  enough  to  enable  a  ringed  lead  to  be  changed 
in  an  instant.  When  fishing,  the  lead  should  rest 
on  the  bottom,  and  this  is  so  arranged  that,  with  a 
medium'  tide,  the  baited  hooks  are  floating  within  a 
couple  of  inches  of  the^bottom.    Daved  H.  Pine. 


'*  It  was  only  five  years  ago  that  I  started  in  with 
our  firm  at  a  pound  a  week,"  said  Bragg,i  "  and  now 
I  earn  ten  pounds  a  week  without  trouble."  t"  That's 
HO ;  it's  easy  to  earn  that,"  replied  Nowitt,  "  but 
how  much  do  you  get  T  " 
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The  Whiting-. 

( Merlangus  vu  Igaris. ) 

There  are  several  fish  known  under  the  generic 
term  of  Whiting,  and  as  they  are  frequently  con- 
founded with  each  other,  it  has  been  deemed  advis- 
able to  mention  the  different  varieties,  as  well  as 
their  provincial  names,  in  order  to  prevent  mistakes. 

First,  in  order  and  quality,  is  the  common  whiting 
{Merlangus  vul/jaris),  called  also  the  silver  whiting. 

Second,  the  whiting-pollack  {Merlangus  pollachius) 
or  whiting-coal,  by  which  name  it  is  known  in 
Hampshire  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  etc.,  and  is,  as 
its  name  implies,  of  a  darker  hue 

Third,  the  coalfish  or  sillock  {Merlangus  cnr- 
honarius).  This  is  the  race  or  rauning  (an  old 
Cornish  word  for  ravening  or  ravenous)  pollack,  and 
is  of  a  much  darker  green  on  the  back,  and  of  a 
rounder  form  of  body  generally  than  the  preceding 
classes.  This  fish  is  more  abundant  on  the  northern 
than  on  our  southern  shores,  although  found  every- 
where. It  is  numerous  and  large  in  Norway  and 
North  America. 

The  common  or  silver  whiting  {Merlangus  vul- 
garis) abounds  upon  our  coasts,  where  the  bottom 
is  sufficiently  soft  or  oozy  for  the  abode  of  the 
worms  on  which  it  is  supposed  to  feed,  and  some- 
times grows  to  41b.  or  5lb.  in  weight,  but  is  usually 
much  smaller.  The  finest  run  of  whiting  I  have 
seen  have  been  caught  on  the  southern  coasts  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  the 
average  size  of  which  certainly  is  not  more  than  21b. 
in  weight.  It  is  true  that  numbers  of  a  much 
larger  size  are  taken,  but  they  must  be  regarded  as 
above  the  average. 

In  early  summer  the  fish  are  much  smaller  than 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when,  after  having 
enjoyed  their  summer's  food,  they  are  in  the  best 
condition  for  the  table,  being  light  and  nutritious. 

The  depth  of  water  in  which  the  greater  part  of 
the  whiting  are  caught  near  Plymouth  is  from 
twenty-eight  to  thirty-two  fathoms,  and  between 
the  distances  of  from  two-and-a-half  to  six  miles 
from  the  shore  ;  that  is  to  say,  between  the  Eddy- 
stone  and  the  Rame  Head,  the  westernmost  head- 
land of  Plymouth  Sound.  They  are  by  no  means 
confined  to  these  limits,  as  both  east  and  west  of 
this  great  quantities  are  taken,  as  well  as  over 
nearly  the  whole  circuit  of  our  coasts  ;  and,  as  the 
season  advances,  they  approach  the  shore  to  within 
one  and  one  and  a  half  mile,  and  small  sections  enter 
the  different  bays  along  the  coast,  and  the  deep 
water  harbours  of  Plymouth  and  Falmouth,  etc., 
and  proceed  up  .  some  miles,  there  being,  on  the 
average,  ten  or  twelve  fathoms  of  water  at  a  consider- 
able distance  up  these  arms  of  the  sea  ;  this,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case  with  the  main  body  of  the  fish, 
which  remains  in  the  deep  water,  for  in  thirty 
fathoms  whiting  may  be  taken  nearly  the  whole 
year  roimd  in  the  English  Channel. 

In  moderate  depths  of  water  at  the  distance  of 
one  or  two  miles  from  the  shore,  whiting  are  rarely 
to  be  taken  in  any  quantity  before  June.  Although 
they  are  to  be  met  with  in  congenial  localities  aU 
round  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom,  there  are  con- 
siderable intervals  either  entirely  destitute  of  this 
fish  or  only  occasionally  visited  by  them. 

Where  a  large  extent  of  the  sea-bottom  exists 
frequented  by  this  fish  during  the  chief  part  of  the 
year,  it  has  received  the  name  of  a  "  whiting  ground  " 
from  time  immemorial,  amongst  fishermen. 

Ground- Fishing"  Gear. 

I  have  placed  the  article  on  ground-fishing  gear 
to  follow  that  on  the  whiting,  that  being  the  most 
important  fish  taken  at  the  bottom.  In  treating 
of  other  fish  I  refer  to  this  article,  mentioning  such 
modifications  regarding  sizes  of  Lines,  or  weight  of 
leads,  etc.,  as  I  have  foimd  necessary. 

The  methods  of  fitting  gear  for  gi-oimd- fishing 
differ  much  in  different  localities,  much  more,  in 
fact,  than  necessity  requires,  the  truth  being  simply 


*  This  series  commenced  on  Nov.  25,  1905.  Our 
sea  fishing  readers  who  can  correct  any  errors  in 
these  sea  fishing  notes  wdll  greatly  oblige  by  doing 
8o. — Ed. 
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this — that  any  tackle  which  will  work  clear,  and 
place  the  bait  fairly  within  roach  of  the  fish,  will 
be  Bure  to  catch  them,  the  form  of  the  gear  being 
bound,  as  far  as  success  is  concerned,  by  no  arbitrary 
rules  ;  but  to  fulfil  its  requirements,  whatever  be 
its  form,  the  tackle  must  be  the  best  of  its  kind,  or 
it  will  prove  a  failure.  In  such  deep  water  as  that 
to  which  I  have  just  referred  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  article,  heavy  sinkers  are,  of  course, 
required,  and  even  then  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the 
baited  hooks  near  the  bottom  during  the  strength  of 
the  stream  of  tide  at  the  springs,  which  is  necessary, 
for  although  the  fish  sometimes  are  found  at  a  less 
depth,  yet  this  is  quite  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule,  and  the  baits  should  therefore  be  kept  just 
clear  of  the  ground.  Ofi  jutting  points  and  head- 
lands heavy  gear  is  also  necessary,  oven  in  a  mode- 
rate depth  of  water  ;  but  in  bays  and  off  parts  of 
the  coast,  where  depths  and  streams  of  tide  are  not 
beyond  the  average,  much  lighter  sinkers  may  be 
used,  provided  they  will  keep  the  ground.  The 
most  common  error  is  to  use  a  stout  lino  whore  a 
fine  one  would  be  just  as  effectual  ;  this  by  necessity 
involves  a  heavy  sinker,  because  the  stout  line  holds 
so  much  tide  that  bottom  cannot  bo  kept  with  a 
light  one,  that  is  to  say,  with  a  sinker  of  moderate 
weight.  Although  the  varieties  of  lines  figured  and 
described  in  this  article  are  fitted  out  with  intention 
of  taking  whiting,  the  captures  are  by  no  means 
confined  to  this  fisli,  but  grey  and  rod  gurnards,  sea- 
bream,  cod,  haddock,  ling,  and  dabs,  etc,  to  say 


sneads  or  sids,  and  consists  of  either  twisted  white 
hair,  single  I  or  twisted  gut,  silk,  hemp,  or  flax. 
The  snood  is  either  long  or  short,  according  to  tbe 
kind  of  gear,  and  of  which  it  forms  a  very  important 
part.  Two-stranded  snooding  is  far  preferable  to 
three-stranded,  being  stifEer  and  less  liable  to  foul. 

Sectional  Lead  Sinkers. — The  first  instance'of 
this  newly-invented  class  of  sinker  which  has  come 
under  the  author's  notice,  is  the  deep-sea  fishing 
lead  of  Messrs.  C.  and  R.  Brooks,  formed  of 
sections  on  a  brass  wire  spill,  these  sections  inter- 
locking after  the  manner  of  the  weights  of  a  weighing 
machine  seen  at  most  railway-stations.  It  is 
intended  for  whiting  fishing  for  yachts  on  the  off 
ground,  and  is  applicable  to  the  capture  of  all 
groimd  fish  in  deep  water.  The  ancient  conical  or 
bell-shaped  form  of  lead  has  also  been  divided  into 
three  small  sections,  connected  with  brass  screws, 
through  holes  to  correspond,  by  which  one,  two,  or 
the  whole  three  sections,  collectively  (weighing 
21b.  4oz.),  can  be  used  according  to  the  strength 
of  the  tidal  current.  It  is  known  as  "  Allcock's 
Patent  Sea-Lead,"  Redditcli.  A  third  sectional 
sinker  is  the  dome  or  cupola  lead.  These  sinkers 
have  been  designed  in  sections  to  obviate  the 
necessity  |of  '  carrying  about  several  leads  of 
different  sizes,  and  in  both  these  instances  the 
required  end  seems  to  have  been  well  attained. 
These  sinkers  can  bo  used  with  all  kinds  of  gear, 
to  which  the  cone  lead  is  commonly  attached,  for 


nothing  of  those  plagues,  the  dogfish,  are  constantly 
caught  therewith. 

In  describing  the  various  kinds  of  ground-lines, 
their  differences  and  relative  advantages  will  be 
pointed  out,  and  the  variety  of  form  of  sinker  and 
method  of  fitting  will  be  rendered  evident  from  an 
inspection  of  the  accompanying  cut.  Leads  of 
1  lb.  and  of ,  21b.  weight  are  very  useful  for  most 
kinds  of  ground -fishing  alongshore,  and  in  common 
with  others  of  greater  weight  are  always  fitted  with 
booms  or  boarers-off,  to  keep  the  hooks  from 
twisting  round  the  linos,  which  booms,  whether  they 
consist  of  wire,  wood,  or  whalebone,  are  known  by 
the  name  of  chopsticks  on  the  coasts  east  of  the 
Dorset  coastline,  but  to  the  westward  they  have 
obtained  the  designation  of  "  gangings,"  or 
"  stocks."  Thus  a  fisherman  is  said  to  garuje  or 
stnck  his  lead,  when  he  is  mounting  it  with  the 
above  appendages,  to  keep  his  snood  or  trace  clear 
of  the  line  itself.  These  appendages,  namely,  the 
booms,  gangings,  or  stocks,  do  not  force  them- 
selves on  the  notice  of  freshwater  fishermen,  owing 
to  the  comparatively  shallow  water  in  which  they 
fish,  but  imless  they  receive  attention  In  salt-water 
fishing  annoyance  is  endless,  for  in  the  act  of 
sinking  the  snood  and  hooks  take  a  parallel  position 
to  the  line,  the  baits  spin  in  the  action  of  sinliing 
and  twist  round  the  line  itself  in  a  most  exasperating 
manner,  causing  much  loss  of  time,  and  interruption 
to  sport,  during  disentanglement.  Some  are  fixed, 
others  revolving. 

Snooding. — The  material  to  which  hooks  are 
attached  is  generally  known  as  snood  or  snooding, 


the  hand-line  or  angling  rod,  for  the  rod  first  and 
second  sections  are  best. 

Fishing  Leads  or  Sinkers. — Th?se  necessary 
adjuncts  to  sea-lines,  whether  used  with  or  without 
an  angling  rod,  are  of  different  forms  and  modes  of 
mounting  according  to  the  usage  of  different  dis- 
tricts, and  their  weights  vary  according  to  the 
strength  of  tidal  currents,  and  depths  of  water. 
There  was  formerly  but  little  commimication 
between  fishermen  of  different  districts,  and  even 
at  present  it  is  much  less  than  might  be  expected ; 
very  little  tackle  or  useful  sea  gear  could  be  found 
in  London,  or  the  throe  or  four  adjacent  maritime 
counties,  and  the  freshwater  tackle  makers  have 
for  some  time  discovered  since  they  have  had  so 
many  customers  for  sea-gear,  that  to  obtain  good 
and  useful  patterns  to  qualify  themselves  to  supply 
their  numerous  applicants,  they  must  have  recourse 
to  the  south-west  and  north-east  coasts  of  England, 
and  possibly  to  localities  at  a  greater  distance. 
From  want  of  familiarity  with  the  great  advance 
made  in  sea-fishing  and  sea-angling  gear  in  Devon 
and  Cornwall  during  the  last  forty  years  or  more, 
ingenious  amateurs  have  invented  forms  of  tackle 
or  gear,  which  have  long  since  been  invented  and 
condemned.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  they  have 
not  been  able  to  define  the  primary  principle 
which  should  regulate  the  form  of  all  sea-sinkers 
with  their  adjuncts,  namely,  that  when  hauled  up 
from  the  lower  depths,  they  should  always  rise  end 
on  to  their  lino  of  upward  progress,  together  with 
their  booms,  bearers  off,  or  chopsticks,  stocks,  or 
gangings,  as  these  adjuncts  ma,y  be  designatedjjin 


different  localities.  One  of  the  first  arrangements 
for  ground  fishing  at  sea  was  a  simple  cross  of  two 
pieces  of  stiff  wire,  umbrella,  whalebone,  or  cane, 
lashed  together  at  their  middles,  having  a  hook  and 
short  snood  at  each  of  the  four  ends  of  the  cross, 
the  lead  hanging  under  the  point  of  intersection 
of  the  wires  or  canes,  the  line  made  fast  immfv 
diately  over  it.  This  was  a  very  cumbrous  arrange- 
ment, and  has  never  found  continued  favour  with 
practical  fishermen,  as  it  is  impossible  to  handle  it 
with  that  rapidity  always  recognised  as  an  essential 
requirement  in  all  sea  tackle  or  gear  for  the 
reasons  explained.  An  improvement  on  the  ancient 
cross  form  of  tackle  has  at  least  appeared  in  two 
instances,  namely,  an  arrangement  with  three 
booms  or  arms  of  the  cross  instead  of  four,  either 
movable  or  disconnecting,  for  the  convenience  of 
stowage  in  the  pocket  or  basket,  but  they  are  both 
expensive  in  construction  and  cumbrous  to  use, 
in  addition  to  which  they  do  not  come  end  on  to 
their  work  in  rising  through  the  water,  which  is 
the  first  principle  to  be  observed  in  designing  all 
sea-fishing  gear  for  either  angling  with  the  rod  or 
hand-lining,  in  consequence  of  the  deep  water  and 
strength  of  tidal  currents  with  which  we  have 
frequentl  to  deal.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  the  principle  of  horizontality  (if  I  may  coin 
such  a  word)  which  is  so  carefully  to  bo  avoided  in 
the  ascent  of  the  sinker  and  booms  from  the  bottom, 
should  be  absolutely  necessary  to  convey  the  hooks 
and  Sfiood  without  entanglement  in  their  descent 
to  reach  the  fish  on  or  near  the  ground. 

[Mr.  R.  H.  Hawes  kindly  informs  us  that  Buck- 
ingham, pilot  and  boatman,  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion with  Ilfracombe,  was  drowned  in  the  yacht 
Monarch  some  years  ago. — Ed.] 

{To  be  continued.) 


SPOKT  IN  SCANDINAVIA. 


SIR  HENRY  POTTINGER'S  "FLOOD,  FELL, 
AND  FOREST,"  ETC.* 


In  two  handsome,  well-illustrated  volumes,  Mr. 
Edward  Arnold  has  published  a  capital  book  on 
fishing  and  shooting  by  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Bart., 
entitled,  "  Flood,  Fell,  and  Forest."  I  have  read 
most  of  the  works  on  sport  in  Scandinavia,  and 
none  seem  to  have  a  more  personal  interest  than 
these  volumes  of  reminiscences  by  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger If  a  second  edition  is  called  for,  I  hope  it 
will  have  an  index  and  a  map — an  index,  at  any 
rate  ;  it  ought  to  bo  illegal  to  publish  any  book  of 
importance  ^rithout  a  good  index. 

Sport  in  Norway  in  the  Middle  of  Last  Centuky 
—The  Tana. 
Sir  Henry  refers  to  so  many  "works  about  sport 
or  referring  to  sport  in  Scandinavia  that  I  should 
say  there  are  not  many  ho  does  not  know,  and  yet 
he  appears  never  to  have  seen  or  read  one  of  the 
best  little  guides  ever  published — of  course,  out 
of  date  long  ago,  but  still  very  good  reading.  I 
refer  to  "  Jones's  Guide  to  Norway  and  Salmon 
Fisher's  Pocket  Companion."  This  admirably 
illustrated  guide  is  now  scarce,  chiefly  because  it 
contains  the  most  beautifully  drawn,  hand-coloured 
illustrations  of  salmon  flies  which  have  ever  been 
published.  It  was  published  in  1848  for  J.  Jones, 
the  fishing  tackle  maker  of  111,  Jermyn-stroet,  by 
Longmans,  who  have  published  most  of  the  best 
books  on  angling,  including  that  of  Francis  Francis, 
for  so  many  years  angling  editor  of  the  Field.  It 
was  in  his  library  at  the  Firs,  Twickenham,  in  the 
early  eighties  that  Mr.  Francis  called  my  attention 
to  the  exquisite  coloured  plates  of  salmon  flies  in 
Jones's  Guide.  Writing; in  1905,  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger says  : — "  The  crown  and  glory  of  Nordenfjelds 
is  the  groat  River  Tana,  which,  born  of  the  junction 
of  two  noble  streams,  the  Anarjok  and  the  Karasjok, 
flows  into  an  inlet  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  eighty  miles 
east  of  the  North  Cape.  In  the  year  1857  a  veil 
of  considerable  mystery  still  hung  over  the  river, 
and  it  entered  into  the  heads  and  hearts  of  six 
young  men,  forming  two  separate  parties,  to  try 
to  lift  that  veil.  One  party  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Charles  Hambro,  Merthyr  Guest,  Qover  and  Smith, 
and  the  other  of  John  Sargent  and  myself."  (In 
the  Fishing  Gazette  I  have  given  articles  on  the 
Tana  and  its  salmon  fishing  by  "  Rugde,"  etc., 

-  *  "Flood,  Fell,  and  Forest."  By  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  Bart.  Two  vols.,  illustrated.  London: 
Edward  Arnold,  25s.  net. 
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also  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Merthyr  Guest  and  big  fish.) 
Ten  years  before  these  anglers  went  to  explore  the 
Tana,  Jones's  Guide  was  published,  giving  informa- 
tion about  the  "  Romsdal,  Sundal,  Surrendal,  Gool, 
Orke,  Xamsen,  Alten,  Reisen,  and  the  Tana  rivers," 
and  others  with  names  slightly  different  to  the 
modem  spelling.  Jones's  Guide  was  compiled  from 
information  supplied  to  him  by  customers  of  his, 
edited  by  F.  Tolfrey,  and  dedicated  by  permission 
to  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Bart. 

"  The  Father  of  Norway  Salmon  Fishers." 

I  was  delighted  to  find  among  the  illustrations 
in  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  book  one  of  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  and  glad  to  be  able  to  reproduce  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  (I  believe  I  did  give  it  some  years 
ago,  but  cannot  trace  it),  showing  him  putting  a 
cast  round  his  chimney-pot  beaver  hat,  evidently 
just  going  in  to  lunch  after  killing  the  fine  salmon 
shown  on  the  rocks.    Jones,  in  his  dedication, 


The  Tana  in  the  Forties  and  Abraham  Motkar. 

The  salmon  angler  who  wrote  so  well  about 
Norwegian  salmon  fishing,  etc.,  in  Jones's  Guide, 
published  in  1848,  says:  "There  is  another  river 
beyond  the  Alten  called  the  '  Tana.'  It  can  only 
be  reached  by  going  across  the  country  with  a 
guide,  for  there  is  not  any  road  leading  to  it.  A 
couple  of  ponies  must  be  hired  to  carry  provisions, 
and  a  few  changes  of  wearing  apparel,  rods,  etc. 
The  best  pioneer  for  such  a  trip  is  one  Abraham 
Motkar,  a  fellow  of  infinite  merit,  as  well  as  mirth, 
who  is  well  known  on  the  banks  of  the  Alten  .  .  . 
We  recommend  all  our  friends  to  cultivate  his 
acquaintance,  for  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  on 
the  Alten,  or,  indeed,  within  fifty  miles  of  it,  without 
Abraham  Motkar." 

"  Abraham  Motkar." 
This  salmon  angler  wTites  so  enthusiastically  of 
this  guide  that  I  am  led  to  ask  Sir  Henry  Pottinger 


Sir  Hyde  Parker. 

The  Father  of  Norwegian  Salmon  Anslers. 


referring  to  Sir  Hyde,  says :  "  To  your  skill  in  the 
use  of  the  rod  I  am  no  stranger,  and  the  honourable 
title  of  '  Father  of  Norway  Salmon  Fishers,' 
which  by  universal  consent  has  been  conferred  upon 
you,  is  a  proof,  if  any  were  wanting,  of  the  perfection 
you  have  attained  in  the  highest  branch  of  an 
angler's  art."  He  adds:  "  I  deem  myself  especially 
fortunate  in  having  had  the  honour  of  supplying 
the  flies  and  tackle  with  which  you  have;  committed 
such  havoc  in  the  Norwegian  rivers."  Not  only  are 
the  drawings  of  hooks  and  hand-coloured  dressings 
better  than  any  ever  published  since,  but  for  life- 
like and  attractive  qualities  in  the  water  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  light  and  delicate,  exquisitely-shaped 
original  dressings  of  the  "  Butcher,"  "  Doctor " 
(Blue),  "  Childers,"  "  Popham,"  "  Colonel," 
"  Major,"  et«.,  given  in  Jones's  "  Guide  to  Norway 
and  Salmon  Fisher's  Pocket  Companion, "are  better 
killers  than  their  generally  over-dfesaed  heavy 
modem  representatives. 


if  he  met  with  or  heard  of  Motkar  when  he  visited 
the  district  ten  years  later  '!  The  writer  I  am 
referring  to  says:  "His  adventures,  his  hair-breadth 
escapes,  and  the  history  of  his  chequered  life  would 
fill  a  volume,  and  it  shall  go  hard  but  his  fame 
shall  be  handed  down  to  posterity  by  our  humble 
pen  on  a  future  occasion."  Was  a  book  ever  pub- 
lished on  fishing  in  Norway  in  which  this  evidently 
exceptionally  interesting  guide  figures  ?  My  memory 
for  characters  in  books  is  not  much  use  to  me,  I 
am  sorry  to  say.  The  writer  goes  on  :  "  We  have 
mentioned  the  Tana  in  conjunction  with  the  Alten. 
We  should  opine  that  none  but  an  enthusiast  in 
the  sport  will  visit  it.  The  difficulty  of  reaching 
this  unfrequented  river  would  deter  many,  but  it 
is  a  capital  stream,  and  many  a  noble  fish  is  to  be 
taken.  We  have  never  visited  it  but  once,  and 
remained  only  three  days.  We  saw  enough,  how- 
ever, to  convince  us  that  it  yields  extraordinary 
sport  to  the  angler  who  does  not  mind  rough  work. 


The  largest  fish  we  killed  weighed  something  over 
33lb.,  and  if  we  remember  rightly  the  sum  total 
was  seventy-two  or  three,  and  not  one  under  eighteen 
pounds.  The  Tana,  however,  must  bo  fished  down 
and  not  up.  This  must  he  borne  in  mind."  In  his 
last  chapter  the  writer  says  :  "  In  a  few  weeks  we 
shall  be  on  the  Namsen,  and  if  this  little  book, 
which  we  fear  has  but  imperfectly  and  faintly 
described  the  vast  resources  of  this  fluvial  paradise, 
should  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  our  fellow  sports- 
men, we  intend  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  proceedings 
during  the  present  year  (1848),  as  at  the  close  of 
the  salmon  season  we  propose  extending  our  excur- 
sion in  quest  of  the  elk  and  the  red  deer,  and  on 
our  return  in  October  our  MS.  will  be  confided  to 
the  editor  of  the  present  volume,  he  having  kindly 
undertaken  to  put  our  rough  notes  together  in  a 
readable  form."  I  cannot  find  that  Tolfrey  edited 
another  work  on  spoit  in  Norway.  If  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  has  not  got  this  little  guide,  I  .shall  be 
happy  to  lend  him  a  copy,  as  I  am  sure  it  would 
interest  him. 

A  Defence  of  Sport  and  a  Good  Fight. 

Sir  Henry's  experience  of  sport  in  Norway  enables 
him  to  speak  of  it  as  it  was,  and  as  it  is,  in  a  way 
which  few  if  any  other  living  writer  can  do.  Mr. 
E.  B.  Kennedy's  capital  book  ranges  over  "  Thirty 
Seasons  in  Scandinavia,"  and  is  also  published  by 
Mr.  Edward  Arnold,  who  is  himself  an  angler  ;  but 
Sir  Henry's  memory  and  diaries  cover  a  full  half 
century,  and  let  us  hope  are  a  long  way  from  being 
finished.  Although  any  defence  of  true  sport  with 
rod  and  gun  is  quite  unnecessary  in  my  opinion  he 
has  been  impelled  to  give  one,  and  it  is  as  good  as 
need  be  wished.  My  only  regret  when  the  salmon 
and  trout  rod  can  no  longer  be  used  will  be,  like 
Herbert  Spencer's,  that  I  did  not"maA;e  more  oppor- 
tunities for  using  them.  In  his  account  of  a 
carriole  journey  on  the  old  Dovre  Road  between 
Lillehammer  and  Trondhjem,  "  in  the  days  of  his 
youth,"  Sir  Henry  gives  a  most  racy  account  of  a 
stand-up,  knockdown  and  very  "  bluggy  "  fight 
he  had  with  a  lout  of  a  "  skydskarl,"  who  got  all 
he  deserved  in  a  very  thorough  manner.  This  fight 
of  fifty  years  ago  somehow  doubles  one's  interest 
in  all  the  writer's  subsequent  and  excellent  accounts 
of  sport  with  rod  and  gun. 

The  "  Gray  Terror  "  of  Finmark  and  Lapland. 

"  One  might  as  well  try  to  ignore  the  presence 
of  vehicles  and  foot-passengers  in  the  streets  of 
London  as  that  of  mosquitoes  on  the  Arctic  fjeld. 
I  have  spoken,"  says  Sir  Henry,  "  with  those  who 
have  had  experience  of  the  pests  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  as  well  as  in  that  region,  and  for  numbers, 
size,  and  venom  they  all  give  the  palm  to  the 
demons  of  Finmark  and  Lapland."  It  speaks 
volumes  for  the  fascination  of  sport  that  after  such 
suffering  and  misery  as  are  described  in  this  chapter 
as  being  inflicted  by  legions  of  mosquitoes  anyone 
should  venture  to  brave  their  onsets  again.  At 
p.  114  we  get  a  picture  of  the  author  and  his  friend 
gloomily  tramping  through  what  looks  like  a  black 
snowstorm,  but  in  reality  is  a  dense  gray  humming 
cloud  of  mosquitoes.  I  do  not  remember  any  book, 
unless  it  is  one  of  Mrs.  Campbell  Praed's  about 
Queensland,  in  which  the  mosquito  plague  is  so 
fully  and  feelingly  described.  I  hope  that  the  tip 
I  published  recently  taken  from  Forest  and  Stream 
will  be  tried  by  anglers  in  Norway  where  mosquitoes 
dwell,  namely,  that  Keating's  powder  burned  in 
the  lid  of  a  tin  box  over  a  lamp  before  retiring 
for  the  night  is  said  to  render  stupid  and  harmless 
all  the  little  demons  who  are  up  in  the  roof  of  the 
tent  or  hut  waiting  to  come  do\vn  for  their  suppers. 
Sir  Henry  says  that  in  the  angling  season  the  Tana 
valley  is  never  free  from  the  "  Gray  Terror,"  which 
has  only  one  redeeming  feature  —  it  helps  more 
than  anything  to  keep  down  the  rents  on  salmon 
rivers. 

Sir  Henry  not  only  a  Fly-fisher. 
In  his  delightful  accounts  of  sport  on  the  Tana 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  gives  many  hints  which  will 
be  useful,  he  is  convinced,  for  instance,  that  if  he 
had  used  stout  single  gut  instead  of  the  "  strongest 
treble,"  he  would  have  done  better,  as  the  big  fish 
have  got  a  bit  educated.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  he 
considers  the  thing  called  a  salmon  fly,  which  we 
often  fish  deep  where  no  big  flies  ever  swim,  is  a 
fly  in  name  only.  "  It  appears  to  me,"  he  says 
(p.  140,  Vol.  I.),  "  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
false  sentiment  written  about  the  use  of  the  fly  in 
salmon  fishing.  By  speaking  of  wings,  body,  tail, 
and  so  forth,  you  can  keep  up  the  fiction  that  the 
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feathered  hook  is  a  fly,  but  you  might  as  well  call 
it  a  bird  ;  it  is  simply  a  scentless  and  tasteless  lure, 
like  nothing  in  nature,  and  no  one  knows  for  what 
the  salmon  takes  it — certainly  not  for  a  flying  insect. 
A  beautiful  object  it  is,  no  doubt,  requiring  much 
skill  and  possibly  some  judgment  in  its  manufacture, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  cash,  which  in  the 
eyes  of  some  people  may  add  to  its  merit  ;  but  it 
is  only  the  casting  which  ennobles  the  use  of  the 
fly  beyond  that  of  other  lures.  He  thinks,  and  I 
think  justly,  that  there  is  a  time  for  the  spinning 
bait  and  a  time  for  the  prawn,  and  the  only  time 
when  they  are  not  timely — apart  from  restrictions 
as  to  their  use — is  when  the  fly  will  kill.  The 
aibuse  of  the  spinning  bait,  prawn,  etc.,  on  waters 
naturally  suited  to  the  fly  is  another  question 
altogether.  On  p.  142  he  says  :  "  A  young  friend 
of  mine,  after  three  times  rising  with  the  fly  a 
salmon  that  would  not  take,  cast  over  it  one  of 
Farlow's  single-hook  hog-back  spoons,  rather  over 
half  an  inch  in  length,  and  at  once  hooked  and 
eventually  killed  it.  Its  weight  was  231b."  The 
great  objection  in  my  opinion  to  the  use  of  spinning 
baits  and  prawns  for  salmon  or  trout  is  that  they 
are  generally  "  armed  "  with  triangles,  and  if  a 
fish  breaks  away  after  partly  swallowing  a  bait 
with  from  six  to  a  dozen  or  more  hooks  on  it  it 
must  die,  whereas  witii  a  single  hook,  even  a  largo 
one,  it  can  suffer  little  harm  ;  its  jaws  and  throat 
are  not  clofsed  up.  Even  for  the  voracious  pike  I 
think  we  use  far  too  many  hooks.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  in  some  States  of  the  American  Union  the 
use  of  more  than  two  hooks  on  any  lure  used  ,by 
anglers  is  illegal.  One  good  hook  in  over  the  barb 
is  surely  all  the  odds  the  angler  wants 

"  Leet'l  Savvitch." 
Among  the  good  things  to  be  found  in  Sir  Henry's 
pleasant  pages  is  his  account  of  fishing  on  the 
Tana  with  some  Finn  gillies  whose  knowledge  of 
English  was  strictly  limited  but  highly  suggestive. 
"  I  have  always  noticed,''  he  says,  p.  149,  "  that 
in  every  small  gathering  of  boatmen,  bearers, 
ghillies,  or  any  other  analogous  retinue,  there 
is  sure  to  be  one  who  is  the  humorist  of  the  party. 
On  this  occasion  the  role  of  wag  is  played  by  a 
cheery  young  fellow,  not  tall,  but  sturdy  and  active, 
one  of  the  Assebakte  men,  by  name  Johannes,  but 
who,  tapping  himself  on  the  breast,  smilingly 
explains  that  he  is  '  Leet'l  Savvitch,'  an  alias 
bestowed  apon  him,  as  it  appears,  by  Campbell,  a 
member  of  the  last  expedition.  He  evidently  has 
no  idea  of  the  meaning  of  the  appellation,  but  we 
accept  it,  and  '  Little  Savage  '  he  remains  during 
our  stay  on  the  Tana.  He  is  very  proud  of  the 
title,  and  also  of  the  few  sentences  of  English  that 
he  has  picked  up  like  a  parrot,  and  introduces  either 
in  conversation  or  to  enliven  silence.  The  first 
that  he  favours  us  with  is  rather  startling,  and  of 
bad  omen  :  '  Notta  dam-feesch  to  dai-yee  !  '  It 
shows  that  there  were  occasional  blank  days  for 
someone  when  the  Tana  was  last  prospected.  But 
it  is  neutralised  in  a  small  way  by  another  utter- 
ance :  '  Thomas  kitch  beeg  feesch,  teventee  poond,' 
and  perhaps  by  a  third  which  clearly  reflects  on 
himself  :  '  Ga-affeim  yudamfool !  '  Many  chances 
of  using  the  gaff  there  must  have  been  before  that 
vigorous  exhortation  was  impressed  on  Little 
Savage's  brain." 

Sir  Henry's  Titanic  Tana  Rod. 

"  I  was  looking  the  other  day  at  my  Tana  ^almon 
rod,  and  the  very  sight  of  it  made  my  lumbar  and 
humeral  muscles  ache.  I  took  it  out  into  the 
garden,  and  could  scarcely  believe  that  there  was  a 
time  when  I  could  wield  it,  casting  day  after  day, 
from  morning  till  night,  and  feel  no  distress  ;  but  it 
was  as  grand  a  rod  as  ever,  still  bending  evenly 
from  the  hand  to  the  top  ring  with  magnificent 
power  and  elasticity.  It  is  twenty  feet  long,  in 
four  joints,  made  of  hickory  (made  by  John  Mac- 
Gowan,  an  Irishman,  who  had  migrated  from  the 
banks  of  the  Erne  to  London,  and  started  in  Bruton- 
street,  where  for  a  good  many  years  he  did  an  excel- 
lent business).  The  butt  at  the  grasp  is  5in.  in 
circumference,  and  the  total  weight,  without  reel, 
by  no  means  excessive,  considering  its  size,  is  five 
pounds.  This  was  the  Titanic  rod  with  which  I 
flogged  the  Tana." 

Fillets  of  Gr.wlino  and  Pickled  Onions. 

On  p.  ICl,  Sir  Henry  "notes"  that  one  of  their 
breakfasts  on  the  Tana  consisted  partly  of  "  fillets 
of  grayling  fried  to  a  delicate  brown  and  garnished 
with  pickled  onions,  of  which  wc  had  a  huge  bottle, 
which  made  an  admirable  dish," 


Hunting  and  Trout  Fishino. 
Lovers  of  the  gun  will  find  many  chapters  to 
interest  them  in  this  book.  I  have  already  dijijjed 
into  it  perhaps  too  freely,  but  only  with  the  hope 
of  interesting  our  readers  in  it,  and  making  them 
get  it,  for  I  can  assure  them  they  will  have  some 
delightful  reading.  Sir  Henry  is  a  keen  trout 
angler,  one  who  has  not  in  the  least  been  spoiled  by 
the  lordly  salmon.  He  has  a  chapter  on  trout 
fishing  on  the  Kennet,  drop  minnow  fishing  on  the 
Coquet,  and  I  can  advise  trout  anglers  who  think  of 
Scandinavia  to  make  a  note  of  some  of  the  places 
he  recommends,  especially  the  trout  fishing  in  the 
Svenningdal  lakes  and  streams.  He  says :  "  I 
think  that  any  trout  fisher,  even  with  a  tendency  to 
be  blase,  would  be  well  satisfied  with  the  sport  to 
be  obtained  in  the  beautiful  surroundings  of  Sven- 
ningdal." He  says  his  bag  one  day,  thirty-five 
brace  weighing  401b.,  is  a  fair  sample,  and  that 
lots  of  2-poundcrs  are  to  be  had. 

The  Great  Salmon  P^ivers  of  Northern  Sweden. 

Although  thousands  of  salmcm  are  taken  in  stake 
nets  on  the  great  rivers  running  into  the  Gulf  of 
Bothnia,  one  hears  of  no  salmon  angling.  Sir  Henry 
says  :  "  It  has  often  been  as.serted  on  good  authority 
that  in  the  enormous  rivers  of  Northern  Sweden 
and  Lapland  the  salmon,  which  are  taken  by 
thousands  in  the  stake  nets,  will  not  rise  at  the 
fly."  Sir  Henry  is  not  surprised  at  this  as  far  as 
the  broad  lower  reaches  are  concerned,  but  John 
MacGowan,  the  rod  and  fishing  tackle  maker, 
formerly  of  Bruton-strect,  often  declared  to  Sir 
Henry  that  when  travelling  with  a  gentleman  in 
Northern  Sweden,  he  and  his  employer  "  often  had 
excellent  sport  with  the  fly  by  striking  the  rivers  at 
their  upper  pools  a  Umg  way  from  the  sea."  I  think 
the  sentence  I  have  italicised  is  worth  noting  by 
those  who  are  looking  for  new  salmon  waters. 

A  Trout  of  "  Appalling  "  Size. 

Sir  Henry  Pottinger  dedicates  his  book  to  his 
daughter,  "  In  remembrance  of  happy  Scandinavian 
days,"  and  on  p.  272  of  Vol.  II.,  in  an  account  of 
captures  of  great  trout,  up  to  121b.,  in  Salsvand 
Lake,  he  says :  "On  September  5,  1901,  my  daughter 
hooked  on  a  spoon  in  the  lake  not  far  from  Mo 
the  biggest  trout  I  have  ever  seen  alive.  It  was 
my  unhappy  lot  to  lose  it  for  her,  but  I  had  to 
contend  wth  difficulties.  With  a  powerful  rod  she 
played  it  admirably,  and  after  a  long  struggle 
brought  it  close  to  the  side  of  the  boat,  when  we 
realised  its  appalling  size.  It  was  then  discovered 
that  we  had  no  gafE  with  us,  and  I  was  driven  to 
do  the  best  I  could  with  a  net.  Into  this  I  got  the 
head  and  shoulders  of  the  monster,  but  a  hook  of 
the  triangle  caught  in  the  meshes  of  the  net,  and 
his  huge  body  would  not  follow.  I  tried  a  despairing 
heave,  the  hold  in  the  fish's  mouth  gave  way,  the 
net  came  out  of  the  water  w-ith  the  spoon  only  in 
it,  and  I  was  a  miserable  man — I  am  so  still  at 
times  when  I  think  of  that  trout.  What  was  its 
weight  ?  I  scarcely  dare  conjecture.  I  once  gaffed 
a  brown  trout  for  Bill  Sargent  in  Jemtland  of  19^1b., 
and  this  Mo  fish  was  a  great  deal  larger  ;  let  me  be 
moderate  and  say  25lb.  And  this  happened  on  my 
daughter's  birthday  !  What  a  magnificent  present, 
lost  through  my  bungling,  did  the  genius  loci  intend 
to  bestow  upon  her  !  Sad  to  say,  I  have  yet  another 
record  loss  to  commemorate." 

I  should  like  to  give  that  "  record  "  also,  but  I 
must  not  reel  off  any  more  of  Sir  Henry's  most 
welcome  yarns,  or  he  will  think  it  is  time  the  reel 
"  suddenly  jammed,"  as  in  the  case  of  the  record 
loss  in  question.  R.  B.  Marston. 


A  BIT  OF  ELY  FISHING  BY 
LOED  LYTTON. 


I  WAS  reading  Bulwer  Lytton's  powerful  story, 
"  Eugene  Aram,"  again  the  other  day,  and  came 
across  the  following  capital  bit  about  fly  fishing, 
which  my  wife  kindly  copied  out  for  me.  The  first 
edition  of  the  novel,  in  three  volumes,  was  pub- 
lished in  1 832.  It  seems  the  old  corporal  did  a  bit 
of  dry  fly  work.— R.  B.  M. 

"  Ha  !  master, — at  my  day's  work,  you  see  ; — fit 
for  nothing  else  now.  When  a  musket's  half  worn 
out,  school-boys  buy  it — pop  it  at  sparrows,  I  be 
like  the  musket !  but  never  mind — I  have  not  seen 
the  world  for  nothing.  Wo  get  reconciled  to  all 
things :  that's  my  way — augh  I  Now,  sir,  you 
shall  watch  mc  catch  the  finest  trout  j'ou  have 


seen  this  summer:  know  where  he  lies — under  the 
bush  yonder.    \^Tii — sh  !  sir,  whi — sh  ! 

The  corporal  now  gave  his  warrior  soul  up  to 
the  due  guidance  of  the  'Violet  fly  ;  now  he  whip- 
ped it  lightly  on  the  wave  ;  now  he  slid  it  coquet- 
tishly  along  the  surface ;  now  it  floated  like  an 
unconscious  beauty,  carelessly  with  the  tide ;  and 
now,  like  an  artful  prude,  it  affected  to  loiter  by 
the  way,  or  to  steal  into  designing  obscurity  under 
the  shade  of  some  overhanging  bank.  But  none 
of  these  manoeuvres  captivated  the  wary  old  trout, 
on  whose  acquisition  the  corporal  had  set  his  heart; 
and,  what  was  especially  provoking,  the  angler 
could  see  distinctly  the  dark  outline  of  the  in- 
tended victim  as  it  lay  at  the  bottom, — like  some 
well-regulated  bachelor,  who  eyes  from  afar  the 
charms  he  has  discreetly  resolved  to  neglect.  The 
corporal  waited  till  he  could  no  longer  blind  him- 
self to  the  displeasing  fact  that  the  Violet  fly  was 
wholly  ineflScacious  ;  he  then  drew  up  his  line,  and 
replaced  the  contemned  beauty  of  the  "Violet  fly 
with  the  novel  attractions  of  the  Yellow  Dun. 

"  Now,  sir,"  whispered  he,  lifting  up  his  finger, 
and  nodding  sagaciously  to  Walter. 

Softly  dropped  the  Yellow  Dun  on  the  water, 
and  swiftly  did  it  glide  before  the  ga/.e  of  the 
latent  trout.  And  now  the  trout  seemed  aroused 
from  his  apathy.  Behold,  be  moved  forward, 
balancing  himself  upon  his  fins;  now  he  slowly 
ascended  towards  the  surface.  You  might  see  all 
the  speckles  of  his  coat.  The  corporal's  heart 
stood  still.  He  is  now  at  a  convenient  distance 
from  the  Yellow  Dun.  Lo,  he  surveys  it  stead- 
fastly ;  he  ponders ;  he  see-saws  himself  to  and 
fro.  The  Yellow  Dun  sails  away  in  affected 
indifference;  that  indifference  whets  the. appetite 
of  the  hesitating  gazer.  He  darts  forward ;  he  is 
opposite  the  Yellow  Dun ;  he  pushes  his  nose 
against  it  with  an  eager  rudeness ;  he — no,  he  does 
not  bite;  he  recoils;  he  gazes  again  with  surprise 
and  suspicion  on  the  little  charmer.  He  fades  back 
slowly  into  the  deep  water,  and  then,  suddenly 
turning  his  tail  towards  the  disappointed  bait,  ho 
makes  off  as  fast  as  he  can — yonder — yonder,  and 
disappears.  No,  that's  he,  leaping  yonder  from 
the  waves.  Jupiter!  what  a  noble  fellow !  What 
leaps  he  at  ?  A  real  fly !  "  D — n  his  eyes !  " 
growled  the  corporal. 

"You  might  have  caught  him  with  a  minnow," 
said  Walter,  speaking  for  the  first  time. 

"  Minnow ! "  repeated  the  corporal,  gruffly. 
"  Ask  your  honour's  pardon.  Minnow !  I  have 
fished  with  the  Yellow  Dun  these  twenty  years, 
and  never  knew  it  fail  before.  Minnow — baugh  ! 
But  ask  pardon.  Your  honour  is  very  welcome  to 
fish  with  a  minnow,  if  you  please  it." 

"Thank  you.  Bunting.  And  pray  what  sport 
have  you  had  to-day  ?  " 

"Oh — good,  good,"  quoth  the  corporal,  snatch- 
ing up  his  basket  and  closing  the  cover,  lest  the 
young  squire  should  pry  into  it.  No  man  is  more 
tenacious  of  his  secrets  than  your  true  angler. 
"Sent  the  best  home  two  hours  ago;  one  weighed 
3lb.,  on  the  faith  of  a  man ;  indeed,  I'm  satisfied 
now,  time  to  give  up,"  and  the  corporal  began  to 
disjoint  his  rod. 

"Ah,  sir,"  said  he,  with  a  half  sigh,  "a  pretty 
river  this,  don't  mean  to  say  it  is  not;  but  the 
River  Lea  for  my  money.  You  know  the  Lea  ? — 
not  a  morning's  walk  from  Lunnon.  Mary  Gibson, 
my  first  sweetheart,  lived  by  the  bridge ;  caught 
such  a  trout  there  by  the  by  ! — had  beautiful  eyes, 
black,  round  as  a  cherry — five  feet  eight  without 
shoes,  might  have  listed  in  the  forty-second." 

"Who,  Bunting!"  said  Walter,  smiling;  "the 
lady  or  the  trout  ? " 

"Augh! — baugh! — what!  Oh,  laughing  at  me, 
your  honour ;  you're  welcome,  sir.  Love's  a  silly 
thing — know  the  world  now — have  not  fallen  in 
love  these  ten  years.  I  doubt — no  offence,  sir,  no 
offence — I  doubt  whether  your  honour  and  Miss 
EULnor  can  say  as  much." 

"  I  and  Miss  Ellinor  !  you  forget  yourself 
strangely.  Bunting,"  said  Walter,  colouring  with 
anger. 

"Beg  pardon,  sir,  beg  pardon,  rough  soldier, 
lived  away  from  the  world  so  long,  words  slipped 
out  of  my  mouth — absent  without  leave." 


Do  you  mean  to  live  without  a  trial  ?  Then  you 
would  widh  to  die  but  half  a  man — at  the  very  best, 
but  hnlf  a  man.  Without  trial,  you  cannot  guess  at 
your  own  strength.  Men  do  not  learn  to  swim  on 
a  table.  They  must  go  into  deep  water,  and  buflet 
the  surges. 
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HOOKS  FOE  SEA  ANGLEKS. 

3Ik.  J.  E.  Xewbebby,  manager  of  the  Fishing 
Tackle  Department  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Co- 
operative Society,  105,  Victoria-street,  S.W., 
writes  : — 

"  With  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  big  skate 
of  19-tIb.,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn,  on  rod  and 
line,  at  Ballycotton,  a  report  of  which  appeared  in 


Facsimile  of  Hook  used  by  Mb.  J.  N.  Heaen. 

your  issue  of  Dec.  16,  1905,  I  herewith  enclose  you 
a  facsimile  of  the  hook  used  by  him,  and  which  was 
supplied  by  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative 
Society.  This  make  of  hook  is  specially  recom- 
mended to  those  in  search  of  such  monsters  in 


n 


LoNO  Shank  Sneck  Bent. 

heavy  waters.  The  substance  of  wire  is  of  a 
medium  size,  and  the  point  of  great  penetrating 
power.  The  Link  spring  swivel  attached  is  of  extra 
stout  wire,  which  revolves  at  the  slightest  touch, 
thus  doing  away  with  all  possible  chance  of  the  line 
getting  twisted. 
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"  I  would  also  call  attention  to  other  makes  of 
sea-hooks  stocked  by  the  society  :  A  bronzed  eyed 
sneck  bent  long  shank  hook  ;   a   bronzed  eyed 


Ball-Eyed  Sea  Hooks. 


Limerick  shape  hook  of  extra  stout  Avire ;  also 
the  popular  Kirby  bent  ball-eyed  hook  and  the 
double -barbed  '  Bates  '  pattern,  with  eye  on  the 
spring  or  loop  principle." 


HOW  FISH  FIND  THEIE  WAY  IN 
THE  WATER. 

Thls  subject  has  been  one  of  much  discussion 
without  resulting  in  any  definite  conclusion  to  many. 

One  opinion  given  is  that  fish  are  directed  by  an 
observation  of  bottom  groimd,  or  other  land  guides, 
by  depth  of  water,  its  temperature,  etc.  Tempera- 
ture undoubtedly  has  a  bearing  on  the  subject,  as 
fish  seek  and  occupy  zones  most  to  their  liking,  of 
which  a  prominent  illustration  is  shown  by  the 
Gulf  Stream,  inhabited  by  a  class  of  fish  which  are 
not  found  outside  of.it,  excepting  in  corresponding 
temperature. 

All  fish  are  cold-blooded,  yet  the  cetacean  family, 
comprising  the  whale,  orca,  porpoise,  seal,  and 
kindred,  avoid  warm  temperatures,  and  invade  the 
most  frigid  regions.  But  the  seeking  by  the  anadro- 
mous  families  of  their  appropriate  spawning  loca- 
lities when  scattered  about  in  the  depths  of  the  sea 
and  the  directness  of  their  efforts  has  been  a  subject 
of  surprise. 

A  conclusion  generally  arrived  at  is  that  fish  are 
directed  by  instinct  ;  by  that  mysterious  inward 
impulse  which  unreasoning  blindly  directs  its  pos- 
sessor for  the  preservation  of  its  kind.  True  enough 
in  the  respect  of  propagation  in  the  necessitated 


element  of  fresh  water,  which  Nature  impels  a 
seeking  for  it  at  the  appropriatf3  season. 

The  question  arises,  how  does  the  fish  find  its  way 
to  the  fresh-water  stream,  as  instanced  by  those 
which  unerringly  arrive  at  the  locality  wlicre  their 
young  lives  commenced.  We  will  admit  a  priori  that 
fish  do  find  their  way  in  the  water.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  fish  find  their  way  through  the  water  by  ex- 
plainable methods,  as  readily  as  humanity  docs 
in  a  forest  where  prominent  objects  direct  the  way. 

The  sense  of  smell  or  a  sense  analogous  to  that  is 
very  strongly  developed  in  fish,  especially  in  the 
Salmo  family,  with  which  I  have  had  more  experience 
than  with  any  other.  In  the  Nalmo  family  and  with 
many  others  there  is  a  prominent  line  mark  extend- 
ing on  the  body  from  the  head  to  the  tail,  which, 
when  examined  closely,  exhibits  a  cellular  structure 
apart  from  the  adjoining  body.  What  bearing  this 
feature  has  upon  the  possessor  is  conjectured,  but 
may  comprise  a  sense  of  communication  which  has 
not  been  estimated.  There  are  prol>ably  other 
senses  in  creation  which  we  do  not  know  of,  inde- 
pendent of  the  human  category  of  five,  which  have  a 
bearing  little  understood. 

In  the  absence  of  a  strictly  appropriate  designa- 
tion I  will  call  scent  as  the  element  of  perceptive- 
ness  which  enables  fish  to  find  their  way  in  the 
water,  and  I  will  present  my  views  in  support  of  that 
theory  from  such  observations  as  I  have  experienced. 

All  fishermen  have  noted  the  rapid  way  trout  have 
in  expelling  the  artificial  fly  if  not  hooked,  and  the 
attractive  way  bait- fishing  has  of  drawing  trout 
from  a  distance  if  followed  in  one  place,  the  odour  of 
which  moving  by  slow  currents  reaches  the  per- 
ceptive organs  of  fish.  Beyond  this  there  is  a  con- 
dition of  body  which  imparts  to  other  fi.sh,  and 
likewise  attracts,  which  is  inexplicable  to  our  ordi- 
nary senses.  That  which  is  indicated  by  the  members 
of  a  school  of  fish  in  keeping  together,  though  often 
widely  separated  beyond  any  possibility  of  being 
aided  by  vision,  conspicuous  with  porpoises,  orcas, 
sword  and  flying  fish,  and  an  endless  variety  of  other 
fish.  WTiales  upon  a  uniform  feeding  route  will  be 
widely  separated,  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
the  harpooning  of  a  whale  belonging  to  a  school  will 
be  almost  immediately  communicated  to  the  other 
members,  separated  half  a  dozen  miles  apart,  as 
observed  by  whalers. 

An  eminent  naturalist,  Matthias  Dunn,  describes 
the  lateral  line  as  consisting  in  its  cells  of  jelly  or 
mucus,  having  patches  of  sensitive  hairs  here  and 
there,  as  electrical  implements  pure  and  simple, 
enclosing  the  whole  body  of  the  fish,  and  that  these 
cells  are  of  the  same  character  as  those  in  the  elec- 
tric or  stinging  ray.  That  the  fish  brain  is  a  magnet 
polarised  by  the  influence  of  the  peculiar  structure 
of  the  lateral  line,  constituting  a  new  sense  which  he 
designates  as  the  electric  dermal,  which,  he  thinks, 
aids  the  migrating  fish  directly  to  its  destination 
for  spawning  grounds  or  other  localities.  The  latter 
conclusion  may,  perhaps,  be  of  some  doubt,  though  it 
may  under  natural  laws  guide  the  fish  in  response  to 
magnetic  effect  from  the  rocks,  sands,  and  other 
elements. 

Stahr,  the  naturalist,  considers  that  the  sense  of 
hearing  is  imparted  by  the  influence  of  the  lateral 
line. 

Fishermen  have  observed  the  feeding  activity  of 
salmon  and  trout  before  the  commencement  of  a 
storm,  the  coming  event  being  communicated  pro- 
bably through  the  lateral  line.  This  activity  may  be 
the  result  of  electric  stimulus,  or  a  provision  of 
Nature,  in  communicating  by  wireless  telegraphy 
the  necessity  of  obtaining  food  or  depth  shelter  before 
the  effect  of  combating  elements.  That  fish  have  a 
limited  memory  there  can  be  but  little  doubt. 

Seth  Green  related  in  his  hatchery  experience  of  a 
pet  two-pound  trout  in  one  of  his  hatchery  pools, 
which,  being  so  tame  as  to  take  food  from  his  hand, 
but  would  dart  wildly  away  if  he  approached  with 
a  fly-rod,  although  it  gave  no  attention  to  a  walking- 
stick  waved  out  over  the  water.  This  resulted  from 
Mr.  Green  having  once  caught  the  trout  on  a  fly -rod 
with  a  barbless  hook.  Contrary  to  this  instance  of 
memory,  I  have  often  caught  trout  which  had  b  t  a 
short  time  before  escaped  by  the  breaking  off  of  the 
fly,  or  the  leader,  with  the  evidence  of  the  previous 
hooking  visible  from  the  embedded  fly,  and  perhaps 
with  a  dangling  remnant  of  a  leader.  I  have  many  • 
times  caught  trout  which  had  been  hooked  before. 

I  remember  a  few  years  ago  of  a  visiting  friend, 
George  A.  Hull,  who  fastened  to  a  good-sized  trout 
between  41b.  and  51b.  in  weight,  which  broke  away 
after  being  played  for  some  moments  when  about  to 
be  netted,  carrying  off  the  hook  and  half  of  his 
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leader.  Ho  estimated  the  trout  at  a  somewhat 
heavier  weight  than  it  proved  to  be,  and  came  in 
disappointed.  In  loss  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
afterwards  I  had  this  identical  trout  on  my  fly  which 
it  had  taken,  and  brought  him  successfully  to  net, 
verified  by  the  indisputable  evidence  of  the  parti- 
cular lost  fly  and  parted  leader.  This  did  not  show 
much  memory,  and  would  shade  the  theory  of  Dr. 
Dunn  that  the  primitive  memory  of  anadroraous 
fish  directed  them  to  the  particular  stream  of  their 
early  life,  directed  by  the  dermal  sense  in  its  magnet 
polarisation  as  the  needle  guides  the  mariner  to 
point  of  destination. 

Your  accomplished  and  interesting  correspondent, 
A.  H.  Gouraud,  in  one  of  his  articles  published  in 
your  paper  last  year,  concerning  the  movements  of 
shad  to  the  Connecticut  riier  from  Long  Island 
Sound,  approaching  the  mouth  of  the  river  from  the 
east,  but  did  not  reach  the  mouth  by  a  direct 
course  from  the  waters  of  the  Sound,  as  the  dis- 
charge from  the  river  pursued  a  westei-ly  course 
in  its  current,  making  a  loop,  so  to  say,  and  the 
shad  took  their  course  up  the  current  of  the  river 
waters,  thereby  occasioning  a  distance  of  a  score  of 
miles  more  than  would  bo  required  if  the  shad  had 
gone  direct.  This  loop  course  in  the  Sound  had 
been  clearly  detined  by  the  net  fishermen.  This 
would  indicate  that  the  current  of  the  river  was  the 
guide  for  the  shad  to  follow.  Your  correspondent 
also  adds  : — "  This  fluvial  characteristic  may  be  due 
to  distinctive  mineral  particles  which  retain  in 
solution  far  out  at  sea,  may  be  revealed  to  the 
delicate  perceptiveness  of  the  fish,  and  so  guide 
it  from  the  deep  to  its  bourn." 

I  would  add  to  the  mineral  particles  also  the 
vegetable,  an  important  element,  distinctly,  and 
noticeable  by  fish.  It  is  the  following  of  these 
elements  that  guides  the  fish,  which  may  to  an 
extent  have  an  educated  perception  as  well  as  of 
taste.  I  have  frequently  found  whole  freshwater 
clams  up  to  2in.  and  over  in  length  in  the  stomachs 
of  trout,  which  arc  apparently  easily  digested,  having 
been  scooped  up  from  an  appetising  eagerness  from 
the  scent  of  the  open  clam.  Also  clay  and  earth 
balls  in  large  trout,  as  large  as  ordinary  marbles, 
which  have  been  taken  in  during  the  stirring  up  of 
the  Avater  bottom  in  ground  feeding. 

It  is  doubtful  if  salmon  depart  far  in  the  sea  from 
the  estuaries  of  their  native  streams,  not  beyond 
the  reach  of  its  diffused  water,  which  they  readily 
foUoAV  up  on  approach  of  their  propagating  period 
from  three  to  four  years  aftJer  their  exit,  as  the 
salmon  are  not  extensive  travellers,  as  indicated  by 
the  results  of  seining,  and  upon  the  Pacific  coast 
it  is  evident  that  they  seldom  depart  more  than  a 
hxmdred  miles  from  their  streams,  or  that  their 
principal  habitats  are  at  a  greater  depth  than  from 
100  to  150  fathoms.  I  could  give  pretty  conclusive 
evidence  of  this  from  the  observation  I  have  made 
in  this  respect. 

The  Pacific  salmon  have  their  respective  streams, 
and  at  their  season  of  streams  ascending  are 
generally  distinct  from  any  of  the  other  several 
varieties,  although  not  entirely  so,  being  accom- 
panied occasionally  by  derelicts  from  a  kindred 
family. 

I  should  consider  it  very  improbable  that  a  yomig 
salmon  conveyed  from  one  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
tributaries  to  a  European  stream  would  ever  find 
its  way  back  to  its  native  stream,  as  its  connecting 
link  would  be  lost,  and  should  doubt  the  efficacy  of 
its  magnetic  dermal  sense  to  direct  it  there.  It  is 
possible  that  a  salmon  by  its  delicate  perceptiveness 
may  distinguish  the  diluted  odour  of  its  natal  tri- 
butary in  the  general  flow  of  its  fresh  water  stream, 
else  why  should  its  ascending  course  be  sustained 
short  of  its  objective  point  ?  It  is  not  likely  that 
any  distinct  memory  of  its  early  association  in  the 
tributary  where  the  first  year  of  its  life  was  passed, 
and  perhaps  two  years,  though  the  familiar  flow  of 
its  water  may  be  detected  and  appeal  to  its  motive 
in  pushing  on. 

Thomas  Tod  Stoddart,  an  English  author  fisher- 
man, relates  that  while  fishing  on  a  stream  with 
spawn- bait  during  the  day,  that  at  the  close  he 
caught  several  black-bellied  trout  not  frequenting 
the  stream,  excepting  in  a  muddy  bottomed  pond 
connecting,  situated  between  two  and  three  miles 
below,  which  had  undoubtedly  been  attractad  to 
follow  up  the  stream  by  the  odour  of  the  spawn-bait. 

My  friend,  Walter  M.  Brackett,  the  veteran 
salmon  fisherman  and  distinguished  fish  painter, 
with  whom  for  nearly  half  a  century  I  have  com- 
pared fishing  notes,  is  as  strongly  convinced  as  I 
am  of  the  extraordinarily  acute  sense  of  smell 


possessed  by  the  SahtM  family,  and  relates  in  his 
own  experience  at  his  own  Canadian  salmon  stream, 
where  he  has  never  used  any  attraction  other  than 
a  fly,  of  noting  large  numbers  of  salmon  and  trout 
as  having  been  attracted  and  drawn  up  from  con- 
siderable distances  down  stream,  from  a  quantity 
of  spawn  being  attached  to  the  stern  of  a  canoe 
fastened  at  the  river  bank  above. 

In  my  experience  with  trout  in  the  Rangeley 
Lakes,  extending  over  many  years,  I  have  found  that 
trout  are  divided  up  in  various  groups  quite  dis- 
tinctly, and  that  such  groups  occupy  certain  locali- 
ties apart  from  others  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  I  speedily  observed  this  early  in  my 
visitations  during  the  winter,  when  for  eight  or  ten 
years  I  made  regular  trips  for  fishing  through  the 
ice.  This  sport,  then  allowable,  may  not  be  con- 
sidered as  of  high  form  by  skilled  fishermen,  but 
was  of  much  relief  and  delight  to  mo  then,  closely 
occupied  in  business,  and  its  auxiliary  enjoyments 
of  skating,  sledding,  snow-shoeing,  and  roughing 
was  no  small  part  of  such  excursions.  In  these 
two  weeks'  outings,  accompanied  by  a  few  friends, 
it  was  our  habit  to  divide  up,  taking  separate 
localities  for  setting  lines  with  live-bait.  These 
localities  would  be  a  mile  or  two  apart.  At  the 
close  of  the  day  as  the  different  catches  were  laid 
out  at  camp  and  weighed,  the  distinctiveness  of  the 
groups  was  veiy  apparent,  so  much  so  that  if 
mixed  up  they  could  readily  be  separated  again. 
The  different  groups  would  vary  in  size  and  weight 
according  to  length,  and  very  perceptibly  in  colours. 
The  excess  of  weight  from  one  locality  would  vary 
largely  from  the  minimum  group.  One  locality  I 
have  in  view,  where  the  trout  were  always  of  a 
more  brilliant  hue  than  elsewhere,  and  averaged 
from  1  lb.  to  3lb.  The  most  opposite  locality  was 
where  the  trout  were  long  and  very  dark,  and  so 
sinuous  that  one  of  16in.  in  length  would  weigh 
scarcely  over  1  lb.  I  remember  catching  one  at 
this  locality  which  was  the  longest  trout  I  ever  saw, 
30in.,  which  weighed  but  6Jlb.,  while  from  a  photo- 
graph before  me  is  a  trout  which  weighed  11  lb., 
and  measured  but  28in.  in  length.,  and  another  of 
9Jlb.,  measuring  27in. 

After  the  ice  disappears  in  the  spring,  and  at  the 
spawning  season,  these  habitating  trout  leave  their 
localities  more  or  less,  but  by  no  means  lose  their 
reckoning. — J.  P.  Whitney  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
{To  he  continued.) 


ROCK  FISHING. 

A  DAY  WITH  SOME  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
FISH. 

To  the  contemplative  angle especially  if  he  have  a 
turn  for  natural  history,  fishing  from  the  rocks  has 
a  charm  which  is  all  its  ovm.  Even  in  a  district 
with  whose  fish  you  may  be  Avell  acquainted,  you 
can  never  tell  what  new  prize  you  may  not  meet 
with,  while  on  strange  ground  the  possibilities  are 
well-nigh  unlimited.  Even  with  bad  luck,  you 
may  almost  count  upon  a  fairly  mixed  bag,  while 
if  the  fickle  goddess  be  disposed  to  smile,  you  may 
even  surprise  yourself  with  the  extent  of  your 
success.  There  are  few  good  fishermen,  who  are 
not  more  or  less  observant  persons,  and  to  such,  a 
day  spent,  with  the  rod,  upon  a  reef  of  rock,  rimning 
far  out  to  sea,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  a  day  of  deep 
interest.  It  almost  goes  without  saying,  that  fine 
weather  is  essential  for  such  an  occasion,  and  where 
variety  rather  than  weight  or  value — as  reckoned 
by  the  mere  kitchenable  qualities  of  the  take — is 
the  chief  object  in  view,  a  perfectly  calm  day 
towards  the  end  of  summer,  has  most  to  recom- 
mend it. 

More  fish,  it  is  true,  may  be  caught  when  there 
is  a  moderate  breeze  blowing  ofl'  the  land,  but  the 
mackerel  Upper,  which  it  raises,  and  which  so  much 
conduces  to  sport  from  a  boat,  ruffles  the  surface 
of  the  water  too  much  to  permit  of  that  uninter- 
rupted view  into  its  green  depths,  which  to  the 
mind  of  the  writer  adds  so  greatly  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  what  may  be  termed  ivild,  or  rough  -fishing. 
It  is  far  more  interesting,  and  exciting,  when  you 
can  see  all  the  fish  approach,  and  though  some  of 
them  may,  no  doubt,  also  see  you  and  be  scared 
away,  there  are  plenty  of  others  which  will  not 
pay  the  slightest  attention  to  you,  so  long  as  you 
remain  reasonably  still,  "  an"  for  ony  sake  let's  de 
avery  thing  in  rason,"  as  an  old  Highlander  of  our 
acquaintance  used  to  protest,  at  the  mere  idea  of 
passing  a  good  spring  without  tasting  it  ! 


A  heavier  basket  may  also  be  looked  for,  if  opera- 
tions are  commenced  in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  or 
continued  till  dark  in  the  evening.  Just  when  the 
last  rays  of  departing  day  are  slightly  tinging  the 
fleecy  edges  of  the  cirri  clouds,  far  overhead,  with 
carmine  and  gold,  is  perhaps  the  moment  of  all 
others  when  big  fish  may  be  expected  to  bite — and 
the  hour  has  its  charms,  no  doubt  of  it,  in  many 
other  respects — but  then,  again,  you  cannot  see 
your  fish,  and  what  you  gain  in  one  respect  is  lost 
in  another.  Wo  will  leave  each  brother  angler  to 
solve  the  problem  for  himself,  however,  according 
to  his  individual  taste,  or  opportunity  ;  fish  may 
be  captured  at  almost  any  time  of  the  day  or  night, 
but  the  intention  in  the  present  article  is  to  give 
an  account  of  a  summer's  day  spent  upon  the  rocks, 
upon  the  south-east  coast  of  Scotland,  with  some 
idea  of  the  kinds  and  numbers  of  some  of  the  fish 
less  commonly  met  with  by  the  amateur  sea  fisher- 
man, which  may  occasionally  be  taken  on  such  an 
occasion. 

There  is  one  other  matter  of  vital  importance, 
however,  which  must  be  taken  into  account  in 
arranging  for  such  a  day,  and  that  is  the  state  of 
the  tide.  Practically  almost  everything  depends 
upon  that.  The  dailj'  occupations,  the  goings  and 
comings,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  fishing 
hamlet  before  us,  are  largely  regulated  by  it.  The 
little  group  of  men  standing  about,  or  sitting 
smoking  on  the  end  of  the  wall  yonder,  are  appa- 
rently engaged  in  doing  nothing.  A  lot  of  idle 
follows  pwrhaps  you  put  them  down  as,  but  there 
you  only  betray  your  ignorance  of  the  ways  and 
habits  of  homo  maritimus  !  They  are  "  waiting  for 
the  tide,"  and,  when  that  mystic  moment  shall 
have  arrived,  will  go  down  to  the  sea  in  their  boats, 
to  spend  the  greater  portion  of  the  hours  of  dark- 
ness, in  setting  and  drawing  those  "  long  lines," 
upon  whose  produce  not  only  they  and  their  house- 
holds are  chiefly  depending  for  their  daily  bread, 
but  to  which  we,  too,  are  beholden  for  the  piece 
de.  resistance  of  our  breakfast  tables.  Many  genera- 
tfons  of  fishermen  have  foregathered  round  that 
wall-end,  in  just  the  same  aimless-looking  way, 
and  the  smooth  and  shining  tops  of  its  granite  and 
whinstono  boulders  bear  eloquent  testimony  to  the 
polishing  qualities  of  the  many  pairs  of  stout 
brooks  which  have  rested  upon  them.  What  yarns 
of  the  sea  some  of  those  stones  could  tell  if  only 
they  had  been  provided  with  ears  and  tongues  ! 
Perhaps  it  is  just  as  well,  however,  that  they  should 
remain  both  deaf  and  dumb  ! 

To  get  to  our  own  fishing,  however ;  it  was  in 
the  end  of  July,  and  the  sun  was  shining  brightly 
as  my  friend  Tommy  and  I  wended  our  way  shore- 
wards,  after  an  early  breakfast.  Hardly  a  breath  of 
air  was  stirring  under  the  high  banks,  and  the  sea 
lay  like  a  sheet  of  glas.>  before  us,  while  now  and 
then  a  gull  sailed  leisurely  by,  or  a  sea  swallow 
plunged  from  above  on  some  luckle  s  sprat,  or 
sand-eel,  which  had  ventured,  or  been  driven  by 
foes  beneath,  too  near  the  surface.  The  tide  would 
not  be  full  till  pretty  well  on  in  the  afternoon,  so 
that  we  had  still  an  hour  or  two  before  dead  low 
water,  and,  being  the  season  of  "  springs,"  the 
corresponding  ebb  is  also  at  its  lowest.  The  day 
had  been  chosen  purposely,  for  the  further  you  can 
get  out  upon  the  rocks  the  more  strange  fish  you 
are  likely  to  meet  with  ;  some  of  those  rock-haunting 
species  seeming  to  have  a  great  dislike  to  trusting 
themselves  very  far  from  their  accustomed  places  of 
refuge.  With  all  the  wide  expanse  of  ocean  before 
them,  they  seldom  venture  far  from  home,  their 
dread  of  being  gobbled  up  by  something  bigger 
being,  no  doubt,  one  of  the  ruling  tenets  of  their 
existence.  Other  species,  on  the  other  hand,  go 
and  come  fearlessly,  with  the  tide.  How  far  out 
to  sea  the  codling,  and  the  podlers,  and  the  various 
kinds  of  flatfish  go  we  caimot  tell,  but  certain  it  is 
that,  though  they  wander  far  afield,  they  love  to 
return  with  the  flowing  tide,  to  re -explore  the 
interstices  of  the  rocks,  and  the  sandy  bays  which 
lie  between,  and  it  is  while  they  are  bent  upon 
these  visits  of  inspection  that  we  hope  to  catch  some 
of  them  to-day. 

Eods  and  tackle  need  little  description,  having 
been  so  often  dealt  with  before  by  a  host  of  clever 
writers,  and  able  fishermen.  A  prominent  article 
of  our  creed  has  always  been  that  "  That  is  best 
which  lieth  nearest,"  and  the  result  is  that  T. 
has  equipped  himself  with  a  stout,  old-fashioned 
pike-rod,  which  he  calls  his  "  Norfolk -troller," 
while  your  humble  servant  has  pressed  into  his 
service  an  ordinary  salmon  rod — a  well-tried  green- 
heart  by  Forrest,  of  Kelso— the  victor  in  a  hundred 
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fights  with  the  noble  salmon,  and  which  we  can  easily 
fancy  raising  a  silent  protest  at  being  led  forth 
against  such  unsophisticated  tribes  of  savages  as 
are  most  of  the  sea  lish.  Our  ordinary  reels  and 
lines,  too,  are  used,  for  the  good  and  sufficient  reason 
that  none  other  are  at  hand,  and,  with  a  twisted 
gut  salmon  cast,  and  a  good  supply  of  the  ordinary 
white  sea-hooks  of  commerce,  some  large  and  others 
small,  we  feel  ready  for  all  emergencies.  A  good 
swivel  on  the  cast,  and  another  where  it  joins  the 
line,  and  some  ordinary  lead  sinkers  are  also 
amongst  the  "  providing,"  and  an  old  cork  or  two 
will  serve  for  floats,  in  case  it  may  be  found  neces 
sary  to  resort  to  such  abominations.  A  handful 
of  wool  is  also  stowed  into  an  odd  corner  of  the 
basket,  to  serve  for  binding  soft  baits  to  the  hooks 
For  bait  we  trust  to  a  dozen  fresh  herrings,  which 
can  be  cut  up  as  occasion  requires  into  large  or 
smaller  pieces,  and  a  selected  bag  of  large  and  ugly 
lugM-orms,  with  which  to  tempt  the  flatfish,  or 
any  other  of  the  firmy  tribes,  who  may  exhibit  a 
disinclination  to  turn  cannibals.  An  imfailing 
supply  of  further  bait  may  always  be  obtained  upon 
the  rocks  themselves,  in  the  shape  of  dog-crabs 
and  shellfish,  as  well  as  pieces  cut  from  the  bodies 
or  intestines,  of  any  of  the  fish  we  may  capture 
Sand-eels  and, sprats  may  often  be  obtained,  too 
from  the  stomachs  of  larger  fish,  and  when  prepared 
by  a  little  pr3liminary  digestion  in  that  way,  are 
certainly  no  less  tempting  to  other  fish  than  the 
fresh  article. 

The  various  members  of  the  important  tribe  of 
Flatfish  are  amongst  the  most  fastidious  of  sea  fish 
as  to  what  they  take.  In  a  general  way  they  cer 
tainly  prefer  worms  to  almost  any  other  bait,  and 
common  lobworms  are  nearly  as  good  as  lugs  for 
this  purpose  ;  they  would  we  believe  be  quite  equal 
to  their  seaside  relatives,  except  for  the  fact  that 
salt  water  soon  kills  them,  and  a  live  worm  is,  of 
course,  always  better  than  a  dead  one.  Shellfish, 
mussels  and  limpets,  et  hoc  genus  omne,  are  also 
attractive  to  flatfish,  as  are  also  bits  from  the 
inside  of  a  crab,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  much 
tempted  by  pieces  of  herring  and  the  like,  though 
the  latter  is  generally  good  enough  to  encompass 
the  undoing  of  most  other  sea  fish. 

The  rocks  to  which  we  are  wending  our  way  are 
long  reefs,  or  "  skerries,"  of  basalt,  stretching  far 
out  into  deep  water.  There  are  many  of  them  very 
similar  to  one  another,  but  the  one  which  we  select 
has  a  broad,  and  comparatively  flat  surface  ;  to 
the  south  it  dips  away  gradually  to  the  water, 
but  its  northern  face  goes  down  as  sheer  as  the 
side  of  a  dock,  and  almost  to  as  great  a  depth. 
Standing  on  its  brink  now,  we  are  8ft.  or  10ft. 
above  the  water,  which  is  like  glass  and  as  clear, 
and  20ft.  below  its  surface  the  waving  fronds  of  sea 
weed,  and  all  moving  objects  are  almost  as  dis 
tincfly  visible,  as  they  are  in  the  little  rock -pools  at 
our  feet.  Between  us  and  the  next  skerry,  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  away,  stretches  a  sandy  bay, 
more  or  less  broken  with  out-jutting  rocks,  and  with 
its  beach  partly  strewn  -with  large  tangle-covered 
boulders.  At  the  land  end  of  our  reef,  a  small 
bum  debouches  upon  the  shore,  and  its  estuary, 
though  very  small,  is  supposed  to  have  especial 
attractions  for  flatfish,  eels,  and  other  denizens  of 
the  deep.  The  fury  of  the  waves,  and  the  rolling 
of  loose  stones,  through  countless  ages,  have  worn 
away  the  hard  rock  in  many  places  on  its  flat  surface, 
and  these  hollows  and  basins  now  form  beautiful 
little  pools  of  water,  as  clear  as  crystal,  each  of 
which  is  more  or  loss  fringed  with  seaweeds  of  sorts 
and  many-coloured,  coral-like  zoophites.  Each  is 
also  inhabited  by  dog-crabs,  sea  anemones,  urchins, 
and  many  kind.s  of  small  fish.  Blennies,  butterfish, 
sticklebacks,  and  father-lashers,  are  all  common 
her3,  and  each  acts  the  petty  tyrant,  in  his  own 
way,  within  his  own  dominions,  keeping  up  a  con- 
stant internecine  warfare  upon  his  neighbours. 
Might  is  the  only  good  law  amongst  these  primitive 
peoples,  and  not  to  take  advantage  of  any  adversity, 
which  may  befall  your  friend— and  swallow  him  up 
if  you  can— is  to  miss  a  chance  of  furthering  your 
owTi  interests  in  the  world,"  which  sooner  or  later 
will  probably  bring  about  your  own  ruin  ! 

While  T.  is  busy  investigating  some  of  the.se 
pools  with  the  help  of  the  landing-n-t,  I  get  up 
my  nxl.  As  already  hinted,  a  mixed  bag  is  our 
object  to-day.  "  Cod  and  haddock  you  can  catch 
at  any  time,  but  what's  the  good  of  them  ?  You 
can  buy  them  from  any  shop,"  soliloquises  T. 
"  No,  give  me  these  unconsidered  trifles,  which  one 
never  sees  except  in  a  book,  or  in  the  gla.sR  cases 
of  a  mu.seum  :  that's  what  I  want  to  catch,"  and 
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Full  Fig— Going  Out. 


Very  Disgusting. 


he  goes  in  pursuit  of  a  goby,  which  has  taken  refuge 
below  a  stone  at  the  further  side  of  a  pool.  Having 
slipped  a  nice  strip  of  herring  on  to  a  hook,  I  now 
make  my  way  along  the  edge  of  the  rock,  looking 
out  for  any  fish  in  the  water  below.  And  there  he 
is,  sure  enough  !  as  a  couple  of  feet  of  dark  swaying 
body  appears  over  a  sandy  patch  at  the  bottom. 
Gently  swinging  my  bait  to  him,  he  takes  it  instantly, 
and  I  am  fast  in  a  good  fish.  "  Hi  !  the  net  !  " 
I  sing  out,  and  T.  coming  along  bails  out  for  me  a 
nice  codling,  of  31b.  or  41b.  "  By  Jove  !  what  a 
beauty  !  Let's  sec,  where  did  you  get  him  ?  "  and 
the  goby  is  forgotten  for  the  nonce,  as  T.  hurries 
off  for  his  rod.  "  All  right,  old  fellow,  I  thought 
you  did  not  care  for  cod,  and  suchlike  things,  or  I 
would  have  called  to  you  when  I  first  saw  him." 

"  Of  course  not,  no  more  I  do,  particularly,  you 
know  ;  but,  after  all,  weight  does  tell  for  some- 
thing !  " 

But  let's  sec,  what's  that  moving  down  there  ? 
Ah  !  only  a  dogger,  but  we'll  have  him  up,  any^vay, 
and  the  bait  being  lowered  in  front  of  him,  Mr. Crab 
is  lifted  gently  out  of  the  water.  Of  course,  he  is 
not  hooked,  but  he  clings  so  tenaciously  to  the  food 
that  he  has  seized,  that  he  is  high  and  dry  upon  the 
rocks  before  he  lealises  his  danger. '  Then  he 
attempts  to  make  off,  sideways,  in  crab  fashion, 
with  his  big  toes  held  threateningly  overhead,  but 
it  is  too  late  ;  set  a  foot  upon  him,  and  crush  him 
gently,  his  inside  will  make  good  bait  by-and-bye. 
But  look,  here  comes  a  shoal  of  five  or  six  lively 
little  weevers,  swimming  together,  about  mid-water. 


This  fish  is  generally  represented  as  being  a  bottom- 
lover,  bui-ying  itself  in  the  sand  and  waiting  for 
prey  to  come  to  it ;  but  here,  at  any  rate,  a  few- 
may  always  be  seen  swimming  along  the  rocks  in 
deepish  water.    Armed  as  they  are  with  their 
formidable  spines,  they  do  not  seem  to  have  much 
fear  of  attack  from  larger  fish,  and  very  pretty 
lively  little  fish  they  are.    They  dart  up  to,  and  begin 
playing  round  youi-  bait  at  once,  and  if  you  lessen 
it  a  little,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  ca.pacity  of  their 
small  mouths,  two  or  three  of  them  may  easily  be 
caught.    There  !    T.  has  one,  a  bright,  silvery  fish 
of  about  4in.  long,  with  a  few  dark  spots  about 
him  ;  but  beware  thofe  stiff  black  spines,  now  set 
rigidly  upon  his  back,  or  you  ^111  have  cause  to 
remember  him.    They  inflict  a  most  painful  prick, 
which  may  cause  your  hand  and  arm  to  swell  up 
violently,  and  the  pain  will  not  be  allayed  for  hours 
—the  fishermen  assert,  not  till  the  tide  turns- 
olive  oil,  with  a  little  opium  in  it,  is  a  good  palliative, 
rubbed  over  the  wound,  if  you  are  so  unfortimate 
as  to  get  stung.    Both  this  fish  and  the  great  weever 
(Trachinus  draco)  are  called    by  the  fishermen 
"  stangers,"  or  "  stang-fish,"  and"  both  are  equally 
disliked  by  them  ;  the  latter  is  very  similar  to  the 
iitllc  weever  (T.  vippra),  but,  in  addition  to  the 
dor.sal  spines,  has  a  sharp  spike,  equally  poisonous, 
upon  either  gill-cover,  and  is  three  or  four  times 
as  big  as  his  smaller  relative  ;  he  is  not  uncommon 
further  out,  but  very  seldom  comes  within  touch 
of  the  rocks.    A  wiiem,  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
wivere,  a  serpent,  is  the  heraldic  dragon,  and  this 
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fish  hcas  been  supposed  by  some  naturalists  to  be 
the  veritable  draco  of  ancient  writers,  though  Dr. 
Day  thought  the  name  might  bo  a  corruption  of 
the  French  La  vivc,  due  to  the  fish's  power  of 
existing  long  after  it  has  been  removed  from  the 
water. 

Next  a  little  school  of  gurnards  come  coapting 
along  the  rocks,  and  as  they  bite  freely,  we  each  land 
half  a  dozen  of  them,  before  the  school  moves  on. 
They  are  not  large,  the  biggest  scarcely  a  foot  in 
length,  but  for  their  size,  they  fight  gamely,  going  off 
with  a  very  determined  run  on  first  being  hooked. 
Thoy  are  of  very  different  shades  of  grey  and  bro^ra, 
and  are  the  "  girnct "  of  these  irMta—Trigla 
gurnardvs  scientifically.  From  the  croaking  noise 
they  make  on  being  brought  out  of  water  they  are 
called  "  crooners  "  in  some  places.     Lichen  Grey. 

{To  he  continued'.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Jleports  (to  ensure  insertion)  rmist  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  tho  indifferent 
weather,  there  has  been  little  sport,  and  few  anglers 
have  been  out  during  the  past  week.  Roach  have 
been  feeding  at  times  ;  two  local  anglers  taking 
17Jlb.  of  these  fish  during  a  day's  fishing.  A  few 
jack  of  31b.,  41b.,  and  91b.  have  been  caught,  the 
latter  fish  were  taken  from  the  bank  by  a  visiting 
angler.  The  recent  rain  has  put  some  colour  into 
the  water,  and  a  good  stream  is  running.  Given 
more  settled  weather,  some  good  sport  should  be 
had  during  the  coming  week. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddingrtou  Weir). — Fisli  are  feeding 
well — bream,  plenty  of  dace,  and  a  few  jack  ;  water 
is  in  good  condition.  One  day,  Mr.  Chapman,  five 
bream,  one  jack  of  31b.,  and  a  few  roach  ;  one  day, 
Mr.  Percy  Curtis,  three  jack  about  2ilb.  each  and 
five  bream,  all  returned;  one  day,  Mr.  Rogers  and 
son,  sixteen  bream,  two  jack,  and  six  roach  weigh- 
ing 41b.  Sydney  McBrido  has  been  getting 
plenty  of  good  dace,  and  on  Jan.  3  took  140. 
Customers  are  very  slow  in  coming  down,  but  the 


weather  could  not  be  bettor  for  fishing. — Walter 
McBriue  (Professional). 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — Tho  water  will  be  im- 
proved with  last  night's  rain,  as  it  was  getting  very 
bright.  Roach  have  been  feeding  fairly  well,  not- 
withstanding the  sharp  frost  on  Monday,  tmd  sport 
in  general  should  now  be  still  better.  I  have  had 
some  fair  takes  of  roach  up  to  nearly  1 11).,  and  chub 
21b.  lOoz.,  with  an  occa-ional  gf)od  porch  when 
using  worms.  Have  not  tried  the  jack  this  week. — 
P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Avon  (Ringrwood). — This  river  is  now  in  flood 
and  is  still  rising,  so  I  am  afraid  it  will  bo  some 
days  before  it  will  be  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Nepoan 
and  son  had  boon  fishing  on  Thursday,  Friday, 
Saturday,  and  Monday  last,  but  have  not  met  with 
good  sport,  taking  twelve  pike,  the  largest  (ilb.,  and 
some  very  nice  porch  up  to  2Jlb.  Mr.  Hopkins, 
fishing  on  Saturday,  Dec.  30,  took  three  pike  up  to 
121b.,  and  some  good  porcli  up  to  2Mb.,  and  on 
M(mday,  Jan.  1,  pike  up  to  llilb. — M.  "W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbaaoh). — Never  in  my 
forty  years  as  an  angler  has  it  been  my  pleasure 
to  experience  during  the  Christmas  holidays  such 
bright,  clean,  dry  weather,  rather  cold  at  times, 
but  wlien  the  sun  was  out,  with  tho  numerous 
anglers  out,  all  bent  on  the  pike,  some  catches  were 
bacl  on  this  stretch  of  the  Cam  for  four  miles.  Bags 
of  pike,  six  and  seven  fish  to  a  rod,  up  to  61b., 
with  numerous  takes  from  four  fish  to  a  rod  up 
to  4Jlb.  each.  Tliese  fish,  as  usual  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  are  coming  upstream.  Live  baits  on 
the  spot. — John  O.  Georoe,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  recent  rain 
has  raised  the  water  very  much.  Great  satisfaction 
is  expressed  at  the  restocking  of  the  river  with 
trout,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  conservators  will 
spend  a  further  sura  for  this  purpose,  as  it  is  im- 
perative that  the  reputation  of  tho  river  should  be 
maintained. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Taw  and  Torridge  Con- 
servators at  their  next  meeting  will  receive  a 
resolution  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Doe  to  repeal  Bye-law 
No.  1  under  the  Salmon  and  FreshwAter  Fisheries' 
Act,  and  to  substitute  the  following: — "The  com- 
mencement and  termination  of  the  annual  close 
season  are  hereby  altered  as  to  the  whole  of  the 
Taw  and  Torridge  fishery  district  so  that  such  close 
season  for  all  modes  of  salmon  fishing,  except 


with  rod  and  line,  shall  commence  on  Sept.  14  and 
terminate  on  April  30  following,  both  inclusive ; 
and  so  that  tho  close  season  for  rods  shall  commence 
on  Nov.  1  and  terminate  on  tho  last  day  of  February 
following,  both  inclusive." — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Only  one  or  two  days 
have  allowed  anglers  any  chance  of  good  sport,  and 
in  tho  Exo  and  in  tho  Canal  some  piko,  porch,  and 
a  few  roach  have  been  caught.  At  tho  next  meet- 
ing of  tho  Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators  Mr.  C.  R. 
Doe  will  move  a  resolution  to  repeal  Bye-law  No.  1 
under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts. 
— Red  Palmer.  [Tlio  resolution  is  given  elsewhere.] 

Lea  and  Trihntaries. — The  frequent  changes 
in  tho  weather  are  proving  very  detrimental  to 
sport,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Early  in 
the  week  it  froze  so  hard  up  the  Lea  that  parts  of 
the  river  wore  covered  with  ico,  and  the  lino  in 
more  than  one  instance  was  frozen  in  the  rod  rings. 
The  weather  then  set  in  milder  again,  and  heavy 
rain  fell  on  Wednesday  night.  Should  tho  mild 
weather  continue  and  more  rain  fall  roach  fishing 
promises  to  yield  better  results.  A  number  of 
these  fish  have  been  caught  during  tho  past  week, 
but  I  can  hear  of  nothing  over  1  lb.  2oz.  Tho 
141b.  Coz.  pike  caught  recently  at  Waltham  Abbey 
by  Mr.  Ward  is  the  heaviest  of  its  kind  taken  this 
season  in  the  public  waters  of  tho  Lea. — Iz.\ak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —  Both  these 
streams  wore  in  order  for  fishing  up  to  tho  new 
year,  when  rain  was  had,  which  will  in  all  proba- 
bility cause  the  river  to  rise  and  change  colour 
before  tho  end  of  tho  week.  Angling  has  been  slow 
and  poor  of  late.  A  few  grayling  taken  at  the  end 
of  last  week  with  fly  and  maggot.  Prospects  for 
sport  next  week  doubtful. — Gwynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Parry). — Water  in  first-class 
condition,  and  some  fine  roach  have  been  taken. 
The  largest  pike  I  have  had  to  record  during  the 
week  was  7lb.  Of  course,  the  terrific  winds  have 
stopped  many  anglers  from  going  out ;  if  they  had 
braved  the  elements,  I  think  they  would  have  been 
rewarded,  however,  as  there  is  a  fine  lot  of  good 
pike  now  knocking  about  here. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Hnntingdon). — Sport  in  this  neighbour- 
hood was  very  unsatisfactory  during  the  holidays. 
The  weather  was  very  unsettled,  the  water  was 
exceedingly  clear,  and  its  temperature  very  low. 
Notwithstanding    the-    unfavourable  conditions. 
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many  anglers  tried  the  pike,  but  only  about  half  a 
dozen  sizeable  fish  were  taken.  To-day  (Jan.  3) 
the  water  is  rising,  and  there  is  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  its  colour.  If  the  present  rainy  weather 
continues,  this  improvement  will  probably  be 
maintained  for  some  days. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn.  Vyrn'wy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Taken  altogether  the  past  week  has  not 
been  at  all  favourable  ior  angling,  as  although  there 
have  been  one  or  two  fine  bright  days  succeeding 
frosty  nights,  yet  on  the  whole  it  has  been  dark  and 
dismal,  with  donsa  fogs  and  keen  winds  from  an 
easterly  direction.  Some  rain  has  also  fallen  but  not 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  aSect  these  rivers  which  are 
still  in  excellent  condition,  and  during  the  short 
time  in  which  angling  has  been  really  practicable 
some  fair  .sport  has  been  obtained,  and  a  few  nice 
grayling  and  other  kinds  of  fish  have  been  landed, 
but  nothing  compared  with  those  taken  during  the 
Christmas  holidays. — Vyrxwy. 

Stonr  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Sport  has  been  very 
slow  during  the  holidaj's,  water  very  clear  and  no 
stream  running.  Athough  several  anglers  have 
been  out,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  specimen  fish  or 
a  decent  bag.  Nothing  much  will  be  done  mitil  we 
get  soine  rain  to  colour  the  water. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Snasez  Rivers  and  ChicIieBter  Canal.— The 
few  last  days  of  the  old  year  were  stormy,  with 
easterly  gales  and  a  biting  cold  wind,  and  on  Tues- 
day a  driving  rain  was  experienced,  lasting  well 
into  Wednesday.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  fair 
order,  the  barge  traffic  clears  the  weeds,  and  the 
canal  is  paying  better  than  for  some  time  past. 
Mr.  Brown,  on  Dec.  30,  captured  a  nice  pike  at  the 
basin,  weighing  about  olb.,  and  a  brace  of  fish  of  4Jlb. 
and  3Jlb.  respectively  are  notified  from  the  Don- 
nington  reach.  From  the  Ouse  a  few  small  pike 
were  taken  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  roach  up 
to  IJlb. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tame  (Iiadlow). — The  Teme  in  thi?  district  has 
been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  Wednesday. 
The  weather  changed  on  Tuesday,  and  heavy  rain 
has  been  falling,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  water 
being  colourid  before  the  end  of  the  week.  Pike 
have  been  on  the  movo.  The  other  day  Mr.  Huste 
was  fiiliing  for  pike  when  ho  foul  hooked  and  landed 
a  pike  about  Olb.  Some  good  grnyling  were  taken 
at  the  end  of  last  week  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  2,  a 
nice  lot  of  coarse  fish  were  landed  by  Mr.  Detheridge. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

TorcroBS  Ley. — Mr.  Whitelaw  and  friend  (two 
rods)  caught  213  perch  and  rudd  and  twenty-one 
pike  in  three  days. — W.M.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neigrhbonring 
Sivers. — Tlie  Tyno  and  its  tributaries  have  been  in 
good  fishing  order  during  the  holidays,  and  a  good 
sprinkling  of  rods  have  been  out.  Some  good 
baskets  of  dace  have  been  killed  on  the  North  Tyne 
with  maggot.  A  Newcastle  angler  fishing  the  Tyne 
at  Hexham  had  a  nice  babket  of  roach  and  dace 
swimming  the  maggot.  I  am  told  the  fish  are  in 
good  condition,  and  afford  excellent  sport.  Several 
anglers  paid  a  visit  to  the  Tees  during  the  Chri.stmas 
week,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Croit,  and  enjoyed 
good  sport. — Hy.  a.  Murtox. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derweut,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — A  strong  frost  during  the  departing 
hours  of  the  old  year  gave  anglers  hopes  of  some 
good  grayling  fishing  during  the  opening  week  of  the 
new  year,  but  owing  to  the  intense  cold  few  gray- 
!    ling  fishermen  have  been  out.     The  Wharfe  has 
'    been  in  fair  trim,  but  the  east  wind  has  been 
against  grayling  fishing.    A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  at  Bumsall,  Ilkley,  and  Pool,  but  sport  has  only 
been  poor,  the  best  ba-ket  being  one  of  about  a 
dozen  grayling  caught  by  W.  J.  Grassham,  at  Pool. 
The  Swale  was  running  in  fair  trim  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week.    In  the  upper  reaches  at  Easeby  and 
j    Catterick,  a  number  of  rods  were  out,  but  sport  was 
'    only  moderate.    In  the  lower  reaches  at  Ainderby, 
I    sport  has  been  better  than  higher  up.    Mr.  A. 
Richardson  killed  twenty-four  grayling  and  ten 
dace.    In  the  district  of  Baldersby  and  Catton, 
Messrs.  Skinner  and  Kelly  had  the  best  sport ; 
I   among.ijt  their  catch  was  a  roach  weighing  1  lb.  7oz. 
The  River  Wi-ske,  which  is  one  of  the  principal 
tributaries  of  the  Swale,  has  been  in  very  nice  trim, 
and  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with 
j    amongst  the  roach,  chub,  and  pike.     At  Bal- 
I   dersby,  on  the  Swale,  during  the  holidays,  Mr. 
I   W.  Watson  had  very  nice  sport,   his  catch  in- 
I   eluding  a  small  jack,  weighing  4|lb.,  and  about 
twenty  roach.    The  Derwent  has  been  fished  very 
little  during  the  past  few  days,  rain  having  fallen 
in  the  upper  reaches,  consequently  this  stream  is 
.   rather  dirty  and  running  fairly  high.    Last  week  on 
the  Whuriu,  in  the  lowor  reaches  at  Tadc-astor  and 
■Ulloskolf,  8port  was  fair.     Mr.   Andrew  Bacon 
caught  a  fine  chub  weighing  41b.  3oz.,  which  has 
'  been  ontrustod  to  me  for  preservation,  and  will 
!  eventually  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Exchange  Club 
House,  Weat-street,  Leeds,    AngJorj  will  b3  pleased 


to  see  the  monster  trout  weighing  8|lb.,  0,]lb.,  and 
51b.  which  were  cauglit  at  Blagdon  last  your,  and 
are  now  on  sliow  at  the  depot,  they  belong  to  Mr. 
J.  H.  R.  Bazley.  I  wish  all  readers  a  Happy  New 
Year  with  unbounded  success  in  1906. — Jokn  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — New  Ye.vr's  Prospects. 
— The  New  Year  has  made  little  difference  to  the 
open  nature  of  the  weather,  and  the  rivers  are  still 
running  in  semi-flood.  A  good  snowstorm  just 
now  would  not  be  an  unmixed  blessing,  and  give 
the  needed  check  to  too  premature  a  season.  Fish 
have  been  running  freely  for  two  weeks  now,  and 
will  be  well  into  the  middle  water  ?,  and  even  further, 
by  the  opening  days  of  the  season.  The  angling 
season  for  salmon  in  Scottish  waters  opens  in  the 
far  north  rivers,  such  as  the  Thurso,  Helmsdale, 
Brora,  Hallidale,  as  well  as  on  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay 
(but  not  the  Earn),  and  the  Teith,  between  Jan.  12 
and  15,  and  should  the  conditions  remain  as  they 
are  very  good  sport  is  anticipated  both  with  early 
spring  fish  of  the  first  migration  as  well  as  the 
heavier  fish  of  the  winter  run.  As  far  as  the  letting 
01  angling  waters  is  concerned  there  is  considerable 
briskness  at  prtsent.  What  waters  have  already 
been  let  are  iiot  below  last  year's  prices,  and  in 
some  cases  slightly  in  advance  of  them.  Last 
year's  rentals  have  been  asked  and  obtained  for 
fishing  stations,  although  it  was  a  very  indifferent 
year. — G.  M. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  f  ier). — Though  the  weather  has  been 
very  inclement  during  the  past  five  or  six  days 
several  anglers  have  daily  tempted  sport  from  tne 
pier,  and  more  than  one  fair  catch  has  been  made, 
especiaUy  at  niglit.  Yet  signs  are  not  wanting  that 
our  fishing  season  will  soon  be  over,  as  the  wiiiting 
have  recently  been  taken  in  very  limitea 
numbers,  and  the  sprats  are  so  scarce  that  it 
hardly  pays  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  nets  to  go  in 
quest  oi  them.  On  Dec.  30  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ciapp, 
iUr.  Tress,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Brient  each  maUe 
a  decent  mixed  bag,  several  fine  codling  being 
included  in  their  captures,  as  well  as  about  a  score 
of  good  dabs.  Mr.  and  Master  Newell  were  the 
sjIo  occupants  of  the  pier  on  the  following 
day,  the  weather  then  being  piercingly  cold, 
but  they  each  succeeded  in  getting  a  few 
codling,  dabs,  and  whiting,  though  the  last- 
namea  variety  ran  very  small  indeed.  The  south- 
ea:,t  wind  on  Jan.  1  was  so  searching  that  nearly 
everyone  deemed  it  prudent  to  remain  indoors,  and 
the  four  pier  patrons  did  little  tmtil  evening  hours, 
when  some  very  good  sport  among  pouting  and 
codhng  was  realised  for  about  two  hours.  Mr. 
brient,  Mr.  Fagan,  Mr.  Tress  and  four  other  gentle- 
men put  in  an  appearance  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  2,  and 
though  conditions  of  weather  were  extremely  try- 
ing, each  one  left  the  pier  with  a  fair  bag  oi  fish, 
some  of  the  codling  scaling  between  21b.  and  3ib. 
eauh,  but  few  whiting  were  caught.  The 
sport  on  Jan.  3  proved  an  eye-opener,  for  on 
the  draw  of  the  tide,  in  the  afternoon,  Captain 
Dicks,  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Tress,  Mr.  Branscombe, 
Mr.  Band,  and  others,  experienced  rare  sport, 
the  whiting  biting  especially  well,  but  other 
species  were  also  well  to  the  fore,  and  the  bags  made 
were  good  all  round.  Wind,  light  from  tJ.S.E.  ; 
water  in  splendid  colour.  —  J.  Richabdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Flymouth. — All  kinds  of  fish  are  on  the  move 
again,  and  the  rodsters  are  having  good  sport.  At 
Turnchapol  the  grey  mullet  are  on  the  leed,  and 
some  rods  are  taking  as  many  as  four  or  five  dozen 
in  an  afternoon.  The  general  run  is  about  1  lb., 
but  many  are  2lb.  and  over.  How  long  this  sport 
will  last  X  cannot  say,  but  they  have  been  at  it  for 
some  days  now.  School  bass  are  also  on  the  feed, 
and  some  good  catches  have  been  brought  in. 
Some  very  large  ones  were  taken  at  the  Iron  Bridge 
at  Laira.  Strong  tackle  is  necessary  here  as  you 
have  to  haul  your  fish  up  some  40ft.  or  50ft.  belore 
you  can  land  them.  Whitebait  is  to  be  had  in 
plenty  up  the  Laira  at  low  water  wading  in  mid- 
stream with  a  strand  shrimp  net,  and  they  are  also 
to  be  taken  in  the  pools  left  when  the  tide  recedes 
by  spoon-shaped  prawn  nets. — Willlim  Heabdee 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — We  had  our  first  open  com- 
petition on  Boxing  Day.  We  had  a  good  entry  of 
thirty,  including  four  from  Colchester,  but  fiih  were 
clean  off  feed  as  usual  when  we  have  a  competition, 
so  only  two  prizes  were  taken.  The  first  prize  was 
won  by  Mr.  C  A.  Kemmish,  and  the  second  by  Mr. 
Oliver  Townes;  but  in  the  evening  Mr.  C.  \Vood 
got  six  Hpleudid  couhng  and  four  tine 
uab.s,  which  would  have  gained  hiin  fir.-.t 
prize  "if"  he  had  caught  them  in  the 
competition,  "  but,  ala^,  too  lato."    Biuco  then  it 


has  been  blowing  a  gale  from  N.E.,  but  fish  have 
been  well  on  food.  On  Dec.  31,  Mr.  Houghton  had 
281b.,  largest  2ilb.  (codling) ;  C.  Wood,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Tom  Policy,  two  on  Jan.  2,  71b.  (codling);  Mr. 
Hobern,  141b.;  and  Ted  Bloom,  81b.  (all  codling), 
and  others  have  had  good  bags. — J.  R.  Robinson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Angling  has  been  very  slack  the 
last  week,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  a  strong 
easterly  gale  is  raging,  whicli  puts  fishing  out  of 
the  question.  Christmas  Day  and  Boxing  Day  the 
weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  I  noticed 
several  enthusiastic  anglers  out  with  the  rod,  but 
the  catches  were  very  small,  mostly  small  flounders. 
Up  to  a  few  days  ago,  large  numbers  of  pollack 
were  being  taken  round  by  the  breakwater,  but  the 
bad  weather  has  entirely  put  a  stop  to  boat  fishing, 
If  the  wind  moderates,  and  the  weather  improves, 
sport  should  be  good  this  week-end. — Chas.  J. 
Russell  (W.A.A.). 


LOOKING  BACK,  OK  MEN  I  HAVE  MET. 


Looking  over  some  old  papers  and  club  cards 
the  other  evening,  my  memory  awoke  to  many 
events  with  dear  old  fishing  pals  of  the  long  ago. 
My  mind  called  back  to  many  years  ago  when  at  a 
concert  at  the  North- Western  Angling  Club.  Sitting 
near  the  door  I  was  beckoned  out  by  a  Mr.  Bon- 
voison  (a  hard  worker  in  the  anglers'  cause),  who 
asked  me  if  Jemmy  Stead  (the  "  Cure  ")  was  in  the 
roorn.  Jemmy  at  this  time  had  retired  from  the 
music-hall  stage,  and  had  invested  his  money  in 
the  Overend  Gurney  Bank.  Bonvoison  had  got 
the  news  in  the  city,  and  heard  of  the  bank's 
failure.  That  was  a  sad  night  for  poor  Jemmy. 
After  that  Jemmy  came  back  for  a  short  time  to 
the  stage.  I  shall  never  forget  the  merry  little 
party  that  used  to  meet  at  the  G.W.R.  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  namely,  Billy  Sutch  (musical 
conductor  at  Gatti's),  Billy  Randall  (ever  to  be 
remembered  with  his  song,  "  The  Hole  in  the 
Shutter"),  Bill  Putnam  (harpist  with  Moore  and 
Burgess),  and  Jemmy  Stead,  all  now  gone,  I  hope 
to  an  anglers'  paradise. 

There  was  a  funny  little  incident  happened  once 
— it  was  at  Pangbourne  ;  Jemmy  Stead  was  fishing 
close  to  Goring  Woods,  but  the  fish  were  shy,  so 
Jemmy  kept  us  alive  with  song  and  story,  returning 
in  the  evening  to  have  a  chop  at  the  Swan  Inn. 
There  were  two  gentlemen  taking  tea,  who  had  been 
fishing  in  a  punt  near  where  Jemmy  had  been 
fishing  ;  these  gentlemen  were  laughing  at  Jemmy's 
songs  and  jokes,  and  one  said,  "Well,  he  was  a 
funny  fellow,  in  fact,  he  was  a  '  perfect  cure.'  " 
When  I  told  them  this  gentleman  was  the  real 
"Perfect  Cure,"  amazement  was  depicted  on  their 
faces.  Then  there  was  dear  old  Daddy  Dodge,  one 
of  the  old  Serpentine  anglers,  when  fishing  was 
permitted  in  that  lake.  Daddy  was  noted  by 
always  wearing  a  top  hat,  but  replaced  it  with  a  cap 
when  he  commenced  to  fish,  placing  the  top  hat  in  a 
safe  place.  Dear  old  dad,  he  was  respected  and 
loved  by  all  his  brother  anglers.  Then  there  were 
two  anglers  known  as  Jem  and  Bob.  The  first- 
named  was  a  long:  thin  fellow,  with  hair  of  a  strong, 
if  not  red,  tint.  Bob  was  a  fair  chap,  short,  with  a 
very  rotund  stomach.  They  were  afterwards  known 
as  "  Jem,  the  Red  Worm,"  and  "  Bob,  the  Gentle." 
Then  there  was  Bill  Reed,  who  kept  a  pub  in  Great 
Portland-street.  We  designated  him  "  The  Doctor," 
because  he  always  brought  a  bottle  of  ginger  brandy 
with  him.  He  always  called  me  his  patient,  because 
no  one  was  allowed  to  drink  out  of  the  bottle  until 
I  was  indisposed,  and  it  .was  a  joke  how  they  in  the 
carriages  would  watch  to  see  how  my  health  was. 
On  one  occasion  I  refused  to  be  ill,  much  to  their 
disappointment.  But  I  was  very  bad  on  our  return 
journey,  much  to  their  delight,  the  result  being  an 
empty  bottle. 

Then  there  was  Billy  Leister,  one  of  the  best 
tempered  fellows  I  ever  met  on  the  river  bank. 
Billy's  missus  always  was  of  the  opinion  that  going 
out  fishing  made  you  very  himgry.  The  result 
was,  Billy's  wife  used  to  get  a  large  tin  made  to  fit 
his  fishing-box,  and  in  this  she  always  put  a  large 
pie,  enough  for  several  ordinary  appetites.  Billy 
dared  not  take  any  of  the  pie  back,  so  we  used  to 
help  him  to  get  rid  of  it.  Talking  one  Stmday 
night  to  his  wife  at  the  fishing  club,  she  said : 
"  Fishing  does  Billy  a  lot  of  good.  You  should  see 
the  large  pie  he  has  ate  to-day."  Billy  winked  at 
me  as  I  praised  the  splendid  flake-Uke  crust  that 
Billy  had  allowed  me  to  sample.  Anglers  are  the 
joke  for  many  who  do  not  follow  tnat  peaceful 
occupation,  but  I  say  one©  an  angler  always  an 
angler.  I  have  known  more  than  one  novice  go 
out  for  the  (Jay  with  an  old  angler  and  have  the 
luck  to  catch  u  lew  hsh,  the  next  bunday  wo^lj 
find  hitn  a  real  banker  with  box  and  rod,  uud 
burning  to  bjcoiiio  a  memb3i'  of  uis  pa. 'a  fishing 
club. — riPHiN.'s  iu  Club  Lift. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  C.  O.  Minohin  occupied  the  chair  at  Wed- 
nesday's meeting  in  Fetter-lane.  Reports  were  few. 
At  Daal  a  member  reported  taking  a  fine  dab  of 
1  lb.  9oz.,  five  score  whiting,  and  three  codling. 
Mr.  Boyton  .submitted  a  fi->h  very  rare  on  the 
East  Coast  (Lengopterua  punctalus),  the  whiff  or 
topnutt.  Little  Harry,  in  Cornwall  brown  fluke. 
It  was  certainly  the  finniest  fish  ever  pro- 
duced to  the  members.  It  was  completely 
edged  by  fin  —  the  tail  even  had  two  little  fin.s. 
The  prognathic  lower  jaw  was  a  very  marked 
feature.  It  certainly  looked  like  a  flounder,  but 
could  not  be  mistaken  for  one.  It  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  nicely  executed  water-colour  sketch.  Mr. 
Boyton  is  to  be  thanked  for  carrying  out  the 
suggestion  so  frequently  made  that  members  should 
colour-sketch  any  remarkable  fish  before  its  fleeting 
glory  of  colour  is  gone.  A  fine  but  very  ugly  speci- 
men of  the  king  worm  found  at  Southend,  sent  up 
by  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham,  was  handed  round.  It  was 
3ft.  4in.  long,  and  it  swims — a  tempting  mor.sel  for 
a  Ballycotton  skate.  Mr.  J.  H.  Boyton  read  his 
paper  upon  fishing  in  the  Shetland  Isles.  He  went 
there  in  August  to  fish,  but  as  there  were  not  many 
fish  to  take  in  the  neighbourhoods  he  visited,  he 
found  himself  unable  to  say  much  about  the  fish- 
ing. But  what  he  did  say  was  good,  and  his 
description  of  a  most  interesting  coast  was  well 
done  and  illustrated  by  a  capital  set  of  lantern 
slides.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  the  society's  lantern  ex- 
pert, provided  the  apparatus,  and  in  his  compulsory 
ubjenoe,  Mr.  J.  T.  Nickels  operated  as  an  "old 
hand." 

Tlie  subjects  of  the  slides  wore  good,  and  the 
slides  well  made,  and  Mr.  Boyton's  running  com- 
mentary was  lucid  and  useful. 

Thanks  were,  of  cour.se,  awarded  to  him  and  to 
Messrs.  Zaehnsdorf  and  Nickels  and  to  the  chair- 
man. 

Next  Wednesday,  Mr.  Hubert  Bass  will  read  a 
paper  on  "The  North  Sea  Fisheries."  The  subject 
is  of  national  interest,  and  Mr.  Bass  is  a  man 
thoroughly  able  to  do  it  justice.  There  will  be  a 
large  attendance.  H.  P. 


My  heart  for  very  joy  doth  leap. 
My  lips  no  more  can  silence  keep  ; 
Qlory  to  Ood  in  highest  heaven. 
Who  unto  man  His  Son  hath  given  I 
While  angels  sing,  with  holy  mirth, 
A  glad  new  year  to  all  the  earth. 

— Luther. 


As  announced  in  the  issue  of  Dec.  18,  the  Free 
Insurance  of  £100  commences  from  Jan.  6,  full 
particulars  of  which  will  be  found  on  page  16. 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  news  arrived  of 
the  capture,  by  a  well-known  London  angler,  of  a 
19^1b.  pike.  It  was  in  the  "pink  of  condition," 
and  was  caught  at  Frensham  Pond.  Mr.  Griffiths, 
of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  says,  "  the  present 
open  weather  is  favourable  for  sport." 


A  MISSIONARY  of  the  Catholic  Church  induced  a 
sly  old  negro,  whom  he  found  in  India,  to  embrace 
his  creed,  and  believing  him  to  be  a  sincere  convert 
admitted  him  to  the  sacrament  of  the  baptism,  and 
gave  him  the  name  of  James  instead  of  Washee, 
which  he  had  borne  above  forty  years.  This  the 
negro  thought  was  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding, 
The  priest  insisted  on  James  keeping  the  regular 
fast  days,  under  the  penalty  of  eternal  misery  ;  but 
the  prohibition  did  not  suit  Washse's  gastronomic 
propensity,  and  he  adopted  his  own  peculiar  method 
of  indulging  his  appetite,  and  yet  avoiding  the 
threatened  punishment.  The  priest  went  into 
Washee's  house  on  a  Friday,  and  to  his  horror 
found  Washee  regaling  himself  with  a  dish  of  beef- 
steaks. The  missionary,  in  strong  terms,  reprobated 
Washee's  conduct ;  but  the  negro  stoutly  declared 
he  was  eating  fish  only,  and  thus  endeavoured  to 
prove  it.  "  You  took  my  hand,  you  put  watar  on 
my  face,  and  speakee  fine  words  I  no  understand, 
and  den  you  say,  '  My  name  no  more  Washee,  but 
now  be  James.'  Well,  dis  morning  I  takee  de  beef 
steaks,  and  putting  water  over  dem,  make  talkee, 
and  say,  '  No  more  beef-steak,  but  now  be  fish.'  " 


BiNKS  :  "Time  runs  on,  eh  ?  Now,  what  makes 
time  run  on  1 "  Bunks  :  "  The  spur  of  the  moment, 
I  suppose."  Which  reminds  me  that  another 
fellow  said  :  "  Time  wore  on  !  "  But  he  did  not 
say  what  "  Time  "  wore  on.  Was  it  the  close  of  a 
summer's  day  ? 


"  Where  ignorance  is  bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise" 
is  an  old  saw  ;  but  upon  reading  the  following  I 
should  think  otherwise  :  "  A  despatch  to  the  New 
York  Tribune  from  Seattle,  Wash.,  says  that  George 
Schaer,  who  has  just  returned  from  Alaska,  has 
discovered  that  lie  and  his  companions  greased 
their  boots,  oars,  masts,  and  everything  else  that 
needed  it,  with  ambergris  worth  twenty  dollars  an 
ounce,  and  threw  away  more  than  they  used,  in  the 
belief  that  it  wa<  ordinary  grease.  Schaer  saved 
five  ounces  in  a  pickle  bottle  for  future  u.se.  The 
bottle  was  placed  in  his  bag  and  forgotten.  Some 
time  after  curiosity  to  know  what  the  stuff  was  led 
him  to  show  it  to  a  druggist,  who  offered  seventy- 
three  dollars  lor  the  contents  of  the  bottle.  Schaer 
says  he  and  his  companions  found  the  stuff  in 
quantities  in  Arctic  waters,  but  never  dreamed  of 
its  value  other  than  as  a  good  lubricant." 


Mr.  Marston,  the  veteran  angler,  says  a  Balham 
contemporary,  is  always  to  be  detected  in  the 
columns  of  the  Publishers'  Circular.  Thus,  in 
announcing  that  Messrs.  Spalding  and  Hodge  are 
about  to  issue  an  attractive  little  brochure  on 
"  Watermarks,"  he  observes  that  "  the  most  in- 
teresting watermarks  we  have  ever  seen  are  the 
'  boil '  of  a  salmon  and  the  '  rise  '  of  a  trout."  It  is 
perfectly  true,  I'm  an  angler  myself  (see  "  Who's 
Who,"  as  we  all  say  now),  and  already  I  am  looking 
forward  to  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  eight  or 
nine  weeks  hence. 


January. 

The  first  month  was  named  by  the  Romans 
Januarius,  after  Janus,  one  of  their  deities,  who  was 
said  to  have  two  faces — one  old,  wrinkled,  and 
weather-beaten,  looking  backward  on  the  old  year, 
and  the  other  young  and  fresh,  looking  forward  to 
the  now.  Among  the  most  ancient  nations — Jews, 
Clialdeans  and  Egyptians — the  civil  year  began  at 
the  autumnal  equinox  (answering  to  our  Sept.  21), 
whilst  their  ecclesiastical  year  began  in  the  spring 
— a  mode  of  reckoning  followed  in  some  parts  of 
Italy  to  the  present  day. 

The  old  Roman  calendar  also,  as  well  as  the 
Persian,  began  on  March  25,  a  mode  continued  for 
many  centuries  by  the  Christian  churches — and  in 
this  country,  down  to  the  year  1752 — when  the  new 
style  of  the  Gregorian  year  was  adopted. 

Our  Saxon  ,  ancestors  named  this  month  Wolf 
Monat,  because  wolves  were  then  dangerous,  and 
after  Christianity  was  established  they  sometimes 
called  it  Aefter-Y ula,  or  after  Christmas.  The  days 
in  January  that  are  set  apart  for  particular  obser- 
vance are  New  Year's  day  and  Epiphany,  or  Twelfth 
day  (Old  Christmas  day).  The  Monday  foUowing 
Twelfth  day  is  called  Plough  Monday. 

Such  of  the  wild  animals  as  do  not  hibernate 
feel  the  cold  so  much  as  to  become  familiar.  Foxes, 
polecats,  and  weasels  make  incursions  on  hen- 
roosts ;  hares,  emboldened  by  hunger,  visit  our 
kitchen  gardens ;  larks  seek  shelter  in  the  warm 
stubble ;  thrushes,  blackbirds,  and  fieldfares  cower 
vmder  the  hedges,  while  sparrows  and  chaffinches 
come  in  the  wake  of  the  friendly  robin  to  pick  up 
crumbs  at  our  doors.  Vast  numbers  of  waterfowl 
also  visit  our  shores  from  more  northern  coasts. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  month  vegetation 
seems  to  be  at  a  standstill,  but  groundsel,  red  dead- 
nettle,  and  mezereon  appear  towards  its  close,  and 
the  large  buds  of  the  sycamore  and  horse-chestnut 
are  covered  with  a  coat  of  varnish,  impenetrable 
till;the  sunshine  of  ^spring  shall  soften  it  and  allow 
them  to  expand.  It  is  a  season  of  privation  for 
the  poor,  and  of  private  benevolence  on  the  part  of 
rich — as  well  as  of  domestic  enjoyment,  and  festive 
and  friendly  gatherings. 


LoNO  visits,  long  stories,  long  exhortations,  and 
long  prayers  seldom  profit  those  who  have  to  do 
with  them.  Life  is  short.  Time  is  short.  Moments 
are  precious.  Learn  to  condense,  abridge,  and 
intensify.  We  can  endure  many  an  ache  and  ill  if 
it  is  soon  over,  while  even  pleasures  grow  insipid 
and  pain  intolerable  if  they  are  protracted  beyond 
the  limits  of  reason  and  inconvenience.  Learn  to 
be  brief.  Lop  off  branches  ;  stick  to  the  main  fact, 
and  get  through,  tell  your  message,  and  hold  your 
tongue  ;  boil  down  two  words  into  one,  and  three 
into  two.    Learn  to  be  brief. 


Many  of  our  nursery  rhymes  want  bringing  up 
to  date.    Here's  a  sample  i 

Mary  had  a  little  hen 

That  caused  her  many  a  tear ; 
It  used  to  lay  when  eggs  were  cheap, 
And  quit  when  they  were  dear. 


A  "down  east"  editor  asks  his  subscribers  to 
pay  up,  that  he  may  play  a  similar  joke  upon  his 
creditors. 


A  Tall  Salmon  Story. 
"  E  G.,"  in  Club  Life,  is  responsible  for  the  follow- 
ing :— "  Of  yarns,  gentle  readers,  I  have  none  to  tell 
you.  The  copper  kettle  has  not  passed  into  my 
possession,  its  shining  and  copper  body  being  held 
by  worthier  hands  than  mine.  The  following  true 
story  was,  however,  told  to  me  by  an  old  Mole 
fisherman,  who  is  built  on  very  broad  principles, 
and  who  vouches  for  its  truth.  If  he  should  see 
these  lines  nobody  will  see  his  blushes.  '  An  aged 
gentleman,'  he  says,  '  came  into  our  shop  a  few 
weeks  ago.'  He  had  a  creel  with  him,  into  which 
he  began  to  cram  his  purchase.  '  I  beg  pardon, 
sir,'  said  I,  '  but  I  see  thut  you  are  an  angler.' 
'Ah!  '  he  replied,  'the  number  of  trout  that  creel 
has  carried  home  would  surprise  you.'  And  then 
the  old  fisherman  rattled  on,  defying  all  attempts 
to  stop  him,  till  at  last  his  audience  became  quite 
tired  out.  To  stop  him  our  friend  asked  him  if  he 
had  ever  caught  a  salmon.  '  I  should  think  I  had,' 
replied  he — '  the  biggest  I  ever  saw.  Why,  when 
the  keeper  put  the  thick  rope  through  his  gills  to 
carry  him  homo,  he  held  the  cord  over  his  shoulder, 
when  several  feet  of  the  salmon  trailed  along  the 
ground.  It  took  me  a  day  and  a  half  to  land  him, 
and  wo  had  to  have  a  fire  burning  all  night  to  see 
what  we  were  doing.' 

•  «  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

—  " '  You  are  quite  right,  sir,'  remarked  an  old  fellow 
standing  by,  '  it  was  a  monster  fish.'  '  Well  I  what 
do  you  know  about  it  ?  '  '  Why,  sir,  my  father  was 
keeper  on  that  river,  and  he  assisted  to  land  that 
salmon.  And  I'll  toll  you  something  more  about  it. 
My  father's  master  was  very  fond  of  rook  shooting, 
but  when  he  went  out  the  devil  of  a  rook  could  he 
see.  He  blew  my  father  up  so  that  he  thought  he 
would  lose  his  place.  So  the  guv'nor  determined  to 
watch  the  rookery.  One  morning,  just  as  it  was 
getting  light,  he  heard  a  tremendous  splashing  in 
the  water  ;  and  what  do  you  think  he  saw  with  his 
hopera  glasses  ?  Why,  that  salmon  standing  with 
the  tip  of  his  tail  on  the  ground,  and  a-taking  the 
young  rooks  out  of  their  nesteses  from  the  worry 
tops  of  them  werry  tall  elm  trees.'  That  old  gentle- 
man for  the  next  fifty  yards  beat  Harry  Hutchen's 
record  of  five  seconds,  and  had  a  bill  in  his  window 
the  next  day,  'This  house  to  let.'  " 


Those  who  live  in  glasshouses  should  have  more 
sense. 


Oft  in  this  season,  silent  from  the  north 
A  blaze  of  meteors  start,  ensweeping  first 
The  lower  skies,  they  all  at  once  converge 
High  to  the  crown  of  heaven,  and  all  at  once 
Relapsing  quick,  as  quickly  reascend 
And  mix,  and  thwart,  extinguish,  and  renew 
All  ether  coursing  in  a  maze  of  light. 

— Thomson. 


The  following  arrived  just  as  we  were  going  to 

press : — 

Thames — General  Remarks. 
The  river  at  the  early  part  of  the  week  was  very 
clear,  but  the  rain  which  fell  on  Jan.  3  and  4  will 
improve  it.  New  Year's  Day  opened  very  badly, 
owing  principally  to  the  strong  easterly  wind,  and 
poor  sport  was  the  rule.  A  few  small  pike  up  to 
71b.  have  been  had  during  the  week,  but  roach 
have  not  fed  well.  Last  week,  however,  the  reverse 
was  the  case,  as  at  Old  Windsor  Mr.  Bowyer  had 
one  of  21b.,  and  at  Henley  Mr.  Midwinter  had  one 
of  21b.  3oz.,  whilst  at  Shiplake  a  pike  of  14lb.  was 
caught,  as  well  as  a  fine  chub  of  41b.  8oz.  If  the 
temperature  does  not  change  too  frequently,  better 
sport  should  be  enjoyed  this  week-end. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 


Book  Collectors. 

An  American  journal  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
classify  the  varieties  of  book  collector  which  exist 
in  these  days.    Here  is  the  result : — 

Bibliomane. — An  indiscriminate,  emotional  col- 
lector. 

Bibliognoste. — A  learned  collector,  very  expert  in 
imprints,  first  editions,  and  the  technicalities. 

Bibliograph. — A  collector  who  writes  about  his 
collections. 

Bibliotaph. — A  cautious  collector,  who  keeps  his 
books  always  under  look  and  key  in  glass  cases. 

Bibliophile.  ~  Pi.  real  lover  of  books;  one  who 
buys  books  only  for  the  pleasure  of  reading  them. 

So,  then,  I  am  a  bibliophile!  I  do  not  know 
that  the  name  sounds  nice,  but  what  does  it  matter 
when  it  stands  for  "a  real  lover  of  books  "  ? 


What  is  the  difference  between  an  angler  and  a 
dunce  ?-=^0ne  baits  his  hook  and  the  other  hates 

his  book.  r    .   .  DBAaNKT.  , 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  anglers  have  done  well  during  the  late 
holidays  with  the  pike.  Those  who  fished  the 
Alrewas  district  succeeded  in  taking  some  decent 
fish  with  the  live-bait,  the  best  fish  being  over  91b. 
The  Avon  above  Bidford  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  a  few  pike  have  been  taken,  but  the  takes  of 
roach  and  perch  have  only  been  moderate.  The 
members  of  the  St.  George's  Club,  who  rent  a 
portion  of  this  river  at  Grange  Mill,  have  done 
fairly  well.  In  the  Stratford  district  little  of 
importance  has  been  done,  although  the  river 
is  just  now  in  good  order  for  all  kinds  of  fishing. 
Severn  fishermen  have  done  well  at  Bewdley,  and 
up  the  Severn  with  pike.  Some  fair-sized  chhb 
have  been  taken,  and  the  roach  were  well  on  the 
feed  up  till  the  evening  of  Jan.  3,  when  the  good 
weather  began  to  leave  us.  As  these  notes  leave 
me  on  Wednesday,  the  weather  still  remains  wet  and 
dismal.  In  my  notes  last  week  I  mentioned  a 
pool  being  to  let ;  the  pool  I  mentioned  is  not 
Homfray's  water  or  pool,  and  as  we  have  a  number 
of  clubs  looking  out  for  waters,  it  would  be  worth 
while  for  a  visit  to  be  made  to  Kidderminster  to 
have  a  look  at  the  water.  I  have  heard  that 
there  are  other  pools  to  be  let  which  would, 
with  looking  after  and  restocking,  be  well 
worth  renting  at  a  reasonable  sum  per  annum. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  had  a  fine  time  of  it  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings,  Dec.  26  and  27, 
upoii  which  occasion  the  club  held  their  ball  and 
concerts,  the  large  room  at  the  Chapel  Hotel,  Great 
Charles-street,  was  crowded  eaich  evening.  The 
arrangements  were  admirably  carried  out  by  the 
committee. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE)- 

A  severe  frost  ushered  in  the  New  Year,  and 
put  a  temporary  check  on  sport.  The  end  of  the 
previous  week,  however,  furnished  some  capital 
sport  amongst  both  roach  and  perch.  On  the  Stix- 
would  and  Bardney  lengths  of  the  Witham  several 
sportsmen  creeled  as  much  as  lolb.  to  201b.,  the 
Forty-foot  anglers  not  being  quite  so  successful. 
An  angler  who  visited  the  Dowsby  and  Dunsby 
Fen  waters  on  Dec.  27  killed  six  brace  of  perch 
with  the  worm,  the  heaviest  going  up  to  21b.  The 
waters  just  now  are  quite  favourable  for  pike  fishing. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  bulk  of  our  rods  have  been  to  Chester  and 
North  Wales  during  the  holidays,  but  with  only 
mediocre  results.  It  is  amusing  to  road  the  reports 
of  their  outings.  Two  clubs  go  to  one  resort,  one 
returns  elated  and  the  other  depressed,  and  a  second 
pair  go  to  another  water  and  experience  the  same, 
and  all  four  clubs  near  neighbours.  Something  in 
luck  after  all.  The  Bollin,  although  in  excellent 
order,  has  been  neglected  except  by  the  weather, 
which  was  wretched. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  weather  for  the  New  Year  holidays  was 
wretchedly  cold,  and  those  who  ventured  out  at 
Christmas  failed  to  repeat  their  successes.  Next 
week  club  meetings  will  be  resumed,  the  Moss  Side 
Socials  and  the  Salford  Socials  are  noted  for 
important  business.  There  is  a  imanimity  of  opinion 
here  that  the  club  room  swim  is  the  best  just  at 
present.  Anglers  are  anxious  for  the  elections  to 
be  over — the  peace  and  cjuiet  of  club  headquarters 
is  disturbed  by  arguments.  City  rods  who  went  to 
High  Lane  on  Jan.  1,  found  it  frozen,  and  at  one 
bridge  a  boat  was  wrecked. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  rains  have  fallen  since  the  despatch  of  my 
last  notes,  but  they  could  not  have  been  general,  or 
we  should  have  had  a  big  water  coming  down  the 
Trent.  Beyond  a  rise  of  six  or  seven  inches  the 
river  has  undergone  no  change,  the  water  hardly 
containing  any  colour.  '  The  weather,  dull, 
and  at  other  times  boisterous,  has  not 
favoured  angling  pursuits,  and  few  winter 
enthusiasts  appear  to  have  visited  the  various 
reaches.  Chub  have  shown  sport  to  greaves 
and  pith  and  brains  at  Averham,  Fiskorton,  Hazle- 
ford,  and  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  sundry  roach  have 
fallen  to  gentlers  and  bread  paste  on  the  Clifton  and 
Welford  stretch.  More  have  been  scoured  in  the 
lake  a/ljoining  the  river.  Pike  fishing  during 
the  holidays  was  extensively  followed,  but  the 
quarry  showed  little  disposition  to  accept  the 
live-bait,  which  wew  mainly  relied  upon  for 
sport.  A  brace  or  two  came  from  Shardlow,  and 
I  on  Hazleford  Island,  Mr.  Clay  caught  four,  includ- 
ing a  couple  weighing,  I  believe,  lOlb.    Members  of 


the  City  Piscatorial  Society  had  blank  outings  on 
their  preserves  at  Averham  Weirs,  Staythorpe,  and 
Farndon,  and  visitors  to  Weston  Cliff  fared  badly, 
the  fact  is  a  big  rise  is  required  to  improve  piking. 
The  various  backwaters  have  been  overdone,  and  a 
change  alone  will  better  the  outlook. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

'^Anglers  have  had  a  very  quiet  time  during  the 
hoUdays.  Not  many  have  been  abroad,  and  these 
had  little  to  show,  whilst  rodsters  who  confined 
their  sport  to  purely  local  waters  fared  little  better 
in  their  quest  of  small  fry.  The  weather  was  un- 
certain, and  the  condition  of  the  Trivers  not  less 
satisfactory.  A  few  anglers  returned  to  York 
and  Leeds  after  Christmas  Day  and  Boxing  Day 
fishing  with  some  nice  grayling,  .several  of  which 
were  of  good  size  and  weight.  A  score  taken 
to  Leeds  from  Tanfield  waters  weighed  7jlb.  Dis- 
ciples of  the  piscatorial  art  have  found  time  to 
discuss  a  number  of  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of 
anglers.  The  most  prominent  seems  to  have  been 
the  attitude  of  trout  and  grayling  fishers  regarding 
the  introduction  of  the  latter  fish  into  the  waters  of 
the  former.  Lovers  of  the  more  wily  fish  are 
jealously  watching  the  spawning  beds,  and  bitterly 
complain  of  the  depletion  which  goes  on  through 
the  devouring  agency  of  the  grayUng.  That  it 
should  have  been  remarked  by  champions  of  trout 
that  the  intruding  fish  afre  vermin,  which  should  at 
any  cost  be  exterminated,  has  aroused  the  sensitive- 
ness of  anglers  who  have  cultivated  grayling  fishing 
as  a  winter  pastime  and  derive  great  pleasure  from 
it. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  'Dec.  30  has  been  very 
stormy  and  wet,  and  all  waters  are  now  in  a  high 
state  of  flood.  By  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print 
spawning  will  be  at  an  end.  On  the  whole,  it  has 
been  a  satisfactory  one.  Sea  angling  has  been 
suspended  everywhere,  and  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  its  being  resumed  at  any  station. 
"  Spring  "  salmon  are  arriving  in  the  earlier  waters, 
all  of  which  are  in  a  condition  that  would  induce  the 
fish  to  come  up.  It  is  hoped  that  the  spring  angling 
will  show  an  improvement  on  many  waters  this 
year,  though  for  some  years  past  the  spring  fishing, 
generally  speaking,  has  been  on  the  decline.  The 
hatcheries  in  the  country  continue  to  do  satisfactory 
work. 

North  op  Ireland. 

The  Lennon,  co.  Donegal,  is  the  earliest  salmon 
river  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  opens  on  Feb.  L 
Practically  clean  salmon  are  in  it  the  year  round. 
Generally  speaking,  poaching  up  to  the  present  on 
the  northern  rivers  has  been  less  destructive  than 
in  recent  years.  It  seems  that  in  several  districts 
efforts  were  made  to  effectually  protect  the  more 
important  rivers  rather  than  dispersing  the  bailiffs 
over  a  larger  and  therefor©  only  partially  protected 
area.  The  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club,  Belfast, 
held  a  coarse  fishing  competition  at  Toome  on 
Boxing  Day,  when  a  fair  muster  of  members  was 
present. 


NEWS  OF  THE  FIRST  HATCH  OF 
TROUT  AND  SALMON  EGGS  IN 
AUSTRALIA. 


The  first  of  the  young  salmon  sent  to  Australia 
hatched  out  in  the  Government  breeding  ponds 
at  Redlands,  on  the  Derwent,  Tasmania,  on 
May  5,  1864  ;  and  we  may  therefore  congratulate 
ourselves,  and  our  cousins  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  at  another  stage  in  the  great  salmon  acclima- 
tisation experiment  having  been  safely  reached. 
By  the  last  intelligence  from  Redlands,  forty  trout 
and  nine  salmon  had  been  hatched  and  were  doing 
well,  and  as  Mr.  Ramsbottom  reports  that  about 
30,000  eggs  altogether  are  now  deposited  in  the 
same  beds,  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  at 
least  a  considerable  proportion  will  reach  maturity. 
The  trout  are  to  be  placed  in  the  North- West  Bay 
Rivulet,  so  as  to  give  the  salmon  a  better  chance  in 
the  Derwent  in  after  years. 

Of  the  Victoria  consigrunent  the  first  egg  hatched 
was  at  the  Ice  Company's  Establishment,  Franklyn- 
street,  on  May  7,  Tasmania  thus  beating  Victoria 
by  two  days. 

The  latest  details  are  given  in  the  following  letter 
received  by  Mr.  E.  Wilson  from  Dr.  Officer  : — "  New 
Norfolk,  May  II,  1864.  My  dear  Mr.  Wilson,— By 
our  last  out-going  mail,  I  reported  the  hatching  of 
the  first  trout  and  the  first  salmon  on  May  4  and  5. 
We  have  now  forty  trout  and  nine  salmon,  but  of 
the  latter  two  are  deformed,  and,  therefore,  not 
likely  to  survive  long.  The  first-born  salmon  is 
now  nine,  days  old,  and  is  quite  healthy  and  visibly 
grovm.    The  mortality  among  the  ova,  which  had 


been  about  100  per  diem  for  some  days,  has  very 
much  decreased  again,  and  for  the  last  two  days  has 
been  quite  trifling.  The  weather  and  temperature 
of  the  water  have  continued  favourable.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  Plenty  and  ponds  has  not  exceeded 
49  deg.,  nor  descended  below  46  deg.  This  equality 
is,  of  course,  highly  conducive  to  the  health  and 
progress  of  our  charge.  We  expected  to  have  seen 
more  salmon  by  this  time,  but  our  impatience  has 
outrim  probability  and  the  teachings  of  experience. 
The  authorities  tell  us  that  a  few  always  precede 
the  great  body  of  fish,  by  a  good  many  days,  and 
are  not  usually  so  vigorous  as  those  that  are 
hatched  at  a  later  period.  As  to  the  trout,  we 
may,  I  think,  regard  them  as  safe.  Only  one  out 
of  the  whole  number  hatched  has  died.  As  I 
looked  at  their  box  this  afternoon,  I  observed 
several  in  the  act  of  escaping  from  the  shell.  Mr. 
Ramsbottom's  attentions  are  indefatigable,  and,  I 
believe,  nothing  has  been  neglected  that  could 
ensure  success." — The  Yeoman,  etc.  (May  21,  1864). 

The  waters  into  which  the  smolt  will  finally 
descend  from  the  Derwent  are  nearly  in  corre- 
sponding latitudes  in  the  southern  hemisphere  to 
the  mouths  of  the  Rhone  in  the  northern,  and  as 
the  generally  received  opinion  is  that  there  are  no 
salmon  in  the  Mediterranean  the  question  naturally 
arises  as  to  whether  the  salmon  will  live  or  thrive 
in  its  new  sea  quarters.  On  this  point  the  following 
opinion  of  Mr.  Coste  commimicated  to  Mr.  Mackin- 
non  will  be  of  interest.  Mr.  Coste  said : — "  I 
admit  that  salmon  is  not  indigenous  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, but  I  can  affirm  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
character  of  its  waters  or  in  its  geographical  position 
on  the  globe  to  prevent  salmon  from  thriving  in  it. 
I  have  hitherto  been  occupied  in  stocking  the  rivers 
in  the  North  of  France  with  salmon,  and  so  have 
not  had  time  to  attend  much  to  the  Rhone  ;  but, 
from  a  small  number  of  smolts  I  had  placed  in  it 
three  or  four  years  before,  I  myself  have  seen  a 
fuU-grown  salmon  (171b.)  that  had  been  caught  in 
the  river  after  it  had  evidently  but  just  returned 
from  the  Mediterranean." — From  the  Fisherman's 
Magazine,  1864. 

[This  is  interesting,  but  have  salmon  been  planted 
successfully  in  any  rivers  running  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean ?— Ed.  F.0.'\ 


'^ofes  from  fi^e  ^oxib^. 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  me  from  Dufftown : — 
"  There  are  more  redds  on  the  Fiddoch  (a  leading 
tributary  of  the  Spey)  than  has  been  seen  for 
several  years  back.  Last  year  there  was  very  little 
water  at  the  right  time,  but  this  year  there  has 
been  abundance  all  through,  and  a  good  show  of 
both  salmon  and  sea-trout." 


No  laird  in  the  North  takes  a  greater  interest  in 
his  angling  waters  than.the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon.  His  father  was  most  generous  with  his 
benefactions  in  the  way  of  free  fishings,  and  the  son. 
has  wisely  taken  all  these  in  hand  and  overhauled 
them,  and  where  they  have  been  abused  lopped 
them  off  altogether. 

There  were  miles  on  the  Deveron  and  Spey  free, 
or  nominally  so,  but  the  way  the  freedom  was 
abused  by  all  and  sundry  made  them  worthless,  and 
especially  to  anglers  from  a  distance.  These  can 
mostly  still  be  fished  by  applying  to  the  estate 
office  beforehand,  and  already  they  are  beginning 
to  recover  imder  the  salutary  change. 


I  have  known  of  sackfuls  of  trout  and  salmon 
being  netted  in  the  Cabrach  in  October,  so  much  so 
that  my  surprise  was  that  there  was  a  single 
breeding  fish  left. 

Mr.  George  Bain,  of  the  Nairnshire  Telegraph, 
writes  us  concerning  the  salmon  fisheries  of  British 
Columbia.  He  has  just  returned  from  a  run 
through  there.  "  One  does  not  wonder  at  British 
Columbia  putting  all  its  strength  into  the  salmon 
fisheries  when  one  sees  the  wonderful  run  of  these 
fish.  This  was  the  year  of  the  big  run.  It  comes 
once  in  four  years.  I  saw  the  record  run  operated 
on  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eraser  river.  Each  boat 
had  400  large  salmon  that  day.  The  canneries 
could  not  take  them  all,  and  half  of  the  catch  had 
to  be  thrown  into  the  sea.*' 


Two  very  fine  sturgeon  were  on  the  scales  of  the 
Aberdeen  market  on  Wednesday  and  Thiu'sday  last 
(Dec.  27  and  28).  The  first  sold  for  £4  lOs.  and  the 
second  for  £7. 


Salmon  (Scotch)  will  not  bo  on  the  market  till 
Feb.  1,  when  the  Tay  netting  stations  commence 
operations.  The  bulk  of  the  other  Scotch  stations 
do  not  open  till  Feb.  IL         ^  Sfboiai.  ^cotob. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Jantjart  6,  1906 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 


IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Metdciil  JCjratni nafinu  rcqiiiml. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

y.  .1.  LEE-Ki\!lTH,  Mdiiriyinn  Dinrlm; 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  conflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  bo  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger iu  (luestion  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  he  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  eo  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaianteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insvn  ance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  t)  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


Signed- 


Addre>^x  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limitefl , 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Stibscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place; 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  puriwse  of  Registration. 


CI- 3EI 90- X.  Zl  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T 
PICKEBSQILL,  U,  ilarket  Place,  Eelgbley 
York. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Honses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture 
Forthoomlng  Sales   and  Results  of 
Bales  reoorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  ISs. 
Chief  Office  : 
6.  ST.  BRIDB  STREET.  LONDON.  B.C. 


THE  TEST  VALLEY  FISHERY 

Send  for  PRICE  LIST  of  Yearling  and 
Two  -  year  -  old   Brown    and  Rainbow 
TROUT,  &c,— Apply, 

T.  EDWARDS,  Lower  Brook,  Stockbridge, 
Hants. 


ANGLERS'  FAVORITE  DRESSING. 

WLJ  %#  Prepared  from  Oil  used 
"  ■  w  ■  iiy  Curriers  throughout 
the  World,  combined  with  other  active 
water  and  damp-resi^tlng  ingredients. 
Producing  an  excellent  Dressing  for 
Fishing  Boots.  Of  Bootmakers  ;  Spiers  & 
Pond,  6d.  &  i  /-.    Samples,  8d. 

10,  lUSlNfinAI.I,  STIiEF.T,  E.C. 


SALMON  FISHING. 


A  ROD  TO  r^ET 

on  the  Wye,  near  Ross,  Herefordshire, 
from  Feb.  2  to  Oot.  15.  Devon  Minnow 
and  Fly.  Bank  and  Boat.— Write,  "  Y  P  ", 
c/o  Stubkt.s,  30,  Cornhill,  London,  E.C. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLI^,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 
RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FR15RES,  30,  Qua!  du 
Louvro,  PARIS. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Pregident—Srs.  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BART. 

Sednced  Farei  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Ueetinos  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— WKD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Sborbtaky. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.),  including 
the  Haretield  fishery.  Re-stocked  in  1904  witli 
3,000  fish,  recently  with  2,800  more.  Country 
Headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield  (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).  Meetings  each  Wed- 
nesday, at  9  p.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 

THEATRES. 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collins. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  F.  C.  Burnand,  .T.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter  Passmore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  .Johnnie  Danvers,  Arthur  Con- 
quest, Queenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 


HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBirRY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brough,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Produced  by  Mr. 
George  Edwardes. — Seats  can  be  booked  for- 
ward till  Easter.— EVERY  EVENING,  at  8.30. 
Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30.  THE  LITTLE 
MICHUS.  JlUe.  Adeline  Genee  ;  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  Louis  Bradlield,  Fred  Emney,  James 
Blakeley,  Willie  Warde,  and  George  Graves ; 
Misses  Adrienne  Augarde,  Amy  Augarde,  and 
Denise  Orme.    Matinees  and  Evenings. 

GAIETY  THEATRE.— Manager,  Mr. 
George  Edwardes.— TO-NIGHT,and  EVERY' 
EVENING,  at  8  (doors  open  7.40),  a  new  Musical 
Play,  entitled,  "THE  SPRING  CHICKEN." 
Box  Office  open  from  10  till  10.  Matinee,  Satur- 
day Next,  at  2.0.   Doors  open  1.40. 


The  Celebrated 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 

Delicious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  Cheese. 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  many  other  Journals. 

8  lb.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Sole  Makers:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO..  Ltd., 
DOUGI.AS,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


TRANSPARENT 
ENVELOPES 

:  FOR  : 

FISH  HOOKS, 
GUT  CASTS, 


SEND  FOR 
SAMPLES  &  PRICES. 


&c. 


./  Geo.  Owen,  Florence  st., 
^  TEL.  1981.  BIRMINGHAM. 


Siirplns  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

CREATLYREDUCED  PRICES 

The  JANUARY  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


IIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  WIMBLEDON  PAKE  STATION. 

Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Rods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othei' 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FORBIQN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   tana  Cornhil'  Loodon 

A  B  DRBS 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  Yobk,  U.S.A. 


React  rrinia. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  •nvelopt 

and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addresa 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  tor  31.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  maBniflcenoe,  cheap- 
ness, and  killii]g  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  Oeneral  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JTol&n  mriilte  Ac  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  ManufacturerSi 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


A    NEW    YEAR  PRESENT. 

GRAY'S  PATENT 
ENAMEL  FLY  CASE. 

Hooks  easily  inserted  and  removed ;  no  rust, 
and  will  not  shake  loose.  Price  3/9,  and  smaller 
with  division  and  glass,  1/6.  Send  your  own 
case  and  1/-  for  alteration  to 

HYDE  END  FISHERIES,  Brimpton,  Berks. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
President :  II.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  25,  at  8. 

BRAHMS'  REQUIEM 

AND 

MENDELSSOHN'S 

HYMN  OF  PRAISE 

MADAME  SOBRINO. 
MISS  EDITH  PATCHING. 

MR.  JOHN  CO  AXES. 
MR.   FRANCIS  HARFORD. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 


Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  BALPocr. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
.Stalls,  78.  Gd.  ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Boxes,  £1  llx.  M. 
to  £3  3s.    Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5«, 
ITnreserved   (rows   5   to  8),    is.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE   SHILLING.      Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


THE 

Indian  Sportlna  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 

BEST  PRINTED  SPORTINC  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throdohodt  India,  Ceylon, 
burmah,  and  assam. 

The  Only  Blostrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  Eaat. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  5d. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  TlUES  or  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  Whitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


15th  TEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFAGTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  In 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(IBth  TEAR), 
which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  Important, 
and  the  most  widely  oiroulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

Le  Pecheur." 

OfPce :  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVEBTISI  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Chcurges  very  moderate. 
Addreic  King  5treet,  Altretoa. 


1' 


January  6,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Associations,  efc. 


Blenheim  Angung  Societt. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  on  Dee.  27.  Two 
nominations  for  membership  were  put  forward,  and 
a  few  matters  of  business  were  transacted.  The 
most  recent  angling  results  show  that  Mr.  Metz 
secured  forty-two  jack  in  two  days'  fishing  from  the 
River  Ivel,  just  before  the  Christmas  holidays,  best 
about  5!b.,  the  majority  31b.  to  41b.  During  the 
holidays,  Mr.  T.  Adams  had  two  fair-sized  perch, 
also  jack,  and  Mr.  Sage,  jack,  from  the  Harefield 
section  of  the  society's  fishery.  Mr.  Creigh  and 
friend  had  jack  from  Harefield  Broadwater  (Ux- 
bridge  section),  where  also  Mr.  Nicholas  has  taken 
several,  best  about  61b.  Last  week  Mr.  Barnes  had 
a  chub,  21b.,  and  a  few  roach  (best,  1  lb.  2oz.),  from 
a  certain  part  of  the  Colne.  The  roach  have  refused 
to  feed  recently  at  Harefield,  the  water  being  very 
clear,  and  very  little  stream  running.  There  will 
be  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Jan.  9.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  year — and  a  well- 
attended  one — was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday 
last,  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  presiding.  There  was  a 
nice  show  of  fish  and  many  fishing  reports,  some 
quite  unsuccessful.  However,  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  had 
a  fine  tray  of  nice  chub  from  Shiplake,  up  to 
31b.  2oz.  ;  Messrs.  Ernest  Orpin  and  H.  G.  Lee  had 
a  good  take  of  chub  at  Datchet,  some  thirty-two 
up  to  31b.  or  more,  the  smaller  fish  being  returned  ; 
Mr.  A.  E.  Walton  took  good  fish  at  Richmond, 
including  roach  of  1  lb.  9|oz.,  being  also  successful 
at  Datchet ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  had  dabs  at  Southend  ; 
and  Mr.  Vincent,  at  Leigh,  flounders  up  to  2Jlb. 
A  gentleman  was  nominated  for  membership ; 
ballot,  Jan.  16.  The  event  of  the  evening  was  the 
reading  by  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  of  a  capital  paper  in  which 
were  humorously  contrasted  the  respective  delights 
of  the  fresh  water  and  the  sea  angler.  Needless 
to  say,  the  subject  treated  by  Mr.  Gilbert  in  his 
most  naive  and  charming  way  proved  exceedingly 
entertaining,  and  the  paper  was  much  applauded, 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  and  appreciation — after 
pleasant  discussion — being  passed  to  the  author  at 
the  close.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  following  announcements  were  made 
respecting  competitions,  etc.,  under  usual  C.L.P.S. 
conditions  : — Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez's  pike  cup  to  be 
awarded  for  best  English  river  pike  over  61b.  from 
Jan.  2  to  March  15.  Competition  on  Tuesday  next 
(Jan.  9)  for  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  medal  to  be 
awarded  in  each  class  for  best  three  fish.  Mr. 
Gilbert's  prize  of  a  valuable  oil  painting  is  also 
open  to  be  won  by  captor  of  best  three  roach  taken 
at  the  society's  Wraysbury  water  on  any  Tuesday 
up  to  end  of  season. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gkesham  Angling  Society. 

Some  capital  fishing  reports  were  handed  in  at 
theGresham  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  among  which 
may  he  mentioned  seven  score  codling,  pout,  and 
flatfish,  together  with  a  small  conger,  taken  by  Mr. 
C.  F.  F.  Buckingham;  and  a  capital  catch  of  jack, 
aggregating  over  a  hundredweight — a  very  level 
take,  none  of  the  fish  running  very  large,  but  all 
being  well  over  the  Gresham  limit.  All,  except 
eight  fish,  weighing  over  501b.,  were  returned  to  the 
water.  Mr.  Zerfass  and  Dr.  Spencer  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  commencing  the  new  year  so  aus- 
piciously, from  a  piscatorial  point  of  view. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  was  the  occupant  of  the  chair  on 
Jan.  3.  The  sudden  change  from  ideal  wintry  con- 
ditions to  dull  skies,  damp,  and  mud,  has  proved 
anything  but  pleasant  to  the  members  who  have 
visited  the  river-side  this  week.  At  this  season  of 
the  year,  when  "  general "  fishing  is  at  its  best,  the 
list  of  specimen  fi.sh  Ls  continually  being  added  to, 
and  no  less  than  eleven  medal  fish  have  already 
been  recorded  this  season,  notwithstanding  the  high- 
c1ei8S  specimen  which  is  necessary  to  obtain  this 
coveted  honour.  The  contest  for  the  society's 
fourth  challenge  cup  continues  keen  ;  Mr.  Rayner 
h£ia  for  the  nonce  assumed  the  premier  place  with 
13J  points  to  his  credit,  whilst  Mr.  Westrup  is  close 
on  his  heels  with  only  half  a  point  less.  The  final 
match  which  decides  the  champion-ship  of  the  club 
for  this  season  will  be  fished  at  the  club  water  at 
Barford,  on  Jan.  21,  between  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Green- 
hill  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  and  members  who  wish 
to  spend  the  week-end  on  the  scene  are  advised  to 
m'ake  early  arrangements,  as  the  fixture  is  certain 
t<j  be  a  popular  one.  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  has 
taken  191b.  of  roach  and  a  pike  of  71b.  2oz.  from 
the  Thames.  Mr.  Attwood  captured  a  pike  of  4^lb. 
and  others  returned.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  one  of 
61b.  ll|oz,  and  smaller  onea  returned, — Hon.  Sec. 


HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

r  Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  Jan.  2.  A  letter  was 
received  from  our  hon.  sec,  Mr.  C.  H.  Martin,  stating 
that  he  was  recovering  from  a  serious  illness,  and  a 
vote  of  sympathy  was  passed  by  the  members 
present.  Mr.  W.  Stokes  weighed  iin  431b.  l{oz.  of 
jack  and  perch  (largest  jack,  81b.  4oz.) ;  Mr.  A.  Hill, 
roach  and  perch.  The  next  concert  takes  place  on 
Jan.  16. — 0.  S.  G.  (Sec,  pro  tern).  < 

"  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Horace  Brown  (president)  took  the  chair  at 
Monday's  meeting,  but  many  members  were  hardly 
back  from  holiday  making,  so  that  angling  ex- 
periences were  almost  at  a  discount.  The  chair- 
man had  paid  one  or  two  visits  to  the  Itclien  and 
found  the  weather  perfect  for  grayling,  but  from 
some  unaccountable  cause  they  declined  to  be 
allured  in  any  numbers,  though  Mr.  Brown  secured 
some  exceedingly  nice  fish.  At  Hungerford,  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  killed  a  brace  of  grayling,  and  reported 
that  the  new  lessees  of  the  water  are  making 
strenuous  efforts  in  many  ways  to  improve  it  and 
make  it  a  splendid,  well-stocked  fishery.  The 
question  which  was  on  the  tapis  some  few  months 
ago,  as  to  all  Hungerford  being  entitled  to  fish 
under  the  grant  of  John  o'  Gaunt  over  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  appears  to  have  dropped. 
Custom  apparently  has  decided  that  the  com- 
moners (and  they  alone),  who  have  hitherto  enjoyed 
the  fishing  and  other  rights,  can  only  angle  in  the 
town  preserve.  The  season  ticket  for  the  Hunger- 
ford water  is  the  same  as  before,  ten  guineas  a  rod, 
but  the  new  proprietors  have  another  fishery,  the 
"  Crowood,"  five  miles  from  Hungerford,  which  is 
available  with  the  Hungerford  water  for  season 
ticket-holders  paying  fifteen  guineas  per  annum. 
The  "  Crowood"  fishery  contains  rainbows,  and  on 
this  account  it  is  possible  that  an  extra  month  or 
two  will  be  allowed  after  September  to  members  on 
this  particular  water.  Sunday  fishing  is  also  per- 
missible. On  the  Hungerford  water  proper,  day, 
weekly,  and  monthly  tickets  will  be  issued  as 
previously  after  June  30.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  society  is  fixed  for  Monday,  Jan.  29,  at  8  p.m. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


SUTTON'S  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  twenty-sixth  annual  meeting  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  was  held  recently  in  the  firm's  reading 
room,  Mr.  Leonard  G.  'Sutton  presiding  over  a 
good  muster  of  members.  After  the  minutes  and 
balance-sheet  had  been  read  and  adopted,  the 
President  (Mr.  Martin  J.  Sutton,  J.P.)  and  Vice- 
Presidents  (Messrs.  A.  W.,  L.  G.,  and  M.  H.  F. 
Sutton)  were  unanimously  re-elected,  and  accorded 
a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  their  very  generous 
support  to  the  club.  At  this  stage  Mr.  R.  Bowsher, 
who  has  been  honorary  secretary  for  seventeen 
years,  rose  and  said  he  was  sorry  he  felt  compelled 
to  resign  office.  This  was  received  with  regret  by 
one  and  all,  for  he  has  worked  very  hard  indeed  for 
the  welfare  of  the  club. 

The  chairman  expressed  his  great  pleasure  at 
being  present  to  personally  thank  the  retiring 
honorary  secretary  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  partners 
and  the  members  of  the  association  for  the  very 
efficient  way  in  which  he  (Mr.  Bowsher)  had  carried 
out  his  duties.  Mr.  Bowsher  having  replied,  it  was 
proposed  and  carried  unanimously  that  Mr.  W.  H. 
Stacey  should  be  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
he  replied,  thanking  the  members  for  the  honour 
in  electing  him  to  fill  the  vacancy.  After  the 
committee — consisting  of  the  following,  Messrs.  W. 
J.  Brown,  F.  J.  Plumer,  W.  W.  Albury,  W.  T. 
Bartholomew,  R.  Bowsher,  H.  Belcher,  C.  W. 
Go.seltine,  A.  Jacobs  and  S.  Warrilow — had  been 
elected  by  ballot,  and  the  prize  list  for  1906  and 
rules  passed,  the  chairman  said  he  regretted  having 
to  leave  them,  and  kindly  asked  Mr.  Bowsher  to 
take  his  place  and  present  the  large  display  of 
prizes,  to  the  value  of  over  £20,  between  twenty-six 
successful  anglers.  Mr.  Stacey,  on  behalf  of  the 
prize-winners,  tendered  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  and  his  partners  for  the  very  great 
financial  support  received  from  them,  to  which  he 
(Mr.  Sutton)  replied,  saying  it  was  a  pleasure  for 
them  to  do  what  they  could  for  the  benefit  and 
pleasure  of  their  employes. 

Although  the  summer  has  not  been  very  favour- 
able for  good  sport,  the  association  has  done  fairly 
well  in  .  most  classes,  Mr.|  Goseltine  f  getting  the 
largest  fish,  a  pike,  71b.  2oz.,  luckily  on  the  last 
day  of  the  club's  season — Oct.  31.  Perch  were 
represented  by  fish  ,  of  lib.  lljoz.,  lib.  6Joz., 
1  lb.  6^oz.,  and  others,  the  first  prize  being  won  by 
Mr.  A.  Potts.  One  barbel  of  5:J-lb.  was  taken  in  the 
Kennet  by  Mr.',U.  Cooper,  and  an  eel  was  caught  by 
Mr.  G.  Taylor  weighing  21b.  IJoz.  The  chub  were 
represented  by  entries  of  21b.  13Joz.,  taken  by 
Mr.  H.  Belcher,  on  roach  pole,  two  fish  21b.  lljoz.. 


and  half  a  dozen  others  well  over  the  pound.  The 
roach,  as  usual,  provided  the  keenest  competition, 
but  it  was  not  so  good  this  season  as  the  last  one, 
when  thirty-seven  J  fish  were  entered,  giving  an 
average  of  1  lb.  loz.,  against  twenty-six  fish  this 
season  with  an  average  of  :15oz.  In  this  class,  W. 
H.  Stacey  had  four  weighing  41b.  6Joz.,  C.  Cooper 
and  W.  R.  Smith  four  each,  weighing  41b.  2^z. 
There  were  twenty-six  prize-winners. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Novice. — Get  a  copy  of  Mr.  P.  L.  Haslope's 
recently  published  work,  "Practical  Sea-Fishing," 
a  handbook  for  sea  anglers.  Jt  is  well  illustrated, 
and  is  publislied  by  Mr.  Upcott  Gill,  at  the  Bazaar 
Office,  Drury-lane. 


Xettevs  to  the  Bbitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


CAN  GREY  MULLET  BE  CAUGHT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  Sir  John  Rogers 
asks  the  above  question,  and,  although  the  editorial 
note  answers  the  question  somewhat  fully  in  the 
affirmative,  I  beg  to  add  a  few  remarks  as  a  sea 
angler,  and  one  who  devotes  his  holidays  and  spare 
time  to  angling  for  this  game  and  sportive  fish. 
Many  years  ago  I  happened  to  be  staying  at  South- 
ampton, and  being  an  ardent  angler,  I  inquired  on 
the  pier  and  at  the  docks  as  to  the  best  places  to 
get  fishing.  I  happened  to  fall  in  with  a  brother 
of  the  rod,  and  much  to  my  delight  learnt  that 
Southampton  was  a  splendid  fishing  place  for  grey 
mullet,  the  bait  used  being  ragworm,  on  a  pater- 
noster. The  next  morning  at  5.30  I  had  my  first 
try.  Result,  seven  splendid  fish  weighing  101b. 
This  answers  positively  the  question  asked  by  your 
esteemed  correspondent.  Since  that  time  t  liave 
caught  thousands  by  the  same  method.  The  best 
places  I  have  found  round  our  coast  are  as  follows  : 
Weymouth  and  Portland,  Southampton,  Exmouth 
and  Plymouth,  although  no  doubt  many  of  your 
readers  may  not  judge  these  places  the  best  in  the 
kingdom.  I  am  speaking  from  twelve  years'  experi- 
ence round  our  coast.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  any 
information  on  the  subject  that  I  have  acquired 
to  any  of  your  readers, — Remaining  yours  frater- 
nally, J.  Davis. 

23,  Berkeley-road, 

South  Tottenham. 

  rr  I 

CAN  GREY  MULLET  BE  CAUGHT? 

Dear  Sir, —  Your  correspondent,  J.  Rogers, 
Cairo,  should  be  here  now,  where  we  are  catching 
these  fish  in  any  number,  but  I  cannot  say  how 
long  it  will  last,  for  they  may  have  stopped  biting 
while  I  am  writing.  We  have  been  ha^'ing  four 
and  five  dozen  a  rod,  and  good-sized  fish,  some 
over  21b.  weight.  We  find  the  best  bait  is  the 
inside  of  a  shrimp,  though  sometimes  the  ragworm 
takes  better,  or  bread  mixed  up  with  some  tasty 
stuff,  such  as  bloater  paste  or  shrimp  paste.  As 
mullet  suck  their  food,  we  find  that  just  enough 
worm  to  cover  the  hook  is  best.  We  get  shoals  of 
millions  of  these  fish,  and  sometimes,  thovigh  we  can 
see  them  playing  with  the  bait,  nothing  will  tempt 
them  to  bite.  I  have  taken  them  sometimes  with 
garden  worms,  the  small  red  ones.  Small  strips  of 
bullock's  lights  have  been  known  to  take  them. 
But  if  they  are  not  feeding  nothing  on  earth  or 
elsewhere  will  tempt  them  to  take.  We  use  a  fine 
gut  paternosoer  2yds.  long,  with  six  or  eight  hooks 
to  short  gut  fastened  at  the  knots,  with  a  pipe  lead 
at  the  bottom  and  a  larger  hook  with  long  gut, 
for  a  chance  bigger  fish  or  pollack. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heardeb. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

PRODUCING  FIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  30  on  a  sportsman's  way  of 
providing  fire,  I  am  reminded  that  even  if  no  gun 
was  at  hand  this  could  be  obtained.  In  the  interior 
of  India,  when  breech-loaders  had  not  yet  become 
fashionable,  I  have  been  asked  by  Bheels  and 
others  for  a  pinch  of  gunpowder  from  my  flask  for 
the  purpose.  Once  when  this  happened  in  a  dry 
river  bed,  the  powder,  being  wrapped  tightly  in  "a 
rag  torn  from  the  corner  of  an  old  waistcloth,  was 
placed  on  a  stone  and  struck  hard  with  another, 
producing  an  explosion  and  fire  at  the  first  attempt, 
more  from  compression  probably  than  the  produc- 
tion of  a  spark.  On  trying  to  do  it  myself  I  found 
it  easier  to  accomplish  with  a  hammer. 

In  another  part  of  India  I  have  seen  fire  obtained 
by  friction     A  dry  fragment  of  bamboo  was 
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picked  up,  and  as  dry  a  switch  or  tliin  stick,  the 
straightest  to  be  got — say,  2jft.  long  or  less — was 
rudely  pointed  at  its  thicker  end,  then  two  natives 
squatted  on  the  ground  with  the  apparatus  between 
them,  and  resting  the  point  in  a  little  pit  scooped 
in  the  concave  side  of  the  bamboo  splinter,  gave  the 
stick  a  rapid  alternate  rotary  motion  between  their 
flatly  open  hands  pressed  together  and  also 
downwards,  so  that  while  the  hands  of  one  descend- 
ing had  reached  the  lower  part,  those  of  the  other 
following  kept  the  motion  continuous  for  some  few 
minutes.  At  the  point  of  contact  the  wood  became 
first  powdered  by  tho  friction,  then  charred,  and 
eventually  kindled,  when  being  carefully  nursed  in 
fine  dry  grass  and  blown  into  a  flame  a  fire  was 
soon  produced. 

I  have  also  seen  fire  obtained  in  another  way 
said  to  be  common  in  Burma.  A  tube  of  a  few 
inches  in  length  was  formed,  with  one  end  closed, 
from  tho  internode  of  a  bamboo  little  thicker  than 
one's  thumb,  and  a  longer  piston  made  from  a 
smaller  joint  of  this  plant  by  wrapping  a  rag  or 
some  cotton  tightly  round  it  near  the  end.  In  a 
little  notch  at  the  end  was  placed  a  scrap  of  tinder, 
and  the  piston  was  driven  into  the  tube  and  with- 
drawn more  rapidly  than  I  could  often  accomplish, 
but  when  done  successfully  the  tinder  was  found 
alight,  and  .the  rest  was  easy. 

Given  the  tinder  or  the  powder,  one  man  could 
get  a  fire  by  either  method  of  two  mentioned,  but 
it  took  two  to  make  it  by  the  third  in  dry  regions, 
where  I  have  seen  an  accidental  spark  from  a  pipe 
set  the  countryside  ablaze. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


RECORD  FRESH-WATER  FISH. 

De.AlB  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  article  on 
"  Record  Fresh-water  Fish  "  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  30, 
I  fancy  that  tho  rod  and  line  record  for  Thames 
trout  is,  or  was,  held  by  a  Reading  fisherman  with 
a  fish  weighing,  I  think,  IClb.  I4oz.,  caught  in  the 
early  eighties  with  live-bait  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kennet,  and  presented  to  her  late  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria  at  Windsor  Castle.  The  capture  was,  I 
believe,  vouched  for,  and  recorded  in  the  Field. 

I  think  I  can  also  remember  seeing  in  the  first 
exhibition  of  stuffed  fish  at  the  Aquarium,  in  1902, 
a  brown  trout  weighing  something  like  3G11).,  caught 
with  a  spoon  bait  at  the  infall  of  the  Rhone  into 
tlie  Lake  of  Geneva — possibly  you  did  not  intfind  to 
include  any  foreign  records  in  your  article. — Yours 
truly,  Herbert  T.  M.  Howes. 

[The  list  was  not  intended  to  be  complete,  of 
course,  or  it  would  have  included  some  of  Mr.  M.  R. 
L.  White's  fine  trout  and  pike,  and  Mr.  David  Pine's 
351b.  pike,  his  9-|lb.  bream,  and  his  61b.  tench, 
4Jlb.  perch,  etc. — Ed.] 


RESTOCKING  THE  THAMES. 
Dear  Sib, — It  is,  I  think,  generally  admitted 
that  the  fishing  in  our  public  waters,  more  especially 
in  our  fine  old  River  Thames,  has  very  seriously 
depreciated  during  the  last  few  years,  and  continues 
to  steadily  get  worse.  In  the  lower  Thames  prac- 
tically no  restocking  takes  place,  and  I  think  I  am 
expressing  the  opinion  of  all  the  "  old  hands  "  when 
I  say  that  the  fishing  in  that  part  of  the  river  is 
now  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  seems  almost  a  waste 
of  time  to  try  and  get  fish  :  a  good  bag  is  certainly 
a  rarity. 

Is  it  not  possible  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  ? 
In  1896  Mr.  Amphlett  formed  a  "  Lower  Thames 
Restocking  Association,"  but  I  understand  this 
failed  after  a  few  years  on  account  of  lack  of  support. 
I  should  think  that  at  the  present  time,  when  the 
sport  is  so  much  more  popular,  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  association 
for  restocking  the  river,  say,  from  Shepperton  to 
Twickenham.  If  a  society  of  this  kind  can  be 
worked  successfully  at  Henley,  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  should  be  more  easy  to  accomplish  on  the 
stretch  of  the  river  above  mentioned,  considering 
that  practically  all  our  London  anglers  fish  the 
lower  Thames. 

I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  publish 
this  letter  in  order  to  ascertain  the  views  of  other 
anglers  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Gaskell. 

CHAMOIS  LEATHER  AS  A  PRESERVATIVE 
OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sie,^ — It  is  disconcerting  to  find  an 
accepted  article  of  faith  controverted  in  so  final  a 
manner  as  that  in  which  Col.  R.  F.  Meysey-Thomp 
son,  in  his  "  Fishing  Catechism,"  condemns  the  use 
of  chamois  leather  as  a  preservative  receptacle  for 
gut.  For  years  tho  fishing  tackle  makers  have  been 
impressing  on  us  that  "there  is  nothing  like 
leather  " — chamois  leather — for  keeping  gut  in  good 
condition  from  one  season  to  another.  They  tel| 
US  that  there  is  some  kind  of  natural  grease  in  th 


skin  which  acts  on  gut  with  remarkable  preserva- 
tive effects,  and  they  have  provided  us  with  neat 
and  serviceable  cases  composed  of  chamois  skin 
designed  expressly  for  storing  our  casts.  Then 
comes  Col.  Meysey-Thompson  (an  indubitable 
expert)  with  this  heterodoxy  : — 

"  New  chamois  leather  is  very  pernicious  ;  some- 
thing in  its  preparation  so  affects  the  gut  that 
though  it  may  appear  perfectly  sound  and  good  if 
tested  when  still  dry  or  when  it  has  been  soaked 
for  a  few  minutes  only,  yet  after  it  has  been 
immersed  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  gut  will  be 
found  to  have  become  almost  rotten." 

Now,  Sir,  the  preservation  of  gut  is  a  matter  of 
some  concern  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  renew 
entirely  their  stock  every  year,  and  the  users  of 
chamois  would,  I  am  sure,  welcome  an  authoritative 
pronouncement  on  the  question. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  what  is  sold 
as  "  chamois  leather "  is  usually  nothing  of  tho 
kind.  Various  kinds  of  cheaper  skins  masquerade 
under  the  name,  or  are  sold  under  the  non-committal 
name  of  "wash-leather."  Real  chamois  skin  is,  I 
am  informed,  four  or  five  times  tho  price  of  ordinary 
wash-leather.  If  the  preservative  virtue  is  in  the 
real  chamois,  doubtless  anglers  will  be  willing  to 
pay  for  it ;  but  all  one's  ideas  of  thrift  are  opposed  to 
buying  an  article  which  has  the  very  opposite  effect 
of  that  claimed  for  it. — Yours  truly.  Padrone. 


PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  GLASGOW. 

Dear  Sib, — I  will  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  can  inform  me  of  good  pike  fishing 
to  be  had  within  a  reas<mablo  distance  of  Glasgow, 
and  if  the  winter  montlis  are  suitable  for  same. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

Haco. 

AN  EEL-TRAP  SUITABLE  FOR  A  SMALL 
RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  years  ago  I  got  a  tramping 
basket-maker  to  make  me  a  couple  of  eel-traps  out 
of  willows,  more  properly  osiers.  In  short,  copies, 
as  far  as  I  can  remember,  of  the  well-known  eel 
pot,"  which  is  a  long  round  basket 'with  a  funnel- 
shaped  mouth  like  that  of  a  wire  mouse-trap.  The 
eels,  of  course,  were  tempted  in  by  the  smell  of  the 
offal  with  which  the  trap  was  baited,  and  were 
unable  to  get  out  again,  but  unless  Mr.  W.  S. 
Summers  has  a  fair  knowledge  of  wicker  working,  I 
should  not  advise  him  to  attempt  to  manufacture 
his  own  traps.  He  will  buy  them  far  cheaper  than 
he  can  make  them.  A  few  years  ago  I  tried  one 
of  Alfred  Clifford's  patent  eel-traps,  and  found  it 
to  answer  well  in  my  water,  till  I  unfortunately 
lost  it  in  a  heavy  flood.  These  traps  are  made  of 
galvanised  wire,  and  the  three-foot  size  at  a  cost  of 
about  10s.  is  well  suited  for  small  rivers  and  streams 
— Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 

AN  EEL-TRAP  FOR  A  SMALL  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
W.  S.  Summers,  he  should  get  some  small  galvanised 
wire  netting,  about  fin.  or  -Jin.  mesh,  and  20in. 
wide,  and  make  three  wire  hoops  of  stout  wire, 
say,  about  12in.  diameter,  attach  four  spreaders 
at  equal  distance  round  the  diameter  ;  this  makes 
the  framework.  Then  cut  off  enough  wire  netting 
to  wrap  roimd  the  frame,  and  lace  it  up  with  the 
tinned  wire  that  they  sell  for  doing  up  flowers 
For  the  ends  cut  out  two  pieces  the  shape  of  a 
funnel,  but  not  too  deep  ;  these  can  be  fastened 
to  two  more  rings  and  tied  on  at  each  end  of  the 
trap,  making  an  entrance  at  both  ends.  The  bait 
can  be  slung  in  the  centre.  Traps  like  this  can  be 
made  for  about  5s.  6d.,  and  are  very  effective- 
— Yours  truly,  William  Heabder 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


WHY  DO  NOT  FISH  FEED  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  roach,  perch,  tench,  and  eels 
are  dead  off,  and  have  been  for  two  months.  You 
cannot  get  one  with  worm,  maggot,  paste,  creed 
wheat,  or  breadcrust.  We  have  had  excellent  sport 
during  the  summer  and  autumn,  but  now  that  we 
want  to  catch  roach  for  pike  bait,  we  cannot,  nor 
have  we  been  able  to  get  one  for  two  months 
This  applies  to  some  enclosed  water,  ten  acres  in 
extent,  very  weedy,  but  swarming  with  the  above 
fish,  as  we  have  seen  during  the  year.  It  also 
contains  a  lot  of  fine  pike,  and  we  are  now  busy 
with  them,  having  grassed  fish  16ilb.,  1 8^ lb.,  and 
201b.,  and  had  hold  of  others  (of  course)  very  much 
larger.  I  notice  in  the  reports  of  contributors  to 
your  valuable  paper  that  elsewhere  good  sport  is 
being  had  with  roach  and  perch  ;  is  it  in  running 
water  only  that  they  feed  at  this  time  of  the  year  ? 
—Yours  truly,  B.  M.  S. 
^Hull,  Dec.  19,  1905.  ~'  


PERPLEXED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  some 
benevolent  reader  woijld  help  me  in  my  perplexity. 
I  am  going  to  be  married  in  April,  and  as  my  fiancfc 
and  I  are  very  keen  on  fishing,  we  have  almost 
decided  to  go  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Killarney 
for  our  honeymoon.  Would  somebody  be  kind 
enough  to  say  what  chance  there  is  of  killing  a 
salmon  at  that  time  of  the  year,  and  if  the  trouting 
is  good  ?  We  might  be  inclined  to  wander  a  little 
elsewhere,  if  somebody  would  kindly  suggest  a 
likely  spot. — Yours  truly,  March  Brown. 

[Killarney  is  lovely  for  honeymoons,  but  not 
much  accoimt  for  fishing.  I  think  that  Mr.  John 
Enright,  of  Castleconnell,  might  bo  able  to  get 
"  March  Brown  "  some  good  trout  fishing  and  the 
chance  of  a  salmon, — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  CHATHAM. 

De.^^r  Sib, — It  your  correspondent,  Henry  W. 
Bailey,  will  either  communicate  with  me  or  call 
and  see  me  any  time  between  8  a.m.  and  9  p.m.,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  give  him  any  information  he  may 
require. — Yours  truly,  Ernest  Catt. 

1,  Paget-street,  GiUingham,  Kent. 


KEEPING  ARTIFICIAL  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  may  have  already  mentioned  a  plan 
for  carrying  and  keeping  trout  flies  in  a  box,  when 
attached  to  gut  links,  a  plan  by  which  they  can  be 
conveniently  kept  without  being  crushed  or  en- 
tangled. It  is  thus  :  Put  up  a  dozen  or  so  together 
in  groups,  both  droppers  and  those  with  longer 
links,  doubled,  and  wind  their  links  into  open 
cylindrical  low-pitched  spirals  about  Sin.  in  length 
by  Jin.  diameter.  Strips  of  celluloid,  as  thick  as 
stout  postcards  and  a  sixth  of  an  inch  wide,  make 
these  spirals  well,  and  the  flies  can  be  carried  in  any 
box,  and  easily  got  at  or  selected.  I  made  some  of 
a  little  celluloid  I  happened  to  have  by,  rolling  it 
round  a  thick  knitting-needle  to  form  such  spirals 
with  some  force.  These  retained  the  form  and  acted 
so  well  that  I  asked  Messrs.  AUcock  to  get  me  a  few 
dozen  of  them  made.  They  tried  to  do  so,  but  at 
length  informed  me  that  their  agent's  efforts  in 
various  directions  had  entirely  failed. 

This,  and  similar  experiences,  make  one  fancy 
with  regret  that  the  celluloid  workers  are  almost 
the  least  enterprising  of  all  those  who  assist  in 
supplying  angling  requisites.  Either  the  little 
spirals  would  be  too  cheap  to  secure  big  profits,  or 
the  manufacturers  want  an  order  so  large  as  to 
ensure  them  against  all  risk  in  the  production  of 
desirable  articles,  with  the  further  advantage  of 
benefiting  by  the  reproduction  if  a  further  demand 
was  created.  I  have  sometimes  found  that  inquiry 
produced  a  courteous  reply,  sometimes  none  at  all, 
but  never  anything  tending  towards  a  result.- 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


NEGLECTED  FISHERIES  AND  OUR 
UNEMPLOYED. 

Dear  Sir, — Japan,  with  a  population  of  about 
47,000,000,  employs  upwards  of  3,600,000  persons 
in  her  fisheries,  fish  curing,  and  aquatic  industries,! 
including  profitable  sea-weed  and  sea-salt  farms. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  populatio 
already  exceeding  45,000,000,  probably  do  not  eve 
employ  200,000  persons  in  these  trades  which  ough 
to  find  work  for  upwards  of  3,000,000  men,  wome 
and  minors.  This  woiild  supply  profitable  occup 
tion  to  an  immense  number  of  our  unemploye 
and  thus  diminish  the  increasing  burdens  of  Britis 
taxpayers.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  the 
adjacent  islands  (including  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Isle 
Man,  the  Channel  Islands,  etc.),  have  an  indente 
sea  coast  exceeding  15,000  miles,  whilst  the 
neglected  inland  waters,  covering  upwards 
1,100,000  acres,  capable  of  rearing  various  kinds  of 
excellent  eating  fish,  now  only  yield  salmon,  trout, 
eels  and  sport  for  anglers.  Half  of  the  fresh  fish 
sold  in  Germany  are  freshwater  fish,  artificially  reared 
in  lucrative  German  inland  fish  farms,  whose  intro- 
duction into  the  United  Kingdom  and  Ireland 
would  augment  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
agriculturists  and  farm  labourers. — I  am,  sir,  yours 
truly,  J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton. 

[I  think  that  Dr.  Lawrence-Hamilton  has  greatly 
under-estimated  the  number  of  persons  employetl 
in  our  sea  fisheries  and  trades  connected  with  fish 
and  fishing.  Probably  all  the  carp  and  other  coarse 
fish  which  would  be  eaten  in  this  country  already 
come  into  the  market.  Sea  fish  is  too  cheap  in  our 
country  and  too  delicious  to  give  carp,  tench,  pike, 
etc.,  any  chance  to  compete  in  the  fish  markets. 
The  Jews  buy^a  certain  amount  of  carp  and  other 
freshwater  fish*  but  it  does  not  amount  to  much,  and 
is  most  of  it  poached. — Ed.] 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is 'published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  I'ishijjo  Gazette  can  he  obtained  at  Messrs. 
ilenzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  AVhere  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  JIarston,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq 
Gazette,  St.  Duustan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishino  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    ...    ....    10«.  6(Z. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto      ...  5«.  id. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto  ...     2«.  8d. 

To  the  Ojlonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12«.  M. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Cohmin  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisemeuts  bs.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Abvertisbstent  Mahaoek,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Adrertixementu  mvftt  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wediiesdayn,  addrensed  "  Adiertinement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOB. 


The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  should  note 
that  the  date  of  the  annual  dinner  has  been  fixed 
for  Tuesday,  Feb.  20,  and  should  apply  early  for 
seats  to  the  secretary.  The  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon,  who  will  preside,  has  had  so  much 
practical  experience  in  fly  fishing  for  trout  and 
salmon,  and  in  salmon  and  trout  culture,  that  the 
club  is  very  fortunate  in  getting  him  as  chairmAn 
of  their  2l8t,  coming  of  age,  banquet. 


The  Rainbow  Trout  in  Germany. 

In  March*  1898,  -wben  the  rainbow  trout  waS 
being  "  boomed  "  as  a  grand  fish  for  our  trout 
streams,  I  was  somewhat  sarcastically  criticised  in 
some  quarters  for  warning  anglers  and  fishing 
associations  not  to  be  too  confident  that  the  fish 
would  repay  the  cost  of  putting  it  into  our  rivers, 
or  they  might  be  disappointed,  as  they  had  been 
twenty  years  previously  with  the  American  brook 
trout  Salmo  fontinalis. 

Knowing  that  the  fish  had  been  successfully  culti- 
vated since  1885  in  Germany,  that  is,  as  a  table  fish, 
not  for  sport,  I  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Deutsche 
Fischerei  Z'eitung  on  March,  2i}  •1898-,  asking  him 
if  he  would  be  good  enough  to  ascertain  from  some 
of  the  leading  German  fish-breeders  how  the  fish 
had  done  in  trout  streams.  In  his  paper  for  April 
12,  1898,  the  editor  j)U Wished  replies  from  several 
fish-brecxlers  in  different  parts  of  Germany,  which 
would  have  been  very  useful  to  me  at  the  time  if  I 
had  seen  them  ;  unfortunately,  that  particular  issue 
got  mislaid,  and  it  was  only  by  accident  that  I 
found  it  in  a  box  of  old  papers  recently.  TIki 
Vistimony  of  the  German  lish-breeders  was  unani- 
mously to  the  effect  that  the  rainbow  was  a  very 
good  fish  for  enclo.sed  waters,  but  invariably  went 
off  down  stream  sooner  or  later  if  placed  into  trout 
brooks  and  rivers,  unless  prevented  by  gratings 


This  evidence  was  identical  with  some  which  I 
•eceived  direct  from  (Jonnan  fish-bioeders,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  the  time,  and  I  tliink 
that  experience  in  this  country  has  since  that  time 
folly  borne  out  the  view  that  it  is  a  waste  of  money 
to  put  rainbows  into  brooks  or  other  trout  streams 
unless  they  can  bo  entirely  prevented  from  wander- 
ing ofE  down  stream. 

Rainbows  in  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 
It  seems  ,  to  be  a  pretty  general  experience  that 
rainbows  do  admirably  in  enclosed  waters  where 
there  is  plenty  of  food  up  to  a  weight  of  from  2lb. 
to  3lb.,  and  that  after  that  they  give  up  rising 
freely  and  begin  to  go  off  in  condition.  Mr.  Wliite, 
who  holds  the  record  for  size  and  number  of  large 
trout  caught  in  Blagdon  Reservoir,  has  had  a  good 
deal  of  experience  with  rainbows  in  other  lakes, 
and  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  he  has  oome 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  not  so  good  as 
good  brown  trout  even  for  lakes,  that  is,  where  sport 
with  the  fly  with  trout  over  3lb.  or  so  is  looked  for. 
They  appear  to  do  best  of  all  in  lakes  of  two  or  three 
acres  or  so,  where  they  can  be  kept  in  and  fed  all 
the  year  round,  as  is  the  case,  for  instance,  in  Mr. 
Mason's  private  lakes  at  Harrietsham^  Kent.  If 
Mr.  Roberts,  of  the  Arrow  Trout  Fishery,  Eardisland, 
sees  this  note,  I  wish  he  would  kindly  tell  us  how 
the  rainbows  he  put  into  the  river  there  which  took 
the  "Amateur  Angler's"  flies  so  freely  last  June  are 
doing.     Have  they  taken  to  drop  down  stream  yet  ? 

The  Use  of  Algae  in  Preserving  Fish  Alive.' 

In  the  Bulletin  Suisse  de  Pcche  et  Pisciculture 
for  December  there  is  a  most  interesting  account 
(taken  I  see  from  Peche  et  Pisciculture  beige)  of 
experiments  in  keeping  alevins  of  trout  alive  for 
many  days  in  corked  bottles.  Twq  members  of 
the  Belgian  Societe  de  Biologie,  MM.  Billard  and 
Bruyant,  have  for  some  time  past  carried  to  a 
successful  conclusion  experiments  with  algae  and 
alevins,  that  is,  young  trout  recently  hatched  from 
the  egg.  The  green  ^ilgse,  that  is,  those  in  question, 
are  of  several  species,  and  so  minute  as  to  be  almost 
invisible  to  the  rtaked  eye  in  the  water  in  which 
they  are  held  in. Suspension,  although  they  impart 
a  green  colour  to  the  water  more  or  less  intense, 
just  as  the  red'  corpuscles  of  the  blood,  which  are 
equally  minute,  give  it  its  red  colour. 

Method  of  Procedure — Cause  and  Effect. 

It  was  only  after  repeated  experiments  that 
MM.  Billard  and  Bruyant  adopted  this  particular 
culture  of  algaj.  It  offers  the  essential  advantage 
of  being  easily  obtained  and  in  any  quantity.  All 
that  ' is  necessary  is  to  place  a  young  fish,  leech, 
or  water  snail  into  a  transparent  glass  tube  so  that 
it,.reGeives  diffused  light,  with  water  sown  with  the 
mother  culture.  In  a  few  days  the  beautiful  green 
tint  begins  to  appear.  Pure  water  sown  with  the 
algse  culture  in  the  same  way  but  without  the 
animal  gives  no  result.  The  presence  of  the 
aquatic  animal  is  thus  shown  to  be  indispensable  to 
the  development  of  the  algse.  The  fact  is  that  a 
series  of  complex  phenomena  transpire  in  this 
limited  medium. 

An  animal  shut  up  in  an  enclosed  medium,  a  fish, 
for  instance,  in  a  small  volume  of  water,  soon  dies, 
and  from  two  causes:  deprivation, of  the  oxygen  in 
the  water  in  consequence  of  respiration,  intoxication 
caused  by  the  accumulation  of  organic  waste. 

How  THE  Alg^  Prevent  Suffocation  of  the 
Fish. 

In  a  medium  such  as  that  realised  in  the  cultures 
obtained  by  MM.  Billard  and  Bruyant,  the  two 
series  of  phenomena  referred  to  are  counterbalanced 
by  the  chlorophyllic  function  of  the  algae  and  the 
symbiotic  action  of  these  algae  and  bacteria.  The 
chlorophyllic  function,  characteristic  of  green  vege- 
tables, is  too  well  known  to  need  insisting  on  here ; 
it  has  as  a  result  a  setting  free  (ddgagement)  of 
oxygen.  The  union  of  algae  and  bacteria  results  in 
the  purification  of  the  water. 

In  all  active  algae  cultures  they  are  found  to  be 
associated  with  bacteria.  These  latter  in  some  way 
disaggregate  the  organic  matters  thrown  off  by 
the  animal,  and  prepare  them  so  that  they  can  be 
utilised  by  the  algao ;  in  other  words,  they  prepare 

irow  to  'I'ie  Trodt  and  Oraylino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  ])08t  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
FiHhint)  Gazette,  St.  linnstau's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  0.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — Fialuiig  Gazette. 


for  the  algui  the  chemical  medium  in  which  they 
can  live  and  achever  la  desaijr/'gulAon.  I  presumo 
this  means  increase  and  multiply  by  dividing. 

Thus  in  an  enclosed  medium  a  community  of 
vitality  is  established  between  beings  of  widely 
differen,t  natures,  algae,  bacteria  and  animal.  As 
equilibrium  is  maintained,  so  the  life  of  the  animal 
is  prolonged. 

Success  of  Actual  Experiments  with  Leeches, 
Fish,  etc. 

In  June,  1903,  MM.  Billard  and  Bruyant  put  a 
leech  into  their  algae  culture,  and  another  in  March, 
1904;  the  first  is  still  alive  in  the  laboratory  of  the 
School  of  Medicine,  the  other  was  sent  recently 
to  Paris.  In  both  cases  the  medium  was  never 
renewed.  In  another  experiment  trout  alevins 
were  kept  alive  in  the  culture  for  five  or  six  weeks 
in  partly  closed  receptacles,  ej>rouvettes,  which  I 
imagine  are  large  glass  test  tubes  in  which  only  a 
small  surface  of  the  liquid  is  exposed  to  the  air, 
and  even  in  completely  corked  up  bottles  the  little 
fish  survived  for  ten  days. 

Practical  Value  of  all  this. 
These  are  extremely  interesting  laboratory  experi- 
ments, but  I  think  most  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  agree  that  they  have  the  germ  of  great 
practical  possibilities  in  them,  both  as  regards  the 
transport  of  fish  and  other  aquatic  animal  life 
such  distances  as  are  at  present  impossible,  and 
also  its  conservation  in  aquaria. 

A  New  Paste  for  Roach,  Barbel,  and  Bream. 

M.  Gamier,  of  Dijon,  thus  describes  a  paste  which 
he  recommends  when  other  baits  have  failed.  "  In 
my  fishing  basket  I  always  carry  a  tin  box  into 
which  I  put  a  paste  made  up  half  of  bean  flour, 
one  quarter  of  linseed  cake  (oil  cake  as  used  for 
feeding  stock),  broken  up  and  pressed  through  a 
strainer  with  small  holes,  and  one-quarter  of  dry 
Gruyere  cheese  finely  gratsd.  If  the  angler  likes  his 
paste  coloured,  which  is  preferable,  add  some 
chicory  the  size  of  a  walnut,  after  finely  powdering 
it.  This  mixture  should  be  turned  out  on  to  a 
sheet  of  paper  so  as  to  work  it  up  together  better 
(dry,  of  course),  and  then  replace  it  in  the  box. 
When  wanted  for  use  gradually  add  a  small 
quantity  of  water  while  stirring  the  mixture  round 
with  a  bit  of  stick  cut  like  a  flat  brush ;  too  much 
water  will  prevent  the  paste  sticking  on  the  hook. 
Try  it,  and  then  say  what  you  think  of  it." 

I  hope  some  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
do  so,  and  "report  progress." 

The  Dangerous  Teviot. 

I  am  indeed  sorry  to  see  that  Mr.  Henry,  the 
Duke's  fisherman  at  Floors  Castle  on  the  Tweed, 
has  lost  his  son  William,  aged  twenty-two,  who 
was  found  drowned  in  the  dam  at  Maxwellheugh 
Mill,  on  the  Teviot.  When  I  fished  the  lower  part 
of  the  Tweed  with  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso,  a  year  or 
two  ago,  I  thought  some  parts  about  as  dangerous 
as  regards  the  banks  as  one  could  well  find — that  is, 
in  dark  or  misty  weather  ;  the  fields  slope  steeply 
down  from  the  hills  and  then  suddenly  go  sheer 
down  into  the  water  or  on  to  the  rocks  twenty  to 
fifty  feet  deep  below.  All  who  know  Mr.  Henry 
will  join  me  in  expressing  our  sympathy  with  him 
and  his  family  in  his  sad  loss. 

Royalty  and  Earl's  Court 
H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  granted  his 
patronage  to  the  Imperial-Royal  Austrian  Ex- 
hibition to  be  held  at  Earl's  Court,  May  to 
October,  this  year.  This  exhibition  is  being 
organised  under  the  auspices  of  the  Austrian 
Government,  and  of  the  Austrian  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  Industry  in  Austria,  as  well  as  the 
Austro  -  Hungarian  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
London.  R.  B.  jMarston. 


A  TRAVELLING  salesman  arrived  home  about 
three  in  the  morning  to  discover  that  his  wife  had 
given  birth  to  triplets.  He  wa^i  delighted  almost 
beyond  control  of  himself.  "My,"  he  said,  "I 
must  go  right  in  and  w£(ke  up  Dooley  ! "  Dooley 
was  his  next  door  neighbour,  and  a  dog  fancier. 
He  pulled  Dooley  out  of  bed,  got  him  to  hurry 
on  hi.s  clothes,  brought  him  in  about  half  awake, 
and  stood  him  before  the  triplets.  "Aren't  they 
dandies  1  "  he  asked.  Dooley  gazed  at  them  in  a 
semi-awakened  state,  and  still  rubbing  the  sleep 
from  his  eyes,  replied:  "Yes;  they're  all  right. 
I  think  if  I  were  you  I  would  keep  tliat  one  in  tlie 
middle." — Punch., 
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DAYS  ON  THE  LLEDR  AND 
CONWAY. 

For  itfl  short  length,  as  a  salmon  rod  fishing  river, 
the  Conway,  in  North  Wales,  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  of  waters,  indeed,  if  its  chief  feeder,  the 
Lledr,  is  included  I  doubt  if  there  is  a  more  pic- 
turesque bit  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  United  King- 
dom. Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  that  very  keen 
angler,  Mr.  Henry  D.  Brandreth,  who  preserves 
some  miles  of  the  Lledr,  I  had  a  few  days  on  his 
water  in  the  early  part  of  last  September  when 
staying  with  my  friend,  Mr.  W.  FitzNorman  Ellis, 
at  his  delightfully-situated  residence,  Butterpool, 
near  Pont-y-Pant.  The  house  is  called  after  a 
small  salmon  pool  on  the  Lledr  just  above  the 
famous  William's  Pool,  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
on  the  river. 

'"^Mr.  Brandreth  has  proved  conclusively  that  it 
is  possible  to  make  good  salmon  water,  that  is, 
water  in  which  the  fish  will  rest  and  "  take,"  by 
erecting  rough  dams  and  piers.  In  the  Christmas 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  gave  an  illustra- 
tion of  Mr.  Brandreth  fishing  from  a  pier  made  up 
of  rocks  faced  with  great  slabs  of  slate.  In  tliis 
pool,  and  others  made  in  a  similar  way,  he  now 
every  season  gets  salmon  where  formerly  the  water 
was  too  shallow  to  be  any  use  for  salmon  fishing. 
Mr.  Brandreth  not  only  gave  me  his  fishing,  but 
also  sent  his  keeper,  McNaghton,  with  me,  and  a 
better  or  keener  gillie  I  never  fished  with.  He 
knows  every  pool  by  heart,  and  just  where  the 
fish  is  likely  to  take,  if  he  is  there,  in  every  height 
of  water.  It  is  a  mighty  rocky  bit  of  river  between 
Pont-y-Pant  and  the  Oak  Tree  Pool  below  the 
Granlyn,  and  the  queer  perches  one  has  to  fish  from 
to  make  the  fly  hang  properly  over  the  taking  spot 
add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  fishing.  There 
were  not  many  fish  in  the  river  ;  in  fact,  Mr.  Brand- 
reth told  me  it  was  one  of  the  worst  seasons  he  had 
ever  known — long  drought,  and  apparently  few  fish 
on  the  coast  to  come  in  when  the  rain  came.  In 
the  Granlyn  Pool,  at  the  very  tail  of  it,  whei-e  the 
water  bends  over  to  fall  into  the  pool  below,  I 
hooked  a  salmon,  and  had  it  on  for  perhaps  a  couple 
-  of  minutes  when  the  fly  came  away.  Again,  at  the 
very  tail  of  a  pool  above  the  Granlyn,  I  had  my  fly 
taken  by  a  fish  of  101b.  or  121b.  I  called  out  to 
McNaghten  that  I  had  hooked  a  fish,  but  after 
coming  steadily  for  a  yard  or  two  up  the  pool,  he 
rolled  over,  and  again  the  fly  came  away.  These 
were  the  only  salmon  I  hooked,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  hooked  by  McNaghten,  which  I 
landed,  and  getting  one  or  two  rises,  this  was  all 
we  did,  although  we  tried  every  pool  at  least  twice 
in  the  day.  How  many  thousand  cafts  I  made  for 
some  half  dozen  ofiers  from  the  fish  I  do  not  know, 
but  there  is  something  inexpressibly  fascinating  in 
watching  your  salmon  fly,  as  you  can  nearly  always 
do  when  looking  down  into  a  pool  from  a  perch  on 
the  rocks  above,  with  a  short  line — small  as  it  is,  and 
we  used  nothing  much  over  an  inch  in  length,  you 
can  see  the  blue  or  yellow,  or  whatever  colour 
predominates,  as  the  fly  works  along  in  the  swirly 
dark  water  over  the  critical  spot.  "  You  see  that 
break  in  the  side  of  the  rock  on  the  far  side,  sir, 
where  the  water  goes  in  under,  that's  where  he  will 
come." 

"  Do  you  think  he  will  come,  McNaghten  ?  "  I 
said  as  tlie  fly  came  out  of  the  little  dark  cavern 
where  the  stream  had  taken  it  after  the  cast. 
"  That  is  the  beauty  of  salmon  fishing,  sir,  you 
never  know.  I  have  seen  many  a  fish  come  and 
take  just  where  the  fly  is  now.  Work  it  a  trifle  faster 
just  there — they  follow  it  out  from  under  the  rock." 
"  Try  him  again,  sir."  McNaghten  was  always 
hopeful,  at  any  rate,  he  let  me  lose  no  chance,  as 
far  as  he  could  help  it.  I  know  that  I  missed  one 
or  two  through  not  striking  promptly.  One  gets 
slack  after  casting  for  hours,  and  when  the  rise  at 
last  comes  the  response  is  too  late  too  often.  "  Did 
you  feel  him,  sir  ?  "  "  No,  thank  goodness  !  " 
"  Then  we  will  try  him  as  we  come  back  " — but  that 
first  chance  is,  as  I  well  know,  the  chance,  and  I  feel 
angry  with  myself  for  missing  it.  •% 

Whew  !  how  hot  it  was,  a  steaming  evening  with 
not  a  breath  of  air,  and  the  midges  in  millions. 
We  tried  the  fish  again  coming  back,  but  in  vain, 
nor  would  the  sea-trout  in  William's  Pool  look  at 
the  fly.  What  a  blessing  it  was  to  know  that  every 
weary  step  brought  one  nearer  to  the  only  barrel  of 
beer  in  the  Lledr  Valley,  and  its  pleasant  gurgle  and 
froth  as  Mrs.  Ellis  poured  out  a  glass  in  the  porch 


reminded  one  of  the  foam  and  amber  swirl  of  the 
Butterpool  close  by. 

"  Do  you  know,  Mr.  Marston,  it  is  a  funny  thing, 
but  all  our  friends  who  come  here  fishing  are 
ready  for  a  glass  of  beer  when  they  get  back.  I 
suppose  it's  the  air  !  " 

"  Ready  !  Mrs.  Ellis !  Dying  would  be  nearer 
the  mark." 

"  No  luck  !  I  am  sorry.  How  did  you  like  the 
rod  ?  "  cheerily  chimcis  in  Mr.  Pjllis,  and  I  tell  him 
that  it  is  perfect,  just  the  thing  for  this  rocky. 


be  difficult  to  find.  But  sport  was  hopeless,  only 
two  salmon  had  been  killed  by  rod  and  line  all  the 
season  in  the  Conway,  and  we  had  to  fish  most  of 
the  time  in  such  a  tearing  gale  of  wind  and  rain 
as  I  have  rarely  seen  equalled — "  A  great  gale  in 
North  Wales  "  the  ubiquitous  Daily  Mail  poster 
called  it. 

It  was  not  a  steady  gale,  but  came  roaring  down 
from  the  mountains  in  a  succession  of  gusts,  each 
stronger  than  the  last,  and  would  then  die  away  for 
a  brief  interval,  then  when  you  had  waded  out  and 
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Falls  of  the  Conway,  North  Wales. 
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confined  river — a  light  greenheart  under  15ft.,  but 
with  plenty  of  backbone.  My  host  had  most  kindly 
placed  his  stock  of  rods  and  tackle  at  my,  disposal. 

When  fishing  on  the  Elwy  with  Mr.  Wliitty,  he 
had  told  me  that  his  friend,  Mr.  T.  Lloyd  Jones, 
who  knew  the  Conway  well,  would  have  a  day  or 
two  with  me  on  that  river,  and  he  very  kindly  did 
so,  and  in  his  excellent  company  I  fished  all  the 
best  pools  from  nearly  as  high  up  as  the  Granlyn 
on  the  Lledr  down  to  the  Railway  Bridge  be  ow 
the  junction  of  the  Llugwy  and  the  Conway.  A 
more  beautiful  series  of  ideal  salmon  pools  it  would 


got  a  precarious  foothold  down  came  the  wind  and 
nearly  upset  you ;  in  fact,  several  times  I  gave  up 
and  came  ashore  for  a  rest,  avoiding  big  trees, 
expecting  to  hear  a  crash  every  minute.  It  was 
very  disappointing  to  wade  down  such  lovely  pools 
and  never  get  a  "  rug,"  but  I  enjoyed  it  immensely. 
You  could  not  expect  to  do  much  under  such  con- 
ditions. 

Beyond  seeing  a  couple  of  salmon  jump,  we  did 
nothing  as  far  as  the  fish  were  concerned.  Mr. 
Ellis  had  lent  me  a  light  Leonard  split  cane  salmon 
rod,  for  which  my  line  was  a  trifle  too  heavy  against 


% 


January  13,  1906 


such  a  gale.  Mr.  Jones  was  using  a  stifE  green- 
heart — a  grand  rod  made  by  Mr.  Whitty,  of  Liver- 
pool, -with  Avhich  he  got  out  yards  more  line  than  I 
could  manage,  and  it  Avas  a  pleasure  to  see  Tom  the 
keeper,  who  had  been  up  all  the  previous  night 
catching  poachers,  make  the  fly  at  the  end  of  the 


TPIE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


have  always  had  fixed  on  my  mental  vision  like  a 
photograph  some  stretch  o^  the  river  near  Llan- 
rwst,  because  it  was  alive  with  jum[)ing  salmon. 
Many  a  time  since  then  I  have  thought  of  those 
fish,  and  many  a  time  I  have  talked  with  friends 
who  fished  the  lovely  river,  and  of  late  years, 
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the  case  for  fifty  years,  or  a  hundred  for  that 
matter ;  there  is  over-netting  doubtless,  that 
unfortunately  is  the  case  with  nearly  all  our  salmon 
rivers,  but  I  fear  the  chief  sinner  is  the  gas  company 
— if  it  is  a  company— at  Bettws-y-Coed.  I  know, 
from  experience  of  the  effect  of  refuse  from  gas- 


The  Rector's  Pool,  Llakbwst,  on  the  Conway. 
(From  "The  Fly-Fishers  Text  Book,"  published  in  1841.) 


,The  Wall  Stream  on  the  Conway,  near  Llanbwst. 
(From  "The  Fly-Fishers'  Text  Book,"  published  in  1841.) 


line  on  it  cut  through  the  air  and  go  out  straight 
as  a  die — the  wind  seemed  to  make  precious  little 
difference  to  him. 

The  iSad  Conditioh  op  the  Cokway. 
Previous  to  last  September  it  was  more 'than 
thirty  years  since  I  had  seen  the  Conway,  and  I 


although  they  still  fished  it,  their  reports  were  ever 
and  ever  more  disheartening.  I  made  inquiries  and 
looked  about  for  myself  when  at  Bettws-y-Coed 
last  September,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  Conway 
as  a  salmon  angling  river  is  suffering  from  a  com- 
plication of  diseases.  There  is  poaching,  unques- 
tionably ;  but  probably  not  worse  than  has  been 


works  on  fisheries  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  that 
nothing  is  so  deadly  to  fish  life,  except  bleach  from 
paper  mills.  Consequently,  when  I  saw  the  gaso- 
meter within  a  few  yards  of  the  Church  Pool  at 
Bettws-y-Coed,  I  said  to  Mr.  Jones,  "  If  the  refuse 
from  that  gasworks  goes  into  the  Conway,  I  am 
not  surprised  at  the  salmon  fishing  falling  off." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  13,  1906 


From  the  letter  of  a  Conway,  salmon  angler  which 
I  have  before  mo,  "I  fear  there  is  no  doubt  the 
refuse  docs  get  into'  the  river.    He  saya  : — 

"  With  regard  to  the  gasworks,  I  boliovo  the 
•waste  runs  directly  into  the  river  ;  at  any  rate, 
opposite  the  works  in  low  water  a  pipe  can  bo  seen 
whicli  continually  discharges  limey-looking  water 
into  the  Church  Pool."  Ho  adds:  "  In  past  days, 
too,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  lead  mines  have 
done  a  tremendous  lot  of  damage,  whilst  in  addition 
Llanrwst.  Bettws-y-Cood,  and  other  places  on  the 
river  gaily  and  daily  pour  their  sewage  into  it, 
polluting  the  water  and  sickening  the  fish." 

The  Conway  has  always  been,  and  must  naturally 
always  bo,  an  "  uncertain  "  salmon  river,  simply 
because  its  water  supply  is  so  uncertain — up 
<|uickly,  down  quickly- — and  the  chief  run  of  fish 
being  late  in  the  season,  if  there  is  not  plenty  of 
I'ain  then  rod  fishing  cannot  be  good. 

At  present  the  pollution  of  the  Conway  between 
T5ettws-y-Coed  and  the  sea  is  not  sufficiently  bad 
to  turn  the  fish  back  y)robably  or  "  up,"  though  in 
low  water  it  will  and  does  do  that.  But  it  is  more 
than  sufficient  to  so  sicken  the  fish  that  in  their 
passage  up  to  the  Lledr  they  feel  so  beastly  sick 
that  they  will  not  look  at,  much  less  take,  the 
most  tempting  "Blue  Doctor" — they  have  hiid 
too  much  "  Black  Dose  "  already.  It  is  only  when 
they  get  into  tho  much  purer  water  of  the  Lledr 
that  they  feel  inclined  for  a  little  "  Jock  Scott  " 
or  "  Lledr  Fancy,"  or  even  one  of  Mr.  Brandreth's 
tempting  prawns. 

I  suppose  that  the  landowners  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  tho  Conway  Valley  look  on  the  matter  in 
this  way :  "  It  would  not  pay  to  protect  the 
Conway  and  its  tributaries  in  order  to  attract  a  few 
score  salmon  anglers.  Ours  is  a  tourist  district, 
and  the  rivers  and  their  waterfalls  are  just  as 
beautiful  whether  there  are  salmon  in  the  pools  or 
not." 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  this  on  the 
surface,  but  it  is  only  necessary  -to  think  for  a 
moment  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  poimds 
which  are  attracted  every  season  to  Scottish,  Irish, 
and  Scandinavian  "  scenery  "  districts  because  they 
are  also  good  fishing  districts  to  see  what  Wales- is 
losing,  and  losing- it- more  every-year.-  Good -fishing  • 
attracts  not  only  anglers  but  their  families,  not  only 
their  families,  but  their  friends. 

Wales  is  so  beautiful  that  if  her  rivers  and  lakes 
were  properly  preserved  and  stocked  no  other  place 
in  this  world  Avould  better  deserve  the  name  of 
2)aradise. 

It  is  not  saying  a  little  to  say  that  I  doubt  if 
any  Welshman  rejoiced  more  than  I  did  when  the 
London  newspaper  boys  yelled,  "  Defeat  of  New 
Zealand."  Ireland  was  beaten,  Scotland  was 
beaten,  I  had  myself  seen  England  beaten,  and  it 
was  simply  delightful  to  fiind  those  splendid  New 
Zealanders  had  met  their  masters  in  Wales.  Why 
did  not  somebody  tell  them  to  omit  their  war  song  ! 
They  simply  challenged  a  nation  of  singers.  We 
Irish  and  Scotch  and  English  do  not  begin  to  know 
how  to  sing  as  compared  with  the  Welsh,  and  once 
get  them  on  that  lay,  "  the  spirits  of  their  fathers 
^vill  start  from  every  grave,"  and  no  wonder  our 
New  Zealand  friends  were  daunted  ! 

E.  B.  Makston. 

P.S. — As  regards  trout  fishing  on  the  Conway 
and  its  tributaries  and  some  Welsh  lakes,  I  hope 
to  say  something  later  on. 


"OUTSIDE"  FLY  FISHING. 
By  Rook  Caknegie. 

Fly-fishino  for  what  I  am  pleased  to  .call 
"  outside  "  fish,  meaning  those  other  than  salmon, 
trout,  grayling,  etc.,  which  are  the  fly-fisher's  legiti- 
mate prey,  is,  I  consider,  a  neglected  art,  and  that 
much  more  attention  could  be  paid  to  it  and  good 
sport  thereby  gained.  That  the  genuine  wielder  of 
the  fly  looks  down  on  bottom  fishing  is  like  those 
many  halting  places  in.Roman  history  of  .eaEly.days,- 
an  allowed  fact.  "  .Messy  work,"  we  have  often 
heard  it  termed,  and  it  certainly  is;  therefore,  I' 
think  if  those  fly-fishers  whom  ill  luck  have  placed 
with  only  a  bottom-strciun  in  their,  vicinity  would 
give  their  attention^  to  this  but  little  knoAvn  and 
regarded  branch  of  tho 'art  of 'angling,  they  would 
linfl  a  source  of  intense  interest  and  amuscmc^nt, 
and  at  the  same'time  k<iep  their  hand  (and  shoulder 
—for  it  is  that  'which  makes  you  remember  most 
how  loflg  it  is  since  you  threw  a  fly)  in  at  their  own 


proper  and  particular  sport.  To  many  its  cleanli- 
ness will  recommend  it  alone. 

It  has  been  my  ill  cliance  of  late  years  to  have 
had  few  occasions  to  beguile  tho  wily  trout,  and 
being  a  great  admirer  of  the  fly,  I  have  practisiid 
throwing  it  for  vain  and  sundry,  and  consequently 
have,  with  time,  stored  up  much  information  on 
the  subject,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  useful  and 
interesting  to  those  who,  like  myself,  would  wish  to 
try  their  hand  at  "  outside  "  fly-fishing. 

There  is  no  general  rule  which  may  be  applied  to 
fish  in  general,  therefore  I  will  put  my  notes  together 
on  each  kind  of  fish,  collecting  them  under  the  names 
placed  alf)habotically,  and  not  as  regards  tho  import- 
ance or  size  of  the  game. 

Bream. 

This  fish  will  take  flies  extremely  readily,  and 
especially  of  an  evening,  just  before  dusk,  that 
time  that  Jimmie  Hogg  calls  "'tween  the  gloamin' 
an'  the  mirk."  They  do  not  seem  able  to  see  flies 
at  night.  Those  WTiters  who  mention  using  a  fly 
for  roach,  etc.,  say  sink  it  with  a  shot  placed  a  few 
inches  above  the  fly.  This  I  certainly  do  not  agree 
with,  as  the  shot  makes  a  slight  swirl  in  front  of  the 
tiy,  and  as  often  as  not  the  fish  goes  for  the  shot 
instead  of  the  fly.  Certainly  tho  fly,  for  bream 
especially,  must  be  sunk,  as  Mr.  Hogback  docs  not 
often  put  his  nose  in  tho  air,  except  when  hooked, 
of  course.  Therefore,  I  place  a  very  small  shot  on 
the  fly's  head — in  fact,  it  helps  to  make  it  more 
natural.  ThLs,  with  its  natural  weight,  serves  to 
sink  it  quite  sufficiently  for  tho  purpose.  As  to 
throwing,  I  find  little  short,  very  short,  jerks  serve 
best,  except,  of  course,  where  there  is  a  current, 
and  then  across  the  current  is  best,  although  letting 
one's  fly  drift  is  good.  Fineness  of  tackle  is 
imperative,  and  two  flies  amply  sufficient.  One 
may  strike  as  soon  as  ono  likes,  as  when  one  feels 
that  indescribable  something,  it  is  to  say  that  the 
fly  is  well  in  the  bream's  small  mouth. 

Of  a  hot  afternoon,  too,  when  fish  will  not  look  at 
a  worm  or  gentle,  I  have  passed  the  time  very 
pleasantly  with  my  fly,  and  jidded^onsideraWy  to,, 
my  bag.         '  \ 

For  fli(>s"I  find  ants  and  gnats  the -best;  although 
any  small  ones  are  good,  and  a  diminutive  Red 
Palmer  particularly  so.  As  to  natural  flies,  I  con- 
sider the  game  not  worth  the  candle  ;  nor  can  one 
fly-fish  as  I  understand  it,  it  is  really  dapping, 
which  I  do  not  refer  to  here.  I  usually  have  one 
white  or  whitish  fly  when  fishing  towards  evening. 
Chub. 

This  gentleman  is  well  kno\ra  as  a  fly-taker,  but 
I  think  my  notes  may  be  useful  to  some.  Of  course, 
one  can  use  mweiK  stronger  tackle  than  that  used 
for  bream.  The  fUes  I  most  prefer  are  gaudy  Scotch 
peel  flies,  nor  do  they  need  any  sinking.  There 
is  no  I  doubt  about  the  dash  and  splash  of  a  chub 
when  he  comes  at  a  fly  drawn  against  the  stream. 
I  always  strike  pretty  smartly  and  quickly,  for  he 
has  a  hard  mouth  and  turns  out  the  bait  the  moment 
he  feels  it  is  not  what  he  expected  it  to  be.  Summer 
and  autumn  are  his  especial  times,  though  I  have 
taken  them  quite -late  in  winter  on  very  sunny 
days. 

My  plan,  as  the  chub  is  such  a  nervous  customer, 
is  to  go  over  my  ground  first  and  note  where  one 
should  throw,  what  trees,  etc.,  may  be  in  the  way, 
and  then  on  my  second  visit  to  throw  without 
showing  myself,  without  seeing  where  I  am  throwing 
in  fact.  Having  taken  one  fish,  leave  the  spot 
immediately,  as  it  is  only  spoiling  one's  chances  of 
others  later  on. 

In  this  way  I  remember  some  years  ago  making 
big  catches  of  "  chavender  "  from  the  Rhine  at 
Mannheim.  I  say  from  the  Rhine,  but  it  was 
not  so  strictly  speaking,  because  the  river 
had  overflowed  its  banks,  and  the  chub  had 
come  in  and  were  having  fine  times  among  the 
"Hallows  and  reeds.  I  noted  my  pitches,  and  went 
from  one  to  the  other  regularly,  and  as  regularly 
removed  a  fine  chub,  none  ever  under  21b.,  and 
many  double  and  over.  For  a  week  I  fished  regu- 
larly,-and -earned  golden  opinions  among  the  various 
families  of  my  acquaintance,  for  "  knilps,"  as  they  are 
called  in  that  district,  are  in  great  demand  for  frying, 
and  certainly  T  m\ist  say  the  Rhine  chub'  beat  th^ir 
,  Thames  cousins  both  oji  the  hook  and  at  table. 

There  is  a  sequel  to'all  this.  One  day  a  gendarme 
camo  by  and  told  me  I  was  poaching,  although  the 
land, '  when  dry,  was  common  property,  and,  in 
fact,  part  of  the  castle  grounds.  I  was  fined  ten 
marks  in  thejmost  comfortable  way,  receiving  notice, 
with  a  month's  time  to  pay,  without  even  being 


summoned  or  appearing  at  court,  and  paid  it  cheer- 
fully, for  I  had  had  many  times  ten  marks'  worth 
of  sport. 

Many  persons  recommend  a  small  piece  of  white 
kid  gl()V(!  on  tho  hook,  hut  I  consider  it  superfluous. 
If  chub  will  rise  with  it,  then  they'll  rise  without  it 
also.  Chub  can  be  caught  quite  late  into  the  night 
with  a  fair-sized  white  moth,  and  on  the  Rhino  I 
had  many  evenings'  most  successful  moonlight  chub 
fishing. 

Perch., 

With  the  same  gaudy  flies  mentioned  above — 
and  they  cannot  be  too  bright  and  attractive, 
though  not  too  large — I  have  killed  many  a  good 
perch  ;  but  he  needs  a  small  shot  fixed  as  I  recom- 
mended for  bream.  Often  when  perch  are  playing 
(I  moan  when  they  follow  a  minnow  and  "  knock  "  it 
without  actually  taking  it)  they  will  go  for  a  fly 
and  take  it  gamely.  Where  perch  arc  at  work 
among  minnow-swarms,  too,  a  fly  often  tempts  the 
big  ones. 

In  the  brightest  and  hottest  weather  perch  like  a 
fly,  and  on  the  Danube,  where  certainly  the  fish  are 
not  yet  too  educated,  I  have  done  killing  work 
among  them,  and  often  had  two  on  at  once,  as  for 
these  handsome  fellows  I  always  use  two  flics.  At 
night  or  dusk,  though,  tho  perch  leave  a  fly,  just 
as  I  say  bream  do.  Tackle  must  be  fine  tempered 
with  strength. 

Pike. 

I  must  confess  I  have  never  fished  for  him  with  a 
fly,  though  most  angling  books  speak  of  his  liking 
something  extraordinary  and  about  as  big  as  a 
quail.  Throwing  such  a  thing  with  a  stiff  rod  is 
not  fly-fishing. 

Roach  and  Rudd. 

Thesa  will  also  take  small  flies  lead-headed.  Of 
course,  the  finest  tackle  is  needed,  and  one  must 
throw  well  away  from  where  one  supposes  the 
quari-y  to  be,  gradually  bringing  one's  flies  (for  these 
fish  ono  may  u.se  three  quite  well)  over  the  .?pot. 
Vcrj'  small  flies  are  needed,  and  I  found  a  Black 
Gnat  always  very  killing.  Sunny  weather  is  the 
time,  but  not  hot.  Mora  than  once  in  late  winter  I 
have  basketed  both  roach  and  rudd  with  flies  when 
the  sun  has  shone  brightly  for  a  few  hours. 

Jly  experience  is  that  flying  for  all  the  above  one 
usually  gets  larger  fish  in  proportion,  in  comparison 
•with  the  takes  of  the  bottom  fisher,  even  if  one  does 
not  get  such  numljers.  One  of  its  recommendations 
is  that  it  can  usually  be  practised  in  the  hot  hours 
when  the  bottom  fisher  looks  more  often  at  his 
watch  and  pipe  than  at  his  float. 

Of  dace  I  do  not  speak,  as  I  consider  he  is  a 
genuine  fly- taker  and  not  an  "  outsider."  Carp  I 
have  never  taken  with  a  fly,  nor  do  I  think  it  likely. 
I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  if  anyone  else  has,  and 
how  and  when,  as  perhaps  it  might  be  able  to  add 
his  name  to  those  "  •without  the  pale." 


GEAYLING  IN  THE  SWALE. 

Mention  of  grayling  in  the  Swale  reminds  me  of 
an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Christmas  Number 
of  the  Fishing  GazHte,  contributed  by  "  Brown  Owl." 
The  writer  describes  very  graphically  how  grayling 
after  grayling  come  to  the  net  in  Upper  Swaledale, 
and  one  would  naturally  be  led  to  think  that  the 
River  Swale  above  Richmond  must  be  a  typical 
grayling  stream.  Lest  there  should  be  a  rush,  let 
me  say  that  this  is  not  the  fact.  I  recently  met 
an  old  angler  who  has  regularly  fished  the  water 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  who  has  still  to  catch 
his  first  grayling  above  Richmond.  There  are 
many  who  have  visited  Swaledale  for  several  years 
on  fishing  bent,  but  who  have  never  caught  any- 
thing but  trout  above  Richmond  Fosse.  It  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  a  rod  is  seldom  seen  on  the  water 
after  the  trout  season,  and  it  may  bo  that  if 
diligently  sought  grayling  could  be  found.  But  I 
have  never  heard  of  a  single  capture  before  reading 
the  article  in  question.  Below  Richmond  it  is 
quite  another  thing,  grayling  are  strongly  in 
evidence' right  "do-n-n  to  Ainderby. — J.  N.  Green, 
in  Leeds  Saturday  Journal. 

["  Bro^wn  Owl  "  is  obliged  to  admit  that  they 
were  phantom  grayling,  the  result  of  a  dream. — Ed.] 


Somewhat'  Mixed.— A  young  man  who  was 
about  to  be  married  was  very  nervous,  and,  while 
asking  for  information- as  to  how  he  must  act,  put 
the  question  :  "  Is  it  kisstomary  to  cuss  the  bride  ?  " 
— Brooklyn  Life. 
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FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FLSHERY,  EXEBRIDGE, 
TIVERTON, 


Extracts  from  the  Report  fob  the  Season 
1905-6. 

Since  issuing  last  season's  price  list  this  fisheiy 
has  been  again  enlarged,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
there  are  in  course  of  construction  four  new  ponds 
for  two-year-old  trout  and  five  for  yearlings. 


the  food  supply,  as  these  fish  are  heavy  feeders. 
When  necessary,  suitable  water  plants  and  insects 
should  be  introduced,  of  the  latter  the  common 
water-snail  {Lininea  peregra)  is  especially  useful  as 
a  trout  food. 

Yearlings  are  the  most  generally  useful  size  for 
stocking  purposes,  or  two-year-olds  where  predatory 
fish  are  present,  or  when  sport  is  required  in  the 
least  possible  time.  Yearlings  are  delivered  from 
October  to  April,  two-yaar-olds  during  the  winter 
months.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  orders  be 
placed  early. 


The  Water  Supply  and  Intake,  Exe  Valley  Fishery. 


Owing  to  the  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water,  the 
larger  quantity  of  natural  food  grown  in  the  ponds, 
and  the  care  exercised  in  the  amount  and  quality 
of  the  artificial  food  used,  all  trout  sent  out  are 
healthy,  vigorous  fish,  and  in  good  condition. 

I  frequently  hear  from  purchasers  of  the  extra- 
ordinarily rapid  gro-vvth  of  my  fish,  after  being  turned 
out  into  new  water.    This  I  attribute  to  the  coldness 


If  not  required  or  ready  for  delivery  at  once,  th® 
fish  can  be  reserved.  Orders  being  executed  in 
rotation,  early  orders  secure  the  best  fish.  Trout 
travel  better  and  the  cost  of  carriage  by  rail  is  much 
less  if  sent  during  cold  weather.  When  possible, 
I  am  always  pleased  to  inspect  waters  to  advise  as 
to  their  stocking  and  improvement,  and  to  design 
or  supply  suitable  screens  for  pond  outlets,  streams, 


Fry  and  Yearling  Ponds,  Exe  Valley  Fishery. 


in  winter  of  the  water  in  which  they  have  been 
reared,  so  that  when  turned  into  streams  or  ponds 
where  the  water  is  of  poor  quality  and  natural  food 
scarce,  they  are  not  chjcked  in  growth  ;  whilst  if 
t  limed  into  richer  waters  their  rapid  growth  is  ofU!n 
nry>rising.  For  stocking  streams  and  rivers  brown 
trout  are  recommended.  For  ponds,  reservoirs,  or 
iencvA  streams,  rainbow  or  Loch  Leven  trout  will 
usually  give  the  best  and  quickest  results. 

Before  sto<;king  any  water  with  rainbow  trout,  it 
iH  essential  to  guard  all  outlets  with  properly  con- 
tracted screens.    Attention  should  also  be  given  to 


etc.  I  am  always  pleased  to  meet  intending  pur 
chasers  at  the  fishery  by  arrangement,  where  the 
fish  may  be  seen  before  purchase. 

Theo.  F.  Tracy. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SCOTCH 

SALMON  ANGLING  SEASON. 

By  the  time  this  is  in  print  the  first  of  the  Scotch 
salmon  rivers  will  have  thrown  off  the  legal  fetters 
of  the  close  season,  and  on  Monday,  Jan.  15,  the 
Tay,  Loch  Tay,  Teith,  and  some  far  n(jrth  streams 
will  commence  operations  for  another  season. 
However,  it  will  bo  Feb.  11  before  the  bulk  o£ 
Scotch  waters— some  eighty  in  number,  including  the 
Dee,  Don,  Spey,  etc.— are  freed  of  their  legal  close 
time,  when  both  angling  and  nettmg  operations 
begin.  The  latest  batch  of  rivers  follow  m  due 
course,  including  the  North  and  South  Esks,  Ythan, 
Ugie,  and  some  Solway  streams,  etc. 

The  sea-trout  season  opens  simultaneously  with 
the  salmon  season,  but  the  brown  trout  season,  all 
over  Scotland,  remains  closed  till  March  1. 

Up  till  now  everything  has  been  favourable  for  an 
early  start— fresh  spring  fish  of  the  first  order  have 
been  running  the  Dee,  Spey,  Tay,  and  other  early 
rivers  for  weeks  past— there  has  been  abundance  of 
fine  drawing  waters,  and  an  almost  painful  absence 
of  anything  like  the  usual  wintry  or  Arctic  conditions 
that  one  would  rather  see  earlier  than  later  on.  If 
the  season  be  a  somewhat  premature  one,  it  will 
also  be  a  certain  one  for  the  early  sprmg  angler, 
and— come  what  may  now— there  will  be  abundance 
of  fish,  to  the  chagrin  of  the  netsman,  in  the  middle 
pools,  if  not  farther  inland  as  well. 

As  far  as  the  prospects  on  the  Dee  are  concerned 
(and  what  applies  to  it  applies  with  equal  force  to 
all  similar  streams),  of  which  I  have  a  personal 
knowledge,  spring  fish  are  already  in  the  vicinity 
of  Potarch,  and  will  be  found  plentifully  enough  at 
Aboyne,  if  not  in  the  Cambus  O'May  and  Glentana 
waters,  by  the  time  the  opening  day  comes  round. 
This  is  only  the  case  in  exceptionally  early  seasons 
such  as  the  present  is  provmg  itself  to  be. 

The  severe  winter  predicted  has  not  yet  come. 
Instead  of  that  the  trees  are  already  beginning  to 
bud— much  too  soon  to  be  pleasant— birds  are  on 
every  hand  filling  the  air  with  song,  as  if  sprmg  had 
really  come.  This  may  be  all  changed  in  a  single 
round  of  the  clock,  and  it  would  only  be  in  keeping 
with  the  vagaries  of  this  uncertain  climate,  especially 
of  late  years,  if  some  such  change  should  come.  It 
would  not  be  an  unwelcome  change  if  it  really  did 
come,  and  thus  prevent  the  main  run  of  the  fish 
being  entirely  lost  to  the  rods  on  the  lower  beats. 

Since  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  there  has>een 
a  brisk  demand  for  angling  waters  on  the  Dee,  and 
already  nearly  every  section  is  well  let  up  for  the 
two  openmg  months  of  February  and  March,  showing 
that  there  will  be  a  rush  of  anglers  tito  the  north. 

With  the  fine  open  winter  the  undesirable  kelt 
has  had  the  best  of  chances  of  migrating  seawards  ; 
and  altogether,  with  fair  average  weather  conditions, 
there  will  be  abundance  of  sport  from  the  start 
onwards.   ^" 

HOW  FISH  FIND  THEIR  WAY  IN 
THE  WATEE. 


"  Bk.iabbers,"  said  the  Mick,  "'tis  th'  foine 
shtacks  av  wages  thbt  Ryan  is  makin'  these  days." 
"  Phat's  he  doiu'  ?  "  asked  Corrigan.  "  Shure,  he's 
janitor  av  a  Ixirik  by  day,  an'  noightwatchman 
av  a  risidince  by  noight."  "But  phin  does  he 
slape?"  "Ain't  Oi  jist  afther  sayin'  thot  he's  a 
noightwatchman  ?  " 


{Continued  from  page  10.) 
Trout,  if  removed  from  their  habitats  and 
dropped  in  any  parts  of  the  lake,  will  speedily 
return  home  ;  of  this  I  have  had  abundant  evidence. 
This  is  especially  evinced  during  the  spawning 
season,  when  trout  taken  away  from  a  spawning 
bed  will  return  with  celerity.  A  particularly  thin 
and  slabby  milter  weighing  about  21b.  I  purposely 
experimented  with,  by  carrying  him  off  into  the 
lake  a  mile  before  liberating  him  from  the  towing 
ear,  and  caught  him  at  the  first  place  agam  that 
evening.  I  liberated  him  the  second  time  fully 
three  miles  away,  and  found  him  the  following 
morning  at  the  old  stand.  One  winter,  while 
coming  into  camp,  but  three  miles  away,  and  stop- 
ping for  hmch  by  the  shore  near  a  spawning  bed 
well  known  to  me  for  its  handsoma  and  plump 
trout,  more  beautiful  than  any  in  the  lake  that  I 
have  known  of,  and  which,  until  the  lake  was  raised 
some  10ft.  or  12ft.,  were  annually  there,  I  caught 
half  a  dozen  trout  from  this  place  and  brought  them 
alive  to  camp  in  a  box  of  water  drawn  on  a  hand 
sled  ;  their  escape  that  night  from  a  sunken  car 
at  camp  three  miles  distant  was  accidental  from  a 
loose  slat ;  the  next  day  I  visited  the  first  place, 
which  I  yearly  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  ;  it  was 
in  the  latter  part  of  December,  and  there  was  some 
6in.  of  blue  ice,  with  a  few  inches  of  snow  above  it. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  somo  families  of  trout 
inhabit  the  spawning  bods  into  January,  and  others 
commence  spawning  as  early  even  as  August,  and 
possibly  earlier.  The  water  at  this  spawning  bod 
was  scarcely  3ft.  deep  below  the  ice,  where  some 
feeble  springs  emitted  a  slight  current  ;  the  bed 
was  bright  with  white  pebbles  and  sand,  and  a 
siiort  time  after  opening  a  hole  through  the  ice  I 
watched  the  beautiful  trout  below  returning  after 
tiie  disturbance,  reclining  upon  a  blanket  with  my 
licad  covered  over  by  another,  so  I  could  readily 
observe  the  life  below. 

Trout,  howover  much  disturbed  at  a'spawning 
bed,  and  however  thoroughly  driven  away,  will  in 
a  few  moments  return  again.  I  recognised  three 
of  (he  trout  which  had  escaped  the  night  befoie. 
wiiich  had  returned  in  the  night,  fully  three  miles 
beneath  the  ice  and  snow  ;  they  were  distinctly 
marked  in  the  following  manner :  The  day  before, 
when  we  halted  for  lunch,  1  had  no  tackle  ;  Mr. 
Lawson  Valentine,  of  New  York,  foimd  he  had  in 
his  valise  half  a  dozen  small  hooks  attacl\pd  to 
light  guts  with  red  silk.  With  twine  for  line  and 
meat  for  bait,  the  six  trout  were  caught,  no  hooks 
were  lost,  but  three  broke  oif  by  the  weak  guts  after 
the  trout  were  on  the  ice,  by  th<!ir  flopping  about, 
and  were  left  in  the  mouth  of  the  trout  to  bo  after 
disengaged.  I  recaught  two  of  these  trout  without 
difficulty. 

One  may  wonder  at  the  quick  return  of  these  trout 
beneath  the  ice  in  the  dark  of  the  night,  but  it  was 
comparatively  simple,  'l^he  general  movements  of 
the  Salmo  family  occur  in  the  night,  as  in  ascending 
streams,  however  tortuous  or  difficult,  lying  by  in 
the  daytime.  Their  feeding  also  is  done  principally 
after  dark,  when  they  .are  more  daring  and  i)re- 
datory,  and  they  do  not  assume  their  full  night 
vigorousness  in  the  dusky  twilight,  nor  by  moon- 
light, but  in  the  darker  hours,  when  their  boldness 
is  conspicuous,  and  will  take  the  fly  of  sombre  colour 
in  preference  to  one  of  white.  I  have  wondered 
with  their  night  adaptiveness  of  sight  how  little  their 
day  shyness  is  indicated,  when  I  have  frequently 
had  them  in  pursuit  of  small  fish,  dash  up  within 
hand  reach  on  flat  rocks  or  the  sandy  beach  where 
I  have  been  sitting. 

The  lake  water  appears  uniform  as  does  the  sea 
to  the  casual  observer,  but  there  is  a  varying  quality, 
and  many  currents  in  both.  These  qualities  are  not 
apparent  to  our  coarser  senses  excepting  in  a  verj' 
ordinary  way,  but  the  respiratory  organs  of  the  fish, 
the  gills,  etc.,  nuiy  be  keenly  sensitive  to  conditions 
of  temperature  and  water  admixtures,  even  as  our 
sense  of  smell  detects  the  faint  odour  of  smoke  in 
the  country  fieftls  or  forest.  The  different  quali- 
ties of  water  in  this  lake  of  six  miles  in  length  which 
I  am  now  looking  out  upon  are  quite  apparent  to 
my  taste,  and  I  have  often  remarked  the  odour  in 
drinking  water  from  the  sheltered  coves,  arising 
from  vegetable  matter  ;  also  in  that  taken  from  a 
40ft.  or  50ft.  depth. 

Every  stream  or  rivulet  which  empties  into  the 
lake  has  a  distinctive  taste,  apart  from  the  others, 
stamped  and  impregnated  with  the  quality  of  the 
ground  and  foliage  through  M'hich  it  makes  way. 

The  ice  indicates  perceptible  to  the  eye  the 
prominent  instances  in  this  respect ;  currents  imper- 
ceptible to  the  eye  are  constantly  moving  in  various 
directions,  and  are  the  directing  signboards  for  the 
fish. 

The  trout  liberated  from  the  car  mentioned 
striking  out  into  the  lake  followed  the  currents 
familiar  to  them  in  their  flowing  to  their  accustomed 
haunts  without  difficulty. 

Fishing  frequently  on  the  Pacific  California  coast 
in  1892,  off  the  Santa  Cruz,  Monterey  and  Carmillo 
bays,  where  I  made  forty  excursions  with  fresh  fish 
bait  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  I  caught 
some  hundreds  of  salmon  by  trolling  with  a  light 
steel  rod  and  000ft.  of  line.  I  observed  the  following 
features  :  That  as  schools  of  salmon  comprising 
many  thousands  came  in  from  deep  water  following 
up  the  anchovies,  sardines,  and  squid,  which  came 
in  for  spawning,  they  would  at  certain  periods, 
mostly  all,  disappear,  to  be  followed  after  a  lull  by 
other  schools.  I  observed  that  the  salmon  would 
disappear  a  few  days  after  a  rise  of  water  from 
either  the  San  Joaquin  or  Sacramento  rivers, 
emptying  in  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  giving  abun- 
dant salmon  for  the  seining  and  canning  works  upon 
the  banks  of  the  latter.  By  the  San  Francisco 
papers  the  noting  of  the  salmon  arrivals  would  be 
four  or  five  days  after  their  disappearance  from 
the  Monterey  waters. 

The  Japanese  current  known  as  the  Kuro  Siwo, 


the  great  current  stream  from  the  Yellow  Sea,  corre- 
sponding with  the  American  Gulf  Stream,  pursues 
its  way  across  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  California 
coast,  regulating  the  climate  from  California  to 
Alaska  as  does  the  American  Gulf  Stream  that  of 
England,  France,  and  Iceland,  pursues  its  way  north 
some  300  or  400  miles  west  of  California  imtil  it 
reaches  the  long  extending  loop  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands,  which  ends  but  a  few  hundred  miles  from 
the  Asiatic  coast.  This  loop  of  islands  diverts  the 
Japanese  currents  inland  and  the  stream  curves  in 
its  route  until  it  proceeds  south  along  the  Washing- 
ton, Oregon  and  California  coasts,  and  the  remark- 
able feature  is  jiresented  of  two  mighty  streams  but 
slightly  apart,  proceeding  in  opposite  directions 
in  greater  volume  than  all  the  combined  land  rivers 
of  the  world  could  exhibit  if  united  in  one  body. 

The  speed  of  this  mighty  current  south  opposite 
the  outlet  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  is  estimated 
at  between  30  and  40  miles  per  day  of  twenty-four 
hours.  In  this  current  pours  the  brackish  and  roiled 
waters  of  the  bay. 

The  fresh  water  combining  with  the  salt  is  quickly 
detected  by  the  salmon  a  hundred  miles  below, 
aritl  a  general  exodus  of  the  salmon  takes  place, 
leaving  but  a  few  stragglers  remaining. 

In  three  or  four  days  after  their  departure  the 
canners  on  the  Sacramento  river  are  abundantly 
supplied  bj'  seiners. 

shortly  afterwards  a  fresh  school  came  in  which 
departed  as  those  before  after  a  few  days,  following  a 
fresh  rise  of  the  river  waters,  and  appeared  as  in  the 
first  instance  a  few  days  after  their  departure  at 
the  usual  seining  localities.  These  instances  occur- 
ring several  times  during  my  fishing  period  plainly 
indicated  to  me  the  result  of  the  river  freshets.  No 
mistake  could  occur  in  the  identity  of  the  particular 
schools  in  disappearing  from  the  Monterey  waters 
and  appearing  at  the  Sacramento  river,  as  the  same 
class  of  salmon  known  as  the  king  or  chinook, 
although  inhabiting  the  Columbia  river  several 
hundred  miles  north  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco, 
average  about  221b.  in  Aveight,  while  those  of  the 
Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  rivers  average  almost 
exivctly  171b.,  as  shown  by  the  average  weights 
taken  at  each  locality. 

No  salmon-ascending  rivers  existing  between  the 
two  mentioned  points  would  clearly  indicate  the 
identity  of  the  Monterey  and  Sacramento  river 
class.  So  on  the  salmon  of  the  Pacific  coast  go  to 
their  spawning  grounds  never  to  return  to  the 
refreshing  sea  again,  or  if  by  chance  a  few  should 
be  able  to,  their  bruised  condition  and  totally 
impaired  digestive  organs  result  in  but  a  brief 
existence.  No  authentic  instance  is  known  of  a 
river  salmon's  survival  on  the  Pacific  coast.  If  any 
had  been  taken  they  would  show  their  identity  by 
their  disfigured  appearance,  which  has  never  been 
observed. 

In  the  banner  year  of  1902,  15,000,000  salmon 
were  canned  on  the  coast  ;  yet  no  serious  diminution 
in  numbers  has  occurred,  nor  have  the  results  of 
conducted  hatcheries  sho'WTi  great  success,  despite 
the  general  opinion  to  the  contrary.  Therefore  the 
great  mass  of  salmon  regularly  taken  may  be 
assumed  to  be  the  progeny  of  those  who  sacrificed 
their  lives  for  successors. 

That  electrical  elements  are  prominent  features 
in  the  denizens  of  the  sea  and  fresh-water  bodies 
is  clearly  apparent  and  of  undoubted  efficient 
service,  and  may  be  a  part  of  that  element  I  have 
designated  as  scent,  as  a  general  sense  which  gives 
perceptiveness  of  fresh  water  in  the  sea,  or  of 
minerals  and  ea"th  in  solution  from  magnetic 
qualities.  This  electric  quality,  or  whatever  we 
may  choose  to  call  it,  we  observe  in  freshly-caught 
fish  which  curl  up  and  break  in  cooking,  giv^ing  a 
feature  not  apparent  when  fish  have  been  kept  a 
day  or  two. 

Eels  display  this  element  prominently,  and  also 
the  bullhead  or  horn  pout.  The  marine  mammals 
may  receive  large  benefits  from  it  in  their  long 
passages  in  the  sea. 

I  am  reminded  of  an  accoimt  related  to  me  by  an 
English  friend  of  a  pet  seal  owned  by  some  one  he 
knew,  who  kept  a  lighthouse  on  the  coast  of  England, 
which,  captured  when  a  cub,  was  domesticated  with 
the  family,  being  fed  and  allowed  the  range  of  the 
kitchen  on  thq  ground  floor,  to  which  the  seal  had 
ready  access.  This  seal  would  make  its  way  daily 
down  to  the  water  and  pass  many  hours  in  the 
element,  securing  more  or  less  food,  but  always 
returned  to  its  place  in  the  kitchen  at  night.  Blind- 
ness finally  came  on  with  age  to  the  seal,  but  it  con- 
tinued its  journeys  to  the  sea,  and  returned  home 


as  regularly  as  before.  Complete  blindness  finally 
came  to  the  seal,  and  fully  fed  by  the  household,  its 
visits  to  the  sea  became  less  frequent.  Ah  old  ago 
came  on,  it  caused  annoyance  by  its  peculiar  cry 
for  food,  and  lessened  ability  to  get  about,  so  much 
so  that  the  fam'ly  accounted  it  something  of  a 
nuisance,  and  not  wishing  to  kill  it,  arranged  with 
a  fisherman  to  carry  it  well  off  some  twenty  miles 
away  and  di-op  it  in  the  sea,  expecting  it  would 
naturally  die  in  that  element.  But  it  appeared  the 
second  day  after  at  its  accustomed  place.  Another 
ellort  was  made  to  get  rid  of  it  by  arranging  with  a 
sailing  vessel  to  take  it  several  hundred  miles  out 
to  sea  and  then  drop  it  in.  This  was  done,  and  a 
number  of  days  passed  away  without  the  seal. 
Six  or  seven  days  after,  during  the  night,  the  kitchen- 
maid,  who  slept  adjoining  the  kitchen  entrance, 
fancied  she  heard  the  plaintive  call  of  the  seal  at 
the  kitchen  door,  but  being  of  a  superstitious 
cast,  and  believing  the  call  was  from  the  Banshee, 
or  bad  spirit,  cov(!red  her  head  beneath  the  bed- 
clothes. In  the  morning  the  emaciated  body  of  the 
lifeless  seal  was  found  at  the  kitchen  door.  The 
story  may  be  authentic  or  not,  but  I  do  not  consider 
its  truthfulness  to  have  been  impossible. 

The  vegetable  growth  in  the  water,  kelp,  etc., 
and  currents  were  familiar  to  the  seal,  and  sight 
would  have  been  of  little  aid  to  it  compared  with 
following  the  perceptions  of  its  other  senses. 

Some  naturali.sts  have  expressed  the  belief  that 
fish  find  their  way  to  their  spawning  rivers  or  desired 
localities  in  a  direct  course  by  the  pointing  of 
instinct,  and  that  alone.  This  conclusion  does  not 
seem  to  be  well  evidenced  or  satisfactory. — J. 
Parker  Whitkey  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


THE  SEA-FISHERMAN. 

By  the  late  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 
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(Continued  from  pa^e  6.) 
Ground-Fishing"  GeB.r— continued. 

The  Flying  Trace. — Of  this  there  arc  two  forms, 
namely,  the  first  one  with  two,  the  second  with 
three  hooks,  both  of  which  can  be  used  either  M'ith 
the  angling  rod  or  hand-lines.  For  the  offing 
fi.shing,  professionals  in  most  cases  adhere  to  the 
green  flax  or  hemp  snooding,  for  the  whiting  ground, 
but  plaited  or  twisted  gut  or  gimp  snoods  (the 
latter  more  rarely)  are  prepared  for  the  amateur's 
use.  The  majority  of  sea  anglers  fish  on  the  in- 
shore grounds  for  bottom  fish,  the  outer  grounds 
being  more  rarely  visited,  situated  at  from  four  to 
eight  miles  from  shore,  and  they  mostly  prefer  to 
have  the  trace  of  single  salmon  gut,  some  using 
two,  others  three  hooks,  sometimes  even  four.  In 
the  three-hook  flying  trace,  the  only  part  necessary 
for  the  sea  angler's  work  is  the  "  snood,"  as  far  as  and 
including  the  swivel.  That  part  to  which  the  hooks 
are  attached  is  in  effect  a  collar,  and  the  portion 
between  it  and  the  swivel  should  be  of  double 
twisted  gut  of  one  link  length.  Supposing  the 
single  gut  to  be  about  3ft.  length  and  the  double 
1ft.,  with  the  swivel  the  length  will  be  about  4ft., 
which  for  fishing  at  bottom  is  quite  sufficient,  near 
shore  ;  the  line  itself  may  be  attached  to  the  swivel 
without  intervention  of  any  more  gut,  which  will 
not  increase  the  aggregate  take,  but  only  involve 
loss  to  a  greater  extent  of  this  expensive  material 
when  fouling  the  bottom.  A  brass  swivel  of  an 
inch  in  length  is  large  enough,  having  eyes  of  a 
convenient  size  for  attaching  the  line.  The  lead 
may  either  be  a  boat-shaped  or  the  "Archer- 
Jardine,"  and  may  be  attached  to  the  line  4ft. 
to  5ft.  above  the  lowest  hook.  The  advantage 
of  this  length  from  hooks  to  lead  is  that  as  the 
lead  is  so  often  placed  on  the  side  seat  of  the 
boat  whilst  taking  off  the  fish  and  re-baiting, 
should  it  happen  to  roll  or  be  thrown  off,  it  will 
reach  the  boat's  floor  before  any  pull  comes  on  the 
hooks.  The  paternoster  trace  having  the  lead  at 
the  bottom  of  the  trace,  pulls  immediately  on  the 
hooks  if  it  be  thrown  off  the  seat,  which  is  its 
weak  point,  and  may  hook  the  fisherman's  fingers. 
In  most  cases  sea-anglers  have  a  boatman  attendant 
who  unhooks  the  fish  and  rebaits  the  hooks,  conse- 
quently the  sea-angler  avoids  the  risk  of  getting 
hooked  as  well  as  any  disagreeables  in  connection 
with  natural  sea-baits,  such  as  lug^vorms,  etc. 
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The  Casting  or  Moulding  of  Lead  Sinkers, 
etc. — When  the  first  edition  of  this  work  appeared, 
there  -vrere  but  few  tackle  makers  who  cast  leads  and 
provided  outfits  of  sea-fishing  gear,  except  those 
old-established  firms  who  for  a  long  period  have 
given  their  attention  to  the  subject  at  Plymouth, 
et<;.  The  trade  for  some  years,  however,  has  been 
compelled  to  give  attention  to  sea  gear,  so  many 
customers  having  taken  up  sea  fishing.  Formerly, 
amateurs  made  their  own  outfit  or  sent  to  Ply- 
mouth, etc.,  for  their  gear,  either  of  which  they  can 
still  do  or  not,  as  they  may  think  fit ;  as,  however, 
many  of  my  readers  doubtless  reside  at  great 
distances  from  any  place  M'here  mounted  gear  can 
be  purchased,  and  many  others  will  choose  to  amuse 
themselves  by  making  their  outfit  themselves,  I 
have  thought  it  wise  to  include  the  descriptions  and 
illustrations  of  leads,  lines,  etc. ,  as  in  previous  editions 
of  this  book,  with  any  additions  or  improvements  I 
have  collected  during  my  lifelong  experience. 
Had  I  omitted  any  of  this  matter  or  illustrations  this 
book  would  not  have  realised  its  promise  in  the 
title  page,  as  "  Including  the  chief  methods  of 
hook  and  line  fishing  in  the  British  and  other  seas," 
which  I  desired  should  be  the  case. 

Cigar-Shaped  Sinkers. — This  type  of  lead  vary- 
ing in  proportion  of  length  to  thickness  from  a  cigar 
to  that  of  a  nim-buoy,  or  two  cones  joined  at  the 
base,  as  exemplified  in  the  sand-eel  basket,  or  courge, 
on  p.  415,  Dec.  9,  1905.  It  seems  to  be  of  very 
ancient  date,  for  a  deceased  naval  friend  showed 
me  one  he  had  brought  from  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands,  and  an  illustration  of  this  form  of  lead 
appears  in  the  work  of  ]Mr.  Walter  Brabazon, 
"  Deep  Sea  Fishing  of  the  Coast  of  Ireland " 
(Dublin,  J.  McGlashan,  21,  D'Olier-street,  1848), 
illustration  5,  p.  58,  of  that  work.  It  is  sho\\Ti  in  a 
bent  form,  having  a  knob  at  each  end,  to  secure 
the  hitches  of  the  line  passed  over  the  ends.  This 
class  of  lead  has  been  used  at  Plj-mouth  for  many 
years  for  mackerel  imder  sail,  pollack  from  small 
pulling  boats,  and  even  for  ground  fishing  in  Ply- 
mouth Sound,  from  4oz.  or  5oz.  up  to  21b.  or  31b. 
weight,  according  to  requirements.  The  Plymouth 
pattern  has  always  been  so  thick  in  proportion  to 
length  that  it  is  not  possible  to  bend  it:  the  bend 
is,  however,  a  decided  advantage  in  ground  fishing, 
as  it  effectually  prevents  the  rolling  of  the  lead 
and  falling  off  the  seats  of  the  boat,  on  which  leads 
are  constantly  placed  whilst  xmhooking  fish  and 
renewing  the  bait.  A  stock,  ganging,  or  boom, 
of  stiff  fishing  line,  u.suaUy  in  four  parts,  or  a  piece 
of  brass  wire  projects  from  both  ends  for  attach- 
ment of  line  and  trace,  and  also  to  hinder  the  line 
and  trace  becoming  entangled,  which  constantly 
occurs  without  this  arrangement  in  most  forms  of 
smker,  but  least  in  those  of  cigar-like  or  boat  forms. 
The  objection  to  the  long  form  of  the  cigar-shaped 
sinker  is  that  when  used  in  motion  and  towed  fast 
from  a  boat  under  sail,  it  in  common  with  all 
sinkers  of  elongated  form  jumps  and  sheers  un- 
pleasantly, a  shorter  form  should,  however,  be 
preferred  as  previously  suggested,  and  from  experi- 
ments in  mackerel  leads  the  author  recommends 
the  length  of  three  diameters,  as  a  u.seful  proportion 
for  steatdy  towage  under  sail.  The  greatest  improve- 
ment in  cigar-shaped  or  taper-ended  leads  is  the 
arrangement  of  the  "  Archer-Jardme  "  Non-slipping 
Leads,  emanating  from  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  and  worked 
out  and  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons, 
Redditch.  Illustrations  and  a  description  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  4,  1894,  from  which 
I  cull  the  following  extract.  They  were  intended 
to  be  used  in  fresh-water  angling,  but  are  also 
equally  applicable  to  sea-angling  or  hand-lining: 

"The  new  ' Archer-Jardine'  Registered 
Non-Slipping"  Leads. 

"  We  have  received  for  notice  some  samples  of  new 
leads  for  fishing  purposes,  the  idea  emanating  from 
that  well-kno-WTi  angler,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  and 
worked  out,  registered  and  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
W.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  of  the  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch. 
From  the  illustrations  we  give,  it  will  be  seen  that 
these  leads  are  intended  for  either  salmon,  trout,  or 
pike  fishing.  They  are  also  equally  applicable  for 
sea  fishing  with  rods  or  hand-lines  ;  and  they  are 
made  in  all  sizes  and  weights  from  Joz.  up  to  2oz. 
and  3oz.  Being  '  chased '  in  a  spiral  groove, 
round  which  the  line  or  trace  is  wound,  they  cannot 
slip  or  Vxjcome  detached  ;  they  can  be  placed  on 
any  part  of  the  line  or  trace,  instantly  removed  if 
necessary,  and  replaced  at  any  distance  nearer  to 
or  farther  away  from  the  bait.    When  sea  fishing 
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in  tideways  from  a  boat  or  rocks,  the  angler  can 
attach  any  number  of  these  leads  to  suit  the  varying 
strengths  of  tides  or  currents.  Mr.  Jardine  has 
used  them  with  great  success  when  '  spinning  '  and 
'  live-baiting '  for  trout  and  pike  ;  also  when  fishing 
for  bass,  pollack,  whiting,  and  other  sea  fish.  We 
believe  the  new  '  Archer-Jardine  '  registered  leads 
will  be  largely  used  by  fresh- water  and  sea  anglers. 
For  spinning,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration, 
the  leads  can  be  readily  bent,  and  this  will  prevent 
kinking  in  the  line." 

The  Archer- Jardine "  Detachable  Non- 
Slipping  Leads. — Under  the  above  title  the  cigar 
form  of  sinker  has  been  clothed  with  a  new  principle 
in  the  shape  of  a  spiral  groove  chased  out  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  lead  by  machinery.  They  are  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  Redditch, 
can  be  instantly  attached  to,  or  removed  from,  the 
line  or  snood,  according  to  weight  required  by  tidal 
currents,  and  can  be  bent  to  prevent  rolling  off  the 
seats  of  a  boat  when  used  at  sea  for  ground  fishing, 
but  should  not  be  bent  for  use  in  towing  after  a 
boat,  as  this  increases  ^e  tendency  to  jump  and 
sheer,  common  to  all  leads  of  elongated  form.  The 
sinker  is  attached  to  either  the  line  or  snood  by 
winding  it  into  the  corkscrewlike  curl  at  one  end, 
and  then  round  the  length  of  the  lead  in  the  chase 
or  spiral  groove  through  the  second  corkscrewlike 
curl  of  brass  wire  at  the  other,  the  grip  of  the  line 
in  the  chase,  and  the*curled  wires  at  the  ends, 
rendering  the  attachment  secure.  The  detachment 
for  changing  a  lighter  for  a  heavier  lead  or  vice  versa 
is  performed  with  equal  facility.  Those  of  2|oz., 
5oz.,  and  lOoz.  will  be  found  most  useful  for  sea- 
angling,  but  the  principle  is,  of  course,  equally 
applicable  to  leads  of  1  lb.  or  21b.,  or  of  even  greater 
weight  if  desired.  The  corkscrew  curl  attachment 
at  the  lead  ends  was  first  brought  to  my  notice  by 
the  late  Mr.  R.  Brooks,  who  applied  the  principle 
for  me  to  the  silver  spinners,  to  allow  the  substi- 
tution of  a  sound  for  a  broken  hook,  the  hooks 
for  this  attachment  being  provided  with  eyes  of  silk 
line,  known  as  the  Nottingham  bend.  These 
"Archer-Jardine"  detachable  leads  are  registered 
and  can  be  obtained  at  most  London  tackle  ware- 
houses. Two  illustrations  of  these  leads,  both 
straight  and  bent,  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Aug.  4,  1894. 

"The  'Archer-Jardine'  Detachable 
Non-Slipping  Leads. 

"  These  convenient  leads,  which  are  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  of  Redditch,  can  be 
instantly  placed  on  or  taken  off  the  trace  or  line 
in  suitable  quantity  according  to  depth  or  strength  of 
stream,  and  at  any  distanca  from  the  bait,  as 
leads  can  be  easily  placed  on  or  detached  from 
the  trace  by  coiling  the  latter  or  the  line  in  the 
grooves  and  the  wire  coils.  They  are  excellent  in 
large  sizes — 3in.  to  4jin.  long — for  sea  fishing  in 
tideways,  from  boats,  or  from  rocks  and  piers  for 
bass,  pollack,  cod,  whiting,  etc." — Fishing  Gazette, 
Aug.  31,  1895. 

Booms  for  Sea-Ledgering. 

Mr.  E.  Clements  (of  the  Gresham  A.S.)  writes: 
"  I  send  you  a  new  idea  of  mine  in  booms  for  sea- 
ledgering,  and  also  sketches  of  the  same.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  a  foot  or  so  of  strong  line  for  the 
boom  to  work  on  ;  this  line  is  threaded  through 
the  eyelets  of  the  boom,  and  a  swivel  looped  on  to 


each  end.  The  swivels  act  as  stops,  and  tho 
weight  of  the  lead  will  make  tho  boom  stand 
out.  When  a  fish  takes  the  bait,  the  lino  is 
pulled  through  the  eyelets  of  the  boom,  and  the 
faintest  bite  is  distinctly  felt  up  the  main  line.  On 
striking  a  fish  (and  this  I  consider  is  the  chief 
merit  of  tho  tackle)  the  boom  collapses,  thus  giving 
the  angler  a  direct  pull  on  the  fish,  and  also  reducing 
the  risk  of  the  boom  catching  in  weeds,  etc., 
to  a  minimum.  Tho  tackle  has  been  used  with 
success  by  myself  and  several  fellow  clubmen, 
and  I  hope  it  may  be  of  use  to  some  of  your  readers 
who  go  in  for  sea  fishing.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
there  is  a  long  loop  at  the  end  of  the  reel  line,  as 
it  is  advisable  to  have  the  line  double  where  it 
works  through  the  eyelets  of  the  boom.  This  rig 
also  answers  well  for  whiffing  for  bass  and  pollack 
when  rowing  out  to  the  fishing  ground." — Fishing 
Gazette,  Dec.  12,  1896. 

Dip  Leads  are  of  varied  form,  sometimes  of  a 
sugar-loaf  or  true  conical  shape,  and  frequently 
more  elongated,  with  eight  sides  like  a  ship's  hand 
lead  ;  others  like  a  rifle  bullet  of  the  Enfield  make. 

The  Southampton  Big  consists  of  a  sinter, 
1  lb.  in  weight  and  in  form  a  plain  or  octagonal  cone, 
with  a  piece  of  brass  wire  (having  eyes  turned  a,t 

the  ends)  cast  into  its  base.    Size  of  wire  ^  . 

A  loop  of  fine  line  or  snooding  being  worked  into 
the  eye  at  either  end,  the  hook-link  is  attached  in 
the  usual  manner  known  as  the  loop-slip.  A  corre- 
spondent suggests  small  brass  swivels  between  the 
loops  and  hook-links,  to  prevent  the  kinking  of  the 
snoods  ;  this  is  an  excellent  addition  to  the  gear. 
The  hook-links  must  always  be  of  such  a  length 
that  the  two  hooks  when  brought  towards  will  not 
touch  each  other,  and  the  line  having  been  securely 
fastened  to  the  loop  in  the  top,  the  tackle,  with 
the  addition  of  the  bait,  is  complete.  As  soon  as 
the  boat  is  anchored,  the  lead  being  dropped  over- 
board, is  allowed  to  find  the  bottom,  and  then 
raised  a  few  inches  until  a  bite  is  felt,  when  the 
fish  is  to  be  hooked  with  a  slight  jerk,  and  to  be 
drawn  on  board  as  speedily  as  your  tackle  will 
permit,  without  endangering  its  breaking. 

This  kind  of  tackle  will  answer  best  where  the 
depth  is  not  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  fathoms  ;  the 
cross-piece  of  brass  wire  or  whalebone,  however, 
offers  a  very  great  resistance  to  the  passage  of  your 
tackle  through  the  water,  and  the  shortness  of 
your  snooding,  which  cannot  be  more  than  1  Oin.  or 
12in.  long,  the  length  of  the  wire  being  hardly  2ft., 
is  a  great  objection,  particiilarly  if  the  fish  are  shy  ; 
if  the  imited  length  of  your  two  snoods  exceeds  the 
length  of  the  wire  they  will  be  continually  fouling, 
which  is  both  unpleasant  and  unprofitable.  I 
mention  this  form  of  ground-tackle  because  it  has 
been  much  used  at  Southampton,  and  at  other 
localities,  Brighton,  etc.,  where  fishing  for 
ground  fish  is  followed  in  comparatively  shallow 
water.  I  consider  it,  however,  a  very  poor  form 
of  tackle,  both  cumbrous  to  use  and  troublesome 
to  stow,  the  long  wire  or  whalebone  spreader  being 
much  in  the  way,  as  it  is  longer  than  the  reel  can 
accommodate  either  along  the  sides  or  diagonally. 

The  Guernsey  Rig,  for  ground-fishing,  con- 
sists of  a  dip-lead  with  long  snoods,  a  portion  of 
line  known  as  the  sid-strap,  brass  swivel  and  two 
hooks,  the  whole  attached  to  a  Sin.  elder-wood 
revolving  chopstick,  having  one  end  dart-shaped, 
and  the  other  wider  and  flatter  to  admit  of  a  hole 
being  burned  out  with  a  hot  wire.  Ten  inches  of 
the  end  of  the  line  should  be  served  over  with 
waxed  thread  or  tarred  sail-twine,  to  prevent 
chafing,  and  the  piece  of  line  being  put  through  the 
hole,  a  knot  is  made  both  above  and  below  to 
keep  the  chopstick  in  its  place.  A  loop  is  also 
useful  for  bending  or  unbending  the  line.  Some- 
times a  sling  of  stout  upper  leather  is  used  in 
lieu  of  a  piece  of  line.  For  ofiing  fishing  in  twenty 
fathoms  and  upwards,  9ft.  of  sid-strap  and  3ft.  of 
snood  will  be  a  good  length  ;  but  for  whiting,  dab, 
pout,  or  other  ground  fishing  near  the  shore,  both 
snood  and  sid-strap  together  should  not  exceed  5ft. 
in  length.  This  form  of  gear,  fitted  with  snoods, 
swivels,  and  hooks  of  proportionate  strength,  is 
used  in  Guernsey  for  congering.  For  whiting  fishing, 
the  bottom  being  sounded,  haul  up  equal  to  the 
length  of  the  snood  if  the  tide  is  slack,  but  only  just 
clear  of  the  bottom  if  much  current. 

{To  he  continued.) 


It's  not  the  coat  that  makes  the  man,  it's  the 
trousers. 
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EOCK  FISHING. 


A  DAY  WITH  SOME  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
FISH. 


{Continued  from  page  12.) 

Tommy  now  gets  into  a  big  codling,  and  I  go  to 
his  assistance  with  the  net,  and  land  for  him  a  largo 
reddish-brown  fish,  which  may  almost  be  called  a 
cod.  It  probably  weighs  71b.  or  81  b.  A  "red 
rock-cod,"  the  men  would  call  him,  but  except  in 
colour  he  is  just  the  same  as  the  grecnish-grey  fish 
I  fii-st  landed.  These  are,  of  course,  the  young  of 
the  common  cod,  though  they  look  so  different, 
that  many  of  the  fishermen  here,  as  elsewhere,  argue 
that  they  are  a  distinct  species.  On  the  table, 
the  distinction  is  quite  as  marked,  for  the  flesh  of  the 
codling  is  very  inferior  to  that  of  the  older  fish  ;  so 
much  so,  in  fact,  that  it  is  almost  a  shame  to  kill 
them,  and  we  often  return  them  to  the  water  again 
when  landed. 

A  tremendous  yell  from  T.  here  breaks  in  upon 
me,  and  getting  up  to  him  I  find  him  in  a  great 
'state  of  excite  nent,  vnth  the  first  rare  fish  of  the 
day  upon  his  hook — a  noble-looking  sapphirino 
gurnard  (Trigla  hirundo),  of  close  upon  2ft.  in  length, 
and  certainly  he  does  present  a  most  striking 
appearance  in  the  water,  his  huge  fins  standing  out 
all  roimd  him  like  sails  or  wings.  He  is  safely 
landed,  and  duly  admired,  and  the  hook  taken  very 
carefully  out  of  his  large  and  papery  mouth,  and 
T.  carries  him  to  one  of  the  rock  pools  and  lets  him 
go  in  it,  so  that  we  may  further  study  his  move- 
ments in  the  water.  Here,  however,  the  fine  pale 
blue,  seen  on  the  fins  when  out  of  water,  becomes 
rather  obscured,  but  the  light  spots,  and  his  other 
striking  features  are  well  displayed,  and  he  looks 
enormous  as  he  sails  slowly  round  his  little  prison. 
This  fish  is  a  prize  when  he  falls  to  the  lot  of  any- 
body, but  doubly  so  when  his  captor  happens  to 
be  something  of  an  enthusiast.  T.  is  fairly  be- 
witched with  his  beauty,  and  the  idea  once  started, 
he  sets  about  transforming  the  pool  into  a  sort  of 
regular  aquarium.  By  very  careful  handling  a 
weever  is  transferred  to  it,  followed  by  several 
father-lashers,  or  "  sea-devils,"  as  the  fishermen 
term  them,  and  an  armed  bullhead  or  two.  Leaving 
him  at  this  work,  I  now  move  further  down  the 
point  of  reef,  the  tide  being  i.ow  nearly  low,  and 
soon  land  a  beautiful  green  and  blue  and  yellow 
sti'iped  wrasse,  whose  colours  blend  almost  as  har- 
moniously as  do  the  different  hues  of  the  rainbow, 
and  are  nearly  as  diversified.  Here  is  another 
prize  for  T.,  so  I  hail  him,  and  Labrus  macvlatus  is 
carried  oSE  gasping,  to  join  the  gurnard  in  his  pool. 
Before  T.  gets  back  I  have  landed  another  wrasse, 
this  time  a  dark  brown  and  reddish  coloured  fish, 
and  consi  lerably  larger,  nearly  18in.  in  length. 
This,  too,  is  carried  oft  to  the  pool,  and  then  we 
catch  several  others,  all  differing  from  one  another 
in  the  colom-  »nd  disposition  of  their  markings. 

They  all  belong  to  one  species,  however,  the 
ballan  \vrasse,  a  fish  which  is  not  uncommon  on  the 
coast,  living  about  the  rocks  near  low-water  mark. 
They  are  known  to  the  fishermen  as  "  sea-sows"  and 
"  swine,"  and  are  particularly  disliked  by  them, 
owing  to  an  old  superstition  which  still  lingers 
here,  and  which  attaches  to  the  use  of  the  word 
"  pig."  The  animal  itself  they  have  no  objection 
to  keep  and  to  make  use  of.  Probably  the  well- 
known  profitableness  of  "  the  gintleman  that  pays 
the  rint  "  may  have  proved  too  powerful  for  the 
old  faith  to  stand  against.  But,  be  that  as  it  may, 
the  word  pig  has  still  a  sound  of  evil  omen  in  the 
ears  of  all  our  east  coast  fishermen,  and  the  mere 
mention  of  it,  in  casual  conversation  with  a  man  on 
his  way  to  sea,  is  often  enough  to  make  him  turn 
home  again,  and  abandon  his  day's  work.  The  pig 
at  the  cottage  is  always  rigorously  kept  in  the  back- 
ground, and  is  never  referred  to  except  as  "  yon 
thing."  Upon  my  once  remonstrating  with  a 
fisherman  on  the  inconsistency  of  his  aversion  to 
the  name  of  the  animal,  while  without  compimction 
he  was  eating  ics  flesh,  he  very  gravely  replied, 
"  Aye,  sir,  nae  doot ;  but  ham's  ham,  ye  ken,  and 
yon's  a  different  thing  a'thegether  "  ! 

All  the  wrasses  are  known  as  "  sea  swine,"  and 
owing  to  this  superstition  they  arc  very  seldom 
taken  into  the  boats,  or  brought  into  harbour.  If 
one  should  happen  to  b3  upon  a  line,  it  is  shaken 
off,  or  if  that  is  impracticable  the  line  is  sometimes 
cut  rather  than  that  the  objectionable  fish  should 
be  drawn  aboard. 

As  food  the  wrasses  are  held  in  no  estimation, 


for  though  thc}'  feed  chiefly  on  shellfish,  which 
ought  to  make  them  good  eating  one  would  think, 
their  flesh  is  soft  and  unpalat  ible.  Later  in  the 
day  T.  landed  a  smallish  example  of  the  much 
rarer  cook  wrasse  {Labrus  mixtus),  the  three-spotted 
wiasse  of  Couch,  an  orange-red  coloured  fish,  with 
very  conspicuous  black  and  white  spots  along  the 
latter  half  of  the  back,  and  with  which,  of  course, 
he  was  delighted.  The  teeth  of  the  wrasses 'are 
very  curious  and  well  worth  a  little  attention  : 
those  immediately  behind  the  thick,  protruding  lips 
being  strong  and  prominent,  especially  developed 
for  tearing;  the  shellfish  off  the  rocks  ;  while  those 
behind  are  arranged  in  compact,  flat  masses, 
admirably  adapted  for  crushing  up  the  shells. 

A  large  shoal  of  sand-eels  now  appeared,  swimming 
close  to  the  surface,  and  following  the  direction  of 
the  rocks,  and  hard  in  their  M'ake  followed  the 
ubiquitous  pollack  and  coalfish.  The  latter  are 
almost  invariably  termed  "  podlers  "  here,  a  name 
which  often  embraces  the  pollack  ns  well,  though 
"  lythe  "  is  the  more  usual  designation  of  Gadius 
pollarhius  in  most  places.  From  their  prevailing 
colour,  the  very  small  podlers  are  called  "  green 
cod,"  and  when  with  age  they  become  large  and 
dusky  in  hue,  they  are  known  as  "  black  jacks," 
and  "  coal-sey,"  or  "  saithes."  Both  species  are 
voracious  feeders,  and  their  stomachs  are  often 
crammed  with  small  fish,  frequently  with  smolts, 
and  youi:g  salmonidas  of  which  they  consume  large 
numbers,  off  the  mouths  of  all  our  salmon  rivers. 
For  this  reason  they  ought  not  to  be  spared,  and, 
though  their  cuisinic  properties  are  scarcely  8U9h 
as  to  justify  the  carrying  of  many  of  them  home, 
we  levy  such  toll  upon  them  as  we  can,  while  the 
shoal  remains  in  our  neighbourhood,  and  soon  have 
three  or  four  dozen  of  them  flopping  about  on  the 
rock  beside  us,  including  one  big  lythe  of  71b.  or 
81b.,  which  falls  to  T.'s  rod.  When  of  respectable 
dimensions,  they  pull  pretty  hard,  and  give  fair 
sport,  but  most  of  those  we  catch,  on  this  occasion, 
are  not  much  over  a  foot  in  length. 

While  we  are  busy  with  the  podlers,  we  also  land 
two  or  three  more  gurnards  ;  and  then  all  attention 
is  arrested  by  the  arrival  of  a  couple  of  those  curious- 
looking  creatures,  the  garfish  {Belone  vulgaris). 
They  approach  pretty  close  to  us,  and  even  inspect 
our  baits,  but  decline  to  take  dead  food,  so  T. 
mounts  a  sand-eel  (obtained  from  the  interior  of  a 
pollack)  and  tries  spinning.  The  gars  make  several 
runs  at  this,  but  still  refuse  to  seize  it,  and  finally 
they  disappear,  whence  they  came.  They  look 
like  elongated  herrings  in  the  water,  save  for  their 
long  noses,  which  give  them  qmte  a  swordfish 
appearance  ;  but  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to 
persuade  one  to  take  my  bait.  I  have  often  been 
curious  to  see  how  he  would  go  about  swallowing 
it :  whether  he  would  carry  it  off,  like  a  pike, 
between  his  long  jaws,  to  be  gorged  at  his  conveni- 
ence, or  whether  he  would  bolt  it  at  once.  As  they 
are  said  to  be  occasionally  taken  on  lines,  perhaps 
some  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who 
may  chance  to  read  this,  and  who  may  have  caught 
a  garfish,  may  be  good  enough  to  relate  his  experi- 
ence of  them.  Personally,  I  have  never  witnessed 
them  take  food  of  any  kind. 

Three  or  four  sea  bream  {Pagellus  centrodontus) 
next  pay  us  a  visit,  and  after  a  considerable  amoimt 
of  coaxing,  T.  at  length  persuades  one  to  take  his 
sand-eel,  and  though  only  about  a  foot  long  he 
fights  hard,  before  he  is  safely  brought  to  net. 
Locally  these  fish  ar«  always  called  "  bass,"  or 
sometimes  "  salmon  bass,"  when  taken  in  the 
salmon  nets.  The  bass  proper  {Labrax  lupus)  the 
fishermen  distinguish  as  "  pike  bass,"  but  he  is  a 
much  scarcer  fish  on  this  part  of  the  coast.  The 
brilliant  colour  of  the  fish  captured  is  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  transferring  him  to  our  "  aquarium,"  and 
while  T.  is  conveying  him  thither,  I  land  another, 
which  quite  unexpectedly  comes  and  takes  a  bit 
of  herring.  This  proves  a  smaller  specimen,  more 
yellow  than  red  in  colour,  and  his  wanting  the 
dark  thumb-marks  on  either  shoulder,  points  to  his 
being  a  younger  fish  than  the  last.  He,  too,  is 
deposited  in  the  rock  pool  ;  as  also  is  a  monster 
father-lasher,  of  over  a  foot  long,  and  vividly 
marked  with  dark  brown  spots  upon  a  rather  pale 
pinkish  background,  becoming  white  imdemeath. 
Our  Cottus  scorpivs,  as  this  fish  is  called,  does  not 
often  attain  to  this  size,  nor  is  it  often  foimd  of  so 
lively  a  colour,  being  generally  darkish  brown. 
Though  their  heads  are  ugly  enough  to  justify  their 
being  called  "  sea  devils,"  their  fins  are  really 
beautiful  objects,  being  finely  marbled  and  spotted. 
Our  fish  is  said  to  bo  only  a  degenerated  form  of 


the  Greenland  cottus,  where  it  is  recorded  as  reaching 
as  much  as  6ft.  in  length,  and  as  preying  on  such 
large  fish  as  cod,  and  even  salmon.  Certainly  a 
specimen  of  anything  like  that  size  must  be  a 
formidable  looking  creature,  for  even  our  diminutive 
race  do  not  disgrace  the  name  of  "  sea  scorpion," 
which  has  been  bestowed  upon  them.  Our  fisher- 
men call  the  smaller  Cottus  bubalis,  which  is  abun- 
dant in  all  rock  pools,  "  crundies,"  from  the  croaking 
sounds  they  emit  when  handled,  a  peculiarity  which 
is  also  shared  by  C.  scorpiua,  and  is  much  akin  to 
the  noise  made  by  gurnards. 

The  incoming  tide  now  begins  to  drive  us  from 
the  lower  parts  of  the  reef,  so  gathering  up  our  spoils, 
we  make  tracks  for  our  "  aquarium,"  from  which, 
too,  we  shall  soon  be  obUged  to  remove  our  living 
captures,  and  as  our  morning's  work  and  the  sea 
air  have  produced  an  appetite,  we  pipe  to  lunch. 
This  is  discussed  on  the  banks  of  our  rock  pool,  now 
quite  an  interesting  basin,  with  its  many  and 
variously  coloured  inhabitants.  Of  all  these  the 
bream  are  quite  the  most  attractive.  They  and  the 
big  gurnard  hover  about  in  mid-water,  but  most  of 
the  other  fish  remain  stationary  at  the  bottom,  or 
try  to  hide  amongst  the  weeds.  The  wras.?es  and 
the  cottus  are  specially  sulky,  and  will  hardly  be 
prevailed  upon  to  move,  even  when  touched  with 
the  handle  of  the  landing-net.  It  is  wonderful,  too, 
to  note  how  subdued  their  colours  become  under  a 
foot  or  two  of  water.  The  blues  and  greens,  so 
vivid  when  they  are  landed,  are  marvellously  incon- 
spicuous under  water,  but  the  reds  and  yellows  and 
the  white  sides  of  the  gurnard  show  up  well  in  the 
sunshine.  Probably  down  in  their  native  depths 
the  wasses,  for  all  their  bright  colouring,  do  not 
appear  conspicuous  at  all  ;  while  the  darker  reds 
and  browns  of  most  of  the  other  fish  harmonise  well 
with  the  brown  wrack  amongst  which  they  move. 
The  white  bellies  of  the  gurnards,  and  those  fish 
which  swim  near  the  surface,  are  probably  the  best 
protective  colouring  they  can  have  against  enemies 
below,  who  must  look  at  them  against  the  sky 
above. 

So  we  are  musing,  over  a  pipe,  with  great  satis- 
faction to  ourselves,  when  T.  upsets  all  the  protective 
colouring  theory,  by  the  uncalled  for  inquiry : 
"  But  what  about  the  poor  bream  ?  Do  they  live 
continually  amongst  coral  and  red  sea-weed  ?  " 
The  question  is  not  one  that  is  easily  answered  ; 
and  while  I  am  trying  to  hedge  through  "  colour- 
blindness and  the  refraction  of  light,  don't  you 
know,"  an  inspiration  strikes  me,  and  I  escape  any 
direct  reply  at  all  by  drawing  attention  to  the 
extent  the  tide  has  risen  during  the  last  half-hour, 
and  the  necessity  for  looking  out  for  other  and  safer 
quarters  for  the  captives. 

T.  persists  in  keeping  the  gurnard,  and  the  wrasses, 
alive  as  long  as  possible,  and  they  are  accordingly 
transferred  to  another  pool,  close  to  the  bottom  of 
the  clifts  ;  while  rather  reluctantly  we  proceed  to 
knock  the  others  on  the  head  and  stx)w  them  away 
in  our  bags.  The  latter,  as  well  as  our  other 
impedimenta,  are  carried  up  out  of  reach  of  the 
tide,  and  then  we  bethink  us  of  flatfish. 

These  come  in  when  the  tide  is  about  half  full, 
and  follow  it  as  it  rises,  right  up  almost  to  high-water  i 
mark,  no  doubt  finding  food  amongst  the  shrimps, 
and  sandhoppers,  which  congregate  about  heaps  of 
dead  seaweed  and  so  forth.  Our  worms  are  the 
best  bait  for  them,  though  they  will  also  take  bits 
of  crab  and  limpets  ;  the  wool  which  we  brought 
with  us  in  the  morning  now  coming  into  use  for 
binding  the  soft  insides  of  dog-crabs  to  the  hooks. 
Smaller  hooks  than  those  we  have  been  using  are 
also  required  for  "  flatties,"  indeed  an  ordinary 
bait-hook  such  as  we  should  use  for  trout-fishing  is 
almost  as  good  as  anything  else.  T.  chooses  to  go 
further  down  the  rocks,  so  I  take  up  a  position 
twenty  yards  or  so  nearer  the  shore,  where  the' 
water  is  perhaps  eight  or  ten  feet  deep.  Very  soon 
I  see  he  has  hooked  a  fish,  but  he  lifts  out  only  a 
small  eel,  and  while  he  is  engaged  in  a  struggle  with 
that,  a  nice  "  flattie  "  approaches  me.  He  comes 
sailing  along  with  an  easy,  undulating  movement, 
swimming  three  or  four  feet  from  the  bottom, 
evidently  bent  for  shallow  water.  As  he  crosses  the 
dark  weeds,  his  light  grey  back  is  very  conspicuous, 
and  the  large  red  spots  upon  it  proclaim  him  at 
once  to  be  a  plaice.  Place  the  bit  of  yellow  juicy 
crab  in  his  way,  and  he  comes  up  to  it  directly,  and 
takes  it.  He  seems  to  flutter  roimd  the  bait  a 
moment,  the  quicker  undiilating  of  his  fins  gi\ing 
a  very  good  expression  to  his  pleasure  at  meeting 
with  such  early  success  in  his  search  for  diimer. 
Alas  !  that  he  should  be  doomed  to  be  the  victim 
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of  so  cruel  a  delusion.  That  instead  of  making  his 
cwTi  dinner,  he  is  already  on  the  high  road  to  himself 
providing  a  portion  at  least  of  yours.  But  what 
•would  you  ?  "  Spoils  to  the  victor  !  "  It  is  only 
the  same  old  story  ! 

A  sharp  tug,  an  answering  bend  of  the  rod,  a  little 
flickering  play  upon  the  surface,  and  he  is  safely 
lifted  out  upon  the  rock.  For  him  the  days  of 
shrimp  hunting  are  over ;  and  yonder  I  see  T.  has 
just  landed  his  brother.  So  sport  goes  on  for  an 
hour  or  so,  with  varying  success,  by  the  end  of 
which  time  we  have  had  enough,  and  on  gathering 
together  our  spoils,  find  we  have  added  to  our 
morning's  take,  eleven  plaice,  seven  dabs,  two 
flounders,  jvnd  the  eel,  which,  without  reckoning 
the  small  fish  T.  has  netted  from  the  pools,  brings 
our  total  number  of  species  up  to  sixteen,  two  or 
three  of  which  are  decidedly  uncommon  hereabouts, 
and  we  both  agree  that  we  have  had  quite  an 
exceptional  day,  and  have  made  out  an  exceedingly 
good  "  mixed  bag."  Lichen  Grey. 


CONCEENING  EPPING  FOEEST 
PONDS. 


^\'ITHI^^  easy  reach  of  North  London,  and  only 
Is.  5d.  return  fare  from  Liverpool-street  Station, 
Epping  Forest  is  well  patronised  by  anglers,  chiefly 
from  London,  and  is  by  far  the  most  beautiful  of 
London's  numerous  "lungs."  It  contains  deer, 
hares,  rabbits,  foxes,  etc.,  and  irmumerable  wild 
birds,  and  anyone  interested  in  botany,  entomology, 
or  natural  history,  will  here  find  unlimited  scope 
for  study.  At  Chingford  there  is  a  splendid 
public  eighteen-hole  golf  course,  kept  up  at  con- 
siderable expense  by  the  City  Corporation,  while 
pitches  for  cricket,  etc.,  are  allotted  to  clubs  on 
application  to  the  authorities.  Within  its  spacious 
area  of  about  5500  statute  sicres  there  are  several 
ponds  that  have  been  little  interfered  with  by 
man,  and  a  visit  to  theni  will  well  repay  the 
angler,  not  only  on  account  of  the  fish  that  they 
contain,  but  because  they  are  for  the  most  part 
situated  in  the  centre  of  charming  scenery,  and  out 
of  sight  and  soimd  of  motor-cars,  trams,  rail- 
ways, etc. 

The  fishing  in  these  ponds  is  free,  and  I  may  just 
mention  in  passing  that  the  fish  caught  in  them 
can  (unfortunately,  I  think)  be  kept  irrespective  of 
size,  and  as  some  of  them  contain  a  great  number 
of  roach,  etc.,  from  4in.  to  Sin.  in  length,  which  feed 
ravenously  through  the  summer  months,  they  are  a 
perfect  paradise  for  the  young  angler,  or  anyone  who 
is  contented  with  catching  small  fish ;  but  they  also 
contain  fish  to  capture  which  the  expert  need  not 
disdain  to  try  his  skill.  Apart  from  the  ordinary 
close  season  being  enforced,  no  line  must  be  used 
unless  attached  to  a  rod,  and  no  night-lines  or  bank- 
runners  set.  Night  fishermen  are  sometimes 
tempted  to  break  these  rules,  and  both  rangers  and 
local  anglers  seize  and  destroy  all  such  illegal  gear 
they  see  anyone  with,  and  a  good  job  too,  as  there 
is  no  limit  to  number  of  rods.  There  are  occasions 
when  live-baiting  is  not  allowed  on  account  of  the 
ducks,  moorhens,  etc. 

With  respect  to  the  destruction  of  small  fish, 
novices  are  not  half  so  bad  as  the  men  who  catch 
a  great  many,  especially  roach  and  carp  about  4in. 
in  length,  for  purposes  there  is  no  occasion  to 
mention. 

Personally,  I  should  like  to  see  the  City  Corpora- 
tion enforce  a  regulation  standard,  below  which  it 
would  be  illegal  to  retain  these  fish.  Not  only 
would  the  fry  have  a  chance  to  grow  to  a  good 
size,  but  novices,  loafers,  and  others  would  dis- 
continue angling  in  these  ponds,  because  the  only 
fish  they  ever  catch,  try  to  catch,  or  want  to  catch, 
they  would  be  unable  to  keep.  Why  not  allow 
some  of  them,  at  any  rate,  to  be  caught  with  nets 
and  put  in  the  Thames  and  Lea  7 

The  Connaught  PTa^cr.— This  is  the  largest 
lake  in  Epping  Forest,  and  is  a  splendid  sheet  of 
water.  Both  it  and  many  of  its  surroundings  are 
the  work  of  the  landscape  gardener,  who  has 
reproduced  an  excellent  resemblance  to  a  natural 
lake.  It  is  about  fifteen  minutes'  walk  from 
Chingford  Station  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
near  the  Ranger's-road.  and  contains  a  good  stock 
of  fi.'th— numerous  small  bream,  roach,  perch,  and 
gudgeon,  as  well  as  carp  and  bream  of  large  size, 
while  in  the  autumn  of  1904  two  golden  orfe  were 
caught  in  the  lake.  There  is  really  no  telling  what 
•ome  of  these  old  ponds  do  contain,  but  these  two 


handsome  fish,  which  several  anglers  thought  were 
trout,  were  two  of  a  number  that  I  believe  were 
put  in  by  a  Mr.  Buxton,  and  they  were  both 
caught  with  wasp-grubs. 

Tackle. — This  must  be  as  fine  as  possible  for 
this  water,  consistently  with  strength.  A  cast  6ft. 
to  9ft.  in  length  of  3x  drawn  gut,  stained  a  light  blue 
colour,  a  No.  10  or  11  Crystal  hook,  and  a  float  that 
will  carry  a  single  BB  shot  will  answer  admirably. 
A  tackle  of  this  description  is  quite  heavy  enough 
whether  swimming  the  bait  or  float-legering.  It 
being  necessary  to  fish  well  out  a  rod  about  18ft. 
is  best,  but  a  SheflSeld  rod  can  be  used  with  success 
at  times,  casting  as  far  from  the  bank  as  possible. 

Swims. — Although  "  scripers  "  can  be  caught 
almost  anywhere,  the  best  swims  in  the  Connaught 
water  are  around  the  plantation  at  the  lower  end 
and  by  the  rustic  bridge.  During  the  hot  weather 
good  fish  are  at  times  caught  in  the  shallows,  but 
this  does  not  often  occur.  The  depth  at  the  rustic 
bridge  varies  from  3ft.  to  5ft.,  but  it  shoals  ofE 
gradually  to  about  2ft.  or  less  at  the  ujjper  end  of 
the  lake.  Legering  with  a  float  right  out,  similar 
to  th?  method  adopted  at  the  Welsh  Harp  by  many 
anglers,  accounts  for  the  best  bream. 

Baits. — When  they  can  be  procured,  wasp-grubs 
should  always  be  used  here,  but  clean,  freshly-made 
white  paste,  liver  and  fish  gentles,  blood-worms, 
nicely-prepared  small  cubes  of  boiled  potato  (they 
must  be  small)  are  very  killing;  and  bream  take  a 
maiden  lob  on  a  leger  well  at  times.  In  winter 
King's  Natural  Bait  is  a  successful  lure,  while  for 
ground-bait  ordinary  bread  and  bran  kneaded 
rather  loosely,  so  as  to  scatter  when  cast  into  one's 
swim,  is  as  good  as  any,  but  it  should  be  used 
sparingly.  Of  course,  if  it  is  intended  to  be 
squeezed  around  a  bullet,  pear-shaped  lead,  or  two 
or  three  shots  about  fin.  apart  to  cast  well  out,  it 
must  be  made  as  adhesive  as  possible,  in  which 
casa  pollard  should  be  used  instead  of  bran.  I 
say  ground-bait  should  be  used  sparingly  because 
this  water  is  very  heavily  baited  all  through  the 
summer  months;  the  larger  fish  get  well  fed,  and 
consequently  take  a  deal  of  circumventing. 

On  off  or  quiet  days,  those  anglers  who  desire  it 
can  obtain  a  boat  at  the  boat-house  at  a  moderate 
charge,  but  it  varies,  as  much  as  one  shilling  per 
person  per  hour  is  charged  on  high  days  and  holi- 
days. The  best  swims  to  fish  from  a  boat  are  all 
around  the  four  islands,  approaching  where  one  in- 
tends to  fish  with  as  little  disturbance  as  possible. 
From  about  Easter  until  the  first  week  in  October, 
refreshments  can  be  had  at  either  of  the  two 
booths  on  the  bank  (they  are  closed  during  winter), 
and  that  kept  by  Mrs.  Smith  I  can  recommend. 
The  small  stream  that  runs  through  the  Connaught 
Water  is  the  River  Ching,  from  which  no  doubt 
Chingford  derives  its  name,  and  although  impas- 
sable at  certain  periods,  contains  little  or  no  water 
in  the  summer. 

The  Warren  Pond,  Whitehall  Plain,  a  fair-sized, 
picturesque  pool,  with  an  island  in  its  centre,  is 
situated  in  front  of  the  Royal  Forest  Hotel,  and  is 
close  to  Chingford  Station.  It  contains  fine  carp 
up  to  51b.  and  6lb.  in  weight,  and  since  it  was 
cleared  and  restocked  some  five  years  ago,  it  is 
nothing  unusual  during  the  early  summer  months 
for  one  angler  to  take  from  two  to  three  dozen 
small  carp  in  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  on  several  occasions  I  have  known 
anglers  hook  two  or  three  of  the  large  fish  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  but  they  were  seldom  landed, 
owing  to  the  luxurious  growth  of  weeds  in  this  water. 
I  cannot  tell  why,  but  white  paste  is  byfai  the  best 
bait  for  this  pond ;  from  its  excessive  use  the  fish  may 
have  acquired  a  taste  for  it,  and  I  feel  certain  that 
they  do  acquire  a  taste  for  various  things — at  any 
rate,  I  know  of  no  other  bait  equal  to  it,  and  the 
swims  most  easily  fished  are  near  either  end  of  the 
tennis  grounds  and  by  the  old  well.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  successful  anglers  fish  in  small  clear 
spaces  in  the  weeds,  often  not  more  than  a  foot  in 
diameter  and  15in.  in  depth,  from  three  to  five  yards 
from  the  side.  Near  this  pond,  in  fact,  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  it,  stands  Queen  Elizabeth's 
hunting  lodge,  now  occupied  by  a  ranger,  which 
became  the  property  of  tha  City  Corporation 
when  they  purchased  Epping  Forest  about  thirty 
years  ago,  and  contains  a  very  curious  and  interest- 
ing collection  of  relics  of  the  district — just  the  sort 
of  thing  a  showman  would  like  to  possess  ;  and  all 
who  go  to  Chingford  should  pay  it  a  visit,  admission 
free. 

The  Wake  Valley  Ponds. — And  the  same  name 
is  borne  by  the  well-known  inn.    It  was  about 


the  year  1686  that  the  notorious  Dick  Turpin 
lived,  and  was  captured  near  here,  and  executed  at 
Tyburn  Gate,  April  17,  1734,  and  his  cave  still 
exists,  as  well  as  the  Ambresbury  and  Loughton 
Earthworks.  The  latter  are  so  circular,  well-placed, 
and  modern  looking,  that  they  might  bo  mistaken 
for  the  work  of  a  corps  of  present-day  sappers. 
That  magnificent  and  warlike  woman.  Queen 
Boadicea  of  the  Iceni,  hero  made  her  last  stand 
against  the  Romans  about  a. D.  60,  and  according  to 
historical  accounts  80,000  of  her  followers  were 
killed  in  one  day  and  her  hosts  hopelessly  routed. 

These  four  Wake  Valley  ponds  are  situated  two 
on  either  side  of  the  Epping  New-road,  between 
the  Robin  Hood  and  Wake  Arms  inns,  in  one  of 
the  most  secluded  and  beautiful  parts  of  the 
forest.  The  two  small  Wake  ponds,  those  nearest 
to  the  Robin  Hood  Inn,  and  the  Green  Wake 
Pond  (so  called  on  account  of  the  duck-weed  or 
duck-meat  with  which  it  is  covered),  contain  few 
fish,  but  the  Great  Wake  Pond,  the  largest  of  the 
four  and  the  second  pond  from  the  Robin  Hood 
Inn  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road  when  pro- 
ceeding towards  Epping  Town,  is  a  lovely  expanse 
of  water,  in  places  over  12ft.  in  depth  in  all, 
and  4ft.  in  depth  even  at  the  side  along  the  bathing 
steps,  and  contains  good  perch,  tench,  roach,  carp, 
and  eels,  and  an  immense  number  of  smaller  fish. 
The  angler  who  sits  as  low  down  as  possible  among 
the  rushes  which  fringe  its  banks,  keeps  quiet, 
fishes  fine,  and  changes  his  bait  now  and  again 
should  be  well  repaid  for  his  somewhat  long  walk. 
The  ordinary  Lea  outfit  will  answer  well  for  this 
water,  while  all  the  baits  mentioned  for  the  Con- 
naught Water  are  good,  and  nicely  scoured  maiden- 
lobs  should  be  tried  for  perch,  tench,  and  eels. 
The  swims  fished  here  must  depend  on  the  length 
of  one's  rod  for  weeds  grow  for  some  yards  out, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  fish  just  over  them. 

The  Golding's  Ponds  are  two  ponds  of  fair  size, 
situated  about  two  miles  from  Loughton  Station  on 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway.  One  is  a  triangular 
pond,  very  much  grown  up  with  weeds  and  rushes, 
and  the  other  is  nearly  square  in  shape,  and  has  a 
small,  well-wooded  island  at  the  end  furthest  from 
the  road,  which  greatly  enhances  its  appearance. 
This  latter  pond  is  very  deep  in  parts,  hence  the 
railings  which  are  placed  there  to  prevent  cattle, 
etc.,  when  drinking,  from  getting  into  the  deep 
water.  These  two  ponds  contain  jack  and  a  few 
other  fish,  but  few  people  angle  in  them. 

Baldwin's  Pond. — This  pond,  which  is  most 
secluded  and  quiet,  is  about  three  hundred  yards 
in  length,  somewhat  resembles  a  bull's  horn  in 
shape,  and  contains  plwity  of  fish,  mostly  tench, 
and  the  angler  ought  to  obtain  good  sport  if  he 
sticks  to  it,  and  fishes  properly.  In  my  opinion, 
the  most  successful  plan  is  to  bait  a  place  for  one 
or  two  evenings  and  then  leger  well  out  with  a 
good  sized  lobworm  on  strong  but  fairly  fine  tackle. 

Staple's  (also  called  Loughton)  Pond  is  near 
Loughton  Station,  and  used  to  contain  many  good 
fish,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  over-fished  for 
several  seasons,  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  scarcely  worth 
a  visit.  The  Great  Wake  Pond  and  Baldwin's 
Pond  are  connected  with  Staple's  Pond  by  the 
little  stream  which  runs  through  it. 

The  Green  Man  and  Napier  Arms  Ponds  are 
situated  near  the  two  inns  from  which  they  derive 
their  respective  names,  and  both  contain  fish. 
The  former  is  a  good-sized  lake,  is  much  fished  by 
anglers  who  require  gudgeon  for  live-bait,  and  it 
really  contains  some  fine  specimens  of  this  sport- 
giving  little  fish,  especially  if  very  fine  tackle  be 
used.  They  take  blood-worms  freely  on  a  No.  12 
or  13  hook  with  fine  wire. 

Higham's  Pond. — This  pond  is  in  Higham's  Park, 
and  is  about  twenty  minutes'  walk  from  Higham's 
Park  Station,  and  somewhat  resembles  Fritton 
Lake,  in  Norfolk,  in  shape.  It  was  cleaned  out 
and  restocked  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  soon  regain  its  old  reputation.  The  brook 
that  runs  by  one  side  of  it  is  the  River  Ching. 

The  Eagle  Pond,  Snareshrook. — This  pond  is 
about  three  minutes'  walk  from  Snaresbrook  Sta- 
tion, and  is  about  300  yards  in  length  and  120 
yards  in  width  at  its  broadest  end,  and  contains 
two  islands.  It  holds  some  fine  fish,  but  owing  to 
its  being  near  the  main  road  to  Epping  (along 
which  at  this  point  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
traffic),  there  is  little  inducement  to  visit  it. 

The  Hollow  Pond,  Walthamstow. — This  pond 
has  been  greatly  enlarged  within  the  last  few 
months,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  re- 
stocked in  due  course. 
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Loch  Tay  (February).  ' 
Having  fixed  his  rod,  he  now  takes  forty  winks. 


Loch  Tay. 

And  is  roused  by  a  kick  from  the  boatman,  and  the  rush  of  a  thirty-pounder. 


In  Wanstead  Park,  the  extremity  of  Epping 
Forest  nearest  to  London,  there  are  four  ponds 
(the  Heronry  Pond,  Large  Lake,  Perch  Pond,  and 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Pond),  in  Bome  of  which 
angling  is  allowed,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  water 
and  other  causes,  the  fishing  in  them  has  greatly 
deteriorated  within  the  past  few  years.  These 
four  ponds,  also  the  Eagle  and  Hollow  Ponds, 
I  only  mention  casually,  for  they  are  in  the 
centre  of  a  very  busy  neighbourhood,  not  at  all 
conducive  to  the  peace  of  the  angler;  and  the 
fisherman  who  contemplates  visiting  this  district, 
I  would  strongly  advise  to  go  further  afield,  that 
is  to  say,  to  the  Connaught,  Warren,  Wake,  or 
Baldwin  s  Ponds,  where,  if  he  is  not  the  veriest 
tyro,  he  cannot  fail  to  obtain  sport  and  enjoy  his 
outing. 

Lastly,  on  no  pretence  whatever  interfere  with 
the  game,  rabbits,  wild  birds,  animals,  etc.,  nor  do 
any  damage  to  fences,  shrubs,  or  trees.  Such 
offences  are  punishable  by  heavy  fines  and  im- 
prisonment. Do  not  litter  the  place  with  paper, 
bottles,  scraps  of  food,  etc.  The  forest  is  a  forest 
and  not  a  park,  and  they  may  lie  about  for  weeks, 
an  eyesore  to  all  until  found  by  one  of  the  rangers. 
Large  picnic  parties,  secretaries  of  clubs,  super- 
intendents of  schools,  can  have  special  places 
allotted  to  them  ;  also  those  who  desire  permission 
to  dig  for  pupa;  can  get  a  permit  if  application  is 
made  beforehand  to  the  authorities.  There  is 
plenty  of  good  accommodation  for  visitors,  and  it 
is  a  most  delightful  ride  from  Gtiingford  Station  to 
the  "King's  Oak,"  High  Beach,  via  the  Robin 
Hood,  sixpence  per  head  each  way.  Eppino. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  now 
highly  coloured  owing  to  the  heavy  rain,  but  it  is 
possible  that  it  will  clear  rapidly  and  be  in  condition 
by  the  week  end.  Fine  weather  and  the  frost  will 
a«sist  in  this.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  during 
the  week,  and  many  professionals  are  complaining. 
Since  my  last  note  I  have  heard  of  a  fine  pike  being 
caught  at  Caversham  Mill  by  Mr.  Bush.  Roach  have 
been  feeding  badly,  but  a  few  large  chub  have  been 
caught.  Directly  the  water  tones  down  anglers 
should  try  for  these  fish,  and  the  season  is  also  here 
for  large  roach,  which  are  generally  had  after  the 
water  has  been  well  coloured.  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater, 
the  genial  president  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials, 
V7as  out  fishing  at  Walton  in  Tuesday's  thunder- 
storm. The  society  will  hold  its  annual  concert, 
with  a  reading  by  Mr.  Robert  Stanley,  in  a  week  or 
two,  and  all  members  are  expected  to  attend  with 
friends.  This  is  the  event  of  the  year,  from  a  social 
point  of  view,  with  the  club,  and  ladies  have  been 
specially  invited. — F.  H.  Ampklett. 

Thames  (Chertsey  Weir). — Thames  anglers 
should  not  miss  the  fishing  as  soon  as  the  river 
clears,  and  that  cannot  be  for  at  least  a  week.  Mr. 
Lewis,  fishing  fifty  yards  below  the  bridge  in  two 
feet  of  water,  caught  a  bream  of  2jlb.  and  fourteen 
roach  from  Jib.  to  fib.  within  two  hours.  On  Jan.  7 
only  a  few  roach  were  taken  by  locals  in  the  eddies, 
also  one  small  pike. — Newham  (Fisherman). 

Thames  (Henley). — The  heavy  rains  which  have 
fallen  since  Wednesday  last  have  had  the  effect  of 
raising  the  water  bank  high.  In  places  it  is  just 
over  the  towpath,  but  with  a  few  days'  fine  weather 
it  should  be  well  within  bounds  again.  Of  course, 
a  very  heavy  stream  is  running,  and  all  the  weir 
tackle  at  Marsh  Lock  and  Hambledon  is  drawn. 
There  is  plenty  of  colour  in  the  water,  but  just  on 
the  turn  for  the  better,  and  without  more  rain  the 
*'  bankers  "  should  be  having  a  good  time  of  it  by 
the  week-end.  It  is  hardly  likely  to  be  fit  for  pike- 
fishing  by  that  time.  The  Working  Men's  Club 
fished  a  match  on  Jan.  7,  when  a  21b.  jack  and  two 
roach  took  the  two  gold  medals,  and  a  bronze  one 
for  first,  second,  and  third  prizes. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge,  Clanfibld. — Although  the  river  has  been 
in  flood  for  some  days,  it  has  now  resumed  its 
normal  condition,  and  gentlemen  may  come  pre- 
pared for  some  good  takes. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Wiaysbury). — Wednesday  Night. — 
The  river  is  running  high  and  thick,  and  quite  out 
of  condition  for  fishing,  but  should  be  in  fair  order 
by  Jan.  14  if  no  more  heavy  rain  falls,  unless  there 
is  flood  water  higher  up.  Roach  will  be  best  to  try 
for  as  soon  as  the  water  fines  down. — P.  Brown 
(Fisherman). 

Bottialiam  Looks  (Watorbeaoh^. — During  the 
week,    strong    winds,   especially   last  Saturday, 


which  in  many  parts,  namely,  the  lower  parts  of  the 
Cam,  blew  the  water  out  of  the  river  for  yards, 
making  angling  and  sport  very  diflBcult  to  prose- 
cute. Very  few  out  after  the  pike,  with  small 
results  as  to  takes,  the  fish  being  verv  disturbed. 
Also  the  excitement  in  the  General  Election  has 
kept  many  rods  quiet.  Next  week  we  hope  to  be 
at  the  pike  with  a  Free  Trade  bait  and  a  Pro- 
tectionist one  to  see  which  is  the  best.  Live-bait 
on  the  spot. — J.-O.  George,  Beche-rd.,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  keeps 
up  fairly  big  owing  practically  to  recent  rain.  A 
good  many  salmon  were  seen  coming  up  the  weir 
pass  last  week.- — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  successful  fishing  es- 
capade is  reported  from  Tiverton,  where  a  local  lad 
captured  an  18in.  eel  in  a  gutter  in  Fore-street.  This 
is  rather  a  unique  occurrence.  This  week,  at 
Bideford,  Chas.  S.  Schiller,  of  Appledore,  was 
fined  £1  and  15s.  costs  for  offering  for  sale  salmon 
out  of  season  at  Westward  Ho !  The  Board  of 
Conservators  prosecuted.  The  case  for  the  prose- 
cution was  that  the  defendant  called  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  A.  Locke  and  told  the  housekeeper  he  could 
get  a  salmon.  She  ordered  two  steaks.  Mr.  Locke, 
who  was  formerly  a  conservator  on  the  Exe  Board, 
said  if  the  man  brought  any  salmon  he  would 
prosecute  him.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Locke  bought 
just  under  21b.  for  Is.  8d.  The  defence  set  up  was 
that  salmon  bass  was  offered — Devonian. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Bxeter). — Exceptionally  heavy 


rains  and  high  winds  have  stopped  all  angling  in 
the  Exe  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  several  rivers 
and  stream?  are  bank  high.  The  bays  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Devon  are  with  one  exception  to 
be  reopened  to  trawlers.  The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee  at  their  meeting  la-t  week  accepted 
the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  on  this  subject.  The  exception  made 
is  Start  Baj',  from  which,  in  the  interests  of 
the  crabbers,  trawler.s  are  to  be  excluded.  It  is 
alleged  that,  in  past  times,  the  trawlers  were  reck- 
less, and  did  much  damage  to  the  crab  pots.  The 
bays,  other  than  the  excepted  part  of  Start  Bay, 
will  be  opened  to  trawlers  as  soon  as  the  certificate 
of  the  Central  Fisheries  Board  has  been  received. 
The  Board  have  made  their  order  conditional 
upon  an  assurance  that  the  committee  will 
adequately  police  Start  Bay.  The  other  bays 
are  to  be  open  all  the  year  round.  Sea 
fishing  at  Exmouth  has  been  very  slack,  but 
two  boats  to-day,  Tuesday,  Jan.  9,  came  in  with 
four  large  sharks  caught  outside  the  bar,  the  largest 
of  which  played  havoc  with  the  net  in  which  it  was 
caught ;  only  a  few  pollack  in  the  dock  have  been 
caught  lately. — Red  Palmer. 

Iioa  and  Tributaries. — This  morning  (Jan.  1 1 ) 
the  Lea  is  in  flood  and  very  thick.  There  has  been 
no  sport,  but  fish  should  be  caught  at  the  week-end, 
no  more  heavy  rain  falling. — Iz.aak  Walton. 

LngST  Arrow  (JCieo«ain«Mc,. —  Both  streams 
are  now  running  stained.     Owing  to  the  heavy 
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Loch  Tay. 
Having  pulled  ashore,  he  weighs  his  fish. 


Loch  Tay^ 
Now  for  lunch  in  a  snug  corner. 


rains  angling  is  now  at  a  standstill,  and  will  continue 
to  be  so  until  the  weather  takes  up.  Some  good 
sharp  frosts  would  improve  the  prospects  of  sport. 

 GWYNNE. 

OiUM  (Hnntingrdon). — I  am  sorry  fto  say  the 
good  prospects  alluded  to  in  my  report  of  last  week 
were  not  maintained.  Heavy  rains  prevailed  for 
acme  days,  in  consequence  of  which,  by  Jan.  7,  the 
river  was  in  flood,  in  which  state  it  has  remained 
ever  since.  If  the  weather  remains  fine  for  a  few 
days  it  will,  I  think,  be  fishable  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  when  I  anticipate  (as  is  usually  the  case  here 
after  a  flood)  fish  generally,  and  pike  particularly, 
will  be  madly  on  the  feed. — Chas.  A.  Bkyant. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Enuts). — River  in  flood,  and 
looks  like  more  rain  to  come.  No  fishing  prospects 
for  next  week.  Bitterly  cold  and  boisterous. — • 
Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neota.). — We  have  hud  a  continuation  of  wiltl  and 
stormy  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the 
past  week,  and  also  very  heavy  rain  has  fallen  on 
several  days,  so  that  all  these  rivers  have  been  very 
much  flooded  most  part  of  the  week,  and  angling 
has  been  totally  out  of  the  question.  Tho  weather 
still  continues  very  un-settled,  and  with  the  water 
in  all  these  rivers  in  a  very  swollen  and  discoloured 
state,  it  will  be  some  days  yet  before  angling  can  be 
resumed. — Vvrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bares,  Suffolk). — We  have  had  some 
heavy  rains  in  this  district,  and  the  river  has  been 


running  over  its  banks  and  very  thick.  It  is  the 
best  cleaning  out  the  river  has  had  for  months,  and 
should  no  more  heavy  rain  fall  should  be  in 
splendid  condition  for  the  week-end  fishing. — W. 
T.  Bainbbidqe. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
past  week  has  been  a  succession  of  gales,  with  a 
deluge  of  rain,  and  under  the  conditions,  sport  has 
been  a  blank.  Several  anglers  were  at  Barcombe 
Mills  on  Jan.  7,  but  with  the  heavy  floods  it  was  a 
difficult  matter  to  find  the  river,  and  the  enthu- 
siasts returned  home  with  lighter  baskets  than  start- 
ing with.  The  Arun  is  in  flood,  and  unfishable. 
The  floods  in  the  district  of  the  Adur  are  very 
heavy.  Miles  of  country  in  the  valley  are  under 
water  extending,  roughly  speaking,  from  Ashurst, 
to  near  Bramber,  and  is  the  heaviest  flood  known 
for  many  years.  Hedges  and  gates  are  covered, 
and  on  Jan.  4  a  horse  was  found  drowned  on  a 
farm  at  Henfield.  The  water  extends  to  Ashurat 
and  Bramber  is  threatened  with  inundation.  Rife 
Earm  is  surrounded,  and  a  boat  requisitioned. 
Tho  valley  of  the  Rother  is  covered,  and  the  Cuck- 
mere  quite  imfishable.  The  only  public  water  I 
know  of  is  Chichester  Canal,  which  despite  the 
storms  is  in  good  colour  and  bank  high,  the  lashers 
at  the  locks  taking  off  the  superfluous  water.  It 
will  be  some  days  even  with  favourable  weather  ere 
river  fishing  can  be  indulged  in. — Geo.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (I^ndlow). — The  Temo  was  running  in  good 
order  up  to  tho  end  of  last  week,  but  the  heavy 


rain  has  caused  the  rivers  to  rise  and  become 
coloured,  and  they  are  now  running  out  of  order. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  with  the  maggot  some  very 
nice  dace,  roach,  perch  and  chub  were  landed. 
Pike  wore  beginning  to  feed  better,  but  have  now 
gone  off.  With  fine  weather,  sport  amongst  gray- 
ling and  coar.se  fish  should  be  good  next  week. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Tyne,  Xrorth^and  South,  and  Neigrhbonrinir 

Hlvers. — During  the  past  week  we  have  experienced 
a  mixture  of  weather,  anything  but  suitable  for 
angling.  Grayling  are  not  taking  well,  and  the  few 
rods  that  have  been  out  report  sport  elow.  Tho 
Tyne  daco  and  roach  have  been  inoro  accommo- 
dating, several  fish  falling  to  Mr.  J.  Fitzmaurice, 
on  the  Corbridge  water — here  I  may  say  there  are 
some  splendid  glides  ;  I  wi.'h  the  grayling  were  there 
in  the  place  of  dace. — Hy.  A.  Murton. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  I7idd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Owing  to  rough  weather  scarcely 
anyone  has  been  out  on  tho  Yore  in  tlio  upper 
reaches.  Heavy  rains  have  kept  all  the  Yorkshire 
streams  in  a  very  unsettled  condition.  However, 
at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  slight  improve- 
ment. The  Derwent  has  been  running  fairly  high 
and  discoloured.  The  Nidd  has  been  fairly  high 
and  running  rather  discoloured.  In  the  lower 
reaches  at  Ribston  Park,  Walsliford  Bridge,  and 
Hunsingore  a  few  anglers  were  out  towards  the  end 
I  of  last  week,  but  sport  was  not  good.  On  Jan.  3 
the  members  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club, 
Leeds,  held  their  first  meeting  of  the  year.  During 
the  evening  prizes  were  given  to  those  who  had 
caught  finest  specimens  during  1905.  The  following 
were  the  wirmers  : — Messrs.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley,  W. 
Harrison,  H.  Skinner,  J.  Pickersgill,  E.  Boden,  W. 
Oliver,  H.  Carr,  T.  Gunner,  E.  D.  Allan,  G.  Single- 
ton, and  M.  Thomas. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — The  prospects  for 
the  opening  of  the  salmon  fishing  on  Jan.  15  are 
excellent  owing  to  the  heavy  floods  during  the  last 
month.  Fish  are  running  freely,  and  already  a 
number  of  clean  fish  have  been  seen. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  opening  of  the  season 
in  the  far  north  is  giving  an  impetus  to  matters 
angling  that  it  would  not  otherwise  receive  at  this 
dark,  dull  .season.  In  three  weeks  hence  the  Dee, 
Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  Beauly,  Ness,  etc.,  will  be  free 
both  to  anglers  and  netsmen.  Many  Don  and  Spey 
anglers  will  miss  the  stalwart  form  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Stewart,  late  station-master  for  forty  years  at  Dyce 
Junction,  on  the  Don.  For  years  William  always 
kept  a  rod  in  readiness,  and  often  between  trains 
made  a  grand  basket  when  the  trout  were  on  the 
rise.  He  died  last  week  in  his  seventy-first  year. 
Kelts  are  making  good  progress  seawards.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  Scotch  salmon  season  are 
very  good  as  there  is  already  a  good  head  of  early 
spring  fish  in  the  lower  and  middle  pools. — G.  M. 

Spey  (Aherlour). — The  prospects  for  the  spring 
fishing  are  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  sportsmen 
are  looking  forward  to  a  good  opening.  The  water 
ha=!  been  at  a  satisfactory  level  during  the  winter, 
and  the  frost  has  not  been  too  severe  to  stop  the 
awim.  There  should  be  a  good  many  fish  in  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  river  before  the  opening,  as 
they  have  had  a  splendid  chance  of  coming  up  from 
the  coast.  Should  the  weather  keep  favourable, 
fish  will  no  doubt  be  killed  on  the  first  day  of  the 
fishing,  and  a  good  spring  fishing  is  practically 
■certain. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Blorayshire). — The  tributaries  of  the 
Spey  in  Badenoch  and  Upper  Speyside  are  this 
season  reported  to  have  been  more  plentifully 
stocked  with  spawning  fish  than  for  some  years 
past.  Already  a  proportion  of  the  fish  are  on  their 
downward  course  to  the  sea,  and  the  height  of  the 
water,  due  to  the  heavy  rains  of  late,  will  make 
their  descent  easy,  if  not  rapid,  in  their  "spent" 
condition. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Waterville  (oo.  Kerry). — The  weir  fishing  opened 
here  on  Jan.  1.  Up  to  noon  on  Friday,  J  an.  5,  when 
the  weekly  close  time  interfered,  only  five  salmon 
were  had.  The  weather  and  water  conditions  have 
been  very  unfavourable,  and  continue  so  at  time  of 
writing.  Angling  opens  in  this  district  on  Feb.  1, 
and  is  principally  confined  to  trolling  for  salmon  on 
the  head-waters  of  Lough  Currane. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bumham-on-Cronch.  — •  Codling  and  dabs  are 
still  in  the  Rivers  Roach  and  Crouch.  On  Jan.  5, 
several  local  and  vi^itmg  anglers  were  out.  Mr.  G. 
Clark  and  Jesse  Fisher,  from  the  Ness  Hole,  had 
codling,  so  had  the  brothers  StebV)ings,  with  some 
verv  fine  dabs.  jMr.  Owen  We.sthorpe  and  friend 
had  codling  and  dabs.  The  best  take  of  the  day 
that  I  saw  was  the  one  Mr.  G.  Mitchell,  of  the 
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Bermondsey  Constitutional  Club  A.S.,  had,  consist- 
ing of  codling  and  dabs  weighing  18Jlb.  Mr.  W. 
Spooner  had  a  good  string  of  dabs  and  flounder -i, 
some  of  the  latter  fish  were  very  fine.  Mr.  Dick 
Wilson,  fishing  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  had  fourteen  good 
codling  from  the  Roach  river.  On  Jan.  9, 
from  about  2  30  p.m.  till  3.0  p.m.,  was  wit- 
nessed here  the  heaviest  thunderstorm  known  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  The  vivid  flashes  of  light- 
ning and  the  deafening  roar  of  the  thunder  were 
truly  dreadful,  then  down  came  a  duluge  of  rain, 
intermixed  with  large  hailstones.  I  am  glad  to 
state  that  I  cannot  hear  of  any  severe  damage 
having  been  done. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  sport  has  been  very  satis- 
factory for  tlie  last  few  days,  fish  of  various  species 
having  been  freely  in  evidence,  and  some  remark- 
ably good  bags  have  been  made.  Though  codlings 
have  at  times  been  very  scarce  by  daylight,  their 
partial  absence  has  been  more  than  atoned  for  by 
the  presence  of  dabs  in  considerable  numbers, 
many  of  them  being  of  good  size  and  in  prime 
condition.  Some  dozen  anglers  who  were  present 
on  the  evening  of  Jan.  5  obtained  excellent  bags 
in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours,  but  later  in  the 
evening  little  was  obtained.  A  few  member.-i  who 
put  in  an  early  appearance  the  next  morning  did 
well  among  the  whiting  upon  the  flood  fide,  but 
the  whole  day's  results  were  somewhat  disap- 
pointing. Mr.  Glen  and  Mr.  Band  did  well  upon 
the  following  day,  both  their  catches  including 
some  fine  dabs.  Capt.  Dicks,  Mr.  Tress,  and  Mr. 
Branscombe  spent  a  few  pleasant  hours  at  the  pier 
head  on  Jan.  8,  and  Mr.  Tress  was  fortunate  in 
!-ecuring  a  dozen  nice  dabs  in  addition  to  other  fish. 
The  whiting  took  both  sprat  and  lug  baits  readily 
on  Tuesday  (9th),  but  other  varieties  of  fish  were 
very  scarce  until  evening,  when  Mr.  Adams  and 
several  others  managed  to  get  the  patronage  of 
some  codlings.  To-day  (Wednesday)  small  wliiting 
have  constituted  the  major  portion  of  the  day's 
catch. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymoiith. — I  am  afraid  this  week  there  will 
not  bo  much  done  either  by  the  amateur  or  the 
professional  in  the  way  of  fishing,  except  fishing 
for  votes  with  all  kinds  of  baits.  We  have  had  sad 
havoc  amongst  the  trawlers  and  fishing  boats  in 
consequence  of  the  gale.  Some  of  the  open  boats 
that  were  pretty  far  out  had  a  very  anxious  time 


imtil  they  could  get  under  cover.  Tlie  whiting  that 
they  are  bringing  in  are  in  their  prime,  especially 
tho-^e  taken  by  the  hookers.  Although  the  trawlers 
iit  times  bring  in  these  fish  they  are  so  knocked 
about  that  you  can  soon  tell  the  difference  when 
they  are  placed  fiJe  by  side  on  the  slab.  The  li-it 
of  edible  fish  for  thi-i  month  includes  the  smelt,  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  mackerel,  dory,  skate,  rays, 
s^prat,  anchovy,  i  el,  ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock, 
pouting,  coalfi-h  pike,  and  all  ^hollfiih. — William 
Hi2,>RUKR  (B.S.A.S.). 


J^GSociations,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next  (Jan.  1.5)  at  8  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate 
In^titute,    Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.  C. — R.  G. 
Woodruff. 

Anglkrs'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  aoknowledg'^  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £1  8s.  Od  ,  United  Old  Friends'  A.S., 
and  £1  6s.  3d.,  Prince  of  Wales'  A.S.  An  early 
settlement  for  tickets  for  late  Richmond  Com- 
petition would  be  much  appreciated. — W.  H. 
Barber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  SocrtTY. 
At  our  ordinary  meeting  on  Jan.  3  Mr.  E. 
Blagravc  was  in  the  chair.  Two  gentlemen  who 
had  previously  been  nominated  for  membership 
were  balloted  for  and  elected.  The  draw  for  the 
fourth  round  (semi-final)  for  the  club  championship 
cup  took  place,  and  the  result  ha-i  been  posted  to 
thi  se  membeis  who  had  qualified  for  this  round, 
and  their  attention  is  drawn  to  the  rules  under 
which  this  cup  is  being  competed  for.  A  few 
members  visited  Harefield  last  week-end,  but  as 
the  river  was  in  flood  and  very  thick  after  the  recent 
rains  angling  with  any  chance  of  success  was  practi 
cally  out  of  the  question.  Consequently  I  have  not 
any  rovults  to  report  this  week,  and  I  fear  prospects 
are  not  much  brighter  for  this  week-end  ;  however, 
the  water  soon  clears.  Mr.  Barnes  presided  at  a 
conunittee  meeting  on  Jan.  9,  when  a  good  deal 
of  time  was  devoted  to  going  through  the  roll  of 
members  and  checking  accounts,  and  other  matters 
connected  with  the  affairs  of  the  society  were  also 


discussed.  A  programme  of  events  to  the  end  of 
the  season  will  be  drawn  up  and  sent  out  as  soon 
as  possible. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
One  of  the  most  pleasant  meetings  the  society 
has  yet  held  took  place  at  Maaon's  Hall  on 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  Frost  White  presiding. 
Through  the  recent  abnormal  and  excessively 
stormy  weather,  the  show  of  fish  was  somewhat 
smaller  than  expected.  However,  a  nice  lot  of 
fish  were  on  view,  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin  taking  over  a 
dozen  roach  and  a  nice  barbel  at  Datchet ;  Mr. 
Canton  also  having  a  similar  quantity  of  still 
larger  roach  from  private  water ;  Mr.  F.  E.  Mar- 
tinez reported  a  chub  of  3Jlb.  from  Molesey ;  Mr. 
Salisbury,  flounders  from  Leigh,  where,  how- 
over,  Messrs.  T.  Gilbert,  E.  P.  Beamont,  and 
others  had  had  very  poor  sport.  An  amusing 
discussion  took  place  as  to  items  in  the 
programme  for  1906,  many  novel  suggestions 
being  made.  It  was  omitted  to  state  last  week 
that  the  fine  pike  cup  presented  by  Mr.  Martinez 
may  bo  taken  by  either  members  or  associates. 
Mr.  Dryden,  having  recently  met  with  an  accident 
affecting  hi-i  knee,  was  not  able  to  be  present,  a 
vote  of  -iympathy  being  passed  to  be  forwarded  to 
him.  Tho  usual  C.  L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  concluded  the  proceed- 
ings. It  was  announced  that  the  list  of  gentlemen 
nominated  to  serve  on  the  committee,  or  as  officials, 
for  1.(06  was  still  open  for  further  nominations. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Dick  presided  over  the  committee  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  last.  This  was  prolonged  beyond 
the  usual  liaiits  owing  to  the  large  amount  of 
business  to  be  transacted.  The  accounts  for  the 
year  were  pre  ented  and  duly  audited,  and  the 
report  passed.  A  copy  of  this  will  be  shortly 
forwarded  to  each  member.  Members  are  par- 
ticularly reriuested  to  note  that  on  Tuesday  next 
nommations  to  serve  on  the  committee  for  the 
current  year  will  be  received.  There  are  several 
vacancies,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  meeting  will  be  a 
representative  one.  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  was  in  the  chair 
for  tho  general  meeting  which  followed.  A  gentleman 
was  proposed  for  member.->hip,  and  several  applica- 
tions received.  These  will  be  dealt  with  in  due  course. 
Very  few  good  fishing  reports  were  received  if  one 


Post  Free  for  2s.  6d.  postal  order. 
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SALMON,  TROUT  &  PEROH 

With  Highland  Lake  Scene  from  the  Painting  by  the  well-known  Fish  Painter, 

H.  L.  ROLFE. 

A  SUBSCRIBER  AT  SOUTH  SHIELDS  says :— "  I  have  received  the  Oleograph  after  painting  by 

Rolfe,  and  am  very  pleased  with  same." 

ONLY  A  FEW  COPIES  LEFT,  when  the  work  will  be  quite  out  of  Print. 
If  not  approved  money  will  be  returned  if  the  picture  is  sent  back  at  oncom 
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i  excepts  the  reports  from  several  members  that  the 
I  various  rivers  visited  by  them  during  the  last  week 
j  are  now  getting  what  they,  the  rivers,  not  the 
I  members,  have  wanted  for  some  considerable  time, 
I  namely,  a  good  flusliing.  The  Thames,  at  Oxford, 
'   was  running  bank  high  on  Jan.  4,  with  every 

indication  of  more  rain  to  follow,  and  the  Lea  was 
1  in  a  similar  plight.  In  spite  of  these  adverse  con- 
I  ditions,  some  good  roach  have  been  basketed  by 
j  Mr.  John  Bayliffe  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray.  Kelvedon 
I  should  now  yield  good  sport  to  the  roach  angler. 
I  Capital  reports  have  been  received  a?  to  prospects 
i   of  sport  when  the  season  opens  on  the  Chess. — 

Hon.  Sec. 

HsvLEr  Fisheries  Pbesekvation'  Association. 

A  very  welcome  donation  of  £7  lOs.  has  been 
i  received  from  the  Anglers'  Association  per  Mr. 

R.  G.  Woodruff,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  publicly 
I  acknowledging  it  with  many  thanks.  Four  hundred 
I  bream  will  be  turned  into  local  waters  this  week 
I  from  Mr.  Thomeis  Ford,  of  Caistor. — A.  Edward 
i  HoBBS,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUHY  Angling  Society. 
Owing  to  the  indifferent  weather  there  were  few 
I  angling  experiences  recounted  at  the  weekly  meet- 
ing on  Jan.  10,  when  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided.  On 
;   Wednesday  next,  Jan.  17,  at  8  o'clock,  Mr.  C.  L. 
'  Scholefield's  promised  exposition  of  setting  up  fish 
.  by  the  taxidermic  method  will  take  place  at  the 
i  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square,  the  club's 
'.  headquarters.    Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and  friends  will 
I  entertain  the  members  on  Jan.  24  with  a  musical 
\  evening,  and  the  meeting  on  Jan.  31  will  be  princi- 
pally devoted  to  an  exhibition  of  rod  and  tackle 
making  by  Mr.  Harold  Dunn.    On  these  evenings 
visitors  are  cordially  invited.— G.  R. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Jan.  9. 
Mr.  Sergeant  weighed  in  perch.    The  next  concert 
takes  place  on  Jan.  16,  at  8.30  p.m.  sharp. — O.S.G. 
(Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern). 

Watford  Piscatoks. 
A  special  committee  meeting  was  held  on  Dec.  19 
to  discuss  the  taking  over  of  new  water.  Owing 
to  the  impossible  conditions  required  by  the  lessor, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  let  the  matter  drop 
unless  the  lessor  could  be  induced  to  forego  the 
said  conditions.  The  ordinary  monthly  meeting 
was  held  on  Jan.  5,  when  the  secretary  read  several 
letters  with  reference  to  the  new  water,  the  two 
most  objectionable  conditions  having  been  removed. 
It  was  resolved  that  the  water  be  taken,  and  that 
a  draft  agreement  be  prepared  by  the  hon.  solicitor. 
Other  minor  business  was  disposed  of,  and  two  new 
names  were  put  up  for  election. — Hon.  Sec. 


WEYMOUTH  AND  DOESET  SEA 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


A  VERY  Buccessful  gathering  of  the  members  of 
this  society  and  friends  was  held  in  the  fine 
assembly  room  of  the  Weymouth  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  on  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  4,  1905, 
when  about  100  sat  down  to  a  substantial  dinner, 
which  was  served  in  excellent  style  by  the  popular 
host,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson.  The  mayor  presided. 
The  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Howard 
Bowen.  The  mayor  first  proposed  the  loyal  toasts, 
which  were  right  loyally  received.  Mr.  Hurdle 
proposed  "  The  Navy,  Army,  and  Auxiliary  Forces." 
Lieut.  Richards  and  Major  Bowen  responded. 

Mr.  Bowen,  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the  Wey- 
mouth and  Dorset  Sea  Ajngling  Society,"  said  he 
should  propose  "  more  success,"  as  the  society  had 
already  attained  great  success,  there  being  310 
members.  It  was  a  great  thing  for  Weymouth, 
which  had  one  of  the  finest  fishing  grounds  in  the 
South  of  England.  They  owed  a  great  debt  of 
gratitude  to  their  townsman,  Mr.  Wallis,  who  had 
worked  hard  for  the  society.  They  had  made  it 
known  far  and  wide  that  they  had  a  splendid 
fishing  ground  at  Weymouth,  and  they  encouraged 
people  to  come  there  for  sport.  The  society  had  a 
large  number  of  members,  and  they  wanted  the 
committee  to  progress  and  to  carry  out  their  work 
in  a  scientific  manner.  They  should  see  that  their 
boatmen  got  a  good  wage  and  the  fishermen  good 
bait.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr. 
Wallis,  who  had  won  the  cup,  and  who  he  thought 
deserved  it. 

The  mayor  endorsed  Mr.  Bowen's  remarks,  and 
said  that  in  such  a  society  they  not  only  got  social 
enjoyment,  but  became  a  united  body.  He  con- 
gratulated Mr.  Wallis  upon  his  great  success.  He 
had  been  asked  to  present  three  prizes,  two  of  them 
to  Mr.  Wallis.  The  first  was  the  handsome  cup 
(which  was  on  the  table  in  front  of  the  mayor) 
which  had  been  so  kindly  presented  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, and  which  had.  been  competed  for  one  nignt 


FROM   A  MIXED  BASKET. 


An  Italian  Angler  off  Trout  Fishing. 


A-Wading,  from  "  Waverley." 


every  month  for  twelve  months  from  7  till  10.20. 
Then  there  was  a  cup  offered  for  the  heaviest  catch 
of  fish  in  the  whole  of  the  competitions,  and  a  gold 
medal  given  by  the  society  for  the  heaviest  fish 
caught.  His  worship  then  presented  the  Thomp- 
son Cup  and  the  gold  medal  to  Mr.  Wallis.  Mr. 
Wallis,  in  accepting  the  prizes,  said  he  had  a  little 
of  the  sportsman  in  him,  and  he  had  therefore  tried 
to  win  the  cup.  He  referred  to  his  having  taken 
part  in  the  angling  tournament  at  Hastings,  where 
there  were  750  competitors,  and  said  they  must 
not  blame  him  if  he  only  succeeded  in  winning  a 
third  prize.  Even  at  Heme  Bay  there  were  three 
or  four  times  as  many  strangers  competing  as  there 
were  at  Weymouth.  As  soon  as  he  heard  he  had 
won  the  cup,  he  said  he  would  give  a  cup  for  the 
coming  year  under  the  same  conditions  as  Mr. 
Thompson's  cup  was  given. 

The  mayor  then  presented  the  second  prize  to 
Mr.  Stoodley.  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell  (hon.  secretary) 
referred  to  the  angling  festival  in  July,  and  said  it 
entailed  heavy  work.  The  prizes  offered  on  that 
occasion  amounted  to  about  14  guineas.  That  was 
very  good  for  Weymouth,  but  they  expected  some- 
thing better  in  the  future,  as  in  a  small  place  like 
Herne  Bay  about  £30  was  offered  in  prizes,  and  at 
Hastings  something  like  100  guineas.  Mr.  F. 
Herbert  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman  and 
the  hon.  secretary,  and  speaking  of  the  heavy 
duties  of  the  latter,  said  that  during  the  past  year 
he  had  written  some  2078  letters,  the  great  majority 
of  which  he  delivered,  and  only  16s.  was  charged 
for  postage.  As  a  sportsman,  Mr.  Rowell  was  as 
skilful  with  his  rod  as  he  was  with  his  pen,  although 


he  had  not  been  successful  in  the  competitions. 
Mr.  Wallis,  in  responding,  remarked  that  if  they 
had  a  paid  secretary  devoting  tho  whole  of  his  time 
to  the  duties  he  could  not  do  better  than  Mr. 
Rowell  had  done.  Mr.  Rowell  also  acknowledged 
the  toast.  Mr.  Milledge,  in  proposing  the  health  of 
the  mayor,  said  that  whatever  his  worship  took  in 
hand  was  certain  to  be  a  success,  and  he  took  great 
interest  in  everything  which  was  for  the  good  of 
the  town.  If  the  society  prospered  the  town  would 
prosper,  as  its  object  was  to  give  visitors  when  they 
came  here  a  round  of  amusement  and  pleasure. 
Tho  mayor,  in  responding,  said  every  seaside  town 
needed  attractions.  Weymouth  was  an  old  town, 
and  in  some  things  was  not  up-to-date,  but  it  was 
in  others.  Their  good  friend,  Mr.  Thompson,  was 
up-to-date  in  the  cup  he  had  given.  They  wanted 
to  progress  with  moderation  and  judgment.  The 
mayor  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  Thompson,  pro- 
prietor of  the  hotel,  and  complimented  him  upon 
the  excellence  of  the  dinner.  Mr.  Thompson 
cordially  responded,  and  said  he  should  be  pleased 
to  offer  a  prize  every  year.  During  the  evening 
songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  R.  Robinson, 
Rowell,  Grimmett,  Hellier,  F.  Dovey,  and  Jones, 
and  a  quartette  was  sung  by  Mr.  C.  Crocker  and 
party.  Mr.  Maurice  presided  at  the  piano.  At  the 
annual  meeting  held  previous  to  the  dinner,  Mr.  S. 
H.  Wallis  was  re-elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell  secretary,  Mr.  F. 
Herbert  was  elected  captain  in  the  place  of  Mr.  P. 
Bolt,  Mr.  Stoodley  sub-captain  in  place  of  Mr. 
Halliday,  and  Mr.  Harp  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee in  place  of  Mr.  Stoodley. 


SALMON  FISHING. 


There  is  a  touching  suggestion  of  human  nature 
in  the  complaint  contained  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  proceedings  during 
1904  under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act  that  public  appreciation  of  the  financial  dis- 
ability under  which  most  boards  of  conservators 
labour  is  leading  to  decreased  alacrity  in  meeting 
statutory  obligations  on  the  part  of  other  bodies 
whose  interests  would  appear  to  clash  with  those  of 
the  fisheries.  Like  individuals  of  small  means, 
these  fishery  boards  are  sometimes  unable  to  look 
after  their  own  interests,  and  they  certainly  find 
themselves  prevented  from  undertaking  costly  work 
for  the  improvement  of  the  fisheries  vender  their 
charge.  With  several  other  rivers  possessing  great 
possibilities,  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  the  Dee  is 
that  it,  did  not  deteriorate.  For  salmon  nets 
seventy  licences  were  issued,  sixty -five  "being 
for  public  and  five  for  private  waters,  while  rod 
licences  totalled  eighty  -  three.  Salmon  disease 
appeared  very  slightly,  only  about  three  affected 
fish  having  been  seen.  The  revenue  from  licences 
and  endorsements  was  £494,  and  the  total  income 
£527.  The  expenses  exceeded  this  sum  by  £31,  but 
that  is  a  reduction  by  £75  of  the  adverse  balance 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  From  six  con- 
victions obtained  by  the  board,  which  instituted 
proceedings  in  eight  cases,  a  sum  of  £2  was  received 
in  penalties.  There  is  no  enlightenment  to  be 
obtained  relative  to  the  experiments  in  the 
systematic  marking  of  salmon  which  were  com- 
menced in  1903,  as  a  sufficient  number  of  fish  have 
not  yet  been  recaught  to  justify  discussion  of  the 
results. — Liverpool  Courier. 


SALMON  FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 


The  best  "  luck,"  as  the  phrase  goes,  in  fishing, 
so  often  drops  into  the  lap  of  the  bungler  or  tyro 
that  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  record  the  really 
extraordinary  sport  which  has  lately  fallen  to  the 
share  of  one  of  our  countrymen,  and  a  most  accom- 
plished fisherman,  in  Sweden. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  we 
have  recently  received  from  Mr.  J.  Andrew,  of  Wey- 
bridge,  whose  notable  deeds  "  by  flood  and  fell  "  we 
have  on  more  than  one  occasion  chronicled  in  our 
pages : — 

"  My  nephew  and  I  are  here  again,  and  between 
us  we  have  had  three  days'  fishing  in  the  river.  Wo 
arrived  on  the  2nd,  and  on  the  3rd  we  killed  between 
us  the  extraordinary  number  of  ninety-three  salmon 
and  grilse.  One  day  was  ten  hours — two  hours 
before  breakfast,  f oiu-  before  dinner,  and  four  after  it 
— and  in  those  periods  my  nephew  killed  twelve, 
fourteen,  and  twenty-seven  fish,  and  I  killed  seven, 
fourteen,  and  twenty  fish  ;  my  nephew  wading,  but 
I  fishing  from  the  bank. 

"  On  the  4th  I  killed  from  the  bank,  between  the 
same  hours,  twelve,  nineteen,  and  seventeen  fish. 
These  fish  would  average  61b.,  and  the  largest 
weighed  131b." — From  the  Fisherman's  Magazine, 
1864.    ^  . 
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^offings  bp  Ji^c  i^ap. 


It  was  a  winter  such  as  when  birds  die 
In  the  deep  forests ;  and  the  fishes  lie 
Stiffened  in  the  translucent  ice,  which  makes 
Even  the  mud  and  slime  of  the  warm  lakes 
A  wrinkled  clod,  as  hard  as  brick  ;  and  when. 
Among  their  children,  comfortable  men 
Gather  about  great  fires,  and  yet  feel  cold : 
Alas  !  then  for  the  homeless  beggar  old. 

— Shelley. 


AN  ANGLERS'  PARLIAMENT. 


GENERAL  ELECTION, 


Some  two  months  ago  I  attended  a  Conference  of 
Anglers  in  a  populous  town  in  the  Midlands,  when 
over  six  hundred  delegates  were  present.  The 
proceedings  lasted  two  days  and  half  one  night. 
It  is  needless  to  say  the  Conference  was  convened 
in  the  interests  of  angling  and  anglers.  The  quan- 
tity of  ink  used  has  not  transpired,  but  many  reams 
of  foolscap  were  converted  into  manuscript  with 
propositions,  amendments,  and  suggestions — the 
latter  too  numerous  to  record.  The  audience  was 
*'  a  bit  mixed,"  that  is  to  say. 
There  were  coarse  and  fly — ^many  wet,  some  dry. 

As  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  has  appeared 
in  nearly  all  the  London  and  provincial  papers,  it 
will  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  interested  readers. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  in  view  of  a  General  Election 
several  names  were  selected  with  a  view  to  their 
being  returned  to  the  Anglers'  Parliament — sixty- 
two  for  the  Provinces,  ten  for  London,  eight  for 
Scotland,  and  two  for  Ireland  (another  injustice). 

The  Writs  having  been  Issued, 
the  constituencies  nominated  their  candidates,  and 
hoped  (some  day)  to  pay  them  for  their  services. 
The  work,  or  "  goings  on,"  of  the  remaining  eighty- 
one  must  be  left  to  future  chroniclers.  The  selec- 
tion for  the  Borough,  or  "ye  antiente  City  of 
Clerken well ,"  fell  upon 

"  Dragnet." 

The  usual  "literature"  was  distributed  broad- 
cast, a  large  hall  secured,  and  long  before  the 
time  for  commencing  there  was  "standing 
room  only " — and  very  little  of  that.  Having 
been  introduced  by  the  chairman,  Alderman 
Fish  (although  it  was  scarcely  necessary),  there 
were  cries  for  "  Address,  address !  "  Now  they 
all  knew  where  I  lived,  but  I  explained  that  had  an 
address  been  issued  it  would  have  been  copied 
by  other  candidates,  and,  possibly,  spoiled  my 
chances.  I  told  them  I  was  a  free  and  independent 
candidate — quite  independent  of  what  they  might 
say  or  think.  They  could  please  themselves  on  the 
day  of  election.  If  there  was  no  room  in  the 
"House,"  I  could  find  plenty  outside,  and  perhaps 
get  more  fishing.    (A  voice) : 

"  What's  your  Plank  ?  " 

Plank  ?  Leave  planks  out  of  it.  The  last  time 
I  went  fishing  in  the  Essex  marshes  I  was  crossing 
a  plank  and  fell  into  about  eighteen  inches  of 
mud.  No  planks,  please!  "What  I  have  said  I 
have  said."  Let  me  have  half  a  sheet  of  notepaper, 
and  all  the  questions  you  like  to  put  shall  be 
noted.  "  Bravo  !  you'll  be  at  the  top  of  the  poll." 
Another  voice:  "Garn;  lie's  up  the  pole  now!" 
Well,  'gentlemen,  ask  me  one  question  at  a  time, 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  a  satisfactory 
answer.  There  are  very  many  subjects  which  it 
will  be  impossible  to  touch  upon  in  the  limited  time 
at  my  disposal,  but  if  you  will  only  adopt  the 
gentlemanly  tactics  being  resorted  to  in  some  other 
constituencies,  I  shall  be  able  to  get  in  about  two 
words  in  twenty  minutes. 

"  What  about  the  Alien  Question  ?  " 

Well ;  there  are  several  species  or  descriptions 
which  are  not  only  allowed  to  seek  shelter  on  our 
shores,  but  whose  presence  is  actually  courted. 
One  is  the  "Huchen."  I  cannot  say  at  present 
whether  they  are  caimibals,  but  a  lot  of  ova  are  to 
be  brought  over  from  Austria  and  nurtured  in  the 
Thames.  I  hear  that  they  have  been  taken  from 
the  beautiful  blue  Danube  weighing  901b.  It  is  a 
handsome  fish — "  shot  with  copper."  Huchen  not 
form  a  proper  opinion  until  they  have  been  "  tried." 
Then  th^re  is  anotherjiandsome  alien,  the  Orfe,  or 
Golden  Orfe  (plural  Orfen).  which  we  have  often 
heard  about.  It  is  said  to  be  a  stubborn  and 
determined  fighter,  and  gets  its  living  in  much 
the  same  way  as  other  predatory  aliens — where 
they  can  and  how  they  can.  I  repeat,  this 
question  is  sprung  upon  me,  and,  of  course,  cannot 
say  off  hand  whether  it  is  wise  to  allow  it  to  land 
upon  our  waters.  The  newly-appointed  authorities 
will  decide  if  it  is  sufficiently  "  golden"  when  they 


count  the  pyloric  appendages,  and  search  for  the 
requisite  "  fiver."  Do  not  mix  this  fish  with  what 
is  Known  as  the  "Oof";  there's  money  in  both. 
(Another  voice :) 

"What  about  the  Water  Question?" 

Yes ;  that  might  be  discussed  with  a  little  less 
interruption.  "  Speak  up  !  "  Certainly  ;  pass  the 
water  bottle.  Well,  now,  this  is  undoubtedly  a 
burning  question.  There  is  what  is  known  as 
"  burning  the  water."  I  do  not  quite  understand 
how  they  burn  it,  but  the  Thames  has  more  than 
once  been  set  on  fire.  Tonald,  Roderick,  and  oven 
John  Burns  it;  in  fact,  it  is  a  practice  of  very 
ancient  date.  In  the  Blue  Book,  one  I.  W.  (cap. 
IL,  sec.  3,  page  4)  makes  mention  of  a  whole  gang 
who  were  known  as  "Juliana  Burners."  Now 
we  come  to  the  Wasting  of  the  Waters.  Why 
not  send  a  deputation  to  the  Watery  Board  ? 
You  will  Very  likely  be  told  that  "the  matter 
is  under  consideration,"  and  that  the  engineer  is 
about  to  experiment  by  sticking  some  sticks  or  bits 
of  wood  across  the  stream — pretty  high  up  near 
the  springs — so  that  the  millions  of  gallons  which 
run  right  away  to  the  sea  may  be  saved  !  Then 
there  is  what  is  known  as 

"  Watching  the  Waters." 

In  the  North  last  week  a  watcher  was  watching 
the  water.  His  name  was  Kufus  (so-called  from 
the  colour  of  his  red  hair).  The  night  wa-t  calm 
and  still,  save  for  the  occasional  "plornp"  of  a 
lively  salmon.  The  moon  shone  brightly, 
but  the  water  watcher  was  being  watched 
by  about  seventeen  other  watchers  (on  quite 
another  lay).  The  watcher  (alias  poacher)  was 
seen  to  take  from  one  of  his  pockets  a  "  Zerfass" 
bag — the  sort  that  roll  up  into  a  small  compass  when 
empty,  and  assume  abnormal  proportions  when 
full.  When  the  bag  was  filled,  the  watcher  found 
that  he  was  "  discovered,"  and  did  what  is  called  a 
"  run,"  but  was  soon  captured  red-headed  and  red- 
handed.  When  taken  before  Mr.  Bailie — although 
only  on  suspicion — two  salmon  andonekelt — fresh- 
run  (that's  why  they  are  called  "  fresh-run  ") — were 
concealed  about  his  person.  As  you  all  know  he 
was  "mulcted"  in  a  small  fine.  (Another  voice — 
a  still  small  voice) : 

"  What  about  the  Pollution  of  Our  Waters  ?  " 

The  principal  cause  of  pollution,  and  most  danger- 
ous to  fish  life,  is  the  poisonous  refuse  from  chemical 
works,  which  seem  to  thrive  along  the  banks  of' 
rivers.  Then  "  flax  water"  is  not  considered  very 
useful,  but  it  comes  on  regularly  once  a  year,  and 
goes  away  again  without  being, told.  "  Blue  Billy  " 
is  another  offender.  The  silvery  muddy  Thames 
does  not  interfere  with  fish  life  between 
Battersea  Bridge  and  London  Bridge,  but, 
although  fishing  from  London  Bridge  is  free, 
the  policemen  ask  to  see  your  ticket  —  Han- 
well  or  Colney  Hatch  both  available  —  and 
generally  point  to  Billingsgate.  It  is  only  a  few 
yards  below  the  bridge,  and  fish  are  abundant. 
Dead  dogs,  broken  baskets,  and  bundles  of  straw  do 
not  affect  fish  life — they  float  calmly  down  and  up 
again  twice  daily.  The  "  Drain  Swim "  near 
Kingston  is  much  loved  by  roach  and  chub  on 
account  of  the  nice  little  bits  which  are  thrown  out 
at  the  various  restaurants  and  hotels.    There  are 

other  causes  of  (Interruption):  "Quite  enough 

of  that  subject — 

What  about  Home  Rule?" 
Well,  I  believe  in  domestic  felicity — of  course, 
a  little  quarrel  now  and  then  just  to  let  people 
know  you  are  alive.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  not  wise  to  interfere  with  home  rule.  All 
I  have  to  do  is  to  bring  as  much  home  as  possible,  and 
leave  the  rest  to  the  mater.  Once  upon  a  time  in 
the  absence  of  the  lady  of  the  house  for  a  fortnight, 
I  elected  very  cheerfully  to  see  things  all  right — in 
fact,  I  thought  I  could  save  a  pound  on  the  house- 
keeping. There  were  four  children,  one  nurse,  and 
one  '•  general."  I  was  the  housekeeper  and  purse- 
keeper.  Worked  jolly  hard  ;  studied  economy  ;  got 
myself  disliked ;  and  ultimately  had  to  add  some  of 
my  own  money  to  what  was  left  me  for  the  fort- 
night. Will  these  fourteen  days  of  home  rule  ever 
end  ?  At  last  "  home  once  more  !  "  And  then  the 
reckoning !  No  more  Home  Rule  for  me.  It  was 
an  education.    Now  we'll  change  the  subject  to 

The  "Education"  Question. 
My  experience  is  that  fish  do  not  need  any  further 
tuition,  tor  they  religiously  dart  away  when  I  hove 
in  sight.  They  know  a  thing  or  two.  You  will  ask 
me  whether  they  can  see,  hear,  smell,  or  taste. 
Notice  their  eyes — no  electioneering  address  is 
complete  without  a  few  "  I's."  Look  at  your  float 
in  the  water,  and  notice  whether  fish  see  'em  as 
others  Isee  'em.  No ;  they  know  all  about  the 
angles.  They  can  hear  well  enough,  and  can  tell 
100  yards    off    when    I'm    coming  along  with 


"  measured  beat  and  slow."  As  for  smell,  why 
do  we  save  up  all  the  old  cheese,  and  buy 
attar  of  roses  and  assafetida  to  mix  with  our 
beautiful  sweet, jStrrowroot  biscuit  and  milk  scone 
baits  ?  Then  we  have  eyed  hooks — turned  up  and 
turned  down.  (The  turned-up  hooks  are  not  in 
any  way  responsible  for  fish  being  "  tumed-up," 
that  is  the  fault  of  thunder  and  lightning.)  Then, 
brother  conspirators,  why  do  we  not  alter  it  ?  Not 
content  with  frightening  us  in  the  summer,  it  has 
taken  to  give  us  a  s('ance  in  the  winter.  Now  is  the 
time  to  put  your  feet  down,  and  stop  it  once  and 
for  all.  It  matters  not  what  artifices  or  dodges  you 
may  adopt,  they  know  your  little  game.  In  pre- 
historic days  they  trolled  not,  neither  did  they 
spin ;  I  suppose  they  paternostered,  or  float- 
ledgered.  No  ;  leave  the  Education  question  alone.  I 
will  change  the  subject,  and  come  to_the,que8tion  of 

Fishing  in  the  Public  Parks,  Lakes,  Ponds, 
Reservoirs,  etc. 

There  is  very  little  to  be  said  on  this  subject  

(Interruption.)  Yes;  what  is  this  blue  paper 
handed  up  to  me  ?  I'll  read  it :  "  Mr.  Dragnet, — 
Sir,  how  long  do  you  intend  keeping  the  thousands 
of  people  outside  ?  They  will  not  budge  an  inch 
till  you  come  out."  Very  well ;  say  that  it  will  be 
all  over  in  about  two  minutes.  Gentlemen,  you 
see  how  we  are  situated,  and  in  order  that  there 
shall  be  no  breach  of  the  peace,  I  will  close  with  a 
few  remarks  on  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  wish  Mr.  Barber  could  say  a  few  words  to  you 
about  it.  No  matter  !  Next  to  getting  me  into 
the  "House,"  what  nobler  object  could  an  angler 
have  in  view  than  to  assist  his  more  unfortunate 
brethren  in  distress  ?  I  think,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Anglo-French  delegates — Me=srs.  Abrahams, 
Franco,  and  Jacobs — the  Lychnobite  contingent, 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorials,  and  Messrs. 
Carter's  Islinetonians,  we  might  devote  a  few 
minutes  to  a  COLLECTION.  (Now  for  the  answer 
to  the  bit  of  blue  paper.)    * '  See  how  they  run  !  " 

The  Doors  were  Opened  Wide,  and  not  a 
Penny  was  Subscribed. 
The  crowd  outside  cheered  and  moved  off,  thinking 
it  was  all  over.  It  wasn't.  It  was  only  a  little 
trick  which  I've  seen  performed  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  Now  that  there  is  only  half  an  audience, 
we  may  as  well  get  back  to  the  subject  of 

"  Free  and  Private  Fishing." 

Free  Fishing  and  Fishcal  Reform — or  Protection 
and  Preservation — is  a  subject  upon  which  I  could 
speak  all  night.  (A  voice):  "  Cut  it  short."  Well, 
as  to  the  fishing  in  Public  Parks,  the  London  County 
Council  has  it  in  hand,  and  I  hope  we  may  be  able 
soon  to  "try  our  luck"  when  they've  put  some 
more  fish  in.  Of  course,  there  will  be  a  book  of  rules 
issued,  but  nothing  to  pay,  as  that  would  spoil  the 
idea  of  "Free"  fishing.  It  has  always  been  a 
source  of  wonderment  to  me  why  people 
spend  hundreds  of  pounds  for  "  protecting  "  their 
waters.  They  buy  tons  of  fish  for  restocking ;  pay 
bailiffs  and  watchers  to  see  that  no  strangers 
are  allowed  within  their  gates ;  and  yet  there 
are  thousands  of  anglers  who  would  be  only 
too  pleased  to  try  their  luck  without  paying 
a  penny  towards  the  funds.  The  only  remedy 
for  this  state  of  affairs  is  to  appoint  a  deputa- 
tion —  not  to-night  —  to  see  whether  every  bit 
of  water  in  the  kingdom — salmon,  trout,  and 
coarse — cannot  be  thrown  open  to  all.  I  shall  refer 
to  this  subject,  gentlemen,  when  I  have  a  larger 
audience.  That  "  Benevolent "  collection  has 
certainly  cooled  the  air,  and  cooled  my  ardour. 
•  «  «  *  * 

As  I  have  already  said,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  you 
all  I  know  about  fishing  in  the  course  of  two  hours 
— less  one  hour  for  interruptions.  Of  this,  gentle- 
men, I  can  assure  you,  that  what  I  know  and  what 
I  don't  know  would  make  a  very  decent  book  (in 
size).  But  if  I  should  be  unfortunate  enough  to 
represent  you  in  the  "  Anglers'  Parliament,"  I  will 
settle,  or,  rather,  try  to  settle,  many  questions  which 
have  agitated  the  minds  of  the  angling  community 
for  centuries,  such  as — 

"  How  to  tell  a  Cock  from  a  Hen  Fish." 
"  Do  Salmon  Feed  in  Fresh  Water  or  Stale  1  " 
"  Why  do  Fish  have  Bones  ?  " 
"  Why  do  Fish  not  Bite  ?  " 
"  Wh&t  is  the  Origin  of  the  Eel  ?  " 

"The  Difference  between  Wet  and  Dry  Fly 
Fishing.  ' 

"  Cheaper  Railway  Facilities  for  Sea  Anglers." 
"The  Thames  Live-Bait  Question." 
"  Light  Rods  V.  Heavy  Rods." 
"Sniggering,"  "Snatching,"  "Leistering,"  and 
"Tickling," 

although  the  latter  has  now  practically  ceased  in 
consequence  of  the  popular  song,  "Stop  your 
Tickling,  Jock,"  written  and  composed  by 

Deaqnet. 
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Pfovifieial  flfiglifig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Earlswood  Reservoir  has  again  been  restocked  by- 
Mr.  Davenport ;  under  the  super\'ision  of  Mr.  T. 
Coles  some  thousands  of  roach  and  perch  have  been 
put  in,  a  large  number  of  the  former  fish  being  over 
1  lb.  each.    The  water  will  be  well  loolced  after,  and 
in  the  near  future  .^ome  fine  sport  will  be  obtained 
on  the  water,  which  is  about  eight  miles  from  our 
city.    I  hear  of  some  of  our  clubs  going  in  for 
restocking  ;  this  conunends  itself  to  all  well  managed 
clubs  who  rent  land-locked  waters.    The  Birming- 
ham Piscatorial  Society  has  ceased  to  exist ;  this 
club  was  the  oldest  ia  Birmingham,  and  rented 
water  for  many  years  at  Barton  and  Walton.  Mr. 
C.  Brown,  of  the  Crown  Society,  Newton-street,  has 
(  obtained  for  his  members  permission  to  fish  a  private 
!  portion  of  the  Teme  at  Knightwick.    This  will  no 
I  doubt  be  the  means  of  causing  a  number  of  new 
1  members  to  join  the  society.    The  Handsworth 
i  Murdoch  Club,  who  meet  at  the  Ivy  House  Tavern, 
;  Handsworth,  intend  going  in  for  fishing  this  year, 
'  as  they  intend  devoting  the  major  portion  of  their 
I  income  to  fish  and  fishing,  and  not  for  dividend  or 
'  prizes.    Mr.  J.  D.  Brown  will  shortly  give  another 
I  lecture,  with  limelight  views,  at  the  Handsworth 
I  Lion  dub.    Mr.  T.  Coles  has  also  promised  to  do 
likewise.  Sport  on  the  Avon,  at  Defford,  is  improv- 
ing.   Some  good-sized  pike  have  lately  been  taken 
by  Worcester  anglers  from  the  Railway  Inn  water. 
We  have  had  a  nice  change  in  the  weather  this 
last  day  or  so,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  some 
week-end  fishing  to  be  had. 

1  FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

I  Since  last  notes  we  have  had  some  exceptionally 
hea%'y  rains,  and  as  most  of  the  Fen  waters  are 
in  a  state  of  flood  angling  has  been  considerably 
interfered  with.  Prior  to  the  downpour  the  rivers 
j  were  in  first-class  condition  for  trolling,  and  we 
I  had  a  good  time  among  the  pike.  Witham  anglers 
'  did  best  on  the  lower  reaches — namely,  in  the 
Dogdyke  and  Langrick  districts — but  beyond  a 
10-pounder  or  so  very  few  fish  were  killed  over  fib. 
I  tried  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Forty- foot  one  day 
towards  the  end  of  last  week,  and  did  well  in  a 
moderate  gale.  The  fish  seemed  particularly  active, 
and  I  accounted  for  six  brace  as  the  result  of  two 
hours' trolling.  The  heaviest  weighed  81b.  I  moved 
several  others,  and  lost  three  which  were  insecurely 
hooked.  I  used  a  "  Wagtail  "  spinner  and  a  Canadian 
tassel  spoon,  but  did  best  with  the  first-named. 
On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  I  hear  that 
pike  have  also  been  giving  fair  sport.  Roach  fishing 
had  become  rather  monotonous  before  the  rainfall, 
I    and  the  rise  will  probably  set  them  moving  again. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  only  been  very  moderate  in  this  dis- 
trict since  the  advent  of  the  new  year.  However, 
the  River  HulU  and  the  Driffield'  Canal  are  both  in 
very  fair  order,  and  should  the  weather  prove 
favourable,  sport  should  greatly  improve  by  this 
week-end.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also  in 
nice  condition,  and  from  the  top  ponds  both  pike 
and  roach  have  been  secured  At  the  last  Council 
meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association,  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  pre- 
sentation to  the  retiring  president,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.. 
Calvert,  as  a  token  of  esteem  for  his  valuable 
services  during  his  term  of  office.  Mr.  R.  P.  Holmes 
was  also  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the 
amalgamation.  The  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught 
during  the  past  season  will  be  presented  on 
Jan.  26.  A  concert  in  aid  of  the  restocking  fund 
will  also  be  held  on  the  same  evening.  The  St. 
Leger  Angling  Association  will  hold  their  annual 
meeting  on  Jan.  16. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  the  inclement  weather 
and  the  elections  have  kept  anglers  abnormally 
quiet.  The  "  club  room  swim  "  is  the  most  popular. 
Late  reports  do  not  reveal  the  fact  of  any  record 
breaking  specimens  being  recorded  in  1905.  Not  a 
single  report  of  interest  is  to  hand  from  our  rivers, 
and  even  the  Bollin  is  again  in  flood.  Most  of  our 
waters  are  again  free  from  ice,  but  pike  fishing  is  off. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

Most  of  our  city  rods  are  angling  for  votes,  and 
no  one  will  bo  sorry  when  the  elections  are  over 
to-day,  Jan.  1.3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Moss 
Side  Socials  was  held  on  Jan.  8,  and  all  the  prin- 
cipal officers  were  re-elected.  The  Salford  Socials 
disposed  of  their  routine  ljusiness,  deferred  by  the 
holiday.*,  on  Jan.  12.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Ardwick  Ariglor.s  'wa-s  an  enjoyable  event.  Club 
life  ia  more  in  evidence. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  in  our  districts  have  been 
checked  by  a  flood,  which  appears  to  have  wrought 
considerable  havoc  in  the  valley  of  the  Soar,  which 
joins  the  Trent  a  short  distance  from  Tiont  Lock. 
The  rise  of  the  Trent  was  very  rapid,  but  nowa- 
days the  flood  water  runs  off  much  more  quickly 
than  previously,  dredging  operations,  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  having  been  carried  on  for  some 
years  past.  On  Thursday  (Jan.  4)  pike  fishing 
was  possible  on  most  of  the  backwaters,  and  at 
Shardlow.  Mr.  J.  Greaves  and  Mr.  A.  Johnson,  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society,  ran  and  landed  four 
nice  fish  at  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow,  others 
were  got  at  Ingoldsby,  Kelham,  and  Hazleford ; 
whOst  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  at  Cropwell  Bishop, 
Mr.  H.  Heaton,  of  Radford,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  seciu-e  one  of  161b.  Fish  of  this  weight  are  rarely 
met  with  in  the  canal,  and  Mr.  Heaton  was  naturally 
very  proud  of  his  capture.  The  heavy  water 
will  improve  angling  all  round.  It  will  drive  further 
pike  into  the  backwaters,  cleanse  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  thus  make  it  more  acceptable  to  bottom 
fishermen.  These  of  late  have  been  handicapped 
in  so  far  as  the  use  of  the  worm  is  concerned. 
Reaching  has  been  the  worst  known  for  years,  and 
few  bream  have  shown  the  slightest  disposition  to 
feed.  The  change  should  bring  on  both  fish,  and 
produce  better  results  and  heavier  creels  generally. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  and  continuous  rain  we  have  had  has 
poured  a  large  body  of  water  into  owe  rivers,  and 
all  angling  is  stopped  for  a  time.  The  Teme  is 
rising  rapidly  and  a  mighty  stream  of  very  highly 
coloured  water  is  running  into  the  Severn  and 
causing  that  river  to  overrun  its  banks.  The  Avon 
is  also  in  flood,  and  large  tracts  of  land  in  the 
Eckington  and  other  districts  are  under  water.  A 
great  number  of  salmon  are  reported  to  have  passed 
over  the  weirs,  and  should  reach  the  upper  part  of 
the  Severn  without  difficulty,  and  the  nets  should 
have  a  good  time  of  it  when  the  season  opens.  I 
regret  to  find  the  report  of  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs'  catch 
of  fish  given  in  your  issue  of  December  30  was  not 
quite  correct — the  weight  was  right,  but  instead  of 
being  all  grayling,  it  should  have  been  grayling, 
chub,  and  dace. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Holiday  sport  has  been  variable  in  character  and 
moderately  successful.  The  weather  continues 
mild,  and  grayling  and  pike  fishers  who  were  eager 
to  welcome  King  Frost  have  been  sorely  dis- 
appointed at  his  sudden  disappearance.  The  Boston 
Spa  district  seems  to  have  attracted  much  attention 
from  anglers,  whose  holdiday  catches  of  roach, 
dace,  and  grayling  weighed  up  to  nearly  20lb.  The 
Derwent,  at  Kirkham,  yielded  some  nice  grayling, 
a  number  of  good  roach  were  taken,  and  the  chub 
caught  included  a  fine  fish  weighing  over  31b. 
The  Swale  is  well  known  to  be  liberally  supplied 
with  fish,  especially  grayling.  Of  the  latter,  234 
were  secured  in  eleven  outings.  At  present  this 
river  is  in  good  trim,  more  particularly  in  the  Rich- 
mond district.  At  Morton  Bridge,  anglers  swim- 
ming the  little  red  worm  have  done  fairly  well. 
Fish  are  welU  on  the  feed  in  the  Wiske,  and  good 
sport  may  be  obtained.  Pike  anglers  along  the 
Witham  banks  have  been  favoured.  An  angler  in 
two  outings  creeled  fourteen  fish.  Wharfe  fishing 
was  disappointing.  The  death  is  recorded  of  Mr. 
Albert  Newby,  a  keen  angler,  who  was  well  known 
in  the  York  and  Leeds  districts.  Formerly,  he  was 
a  skilful  cricketer. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  wild  and  wet,  and  all 
waters  are  in  a  high  state  of  flood.  Spring  salmon 
are  arriving  at  many  places,  and  the  outlook  on 
those  waters  where  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1  is 
rather  encouraging.  Sea  angling  continues  sus- 
pended everywhere,  owing  to  the  bad  weather.  At 
the  last  Mallow  petty  sessions,  a  man  named  Denis 
Barter  was  prosecuted  by  Mr.  Thomas  Drohan,  in- 
spector of  flsheries,  for  using  a  spear  and  light  on 
the  River  Clyda,  at  Annaleeka  Bridge,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  salmon  or  other  fish  on  the  night  of 
November  27  last.  The  defendant  was  fined  £1, 
and  £1  costs.  At  the  last  Killorglin  petty  sessions, 
Patrick  Moroney  and  others  were  summoned  for  that 
on  Nov.  7  last  they  unlawfully  had  in  their  posses- 
sion certain  mussels  taken-  from  Castlemaine 
Haven,  inside  an  imaginary  line  drawn  from  Ross 
Point,  in  the  County  Kerry,  that  would  pass  freely 
through  a  ring  one  inch  in  diameter.  Each  of  the 
defendants  was  fined  £4. 

NoKTH  AND  West  of  Ireland. 

The  following  northern  rivers  open  on  Feb.  1  : — 
Lagan,  Kilroot,  Glynn,  Inver,  Glenarm,  Glenarriff, 
Glenaan,  Dahl,  Dun,  Carey,  Glenshesk  and  Bush, 


in  CO.  Antrim  ;  Lennon,  the  numerous  streams  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Innishowen  Peninsula,  Swilly. 
Owencarrow,  Gartan  Lake,  Lough  Fern,  Glen 
Lough,  the  Rosses  waters,  Gwoedore,  Gweebara, 
Bunduff  ajid  Bundrowes,  all  in  co.  Donegal.  Some 
of  those  aro  early  salmon  rivers,  and  so  early  in 
the  season  trouting  Ls  unimportant  on  the  others. 
Netting  opened  on  the  Sligo,  or  Garvoguo  river,  on 
New  Year's  Day,  it  being  one  of  the  two  Irish  rivers 
which  open  for  netting  on  that  date.  Since  the 
opening  day  some  fine  salmon,  in  the  best  of 
condition,  were  taken,  but  not  so  many  as 
is  usual  in  the  fir.st  week  This  is  owing  to 
the  heavy  floods  preceding  the  opening  day, 
whoreby  the  fish  got  right  through  the  fishery 
to  Lough  Gill  and  the  tributaries  entering  it. 
The  ninth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Camcor 
and  Little  Brosna  Fishery  Preservation  Society  was 
hold  recently  in  Birr— the  Earl  of  Rosse,  H.M.L., 
K.P.,  presiding.  The  annual  report  was  read  by 
the  secretary.  Colonel  Alfred  Ruttledge  ;  it  was  of 
a  satisfactory  nature,  and  the  financial  statement 
considered  satisfactory. 


"ilofes  from  f^c  Woxi^. 

The  Halladale,  Strathy,  Navor  and  Borgio,  also 
the  Helmsdale,  have  opened  the  Scotch  salmon 
angling  season  in  the  far  north.  These  threw  oft  the 
legal  closure  on  Thursday,  Jan.  11.  The  Thurso 
followed  on  Friday.  The  Tay,  Loch .  Tay,  and 
Teith  follow  on  Monday,  Jan.  15. 

A  fine  old  angler,  Mr.  W.  McCombie  Stewart,  the 
well-known  station-master  at  Dyce  on  the  Don, 
passed  away  last  week  in  his  retirement  at  Craigel- 
lachie  on  the  Spey  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  have 
agreed  to  approach  the  Dee  Fishery  Board  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  providing  enlarged  feeding 
ponds  in  connection  with  the  Drum  Hatchery,  so  as 
to  make  the  rearing  of  fry  to  the  smolt  stage  profit- 
able. 

William  Ellis,  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Don,  was  fined  5s.,  with  25s.  of  expenses,  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week  for  "  burning  the 
water"  up  there. 

Last  year  was  a  record  season  at  Aberdeen  in  the 
matter  of  sea  fish,  the  total  amount  landed  being 
over  one  and  a  half  million  hundredweights,  realising 
a  money  value  of  £838,888,  being  £95,117  better 
than  the  previous  year.  Special  Scotch. 


BRITANNIA  PIER,  GREAT  YARMOUTH. 


On  Dec.  2,  1905,  we  gave  an  illustration  of  pier 
fishing  at  Great  Yarmouth,  and  the  following  par- 
ticulars, kindly  sent  by  a  correspondent,  may  be  of 
interest :  — 

"  The  increased  facilities  for  fishing  which  have 
been  given  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Nightingale,  the  managing 
director  of  the  Britannia  Pier,  at  this  popular 
resort  during  the  last  fishing  season  has  been  the 
means  of  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  anglers 
fishing  from  the  landing  stages  of  that  pier,  and 
there  has  never  been  a  greater  number  of  fishing 
competitions  in  Great  Yarmouth  than  during  the 
past  three  months.  The  ancient  rivalry  between 
Lowestoft  and  Yarmouth  is  still  maintained,  and 
the  latest  is  in  the  competitions  between  the  rival 
angling  societies  of  these  two  well-known  setiside 
and  fishing  resorts.  Everything  possible  is  done 
for  the  comfort  of  those  using  the  pier  for  angling 
purposes.  Wind  screens  have  been  erected,  and 
additional  facilities  have  been  given  to  those 
desirous  of  fishing  during  the  night  by  way  of 
electric  light,  ordinary  lamps,  etc.  The  number  of 
persons  fishing  from  the  Britannia  Pier  during  the 
last  week  in  September  and  October,  1905,  comes 
out  at  a  few  under  three  thousand.  The  whiting 
fishing  commences  about  the  middle  of  September 
and  lasts  from  that  date  until  about  the  end  of 
October.  This  is  the  best  time,  although,  of 
course,  the  fish  are  to  be  had  later.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  great  number  of  fish  caught  this  year,  it  is 
described  as  somewhat  below  the  average.  The 
number  of  whiting  and  codling  caught  in  the  period 
above  mentioned  comes  out  at  nearly  twenty-seven 
thousand  fish.  The  codling  season  runs  from  the 
latter  part  of  October  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  has  proved  very  good.  The  enthusiasm  of  sea 
angUng  from  the  pier  has  grown  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  has'infected  the  ladies,  and  they  have  now 
formed  a  Sea  Angling  Association  of  their  own,  and 
have  already  held  several  competitions." 
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Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  JUetlical  Exami tuition,  reijiiireit. 


Wiite  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

1''.  J.  LEE-SMITir,  MiiiiU'.I'iiiI  l>iii;-t„r. 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  is  not  connned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thk  casualty  Insukanck  Company,  Ttd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  liainicn  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
hy  an  acciilent  to  a  train  or  tx)  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passeiiser  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  ridin;;  as  a  ticket-bearinK  or  fare-payin;; 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
ou  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  (jucstion  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  he  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accirtent  he  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occiu'rence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  (i  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
e  a.m.  ou  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


Signed- 


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  shoidd  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Snb.scribcrs  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  jicriod  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  foiward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALTY 
INSDKANCF.  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  W.iterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 

Oh  XI  za- T  X.  xa  s  - 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Tiade  supplied. — Ajiply  for  terms  to  .f.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Jlurket  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 

mHlllli  «  SPORTIKG  PfiOPfiRTlKb, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


ESTATES  CAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Ilesult.s  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Chirf  Office  : 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON.  B.C. 


THE  TEST  YALLEY  FISHERY 

Send  for  PRICE  LIST  of  Yearling  and 
Two  -  year  -  old    Brovra    and  Rainbow 
TROUT,  &c.— Apply, 

T.  EDWARDS,  Lower  Brook,  Stockbridge. 
Hants. 


ANGLERS'  FAVORITE  DRESSINC. 

WU  \/  Prejiared  from  Oil  useil 
by  fiurriers  throughout 
the  World,  combined  with  other  active 
water  and  damp-resisting  ingredients. 
Producing  an  excellent  Dressing  for 
Fishing  Boots.  Of  Bootmakers  ;  8piers  & 
Pond,  6d.  *  1/-.    Samples,  8d. 

10,  Basinuhai.l  Stukkt,'  E.C. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 

RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYEKS  FllRllES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  I'AUIS. 


Oood  section.    Hotel.    February  10  to 

April  14.  £100. 
Another,  from  February  10  to  June  30. 

£200. 

Another,  2  miles,  both  banks.  February 
10  to  April  30.  €120. 

44,  Duke  St.,  St.  James',  London. 


Old-Established, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE 

(and  GUN)  BUSINESS 

in  Devon 

FOR  DISPOSAL 

on  very  reasonable  terms ;  will  bear 
investigation.  —  Particulars  of  Mr.  A. 
Meykii.  122,  Wood  Street,  London. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.     Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON.  Timber  Metchants 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Hsls  on  application. 

25,  Abchurch  Lane,  London,  £.C. 

PROUrS  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHiNG, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet. 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Tlihibitfon.  I8f^3. 
Oold  Medal,   Capetown,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &c. 
3d.,  Sd.,  !/•,  1/6  piR  BOX. 


Sample  per  i>o8t 


p-nnTT-r    an    TIaaV   Bt,  .  Jjnn.fnr.  W. 


THEATRES. 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collius. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  1".  C.  Burnand,  .(.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

ArtliiU'  Collins. 
Walter  Passmore,  H.arry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  .lohnuie  Danvers,  Ai'tlnir  Con- 
quest, Queenif  Leighton,  May  de  Soiisa,  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  hy  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Bo.\  Uffice  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 


HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brongh,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Produced  by  Mr. 
George  Edwardes. — Seats  can  be  hooked  for- 
ward till  Kaster.— EVEKY  EVENING,  at  8.30, 
Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30.  THE  LITTLE 
MICHU!?.  iMUe.  Adeline  Geiiee  ;  Messrs.  Robei  t 
Evett,  Louis  Bradtield,  Fred  Emney,  .James 
Blakeley,  Willie  Warde,  and  Geoige  Graves ; 
Misses  Adrieune  Augarde,  Amy  Augarde,  and 
Denise  Orme.    Matinees  and  Evenings. 


ri  AIETY  THEATRE.— Manager,  Mr. 

George  Edwardes.— TO-NlGHT,and  EVERY 
EVENING,  at  8(doors  open  7.40),  anew  Musical 
Play,  entitled,  "THE  .SPRING  CHICKEN." 
Box  Office  open  from  10  till  10.  Matinee,  Satur- 
day Next,  at  2.0.   Doors  open  1.40. 


The  Celebrated  .  .  . 

BISCUIT 

IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Iiuzury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 

Delicious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Meat,  or  Cheese. 

R<K:ommcndiid  hy  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (post free)  4/6. 
S.ilc  Makiis:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
DOUGLAS,  ISI.G  OF  MAN. 


TO  LET. 


f J  Miles  of  Splendid 

TROUT  FISHING 


Apply- 


In  the  River  Test. 

C.  MINTRIM,  Estate  Agrcnt, 

Rom>»cy,  ants. 


SPOON  BAITS. 

Woll-fitiisbcd, and  spin  on  rigbt  principle, 
wire  gimp,  treated  to  resenibln  weed,  very 
strong,  and  unnoticed  by  fisb.    Pike  will 
follow  and  jump  out  of  water.  8cl. 
"If  you  wish  them  not  to  Hee 
Have  a  trace  they  do  not  sue." 

.1.  POOLEY,  Burgh. on. Bain,  Lincoln. 


WIMBLEDON  LAE  FISHERY 

Book  to  WIMBLEDOH  PARK  STATION. 


Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
Fobruary,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikcing  in- 
clusive). Two  Hods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAIM,  Water  Bailiff. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wUl  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon. 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe- 
departments  are:  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  'Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
PORBION  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO., 
23,  Finch    Lane   Oornh'D.  Uondot* 

ADtlKESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


75th  TEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(IJith    YEA  R), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:   PH.  LINET. 

"  Le  Pecheur." 

Office :  10.  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts.  10,  Paris. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

BHOnLS  ADTEKTISB  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charget  very  moderate. 
Addrei*:  King  SUeet.  Alfretoo. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  [  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
(or  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  3s. ;  6  doz.  for  3«.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  nia^nitlccnce,  cheap- 
ness, and  killhin  powers  ;  havini;  no  ecpial. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Kishing  Tackle 
and  Kly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JoKn  mriiltie  &  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


A    NEW    YEAR  PRESENT, 

GRAY'S  PATENT 
ENAMEL  FLY  CASE. 

IIookK  easily  inserted  and  removed  ;  no  rnst, 
and  will  not  shake  loose.  Price  3/9,  and  smaller 
with  division  and  s;las»,  1/6.  Send  your  own 
case  and  1/-  for  alteration  to 

HYDE  END  FISHERIES.  Brimpton,  Berks. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KINO. 
President:  II.K.U.  The  Dnke  of  Coniiaiight,  K.fJ. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL- 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY  25,  at  8. 

BRAHMS'  REQUIEM 

AND 

MENDELSSOHN'S 

HYMN  OF  PRAISE 

MADAIVIE  SOBRINO. 
lUISS  EDITH  PATCHING. 

MR.   JOHN  OOATES. 
MR.   FRANCIS  HARFORD. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  78.  M.  ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  fid. 
to      3s.    Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  41,  5s. 
Unreserved   (rows   5   to  8),    is.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE   SJHILLING.      Tickets  of 
nsual  Agents  and  at  Boyal  Albert  HalL 


Crjstal  Palace 

Continuation  of  tlie  Great 

XMAS    HOLIDAY  PROGRAMME. 


MR.  HUMPHREY  E.  BRAMMALL'S 

GRAND 

CONTINENTAL  CIRCUS 


in  the  Centre  Transept, 
Twice  Daily,  at  2.30  and  6.30. 

GORGEOUS  PANTOMIME 

DICK  WHITTINCTON 

Twice  Daily  in  Theatre,  4.0  and  8.0. 
A  Brilliant  Spectacle, 
Superb  Dresses. 


ROLLER  SKATING 

On  the  Great  Asphalte  Rink. 


LEONI  CLARKE'S  FAMOUS  CATS 
PROFESSOR  LE  WISE, 
Ventriloquist  and  Illusionist. 

MOTOR  BAGATELLE. 

^HELTER  SKELTER. 


Military  Band  and  other  Daily 
Attractions. 


Jaxuary  13,  1906 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebltot, 

lyVe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

BEG ARDTXG  THE  COMPARATIVE  STRENGTH 
OF  DIFFERENT  FISH  AS  DISPLAYED  IN 
THE  AMOUNT  OF  RESISTANCE  OFFERED 
BY  THKM  WHEN  HOOKED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  interesting  article  on  roach 
fishing,  "  With  the  Paternoster,"  published  in  the 
Fi/>hing  Gazette  of  Dec.  16,  1905,  I  note  the  follow- 
intr  paragraph  referring  to  the  fish  in  question  : 
"He  is  as  handsome  as  any  fish  that  swims,  he  is — - 
in  clear  running  streams,  at  any  rate — almost  as 
good  a  fighter  as  the  trout  (I  have  seen  some  better 
than  a  trout  of  equal  size),"  etc. 

The  author's  estimation  of  the  fighting  qualities 
of  a  good  roach  and  his  comparison  of  it  to  the 
trout,  as  a  fighter,  were  of  considerable  interest  to 
me,  as  corroborating  an  opinion  which  I  formed  a 
good  many  years  ago,  and  which  I  might  formulate 
thus  :  "The  strength  of  a  fish  (as  displayed  by  the 
amount  of  resistance,  or  '  fight,'  which  it  shows 
when  hooked)  depends  in  a  large  measure  on  a 
great  number  of  local  and  individual  conditions." 
Therefore,  when  stating  that  I  have  found  this  or 
that  fish  to  be  a  good  fighter,  or  an  indifferent  one, 
I  always  make  a  point  of  restricting  the  purport  of 
my  "appreciation"  by  adding  that  it  refers  to  a 
certain  definite  locality. 

I  remember  very  vi\ddly  my  first  experience  in 
this  direction,  the  subject  of  which  was  a  pike- 
perch  {Lvcioperca  sandra,  according  to  the  termin- 
ology of  the  Old  Continent ;  Stizostedium  vitreum, 
wall-eyed  pike,  according  to  that  of  North  America) 
of  7Jlb.  It  was  the  first  fish  of  that  kind  caught 
by  me,  and — by  its  play — I  never  could  have 
guessed  what  I  had  hooked.  The  fact  is,  that  I  had 
read  such  glowing  descriptions  of  the  pike-perch  as 
a  "tackle  smasher"  that  when,  after  a  very  faint 
semblaace  of  fight,  inferior  to  that  of  a  41b.  bream, 
a  good-sized,  well  -  conditioned  pike -perch,  of  a 
splendid  "  smoky  mother-of-pearl  "  colour,  emerged 
from  the  depths  of  the  Serdoba,  I  hardly  could 
trust  my  eyes. 

The  chub  offers  another  illustration  to  the  above 
theory.  I  know  localities  where  he  is  looked  upon 
as  a  "  big  warrior,"  while  in  others  he  is  considered 
extremely  faint-hearted. 

Of  course,  in  all  these  cases  there  is  the  "personal 
element "  on  the  side  of  the  angler  that  has  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  What  is  "  a  grand  fight " 
to  one  man  may  be  quahfied  as  "  a  very  poor  "  one 
by  another.  But  in  those  case-5,  where  the  same 
individual  "  pas-ses  judgment"  on  different  fish,  the 
errors  due  to  the  "  personal  element"  are  not  likely 
to  be  serious,  and  from  this  point  of  view  such 
statements  as  the  above-quoted  one  of  "Pater- 
noster's "  axe  of  great  interest  and  value. 

I  have  had  lately  quite  a  series  of  experiences  of 
a  similar  kind  with  regard  to  Crucian  carp  and 
tench  from  a  pond  on  our  estate  in  the  province  of 
Yaroslav.  Somewhat  longer  than  wide,  it  coveis 
about  one  acre,  and  varies  in  depth  from  4ft. 
(within  a  yard  from  the  bank)  to  from  loft,  to  20ft. 
in  the  middle  ;  it  is  fed  by  several  springs  of  con- 
siderable power,  so  that  even  in  the  height  of 
summer  the  lower  layers  of  the  water  (beyond,  say, 
5ft.  to  7ft.  from  the  surface)  are  decidedly  cool. 
The  first  time  I  wetted  a  line  in  this  pond — in  1000 
— I  was  astonished  (and  in  no  small  mea-ure)  by 
the  amount  of  "  fight  "  shown  by  the  Crucian  carp, 
its  only  inhabitant.s  at  the  time,  that  came  to  hook 
on  this  my  debut.  They  were  small  beggars,  Jib.  to 
iib.,  but  they  showed  fight  to  an  amount  out  of 
all  proportion  to  their  weight ;  in  fact,  the 
i-pounders  gave  at  least  as  much  sport,  if  not 
more,  as  pound  roach  from  the  Desna,  which  I 
always  u.sed  to  con.sider  very  plucky  fighters  indeed. 

After  this  first  attempt  I  used  to  do  some  angling 
in  this  pond  every  summer,  and  succeeded  in 
catching  larger  fish,  up  to  lib.  '2oz.,  which  gave  me 
much  enjoyment,  their  fighting  qualities  being 
enhanced  by  the  pliancy  of  the  rods  and  the 
delicacy  of  the  tackle  u.sed.  But,  sad  to  acknow- 
ledge, fi.sh  beyond  ^Ib.  were  few  and  far  between, 
though  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  presence 
of  big  fish  ;  they  were  to  be  seen  frequently  during 
the  middle  of  the  day  basking  in  the  sun  near  to 
the  surface  —  big,  burly  chaps,  that  made  one's 
heart  throb  and  on=i's  mouth  water.  And,  bearing 
in  mind  that  my  eldest  son  had  caught  a  4-pounder 
once,  I  could  not  help  nur.sing  a  faint  gleam  of  hope 
that  I,  too,  might  get  hold  of  "something  big" 
8ome  day. 

Last  summer  —  though  under  not  altogether 
favourable  conditions  a.s  to  health — I  did  more 
angling  thfin  in  former  years,  and  this  last  season 
was  the  best  I  have  had  on  our  pond.  Among  my 
trophies  there  was  a  fair  sprinkling  of  fish  ranging 
in  weight  from  1  lb.  to  21b.  (nine  Crucian  carp  and 


eight  tench),  with  four  2-pounders  among  the  lot. 
And  how  they  fought !  I  certainly  got  more  sport 
out  of  the  pounders  (whether  Crucian  carp  or  tench, 
the  latter  especially)  than  I  used  to  got  out  of  31b. 
bream  from  the  Serdoba,  or  from  some  of  the  largo 
lakes  of  the  province  of  Kazan.  As  to  the 
2  pounders,  they  were  simply  "roarers." 

I  happened  to  mention  these  facts  in  a  letter  to 
a  correspondent  in  the  south  (province  of  Yekater- 
inoslav),  and  was  greatly  pleased  to  obtain  from 
him  the  information  that  certain  lakes  and  ponds  of 
the  locality  whore  he  resides  are  famed  for  the 
fighting  qualities  of  the  fish  inhabiting  them. 

The  only  e.xplanation  of  the  above  facts  that 
suggests  itself  to  me  is  this.  The  temperature  and 
purity  of  the  water,  as  well  as  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  food  it  affords,  play  a  most  important 
part  in  the  matter  of  "  fight "  shown  by  the  fish 
inhabiting  it.  I  may  add  that  Crucian  carp,  as  a 
rule,  are  infested  with  external  parasites  ;  those  in 
our  pond  are  remarkably  free  from  these.  Both 
tench  and  Crucian  carp  have  quite  a  reputation  for 
sliminess  ;  in  our  pond,  however,  they  are  excep- 
tionally clean — in  fact,  as  clean  as  the  cleanest 
roach  or  daco  I  ever  took  from  a  nice  gravelly 
stream. 

The  above  definition,  "  temperature  and  purity 
of  water,"  "  quantity  and  quality  of  food,"  lacks 
precision.  Unfortunately,  I  cannot  make  it  more 
precise  than  this,  and  must  leave  it  as  it  stands. 

With  reference  to  the  amount  of  resistance  offered 
by  different  fish  when  hooked,  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  there  is  every  chance,  for  the  future,  of 
our  being  able  to  judge  it  much  more  correctly, 
thanks  to  a  simple,  cheap,  and  efficient  contrivance 
devised  by  a  member  of  the  Russian  Anglers' 
Association,  Mr.  J.  llyin  (pronounced  H'yin),  of 
Koursk.  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  give  an  illus- 
trated description  of  it,  if  our  Editor  deems  it 
worthy  of  some  of  the  Fishing  Gazette's  space.  For 
the  present  I  shall  only  remark  that,  according  to 
the  data  obtained  by  Mr.  llyin  in  the  course  of  la-t 
angling  season,  the  mean  average  of  a  fiah's  resist- 
ance amounts  to  96  per  cent,  of  its  dead  weight. 
His  observations  refer  to  river  carp  and  golden  bream 
(twenty  of  the  former,  and  twenty-four  of  the 
latter). — Yours  truly. 

Baron  Paul  Tchebkassov. 


CAN  GREY  MULLET  BE  CAUGHT? 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  letter  from  Sir 
John  Rogers  inquiring  about  mullet  fishing,  I  can 
fully  endor-e  your  statements.  Mullet  are  taken 
witfi  the  rod  in  fairly  large  numbers  round  about 
the  neighbourhood  of  Weymouth,  the  best  time  being 
the  latter  part  of  August,  through  September  and 
Octobsr. 

Out  in  the  bay  and  round  by  the  breakwater  they 
are  mostly  taken  with  bread  paste,  throwing  out 
breadcrumbs  to  attract  the  fish.  Boiled  wheat 
has  also  been  found  very  successful  in  attracting 
the  fish.  They  may  also  be  taken  from  the  Ferry 
Bridge  in  the  same  way. 

In  the  harbour  and  backwater,  thpy  are  mostly 
caught  with  ragworm,  using  fine  tackle  and  a  No.  8» 
or  9  Crystal  hook,  with  a  depth  of  from  4ft.  to  6ft. 
from  the  float  according  to  the  depth  of  water. 
The  worm  is  just  hooked  on  through  the  head,  and 
the  tail  left  hanging,  as  they  simply  suck  it  in. 

They  are  very  game  fish  as  a  rule,  and  afford 
excellent  sport  to  the  large  number  of  visitors  here 
in  the  summer. — Yours  truly, 

Weymouth  A.A.  Chas.  J.  Ru  sell. 


MULLET  FISHING— EEL-TRAPS  FOR 
SMALL  RIVERS. 

De.ar  Sir, — At  Ilfracombe  our  mullet  season  was 
from  September  till  November.  Oddly  enough, 
though  mullet  were  often  seen  at  other  times  they 
declined  every  bait,  though  at  many  places  (Ply- 
mouth Docks,  for  one)  they  can  betaken  for  a  much 
longer  period.  Bread  was  tried,  but  never  with  any 
success.  The  best  bait  we  found  was  mussel — as  a 
rule,  a  small  piece  of  the  soft  or  fat  on  a  small  hook 
and  fine  gut.  Others,  however,  used  half  mussels 
and  thick  gear,  and  did  nearly  as  well.  Herfing  was 
also  a  good  bait,  a  small  cube  of  the  raw  flesh.  I 
remember  getting  a  21b.  mullet  just  under  the 
tripper  steamer  off  the  pier  with  herring.  Rag- 
worms  were  tried,  but  proved  no  better  than  mussels. 
The  mullet  season  was  our  liveliest  fishing  time, 
as  they  were  taken  from  4lb.,  the  average  being 
quite  1  lb.  each,  and  as  the  sport  is  more  like  trout 
fishing  than  any  other  kind  of  sea  fishing  it  was 
most  attractive,  mullet  being  extremely  tender  in 
the  moutli  and  requiring  gentle  handling,  and  being 
very  game  and  very  shy. 

Eel-Traps  for  Small  Rivers. — Why  not  try  tlie 
Somorsetbliiro  plan  ?  Get  a  large  bundle  of  faggots, 
and  inside  put  offal  of  any  kind.  Attach  the  faggots 
to  a  pole  or  a  treo  by  a  rope,  and  drop  them  into 
the  water.    Next  morning  pull  up  your  bundle  and 


open  it.  Inside  will  bo  many  eels  which  have  not 
been  able  to  got  out  through  the  faggots.  I  should 
think  this  plan  would  answer  if  the  river  in  not  a 
swift  one,  and  it  has  tho  advantage  of  being  very 
simple. — Yours  truly,  R.  Wawuen  Vebnon. 
Brussels,  Jan.  5. 


GREY  MULLET. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  this  corrospondoncc,  I 
can  fully  endorse  tho  remark  of  my  friend  Mr.  J. 
Davies,  who  I  have  known,  for  many  years  as  a 
keen  angler.  If  anyone  can  catch  grey  mullet  he 
can.  I  have  seen  him  take  the  fish  when  othern 
could  not. — Yours  truly,      Alfred  G.  Rowell. 

Weymouth. 


WHERE  TO  FISH  ON  YOUR  HONEYMOON. 

Dear  Sir,  —  If  your  correspondent,  "  March 
Brown,"  will  write  to  Tom  Naughton,  Anglers' 
Hotel,  Oughtorard,  Galway,  he  will  probably  be 
able  to  fix  things  for  him. 

Lough  Corrib  is  over  thirty  miles  in  length,  is 
well  stocked  with  magnificent  trout,  and  contains 
plenty  of  salmon  tliroughout  the  season,  and  the 
fishing  is  absolutely  free. — Yours  truly, 

Mun-ter  Trout  Farm,  F.  C.  SfENNiNa. 

Innishannon,  co.  Cork. 


"  PERPLEXED  "—FISHING  AT  KILLARNEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  "A  Handy  Guide  to  Anglers 
— Where  to  Fish  in  Kerry,"  by  Tim  McCarthy, 
"  March  Brown  "  will  find  much  about  Killamey 
and  its  best  fishing  places.  Wlien  last  heard  of, 
Tim  McCarthy  had.  a  small  hotel  at  Waterville, 
CO.  Kerry. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  "  March  Brown,"  I  can 
assure  him,  in  case  he  should  need  the  information, 
that  honeymooning  has  been  found  not  to  interfere 
seriously  with  the  pursuit  of  angling ;  also  that 
Tim  McCarthy  reports  salmon  fishing  in  April  and 
May.— Yours  truly,  A.  B.  W. 


KILLARNEY— ICELAND. 

De.\r  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "March  Brown,' 
will  have  a  good  enough  chance  of  catching  salmon 
in  April  at  Killarney,  bvxt  he  must  make  up  his 
mind  to  catch  them  trolling  ;  the  fly  is  of  no  u.se. 
He  will  get  fair  trout  fishing  also  in  April  if  the 
weather  is  suitable :  for  this  he  should  buy  his  flies 
on  the  spot.    The  spoon  is  best  for  salmon. 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  correspondent  wrote  asking 
about  the  liotel  accommodation  in  Iceland.  There 
is  none  to  be  had  except  at  Reikjavik  and  Thing- 
\alla.  He  would  get  no  fishing  from  the  former 
place,  but  could  try  the  lake  at  the  latter  if  he 
could  get  a  boat,  which  would  be  most  likelj'  ;  he 
could  also  ride  to  the  River  Sog  and  fish  that  for 
char.  Let  him  note  that  the  flies  there  are  very 
bad  indeed.  Anyone  intending  a  trout  fishing  tour 
in  Iceland  must  take  tents,  or  rough  it,  sometimes 
very  badly,  at  the  farms.  At  some,  though,  the 
accommodation  is  good  enough.  In  all  cases,  pro- 
visions must  be  taken. — Yours  truly, 

I    Wandebek. 

HOOK  THB  BIG  SKATE  WAS  CAUGHT  ON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  6  I 
notice  what  is  said  to  be  a  facsimile  of  the  hook 
with  which  an  enormous  skate  was  recently  cap- 
tured in  the  South  of  Ireland. 

Judging  from  its  evident  strength  and  size,  and 
from  the  swivel  to  which  it  is  attached,  I  should 
think  that  the  hook  shown  is  quite  capable  of  all 
that  is  said  of  it,  but  the  reason  I  am  writing  to 
you  is  to  ask  in  what  way  your  readers  can  be 
interested  in  such  implements. 

I  have  always  noticed  that  your  Fishing  Gazette 
has  been  a  constant  advocate  of  angling  under 
sporting  conditions,  and  I  am  sure  you  do  not  wish 
to  suggest  to  your  readers  that  they  should  attempt 
to  capture  fish  in  Britisli  waters  with  such  a  power- 
ful hook  as  is  shown,  or  with  any  tackle  at  all  of 
such  nature. 

I  myself  have  visited  Ballycotton  and  have  cap- 
tured more  than  one  skate  over  a  hundredweight  ; 
but  have  never  used  anything  stronger  than  a 
6-0  cod  hook,  a  gut  trace,  and  a  iBates  line,  nor  do 
I  think  that  any  of  the  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
whom  I  accompanied  used  anything  else.  Certainly, 
most  of  us  lost  several  v-ery  large  tish  owing  co  our 
hooks  bending  or  snapping,  but  I  certainly  would 
prefer  to  lose  every  large  tish  I  touched  sooner  than 
it  be  said  that  I  used  unsportsmanlike  tackle  which 
gave  the  tish  no  chance. 

These  large  fish  are  no  use  when  caught.  Why, 
therefore,  catch  them,  or  endeavour  to  catch  theiu 
at  all,  unless  for  "  sport  '"  ?  In  my  humble  opinion, 
there  is  no  sport  at  all  in  hauling  fish  into  a  boat 
with  unbreakable  tackle. — Yours  faithfully, 

British  Se.a.  Angler. 

[I  think  it  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  rod  and 
reel  line  used. — Ed.] 
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A  SEASON'S  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT  FROM 
PIER,  BOAT,  AND  BEACH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  tliotight  perhaps  some  of  tlio 
numerous  readers  of  tlio  Fishing  Gazette  would  like 
to  linar  where  thoy  can  rely  on  good  sport. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Adam  Haws,  a  nionibor  of  the 
Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society,  has  had  splendid 
sport  among  the  cod,  whiting,  etc.  From  Sept.  6, 
1905,  to  Dec.  Ki,  1005,  he  caught  13  cwt.  51b.  of  fish, 
consisting  of  fifty-eight  cod,  ranging  from  171b. 
down  to  61b.  each  ;  also  357  codling  from  51b.  down  ; 
1820  "whiting,  and  tliirty-nino  dabs  and  soles.  His 
best  one  day's  catch  from  boat  was  lOl^lb.  weight, 
on  Friday,  Nov.  3,  19(^5,  consisting  of  two  lOlb. 
cod,  two  141b.  cod,  twenty-four  codling,  twenty-one 
whiting,  and  two  dabs. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Haws  been  successful  in  catching 
such  a  large  quantity  of  fish,  but  he  has  been 
successful  in  winning  five  prizes  in  competitions  at 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  in  addition  to  which  he 
has  taken  the  prize  of  the  season,  the  "  Nelson  " 
gold  medal,  in  which  eighty- two  members  com- 
peted. 

I  have  enclosed  Mr.  Haws'  photo,  which  perhaps 


Clarke,  of  Folkestone,  and  which  T  coloured,  as  the 
colours,  especially  the  reds  and  blues  over  the 
liend,  faded  so  soon — indeed,  the  last-mentioned 
within  half  an  hour — and  as  1  can  find  no  reference 
of  this  fish  being  so  coloured,  I  take  it  that  they  had 
faded  before  they  reached  intelligent  hands.  My 
initials  are  also  not  "  J.  T.  "  as  reported.  Thanking 
you  for  inserting  this  list  of  corrections,  especially 
the  right  spelling  of  the  whiff  or  Little  Harry's 
Latin  name. — Yours  tr\ily, 

Wallace  C.  Nickels  (B.S.A.S.). 

FAIR  OR  FOUL  FISHING  7 

De.\b  Sir, — I  have  been  an  angler  for  thirty  years 
and  connected  with  fishing  clubs.  I  still  belong 
to  one  in  Liverpool,  which  allows  its  members  to 
weigh  in  specimen  fish  caught  in  the  following 
manner  : — One  and  a  half  ounce  of  lead  on  running 
line  ;  one  hook  below  the  lead  ;  two  or  three  hooks 
above  lead  ;  no  float ;  and  rod  spiked  in  bank.  Is 
this  a  sporting  way  of  fishing  ?  Perhaps  I  am 
wrong  in  giving  it  the  name  of  "  fishing."  Should 
it  not  rather  be  called  "fish  snatching"  or  "pot 
hunting"  ?    Can  you  please  answer  this  three  or 


Mb.  Adam  Haws. 


you  would  like  to  insert  in  your  interesting  paper. 
I  think  this  is  one  of  the  best  individual  catches  on 
rod  and  line  for  many  a  season. — Yours  truly, 

Theo.  F.  Paoe. 
Wroxall,  Corton-road,  Lowestoft. 

"CORRIGENDA"  AND  THE  ZEUOOPTERVS 
PUNCTATUS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  head  my  letter  to  you  as  above, 
with  lively  remembrances  of  my  schooldays,  when 
the  word  "  corrigenda,"  that  is,  "  things  to  be 
corrected,"  so  often  appeared  on  my  exercises,  and 
as  your  report  of  part  of  what  took  place  at  the 
meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  last 
week  seems  to  need  it,  I  thus  apply  it. 

You  say,  "  Mr.  Boyton  submitted  a  fish  very 
rare  on  the  East  Coast  {Lengoplerug  pimctalus),"  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact  Mr.  B.  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  the  fish  was  caught  by  Capt.  Hovolt  at  Folke- 
stone, on  Dec.  20  last,  and  coiruiiandeered  by 
myself  and  shown  by  me  at  Fetter-lane,  and  the 
"  nicely-executed  water-colour  sketch  "  was  not  a 
sketch  at  all,  but  a  photo  kindly  take'  bv  Mr. 


four  hook  question,  and  whether  you  know  of  any 
club  in  England  that  allows  its  members  to  weigh 
in  "specimen  fish"  caught  in  .such  a  manner? 
And  oblige,  yours  truly,  I.  Smith. 

rin  ledgering  there  is  nothing  unsportsmanlike  in 
using  three  hooks,  the  same  as  in  paternostering. 
Snatching  is  illegal,  of  covirse.  To  rest  a  rod  on  a 
rest  or  on  the  bank  while  the  angler  is  present 
watching  for  a  bite  is  all  right.  To  stick  a  rod  in 
the  bank  and  let  it  fish  for  itself  while  the  angler  is 
away  is  unsportsmanlike. — Ed.] 

LORD  LANSDOWNE'S  FISHERY  POLICY. 
Dear  Sib, — My  pamphlets  on  the  "Newfound- 
land Bait  Disputes  with  the  United  States,"  dated 
May  and  June,  1905,  show  that  Lord  Lansdowne's 
fishery  policy  has  given  offence  in  the  United 
State-i,  because  of  his  lordship's  action  in  inter- 
national fishery  questions  afl'ecting  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general  and 
their  fishermen  in  particular. 

"Imperishable"  or  dry  air  frozen  fresh  fish  bait 
renders  the  Americans  independent  of  the  New- 


foundlanders' supply  of  perishable  fresh  fish  bait. 
This  important  technical  industrial  point,  though 
grasped  by  the  Americans,  was  not  understood  when 
Lord  Lansdowne  was  presiding  at  the  Foreign  Office. 

Lord  Lansdowne's  Atlantic  Anglo  -  American 
fishery  policy  encouraged  the  misguided  New- 
foundlers  to  financially  injure  themselves  by  offend- 
ing their  best  customor.s — the  numerous  United 
States  fishing  and  fish  carrying  vessels  trading  with 
and  visiting  Newfoundland, 

The  quasi  immortality  of  international  fishery 
disputes  is  proverbial.  Indeed,  historians  declare 
that  the  oldest  diplomatic  international  quarrel 
exi.sting  is  that  anent  certain  fishery  rights  long 
claimed  by  French  fi.shermen  in  and  about  New- 
foundland. However,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
Anglo-French  misunderstandings  will  be  speedily 
and  amicably  settled. 

Lord  Lansdowne,  as  late  Foreign  Secretary,  is 
further  responsible  for  the  errors  and  extravagance 
of  having  initiated  and  continued  Great  Britain's 
recognition  of  and  contributions  amounting  to 
£72,000  to  the  North  Sea  International  Investiga- 
tions' League. 

As  anticipated  and  intended  abroad,"  this  league 
has  been  politically  engineered  to  advance  foreign 
fisheries,  especially  those  In  and  about  the  North 
Sea,  to  the  injury  of  British  interests  and  prestige. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussox-squaro,  Brighton. 

THE  THAMES  LIVE-BAIT  QUESTION. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  article  on  the  above- 
named  subject  with  interest,  and  agree  with  the 
statements  and  conclusions  in  every  respect.  I 
notice,  however,  that  it  omits  a  very  important 
part  of  the  live-bait  question  that  should  certainly 
be  brought  before  any  committee  that  meets  to 
propose  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  Fishery 
Laws  of  the  River  Thames  or  the  Freshwater 
Fi:«herics  Act.  I  refer  to  the  absurdity  of  including 
bleak  and  minnows  in  the  close  time  protection 
clause  so  far  as  netting  is  concerned.  They  are  of 
no  use  whatever  except  for  bait  at  any  time  of  the- 
year,  and  yet  the  profe.ssional  fisherman  cannot  net 
them  from  April  1  to  June  16  for  use  as  bait  for 
his  trout  fishing  customers.  They  (the  fishermen), 
like  the  angler,  must,  as  the  law  now  .stands,  catch 
them  witli  rod  and  line,  and  it  thus  often  happens 
that  not  a  bleak  or  a  minnow  can  be  hooked  in 
some  hours  of  angling  for  them,  and  when  the 
trout  are  feeding  the  angler  is  without  a  live-bait 
to  fish  with.  I  say,  let  the  professional  fisherman 
not  bleak  and  minnows,  and  get  a  little  cash  out  of 
them  at  a  time  of  year  when  he  is  sorely  in  need 
of  it. 

I  would  also  point  out  another  tangible  grievance 
that  anglers  generally  and  tackle  dealers  have : 
that  is,  that  the  former  cannot  purchase  preserved 
bleak  or  minnows  for  use  as  trout  bait  from  April  I 
to  June  16,  as  the  present  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act  makes  it  a  finabla  offence  to  offer  them  for 
sale.  But,  at  the  same  time,  a  few  shops  where 
they  sell  goldfish,  etc.,  for  placing  in  aquaria,  sell 
minnows,  dace,  and  roach,  etc.,  all  through  the 
close  season,  and  are  never  interfered  with  by  the 
authorities  under  the  Act.  Tlie  tackle  dealers  are 
handicapped,  and  their  trade  reduced,  by  not 
being  allowed  even  to  sell  preserved  freshwater 
baits,  which  were  pickled  before  the  close  time  set 
in.  It  is  a  great  injustice  to  them  and  an  annoy- 
ance to  anglers — the  one  not  to  be  able  to  sell,  and 
the  other  to  buy  preserved  baits  during  the  close 
time  for  waters  under  the  Act,  as  there  are  many 
waters  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  where  there  is  no 
close  time  for  pike,  etc.,  and  where  a  ^e»d '  Bait  is 
wanted  for  spinning  for  pike,, -and' Targe  trout. — 
Yours  truly,  "'  '  J.  D. 

THE  THAMES  LIVE-BAIT  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  Thames  professional  fisherman 
I  cannot  see  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  Thames 
Conservancy  to  alter  their  existing  by-laws.  Mr. 
Amphlett's  article  pointed  out  the  difficulties  of 
those  who  have  the  privilege  to  net,  and  it  would  be 
scarcely  worth  while  for  any  professional  to  bother 
about  netting  for  bait. 

Live-bait  is  principally  required  in  winter  time 
■when  pike  fishing  is  in  vogue,  but  at  that  time  of 
year  owing  to  the  low  temperature  of  the  water  the 
fish  are  not  found  on  the  shallows,  and  a  cast-net 
is  of  no  use  for  deep  water. — Yours  truly, 

  Chertsey. 

A  2lb.  6oz.  GREAT  OUSE  ROACH. 
Deah  Sir, — Two  or  throe  years  ago  I  caught  a. 
roach  in  the  Great  Ouse  weighing  21b.  Goz.,  not  in 
what  I  should  call  good  condition,  as  many  of 
the  scales  had  a  black  spot,  but  I  have  it  set  up 
locally  and  badly.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  true  roach 
bigger  having  been  caught  in  this  river,  though*  I 
daresay  such  is  the  case. — Yours  truly,    C.  L.  H. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidahly  held  over.) 
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The  flSHixo  Gazette  isrpublished  every  Saturday  and  can  tie 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishixg  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  3Ir.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  K.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


James  Conway's  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and 
Deer." 

It  is  forty-five  years  since  that  charming  book  on 
sport,  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by 
"James  Conway,"  was  published  by  Messrs. 
Chapman  and  Hall.  It  was  really  an  enlargement 
of  the  author's  "Letters  from  the  Highlands," 
published  by  Lumley  in  1859.  I  confess  that  I  had 
thought  "  James  Conway  "■  had  gone  to  the  Happy 
Hunting  and  Fishing  Grounds  until  his  "Recollec- 
tions of  Sport  among  Fin,  Fur,  and  Feather" 
appeared  in  1902,  published  by  Messrs.  Digby, 
Ix)ng  and  Co.  I  was  then  glad  to  discover  that  the 
author,  whose  name  is  Walter  (the  Rev.  James 
Conway  Walter),  is  still  with  us,  and  capable  of 
bard  work  and  play,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  extracts  from  letters  I  received  from  him 
in  1902  in  answer  to  my  request  for  some  informa- 
tion and  a  photograph,  which  I  here  reproduce. 
Mb.  Conway  a  Great  Walker. 

"  I  enclose  a  glass  photo  taken  a  few  years  ago, 
when  I  was  giving  a  lecture  in  Palestine.  It 
represents  myself  in  Swiss  mountain  costume ;  on 
some  of  my  excursions  I  have,  in  that  fine  mountain 
air,  walked  fifty  miles  in  a  day.  On'one  occasion,  on 
a  Saturday,  in  order  to  have  a  quiet  Sunday,  I 
walked  more  than  seventy  miles.  In  Scotland,  day 
after  day,  I  have  walked  my  twenty-five  or  thirty 
miles,  kncxiking  up  my  gillies,  whom  I  have  known 
to  throw  themselves  down  when  I  have  been  quite 
fresh."  ^ 
Mb.  Conway  a  Great  Woekeb. 

"I  am  now  (1902)  seventy-one  years  of  age,  and 
have  been  recently  wTiting  archaeological  records  of 
pari-shes  around  Homcastle,  and  have  completed 
thirty-seven  of  them,  often  walking  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles  "  Mr.  Walter  isj  now  writing  for  the 
"Victoria  County  History,"  notes  historical,  geo- 
logical, entomological,  etc.  Along  -svith  his  love  of 
fishing  and  the  charms  of  scenery  through  which 
the  angler  so  often  finds  his  way,  he  has  been  a 
great  rider,  riding  horses  which  no  one  else  could 
manage,  but  has  given  that  up.    He  was  president 


of  the  "Yorkshire  and  Lincolnshire  Naturalist's 
Union"  in  1900;  is  an  hon.  member  of  the 
"Spalding  Gentleman's  Society,"  the  oldest  Pro- 
vincial Antiquarian  Society  in  the  kingdom; 
is  an  hon.  member  of  the  Hull  Scientific  Society, 
and  often  reads  papers  at  their  meetings.  He 
is  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Philosophical 
Society  of  London,  .secretary  for  technical  educa- 
tion in  twenty-four  parishes,  vice-president  of  the 
Horncastle  Division  Conservative  Association,  etc., 
etc.  By  combining  these  differents  pursuits,  Mr. 
Walter  finds  relief  when  wearied  by  any  one  of 
them — he  finds  they  give  "increased  interest  to  life 
and  expand  the  mind." 

Still  Fishes. 

The  Rev.  James  Conway  Walter  keeps  up  his 
love  for  the  pursuit  of  angling.  He  says :  "I 
belong  to  an  angling  club  here  (Horncastle),  fishing 
the  River  Bain,  formerly  a  very  good  trout  stream ; 
but  for  many  years  swans  from  the  neighbouring 
canal  devoured  the  spawn  until  the  trout  became 
nearly  extinct.  Now  the  railway  has  ruined  the 
canal  and  its  shareholders ;  the  canal  has  become 
derelict,  and  the  swans  are  dead  ;  the  trout  have 
increased,  and  we  have  introduced  many  thousands 
of  rainbow  trout :  the  objection  to  these  is  that 
they  make  their  way  down  the  Bain,  into  the 
Witham,  and  so  out  to  sea.  A  good  proportion, 
however,  remain,  and  good  fish  are  taken.    I  have 


The  Rev.  James  Conway  Walter. 

records  of  the  common  trout  weighing  41b.  6oz., 
41b.  lOoz.,  71b.,  and  81b. 

"  There  are  also  good  chub,  which  I  refer  to  in 
my  chapter  on  '  Coarse  Fishing.'  In  1898  a  chub 
weighing  41b.  lOoz.  was  taken  with  spoon  bait. 
We  have  also  introduced  grayling,  but  they  do  not 
thrive  here.'- 

"  James  Conway's"  Latest  Book. 
Most  anglers  who  can  do  so  like  to  add  a  good 
book  on  angling  to  their  libraries,  and  I  can 
strongly  recommend  to  their  notice  "  Recollections 
of  Sport,"  by  James  Conway  (referred  to  above). 
Here  are  the  titles  of  some  of  the  chapters:  — 
" Trout  Fishing  in  the  North  of  England,"  "The 
English  Lakes,"  "  Salmon  and  Trout — The  Teviot, 
Tweed,  and  St.  Mary's  Loch,"  "Trout  in  the  Hill 
Lochs  of  the  Far  North,"  "  Salmon — The  Dochart, 
etc..  Far  North,  and  the  Dee,"  "Coarse  Fish — 
Freshwater  and  Salt,"  "Wild  Fowl  Shooting," 
"Deer  Stalking,"  "  Moor  and  Wood,"  etc. 

An  Exciting  Adventtjbe  in  Tkesdale. 
In  his  chapter  on  "  Trout  Fishing  in  the  North 
of  England"  our  author  gives  an  account  of  a 
perilous  adventure  which  befell  him  when  fishing  in 
Teesdale.  It  will  give  an  excellent  idea  of  his 
lively  and  breezy  style,  and  of  his  personal  savg 
froid  and  resource. 


How  TO  TIE  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of ' '  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. " 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  svib]e<A."— Fishing  Qazette. 


"  Sending  my  main  luggage  by  carrier  to  Durham, 
I  packed  sufficient  for  one  night  inside  my 
fishing  basket,  and  set  off,  rod  in  hand,  for  a  long 
walk  through  Teesdale,  purposing,  en  route,  to 
compare  the  angling  merits  of  that  river  with  those 
of  the  Wear,  which  I  had  already  tested.  The  Tees 
rises  on  Cross  Fell,  not  very  far  from  the  source  of 
the  Wear,  being  a  part  of  the  same  elevated  stretch 
of  wild  moor,  and  formerly  forest  land.  Passing 
by  Middloton,  in  Teesdale,  to  Barnard  Castle,  skirt- 
ing the  romantic  woods  of  Rokeby,  made  classic 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott's  poem  of  that  name,  and,  a 
few  miles  further  on,  by  the  stately  Castle  of  Raby, 
it  speeds  on  its  way  through  varied  scenery  to 
Richmond  and  Darlington,  and  so  on  to  the  sea  at 
Stockton-on-Tees.  From  Weardale,  wia  St.  John's, 
I  struck  by  little  beaten  tracks  across  country  to 
the  cataract  on  the  Tees,  called  Cauldron  Snout,  a 
walk  of  nearly  five  hours.  This  river  had  been 
much  swollen  by  the  storm  of  two  days  before,  and 
large  stretches  of  the  adjoining  moor  ground  had 
been  under  water.  It  required  a  good  deal  of 
agility,  among  pools  and  swamps,  to  leap  from  one 
piece  of  terra  firma  to  another,  even  those  often 
only  consisting  of  grassy  tussocks,  with  fathomless 
bogs  around  them ;  but  soon  after  midday  I  foimd 
myself  by  this  roaring  waterfall,  or,  rather, 
succession  of  falls,  of  a  style  peculiar  to  themselves, 
extending  over  several  hundreds  of  yards,  with  a 
total  fall  of  500ft.  or  600ft.,  and  forming,  a.s  then 
seen  in  flood,  one  continuous  mass  of  torrential 
foam  and  spray." 

A  Slip  just  above  High  Tees  Foece. 

"At  the  foot  of  this  fall  I  sat  do-wn  to  enjoy  the 
fine  spectacle,  and  to  eat  some  sandwiches  which  I 
had  brought  with  me,  moistened  bj^  the  juice  of 
luscious  bilberries  gathered  from  the  brink  of  the 
river.  Before  me  lay  a  more  level  tract  of  ground, 
some  four  miles  in  extent,  to  Middleton,  near  which 
is  the  famous  waterfall  of  High  Tees  Force. 
Refreshed  after  the  twenty  minutes'  rest,  I  resumed 
my  journey  along  the  river,  which  here  has  a 
deeper  and  calmer,  but  still  strong  and  swift, 
current.  Here  presently  occurred  an  incident 
which  might  very  easily  have  ended  in  my  feeding 
the  fishes  in  my  own  person  instead  of  catching 
them  for  my  own  amusement.  I  was  already 
within  the  sound  of  the  huge  waterfall,  and  could 
see,  not  a  hundred  yards  away,  the  column  of 
steaming  spray  which  formed  a  mist  hanging  above 
it,  when  I  noticed  some  bushes  overhanging  the 
water  close  by  me,  which  were  thick  with  a 
plentiful  crop  of  the  most  tempting  ripe  bilberries. 
I  threw  dovra  my  rod  and  basket,  and  crept  down 
the  bank  to  reach  them,  when,  without  a  moment's 
warning,  a  large  portion  of  the  bank,  which,  un- 
known to  me,  had  been  undermined  by  the  current, 
gave  way,  and  with  it 

"I  Sank  into  a  Swirl  of  Deep  Water. 

"  On  rising  to  the  surface,  I  found  myself  being 
carried  forward  by  the  headlong  force  of  the 
current  straight  for  the  waterfall,  not  more  than 
thirty  yards  or  so  away.  I  had  hardly  time  to 
realise  fully  the  danger  of  my  position;  but, 
fortunately,  I  was  a  good  swimmer,  having  carried 
off  prizes  at  school  for  feats  performed  in  the 
water.  I  saw  at  once  that  the  bushes  along  the 
bank  were  too  high  above  the  water  for  me  to 
have  a  chance  of  catching  hold  of  any,  but  a  few 
yards  in  front  a  collection  of  rocks  stood  out  above 
the  surface  nearly  midway  in  the  river,  and  they 
were  covered  with  straggling  briars. 

"I  Struck  Out  with  all  My  Strength 
for  these,  and  as  the  strong  current  bore 
me  along  I  convulsively  caught  at  a  branch 
and  held  it.  Slowly  and  cautiously,  lest  it 
should  break,  I  drew  myself  into  the  backwater 
which  eddied  round  this  mass  of  rock,  and,  to 
my  great  relief,  succeeded  in  lifting  myself  gradually 
on  to  the  rock  and  out  of  the  water.  I  was  saved 
for  the  time,  but,  so  far  as  I  yet  knew,  only  for  the 
time.  There  I  must  sta.y,  drenched  to  the  skin, 
and  wait  for  the  chance  of  anyone  passing  by  to 
bring  assistance.  This  was  not  unlikely,  as  I  had 
already  noticed  some  houses  not  far  ahead,  and  for 
the  last  four  miles,  from  Cauldron  Snout,  I  had 
followed  a  well-used  path." 

Reflecting  upon  the  Sittjation. 

"  I  had  now  time  to  look  about  me  and  reflect 
upon  the  situation."  Fortimately  for  our  author  a 
man  with  a  large  kind  of  landing-net  came  along, 
and  seeing  his  predicament  went  o£E  for  help  and  a 
rope.    The  latter  was,  after  considerable  difficulty, 
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thrown  across  to  the  angler,  who,  clinging  on  to  a 
ring  at  the  end  of  it,  was  safely  pulled  ashore.  "I 
have  in  my  day,"  he  says,  "had  some  narrow 
escapes,  in  perils  among  Bedouin  in  Egypt,  among 
glaciers  in  Switzerland,  and  so  forth,  but  that  was 
the  narrowest  I  ever  had."  But  for  the  friendly 
branch  he  would  have  been  carried  down  over  tho 
seventy-foot  fall  just  below. 

Notes  on  Spokt — A  Remakkabue  Trout. 

On  pages  61  to  53  is  a  capital  account  of  tho 
capture,  in  spite  of  a  broken  rod,  of  a  most  lively 
Teviot  salmon.  In  the  chapter  on  "  Trout  Fishing 
in  Hill  Lochs  "  there  is  a  description  of  tho  landing 
of  a  trout.  "  It  was  only  about  14in.  in  length, 
but  of  very  great  girth  and  depth,  and  weighed 
nearly  41b.,  in  colour  very  dark,  almost  of  a  bluish 
tint."  In  a  letter  to  the  author,  I  referred  to  this 
extraordinary  fish,  and  he  said:  "You  remark 
upon  the  weight,  nearly  41b.,  of  the  remarkable 
trout,  14in.  long,  which  I  mention  on  pp.  76-7. 
It  was  the  most  extraordinary  fish  I  ever  saw, 
■ndth  a  back  like  a  hog's  ;  the  girth  would  probably 
exceed  the  length.  1  verily  believe  it  was  the  only 
fish  in  the  pool,  for  I  have  often  tried  since,  and 
never  raised  another."  There  are  many  descrip- 
tions of  sport  with  rod  and  gun  which  I  should  like 
to  quote,  but  must  refer  my  readers  to  this  very 
original  and  attractive  work. 


Anglings  in  the  London  Parks. 

From  the  Daily  Esriiresa  of  Jan.  17  I  see  that 
there  is  a  very  good  chance  of  angling  in  the  park 
waters  being  permitted — of  cour.se,  under  reason- 
able restrictions  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
general  public's  general  use  of  tho  same.  The 
anglers  who  have  been  moving  in  this  matter  will 
deserve  the  thanks  of  all  who  wish  to  fish  in  the 
park  waters  if  they  can  get  the  matter  carried 
through. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  A.  W.  E.  Grant  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  23,  1905,  urging  the 
London  County  Council,  instead  of  transferring  the 
fish  from  Battersea  Park  to  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Thames,  to  transfer  them  to  suitable  ponds  on 
Clapham,  Wandsworth,  and  Tooting  Commons, 
and  other  open  spaces  imder  their  jurisdiction.  A 
very  courteous  reply  was  received  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  of  the  Open  Spaces  Committee,  in 
which  it  stated  that  "  the  Committee  had  decided 
to  adopt  the  suggestion,  and  that  in  future  surplus 
fish  in  the  various  enclosed  parks  and  gardens 
should  be  transferred,  for  the  benefit  of  anglers,  to 
the  ponds  on  open  spaces." 


Trout  Eggs  for  New  Zealand— The  Blagdon 
Trout  in  Fine  Form — The  "All- 
Blacks  "  Still  Alive. 

I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  get  the  following 
letter  from  Mr.  Carr,  the  head-keeper  at  Blagdon 
Lake.  WOl  other  fish  breeders  who  promised  eggs 
for  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society  kindly  let 
me  know  how  many  eggs  they  can  send,  and 
when,  as  I  am  arranging  with  the  New  Zealand 
Government  about  the  shipment  from  London. 
Of  course,  those  who  received  dead  eggs  last 
autumn  will  have  another,  and  I  hope  live,  lot 
later  on.  It  is  some  consolation  to  know  that 
Mr.  Carr  has  succeeded  in  keeping  some  of  his 
little  "  All-Blacks  "  alive  still.    He  says: — 

"  Deab  Me.  Marston, — As  my  hatchery  is  now 
stocked  with  ova,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  when 
you  propose  sending  the  trout  eggs  to  New 
Zealand.  My  first  eggs  were  placed  in  the 
hatchery  on  Dec.  13,  and  the  last  on  Jan.  7.  I 
have  just  had  a  reminder  from  Mr.  Alexander  on 
the  subject.  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  that  we  had  a  splendid  show  of  trout  up 
the  Yeo  and  Butcombe  streams,  and,  indeed,  they 
are  still  coming  up  as  thick  as  ever.  The  largest  I 
have  handled  was  slightly  over  91b.  ;  we  had 
several  of  that  weight,  and  quite  a  number  from 
81b.  to  9lb.  The  average  of  the  first  three  hundred 
fish  was  over  41b.,  and  the  average  was  maintained 
till  we  finished  catching  up,  including  the  rain- 
bows, of  which  some  thirty  were  caught  in  the 
nets  on  Jan.  1,  'all  males,'  the  largest  about 
3|lb.  It  is  curious  to  relate  that  not  a  single 
rainbow  has  been  seen  in  the  Butcombe  stream ; 
they  are  all  coming  up  tho  Yeo.  The  streams 
were  much  improved  this  season,  and  a  large 
^quantity  of  rough  sea  gravel  carted  on  to  the 
spawning  grounds.  My  little  New  Zealanders  are 
still  alive  and  doing  well." 
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Restocking  the  Lower  Thames. 

I  regret  that  we' published  a  letter  in  our  issue 
of  Jan.  6  in  which  it  was  stated  that  no  restocking 
was  done  in  the  Lower  Thames.  This  statement 
ought  not  to  have  appeared,  as  the  Fishing  Gazette 
has  published  scores  of  accounts  describing  how 
tons  of  fish  have  been  netted  out  of  reservoirs  and 
other  waters  and  put  into  tho  Lower  Thames  by 
tho  T.A.P.S.  during  the  past  thirty  years. 


Capture  of  Otters  on  the  Lledr. 

"Mac"  writes:— " About  a  fortnight  ago  two 
farmers  with  their  sheep  dogs  chanced  to  be  passing 
the  Bridge  of  Berthcos,  near  Roman  Bridge,  when 
they  heard  a  funny  noise  by  the  river,  and  on  looking 
over  the  wall  they  saw  an  otter  trying  to  get  out 
of  a  hole  in  the  rocks,  a  hole  that  had  been  made 
by  the  water,  and  is  pretty  deep,  and  the  edge  very 
slippery.  The  men  got  it  out,  and  the  dogs  very 
soon  finished  it — it  was  a  young  otter.  Before  they 
had  finished  killing  it,  tho  old  bitch  otter  turned 
up  quite  bold  in  the  water.  Before  many  minutes 
she  shared  tho  same  fate  as  the  other.  The  follow- 
ing morning  they  got  another  young  one  close  to 
the  same  place,  making  No.  .3.  It  is  impossible 
for  anyone  to  get  a  head  of  fish  up  with  so  many 
otters  about." 


"  Forest  and  Stream  "  alters  its  Size. 
That  ever-delightful  American  weekly.  Forest 
and  Stream,  established  Aug.  14,  1873,  "to  studi- 
ously promote  a  healthy  interest  in  outdoor  recrea- 
tion," comes  to  us  in  a  new  form.  For  over 
thirty  years  its  page  has  been  nearly  the  size  of  the 
Field  page.  In  its  issue  for  Jan.  6  the  page  is 
reduced  to  quarto — that  is,  to  about  one  inch  less 
in  depth  than  our  Fishing  Gazette  page.  I  like 
the  new  shape,  and  wish  Forest  and  Stream  con- 
tinued and  increased  prosperity.  It  has  always 
aimed  at  a  high  standard  in  sport  of  all  kinds. 


A  Registered  Fly  Scarf  Pin. 

The  wearing  of  scarf  pins  is  not  so  fashionable  as 
it  was  last  century,  and  I  fear  that  Mr.  Wilham 
Jones,  fishing  tackle  maker,  25,  Prospect-hill, 
Redditch,  will  not  have  so  large  a  sale  for  his  very 
clever  little  salmon  fly  scarf  pins  as  otherwise 
would  have  been  the  case.  His  :]in.  Dusty  Miller, 
Jock  Scott,  Blue  Jay,  Silver  Wilkinson,  etc.,  make 
attractive  little  scarf  ornaments,  and  are  well 
made.  He  also  sends  me  some  samples  of  his 
salmon  flies.  Black  Dog,  Dusty  Miller,  Gordon,  and 
Akroyd,  which  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in 
using ;  the  work  stands  examination  with  a  magni- 
fying glass.  Mr.  Jones  tells  me  he  will  make  to 
any  pattern  scarf  fly  pins,  which  sell  at  Is.  and 
Is.  6d.  each.  In  one  of  his  flies  Mr.  Jones  has 
reversed  the  golden  pheasant  topping,  with  the 
effect  of  giving  the  fly  golden  fairy  wings,  which 
would  "  play  "  well  in  the  water  and  attract  salmon, 
while  at  the  same  time  giving  the  orthodox  fly 
dresser  fits. 


Sport  on  the  Fortingall  Water  on  the  Lyon. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  report,  Mr.  Rigby, 
Colonel  Bulpett,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  and  Captain 
Hargreaves  have  opened  the  salmon  fishing  season 
on  the  Lyon. 


Lots  of  Coarse  Fish  for  Sale. 

Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire, has  now  on  hand  a  very  large  number  of 
excellent  bream  for  sale.  Big  consignments  are 
being  despatched  daily  to  various  parts  of  the 
country.  The,  fish  run  mainly  from  6in.  to  12in. 
Prices  can  be  had  on  application.  Mr.  Ford  also 
has  virtually  unlimited  numbers  of  perch,  roach, 
tench,  and  small  carp.  About  1500  lovely  golden 
tench  of  various  sizes  are  still  on  sale. 


Salt  and  Fresh-water  Anglers  at  Deal. 

The  Deal  and  District  Angling  Association  is,  I 
am  glad  to  see,  going  ahead  swimmingly.  Among 
its  objects  are :  "  To  obtain  greater  facilities  for 
sea  and  fresh-water  angling,"  and  to  "  increase  the 
importance  of  Deal  and  District  as  a  resort  for 
anglers."  The  association  already  numbers  over 
200  members,  including  many  ladies,  and  is 
fortunate  in  having  a  keen,  enthusiastic  hon.  sec. 
in  Mr.  Geo.  D.  W.  Adams.        R.  B.  Marston. 
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In  piscatorial  matters  it  does  not  do  to  be  too 
precipitate  in  adopting  a  "don't  care'-'  attitude 
concerning  the  weather,  especially  when  October 
has  gone,  for  after  this  month  what  is  least 
expected  in  the  way  of  changes  may  happen  to 
upset  all  calculations,  and  cause  one  to  repent 
rash  statements  and  over-sanguineness,  and  lead 
one  to  exercise  more  caution  in  future.  Of  this  I 
had  a  most  convincing  proof  in  connection  with 
an  excursion  not  a  very  long  while  since  to  a  river 
many  miles  from  town,  in  order  to  have  a  tussle 
with  the  grayling  there,  which  were  stated  to  be 
peculiarly  shy  and  cute.  And  just  before  entering 
the  L.  and  S.  W.  "  diner  "  at  Waterloo  Station  I 
chanced  to  meet  an  old  angling  friend  and 
enthusiast,  who,  as  the  guard  blew  his  whistle  for 
the  starting  signal,  wished  me  tight  lines  and  the 
best  of  fishing  weather.  I  was  then  led  into 
making  the  wild  and  hurried  exclamation  that  I 
cared  not  what  the  weather  should  be  provided 
there  was  no  rain.  The  sequel  will  show  how  my 
own  desires  as  regards  climatic  conditions  were 
realised,  but  how,  unfortunately,  the  day's  angling 
was  almost  entirely  spoiled. 

The  inn  on  the  banks  of  the  Wiltshire  river  was 
reached  shortly  before  9  p.m.  The  appearance  of 
the  moon  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  morrow 
would  be  fine.  There  was  no  warning  ring  round 
it;  on  the  contrary,  it  shone  so  brightly  that 
thoughts  of  frost  quickly  suggested  themselves. 
In  the  morning,  however,  a  sudden  change  had 
come  over  the  scene.  There  was  no  rain,  no  half 
gale  blew,  neither  was  there  frost  nor  snow ;  but 
there  was  "something"  which  had  not  for  an 
instant  been  thought  of,  or  bargained  for — a  pal- 
pable, insinuating,  depressing,  and  to  one  in  an 
unknown  locality,  awe-inspiring,  dripping  fog, 
which  almost  blocked  out  one  side  of  the  stream 
I  had  come  to  fish  in.  It  resembled  one  of  those 
special  and  particidar  opaque  visitations  to  which 
sojourners  in  the  great  city  are  accustomed  to,  the 
only  difference  being  one  of  colour.  And  a  right 
good  angler,  one  of  the  old  type  of  sportsmen, 
alas !  becoming  exceedingly  rare,  had  sent  me  a 
permit  for  a  river  famed  far  and  near  for  the 
grand  examples  of  Thymallus  with  which  it  was 
populated.  The  fog  threatened  to  spoil  all  sport, 
and  it  nearly  succeeded  in  so  doing.  One  could 
only  hope  that  as  the  day  drew  on  the  wind  would 
rise  and  chase  the  mists  away.  At  10.30  Old  Sol 
made  several  brave  attempts  to  break  through  the 
veil  of  white,  and  for  a  brief  instant  or  two  a  stray 
sunbeam  triumphed,  but  the  struggle  had  to  be 
abandoned,  and  fog  remained  master  of  the  situa- 
tion throughout  the  livelong  day. 

And  how  fared  the  grayling?  The  question  is 
quite  easily  answered.  From  nine  till  four  o'clock, 
the  angler,  despite  fog,  despite  the  wet  condition  of 
the  meadows  owing  to  the  water  from  the  stream 
being  run  over  them,  despite  the  lowness  of  the 
river,  caused  by  the  abstraction  of  the  water  from 
its  right  and  proper  quarters,  despite  the  difficulty 
of  picking  one's  way  in  the  half-thick  atmosphere, 
the  angler  stuck  to  his  task,  and  at  long  intervals 
was  rewarded  by  a  half-hearted  pull  at  a  Rag  Tag 
or  Witch — the  offers  were  poor  things,  not  those 
bold,  unmistakable  feeding  rises  giving  promise  of 
good  sport.  The  first  tiny  dimple  was  noticed  at 
10  a.m.,  and  was  promptly  covered  with  a  Red 
Tag.  The  fish  took  the  fly  and  the  point,  once 
and  for  aU,  as  the  line  came  back  minus  those  two 
all  necessary  appendages.  The  reply  to  the  gray- 
ling's acceptance  of  the  fly  erred  considerably  on 
the  side  of  vigorousness,  the  hand  being  somewhat 
out  of  practice.  Rise  number  two  was  observed 
half  an  hour  later.  A  pound  fish  took  the  Witch 
after  a  little  coaxing,  and  was  landed.  Then  a 
little  chap,  precocious,  like  many  youngsters  are, 
rose  to  the  fly  thrice,  and  was  ultimately  hooked, 
being  consigned  to  the  depths  whereout  it  came,  to 
tell,  it  might  be,  his  brethren  of  his  exceedingly 
brief  visit  to  a  fog-laden  earth.  A  "  tailer  "  was 
noticed  close  to  the  opposite  bank.  One  could  just 
make  out  by  the  shape  of  the  caudal  fin  that  it  was 
no  trout  indulging  in  this  practice.  Cast  after  cast 
failed  to  attract  attention.  Finally  it  took  the  fly 
— which  was  being  used  wet — and  a  grayling,  four 
ounces  over  the  pound,  gave  a  pretty  piece  of  sport 
ere  it  was  landed.  A  smaller  fish,  just  over  the 
retainable  limit,  made  up  a  leash,  and  so  far  as 
grayling  were  concerned,  one  might  write  "here 
endeth  the  chapter."  Noon  came,  lunch  time,  two, 
three,  and  four  o'clock  passed,  and  still  there  was 
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no  sign  of  fly  or  feeding,  or  even  moving  fish.  The 
irony  of  fate  was  the  more  accentuated  when  the 
keeper  told  of  the  grand  hatches  of  olives  there  had 
been  for  days  previous  to  my  visit.  The  grayling 
had  been  mad  on  the  tiny  pale  and  darker  examples, 
and  had  risen  for  hours,  boldly  and  confidently. 
Instead,  however,  of  rising  a  little  from  noon  till 
perhaps  two  o'clock,  as  one  had  hoped,  the  grayling 
on  my  memorable  visit  were  quiescent,  and  quite 
unapproachable.  A  wet  Wickham,  ^vith  several 
grayling  "  specials,"  were  used,  but  though  a  leash 
of  trout  scaling  41b.  were  taken,  carefully  unhooked 
and  liberated,  not  a  pluck  came  from  a  grayling. 
As  long  as  the  light  held  the  angler  pegged  patiently 
away.  In  the  las^/ quarter  of  an  hour  two  or  three 
grayling  suddenly  rose  in  a  lethargic  fashion,  and 
though  nondescripts  large  and  small  were  tried 
over  them,  labour  was  but  vain,  for  not  the 
semblance  of  an  offer  was  received.  Throughout 
the  day  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  one 
could  see  a  light-coloured  &j,  though  a  dark  one — 
a  Red  Tag  or  Silver  Witch — was  fairly  well  discern- 
ible. With  no  sim  to  cheer  either  fish  or  fi.sherman, 
no  fly  up,  and  the  surroundings  of  the  gloomiest 
character,  the  day  was  depressing  in  the  extreme. 
The  angler  had  a  quite  new  experience  with  grayling, 
and  learned  a  fresh  lesson — that  when  a  river  is  en- 
veloped in  fog,  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  thing 
to  do  for  one's  peace  of  mind,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  equable  temper,  is  undoubtedly  to  get  as  far 
away  from  a  stream  as  possible.        Ths  Chibl. 


COMBINING  BUSINESS  WITH 
PLEASUEE. 

The  course  of  true  business,  unlike  that  of  love, 
sometimes  does  run  smooth  (by  the  way,  why  not 
smoothly  ?),  and  it  happened  towards  the  end  of 
last  September  that  my  business  landed  me  in 
Belfast.  It  is  never  wise  to  rim  counter  to  Pro- 
vidence, and  so  a  rod  and  tackle  foimd  themselves 
among  my  baggage.  You  never  know  your  luck — 
especially  in  Ireland.  Business  being  my  first  con- 
sideration, I  repaired  at  once  to  the  office  of  my 
firm's  agent  and  made  arrangements  for  the  future. 
This  was  on  the  Friday  morning.  I  was  informed 
that  the  next  day  and,  of  course,  Sunday  were  dies 
non  so  far  as  business  was  concerned,  so  I  asked  my 
business  friend  if  there  was  any  fishing  to  be  had 
within  reasonable  distance.  He  referred  me  (and 
incidentally  accompanied  me)  to  Air.  Braddell(I  think 
it  is),  the  doyen  of  fishing-tackle  makers  in  Belfast, 
who  was  most  courteous^  and  recommended  Toome. 
This  opinion  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  secretary  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Society, 
whom  I  luckily  met  at  my  friend's  office  later  on, 
so  I  decided  on  Toome — and  didn't  regret  it. 

I  left  Belfast  at  about  six  that  afternoon,  and 
arrived  at  the  O'Neill  Arms  about  7.30,  by  good 
fortune,  for  they  are  canny  people  who  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  railway  (I  really  forget  which 
railway  it  was,  I  had  so  many  of  them  afterwards), 
and  there  are  no  lamps  at  the  stations  to  enlighten 
the  weary  traveller  as  to  his  whereabouts. 

I  was  what  Mark  Twain  calls  "  bug-tired,"  as  I 
had  only  left  London  the  night  before,  and  did  not 
sleep  much,  although  the  travelling  {via  Midland 
and  Stranraer)  was  all  that  man  could  wish  for ;  still 
I  had  to  make  arrangements  for  a  man  and  boat 
for  the  next  morning.  By  good  luck  I  got  hold  of 
old  George  Gribben,  and  a  better  boatman  never 
man  had  (I  hope  you'll  read  this,  George  ;  you 
deserve  it !),  and  arranged  to  make  a  start  at  9.30 
next  morning  (Sept.  30). 

After  a  good  night's  rest,  I  felt  ready  for  the  fray, 
and  having  got  all  ready,  found  George  waiting  for 
me  at  the  waterside,  and  off  we  went  on  the  broad 
bosom  of  the  Bann.  I  must  apologise  for  this  little 
eruption,  but  I  get  like  that  .sometimes.  It's  quite 
harmless,  and  only  breaks  out  when  I  am  on  the 
subject  of  fishing. 

I  forgot  to  say,  it  was  pike  I  was  after,  but  as  the 
Bann  closes  for  game  fish  on  Oct.  1,  it  is  perhaps 
hardly  necessary  to  mention  it. 

Let  me  see,  where  was  I.  Oh,  yes — bosom  of  the 
Bann.  Well,  I  mounted  a  brown  soleskin  Phantom 
that  was  strongly  recommended  by  Mr.  Holroyd,  of 
London,  and  having  heaved  it  on  the  broad  bosom 
referred  to  above,  let  out  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of 
line,  and  began  to  chat  to  George,  who  steered  the 
erratic  course  of  the  man  who  treats  trolling  as  a 
science,  and  not  a^  a  matter  of  mere  flukes. 

We  had  just  got  on  to  Home  Rule,  when 
"  b-z-z-z  "  went  my  winch. 


"  I'm  into  one,  George,"  says  I. 
"  Sure  ye  are,  sor,"  says  he. 

"  Well,  it's  only  a  '  Bensonian,'  anyway  "  (he 
didn't  understand  what  "  Bensonian "  meant. 
That's  only  a  little  joke  between  "  G.  E.  C."  and 
myself,  with  Fred  Havell  as  a  passive  resistor.  I 
explained  I  meant  a  tiddler),  I  continued,  and  such 
it  proved  to  be,  going  about  31b.,  but  a  nice  game 
little  fish  and  quite  big  enough  to  be  christened, 
which  was  done  with  the  solemnity  befitting  the 
occasion.  Unfortunately,  the  "  broad  bosom " 
hereinbefore  referred  to  was  by  this  time  in  a  state 
of  considerable  agitation.  I  can  hardly  stick  to  my 
metaphor,  so  I  will  simply  say  it  was  blowing  like 
old  boots,  and  as  George  pathetically  remarked,  it 
was  a  "  black,  unkind  wind,"  and  bad  for  piking 
in  those  parts.  Anyway,  we  managed  to  pick  up 
four  companions  for  the  christened  one,  the  best 
one  going  6-|lb.,  and  all  of  them  fighting  as  gamely 
as  any  pike  I  ever  played. 

Not  very  magnificent  sport,  perhaps,  but 
thoroughly  enjoyable,  and  George's  anecdotes  and 
humour  could  keep  any  man  amused.  Wc  turned 
it  up  fairly  early,  as  I  was  still  a  bit  weary  after  my 
travels,  and  I  went  to  bed  early,  determined  to  be 
up  with  the  proverbial  lark,  and  do  a  bit  of  spinning 
from  the  bank.  I  was  not  up  with  the  lark  next 
morning,  but  I  had  time  to  stroll  up  the  road  and 
gaze  on  the  mighty  expanse  of  Lough  Erne  before 
breakfast.  What  a  magnificent  lake  it  is,  with  its 
broad  outlet  into  the  Barm  !  That's  where  I  believe 
some  grandfathers  of  pike  lay  under  that  same 
waterfall,  but  it's  a  deuce  of  a  place  to  fish— all 
rocks  and  stones,  and  only  possible  to  fish  with  live- 
bait,  of  which  I  had  n^one.. 

Well,  I  returned  to  breakfast  with  an  appetite — 
in  fact,  I  felt  "  toom,"  as  the  Scotch  say  (forgive  me, 
if  I  hurt  you),  and  I  only  hoped  the  pike  would  feel 
the  same  later  on  when  I  joined  them.  At  nine 
o'clock  we  laimched  on  the  broad — er,  that  is  to 
say,  we  started  again,  and  I  wasn't  wasting  any 
time,  as  I  had  to  return  to  Belfast  by  the  4.30.  The 
pike  didn't  waste  any  time  either.  For  the  fust 
half-hour  they  were  coming  anyhow — not  large, 
averaging  about  31b.  or  41b.,  but  very  good  fun. 
Then  they  seemed  to  have  had  enough,  and  for  an 
hour  we  hadn't  a  run  of  any  kind.  Baits  were 
changed,  but  with  no  result.  I  had  a  big  spoon  on 
when  they  started  again,  but  couldn't  manage  to 
get  hold  of  them.  At  George's  suggestion,  I  took 
off  the  top  triangle,  but  still  in  some  extraordinary 
way  I  couldn't  manage  to  hook  the  artful  beggars. 
So  on  goes  the  good  old  Phantom  once  more — re- 
sult, a  fish  at  once.  I'll  back  a  Phantom  against  a 
spoon  any  day 

I  hadn't  got  a  really  decent  fish  yet,  and  I  wanted 
one  badly,  so  as  we  were  passing  a  boat  moored  in 
mid-stream  just  below  the  railway  bridge,  I  said  to 
George  : 

"  George,  I  like  that  place  ;  let's  go  round  once 
move."  So  we  did,  without  result.  Yet  once  more 
we  circumnavigated  that  old  craft,  and  still  no 
move.  Just  as  we  were  finishing  the  third  round, 
I  pulled  in  rapidly  to  see  if  my  bait  was  spinning 
properly,  and  cast  it  as  far  as  I  could  so  as  not  to 
lose  any  ground,  and  almost  before  it  touched  the 
water — whack  !  I  was  into  something.  By  bad 
luck,  I  had  made  a  slight  overthrow,  my  line,  being 
kinked  from  much  trolling,  had  got  slightly  tangled, 
and  in  order  to  keep  a  tight  line  I  started  playing 
him  from  the  hand.    I  said  to  George  : 

"  I  hope  he's  not  very  big,  for  I'm  in  a  devil  of  a 
mess." 

"  Och  !  hould  yer  tongue,  man  !  "  says  George. 
"  He's  a  big  fellow,  sure."  (He  didn't  mean  any 
disrespect ;  that's  just  the  Irishman's  "  way  wid 
ye.")  I  said  nothing,  but  hoped  he  (pikey)  would 
reserve  his  best  kicks  for  the  last,  which  luckily  he 
did,  and  set  myself  to  get  in  as  much  line  as  I  could 
whilst  George  started  out  to  unravel  the  tangle. 
He  soon  managed  it,  and  after  a  little  trouble  I  got 
Esox  on  the  reel,  only  just  in  time,  too,  for  he 
seemed  to  suddenly  appreciate  the  gravity  of  the 
situation,  and  went  off  with  a  rush  that  made  the 
winch  hum— to  say  nothing  of  burning  my  fingers. 
I've  killed  bigger  fish,  but  never  have  I  met  such 
a  "  gintleman  "  among  fish  as  this  chap. 

Francis  Francis,  in  his  classical  book,  says  a  pike 
will  sometimes,  although  rarely,  jump  out  of  the 
water  ;  why,  this  chap  was  in  and  out  like  a  brook 
trout,  only  more  so  !  I  had  a  lightish  rod  and  a 
questionable  line,  so  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself 
until  I  got  him  to  the  net  and  foimd  it  (the  net) 
was  too  small,  and  we  hadn't  a  gaff. 

"  Never  mind,"  howled  George  (he  was  quite 


excited)  ;  "  bring  him  on  and  I'll  get  him  in  some- 
how." He  had  to  take  him  head  first,  and  I  trem- 
bled when  I  thought  of  all  the  hooks  on  that 
Phantom.  However,  George  managed  it  splendidly 
(he  said  he  had  never  missed  a  fish  yet,  and  wasn't 
going  to  start  now — and  I  quite  believe  him),  and 
it  was  all  over  in  a  flash. 

Ten  pounds  was  George  Gribben's  verdict,  and  he 
was  only  half  a  pound  under  the  mark.  Not  a 
giant,  certainly,  but  he  was  a  good  jack,  and  I 
loved  him  so  that  I  sent  him  home  by  train. 
One  has  to  provide  evidence  sometimes  in  these 
days  of  sceptics. 

I  had  eight  altogether  that  day,  but  nothing 
bigger.  I  enjoyed  it  thoroughly.  I  forgot  to  say 
anything  about  (George's  funereal  remarks  to  jack 
(the  good  one).  They  were  very  humorous.  George 
is  really  a  trouting  man,  and  although  he  enjoys 
catching  pike,  he  hates  them  vnth  a  deadly  hatred. 
Says  he — or,  rather,  howled  he — as  he  fixed  his 
fingers  lovingly  under  jack's  gills  (and  got  badly 
scratched  for  his  pains) 

"  Come  out  of  it,  you  mordhcrin'  villain  !  '  You 
would  be  after  eating  my  throuts,  would  ye  ? " 
(Whack!)    "I'll   teach  ye!    (whack!)   ye  black 

villain !  "  (Whack  !)    "  Ye  "  (Irish  words  which 

I  don't  understand).    (Whack  !) 

I  interfered  then — I  hadn't  been  able  to  before 
for  laughing — and  reminded  him  that  I  wanted 
some  of  him  to  send  home. 

My  poor  old  Phantom  was  a  disreputable  looking 
representation  of  a  trout  when  I  finished — every 
single  fish  was  caught  on  it,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
bottom,  which  seemed  to  find  it  very  attractive, 
but  it  was  still  good  for  service.  The  last  time  I 
saw  it  it  was  coiled  lovingly  round  the  telegraph 
wires  that  run  across  the  Shannon  alongside  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Bridge — but  that,  as  "  R.  K,"  says,  is 
another  story. 

I  forgot  to  say  that  the  O'Neill  Arms  is  a  delight- 
ful hotel,  and  Mr.  Grant,  the  proprietor,  is  held 
in  afEectionate  remembrance  by 

The  Handy  Man. 


EEPOKTED  SUCCESSFUL 
AETIFICIAL  STOCKING  OF  A 
SALMON  EIVEE. 


In  the  American  Field  of  Jan.  6  I  find  the 
following  account  of  what  is  "  believed "  and 
"reported"  to  be  evidence  of  successful  salmon 
culture.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  authenticated 
particulars  will  be  forthcoming. — R.  B.  M. 

"  Fish  Commissioner  Kershaw,  of  Washington, 
recently  obtained,  it  is  said,  what  is  believed  to  be 
the  best  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of  artificial  propa- 
gation of  salmon.  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner 
Perry  Baker  is  reported  to  have  stated  as  follows  : 
'  Mr.  Kershaw  received  tails  and  fins  of  one  hundred 
salmon  from  a  single  trap  ovmer  on  the  Columbia 
River  that  were  plainly  marked  hatchery  fish. 
When  the  hatcheries  were  placed  in  operation  on 
the  Columbia  River  a  system  of  marking  was 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  any  of 
the  salmon  turned  out  of  the  river  returned  to 
their  native  spawning  groimds,  and  in  what  length 
of  time.  The  marked  fins  and  tails  received  by 
Mr.  Kershaw  were  found  to  be  salmon  that  were 
tm-ned  out  of  the  Kalama  and  Chinook  hatcheries 
four  years  ago.  The  spawn  of  these  fish  was  taken 
in  1900,  and  the  young  salmon  turned  out  in  1901. 
The  fish  were  marked  in  a  manner  that  leaves  no 
doubt  of  this  fact.  The  small  bones  in  the  fins 
were  cut  down  and  a  hole  punched  in  the  tail. 
The  cutting  of  the  bones  in  the  fin  is  just  the  same 
as  a  man  losing  a  part  of  his  finger — it  never  grows 
out  again.  The  Columbia  River  was  practically 
depleted  when  the  artificial  propagation  of  salmon 
was  commenced  on  that  stream,  and  the  past 
bcveral  years  has  demonstrated  that  it  has  been 
restocked  by  some  means.  WhUe  only  a  part  of 
the  fish  were  marked  when  released  from  the 
hatcheries,  the  fact  that  one  trap  owner  on  the 
river  found  at  least  one  himdred  of  these  salmon 
during  the  past  season  is  conclusive  evidence  that 
artificial  propagation  is  the  only  solution  of  the 
problem  to  prevent  the  depletion  of  the  salmon 
fisheries.'  " 


It  is  announced  that  the  great  salmon  weir  at 
Corbally,  Limerick,  has  been  sold  by  the  lessees  to 
a  London  syndicate  for  £13,000.  The  lease  has 
thirty  years  to  run. 
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HUNGEEFOED  AND  KENNET 
VALLEY  FISHEEIES. 


An  advantage  of  Hungerford  from  a  piscatorial 
point  of  view  is  that  on  alighting  from  the  train 


be  observed  vi'orking  their  way  up  to  the  spawning 
beds  on  the  higher  reaches,  to  deposit  their  ova  and 
replenish  the  river.  Fortunately,  in  future  nature 
will  be  aided  in  this  respect^by  artificial  hatching, 
which  is  being  carried  on  at 'the  "  Old  Spring  "  by 
the  Hyde  End  and  Kennet  Valley  Fishery  (the  new 


by  the  Hyde  End  Fishery.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  new  hatchery  will  be  destined  to  form  a  nursery 
for  the  Kennet  river,  as  sufficient  ova  can  be  hatched 
to  supply  any  possible  wants  over  a  very  large  area. 
The  initial  stock  is  being  furnished  from  the  Hydo 
End  Fishery — Mr.  H.  H.  Gray's  successful  venture 


Part  of  the  Famous  HuxencRFonn  Shallow. 


The  Junction  of  Kennet  and  Dun. 


one  is  practically  on  the  water,  among.st  peaceful 
and  rural  surroundings,  after  a  run  of  an  hour  and 
a  half  from  London,  or  a  shorter  journey  from  some 
other  populous  centre.  Our  view  of  the  famous 
Hungerford  Shallow  .shows  the  station  in  the  dis- 
tance ;  and  here  at  this  time  of  year  the  trout  may 


The  Lower  Reach  on  the  Kennet. 

lessees  of  the  Hungerford  Fishery).  This  fine  spring 
yields  a  copious  supply  of  pure  water,  and  is  situated 
near  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dun,  at  the  extreme 
limit  of  the  Hungerford  water.  The  remainder  of 
the  river  above  this  point  is  rented  and  fished  by 
Lord  Mayo,  and  has  been  freshly  stocked  this  season 


on  the  Enbourne,  lower  do\vn  the  valley.  The 
Crowood  section  of  these  fisheries  is  four  miles 
fm-ther  up  the  valley,  half  a  mile  from  Ramsbury, 
in  Wiltshire.  The  water,  partly  stocked  with 
rainbow  trout,  also  contains  a  large  head  of  fine 
Kennet  trout.    It  has  a  combined  water  supply 
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from  the  Kermet  and  Witton.  At  Chilton  Foliat  is 
a  halfway  house,  where  members  are  put  up,  by 
arrangement,  at  6s.  per  day.  At  Himgerford  the 
■well-lmo-wn  Bear,  imder  new  management,  and  the 
Three  Swans  cater  for  the  wants  of  visitors  in 
their  wonted  hospitable  style,  and  a  nine-hole 
golf  coiu^e  (laid  out  by  Braid)  is  an  additional 
attraction. 

To  return  to  our  starting  point  opposite  the 
station,  the  Kennet,  Dun,  and  Avon  and  Kennet 
Canal  may  be  seen  running  side  by  side.  About 
half  a  mile  down  the  two  rivers  imite  to  form  the 
lower  reach  depicted  in  the  photo.  The  lower  reach 
loses  itself  in  the  far  distance  in  the  highly- preserved 
water  of  Inglewood.  The  top  reach  of  the  Kermet 
section  commences  not  far  from  Leverton  Hatches, 
below  Sir  Wm.  Pearce's  preserves.  At  Leverton 
may  still  be  seen  the  remains  of  some  ancient  stocks, 
and,  curiously,  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley  at 
Inkpen  the  last  of  the  wayside  gallows  still  survives, 
emblems  of  less  peaceful  times. 
\  The  Dim  trout  are  of  a  particularly  fine  strain 
and  run  to  large  size,  and  it  is  to  ba  regretted  that 
the  spawning  beds  are  not  such  as  to  encoiurage 
the  breed ;  but  this  will  be  amongst  the  many 
matters  for  the  attention  of  the  new  manage- 
ment. The  Keimet  supports  a  large  head  of 
grayling  m  addition  to  its  trout,  perhaps  too  many 
for  its  welfare. 

Last  season's  fishing  was  not  up  to  the  average, 
and  there  was  some  talk  of  deterioration  of  the  water. 


THE  OTHEE  SIDE. 


Thkee  is  no  doubt  that,  given  suitable  conditions 
of  wind  and  weather,  tho  trout  that  rises  under 
one's  own  bank  is  the  fish  of  fish  to  cast  to — but 
how  often  does  it  happen  that  the  bank  down 
which  the  procession  of  Duns  or  other  small  deer  is 
indicated  by  the  grateful  rings  of  rising  fish  is  on 
the  other  side  ?  And  when  that  bank  is  within 
casting  reach,  and  it  is  possible  to  float  your  fly  a 
yard  or  so  without  a  drag,  the  results  are  apt  to 
make  you  thankful  for  that  other  side.  Let  one 
such  occasion  be  recalled.  It  was  on  a  charming 
little  dry-fly  river,  draining  south  towards  the 
Danube.  The  time  of  the  Green  Drake  was  at 
hand,  and  the  waterside  bushes  were  abuzz  with 
the  plum-hued  swarms  of  Aldeis.  There  was  no 
doubt  as  to  what  fly  to  put  on. 

The  bottom  of  the  leave  was  a  still,  slow  pool,  of 
which  some  sixty  or  seventy  yards  on  either  side  was 
bare,  and  the  lower  end  overhung  with  tall  hazels 
on  our  side,  and  with  two  or  three  alders  fortunately 
placed  on  the  opposite  side  to  face  the  only  two 
gaps  in  the  line  of  hazel,  through  which  it  was 
possible  by  luck  or  management  to  get  a  fly  across. 
Under  those  alders  there  was  always  trout,  seldom 
under  thirteen  inches  in  length,  and  even  if  one  saw 
no  rise  a  careful  cast  was  always  worth  while.  See 
us,  therefore,  H.  and  me,  knotting  on  our  Alder — 
not  too  small  for  this  game — as  the  church  clock 
struck  ten,  and  opening  the  ball,  H.  at  the  foot  o^ 


A  Reach  on  the  Dun. 


but  this  lack  of  sport  was  not  confined  to  the 
Hungerford  reaches,  but  was  pretty  general  all  up 
the  valley,  chiefly  attributable  to  a  shortage  of 
water.  It  is  unlikely  that  a  falling  off  in  the  head 
of  trout  will  take  place  after  the  liberal  stocking  of 
last  season,  together  with  the  advantage  of  having 
highly -preserved  and  stocked  water  above  and 
below.  As  much  cannot  be  said  of  many  less 
favoured  and  protected  parts  of  the  Kennet,  where 
pike  and  water  vermin  seem  to  hold  undisputed 
sway.  It  is  also  a  favourable  sign  to  note  the 
number  of  spawning  trout  on  the  shallows  at  this 
time  of  year  Kjennet. 


A  Plucky  Lady  Angleb.  —  The  late  Lady 
Bridge,  wife  of  Sir  Frederick  Bridge,  the  organist 
at  Westminster  Abbey,  was  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
and  on  one  occasion  was  fishing  by  herself  in  a  boat 
on  the  Lake  of  Killarney  when  she  struck  a  large 
trout.  In  trying  to  take  it  off  the  hook  the  latter 
pierced  one  of  her  fingers,  and  the  fish  in  its 
struggles  caused  her  to  stop  rowing  in  order  that 
she  might  disengage  it.  At  the  moment  a  squall 
set  up,  and  the  boat  became  almost  unmanageable. 
Realising  the  position,  which  was  a  critical  one, 
she  hastily  seized  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  with  great 
pluck  cut  away  the  top  of  her  finger,  so  that  the 
flesh  and  line  foil  to  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 
Resuming  the  oars,  she  managed,  after  a  struggle, 
to  get  to  the  bank  and  rescue  herself  from  her 
dangerous  position. — G. 


the  open  pool  and  I  at  the  lower  gap  in  the  hazels. 
But  before  casting  across  it  were  prudent  to  switch 
up  as  far  as  possible  imder  our  own  bank,  feeling 
the  water  foot  by  foot  for  a  lurking  feeder.  This 
proving  vain,  the  next  thing  is  to  get  out  line  and 
drop  our  fly  under  the  alder  opposite.  Almost  as 
it  lights  there  is  a  boil,  and  the  first  trout  of  the 
day  is  fast.  He  is  wound  in,  and  proves  to  be  a 
nice  IJlb.  fish,  and  Fritz  transfers  him  to  the 
barrel  which  will  transport  him  above  to  the  stew. 
He  came  away  without  much  splash,  and  played 
deep,  so  it  may  be  worth  while  to  try  another  cast 
under  the  same  alder  a  shade  higher  up.  Sure 
enough  another  trout  is  on  the  fly  in  a  flash,  and 
comes  fighting  gamely  with  head-shaking  action, 
like  a  terrier  worrying  a  rat,  across  the  deep 
middle  water,  and  follows  his  companion,  via  the 
net,  into  the  barrel.  A  third  try  under  the  same 
alder  bush,  and  two  or  three  others  proving  barren 
of  result,  we  shorten  up,  and,  moving  a  few  paces 
upstream,  creep  into  the  stump  of  a  hazel  bush, 
and  passing  the  rod  out  on  the  riverside  let  out  a 
little  line  and  switch  up  xmder  the  boughs  to  the 
second  gap,  missing  one  trout  in  the  process.  The 
second  gap  is  a  shade  too  narrow  for  comfort,  and 
one  or  two  hangs -up  occur  before  our  Alder  again 
drops  right  under  the  lower  of  the  opposite  brace 
of  alder  bushes.  Again  there  is  the  welcome  boil, 
and  again  the  rod  assumes  the  curve  of  beauty  as 
a  nice  pounder  is  coaxed  over  to  the  net.  Another 
follows,  and  we  miss  one  through  inattention. 
.  Up  to  now,  tho  fish  have  not  risen  to  the  natural 


fly,  but  now  we  begin  to  see  them  move.  We 
reach  the  bottom  of  the  open  water,  and  find  H. 
has  just  moved  to  tho  pool  above.  .  The  lower  end 
is  rested  enough  to  make  casting  worth  while  if 
we  can  detect  a  rise.  Presently  we  see  one  close 
under  tho  far  bank  just  inside  a  small  lily-pad, 
which  splendidly  marks  the  spot.  The  fly  drops 
right  once  we  have  got  the  distance,  and  there  is 
no  hesitation  about  the  response.  This  is  a  better 
fish— 1  Jib.,  Fritz  says,  and  he  is  a  good  judge. 
Gradually  we  work  up  the  pool  foot  by  foot, 
returning  again  to  the  bottom,  and  getting  a  fish 
at  a  visit  to  each  of  the  gaps,  and  two  or  three  on 
the  far  bank  on  the  second  time  up — so  as  to  let  H. 
get  ahead  and  to  rest  the  fish  in  the  next  pool.  But 
there  are  several  good  fish  which  decline  to  be 
lured,  and  after  consultation  with  H.  it  is  deter- 
mined to  assail  tbem  from  below  on  the  far  bank 
after  lunch.  As  we  move  up  the  water  becomes 
faster  and  faster ;  at  the  top  it  is  quite  a  racing 
stream,  but  there  are  three  or  four  pools  where  the 
dry-fly  pays  well,  and  from  these  we  make  our 
main  harvest.  When  we  count  up  our  spoils  at 
Mittags-essen,  under  the  chestnuts  at  the  little 
inn,  we  reckon  that  something  over  fifty  fish 
between  us  have  been  transferred  to  the  stew. 
Still,  we  are  not  appeased  until  we  have  been  to 
the  far  side  and  had  a  shot  at  those  reluctant  fish 
which  had  defied  our  arts  on  the  lower  pool. 

It  is  between  three  and  half-past  when  we  reach 
fishable  water— for  that  side  is  badly  bushed— and 
here,  to  our  astonishment,  we  find  that  in  every  gap 
between  the  low  alders  we  can  get  a  cast  at  some 
fish  rising  close  under  the  bank  we  have  left,  where 
scarce  a  fish  rose  this  morning,  while  none  are  rising 
on  our  own.  For  some  reason  the  Alder  seems  to 
have  lost  its  virtue,  but  a  glimpse  of  a  mealy  Red 
Sedge  on  the  grass  gives  us  a  hint.  We  change  to  a 
landrail  wing  and  pale  hare's-flax  bodied  floater, 
with  ginger  hackle,  and  find  the  problem  solved. 
One  by  one  the  fish  under  the  far  bank  respond  to 
the  invitation,  and  are  brought  to  net.  Then  we ' 
come  to  the  open  bit  at  the  bottom,  and  H.  assails 
it  from  below,  but  only  a  brace — ^nothing  very  start- 
ling in  size— is  the  result ;  but  the  bank  once  clear, 
we  can  assail  the  string  of  trout  feeding  resolutely 
under  the  bank  on  which  we  stood  in  the  morning. 
Presently  it  is  all  over,  and  we  wind  up  and  return 
to  our  inn.  Fritz  reports  the  score  to  be  seventy- 
four  to  our  two  rods,  of  which  total  at  least  sixty, 
and  probably  more,  were  from  "  the  other  side." 
But  it  is  not  always  thus.    Sometimes  one  is 

Blank. 


HAEEISON  WEIE. 


It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  mention  the 
death  after  a  long  illness  of  Harrison  Weir,  a  name 
and  a  personage  familiar  to  the  present  writer  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  It  was  in  the  late  fifties 
that  he  produced,  that  is,  he  edited  the  text,  and 
drew  all  the  illustrations  on  wood  for  a  work 
entitled,  "  The  Poetry  of  Nature."  So  far  as  the 
truth  to  Nature  and  great  delicacy  of  touch  are 
concerned,  this  work  was  one  of  the  prettiest  ever 
produced  during  the  whole  psriod  covered  by  the 
art  of  wood  engraving,  now  almost  a  lost  art.  We 
are  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  that  useful  volume, 
"  Who's  Who  ?  "  for  the  following  brief  summary 
of  his  life  and  work.  He  had  completed  his  eighty- 
first  year  and  was  a  long  way  on  in  his  eighty- 
second  year  when  he  died.  "Artist,  author,  and 
journalist ;  born  Lewes,  Sussex,  May  5,  1824 ; 
first  exhibited  at  British  Institution,  oil  picture  of 
Wild  Duck,  1843  ;  afterwards  at  Society  of  British 
Artists  and  the  Royal  Academy.  Many  years 
member  of  the  New  Society  of  Painters  in  Water 
Colours  (now  the  Institute),  which  he  resigned 
some  years  ago.  Animal  painter  and  draughtsman. 
Publications  :  On  original  staff  of  Illustrated  London 
News,  Field,  Pictorial  Times,  Pictorial  World, 
Graphic,  Black  and  White,  Poultry  and  Stock 
Keeper,  etc. ;  the  author  and  illustrator  of  '  Poetry 
of  Nature,'  '  Every  Day  in  the  Country,'  '  Our  Oats 
and  all  about  Them,'  'Animal  Stories,  Old  and 
New,'  and  '  Bird  Stories,  Old  and  New,'  '  Our 
Poultry  and  all  about  Them,'  the  writing  and  illus- 
trating of  which  occupied  his  attention  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years.  Designer  of  race  cups.  Goodwood, 
Ascot,  etc.,  for  Messrs.  Garrard  &  Co.,  over  thirty 
years  ;  judge  at  poultry  and  pigeon  shows  for  over 
thirty  years ;  originator  of  Cat  Show  at  Crystal 
Palace,  and  judge,  1872.  Recreations:  Gardening, 
fruit  growing,  horticulture,  field  naturalist,  poultry 
breeding;  no  games  of  any  sort  at  any  time," 
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FISHING  IN  THE  TIBEK. 


We  see  here  the  Tiber,  200ft.  broad,  and  200 
miles  from  its  source  in  the  Cassentino,  20ft.  deep, 
20ft.  above  sea-level,  and  20  miles  from  the  sea. 
Fifty  different  sorts  of  fish  may  be  caught  in  the 
Tiber,  twenty  of  which,  including  the  mighty 
sturgeon,  come  up  from  the  Mediterranean.  The 
anglers  we  see  may  be  seeking  tench  or  barbel,  but 
are  probably  angling  for  trout.  He  in  the  bowler 
hat  may  be  John  Smith,  and  his  fellow  fisherman 
Giovanni  Contadino.  John  may  be  dreaming  about 
Hadrian,  who  built  the  big  round  tomb  in  a.d.  130, 
or  of  Gregory  the  Great,  who  saw  an  angel  on  the 
top  of  it  in  589,  or  of  Marozia,  who  ruled  Rome 
from  that  fortress  tomb  and  .smothered  Pope  John  X. 
in  one  of  its  dungeons  in  928 ;  or  ho  may  be  musing 
on  Cincinnatus,  for  away  to  the  right  he  can  see  the 
green  fields  where  that  old  Roman  was  ploughing 
one  day  in  B.C.  458  when  his  appointment  as 
Dictator  was  announced  to  him.  Whatever  were 
the  fisherman's  fancies  then,  he  is  thirty  years  older 
now,  and  Hadrian's  beautiful  bridge  has  had  its  two 
ends  rebuilt  and  its  appearance  spoiled  by  an  ugly 
new  bridge  constructed  close  to  it  for  tramcars  to 
cross.  The  fields  of  Cincinnatus  are  covered  with 
jerry-built  houses,  the  shore  John  sits  on  is  cut 


places  consists  of  silver  sand  rock  |and  seaweed, 
and  with  a  bright  sim  shining  the  effect  is  mag- 
nificent. In  the  rocky  portion  of  the  bay  very  large 
conger  and  skate  may  bo  taken  during  spring  tides. 
Quite  close  to  Westport  Quay  they  are  to  be  found, 
and  many  an  exciting  night's  fishing  have  I  enjoyed 
there.  My  first  introduction  to  this  sport  is  asso- 
ciated with  a  boatman  named  Woods.  I  met  him 
one  evening  on  his  way  home  with  a  string  of  fresh 
mackerel  suspended  from  his  right  and  only  hand. 
The  Ibft  had  been  shot  off  in  (iarly  sporting  days  by 
a  muzzle-loading  gun,  but  he  continued  to  shoot 
until  old  ago,  resting  the  weapon  on  the  stump  of 
the  disabled  arm.  He  was  a  keen,  all-round 
sportsman,  an  excellent  shot,  and  a  brilliant  wit 
withal.  His  picturesque  way  of  describing  the 
possibilities  of  sport  among  the  "  bastes  of  conger  " 
was  irresLstible.  "  It's  a  boatload  we'll  be  getting 
after  this  s]jringtide,  sir.  They'll  come  rowlin'  in 
from  Annah  Head  bo  the  thousand,  and  it's  sorra 
far  those  few  mackerel  will  go  among  the  hungry 
brutes." 

"  What  kind  of  a  rod  do  you  use,  Johnnie  ?  " 

"  A  blackthorn  stick,  sir,  when  we  get  them  in  the 
boat ;  it's  that  that  knocks  the  talk  out  of  them." 

Johnnie  anticipated  modern  criticism  as  to  the 
uselossness  of  a  fishing  rod  in  dealing  with  conger 


Fishing  in  the  Tiber — Opposite  the  Castle  of  Saint  Angelo. 


away,  and  monotonous  quay  walls  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  picturesque  banks  of  the  river,  which 
is  now  300ft.  broad.  StiU,  one  rarely  sees  the  most 
modem  picture  of  Hadrian's  bridge  without  seeing 
an  angler  in  the  foreground. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  CLEW  BAY. 

Clew  Bay  is  one  of  the  most  picturesque  places 
on  the  Irish  coast.  It  has  been  compared  with  the 
Bay  of  Naples,  which,  it  is  said,  does  not  outrival 
it  in  scenic  effect.  Thackeray,  in  his  "  Irish 
Sketches,"  speaks  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  its 
beauty.  He  had  been  driving  through  Connemara 
on  a  broken-down  jaimting-car  one  pouring  wet 
day,  when  he  unexpectedly  came  in  sight  of  its 
waters.  Wearied  as  he  was  after  his  journey,  he 
said  he  would  gladly  go  over  it  all  again  for  so 
delightful  a  surprise.  It  is  supposed  to  have  no 
less  than  365  islands,  which  legend  declares  were 
made  by  his  Satanic  Majesty,  who  was  challenged 
by  St.  Patrick  to  make  as  many  islands  in  a  day  as 
there  were  days  in  the  year.  A  chain  of  moun- 
tains, of  which  Croagh  Patrick  is  the  chief,  rises 
abruptly  from  the  bay  on  the  western  side,  and 
looking  dowa  from  the  summit  the  islands  appear 
so  close  that  it  seems  possible  to  step  from 
one  to  the  other.  The  surface  of  the  water  is 
chameleon  in  the  diversity  of  its  colours,  the 
peculiarity  being  caused  by  the  bottom,  which  in 


and  confined  himself  to  the  simple  hand-Une.  The 
fish  are  foimd  amongst  ledges  of  rock,  and  unless  the 
first  strike  lifts  them  clear  of  the  bottom,  they  can 
attach  themselves  by  their  tails  in  a  way  that  would 
defy  the  powers  of  a  donkey-engine  to  dislodge 
them. 

We  started  off  in  a  small  rouing-boat  when  the 
tide  was  at  half -ebb,  and  anchored  off  a  point  known 
as  Rosbeg  Perch,  on  the  borders  of  the  Channel, 
where  a  heavy  sea  was  running.  It  had  been  a  hot 
summer's  day,  and  the  sun  had  sunk  behind  Croagh 
Patrick,  when  we  began  to  get  our  bait  and  tackle 
in  readiness.  From  half-ebb  to  low  water  is  the 
best  time  for  fishing.  The  place  we  had  selected 
was  a  deep  hole,  and  as  the  tide  fell  the  fish  made 
for  it  from  the  shallows.  It  was  soon  evident  they 
were  on  the  feed,  for  a  bob  !  bob  !  telegraphic 
communication  reached  my  hand  which,  while  men- 
tally pleasant,  gave  a  physical  sense  of  uneasiness 
to  my  fingers,  already  heavily  weighted  with  a  71b. 
sinker  and  at  least  twenty  feet  of  thick  line.  Bob  ! 
again,  and  then  a  steady  strain,  whilst  the  line 
goes  off  in  a  lateral  direction.  It  is  evident  that 
the  two-inch  section  of  fresh  mackerel  has  been 
bolted,  and  the  perpetrator  is  anxious  to  digest  it 
at  his  leisure  among  the  rocks.  A  quick  strike 
from  overhead,  into  which  every  ounce  of  strength 
is  drafted,  arrests  the  movement.  It  has  been  so 
sudden  and  unexpected  that  the  conger  is  lifted 
several  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  tideway,  and 
there  has  been  no  time  for  the  hafd  and  closely- 


fringed  tail  to  be  attached  to  the  rocks.  It  sweeps 
round  and  round  in  quest  of  some  friendly  lodge  in 
vain,  and  finding  none,  all  the  force  is  set  against 
the  power  that  is  drawing  the  fish  towards  the 
surface.  Tho  resistance  is  keen,  and  the  equality 
between  j)ull  from  above  and  hold  from  beneath 
reaches  the  point  of  equilibrium  several  times  before 
tho  contest  closes.  When  at  length  the  rapidly 
shortening  line  brings  the  captor  to  the  top  of  the 
water.  Master  Conger  adojjts  a  new  method  of 
defence,  and  straightway  belabours  the  water 
with  his  tail  until  the  occupants  of  the  boat  are  in 
danger  of  being  wet  through.  The  application  of  a 
gaff  rights  matters  once  more,  and  the  thick,  writhing 
carcass  is  lifted  over  the  gunwale  and  deposited  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat. 

"  Now,  sir,  we'll  try  the  fishing-rod,"  said  Johnny, 
drawing  forth  a  heavy-knobbed  blackthorn,  with 
which  he  belaboured  the  conger,  to  an  accompani- 
ment of  ejaculations  on  the  demerits  of  his  victim. 
"  You  thought  it  was  a  nice  supper  you'd  have  at 
our  expense."  Whack  !  whack  !  "  Faith,  then,  it's 
yourself  that  will  pay  for  it."  Whack  !  whack  ! 
whack  !  "  Now  let  me  see  what's  in  your  pockets," 
Johnny  added,  thrusting  his  fingers  into  the  gill 
slits  in  the  side  of  the  fish's  neck.  The  brute's 
mouth  opened  at  this  by  reflex  action,  and  the 
hook  was  extracted.  "  Eighteen  pounds'  weight, 
sir."  We  got  them  from  61b.  to  221b.  that  night, 
and  fished  up  to  twelve  o'clock.  The  take  included 
several  large  skate  from  41b.  to  81b. 

In  the  hauling  in  process  these  species  of  the  Ray 
family  are  easily  detected.  After  one  or  two  plunges 
it  feels  as  if  the  lino  had  got  coiled  round  a  rock,  the 
broad  surface  of  the  fish  offers'  such  powers  of 
lesistance.  They  are  dangerous  brutes,  which  lash 
about  with  their  spiked  tails,  sharp  as  needles,  and 
if  one's  hand  came  into  contact  with  one  of  the 
strokes  it  would  cut  to  the  bone. 

Amongst  other  spoil  there  were  several  large 
dogfish  and  a  sand  shark  which  scaled  261b.  Off 
Annah  Head  there  is  another  deep  hole  where  very 
heavy  conger  are  frequently  taken.  On  one  occasion 
my  companion  hooked  a  monster.  He  looked — well, 
a  sea-serpent  on  coming  to  the  top  of  the  water.  I 
gaffed  him,  but  he  twisted  round  and  wrenched  the 
gaff  from  the  socket.  Then  we  tried  to  haul  him 
into  the  boat,  but  the  great  weight  broke  tho  line. 

Clow  Bay  affords  good  mackerel  fishing,  but  one 
has  to  sail  out  a  good  way  to  find  them.  There  are 
plenty  of  pollack  and  codling  to  be  had  also.  During 
the  summer  months  there  are  shoals  of  grey  mullet 
which  can  be  seen  disporting  themselves  on  the  top 
of  the  water,  and  leaping  so  high  out  as  to  tempt  a 
shot  from  a  gun.  They  are  frequently  netted  in 
quantities.  They  run  into  angular  places  at  high 
tide,  and  their  retreat  is  cut  off  by  nets  in  which 
they  are  meshed.  They  make  good  conger  baits, 
and  I  have  often  used  them  for  that  purpose  when 
herrings  or  mackerel  were  not  available. 

The  Irish  peasants  believe  that  conger-eels  are 
the  snakes  whifch  St.  Patrick  banished  from  the  top 
of  Croagh  Patrick  into  the  bay.  For  some  reason 
best  kno^vn  to  themselves  they  do  not  regard  skate 
as  edible — possibly  because  of  their  tails. 

OWNWEE. 


WILDEK  ON  KING  EDWAKD.* 


"If  all  Kings  were  as  competent  as  the  genial 
and  tactful  gentleman  who  recently  ascended  the 
British  Throne,  it  would,"  says  Mr.  Wilder,  "  be  a 
thankless  task  to  start  a  new  Republic  anywhere. 
Personally,  I  have  strong  grounds  for  this  opinion, 
for  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  His  Majesty 
many  times  while  he  was  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
these  meetings  were  entirely  due  to  his  kindness  of 
nature,  and  generally  were  of  his  own  initiative." 
He  has  equally  pleasant  things  to  say  of  the  genial 
kind-heartedness  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Irving. 

Ikving  and  the  "  Little  Chap." 
"In  the  one-act  piece  'Cramond  Brig,'  there  is  a 
supper  scene  in  a  cottage,  a  steaming  sheep's  head 
and  an  oat-cake  are  brought  in,  and  the  cottar's  little 
son  is  supposed  to  do  boyish  justice  to  the  feast. 
The  little  chap  who  played  the  part  did  not  look 
as  if  he  had  eaten  more  than  his  allowance,  which 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Stage  feasts  are  not 
prepared  by  chefs,  and  the  sheep's  head  was 
indifferently  cooked ;  the  only  stage  demand  being 

*  From  Mr.  Marshall  Wilder's  amusing  book, 
"The  Sunny  Side  of  the  Street,"  published  by 
Funk  and  WagnaUs. 
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that  it  should  send  up  a  cloud  of  steam  and  look 
piping  hot.  One  night,  when  the  meat  chanced  to 
be  well  cooked,  Mr.  Irving  noted  that  the  boy 
entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  scene  with  extreme 
realism,  so  with  a  smile  at  the  youngster's  energy 
he  asked : 

" '  Like  it,  my  boy  ?  Ah,  yes ;  I  thought  so. 
Boys  are  always  hungry.'  No  sooner  was  that 
hungry  boy  out  of  hearing  than  Mr.  Irving  ordered 
that  the  sheep's  head  and  oat-cake  should  in  future 
be  properly  seasoned  and  carefully  cooked  ;  still 
more,  he  instructed  the  players  that  the  supper 
scene  was  not  to  be  hurried,  but  was  to  be  governed 
by  the  boy's  appetite.  And  how  that  boy  did 
enjoy  the  change  ! — though  Mr.  Irving  seemed  to 
get  as  much  pleasure  out  of  the  feast  as  he." 


SEA  FISHING,  A  HIGH  AET. 


There  are  many  scofiers,  many  narrow  minds, 
and  many  obstinate  ones — all  anglers,  but  all 
admitting  only  one  school,  and  following  but  one 
method.  It  is  so  in  music,  yet  I  venture  to  state, 
with  bated  breath,  that  the  man  who  recognises 
the  beauty  of  a  lovely  waltz,  the  charm  of  a  well- 
written  opera,  or  the  attractiveness  of  a  stately 
march  rendered  by  a  fine  military  band,  scores 


"plop"-  that  is  absolutely  fascinating.  On  this 
occasion  it  was  the  Dad's  float,  and  I  can  see  the 
veteran  now  as  he  gathered  in  the  "slack,"  and 
with  lips  compressed  gave  a  vigorous  and  almost 
athletic  "strike."  Oh,  the  hoop  of  the  rod !  Oh, 
the  scream  of  the  reel !  Oh,  the  expression  of 
determination  and  triumph  on  that  dear  old  face ! 
At  last  eighteen  pounds  of  mottled  beauty  lay 
upon  the  bank,  and  for  the  first  time  I  noted  the 
cruel  eyes  and  powerfully  armed  jaws  of  Esox 
lucius.  The  scene  is  very  vividly  with  me  as  I 
write,  and  it  will  never  fade  until  the  writer 
does. 

"  Nothing  to  do  with  sea  fishing,"  I  seem  to 
hear.    "  Gentlemen,  this  is  the  prologue." 

After  the  pike  stage,  the  time  arrived  when 
trout  fishing  became  an  all-engrossing  ambition. 
I  must  pass  over  my  neophitic  days,  and  can  only 
say  here  that  fly  fishing  (wet  fly  then)  became  a 
passion  with  me.  Every  spare  hour,  and  many 
that  should  not  have  been  spared,  found  me  on  the 
banks  of  lovely  Darenth,  when  that  queen  of  chalk 
streams  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  productiveness. 
The  Lion  at  Farningham,  the  Plough  at  Eynsford, 
the  Fighting  Cocks  at  Sutton,  all  landmarks  in  the 
old  days.  Now,  alas!  we  sigh  "Ichabod,"  and 
pass  on.  Just  in  parenthesis  let  me  say  here  that 
on  one  snowy  April  day  I  landed  fifty  trout 
weighing  fifty-one  pounds,  all  duly  weighed  and 
recorded  at  the  Plough  Inn,  Eynsford.  Is  there 
any  wonder  that  I  sigh  "Ichabod  "  ?    The  dry  fly 


From  this  time  I  determined  to  use  rod  and  reel, 
and  so  by  degrees  I  saw  possibilities  of  more 
artistic  work  to  be  accomplished. 

Now  I  use  the  fincnt  tacJde  jxmihle,  and  con- 
sequently, instead  of  the  old  order  of  things,  a  new 
and  delightful  form  of  sport  has  been  opened  out 
to  me,  which,  although  nothing  like  fly  fishing,  is  a 
very  good  substitute  for  it  when  the  close  season 
sets  in.  The  fish  has  always  a  chance,  and  that 
to  my  mind  is  one  of  thy  charms  of  angling. 
Another,  and  psrhaps  the  greatest  charm  of  all,  is 
that  you  never  know  what  you  may  get,  from  a 
conger  of  401b.  down  to  the  humble  but  succulent 
dab.  One  tackle  for  all.  The  reel -line  as  fine  as 
th3  smallest  tapered  part  of  a  trout  line.  One 
small  brass  wire  spreader,  and  the  rest  of  the 
tackle  single  gut. 

At  first  the  "pro.'s"  laughed  at  my  gear,  and 
foretold  inevitable  disaster.  At  Penzance  the 
ridicule  was  prodigious,  but  when  the  old  hands 
found  that  big  pollack,  lusty  bream,  and  sinewy 
conger  were  all  hooked  and  landed  with  con- 
summate ease,  and  that  the  fine  tackle  was 
accountable  for  twice  the  number  of  fish  caught 
by  the  hand-lines,  "the  form  of  their  countenance 
was  changed,"  and  their  conversion  assured. 

Let  those  who  have  hitherto  sneered  at  sea 
fishing  take  it  up  in  an  artistic  way,  and  they  will 
spend  many  pleasant,  ^  aye,  f and  exciting,  days  on 
the  blue  waters  that  lenwrapl^the  coasts  of  old 
England.  '  ^  Quill  Gnat 


Land's  End,  ne.ar  Penzance. 


My  Fisherman:   Sam  ^Iiller  and  his  Son. 


over  the  man  who  will  have  nothing  but  classical 
music,  and  that  of  the  severest*  type.  In  my 
younger  days  I  fished  for  perch  and  roach  in  a 
miU-pool  not  far  from  my  residence.  The  page- 
boy initiated  me  into  the  mysterie.5  of  angling,  and 
even  in  those  earliest  times  I  took  the  fever  badly, 
so  badly,  indeed,  that  I  soon  outstripped  my 
instructor,  and,  discarding  his  rough  tackle,  took 
to  making  my  own,  even  then  finer  and  more 
delicate  than  most  of  the  gear  in  general  use.  The 
next  step  was  the  pursuit  of  the  wily  pike.  On  a 
day,  ever  to  be  remembered,  when  the  dear  old 
Dad  W£i8  an  enthusiastic  pike  fisher,  I  was  allowed 
to  accompany  him  to  a  large  mill-pond  celebrated 
for  its  big  pike.  Oh,  Youth,  beautiful  Youth ! 
never  made  enough  of  while  it  lasts,  never  appre- 
ciated as  it  should  be  until  it  is  gone !  Everything 
seen  through  those  rose-coloured  glasses,  and  no 
fears  for  the  future.  The  keen  enjoyment  will 
never  come  again ;  and  then  the  glorious  reckless- 
ness of  youth  !  Why  not  ?  A  fig  for  the  pedantic 
preacher  who  tries  to  curb  the  freshness  of  the  one 
golden  era  of  a  short  life.  Wholesome  pleasure, 
and  tons  of  it ;  joy,  gaiety,  irrepressible  and  over- 
flowing good  spirits,  let  them  stay  as  long  as  they 
will,  for  of  a  truth  they  soon  depart,  and  after 
that — but  memories !  What  has  all  this  to  do 
with  pike  fishing  ?  Nothing,  and  everjrthing.  On 
the  day  before-mentioned  I  experienced  for  the 
first  time  that  electric  thrill  when  the  big  float, 
hitherto  reposing  serenely  and  aimlessly  upon  the 
surface,  goes  under  with  spasmodic  energy  and  a 


cult  now  follows,  and  I  master  it  in  time.  Still,  a 
lingering  fondness  remains  for  the  "chuck  and 
chance  it "  method,  which  I  still  maintain,  under 
special  circumstances,  will  kill  more  trout  than 
the  other. 

Salmon  fishing  delights  are  known  to  me, 
although  in  consequence  of  a  limited  income  my 
opportunities  have  not  been  many.  Still,  I  can 
remember  getting  an  eighteen-pounder  out  of  the 
River  Orchy,  and  seeing  that  veteran  sportsman — 
now,  alas  !  gone  over  'to  the  majority — Sir  John 
Lawes,  standing  hare-legged  in  the  river  fishing  for 
all  he  was  worth,  while  the  partner  of  his  joys  was 
sitting  in  an  old-fashioned  carriage  —  yclept,  I 
believe,  a  "  Clarence  " — looking  on  with  smiling 
approval.  Where  do  we  find  them  now  ?  these 
grand  men  of  the  old  school,  scorning  waders  at 
"  three  score  years  and  ten  "  ! 

Sea  fishing?  Why,  yes;  the  prologue  is  over. 
For  years,  when  October  set  in,  I  put  away  rods  and 
gear,  and  with  dismal  resignation  looked  forward 
to  nothing  more  than  an  occasional  day  at  the 
pike.  Suddenly  I  was  led  to  think  seriously  of  sea 
fishing,  and  it  happened  in  this  wise.  Every 
autumn  I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  "  dear 
old  vulgar  Ramsgate"  for  a  day  or  two  at  the 
whiting  fishing.  Twenty  score  used  to  be  quite 
usual,  and  nobody  thought  of  using  anything  but 
thick  hand  gear  of  "clothes-line"  proportions. 
While  hauling  in  these  whiting,  I  got  hold  of  a  cod 
about  twelve  pounds.  Then  I  noticed  the 
awkwardness  of  playing  a   big  fish  by  hand. 


THE  SEA-FISHERMAN. 

By  the  late  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 


Edited  hy  his  son,  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 
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{Continued  from  page  25.) 

Booms  fop  Sea-Ledgrering-— co/jfiK2<ef7. 

The  Fortsmouth.  B,ig  consists  of  from  two  to 
three  chopsticks  revolving  on  the  line  at  intervals  of 
1ft.,  2ft.,  or  3ft.,  and  sometimes  less,  above  the  dip- 
lead,  the  chopsticks  of  whalebone,  about  Sin.  long. 
The  chopsticks  are  often  fixed  and  not  revolving, 
being  attached  to  the  line  by  a  clove  hitch  only, 
over  a  notch  at  one  end.  Two  chopsticks  are  better 
than  more,  and  the  snoods  should  not  be  longer 
than  the  chopsticks,  or  much  fouling  will  ensue. 
Let  a  swivel  be  fastened  to  each,  to  which  loop  on 
the  hook -link.  On  clean  ground,  with  this  gear, 
the  lead  is  allowed  to  rest  on  the  bottom.  A  neat 
way  of  fitting  is  to  make  the  chopsticks  of  brass 
wire,  taking  four  tm-ns  at  one  end  to  make  a  spiral 
coil  through  which  to  reeve  the  line,  answering  to  the 
hole  in  the  wooden  chopstick.  The  chopsticks  are 
kept  in  place  by  knots  above  and  below  as  before- 
mentioned,  and  about  Sin.  of  the  line  at  each  chop- 
stick  must  be  served  over  with  waxed  thread,  or 
the  line  will  soon  chafe  and  break.  These  lines  are 
not  favourites  of  mine  for  boat-fishing,  as  the  short- 
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ness  of  the  snoods  gives  so  little  liberty  of  action 
whilst  unhooking  the  fish,  but  for  throwing  out 
from  a  pier  or  rock  they  are  the  best  which  can  be 
used  in  my  opinion.  N.B. — One  evil  of  this  form 
and  of  all  other  gear  with  short  snoods,  is  the 
liability  to  hook  your  fingers,  by  the  lead  falling  off 
the  seat  of  the  boat,  when  placed  thereon  for  the 
convenience  of  fresh  baiting,  or  unhooking.  This 
gear  with  two  or  more  booms  is  really  a  paternoster, 
and  is  bettor  for  theiangling  rod  than  for  hand-lines, 
as  the  rod  keeps  it  clear  of  the  boat's  side  when 
being  lifted  on  board. 

The  Curved  Revolver. — This  is  a  development 
of  the  so-called  Guernsey  Rig,  in  brass  wire,  with  a 
considerable  curvature  of  the  boom.  Straight  brass 
booms  are  of  old  date,  having  been  common  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  for  a  long  period,  and  I  recollect 
meeting  with  them  in  the  Groat  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition  at  South  Kensington  in  1883, 
in  an  exhibit  of  gear  from  the  Straits  of  Malacca. 
In  the  present  instance  the  hole  in  the  wooden 
revolver  of  the  Guernsey  Rig  is  supplied  by  four  or 
five  turns  of  the  wire,  easily  made  by  the  aid  of  a 
pair  of  bell-hanger's  pliers,  forming  a  spiral  coil  to 
receive  a  piece  of  fishing  line  as  a  sling  for  the  lead, 
with  an  eye  above  spliced  in  this  sling  to  receive 
the  line.  The  advantaga  of  the  eye  splice  is,  of 
course,  that  you  can  unbend  the  line  from  the 
strop  or  sling,  and  detach  the  lead  therefrom  when 
required,  which  arrangement  can  be  applied  as  a 
matter  of  course  to  the  Guernsey  Rig,  and  most 
others.  I  would  draw  particular  attention  to  the 
curved  form  of  the  wire  and  its  length,  which  two 
features  enable  the  lower  end  to  reach  lx>low  the 
base  of  the  lead,  the  intention  being  that  the  snood 
or  trace  may  bo  carried  below  the  lead,  and  entangle- 
ment prevented,  from  which  no  kind  or  form  of 
tackle  is  entirely  exempt.  Different  methods  of 
attaching  the  lead  have  been  adopted,  and  among 
the  most  useful  for  seaside  visitors  are  those  which 
allow  a  quick  change  of  leads  as  the  speed  of  the 
tidal  current  may  suggest.  It  is  desirable  to  have 
the  revolving  boom  as  close  dovm  to  the  top  of 
the  lead  as  possible,  so  that  the  revolving  boom 
may  not  be  inconveniently  long  for  stowage:  I 
therefore  recommend  the  lead  to  have  a  hole 
through  the  apex,  as  the  lead  can  then  be  bent  on 
to  the  sling  passing  through  this  hole  by  the 
fastening  known  as  the  "  Anchor  bend."  This 
is  perfectly  secure,  and  can  be  easily  cast  off 
when  a  change  of  lead  is  required.  These  leads 
are  often  cast  by  tackle  makers  with  a  brass  wire 
eye  in  the  apex  and  the  attachment  formed  by  a 
hook  safety  swivel,  but  this  arrangement  lengthens 
the  distance  between  the  boom  and  lead,  and 
necessitates  a  longer  boom  to  keep  the  tackle  clear, 
the  object  of  the  curvature  of  the  boom  being  to 
carry  the  trace  clear  below  the  base  of  the  lead,  and 
thereby  prevent  entanglement.  If  the  ■wire  is  not 
too  stout,  the  arms  wUl  fold  together  for  stowage, 
and  can  be  so  retained  by  winding  the  snood  round 
them.  The  dip  lead  can,  of  course,  be  made  detach- 
able, as  in  the  case  of  the  revolving  boom,  with  a 
strop,  or  safety  hook,  or  Allcock's  patent  sectional 
lead  can  be  used. 

The  Sprool  E.ig  consists  of  a  dip-lead  of  from  21b- 
to  51b.  weight,  of  the  shape  of  a  ship's  hand-lead, 
having  a  hole  an  inch  or  so  below  the  hole  in  the 
top.  Through  the  lower  hole  a  bow  of  three-eighths 
galvanised  iron  is  thrust,  which  measures  from  20in. 
to  2ft.  across  ;  and  loops  being  lashed  on  to  the 
ends,  the  snood  and  hooks  are  fastened  thereto. 
The  bow  of  iron  is  considerably  arched — almost,  in 
fact,  half  a  circle — and  as  it  is  not  a  fixture  the 
ends  turn  upwards  as  the  gear  descends,  and  drop 
downwards  when  the  lead  reaches  the  bottom, 
maintaining  the  same  position  in  ascending.  The 
lead  is  prevented  sliding  beyond  the  centre  of  the 
bow  by  two  leather  washers  of  the  size  of  a  sixpence, 
which  are  themselves  kept  in  their  places  on  either 
side  of  the  lead  by  collars  of  sail-twine,  lashed  tightly 
round  the  bow  outside  the  lead  sufficiently  to  allow 
room  for  it  to  work.  It  is  much  used  in  cod,  had- 
dock, and  whiting-fishing  in  the  North  Sea.  A 
snood  of  from  4ft.  to  Oft.  is  attached  to  either  end 
of  the  bow,  and  the  manner  of  using  is  to  sound 
and  then  haul  up  just  clear  of  the  bottom.  It 
should  be  fitted  with  swivels  of  brass.  The  cod 
smacks  are  hove  to,  and,  as  they  slowly  drift  along, 
six  or  eight  lines  are  worked  from  the  weather  side. 
For  light  fishing  1  lb.  and  21b.  sinkers  are  sufficiently 
heavy,  and  the  bow  may  be  used  1ft.  across. 
Although  this  sprool  or  sprawl  wire  rig  is  so  much 
used  in  the  North  Sea,  I  cannot  recommend  it 


for  it  has  the  same  objection  as  the  Brighton  or 
Southampton  Rig,  being  just  as  awkward  to  stow 
away,  the  wire  passing  through  the  lead  at  a  right- 
angle.  The  only  good  point  in  the  sprool  rig  is  that 
the  bow  points  its  horns  upward  or  downward  in 
descending  or  ascending,  and  consequently  can  be 
hauled  up  rather  more  easily  than  tlie  straight  rigid 
wire.  Another  great  objection  to  the  cross  form 
of  gear  is  the  great  resistance  to  the  upward  pro- 
gress through  the  -i^ater,  which  especially  tells  in 
a  depth  beyond  tliree  or  four  fathoms.  This 
resistance  is  clearly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
arrangement  of  the  cross  spreaders  involves  pas- 
sago  of  the  gear  upwards  at  a  right  angle,  or 
nearly  so,  to  its  lino  of  motion,  which  is  clearly 
to  bo  avoided. 

The  Kentish  Rig  is  a  dip-lead  slung  with 
a  piece  of  double  upper-leather,  over  which  a  widely- 
forked  brass  wire  is  passed,  the  middle  of  which 
has  been  twice  turned  round  a  half-inch  bar  of  iron, 
to  receive  the  leather.  The  arms  are  from  6in.  to 
lOin.  long,  and  have  eyes  at  their  ends  for  the 
snood  and  hooks,  with  the  swivels.  The  angular 
bending  of  the  wire  makes  it  hang  true  with  the 
tide,  and  sometimes  the  wire  is  cast  into  the  lead  and 
bent  to  the  required  angle  afterwards.  Fishing  for 
whiting  or  for  pout  with  this  gear,  raise  the  lead 
1ft.  to  2ft.  from  the  bottom  after  sounding  ;  but 
for  dabs,  plaice,  or  flounders  it  should  be  just  off 
the  groimd.  The  length  of  the  snoods  may  be 
2ft.  or  2Jft.,  and  the  most  useful  weights  for  leads 
1  lb.  and  21b.  For  offing  fishing  quite  double  are 
requisite,  and  frequently  heavier.  I  consider  this 
to  bo  the  best  of  all  the  chopstick  methods,  and 
prefer  the  wire  to  work  on  the  leather  to  being 
cast  into  the  lead.  For  beginners  I  recommend 
the  snoods  to  be  only  a  trifle  longer  than  one  arm 
of  the  wire,  but  after  a  little  use  they  may  be 
lengthened  to  2ft.  or  2Jft.  In  France  three  of  these 
two-armed  wires  are  used  on  lines  at  once  at  intervals 
over  eacli  other,  a  needless  complication. 

The  Dartmouth  Rig  consists  of  a  conical 
dip-lead  of  from  1  lb.  to  51b.  weight,  slung  by  a 
piece  of  cod -line  having  an  eye  spliced  at  either 
end,  to  which  is  lashed  a  spreader  of  either  whale- 
bone, brass,  or  galvanised  iron  wire,  the  two  latter 
to  be  preferred.  For  the  heavier  weight  three- 
eighths  wire  18in.  long,  for  the  smaller  quarter-inch 
1ft.  in  length.  The  dip-lead  can  be  attached  by 
a  safety  hook  for  convenience  of  changing,  or  the 
sectional  conical  lead,  Allcock's  patent.  The  use 
of  the  spreader  or  chopstick  keeps  the  snood  and 
hooks  apart  from  the  line.  When  the  bottom  is 
sounded  the  lead  is  raised  sufficiently  to  keep  the 
hooks  just  off  the  ground,  the  requisite  height 
depending  on  the  strength  of  the  tide,  which  accord- 
ingly streams  out  the  snood  and  hooks  more  or  less 
as  the  case  may  be.  If  a  good  stream  of  tide  is 
running,  the  lead  should  be  lifted  just  off  the  bottom ; 
if  moderate,  a  little  higher  ;  if  slack,  the  height  of 
the  whole  length  of  the  trace.  Formerly  all 
Plymouth  and  Cornish  fishermen  used  no  other 
form  but  the  boat-shaped  sinker,  and  most  of  the 
Devon  fishermen  had  leads  of  nearly  the  same 
shape,  many  even  followed  the  form  of  a  yacht 
with  a  counter  stem,  but  all  agreed  in  using  a 
stiffener  at  each  end  of  the  lead,  made  of  four  parts 
of  rather  stout  fishing  line,  by  passing  a  double 
piece  of  line  through  holes  in  each  end  of  the  leads, 
and  serving  them  over  with  tarred  twine.  This 
method  of  fitting  is  termed  a  "  ganging  "  in  Devon, 
and  a  "  stock  "  in  Cornwall,  and  I  recollect  an  old 
fisherman  in  my  employment  used  to  bend  the 
gangings,  or  stocks,  to  the  left  on  the  lefthand  side 
of  the  boat,  and  to  the  right  on  the  right  side. 
The  curvature  thus  made  had  the  effect  of  steering 
the  leads  away  from  the  boat,  giving  additional 
impetus  to  that  imparted  to  the  lead  by  casting  it 
sidewise  into  the  water.  A  Plymouth  fisherman 
named  Easton  still  further  developed  the  sheering 
property  of  the  sinkers  by  giving  them  the  form  of 
a  boat  split  in  half  from  bow  to  stern,  thus  it  has 
the  appearance  of  a  half  model  of  a  boat  or  yacht 
constantly  seen  in  the  office  of  a  yacht  or  boat 
builder.  Fig.  1,  the  longitudinal  section  of  the 
mould,  shows  the  half  breadth  form  of  the  lead, 
but  they  have  for  some  time  been  cast  half  deeper 
in  proportion  to  what  would  be  the  deck  of  the 
boat.  When  attached  to  the  line  by  the  fishermen, 
it  is  so  done  that  the  curved  side  of  the  sinker  is 
always  presented  to  the  side  of  the  boat,  as  the 
action  of  the  water  against  the  curved  side  of  the 
lead  gives  the  great  sheering  power  this  form  of 
lead  possesses,  and  from  which  it  has  received  the 


name  of  the  "  Sheer  "  lead.  For  whiting  and  other 
offing  fishing  at  bottom,  the  Plymouth  men  have 
given  up  the  whole-breadth  boat  load  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  half -breadth  form. 

For  whiting  or  haddock  fishing  in  the  offing, 
9ft.  will  be  found  a  very  useful  length  for  the  trace  ; 
but  near  the  shore  5ft.  is  sufficient  from  the  lead 
to  the  lowest  hook.  Place  a  brass  swivel  in  the 
trace  and  loop  on  the  snood  and  hooks 
over  the  knot.    The  sid-strap  or  upper  portion 


Flo.  1. — Longitudinal  Section  with  Beass  Wike. 


of  the  trace  may  be  of  thirty-six  hairs  for  fishing 
alongshore,  but  for  the  offing  forty-eight.  Many 
Devon  and  Cornish  fishermen  use  a  plaited 
sid-strap  of  twine,  .which  is  less  liable  to  kink  than 
three-stranded  fishing  line.  I  have  myself  been 
trying  some  two-stranded  sid-straps  of  double 
snooding,  and  find  them  answer  well,  although 
nothing  is  superior  to  white  horsehair,  often  very 
difficult  to  obtain.  This  arrangement  of  snoods  and 
sid-straps  is  alike  common  to  the  Dartmouth  dip 
as  well  as  the  creeper  or  grapnel  sinker,  the  New- 
foundland or  Bankers,  and  boat  -  shaped  leads. 
Three  hooks  will  generally  be  foimd  sufficient 
for  any  kind  of  rod  or  hand-line  groxmd  fishing, 
and  if  two  pairs  of  lines  be  diligently  worked, 
the  result  will  generally  be  fully  equal  and  often 
greater  than  if  more  hooks  were  used,  which  are 
often  a  positive  hindrance,  from  the  increased 
liability  to  entanglement,  and  loss  of  time  incurred 
in  clearing  away  before  the  gear  is  again  in  working 
order.  If  from  the  strength  of  the  tide  you  are 
compelled  to  use  two  lines  only  with  the  "  grapnel 
or  creeper  sinker,"  the  number  of  hooks  may  ba 
doubled,  but  six  on  each  I  consider  quite  sufficient, 
even  under  these  circumstances.  At  Plymouth 
three  form  the  complement  of  hooks  on  one  line  ;  at 
Salterton,  Sidmouth,  and  Beer,  two  only  ;  yet  these 
fishermen  will  take  as  many  fish  on  the  average  as 
those  at  Dartmouth,  and  have  often  made  catches 
of  from  thirty  to  seventy  dozen  whiting  in  a  day's 
fishing,  facts  the  reader  will  coincide,  I  think,  with 
myself  in  esteeming  pretty  conclusive. 

The  Grapnel  or  Creeper  Sinker  is  much  used 
off  Dartmouth  and  Start  Bay,  on  account  of  the 
strength  of  the  tidal  currents  in  the  offing,  at  and 
about  spring  tides.  These  creepers  have  five  claws, 
are  about  18iti.  long,  and  are  provided  with  a  conical 
piece  of  lead  of  21b.  or  3lb.  weight,  cast  on  to  the 
shank  as  close  to  the  eye  as  possible,  in  order  that 
the  ring  end  may  not  rise  from  the  bottom,  and  the 
claws  thereby  break  out  of  the  ground.  A  thimble 
of  the  kind  used  by  sailmakers  to  insert  in  the 
bolt-rope  of  sails  is  closed  on  the  eye  of  the  grapnel, 
and  a  piece  of  three-eighths  galvanised  wire  is  slung 
to  the  thimble  by  passing  a  piece  of  cod  line  through 
the  ring  and  round  the  circumference  of  the  thimble, 
when  both  ends  of  the  piece  of  cod  line,  on  each  of 
which  an  eye  has  been  spliced,  are  lashed  close  to 
the  ends  of  the  wire.  The  snood  and  hooks,  some- 
times amounting  to  more  than  a  dozen,  and  the  line 
are  bent  on  as  in  the  ordinary  Dartmouth  Rig.  The 
weight  of  the  creepers  complete  is  about  81b.  each, 
and  by  their  aid  bottom  can  be  kept  in  a  considerable 
tide  when  at  anchor.  They  are,  of  course,  only 
used  on  ground  known  to  be  free  of  rocks.  I  have 
only  met  with  them  at  Dartmouth,  but  they  would 
answer  anywhere  under  similar  circumstances.  The 
whole  affair  should  be  galvanised. 

The  Newfoundland  or  Banker's  Lead  is  a 

favourite  sinker  in  the  cod  fishery,  of  a  sugar-loaf 
form,  with  the  base  cut  off  at  an  angle.  It  works 
with  a  long  snood  like  the  Dartmouth  dip,  and  in 
cod  fishing  with  two  hooks  only.  At  each  end 
holes  are  made  to  receive  a  ganging  or  stiffening  of 
served  yarn,  and  the  line  being  bent  on  to  the 
ganging  of  the  sharp  end,  the  snood  is  attached  to 
the  other.  It  is  the  favourite  rig  with  the  Teign- 
mouth  men  for  whiting  and  general  ground  fishing. 
By  thrusting  a  sugar-loaf  shaped  piece  of  wood  on 
a  slant  into  moulders'  sand  the  angular  base  is 
readily  formed. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beportg  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. —  Gexebal  Remabks. — The  river  has 
been  rising  during  the  week,  and  everything  points 
to  a  heavy  flood.  Instead  of  the  water  clearing  in 
time  for  the  last  week-end,  the  rain  coloured  it  still 
more,  eo  that  few  anglers  ventured  out,  and  those 
that  did  do  so  had  very  poor  sport.  The  rain  of 
Thursday  has  made  it  practically  impossible  for  sport 
on  the  ITiames  for  another  week.  Some  of  the  en- 
thusiasts may  try  the  eddies  and  slacks,  but  in 
places  the  river  is  level  with  the  banks,  and  as  the 
rain  has  been  heavier  higher  up  stream,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  by  this  week-end  many  portions  of  the 
banks  wiU  be  flooded  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  catch  fish,  and  the  best 
advice  to  be  given  is  to  forego  the  fishing  until  the 
heavy  water  subsides.  It  is  quite  certain  that  the 
tideway  and  the  sections  below  Weybridge  are  so 
much  coloured  that  the  water  looks  like  a  stream 
of  liquid  clay. — F.  H.  Amphxett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  been  running 
laank  high  durmg  the  past  week,  with  a  lot  of  colour 
in  it.  All  the  weirs  are  stiU  drawn,  and  there  is  a 
very  strong  stream.  Three  days  of  fine  weather, 
from  to-day  (Wednesday),  would  put  the  water 
into  condition  for  reaching  by  the  week-end. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge. — Glorious  days  have  been  succeeded  by 
heavj-  night  rains,  half  an  inch  being  registered  on 
the  night  of  Jan.  12  alone.  Consequently  the  river 
has  again  been  in  flood,  but  if  the  rain  holds  off  for  a 
few  days  we  may  expect  to  make  up  for  recent  dis- 
appointment.— A.  STB.4CEY. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  here  is  high 
and  thick,  and  but  little  different  from  last  week. 
I  saw  some  good  roach  caught  on  Wednesday 
morning  by  a  resident,  which  shows  they  are  feed- 
ing, but  have  not  tried  them  myself.  I  Hope  the 
weather  will  keep  fine,  and  give  anglers  a  chance 
for  a  few  weeks  before  the  season  closes. — P. 
Bkowx  (Fisherman). 

Bottisham  lK>oka  (Waterbeaoh). — Fishing  news 
has  been  at  a  discount  this  week.  Owing  to  the 
excitement  of  the  Cambridge  election,  and  a  series 
of  gales,  anglers  have  given  the  pike  a  rest.  Since 
Friday,  with  a  return  of  milder  weather,  and  the 
river  in  better  condition,  several  anglers  by  the 
locks  have  had  fair  bags  of  fish — five  and  six  to 
a  rod  midday  up  to  51b.  each  ;  the  fish  are  coming 
upstream  fast,  as  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Live-baits  for  anglers  fishing  on  the  spot  at  a 
reasonable  price. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Electioneering  has 
quite  settled  all  other  ordinary  routines  of  our  lives 
in  the  west,  and  anglers  are  idle,  but  had  this  not 
been  going  on  the  heavy  winds  and  rain  would  not 
have  given  fishermen  much  scope,  only  a  few 
&sh  in  the  backwaters  having  been  caught.  The 
Navigation  Committee's  report  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Councillor  Ross  was  moved  by  that  gentleman, 
the  report  stating  that  the  dredger  had  been  at 
work  at  Topsham  since  Dec.  23  and  had  removed 
1612  tons  of  mud.  Sea-fishing  at  Exmouth  and 
neighbourhood  has  been  at  a  standstill  owing  to 
boisterous  gales,  the  only  exception  being  a  few 
pollack  and  smelt  in  the  Exmouth  Dock,  one  lady 
last  Saturday  afternoon  securing  a  couple  of  dozen 
nice-sized  fish. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  Beane,  and 
Stort  continue  (Jan.  18)  high  and  thick,  and  the  few 
anglers  who  have  been  out  have  encountered  sport  of 
the  poorest  description.  Rain  has  fallen  every  day 
this  week,  and  the  Lea  is  full  of  land  water.  Of 
course,  it  is  undergoing  a  good  flushing,  and  sport 
should  benefit  in  the  long  run. — Izaak  Walton. 

Idttle  Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  has  been  in 
flood,  so  that  there  has  been  very  few  fishermen 
about;  one  angler  caught  thirty-five  good  perch. 
The  floods  have  gone  down  con-siiderably,  the  water 
is  again  within  the  banks,  although  still  very  high  ; 
there  fxight  to  bo  somo  good  pike  fishing  now  in 
some  of  the  qniot  corners. — A.  Rolph. 

iMlLgfg  and  Arrow  (Jcoomuiviiwri. — These  streams 
are  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  stormy, 
and  rain  and  some  snow  have  been  had,  and  the 
rivers  are  higher  now  than  they  have  been  for 
months.  No  anglers  have  been  out,  and  nothing 
will  be  done  until  the  weather  takes  up  and  the 
water  clears  again.    The  Pinsley  is  high  and  muddy. 

 frWyNNK. 

Onse  (Hnntin^fdon). —  Continuous  rains  have 
kept  the  river  in  such  a  flooded  state  that  angling 
has  been  quite  out  of  the  question.  It  is  difficult 
with  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  to 
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hazard  an  opinion  as  to  when  it  will  be  in  fishing 
order  again,  but  should  the  rain  hold  off  I  am  of 
opinion  that  good  sport  taay  be  had  with  pike  by 
Saturday  next. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  stormy  and  tempestuous  weather  has 
been  the  rule  all  through  the  past  week  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  to  all  appearances  seems  likely  to 
continue  for  the  present.  The  prevailing  wind  "has 
been  from  the  south-west,  and  accompanied  as  it  is 
with  frequent  and  very  heavy  storms  of.rainand  sleet, 
has  had  its  usual  effect  when  the  wind  is  in  that 
quarter  of  bringing  down  the  surplus  water  in  these 
rivers  with  great  rapidity  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
streams,  so  that  there  is  now  a  succession  of  floods, 
not  very  large,  but  quite  sufficient  to  put  a  stop  to 
all  kinds  of  angling  excepting  pike  fishing,  and 
those  anglers  who  take  advantage  of  the  intervals 
between  the  storms  meet  with  but  scant  success. — 
Vyknwy. 

Snssez  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — A  poli- 
tical as  well  as  a  pluvial  Liberal  deluge  has  swept 
over  the  country,  and  anglers,  like  Unionists,  are 
flooded  out.  In  somo  parts  of  the  county  river 
banks  are  visible,  but  sloughs  of  despond,  and  fish 
may  be  seen  revelling  in  the  meadows.  In  the 
upper  district  of  the  Ouse  thousands  of  small  eels 
might  be  seen  crossing  the  turnpike  road,  affording 
sport  to  the  small  boys,  who,  with  caps  and  hand- 
kerchiefs, were  making  a  good  haul.  A  man  on 
horseback  drove  his  cows  out  of  the  meadow, 
necessitating  a  swim  over  the  hedge  top  to  gain  the 
roadway.  The  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  colour. 
Some  visitors  were  piking  in  the  basin  on  Wednes- 
day in  bright  weather,  but  up  to  time  of  posting  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  takes  during  the  week. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — This  district  has  been  visited 
with  very  rough  weather  this  week,  and  the  river  is 
now  running  high  and  muddy,  and  in  flood,  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  No  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  there  will 
be  any  .  prospect  of  sport.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  muddy  and  out  of  order. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neii^l^honring 
Rivers. — The  past  week  has  not  been  at  all  favour- 
able for  anglers,  and  few  rods  have  been  out.  I 
have  heard  from  two  anglers  fishing  the  Till — water 
in  bad  condition,  and  grayling  not  taking  well.  A 
few  nights'  frost  would  come  like  a  blessing  to  our 
north  country  anglers. — Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  weather  has  been  against  angling 
for  many  days  now — in  fact,  very  little  angling  has 
taken  place  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
between  Hawes  and  Middleham.  The  Wharfe  has 
been  out  of  order  on  several  days.  Some  ardent 
anglers  were  out,  but  met  with  very  little  sport. 
On  the  Burnsall  length  sport  has  been  fair. 
Mr.  F.  Slater  got  about  ten  nice  fish  with  the  worm  ; 
Mr.  C.  Leach  liad  about  half  a  dozen  nice  grayling ; 
and  Mr.  E.  H.  Totley  secured  about  the  same  number. 
In  the  lower  roaches  no  angling  was  done.  By 
Tan.  15,  the  river  had  run  down,  which  tempted  a 
few  anglers  out  in  the  districts  of  Boston  Spa  and 
Tadcaster.  Mr.  S.  Byrom  had  very  nice  sport  on 
Jan.  15,  his  basket  of  mixed  fish  weighing  nearly 
101b.  On  Jan,  13,  an  angler  from  Bradford,  who 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Ribble  at  Hellifield,  had  six 
grayling,  all  weighing  over  1  lb.  apiece.  The 
Rivers  Rye  and  Derwent  have  been  running  in 


flood  all  the  week,  but  have  now  run  down. 
The  Nidd  has  been  fairly  high  and  coloured, 
but  sport  has  been  quiet.  A  few  chub  have  been 
caught  with  paste.  Mr.  Sellars,  the  other  day, 
whilst  fishing  paste  for  chub,  caught  a  nico  jack 
weighing  61b.  2oz. — Jofin  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Bridge  of  Lochay  Hotel  Water. — On  Jan.  15, 

fishing  from  Bridge  of  Loohay  Hotel,  Mr.  Wm. 
Bennett  landed  a  fine  new  run  salmon  of  21  lb. 
On  Jan.  17,  Mr.  Wm.  Bennett  landed  two,  21  lb.  and 
191b.  Loch  rather  high,  but  fish  appear  to  be 
plentiful,  and  a  good  class.  Only  boat  out. — W. 
Bennett. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — On  Jan.  15,  fishing 
from  the  Killin  Hotel,  Mr.  Jas.  Mc William  landed 
two  fresh  run  salmon,  lOlb.  and  181b. ;  Mr.  Millar, 
one,  151b.  On  Jan.  10,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway  (Ayr), 
two,  231b.  and  211b.;  Mr.  Millar  (Glasgow),  two, 
241b.  and  1.51b.  ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright  (Glasgow),  two, 
181b.  and  151b. ;  Mr.  Geo.  P.  Ure  (Bonnybridge), 
one.  On  Jan.  17,  Mr .  Geo.  P.  Ure,  one,  171b.  ; 
three  salmon,  151b.,  151b.,  121b.;  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright, 
one,  171b.    Loch  in  excellent  ply. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — Owing  to  very  heavy 
flood  the  river  was  quite  unfishablo  on  the  opening 
day,  but  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  16,  Colonel  Bulpett, 
Derby,  had  a  salmon  of  171b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Rigby, 
Leicester,  had  three  salmon  weighing  23Jlb.,  17lb., 
and  14^1b.  respectively.  The  river  is  now  in  excel- 
lent ply  owing  to  the  fresh  weather,  and  a  number 
of  clean  run  salmon  are  seen  in  all  the  pools.  On 
Wednesday,  Jan.  17,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  had  two 
salmon,  201b.  and  16Jlb.  ;  Captain  Hargreaves  two, 
201b.  and  IQ^lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Rigby  two,  201b.  and 
15lb. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Dee.  —  Although  the 
season  does  not  open  till  Feb.  11 — a  fortnight  or 
so  hence — yet  a  keen  interest  is  being  exhibited 
in  angling  matters  on  every  hand,  and  not  a  few 
are  already  in  the  north,  while  others  are 
due  soon.  The  Dee  was  in  flood  on  Jan.  14, 
when  a  gale  from  the  south-west  raged  with  fury, 
bringing  the  waters  down  from  the  lochs.  There 
has  been  sharp  touches  of  frost,  but  nothing  to 
interfere  with  the  run  of  the  fresh  fish  and  all  as 
yet  in  favour  of  the  early  spring  angler.  The 
funeral  of  Lady  Bridge — the  first  lady  angler  for 
years  past  on  the  Deveron — was  brought  North 
on  Monday  and  buried  on  Tuesday  in  the  old  kirk- 
yard  of  Walla  Kirk,  beautifully  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Deveron.  and  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Castle.  Last  year  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  renewed  his 
lease  of  Cairnborrow  Lodge,  commanding  a  peerless 
view  of  hill  and  dale,  and  here  her  ladyship  desired 
to  be  laid  at  rest.  Most  of  the  old  rods  are  return- 
ing to  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  Ythan,  and  the 
opening  days  are  being  eagerly  anticipated  in  view 
of  the  fine  prospects. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — Heavy  rains  have  fallen 
this  week  over  the  South  of  Scotland,  and  the  rivers 
have  been  running  in  high  floods.  Spawning  is 
going  on  satisfactorily  in  all  the  rivers.  A  number 
of  salmon  have  completed  spawning,  and  are  begin- 
ning to  drop  back  seawards.  A  goodly  number  are, 
however,  on  the  redds,  and  probably  will  remain 
there  for  another  fortnight  or  so.  Angling  does 
not  open  in  the  Sol  way  rivers  for  another  five 
weeks. — Heatherbell. 

Tay  and  Lyon. — The  salmon  angling  season 
opened  on  the  river  Tay  and  its  tributaries  (except- 
ing the  Earn,  which  is  a  fortnight  later,  namely, 
Feb.  1)  on  Jan  15  under  very  unfavourable  weather 
conditions,  the  river  being  in  heavy  spate.  Owing 
to  the  open  winter  fish  have  got  well  forward,  and 
the  prospects  for  this  season  are  exceptionally  good. 
For  several  days  previous  to  the  opening  the 
weather  was  very  stormy,  accompanied  by  a  heavy 
rainfall,  and  on  Monday  the  river  came  out  about 
16ft.,  making  fishing  quite  impossible.  It  is  still 
running  2ft.  too  high,  with  the  consequence  that  there 
is  very  little  sport  to  report.  In  the  head  waters, 
however,  there  are  a  large  number  of  fish,  and 
should  the  weather  settle,  exceUent  sport  ought 
to  be  got  both  in  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  of 
the  river  during  the  next  few  days.  On  Upper 
StanleyMr.  Alex.  Heyder  killed  onesalmonof  171b.  on 
Jan.  16.  Mr.  J.  Rigby,  of  Leicester,  fishing  the  River 
Lyon,  from  Fortingall  Hotel,  killed  three  fish  of 
2Z\\h.,  \l\\h.,  and  14^lb.  ;  Colonel  Bulpett,  Derby, 
one  fish  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  two,  261b.  and 
lO^lb. ;  Captain  Hargreaves,  two,  201b.  and  19ilb. ; 
while  on  Loch  Tay,  notwithstanding  the  boisterous 
weather,  Mr.  James  Mc  William  landed  two  fish  of 
18lb.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  Miller,  one  of  151b.  ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Horwood,  one  of  17lb.,  on  the  opening  daj' ; 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  two  fish  of  231b.  and  21  lb. ; 
Mr.  Miller,  two  fish  of  24lb.  and  151b. ;  Mr.  Wright, 
two  fish  of  181b.  and  15lb. ;  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Ure,  one 
of  171b.,  on  the  16th,— A-  A- 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Killarney. — The  prospects  for  the  opening  day 
are  pretty  good.  All  waters  here  are  in  heavy 
flood.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — All  waters  here  are  in 
a  very  high  state  of  flood.  Lovigh  Currane  is  much 
higher  than  its  ordinary  level,  and  unless  it  falls 
before  Feb.  1,  prospects  will  not  be  of  the  best. 
The  weather  is  going  from  bad  to  worse.  Salmon 
are  arriving  in  better  numbers,  as  is  evidenced  by 
tlie  takes  at  the  weir  on  the  river,  and  on  the  whole 
matters  appear  to  be  improving  according  as  the 
opening  day  approaches. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Despite  the  recent  stormy 
weather  which  has  prevented  any  boat  fishing  from 
being  indulged  in,  pier  anglers  have  had  little  caiise 
of  complaint  on  the  score  of  lack  of  sport,  though  at 
times  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather  has 
been  severely  trying  to  them.  On  Jan.  12  Miss 
Elsie  Turner,  Captain  Dicks,  and  Messrs.  Stock, 
Band,  Turner,  G.  H.  Branscorabe  and  Brian  Brans- 
combe  secured  some  fine  whiting  and  codling  and  a 
few  dabs.  Miss  Turner  also  capturing  a  pollack,  while 
bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Waddell,  and 
several  others  took  some  very  large  pouting  and  a 
few  dogfish  on  Jan.  13;  and  on  the  following  day 
Mr.  Glen  realised  some  excellent  sport  among  dabs 
and  pouting,  his  day's  bag  including  thirty-one  of 
the  former  species,  the  greatest  number  which  has 
fallen  to  one  rod  this  season.  Mr.  Young,  who  fished 
late  into  the  night,  took  a  dozen  fish,  including  one 
codling  of  4Alb.  On  Jan.  15  pier  anglers  were  all 
fairly  succe.ssful,  Mr.  Adams  obtaining  fine  sport  with 
pouting  before  his  breakfast  hour;  Capt.  Dicks  .secur- 
ing eight  codling,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  41b. ; 
Mr.  P.  C  Edgar  and  Mr.  Waddell  also  getting  some 
nice  codling  ;  and  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Maull  and  son, 
Mr.  Young,  and  Mr.  B.  Branscombe  making  small 
mixed  bags,  the  last-named  having  one  codling  of 
S^lb.,  in  addition  to  other  varieties.  Mrs.  Hervey- 
Mackay,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucas,  and  the 
Brothers  Wilson  joined  the  pier  ranks  on  Jan.  16, 
the  weather  on  that  day  being  very  wet  and  stormy, 
and  general  results  did  not  panout  well,  though  one 
or  two  fair  individual  catches  were  made.  Mr.  Brans- 
combe took  a  small  rig  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon, 
rather  a  rare  fish  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Pouting 
took  the  baits  well  on  Wednesday  morning,  and 
large  numbers  of  them  were  caught,  but  other 
varieties  were  few  and  far  between.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clapp,  Mr.  J.  Philp,  and  a  half-dozen  youngsters 
patronised  the  pier  in  the  afternoon,  but  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  large  dab,  taken  by  Mrs.  Dodd, 
scarcely  a  fish  was  caught  imtil  after  sunset,  and 
later  hours  did  not  account  for  more  than  two 
score. — J  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — The  weather  during  the  week  has 
been  very  unfavourable  for  fishing  both  from  the 
rocks  and  piers,  and  also  for  all  kinds  of  boat  fishing. 
The  whiting  boats,  however,  have  been  obliged  to 
go  out,  and  they  have  had  small  catches,  as  they 
could  not  stay  out  for  any  length  of  time  owing  to 
the  heavy  seas  and  wind.  I  have  just  received  a 
letter  from  a  B.S.A.S,  man  who  is  doing  Cornwall 
for  fishing.  He  says :  "  The  poor  fellows  here  nearly 
lost  all  their  nets  last  night  owing  partly  to  the 
wind  and  dogs  ('  rock  salmon  ').  I  had  a  try  from 
Newlyn  Pier,  but  nearly  lost  my  balance  owing 
partly  to  the  wind  and  my  heavy  cast.  Mackerel 
had  been  caught  by  the  boats  in  the  morning. 
My  brother  has  been  catching  bass  in  Hayle  Harbour 
with  soleskin  fly,  but  they  are  small,  from  -|-lb.  to 
l^Ib.  each.  There  will  not  be  much  doing  until  the 
weather  changes." — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S). 

Walton-ou-Naze. — Those  who  have  not  been 
afraid  to  face  the  rain  and  heavy  winds  these  last 
few  days  have  done  very  well  with  the  codling  and 
flats.  Mr.  Houghton,  on  Jan.  14,  caught  codling 
(three)  weighing  121b.;  Mr.  Townes  had  four, 
weighing  81b. ;  Mr.  T.  PoUey  had  three  codling 
weighing  121b.  The  last  lot  is  about  the  best  lot 
caught  off  pier  for  years.  Mr.  C.  Wood  caught 
seven  codling,  the  largest  31b.  Codling  never 
known  to  be  so  plentiful  here  for  years. — J.  R. 
Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  efc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Jan.  10,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  in 
the  chair,  it  was  decided  that  a  club  match  should 
take  place  in  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's 
water  on  Feb.  10.  The  question  of  having  another 
"  sides "  match  was  discussed,  and  the  usual 
routine  matters  of  business  were  disposed  of. 
Several  members  journeyed  to  Harefield  on  Jan.  14, 
but  found  the  river  bank-high  and  very  thick,  and 
as  more  rain  is  falling  at  the  time  of  writing. 


prospects  are  far  from  favourable,  as  several  days 
must  elapse  before  the  water  will  be  in  order  for 
fi.shing ;  the  extra  push  of  water  will,  however, 
prove  beneficial,  as  it  is  clearing  away  a  lot  of 
rubbish.  Mr.  Rodbur  took  a  nice  little  pike  of 
4 Jib.  from  the  backwater  at  Harefield,  where  the 
water  was  not  quite  so  muddy  as  in  the  main 
stream,  but  beyond  this  I  cannot  hear  of  any 
captures. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  weather  on  Tuesday  evening  last  was  exceed- 
ingly wet  and  uncomfortable,  everything  apparently 
going  into  "liquidation."  The  society's  meeting 
held  at  Mason's  Hail  Tavern,  prssided  over  by  Mr. 
Ernest  Orpin,  was  notable  for  the  largest  number 
of  blank  results  yet  recorded,  member  after  member 
confessing  to  having  had  an  empty  basket.  However, 
there  was  a  capital  exception — Mr.  Canton  under 
very  adverse  circumstances  had  taken  a  fine  lot  of 
handsome  roach  from  a  suljurban  reservoir,  a  really 
beautiful  tray  of  fish  being  shown.  A  gentleman 
proposed  on  Jan.  2  was  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected.  Attention  was  called  to  the  pike  and  perch 
competition  on  Tuesday  next  (Jan.  23),  when  two 
competition  medals  are  offered  severally  for  the 
best  three  perch  and  the  best  single  pike,  usual 
C.L.P.S.  conditions  as  regards  water,  etc.  Mention 
was  also  made  of  Mr.  Hurren's  paper,  which  is 
sure  to  be  of  great  interest,  and  will  be  read  on 
Jan.  30.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  large  gathering 
will  be  present  to  hoar  it.  After  pleasant  discussion 
upon  various  topics  relative  to  future  arrangements, 
the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geeenwicii  Angling  Society. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  club 
was  held  on  Jan.  10  at  headquarters,  the  Mitre 
Hotel,  London-street,  Greenwich,  the  president, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  in  the  chair.  The  club  numbers 
between  sixty  and  seventy  members,  and  the 
balance-sheet  shows,  an  amount  of  nearly  £40  in 
the  bank. — H.  ScofT,  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  was  chairman  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Nominations  for  com- 
mittee were  received.  If  any  member  desires  to 
nominate  members  he  should  forward  the  name  to 
the  hon.  sec.  by  the  end  of  this  week.  Members 
are  reminded  that  the  whole  of  the  rules  are  open 
for  consideration  on  Tuesday  next.  The  meeting 
will  commence  at  eight  sharp.  Several  members 
have  been  out,  but  owing  to  the  floods,  which 
appear  to  be  pretty^  general,  very  few  good  reports 
were  given  in.  Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond,  however,  took 
over  101b.  of  capital  roach  from  Kelvedon.  From 
a  report  received  from  the  bailiff  at  this  place,  the 
river  has  had  a  'good  scouring,  and,  unless  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  rain  falls,  will  be,  in  all 
probability,  in  good  condition  this  week-end.  On 
Saturday  next  a  con.signment  of  good  trout  will  be 
placed  in  the  society's  waters  at  Chesham.  From 
3.0  to  4.0  p.m.  is  the  time  arranged.  Past  members 
holding  cups  or  other  trophies  for  the  year  should 
forward  them  to  the  Manchester  Hotel,  care  of  the 
Hon.  Sec,  in  order  that  they  may  be  engraved  with 
the  names  of  the  winners  for  1905. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

A  large  number  of  members  and  friends  attended 
the  meeting  on  Jan.  17  to  see  Mr.  Scholefield's 
exposition  of  taxidermy,  and  those  who  were 
present  enjoyed  an  intellectual  treat ;  the  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Scholefield  deals  with  this  subject  is 
masterly,  and  he  fully  convinced  many  that  with 
care  even  a  novice  may  set  up  his  own  fish.  Some 
nice  captures  have  been  recorded  this  week,  Mr. 
T.  A.  Shaw,  fourteen  roach  weighing  14Jlb.,  best 
fish,  1  lb.  10|oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes,  a  nice  even 
lot  of  roach  up  to  1  lb.  6oz.,  and  dace  up  to  9Joz.  ; 
Mr.  Rayner,  a  brace  of  decent  chub  and  one  roach, 
lib.  lOJoz.— G.  R. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Our  concert  on  Jan.  16,  Mr.  S.  Stone  in  the 
chair,  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  Crumley  opened 
the  evening  with  a  pianoforte  selection.  It  was  fol- 
lowed with  songs  by  Messrs.  Serjeant,  Turner, 
Burman,  B.  Johnson,  Temple,  and  Burton.  Mr. 
John's  recitations  were  well  appreciated,  and  Mr. 
O.  Gardner  gave  violin  selections.  Our  president, 
Mr.  S.  Stone,  and  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  F.  Berry 
and  T.  Stone,  also  rendered  some  excellent  songs. 
There  was  a  splendid  show  of  roach  on  view,  taken 
by  Mr.  A  Hill,  the  largest  weighing  lib.  13|oz. — 
O.  S.  G.  (Sec.  pro  tern). 

Piscatorial  Society. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Monday  last, 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  in  the  chair,  angling  reports  were 
few  and  far  between.  The  Colne  at  Uxbridge  was 
running  exceedingly  thick  and  bank  high,  and 
though  several  members  went  in  search  of  roach  in 


the  quiet  eddies  and  lay-byes  where  Rutilua  is  gene- 
rally to  be  found  in  heavy,  opaque  water,  result*  were 
poor.  Messrs.  Brown,  Poole,  and  Moseley  had  an 
indifferent  time  on  the  Itchen.  The  river  was  in  flood 
— in  many  places  running  oven  its  banks — and  the 
grayling  were  off  feed  ;  bags  were  consequently  light, 
only  one  fish  apiece  rewarding  the  enthusiasts  for  a 
hard  day's  work.  It  was  reported  that  Mr.  E.  J. 
Walker  fishing  at  Christchurch  had  taken  two  chub 
of  4lb.  each  and  one  of  5^lb.  The  grayling  fishing 
on  the  Lambourn,  which  closed  with  the  last  day 
of  1905,  has  been  a  failure  consequent  upon  the 
all-necessary  and  important  mudding  operations 
which  had,  of  necessity,  to  be  performed  in  the 
middle  of  the  grayling  season  in  advance  of  the 
spawning  time  for  trout.  The  annual  general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday,  Jan.  29,  at  8  p.m. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Sutton's  Angling  Association. 

On  Thursday,  Jan.  11,  the  members  of  Sutton's 
Angling  Association  met  in  the  Abbey  Hall  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  their  appreciation  to  the  late 
esteemed  honorary  secretary  (Mr.  R.  Bowsher), 
who  has  filled  the  position  for  seventeen  years. 
When  he  resigned  at  the  recent  annual  meeting  it 
was  thought  his  past  services  were  deserving  of 
recognition,  and  every  member  gladly  subscribed. 
Mr.  Arthur  W.  Sutton,  who  presided,  spoke  of  the 
pleasant  memories  he  had  when  remembering  the 
past  history  of  the  association,  records  of  which 
have  been  so  well  kept  by  Mr.  Bowsher.  Mr. 
Leonard  Sutton,  in  asking  Mr.  Bowsher's  accept- 
ance of  a  very  massive  marble  clock,  also  spoke  in 
eulogistic  terms  of  his  abilities.  Mr.  Livings,  Mr. 
Kinchin,  and  Mr.  Grant  each  added  their  testimony 
and  congratulations.  Mr.  Bowsher,  who  had  a 
hearty  reception,  thanked  the  members  very  much 
for  tiieir  present,  which  he  said  he  should  value 
highly,  but  he  was  afraid  his  words  would  not 
convey  to  them  his  real  feelings.  On  the  clock, 
which  was  supplied  by  Messrs.  Botly  and  Lewis, 
was  the  following  inscription : — "  Presented  by 
the  members  of  Sutton's  Angling  Association  to 
Mr.  R.  Bow.sher,  in  appreciation  of  his  valuable 
services  as  honorary  secretary  and  treasurer  for 
seventeen  years.    January,  1906." 


ppoyineial  fluglliig  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thwrsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Jan.  11,  a  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  chief 
business  being  the  election  of  the  working  com- 
mittee for  the  present  year.  The  delegates  turned 
up  in  full  force.  The  secretary  reported  that  the 
retiring  committee  had  attended  the  meetings  in  a 
praiseworthy  manner,  and  only  a  few  of  the  mem- 
bers had  been  absent  upon  special  occasions. 
The  result  of  the  election  was  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  committee  were  reappointed  again, 
and  Mr.  W.  Neale  was  re-elected  auditor.  Several 
new  clubs  are  applying  to  the  Association  for 
affiliation,  these  applications  will  be  placed 
before  the  committee  at  their  monthly  jneeting  in 
February.  The  Provincial  Association  are  in  a 
sound  financial  position.  According  to  their  last 
balance-sheet  they  have  6555  members  on  their 
books,  they  have  paid  £29  for  railway  travelling 
cards,  and  after  paying  all  the  past  year's  expenses 
they  have  in  hand  £229  9s.  5d.  They  have  a 
number  of  new  societies  qualifying  for  admission. 
The  White  Swan  Piscatorials  held  their  first 
meeting  of  the  year  on  Jan.  11.  The  hon.  sec. 
informed  the  meeting  that  twenty-nine  new  mem- 
bers had  been  enrolled  this  year,  making  a  total 
of  close  upon  three  hundred  members.  This 
number  will  be  exceeded  before  the  next  few 
weeks  are  out.  A  large  number  of  bream  from  1  lb. 
to  31b.  in  weight  have  been  placed  in  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal  waters  at  Tattenhall-road ;  this  is  the 
second  consignment  of  bream  placed  in  this  water 
recently.  They  were  transferred  from  the  Oxford 
Canal  in  December  last.  The  P.A.A.  rent  the  canal, 
and  the  members  look  like  having  a  good  time  in 
store  for  them.  What  with  the  bad  weather  and 
the  elections,  angling  is  at  a  standstill.  All  our 
rivers  are  out  over  the  banks ;  the  Severn  is 
unfishable  and  will  remain  so  for  some  time.  The 
Avon  in  the  Eckington  and  Bredon  districts  is 
out  over  the  meadows,  and  in  some  places  it  looks 
like  a  large  lake  ;  it  will  be  a  considerable  time 
before  the  river  can  be  got  into  anything  like  order. 
The  only  fishing  to  be  had  is  in  the  canals  and 
pools  ;  these  waters  are  discoloured,  but  a  day  or 
two's  fine  weather  will  put  them  right.  As  these 
notes  leave  me  (Wednesday)  it  is  suimy,  bright,  and 
clear,  and  I  hope  it  will  continue  so. 
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FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  have  to  some  extent  recovered 
from  the  floods  of  last  week,  and  anglers  have 
pretty  generally  resumed  operations.  The  rise  has 
had  the  effect  of  bringing  roach  on  the  feed,  and 
with  a  continuance  of  the  mild  weather  bottom 
anglers  have  been  able  to  pursue  their  sport  under 
favourable  conditions.  So  far  as  the  Witham  is 
concerned  the  best  fish  have  been  creeled  in  the 
Bardney  district.  Some  choice  lots  of  roach  have 
been  taken  at  the  various  drain  ends,  several  of 
which  have  weighed  from  1  lb.  to  l^lb.  apiece. 
Forty-foot  anglers  are  out  again  on  the  upper 
reaches,  where  they  are  taking  both  roach  and 
perch  with  the  worm.  Pike  fishing  has  been  at  a 
standstill,  but  now  that  the  waters  are  getting  back 
to  the  normal  condition  this  branch  of  sport  will 
also  be  resumed. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  waters  were  all  flushed  with  the  rains  of  the 
past  week,  therefore  sport  was  only  moderate  at 
times ;  however,  from  the  Wansford  and  Snake- 
holme  stretches  of  the  Driffield  Canal,  a  few  nice 
takes  of  roach  have  been  made,  and  below  Brigham 
odd  good-sized  fish  were  also  secured,  going  well  on 
to  1  lb.  each.  Some  nice  dace  have  been  taken  in 
the  Hempholme  and  Wilfholme  districts  of  the  River 
Hull,  and  from  some  of  the  tributaries  a  few  good 
roach  have  been  taken  with  swimming  the  worm. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  in  some  parts,  and 
the  top  ponds  of  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  would 
pay  for  a  visit  in  live-bait  fishing,  the  waters  being  in 
fair  order  at  present,  and  providing  we  have  no 
more  rain  during  the  week,  all  our  local  waters  should 
be  in  nice  trim  for  this  week-end.  The  River 
Ancholrae  is  reported  in  fair  order  in  the  Brigg 
district,  either  for  roach  or  pike  fishing,  and 
several  nice  perch  have  recently  been  taken  in 
worm  fishing.  Grimsby  anglers  report  a  little 
sport  on  the  River  Ludd  amongst  roach,  perch  and 
pike,  the  latter  with  live-bait  fishing ;  and  the 
stretch  between  Fulstow  Beck  and  Firebeacon 
should  pay  for  a  visit  with  spinning  bait.  The 
North  Eastern  Railway  Employees'  Club  will  hold 
their  annual  smoker  at  headquarters  on  Jan.  23. 

iFROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Jan.  17  the  Bollin  was  unfishable,  and  the 
weather  wretched.  Poor  old  Bollin,  it  deserves  a 
better  fate.  The  Lune  Fishery  Board  meeting  on 
Jan.  13  was  an  interesting  one.  Through  neglect 
to  nominate  representative  fishermen,  three  seats 
are  vacant  in  consequence,  and  a  little  unnecessary 
friction  caused.  The  proposed  alteration  in  the 
close  time  for  salmon  will  be  opposed  by  certain 
owners.  A  recent  prosecution  resulted  in  a  heavy 
^  fime  being  inflicted.  New  clubs  are  being  rapidly 
formed  in  Liverpool,  where  angling  is  getting 
boomed.  The  chief  item  from  Warrington  is  the 
return  to  Parliament  of  an  angler's  friend. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Thank  goodness  our  elections  are  over,  and  we 
can  meet  on  a  subject  dearer  to  us  than  politics 
Undoubtedly  the  best  catch  in  this  city,  and  our 
near  neighbour's  borough,  Salford,  was  a  "  Liberal ' 
one,  but  about  which  many  are  jubilant  and  others 
depressed.    Some  astonishing  stock  fish  have  lately 
been  transferred  to  local  waters,  one  lot  twenty 
five  tench  averaging  2^1b.,  none  under  IJlb. 
second  lot  of  chub  are  to  follow,  none  to  be  under 
21b.,  and  a  few  large  perch.     For  another  club 
water  a  magnificent  lot  of  coarse  fish  have  arrived 
of  various  kinds.  The  annual  social  of  the  Ardwick 
Socials  was  a  great  success. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  a  succession  of  most  tempestuous 
days,  and  only  enthusiasts  have  braved  the  fury  of 
the  elements.  The  Trent,  through  rain,  has  flue 
tuated  in  height  almost  daily,  and  at  the  period  of 
writing  a  strong  head  of  water  was  rising,  though 
the  colour  was  by  no  means  uninviting  to  the 
bottoming  contingent.  These  have  paid  special 
attention  to  the  lake  at  Wilford,  and  the  majority 
have  scored  freely  amongst  roach  and  small  bream 
The  lake  adjoiris  the  Trent,  and  every  big  water 
drives  a  fresh  supply  of  all  kinds  of  fish  into  it 
Occasionally  big  pike  are  got.  On  Tuesday,  Jan.  16, 
members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society  were  busy 
on  the  various  backwater?,  and  other  rests,  at 
Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow,  but  although 
they  obtained  a  fairly  largo  number  of  "runs,  " 
the  fish  resulting  from  them  ran  no  size,  and 
were,  for  the  most  part,  returned.  On  Jan.  1 1  and 
Jan.  13  bettor  specimens  were  secured  by  Mr.  A 
Johnson,  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  and  Mr.  H.  Atkinson 
There  has  been  little  or  nothing  doing  at  King' 
Mills  and  Weston  Cliff,  and  few  rods  have  been  at 
work  on  any  of  the  lower  subscription  reaches. 


ANGLING-  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  KIVERSIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K,  J,  Finlay. 


Fishing  'in  Sutherland. 
Have  an  eye  behind  you. 


Fishing  in  Sutherland. 
I  have  him !     I  have  him  !  ! 


Fishing  in  Sutheeland, 
Give  him  line  1 
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Post  Free  for  2s.  6d.  postal  order. 

OLEOGRAPH 


IN  FIFTEEN  COLOURS 


OF 


SALMON,  TROUT  &  PERCH 

With  Highland  Lake  Scene  from  the  Painting  by  the  well-known  Fish  Painter, 

H.  L.  ROLFE. 

A  SUBSCRIBER  AT  SOUTH  SHIELDS  says:— "I  have  received  the  Oleograph  after  painting  by 

Rolfe,  .and  am  very  pleased  with  same." 


ONLY  A  FEW  COPIES  LEFT,  when  the  work  will  be  quite  out  of  Print. 

If  not  approved  money  will  be  returned  if  the  picture  is  sent  back  at  once. 


Postal  Oeders  to  be  made  out  to  "  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited." 
"THE  FISHING  GAZETTE,"  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


INVALUABLE  TO  ALL  INTERESTED  IN  BOOKS. 

The  Poblishers'  Circular 
and  Booksellers'  Record. 


Annual  Subscription,  52  weelts,  post 
free,  8s.  6d. 


ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


LONDON& NORTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY 


QUICKEST  AND  MOST  COMFORTABLE  ROUTE 


BETWEEN 


(EUSTON) 


BIRMINGHAM,   LEAMINGTON,  SHREWSBURY, 
MANCHESTER,  LIVERPOOL,  IRELAND,  and  the  NORTH, 

Breakfast,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining:  Cars  are  run  on  the  principal  trains 
lietwt-en  I^ondon  and  Birniingliam,  Wolverhampton,  Holyhead,  Manchester,  Liverpool  and 
J<']eetwood. 

Passengers'  Lug-gage  collected,  forwarded  in  advance,  and  delivered  at  destination  at 
a  charyu  of  l.sv  ]iuv  packasic. 

Sleeping  Saloons,  fitted  with  every  modern  convenience,  are  provided  on  the  principal 
night  trai?is. 

Rugs  and  Pillows  for  Passengers.— Pillows  and  Rngs  may  be  obtained  at  the  principal 
Btalions  tty  iiasscMgeru  travdliiiK  by  the  ni«ht  trains.    Charge,  Sixjieni-e  for  each  Eng  or  Pillow. 

Onrtnibuses  iue  provided  for  ^'amily  Parties  at  London  (Euston),  Liverpool  (Lime  Street 
and  Ivl^'f-  IliU),  and  Manchester  (London  Road  and  Exchange). 

WEST  COAST  (ROYAL  MAIL)  ROUTE  between 

ENGLAND   andl  SCOTLAND. 

LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  in  8  hours  ;  GLASGOW  in  8  hours  ; 
ABERDEEN  in  11^  hours;   INVERNESS  in  13  hours. 

CORRIDOR    TRAIMQ  Kefreslnnent  and  Dining  Cars  attached, 

wwifti«iB.^v^ift     I  rkMII'V^   for  1st  and  .-ird  Class  Passengers,  run  between 
l.i)Mi(»N  (i;iist,„n>  aii.i  iOI>i  jN  HI ;  itti  li  (Princes  i^lvc.vt)  ij;)<l  GLASGOW  (Central). 
Buston  Htatiou,  f^onOo^i,  JV,VV.  FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

ii)O0.  (j'rjieral  Manager. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 

Specialists  In  FLIES  and  CUTm  SEA  TACKLE  of  every  description. 

ONE  OF  OUR  RECENT  TESTIMONIALS. 

"  After  brealfing  a  Stout  Gimp  Trace  while  fishing  on  Bells  Pier,  Lowestoft,  I  put  up  the  only 
Cast  I  had— one  of  your  Tapered  2-yard  Worming  Casts— and  with  a  single  Hoolc  killed  the  record 
fish  of  the  seison,  a  141b.  JSass.  (Signed)   W.  C.  WOLLASTON." 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

Pirsident—SXK  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BAitT, 
Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  JIEETIXGS  On  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Htadqiiarters,  i.  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon 
don,  at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Ortlces  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

P/rsiilent-LO'B.T)  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldeisgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  Si  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishin 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 

SECRBTART. 

Subscription  payable  from  Januarij  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

 f  

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.),  including 
the  Harefield  fishery.  Re-stocked  in  1904  witli 
;i,000  fish,  recently  with  2,800  more.  Country 
Head(iuarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield  (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).  JSIeetings  each  Wed- 
nesday, at  9  p.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Wcstbourne 

ark,  W. 


Lake  Windermere  Fishery. 

TO  ANGLING  ASSOCIATIONS  AND 
FISHING  CLUBS. 

LIVE  PERCH  FOR  SALk 

IN  LOTS  TO  SUIT  PURCHASERS. 
Prices  and  particulars  on  application  to— 
FRANK  THORNBORROW, 
DENE  VIEW,  (QUEEN'S   DRIVE,  WINDERMERE. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6d.  YEARLY. 


TERM5  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,    and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEWOXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 


Branch  Offices 


^241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 
(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS. 

The  old-established  Business  of 
MR.  R.  DILLON,  VICTORIA  RD.,  KENTISH  TOWN, 

FOR  DISPOSAL, 
including  2  Leasehold  Houses.     Particulars  of 
Tiio.s.   H,   Martin  &  Co.,  Auctioneers,  9, 
Bedford  Court  Mansions)  Bloomsbury. 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DIST£?ICT. 

Anglers  have  not  experienced  weather  conducive 
to  either  enjoyable  or  successful  sport,  eind  the  un- 
certain conditions  have  kept  many  at  home. 
Winter  fishing  has  its  attractions  as  well  as  summer 
angling.  WTiilst  roach  fishing  is  common  to  both 
seasons,  the  best  fish  are  usually  caught  in  winter. 
Some  local  rodmen,  well  acquainted  with  the  more 
desirable  resorts  for  casting,  recently  returned  with 
creels  of  nice  roach,  having  used  paste,  maggots  and 
worms  £k3  bait,  mostly  at  the  bottom.  The 
straggling  willows  which  skirt  the  banks  of  many 
streams,  assuming  fantastic  growths  and  dipping 
their  boughs  in  the  water,  may  shelter  little  chub 
colonies,  and  fishing  well  to  the  bottom,  a  surprise 
catch  should  result.  The  prizes  have  been  distri- 
buted to  the  specimen  fi«h  winners  in  connection 
with  the  Robin  Hood  A.C.,  Leeds— Messrs.  Harri- 
son, Skinner,  J.  Pickersgill,  Bazley,  Boden,  Oliver, 
Carr,  Singleton,  M.  Thomas,  Allen,  and  Gunnee 
were  successful.  There  was  keen  competition  for 
the  gudgeon  prize :  Messrs.  Mawson,  C.  Pickersgill, 
Collier,  and  Husband  weighed  in  2oz.  specimens 
each,  and  shared  the  prize.  The  prize  for  the  best 
specimen  of  specimens  wats  taken  by  Mr.  George 
Singleton  for  his  splendid  chub  weighing  olh.  7oz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  wild  and  wet,  and 
floods  £ire  in  evidence  everywhere.  Spawning  is  at 
an  end,  and  on  the  whole  the  spawning  season  has 
been  a  very  successful  one.  The  prospects  for  those 
waters  where  angling  opens  on  February  1  are 
rather  reassuring,  but  the  fishermen  are  afraid 
there  will  be  too  much  water.  Sea  angling  con- 
tinues at  a  standstill  everj'where.  A  meeting 
of  the  Lee  Fishery  Conservators  was  held  on 
Saturday  last.  The  secretary  in  his  report  stated 
that  a  large  number  of  salmon  passed  on  to 
the  upper  waters  during  the  recent  floods.  He  also 
stated  that  the  assistant  inspector  and  crew  seized 
a  drift  net  they  found  fishing  near  the  Cu?tom  House 
on  the  River  Lee,  on  the  night  of  Jan.  8. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Perch  fishing  at  Toome  has  been  pretty  good 
latterly — one  rod  taking  some  five  score  fiih  in  a 
couple  of  days.  The  canal  waters  are  well  stocked 
with  both  perch  and  pike.  In  the  Xisi  Prius  Court, 
Dublin,  Jan.  15,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  presiding, 
the  special  case  of  "King  (Andrew  King)  v. 
Frazer  and  Haughton,  Ltd.,"  was  heard.  In  the 
original  case  the  charge  against  Frazer  and  Haugh- 
ton for  the  alleged  pollution  of  the  Maine,  by  allow- 
ing deleterious  and  poisonous  liquids  from  their 
works  to  flow  into  it,  was  dismissed  by  the  magis- 
trates and  the  County  Court  Judge,  the  latter 
stating  a  case.  The  Court  was  divided  on  the 
judgment.  Mr.  Justice  Wright  believed  that 
no  offence  against  the  section  was  dis- 
closed ;  Mr.  Justice  Madden  concurred  in 
that  ;  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  dissented  from 
that,  and  held  that  the  low  or  high  state  of 
the  river  did  not  alter  the  intent  or  the  conse- 
quences of  the  act ;  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  agreed  with  Mr.  Justice  Gibson. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  the  time 
that  the  deleterious  or  poisonous  character  of  the 
discharge  was  to  be  ascertained  was  at  the  moment  at 
which  it  entered  the  river,  and  the  effect  of  its  sub- 
sequent effect  on  the  river  was  absolutely  immaterial. 
He  agreed  that  a  conviction  lay  under  the  statute 
against  a  limited  liability  company.  The  effect  of 
the  judgment  would  be  to  quash  the  original  finding 
of  the  magistrates  and  Chairman  of  County  Antrim, 
but  carrying  a  refusal  to  remit  the  action  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions. 

Eastern  and  Western  Ireland. 

The  flooded  state  of  the  rivers  all  over  the 
country  is  considered  a  good  omen  for  the  opening 
of  salmon  fishing  on  the  early  spring  rivers.  Already 
springers  are  up  the  Shannon  as  far  as  Killaloe,  and 
some  have  been  taken  in  the  weirs  at  Waterville, 
county  Kerry.  The  first  run  this  season  was 
earlier  than  usual  owing  to  the  heavy  spates.  A 
number  of  rivers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Irish  capital 
open  on  Feb.  1.  These  include  the  Liffey.  Bray, 
■y^rtry,  Broadmeadow,  Ward,  Tolka  (the  latter  is 
not  fiahed  till  March  1),  Rathmines  Reservoirs, 
Brittas  Ponds,  etc.  It  is  announced  that  the 
celebrated  Lax  Weir  at  Corbally  on  the  Shan- 
non has  been  sold  by  the  lessees  to  a  London 
syndicate  for  the  sum  of  £13,000,  with  about 
thirty  years  of  the  present  lease  to  run.  At  Cong 
Petty  Sessions  (co.  Galway),  on  Jan.  6,  Mr. 
W.  X.  Milne,  for  the  Galway  Board  of  Con- 
servators, prosecuted  T.  Lydon,  Cong,  for  using 
salmon  fry  as  bait  for  fishing.  Mr.  Milne  proved 
that  he  saw  Lydon  using  a  salmon  fry  (produced) 
as  bait  at  Cross  on  October  2.  Mr.  Milne,  for 
the  edification  of  aU  concerned,  gavo  an  interestin 


history  of  the  various  stages  in  salmon  life  under 
such  local  names  as  parr,  jenkins,  streamers,  pinks, 
fingerlings,  sprats,  samlets,  etc.  The  court  said 
that  it  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  streamor.s," 
"sprats,"  etc.,  were  salmon  fry,  but  as  the 
Conservators  only  wanted  to  let  the  people  know 
this,  the  defendant  would  be  fined  6d.  and  costs. 
It  was  hoped  that  this  publicity  would  prevent 
others  from  killing  fry. 


THE  EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  interesting  report  submitted  at  the  annual 
meeting  held  at  Carlisle  last  Saturday  shows  that 
the  board  intend  if  possible  to  keep  up  the  stock 
of  both  salmon  and  trout,  for  the  accounts  of  the 
hatchery  committee  state  that  over  £200  has  been 
spent  on  the  Eden  hatchery  during  the  past  year. 
There  were  very  few  trout  in  the  ponds,  which  are 
situated  near  Armathwaite,  but  already  more  than 
£50  worth  of  yearling  trout  had  been  booked  for 
delivery  early  in  1906.  There  was,  however,  a  large 
stock  of  yearling  salmon,  of  which  over  120,000 
were  turned  into  the  river,  and  4000  were  sold  to 
help  to  meet  expenses.  This  was  considerably  less, 
as  the  scarcity  of  .spawning  fish  last  year  made  it 
very  difficult  to  obtain  ova.  There  is  now  a  fair 
supply  of  salmon  and  trout  ova  on  the  grilles,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  purchase  20,000  trout  ova  in 
addition.  John  E.  Miller. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE  EELS. 


Fuller  says,  "  though  eels  be  found  in  all  shires  in 
England,  yet  are  most  properly  treated  of  here,  as 
most,  first,  and  best ;  the  courts  of  the  kings  of 
England  being  thence  therewith  anciently  supplyed. 

"  I  will  not  ingage  in  the  controversy  whether  they 
be  bred  by  generation  as  other  fish,  or  oequivocally, 
out  of  putrefaction ;  or  both  ways,  which  is  most 
probable,  seeing  some  have  adventured  to  know  the 
distinguishing  marks  betwixt  the  one  and  the  other. 

"  I  know  the  silver  eels  are  generally  preferred,  and 
I  could  wish  they  loved  men  but  as  well  as  men  love 
them,  that  I  my  selfe  might  be  comprised  within  the 
compass  of  that  desire. 

"  They  are  observed  to  be  never  out  of  season 
(whilst  other  fishes  have  their  set  times),  and  the 
biggest  eels  are  ever  esteemed  the  best. 

"  I  know  not  whether  the  Italian  proverb  be  hero 
worth  the  rembring ;  '  Give  eels  without  wine  to 
your  en«»ies.'  " 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  with  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  in  the 
chair,  business  was  soon  disposed  of.  It  was 
reported  from  Deal  that  morning  that  sprat  had 
arrived  in  immense  quantities.  "  Sprat  spells 
cod."    Visions  of  big  ones  were  indulged  in. 

A  fine  cast  of  the  head  of  the  large  male  angler 
fish  {Lophius  piscatorius)  sent  to  the  society  a  month 
or  two  ago  was  shown.  This  is  the  fourth  of  a  series 
prepared  by  and  presented  to  the  society  by  Mr. 
A.  J.  Gear,  of  Ascot.  They  are  valuable  additions 
to  the  fast-growing  museum,  being  necessarily  true 
to  the  form  of  the  fish,  and  by  very  skilful  colouring 
give  a  far  better  idea  of  what  the  fish  was  in  life 
than  any  preserved  specimen. 

Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  who  the  members  were 
gratified  to  hear  was  fast  recovering  from  his  recent 
illness,  sent  a  specimen,  somewhat  roughly  preserved, 
of  the  Centrina  Salviani,  one  of  the  Spinacidce,  a  fish 
extremely  rare  on  our  coast,  being  a  denizen  of  the 
deep  water  off  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  the  Portuguese 
coast.  It  is  indeed  a  vicious-looking  creature,  abun- 
dantly provided  for  offence  or  defence.  Its  rough, 
hard  skin  must  render  it  an  unwelcome  morsel  to 
the  hard  driven  fish  who  would  try  to  eat  it;  a 
mouthful  of  serrated  teeth  that  would  be  a  credit 
to  any  cat,  and  two  enormous  and  powerful  spines, 
one  on  the  front  dorsal  fin  raking  forward,  and  one 
on  the  back  fin  raking  aft,  irresistibly  reminded 
one  of  the  latest  ugly  grim  destroyer  added  to  our 
Navy.  Gratitude  was  not  forgotten,  both  donors 
being  heartily  thanked. 

The  results  of  Mr.  Gardiner's  exploration  of  the 
extreme  depths  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  in  H.M.S. 
Sealark,  aroused  much  interest,  and  will  be  much 
studied  by  members.  By  the  way,  it  is  marvollous 
that  Mr.  Frank  BuUen  should  have  anticipated 
some  years  ago  in  his  celebrated  book,  the  "  Cruise 
of  the  Cachalot,"  the  existence  of  the  huge  octopus 
at  enormous  depths  in  the  whale's  feeding  ground. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  assumed  the  social  chair,  and 
called  upon  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  to  read  his  paper  on 
"  Fishing  on  the  South  Coast  of  England,"  but 
before  doing  so  Mr.  Minchin  prefaced  a  few  remarks. 
His  paper  was  written  before  the  recent  reprint  in 


the  Fishing  Oazetle  in  serial  form  of  what  he  very 
justly  described  of  that  well-known  book  which 
has  an  honoured  place  in  tho  library,  "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  by  the  late  Mr.  Wilcocks,  one  of 
the  founders  of  this  society.  Mr.  Wilcocks' 
original  book,  now  many  years  old,  was  a 
quarry  in  which  all  sea  fishermen  dug  for  years 
in  pursuit  of  treasure,  either  for  fishing  purpo-ses 
or  to  work  up  into  m(jre  ornamental  form ; 
many  years  have  passed  since  that  monumental 
work  was  composed.  Methods  of  sea-fishing  have 
grown  more  scientific,  but  the  growing  scarcity  of 
sea  fish  round  our  coasts  deprives  most  of  us  of 
any  prospect,  even  with  vastly  improved  tacklo 
and  far  greater  skill,  of  rivalling  the  splendid  takes 
that  fell  to  Mr.  Wilcocks  and  his  friends  in  tho 
late  50's  and  GO's.  The  fishing  at  J  Ballycotton, 
the  Isle  of  Man,  or  such  distant  stations,  can 
alone  give  any  idea  in  these  degenerate  days. 
The  gasworks,  the  sewage  discharges,  and,  above 
all,  the  trawlers  have  by  this  time  practically 
destroyed  many  miles  of  the  best  coast  fishing  of 
the  world. 

The  recent  edition  of  the  "  Sea-Fishorman"  con- 
tains a  directory  of  much  of  the  coast  dealt  with 
to-night.  Hearers  were  cautioned  that  perhaps 
some  of  the  information  to  be  given  may  lalroadv 
be  in  print.  However,  Mr.  Wilcocks'  sources  of 
information  are  presumably  different  from  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  coast  by  Mr.  Minchin,  which 
is  certainly  not  less  than  that  of  any  known  and 
living  sea-fisherman. 

To  bring  the  subject  within  the  compass  of  an 
evening's  paper,  the  more  distant  stations  were 
dealt  with  as  being,  perhaps,  the  least  known. 
Mr.  Minchin's  acquaintance  with  the  science  of 
geology  hero  came  to  his  aid,  and  suggested 
that  the  line  might  be  drawn  where  the  more 
recent  chalk  formation  of  south-eastern  England 
finally  gives  place  to  the  red  sandstone,  and 
the  other  older  formations  of  the  west,  and 
there  was  reason  for  this  as  the  styles  of  fishing 
and  the  species  of  fish  to  be  caught  change  also  to 
a  great  extent  as  you  leave  the  shallow  bays  and 
flint-strewn  foreshores  and  resort  to  tlie  deep  and 
rocky  inlets  and  the  golden  sands  of  the  West 
Country.  So,  starting  on  the  coast  of  Dorset, 
where  the  chalk  disappears  and  the  new  red 
sandstone  commences,  Mr.  Minchin  rapidly  but 
very  perfectly  led  his  hearers  through  Beer  and 
Sidmouth,  Budleigh  Salterton,  the  estuary  of  the 
Exe,  Dawiish,  Teignmouth,  Torbay,  Brixham,  Dart- 
mouth, Slapton  and  Torcross,  Salcombe  estuary, 
Bigbury  Bay,  Yealmton  and  Plymouth,  then  Looe 
and  Polperro  and  jFowey,  Falmouth  Harbour,  Hel- 
ford  estuary,  Coverack,  and  the  celebrated  Manacles 
Rocks,  Muilion  and  theLizard,Mount'sBay,  Newlyn, 
Porthleven  and  Penzance,  and  Mousehole.  Now  for 
all  these  places,  and  from  personal  knowledge  of 
them,  full  and  exact  information  as  to  the  kinds  of 
fish,  baits,  habitat,  and  the  manner  of  taking  them, 
the  boats,  the  men,  the  nature  of  the  grounds  and 
their  exact  position  is  given ;  and  most  certainly  one 
of  the  objects  of  this  society  was  fulfilled  by  ilr. 
Minchin's  paper,  "  to  provide  reliable  information 
regarding  British  sea  angling  resorts." 

Now,  this  is  only  being  done  by  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  for  its  own  members,  and  its 
value  is  manifested  by  their  rapidly  increasing 
members.  The  small  aimual  subscription  of  a 
guinea  is  amply  repaid  in  this  one  of  the  society's 
objects  alone.  Mr.  Minchin  was,  of  course,  cordially 
thanked  for  his  very  perfect  paper,  members  going 
away  very  thoroughly  posted  up  in  the  subject  of 
the  evening. 

Next  Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  Roberts  will  read  a 
paper,  "  With  the  Camera  in  the  North,"  illustrated 
by  lantern-slides.  H.  P. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

19,638.  Fishing.  Patentee:  J.  H.  Thonger, 
38,  Myddleton-road,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex.  Tackle 
cases.  A  carrier  for  safely  holding  artificial  flies 
for  use  or  for  purposes  of  exhibition;  comprises  a 
series  of  metal,  etc.,  plates,  cork,  etc.,  blocks,  and 
renewable  paper  or  like  perforated  pieces  to  which 
the  hooks  are  fixed.  The  series  of  plates,  etc., 
which  may  be  of  any  shape  in  plan,  are  arranged  in 
pyramidal  tier-like  form,  and  are  held  in  place  by  a 
screw  or  screws.  The  stand  may  be  carried  in  a 
suitable  box,  or  be  covered  by  a  glaiss  shade. 


"And  so  you  were  bom  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
were  you?"  asked  the  teacher.  "Yes,  ma'am," 
replied  the  incorrigible  boy.  "  Then  your  parents 
have  something  to  be  thankful  for,  haven't  they  ?  " 
"Yes,  ma'am;  they  say  they're  thankful  I  ain't 
twins." — Yonkera  Statesman. 
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Most  pitiless  and  stark  the  winter  grew 
Meanwhile,  beneath  a  sky  of  cloudless  blue, 
A  nd  sun  that  warnid  nnt ;  till  they  nigh  forgot 
The  green  lush  spring,  the  summer  rich  and  hot. 
The  autumn  fragrant  with  slow  ripening  fruit. 

— Wm.  Mobris. 


While  Mr.  Cooper,  the  St.  Luke's  naturalist, 
continues  to  embalm  or  otherwise  "  preserve " 
(either  ia  their  natural  beauty  or  ugliness)  the 
specimen  fish  we  are  desirous  of  handing  down  to 
posterity,  I  shall  not  practise  "taxidermy."  Yet 
it  is  very  interesting  to  learn  some  of  the  secrets  in 
that  most  fascinating  art,  and  I  was  sorry  not  to 
have  been  able  to  brave  the  inclement  weather  on 
Wednesday  evening,  wlion  Mr.  Scholefield,  of  the 
Highbury  A.S.,  gave  an  exhibition  of  his  skill  in 
showing  the  members  and  friends  "  how  it's  done  !  " 


Although  the  total  quantitv  of  fish  landed  in 
England  and  Wales  during  1904  from  British 
fishing-boats  was  greater  than  in  the  four  previous 
years,  the  value  was  loss,  according  to  the  annual 
report  issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  the  amount  (exclusive  of  shellfish)  being 
11, 365,000cwt.,  valued  at  £6,490,000.  Despite  the 
general  increase  in  quantity,  fish  landed  at  East 
Coast  ports  showed  a  decrease  of  280,000cwt.  in 
haddock,  158,000cwt.  in  plaice,  and  104,000cwt.  in 
cod.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  says  the  Mail,  that 
to  overcome  the  prejudice  against  the  use  of  dog- 
fish as  food,  created  by  their  name,  they  are  sold  in 
at  least  one  Lancashire  town  as  "Darwen  salmon." 
[Now,  when  I  get  a  day  at  Deal  among  the  spur- 
dogs,  I  shall  be  able  to  say:  "  Yes;  just  returned 
from  salmon  fishing."  Which  reminds  me  that  I 
am  very  pleased  to  hear  that  the  president  of  the 
London  Anglers'  Association  (Mr.  Philip  Geen)  has 
taken  some  fine  salmon  from  the  Lyon  so  near  the 
opening  day.] 


While  I  yield  to  no  one  in  my  sympathy  for  the 
recipients  of  Poor  Law  relief,  says  Club  Life,  yet  I 
feel  that  a  good  deal  could  be  said  in  favour  of 
some  of  the  officers  in  our  Poor  Law  establishments, 
■whose  remuneration  for  unthankful  and  onerous 
duties  is  very  small  indeed,  for  instance,  he  who 
would  obtain  a  post  worth  £1  a  week  vmder  a 
suburban  Board  of  Guardians  must  give  satis- 
factory answers  to  the  following  questions,  among 
others : — 

Are  you  married  ? 

When  do  you  get  up  in  the  morning  ? 

Do  you  understand  book-keeping  ? 

Are  you  a  total  abstainer  T 

Are  you  a  trade  unionist  ? 

Is  your  health  good  ?  - 

Have  you  been  vaccinated  T 

What  church  do  you  go  to  ? 

What  is  your  religion  ? 

Have  you  been  promised  this  job  7 


The  Pictorial  Comedy  for  February  is  a  most 
welcome  publication,  as  it  lifts  one  right  out  of  the 
hurly-burly  of  politics  and  leaves  the  elections 
severely  alone.  This  is  truly  most  refreshing.  The 
literary  portion  of  the  paper  is  good,  "In  Another 
Man's  Shoes,"  "  Cosy  Corner,"  "  On  the  Screen," 
etc.,  being  smartly  written.  The  illustrations  are 
clever  and  eSective,  emanating  from  such  well- 
known  artists  as  Balfour  Ker,  Bayard  Jones,  R.  N. 
Crosby,  Thos.  Downey,  etc.  The  jokes  are  pithy 
and  witty,  and  calculated  to  drive  away  dull  care. 
The  paper  is  published  by  Messrs.  Henderson  and 
Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  Fleet-street,  E.C.,  and  the 
price  sixpence. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  sends  the  following: — "It 
is  not  usual  in  piscatorial  societies  to  suffer  from 
a  plethora  of  prizes,  but  in  a  certain  society  on  the 
East  Coast  not  a  hundred  miles  from  Gorleston 
such  is  the  case.  On  Boxing  Day  a  match  was 
arranged,  and  twenty-three  competitors  settled 
down  to  fish  for  codling,  and  incidentally  nineteen 
prizes.  Re.sult:  Twelve  fish,  weighing  16^1  b.  This 
was  not  to  be  endured,  so  on  Thursday,  Jan.  4,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  get  sufficient  fish  to  justify 
the  bestowal  of  the  unwon  balance  of  prizes.  The 
Boxing  Day  match  only  accounted  for  ten  out  of 
the  nineteen.  A  small  entrance  fee  was  added  to 
the  prize  list,  and  nineteen  sat  down  to  fish  for  ten 
prizes.  Result:  One  fish,  weighing  14Joz.  Anger, 
despair,  etc.  Meetings  have  been  held,  committees 
have  sat,  individuals  have  held  forth  at  length,  and 
still  the  club  lias  nine  prizes  to  award  for  sea  water 
angling." 


An  old  friend  and  brother  angler — especially  with 
the  fly,  and  who  never,  hardly  ever,  told  a  lie — left 
England  for  America  many  years  ago,  but  he  has 
not  forgotten  me.  After  tolling  me  how  he's 
getting  along,  and  all  about  the  wife  and  children, 
and  wondering  how  I'm  getting  along,  he  says  he 
was  so  happy  and  comfortable  on  Christmas  Day 
that  he  felt  somehow  he  must  write  me.  This  is 
part  of  his  letter  : — 

"...  lam  very  sorry  to  have  to  report  to 
you  that  the  two  mules  I  wan  employing  for 
the  capture  of  the  big  eel  at  my  place  in  South 
Florida  have  just  died.  It  is  so  many  years 
since  I  wrote  you  particulars  of  the  experiment 
I  was  con'hicting  that  you  have  probably 
forgotten  all  about  it.  A  monster  eel  had  for 
some  time  been  obaervad  in  Biscayne  Bay,  and, 
after  infinite  trouble,  I .  was  fortunate  enough 
to  get  a  rope  hitched  around  its  head,  make 
connections  with  the  shore,  and  fasten  all  to 
the  traces  of  a  pair  of  fine  young  mules.  I 
8tart«d  off  the  mules  to  haul  out  the  eel, 
keeping  them  on  the  move  all  the  time,  except 
when  eating  and  resting,  and  so  the  game  has 
continued  until  yesterday  when  my  mules  died 
of  old  age,  and  the  eel,  finding  itself  released 
of  the  strain  which  has  for  so  long  been  gradually 
drawing  it  from  its  native  element,  wriggled 
back  apparently  none  the  worse  for  the  rough 
treatment.  It  is  a  great  pity  for  it  was  one  of 
the  largest  fish  I  have  over  seen,  and  in  a  few 
more  years  we  should  probably  have  succeeded 
in  landing  it.  When  the  mules  fell  down  in 
their  traces  the  commencement  of  the  tail  had 
already  come  into  sight  above  water." 
I  have  answered  the  letter,  and  told  him  how 
son  y  I  was  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  that  good  fish 
"whiah  got  away."  His  tackle  could  not  have 
been  very  reliable  ! 

To  THE  Grayling. 

(With  apologies  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod.) 

Let  Tods  an'  ither  bodies  sing 

The  troots,  that  they're  sae  fond  o'  citchin  ; 
Let  them  proclaim  the  salmon,  King, 

We'll  hail  thee,  still,  the  Queen  of  Itchen. 

They  may  not  want  thee  in  the  Clyde — 

Though  for  thee,  yet,  there  still  some  hope  is — 

Whilst  you've  a  friend,  so  closely  tied 
To  your  grey  lines,  as  Mr.  Pope  is. 

No  matter !    Let  them  keep  their  burns 
For  salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishes  ; 

AVe  love  these  one  and  all,  by  turns, 

But  still  we'd  have  thee  grace  our  dishes. 

We  ask  them  not  to  take  thee;  we're 
Content  to  keep  thee,  sweet  Thymallus, 

To  ply  our  lines  and  fishing  gear 
Upon,  when  other  fishes  fail  us. 

But  shades  of  Francis  Francis  !    Oh  ! 

Where'er  ye  dwell,  how  ye  must  shiver. 
To  think  that  times  have  fallen  so, 
They  take  the  grayling  from  the  river. 

With  gadger,  worms,  and  salmon  roe, 

And  other  scoundrelly  devices. 
Which  are  deemed  poaching,  where  men  throw 
Their  flies,  upon  the  Test,  or  Isis ! 

Oh,  may  thy  shadow  ne'er  grow  less. 

In  English  waters,  sweet  Thyme-scented  ! 
We'll  keep  thee,  till  the  Scotch  confess 
Their  error,  and  in  time  repent  it. 

— Lichen  Grey. 


There  was  a  splendid  attendance  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  the  B.S.A.S.  rooms,  when  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  took  his  audience  round  "  The  South 
Coast  of  England"  (metaphorically),  imparting 
interesting  and  valuable  information,  made  more 
enjoyable  from  the  fact  that  he  was  speaking  from 
personal  experience.  Another  "  full "  night  is  in 
store  for  Jan.  24,  when  Mr.  J.  Roberts  will  read  a 
paper,  entitled,  "  With  the  Camera  in  the  North," 
illustrated  with  lantern-slides. 


Willie:  "Mother,  I  am  told  that  big  fish  oat 
little  fish.  Do  they  eat  sardines  ?  "  Mother  :  "  Yes, 
dear,  I  daresay  they  do."  Willie :  "  But  how  do 
they  open  the  tins  ?  " 


The  first  issue  of  Amusement  for  the  New  Year 
has  two  fresh  recitations  from  the  pen  of  the  editor, 
Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  and  these  are  "  The  First 
Regiment"  and  "An  Old  Man's  Lament."  Two 
Fleet-street  sketches,  "The  Idle  Hour"  and 
"Jamie,"  give  glimpses  into  journalistic  life 
unknown  to  the  general  reader.  "In  Jokeland  "  is 
a  ^fresh  feature,  and  shows  the  mysteries  of  our 
noble  language.  The  office  is  7,  Whitefriars-street, 
E.C.,  and  the  price  sixpence. 


Payment  in  Your  Own  Coin, 
The  universe  pays  every  man  in  his  own  coin. 
If  you  smile,  it  smiles  upon  you  in  return  ;  if  you 
frown,  you  will  be  frowned  at ;  if  you  sing,  you  will 
be  invited  into  gay  company  ;  if  you  think,  you 
will  be  entertained  by  thinkers  ;  and  if  you  love  the 
world,  and  earnestly  seek  for  the  good  that  is 
therein,  you  will  be  surrounded  by  loving  friends, 
and  Nature  will  pour  into  your  lap  the  treasures  of 
the  earth.  Censure,  criticise,  and  hate,  and  you 
will  be  censured,  criticised,  and  hated  by  your 
fellow-men.  Every  seed  brings  forth  after  its  kind. 
Mistrust  begets  mistrust,  jealousy  begets  jealousy, 
hatred  begets  hatred,  and  confidence  begets  con- 
fidence, kindnass  begets  kindness,  love  begets  love. 
Resi.st,  and  you  will  be  resisted.  To  meet  the 
aggressive  assault  every  entity  rises  up  rigid  and 
impenetrable — while  yonder  mountain  of  granite 
melts  and  floats  away  on  the  bosom  of  the  river  of 
love.  —  N.  W.  Zimmerman  in  the  Business 
Philosopher. 


A  Beecher  Story. 
Bob  Inokr.soll,  the  Agnostic,  once  brought  up 
one  of  his  daughters  to  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
saying,  "Mr.  Beecher,  here  is  a  girl  who  never 
read  the  Bible."  Bob  delighted  in  shocking 
ministers,  but  he  missed  his  fun  that  time,  for 
Beecher  replied,  "  If  all  heathens  were  so  charming, 
I  am  sure  we  should  all  become  missionaries." 


The  Editor  and  the  Advertiser. 
Once  on  a  time  I  knew  a  man 

Who  said  it  didn't  pay 
To  advertise  the  goods  he  had 

To  sell  or  trade  away. 

To  prove  that  he  was  off  his  base 

And  make  him  clearly  see, 
I  gave  him  half  a  page  of  space 

And  let  him  have  it  free. 

It  almost  scared  him  into  fits 

To  see  himself  displayed 
As  I  displayed  him,  but  he  felt 

Its  influence  on  his  trade. 

I  kept  it  up,  his  business  boomed. 

The  customers  swooped  down 
Upon  his  store  until  he  had 
T     The  biggest  rush  in  town. 

One  day  I  went  around  to  call 

And  found  him  on  the  run. 
With  people  waiting  for  their  turn 

When  those  ahead  were  done. 

"  Well,  well,"  I  cried  in  great  delight 
To  see  things  boom  that  way. 

"  Don't  advertising  pay,  old  man  ? 
What  have  you  got  to  say  ?  " 

I  thought  he'd  like  my  work  so  mu^h. 

And  think  my  plan  so  nice. 
That  he'd  not  only  praise  my  wares. 

But  pay  me  double  price. 

And  did  he  do  it  ?    Listen,  please. 

I  thought  that  I'd  drop  dead 
When  suddenly  he  turned  on  me 

And  vigorously  said : 

"Take  out  that  advertisement,  quick; 

Goldern  yer  pesky  skin, 
I'll  never  git  a  chance  to  rest 

Ez  long  ez  it  stays  in." 

— W.  J.  Lampton. 


"I'd  have  you  know,  sir,"  said  the  pompous  in- 
dividual, "that  I'm  a  self-made  man."  "Ah,  in- 
deed!"  rejoined  the  meek  and  lowly  person.  "I 
thought  there  was  a  home-made  air  about  you." — 
Chicago  News. 


His  Position  in  Society. 
Doctor;    "You  regard   society  as   merely  a 
machine,  do  you  ?    Well,  what  part  of  the  machine 
do  you  consider  me  ?  "    Professor ;  "  You  are  one 
of  the  cranks." 


By  diligently  reading  any  of  the  morning  or 
evening  newspapers  you  will  discover  an  occasional 
paragraph  concerning  a  parliamentary  election 
(political).  Last  week  mention  was  made  of  a 
parliamentary  election  (non-political).  Perhaps  it 
is  pardonable  (not  egotistical)  if  I  state  that  the 
member  for  Islington  was  returned  at  the  top  of  the 
poll ;  the  reason  being  that  there  was  no  opposition. 
When  the  new  member  gets  to  work  there  will  be 
some  slight  alterations  and  repairs  with  regard  to 
the  sport  of  angling.  Only  wait  patiently.  One 
friend,  awfully  wild  at  not  having  been  selected  for 
the  honour,  has  circulated  the  following  :  "  Brother 
Anglers, — Had  you  chosen  me  as  your  champion 
the  numbers  would  have  read  3,000,000 !  But 
what  is  the  record,  the  result  of  all  our  labours — 
000,000-3  for  Dragnet." 
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^ofcs  from  f^c  Woxt^. 


The  opening  of  the  Tay,  Thurso,  Helmsdale,  and 
other  early  salmon  rivers  has  been  attended  with 
more  than  the  average  favourable  weather  con- 
ditions, and  by  the  end  of  the  week  thera  should 
be  some  good  reports  of  sport  to  hand.  After  a 
gale  on  Jan.  14,  the  weather  was  all  that  could  be 
desired  on  Jan.  15,  when  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay, 
Teith,  etc.,  were  freed. 


The  Shetlanders  have  declared  for  an  open 
herring  season  aU  the  year  round.  Between  the 
herring  and  the  sea-trout  the  hardy  highlanders 
(Norse)  eke  out  an  existence ;  they  net  the  sea- 
trout  just  as  they  net  the  herring,  salt  them  down, 
and  live  on  them  throughout  the  winter. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Hay,  Blackball  Castle,  has  this  year  let 
his  Dee  waters,  as  he  is  going  abroad  for  the  spring. 
Mr.  Gilchrist  and  party  have  again  taken  the 
Crathes  section  from  Sir  Thomas  Burnett ;  last 
year  it  wjis  fished  by  Mr.  G.  Davidson,  Wellwood, 
who  creeled  over  200  fiih. 


Snow  fell  on  the  upper  reaches  of  Deeside  and 
Donside  on  several  days  last  week,  and  the  ground 
lies  covered  to  the  depth  of  several  inches.  Curlers 
have  been  having  a  game  in  the  Beauly  district. 


Mr.  Garrow,  Aberdeen,  has  again  taken  the 
Ruthieston  Dee  fishings,  although,  like  other  tacks- 
men, he  has  not  made  the  men's  wages  any  time 
during  the  past  three  years,  to  say  nothing  of  rents 
and  profits. 


With  the  semi-flooded  rivers  which  have  pre- 
vailed all  the  season  through,  kelts  are  getting  a 
proper  rid  out  before  the  season  opens.  Of  course, 
they  will  not  be  an  absent  quantity  entirely,  but  in 
some  seasons  there  is  nothing  but  kelt  sport  for 
weeks  on  end.  Special  Scotch. 


NOTES  ON  THE  BADGER. 


[The  following  letter  is  by  the  Rev.  James  Conway 
.  Walter,  so  well  known  as  "  James  Conway,"  author 
of  ".Forays  with  Salmon  and  Deer." — Ed.  F.O.] 

"The  Badger. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Horncaatle  News. 

"  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  see,  by  the  letter  of  Mr, 
H.  Winn  in  your  issue  of  the  1 1th  instant,  that  war 
is  being  waged  against  that  much,  and  I  believe 
unjustly,  abused  animal,  the  badger.  I  say  'unjustly 
abused,'  because  naturalists  are  agreed  that  it  is 
comparatively  harmless.  We  are  told  by  Major 
Fisher,  in  his  interesting  book,  '  Outdoor  Life  in 
England,'  that  its  diet  is  mainly  vegetarian,  with 
the  addition  of  worms,  beetles,  snails,  wasps'  nests, 
mice,  and  other  pests,  and  if  it  does  now  and  again 
kill  a  rabbit  it  may  fairly  be  excused,  considering 
its  usefulness  in  other  respects,  as  well  as  the 
interest  attaching  to  it  as  the  sole  representative 
in  this  country  of  the  bear  family.  By  sportsmen 
it  should  be  specially  esteemed,  as  it  frequently 
occupies  the  same  '  earth  '  with  the  fox,  and  whereas 
the  latter  is  very  untidy  in  its  habits,  leaving  in  its 
den  the  accumulated  rotting  remains  of  chickens 
purloined  from  farmsteads  far  and  wide,  the  badger 
ii  very  cleanly,  and  does  good  service  in  clearing 
out  the  filth  from  the  foxes'  chamber. 

"Mr.  A.  E.  Pease,  M.P.,  in  his  volume,  '  Hunting 
Reminiscences,'  says: — 'Where  mange  prevails 
among  foxes,  the  badger,  if  protected,  would  do 
much  to  remove  the  plague'  by  keeping  the  fox- 
earth  clean ;  while,  further,  being  much  stronger 
in  the  fore  limbs  than  the  fox,  it  commonly  tunnels 
the  '  earth.'  From  its  retiring  and  nocturnal  habits, 
the  badger  may  be  in  our  midst,  and  yet  rarely 
come  under  human  observation  ;  and  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  this  interesting  /era  naturce  is  more 
common  than  is  generally  supposed. 

"  I  will  here  give  a  few  cases  from  notes  which  I 
have  made  at  various  times.  About  twenty  years 
ago  one  was  captured  by  boys  rabbiting  on  land 
belonging  to  myself,  near  Woodhall  Spa.  They 
hawked  the  poor  creature  about  the  country  as  a 
curiosity,  until  it  died.  I  have  a  specimen  stuffed, 
which  was  given  to  me  a  few  years  ago,  having  been 
killed  in  the  parish  of  Martin.  They  were  once 
common  on  the  Ostler  ground,  near  the  Tower  on 
the  Moor,  but  have  not  been  seen  there  for  about 
thirty  years.  One  was  killed  a  few  years  ago  in 
Well-Syke  Wood,  in  the  parish  of  Rough  ton.  About 
four  years  ago  one  was  killed  by  the  gamekeeper  at 


West  Ashby.  I  wrote  him  protesting  against  the 
needless  slaughter,  but  was  told  in  reply  that  it  did 
not  matter,  as  thero  were  known  to  be  fivo  or  six 
more. 

"  In  boyhood,  I  used  to  visit  a  good  deal  at 
Holbeck  Hall,  and  they  were  then  said  to  bo 
plentiful  about  the  sandstone  rocks  thero.  In  that 
neighbourhood,  in  1899,  the  South  Wold  Hounds 
hunted  one  over  several  fields  until  it  took  to 
ground  in  a  hole,  and  was  afterwards  killed  by  one 
of  the  party,  as  it  put  its  head  out.  The  master  of 
the  hounds  has  assured  me  that  he  not  uncommonly 
finds  badgers  in  the  thickest  coverts.  They  have 
been  seen  in  recent  years  at  Scrafield,  Mavis 
Enderby,  Scrivelsby,  and  in  Darwood  in  Old 
Woodhall,  and  quite  lately  one  was  reported  in 
Haltham  Wood.  In  the  spring  of  the  present  year 
one  was  seen  by  a  ploughman  on  my  own  land  in 
Langton.  I  immediately  gavp  orders  that  it  should 
not  be  disturbed.  It  took  refuge  in  a  large  rabbit 
burrow.  I  have  frequently  looked  at  this  hole, 
but,  beyond  a  few  broken  snail-shells,  there  is  no 
sign  of  its  presence,  and  I  think  it  has  gone  away. 
A  friend  of  mine  in  Gloucestershire  keeps  a  pack  of 
badger  hounds,  and  has  given  me  a  fine  skin  ;  in 
that  district  they  are  plentiful,  being  preserved  as 
carefully  as  are  the  foxes.  In  Scotland  this  animal 
is  still  so  abimdant  that  it  supplies  the  sporran,  or 
pouch,  of  the  kilted  Highlander,  from  the  proud 
chief  of  a  clan  to  the  humbler  gillie,  or  the  private 
of  a  Highland  regiment ;  while  its  bristles  make 
shaving  brushes  for  the  million. 

"  Finally,  I  may  say  the  badger  is  an  animal  of 
hoar  antiquity,  with  genuine  '  blue  blood '  in  his 
veins.  Fables  and  legends  describe  him  as  the 
simple,  faithful  friend  of  the  cunning  reynard,  as, 
indeed,  the  above  facts  show  him  to  be ;  and  I 
would  say,  on  his  behalf,  '  Parce,  precor  ! '  We  no 
longer,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  bait  him ;  let  us  '  have 
mercy,  and  not  sacrifice.'  "J.  Conway  Walter, 
"  Ex-President  of  the  Naturalists'  Union. 

"  Langton,  Nov.  17,  1905." 


FISH  POISONED  IN  AYRSHIRE. 


A  SERIOUS  case  of  river  pollution  and  destruction 
of  fish  occurred  in  the  Ayrshire  Gamock  last  week. 
The  subject  came  before  the  Northern  District 
Committee  of  the  County  Council  at  Kilwinning. 
Mr.  David  Andrew,  the  sanitary  inspector,  reported 
that  on  Dec.  18  intimation  had  been  received  by 
telegram  as  to  the  poisoning  of  fish  in  the  River 
Garnock  below  No.  7  Coking  Ovens,  Dairy.  He 
immediately  made  an  investigation  into  the  matter, 
and  found  that  the  poisoning  had  undoubtedly 
taken  place  even  before  the  date  of  the  telegram. 
Large  quantities  of  dead  fish  were  seen  in  the  river, 
and  the  people  observed  a  dark  oily  substance 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water  which  had  a 
strong  tarry  smell.  A  large  quantity  of  dead  fish  was 
taken  out  of  the  river  between  Dairy  and  Kilwinning 
by  persons  interested  in  fishing.  Mr.  Andrew 
stated  that  he  had  sent  three  samples  of  water  for 
analysis,  together  with  a  grilse  and  several  small 
trout.  The  report  of  the  analyst  was  submitted  to 
the  meeting,  and  went  to  prove  that  waste  products 
discharged  into  the  river  were  detrimental  to  fish 
life,  and  constitutes  an  offence.  It  was  the  belief 
of  the  analyst  that  coal  washings  gradually  clogged 
the  gills  of  the  fish  and  affected  their  breathing. 
The  meeting  agreed  that  the  attention  of  the  coal 
owners  of  the  mines,  Messrs.  W.  Baird  and  Co.,  be 
drawn  to  the  pollution  of  the  river,  and  that  they 
be  asked  to  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  the 
present  state  of  affairs.  Heatherbell. 


SHOEBURY  FISHERY  DISPUTE. 


Judge  Tindal  Atkinson  gave  judgment  on 
Jan.  1 1  at  Southend  County  Court  in  the  Shoebury 
Fishery  dispute,  which  has  aroused  deep  interest 
among  fishermen  along  the  Thames  estuary.  It 
was  a  claim  by  Miss  Knabbing,  Lady  of  the  Manor 
of  South  Shoebury,  and  David  Cundy,  tenant  of 
the  fishery,  for  damages  and  injunction  against  two 
Leigh  fisihermen  named  Meddle  and  Dench.  The 
ancient  documentary  evidence  produced  included 
extracts  from  Domesday  Book  and  from  the  Patent 
Roll  of  Edward  II.  to  prove  that  the  fishery  was  in 
existence  prior  to  Magna  Charta.  The  defendants 
held  that  they  had  a  right  to  take  certain  fish  under 
the  reservation  made  by  the  Crown,  and  called 
evidence  to  prove  that  they  and  their  fathers  had 
fished  without  interference.  His  Honour  most 
reluctantly,  and  with  considerable  regret,  decided 
against  the  fishermen,  the  law  being  too  strong  and 
well  established  against  their  claims.  Judgment 
for  £5  and  an  injunction  with  costs  was  accordingly 
given  for  the  p\a,ixxti&a.—rMorning  Pott. 


Xettets  to  the  lEbitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  far  the 
opvniona  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents^ 


RESTOCKING  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  Mr.  Gaskell's 
letter  re  above  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  6,  may  I  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  considerable  restocking 
has  taken  platfe  in  the  Lower  Thames  both  by  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  and  the 
Anglers'  Association,  over  seven  tons  of  good  stock 
fish  being  placed  in  the  river ;  only  recently  about 
IScwt.  of  splendid  perch,  roach,  and  chub  were 
placed  in  the  Chertsey  reach  by  the  T.A.P.S. 

I  quite  agroo  with  Mr.  Gaskoll  that  restocking  is 
desirable,  in  fact,  most  essential  each  year,  from 
the  fact  that  both  anglers  and  angling  clubs  are 
largely  upon  the  increase.  It  is,  however,  most 
desirable  that  the  fish  should  be  placed  well  up- 
stream for  numerous  reasons — Penton  Hook,  Lale- 
ham,  Chertsey,  Weybridge,  are  all  capital  spawning 
places.  We  know  full  well  the  natural  tendency  of 
fish  to  head  upstream,  still,  heavy  floods,  weirs, 
etc.,  must  all  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
difficulty  of  fish  regaining  the  upper  reaches  after 
being  swept  down  by  a  heavy  flood,  an  example 
being  well  in  evidence  at  Teddington  Weir  in  the 
month  of  May,  when  thousands  of  fish  can  be  seen 
trying  to  regain  the  upper  reach.  A  few  un- 
doubtedly do  pass  through  the  lock,  but  the 
majority  do  not,  hence  a  loss  of  fish  to  the  upper 
reaches.  The  lower  roaches  below  Teddington  will 
always  hold  plenty  of  fish,  as  they  do  at  present, 
therefore  restocking,  to  give  the  best  results  through- 
out the  district,  must  essentially  take  place  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  where  there  are  plenty  of  boughs 
and  quiet  places  for  spawning. 

The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  which 
was  formed  in  1838,  now  has  an  excellent  executive 
committee  of  nearly  forty  members,  all  of  whom 
are  practical  and  experienced  anglers,  whose  sole 
ambition  is  to  provide  sport,  but  unfortunately  in 
recent  years  there  appears  to  have  been  a  lack  of 
appreciation  of  their  efforts  upon  the  part  of  the 
angling  public,  and  their  work  has  been  sadly 
curtailed  through  want  of  support.  Should  this  be 
forthcoming,  everything  desirable  in  both  restocking 
and,  what  is  equally  as  essential,  preservation  would 
be  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  anglers. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  amount  of  their 
income,  I  really  think  all  anglers  must  admit  the 
society  does  its  level  best,  and  can  anyone  do  more 
than  this  ? 

The  T.A.P.S.  is  making  every  effort  to  obtain 
funds  sufficient  to  provide  an  up-to-date  netting 
equipment,  transport,  etc.,  and  are  fully  alive  to 
the  fact  as  practical  men  that  both  preservation 
and  restocking  demand  every  attention  possible, 
therefore  the  society,  after  all  these  years  of  work, 
presents  a  very  strong  claim  to  financial  support 
from  every  Thames  angler. 

You  must  have  practical  men  to  conduct  business 
or  sport  at  the  present  day,  and  anyone  who  reads 
the  list  of  names  upon  the  executive  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
will  see  that  anglers  are  in  good  hands,  leaving 
nothing  desirable  in  this  respect,  but  it  is  the  lack 
of  funds  that  keeps  them  back,  that  is  the  secret. 
Let  every  Thames  angler  come  forward  in  a  prac- 
tical manner  and  give  their  loyal  support,  removing 
this  defect  from  the  good  old  society  which  has 
borne  the  test  since  1838,  whose  aims  are  yours — 
that  is,  to  improve  the  fishery. 

I  shall  only  be  too  delighted  to  receive  the  names 
of  any  gentlemen  who  would  like  to  join  the  society, 
and  will  send  copies  of  our  Blue  Book  or  any 
information  respecting  the  society's  work  to  anyone 
interested.  Asking  the  kind  co-operation  of  all 
anglers  in  the  society's  work. — Believe  me,  yours 
faithfully,  John  V.  Eyre,  Assistant-Sec. 

Chertsey,  Jan.  10. 

\See  "  Occasional  Note  "  on  this  subject. — Ed.] 


SALMON  IN  THE  RHONE,  Etc. 
Dear  Sir, — There  are  two  references  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  6  of  interest  to  anglers  in 
general  and  to  those  of  these  parts  in  particular. 
One  is  Mr.  Coste's  very  definite  statement  as  to  a 
171b.  salmon  having  been  caught  in  the  Rhone, 
presumably  bred  from  smelts  which  he  had  intro- 
duced. 

Th'is  was  probably  prior  to  1864,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  that  in  the  forty-one  years  which  have 
since  passed,  the  fact  or  fallacy  of  salmon  existing 
in  the  Mediterranean  or  its  tributary  rivers  would 
not  have  become  common  knowledge,  if  further 
efforts  to  introduce  them  had  been  made  and  had 
succeeded,  or  even  if  such  efforts  had  been  made 
and  failed.  On  the  statements  published  it  would 
appear  worth  while  to  try  again. 
.  The  other  reference  is  that  by  Mr.  Howes  to  a 
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Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT?| 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  o£  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Ao  Medivul  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  (if  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

y.  J.  LEE-SMITU,  Maiuuiiiiij  Oiirctor, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW, 

This  Insurance  Is  not  conHned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


January  20,  1906 


I  The  Celebrated  .  .  , 

J   J  BISCUIT 

IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 

Delicious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Meat,  or  Cheese. 
KecommciKicd  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  many  otliur  Journals. 

8  lb.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Sole  Makers:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO..  Ltd., 
DOUOLAS,  ISI.E  OF  MAN. 


ASK 

your  Fishing 
Tackle  Maker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 


DOUOI.AS,  ISI.E  or  mAn.  i 

THE  TEST  VALLEY  FISHERY  T  p  |  S  H I N  G 

CAZCTTE 
LEADS" 


Send  for  PBICE  LIST  of  Yearling  and 
Two  -  year  -  old    Brown    and  Bainoow 
TROUT,  &c.— Apply, 

T.  EDWARDS,  Lower  Brook,  Stockbridge, 
Hants.  

SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  EUA,  Brittalny,  France. 

About  a  milo  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 
RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FRERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  Company,  Ltd., 
Vvm  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
oi  voman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
;:ho  shall  imppen  to  n,eet  with  "s  ;.r  her  dea^ 
by  an  accident  to  a  tram  or  to  a  public  ^thu  le, 
censed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
as  i^din-  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  faiv-payin^ 
passenserin  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom' 
on  the  following  conditions  „„„ 

1  That  at  the  time  of  the  ai^cident  the  pas- 
sen-er  in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  pers.m 
?to  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  m  which  it, 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  m  the 
*jnjicG  Dvovitled  at  the  foot.  i 
^'t  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place  | 
of  abode  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3  That  notice^of  the  accident  he  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  uisurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence.  , 

r  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

e  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a  m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


S'gned- 


Address  -  —  .•  ■ 

The  due  fulfllmeut  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

"THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  C0.,| 

Zimiteil, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  SubsCTiption  I 
In  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  peHod  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
Se  ^Co'ipon.  It  is  only  necessary  t«  forward 
thp  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALii 
INSURANCB  COMPANY,  LTD.,  7,  Waterloo  Place,  I 
London:S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 

O- 3EI WTTP  X.  H  S - 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.-Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL:  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York.  


r>  E  E . 

Good  section.    Hotel.    February  10  to 

April  14.  .€100. 
Another,  from  February  10  to  June  30. 

£200. 

Another,  2  miles,  both  banks.  February 
10  to  April  30.  £120. 

A.  GFCIMBH-E, 
44.,  Duke  St.,  St.  James',  London. 

A  RIVER  IN  NORWAY. 

This  book,  by  Chas.  Thomas-Stanfokd, 
Esq.,  graphically  describes  the  River 
Gaula  in  Sondfjord,  where  the 

FISHING  IS  TO  LET 

from  June  15  to  August  15, 1906,  together 
with  a  good  RESIDENCE  containing 
8  rooms.  Easily  reached  from  Bergen 
by  passenger  boats  several  times  weekly. 
Apply— WILSON  &  ARMSTRONG, 
7,  Side,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Salmon  Fishings 

ON 

RIVER  SPEY. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
lor  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  3«.  '< 

or  13  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magmnoenee,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Kly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

«Jolm  mriilte  Sa  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAOM,  IRELAND.  

A    NEW    YEAR  ^RESENT. 

GRAY'STPATENT 
ENAMEL  FLY  CASE. 

Uociks  easily  inserted  and  removed;  no  rust, 
I  and  will  not  shake  loose.  Price  3/9,  and  smaller 
with  division  and  glass,  1/6.   Send  your  own 
I  case  and  1/-  for  alteration  to 
HYDE  END  FISHERIES,  Brimpton.  Berks. 

\rOYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTT  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.C 

I  (Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached  ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all  I  THURSDAY,  JANUARY  25,  at  8. 
kinking) 


ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to — 
Napier  Landale,  Faetop,  Aberlour. 

THEATRES. 


TRY 


W.H.V.i 


Improved  Dubbin.  Fluid  form. 
Less  bother  than  the  old-fashioned 

paste  varieties  ;  far  cleaner. 
6d.  and  1/-  tins,  of  leading  Boot- 
makers, Spiers  &  Pond,  &c. 
Samples  8d.  post  free, 

10,  UASINGHALL  STREET,  E.C. 


MBLEDON  im  FISHERY 

Book  to  WIMBLKDOR  PARK  STATION. 

Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till] 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  m- 
clusive).  Two  Rods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by  [ 
A.  NEWHAM,  Water  BiUllff. 


T\RURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
iJ     Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collins. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Paiitomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  F  C.  Burnand,  J.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter  Passmore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  Johnnie  Danvers,  Aithur  ton- 
ouest,  Queenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Wmiiie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 

HAYMARKET.     TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr   Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine 
Mr  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brough,  and 
Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 

KING'S  THEATRE.— DICK  WHIT- 
TINGTON.  'Plione,  119  Hammersmith.— 
NIGHTLY,  7.30.  DICK  WHITTINGTON. 
TEN  PERFORMANCES  WEEKLY.  Matinies, 
Monday,  Wednesday,  Tliursday,  and  Saturday, 
kt  2  The  most  successful  Pantomime  ever 
produced  at  this  Theatre.  Children  half-price 
(except  Gallery)  to  all  performances  except 
Saturday  uight. 


for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fistiing  on 
|trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  maketa  can  have  Sample  Show - 
Garda  of  the  Wholesale  Makers, 
B.  ALLCOOK  &  CO.,  Bedditoh.) 

IaIso  the 

r'FISHlHC 
[GAZETTE 
FLOAT" 

Ifor 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 


(Can  be  Instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
from  •  line  without  removing  trace,  etc.) 


BRAHMS'  REQUIEM 

AND 

MENDELSSOHN'S 

HYMN  OF  PRAISE 

MADAME  SOBRIHO. 
MISS  EDITH  PATCHING. 

MR.  JOHN  COATES. 
MR.  FRANCIS  HARFORD. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  Balkour. 
I  Conductor  :  SIR  FREPEBICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls  78." ed.  ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  lis-  w. 
to  .€3  3J.   Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5«. 
Unreserved   (rows   5   to  8),    4*.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.  •   Tickets  of 
1  usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 

ICrjstalJalace 

Continuation  of  the  Great 

IXMAS    HOLIDAY  PROGRAMME. 

MR.  HUMPHREY  E.  BRAMMALL'S 

GRAND 

CONTINENTAL  CIRCU 

in  the  Centre  Transept, 
I  Twice  Daily,  at  2.30  and  6.3 

GORGEOUS  PANTOMIME 

DICK  WHITTINGTON 

Twice  Daily  in  Theatre,  4.0  and  8.0. 
A  Brilliant  Spectacle- 
Superb  Dresses. 

ROLLER  SKATING 

On  the  Great  Asphalte  Rink 


{wholesale  only  of 

IS.ALLGOGK&GO. 

REDDITCH. 


LEON!  CLARKE'S  FAMOUS  CATS 
PROFESSOR  LE  WISE, 
Ventriloquist  and  Illusionist. 

MOTOR  BAGATELLE. 

HELTER  SKELTER 

Militafy  Band  and  other  Dailji 
Attractions. 
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stuffed  brown  trout  of  about  361b.  exhibited  at  the 
Aquarium  in  1902,  and  caught  at  the  infall  of  the 
Rhone  into  the  Lake  of  Geneva.  Since  several 
years  tjrevious  to  1902  I  have  been  living  in  sight 
of  where  the  upper  Rhone  enters  the  lake,  and  have 
been  inla  way  acquainted  with  ^shing  matters  m  this 
neighbourhood,  yet  I  have  never  heard  of  a  brown 
trout  of  that  size  being  caught  in  Lac  Li'man,  or. 
for  that  matter,  in  the  whole  country.  This  would 
not,  however,  prove  its  impossibility.  I  have,  of 
course,  like  others,  seen  many  of  the  great  silvery 
trout  caught  in  this  lake,  and  that  of  Neuchatel, 
weighing  201b.  and  upwards,  which  are  often  exposed 
in  the  dealers'  windows  at  Montreux,  where  they 
might  easily  be  mistaken  by  casual  passers  by  for 
salmon— indeed,  I  think  you  published  a  photograph 
of  one  which  I  sent  you  some  time  ago — but  these 
are  not  brown  troiU.  . 

The  onlv  brown  trout  I  have  heard  of  being 
caught  actually  in  the  lake  here  were  of  much 
smaller  size,  and  were  taken  fishing  from  boats 
about  the  Mav  Fly  season  in  the  shallow  water  off 
Bouverie.  near  the  infall  of  the  Stockalper  water, 
which  is  close  to  that  of  the  upper  Rhone.  T^ese 
brown  trout  came  probably  on  temporary  excursions 
from  the  adjacent  valley  streams  or  the  Rhone.  I 
have  never  heard  of  their  being  indigenous  m  the 
lake  itself,  although  I  am  aware  of  an  unsupported 
native  idea  that  some  of  the  more  sizeable  brown 
trout  apparently  occasionally  frequent  the  Eau- 
froid,  a  small  stream  discharging  into  the  shallows 
at  the  ViDeneuve  end  of  the  lake,  migrating  from 
thence  to  the  river  or  vice  versa. 

I  have  known  of  a  large  101b.  trout  of  the  lake 
variety  being  caught  in  the  Vaudois  water  near 
Chessel,  and  have  taken  a  dead  one  of  smaller  size 
from  the  Stockalper,  where  another,  larger  but 
sickly,  was  fished  out  in  a  feeble  state.  These  were 
met  with  at  fimes  when  the  individuals  might  have 
been  in  the  streams  for  spawning  purposes,  shortly 
before  or  after  winter. 

The  largest  brown  trout  which  I  have  heard  of 
being  taken  in  the  -Vaudois  stream  was  caught  on 
Jan.  1,  the  opening  day  of  this  season:  it  was  said 
to  be  4lb.  in  weight,  not  much  out  of  condition,  and 
was  slung  out  by  a  Swiss  with  the  usual  long 
bamboo,  coarse  fixed  line,  and  a  3-inch  brass 
Devon  minnow,  close  to  the  golf  ground,  not  far 
from  Aigle. 

I  find  that  in  a  previous  communication  1  should 
have  said  it  is  intended  to  put  20,000  not  10,000 
five  months  .old  trout  into  the  Stockalper  waters 
this  season,  'and  failing  other  advice,  I  have 
suggested  that  its  syndicate  should  consult  the 
Bulletin  Suisse  de  Peche  et  Pisciculture  as  to  the 
best  method  for  their  introduction. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


PIKE.  FISHING  NEAR  GLASGOW. 
Deab'  Sir,— If  you  think  the  following  will  help 
"Haco,"  kindly  forward  to  him  or  publish  same. 
I  am  only  mentioning  places  that  I  have  fished  in  a 
day,  and  which  are  suitable  for  the  winter  months. 

The  River  Clyde,  below  Garstairs,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  most  likely  place  to  get  sport,  and  the 
easiest  fished.  For  good  sport  the  river  must  be 
low  and  clear,  and  the  air  frosty.  Live-baiting  in 
the  deep  holes  at  the  different  bends  is  the  best, 
but  if  "Haco"  goes  to  Garstairs  by  the  6.35  a.m. 
train  from  the  Central  any  Saturday  he  is  sure  to 
see  at  that  station  two  or  three  pike  anglers,  who  I 
know  will  point  out  the  best  pools,  and  also  show 
him  where  he  can  catch  small  grayling  for  bait. 
Unfortunately,  these  are  difficult  to  get,  as  it  means 
a  walk  of  a  mile  or  two  to  another  river,  which 
takes  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time. 

There  is  still  to  be  had  in  Loch  Lomond  good 
pike  fishing  (my  best  fish,  two  years  ago,  was 
21Jlb.),  but  in  my  experience  they  are  difficult  to 
get  after  November.  You,  Mr.  Editor,  suggested 
to  me  about  fotor  years  ago,  when  I  mentioned  this 
fact,  that  you  thought  the  pike  followed  the 
spawning  trout.  But  should  "Haco"  care  to  try 
this  charming  loch,  the  best  way  for  him  to  do  so  is, 
go  to  Balloch  early,  take  a  boat  up  the  river  to  the 
loch,  and  with  live-bait  fish  the  third  bay  on  the 
left-hand  side.  The  bay  is  called  SmoUets.  Another 
good  plac'3  is  about  half  an  hour's  row  from  Smollets 
to  the  mouth  of  the  old  River  Fruin.  There  are 
other  good  spots,  but  would  take  up  too  much  time 
to  get  to  them.  The  only  place  I  know  where  live 
roach  can  be  got  at  this  time  of  the  year  is  Balloch 
Pier.  Fish  in  about  12ft.  of  water,  with  maggots, 
if  possible,  or  white  paste.  Unfortunately,  they 
ran  on  the  large  size  for  bait.  Three  weeks  ago  I 
caught,  in  about  two  hours,  over  forty  fish,  which  I 
took  back  to  Glasgow  alive.  I  fancy  I  can  hear 
-ome  English  roach  fishers  say,  "What's  that  ?  " 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Milngavie  (9d.  return 
iare)  there  are  the  following  lochs,  containing  good 
f>ike  and  easily  fished:  Bardowie  Loch,  for  per- 
mission to  fish,  and  for  boat  (absolutely  necessary), 
apply  to  Mrs.  Middleton,  Bardowie  Castle.  Mugdock 
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Loch,  apply  to  Colonel  Reid,  iVIugdock  Castle, 
Douslaston  Loch  (close  to  the  station),  apply  to 
Mr  Ripley  Kerr,  Douglaston  House.  These  threa 
lochs  are  well  worth  having  a  day's  fishing  on,  as 
they  contain  grand  pike,  and  to  get^sport  live-bait 
is  necessary,  which  cannot  be  got  there,  except  in 
Mugdock,  where  you  may  get  a  few  small  perch, 
which  the  pike  take.  Any  other  information  I  can 
rivo  to  "Haco"  he  is  most  welcome  to.— Yours 
truly,    A.  E.Pope. 

TROUT  STOCKING. 
Deak  Sir,— I  am  not  a  fish-breeder,  but  I  have 
had  considerable  experience  in  introducing  trout  to 
both  ponds  and  streams,  and  in  reply  to  "  Ben- 
wvan's  "  inquiry  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  .^0, 
I  "would  advise  him  certamly  not  to  try  younger 
fish  than  yearlings.  The  Howietoun  Fishery  lay 
it  down  as  a  rule  that  between  eyed  ova  and  year- 
lings there  is  no  half-way.  and  this  has  always  been 
my  experience.  I  do  not  know  the  Stockalper,  but 
from  your  correspondent's  description  of  it,  there 
ought  to  be  no  fear  of  yearlings  being  able  to  take 
cafe  of  themselves  in  it.  For  choice,  I  have  always 
found  it  better  to  introduce  the  fish  into  side 
streams,  where  these  existed  upon  the  water  to  be 
stocked,  and  were  of  sufficient  size  to  afford  them 
protection  against  drought,  frost,  herons,  etc.,  but 
the  chief  reason  for  putting  them  there  was 
usually  to  keep  them  out  of  the  way  of  bigger  trout, 
which  were  akeadv  in  the  main  stream,  and  if 
"Benwyan  "has  nothing  to  fear  on  this  score,  he 
would  be  quite  safe,  I  think,  in  turning  them  out 
upon  any  of  the  shallow  parts  of  his  water 

I  do  not  think  he  need  have  any  fear  about  the 
fish  running  up  the  side  streams  and  not  returning 
to  the  river.  If  these  streams  are  favourable  to 
them,  they  will  be  certain  to  find  their  way  mto 
them,  even  though  they  be  turned  mto  the  main 
river  to  start  with ;  but  as  soon  as  they  begin  to 
grow  large  they  will  as  certainly  find  their  way 
back  again.  The  chief  care  shovild  be  to  see  that 
they  are  protected  from  enemies,  and,  bearing  this 
in  mind,  "Benwyan"  should  consider  well  before 
he  cuts  too  much  of  the  brushwood  and  weeds  by 
the  side  of  the  stream.  The  more  there  is  of  this 
the  more  food  there  will  be,  and  the  greater  protec- 
tion the  fiali  wUl  have ;  and  up  the  side  streams,  at 
any  rate,  I  should  think  he  cannot  well  have  too 
much  of  it.  Of  course,  it  may  be  necessary  to  clear 
casting  room  here  and  there,  but  more  often  we 
have  had  to  plant  than  to  cut  away,  or  to  uproot, 
when  it  was  desired  to  improve  the  fishing. 

Seeing  that  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  so  large  a 
number  of  fish  at  once,  it  might  be  worth  while 
considering  whether  a  few  larger  fish  would  not  be 
a  benefit.  They  would  afford  more  immediate 
sport,  if  that  is  desired,  though  if  time  is  no 
object,  the  yearlings  wUl  undoubtedly  pay  best; 
and  if  put  in  in  early  spring,  the  most  forward  of 
them  %vill  be  running  up  towards  a  poimd  by  the 
autumn.  ,, 

You  are  at  liberty  to  give  "  Benwj'an  my 
address,  and  if  there  are  any  other  points  upon 
which  I  can  give  him  information,  it  will  be  a 
pleasure  to  do  so.— Yours  truly.     Lichen  Grey. 

HOOKS  AND  TACKLE  THE  BIG  SKATE 

WAS  CAUGHT  ON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  that  "British  Sea 
Angler"  in  his  letter  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  13,  respecting  the  . size  of  the  hook  and  swivel 
used  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn  in  taking  the  skate  of 
1941b.,  is  somewhat  ungenerous,  and  no  doubt  if  he 
were  to  honour  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  with 
al  visit  they  would  be  pleased  to  show  him  this 
"unsportsmanlike  implement,"  which  would  alter 

his  opinion.  .  u  • 

It  would  seem  that  whenever  a  record  catch  is 
reported  there  are  some  who  question  the  ways 
and  means  of  its  capture  and  the  tackle  used, 
criticising  and  condemning  without^  taking  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  real  facts. 

In  the  first  place,  a  correspondent,  and  a  member 
of  the  B.S.A.S.,  asked  through  the  medium  of  your 
columns  in  your  Issue  of  Dec.  30,  1905,  several  ques- 
tions regarding  the  line  used  in  the  capture  of  this  fish 
and  supplied  by  Messrs.  Gamage,  blaming  them  for 
having  christened  it  the  "Alpha,"  and  asking 
manutacturers  and  inventors  to  abandon  silly  fancy 
titles  simply  because  he  does  not  understand  the 
meaning  of  •*  cable  laid."  o  a  a 

Now  we  have  another  member  of  the  B.b.A.b. 
condemning  the  hook  and  swivel  which  is  two  sizes 
larger  than  those  used  by  "  British  Sea  Angler  '' 
when  at  Ballycotton.  With  regard  to  the  swivel 
I  should  like  to  know  what  this  has  to  do  with  the 
hooking  and  landing  a  fish  (I  wonder  he  does  not 
condemn  the  size  of  the  reel  used),  as  it  is  only 
intended  to  prevent  the  line  from  twisting. 
Attached  to  the  swivel  is  on©  yard  of  six  ply  (not 
nine  or  twelve  ply)  twisted  gut  cast  with  the 
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"Alpha"  line, which  is  of  the  same  substance  as 
the  Bates'  line  quoted  by  him. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  like  to  know  where  the. 
unsportsmanlike  tackle  comes  in,  and  the  unwar-' 
rantable  description  of  hauling  a  fish  into  a  boat 
with  unbreakable  tackle. 

My  advice  to . "  British  Sea  Angler  is  to  be 
master  of  the  sport  he  engages  himself  in,  and  the 
true  instinct  of  a  sportsman  will  soon  follow.  Let 
him  use  such  tackle  as  is  necessary  to  bring  tho 
fish  safely  to  gaff,  and  when  he  visits  the  south  of 
Ireland  again  take  hooks  that  will  not  bend  or 
snap,  and  which  will  stand  the  strain.— Yours 
truly,  Gull. 

THE  BIG  SKATE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  amused  at  your  corre- 
spondent's letter  regarding  the  large  hook  used  by 
Mr.  Hearn  in  the  capture  of  his  big  skate  at  Bally- 
cotton. He  says  it  is  unsportsmanlike  to  use  such 
a  hook  on  unbreakable  tackle.  Perhaps  he  may  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  Mr.  Heam's  hook  was  fast  to 
a  sixpenny  gut  cast,  and  his  line  was  also  cheap 
and  fine,  and  very  full  of  knots  and  joins,  which 
caused  a  considerable  amount  of  bother  to  Mr. 
Hearn,  and  added  to  the  difficulty  of  his  task,  by 
no  means  an  easy  one.  The  hook  used  is  by  no 
means  the  largest  used  in  our  waters,  which,  if 
your  correspondent  had  been  a  real  fisherman,  he 
would  have  known  ;  and  I  have  seen  many  similar 
hooks,  and  larger  ones,  too,  snapped  by  big  fish  in 
the  Shetlands.  The  swivel  was  put  on  as  there 
were  numbers  of  big  dogfish  about  which  were 
biting  Mr.  Hearn's  smaller  hooks  off.  If  you  use  a 
big  bait  you  want  a  big  hook,  and  I  have  heard  a 
man  say  those  very  hooks  were  too  small  for 
halibut,  etc.  There  are  some  salmon  flies  used  on  Tay 
and  Dee  with  as  large  hooks,  though  not  so  stout  in 
the  wire.  Perhaps  your  correspondent  does  not 
know  this,  and  would  call  it  unsportsmanlike.  But 
the  funny  thing  is  I  saw  similar  hooks,  same  size, 
but  with  flattened  ends,  on  string,  brought  to 
Ballycotton  by  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S. 

Your  [correspondent's  idea  of  sport  is  to  go  out 
tiger  shooting  with  snipe  shot,  and  to  use  a  rook 
rifle  for  elephants.  He  is  evidently  somewhat 
envious  of  Mr.  Hearn's  capture. — Yours  truly. 

Practical  Fisherman. 


SPORT  AND  MONSTER  SEA  FISH— THE 
BIG  SKATE. 

Dear  Sir, — "  British  Sea  Angler,"  in  your  issue 
of  Jan.  13,  says  "  these  large  fish  are  no  use  when 
caught."  In  that  he  is  certainly  wrong,  the  skate 
as  a  food  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  fish, 
and  when  properly  cooked  to  many  the  most 
appetising.  He  also  indicates  a  desire  to  depreciate, 
as  a  sport,  the  landing  of  big  fish  by  strong  tackle, 
and  does  not  seem  to  appreciate  that  the  sport  and 
the  skill  is  in  getting  them  to  the  hook.  A  few 
years  ago  I  had  the  misfortune  to  hook  a  251b.  coal- 
fish  on  a  trout  rod  and  tackle  ;  this  seemed  great 
sport  to  the  youngsters  in  the  boat,  but  it  was  none 
to  me,  wasting  sixty-three  minutes  of  an  otherwise 
pleasant  day  in  killing  the  brute.  Personally,  I 
believe  in  strong  tackle  and  a  short  shrift  for  coarse 
fish,  and  under  these  conditions  only  can  I  enjoy  it. 
Many  thorough  sportsmen  differ  from  me,  as  they 
rather  like  being  played  by  the  fish ;  I  do  not.— 
Yours  truly,  W.  S.  Mackenzie. 

COMPARATIVE  FIGHTING  POWER  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  the  Baron  Paul 
Tcherkassov  for  his  appreciative  comment  upon  my 
recent  article,  "With  the  Paternoster,"  and  trust 
if  he  tries  the  little  variation  on  roach  fishing 
described  therein  it  may  be  as  productive  of  some 
good  fun  with  him,  as  it  has  been  to  many  of  my 
friends  and  myself.  ,  ^  ,  . 

With  regard  to  the  fighting  powers  of  fish,  it  may 
be  of  further  interest  to  Baron  Tcherkassov  perhaps 
to  know  that  I  think  my  comparison  a  tolerably 
fair  one,  because  it  is  based  upon  the  use  of  almost 
precisely  the  same  rod  and  tackle  for  all  the  river 
or  lake  fish  I  catch,  excepting  pike— namely,  a  two- 
joint  greenheart  "Princess"  rod  by  Allcock,  of 
Redditch,  of  not  quite  10ft.,  than  which  rods  at  the 
price  I  do  not  think  better,  at  any  rate,  are  to  be 
found  (and  I  have  sampled  a  few,  and  made  a  few 
also  myself).  I  have  one  of  these  I  bought  some 
twelve  years  ago,  and  have  killed  hundreds  of  fish 

 trout,  roach,  dace,  perch,  rudd,  and  some  bream 

up  to  31b.,  and  it  is  practically  as  good  as  ever.  An 
"Acme"  fine  size  line  for  fly,  and  finest  silk  plait 
or  China  twist  for  bottom  fishing,  and  usually  the 
finest  undrawn  (sometimes  drawn)  gut  completes 
my  outfit. 

As  to  "fighting  power,"  I  do  not  tliink  any 
hard-and-fast  rule  can  be  laid  down.  A  consider- 
able amount  depends  upon  (a)  the  depth  and  power 
of  the  stream,  if  stream  fishing;  (6)  the  quality, 
condition,  and  shape  of  each  individual  fish  (of  the 
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same  species,  even),  as  influenced  by  their  surround- 
ings, feeding,  and  which  period  of  their  season  they 
are  taken  in,  either  beginning,  middle,  or  end  ;  and 
(c)  to  a  certain  extent  what  bait  they  are  killed 
with.  In  this  last  connection  it  has  always  appeared 
to  me  that  trout,  at  any  rate,  fight  decidedly  better 
when  hooked  on  a  small  fly  than  when  killed  with 
a  big  worm  or  Devon  or  phantom  minnow,  probably 
because  they  can  shut  their  mouths  tighter  on  a 
No.  11  or  No.  12  hook,  say,  than  on  a  big  worm  or 
comparatively  clumsy  Devon  armed  with  triangles 
which  compels  them  to  keep  their  mouths  wholly 
or  partly  open.  A  roaoh  or  perch  also  that  has  to 
tow  about  a  heavy  ledger  or  paternoster  weight  or 
big  float  in  his  struggles  must  be  distinctly  handi- 
capped in  his  efforts  to  achieve  speedy  rushes.  I 
cannot  say  I  consider  mere  pulling  power  "  fight." 
One  must  have  vivacity  and  speed  to  make  it 
interesting. 

I  suggest  that  an  intercliange  of  opinions  on  this 
subject  would  be  of  much  interest.  We  can,  I  hope, 
all  agree  to  differ  pleasantly  in  angling  matters.  I 
therefore  venture  to  place  in  order  of  merit  what  in 
my  experience  is  the  fighting  power  of  certain  fish 
of  equal  weight  or  size,  assuming  that  as  far  as 
possible  the  same,  or  very  similar,  rod  and  tackle 
are  used,  and  the  general  character  of  the  water  is 
suitable  to  each  species  where  taken,  and  shall  be 
interested  to  hear  the  opinions  of  others. 

(1)  Rainbow  trout;  (2)  brown  trout;  (3)  roach 
(clear,  non-tidal  rivers  or  streams) ;  (4)  perch  and 
grayling;  (5)  chub,  rudd,  tench,  carp,  and  bream. 
(Barbel  I  have  not  caught.) 

Of  course,  the  minor  fry  need  not  be  seriously 
considered.    Of  all  fish  I  think  dace  vary  most  in 


The  average  si/.o  was  from  one  to  three  pounds. 
Sport  was  best  on  a  hot  day  when  the  sea  was  dead 
calm. — Yours  truly,  Gbeen  Howard. 


A  DERWENTWATER  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  experience  as  an  all-round 
angler  for  the  last  sixty  years  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  I  have  had  several  lengthy  fights  with 
pike  on  trout  tackle  in  waters  which  hold  both 
trout  and  pike  ;  also  I  sometimes  use  trout  tackle 
for  pike  in  preference  when  the  conditions  are  in 
favour  of  fine  tackle  killing  better  than  coarse, 
but  out  of  hundreds  of  pike  so  taken  none  have 
exceeded  151b.  in  weight,  iintil  one  afternoon 
last  Slimmer  I  was  trolling  the  lake  for  a  trout  and 
found  myself  fast  in  an  unusually  heavy  pike, 
which,  providing  it  was  so  hooked  that  it 
could  not  bite  the  trace  through,  I  determined 
to  capture  however  long  it  might  take  to 
accomplish. 

The  fish  kept  well  down  for  the  space  of  fifteen 
minutes,  making  the  usual  runs  ;  then  rising  to  the 
surface,  with  its  head  and  most  of  its  length  out  of 
the  water,  it  made  a  series  of  furious  rushes,  which 
lasted  several  minutes ;  again  it  wont  down,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  came  to  the  surface  and  made  a  few 
more  mad  rushes.  It  now  showed  signs  of  fatigue. 
Up  to  this  time  the  fish  had  all  its  own  way,  except 
that  I  never  allowed  it  the  slightest  rest.  I  now 
put  as  heavy  a  strain  on  the  fish  as  the  slender 
trace  could  bear,  and  at  the  end  of  thirty-five 
minutes  from  first  getting  hold,  I  laid  the  fish  on 
the  flooring  of  my  boat. 

It  proved  to  be  a  fine  female  pike  of  231b.  weight. 


"THE  MIGHTY  MAHSEER." 

Dear  Sir, — On  Dec.  21, 1905,  we  sent  you  a  copy  of 
"  The  Mighty  Maliseer  "  for  review  ;  in  view  of  the 
book  being  nearly  twice  the  size  of  the  first  edition, 
the  price  is  now  fixed  at  6s. — Yours  truly, 

Madras.  Hioginbotham  &  Co. 

[This  edition  will  be  referred  to  presently. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  OSTEND. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  as  to  fishing  at  Ostend  ?  Is  there 
any  trout  fishing  within  reach,  and  how  about  the 
sea  fishing  from  the  piers  or  shore  ? 

Can  any  West  Country  reader  explain  why  at 
Ilfracombe  a  rock  whiting  is  called  a  "  glower  "  or 
"glover,"  and  a  rockling  a  "skuce"  or  "sea- 
trout"  (the  latter  name,  however,  is  probably  from 
St.  Mary's  trout)  ?  I  don't  think  these  names 
occur  in  any  other  place. — Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  Vbrnon. 


Photo  of  Pike  taken  in  Derwentwater  by  Mr.  James  R.  Hill. 


fight,  whether  big  or  little,  some  putting  up  a  really 
capital  "  show,"  others  being  quite  lifeless.  Perhaps 
for  his  size  the  pike  is  the  most  uninteresting.  He 
has  little  real  "  dash  "  :  it  is  simply  a  sort  of  "pull- 
devil-pull-baker  "  business  as  a  rule,  which  is  rather 
surprising,  seeing  the  almost  appalling  velocity  with 
which  he  springs  upon  his  victims.  He  appears  to 
fight  in  sullen  anger  rather  than  in  fear.  Of  pond 
fish  I  have  not  spoken.  My  experience  of  ponds 
and  lakes  is  that  owing  to  their  greater  variations  in 
quality  and  temperature  of  water,  feed,  weed 
growths,  etc.,  the  sport  given  by  the  fish  in  them  is 
even  more  difficult  to  "  standardise." — Yours  truly, 

Paternoster. 


MULLET. 

Dear  Sir, — When  stationed  at  Gibraltar  about 
five  years  ago,  I  had  great  sport  catching  grey 
mullet  from  the  New  Mole  close  to  the  ships.  An 
ordinary  trout  rod  and  line  were  used,  and  a 
moderately  fine  trout  fly  cast,  to  which  was  attached 
throe  No.  1  size  eyed  hooks,  one  at  the  end,  and 
two  droppers.  At  intervals  on  the  cast  three  small 
pieces  of  cork  were  whipped  on  to  act  as  buoys. 
The  hook  bait  was  tiny  pieces  of  flour  paste,  the 
size  of  small  peas.  Taking  half  a  loaf  of  bread,  I 
would  throw  out  a  handful  of  crumbs  which  soon 
brought  the  mullet  round  in  dozens,  fighting  on  the 
top  of  the  water.  A  cast  was  then  made  over 
tKem  and  another  handful  of  crumbs  thrown  over 
the  floating  cast.  It  was  necessary  to  strike  as 
soon  as  a  fish  was  seen  to  take  one  of  the  baits  in 
its  mouth,  as  directly  the  hook  was  felt  they 
ejected  it.  Mullet  caught  on  this  tackle  always 
seemed  to  fight  close  to  the  surface,  and  gave  quite 
as  good  sport  as  trout,  taking  out  a  lot  of  line. 


and  the  largest  pike  taken  out  of  this  water  for 
several  years. 

The  last  strand  of  gut  in  the  trace  next  to  the 
spinner  was  rather  frayed,  which  was  the  only 
damage  the  tackle  sustained.  This  strand  of  gut  I 
cut  out  of  the  trace,  but  it  is  too  indistinct  to  be 
shown  in  the  case  with  the  fish. 

The  fish  was  set  up  by  Mr.  Steel,  taxidermist,  of 
Liverpool,  and  I  send  you  a  photo  as  it  now 
appears. — Yours  truly,  James  R.  Hill. 

Keswick,  January,  1906. 

P.S. — This  pike  was  caught  with  minnow  on  a 
No.  3  Perfection  Holdfast  Spinner  and  a  single  gut 
trace  of  ordinary  lake  trout  gut.  The  last  strand 
of  gut  in  the  trace  next  to  the  spinner  is  shown  in 
the  case  with  the  fish.  Length,  43in.  ;  girth,  20in.  ; 
weight  when  first  landed,  231b. ;  weight  in  Kes- 
wiclc,  22Jlb.    Played  for  thirty-five  minutes. 

[The  fact  that  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  is  over  seventy  and 
partly  paralysed  adds  much  to  his  achievement. — 
Ed.] 


GOOD  AVON  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  herewith  a  small  photo 
of  a  catch  of  perch  which  I  took  recently  (September) 
whilst  pike  fishing  on  the  Hampshire  Avon  near 
Ringwood.  The  smallest  perch  was  I  lb.  8oz.,  and 
the  largest  (next  to  the  pike)  SJlb.  These  were  all 
caught  before  lunch  time  in  a  couple  of  hours,  and 
were  taken  with  a  very  large  silver  spoon-bait  with 
red  and  gold  tassel. — Yours  truly,  G.  Gadd.  ^ 

Derby. 

[The  photograph  does  not  show  the  fish  very 
well,  but  it  is  easy  to  see  Mr.  Gadd  had  a  nice 
basket.— Ed.O 


•  ROCK  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  correspondent, 
"  Lichen  Grey,"  to  know  that  several  years  ago, 
while  living  on  the  south-west  coast,  I  have  hooked 
and  hauled  on  board  garfish  while  railing  for 
mackerel ;  I  was  towing  a  single  hook  baby  spinner 
on  which  was  a  mackerel  laste.  Also  last  September, 
while  railing  under  oars  for  mackerel,  my  wife,  who 
was  doing  the  fishing,  hooked  and  hauled  on  board 
a  garfish  eighteen  inches  long ;  the  gear  used  was 
just  the  same,  and  the  garfish  was  hooked  in  the 
upper  or  short  jaw.  I  may  add  this  last  fish  was 
caught  outside  Shoreham  Harbour. — Yours  truly, 
W.  Hugh  Berners. 


AT  "THE  GREEN,"  BANBURY. 

Dear  Sir,  —  A  correspondent  who  dated  his 
letter  (which  you  kindly  forwarded  to  me,  in  Edin- 
burgh) from  "  The  Green,"  Banbury,  may  wonder 
why  I  have  taken  no  notice  of  his  kind  and 
courteous  communication.  The  fact  is  that  his 
letter  got  mislaid,  and  so,  strange  to  say,  though  I 
can  recall  his  address,  his  name  escapes  my  memory 
entirely. 

I  thank  him  for  what  he  was  good  enough  to  say 
of  a  certain  contribution  of  mine,  to  this  journal, 
and  I  beg  to  add  that,  if  he  forwards  another  letter 
to  the  Editor, •!  shall  be  glad  to  reply  to  his  address, 
in  due  course.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  IN  THE  NORFOLK  BROADS. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  oblige  me  by  giving  me  information  re  the 
Norfolk  Broads — where  is  there  good  pike  fishing  ? 
And  also  as  to  where  there  is  a  pla«e  (farm  pre- 
ferred) where  you  can  receive  attention  for  a 
reasonable  sum  per  week  (£1)  ? 

Never  having  been  on  the  Broads,  of  course  I  am 
rather  at  a  loss  to  know  quite  how  to  go  about 
there.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.  —  Yours 
truly,  J.  Jarvis-Blayney. 


" BULLDOG ' 


SCISSORS  AND  DADDY- 
LONG-LEGS. 


Dear  Sib, — A  short  time  ago  I  saw  in  your 
Fishing  Oazette  an  advertisement  of  "Bulldog" 
scissors  to  sell  for  fly  fishers  that  would  go  into 
your  pocket  without  making  their  way  through. 
Will  or  can  you  in  your  next  issue  give  me  the 
address  ?  also  if  I  can,  and  where,  get  a  Jenny 
Spinner  (Daddy-long-legs)  upon  an  eyed  hook.  I 
have  sent  for  some,  but  they  are  not  the  Daddy- 
long-legs. — Yours  truly,  T.  Bailey. 

Southport. 

P.S. — I  should  like  them  to  be  floating  flies. 

[The  "Bulldog"  scissors  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  J.  Hobson,  gun  maker,  Leamington. — Ed.] 

A.  SMITH'S  "THAMES  ANGLER." 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  where  I  could  obtain  a  cheap  copy  of  a 
little  book  called  the  "Thames  Angler,"  written, 
I  think,  by  a  brother  of  the  late  Albert  Smith  ? 

I  am  anticipating,  through  my  publishers,  bring- 
ing out  an  anglers'  illustrated  alphabet,  and  the 
alphabet  I  want  to  use  is  contained  in  a  poem  in 
the  aforementioned  book.  If  the  book  is  not 
obtainable,  I  wonder  whether  any  kind  angler  who 
has  one  in  his  possession  would  send  me  a  copy  of 
the  poem  and  the  date  of  the  book  ? — Thanking 
you  m  anticipation,  yours  truly, 

1,  Prospect-place,       Sydney  Aldridoe. 

Portsmouth  Road,  Surbiton. 

[Arthur  Smith's  "Thames  Angler"  was  published 
in  I860.— Ed.] 

(Several  letters  a/re  wnavoidahVy  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  and  the  "Fishing 
Gazette." 

T  WAS  astonished  to  hear  the  other  day  that  the 
Fishing  GazHte  "was  owned,  or  to  a  large  extent 
owned,  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick. 
It  is  due  to  Messrs.  Hardy  and  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  state  as  emphatically  as  possible  that  neither 
Messrs.  Hardy  nor  any  other  fishing  tackle  house 
has,  or  ever  bad,  a  single  penny  invested  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 


A  Note  from  Dr.  Heintz  about  "Mars  Oil." 

Two  or  three  years  ago  some  angler  'wrote  to  me 
to  know  where  "Mars  Oel,"  or  Mars  Oil,  could  be 
obtained,  and  there  was  some  reference  to  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  W.  D. 
Cogge.?hall,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who  takes  so 
much  interest  in  the  latest  improvements  in  rods, 
reels,  lines,  etc.,  called  on  m3  and  said :  "  I  sea  there 
has  been  some  talk  about  '  Mars  Oel '  in  your  paper ; 
here  is  a  tin  of  it  for  you  to  experiment  .with,  I 
believe  it  is  first-rate  stuff  for  all  kinds  of  leather, 
but  I  cannot  say  how  it  will  answer  on  dressed 
lines."  Mr.  C.  added,  or  I  understood  him  to  add, 
that  it  had  a  smell  or  odour  enough  to  knock  your 
head  off.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  got  such  a  prejudice 
against  the  stuff  that  I  never  even  took  the  cork 
out,  for  I  dislike  u.sing  on  my  line  or  tackle  anything 
with  an  ancient  and  fish-like  smell  about  it. 
Mabs  Oil  Not  Unpleasant. 

Recently  I  received  another  sample  of  Mars  Oil, 
kindly  sent  with  the  following  note  by  Dr  Karl 
Heintz,  president  of  the  Munich  Anglers'  Club, 
and  author  of  one  of  the  best  and  most  practical 
books  on  angling  ever  written,  "iVngelsport  im 
8iis8wasser."  *  The  doctor,  who  is  a  first-rate 
angler,  writes  : — 

"  Dbak  Mb.  Maeston,— As  I  am  back  from  the 
Tyrol,  kindly  have  my  Fishing  Gazette,  which  I 

*  "Angelsport  im  Siisswas.ser "  ("Angling  in 
Fresh  Water ").  Fully  illustrated.  Published  by 
R,  Ouldenbourg,  of  Mimich. 


always  road  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  sent  to  me 
to  Munich.  Unfavourable  weather  spoiled  fishing 
all  last  summer  and  autumn,  and  now  (Dec.  .3)  the 
rivers  are  too  high  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
falls  of  snow  in  the  Alps,  which  began  as  early  as 
October.  As  a  consequence,  huchen  fishing  has 
hardly  begun  yet,  whereas  in  other  years  it  fs  in 
full  swing  in  November.  My  sport  has  been  poor, 
and  I  have  nothing  special  to  tell  you.  The  only 
thing  that  will  perhaps  interest  you  is  that  I  have 
had  some  very  satisfactory  experiences  with  '  Mars 
Oel,'  of  which  I  have  ordered  a  sample  to  be  sent 
to  you." 

Maks  Oil  Fibst-eate  for  Dressed  and 
Undressed  Lines. 

Dr.  Heintz  continues :  "  Mars  Oil  has  long  been 
known  as  the  best  dressing  for  leather  of  all  kinds, 
boots,  straps,  etc.  (see  my  book,  p.  81);  and  I 
have  this  season  found  it  a  first-rate  preparation 
for  preserving  and  waterproofing  dressed  and  un- 
dressed fishing  lines.  I  have  had  no  personal 
experience  with  '  Gishurstine,'  wiiich  I  see  often 
referred  to  in  your  paper  ;  but  noted  you  mention 
that  it  leaves  an  oily  scum  on  the  water  after  the 
first  few  casts,  from  which  I  judge  that  it  is  at  any 
rate  partly  dissolved  by  the  water,  which  I  have 
never  found  to  be  the  ease  with  Mars  Oil."  * 

How  Dr.  Heintz  Oils  his  Line. 

"I  simply  pour  a  few  drops  of  the  Mars  Oil  on 
to  my  line  wound  on  the  winch,  and  work  it  all 
over  with  my  fingers  a  day  or  two  before  I  am 
going  fiohing.  This  gives  the  oil  time  to  penetrate 
to  every  part  of  the  line.  The  effect  is  that  ths 
line  will  no  longer  absorb  water,  and  even 
after  days  of  use  comes  on  to  the  reel 
as  you  wind  in  after  a  cast  as  good  as  dry 
[soriel  wie  trocTceii).  I  used  previously  to  find 
it  very  unpleasant  to  have  the  hands  always  wet 
from  the  water  sucked  up  by  the  line,  which  in 
frosty  weather  also  froze  in  the  rings.  The  Mars 
Oil  entirely  does  away  with  these  drawbacks.  The 
oil  clings  so  closely  and  for  such  a  time  to  the  line 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  occasionally  re-oil  the 
last  few  yards,  which  are  imder  water  much  more 
than  the  rest.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  line 
must  not  be  waxed  previously,  as  the  oil  will 
dissolve  it  into  a  greasy  mess.  It  would  be  very 
interesting  if  you  would  give  the  Mars  Oil  a  trial 
on  your  reel  line,  and  see  how  it  compares  with 
'  Gishurst:ne.'  " 

What  Mars  Oil  is  Used  For,  and  V/here 
Obtainable. 

Breuer's  "Original  Mars  Oil"  appears  to  be  a 
patented  proprietary  article  sold  by  Clemens  von 
Trott  &  Co.,  22,  Wilhelmstrasse,  Berlin,  S.W.  It 
has  for  years  been  largely  usei  in  the  German  army 
and  navy  for  preserving  all  kinds  of  leather  work, 
keeping  polished  and  unpolished  arms  and  metal 
work  free  from  rust,  etc  The  advantages  claimed 
for  it  are  remarkable,  certainly.    Here  are  a  few  : 

1.  It  is  an  antiseptic  impregnating  oil,  essentially 
different  from  all  other  leather  oils. 

2.  It  is  free  from  injurious  acids,  mineral  oil, 
vaseline,  resin,  etc.,  has  a  pleasant  smell,  has  no 
sediment,  is  not  liable  to  go  bad,  and  keeps  good  to 
the  last  drop. 

3.  It  opens  the  pores,  and  penetrates  of  itself 
into  the  hardest  leather  ;  does  not  make  the  leather, 
etc.,  greasy,  or  form  dust  or  cake;  makes  leather 
retain  a  velvet-like  softness,  and  proofs  it  against 
even  snow  and  salt  water. 

4.  It  protects  leather  against  damp  and  wet, 
against  mould  and  dirt,  as  well  as  against  heat  and 
dry  rot. 

5.  It  noui'ishes  the  leather,  doubles  its  life,  is 
more  lasting,  effective,  better,  and  cheaper  than 
"Tran  "  (train  oil  =  whale  oil). 

.  6.  It  affords  protection  against  wet  feet. 

7.  It  is  nourishing  for  horses'  hoofs,  promotes 
their  growth,  and  prevents  dry  rot. 

8.  It  is  a  proved  rust  preventer,  and  -will  keep 
steej  and  iron  quite  free  from  rust.  * 

How  TO  Use  It  for  Leather  Goods. 
Mars  Oil  should  be  kept  and  applied  in  a 
moderately  warm  room.    The  leather  to  be  treated 
must  be  thoroughly  dry  inside  and  outside  before 


*  I  certainly  have  noticed  that  some  of  tlie 
excess  of  "  Qi.shurstine  "  comes  off  in  an  oily  scum, 
but  the  more  solid  part  resists  the  water  for  a  long 
time,  and  Mars  Oil  will  have  to  be  very  good  to 
beat  "Gishurstine." — R.  B.  M. 


the  first  application.  Previous  washing  of  the 
leather  is  unnecessary  and  harmful.  Dirt  and 
grease  which  have  caked  on  the  leather  and  cannot 
be  ea'-ijly  brushed  off  are  dissolve!  by  Mars  Oil, 
and  can  then  be  scraped  off.  The  oil  is  applied  to 
the  leather  with  a  brush,  and  Koaks  in  itself. 
liuhhing  in  is  unnecessary.  It  should  be  painted 
on  with  the  brush  two  to  four  times,  according  to 
the  thickness  of  the  leather,  until  the  leather  is 
impregnated,  and  will  not  take  up  anymore.  After 
the  first  application  a  dose  once  in  two  or  three 
months  is  all  that  is  nece.ssary. 

Mars  Oil  does  not  darken  light-coloured  leather. 

Boot  soles  thoroughly  impregnated  with  it  are 
made  denser,  waterproofed  and  preserved  by  it. 

Leather  straps,  etc.,  which  have  lx;en  cemented 
together  .should  only  have  one  slight  coating  of  oil 
once  a  year,  as  if  the  o'l  gets  through  to  the  cement 
it  will  dissolve  it. 

How  to  use  it  for  Metal  to  Prevent  Rust, 
Clean  Gun  Barrels,  etc. 

To  prevent  rust  on  any  kind  of  polished  or  other 
steel,  iron,  nickel,  or  plated  goods,  all  that  is  neces- 
sary is  to  apply  the  thinnest  possible  coating  of 
Mars  Oil,  and  to  wipe  this  off  in  a  day  or  so  with  a 
clean  dry  cloth,  so  as  to  leave  the  m3rest  trace  of 
oil.  For  metal  goods  to  be  exposed  to  sea  voyages 
a  little  thicker  coating  of  oil  can  be  kept  on.  Rust 
can  be  removed  from  metal  by  applying  the  oil, 
letting  it  stand  on  some  time,  and  then  rubbing 
well  with  a  dry  cloth,  the  oil  loosens  the  rust. 
Mars  Oil  neutralises  the  dirty  residue  left  in  rifle 
and  gun  barrels  after  shooting  with  nitro  powders, 
breaks  it  up  and  permits  its  easy  removal  with  the 
cleaning  rod  and  brush,  it  also  prevents  rust  both 
inside  and  outside  the  barrel.  It  is  not  suitable  for 
the  lock  parts.  Highly  polished  metal  is  not  in  the 
least  dulled  by  this  oil,  because,  contrary  to  the 
action  of  other  rust  preventers,  it  does  not  form  the 
usual  coating  which  dulls  the  polish.  All  that  is 
required  is  to  pass  a  slightly  oiled  rag  over  the  sur- 
face, so  as  to  leave  an  almost  invisible  trace  of  it — • 
a  mere  breath  on  the  surface  to  prevent  rust 
forming. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  rubber  goods  must 
not  be  oiled. 

Rubbing  it  In. 

I  never  intended  when  I  began  translating  this 
account  of  the  wonderful  virtues  of  "  Mars  Oil  "  to 
give  my  readers  such  a  dose  of  it !  but  Mr.  Cogges- 
hall,  who  knows  its  great  reputation,  recommended 
it  so  strongly  that  I  shall  not  apologise  for  rubbing 
it  in,  as  I  hope  some  of  our  enterprising  fishing 
tackle  makers  will  stock  it ;  they  are  quite  at 
liberty  to  use  my  translation  in  any  printed  circulars 
about  it  if  they  care  to  do  so.  It  is  not  expensive. 
A  tin  flask  holding  one  liter  (  =  1-76  pints,  ot  nearly 
a  quart)  retails  in  Germany,  I  see,  for  2s.  6d.,  and 
smaller  flasks  at  Is.  6d.,  9d.,  and  6d.  each,  with 
screw  metal  top  and  brush.  'It  is  also  sold  in  jelly 
form  in  tubes  at  a  few  psnce.  I  have  dosed  a  new 
Malloch  "Kingfisher"  dressed  pike  line  with  it,  and 
hope  to  try  it  on  Wednesday,  when  I  am  going  after 
another  301b. 'er  in  Mr.  Pine's  capital  company.  I 
wonder  why  it  should  not  be  used  on  gun  locks  ? 
I  put  some  on  the  works  of  my  Nottingham  reel 
before  reading  the  directions  ;  if  I  lose  that  30lb.'er, , 
it  will  be  a  new  excuse,  anyway.  The  trade  mark 
is  a  full-length  figure  of  the  war  god  Mars  equipped 
for  the  fray. 

Big  Pike— This  Offer  still  Holds  Good. 

This  note  appeared  in  an  Irish  paper  in  1903  : — 
"PIKE  OVER  FIFTY  POUND.S  WEIGHT. 
"  To  the  tidi  tor  '  Constabulary  Gazette.'' 

"Dear  Sib, — ^When  I  was  salmon  fishing  in 
Ireland  some  years  ago  I  heard  many  stories  of 
great  Irish  pike,  but  the  best  fish  I  have  ever  seen 
was  under  40lb. 

"As  I  know  many  of  your  readers  are  anglers, 
will  you  allow  me  to  mention  that  I  will  give  a 
prize  of  Ten  Pounds  sterling  and  6d.  per  lb.  weight 
of  the  fish  as  well  for  the  first  Irish  pike  sent  to 
me  which  actually  weighs  fifty  pounds  Avoirdupois. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  any  of  your  readers  who 
may  catch  such  a  grand  pike  particulars  as  to  how- 
it  should  be  sent  if  they  will  write  to  me  beforehand. 
— Yours  faithfully,  "  R.  B.  Marston, 

'-'Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 

"St.  Dunstan's  House. 
" Fetter-lane,  London,''  * 

R.  B.  Marston, 
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TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  KESWICK. 

Theke  is  no  improvement  in  the  rivers  near 
Keswick  since  my  report  to  you  in  1897.  The 
mine  at  Threlkeld  stopped  working  about  two 
years  ago,  and  soon  more  fish  were  seen  in  the 
Greta.  Anglers  were  hopefully  looking  forward  to 
the  Greta  and  Derwent  fishing  as  well  as  formerly, 
but  last  October  pumping  operations  were  again 


St.  John's,  a  distance  of  some  four  miles,  where  it 
meets  a  stream  of  nearly  the  same  volume  from 
Threlkeld,  and  forms  the  Greta.  A  nhort  portion 
of  the  stream,  from  the  lake  to  Mill  Ghyll,  belongs 
to  the  Corporation  of  Manchester ;  from  thence  it 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Dei  went  Fishery  Board, 
by  whom  licences  are  granted  at  a  small  cost. 
This  stream  holds  good  tiout,  and  if  conditions  are 
favourable  fairly  good  catches  are  made.    Can  be 
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begun  to  clear  the  mine  for  the  renewal  of  work, 
so  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  any  improvement 
in  thess  two  main  streams  at  present. 

Thirlmere,  distant  from  Kesw  ck  five  miles,  on 
the  coach  road  to  and  from  Ambleside  and  Win- 
dermere. This  water  has  not  baen  much  fished  for 
some  years,  and  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  pike, 
and  perch.  Inns  :  King's  Head,  Thirlspot ;  Nag's 
Head,  Wythburn ;  or  private  apartments  can  be 


fished  from  Keswick,  or  apartments  can  be  had  at 
the  farmhouses  in  tue  va'e. 

The  Greta. — This  fine  trout  stream,  whi.;h 
formerly  yielded  many  fish,  ha^  fished  badly  ever 
since  the  miae  at  Threlkeld  began  working  more 
than  a  score  years  s'nce.  Two  years  ago  the 
work  at  the  mine  was  stopped,  and  the  river  began 
to  improve,  but  since  last  October  the  pumping 
has  been  resumed,  and  no  improvement  in  this 
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had  at  Dale  Hpad.  Photo  No.  1  shows  the  end  of 
lake  to  the  north,  with  embankment  ;  photo  No.  2 
is  a  near  view  of  the  embankment.  Since  these 
jjhotos  were  taken  the  water  ha^  been  raised,  and 
the  lake  is  some  three  or  four  fathoms  deeper. 
Permission  to  fisli  must  be  obtained  from  the 
Corporation  of  Manchester,  to  whom  the  lake 
belongs. 

The  Beure,  or  locally  known  as  St.  John's  Beclc, 
flows  out  of  Thirlmere  Lake  through  the  'V^ale  of 


stream  is  now  likely.  The  Greta  falls  into  the 
Derwent  a  little  less  than  a  mile  below  Keswick, 
and  in  this  portion  of  th^  Derwent,  from  Portin- 
scale  to  Basaenthwaite  Lake,  a  distance  of  nearly 
three  miles,  some  good  trout  are  still  got,  though 
the  yield  of  fish  is  far  less  than  it  was  formerly. 

Fowc  Beck. — This  little  stream,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  Keswick  on  the  Cockermouth 
road,  fishes  very  well  when  there  is  plenty  of 
water.    The  angler  should  follow  the  stream  up 


unf.l  the  pools  are  reached  before  beginning  to 
lish. 

The  Derwent  rises  in  Borrowdale,  through  which 
it  flows,  receiving  the  water  from  the  Langstrath 
at  Stoncthwaite,  flowing  thence  through  Ros- 
thwaite  and  Grange,  falling  into  Lake  Derwent- 
water  near  Lodore.  This  portion  of  the  Derwent 
fishes  well  when  there  is  plenty  of  water,  but  a 
year  seldom  pas.ses  without  a  visit  from  the  poach- 
ing fraternity,  and  as  this  is  the  main  spawning 
ground  for  the  lake  trout,  the  injury  done  is  great. 
Hotels:  Lodore,  three  miles ;  Borrowdale,  three 
and  a  half  miles;  and  Scawfell  at  Ro.5thwaite,  six 
miles  from  Keswick  ;  also  private  apartments  at 
various  places  up  the  dale. 

Lake  Derwcidivater. — It  is  somewhere  about 
forty  years  since  the  Lite  Frank  Buckland  visited 
this  neighbourhood  ;  after  inspecting  thi.s  lake  and 
adjoining  streams,  h  -  wrote  thus :  "  I  have  inspected 
the  finest  fish  farm  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions." 
At  that  time  the  lake  was  heavily  stocked  with 
trout  and  pike,  and  fished  well  for  many  years ; 
about  fifteen  years  ago  the  number  of  fish  declined 
gradually,  until  within  the  lost  seven  years  the 
decline  in  the  number  of  fi^h  taken  has  been  very 
rapid,  and  if  it  continues  in  the  same  ratio,  it  is 
quite  likely  this  game  trout  (ferox)  will  become 
extinct  in  this  water.  Money  has  been  liberally 
subscribed,  and  the,  Keswick  Angling  Association 
have  endeavoured  to  restock  the  lake  with  trout, 
but  the  methods  a  lopted  have  entirely  failed.  I  he 
pike,  which  were  formerly  numerous  in  this  water, 
have  been  fished  down  with  trimmers  for  soms 
years,  and  the  Angling  AsBociif.on  have  further 
reduced  them  by  netting  for  several  seasons,  so  that 
the  pike  is  now  scarce,  as  well  as  the  trout.  The 
outlook  for  the  trout  and  pike  angler  in  this  water 
is  very  discouraging.  Perch  are  very  plentiful ; 
one  day  last  summer  two  rods  took  371b.  in  six  or 
seven  hours'  fishing,  several  fis:i  were  upwards  of 
1  lb.  weight. 

BaHscnthwaite  Lake. — This  water,  for  years  noted 
for  its  pike,  is  not  nearly  so  much  fished  as  Der- 
wentwater,  and  although  it  is  impregnated  with  the 
mine  water,  it  has  fished  far  better  thm  Derwent- 
water  of  late  years,  for  both  trout  and  pike ;  perch 
also  are  very  numerous.  Anglers  will  find  accom- 
modation, boat,  and  licences  with  Mr.  Robertson, 
Swan  Inn,  Thornthwaite,  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
Braithwaite  Station,  or  Pheasant,  near  to  Bassen- 
thwaite  Lake  Station,  on  the  Cockermouth,  Kes- 
wick, and  Penrith  line. 

The  fly  fishing  season  on  these  two  lakes  is  of 
short  duration,  beginning  (in  mild  weather)  end  of 
March  or  early  in  April  on  to  early  in  May ;  then 
for  about  a  fortnight  before  the  Green  Drake 
makes  its  appearance  the  fly  is  of  little  use.  The 
Drake  will  fish  for  nearly  three  weeks  as  a  rule, 
but  it  is  over  about  June  10  at  latest  on  Derwent- 
water.  Bassenthwaite  fishes  one  week  later,  say, 
until  June  16. 

Derwent  Fishery  Board's  licence  for  these  waters 
is,  for  the  season,  .5s.  for  each  rod  ;  for  one  month, 
2s.  6d.  for  each  rod.  Association :  season,  2s.  6d. ; 
one  month,  Is.  Season  from  March  11  until 
Sept.  14.  Licences  in  Keswick  are  issued  by  Mr. 
Hy.  Mayson,  Lake-road.  Licences  at  Bassen- 
thwaite  can  be  got  at  both  Swan  and  Pheasant 
inns.    Boats  at  both  places.  J.  R.  H. 

Keswick,  Jan.  9. 


A  NOTE  ON  THE  ITHON. 


I  STARTED  this  morning  (Feb.  16, 1905).  It  seems 
early,  but  the  river  is  an  early  one,  and  my  hopes 
were  further  buoyed  up  by  the  last  few  days  of  genial 
weather.  The  river  was  very  low  for  the  time  of 
year,  so  I  rigged  up  a  rather  fine  cast,  having  as 
tail  fly  a  March  Brown,  fii-st  dropper  a  claret-bodied 
Blue,  and  second  dropper  a  February  Red,  all  on 
No.  2  hooks.  I  relied  upon  this  combination  to 
lure  the  gamy  little  trout  of  this  river. 

The  sun  peeps  out  at  intervals,  giving  welcome 
gleams  of  sunshine.  I  set  to  work  and  fished 
up  the  most  promising  length,  but  without  suc- 
cess. I  was  not  discouraged,  and  fished  the  length 
down,  but  with  the  same  result.  I  next  crossed 
the  bridge,  and  walked  up  the  opposite  side  to  the 
one  I  had  already  fished,  casting  where  the  bushes 
allowed  as  I  wended  mj^  way  up  stream.  I  am 
about  to  return — but  what  was  that  ?  Surely  a 
fish  had  risen,  leaving  on  the  tail  of  the  pool  broaden- 
ng  rings  as  a  key  to  his  whereabouts.    I  covered 
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the  spot,  the  flies  sweep  over,  but  he  takes  no 
notice.  I  cast  again,  and  this  time  I  am  rewarded 
by  a  tug.  followed  by  the  rushes  of  a  trout  making 
its  last  fight,  and  after  a  few  more  attempts  to 
regain  its  liberty,  I  slipped  the  net  under  a  nice 
little  fish  of  eight  inches.  Every  trout  fisher  has 
experienced  the  pleasure  of  taking  the  first  trout 
of  the  season. 

I  next  tried  down  stream  below  the  old  bridge, 
and  picked  up  three  trout,  one  to  the  March 
Brown  and  two  to  the  February  Red,  and  soon 
after  I  got  two  more  on  the  March  Brown,  making 
a  total  of  six,  all  about  the  same  size  (eight  to 
nine  inches).  The  size  seems  small,  but  it  is 
imusual  to  get  anything  over  half  a  pound, 
though  I  did  get  two  over  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  last  season.  Febritary  Red. 


"WHAT  WAS  THE  LUEE?" 


A  TRUE  YARN. 

So  when  the  table-cloth  had  been  removed. 
And  we  had  drawn  in  cosy  circle  round 
The  glowing  embers,  watching  lazily 
The  upward-curling  incense  of  our  pipes, 
'Twas  thas  our  host  began:  "Long  years  ago, 
Before  this  modern  cult  {or  devil's  craze) 
Of  scientific  drj'-fly  had  bewitched 
Our  English  trout  and  taught  them  to  reject 
The  sunk  ephemeral,  e'en  rightly  placed. 
In  this  same  stream  that  we  to-day  have  fished 
There  dwelt  an  ancient  trout  of  portly  girth 
With  spots  as  large  as  pennies  on  his  flanks — 
Or  so  iiD  agination  seemed  to  paint 
His  giant  speckles,  as  he  slowly  cruised 
In  search  of  food  beneath  the  Miller's  Bridge, 
A  solitary  patriarch  of  trout. 
The  squire,  parson,  doctor,  each  had  sworn 
To  capture  him  or  perish  in  th'  attempt; 
But  still  he  lay  secure  ;  and  ev'ry  spring 
Found  him  below  the  same  old  sunken  piles. 
Flies  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  worms  and  frogs. 
And  all  the  wondrous  baits  that  shops  display 
To  tempt  the  eyes  of  fishermen  (not  fish) — 
AW  had  been  tried  in  vain.  Contemptuous, 
The  trout  refused  our  daintiest  of  flies, 
Ignored  our  baits  with  scornful  eyes  askance. 
So  time  went  on  till  to  the  village  came 
A  crafty  Southron,  who  one  summer's  eve 
Crept  to  the  bridge  ;  and,  searching  for  the  lair 
Where  lay  the  fish  unconscious  of  his  doom. 
He  deftly  threw  his  line  with  skill  exact 
Above  the  eddy.    Slowly  flowed  the  stream. 
And  seconds  seemed  like  hours  till  the  lure 
Floated  a-down  within  the  big  trout's  ken. 
A  flicker  of  the  tail,  a  quiet  suck — 
Most  like  the  gentle  drawing  of  a  cork — 
And,  lo!  the  barb  is  firmly  djiven  home. 
One  madden'd  plunge ;  then,  tearing  through  the 
bridge. 

The  fish  essayed  to  foul  the  ancient  piles 
That  guarded  up  to  now  his  snug  retreat. 
But  pressure  of  the  rod  was  brought  to  bear 
.Just  in  the  nick  of  time ;  and  sulkily 
The  trout  obeyed  the  pressure.    Inch  by  inch 
He  gave  ;  then  tried  each  artifice  of  play — 
Two  rapid  leaps,  then  sulks,  then  leaps  again — 
But  all  in  vain  !    The  Southron  reeled  him  in 
With  steady  hand,  and,  ever  reeling,  brought 
His  conquered  victim  to  the  landing-net. 

*  *  *  *  ^, 

The  fish  weighed  five  pounds,  or  a  trifle  more." 
"  It  weighed  but  four,  when  last  I  heard  the 
yam 

In  May  or  June,"  a  surly  voice  broke  in — 
The  voice  b*;longing  to  a  luckless  wight 
Who'd  flogged  the  stream  all  day  with  ill  success. 
"Four  pounds  or  five— what  matters  it  to  us? 
What  was  the  lure  ?     we  cry.    Our  host  replies : 
'I  must  decline  to  give  the  sbow.away!'! 

— R.  A.  G.  F. 


THE  MAEKING  OF  SALMON. 


Having  been  constantly  asked  how  kelt  salmon 
are  marked,  and  thinking  some  roidens  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  may  not  have  read  the  articles 
already  given  in  that  valuable  journal  upon  this 
interesting  subject,  I  venture  to  again  go  over  the 
same  ground,  and  give  a  small  illustration  of  an 
actual  marked  hen  fish,  101b.  weight  and  2ft.  lOin. 
in  length.  I  took  her  out  for  a  short  stroll  on  the 
bank  on  March  20.  1905,  and  o.lso  took  the  liberty  of 
measuring  her  waist,  height,  and  weighing  the  lady. 

The  label  do?s  not  show  very  clearly  in  tne 
illustration,  though  in  the  photograph  sent  up  it 
was  quite  plainly  visible.  In  the  back  fin,  just 
beneath  the  most  clearly  defined  spine,  it  is  still 
to  be  seen,  though  it  is  rather  indistinct,  like  the 
heads  that  have  to  be  found  in  the  picture  puzzles 
in  crackers. 

The  numbar  on  the  label  is  W280,j,  and  I  only 
hope  she  has  ere  now  either  put  up  a  good  fight 
under  a  rod  point  or  else  been  very  successful  on 
some  spawning  bed  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Lune. 

I  only  took  five  labels  out  with  mc  that  morning, 
and  had  used  them  all  up  by  12.30,  the  last  fish 
being  a  very  handsome  one  of  15|lb.,  3ft.  2in.  long, 
bright  as  silver,  without  a  scale  displaced.  I  lifted 
a  gill  cover  to  show  an  onlooker  what  was  to  be 
seen  !    Then  after  due  attention,  in  she  went  again. 

The  story  goes  round  here  that  a  wsll-known 
salmon  fishgr  tethered  one  of  the5e  well-mended 
kelts  by  the  tail  to  a  post  in  the  wat«r.  I  asked 
my  informant  why  ?  The  reply  was,  "  In  case  he 
should  not  get  a  better  one  that  day."  What  the 
eye  does  not  see  the  heart  does  not  grieve,  and 
no  doubt  manj'  and  many  a  well-mended  kelt  finds 
its  way  to  the  pot  without  its  visit  to  the  cleansing 
sea.    I  have  been  assured  that  a  little  salt  and 
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water  will  cleanse  the  gills  by  destroying  the 
maggots,  and  that  they  are  hard  to  tell  from 
"  right  'uns."  Thank  God !  I  have  never  had 
occasion  to  try  one  that  I  know  of,  but  did  we 
know  all  that  was  to  be  known  about  our  food  and 
where  it  came  from  many  digestions  would  be 
interfered  with. 

When  setting  out  on  a  kelt  marking  expedition, 
I  see  that  my  labels  are  wrapped  up  separately  in 
a  piece  of  paper  about  2^in.  to  Sin.  square,  on 
which  is  written  the  letter  and  number  of  the  label 
inside.  When  the  fish  is  finally  tailed,  or  landed 
in  a  net,  it  is  important  that  succeeding  operations 
should  be  quickly  performed.  Measure,  attach 
label,  making  holes  through  the  base  of  the  fin  for 
the  wires  to  go  through  with  a  pricker  first,  as  it  is 
very  tough  material.  I  use  my  pipe  pricker  in  my 
knife.  Insert  wires  through  holes,  twist  together, 
and  turn  the  twisted  ends  towards  the  tail  as  close  to 
fin  as  possible.  Lastly,  weigh  when  the  fish  is  quiet 
and  not  so  likely  to  struggle,  and  be  careful  not  to 
make  it  bleed  at  all.  It  is  most  important  to  return 
it  gently  to  the  water,  and  put  it  in  a  quiet  place 
with  its  head  to  the  stream.  Generally  this  can 
be  done  without  going  far,  but  I  always  think  they 
get  their  wind  better  in  flowing  water  than  in 
dead  calm.  Air-bells  will  rise  for  a  few  minutes. 
A  touch  on  the  tail  will  make  them  show  signs  of 
life  and  move  off  in  about  two  minutes,  but  give 
them  time,  seven  or  eight  minutes  quite,  as  they 
will  probably  sheer  away  into  a  bad  place,  and 
being  exhausted  not  keep  head  upstream. 

Then  enter  figures  on  the  now  empty  numbered 
paper,  which  fold  up  and  put  in  a  separate  vest 
pocket  from  the  others,  and  when  you  get  home 
enter  up  the  day's  business  done  in  the  form 
supplied  with  the  labels  (free)  from  the  clerk  to 
the  conservators.  I/t  is  good  exercise  when  trout 
are  soft  and  on  the  convalesce. 

Oliver  Procter. 


SIMPLE  DYES  FOR  GUT. 


During  the  winter  months,  when  anglers  have 
some  spare  time  at  their  disposal,  a  pleasant  occu- 
pation may  bo  found  in  the  somewhat  interesting 
process  of  staining  gut  to  suit  the  many  varied 
conditions  of  fishing,  both  in  salt  and  fresh  water, 
whether  chiar  or  colourcti,  and  the  following  par- 
ticulars will,  I  think,  be  appreciated  by  your 
numerotft  readers  and  fishermen  generally. 

For  some  years  1  have  experimented  with 
Stephen's  ink,  chicory,  tea,  and  coffee  as  medium 
tints,  but  of  late  years  have  found  the  most 
economic  and  best  of  all  to  be  the  penny  "  Dolly 
Tints,"  if  du3  care  and  attention  be  given  in  their 
manipulation.  These  specialities  may  be  procured 
of  any  stores  and  large  grocers,  the  most  serviceable 
colours  being  amber,  old  gold,  pea  green,  vert 
green,  blue  and  red,  with  power  to  add  to  their 
number,  as  the  companies'  prospectus  circulars  say. 

Handy  for  use  will  be  found  glass  jars  when  the 
pickles  and  jam  have  been  duly  disposed  of,  the 
tints  being  mixed  in  japanned  tin  with  very  hot 
water,  and  after  use  corked  up  to  prevent  any  dust 
or  an  accumulation  of  scum  forming  on  the  surface. 
Hanks,  or  half  hanks,  or  lesser  portions  of  gut 
being  procured  of  various  strengths  from  any 
of  the  numerous  firms  which  advertise  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  they  should  be  first  dyed  and 
then  tied  or  plaited  if  very  strong  collars  are 
required,  and  then,  after  being  soaked  in  warm 
water,  tied  up  with  care.  The  knots  can  be  cut 
very  close,  but  the  end  of  each  strand  where 
knotted  should  be  pulled  quite  close  with  pliers, 
and  then  there  is  no  danger  of  the  annoyance  of 
losing  a  good  fish. 

To  decide  and  accurately  obtain  a  special  tint 
required,  some  green  weeds,  or  brown  ones,  as  the 
case  may  be,  should  be  put  in  *  bottle  of  clear 
water  and  the  stained  gut  dropped  in,  and  a  most 
accurate  resemblance  in  colour  is  thus  obtained.  If 
collars  for  flood  and  coloured  water  are  necessary 
amber  tint  will  produce  this,  and  if  wanted  for  use 
in  salt  water,  where  a  brownish,  sand,  red,  or  silver 
is  required,  old  gold  tint  and  red  will  make  up  very 
useful  and  varied  shades  of  colour. 

Gut  collars  plaited  while  the  gut  is  wet  and 
pliable  are  very  handy  for  heavy  fish,  such  as  bass, 
large  pike,  or  pollack,  etc.  ;  and  if  this  process  is 
found  to  take  up  too  much  time,  then  three  to  six 
strands  may  be  twisted  by  tying  the  strands  in  a 
knot  one  end  and  placing  the  loose  ends  in  the  left 
hand  between  separate  fingers,  and  working  round 
the  knotted  end  with  the  thumb  and  first  finger  of 
the  right  hand.  The  latter  is  a  quick  way,  and 
with  but  little  practice  soon  acquired,  and  well 
repays  the  operator. 

Green  tints  are  very  useful,  too,  and  in  ponds 
for  carp  and  tench  fishing,  if  tried  when  the  fish 
are  shy  (and  when  are  the  first-named  not  so  ?), 
will  rather  surprise  those  who  adopt  these  tactics  ; 
while  for  sea  fishing  off  rocks,  or  where  the  detested 
seaweed  is  in  evidence,  they  are  also  worth  a  trial. 

The  various  shades  of  blue,  from  a  light  sky-blue 
to  an  intense  shade  of  that  colour,  for  every  kind 
of  fresh  and  salt  water,  are  worthy  of  attention; 
and  for  dark  water  and  shade  fishing,  if  I  may 
coin  an  expression,  I  have  upon  many  occasions 
proved  their  efficacy. 

To  make  the  whole  complete,  hooks  to  gut 
would,  of  course,  be  similarly  treated,  or  eyed 
hooks  tied  or  whipped  on  as  one's  inclination 
suggests.  Undressed  silk  lines  can  also  be  tinted 
to  any  colour  required  by  the  same  process,  and  if 
they  are,  the  collars  are  rubbed  witla  vaseline  and 
chamois  leather,  and  after  some  few  hours  lightly 
wiped  off  with  a  clean  cloth  ;  it  will  be  found  that 
the  trouble  taken  will  amply  repay  the  operation 
by  the  good  results  accruing. 

The  most  important  point  of  all  I  mention  last. 
Tha  dyes  in  no  way  injure  the  gut  or  lines,  and  the 
colour  does  not  fade  after  use  in  fresh  wat«r  or 
salt  :  and  if  there  are  any  other  points  which 
anyone  may  wish  to  be  enlightened  upon,  or  more 
clearly  defined,  I  shall  consider  it  a  pleasure  to 
afford  any  information  in  my  power. 

Being  an  angler  of  a  very  pronounced  type  for 
just  half  a  century,  I  shall  feel  very  gratified  if 
these  few  suggestions  prove  of  good  service  to  my 
fellow  anglers,  and  my  best  reward  will  be  to  see 
through  the  columns  of  this  popular  paper  some 
additional  records  of  specimen  fish,  with  an  intima- 
tion which  will  perhaps  infer  that  these  few  practical 
hints  had  just  a  little  bit  to  do  with  it.    J.  A.  K. 
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Saturday,  Nov.  19,  1904. 
The  Momein  left  Bhiinio  for  Mandalay  at  7  a.m. 
Her  passenger  accommodation  wis  similar  to  that 
on  the  Camhay,  but  on  a  much  larger  iscale.  My 
friend  and  I  had  again  to  "  plough  a  lonely  furrow," 
being  the  only  Maloon  passengers.  The  passenger 
season  had  not  commenced,  but  we  were  told  that 
during  the  season  the  boats  were  usually  crowded, 
many  of  the  passengers  being  American  globe  trotters. 
The  scenery  as  we  passed  through  tlu;  Defile  was 
very  fine.  We  called  again  at  Shwegu,  Moda,  and 
Katha,  after  which  we  got  into  a  part  of  the  river 
which  was  new  to  us,  finding  ths  scenery  possessing 
all  the  charm  of  variety  as  before,  some  parts  flat 
in  the  foreground  witli  distant  hills  in  view.  Along 
other  stretches  the  country  was  undulating  and 
often  hilly  down  to  tiio  water's  edge.  At  9  a.m. 
we  tied  up  for  the  night  at  a  place  called  Kyanhuyat. 
The  Irawadi,  though  broad,  has  a  very  narrow 
channel,  the  bed  of  which  is  continually  changing. 
A  number  of  pilots  arc  kept  constantly  at  work 
ascertaining  the  changes  in  the  channel's  course  by 
sounding  and  moving  the  buoys  by  which  the 
steamers  have  to  steer.  When  about  to  pass 
through  a  risky  place,  one  of  these  pilots  has  to  be 
taken  on  board  from  a  riverside  station  to  .see  each 
steamer  through.  Another  danger  to  navigation  is 
the  number  of  timber  rafts  constantly  floating  do\\Ti 
the  river.  Being  unwieldy  and  difficult  to  steer, 
such  craft  are  not  very  good  at  keeping  out  of  the 


market,  which  is  run  entirely  by  women,  who  are 
very  keen  traders.  In  Burma  the  grey  marc  is  the 
better  horse.  All  business  is  done  by  the  women  ; 
the  men  seem  to  take  life  easy,  b3ing  fond  of  amuse- 
ment and  gambling. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  22,  we  left  the  hotel, 
where  we  had  been  very  comfortable,  and  went  on 
board  the  Irawadi  Flotilla  ('ompany's  SS.  China. 
which  M'as  to  sail  next  morning  for  Rangoon.  She 
was  larger  than  the  Momein,  with  similar  accom- 
modation for  passengers.  There  were  about  a  dozen 
first-class  passengers  on  board.  Among  the  stations 
(titled  on  the  way  down  were  Amarapura  and 
Sagaing,  whic^h  we  had  seen  before  ;  Pagan  iind 
Ava,  which  had  in  turn  been  capitals  of  Burma,  but 
are  now  in  ruins  ;  two  new-looking  towns,  one  of 
them  named  Yenangyoung,  which  arc  shipping 
ports  for  petroleum,  brought  down  in  pipes  from 
hills  a  few  miles  away,  which  are  honeycombed  with 
M'cUs  supi)lying  the  oil  in  large  quantities.  Petro- 
leum refuse  left  over  aftt>r  relining  is  largely  used 
on  the  river  steamers  instead  of  coal.  It  is  called 
"  astakte."  The  river,  though  broader  than  it  is 
above  Mand;'Ja.y,  still  has  a  narrow  and  variable 
channel,  and  the  .same  regulations  about  pilotage 
and  tying  up  for  the  night  are  in  force.  On  the 
bottom  are  numbers  of  loo.se  rocks  or  bduldcrs 
which  constantly  topple  over  and  change  their 
position  owing  to  the  sand  on  which  they  lie  bsing 
scoured  away  by  the  current.  This,  of  course, 
makes  the  navigation  more  risky  than  if  the  river 
bed  w?re  composed  of  sand  and  mud  only. 

The  system  of  getting  the  cable  end  ashore  when 
tying  up  is  rather  primitive.  Half  a  dozen  Lascars 
plunge  into  the  writer  and  swim  to  the  bank,  one  of 
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Booms  for  Sea-Ledg-ering"  co«fmW. 

The  Mould  for  Dip-Leads  is  easily  made  for 
conical  sinkc^rs  by  sharpening  a  piece  of  wood  and 
pressing  it  into  a  pot  of  sand  the  required  depth, 
l^se  moulders'  sand  from  a  foundry  if  procurable. 
A  cone  2Jin.  wide  at  the  base  and  3in.  high  will 
weigh  about  'M\>.  ;  one  of  2in.  at  the  l)iiso  and  2^in. 
high  about  211).  A  mould  for  a  ship's  hand-lead 
shape  is  mad:-  by  planing  a  piece  of  wood  with  I.Jin, 
to  each  side  of  a  square,  and  then  taking  off  the 
angles  until  you  have  eight  equal  sides.  One  inch 
at  the  top  should  be  reduced  to  ^in.  thickness, 
which  when  pressed  into  the  sand  will  form  the  top 
for  boring  the  hole  to  sling  it,  for  which  a  bit  of 
stout  upjx'r  leather  is  most  durable.  The  wooden 
model  should  taper  slightly.  Moulds  may  also  be 
made  in  freestone  or  chalk. 

The  Boat-shaped  Rig  (fig.  1).— This  lead  derives 
its  name  from  its  fcn'm,  that  of  a  whaleboat  or 
canoe,  and  is  much  used  on  the  south-west  coa.st  of 
P^ngland  and  elst'where.  The  boat-shaped  sinker 
has  probably  descended  to  us  from  our  Scandinavian 
ancestors,  for  varieties  of  it  Avere  numerous  in  the 
Norwegian,  Swedish,  and  Danish  departments  of  the 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition  of  188.3,  held  at 


Caego  Bo.\t,  Irawadi,  with  a  Flat  attached  to  each  Side. 


Irawadi  Fishino  Boat. 


way.  Our  boat  after  dusk,  before  reaching  the 
tying-up  place,  had  to  use  a  powerful  .searchlight 
while  moving  along  and  sound  a  foghorn.  Soirie- 
times  we  passed  quite  close  to  rafts  which  were 
showing  no  lights.  These  rafts,  which  are  very 
large  in  superficial  area,  are  said  to  take  about  two 
months  getting  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Katha 
to  Rangoon.  Each  of  them  has  a  thatched  hut 
built  on  it  to  shelter  the  crew,  Avho  spend  a  good 
part  of  their  time  fishing.  In  the  case  of  very 
heavy  timber  forming  the  raft,  large  bundles  of 
bamboo  are  lashed  to  it  to  give  it  buoyancy.  Starting 
again  early  on  Sunday  morning,  we  continued  our 
course  down  river,  and  about  10  a.m.  got  into  a 
stretch  called  the  Third  Defile,  in  which  tlie  scenery 
was  beautiful,  but  not  so  bold  and  striking  as  that 
of  the  Second  Defile,  where  the  river  is  narrower 
and  the  banks  more  precipitous.  Wlien  getting 
near  Mandalay,  we  passed  close  to  a  village  noted 
for  its  pottery  works.  Rows  of  earthenware  jars 
were  lying  on  the  river  bank,  some  of  them  shining 
with  a  black  lacquer-like  japanning  on  iron.  The 
jars  are  taken  down  the  river  lashed  together  in 
rafts.  If  one  of  these  rafts  wa.s  to  collide  with  any- 
thing solid,  it  would  be  M-ell  for  the  crew  to  be 
good  swimmers,  as  they  doubtless  are. 

We  reached  Mandalay  about  2.. 30  p.m.  The 
landing  place  is  nearly  three  miles  from  the  town, 
which  distance  we  drove,  and  put  up  at  a  hotel 
called  the  Salween  House.  The  steamer  for  Rangoon 
was  not  to  sail  till  the  following  Wednesday  morning, 
.so  we  had  two  clear  days  to  do  the  sights  of  Man- 
dalay, which  were  the  fort  built  in  I860,  and  since 
the  annexation  in  1885  known  as  Fort  Dufferin  ; 
the  palace,  part  of  which  is  now  the  Upper  Burma 
Club-house  ;  several  pagodas,  and  the  bazaar,  or 


them  holding  a  rope  attached  to  the  cable  end, 
which,  on  reaching  terra  /irmn,  they  haul  in  and 
wind  round  a  large  post  fixed  in  the  bank. 

On  Friday,  Nov.  2.5,  we  called  at  Minhla,  which 
was  a  frontier  town  before  the  annexation  in  1885, 
a,nd  was  the  scene  of  the  first  fight  in  the  war  of 
that  year.  An  old  Burmese  fort  on  the  bank  shows 
marks  of  the  shelling  to  which  it  was  then  subjected. 
For  about  a  hundred  miles  below  Minhla  the  river 
runs  through  a  series  of  hills  clad  with  dense  forests, 
the  scenery  being  similar  to  that  on  the  Rhine  in 
some  of  its  most  picturesque  parts. 

About  5  p.m.  on  Friday  afternoon  we  arrived  f,t 
Prome,  which  is  a  railway  terminus,  and  leaving  the 
ship,  took  the  night  train  for  Rangoon,  reaching 
that  place  at  6.30  a.m.  on  Saturday  morning. 
Having  devoted  Saturday  to  sight  seeing  in  Rangoon, 
we  sailed  on  Sunday,  Nov.  27,  about  II  a.m.,  by  the 
Asiatic  Company's  SS.  Shahzada,  for  Chittagong, 
after  a  river  voyage,  the  pleasure  of  which  I  for  one 
will  never  forget. 

For  any  tourist  who  has  plenty  of  time  to  spare 
and  would  like  tp  try  what  fishing  in  the  Irawadi  is 
like,  .as  well  k,s  to  see  a  good  bit  of  the  country,  the 
best  plan  would  be  to  travel  by  a.n  Ir.awadi  Flotilla 
Company's  cargo  boat.  The  passenger  accommo- 
dation is  said  to  be  very  comfortable,  and  these 
boats  stay  a  good  while  at  all  the  more  important 
river  stations,  which  would  give  one  time  to  walk 
or  drive  some  distance  into  the  country,  also  to  do 
some  fishing  in  the  river.  We  took  tickets  for  our 
trip  from  Messrs.  Thomas  Cook  and  Son,  Rangoon, 
who  were  very  helpful  to  us  in  many  way.-*.  On  our 
way  up,  when  taking  the  train  at  Sagaing,  and  on 
our  way  down  at  Prome,  v,-e  found  they  had  w-ired 
to  engage  sleeping  berths  for  us.  S.  E.  T. 


South  Kensington.  Th-s  form  has  not  been  cho.sen 
without  design.  \  boat  at  anchor  is  liable  to  bo 
moved  to  the  right  or  left  of  a  right  line  by  force 
of  wind  or  stream  of  tide,  and  when  a  lead  is  cast 
overboard  it  is  always  likely  from  this  cause  to  get 
foul  of  the  lines  already  down,  which  hang  imder 
the  boat  at  an  angle  when  the  boat  is  thus  deflected 
from  the  line  of  her  anchor.  The  boat-shaped  lead, 
when  cast  overboard,  as  it  strikes  the  water,  sheers 
out  from  the  side  of  the  boat  from  which  it  is  thro-wn, 
and  consequently  has  a  better  chance  of  avoiding 
the  lines  on  the  other  side  of  the  boat  than  if  U. 
descended  perpendicularly.  In  the  illustration,  fig.  I , 
a  represents  the  lead  with  a  brass  wire  cast  into  it 
projecting  from  both  ends  and  answering  to  the 
bowsprit  and  mizen-boom  of  a  boat,  which  seuvo 
to  keep  snood  and  line  apart  in  descending,  as  in 
the  Dartmouth  Rig,  and  thereby  to  prevent  fouling. 
A  swivel  is  shown  at  h  (two-thirds  length)  of  suffi- 
cient strength  for  offing,  whiting-fishing,  and  a 
section  of  the  lead,  c,  to  show  its  foim,  whilst  in  d 
we  have  lead,  brass  wire,  snood  or  sid-strap,  brass 
swivel,  and  the  .snood  it.self  with  three  hooks 
looped  on  over  the  knot  below  the  swivel,  wanting 
only  the  line  to  be  bent  on  to  the  upper  eye 
of  the  brass  wire.  The  Cornish  fisheimen  dis- 
pense with  wire,  and  use  served  rope  j-arn 
instead,  worked  in  through  holes  in  the  ends  of 
the  lead.  Wire  is  the  simplest  and  most  speedy 
method.  This  wire  or  ganging  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, or  snood  and  line  would  twist  together.  The 

*  This  series  commenced  on  Nov.  25,  1905.  Our 
sea  fishing  readers  who  can  correct  any  errors  in 
these  sea  fishing  notes  will  greatly  oblige  by  doing 
so. — Ed. 
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knot  at  the  end  of  the  sid-strap  is  most  useful, 
as  you  can  immediately  detach  the  hooks,  either  if 
you  have  the  ill-luck  to  get  foul  by  a  fish  sheering 
across  the  other  lines,  or  from  any  other  cause  ; 
this  removal  of  the  hooks  of  course  facilitates 
greatly  the  clearing  of  an  entanglement,  and  I 
recommend  it  for  aU  ground  fishing  gear  for  hand- 
lining.  In  fig.  1,  d,  the  lead  is  represented  in  the 
position  it  ^vould  occupy  when  in  use  (holding  the 
book  sideways),  and  as  it  is  drawn  to  the  surface 
in  the  same  position,  the  wire  of  course  offers 
little  or  no  resistance  in  passing  through  tlie  water, 
and  the  tackle  is  drauTi  up  with  comparative  ease, 
but  in  the  Southampton  or  Brighton  Rig  the  vdie 
or  whalebone  spreader  running  through  the  lead 
at  right  angles  to  its  upward  course,  nearly  doubles 
the  labour,  a  matter  of  no  small  moment  in  offing 
ti.shing,  although  alongshore,  using  light  leads,  it 
does  not  matter  so  much.  To  use  this  gear,  the 
boat  having  been  anchored,  first  sound  the  bottom, 
and  if  a  good  stream  of  tide  is  running  lift  the  lead 
just  off  the  ground  ;  if  moderate,  a  little  higher  ; 
if  dead  slack,  the  height  of  the  whole  length  of  the 
trace,  by  which  I  mean  all  the  tackle  below  the  lead. 
The  sid-strap  should  never  be  quite  as  strong  as  the 
line,  in  order  that  it  may  break  first,  by  which  you 
will  save  your  lead  if  you  get  fast  in  the  bottom. 
For  offing  work  use  12ft.  from  lead  to  lowest  hook, 
alongshore  4ft.  or  5ft.  For  fine  fishing  near  shore, 
all  below  should  be  gut  from  the  lead,  upper  part 
double  or  treble.    Leads  of  8oz.  or  ooz.  may  be 


iron,  which  when  first  put  on  should  be  painted 
with  lamp-black  and  water,  or  the  lead  may  adhere. 
If  in  sand,  make  a  model  in  wood  first,  and  press 
it  tightly  down  into  the  sand,  having  first  driven 
a  nail,  screw,  or  gimlet,  into  the  top  or  flat,  to 
enable  you  to  raise  it  without  breaking  the  edges 
of  the  mould.  Get  a  piece  of  brass  wire  -/,iin. 
thi(^k,  and  long  enough  to  project  beyond  the  ends 
of  tlic  mould  in  the  same  proportion  as  shown 
in  the  illustrations,  whatever  be  the  weight  of  the 
lead,  and  having  made  an  eye  in  each  end  and  bent 
it  into  the  form  of  a  bow,  place  it  in  the  mould, 
securing  it  in  the  wooden  or  stone  mould  by  a  lump 
of  putty  or  clay,  but  in  the  sand  mould  by  a  little 
of  the  same  material.  Now  pour  in  the  molten 
lead,  and  allow  it  at  least  three  minutes  to  become 
solid,  or  it  may  divide  in  moving  the  mould.  To 
cast  smaller  leads  is  easily  done  by  pi'essing  one 
already  made  into  some  sand  a  less  depth,  not  of 
com-se  forgetting  the  wire.  Tackle-makers  and 
plumbers  keep  moulds  for  leads  in  wood  or  metal, 
but  amateurs  will  find  the  wood  or  sand  the  easier 
plan.  A  sharp-edged  oval  pebble  from  tha  beach  is 
often  used  where  procurable,  but  a  model  may  be 
made  out  of  a  piece  of  deal  in  a  few  minutes. 
For  a  .31b.  lead  the  wire  should  be  a  {  in.  in  diameter. 
I  have  made  moulds  oyt  of  a  Bath  brick,  but  find 
them  very  liable  to  break.  Good  moulds  are  also 
made  out  of  thin  sheet  copper. 

Boat-leads  are  now  made  of  a  half-breadth  form 
that  they  may  work  out  from  the  side  of  the  boat 


Fiu.  I. — Boat-shaped  Rig. 
Leal  and  Sectinn  with  Brass  Wire,  and  Cross  Section  showing  Form  of  Cavity. 


used  at  times  near  the  shore  in  moderate  currents 
and  with  a  fine  plaited  line,  3oz.  will  often  suffice. 

Moulds  for  Boat-Leads  can  be  made  in  wood, 
freestone,  and  ordinary  or  moulders'  sand  from  a 
foundry.  The  dimensions  of  a  mould  for  a  lead 
of  1  lb.  weight  will  be  4|in.  long,  I|in.  wide,  by  l^in. 
deep;  for  IJlb.,  Sy^in.  long,  I  Jin.  wide,  and  l|in. 
deep,  and  others  in  proportion  of  greater  weight. 

The  moulds  may  be  made  of  wood,  as  folloA\-s  : 
take  a  piece  of  fir  or  deal.  'Mn.  square  and  1ft. 
long,  saw  it  through  the  middle,  and  with  a  spoke- 
shave  take  out  of  the  inner  edges  half  the  dimensions 
for  the  lead,  and  screw  the  two  pieces  tightly 
together.  If  of  freestone,  rule  a  straight  line  on  it, 
and,  markmg  the  shape  of  the  lead,  scoop  out  the 
mould  with  a  knife  and  gouge. 

My  experience  has  taught  me  that  about 
three  forms  of  sinkers  are  sufficient  for  nearly 
all  forms  of  gear,  or  trace,  both  for  hand- 
lining  and  the  angling  rod  in  salt  water.  These  are 
the  boat-shaped  and  the  conical,  with  the  cigar- 
shaped.  Of  the  boat-shaped  1  prefer  the  half- 
breadth  or  sheer  leads,  and  of  the  conical  the 
sectional  leads  are  particularly  useful  to  seaside 
visitors,  as  the  first,  second,  or  the  whole  throe  can 
be  used  as  the  strength  of  current  may  require. 

You  may  cast  twenty  to  thirty  leads  in  the  wooden 
mould,  but  that  of  freestone  will  never  wear  out, 
although  it  may  break  through  the  heat  of  the 
molten  metal,  to  prevent  which  fill  it  with  hot 
a4the.4  previously.  The  charring  of  wood  moulds 
may  V)e  hindered  by  oiling  them,  but  when  they 
Vi':'in  to  Vmrn  tlify  should  be  lined  with  thin  sheet 


more  than  those  of  ordinary  shape.  The  half- 
breadths  must,  of  course,  each  be  kept  to  its  own 
side  of  the  boat,  or  their  very  property  of  sheering 
will  destroy  its  object,  by  fouling  each  other.  This 
applies  to  tho.se  leads  made  with  a  long  arm  only 
at  one  end,  and  an  eye  at  the  other,  but  when  the 
wire  projects  equally  from  each  end,  the  leads  can 
be  used  on  either  side,  always  remembering  to  so 
fix  them  to  the  line  as  to  keep  the  convexity  of  the 
lead  tov;ards  the  side  of  the  boat. 

Weight  of  Sinkers. — No  arbitrary  rule  can  be 
made  for  this,  local  requirements  varying  so  much. 
Those  of  |lb..  1  lb.,  and  21b.  weight  are  of  general 
utility  and  quite  heavy  enough  for  seaside  visitors  ; 
but  if  fishing  in  twenty  to  thirty  fathoms,  and  where 
anything  of  a  strong  tide  runs,  your  lightest  leads, 
of  which  two  are  used,  one  on  each  side  aft,  cannot 
be  less  than  22lb.,  and  these  can  only  be  used  at 
neap  tides  ;  your  forward  leads,  of  which  two  are 
also  used,  must  be  at  least  •lib.  in  weight,  the 
additional  weight  being  requisite  to  keep  these 
fonvard  lines  more  nearly  perpendicular,  and  conse- 
quently clear  of  the  after  lines,  which  from  their 
leads  being  lighter,  will  tail  away  much  farther 
astern.  During  spring  tides  you  will  hardly  keep 
a  line  down  with  leads  of  less  than  4lb.  and  7lb. 
weight,  and  there  is  but  a  short  slackening  of  either 
the  flood  or  ebb  stream  at  the  springs  :  it  is  better, 
therefore,  at  this  time  to  pay  yo)n'  respects  to  the 
whiting-pollack,  etc.  (of  which  hereafter),  as  they 
are  to  be  taken  in  shoal  water,  and  close  to  the 
shore,  in  congenial  situations. 

Snatch-blocks  for  Deep  Sea-Fishing.— »A8  the 


hauling  of  a  line  of  thirty  or  forty  fathoms  in  length 
with  a  heavy  sinker,  by  which  I  mean  anything 
from  2lb.  to  101b.  weight,  involves  considerable 
labour,  consequent  uf)on  the  friction  of  the  line  on 
the  gunwale  of  the  vessel  or  boat,  snatch-blocks 
through  which  to  lead  the  lines  will  be  found  very 
convenient  in  lightening  the  haulage.  The.se  blocks 
have  an  opening  at  the  upper  end  into  which  you 
can  snatch  the  line  as  you  begin  to  haul,  and  being 
provided  with  a  short  piece  of  sinnet  or  plaited  line, 
tapered  in  the  plaiting  and  knowTi  amongst  seamen 
by  the  odd  name  of  a  monkey' a  tail,  may  be  thereby 
attached  to  any  part  of  the  rigging  of  the  boat  or 
vessel  at  the  required  height.  A  4in.  block  is  a 
convenient  size,  and  thus  fitted  is  better  than  a 
davit,  as  it  at  once  adapts  itself  to  the  inclination 
of  the  line  in  a  tideway.  For  the  two  after  lines, 
crane-davits  of  galvanised  iron,  in  shape  of  tho 
ordinary  boat-davits,  the  crane  part  about  6in. 
across,  turned  into  an  eye  at  the  end  to  receive  the 
tail  of  the  snatch-block,  will  be  found  very  con- 
venient ;  by  Ijeing  made  with  a  bend  they  might 
ship  into  staples  in  the  sides  of  a  yacht's  stanchions 
to  avoid  making  holes  in  the  top-rail.  Tho  block 
should  hang  about  shoulder  high  for  easy  hauling  ; 
length  of  davit  according  to  height  of  vessel's 
bulwarks — in  boats,  about  2ft.  would  be  suffi- 
ciently long.  The  North  Sea  cod  smacks  have  an 
arrangement  for  this  purpose.  With  light  gear  and 
a  moderate  depth  of  water,  it  is  of  cour.se  super- 
fluous, but  either  for  congering,  cod  fishing,  haddock, 
or  whiting  catching  in  deep  water  I  recommend  this 
arrangement  with  confidence. 

Lines. — For  heavy  ground  fishing  and  whiting 
catching,  hemp  is  the  material  in  general  use  ; 
but  for  a  moderate  depth  of  water  and  run  of  tide 
I  prefer  a  much  finer  line  made  from  a  strong  twine 
in  two  strands,  which  I  find  much  less  liable  to 
foul  than  the  usual  threefold  make.  Plaited  lines 
are  very  good,  but  much  too  expensive  for  general 
ground  fishing,  yet  make  excellent  rod-lines,  if  well 
dressed  with  a  stiffening  solution,  of  which  I  do 
not  find,  on  the  whole,  anything  more  effectual  or 
lasting  than  coal-tar  and  turpentine.  Bridport  is 
the  chief  seat  of  net,  twine,  and  line  manufacturers, 
and  has  been  so  for  centuries.  Cotton  lines  are  also 
used,  and  large  quantities  are  exported  to  New- 
foimdland  and  neighbouring  colonies  for  use  m  the 
cod  fisheries.  Plaited  lines  are  very  limp  when 
undressed,  and  on  this  account  should  not  be  used 
for  hand-line  fishing :  they  fcre,  however,  well  suited 
to  the  angling  rod,  as  the  winch  is  very  effective 
in  hindering  entanglement,  which  only  rarely  occurs 
when  ordinary  care  is  used. 

Barking  or  Tanning  Lines. — Catechu  and  oak- 
bark  are  used  for  this  purpose  ;  Jib.  of  catechu  to 
three  pints  of  water  and  a  handful  of  oak-bark,  if 
you  can  get  it  ;  pulverise  and  boil  imtil  the  catechu 
is  well  dissolved,  then  pour  over  the  lines  in  a 
basin  or  tub  and  allow  to  soak  twenty-four  hours. 
There  is  no  objection  to  using  oak-bark  exclusively 
if  you  are  near  a  tan-yard  or  bark-mill,  but  a  gallon 
of  oak -bark  has  not  more  power  of  tanning  than 
^Ib.  of  catechu.  In  a  town  catechu  is  often  pro- 
curable Avhen  oak- bark  is  not  to  be  obtained. 

Bell  Twiggers  or  Tell -Tales. — The  use  of  stout 
canes  about  2ft.  long  is  of  old  date  to  call  attention 
when  several  lines  are  at  work,  and  a  fish  takes 
the  hook.  A  saw  cut  is  made  at  one  end  of  the 
cane  to  the  depth  of  Jin.,  and  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cut  a  toy  bell  of  about  the  diameter  of  a  shilling 
is  lashed  on  to  the  cane  ;  the  lashing  thus  hinders 
the  splitting  of  the  cane,  securing  the  bell  at  the 
Same  time,  The  rod,  generally  knowTi  as  a  twigger. 
is  stuck  into  a  rowlock  hole,  or  through  a  clamp 
of  sheet  copper  nailed  to  the  inside  of  the  boat's 
gunwale.  These  twiggers  are  sometimes  made  of 
whalebone  at  Plymouth,  ^^^len  the  required  length 
of  line  has  been  paid  out,  the  line  is  pressed  down 
into  the  saw  cut,  which  nips  it  and  retains  it. 
A  length  of  two  or  three  fathoms  is  then  unwound 
from  the  reel  behind  the  tv^igger.  and  when  the 
bait  is  seized  by  a  fish,  the  elasticity  of  the  twigger 
sounds  the  bell,  hooking  the  fish  as  well,  the  line 
springs  out  of  the  saw  cut,  and  the  flack  line 
allows  the  fisherman  time  to  get  hold  of  the  line 
and  play  the  fish  before  the  three  fathoms  of 
slack  have  run  overboard.  These  toy  bells  are 
commonly  used  at  Plymouth  with  the  two  angling 
rods,  the  bells  lashed  on  about  Sin.  from  the  end 
of  the  top.  I  have  seen  bell  twiggers  used  at 
Shoreham,  and  have  found  them  very  useful  for 
bass  fishing  in  the  harbour  mouth,  etc. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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A  BTKEAM  AND  A  LAKE  IN 
SWITZEELAND. 

It  is  te'ii  years  ago,  (hoiigli  it  hardly  serins  so 
long.  I  was  "  bear-leading  "  at  the  time,  and  my 
(  lib  and  I.  settled  down  in  th(^  Vallee  des  Ormonts, 
with  the  kindest  people  imaginable — the  Free 
Chureh  Pnnfi'iir  and  his  wife.  We  were  there  to 
learn  French,  ostensibly  ;  but  I  learned  a  lot  of 
things  besides,  particulaily  about  my  enb,  and  a 
ittle  about  the  trout  of  gla'ier-streams.  The 
Orande-Eau — our  stream — has  its  source  in  the 
glaciers  of  tiie  Diablcrets,  the  block  of  mountain 
which  closes  the  top  of  the  valley,  and  nms  down 
to  the  Rhone  just  past  Aigle.  tt  surprised  us  at 
first  to  find  it  highe^t  in  the  hottest  weather,  but 
the  reason  Mas  obvious,  and  we  soon  got  used  to 
its  idiosynerasi(  s,  and,  anyhow,  it  was  not  more 
than  five  minutes'  walk  from  Lo.  Chapelle  down  to 
the  bridge  which  leads  to  Vers  I'Eglise,  so  we  seldom 
ventured  on  a  long  day's  expedition  unless  the 
water  appeared  to  be  in  trim.  We  certainly  missed 
the  opening  weeks  of  the  season,  for  the  following 
reason.  A  couple  of  miles  down  the  river,  below 
a  bridge  which  we  frequently  used,  was  a  board 
bearing  the  notice,  "  Peche  Inlerditf.''  Hence  our 
rods  remained  in  their  cases  ;  and  it  was  not  until 
a  mere  accident  took  me  to  the  lower  side  of  the 
bridge  that  T  found  the  notice-board,  like  most 
things,  had  another  side  to  it  ;  and  on  that  other 
side — how  fervent  were  my  ejaculations  ! — were  the 
soul-inspiring  words,  "  Prclie  Permi.se.'"  Back  we 
Hew  for  rods  and  tackle.  But  oilr  host  thought  a 
licence  was  necessary  ;  no  matter,  we  would  find 
the  Syndic,  who  lived  a  mere  two  hours'  trudge 
away.  Arrived,  we  were  told — But  yes,  M.  le 
Syndic  was  at  home,  or  hard  by  ;  h<!  would  be 
back  for  some  more  manure  ii  a  few  minutes. 
Would  we  walk  in  and  have  a  ""Irink  of  milk  ?  The 
Si/ndir  arrived — an  important  fiiictionary,  no  whit 
less  dignified  for  the  fa<'t  that  evidences  of  his 
recent  occupation  (that  of  mat  uring  his  prrs)  were 
t  ick  upon  his  boots  and  clrties.  A  licenJC  was 
necessary,  certainly.  No,  he  could  not  give  it  to 
us  ;  we  must  write  to  a  certain  police  officer  in 
J.rausanne,  it  cost  six  francs.  S(  mewhat  sol  er^d 
l)y  the  delay,  we  returned  homewards,  and  on  the 
way  decided  to  try  ^hat  the  local  Bazar  d'Ete 
could  produce  in  the  way  of  tackle.  M.  I.sabel  (at 
least,  I  think  that  was  the  name  ;  I'm  sure  it  wasn't 
Faure  or  Genillard,  and  almost  the  whole  population 
of  the  valley  answered  to  one  of  those  three  patrony- 
mics) produced  some  wonderful  hooks,  of  some 
foreign  maks,  about  8's  in  size,  fairly  heavy  in  the 
wire,  grossly-barbed,  and  with  the  end  of  the  shank 
flattened,  bound  with  gut-waste  to  the  worst  gut 
it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  meet.  It  was  coarse, 
it  was  flat,  it  was  opaque,  it  was,  in  fact,  beastly 
and  impossible.  I  sarcastically  complimented  M. 
Isabel  in  my  politest  accents  on  the  fineness  of  his 
tackle,  but  it  was  lost  upon  him.  "  Ah,  oui,"  he 
replied  with  the  deprecating  shrug  of  a  modest  man 
who  knew,  however,  the  value  of  his  wares,  "  mais 
la  truite,  elle  est  mechante."  No,  he  had  no  flies 
tied  on  to  hooks  ;  how  could  one  tie  a  fly  on  to  a 
hook  ?  Would  it  not  break  ?  One  could  always 
catoh  plenty  of  sauterelles — they  would  no  doubt 
serve  if  one  merely  stuck  the  hook  in,  without  tying 
them  on.  So  we  bought  a  small  quantity  of  his 
worthless  hooks,  though  I  would  not  have  offered 
them  to  an  eel  at  home,  and  retired  to  wite  for 
the  licence. 

In  the  interval  before  its  arrival,  I  was  one  day 
walking  by  the  stream  where  la  peche  was  interdite, 
when  I  saw  a  man  boldly  fishing  in  manifest  con- 
travention of  the  law.  I  stopped  to  inquire  what 
luck  ;  for  reply  he  walked  out  of  the  water,  slid 
from  his  shoulders  a  wooden  milk-carrier,  and  there, 
swimming  in  about  four  gallons  of  water,  were 
seven  trout,  varying  from  about  5oz.  to  fib. 
Beauties,  they  were.  I  examined  his  tackle — a 
home-made  hazel  rod,  a  tight  line,  a  yard  of  frayed 
gut,  and  one  of  M.  Isabel's  hooks.  Would  I,  he 
inquired,  i  ccopt  a  brace  of  fish  ?  The  fact  was,  he 
was  profiting  by  the  temporary  absence  of  the 
gendarme  to  discover  whether  the  trout  had  returred 
to  the  upper  Waters,  which,  as  being  nearer  ti  e 
villa,gc,  had  been  fished  to  death  until  the  pro- 
hibition was  established.  I  refused  the  bribe,  but 
prom  sed  to  hold  my  tongue,  if  I  might  watch  him 
at  work.  He  was  very  skilful  with  his  primitive 
tackle,  and  his  method  of  ins-inuating  a  luscious 
worm  into  the  exact  spot  where  the  trout  was 
lying  was  very  pleasant  to  witness     But,  1  reflected. 


my  friend,  I  can  improve  on  your  catch  ;  with 
nice  fine  tackle,  and  a  March  Brown,  and  without 
that  ponderous  form  of  creel  which  must  be  breaking 
your  back — it  will  be  odd  if  I  don't  break  my 
record.  How  were  my  expectations  fu'filled  ? 
Listen. 

The  licence  arrived — alsf)  a  day  which  won  my 
approval.  I  visited  the  legitimate  water,  of  course 
(the  (fpndarme's  holiday  having  terminated).  1  tried 
a  March  Brown,  which  had  no  (>Hect  ;  then'a  Quill 
Onat,  then  something  else,  then  everything  in  the 
book,  and  returned  home  without  a  rise,  but  with 
M.  Isabel's  aphorism  laid  to  heart — La  truite,  die 
est  mechante.  However,  it  might  have  been  the  day 
or  the  water  that  was  at  fault  ;  and  I  resolved  to 
try  again,  if  I  sin-vivcd  the  pneumonia  which  I  was 
assured  would  ensue  from  wading  unprotected  by 
waterproofs  in  a  glacier-stream.  And,  indeed,  it 
reepiires  some  fortitude  to  endure  the  first  few 
minutes  of  such  wading  ;  after  that  you  feel  no 
cold  at  all,  but  at  first  you  are  really  in  doubt 
whether  th(^  -water  is  boiling  or  freezing.  Well,  let 
me  say  at  once  that  my  second  essay  with  the  fly 
was  no  more  successful  than  th(^  first,  and  1  reflec'ted 
that  local  methods — even  if  they  involved  a  dis- 
gusting use  of  worms — were  generally  best  in  the 
end.  The  fa('t  was,  my  cub  was  too  amused,  and 
the  Pasteur  too  sympathetic  ;  as  for  INl.  Isabel,  I 
dare  not  face  him  and  his  reflections  on  the  moral 
character  of  the  trout.  Fish  had  to  be  caught 
somehow.  So  -with  much  difficulty  I  collected  a 
small  tin  of  worms  and  salli.'d  forth  a  third  time. 
The  water  doesn't  look  bad,  and  that  is  a  nice 
curly  little  place  behind  the  rock  there  :  we'll  give 
it  a  trial.  Tug-tug — and  almost  before  the  worm 
has  had  time  to  sink  a  cou[)le  of  inches,  a  .i-pounder 
is  flying  about  all  over  the  place.  That  was  my 
first  fish,  but  not  the  last  that  c^ame  to  me  from 
the  (Jrande-Eau.  On  with  another  worm,  hy  a 
swim  where  the  roots  of  the  alder  aflord  a  holt, 
and  in  a  couple  of  minutCK  a  somewhat  smaller 
companion  has  joined  number  one  in  thi\  basket. 
Those  worms  were  good  medicine,  and  I  hesitate 
to  say  what  I  caught  that  day— in  fact,  I  could  not 
if  I  would,  for  the  weight  was  expressed  in  kilo- 
(pammes,  and  I  could  never  master  the  exact 
relation  of  a  kilogramme  to  a  pound.  However, 
"at  last  my  worm-tin  was  stripped  of  its  last  occupant , 
and.  as  the  fish  were  evidently  in  a  feeding  humour, 
I  thought  I  would  revert  to  the  more  legitimate 
lure  ;  but  never  a  fin  did  I  move.  And  I  really 
doubt  whether  those  trout  know  the  taste  of  any 
ordinary  fly.  I  can  only  say  that  not  only  did  I 
never  "  rise  "'  a  solitary  fish  to  the  fly,  but  I  never 
saw  one  dimple  the  surface.  Still,  fly  or  no  fly,  I 
had  vindicated  my  position,  my  claims,  and  my 
capacity  to  the  cub,  the  Pasteur,  and  M.  Isabel,  who, 
I  understand,  subsequently  sold  large  quantities  of 
the  strange  hooks  by  which  he  fondly  believed  the 
execution  had  been  done. 

A  picnic  to  Lac  Chavormes  had  been  voted  by 
acclamation.  This  little  lake  is  probably  fairly  well 
known  to  visitors  to  Chesieres,  but  from  other 
places  it  is  som3what  inaccessible.  To  us  at  Vers 
I'Eglise  it  appeared  (by  the  map)  the  merest  step, 
but  in  practice  it  involved  stepping  for  about  three 
hours  without  a  halt.  However,  I  was  told  that 
the  lake  contained  trout,  so  I  burdened  myself  with 
a  rod  and  tackle,  as  did  also  a  Swiss  student  who 
accompanied  the  picnic.  The  party  was  youthful 
and  noisy  :  it  consisted  of  my  hostess's  three  nieces 
(sisters  of  the  student  hereinbefore-mentioned),  two 
girl  friends  of  theirs,  the  student,  two  other  Swiss, 
my  cub,  and  myself.  The  first  part  of  the  road  lay 
not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  Grande-Eau,  which 
we  crossed  by  the  bridge  that  bore  the  notice- 
board  ;  then  we  began  leaving  the  river  and 
ascending  by  a  very  rough  chemin.  On  the  way  we 
ran  after  every  butterfly  we  saw,  and  in  consequence 
drank  of  every  fontaine  and  torrent  we  passed. 
The  journey  was  beguiled  with  song,  and  almost 
before  we  knew  we  had  advanced  so  far,  we  found 
ourselves  past  le  Forclaz,  off  the  chemin  and  on  the 
pdturages,  where  the  sleek  cows  gazed  wonderingly 
at  us.  Here  the  ladies  girded  up  their  loins,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  exprsssion,  and  wdth  limbs  no 
longer  impeded  by  skirts,  they  proved  equal  to  any 
pace  that  was  set.  Soon  we  began  to  pass  through 
a  pine- wood,  on  the  other  side  of  which,  we  were 
told,  lay  the  little  lake.  As  it  crme  into  view,  a 
cry  of  delight  broke  from  all.  Lying  in  a  cup- 
like hollow,  of  which  the  sides  were  spiinkled  with 
scattered  trees  like  an  English  park,  it  reflected 
and  intensified  the  deep  blue  of  a  perfect  June  sky, 
and  the  grey,  pine-clad  rocks  that  in  places  plunged 


precipitously  into  the  cool  depths.  And — jyea — as 
we  drew  nearer,  we  saw  rings  -  there  coula  be  no 
doubt  of  it — rings  and  dimples  caused  by  rising 
fish.  The  fisherm(^n  won  the  race  to  the  lakeside, 
but,  alas !  the  "  rise  "  appeared  to  be  confined  to  a 
patch  of  water  more  than  ."{Oyds.  out  Rods  wer(! 
hastily  put  together,  and  we  tried  what  we  could 
do,  while  another  of  the  j)arty  volunteered  to  go 
to  the  chalet  and  see  whether  there  was  a  boat  tc) 
be  had.  I  am  not  expert  enough  to  qualify  for 
casting  in  a  (!hic!i.go  Tournament,  and  C^arliri  (pro- 
nounced "Sharh'c"),  the  student,  was  a  beginner 
only,  so  we  made  no  impression  at  all  upon  those 
feeding  trout.  It  was  more  than  maddening  lo 
see  such  a  perfect  rise  while  we  wen^  unable  to  get 
at  it.  After  a  while,  I  laid  aside  my  rod  and  went 
round  to  the  chalet  to  get  some  wood  for  a  raft, 
if  no  boat  was  to  ho  had  ;  but.  lo  !  as  1  approached, 
f  saw  the  rest  of  the  jiarty  launching  a  craft  which 
I  will  not  att(m|)t  to  describe,  because,  havmg 
received  good  from  it.  I  have  no  desire  to  insult 
it.  The  owner,  on  being  consulted  as  to  whether  it 
would  remain  afloat,  replied  that  it  certainly  would 
for  a  certain  time  ;  the  fee  was  forty  rentime>i 
each,  pour  jaire  le  four  du  he  ;  having  completed 
the  tour,  it  would  doubtless  be  necessary  to  haul 
the  boat  ashore  and  |)0iu-  out  the  water.  As  thi; 
lake  was  only  a  very  few  acres  in  extent,  to  makt; 
its  tour  would  have  required  almost  equally  few 
minutes,  if  the  boat  had  not  been  so — but  no,  1 
will  not  allow  myself  to  revile  a  benefactor.  The 
owner  could  not  conceive  the  possibility  of  our 
wishing  to  anchor  or  drift,  and  it  was  hard  to 
arrange  a  scale  of  charges  since  we  did  not  desire 
to  go  round  the  lake.  I  think  we  finally  settled  to 
pay  fifty  centimes  for  every  occasion  when  the  boat 
should  have  to  be  beached  in  order  to  empty  it. 
He  thought  he  was  to  reap  a  golden  harvest,  but 
we  did  him  by  taking  the  lightest  of  the  girls  with 
us  to  bail.  The  next  point  was  to  settle  what  was 
to  be  paid  for  the  fishing.  Two  francs  the  kilo 
was  all  the  answer  we  could  get,  and  with  that  we 
had  to  be  content.  So  off  we  went,  "  Sharlee," 
Mile.  M.  and  I.  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  the 
other  two  were  sacrificed  to  make  my  holiday. 
Mile.  M.  bailed  as  if  she  had  been  bom  in  a  leaky 
tub  on  the  ocean,  instead  of  being  in  a  boat  then 
for  the  first  time  in  her  seventeen  years,  and 
"  Sharlee  "  kept  the  boat  as  far  from  the  fish  as  I 
asked  him.  I  mounted  a  local  fly  (purchased  in 
Aigle),  with  grey  wings  and  a  claret  body,  of  almost 
lake  trout  size,  and  it  was  for  a  wonder  the  right 
thing.  The  first  cast,  up  came  a  smallish  fish  and  was 
mi.ssed  ;  soon  I  was  fast  in  a  fellow  which  cut  sr  mo 
extraordinary  capers,  causing  surprise  and  admira- 
tion on  the  part  of  Mile.  M.,  who  ceased  bai  ing, 
to  the  imminent  danger  of  our  lives.  Somet.mes  the 
fish  leaped,  sometimes  they  bored  down,  down, 
down,  and  -what  a  depth  the  lake  must  have  been 
under  the  boat !  WTaere  the  fish  were  feeding,  the 
water  was  probably  from  4ft.  to  10ft.  deep,  but  my 
40yds.  of  line,  I  fancy,  would  hardly  have  been 
enough  to  bottom  it  where  we  were.  My  first  fish 
weighed  about  a  pound  ;  and  I  caught  four  others 
of  about  the  same  weight  before  the  leak  overcame 
the  fair  bailer.  Then  we  put  back,  turned  the  boat 
upside  down,  relaunched  it,  and — found  the  rise  over. 
And  though  we  tried  on  and  on,  we  could  not  get 
another  fish  until  the  shouts  of  the  rest  of  the 
party  bade  us  go  to  lunch.  That  meal,  however, 
was  unanimously  deferred  until  the  woman  at  the 
chalet  should  have  cooked  our  catch,  and  I  don't 
know  that  I  have  ever  tasted  better  fish.  Over  the 
meal  we  heard  the  story  of  those  members  of  the 
party  who  had  ascended  the  Chamossaire,  a  moun- 
tain which  overhangs  the  road  from  Aigle  to  le  Sepey, 
and  is  opposite  to  the  sanatoria  of  Leysin. 

Between  the  Chamossaire  and  Lac  Chavonnes  are 
two  other  little  lakes,  the  Lac  Noir  and  the  Lac  des 
Deux  Chalsts,  neither  of  which  contains  fish.  The 
trout  in  Lac  Chavormes  were  introduced  by  the 
owner  of  the  chalet,  not  for  the  sport,  but  for  the 
food  of  tourists.  They  are  netted  out  as  required, 
and  a  large  floating  box  is  to  be  seen,  in  which,  no 
doubt,  are  reserve  stores.  I  never  had  another  day 
at  this  lake,  but  I  am  in  hope  that  someone  may 
give  it  a  good  trial,  and  may  be  able  to  report  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  more  fully  than  I  have  been 
able  to  do,  especially  with  regard  to  the  flies.  The 
ons  fly  I  have  mentioned  satisfied  me  and  the  trout 
so  thoroughly  (while  they  were  feeding)  that  I  had 
no  reason  to  change  it  ;  and  when  we  embarked  the 
second  time,  neither  that  nor  any  other  fly  in  my 
book  appeared  to  interest  them  in  the  very  least. 
However,  T  do  not  complain.    He  who  catches  five 
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troat,  averaging  a  pound,  in  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  has  every  reason  for  self -congratulation. 

Another  httle  lake,  the  Lac  d'Arnon,  lies  in  the 
opposite  direction,  and  at  a  rather  greater  distance. 
It  would  no  doubt  be  most  easily  approached  from 
Gsteig,  but  "  Sharlee  "  and  I  rushed  over  from  the 
Valine  des  Ormonts,  on  one  of  the  last  days  of  my 
stay  in  Switzerland.  We  went  at  a  furious  pace, 
past  Lavanchy,  past  Ayerne,  past  Isenau  and  over 
the  Col  de  la  Palette,  and  saw  the  lake  lying  far 
below  us  at  some  distance.  Leaving  the  sentier, 
we  made  a  straight  course  rmtilwe  entered  a  pine- 
wood,  where  we  lost  our  bearings,  but  had  the 
pleasure  of  flushing  a  covey  of  black  game.  Finally, 
we  emerged,  torn  and  breathless  and  thirsty,  on  a 
capital  stream  which  empties  into  the  lake,  and 
looked  as  if  it  ought  to  be  stifE  with  trout.  At  the 
bottom  end  of  the  lake  a  boat  was  moored,  and  we 
proceeded  to  negotiate  for  the  loan  of  it.  The 
person  in  charge  was  a  filthy  urchin  of  about  twelve, 
whose  vile  Bernese  patois  even  "  Sharlee  "  could 
but  dimly  comprehend.  He  assured  us  that  many 
people  went  to  fish  the  lake  ;  but  he  smiled  scorn- 
fully when  shown  our  flies,  and  beckoned  us  to 
follow  him  into  the  wood.  Here  he  halted  before 
a  rotten  stump,  which  he  attacked  with  hoof  and 
nail,  and  whence  he  soon  succeeded  in  extracting  a 
dirty  handful  of  loathsome  whitish  maggots,  of 
about  the  size  of  the  larvae  of  a  wild  bee  (I  presume 
they  were  not  bee  larvae,  or  he  would  probably 
have  exercised  greater  discretion  in  assailing  their 
home).  I  had  no  fancy  for  the  horrid  things,  but 
"Sharlee,"  following  our  youthful  self -constituted 
gillie's  directions,  impaled  one  on  a  bare  hook,  fixed 
his  float  about  10ft.  deep,  flung  it  in,  and  awaited 
results ;  while  I  put  up  my  lure  of  the  Lac 
Chavonnes,  and  at  the  peril  of  my  life  made  my 
way  over  a  log- jam  which  had  formed  across  the 
outlet  of  the  lake,  and  began  whipping  the  rufiled 
water  in  my  most  scientific  fashion.  The  results 
were  the  same  in  either  case  ;  and  after  a  couple 
of  wasted  hours,  we  ate  our  provisions,  drank  some 
milk  from  our  hopeful's  doubtful  dairy,  and  pre 
pared  to  make  for  home  as  evening  fell,  while 
thimder  muttered  in  the  distance.  Of  our  return, 
let  me  only  say  that  it  was  pitch  dark  and  pouring 
with  rain  before  we  reached  the  Col,  and  that  it 
was  a  drenched  and  sorry  pair  which  arrived  home 
that  night,  after  taking  on  the  homeward  journey 
twice  as  long  as  the  outward  bad  required. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  speak  witli  much  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fish  of  Arnon.  I  would  not  swear 
even  that  I  saw  a  rise  ;  "Sharlee  "  avows  that  he  saw 
dark  forms  of  uncertain  size  far  below  the  surface 
near  the  boat.  But  from  the  fact  that  grubs  were 
recommended  as  the  best  bait,  as  well  as  from 
what  "  Sharlee  "  could  gather  from  the  lingo  of  the 
dirty  urchin,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  lake  were  char. 
Should  this  fall  into  the  hands  of  "Benwyan,"  or 
any  other  of  your  Swiss  correspondents,  he  might 
clear  up  the  point,  and  give  us  some  hints  as  to  the 
best  way  of  getting  on  terms  with  them.  I  should 
like  to  know,  too,  whether  the  Chavonnes  trout  have 
decreased  in  numbers,  and  whether  the  original 
boat  has  yet  proved  a  death-trap  to  unsuspecting 
tourists.  As  I  said,  I  am  describing  events  of  ten 
years  ago,  and  even  in  so  short  a  space  of  time 
many  changes  occur  in  fishing-places  ;  so  that,  in 
view  of  the  Swiss  holiday  which  I  hope  will  not  be 
much  longer  delayed,  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
conditions  have  much  changed.  But  when  next  I 
try  the  Grande-Eau,  I  will  take  care  that  my  legs 
are  discreetly  encased  in  waterproof  ;  for  whatever 
else  has  changed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  glacier- 
streams  are  still  but  cold  comfort  to  the  knees,  and 
I  am  very  sure  that  my  own  liability  to  rheumatism 
has  increased  with  my  years.  Midlander. 
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Cyprirms  rutihis  is  the  most  popular  and  the 
most  sought  after  fish  in  the  whole  range  of  the 
bottom  fisher's  quarries.  Thousands  of  men  never 
go  for  anything  else,  and  if  they  happen  to  hook  a 
specimen  of  another  species  they  are  wofuUy 
disappointed. 

Some  of  tjiese  roach  men  put  me  in  mind  of  my 
old  friend  >(ottingham  Bailey,  who  once  got  an 
invitation  for  a  day  on  a  first-class  grayling 
stream,  in  which  were  also  a  few  fine  trout.  It 
was  September,  and  a  lovely  stream  with  a  tinge 
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of  colour  was  nmning ;  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
water  went  with  him  for  an  hour  just  to  see  him 
start,  and  point  out  his  boundary  lines.  The  first 
two  fish  that  Bailey  hooked  were  trout,  and  these 
he  very  carefully  returned  to  the  stream.  The 
owner  of  the  water  mildly  protested,  telling  the 
angler  that  he  could  have  a  brace  of  those  fish  if 
he  liked,  and  that  they  were  worth  more  than  all 
the  grayUng  he  was  likely  to  catch  that  day 
"  Sir,"  said  that  noted  fisherman,  "  I  have  come 
here  to-day  after  asking  permission,  for  grayling 
fishing,  and  I  don't  thank  anything  else  to  get  on 
my  hook." 

There  are  many  roach  fishermen  who  also  don't 
thank  anything  else  to  get  on  their  hooks,  looking 
on  a  stray  chub,  or  a  bream,  or  a  perch,  as  an 
intruder,  if  they  happen  to  get  hold  of  one. 

Roach  are  plentiful  and  widely  distributed, 
waters  containing  them  being  found  everywhere 
pond  or  lake,  river,  stream,  and  canal,  all  contain 
roach  in  more  or  less  abundance,  and  they  range  in 
size  from  the  three-ounce  fish  of  a  wayside  pond  or 
a  sluggish  canal  to  the  three  pounders  of  the 
Hampshire  Avon  and  the  Tring  lakes. 

Roach  fishing  itself  is  divided  and  subdivided 
into  a  good  many  different  styles  and  methods, 
each  one  being  adapted  specially  for  its  own  district 
or  river,  the  style  that  would  be  a  huge  success  on 
one  stream  would  be  useless  on  another,  and  these 
styles  vary  so  much  that  a  stranger  would  have  a 
difficulty  in  understanding  it.  On  one  water  the 
float  is  three  inches  of  a  crow-quill  carrying  one 
shot  only,  on  another  it  is  a  huge  pelican  quill,  or 
a  Nottingham  cork,  carrying  ten  or  a  dozen  big 
shots  and  a  length  of  spiral  wire ;  and  they  range 
between  those  sizes  to  carry  nearly  every  grade  of 
weight  between  the  two. 

Roach  are  fish  that  adapt  themselves  to  all  sea- 
sons, biting  during  the  sultry  days  of  summer,  or 
the  gales  and  floods  of  winter ;  during  the  golden 
autumn,  or  the  budding  spring  ;  sudden  and  sharp 
frosts,  following  a  bright  clear  water,  being  an 
exception. 

Roach  appear  to  me  to  be  pretty  much  alike  in 
their  nature  and  habits  in  most  of  the  widely- 
stretching  waters  I  have  fished  in;  but  the  varied 
plans  that  must  be  adopted  in  the  different  waters 
are  well-nigh  bewildering ;  it  is  in  this  particular 
that  the  expert  shines,  the  man  who  can  see  at  a 
glance  what  to  do,  and  then  knows  how  to  do  it, 
is  the  one  who  has  a  show,  when  the  other  man 
who  thinks  because  he  once  got  a  bag  of  roach  in 
a  certain  river,  he  ought  to  get  them  in  another, 
and  fails  utterly  as  the  natural  consequences  of  his 
pig-headedness. 

The  best  roach  are  caught  in  the  short  winter 
days,  when  the  weather  is  open,  the  water  cloudy, 
and  no  sharp  frosts  about,  a  sudden  and  sharp  frost 
during  the  early  morning,  particularly  if  the  water  is 
bright,  is  fatal  to  your  chance  of  taking  roach  in 
many  rivers ;  I  have  got  them  in  the  melting  snow- 
broth,  but  a  bright  water  and  a  keen  frost  puts 
them  oS  the  feed  in  the  Kennet,  the  Thames,  the 
Trent,  the  Great  Ouse,  the  Ivel,  and  the  Lea,  only 
to  mention  a  few.  I  remember  once  fishing  the 
shallow  water  of  the  Ouse,  between  the  Anchor  Inn 
and  Hartford  Church,  at  the  close  of  a  long  and 
severe  frost.  Snow  had  laid  on  the  ground  for  a 
few  weeks,  and  the  river  had  been  ice-bound  ;  a 
rapid  thaw  early  in  February  melted  the  snow,  and' 
the  _  fresh  water  made  a  clear  channel  down  the 


centre  of  the  river:  it  was  heavily  charged  \vith 
snow-broth.  I  stood  on  the  sound  ice  near  the 
side,  and  fished  within  a  foot  of  the  edge  of  the  ice 
that  stretched  at  least  twelve  f  ;ot  from  the  bank  ; 
red  worms  and  gentles  were  the  hook  baits,  and  I 
gave  them  a  small  baiting  of  the  usual  bread  and 
bran  ground-bait ;  I  used  a  rather  heavy  quill 
float,  and  run  it  down  just  over  the  edge  of  the  ice. 
the  bait  within  an  inch  of  the  bottom  ;  those 
roach  bit  at  every  swim,  and  before  I  left  off 
I  had  a  basket  completely  full ;  there  were  no 
small  fish  whatever,  the  bulk  going  no  less  than 
lOoz.  to  12oz.  apiece.  Once  or  twice  on  the  Trent 
I  have  had  roach  from  a  melting  snow  water,  and 
my  friend,  Mr.  S.  Hayward,  of  Trowbridge,  assures 
me  that  several  times  he  has  had  similar  experiences 
in  the  Hampshire  and  Wiltshire  Avon  and  Frome, 
getting  on  more  than  one  occasion  from  20lb.  to 
301b.  of  good-class  roach,  when  a  thick  and  heavy 
snow  water  has  been  running. 

There  are  at  least  three  different  ways  of  fishing 
for  roach,  and  one  or  two  of  these  methods  can  also 
be  subdivided  into  further  sections,  the  eighteen- 
foot  roach-pole  and  tight  line  having  very  many 
advocates  on  many  waters.  This  plan  is  adopted 
generally  on  sluggish  rivers  that  run  fairly  deep, 
a  smallish  float  and  the  finest  of  tackle  being 
necessary. 

Then  there  is  a  school  of  roach  anglers  who  use 
a  fifteen-foot  rod,  but  also  employ  in  addition  a 
reel  and  running  tackle,  fishing  in  deep  and  wide 
rivers  that  have  some  pretence  to  a  stream 
running  down  them.  Then  there  is  another  school 
that  must  of  necessity  use  a  light  and  handy 
rod,  not  more  than  eleven  feet  in  length  at 
the  outside,  with  one  of  the  easiest  running  centre- 
pin  reels,  and  the  finest  of  undressed  silk  lines,  who 
must  also  use  a  larger  float  and  a  much  heavier 
weighted  tackle  than  their  brethren  of  the  deeper, 
slower  streams  ;  the  men  of  the  fast  waters  are 
compelled  in  many  cases  to  throw  their  float  right 
out  into  mid-stream ;  while  the  fishermen  of  the 
deep  and  sluggish  waters  often  find  their  quarrj'  in 
close  proximity  to  the  bank. 

I  have  been  with  some  of  the  finest  roach  pole 
men  that  London  has  in  its  ranks,  and  never  found 
much  difficulty  in  holding  my  own,  and  I  never 
yet  used  a  long  roach  pole  and  a  tight  line ;  the 
nearest  approach  to  it  has  been  with  a  15ft.  white 
cane  rod,  a  light  centre-pin  reel,  and  the  usual 
running  line  and  tackle.  I  can  look  back  over  the 
past  twenty  years  at  any  rate,  and  cannot  find  a 
single  occasion  when  I  could  not  comfortably  fish 
the  Thames,  the  Lea,  the  Great  Ouse,  the  Colne, 
the  Blackwater,  the  Medway,  the  Nene.  the  Wey, 
the  Stour,  and  several  others,  all  these  rivers 
having  more  or  less  one  great  feature  in  common. 

The  Trent  and  the  middle  Witham,  together  with 
various  other  rivers  and  streams,  some  narrow,  some 
very  much  wider,  most  of  them  faster  running,  and 
somewhat  shallow  and  bright,  must  have  the 
Trent  man's  motto  of  "fine  and  far  off"  carried 
out  to  the  letter  if  a  catch  of  roach  is  to  be  made 
from  those  waters. 

Roach  fishing  is  the  most  cosmopolitan  sport 
going,  it  lends  itself  to  any  and  every  class  of 
fisherman,  as  no  other  doss  or  can ;  the  country 
labourer  with  his  long  willow  rod,  just  as  nature 
fashioned  it,  and  his  modest  stock  of  hooks  and 
lines,  enjoys  his  sport,  and  probably  gets  more  out 
of  it,  than  the  merchant  who  gives  ten  pounds  for 
his  outfit  and  travels  far  and  wide  in  his  search  for 
roach.  The  man  with  a  wooden  leg  or  a  hopeless 
cripple  can  sit  quietly  on  his  basket,  when  he  could 
not  climb  the  crags  and  rocks,  and  torrents  of  a 
mountain  stream,  or  rove  the  streams  and  heavy 
currents  for  chub  and  barbel. 

In  my  wanderings  I  have  seen  the  schoolboy  of 
nine  and  the  veteran  of  eighty ;  a  most  wonderful 
assortment  of  rods  and  tackle,  that  if  collected 
together  would  make  a  marvellous  exhibition,  and 
all  this  assortment  of  men  and  material  have  been 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  the  widely  distributed 
and  accommodating  roach. 

For  years  I  roamed  the  Great  Ouse  from  St. 
Neots  down  to  Denver  Sluice,  and  had  sport  of  the 
best.  Very  many  times  I  have  had  little  or  nothing 
to  show  for  a  day's  work,  many  other  times  the 
roach  have  been  few  but  good  ;  and  every  time 
there  was  much  to  see.  Nature  in  ah  her  changes 
was  ever  imfolding  her  beauties,  and  we  could  look 
from  nature  to  nature's  God,  and  feel  glad  we  were 
alive  to  see  it,  and  enjoy  the  boimtiful  measure 
that  is  so  lavishly  handed  to  us. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  6f  Iiisli  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followind  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  Tiri  niin.  for  Kew." 

40   ,,    ,,   Putney.  Addl'-'   "  ^^icliniom'- 

4r,  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  '^""]8n  ,.  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,    „    Barnes.  185   ,,    „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLK.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  Londim  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMK  OF  High  Wateii  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Jan.  27    3.38    3.58 

Sunday,  „    28    4.17    4.35 

Monday,  ,,    2fl    4.53    .5.10 

Tue.sday,         „    30    5.28    .5.45 

Wednesday,     ,,   31    C.  3    6.23 

Tliursday,     Feb.  1    «.4S    7.  4 

Friday,  „     2    7.28    7.53 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  having 
been  exceedingly  high,  on  Thur-sday  began  to  show, 
a  decided  tendency  to  clear,  and  anglers  should  not 
miss  this  week-end,  for  the  fish  are  almost  certain 
to  be  feeding  well.  There  is  a  strong  stream  which 
will  drive  the  fish  in  to  the  bank,  and  the  colour  of 
the  water  is  improving  rapidly.  Roach  and  chub 
should  provide  specially  good  sport.  Up  to  going 
to  press  with  this  note  the  water  has  been  too  much 
coloured  to  fish,  but  with  the  absence  of  rain,  the 
river  by  Jan.  29  should  be  in  excellent  trim.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  on  Jan.  22, 
Mr.  Russell  said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Board  to  the  management  of  the  weirs.  They 
had  recently  been  troubled  with  a  great  quantity 
of  water  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  their  officials  in  the  upper  river 
district  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  conform  to  a 
hide-bound  policv  in  the  management  of  the  sluices 
at  the  weirs.  Directly  the  water  at  Windsor  got 
down  a  bit,  the  sluices  were  shut.  He  thought  at 
a  time  like  this  there  should  be  a  reasonable  discre- 
tion allowed  to  the  lock-keepers,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  shut  down  the  sluices 
directly  the  water  had  got  to  a  certain  head-water 
level.  It  was  a  very  important  matter  to  riparian 
owners  and  residents  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
river.  The  weirs  did  not  seem  to  be  managed  on  a 
proper  principle.  Hard  and  fast  rules  .should  be  put 
on  one  side  in  the  presence  of  exceptional  conditions. 
The  chairman  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  staff 
exercised  a  very  intelligent  discretion  with  regard 
to  the  management  of  floods,  and  considering  the 
enormous  area  they  drained — 3800  square  miles — 
the  water  was  got  rid  of  very  much  more  quickly 
and  expeditiously  in  the  Thames  Valley  than  in 
any  other  valley  in  England.  At  his  request 
telephone  messages  had  been  received,  showing 
that  at  Oxford  and  Reading  the  water  was  now 
steadily  falling,  and  at  Teddington  it  was  below 
head.  He  had  been  a  considerable  distance  up  the 
river  in  the  previous  week,  and  while  he  found 
there  were  floods  in  places,  he  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  that  lower  down  the  water  was  well 
within  bounds.  The  Lower  River  Committee 
reported  as  follows: — "We  have  received  a  report 
from  the  Chief  Inspector,  dated  Dec.  16,  that  on 
the  occasion  of  race  meetings  at  Hurst  Park  the 
ferry  boats  at  Hampton  are  frequently  overcrowded. 
The  secretary  stated  that  as  there  is  no  bye-law  of 
the  Conservators  dealing  with  the  question  of 
overcrowding,  he  had  communicated  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject,  and  had  received  a 
reply  stating  that  they  have  no  power  to  interfere 
with  the  matter.  The  secretary,  after  conferring 
with  the  solicitor,  suggests  that  a  bye-law  should 
be  incorporated  in  the  proposed  new  code  re- 
quiring all  ferry  boats  to  be  registered  by  the 
Conservators,  and  to  be  marked  with  the  number 
of  passengers  which  may  be  carried  by  such 
boats.  The  committee  approve  the  suggestion 
and  recommend  accordingly." — Adopted.  Mount 
Felix,  Walton,  one  of  the  most  picturesquely 
situated  residences  on  the  Thames,  which  overlooks 
the  pretty  Walton  reach  of  the  river,  has  just  been 
purchased  by  Mi-.  W.  J.  Compton,  of  Hyde  Park 
Gardens.  W.,  who  will  shortly  take  up  residence 
there.  Mount  Felix,  which  possesses  a  fine  river 
frontage  and  extensive  grounds,  has  for  some  years 
past  formed  the  headquarters  of  the  Walton  Amateur 
Regatta,  and  fears  had  been  entertained  that  the 
estate  would  be  used  for  the  establishment  of  a 
factory  or  for  building  purposes.  The  old  riverside 
inn  the  "Griffon,"  at  Caversham,  near  Reading,  is 
soon  to  be  pulled  down.  Its  sign  was  taken  from 
the  griffon  crest  of  the  Craven  family,  owners  of 
Caversham  Park  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 


century,  but  the  low  rooms  and  timber-framing  of 
the  house  are  of  a  much  earlier  date. — F.  H. 
Ami'iilett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  fallen  several 
inches  during  the  last  few  days  and  is  fast  toning 
down  to  a  nice  colour,  of  course  a  strong  stream 
is  running ;  already  several  nice  perch  up  to  1  lb. 
7oz.  have  been  caught,  also  some  small  jack  and  a 
few  roach.  Prospects  for  sport  again  look  very 
promising,  and  some  good  bags  should  be  made 
during  the  coming  week,  providing  we  do  not  get  a 
lot  more  rain. — Stanley  Mrad. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery).  Radcot 
Bridoe. — Clear,  bright  frost  has  taken  the  place  of 
rain ;  the  river  is  again  well  within  the  banks,  a 
good  stream  runnmg  and  colour  excellent.  Every- 
thing now  points  to  a  happy  ending  of  the  season. 
A  gentleman  from  Swindon  got  a  few  roach  on 
Jan.  21  in  the  eddies. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Teddingfton  Weir). — Water  getting  in 
fine  condition.  I  have  had  two  half  days,  five 
jack  and  seventeen  perch,  largest  jack  5Jlb.  My 
brother  Sydney  has  taken  two  nice  jack  with  Mr. 
Poole  to-day  (Jan.  24) ;  I  have  not  got  their  weight. 
There  is  one  thing  I  am  very  sorry  to  see  at  our 
waterside.  There  are  two  or  three  men  who  get 
their  living  by  fishing  all  the  winter,  and  as  soon  as 
there  are  a  few  jack  at  the  weir,  they  go  out  by 
themselves  and  catch  them,  instead  of  getting  a 
customer.  I  think  any  gentleman  who  employs  a 
fisherman  ought  to  bar  such  men  as  these.  It  only 
wants  a  little  inquiry  to  know  who  these  men  are, 
as  they  have  been  out  the  last  three  days. — Walter 
McBride. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).  —  Wednesday.  —  The 
water  has  gone  down  nearly  three  feet  since  Friday 
last,  and  should  be  in  good  condition  by  Saturday. 
The  frost  is  rapidly  fining  it  down,  and  the  outlook 
for  all  round  sport  was  never  better.  The  roach 
were  feeding  well  to-day,  and  as  soon  as  the  water 
clears  a  little  more  there  will  be  a  grand  chance  to 
get  some  chub.  To-morrow  I  shall  try  and  find  a 
big  jack  that  broke  me  up  about  two  montVis  ago. 
I  hope  I  may  bo  able  to  report  his  capture  next 
week. — P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Bore  (Norfollc,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
river  is  very  high — over  banks,  in  fact,  in  places — 
and  very  dirty.  The  N.W.  winds  also  prevent  the 
water  getting  away  as  these  bring  up  high  tides, 
consequently  angling  is  very  slack,  and  will  be  until 
the  river  lowers  and  clears,  when,  given  mild 
weather,  roach  fishing  should  be  good,  with  a  very 
fair  chance  of  bream.  Perch  are  now  taking  the 
worm  on  paternoster  tackle,  but  rather  slowly.  I 
had  a  few  nice  ones  on  Jan.  14,  but  only  one  on 
Jan.  21  of  somewhat  over  1  lb.  Pike  fishing  is  slow 
on  public  waters,  but  when  the  private  broads 
begin  to  be  fished  in  earnest  next  month  we  shall 
probably  hear  of  some  "whoppers."  All  this  high 
water  will  have  sent  the  majority  of  river  fish  into 
the  cleaner  waters  of  the  broads,  and  every  little 
broadlet  will  probably  have  additions  to  its  existing 
stock.  Weather  at  present  very  mild,  wet,  and 
unsettled,  N.W.  wind.  Rivers  all  over  the  district 
high  and  dirty,  and  present  prospects  are  poor. — 
C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  very  wet 
weather  of  the  past  week  or  two  has  this  week 
turned  into  sharp  frosts.  A  good  many  salmon 
have  been  seen  going  up  over  the  weir  pass.  The 
exclusive  right  of  netting  salmon  in  the  river 
between  and  including  the  Seymour  Hutch  Pool 
and  Berry  Pond  Stone  below  Fleet  Mill  Quay, 
which  is  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  is 
up  for  public  tender.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  T.  Notley, 
of  Diptford,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  Avon 
and  Erme  Conservators,  vice  Mr.  J.  F.  Cornish 
Bowden,  deceased. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Taw  and  Torridge 
Conservators  have  adopted  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  R. 
Doe  that  "  the  commencement  and  termination  of 
the  annual  close  season  are  hereby  altered  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  fishery  district,  so 
that  all  siich  seasons  for  all  modes  of  salmon  fishing, 
except  with  rod  and  line,  shall  commence  on 
Sept.  14  and  terminate  on  April  30  following,  both 
inclusive;  and  the  close  season  for  rods  commence 
Nov.  1  and  terminate  Feb.  1  following,  both 
inclusive. ' ' — De  vonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  angling  frater- 
nity are  recording  more  votes  than  record  fish  in 
the  West  of  England,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few'pike,  perch,  and  roach  near  St.  David's  Station, 
Exwick,  and  in  the  canal,  very  little  has  been  done. 
Very  little  sea-fishing  to  mention,  gales,  prior  to 
present  frost,  being  in  evidence.  Some  pollack 
have  been  caught  on  Exmouth  Pier  by  Messrs.  White 
and  Popkin,  by  Mrs.  Norman,  an  enthusiastic  lady 
angler,  and  others. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  cleared 
considerably,  and  promises  to  be  in  good  condition 
f®r  roach-fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Few  fish 
have  been  taken  lately,  as  sport  has  been  very  slow 


as  a  result  of  the  thick  water  and  changeable 
weather. — Izaak  Walton. 

ZvLgg  and  Arrow  (X.eominster  . — Both  streams 
are  running  high  and  coloured,  and  have  been 
higher  than  for  months  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
any  kind  of  fishing.  There  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  this  week,  and  some  frost  and 
fogs  had,  but  angling  will  be  very  slow  until  the 
water  clears,  which  will  not  be  before  next  week, 
when  sport  may  bo  expected. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — To-day  (Wednesday) 
we  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  river  back  to 
its  proper  level  here  and  a  first-rate  colour.  Some 
gentlemen  were  out  Sunday  and  Monday  and  got  a 
beautiful  lot  of  large  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  and  some 
very  decent  perch.  Anyone  wishing  for  sport  should 
now  embrace  the  opportunity,  as  it  is  all  right  here 
again. — A.  Scard. 

Severn  (Shropshire). —  Disagreeable  climatic 
conditions  have  deterred  most  anglers  from  seeking 
sport  of  late,  and  those  who  have  been  out  do  not 
appear  to  have  taken  fish  of  any  noteworthy 
dimensions.  The  streams  are  now,  however, 
settling  down  into  good  order,  and,  given  a  spell  of 
frost,  some  good  pike  should  be  captured  before  the 
advent  of  the  close  season.  Both  still  and  running 
waters  in  Shropshire  provide  excellent  coarse  fish 
angling  under  favourable  conditions.  Tlie  private 
meres  between  Shrewsbury  and  Ellesmere  are  well 
stocked  with  perch,  roach,  and  bream. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh). — All  these  rivers  have  been  very  much 
flooded  during  the  past  week,  and  on  Friday  the 
Severn  was  so  very  high  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Melverley,  about  four  miles  below  Llanymynech, 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  to  be  conveyed 
from  their  homes  in  boats  in  order  to  record  their 
votes,  it  being  polling  day  for  the  Oswestry  division 
of  Shropshire.  One  boatload  got  upset  owing 
to  colliding  with  an  unseen  post  in  a  fence  hidden 
by  the  water,  but  all  escaped  with  a  good  ducking, 
and  were  able  to  vote  after  the  mishap.  The 
weather  at  present  is  much  more  settled  with 
sharp  frosty  nights,  and  the  Tanat,  Vyrnwy,  and 
Cain  will  soon  be  in  fair  condition  for  angling 
should  the  weather  continue  favourable,  but  it 
will  be  some  days  before  the  Severn  will  be  in  a 
fit  state  for  any  other  kind  of  sport  except  angling 
for  pike. — Vyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bares,  Snffblk).  —  Very  little  angling 
has  been  done  during  the  past  week  or  two,  the 
water  having  been  totally  out  of  condition.  The 
river  is  now  again  running  into  splendid  trim,  and 
some  good  sport,  without  a  great  change  occurs, 
may  be  expected.  •  Some  decent  roach  have  been 
captured  up  to  1  lb.  each,  but  the  weather  has  been 
too  unsettled  for  many  anglers  to  venture  out. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — In 
West  Sussex  we  were  on  Wednesday  in  the  throes 
of  the  election,  and  the  red  and  whites  and  blues 
are  angling  for  voters,  some  of  whom  have  so  great 
a  mind  that  it  takes  a  long  time  making  up.  As 
regards  angling  notes  they  are  but  few.  The 
weather  has  improved.  A  smart  frost  ushered 
in  polling  day,  and  has  continued  so  far.  From 
all  sources  I  hear  the  floods  are  not  on  the 
increase,  and  rivers  where  they  are  to  be  found  are 
of  a  pea-soup3^  consistence.  My  East  Sussex 
correspondent  has  not  vouchsafed  a  letter,  so  must 
infer  that  he  is  electioneering  or  has  nothing  to 
write  about  respecting  the  Ouse  or  Cuckmere.  The 
Canal  at  Chichester  is  in  excellent  order.  A  few 
visitors  have  tried  their  hand  among  the  pike ; 
several  fish  up  to  about  101b.  are  to  be  seen  feeding, 
but  refuse  all  lures.  The  small  boys  have  captured 
a  few  bream,  some  up  to  fib.,  and  small  roach  and 
perch. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  has  been  running 
high  and  muddy  and  in  a  flood,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  changed  to 
frost  at  night  with  foggy  mornings,  but  angling 
has  been  at  a  standstill  this  week.  The  water  is 
going  down  slowly,  and  on  Wednesday  one  or  two 
anglers  were  out  with  the  maggot,  but  sport  was 
limited  and  very  little  done.  With  fine  weather 
there  should  be  some  sport  had  by  the  beginning 
of  next  week  with  fly,  grasshopper,  and  maggot, 
and  good  grayling  landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcross  Ley. — There  has  been  no  fishermen 
here  during  the  elections.  The  last  day's  pike 
fishing  here  Mr.  Sandford  got  eleven  runs  and 
caught  eight  pike.  I  hope  as  soon  as  the  elections 
are  over  the  fishing  will  commence  again.  The 
water  is  in  capital  condition  and  the  fish  are 
plentiful. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Our  rivers  are  still  out  of  fishing  con- 
dition through  tlie  recent  stormy  weather.  The 
Tyne  is  running  with  a  fair  volume  of  snow-water, 
and  the  rods  that  have  been  out  report  sport  bad. 
I  know  of  two  rods  on  the  Till  which  had  very  poor 
catches,  both  maggots  and  worm  were  tried.  The 
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hills  were  covered  with  snow,  and  the  milky-blue 
snow-water  had  the  same  effect  with  the  grayling. 
The  grayling  season  is  getting  far  advanced,  and 
the  large  fi-sh  are   already  turning. — Henry  A. 

MUETON. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — There  has  been  a  great  improvement 
in  the  atmospheric  conditions  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  angling  has  improved  considerably.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible all  last  week  to  get  to  the  riverside,  owing  to 
the  almost  inces-ant  rains  and  hail.  But  to  get  out 
of  the  "  flowing  tide  "  I  looked  out  some  pike  tackle 
on  Saturday  and  braved  the  rain  and  wind,  fishing 
the  Yore  between  Ulla  Bridge  and  Middleham.  I 
ran  several  fish  in  a  short  time,  and  finished  up  by 
killing  one,  a  handsome  female  pike  of  101b.  I 
think  I  could  have  got  another  or  two,  but  storms 
drove  me  home.  On  Sunday  the  river  was  again 
in  flood,  and  on  Monday  the  water  was  too 
thick  for  pike  or  grayling  fishing,  but  I  managed  to 
kill  some  grand  dace  with  the  httle  red  worm. 
Many  anglers  in  Wensleydale  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  James  Wray,  fishing  tackle 
dealer,  etc.,  of  Leyburn,  at  the  early  age  of 
forty-four.  Poor  Jim,  like  his  father  before 
him,  was  a  keen  angler,  in  fact,  a  good  all- 
round  sportsman.  We  laid  him  to  rest  on  Monday 
afternoon  in  VVensley  churchyard,  close  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  he  loved  so  well  and  fished  so 
often  until  illness  kept  him  at  home.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  in  the  lower  reaches  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  Sport  on  the 
whole  has  not  been  very  good,  owing  to  high 
waters.  Beyond  these  districts  hardly  any 
anglers  have  been  out  up  to  Wednesday. 
The  River  Wharfe  has  been  out  of  condition  up  to 
!Monday  last.  Since  then  the  water  has  fined  down, 
and  has  been  in  excellent  trim  for  angling.  In  the 
upper  reaches  at  Grassington  and  BurnsaU  some 
very  nice  grayling  have  been  caught  with  the 
maggot  and  worm.  At  Ilkley  one  or  two  anglers 
have  been  seen  out.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
very  poor  in  this  district.  In  the  districts  of  Poole, 
Woodhall,  and  Collingham  several  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  some  very  nice  catches  of  roach  and  dace 
have  been  made.  At  Tadcaster,  also,  some  nice 
roach  and  dace  have  been  taken.  Angling  matters 
have  been  very  quiet  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Nidd,  but  in  the  lower  reaches  at  Knaresborough 
and  Hunsingore  some  very  nice  catches  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  got.  Anglers  looking  out  for  vacancies 
in  an  angling  club,  .should  they  like  to  join  the  Harro- 
gate Angling  Association,  who  rent  a  portion  of  the 
River  Nidd,  I  hear  there  are  about  ten  vacancies  in 
this  club.  An  early  application  is  nece.ssary. 
Prospects  for  the  coming  week-end  are  better  than 
they  have  been  for  many  days,  and  anglers  can 
look  forward  to  having  some  good  all-round  sport. — 
John"  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Z!sk  and  Iiiddle. — The  angling  season 
has  commenced  well  in  the  Double  water,  and  a 
fairly  good  spring  salmon  opening  is  anticipated. 
With  regard  to  .spawning  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  reports  speak  favourably.  Angling  proper,  in 
the  Esk  and  Liddle,  is  now  within  measurable 
distance.  The  waters  have  been  running  high 
recently,  and  therefore  in  good  condition  for  fish 
ascending  to  the  upper  reaches.  A  note  from 
Canonbie  states  that  both  rivers  are  in  splendid 
order,  and  a  sea-trout  season  above  the  average  may 
be  looked  forward  to.  In  the  Ewes,  Wauchope,  and 
Tarras,  good  hauls  of  trout  are  expected  in  the  near 
future.  — G  ii,NOC  kik  . 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  IT.B.). — On  Jan.  19,  Mr. 
MoKenzie  caught  a  salmon  of  l(jlb. ;  Miss  Alma 
Knight,  one,  171b.,  on  Jan.  22;  Mr.  J.  P.  Ryan,  a 
,ice  salmon  of  241b.  on  the  River  Lyon  on  the 
liOtel  water  on  Jan.  19;  Mr.  E.  Berry,  one,  181b. 
Loch  coming  into  good  ply,  and  prospects  have 
»  not  been  so  good  for  years. — W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killln  Hotel). — On  Jan.  19,  Mr. 
Steen  landed  two  salmon  of  251b.  and  171b.  On 
•Jan.  20,  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright,  two,  171b.  and  lolb.  ; 
.Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  on>^,  191b. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  McGregor, 
one,  171b.  On  Jan.  22,  Dr.  Gemmel,  one,  181b.  ; 
Dr.  Clark,  one,  171b.  On  Jan.  23,  Dr.  Gemmel,  one, 
201b.;  Dr.  Clark,  one,  I7lb. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  McGregor, 
one,  21  lb.  On  Jan.  24,  Dr.  Clark,  one,  181b. ;  Dr. 
Holdon.  two.  There  are  a  great  number  of  fresh- 
run  salmon  in  tin;  loch. — H.  J.  Knigut. 

Loch  Tay  (Lochay  Hotel). — On  Jan.  19,  Mr. 
VVm.  Bennett  landed  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  221b. 
On  Jan.  20,  .Mr.  VVm.  Bennett,  three,  201b.,  ICIb., 
and  1.51b.  On  Jan.  22,  Mr.  Murray,  Skelmorlie, 
■ne,  181b.  On  Jan.  2.3,  Mr.  Murray,  one,  261b.; 
Mr.  Wrn.  Bennett,  one,  1.51b. — Wm.  Bennett. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  J. 
Jiigby,  Leicester,  had  a  salmon  of  231b.  On  Jan.  20, 
Mr.  Rigby,  one,  lOlb.  ;  Captain  Hargreaves,  Wrays- 


ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVEESIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Fi/nlay, 


Will  he  do  it  ? 


Look  to  youe  Rod. 
He  has  seen  a  fish  rise  in  the  next  pool. 


A  Long  Embrace. 
After  a  tremendous  run. 
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bury,  one,  171b.  On  Jan.  23,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,' 
Richmond,  one,  121b. — R.  Sttswart. 

North  of  Scotland. — With  harder  weather  con- 
ditions the  rivers  are  falling  considerably.  It  will 
be  all  the  better,  for  in  an  abnormally  early  season 
like  the  present  fish  are  apt  to  get  too  far  inland 
and  congest  the  middle  pools.  Till  the  temperature 
rises  they  will  not  push  inland,  and  so  the  bulk  of 
the  first  or  earliest  run  usually  falls  to  the  few  rods 
in  the  middle  pools  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  such  like. 
There  is  an  entire  absence  of  disease  this  season, 
and  not  a  single  dead  or  fungoid  fish  has  been 
observed  on  the  Grandholm  Don  waters  all  the 
season  through.  The  netting  season  opens  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  and  some  hundred  odd  stations  on 
Feb.  1 1.  The  presence  of  seals  on  the  coast  indicate 
abundance  of  salmon,  but  lately  the  weather  has 
been  somewhat  rough,  and  fish  are  said  to  be  off 
the  coast  for  the  nonce.  On  every  hand  there  are 
most  sanguine  hopes  being  entertained  of  a  good 
spring  fishing. — G.  M. 

Tay. — Notwithstanding  the  high  state  of  the 
riviT  since  the  opening  on  Jan.  15,  splendid  sport 
has  been  got  on  most  of  the  principal  beats  between 
Aberfoldy  and  Stanley.  For  the  opening  week  it  is 
considered  the  most  succe-stul  we  have  had  for 
many  years.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
catches  for  week  ending  Jan.  23.  Castle  Menzius 
Water.— Sir  Neil  Menzies'  boatmen,  fishing  this 
stretch  on  Jan.  18,  killed  a  new-run  fish  of  18lb. 
Grandtully  and  FiNDYNATE. — Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs 
killed  one  fi>h,  131b.,  on  Jan.  17  ;  two  of  IS^Ib.  and 
131b.  on  Jan.  18;  one  of  221b  on  Jan.  19;  one,  2Glb., 
on  Jan.  20;  and  four  of  18Jlb.,  181b.,  181b.,  and 
141b.  on  Jan.  22,  and  Mr.  Dubs  killed  altogether 
twenty  weighing  305pb.  during  the  first  week. 
Mr.  James  Robertson  on  Pitcastle  Pool  one  fish, 
151b.  PiTNACsEE. — Mr.  H.  J.  Pearith  landed  one 
salmon,  24lb.,  and  Mrs.  Pearith  two  of  181b.  and 
151b.  on  Jan.  18.  Cloichfoldich. — Mr.  H.  W. 
Johnston  caught  one  of  22^1  b.  on  Jan.  20.  Dalguise. 
— Mr.  H.  J.  Pearith  killed  one  fi.sh  lOlb.  on  Jan.  19. 
Mr.  Stephen  Sanderson,  one  fish,  lOilb.,  on  Jan.  20  ; 
and  Col.  W.  P.  Phillpotts,  three,  of  24lb.,  ISlb.,  and 
161b.,  on  Jan.  23.  Loweh  Dunkeld. — Mr.  Stephen 
Sanderson  got  one  fish,  181b.,  on  Jan.  17;  and 
another  of  181b.  on  Jan.  23.  Delvine. — Mr.  Graeme 
A.  VVhitelaw  landed  one  fish,  19lb.,  on  Jan.  16; 
three  of  2jlb.,  141b.,  and  131b.,  on  Jan.  18  ;  and  one 
of  17lb.  on  Jan.  20.  MuBTHLy  Castle. — The  boat- 
men got  one  salmon,  201b.,  on  Jan.  17  ;  and  two  of 
251b.  and  131b.  on  Jan.  18  ;  while  Mr.  E.  J.  Game 
had  two  of  241b.  and  l8jlb.,  and  Mr.  F.  Tooth,  one 
of  201b.,  on  Jan.  19  ;  and  Mr.  Game,  one  of  21  lb.  on 
Jan.  20.  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — Fishing 
this  water  on  Jan.  17,  Mr.  Alex  Heyder  killed  one 
salmon,  171b.  ;  on  Jan.  18,  two  of  181b.  and  71b. ; 
on  Jan.  19,  three  of  18Jlb.,  141b.,  and,  l4lb.  ;  on 
Jan.  20,  three  of  21  lb.,  I8lb.,  and  15lb. ;  on  Jan.  22, 
one  of  171b.  ;  and  on  Jan.  23,  two  of  231b.  and  141b., 
being  a  total  of  twelve  fish,  weighing  196ilb.,  for 
the  week.  Benchill  and  Bubnmouth  Beats. — 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson  killed  one  fish,  20lb. ,  on  Jan.  1 7  ; 
four  fish,  251b.,  181b.,  14lb.,  and  81b.,  on  Jan.  18  ; 
one  of  25.Ub.  on  Jan.  22,  and  two  of  191b.  and  171b. 
on  Jan.  23  ;  while  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  got  four  fish 
of  261b.,  201b.,  171b  and  171b.,  being  a  total  of 
twelve  fi^h,  226^1b.,  for  the  week.  Stobhall. — Mr. 
R.  D.  Younger  and  Mr.  Scott  killed  two  fish,  211b. 
and  161b.,  on  Jan.  18,  two  of  ISlb.  and  151b.  on 
Jan.  19,  two  of  2alb.  and  141b.  on  Jan.  20,  two  of 
221b.  and  191b.  on  Jan.  22,  andone  of  15lb.  on  Jan.  23. 
Battleby. — Mr.  Coats'  boatmenkilledonefish,  l9lb., 
onjan.  17,  and  Capt.  Milburne  one  of  171b.  onJan.  19. 
River  Tommel. — Fishing  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Tummel  last  week,  an  angler  killed  four  fine  fish  of 
241b.,  191b.,  161b.,  and  16lb.  Looh  Tay,  Killin 
Hotel. — Mr.  Steen  killed  two  fine  salmon  of  25lb. 
and  171b.  on  Jan.  19.  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright,  two  of 
171b.  and  151b.,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  one  of  191b., 
and  Mr.  J  H.  McGregor,  one  of  171b.,  on  Jan.  20. 
Dr.  Geminel,  one  fish  of  181b.,  and  Dr.  Clark,  one 
of  171b.,  on  Jan.  22.  Dr.  Clark,  one,  17lb.,  Dr. 
Geminel,  one,  201b.,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  McGregor,  one 
of  21  lb.,  on  Jan.  23.  There  are  a  great  number  of 
fresh  run  salmon  in  the  loch. — A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caitliness). — Although  this  river  opened 
on  Jan  11,  it  is  only  this  week  that  it  has  come 
into  ply,  and  although  anglers  have  not  arrived, 
still  a  few  fish  are  being  got  this  week.  The  first 
fish  was  got  on  Jan.  16  and  weighed  7|lb ;  on 
Jan.  22,  on  beat  No.  7,  one  fish  of  15lb.  ;  and  on 
Jan.  23,  on  beat  No.  1,  two  fish  of  201b.  and  141b.  ; 
and  on  beat  No.  3  one  of  151b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

E .  ne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  (co.  Donegal). — 

The  past  spawning  season  has  been  a  successful 
one,  as  the  conditions  of  the  water  and  weather 
were  favourable,  and  salmon  were  plentiful  on  the 
spawning  waters  of  both  the  above  rivers.  Rod 
angling  opens  on  the  Bundrowes  river  on  Feb.  1, 
and  as  a  good  many  clean  run  spring  salmon  have 


already  ascended  the  river,  some  early  sport  is 
expected.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  mild  for 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  river,  though  in  big 
water,  is  in  fair  fishing  order. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Killarney  — The  waters  here  are  falling,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  opening  day  are  reassuring, 
especially  as  salmon  are  known  to  be  coming  up 
from  the  sea  in  goodly  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Oerg  (Killaloe). — Owing 
to  the  spirited  action  taken  last  summer  during  the 
long  drought  and  consequent  low  water  by  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  in  having  caused 
the  vast  quantities  of  gravel  that  had  been  allowed 
to  accumulate  in  heaps  all  over  the  salmon  and 
trout  spawning  grounds  above  the  Bridge  at 
Killaloe,  enormous  numbers  of  adult  fish  have 
spawned  here  at  Killaloe  since  Christmas.  I  can 
speak  to  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  spawning 
times  here,  but  in  all  these  seasons  have 
never  witnessed  such  quantities  of  fish  on 
the  redds.  The  result  will  be  that  the 
coming  spring  and  summer  will  find  the  river  full 
of  ealmon  and  trout.  The  angling  season  will  open 
on  February  1,  from  which  date  sport  is  almost 
certain  to  be  first-rate.  The  water  is  in  perfect 
ply,  and  fish  are  beginning  to  show  in  goodly 
quantities. — S.  J.  Horley. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Angling  opens  hero 
on  Feb.  1,  and  as  the  opening  day  draws  near 
prospects  are  getting  brighter.  Salmon  continue 
to  arrive  from  the  sea  as  is  evidenced  by  the  takes 
of  those  fish  at  the  weir  on  the  river.  Thirteen  or 
fourteen  boats  will  go  out  on  the  lake  on  the  first 
day  if  the  weather  be  favourable.  The  water  is 
getting  into  better  order  and  is  falling  rapidly. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bnmham-on-Cronch.  —  Some  of  the  visiting 
anglers  have  been  having  very  rough  weather  hero 
daring  the  past  week.  Still  they  ventured  out, 
although  blowing  a  gale  of  wind,  but  they  could 
not  stick  it  long,  and  were  ill  rewarded  for  their 
pluck  in  venturing  out  in  such  stormy  weather, 
their  united  catch  being  a  few  dabs  and  pouting. 
Mr.  G.  Mitchell  came  down  on  Saturday  last,  and 
had  a  most  successful  day  with  the  codling.  His 
total  weighed  321b.  He  is  the  most  successful 
visiting  angler  we  have  down,  and  in  most  instances 
fishes  alone ;  hiring  a  row  boat,  he  goes  down  to  his 
favourite  swim,  puts  his  rod  together,  baits  his 
hooks,  then  patiently  awaits  for  the  knock  which  is 
sure  to  come.  He  takes  most  of  his  fish  on  the  ebb 
tide.  Capt  W.  Spooner  has  been  catching  a  few 
good  dabs  and  pouting,  other  local  anglers  have 
been  getting  a  few. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  <tbe  Pier). — The  whiting  seem  at  last  to 
have  quitted  this  locality,  as  none  have  been  caught 
during  the  last  ten  days,  but  codling  in  consider- 
able numbers  come  to  hand  daily,  and,  though 
generally  small,  all  are  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
The  heavy  ground  swell  which  has  recently  pre- 
vailed has  evidently  disturbed  all  flatfish,  and 
scarcely  half  a  dozen  have  been  caught  during  the 
present  week.  On  Friday,  January  19,  Mrs.  Dodd, 
Mr.  Clapp,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Tress,  Mr.  Stock,  and  Mr. 
Bushnell  fished  the  greater  part  of  the  day  with 
little  success,  a  strong  north-west  wind  prevailing  all 
day,  causing  a  heavy  sea  and  very  discoloured 
water.  Miss  Jameson,  Mr.  A.  J.  Stait,  and 
Mr.  S.  Coke  joined  forces  with  the  above  on 
Saturday  (Jan.  20),  but  sport  again  proved  very 
poor,  the  water  retaining  much  discoloration. 
Only  two  rods  were  in  evidence  on  the  following 
day,  wielded  by  Mr.  Tress  and  Mr.  Glen,  and  the 
latter  took  six  nice  codling,  the  largest  of 
which  scaled  four  pounds.  Additional  anglers  on 
Monday  (Jan.  22)  were  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Captain  Dicks.  Premier 
honours  on  this  day  fell  to  Mr.  S.  Coke,  who  landed 
nina  codling  in  the  afternoon,  but  some  three  or 
four  rods  did  scarcely  anything.  Sport  was  fairly 
good  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  23),  and  nearly  every  one 
present  made  a  small  bag.  Captain  Dicks  heading 
the  list  with  seven  codling  vyhich  totalled  121b., 
his  best  fish  scaling  3^1b.  Mr.  Waddell  and  Master 
Douglas  Hervy-Mackay  were  additionals  on  Wed- 
nesday (Jan.  24) ;  matters  ruled  very  slow  tlirough- 
out  the  forenoon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp  and  Mr.  Davis 
put  in  an  appearance  in  the  afternoon,  when 
material  improvement  took  place.  Mr.  Waddell  and 
Captain  Dicss  each  bagged  a  nice  lot  of  codling, 
but  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  day,  a  plump  one 
weighing  nearly  4lb.,  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Clapp, 
and  Mrs.  Clapp's  catch  included  a  veryfime  dab,  the 
best  specimen  of  its  kind  recently  taken. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  seems  to  be  settled 
again.  The  glass  is  still  rising,  the  sea  smooth,  and 
fishermen,  who  are  getting  over  the  election  fever, 
are  out  again  at  their  usual  haunts.  One  of  these 
was  in  this  evening,  and  said  he  had  been  fishing  in 


the  Haraoazeand  cauglit  thirteen  dozen  school  bass. 
His  friend,  one  day  last  week,  had  twenty-three 
dozen  of  the  same  sort.  The  fish  take  best  at  night. 
The  steam  trawlers  brought  in  on  Tuesday  a  large 
catch  of  hake,  and  the  market  has  been  full  of  them, 
but  as  they  are  not  in  season  I  do  not  patronise 
them,  for  they  are  very  dry  and  tasteless.  Mullet 
are  still  feeding  off  Turnchapel,  taking  small  bits  of 
ragworm,  and  with  small  hooks  and  fine  trout  casts 
they  show  some  sport  when  you  get  a  good-sized 
one. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — There  is  still  very  little  in  the  way 
of  sport  to  report,  the  weather  being  still  very 
unsettled.  When  there  is  the  least  chance  of  boats 
going  out,  a  few  pollack  are  to  be  caught,  with  an 
occasional  codling,  but  they  do  not  run  very  large. 
There  have  been  very  few  anglers  on  the  piers 
lately,  as  sport  has  been  so  slack,  a  few  small  bass 
and  flounders  being  the  only  fish  caught.  We  are 
still  hoping  for  finer  weather,  when  we  may  expect 
to  have  a  little  better  sport,  but  at  present  it  looks 
far  from  promising. — Chas.  J.  Russell. 


JlssociaUons,  cic. 


Bath  Anglers'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was 
held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Full  Moon  Hotel,  on 
Jan.  16.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare  (presi- 
dent), Mr.  F.  Pratt  presided.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  a  balance  of  £9  after  paying  all  expenses. 
The  hon.  sec.  presented  his  report,  which  .'-tated 
that  the  membership  showed  a  good  advance  on 
last  year,  which  was  particularly  gratifying,  as  the 
feo  for  membership  had  been  raised.  Nineteen 
now  members  were  elected,  as  against  ten  last  year, 
and  one  hon.  member  and  two  casual  members. 
They  had  a  total  of  ninety-two  paid-up  members. 
The  introduction  of  the  bream  to  their  water 
became  an  accomplished  fact  last  March,  notwith- 
standing the  extraordinary  amount  of  trouble  and 
difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  them.  Catches 
have  been  weighed  in  by  several  members.  The 
following  were  recorded :  Nine  pike,  largest  91b. 
lOoz.  ;  three  trout,  largest  31b.  2oz.  ;  one  perch, 
1  lb.  8}oz.  ;  two  roach,  largest  1  lb.  5Joz. ;  two 
tench,  each  1  lb.  lOoz.  They  had  held  three  com- 
petitions, and  averaged  sixteen  competitors,  being 
less  than  anticipated.  The  report  and  balance 
sheet  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  officers 
of  the  association  were  thanked  for  their  services 
during  the  past  year.  The  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  then  elected — president,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare ; 
hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Monk;  hon.  sec,  Mr.  T.  G. 
Harding.  The  prizes  in  the  competitions  for  1905 
were  then  distributed.  The  meeting  concluded 
with  votes  of  thanks  to  the  donors  of  the  prizes, 
and  to  the  chairman  for  presiding. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  on  Jan.  17.  After  the 
usual  preliminary  business  was  disposed  of  the 
chairman,  who  had  attended  the  meeting  of  dele- 
gates to  the  Anglers'  Association  on  Jan.  15,  gave 
an  account  of  what  took  place  at  that  meeting  ;  he 
also  placed  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  the  latest 
reports  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  of  the  Henley  and  District 
P  S.,  and  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  P.S.  re.spectively  ; 
also  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  dealing  with  the  pollution 
of  the  River  Lea.  The  various  documents  were 
commented  on,  especially  the  latter,  and  he  was 
suitably  thanked.  It  was  arranged  to  have  a 
concert  on  Feb.  8  at  our  London  headquarters, 
when  our  host,  Mr.  Councillor  Sparks  (Stoke  New- 
ington  Borough  Council),  will  distribute,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  the  prizes  he  was  kind  enough 
to  put  up  for  competition  in  a  billiard  handicap 
recently  organised  by  him,  when  visitors  are  cordi- 
ally invited.  It  was  also  decided  to  fish  a  "  sides  " 
match  at  Marlow  on  March  4.  On  Jan.  21,  at 
Harefield,  Mr.  Yarham  had  eleven  jack  (best 
41b.  9ioz.);  Mr.  Beckett  had  three  (best  3 Jib.); 
and  Mr.  Blagrave  took  a  few  fair-sized  roach.  Mr. 
Sage  had  jack  from  Harefield  Broadwater.  Mr. 
Barnes,  when  fishing  for  roach  with  paste  in  the 
Colne  on  Jan.  21,  succeeded,  after  some  minutes  of 
exciting  play,  in  landing,  on  a  roach  pole  and  tight 
line,  a  fine  trout  of  over  41b.,  which  he  of  course 
returned.  The  club  match  at  Harefield  will  take 
place  onFeb.  ll,no<Feb.  10.  Members  are  reminded 
that  all  ties  in  the  semi-final  round  for  the  club  cup 
must  be  fished  off  on  or  before  Feb.  4.  The  next 
committee  meeting  will  be  on  Feb.  13. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  was  fairly  well 
attended.  There  were  but  few  reports  of  fishing ; 
however,  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin  had  had  roach  from  the 
Thames ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark,  dace  and  roach  from 
private  water ;  a  jack  of  6Jlb.  from  Broxbourne 
was  shown  by  Mr  Frank  James  ;  whilst  Mr.  E.  W. 
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Cox  also  had  jack  at  Pangbourne.  An  interesting 
discussion  took  place  as  to  the  programme  for 
1906-7,  great  progress  being  ma^e  in  selecting  and 
tabulating  various  items  to  be  finally  confirmed 
and  arranged  by  the  committee.  Attention  was 
again  directed  to  a  matter  previously  before  the 
society — namely,  the  preposterous  scheme  of  the 
new  Water  Board — which  proposal,  if  carried  out, 
with  its  immense  new  reservoirs,  sewers,  and  sewage 
treatment  works,  all  of  these  to  be  in  the  vicinity 
of  Broxbourne,  Ware,  Hertford,  and  Bishop  Stort- 
ford,  will  utterly  destroy  the  Lea  and  Stort  as  they 
exist  at  present,  especially  as  after  acquiring  the  river 
water  proper  it  is  proposed  to  "run"  the  stream 
apparently  by  means  of  the  sewage  effluent !  The 
meeting,  bearing  in  mind  the  state  of  the  river 
below  Tottenham,  where  similar  conditions  obtain, 
was  unanimous  in  objecting  to  the  proposed  scheme, 
which,  costly  to  carry  out,  will  effect  no  good  object, 
as  the  river  is  already  far  too  much  depleted. 
Mention  was  made  of  a  very  interesting  paper  to 
be  read  by  the  hon.  curator,  Mr.  J.  Hurren,  on 
Tuesday  next,  Jan.  30 ;  also  of  a  musical  evening 
to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  6,  which  will  also  be 
specially  interesting  by  reason  of  presentation  of 
prizes  for  the  past  season.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  very 
genial  and  efficient  chairman,  closed  the  proceed- 
ings.— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Conoellan  ably  presided  at  the  special 
general  meeting  convened  on  Tuesday  last  for  dis- 
cussion of  the  rules  as  revised  by  the  committee. 
Good  progress  was  made,  but  time  did  not  suffice 
to  proceed  farther  than  Rule  20,  and  the  meeting 
stands  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  Feb.  6,  at  8  p  m. 
prompt.  A  lot  of  capital  brown  trout  from  the 
Chess  River  Trout  Farm  were  placed  in  the  society's 
waters  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  last.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  all  stretches  of  this  fishery  are 
well  stocked,  and  should  provide  excellent  sport  in 
the  forthcoming  season.  Several  members  visited 
Kelvedon  last  week-end,  but  the  heavy  downpour 
was  inimical  to  fishing.  Mr.  Zerfasshas  again  been 
among  the  pike,  his  best  scaling  15  Jib.  The  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next, 
Jan.  30,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
On  Jan.  24,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  entertained  the 
members  and  friends  at  headquarters  with  a  musical 
evening.  Mr.  Woodruff's  method  of  doing  things 
is  so  well  known  to  all  anglers  that  it  seems  quite 
unnecessary  to  state  that  his  efforts  were  crowned 
with  success,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent  at  our  comfortable  club-rooms.  We  are  glad 
to  be  able  to  announce  that  by  the  courtesy  of 
Mrs.  Robinson  the  record  dace  of  1  lb.  6oz.  captured 
by  the  late  Mr.  R.  Robinson,  of  St.  Albans,  will 
shortly  be  on  view  with  our  collection  of  specimens 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel.  On  Wednesday, 
Jan.  31,  Mr.  Harold  Dunn  will  give  his  promised 
exhibition  of  rod  and  tackle  making,  and  profit  and 
pleasure  will  reward  those  who  are  able  to  attend. 
The  final  of  the  club  championship  has  been 
postponed  till  February  owing  to  the  unsettled 
weather. — G.  R. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association. 
At  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  above  associa- 
tion, held  at  headquarters,  the  Waterloo  Hotel, 
Liverpool,  on  Jan.  9,  it  was  decided  to  alter  the 
name  of  the  association,  and  the  same  will  be 
henceforth  known  as  "  The  Liverpool  Rod  and  Gun 
Club,"  this  being  a  more  comprehensive  title.  The 
club  have  a  good  stretch  of  the  River  Tanat  (about 
three  miles)  extending  from  Llangynog  to  below 
Peny-bont-Faw  and  several  of  its  tributaries.  It 
has  also  secured  the  shooting  rights  over  about 
2000  acres  in  the  same  district.  The  club  is  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition,  and  a  good  season  is 
looked  forward  to. 

Liverpool  Royal  Excelsior  Angling  Club. 

Tho.se  ardent  dwciples  of  Izaak  Walton  known 
in  Liverpool  piscatorial  circles  as  "  His  Majesty's 
Friends,"  otherwise  the  Royal  Excelsior  A.C.,  held 
recently  their  annual  general  meeting  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Peter  Golightly.  The  report  as 
read  by  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  John  McFisher,  showed 
that  the  club  had  made  very  considerable  progress, 
and  that  a  substantial  balance  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer.  The  officers  were  elected  for  1906. 
First  prizes  were  awarded  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkin  for 
the  following  specimens  caught  in  the  open  com- 
petitions, namely,  dace,  perch,  roach  (running 
water),  grayling,  and  pike;  Mr.  J.  Cross,  roach 
(still  water);  Mr.  Mayhall,  carp;  Mr.  J.  Watt, 
chub ;  and  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  gudgeon.  For  fish 
caught  in  home  waters  :  Roach — Mr.  H.  Grigg  first, 
Mr,  F.  Exton  second,  Mr.  W.  H.  Harrison  third ; 

Serch— Mr.  T.  Walker  first,  Mr.  R.  Green  second, 
[r.  P.  R.  Penny  third ;  tench— Mr.  T.  Walker  first, 
Mr.  J.  Wishart  second.     Votes  of  thanks  were 


accorded  to  the  retiring  officers  and  committee  for 
the  careful  attention  they  had  paid  to  club  affairs 
during  1905 ;  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual 
dinner  on  Feb.  8. — The  Busy  Bee. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Monday.  The  Kennet  was  stated  to  be  in  semi- 
flood,  and  though  a  few  members  had  spent  the 
week-end  at  Newbury,  there  were  no  successful 
angling  experiences  to  record.  The  Colne  at 
Uxbridge  had  dropped  considerably,  and  had 
cleared,  but  only  small  roach  had  been  cauglit. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Ball  presented  to  the  Newbury  head- 
quarters engravings  of  Rolfe's  pictures,  and  was 
cordially  thanked  for  his  gift.  The  annual  meeting 
takes  place  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  23,  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  at  8  p.m.  punctually. — Hon.  Sec. 


Provioeial  flogliDg  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  An- 
glers' Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  Jan.  18.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  that  the  income,  including  the  profit  on  the 
annual  contest,  amounted  to  £55  17s.  4d.,  and  the 
expenditure  to  £66  9s.  The  heavy  expenditure  was 
due  to  several  death  claims  having  been  paid, 
and  also  the  grants  to  members.  Mr.  Coles  in- 
formed the  members  that  he  should  continue  to 
give  lectures  during  the  winter,  and  that  the 
collections  made  would  go  to  strengthen  the 
funds ;  this,  together  with  new  members  join- 
ing, would  no  doubt  soon  make  up  and  im- 
prove the  financial  position  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Atkins,  of  the  Vulcan  Society,  informed  the 
meeting  that  he  had  made  twenty-one  new  members 
this  year.  The  chairman  thanked  Mr.  Atkins,  and 
said  that  he  hoped  the  other  secretaries  would 
follow  this  good  example.  A  silver  cup  has  been 
presented  by  the  Complete  Angler  Establishment, 
Worcester -street,  Birmingham,  to  the  society,  to  be 
fished  for  under  the  same  rules  as  the  society's 
challenge  cup  at  the  annual  contest,  the  contest  to 
be  open  to  the  members  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  and  the 
A.B.S.  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  re-elected  president,  and 
Messrs.  Holding,  Egerton,  and  Bentley,  vice-presi- 
dents ;  Mr.  Tullett,  treasurer  ;  Messrs.  Egerton  and 
Bazley,  trustees ;  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  secretary ;  and  a 
working  committee  of  twenty  was  also  elected. 
The  majority  of  our  clubs  are  making  new  members 
very  fast.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  have  enrolled 
forty  members  this  year.  This  old  society  is  the 
largest  connected  with  the  association.  The  Gipsy's 
Tent  Society,  Bordesley  Green,  a  new  Birmingham 
society,  are  making  a  large  number  of  new  members. 
The  St.  Vincent  Society,  held  at  the  Red  Lion, 
Warstone-lane,  have  made  fifty  new  members  this 
year.  The  Queen's  Head  Society,  Icknield  Port- 
road,  have  just  brought  their  club  up  to  100  mem- 
bers. This  society  has  decided  to  give  prizes 
to  their  members  for  specimen  fish.  The  Aston 
Britannia  Society  held  a  special  general  meeting 
last  week  when  it  was  decided  to  reconstruct 
their  society,  and  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the 
White  Swan  Piscatorials,  and  make  their  subscrip- 
tion six  shillings  per  annum,  to  abolish  contests, 
and  devote  the  whole  of  the  income,  after  paying 
the  working  expenses,  to  the  renting  of  water.  All 
the  club's  water  rents  are  paid  up  to  the'  close 
season,  and  they  have  over  £10  now  in  hand;  the 
entrance  fee  is  fixed  at  two  shillings,  and  the  club 
has  now  near  upon  150  members  on  their  books. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  my  last  notes  were  despatched  we  have  had 
a  lot  more  rain,  and  the  Fen  waters  have  again 
been  subjected  to  a  further  rise.  Roach  have  been 
on  the  feed,  and  those  who  have  tried  for  them  at 
the  drain-ends  have  killed  some  good  fish  with  the 
worm,  from  1  lb.  up  to  IJlb.  The  agitated  condition 
of  the  waters  has  upset  pike  fishing,  and  it  is  quite 
a  fortnight  since  we  were  able  to  have  a  turn  with 
the  trolling  rod.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday 
evening)  the  weather  was  much  more  settled,  and 
by  the  end  of  this  week  the  waters  should  have 
recovered  sufficiently  to  enable  pike  fishermen  to 
again  get  to  work. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  very  fair  weather  during  the  past 
week,  but  extremely  cold  at  times ;  consequently, 
not  much  sport  has  been  participated  in,  and 
reports  are  very  meagre  from  most  quarters.  How- 
ever, should  the  weather  prove  more  favourable, 
both  the  River  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal  are  in 
very  fair  order  for  operations,  especially  in  the 


upper  districts.  Some  good- sized  pike  up  to  about 
71b.  each  have  been  secured  in  the  top  ponds  of  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal.  I  also  hear  of  a  little 
sport  in  the  Newport  district.  Tho  St.  Leger 
Angling  Association,  who  have  fished  all  their 
matches  in  the  River  Hull,  have  just  closed  a  very 
successful  season,  and  held  their  annual  meeting 
and  prize  presentation,  Mr.  C.  Turner  winning  the 
club's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during  tho  past 
season,  Messrs.  C.  Dunbar  and  J.  Rhodes  coming 
in  for  specimen  prizes.  Mr.  C.  Dunbar  has  been 
elected  president ;  Mr.  J.  Read  to  the  vice-chair ; 
Mr.  J.  Rhodes,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  W.  Ledger, 
secretary,  for  the  forthcoming  season  of  1900. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Jan.  24  the  BoUin  was  at  last  reported  as 
fining  down  nice,  and  should  fish  well  this  week- 
end. The  lo's  of  the  old  river  at  Lymm  is  not  felt 
to  its  fullest  extont  yet,  for  the  members  can  still 
fish  it  until  the  filling  in  is  completed.  At  Liver- 
pool there  is  the  usual  amount  of  club  life,  but, 
like  other  centres,  they  do  not  record  any  leviathan 
specimens  in  their  prize  lists.  Several  of  our  rods 
out  in  N.  Wales  do  not  send  home  any  exciting 
reports,  but  plenty  of  grumbling  about  the  weather. 
A  few  local  still  waters  are  yielding  a  fair  amount 
of  sport  to  the  coarse  fisher. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anglers  in  this  city  are  tired  of  ballot  boxes,  and 
want  creels  to  return  to  fashion.  Meetings  have 
been  neglected  by  elections,  and  many  have  pre- 
ferred waiting  outside  newspaper  offices  for  returns 
to  attending  business  meetings.  The  Tankard  A  S. 
are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  intend  having  a 
busy  season,  and  only  a  few  members  are  now 
wanting  to  complete  their  roll  call.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  had  a  splendid  meeting  on  Monday  last,  and, 
in  addition  to  adding  four  members,  had  a  musical 
programme.  To-night  an  important  meeting  is  to 
be  held  in  Manchester,  in  preparation  for  which  the 
W.  C.  F.  Board  met  on  Thursday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Last  week-end  again  saw  the  Trent  in  flood,  and 
angling  pursuits  were  out  of  the  question.  There 
was  an  instance  of  this  at  Attenborough,  on 
Jan.  20,  when  the  members  of  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society  sought  to  bring  their  seventh  competition 
of  the  season  to  a  head.  They  mustered  fairly  well, 
and  made  a  start,  but  float  and  bait  were  quickly 
swamped,  and  a  retreat  was  beaten  without  so 
much  as  a  "nibble."  Since  Jan.  21,  the  river  has 
run  down  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  some  nice  lots  of 
roach  have  been  taken  with  the  various  kinds  of 
worm.  The  inlet,  near  Col  wick  Park,  has  yielded  a 
good  many  very  choice  fish,  and  improved  bags 
have  been  made  in  the  lake  or  gravel  pit  below 
Wilford  Bridge.  I  hear  that  during  the  flood  the 
old-fashioned  ferry-boat  at  Weston  Cliff  was  washed 
away  through  the  connecting  chain  snapping.  It 
was  very  little  used,  excepting  when  the  Trent  was 
running  in  low  summer  volume.  .iVnyway,  how- 
ever, tne  "old  warrior"  will  be  missed.  There  is 
talk  of  erecting  a  bridge,  but  who  is  to  find  the 
money  ?  On  Jan.  22,  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  J.  Birkin, 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  succeeded  in  run- 
ning and  landing  four  decent  pike  with  the  live-bait. 
On  Jan.  24,  the  water  was  clear  enough  for  piking 
on  the  edge  of  the  streams. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  nice  grayling  have  been  captured  by  local 
anglers  hailing  from  York,  Leeds,  and  Bradford. 
Fishing  for  chub  and  roach  has  also  been  successful. 
Sport,  however,  was  confined  to  few  rodmen,  as  not 
many  were  out  at  the  week-end,  for  the  reason  that 
the  weather  was  unsatisfactory  and  the  rivers  had 
not  resumed  their  normal  condition.  Further,  the 
Parliamentary  elections  had  the  effect  of  keeping 
a  number  of  men  who  are  politicians  first  and  sports- 
men afterwards  at  home.  Meagre  sport  was  th» 
lot  of  the  pike  fisher.  The  rivers  are  aO  the  better 
for  having  been  well  scoured  by  floods,  and  if  the 
more  settled  conditions  which  were  experienced 
early  in  the  week  prevail,  anglers  will  derive 
encouragement  to  visit  favourite  haunts,  especially 
as  the  natural  food  of  fish  is  less  plentiful,  and 
artificial  lures  are  likely  to  be  more  successful. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  generally 
mild,  with  frost  on  a  few  nights.  Snow  has  fallen 
occasionally  The  waters  everywhere  are  falling, 
and  it  is  probable  that  all  the  rivers  and  lakes 
where  angling  commences  on  Feb.  1  will  be  in  nice 
order  on  that  day.  Sea  angling  has  been  resumed 
here  and  there  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  but  with  poor 
or  indifferent  success  everywhere  up  to  time  of 
writing.  At  the  Mallow  Petty  Sessions  recently, 
Mr.  Thomas  Drohan,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  prose- 
cuted a  man  named  Robert  Smith  for  using  a 
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light  and  gaff  in  the  River  Lyre,  at  Mourne  Abbey, 
between  sunset  and  sunrise  on  Nov.  23  last, 
with  intent  to  take  salmon  or  other  fish,  and 
with  having  a  salmon  in  his  possession.  The 
dpfendant  was  fined  £1  and  costs  in  each  case. 
Tlie  same  complainant  charged  two  men,  named 
Maurice  Sheehan  and  Denis  Oonnell,  with  offences 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Fishery  Laws  on  the 
River  Clyda  on  the  night  of  Doc.  2  last.  The 
defendants  were  fined  £4  each.  At  the  Dromoleague 
(Co.  Cork)  Petty  Sessions  on  January  15  a  man 
named  John  Collins,  was  fined  7s.  6d.  and  costs 
for  throwing  stones  into  a  spawning  bed  and 
disturbing  spawning  fish  on  Dec.  3  last.  The 
Skibbereen  Fishery  Conservators  prosecuted  and 
Sergeant  Fitzsimmons  proved  the  case.  John  Loary 
and  Jeremiah  Collins,  of  Dromoleague,  wore 
pro.'iecuted  for  a  similar  offence,  and  wore  each  fined 
10s.  and  costs. 

North  of  Irkland. 
Some  of  the  canals  were  in  fair  order  this  week, 
but  the  downpour  put  the  lakes  out  of  condition  for 
pike  fishing.  Tiie  Moira  canal  is  fast  declining  as  a 
pike  water.  This  is  attributable  to  over  fishing, 
and  to  the  destruction  of  the  pike  in  and  out  of 
season,  and  poaching.  The  sixtii  annual  meeting 
of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  will  be  hold 
this  week.  I  understand  that  an  encouraging 
report  Vcill  be  submitted  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Taylor,  and  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  William  M'Stay. 
On  Thursday  next  a  long  list  of  waters  open  in  the 
North.  These  include  all  the  rivers  entering  Belfast 
Lough  and  the  Atlantic  from  Donaghadee,  County 
Down,  to  Portrush,  County  Antrim ;  the  Lagan, 
Woodburn  Reservoirs,  Kilroot,  Inver,  Glenarm, 
Glenariff,  Glennan,  Glendun  (Dall  and  Dun),  Fair 
Head  Lakes,  Carey,  Glenshesk,  and  the  Bush.  In 
the  north-wost  the  principal  rivers  to  open  are 
the  Bundrowes,  Bunduff,  Lennan,  Gweedore  and 
Gweebarra. 

Wkst  of  Ireland. 
The  Corrib  will  open  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
on  Feb.  1.  The  Galway  ffshery  will  be  fished  under 
the  same  conditions^'as  last  year.  The  rods  will  be 
limited  to  seven  season  ones,  or  their  equivalent. 
Two  consecutive  half-season  rods  will  be  considered 
as  one,  and  two-joint  anglers  for  the  season  will  be 
considered  as  one,  and  one  additional  rod  will  be 
reserved  for  the  owner.  Rods,  however,  are  still  a 
luxury,  the  cost  for  a  whole  season  one  being  60gs. 
each,  half-season  rods,  February-May,  30gs.  each  ; 
half -season,  June  -  September,  40gs.  each.  For 
the  past  six  seasons  only  seven  rods  were  let. 
A  rather  curious  poaching  case  was  heard  at  the 
last  Tuam  Quarter  Sessions.  It  appeared  that  in 
October  last  Mark  Higgiston,  head  water  bailiff, 
saw  a  man  called  Healy  in  the  Tuara  river  chasing 
a  trout  in  the  shallow  water.  A  warning  shout  was 
given  to  Healy,  who  dropped  the  fish  into  the 
water,  but  at  the  same  time  a  deaf  mute  called 
Costello,  who  did  not  hear  the  shout,  jumped  into 
the  river  and  killed  the  trout  with  a  stick.  A  third 
man,  called  Naughton,  seized  the  trout  and  made 
off  with  it.  At  the  petty  sessions  Costello  was 
fined  10s.,  and  the  charge  against  the  other  two 
was  dismissed.  The  County  Court  Judge  held  that 
Healy  and  Naughton  were  equally  guilty  with  the 
deaf  mute,  and  fined  them  10s.,  and  20s.  costs  each. 


CORRIB  OR  GALWAY  DISTRICT. 


SPAWNING  SEASON,  1905-6. 


The  spawning  season  is  now  over,  and  there  have 
been  much  better  results  than  were  anticipated.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  season  the  water  was  too  low 
for  fish  to  ascend  to  the  spawning  gravel,  and  great 
uneasiness  was  felt  that  the  floods  would  be  too 
late  in  coming,  for  as  late  as  Nov.  22  the  rivers 
were  exceedingly  low,  and  the  fish  could  be  seen  by 
the  hundreds  below  the  weir  at  Galway.  About 
the  end  of  November  the  rivers  were  in  fair  order, 
and  spawning  operations  commenced,  but  it  was 
not  until  a  week  later  that  spawning  became  general. 
From  that  time  to  the  end  of  December  a  great 
deal  of  work  was  done,  the  weather  being  generally 
favourable,  although  at  times  some  of  the  rivers 
were  rather  low.  Since  the  beginning  of  January 
there  have  been  heavy  rains,  and  consequently  the 
rivers  are  in  flood,  which  will  facilitate  the  descent 
of  the  spent  fish. 

A  few  breaches  of  the  Fisheries  Acts  were 
reported,  and  the  following  prosecutions  took 
place: — At  Oughterard  Petty  Sessions,  P.  Kelly 
was  convicted  and  fined  £3  for  having  nineteen 
unclean  trout  in  his  possession.  At  Cong  Petty 
Sessions,  on  Jan.  6,  Thomas  Lydon  appeared  in 
answer  to  a  summons  for  having  salmon  parr  in  his 
possession.  He  denied  the  offence,  and  stated  that 
the  fish  in  question  were  not  salmon  fry,  but  were 
a  fish  peculiar  to  the  district,  and  were  known  as 


sprats,  graveling,  or  streamers.  At  the  request  of 
the  magistrates  on  the  bench,  Mr.  Milne,  of  the 
Galway  jPishery,  gave  a  short  history  and  description 
of  the  various  stages  of  salmon,  and  produced  speci- 
mens from  the  ova  to  tho  smolt  stage,  and  explained 
that  sprats  were  not  a  fresh-water  fish,  and  that 
graveling,  streamer,  jonkin,  samlet,  etc.,  were  only 
local  names  for  salmon  parr.  The  magistrates 
convicted  Lydon,  and  hoped  that  others  would  take 
a  warning  from  the  case. 

The  prospects  for  the  spring  fishing  are  good. 
Several  spring  fi.sh  have  been  seen.  Two  beauties 
of  24lb.  and  251b.  each  wore  seen  as  early  as  Nov.  23. 
Of  course,  very  much  depends  on  the  weather. — 
Reedbrae. 


REMEDY  FOR  SNAKE  BITE. 


SUCCESSFUL  EXPERIMENTS  MADE  IN 
INDIA. 

Consul  Masterson,  of  Aden,  reports  that  Dr. 
Leonard  Rogers  contributed  a  paper  to  the  Indian 
Medical  Gazette  on  the  treatment  of  snake  bite  by 
permanganate  of  potassium,  which  has  been  very 
widely  discussed  throughout  India,  and  which  i^ 
likely  to  receive  general  attention  from  medical 
men.    Consul  Masterson  writes  : 

"  Dr.  Rogers,  in  this  paper,  reports  of  twelve 
cases  of  snake  bite  in  which  this  new  remedy  was 
put  into  practice.  In  two  cases  it  failed,  but  these 
were  tho  cases  in  which  the  longest  interval  hdd 
elapsed  before  the  remedy  was  applied.  The  persons 
were  bitten  during  the  night  and  wore  not  treated  till 
the  following  day,  the  interval  in  one  case  amount- 
ing to  eleven  hours  and  in  the  other  nine  hours.  In 
seven  of  the  successful  cases  the  snake  was  killed 
and  identified ;  in  five  cases  it  was  a  cobra  and  in 
the  other  two  it  was  a  viper.  In  the  remaining 
three  successful  cases  the  identity  of  the  snake  was 
not  ascertained  in  two  cases,  and  in  the  other  case 
the  reptile  was  seen  and  described  as  a  cobra.  Of 
the  two  fatal  cases,  one  was  bitten  by  a  cobra,  the 
other  by  a  snake  that  was  not  identified.  Two  of 
the  successful  cases  were  treated  by  Europeans 
without  any  medical  training.  In  three  of  the 
successful  cases  treatment  was  begun  at  once,  in  the 
remaining  seven  the  interval  varied  from  half  an 
hour  to  four  hours.  These  results  show  that  even 
when  all  the  doubtful  elements  have  been  excluded 
or  allowed  for,  this  method  promises  to  be  most 
efficacious,  and  a  very  satisfactory  feature  is  that  it 
is  so  simple  anybody  can  apply  it,  and  so  cheap 
that  it  is  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest.  When  a 
person  has  been  bitten  by  a  snake  the  first  thing  to 
do  is  to  apply  a  ligature  above  the  wound  to 
prevent  the  rapid  absorption  of  the  venom.  Then 
an  incision  is  to  be  made  over  the  snake  bite  with 
any  sharp  cutting  instrument  that  is  perfectly  clean, 
and  a  few  grains  of  the  permanganate  are  to  be  well 
rubbed  on.  Permanganate  of  potassium  is  a  cheap 
drug,  obtainable  from  any  druggist.  It  keeps 
indefinitely,  and  a  pound  would  suffice,  at  the  rate 
of  10  grains  for  each  case,  for  between  700  and  800 
people.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  every 
household  should  not  be  furnished  with  this  remedy, 
or  why  the  great  majority  of  twenty  thousand  odd 
deaths  that  take  place  in  India  each  year  from  snake 
bite  should  not  be  prevented." — Forest  and  Stream. 


RED  MULLET. 

Red  Mullet  are  scarce  throughout  the  year,  but 
are  plentiful  now  and  then  at  irregular  intervals. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  habits  of  the  fish. 
They  often  swim  in  shoals,  and  if  the  fishermen  are 
lucky  enough  to  fall  in  with  one  of  these,  though  no 
really  great  quantity  are  caught,  there  is  a  glut  of 
rad  mullet  on  the  market. 

The  mullet  is  a  "  gentleman's  fish,"  and  the 
demand  is  limited  to  the  richer  classes,  but  the  fish 
come  and  go  so  suddenly  that  there  is  no  regular 
red  mullet  fishery.  The  whole  excellence  of  the  red 
mullet's  flavour  is  concentrated  in  the  liver.  It  is 
to  preserve  this,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  fish  from 
breaking,  that  they  are  wrapped  up  in  paper  for 
cooking. 

Abraham  Hayward  told  a  delightful  story  of  a 
Duke  of  Portland  who  every  year  used  to  go  with 
three  friends  to  a  place  near  Weymouth  for  a  week 
in  order  to  enjoy  red  mullet  in  perfection  in  the 
early  summer.    It  was  noted  that  thoughjeverybody 
had  his  fish,  not  every  fish  had  a  liver,  or"  as  much 
as  the  others.    So,  to  secure  strictly  fair  play,  all 
the  livers  were  put  together  and  "pooled"  in  the 
sauce-boat. — Cornhill,  Vol.  4. 
"Mullets,  unlike  the  rest,  are  just  and  mild, 
.  No  fish  they  harm,  by  them  no  seas  are  spoil'd. 
Not  on  their  own  nor  different  kinds  they  prey. 
But  equal  laws  of  common  right  obey. , 
Undreaded  they  with  guiltless  pleasure  feed 
On  fattening  slime,  or  bite  the  sea-  grown  weed. 
Each  licks  his  mate." — Oppian. 


BRITISH   SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


This  society  has  always  been  celebrated  for  the 
use  it  has  made  of  photography  and  lantern  slides 
to  instruct  and  interest  its  members.  Their  rooms 
in  Fetter-lane  lend  themselves  kindly  to  the 
practice,  and  their  lantern  sheet,  specially  fitted,  has 
become  an  institution. 

And  they  have  been  very  fortunate  in  including 
and  retaining  among  their  number  some  good  sea 
fisherman,  who  are  also  specialists  in  the  art  and 
the  science  needful  for  their  production  and  exhi- 
bition. 

"  As  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness,"  Mr.  Hussey, 
of  Walmer,  at  all  his  demonstrations  has  urged  his 
hearers  to  go  and  do  likewise,  and  some  of  them 
have.  Last  Wednesday,  the  late  neophite,  Mr.  J. 
Robert-i,  hitherto  only  known  as  the  holder  for  one 
year  of  tho  Deal  Corporation  Challenge  Cup,  and 
treading  in  the  steps  of  his  good  friend  and  master 
in  the  art — Mr.  Hussey — cost  off  his  shell 
and  placed  upon  the  screen  a  series  of 
mo-tt  admirably  taken  and  prepared  photo- 
graphic slides  taken  during  his  holiday  trip 
last  September  to  the  North  of  Scotland  and  the 
Orkney  and  Shetland  Isles.  He  went  to  fi.sh,  but 
remained  to  photograph.  The  weather  was 
very  stormy,  a  by  no  mean^  unmixed  evil ;  wave, 
.sea  and  stormy  cloud  effects  were  produced, 
and  they  were  ably  seized  by  Mr.  Roberts.  Indeed, 
he  experienced  an  embarrassment  of  riches,  as 
the  very  numerous  plates  testified.  And  in 
his  patter  he  was  by  no  means  deficient, 
although  this  was  his  "  first  appearance "  as  a 
lecturer.  With  an  entire  absence  of  "side," 
he  easily  and  simply  in  few  words  put  his  pictures 
before  his  audience,  and  it  was  pleased  and  satisfied. 

By  sea  to  Aberdeen,  and  then  full  justice  to  that 
remarkable  producer  of  food-fish  and  granite ;  the 
harbour,  the  markets  full  of  fish,  the  fish  them- 
selves, and  some  remarkable  pictures  —  nay, 
portraits — of  the  fishermen  and  the  Scotch  herring 
lassies  at  their  labours,  made  the  scene  reality. 
And  there  was  plenty  of  material,  for  Aberdeen  is 
certainly  next  only  to  Great  Grimsby,  the  big 
fishing  port,  over  1000  trawlers  besides  drifters 
bringing  their  catch  to  its  markets. 

Detained  by  weather,  Mr.  Roberts,  like  an  able 
man,  harnessed  the  wind  to  his  car  and  took  a 
splendid  series  of  sea,  sky,  wave,  and  cloud  effects 
which,  thrown  upon  the  screen,  were  received  with 
continuous  applause. 

Finally,  going  north,  Speyside  and  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Balmoral  were  requisitioned  for  more 
pictures.  Kirkwall  and  its  800  years  old  cathedral, 
its  harbour  and  boats,  Lerwick,  Bressay  and  its 
Sounds.  The  entry  and  departure  of  the  fishing  fleet, 
the  landing  and  sale  of  the  fish ;  and,  again,  typical 
portraits  of  the  workers  added  more  pictures. 
Here  the  chahman,  Mr.  Hussey,  read  a  short 
account,  prepared  by  Mr.  Roberts,  of  the  fishing 
industry  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  the  huge- 
ness of  which  may  be  gathered  from  figures. 
In  1904  the  catch  amounted  to  53,400  crans  (or 
barrels),  value  £314,500.  The  whaling  station  at 
Olna  was  realistically  brought  before  the  audience, 
the  whales  lying  some  on  the  shore,  some  inflated 
by  air  pumps  like  a  bicycle  tyre  that  they  might 
float  tUl  wanted— moored  off.  The  process  of 
flensing,  taking  of„ithe  blanket  of  fat,  and, 
again,  portraits  of  the  kind  of  man  who  does 
these  things  were  admirably  given.  Hillswick 
(the  Grind  of  the  Navir),  Scalloway,  the  Old  Man 
of  Hoy,  and  numerous  coast  scenes.  Cape  Wrath, 
the  Sker  of  Eigg,  Tobermory,  Mull,  and  finally 
Oban,  described  as  the  CoweS  of  the  North,  brought 
the  series  to  an  end.  The  lecturer  was,  indeed, 
happy  in  his  surroundings.  His  old  friend  and 
teacher,  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  was  in  the  cliair,  not 
in  the  least  afraid,  though  his  laurels  were,  it  was 
hinted,  in  danger,  but,  like  the  old  fencing  master, 
had  doubtless  kept  a  stroke  in  reserve. 

The  perfect  lantern,  worked  by  those  very  perfect 
lanternists,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son 
Ernest,  the  expert  arrangements  of  the  room,  so 
well  known  to  the  society's  officials,  and  the 
sympathetic  audience,  were  well  calculated  to  make 
Mr.  Roberts  feel  happy — and  he  looked  it. 

The  chairman  in  communicating  the  vote  of 
thanks  of  the  members  added  a  most  generous 
commendation  of  the  skill  he  had  displayed 
and  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  expressed  the  pleasure  he 
had  experienced  in  showing  such  good  slides,  and 
again  it  was  urged  that  other  members  should  go 
and  do  likewise.  The  chairman  was  heartily 
thanked.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  business 
chair,  when  reports  and  other  matters  of  business 
were  dealt  with,  and  attention  called  j  to  next 
Wednesday's  paper  by  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  upon  the 
important  subject  of  "The  Rights  of  Foreshore." 
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MURTON'S  cTtf 

General  Clearance       k/XX  J-JJJi 


of 


Fishingf  Rods  and  Tackle 

AT  SUCH  REDUCED  PRICES  THAT  "TEMPTATION"  TO  BUY  CANNOT  BE  RESISTED!  ! 
NOTE  OUR  PRICES!  ALL  GOODS  GUARANTEED  SOUND  AND  PERFECT. 

ANGLERS  don't  forget 
that  MURTON'S 


FLIES 


And  that  the  UP-TO-DATE  ANGLER 

MAT   HERE  OBTAIN 

RELIABLE  MODERN  TACKLE. 

TROUT  FLY  RODS,  in  3  joints,  greenheart 
throughout,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
winch  fittings  and  ferrules,  button, 
ringed,  brazed  and  tenoned,  and  hand- 
somely finished,  in  partition  bag,  com- 
plete ;  a  marvel  at  the  price.    9  ft.  and 

10  ft.,  5/6 ;  11  ft.,  6/6 ;  12  ft.,  7/6 ; 
Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings 
and  finish,  2  tops,  9  ft.,  8/6 ;  10  ft.,  9/6 ; 

11  ft.,  10/6;  12  ft.,  11/6. 

i  TROUT  RODS,  2  joints,  green- 
l  heart  throughout,  balanced  handle,  2 
*  tops,  bronzed  fittings,  button,  ringed, 
double  brazed  and  tenoned,  handsomely 
finished,  natural  polished  or  with  rose- 
wood stained  butt,  in  partition  bag, 
complete.  8  ft.,  8J  ft.,  or  9  ft.,  10/6- 
9i  ft.,  10  ft.,  or  10^  ft.,  11/6;  11  ft. 
llj  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  13/6.  For  those  who 
want  a  good  serviceable  rod  at  a  low 
price,  this  will  be  found  all  that  can 
be  desired.  The  action  and  finish  is 
superior  to  many  high-priced  rods. 

SALMON  RODS,  3  joints,  greenheart  throughout,  bronzed 
fittings,  ringed  and  brazed,  beautifully  finished;  this  rod  is 
also  suitable  for  Loch  or  Sea  Trout  Fishing.  15 ft,,  10/6' 
16  ft.,  11/6 ;  17  ft.,  15/6  ;  18  ft.,  18/6 

SPECIAL  SALMON  ROD,  very  superior,  3  joints,  hickory 
butt,  greenheart  centres,  2  tops,  brazed  stoppers,  ringed,  brazed 
and  tenoned,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
15  ft.,  27/6;  16  ft.,  33/-;  17  ft.,  38/-;  18  ft.,  42/-;  19  ft., 
45/-.    Worth  double  the  money. 

PIKE  AND  SEA  FISHING  RODS,  stout  £.  I.  cane,  4 
joints,  full  length,  16  ft.,  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.  to  suit ; 
from  heavy  ledgering  to  fly  fishing;  3  tops,  makes  a  useful 
Pike  Rod,  10/6 ;  the  same,  12  ft.  long,  1  top,  3  joints,  6/-. 

FISHING  JACKETS,  35  inches  long,  loop  up  to  27  inches,  for  wading,  inner 
cufls.  12  Black  Proof,  light  weight,  durable,  14/6  for  8/6;  12  Black 
Proof,  best  quality,  18/G  for  12/6  ;  15  Cashmere,  in  fawn  and  blue,  25/-  for 
12/6;  21  fancy  Tweeds,  2-5/-  for  16/6  ;  30  fancy  Tweeds,  with  ventilation  x 
back,  30/-  for  18/6. 

REELS.  Trout. — Best  bronzed,  revolving  plate  and 
check,  2  in.,  3/-;  2i  in.,  3/6  ;  2J  in.,  4/- ;  3  in,,  4/6; 
3J  in,,  6/6  ;  4  in.,  7/6.  Superior,  bronze  gun  metal, 
liammered  plates,  2J  in.,  9/-;  2J  in.,  10/-;  3  in,, 
12/- ;  3i  in.,  13/- ;  4  in.,  14/-.  We  have  a  few 
cheaper  Reels  which  will  be  cleared  from  20  to  30  per 
cent,  off  selling  prices. 

SALMON  REELS.  —  Medium  weight,  gun  metal, 
plate  (hai-d  steel  wheel  and  check),  4  in.,  12/6  ; 
4i  in.,  14/6;  5  in.,  17/-.  A  few  Nottingham  and 
Bronzed  Reels,  slightly  soiled,  at  less  than  half  price. 

BASKETS  Best  French,  No.  1,  2/3 ;  Nc/.  2,  2/9  ;  No.  3,  3/6  ;  No.  4,  4/3. 

ShouIdr:r  Straps,  9d.,  1/-,  and  t/6. 


BROGUES,  all  rubber,  12/6;  leather  soles, 

16/6 

SHOES,  all  rubber,  10/6  ;  leather  soles,  13/6 

BROGUES,  canvas  and  leather  uppers,  stout 
soles   12/6 

SHOES,  a  rare  bargain,  stout  soles  10/6 


Our  TYNESIDE  BROGUE, 
as  sketch,  during  Sale, 
27/6  for  20/' , 


RUBBER   KNEE    BOOTS,  Wellingtons, 

usual  price,   21/-  for  15/6.  Napoleons, 

usual  price,  22/6,  for  15/6.    Long  Thigh 

Boots,     usual     price,     80/-    and  35/- 

for  20/-.    Fishermen's  Rubber  Knee 

Boots,leathersoles,40/-for  27/6.  Ladies' 

Knee  Fishing  Boots  (all  rubber),  usual 

price,   16/6,   for  7/6  and  8/6.  Ladies' 

Knee  Fishing  Boots,  with  felt  or  leather 

soles,  6/6  extra. 
FISHING  BAGS.— Trout  Size,  in  Mole, 

Cambric  and  Twill,  usual  prices,  4/6  to 

13/6,  to  clear  from  3/6  to  10/-.  Salmon 

Bags,  in  stout  Twill  and  Canvas,  usual 

prices,  10/6  to  18/6,  to  clear  from  8/- 

to  14/-. 

BASKETS  AND  CREELS,  best  French, 
No.  1,  2/3;  No.  2,  2/9;  No.  3,  3/6; 
No.  4,  4/3. 

FLY  BOOKS  AND  TACKLE  CASES.  A 

few  soiled,  from  1/-  to  5/-,  worth  double. 

A  pigskin  Fly  Book,  6J  or  7  in.  long,  leather  pockets,  patent 
felt,  also  ten  parchment  leaves  for  casts,  etc., 

usual  price  8/6  for  5/6 
Seven  patent  Fly  and  Cast  Cases  .. ,  ,,  12/6  for  6/6 
Three-eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Cases     ...         ,,  6/- for  4/6 

Four  Cast  Cases  ...  usual  prices  3/6  and  6/6  for  2/6  and  5/- 
Pigskin  Fly  Books,  2/6  for  2/-,  4/-  for  3/-,  6/-  for  5/-, 

7/6  for  6/-,  8/6  for  6/6,  9/6  for  7/6,  17/6  for  14/6 

OILSKIN  CLOTHING. 
Black  Oil  Coats,        usual  price  10/6  12/6  14/6  16/6 
sale  price      8/-  10/-  11/6  13/- 
Best  Quality  Linen,  usual  price  21/-  22/6  24/6  27/6 
sale  price    17/-  18/-  19/'6  22/- 
usual  price    30in,I6/6'33in,  7/6  3t)iii.  8/6 
Sale  price  5/6       6/6  7/3 

Usual  price,  24in.  7/-  27in.  7/6  30in.  8/ 


Black  Jackets, 


Capes,  unlined, 

OVERALLS. 

Sou'westers 
and  Pilots. 


Sale  price 
Usual  price 
Sale  price  . 
Usual  price 
Sale  price  . 


5/9 


6/- 

2/6 
2/- 


MARVELLOUS  REDUCTIONS!!  SEND  FOR  SALE  CATALOGUE!! 

Cheques  and  Posta.1  0]?dex*B  nai£i.cle  pa.ya.l3le  to 

HENRYA.MURTON,«orthern«ersResort,llEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
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They  bode  there,  longing  for  the  Spring, 
Until  a  south-west  gale  blew  o'er  the  snow. 
And  northward  drove  the  steel-blue  clouds  and  low. 
And  on  that  night  the  pattering  of  the  rain 
Roused  them  from  sleep,  and  next  they  saw  the  plain 
Made  grey  and  ugly  with  quick-coming  thaw. 
And  all  the  sky  beset  with  fowl  they  saw. 
Who  sniff'd  the  tvind  and  hastened  from  the  sea, 
Unto  the  floods  now  coming  certainly. 

— Wm.  Morris. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  will  bo  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  Jan.  30,  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgato- 
.street,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. 


Thk  Kingston  Piscatorials  intend  making 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  .5,  especially  interesting  to 
members  and  friends.  Hon.  Sec.  W.  H.  Rogers 
says  it  will  be  a  "  Social  "  evening.  At  seven 
o'clock  there  will  be  a  supper  at  headquarters,  the 
Sun  Hotel.  After  supper  a  special  musical  pro 
gramme  will  be  discussed  (ladies  specially  invited), 
and  a  favourable  opportunity  selected  for  Mr. 
Robert  Stanley  to  read  one  of  his  numerous  witty 
and  entertaining  papers.  After  which — should  I 
find  myself  in  such  "good  company" — it  will  be, 
"  Look  sharp.  Drag.  ;  last  train  for  Waterloo  !  " 


The  Caxton  Amateur  Athletic  Club  (Wm.  Clowes 
and  Sons,  Ltd.)  will  hold  their  twelfth  Annual 
Bohemian  Concert  at  the  "Horns,"  Kennington, 
on  Monday,  Feb.  12.  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  the 
energetic  general  manager,  will  bo  in  the  chair, 
and  during  the  evening  will  present  the  handsome 
prizes  that  have  been  competed  for  during  the 
season.  An  excellent  list  of  artistes,  both  vocal  and 
instrumental,  have  been  secured.  The  boys  that 
put  the  Pishing  Gazette  to  bod  for  me  are  in  for  a 
right  royal  time  of  it,  and  T  hope  to  be  able  to  join 
the  merry  band.  All  friends  are  cordially  invited, 
and  the  hon.  sees,  are  Messrs.  W.  R.  Crisp  and 
W.  Want,  Duke-street,  Stamford-street,  S.E. 


"  Country  and  Seaside  Holidays,"  the  official 
illustrated  annual  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company, 
is  in  course  of  preparation  for  1906.  It  will  contain 
copious  notes  of  the  various  places  of  interest  to 
which  the  Midland  Railway  gives  access,  accom- 
panied by  numerous  illustrations,  and  supplemented 
by  an  up-to-date  list  of  hotels,  boarding  establish- 
ments, and  private  houses  in  country  and  seaside 
districts  where  furnished  apartments  can  be  obtained 
for  the  holiday  season.  The  final  date  on  which 
entries  can  be  received  is  March  L  As  the  hand 
books  are  in  general  use  by  the  travelling  public 
during  the  spring  and  summer,  householders  with 
suitable  apartments  to  let  in  country  districts  are 
afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
under  public  notice. 


Mr.  Henry  Tisley  writes: — "It  might  interest 
you  to  know  that  a  roach  of  21b.  was  taken  in  the 
River  Lea,  near  Chingford,  on  Monday  by  a  friend 
of  mine.  I  weighed  the  fish  myself."  [A  nice  fish, 
Mr.  Tisley.] 


A  FRIEND  who  has  enjoyed  some  very  good  sport 
on  the  Thames,  and  who  would  fish  it  every  day  if 
he  had  the  opportunity,  sends  me  a  nice  letter,  in 
which  he  says  he  is  as  enthusiastic  as  ever  over  the 
sport  of  angling.  Perhaps  the  following  extract 
may  determine  the  "enthusiasm":  "0.  L.  and 
myself  had  a  trip  to  Marlow  Christmas  week.  We 
started  from  Folkestone  2  a.m.  on  the  Saturday ; 
arrived  at  Marlow  and  on  the  water  about  10  a.m. 
on  Sunday.  Commenced  to  fish  with  every  necessity 
that  would  ensure  tons  of  the  best  fighters  in  the 
river  to  cave  in.  We  fished  all  Sunday  for  chub, 
all  Monday  for  chub  and  jack,  all  Tuesday  likewise, 
and  the  same  on  Wednesday.  Fine  weather, 
pipes,  grog,  and  everything  favourable  to  success, 
with  one  exception,  and  that  was,  '  they  were  not 
on.'  Result — three  chub,  best  not  over  21b., 
between  the  two  of  us !  A  great  many  people 
would  naturally  suppose  that  a  blue  mist,  caused 
by  many  deep-muttered  Saxon  adjectives,  followed 
the  punt  from  place  to  place  as  we  tried  each  swim, 
but  philosophy  reigned  supreme.  So  you  see  I  am 
an  enthusiast,  which  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to 
reading  the  ever- welcome  Fishing  Gazette." 


At  Green's  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  there  are  to  be 
seen  (in  cases)  a  lobster  which  weighed  331b.  and  a 
crab  of  CJlb.  The  former  was  caught  by  Capt.  S. 
Gale  ten  miles  off  Atlantic  City  in  1901,  and  is  said 
to  be  the  largest  ever  caught  in  the  United  States. 


Speaking  of  Irish  bulls,  the  Evening  Standard 
of  Jan.  22  says:  "Define  a  bull  off-hand;  it  is 
easier  to  man\ifacture  one.  Coleridge  de-cribed  it 
as  consisting  in  bringing  together  two  incompatible 
thoughts  with  the  sensation  but  without  the  .sense 
of  their  connection.  Sir  Boylo  Roche,  founder  of 
the  herd,  seldom  launched  a  brilliant  blunder  from 
which  a  fine  political  maxim  could  not  bo  extracted. 
Many  a  man  would  not  be  ashamed  to  father  such 
a  phrase  as  '  The  best  way  to  avoid  danger  is  to 
meet  it  plump.'  And  another  of  his  crop,  '  Amend- 
ment makes  the  matter  worse,'  would  hardly  rank 
as  a  bull  to  day.  With  all  his  irreconcilable  con- 
tradictions, he  luminously  '  got  there.'  Many  a 
man  in  this  contest  has  been  glad  deliberately  to 
coin  a  bull,  in  order  the  better  to  illustrate  a  point, 
then  plead,  '  as  the  Irishman  would  say.' 

***** 

"  Books  have  been  written  on  Irish  bulls.  Swift 
was  to  have  written  one  on  those  of  English  growth. 
Sydney  Smith,  a  supreme  authority  upon  the 
subject,  says  of  the  bull:  'A  bull  is  an  apparent 
congruity,  and  real  incongruity  of  ideas  suddenly 
discovered  .  .  .  the  very  reverse  of  wit ;  for  as  wit 
discovers  real  relations  that  are  not  apparent,  bulls 
admit  apparent  relations  which  are  not  real.' 
Which  is  a  learned  and  correct  method  of  analysis 
and  explanation.  After  all,  however,  the  Irishman 
in  himself  is  fully  as  illuminating  when  he  puts  the 
matter  his  own  way.  '  What  really  is  an  Irish 
bull,  then  ?  '  one  was  asked,  and  the  instant  reply 
was :  '  Well,  it's  like  this ;  supposing  there  are 
thirteen  cows  lying  down  in  a  field  and  one  of 
them  is  standing  up ;  that  would  be  a  bull.' 
Nothing  could  be  clearer  than  that,  except  the 
comment  of  the  man  who  heard  that  his  comrade 
had  b'en  sentenced  to  ponal  servitude  for  life. 
'Sure  the  poor  boy  won't  live  half  the  time.'  It 
would  spoil  this  last  one  to  pretend  to  believe  that 
the  perpetrator  knew  the  legal  duration  of  a  '  life  ' 
terra."  [Yes ;  that's  all  right  !  But  ask  any 
angler  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that,  should  he  by  chance 
happen  to  land  thirteen  good,  sound,  sizeable  fish, 
one  is  not  certain  to  be  too  short  to  pass  the  rule  ?] 


"  The  Mick  "  the  other  day  appeared  as  a  witness 
in  an  assault  case.  "  Now  then,"  said  the  counsel, 
"  what  did  you  see  the  prisoner  do  ?  "  "I  saw  the 
blackguard  knock  the  gintleman  down,  sor,"  replied 
Mick.  "  And  what  happened  then  ?  "  asked  counsel. 
"  Well,  sor,"  replied  Mick,  "  before  the  gintleman 
could  get  up  the  spalpeen  knocked  him  down  agen, 
bad  luck  to  him."  "Thank  you,"  said  counsel; 
"  stand  down."  "  If  you  plase,  yer  honour."  replied 
Mick,  "  I'll  sit  down,  if  ya  don't  moind,"  and  he 
left  the  bo.x  muttering,  "  Stand  down,  indade,  and 
how  the  divil  would  I  do  it  at  all  at  all  ?  " 


Here's  my  heart  to  the  darlin',  "  The  Mick," 
Be  me  sowl,  he's  as  square  as  a  brick. 
But  a  brick  isn't  square,  and  bedad  that  is  qilare. 
Though  a  rope  is  as  long  as  a  shtick. 

He's  a  broth  of  a  bhoy  is  "  The  Mick," 
He's  as  slow — well,  as  slow  as  he's  quick. 
In  love  or  a  fight,  by  day  or  by  night, 
Bedad  !  he's  all  right^he's  "  The  Mick." 

— -MOSNAR  Dis. 


Two  wonderful  specimens  of  trout  caught  in 
Ireland,  says  the  Irish  Times,  are  now  on  view  at 
Miss  Williams,  naturalist,  2,  Dame-street,  Dublin, 
the  record  trout  for  last  season,  caught  by  Mr. 
Stephen  Gwynn  (weighing  16Jlb.)  in  Lough  Corrib, 
and  the  huge  fish  from  Lough  Belvedere,  near 
MuUingar,  weighing  261b.  2oz. 


The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  dis- 
tributed 1,759,723,510  young  fish  and  eggs  during 
the  fiscal  year  of  1905. 


The  following  shows  how  careful  we  must  be 
when  we  are  looking  at  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  which 
is  generally  of  the  same  colour  as  all  other  waters : — 
"Sir, — There  is  an  amusing  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  20,  signed,  'The  Handy  Man,'  about 
fishing  at  Toome  Bridge.  In  it  he  says  :  '  I  went 
up  the  River  Bann  and  gazed  on  the  mighty 
expanse  of  Lough  Erne  before  breakfast.'  If  he 
went  up  the  Bann,  it  was  Lough  Neagh  he  was 
gazing  at.  The  Erne  flows  out  of  Lough  Erne  by 
Belleek  and  Ballysharmon,  well  known  to  anglers." 


"  Did  you  say  I  was  the  biggest  liar  you  ever 
knew  ?  "  fiercely  asked  a  ruffian  of  a  counsel,  who 
had  been  skinning  him  in  his  address  to  the  jury. 
"  Yes,  I  did,"  replied  the  counsel,  and  the  crowd 
eagerly  watched  for  the  expected  fight.  "  Well, 
then,"  said  the  ruffian,  "all  I've  got  to  say  is  that 
you  could  'a  never  knowed  my  brother  Jim." 


Mr.  T.  Roberts'  lantern  lecture  at  the  B.S.A.S. 
on  Wednesday  was  a  grand  success.  The  room  was 
crowded  by  an  avidionco  who  thoroughly  appreciated 
the  beautiful  slides  Mr.  Roberts  had  prepared  for 
their  delectation.  The  subject  was,  "With  the 
Camera  in  the  North,"  and  we  had  a  most  interesting 
and  instructive  personally  -  conducted  tour  to 
Aberdeen,  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands,  and 
the  West  Coast  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Hussey,  who 
knows  something  about  lantern  slides,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  he  spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise 
of  the  technical  and  artistic  excellence  of  the 
pictures,  and  all  the  audience  cordially  agreed 
with  him. 

•  •  *  •  « 

Messrs.  J.  W.  and  Ernest  Zaehnsdorf  again 
placed  their  splendid  lantern  at  the  society's 
disposal,  and  were  present  to  manipulate  it.  I 
have  so  often  spoken  of  this  fine  instrument,  and 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  it  is  manipulated, 
that  this  time  I  can  only  say  there  was  no  falling 
off.    Higher  praise  I  cannot  give. 


"DearDrao,"  writes  Truthful  Tommy,  "I  see 
you  suggest  in  your  '  Anglers'  Parliament '  that  a 
debate  shall  be  raised  on  the  question  of  'How  to 
toll  a  cock  from  a  hen  fish.'  It's  quite  ea-sy  when 
you  know  how.  Scientists  usually  distinguish  the 
sexes  by  the  difference  between  the  anipelosity 
and  delaingeraent  of  the  lateral  line.  But  there's 
an  easier  method.  Take  a  bowl  of  goldfish,  for 
instance,  only  don't  take  it  when  the  man  isn't 
looking  or  there  will  be  trouble.  You  think  the 
hens  don't  lay  regularly,  or  that  they  want  to  sit,  or 
you  have  some  other  reason  for  wishing  to 
distinguish  the  sexes.  Well,  it's  ea=ily  done. 
Catch  a  fish  and  put  it  into  a  bowl.  Then  throw  in 
an  ant's  egg  or  a  worm.  If  he  takes  it,  it's  a 
he ;  if  she  takes  it,  it's  a  she.  I  hope  this 
is  quite  clear  ?  [Perfectly,  thank  you.]  Then 
you  raise  the  question,  'Do  fi<h  smell?'  Of 
course  they  do.  Some  I  have  met  do  more  than 
smell,  they  'hum.'  There  are  some  other  points, 
but  I  am  very  busy  just  now,  and  I  will  deal  with 
them  at  greater  length  next  week."  [I'll  see  you 
don't.] 


Silence  in  the  Winter  Woods. 

How  calm  it  was ! — The  silence  there 

By  such  a  chain  was  bound. 
That  even  the  busy  woodpecker 

Made  stiller  with  her  sound 
The  inviolable  quietness ; 

The  breath  of  peace  we  drew 
With  its  soft  motion  made  not  less 

The  calm  that  round  us  grew. 
There  seem'd,  from  the  remotest  seat 

Of  the  white  mountain-waste, 
To  the  soft  flower  beneath  our  feet 

A  magic  circle  traced, — 
A  spirit  interfused  around 

A  thrilling  silent  life : 
To  momentary  peace  it  bound 

Our  mortal  nature's  strife. 
And  still,  I  felt,  the  centre  of 

The  magic  circle  there 
Was  one  fair  form  that  fiU'd  with  love 

The  lifeless  atmosphere. 

— Shelley. 


"Women  have  changed  remarkably  in  their 
disposition  since  the  good  old  days,"  observes  the 
man  with  the  reminiscent  eyes.  "  Haven't  they, 
though?"  says  the  man  with  the  rolling-pin 
bump  over  his  left  ear.  "  Now,  you  take  Jonah's 
wife,  for  instance.  Suppose  I'd  stay  away  from 
home  three  days  and  nights  and  come  back  and 
tell  my  wife  something  reasonable  —  say,  that  I 
had  been  detained  on  business  —  ray  wife  would 
be  packing  her  trunks  and  telephoning  to  law- 
yers right  awaj'.  But  Mrs.  Jonah  evidently 
believed  the  whale  story,  and  got  Jonah's  clean 
clothes  out  for  him  as  soon  as  he  reached  the 
house." 


Oyster  Pie. 
Pare  and  cut  into  dice  one  quart  of  potatoes. 
Boil  until  tender,  but  not  mushy,  in  boiling  salted 
water.  Put  a  layer  of  this  in  the  bottom  of  a  por- 
celain dish,  then  a  layer  of  oysters,  a  sprinkling  of 
salt  and  pepper  and  half  a  teaspoonful  of  butter  cut 
into  bits.  Continue  these  layers  until  the  dish  is 
filled,  having  the  potatoes  last,  dotted  with  bits  of 
butter.  Pour  over  this  half  a  cup  of  milk  and 
oyster  juice.  Cover  with  light  puff  paste  and  bake 
in  a  quick  oven  for  about  twenty  minutes.  Serve 
in  the  dish  in  which  it  is  cooked. 


Old  fishermen  of  the  Illinois  river  claim  that  carp 
are  taken  from  the  river  and  sold  for  salmon  in 
Philadelphia  after  being  canned.  Dragnet. 
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^ofes  from  il)e  "§Tod^. 


Tlie  Countess  of  Cromartie  has  been  in  Dundee 
this  week  doing  some  chaiitable  work  on  behalf  of 
the  working  men  of  the  town.  Her  ladyship  is 
never  idle.  She  is  one  of  the  best  all  round  sports- 
women in  the  Xorth. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Eversfield,  Horsham,  Essex,  is  again 
coming  Xorth  for  the  trout  season  in  April  on  the 
Don.  Though  early,  the  Don  trout  are  then  at 
their  best  for  sport,  and  some  fine  baskets  are  made. 

The  season  tickets  on  the  Kintore  burgh  waters 
are  being  rapidly  taken  up.  It  is  about  the  cheapest 
water  in  the  kingdom —  10s.  for  about  two  miles  of 
salmon  and  trout  waters  from  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31. 


H.M.S.  Squirrel  arrived  at  Aberdeen  last  week 
from  Lowestoft  to  take  up  fishery  board  duty  in  the 
Xorth.   

The  late  Lady  Bridge  had  some  remarkably  heavy 
6sh  from  the  Deveron  in  her  time.  Sir  Frederick 
leased  the  Corniehaugh  water  from  Mr.  Porter  for 
many  years,  and  the  success  of  her  late  ladyship  is 
quite  historic  in  these  parts. 

A  331b.  Dee  salmon  in  a  salesman's  window  in 
January  in  Aberdeen  proved  a  puzzle  to  most  who 
saw  it  till  they  were  told  that  it  was  frozen. 


Shoals  of  salmon  have  been  running  the  Dee,  and 
the  pools  in  the  middle  reaches  are  already  well 
stocked  with  fish.    Tjhe  kelts  are  also  clearing  out. 

A  couple  of  seals  were  observed  a  few  days  ago 
disporting  themselves  in  the  Spej'  near  Carron 
Bridge,  some  twenty-five  miles  from  the  sea.  The 
keeper  at  Laggan  House  shot  one  of  them,  but  the 
other  managed  to  escape. 


The  opening  of  the  Tay  was  not  up  to  the  early 
anglers'  expectations,  or  even  anticipations.  A  gale 
•sprang  up  the  Saturday  previous,  and  a  fresh  set 
in  on  Monday.    Thing.s  are  better  now. 


The  Dee,  Don,  Daveron,  Spey,  Ness,  Beauly, 
Shin,  and  eighty  odd  streams  open  on  Feb.  11,  the 
Xorth  and  South  Esks,  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  some 
Sol  way  streams  open  on  Feb.  15  and  2.5  respectively, 
while  the  Tweed  opens  on  Feb.  I.  and  trout  angling 
all  over  on  March  1.  Speciai,  Scotch. 


A^'GI.ER'S  LOGIC. 


THE  FISH  THE  AGGRESSOR. 

I  TAKE  a  little  wool  and  feather,  and  tying  it  in  a 
particular  manner  upon  a  hook,  make  an  imitation 
of  a  fly  ;  then  I  throw  it  across  the  river  and  let  it 
sweep  round  the  stream  with  a  lively  motion.  This 
I  have  an  undoubted  right  to  do,  for  the  river 
belongs  to  me  and  my  friend,  but  mark  what  follows. 
Up  starts  a  monstrous  fish,  with  his  murderous  jaws, 
and  makes  a  dash  at  my  little  Andromeda.  Thus 
he  is  the  aggressor,  not  I^  his  intention  is  evidently 
to  cdmmit  murder.  He  is  caught  in  the  act  of 
putting  that  invention  into  execution.  Having 
wantonly  intruded  himself  on  my  hook — which  I 
I'ontend  he  had  no  right  to  do — he  starts  about  in 
various  directions,  evidently  surprised  to  find  that 
the  fly,  which  he  hoped  to  make  ea^sy  conquest  of, 
is  much  stronger  than  himself.  I  naturally  attempt 
to  regain  this  fly  unjustly  withheld  from  me.  The 
fish  gets  tired  and  weak  in  his  lawless  endeavours 
to  deprive  me  of  it.  I  take  advantage  of  his  weak- 
neaf,  I  own,  and  drag  him  somewhat  loathe  to  the 
shore,  where  one  rap  at  the  back  of  the  head  ends 
him  in  an  instant.  If  he  is  a  trout,  I  find  his  stomach 
distended  with  flies.  .  .  .  You  see,  then,  what  a 
wretch  a  fish  is ;  no  ogre  is  more  bloodthirsty. — 
ScROPE  on  "  Salmon  Fishing,"  1843. 


SOUTHEND  ANGLING  .SOCIETY. 


IE  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Southend 
ling  Society  was  held  recently  at  the  Middleton 
Mr.   A.   Norman  presiding.     Mr.   O.  M. 
ard,    hon.    secretary,   submitted  his  annual 
■rt,  which  showed  that  the  .society  continued  in 
'St  flourishing  condition.    The  membership  was 
maintained,  comprising  about  100  fully  pyid-up 
fibers,  in  addition  to  a  good  many  recently 
oibcted.    The  society  held  during  1905  thirteen  salt- 
water and  three  fiesh- water  competitions.  The 
'  ipetitioas  had  been  well  supported,  and  very 
J  all-round  sport  had  resulted  in  the  salt-water 
-  iipetitions.    The  large.st  catch  yet  obtained  by  a 
member  of  the  society  was  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
weight  was  161b.  14oz.    The  society  had  joined  the 
newly-formed  National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation, 


which  now  proposed  to  join  hands  with  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society.  The  joint  bodies  Kliould 
prove  a  very  strong  council  for  dealing  with  all 
matters  relating  to  sea  anglint^.  The  society 
had  now  rented  for  a  term  of  three  years  some 
fresh  water  at  Hawkwell,  near  Rochford.  This  con- 
tained some  good  carp,  bream,  and  rudd,  and  in  the 
near  future  it  was  proposed  to  restock  it  with  roach 
and  bream.  This  water  should  prove  a  groat  acquisi- 
tion to  the  society,  being  in  such  close  proximity  to 
Southend.  The  report  closed  with  an  expres-iion  of 
thanks  to  all  who  had  so  generously  supported  the 
society  by  giving  prizes,  thus  helping  to  make  it  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  prosperous  in  Southend, 
and  well  known  in  the  angling  world  generally.  The 
balance-sheet  showed  receipts  £73  5.3.  7d.,  and  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £16  Is.  1  Id.  The  officars  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected,  with  the  Mayor  (Alder- 
man J.  Brightwell)  as  president.  Mr.  Howard  is 
still  the  energetic  and  painstaking  secretary.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Briggs  for  his  offer 
of  a  prize  for  the  best  gross  aggregate  for  the  year 
for  salt-water  fish  ;  aad  the  same  to  Mr.  Norman  for 
his  services  there  that  evening.  The  remainder  of 
the  evening  was  spent  in  music  and  convi\  iality. 


TO  REMEDY  SCARCITY  OF  FISH. 


The  season  which  has  just  come  to  an  end  is  said 
by  local  fishermen  to  have  been  one  of  the  poorest 
for  years,  says  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Leader.  This 
has  been  due,  they  say,  to  the  scarcity  of  fish  on  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  where  in  former  years  the 
supply  was  always  abundant.  H.  F.  Lyman, 
secretary  of  the  Buckeye  Fish  Co.,  said  several  days 
ago  that  the  season  had  been  far  from  successful, 
that  fact  being  due  to  a  number  of  causes.  "  One 
theory  as  to  the  scarcity  of  fish  this  year,"  said 
Mr.  Lyman,  "  is  that  they  have  been  driven  away 
by  the  carp,  which  keep  the  water  very  muddy.  I 
do  not  believe  that  there  are  too  many  fishermen. 
If  some  legislation  was  made,  however,  providing 
for  more  stringent  close  seasons  during  the  spawn- 
ing time  the  supply  would  be  a  great  deal  larger." 
The  Cleveland  fishermen  say  that  even  over  on  the 
Canadian  shore,  where  so  many  of  the  American 
boats  have  been  caught  poaching,  the  supply  has 
been  very  limited  during  the  past  season.  In  fact, 
the  lakes  seem  to  be  depopulated  of  their  finny 
inhabitant".  Paul  North,  State  Fish  and  Game 
Commissioner,  says  that  steps  will  be  taken  for  the 
introduction  of  measures  to  lengthen  the  close 
season  for  fishing  Certain  fish,  also,  will  be  put  in 
the  :  port  man's  class,  and  can  only  be  caught  with 
rod  and  line.  Black  bass  will  bo  placed  in  this 
clais.  During  the  past  season  several  ve  sols  have 
baen  seized,  which,  when  searched,  were  found  to 
have  large  quantities  of  valuable  black  bass  on 
board  which  had  been  caught  ia  nets.  It  is  to 
prevent  this,  and  save  game  fish  from  extermination, 
that  legislation  is  asked.  The  fishing  industry  in 
Cleveland  is  a  very  important  one,  dozens  of  fish 
tugs  being  owned  by  big  firms  in  this  po|f .  Owners 
agree  that  something  must  be  done  promptly  or  the 
indust|ry  will  be  ruined  in  this  section. 


A   SPRAY  OF  WESTERN  THOUGHTS. 


Thev  are  going  up  !  You  can  hear  it  from  the 
idle  watchers  on  the  bridge.  They  saw  them 
yesterday  ;  they  have  seen  them  to  day  ;  black  fins 
and  tails  forcing  great  silver  bodies  through  the 
surge,  and  down  on  the  green  by  the  old  abbey  the 
fishermen  are  preparing  their  nets,  for  they  know 
that  the  time  is  near.  Going  up  !  You  can  feel  it 
in  the  presence  of  the  trim  water-bailiff  in  smock 
frock  and  khaki  puttees  as  he  goes  his  "rounds" 
from  his  little  wigwam  on  the  island,  and  one's 
heart  grows  light  at  the  thought  of  the 
approaching  1st.  Going  up  !  It  brings  memories 
of  last  year — memories  of  the  dreamy  days  and  the 
freshening  breezes  that  rocked  the  lotus  on  the 
banks  of  the  river. 

Let  us  follow  them  up — up  to  the  pools  near  the 
woods  of  Inchirourke,  the  Factory  Pond,  Leindhine, 
and  Poul-na-Thoggart,  where  we  met  their  kith  and 
kin  last  year,  met  and  parted,  and  sometimes 
broken- hearted.  By-and-bye  we  will  take  a  rod,  a 
sweeping  "  Castleconnell,"  purchased  from  that 
Nestor  of  sportsmen,  Mr.  John  Enright,  but  for  the 
present  we  will  go  and  see  the  spots  where  the 
silver  streaks  aro.se  and  the  kingfishers  flashed,  and 
all  the  glories  of  Nature  were  thick  upon  us.  We 
know  the  old  haunts  well.  They  of  the  fins  and 
tails  are  here  before  us,  resting,  and  telling  of  their 
life  in  the  deep  seas  to  the  wondering  pike,  and 
fcmiling  the  smile  of  a  fish.  Not  all  have  come  up, 
though.  Some,  and  they  are  not  a  few,  have 
remained  down  at  the  weir.«,  and  by-and-bye  the 
Messrs.  Brownings  will  come  and  stretch  many  a 
silver  scale  on  the  sand.    As  we  pause  and  look 


round  we  think  of  isomo  struggles  of  last  year. 
There  by  that  rock  in  the  Factory  a  hungry  pike 
came  and  stole  our  bait,  but.  Ah  !  he  loft  the 
"scorn"  with  us.  Under  that  great  oak  that 
grows  aslant  the  stream  a  monster  was  struck, 
and  fought  and  died  on  the  bank  near  by. 
That  WHS  when  the  flower.*  were  blowing  in 
March.  Up  above,  where  the  river  sweeps  with 
an  easy  flow,  and  where  the  gowans  bloom  in  the 
summer  time,  an  osier  bed  marks  the  spot  which 
tells  a  tale  of  sadness  and  remorse.  The  time  was 
Easter  week,  and  fish  so  very  dear.  The  fields 
were  green,  and  Heavpn  above  was  fair.  Long 
dewy  threads  floated  noiselessly  down  the  stream, 
and  the  woods  were  full  of  -the  songs  of  the  wild 
birds.  The  breezes  themselves  were  at  rest.  Our 
hearts  were  young,  and  we  sang  of  home,  our  island 
home — 

With  its  various  shades  of  glimmer  and  gloom. 
Its  cloudy  or  sunlit  skies. 

The  slow  and  silent  river  flowed  along,  when,  Oh  I 
an  "  ass "  leaped  clean  out  of  the  water.  But  it 
was  a  fish.  Hurriedly  we  threw  the  bait,  and — 
caught  him.  He  was  there  below  us,  with  a 
phantom  in  his  gob — there  at  our  feet.  He  took 
no  line,  for  we  gave  him  none.  Still,  he  tumbled 
and  screwed  and  thumped,  and  the  rod  bent  to  tho 
end ;  but  there  he  was  below.  The  moment  had 
come.  Tho  hooks  should  be  driven  "  home  '' 
(someone  had  said  we  did  not  strike  the  last  fish 
hard  enough),  and  we  thought  of  Nimrod,  yes, 
god  of  the  woods  ;  and  of  Neptune,  god  of  the 
seas ;  yes,  and  that  other  fellow — and  struck  a 
mighty  strike,  and  broke — the  fish's  jaw,  but  also 
broke  the  rod.  And  over  the  meadows  and  down 
the  hills  from  her  home  in  unknown  places  comes 
the  voice  of  Spring.  The  birds  will  sing,  the  fields 
be  green  again,  and  as  I  write  I  know  that  away 
up  by  the  mills  of  Altavilla  poor  Wall  ee — veteran 
sportsman  that  he  is — as  he  bends  o'er  tho  rustic 
bridge,  is  telling  our  tale  to  the  silent  waters,  and 
murmurs  in  accents  of  joy,  "  They  are  coming  up !  " 

Co.  Limerick.  Gerald  M. 


THAMES  CONSERVATORS. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
on  Monday  the  lower  river  committee  reported  that 
they  had  received  a  letter  from  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  London  County  Council  renewing  the  appli- 
cation made  by  the  contractors  for  the  Rotherhithe 
Tunnel  for  permission  to  deposit  a  blanket  of  claj', 
800ft.  long,  40ft.  wide,  and  of  a  maximum  depth  of 
5ft.,  over  the  site  of  the  tunnel.  The  committee 
recommended  that  the  board  should  adhere  to  their 
deci-  ion  of  Nov.  6  last  not  to  grant  permission  for 
this  to  be  done.  Sir  John  MacDougall  asked  that 
the  committee  should  take  back  the  recommenda- 
tion in  order  to  allow  of  a  conference  of  tho  engineers 
of  the  two  bodies.  If  the  water  came  through  the 
bed  of  the  river  into  the  tunnel  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  death  for  the  workmen  engaged  there,  and  would 
cause  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  said  he  would  be  prepared  to  accept  this 
suggestion  for  a  conference,  but  at  the  same  time 
it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  board  to  look  after  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  The  board  must  safeguard  the  interests  of 
shipping.  Mr.  Bates  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
contractors  ought  to  have  gone  to  a  greater  depth 
in  the  tunnel,  and  not  have  sought  to  be  so 
economical.  Sir  John  MacDougall  replied  that  in 
settling  the  depth  of  the  tunnel  below  the  river  the 
contractors  had  to  consider  that  the  tunnel  was  to 
be  used  for  traffic,  and  that  the  gradients  must 
not  be  too  steep.  The  recommendation  was  taken 
back  by  the  committee.  An  important  contract 
for  dredging  the  River  Thames  between  Gravesend 
and  the  Nore  was  .settled.  Along  this  stretch  of  the 
river  the  navigable  channel  is  to  be  dredged  to  a 
uniform  depth  of  30ft.  For  this  work  the  tender  of 
Sir  John  Jackson  and  Co.,  at  Is.  4Jd.  a  cubic  yard, 
was  accepted,  the  contractors  undertaking  to 
remove,  free  of  charge,  any  quantity  of  solid 
rock  up  to  5000  cubic  yards  that  was  encountered. 
It  was  reported  that  of  a  natiu-al  flow  of  water  at 
Teddington  Weir  during  the  month  of  December, 
amounting  to  .  28, 732-4  million  gallons,  3876  8 
million  gallons  had  been  abstracted  by  the  Metro- 
politan Water  Board  and  water  companies,  for  the 
purpose  of  water  supply.  The  daily  average  natural 
flow  was  926-9  million  gallons,  as  compared  with 
17 11 '5,  the  daily  average  for  December  for  the 
twenty-two  preceding  years.  The  chairman.  Lord 
Desborough,  said  that  considering  ihe  enormous 
area  drained  by  the  Thames,  3800  square  miles,  the 
large  accumulation  of  water  recently  in  the  Thames 
Valley  had  been  disposed  of  more  expeditiously 
than  in  any  other  valley  in  England.  There  had 
been  extensive  floods  in  the  Midland  counties,  but 
in  the  Thames  Valley  the  water  had  been  kept  well 
within  bounds. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  27,  1906 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  o£  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Xo  MedlcHl  Examination  requireil. 


Wiito  for  Pidspei  tus  and  Terms  (if  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

V.  .).  LEE-S.MI  TH,  Mnmfiiii/j  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO   IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  OASUALTV  Insurance  Companv,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
<ir  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  hajtpen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vchicdc, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  th»  f<  Uowing  conditions  : 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  fiuestioii  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurauce  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

■1,  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

.5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signad  •  ' 


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

I  </<■</, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Mouths  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  foiward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


ADVERTISER, 


A  well-known  successful  angler.  Silver  Medalli  t 
of  the  Great  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1884,  will  be 
pleased  to  accompany  Gentleman  as  GUIDE 
COMPANION  and  ATTENDANT.  Thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Kenuet  and  Lambourne  rivers, 
also  the  Hampshire  Avon  and  Cumberland 
Derweiit.  Terms  moderate.  —  Address,  "  L.," 
i,  Eau  Claire  Villas,  Newl)ury,  Berks. 


TO  luEX. 
#1  Miles  of  S/tlendid 

TROUT  FISHING 


Apply- 


In  the  River  Teat. 

C.  MINTRIM,  Estate  Ae:en*, 

Romsey,  Hants 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley 
Voik. 


The  Celebrated 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
Delicious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Meat,  or  Cheese. 

Recommended  hy  Editor  of  Finking  Gazette 
and  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Sole  Makers:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO..  Ltd., 
SOUGI.AS,  ISLE  or  MAN. 


SALMON  FISHINGi 

Nr.  Ross,  on  Wye. 


Exclusive  right  on  one  half  the  river 
from  Komc!  Bridge  Station  to  Railway 
Viaduct.  Jlent  €20.  (iood  accommo- 
dation on  the  spot. — Captain  TAVi.oit, 
Doward  House,  Nr.  Monmouth. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 

RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FRSRES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


PEE. 

Oood  section.    Ilotel.    February  10  to 

April  14.  .€100. 
Another,  from  February  10  to  June  30. 

£200. 

Another,  2  miles,  both  banks.  February 
10  to  April  80.  £120. 

A.  GRUVIBLE, 
44,  Duke  St.,  St.  James',  London. 


A  RIYER  IN  NORWAY. 

This  book,  by  Cn.\s.  Tuomas-Stanfoud, 
Esq.,  graphically  describes  the  River 
Gaula  in  Sondfjord,  where  the 

FISHING  IS  TO  LET 

from  Juno  15  to  August  1-5, 1906,  together 
with  a  good  RESIDENCE  containing 
rooms.    Easily  reached  from  Bergen 
by  passenger  boats  several  times  weekly. 

Apply— WILSON   &  ARMSTRONG, 
7,  Side,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Salmon  Fishings 

ON  ^ 

RIVER  SPEY. 


ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to — 

Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


THEATRES. 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collins. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  F.  C.  Burnand,  J.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter  Passmore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  .Tohimie  Danvers,  Arthur  Con- 
quest, Queenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfiirtably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 


HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KING-SBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brougli,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


KING'S  THEATRE— DICK  WHIT- 
TINGTON.  'Phone,  119  Hammersmith.- 
NIOHTLY,  7.30.  DICK  WHITTINGTON, 
TEN  PERFORMANCES  WEEKLY.  Matinees 
Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday^ 
at  2.  The  most  successful  Pantomime  ever 
produced  at  this  Theatre.  Children  half-price 
(except  Gallery)  to  all  performances  except 
Saturday  night. 


ASK 

your  Fishing- 
Tackle  iViaker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detaohed  and  attached 
without  remoTing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show- 
Cards  of  the  Wholesale  Makers, 
B.  ALLOOOE  &  00.,  Bedditoh.) 


Also  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT" 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Oan  be  Instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
tiom  a  line  without  removing  trace,  etc.) 


Wholesale  only  of 

S.ALLGOGK&GO. 

REDDITCH. 


Rea.d  Tlnis. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  [  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PUBS 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  3»,  6d.  | 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magniflcciuie,  cheap- 
ness, ;ind  killing;  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Conijilete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishinp  Tackk 
and  Fly  Dressinu  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

John  "Wlilte  Ac  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


TROUT  FISHING 

TO  ILiET. 

Half  mile,  near  Andover,  Hants,  with  six 
room  Cottage  if  required.  Kent  :  £20 
Fishing,  and  £10  Cottage.— Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herhkrt,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


TROUT  FISHING 

FOR  SAZ^E. 

About  2,000  yards,  near  Andover,  Hants, 
with  House,  IMill,  and  \6  acres  Water 
jMeadows.  Price  £2,250.  —  Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


FOR  SALE. 

DEAL  BEACH,  clone  to  Li fehoat  .Station. 

A  WELL-BUILT  'LOOK-OUT'  HOUSE 

on  the  Beach,  having  a  twenty  mile 
radius.  Well  fitted.  Sleeping  bunk,  gas 
stove,  and  locker,  awnings,  flagstaff,  &e, 
£3.5  (ground  rent  £1  per  annum).  Address, 
"  R.,"  42.5,  High  Road,  Gunnersbury. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Met  chants 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Prire  Lvtts  oil  apphcntlon. 


Crjstal  Palace 

Continuation  of  tlie  Great 

XMAS    HOLIDAY  PROGRAMME. 


MR.  HUMPHREY  E.  BRAMMALL'S 

GRAND 

CONTINENTAL  CIRCUS 


in  the  Centre  Transept, 
Twice  Daily,  at  2.30  and  6.30. 

GORGEOUS  PANTOMIME 

DICK  WHITTINCTON 

Twice  Daily  in  Theatre,  4.0  and  8.0. ' 
A  Brilliant  Spectacle. 
Superb  Dresses. 


ROLLER  SKATING 

On  the  Great  Asphalte  Rink. 


LEONI  CLARKE'S  FAMOUS  CATS 
PROFESSOR  LE  WISE, 
Ventriloquist  and  Illusionist. 

MOTOR  BAGATELLE.  i 
HELTER  SKELTER.! 


Military  Band  and  other  Daily 
A  ttractions. 


j  January  27,  1906 

\ — .  

letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


KEEPING  GUT  IN  GOOD  CONDITION. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mar-siox, — The  above  question 
'••ni?  up  from  time  to  time  in  the  pages  of  the 
iig  Gazette,  and  elicits  various  answers  and 

__estions;  but,  up  to  the  present  day,  as  far  as  I 
mi  aware,  nothing  definite  has  been  agreed  upon  in 
his  respect.  I  have  been  following  the  correspond- 
■nce  referring  to  this  matter  with  considerable 
ntere>t,  and  have  carried  out  a  few  experiments  for 
nyself,  the  results  of  which  may  be  of  some  interest 
:o  brother  anglers  ;  if  this,  my  impression,  should 
lappen  to  be  an  erroneous  »tie — well,  just  consign 
^hese  lines  to  the  waste-paper  basket. 

First  of  all,  I  think  the  "keeping  qualities"  of 
2ut  depend  in  the  largest  measure  on  its  original 
intrin-ic)  quality.  I  have  gat  that  has  been  pur- 
jha*ed  as  far  back  as  1890,  and  which  is  in  all 
-espects  as  good  as  when  it  was  bought ;  and  I  have 
i  hank  of  extra  fine  (undrawn)  gut — very  long, 
parfect  strands — for  which  I  paid  a  good  price,  that 
tiaa  been  kept  in  exactly  the  same  conditions  for 
twelve  year.-j  and  as  become  thoroughly  brittle  and 
.inrehdble.  Evidently  something  was  "bungled" 
111  the  manufacturing  of  this  gut. 

,A.I1  the  gut  mentioned  above  is  unstained  ;  I  may 
be  wrong,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  buying  stained 
gut,  preferring  to  stain  it  my.>elf.  In  the  first  place, 
this  gives  me  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  suit  the 
stain  to  my  taste  and  requirements  ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  I  know  what  ingredients,  in  what  pro- 
portions, at  what  temperature,  etc.,  have  been  used. 

Now,  surmising  that  I  have  got  hold  of  gut  of 
pood  quality,  unimpaired  by  bleaching  and  staining, 
1  certainly  should  prefer  to  keep  it  in  not  too  dry 
an  atmosphere,  and  this  is,  according  to  my  experi- 
ence, a  very  important  item,  out  of  the  reach  of 
gas.  The  latter  is  not  a  difiicult  matter  in  this 
country,  but  as  to  the  former,  it  is  another  matter  ; 
the  air  in  our  dwellings  is,  as  a  rule,  extremely  dry 
in  summer  (especially  in  the  central  and  southern 
provinces),  and  still  more  so  in  winter.  And  how  is 
one  to  obtain  the  necessary  amount  of  dampness 
under  the  conditions  in  which  we  live  ?  Up  to  the 
spring  of  1904,  this  has  been  a  puzzling  question  to 
me  ;  since  then  I  have  used  '•  never-drying  "  cotton- 
fabric  in  which  I  keep  all  the  gut  I  have  in  store. 

This  "  never  -  drying  "  cotton-fabric  suggested 
itself  to  me  by  the  merest  of  chances ;  I  had  some 
hektographic  mass  in  sheets  bought  for  my  office, 
these  sheets  being  protected  by  pieces  of  pretty 
heavy  cotton-fabric.  One  of  the.se  happened  to  be 
covered  up  with  some  papers,  under  which  it  was 
concealed  for  close  on  three  months  in  the  driest  of 
my  rooms,  and  when  I  found  it  there  I  was  surprised 
to  find  it  feeling  quite  damp  to  the  hand.  The  idea 
struck  me  that  it  might  do  quite  well  for  keeping 
gut  in  it,  and  I  at  once  utilised  it  for  the  purpose  ; 
the  results  proved  highly  satisfactory,  and  I  have 
continued  its  use  since  then.  That  same  sheet  of 
cotton  is  damp  still,  and  perfectly  sweet,  not 
the  slightest  indication  of  "  taint "  or  niusttness 
about  it.  ' 

Glycerine  and  gelatine  are  hygroscopic,  both  of 
them ;  the  former,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  is 
antiseptic.  It  appears  that  the  cotton  absorbs  a 
sufficient  amount  of  this  composition  (from  the 
hektographic  mass)  to  last  a  long  time  ;  when  dry  it 
can  easily  be  "  renovated,"  or  exchanged  for  a  fresh 
sheet. — Yours  very  truly,      Paul  Tcherkassov. 

fSt.  Petersburg. 


ANGLING  IN  LONDON  PARKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  20  I  notice  a 
reference  to  the  subject  of  angling  in  the  ornamental 
waters  which  aflord  so  much  pleasure  to  the  people 
of  the  Metropolis. 

As  the  subject  is  of  universal  interest,  perhaps 
you  will  afiord  me  a  little  space  to  tell  you  what  is 
done  in  this  respect  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel. 

As  a  resident  in  Paris  for  nearly  thirty  years,  I 
have  had  ample  opportunities  of  te.stifying  to  the 
great  amount  of  pleasvare  afforded  to  the  working 
classes  in  that  city  by  the  municipal  regulations 
of  the  lakes,  which  are  stocked  regularly  by  the 
liunicipal  Council,  and  thrown  open  to  the  public 
under  the  most  favourable  conditions. 

How  long  this^haa  been  going  on  I  know  not, 
but  I  can  testify  from  per.sorial  experience  that  it 
was  done  under  the  Second  Empire.  When  I  first 
Went  to  Paris  to  see  the  Universal  Exhibition  of 
1S07,  I  devoted  considerable  time  to  watching  the 
anglers  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  and  enjoyed  the 
intense  interest  which  they  displayed  in  their 
favourite  sport.  The  lake  was  plentifully  stocked 
with  roach,  white  bream,  perch,  and  gudgeon, 
besides  carp  of  very  large  size. 
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This  wont  on  until  the  urm('-e  terrible,  when  the 
Germans  took  possession  of  the  Bois  de  Boulogne 
and  the  surrounding  region.  When  they  returned 
to  their  own  country  on  the  conclusion  of  peace 
there  was  not  a  single  fish  left  in  the  lake,  or  a 
single  animal  in  tha  Jardin  d'Acclimatation,  which 
is  close  to  it.  Of  this  I  had  ocular  demonstration 
in  1871-72,  when  I  spent  five  months  in  Paris. 

When,  however,  I  returned  to  that  city  in  1878 
to  reside  permanently,  I  found  that  the  lakes  had 
been  stocked  again  by  the  Republican  Administra- 
tion, and  the  anglers  were  at  work  as  though 
nothing  had  happened,  and  were  as  keen  and  as 
successful  as  ever. 

The  Municipal  Council,  which  is  purely  demo- 
cratic, has  since  carried  on  the  good  work  with 
the  same  beneficent  results  under  the  following 
conditions:  — 

Fishing  is  open  to  "  all  and  sundry  "  on  payment 
of  an  annual  subscription  of  twenty-five  francs, 
which  covers  the  Lie  Sup6rieur  and  the  Lac 
Inferieur,  the  Lac  SK  James,  the  Lac  de  Suresnes, 
and  the  Lac  des  Tribunes  at  Longchamp.  The 
season  begins  on  June  15  and  closes  on  April  15, 
from  five  in  the  morning  to  one  o'clock,  the  after- 
noon being  reserved  exclusively  for  the.  boating 
public,  Sundays  included,  the  authorities  being  of 
the  opinion  so  ably  embodied  by  Hood  in  immortal 
verse  :  — 

"  Better  it  were  that  in  their  angling  suits 
Tiio  artisans,  who  go  to  work  on  Monday, 
Should  spend  a  leisure  hour  among  the  brutes 
Than  making  beasts  of  their  own  selves  on 
Sunday." 

At  first  flight,  it  might  appear  that  these  con- 
ditions are  prohibitive.  Nothing  of  the  sort  !  The 
French  ouvrier  can  always  open  his  old  stocking 
and  find  the  wherewith  to  pay  his  subscription. 
Not  only  so,  but  he  can  more  than  reimburse  him- 
self by  disposing  of  his  catch  to  his  neighbours, 
who  are  as  keen  after  fish  as  a  hungry  cat.  The 
season  proper  is  over  by  the  end  of  September,  but 
during  the  remainder  of  the  piscatorial  year  there 
are  plenty  of  pike  in  several  of  the  lakes  which  I 
have  named. 

The  annual  subscription  for  the  Lac  de  Vincennes, 
which  is  just  outside  the  eastern  fortifications,  is 
ten  francs  (eight  shillings).  It  is  almost  exclusively 
frequented  by  "  east-enders,"  but  is  not  nearly  so 
"  poissonneux."  Now  that  they  can  get  to  the  Bois 
by  the  "Metro."  for  three  sous  they  are  putting 
in  an  appearance  there  in  increasing  numbers 
each  year. 

Having  been  a  season  ticket  holder,  and  a  regular 
frequenter  of  the  lakes  in  the  Bois  for  upwards  of 
fifteen  years,  I  can  speak  with  authority  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  sport.  The  hotter  the  sun  is  the 
better  the  fish  bite,  but  one  may  always  count  on 
four  or  five  pounds  of  roach  and  bream,  and  many 
of  the  ticket  holders  carry  away  five  or  six  thousand 
fish  during  the  season. 

A  peculiar  feature  of  the  organisation  is  that 
there  is  no  limit  to  size.  No  Frenchman  will  ever 
hear  of  such  a  thing  as  putting  back  undersized 
fish,  and  "  the  smaller  they  are  the  better  they  like 
'em."  Such  being  the  case,  one  would  think  the 
lakes  would  soon  be  "skinned  out,"  but  it  is  not 
so,  because  they  are  regularly  restocked. 

This  lake  fishing  has  its  special  features.  During 
my  first  year  I  did  next  to  nothing,  because  I  did 
not  "  know  the  ropes,"  and  was  too  proud  to  ask 
anyone  for  information.  Happening,  however,  to 
stumble  on  an  Englishman,  I  at  once  learned  the 
reason  of  my  failure :  I  was  fishing  with  gut  tackle. 
In  a  river  gut  is  all  right,  but  in  a  lake,  where  the 
fish  can  sail  round  and  round  and  inspect  the  bait 
at  leisure,  it  is  next  to  no  use.  When  fishing  in 
bright  sunshine  it  reflects  flashes  of  light,  which 
keeps  all  inquirers  aloof.  Since  then  I  have  held 
my  own  with  the  best  of  them.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  I  took  to  horsehair  with  the  best  results. 

I  have,  perhaps,  already  occupied  too  much  of 
your  space,  so  I  will  conclude  with  a  suggestion  : — 

If  the  new  London  Council  should  seriously 
contemplate  throwing  open  the  lakes  to  anglers, 
they  should  first  send  a  deputation  to  Paris  to  see 
how  the  thing  ought  to  be  managed. — Yours  truly, 

Paris,  Jan.  I'.).  I.  W.  Alton. 


ROCK  FISHING. 

Dear  StR, — With  reference  to  "Lichen  Grey's" 
query  as  to  catching  garfish  with  lines,  I  am  pleased 
to  inform  him  that  I  have  occasionally  caught 
garfish  whilst  fishing  for  whiting  outside  St.  Peter's 
Port,  Guernsey;  the  bait  used  was  live  sand-eel. 
They  are  also  caught  by  the  local  fishermen  on 
"trots."  {iarfisli  are  esteemed  by  the  natives 
generally  as  an  article  of  food,  but  personally  they 
do  not  appeal  to  my  taste  owing  to  the  backbone 
of  the  fish  being  a  vivid  green  when  cooked. — 
Yours  truly,  ,  T.  S.  Barron. 
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ROCK  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Lichen  Grey,"  in  his  account  of  a 
day's  rock  fishing,  inquires  about  garfisli,  and  asks 
for  any  details  of  one  cauglit  by  an  angler.  I  rnay 
say  that  one  September  evening  three  years  ago, 
when  fly  fishing  from  Filey  Brig  for  "  billet,"  a 
friend  who  was  fishing  just  by  me  caught  one  on  a 
small  "  Bickerdyke  "  soa  fly.  He  also  got  one  on  a 
similar  fly  three  or  four  days  previously,  but  1  did 
not  witness  its  capture. — Yours  truly, 

E.  C.  Lkwt.v. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  spent  fix  months  fishing  Lough 
Melvin  last  year,  a  few  remarks  regarding  the  lough 
and  the  sport  to  bo  had  there  may  possibly  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers. 

I  took  a  small  house  in  the  little  village  of 
Garrison,  on  the  east  end  of  the  lough,  and  started 
fishing  on  March  17,  trolling  for  salmon.  I  found 
that  the  east  end  of  the  lough  for  a  distance  of 
about  three  miles  was  preserved  by  four  gentlemen 
owning  the  shores,  and  that  for  the  right  of  fishing 
the  preserved  water  tickets  at  the  rate  of  3s.  por 
day  had  to  be  obtained.  The  water-bailiff  called 
on  me,  and  asked  to  see  my  salmon  licence.  I 
produced  one  taken  out  in  Kilkenny,  but  was  told 
that  to  fif^li  Lough  Melvin  a  licence  had  to  be  taken 
out  in  that  district.  I  naturally  remonstrated,  but 
tlie  baihff  said  his  orders  were  not  to  issue  tickets 
to  anyone  not  holding  that  district  licence.  As  I 
had  taken  my  house  for  six  months  I  submitted  to 
this  unfair  tax.  Now,  as  a  licence  taken  out  in  any 
district  in  Ireland  holds  good — legally — all  over  the 
country,  I  consider  this  a  wrong  way  of  obtaining 
money  towards  the  expense  of  preserving  the  water. 
A  fairer  way  would  be  to  increase  the  price  of  the 
fishing  tickets. 

I  was  much  disappointed  with  the  sport  I  had. 
both  with  salmon  and  trout.  During  my  six  months' 
stay,  I  met  several  gentlemen  who  had  been  fishing 
the  lough  for  many  years,  and  they  all  said  that 
the  fishing  had  been  steadily  getting  worse  year  by 
year.  For  instance,  a  few  years  ago  it  was  quite  a 
common  thing  for  boats  to  get  ten  and  more  salmon 
a  week,  whereas  last  year  a  boat  getting  three 
was  lucky.  Certainly,  two  gentlemen,  fishing  from 
Scott's  Hotel,  got  six  in  one  week,  but  they  were 
exceptionally  lucky.  My  best  day  was  March  21, 
when  I  killed  two  of  11  lb.  and  7^1b..  lost  two  more, 
and  had  a  drag  from  a  fifth  ;  then  for  three  weeks 
running  I  only  got  one  fish  a  week,  and  only  killed 
nine  fish  during  my  stay.  As  the  winter  and  the 
months  of  January  and  February  were  very  wet, 
the  boatmen  expected  a  good  run  of  fresh  fish,  but 
this  was  certainly  not  the  case.  Locally,  amongst 
the  boatmen,  the  cause  of  the  salmon  fishing  having 
deteriorated  so  much  is  that  the  passes  in  the  river, 
from  the  way  they  are  constructed  and  from  not 
being  properly  looked  to,  get  so  choked  up  that  the 
fish  cannot  run  up  except  in  very  high  water,  and 
also  to  over  net  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fish  do  not 
get  fair  play.  As  the  late  spring  and  summer  last 
year  were  exceptionally  dry,  and  the  lough  got  very 
low,  no  peal  were  able  to  get  up,  and  I  only  heard 
of  one  being  caught.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
fishing  for  salmon  is  by  trolling  only,  later  on  they 
take  the  fly.  These  must  be  small,  and  excellent 
flies  are  tied  by  Messrs.  Rogan,  of  Ballyshannon. 

To  my  mind  the  trout  fishing  was  also  bad.  The 
lough  holds  the  black-finned  trout  (Salmo  nigri- 
pennis),  locally  known  as  "  sonaghan "  (these 
begin  to  take  about  July,  and  are  taken  in  the 
deeper  parts  of  the  lough);  the  gillaroo  (Sa/mo 
stomachicus),  they  run  up  to  31b.,  and  give  fair 
sport ;  the  common  shore  trout,  small,  and  to  my 
mind  not  worth  fishing  for.  There  are  a  few  Lough 
Erne  trout.  I  only  taught  one  a  little  over  21b., 
but  a  very  game  fish.  Ferox,  running  up  to  121b. 
and  over,  are  often  got  trolling  ;  my  heaviest  was 
7lb.  The  lough  also  swarms  with  perch.  I  caught 
a  good  few  on  the  fly,  fishing  for  trout,  and  also 
on  the  troll,  and  I  was  told  that  there  are  millions 
of  char  in  the  lough.  .  Some  years  ago  people  living 
on  the  lough  shores  were  allowed  to  net  for  char, 
but  that  was  stopped,  and  the  boatmen  say  that 
since  then  the  trout  fishmg  has  been  getting  wor.se. 
There  is  a  very  small  rise  of  Green  Drake  on  the 
lough,  and  dapping  with  it  is  not  known.  I  tried 
dapping  with  the  Harry-lone:-legs  for  "sonaghan" 
with  partial  success.  My  boss  boatman  had  great 
faith  in  it.  It  is  certainly  a  fascinating  form  of 
sport,  and  I  was  surprised  it  did  not  do  better  and 
that  more  fish  did  not  rise  at  it,  as  any  that  did 
evidently  meant  to  have  it,  for  if  missed  they 
invariably  came  at  it  again.  I  found,  however, 
that  the  wet-fly  did  quite  as  well  with  these  trout. 
In  my  opinion,  after  the  "  sonaghan"  begin  to  rise 
in  July  fishing  for  them  is  the  only  sport  in  the 
lough  worth  going  in  for,  and  I  cannot  say  very 
much  for  even  that,  if  other  years  are  anything  like 
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what  last  year  was.  You  fish  drifting,  and  in  every 
boat  I  saw  out  the  gentleman  and  one  boatman 
were  fishing,  and  on  a  good  day  seldom  more  than 
ton  to  twelve  were  caught,  not  much  of  a  bag  for 
two  rods  from  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  At  the  hotel  in 
Garrison  I  saw  a  book  on  "  British  Fresh  Water 
Fishes,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  Houghton,  M.A.,  F.L.S., 
presented  to  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Scott,  in  1879,  in 
which  the  author  writes  enthu.iiastioally  of  tlio 
"sonaghan"  fishing  in  Lough  Melvin  at  that  time, 
and  mentions  as  many  an  thirty  being  taken  in  a 
day  by  one  boat.  Thoy  are  certainly  a  very  game 
fish  and  play  like  demons,  and  are  excrillent  eating. 
The  heaviest  run  to  a  pound  and  a  half  ;  average, 
three-quarters  of  a  pound. 

The  preserved  water  is  the  only  part  of  the  lough 
for  salmon,  as  the  fi.sh  run  right  through  and  lie 
near  the  shores,  waiting  to  run  up  to  spawn  in  the 
.small  streams  which  run  in  on  the  east  end.  Fisliing 
in  Ro?s  Bay,  part  of  the  preserved  water,  is  only 
allowed  on  two  day.?  in  the  week,  the  proprietors 
reserving  the  other  four  days  for  themselves  and 
friends;  and  trolling  in  the  bay  is  not  allowed  at 
any  time.    Fishing  on  Sunday  is  not  allowed  in  the 
preserved  water.    Boats  and  boatmen  are  supplied 
by  the  hotel.    Charges  :  1-i.  a  day  for  boat,  2s.  (id. 
a  boatman.    Two  are  always  employed,  and  they 
are  given  lunch  and  half  a  pint  of  whisky  bntween 
them.    The  boatmen  ar.)  most  willing,  civil,  and 
obliging,  and  very  keen  for  their  employer  to  liave 
sport.    I  think  the  charge  for  boarding  at  the  hotel 
is  two  guineas  a  week.    Visitors  there  told  me  that 
Miss  Scott  made  them  very  comfortable.    No  doubt 
there  are  many  piscators  more  competent  than 
ray.3elf  to  give  roa^^ons  for  the  trout  fishing  going  so 
steadily  to  the  bad.    I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the 
gentleman  who,  writing  some  time  ago  in  the  Fi'ih- 
ing  Gazette— \ast  summer,  1  think — attributed  the 
trout  fishing  in  Loch  Leven  being  so  bad  to  the 
large  increase  of  perch  in  that  loch.    In  Melvin 
I  know  there  are  thousands  of  perch,  and  the 
boatmen  told  me  that  char  are  in  miUions,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  trout  having  sucli 
enormous  quantities  of  fry  to  feed  on  are  satiated, 
and  do  not  come  .so  much  to  the  surface  as  they 
otherwise  would.    In  support  of  this,  one  of  the 
most  noticeable  features  of  Melvin  was  how  seldom 
it  was  one  saw  a  trout  rise,  even  on  the  calmest 
days.     Of  the  fishing  on  the  Bundoran  end  of 
Melvin  I  had  no  experience,  but  from  the  fact  that 
the  Garrison  end  is  allowed  to  be  by  far  the  best,  and 
the  sport  there  last  year  was  so  poor,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  good  bags  reported  from  there 
mu?t  have  largely  consisted  of  shore  trout  with  a 
few  gillaroo  thrown  in. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Mis-es  Moore,  of  Cliffe 
House,  Belleek,  I  was  given  two  days'  salmon 
fishing  in  the  River  Erne  just  before  I  left  Garrison, 
but  1  was  unfortunate  in  my  days.  There  had 
been  heavy  rain,  and  just  as  I  arrived  at  Belleek 
each  day  the  sluices  there  were  opened,  causing  a 
lieavy  rise  in  the  river,  which  started  the  fish 
running.  However,  I  got  a  7-pounder  my  first 
day,  and  that  day  I  must  have  seen  a  couple  of 
hundred  fish  throw  themselves ;  and  next  day  was 
much  like  the  first.  This  day  the  beat  I  was  on 
was  to  all  intents  unfit  for  fishing,  but  I  stuck  to 
it  on  the  chance  of  a  fish,  as  it  was  my  last 
day. 

From  what  I  saw  of  the  river  and  the  number  of 
fish  in  it,  I  tliink  the  Erne  must  run  near  to  being 
the  best  salmon  river  in  Ireland.  Unfortunately 
for  many,  nearly  every  beat  has  to  be  waded,  and 
deep  at  that.  The  best  months  are  June  and  July 
in  an  ordinary  season.  Tickets  £4  a  week.  One 
fish  per  day  or  week,  I  am  not  sure  which,  can  be 
retained.  Gillies,  .5s.  a  day  and  lunch,  etc. — Yours 
truly,    /  W.  B.  W. 

AN  INDIA-RUBBE^  QUERY.' 

"  Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  answer  the  following 
through  your  valuable  Fishing  Gazette  ? 

Can  pure,  unvulcanised  rubber  be  bought  different 
colours,  say,  yellow,  purple,  olive,  and  slate — if  so, 
where  ?  Can  it  be  had  already  cut  in  strips,  very 
thin  and  fine,  as  suggested  by  you  1  Although  I 
have  carefully  followed  "  Athenian's  "  instructions, 
I  cannot  get  the  unvulcanised  rubber  to  take  the 
dyes  at  all,  u  ing  Crawshaw's  "  Special  "  dyes  and 
others.  Can  anyone  tell  me  how  to  get  the  un- 
vulcanised rubber  to  take  dyes  ? 

1  read  som »  time  ago  in  Fishing  Gazette  where 
you  said  you  were  at  a  London  waterproofer's  and 
saw  some  pure  rubber  of  a  nice  yellow  colours  suit- 
able for  fly  bodies;  where  was  this,  and  is  it 
possible  to  get  some  ? 

I  have  ft  scrap-book  filled  with  cuttings  from 
Fishing  Gazette  for  last  ten  years,  and  only  regret 
I  did  not  commence  ten  yeari  earlier,  that  is,  to 
paste  the  cuttings.— Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 
and  wishing  the  Fishing  Gazette  every  success, 
yours  truly,  T.  Paert. 


NORFOLK  BROADS— PIKE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  am  afraid  Mr.  Jarvis  Blayney  would 
find  it  very  difficult  to  get  "  good  pike  fishing  and 
attention — does  he  mean  board  and  lodging  7 — for, 
say,  £1  a  week,"  anywhere  in  thi.s  district.  Of 
course,  "good  pike  fishing"  is  such  a  difficult  term 
to  define,  one  man  being  satisfied  with  what  another 
would  consider  very  feeble  .sport,  that  that  point  I 
must  leave,  but  it  may  be  stated  in  general  terms 
that  what  is  considered  the  really  good  pike  fishing 
now  in  the  Broads  district  is  confined  to  the  very 
strictly  preserved  private  broads  to  which  a  stranger 
would  get  very  limited,  if  any,  access,  and,  in  any 
case,  probably  not  before  the  end  of  February,  when 
shooting  ends.  If,  however,  ho  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  pro.spect  of  a  small  fnh  or  two  per  day, 
with  the  possibility  of  more,  live-baiting  and  using 
rather  fine  gear  would  probably  yield  him  this  on 
Barton,  Wroxham,  or  Salhouse  Broads,  which  can 
be  fished  on  payment  of  a  fee  varying  from  Is.  per 
rod  for  Barton  to  '2s.  6d.  for  the  south  end  of 
Wroxham,  and  (I  believe,  as  yet)  the  same  for 
Salhou.se.  A  boat  is  necessary  for  all  these.  Barton 
IS  five  miles  from  Wroxham  on  the  Ant,  Salhouse 
and  Wroxham  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  three- 
quarter  miles'  row  from  Wroxham  Bridge.  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  supply  further  particular.s  direct  to 
Mr.  Jarvis  Blayney  if  he  wishes,  but  my  candid 
advice  to  him  is  to  seek  some  other  district  if  he 
can  only  fi  ih  semi-public  water  s  here. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  Taylor." 


THE  "RELIANCE"  CHECK. 

De.vr  Sir,— I  venture  to  submit  the  photograph 
of  a  little  article  1  use  on  my  spinning  rod  for  your 
inspection  and  favour  of  remarks. 

The  article,  I  think,  would  be  found  veryjiandy, 
by  all  anglers  who  use  a  centre-pin  reel,  as  a  check 
to  be  relied  on.    I  have  named  it  the  "  Reliance 


The  '  Reliance"  Check. 


Check,  and  it  is  intended  to  supersede  the  "  dick- 
click  "  or  the  method  of  using  the  fingers  as  a  brake 
on  the  rim,  when  easting  from  the  reel  or  braking  a 
fish.     The  advantages  it  has  over  the  ordinary 

click-click"  ara:— Its  entire  simplicity,  the 
optional  way  it  can  be  applied  to  the  reel,  quite 
silent  in  action,  has  no  springs  to  fail  at  the  critical 
moment,  anyone  can  fit  it  to  their  rod,  will  last  a 
lifetime,  applicable  to  any  size  reel. 

An  angler  who  fits  one  of  the  checks  to  his  rod 
and  uses  an  ordinary  free-running,  centre-pin  reel, 
can  always  cast  in  comfort  from  the  reel,  over- 
running baing  impossible.  Should  he  be  using  a 
heavy  lead,  an  elastic  band  slipped  over  the  brake 
handle,  as  shown,  causes  a  steady  pressure  on  the 
reel,  which  can  be  instantly  released  or  increased 
by  a  touch  of  the  thumb  or  finger  of  the  hand 
holding  the  rod  below  the  reel,  on  the  brake 
handle. 

By  sliding  it  up  or  down  the  groove  in  the  bed  an 
even  pressure  of  the  shoe  can  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  rim  of  any  size  reel. 

When  packing  up,  by  loosening  the  nut,  the  brake 
can  be  detached  from  th^  rod  and  put  away.  There 
is  no  part  of  it  liable  to  be  lost.  It  is  always  com- 
plete and  ready  for  use. — Yours  truly. 

Hold  'Em. 


EEL  TRAPS— A  SIMPLE  HOME-MADE  ONE. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  recent  issues  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  information  is  sought  and  given  as  to  the 
best  trap  and  method  of  baiting.  The  most  simple, 
effactive,  and  cheap  contrivance  that  has  come 
under  my  notice  is  an  ordinary  grain  sack  loosely 
stuffed  with  straw,  baited  with  fish,  fowls'  entrails, 
young  sp*rrowa,  or  anything  similar  that  lies 
handy.  First  of  all  put  two  half  bricks  in  each 
corner  of  the  bottom  of  the  sack,  then  a  few 
handf uls  of  straw  till  half  full,  a  handful  of  bait  in 


the  middle,  add  more  straw  until  the  sack  is  full 
insert  a  funnel  large  enough  to  admit  a  big  cel.  say! 
an  inch  or  more  in  diameter  at  the  pointed  end 
which  should  be  six  or  eight  inches  long,  tio  the 
nec.(  of  the  sack  tightly  round  neck  of  funnel,  and 
sink  the  lot  in  bed  of  stream.  A  daily  examination 
will  soon  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the  efficac\ 
of  this  improvised  (!ontrivance.  I  know  nothing 
like  it— a  good  catc'i  is  a  certainty.— Yours  truly. 
The  Bostom  Bitteiin. 


AT  "THE  GREEN,"  BANBURY. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  V.  M 
r^y'  "J!,^'"'         B,hnve  heading,  I  am  still  ali\  .  ,t 
•  Ihe  Green,"  Banbury,  and  my  name  is— \-,.uis 

^'■"'y,  J.  S.  FORTESC.  1 


A  SALMON  FISHING  QUERY. 

■'^u  ""^  g<^'"g  in  tl>o  summer  to  spend 

my  holidays  at  a  place  on  the  west  coast  of  Jutland 
and  enclose  a  little  rough  sketch  of  the  country  in 
order  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  place. 

There  is  a  large  sheet  of  brackish  water,  some 
twenty  miles  long,  with  several  large  rivulets  pouring 
into  It.  From  March  till  September  there  is  a  good 
run  of  both  salmon  and  sea-trout,  and  many  of 
them  are  caught  in  the  nets  of  the  local  fishermen 
but  angling  for  them  with  the  rod  and  line  has,  so 
tar  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  never  been 
tried  The  salmon  anglers  in  Denmark  mav  be 
counted  on  one's  fingers. 

The  fishermen  tell  me  that  they  do  not  think 
the  fish  will  be  induced  to  take  any  bait,  as  thev 
never  find  any  food  in  the  stomachs  of  the  fish 
caught  in  their  nets,  but  on  the  other  hand  they 
say  that  on  calm  summer  evenings  they  can  see  the 
salmon  and  trout  now  and  then  leap  in  the  narrow 
current. 

Now,  do  you  think  that  these  fresh-run  fish  may 
bo  caught  by  any  bait,  and  which  bait  would  you 
recommend  me  to  try— the  prawn,  the  artificial 'fly, 
the  minnow,  or  the  lobworm  ?  The  current  is 
strong  either  the  one  way  or  the  other  according  to 
tlie  tide  in  the  North  Sea. 

Excu.se  me  troubling  you  with  these  questions."- 
Only  one  query  more.  Have  you  or  any  of  your 
correspondents  ever  tried  artificial  flies  tied  on  a 
quite  small  triangle,  and  where  can  I  get  such  flies  ? 
— Yours  truly,  j  j-j 

Copenhagen. 

fOur  corrfspondent  should  give  the  salmon  fly  a 
good  trial  in  the  river  pools  where  the  salmon  are 
seen  to  jump,  or  where  it  is  likely  they  rest  before 
going  on  up  the  river  to  the  spawning  grounds.  If 
the  fly  is  of  no  use,  then  minnow  and  prawn  can 
quite  fairly  be  tried.  Triangles  should  not  be  used 
on  flies,  as  fish  which  break  away  with  a  triangle 
in  them  are  often  suffocated  by  the  mouth  being 
closed  or  starved  by  the  throat  being  closed. 
Salmon  flies  are  dressed  on  all  sizes  of  double  hooks 
brazed  together,  and  where  small  flies  must  be  used 
for  heavy  fish  it  is  safer  to  use  two  than  one. — Ed.] 

FISHING  WANTED  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — If  one  of  j'our  numerous  readers 
would  be  good  enough  to  tell  me  where,  in  Ireland, 
about  the  end  of  next  month,  I  could  get  fishing 
(trout  and  pike)  and  some  rough  shooting  free,  or 
at  not  too  unreasonable  a  rate,  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged.— Yours  truly,  Aleph.  " 


FISHING  ON  NORFOLK  BROADS— A.  SMITH  S 
"THAMES  ANGLER." 

De.ar  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  will  favour 
me  with  his  address,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him 
full  information,  as  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the 
district,  having  fished  it  for  many  years. 

A.  Smith's  "Thames  Angler." — This  book  was 
originally  published  by  Chapman  and  Hall,  Picca- 
dilly, at,  I  believe,  one  shilling.  Perhaps  the 
readiest  way  of  obtaining  a  copy  would  be  to  place 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  soms  extensive  dealer  in 
second-hand  books. — Yours  truly, 

Dishforth,  Thirsk.  "Fredk.  Lupton. 


GOOD  AVON  PERCH. 
Dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2i)  a 
letter  appeared  entitled.  "Good  Avon  Perch,"  in 
which  Mr.  Gadd  says,  "  The  fish  were  taken  with  a 
ery  large  silver  spoon  bait  with  red  and  gold 
tassel."  For  the  benefit  of  those  of  your  readers 
who  take  an  interest  in  that  good  all-round  spinning- 
bait  (the  spoon),  I  would  ask  Mr.  Gadd  if  he  would 
kindly  state  length  and  width  of  the  above  spoon, 
also  length  and  width  of  the  treble  hooks.  In  my 
experience  there  are  spoons  and  spoons,  the  majority 
of  which  are  duffers. — Yours  truly,        N.  W.  C. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  aud  Son's  Kailway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fi.~;hisg  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  aud 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
aiidressed  to  R.  B.  JIarston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  re4|uested  tf)  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  tiames  ai\d  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  I'nless  this  nile  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6d. 

Si.x  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2«.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7  7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   220 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  6.5.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  5Ianager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertutementx  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
VedjiexdayD,  addressed  " Adcertigement  Manager." 
Telegraphic  Address— "  DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


English  Ten  Foot  sJoz.  Split-Cane  Rods  to 
Match  American  Ditto. 

Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  remember  a 
long  correspondence  -which  occupied  our  columns 
in  the  autumn  on  the  respective  merits  of  English 
and  American  split-cane  rods.  The  outcome  was 
that  makers  on  this  side  were  practically  challenged 
to  make  rods  like  those  made  by  Mr.  Leonard,  of 
New  York.  Two  firms  took  up  the  matter,  Messrs. 
S.  AUcock  and  Co.  and  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  and 
at  my  invitation  last  Monday  Mr.  \Vm.  Senior, 
editor  of  the  Field,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  angling 
editor  of  the  Field,  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Ooggeshall  met 
me  at  the  Winter  Club  at  Olympia  to  see  some 
rods  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  and  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  to  match  a  10ft.  bloz.  split-cane  "  Leonard  " 
fly  rod.  "Val  Con.son"  and  Mr.  W.  Baden- 
Powell,  K.C.,  were  also  invited,  but  were,  much  to 
their  and  our  regret,  unable  to  attend.  The  Winter 
Garden  is  an  ideal  place  for  testing  rods,  as  far  as 
any  covered  in  space  can  be  ideal.  We  do  not  fish 
under  glass  but  there  is  abundant  space  for 
swinging  a  20ft.  salmon  rod  with  fifty  yards  of 
line,  and  as  much  more  as  Mr.  Enright  or  Mr. 
Hardy  can  manage.  It  would  be  a  capital  place 
for  a  casting  tournament  when  another  is  wanted — 
not  for  some  time,  I  imagine. 

The  rods  were  carefully  tried  with  the  same  reel 
lines,  and  in  every  way  under  similar  conditions, 
and  there  was  only  one  opinion— namely,  that  in 
length,  weight,  action,  power,  and  everything  el.se 
except  price,  the  English  rods  were  as  good  as  the 
American,  and  I  understand  that  the  English  rods 
can  be  made  to  retail  at  £.5,  which  is  £2  k  ss  than 
the  price  for  a  similar  "Leonard."  Of  course  it 
is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  the  most  important 
test  of  all,  that  of  durability,  it  was,  of  course, 
impossible  to  apply.  Time  alone  can  do  that, 
but  there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the  English 
rods  should  not  stand  as  much  wear  as  the  excellent 
"  I>eonard." 

We  were  very  sorry  "Val  Conson  "  could  not  be 
present,  because  he  has,  I  think  I  may  fairly  say. 


almost  irritated  our  makers  into  proving  that  they 
can  in  every  respect  match  the  American  light  rod. 
They  always  said  they  could,  but  saying  is  not 
doing.  Now  they  have  done  it  to  my  most  perfect 
satisfaction,  and  also,  I  believe,  to  that  of  the  other 
gentlemen  mentioned  above,  subject,  of  course,  to 
the  durability  reservation,  which  I  only  mention  to 
show  that  important  point  was  not  forgotten.  The 
cane  used  appears  to  \)Q  the  common  or  garden 
Tonkin  cane,  and,  personally,  I  prefer  its  action  to 
that  of  most  other  canes,  as  it  is  so  light  and  steel- 
like. I  had  asked  Mr.  Hardy  and  Messrs.  Allcock 
to  be  present.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  and  his  nephew, 
Mr.  Leonard  Hardy,  came,  but  Messrs.  Allcock  did 
not.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Sheringham  did 
some  wonderful  long  casting  with  both  the  English 
and  American  rods.  Mr.  Hardy  told  me  that  it 
was  the  first  time  he  had  tried  a  long  cast  in  a 
building  sheltered  from  the  wind,  and  that  it 
certainly  appeared  to  be  greatly  in  favour  of 
longer  distances  being  recorded.  Personally,  I 
think  actual  fishing  conditions  are  the  only  ones 
which  fully  justify  these  casting  tournaments. 


Wonderful  Casts  with  a  Rod  weighing  30Z.  7dm. 

Messrs.  Hardy  showed  some  superb  rods,  and 
with  a  rod  weighing  only  3oz.  7dm.  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy  cast  70ft.  (over  25  yards),  and  with  the 
same  rod  Mr.  Sheringham  cast  73ft.  With  Messrs. 
Allcock's  copy  of  the  5^oz.  10ft.  "  Leonard  "  Mr. 
Sheringham  cast  25  yards,  a  little  more  than  he 
did  with  the  original  "  Leonard,"  and  using  the 
same  line.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  showed  us  a  most 
ingenious  new  seat  landing-net,  a  new  "sea 
boom  " — the  boom  is  balanced  by  a  bullet,  more 
ingenious  than  practical,  I  fancy — they  ought  to 
call  it  the  "Canti-lever  boom."  Then  they  have 
another  new  lock-joint,  in  which  the  lock  is  effected 
by  a  spring  pin  on  the  solid  ferrule  catching  in  a 
hole  in  the  hollow  ferrule. 


A  321b.  Salmon  Killed  on  a  6|oz.  "Leonard" 
Fly  Rod. 

Mr.  James  Watt,  of  San  Francisco,  writes  to  me 
on  Dec  9 :  — 

"  Dear  Sib, — The  following  is  an  illustration  of 
what  light  tackle  will  do :  In  the  fall  of  the  year 
there  usually  is  a  run  of  small  steelhead,  averaging 
in  weight  from  |lb.  to  2lb.  and  31b.,  following  in 
the  wake  of  the  Qainnat  salmon.  While  fishing 
for  small  fish  in  the  tide  waters  of  the  Paper  Mill 
Creek,  and  using  a  Mills'  'Standard'  (American) 
Q^oz.  fly  rod,  I  hooked  foul  on  to  a  Quinnat  salmon, 
fresh  from  the  ocean.  After  a  strenuous  fight 
lasting  forty-five  minutes  I  landed  him.  Weight, 
321b." 

This  is  a  pretty  good  testimonial. 

Mr.  Mansfield's  Great  Cast  of  I29jft.  with  50Z. 
"Leonard"  Fly  Rod. 

I  also  have  to  thank  Mr.  Watt  for  sending  me 
the  following  very  interesting  letter  from  Mr. 
Walter  D.  Mansfield,  the  amateur  champion  trout 
fly  caster  of  the  world,  with  reference  to  his  cast 
of  over  43  yards  with  5oz.  fly  rod.  I  will  not 
apologise  to  Mr.  Mansfield  for  having  said  he  was 
an  Englishman,  but  am  glad  to  rectify  the  error, 
and  glad  to  note  also  his  friendly  feeling  towards 
this  country.  Anglers  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
can  do  much  to  encourage  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  countries.  Mr.  Mansfield,  who  is  a  solicitor, 
or,  as  our  American  friends  say,  attorney-at-law, 
appears  to  have  been  answering  some  questions 
put  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hardy.  I 
must  quote  them  here  to  make  the  matter  clear:  — 

"  Deae  Mr.  Watt, — Yours  of  Dec.  14  received. 
I  have  not  seen  the  article  of  Hardy  Bros,  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  28  referred  to  by  you,  and 
hence  can  only  reply  to  the  direct  questions  con- 
tained in  your  letter. 

"First. — Answering  your  question  as  to  whether 
my  record  cast  of  129Jft.  with  5oz.  rod  was  or 
was  not  made  in  the  open,  and  how  same  was 
measured.  This  cast  was  made  at  the  International 
Tournament  held  in  San  Francisco  on  Aug.  8,  1902, 
in  the  open,  at  Stow  Lake,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
and  was  made  parallel  with  an  accuratel;^  marked 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Graylino  Flies.— Now  P^eady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of"  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  O.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject. " — fishing  Gazette. 


measuring  board  stretched  from  the  casting  plat- 
form out  into  the  lake,  alongside  which  board 
boats  containing  the  judges  were  stationed.  The 
cast  was  measured  by  the  distance  from  the  casting 
platform  to  the  spot  where  the  fly  dropped.  In 
some  instances  where  the  fly  drops  several  feet 
from  the  measuring  board  it  is  impossible  to  judge 
within  an  inch  or  so  the  exact  distance,  but  on  this 
particular  cast  it  was  reported  by  the  judges  that 
the  fly  dropped  over  on  to  the  board  and  remained 
there  long  enough  to  note  the  fraction  of  an  inch. 
With  this  explanation  you  will  understand  that 
the  length  of  lino  out  is  not  figured,  but  that  the 
point  reached  by  the  fly  is  the  mark  establishing 
the  distance.  A  full  account  of  this  tournament, 
together  with  illustrations  of  the  casters,  the  plat- 
form, laks,  and  surrounding  country,  appears  in  the 
Fishing  Gazelle  of  Dec.  13,  1902. 

"Second. — Answering  your  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  I  am  an  Englishman.  I  recognise  the  com- 
pliment intended  in  the  article  by  the  suggestion 
that  I  am  an  Englishman,  but  ever  since  the 
Mayfloiver  days  my  ancestors  have  been  Americans, 
in  which  distinction  I  share.  If  I  were  not  an 
American,  I  would  wish  to  be  an  Englishman. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Walteh  D.  Mansfield.'-' 

I  find  that  what  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  said  on 
Oct.  14,  1905,  in  the  Fishing  Gazelle,  p.  287,  with 
reference  to  Mr.  Mansfield  was: — 

"  Mr.  Mansfield's  great  cast  of  43  yards  with  a 
single-handed  rod  is  wonderful ;  but  we  believe  it 
was  done  in  a  covered  building  free  from  currents 
of  air.  Mr.  Mansfield,  however,  is,  we  believe,  an 
Englishman,  and  we  must  be  grateful  to  him  for 
having  cast  in  America,  as,  in  making  such  a 
record,  he  shows  that  tmder  the  conditions  obtain- 
ing there  great  distances  can  be  done,  even  by  an 
Englishman." 

Mr.  Mansfield's  letter  makes  it  clear  he  is  an 
American,  and  the  cast  was  in  the  open  air. 

Fishing  in  Tibet. 

Major  W.  S.  Burrell  writes:  — 

"I  have  just  found  the  following  note  by  my 
friend  Capt.  Rawlings,  who  was  cartographer  of 
the  Tibet  Expedition.  He  was  exploring  in  N.W. 
Tibet  in  1903,  and  gave  me  the  information.  I 
have  just  found  it  among  the  baggage  that  followed 
me  home  from  India: — • 

"  '  The  fish  in  upper  Lake  Pangong  are'numerous, 
and  run  up  to  401  b.  or  501b.  weight.  The  lake  is 
really  twofold,  as  there  is  a  drop  of  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  between  the  upper  and  lower.  The 
latter,  having  no  outflow,  is  therefore  salt.' 

"Rawlings  took  about  seventy  fish  out  of  a 
small  tributary  in  one  morning,  ^Ib.  to  IJlb.,  to 
feed  his  nearly  starved  camp.  Unluckily,  Rawlings 
is  not  a  fisherman,  but  he  described  the  fish  as 
'  rather  spotted,  rather  bony.' 

"  As  people  begin  to  work  into  Tibet  now  it  may 
be  worth  their  while  to  know  of  this.  Lake 
Manasarowar  is  also  alive  with  fish  of  sorts.  I  had 
some  (dried)  brought  to  me  in  Tibet  in  1904 ;  they 
were  also  bony." 


Absurdities  of  Reporters. 

Why  should  an  old  angler  like  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley 
write  "as  he  did  in  his  last  week's  river  report  ? 
After  referring  to  never  in  his  sixty  years'  experience 
having  seen  so  many  fish  on  the  redds,  he  says  : — 
"The  result  will  be  that  the  coming  spring  and 
summer  will  find  the  river  full  of  salmon  and  trout." 
What  does  this  mean — that  the  kelts  will  be  there 
or  their  unborn  progeny  ?  In  either  case  they  are  no 
use  to  the  angler  Mr.  Hurley  is  so  anxious  to  lure  over 
to  Killaloe.  Then  "  Gilnockie  "  says  last  week: — 
"  A  note  from  Canonbie  states  that  both  rivers — 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle — are  in  splendid  order,  and 
a  sea-trout  season  above  the  average  may  be  looked 
forward  to."  How  can  anybody  say  in  January 
what  the  autumn  sea-trout  fishing  will  be  like. 
It  is  impossible  in  the  rush  of  going  to  press  always 
to  notice  such  absurdities,  and  one  hardly  expects 
to  have  to  look  after  reporters  who  have  reported 
for  over  twenty  years. 

Feathers  for  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies. 

]\fr.  Pickersgill,  of  Rydall -street,  Holbeck,  Leeds, 
sends  me  some  lovely  samples  of  his  small 
natural  hackle  for  trout  flies— good  in  shape  and 
colour;  also  golden  pheasant  tippets,  teal,  mallard, 
etc.,  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  flies.  I  believe  his 
prices  arc  very  reasonable. 
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Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  open  in  the 
West  End. 

The  mention  of  South  Molton  brings  up  visions 
of  delightful  Devonshire  trout  streams  and  the 
Lorna  Doone  country.  It  must  have  been  a 
Devonshire  man  who  christened  South  Molton- 
street,  near  Regent-street,  London.  I  wa,^  reminded 
of  Exmoor  when  looking  at  the  attractive  new 
shop  which  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  Lslington, 
have  just  opened  at  11,  South  Molton-street, 
Regent-street.  Already  there  is  a  good  .show  of 
rods  and  tackle,  and  a  grand  advantage  is  that  at 
the  back  there  is  plenty  of  room  to  try  even  an 
ISft.  salmon  rod  and  do  a  40yd.  cast.  Mr.  Frank 
(!!lay,  the  managing  director,  who  is  a  well-known 
Rugby  football  player  (member  of  the  London 
Welsli  and  Middlesex  County  (Ilubs),  as  well  as  a 
practical  angler,  believes  in  moving  with  the  times, 
and  in  the  truth  of  Bishop  Berkeley's  remark  that 
"  Westward  the  flag  of  Empire  takes  its  way." 
Messrs.  Carter's  shop  was  the  fir.st  at  which  I 
])ought  fishing  tackle,  in  the  sixties,  and  I  wish 
them  continued  prosperity  both  in  their  old  premises 
and  in  their  new. 


Thames  Restocking  Work  by  the  T.A.P.S. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Eyre,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing particulars  of  restocking  work  done  by  the 
Hociety  last  year.  Mr.  Eyre  has  promised  to  send 
particulars  of  work  done  by  the  society,  and  this 
will  prevent  good  anglers  like  Mr.  Caskell  being 
Ignorant  of  the  fact  that  tons  of  fish  have  been  put 
into  the  river  by  the  T.A.l'.S.  practically  every 
year  for  thirty  years  past.  I  am  glad  to  hear  Mr. 
(Jaskell  has  decided  to  subscribe  to  the  T.A.P.S., 
and  if  all  critics  of  the  society  followed  his  good 
example  we  should  bs  able  to  make  a  great  trout 
river  of  the  Thames  as  well  as  a  grand  coarse  fish 
river. 

Fish  put  into  the  Thames  last  year  by 

THE  T.A.P.S. 
"On  May  27.  1905,  the  Lambeth  Waterworks 
Company's  reservoir  at  Sunbury  was  netted  and 
2-i  tons  obtained,  of  which  1  ton  was  placed 
above  and  below  Sunbury  Lock,  containing  splendid 
bream  up  to  .^Ib.,  roach  up  to  2lb.,  perch  and  jack; 
15  cwt.  to  Weybridge  and  J  ton  to  Walton,  con- 
veyed by  th(^  local  angling  association  to  these 
places. 

"On  Sept.  10,  1905,  the  ponds  at  Hampton 
Waterworks  were  netted  and  1 3  cwt.  obtained ; 
were  placed  above  and  below  lock  at  Chertsey  and 
in  backwater.  A  very  fine  lot  of  perch  up  to 
Ii^lb.,  roach  of  lAlb.  being  numerous.  These  were 
conveyed  per  flooded  Thames  Conservancy  punt 
and  cart  kindly  lent  by  Sunbury  local  board  at 
T.A.P.S.  expense.': 

Poaching  from  "  Le  Pecheur." 

In  the  Fish  in  J  Gazette,  for  Jan.  6  I  gave  some 
veiy  interesting  notes  (which  I  translated  from  an 
account  I  found  in  the  Bulletin  Suisse  de  Prche  et 
Pisciculture)  on  the  absorption  of  the  yolk-sac,  by 
Dr.  H.  Oltramare.  Now  M.  P.  Llnet,  editor  of 
Jj"  Pt'cheur,  writes  to  me  as  follows: — 

"Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
a  little  mistake  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  U. 
The  article  of  Dr.  Oltramare  has  been  taken  out 
of  Le  Pfohe.ur,  where  it  has  been  published  in  the 
number  of  Sept.  30,  1905.  This  article  has  been 
written  especially  for  Le  Prc/icur  through  Dr.  Oltra- 
ma-e,  our  collaborator.  Much  of  what  is  published 
in  Swiss  and  Belgian  fishing  papers  is  taken  out  of 
Le  Prch.eur,  but  they  never  mention  it." 

I  am  sorry  that  I  did  not  notice  the  original  article 
in  M.  Linet's  excellent  journal.  I  shall  endeavour 
jiot  to  miss  reading  any  number  of  it  in  future. 
1  confess  that  I  sometimes  overlook  papers  and 
magazines  of  which  the  leaves  are  not  cut.  Life  is 
loo  short  to  cut  open  many  hundreds  of  leaves 
every  week,  which  ought  to  be  cut  by  the  publisher. 

Regulations  for  Thorshavn  Harbour, 
Faroe  Islands. 

The  Board  of  Agrimlture  and  Fisheries  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  owners  and  skippers  of  fishing 
and  otlii^r  vessels  proceeding  to  the  Faroe  Islands 
lo  the  translation  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Har- 
bour of  T.iorshavn  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Justice 
in  Copenhag^n,  on  April  28  last,  a  copy  of  which, 
with  p.'urticulars  of  new  charts,  can  be  had  at  the 
<  Hioe  of  the  Fisheries  D  'partment  of  the  Board, 
3,  Delahay-street,  S.W. 


An  Ingenious  Eyed-hook  Fly  Box. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Gray,  of  the  Hyde  End  Fishery, 
Brimpton,  near  Reading,  has  brought  out  a  very 
ingenious  pocket  dry-fly  box.  It  is  a  neat  japanned 
tin  box  in  which  is  a  layer  of  composition  like  puttjr, 
only  it  is  not  putty.  Mr.  Gray  claims  that  it  will 
hold  a  fly  firmly  merely  by  sticking  the  bend  into 
the  tough  material,  also  that  it  will  not  rust  the 
metal,  and  the  point  does  not  get  blunted  ;  he  says 
the  material  can  be  had  of  any  colour,  that  it  will 
stop  a  leak  of  water,  whiskey,  etc.,  and  the  whole 
thing  is  very  inexpensive.  I  should  suggest  an 
aluminium  box,  as  the  stodgy  material  has  the  dis- 
advantage of  being  a  bit  heavy. 

A  241b.  Pike. 

Admiral  Sir  William  Kennedy  telLs  me  that  he 
had  a  good  bit  of  sport  with  a  pike  when  fishing 
in  a  private  water  recently.  It  was  a  handsome 
24-pounder,  42in.  long,  and  32in.  girth,  and  Sir 
William  is  having  it  set  up  for  the  owner  of  the 
water. 


"Halcyon's"  Writings. 
Anglers  in  the  North  of  England  and  elsewhere 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  "  Halcyon  "  (Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran)  is  to  continue  his  weekly  articles  on 
angling  in  the  Friday  edition  of  the  Yorkshire 
Koeninfi  Post,  as  the  Leeds  Mercury  weekly 
supplement  has  suddenly  gone  out. 

The  "  Fishing  Gazette." 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  write  : — 

"  We  were  much  amused  at  the  '  Note '  last 
week  in  whicli  yo\x  had  to  contradict  a  rumour 
that  we  had  some  financial  interest  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  ;  at  the  same  time  we  regret  being  obliged 
to  endorse  your  statement  as  to  our  not  having  a 
farthing  invested  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Wo 
would  much  rather  it  were  otherwise." 

I  hope  the  gentleman  who  told  me  that  certain 
persons  had  declared  to  him  that  they  knew  for  a 
fact  that  Messrs.  Hardy  held  shares  or  some  interest 
of  some  sort  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  see  this 
note,  and  will  inform  them  from  me  if  they  still 
hold  to  their  statements  that  they  are  not  only 
prevaricators  but  liars.  R.  B.  Marston. 


C  0  N  C  E  K  N  I  N  (t    K  0  a  C  H  .* 


By  the  «'Trent  Otter." 
{Continued  from  page  61.) 

As  I  said  in  my  last,  roach  and  roach  fishing 
open  out  such  a  vista  of  thought  that  I  fail  to  do 
justice  to  it,  rivers  far  and  wide,  from  the  Fens 
of  Lincolnshire  to  the  Valley  of  the  Trent,  from 
the  Trent  to  the  Great  Ouse,  from  the  Great  Ouse 
to  the  Medway,  from  the  Medway  to  the  western 
rivers  and  back  again  to  the  Nene,  and  from  there 
to  the  Thames  and  Lea,  have  been  visited,  and 
sport  has  been  had  in  all  of  them,  good,  bad,  and 
indifferent ;  but  roach  are  roach,  take  my  word  for 
it,  and  no  matter  where  they  are  the  music  of  the 
tightening  line,  as  they  plunge  for  freedom,  is  the 
same  in  every  river,  and  sends  a  responsive  thrill 
through  all  our  being. 

And  this  can  be  done  very  easily ;  in  all  those 
waters  my  two  rods  were  ample — the  fifteen-foot 
one,  as  mentioned  in  my  last,  for  the  deeper,  quieter 
rivers  ;  the  eleven-foot  Nottingham  for  the  smaller, 
faster  streams ;  the  three  and  a  half  inch  centre- 
pin  reel  will  do  for  both  styles ;  fifty  yards  of 
undressed  silk  line,  a  dozen  assorted  floats  of  all 
ordinary  sizes,  a  few  gut  lines  one  and  two  yards 
long,  and  half  a  gross  of  mixed  Crystal  hooks, 
together  with  a  landing-net,  and  the  usual  odd- 
ments in  a  good  roomy  seat-ba.sket.  With  that  you 
can  roam  far  and  wide  wherever  roach  are  to  be 
found  ;  you  can  take  the  word  of  one  who  has 
tried  it  and  not  failed. 

Hook  baits  can  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words — 
cad-baits,  gentles,  wasp-grubs,  worms,  brsad-crust, 
paste,  and  stewed  grain  have  stood  me  in  good 
stead,  while  the  ordinary  bread  and  bran  gtound- 
bait  has  been  effective  anywhere  and  at  any  time, 
summer  and  winter. 

One  September  day,  up  the  Thames  between 
Pangbourne  and  Goring,  when  the  water  was 
clouded  and  a  good  stream  running,  over  a  hundred 
roach  felt  the  steel,  lured  by  that  fatal  crust. 
Another  day  down  the  Great  Ouse  at  Littleport 
I  got  seventy  roach,  weighing  501b.,  using  stewed 

♦  All  rights  reserved. 


red  wheat  on  the  hook  and  two  pails  full  of  bread 
and  bran  ground-bait.  A  catch  of  ninety  roach, 
weighing  601b.,  on  paste  stands  out  as  a  red-letter 
day  for  the  Lincolnshire  Witham  ;  while  a  huge 
catch  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  roach,  weighing  a 
little  more  than  a  hundredweight,  that  the  late 
Andrew  Broughton  and  I  took  one  long  day  on 
gentles  is  far  and  away  the  best  bag  for  the  Trent. 

I  wonder  how  many  blanks  I  have  had  on  all 
rivers.  I  go  through  my  note-book,  and  find  them 
recorded  even  more  numerous  than  the  good  days. 

The  most  curious  thing  I  ever  saw  in  my  life  in 
connection  with  roach  fishing  was  a  catch  of  twelve 
of  those  fish  made  one  late  autumn  down  the 
Great  Ouse  by  a  great  friend  of  mine.  When  those 
twelve  fi.sh  were  put  on  the  club  scales  tlicy 
weighed  altogether  111b.  IS.Joz.,  and  yet  not  one 
of  the  twelve  would  take  down  the  pound  weight. 
Every  fish  had  to  be  weighed  to  find  the  largest, 
the  most  wonderful  level  dozen  1  over  saw.  I 
shall  never  again  see  such  a  lot,  even  if  I  have  a 
hundred  fish  to  select  from  ;  and  sixteen  fish  was 
every  one  he  had  in  his  basket. 

Come  with  me  for  a  few  minutes,  and  see  some 
of  London's  experts  —  Jimmy  MofTatt,  Johnny 
Osborn,  Bill  Osment,  or  a  dozen  others  who  liavc^ 
made  roach  fishing  their  special  object  for  many 
years.  See  the.so  men  with  their  roach-poles 
plumbing  the  depth  ever  so  carefully,  making  up 
their  paste  in  a  bit  of  white  rag,  pinching  a  nubble 
of  ground-bait  on  the  tiny  shot  fixed  two  inches 
from  the  hook,  shotting  their  tackle  s"  carefully 
that  only  the  tip  end  of  the  float  is  visible,  the  cap 
on  the  extreme  top  of  this  float  and  the  bottom 
edge  of  this  cap  sitting  exactly  on  the  surface,  and 
see  them  sit  low  do^vn  following  that  slowly- 
crawling  float  as  it  travels  down  stream,  every 
nerve  strung  to  its  utmost  tension — but  what  is 
that  ?  The  float  cap  lifts  itself  above  the  water, 
ju.st  one  fraction  of  an  inch,  that  a  novice  would 
never  notice,  and  "cbung!  "  you  stand  amazed  as 
a  lusty  pounder  fights  his  last  battle. 

Or  go  with  me  up  the  Trent,  and  see  one  of  the 
Nottingham  school  of  experts,  you  will  soon  notice 
a  wide  difference  between  these  two ;  the  Trent 
man  has  got  his  shorter  rod,  his  easy-running 
centre-pin  reel,  his  fine  silk  line,  his  one-yard 
tackle,  and  his  red-tipped  swan  quill  float,  his 
hook  is  garnished  with  a  few  gentles,  a  couple  of 
cad-baits,  the  tail  end  of  a  lob,  or  two  or  three 
kernels  of  stewed  wheat  or  malt.  Ho  throws  his 
ground-bait,  most  likely,  far  out  in  the  stream  ;  he 
casts  his  bait  in  his  own  inimitable  style,  the  red 
tip  of  his  quill  sticks  fair  above  the  water,  held 
slanting  back  by  the  finger  and  thumb  that  pays 
out  his  line.  Away  down  stream  goes  that  float, 
ten,  twenty,  thirty  yards,  till  the  stranger  who  has 
never  seen  the  style  is  lost  in  astonishment,  but 
now  in  that  sharp  current  the  float  shoots  down, 
and  away,  fighting  for  its  very  life,  goes  that  lusty 
roach,  the  fine  tackle  and  the  strong  stream  getting 
every  ounce  of  enjoyment  out  of  that  plunging 
fish. 

Wliat  angler  who  has  seen  the  sparkling  streams 
of  the  Trent,  the  middle  Witham,  the  Kennet,  and 
the  Hampshire  Avon,  the  slower  depths  of  the 
Bedfordshire  Ouse,  the  Nene,  and  the  Norfolk 
Broads,  the  varied  deeps,  shallows,  streams,  and 
sluggish  reaches  of  the  Thames,  the  rising  and 
falling  of  the  tidal  rivers,  did  not  wish  he  could 
for  ever  stay  on  the  banks. 

This  roach  fishing  is  the  very  gem  of  a  bottom 
fisherman's  life,  and  once  started  on  it,  and  bitten 
deeply,  the  complaint  is  never  cured,  not  even  if 
iron  bars  surround  him. 

The  great  thing  to  be  observed  in  roach  fishing 
is  to  use  rods  and  tackle  exactly  suited  to  the  river 
or  district,  use  floats  no  larger  nor  smaller  than 
the  water  requires,  always  shot  those  floats  so  that 
the  smallest  nibble  can  be  detected,  use  your  ground- 
bait  judiciously  and  well,  and,  above  all,  look  out 
for  a  sandy  or  gravelly  bottom,  where  the  curling 
eddies  and  streams,  and  the  neighbouring  weed 
beds,  bring  the  oddments  of  food  down  to  the  very 
haimts  of  those  handsome  sporting  fish. 

And  even  during  a  heavy  flood  sport  can  be 
obtained  among  the  roach ;  1  have  had  them  from 
strange  places,  even  fifty  yards  away  from  the 
main  river ;  once  I  got  twenty  good  roach  on  a 
flooded  roadway  that  led  down  to  a  ford — they  get 
into  all  sorts  of  corners  and  eddies  to  escape  the. 
strong  stream  that  generally  runs  during  flood  time. 
I  got  some  good  roach  one  day  by  the  side  of  a 
fence  that  was  twenty  yards  away  from  the  river 
at  ordinary  low  water  times. 
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Baits,  Drift-Lines,  etc. 

Baits. — In  the  choice  of  bait  for  whiting  fishing 
much  must  depend  on  the  particular  locality.  Some 
t>f  the  following  are  to  be  had  almost  everywhere  : 
namely,  fresh  pilchards,  fresh  mackerel,  mussels, 
and  lugworms,  garfish,  also  called  long-nose,  snipe- 
eel  or  scoot,  and  fresh  herrings. 

Fresh  pilchards  are  xmdoubtedly  the  most  attrac- 
tive bait  (salt  ones  are  also  sometimes  used),  being 
very  full  of  oil,  so  full  indeed  that  pellicles  of  it 
may  be  seen  to  float  away  on  the  surface  when  you 
drop  your  bait  in  the  water  ;  this  no  doubt  circu- 
lates through  the  water,  as  smoke  through  the  air, 
and  serves  as  a  clue  to  guide  the  fish  to  the  bait. 
The  intestine  of  the  pilchard  should  always  be 
saved,  as  it  forms  perhaps  the  best  bait  of 
the  whole  :  mackerel  is  also  very  good,  for 
although  it  is  not  as  rich  as  pilchard,  it  is 
very  much  tougher,  and  will  therefore  remain 
on  the  hook  a  longer  time  ;  if  you  are  pro- 
\  ided  -with  them,  use  them  both,  to  which 
end  make-  it  a  rale  to  tow  two  mackerel 
lines  or  more,  both  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  whiting  ground.  Long  -  nose  and 
herrings  are  but  passable,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered as  supplementary  aids,  if  your  supply 
of  pilchards  or  mackerel  runs  short.  To 
jirepare  either  of  the  above-mentioned  for 
bait,  having  first  scraped  off  the  scales  (if  a 
pilchard  or  herring),  lay  the  fish  flat  on  your 
bait-tray,  enter  your  knife  at  the  tail,  and 
cut  up  along  the  backbone  towards  the  head, 
when  of  course  the  fish  will  be  split  in  half ; 
now  remove  the  backbone  by  inserting  the 
knife  xmder  it,  and,  dividing  the  bone  from 
the  flesh,  turn  the  silvery  side  downwards, 
and  cut  it  up  diagonally  in  pieces  Jin.  in 
^vidth,  and  each  side  will  make  about  eight  or 
nine  baits.  To  bait  the  hooks,  take  a  piece 
of  the  fish  and  enter  the  point  of  the  hook 
in  the  fleshy  side  of  the  blue  end  of  the  bait, 
pass  it  through,  and,  turning  it  over,  hook  it 
through  the  silvery  side. 

Memorandum.  —  As  the  fleshy  side  of  a 
mackerel  is  rather  too  thick,  and  would  clog 
the  hook,  before  dividing  it  into  baits  slice 
off  about  a  third  of  the  thickness  from  the 
inside. 

To  bait  with  snipe-eel  or  long-nose  use  the 
>;irae  method  as  for  pilchard. 

Mussels  also  are  very  good  bait,  but  do  not 
hold  on  the  hook  as  well  as  the  preceding  ; 
they  are  very  plentiful  on  the  gravel  and 
mud-banks  in  most  of  the  large  tidal  rivers 
of  the  kingdom,  and  are  very  generally  used 
as  food  ;  but  are  often  the  cause  of  serious 
illness.    I  should  therefore  advise  my  readers 
never  to  venture  on  this  perilous  shellfish. 
They  are  occasionally  met  with  on  the  rocks 
of  the  open  shore,  but  of  a  smaller  size 
than  those  in  rivers  ;   it  being  apparently 
necessary  that  they  should  have  a  mixture 
of  fresh  with   salt   water,   for   in   such  situa- 
tions they  are  of  'greater  magnitude  and  much 
more  abundant.    To  this  rule  there  arc,  however, 
Home   exceptions.      For   whiting   catching  they 
certainly  should  not  be  less  than  about  2|in.  in 
If'ngth,  unless  the  fish  run  small.    To  bait  with  a 
iriussel,  having  first  taken  it  out  of  the  shell, 
pread  it  open  in  your  hand,  when  you  will 
at  once  discover  the  tongue,  through  which  you  ar  j 
to  pass  the  hook  ;  then  closing  it  as  you  would  a 
book,  turn  it  over  and  hook  it  through  the  round 
gristly  part,  by  which  it  attaches  itself  to  the  shell. 

AV><€. — .Mussels  may  be  kept  alive  three  or  four 
weeks,  by  hanging  them  over  the  side  of  a  boat 
in  the  water  in  a  basket  or  net,  or  in  a  closely-made 
crab-pot,  or  in  a  sheltered  pool  amongst  the  rocks  : 
this  renders  them  very  valuable  to  the  fisherman, 
who,  in  some  parts  where  bait  is  naturally  scarce, 
sends  as  far  as  twenty  miles  for  them. 


Lugworms  aic  also  in  very  general  use.  The 
largest  of  these  arc  about  the  thickness  of  the  little 
finger,  and  have  a  great  number  of  small  legs, 
somewhat  like  those  of  a  large  cateri)illar,  whilst 
the  tail  part  is  very  small  ;  they  ai'e  to  bo  obtained 
by  digging  in  the  sand  in  the  sheltered  bays  of  the 
sea-shore,  and  in  most  harbours  where  the  ground 
is  congenial  ;  their  presence  may  always  be  detected 
by  the  little  hillocks  of  sand  and  marks  on  the 
surface,  having  the  appearance  of  worms ;  hook  them 
through  two  or  three  times.  These  will  be  found  a 
very  good  bait  when  used  (juite  fresh,  but  arc  almost 
useless  after  the  second  day.  In  Sussex  they  have  a 
good  method  of  keeping  lugs  for  about  three  days  in 
summer,  or  even  a  week  in  winter.  Taking  a  sack 
which  h?s  not  contained  any  poisonous  matter,  they 
wash  it  thoroughly  in  salt  water,  and  laying  it  flat  on 
a  stone  or  tiled  floor,  they  spread  the  lugworms  over 
half  of  the  sack,  then  folding  the  second  half  over 
the  first,  the  lugs  are  between  two  flat,  wet,  surfaces, 
and  may  be  kept  alive  as  above  mentioned.  On 
account  of  thi  value  of  this  bait  it  is  quite  worth 
while   to   adopt   this   method.    Sonic  fishermen 


•  Thia  series  commenced  on  Nov.  25,  190.5.  Our 
Hoa  fi.-!hing  readers  who  can  correct  any  errors  in 
these  sea  fishing  notes  will  greatly  oblige  by  doing 
so. — Ed. 


Fio.  1. — Exeter  Round-bend  Hooks. 

squeeze  out  their  contents,  and  half  dry  them  for 
preservation.  Salted  lugworms  are  sometimes  used 
with  success,  and  often  half-dried  without  salt. 

A^ofe.— Wliilst  fishing  for  whiting  you  may  aldo 
take  fish  of  the  following  varieties  :  namely,  cod- 
fish, haddock,  bream  (sometimes  called  chad-br?am), 
red  and  grey  gurnards,  dabs,  ray  or  skate,  hake, 
pollack,  etc.,  and  occasionally  a  large  mackerel. 

Drift-Lines  on  the  Whiting  or  Pout  Ground. 
— It  is  a  good  plan  to  put  out  a  drift-line  without 
lead,  having  a  large  hook  (see  No.  4  in  the  cut  of 
hooks,  fig.  I)  baited  with  the  side  of  a  red  or 
grey  gurnard  of  7in.  or  Sin.  in  length — a  piece  of  a 
long-nose  or  garfish  will  also  answer  very  well — as 
by  this  method  you  will  be  likely  to  take  very  large 
pollack  from  lOlb.  to  201b.  weight.  Half  the  side  of 
a  small  bream  is  excellent.  It  should  be  quite 
freshly  caught.  These  baits  are  to  be  hooked  on  by 
passing  the  hook  once  only  through  one  end,  in 
order  that  the  baits  may  have  as  much  freedom  of 
action  in  the  water  as  possible,  which  renders  them 
all  the  more  attractive.  To  this  line  you  should 
fasten  an  old  tin  pot,  a  piece  of  wood  or  other 
object ;  this  will  make  a  noise  and  attract  your 


attention  (if  engaged  with  your  whiting  lincb)  by 
the  violent  struggles  of  the  fish  to  escape.  N.  15. 
Half  the  side  of  a  pilchard  is  a  most  excellent  bail, 
or  a  quarter  of  one  added  to  a  bait  of  a  piece  of 
bream  or  mackerel.  In  ('omwall  it  is  the  custom  to 
have  several  spare  leads  on  board,  and  to  attach 
one  to  these  lines,  and  place  it  on  the  gunwale. 
This  retains  the  lino  from  running  out,  but  on  a 
fish  seizing  the  bait,  the  lead  falls  overboard,  and 
calls  the  attention  of  the  fisherman  by  the  splash. 
It  is  also  well  to  keep  out  a  fine  line  with  a  small 
hook,  baited  with  a  strip  of  any  bright  shining  fish, 
which  will  frequently  catch  you  a  long-nos(!  rir 
snipe-cel,  very  us(!ful  when  the  other  bait  runs 
short,  and  the  whiting  are  well  on  the  feed.  The 
younger  bream,  known  as  chads,  make  excellent 
bait  for  large  pollack  on  a  stray  or  drift  line,  espe- 
cially the  chads  of  about  .^in.  or  (iin.  long,  when 
just  caught.  Having  killed  a  chad,  lay  it  on  a 
piece  of  board,  scrape  off  all  the  scales,  holding  it  by 
the  head  in  the  left  hand,  wash  the  fish,  and  entering 
the  knife  at  the  tafl,  cut  towards  the  head  along 
the  belly  and  the  back  fin,  until  the  head  is  reached, 
when  removing  the  knife,  pass  it  across  the  fish 
close  to  the  head,  and  remove  the  side  of  the  chad, 
then  turning  the  fish  over  repeat  the  process  with 
the  remaining  side.  Lay  the  sides  of  the  chad  on 
the  cutting  board,  fleshy  sides  upwards,  and  cut 
them  in  two  from  end  to  end.  To  bait,  pass  th<; 
point  of  the  hook  through  the  small  end  of  the 
bait  at  the  fleshy  side  through  the  skin,  and  the 
broad  end  being  do\rawards,  a  lifelike  action  Mill 
be  imparted  to  the  bait  by  the  action  of  the  sea. 
which  is  often  increased  by  the  fisherman  raising 
or  lowering  his  hand  a  foot  or  two  or  more,  the 
jjrocess  being  known  in  CornM'all  as  "  fishing  your 
line,"  a  mode  very  attractive  to  the  pollack. 

Note. — In  taking  the  whiting  oU  the  hook,  be 
careful  of  your  fingers,  as  the  teeth  of  this  fish  arc 
very  numerous  and  sharp  ;  and  should  the  blu(^ 
dogfish  jjay  you  a  visit,  you  must  handle  them 
with  circumspection,  as  they  are  furnished  with  tw(  > 
sharp  spurs  close  to  each  dorsal  fin,  very  similar  to 
those  of  a  cock,  and  with  which  in  their  struggles 
they  are  capable  of  inflicting  a  severe  wound.  As 
a  precautionary  measure  I  usually  set  both  feet 
firmly  on  the  head  and  back  of  the  fish,  and  divide 
the  vertebrce  at  the  neck  before  attempting  to  un- 
hook them.  This  fish  is  also  known  as  the  spur  or 
pikey  dog.  Whiting  bite  best  in  the  early  morning 
or  just  before  and  after  sunset,  but  do  not  ordinarily 
feed  in  the  night,  unless  occasionally  when  the 
moon  shines  brightly.  In  calm  weather,  during  the 
full  blaze  of  a  noon-tide  sun,  they  usually  cease 
feeding,  but  in  cloudy  weather  and  a  fresh  breeze 
may  be  often  taken  whilst  the  sun  is  high.  On 
some  parts  of  the  coast  it  is  the  custom  to  set 
trots  or  long-lines  for  whiting.  Many  are  thus 
taken  off  Folkestone  and  Boulogne. 

Disgorgers  will  be  found  very  useful,  especially 
to  those  accustomed  to  angling.  The  handle  of  an 
old  tooth-brush  makes  a  good  disgorger  by  cutting 
off  the  bristles  and  putting  a  notch  in  the  end. 
This  will  do  for  ordinary  fish, 'but  for  congers  make 
one  out  of  a  bit  of  ash  or  oak  or  beech,  I8in.  long, 
and  of  the  thickness  of  a  policeman's  staff,  plane 
one  end  chisel-fashion,  and  cut  a  notch  in  it  ^^in. 
deep.  To  extract  a  hook,  push  the  forked  end 
do'wn  on  the  bend  of  the  hook,  take  a  tiuia  of  the 
snood  round  the  disgorger,  and  force  it  do^-n  until 
the  hook  relinquishes  its  hold,  when  you  will  with- 
draw it  easily.  For  conger  it  is  often  necessary  to 
screw  roimd  the  disgorger  until  you  can  clear  the 
hook  vi  et  armis  :  this  the  strength  of  hook  and 
snood  allows  in  conger-gear.  The  teeth  of  silver 
or  common  whiting  are  very  numerous  and  sharp, 
and  the  fingers  may  be  easily  badly  torn  in  taking 
them  off  the  hook  if  the  fish  has  pouched  the  bait. 
The  pollack  also  has  numerous  teeth,  smaller  than 
the  silver  whiting,  yet  sufficiently  large  to  scratch 
the  fingers  considerably,  and  I  have  constantly  got 
my  hands  into  a  very  disagreeable  state  after  a 
day's  fishing  from  extracting  the  hook,  which  they 
often  gorge  as  deeply  as  a  pike,  particularly  if  you 
are  baiting  with  living  sand-eels,  after  which  they 
are  perfectly  voracious. 

{To  be  continued.) 


"  As  to  being  conflicted  with  the  gout,"  said  Mrs. 
Partington,  "high  living  don't  bring  it  on.  It  i.s 
incoherent  in  some  familie«,  and  is  handed  down 
from  father  to  son.  Mr.  Hammer,  poor  soul,  who 
has  been  so  long  ill  with  it,  disinherits'  it  from  his 
wife's  grandmother." 


76 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  3,  1906 


"PEAWNING"  OE  "  SHEIMPING  " 
FOE  SALMON. 

In  these  days  of  pollution,  over-netting,"  and 
high  rentals  for  salmon  fishing  worth  having, 
every  little  hint  that  will  help  to  bring  about  a 
capture  is  usually  accepted.  Prawns  as  bait  for 
capturing  salmon  have  long  been  used,  but  how 
few  anglers  can  fish  the  prawn  well !  More  than 
once  have  I  seen  the  prawn  baited  and  fished  head 
foremost,  and  the  anglers  doing  this  really  believed 
that  it  was  the  correct  thing  to  do.  Prawns,  when 
fished  in  this  manner,  would  kill  a  fish,  I  have  no 
doubt,  but  how  many  pra\vns  would  be  used  in  a 
day's  fishing  ? 

As  these  are  very  expensive  baits,  a  tackle  that 
is  not  too  wasteful  with  them  is  a  consideration  to 
nearly  every  angler.    On  some  waters  prawn  fishing 


is  prol^ibited,  and  on  others  the  man  using  it  is 
called  by  a  variety  of  the  choicest  pet  names. 
This  he  no  doubt  deserves  if  he  persists  in  fishing 
prawn  at  all  times  on  a  stream  where  others  fish 
nothing  but  fly,  and  when  salmon  will  take  the  fly 
if  it  is  properly  offered  to  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  angler  in  question  is  a  hard-UTOught 
city  man,  having  only  a  very  short  time  to  spend 
on  angling,  and  paying  pretty  sweetly  for  it  too, 
there  is,  to  say  the  least,  for  him,  some  excuse. 
Salmon  fishings  are  let  at  such  high  figures  now 
that  an  angler  cannot  really  be  condemned  if  he 
resorts  to  prawning  to  make  up  the  bag  in  a  poor 
season  instead  of  allowing  each  fish  he  gets  to  cost  him 
about  £100  apiece.  Pollution  of  rivers  and  drainage 
all  interfere  with  salmon  angling,  and  prevent  the 
fish  from  taking  the  fly  as  freely  as  they  did  in  the 
"  good  old  times  "  that  arc  so  often  quoted.  Over- 
netting  has  also  sadly  reduced  their  numbers,  and 


what  few  salmon  that  are  still  to  be  had  will  likely 
in  the  majority  of  cases  go  to  the  netsman  also. 
One  has  only  to  understand  the  "  pros "  and 
"  cons  "  of  salmon  netting,  as  it  is  carried  on  at  the 
present  day,  to  fully  understand  what  a  small 
chance  a  fish  has  of  escaping  the  netsman.  Naturally, 
these  men  are  very  reticent  about  their  methods, 
and  some  of  these  are  rather  questionable.  They 
also  generally  succeed  in  keeping  back  the  actual 
numbers  of  fish  caught  from  the  public  by  various 
dodges,  such  as  sending 'j)art  of  the  catch  to  one 
market  and  part  of  it  to  another.  Ask  the  average 
nctsm-.in  the  number  of  fi.sh  he  has  caught  for  the 
week,  and  he  will  either  evade  the  question,  tell 
some  smaller  number,  or  say  that  he  does  not  know 
On  several  different  stations  I  have  noticed  this, 
that  it  i.s  almost  a  certainty  that  the  truth  con- 
cerning the  actual  number  of  fish  caught  by  netting 
is  never  made  known  except  to  those  directly  con- 


cerned in  it.  If  it  were  known,  netting  to  a  certain 
extent  would  be  abolished  and  greater  restrictions 
than  ever  put  upon  the  salmon  netsman.  When 
such  things  as  bag-nets  exist  all  round  the  coasts, 
and  sweep-nets  are  continually  at  work  in  nearly  all 
the  estuaries,  who  can  blame  or  condemn  the  angler 
for  taking  a  fish  with  the  pra^vn,  or  a  few  for  that 
part,  if  he  can  ?  The  best  kind  of  rods  I  have  ever 
handled  for  prawning  or  spinning  are  the  Grant 
"Vibration"  spinning  rods  of  about  lO^ft.  long,  in 
two  pieces.  These  are  lighter  and  at  the  same 
time  more  powerful  than  most  rods  that  equal  them 
in  bulk.  The  makers— Playfair,  Aberdeen,  who 
generally  suit  the  purchaser  as  much  as  they  can 
without  destroying  the  principle  of  the  rod— will  fit 
them  with  porcelain  rings,  if  this  be  desired.  A 
Malloch  reel,  having  a  reversible  drum,  is  as  useful 
as  any  kind  for  prawn  fishing,  and  casting  from  this 
pattsrn  is  exceedingly  eipiplc  and  easily  learnt. 


Hardy's  "  Silex  "  reel  is  even  better,  and  where  long 
casting  is  of  more  importance  than  accuracy,  it  is 
the  reel  to  use.    The  line  for  prawning  is  the  same 
as  that  used  for  spinning,  and  any  reliable  make 
such  as  the  "  Kingfisher  "  or  "  Olinea  "  lines  are 
the  best  to  use  for  this  purpose.    These  are  smooth, 
soft,  oil-dressed  "silks,"  and  are  very  pleasant  to 
fish  with,  although  somewhat  expensive.    Use  them 
as  fine  as  possible,  as  the  finer  the  line  is  the  better 
it  will  be  for  prawning.    A  fine  line,  however,  soon 
wears  out  on  a  Malloch  reel,  especially  if  snake  rings 
are  used  on  the  rod,  and  after  each  day's  fishing  the 
lino  should  be  imwound  from  the  reel  and  allowed 
to  dry  either  on  a  line-drier,  the  back  of  a  chair,  or 
in  loops  or  coils,  left  hanging  on  a  nail  in  the  wall 
out  of  the  reach  of  kittens,  etc.    Each  morning 
before  using  the  line,  lub  it  well  with  a  piece  of 
mutton  fat,  deer's  fat,  or  any  preparation  for  the 
purpose  that  will  preserve  the  line.    If  this  is  done 
regularly,  it  will  wear  better  and  fish  cleaner  also. 
An  ordinary  single-gut  salmon  spinning  trace,  with 
three  swivels,  and  about  one  and  a  quarter  yards  in 
length,  should  bo  fixed  to  the  line  to  allow  tlie  twist 
to  escape  from  the  line  should  the  prawn  spin  or 
roll  on  the  bottom.    Tackles  for  prawn  fishing  are 
generally  made  up  of  a  number  of  triangles  or  treble 
hooks,  and  arc  to  be  had  at  every  tackle  dealer's 
shop.   Many  of  them  are  excellent,  and  well  known, 
and  others  the  reverse.    One  point,  however,  is  to 
be  carefully  considered  before  buying  this  very 
necessary  item  in  the  outfit  for  prawning,  and  that 
is  the  nature  of  the  stream  to  be  fished.    If  the 
bottom  is  rough  and  full  of  snags,  a  tackle  with  few 
exposed  hook-points  will  be  the  pattern  to  use,  and 
if  the  bottom  is  clean  and  gravelly,  one  containing 
more  hooks  can  be  used  if  it  is  deemed  advisable. 
A  tackle  for  prawning  which  has  proved  very  handy 
and  effective  is  shown  in  fig.  1.    It  contains  two 
trebles  and  a  needle.    The  trebles  differ  slightly  in 
size,  it  will  be  noted,  so  that  the  larger  one  can  be 
used  below  tho  head  of  the  pra-mi,  and  the  smaller 
one  below  the  tail.    It  is  baited  by  pushing  the 
needle  in  belpw  the  tail  of  the  prawn,  and  after 
straightening  out  the  bait,  bringing  the  needle  point 
out  below  the  head  and  between  the  forelegs.  The 
needle  point  is  then  put  through  the  small  gut 
loop  on  the  larger  treble,  and  one  of  the  points  of 
same  embedded  in  the  head  of  the  prawn.  The 
smaller  treble  is  then  stuck  into  the  tail  of  the  bait 
and  the  whole  bait  and  tackle  wound  or  trellised 
over  with  a  piece  of  the  finest  copper  wire.  This 
keeps  all  secure,  and  prevents  the  plates  of  mail 
from  being  torn  off  tho  little  crustacean  by  hard 
knocks  ori  stones  or  the  bottom.    When  baiting 
any  kind  of  tackle  with  prawn  it  is  better  to  wind 
the  bait  and  tackle  with  thin  copper  wire  or  red  silk 
thread,  in  order  that  this  may  save  the  bait  and 
prevent  a  fish  from  ripping  it  off  the  hooks,  as 
sometimes  happens  if  this  is  neglected.    It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  that  the  little  short  feet 
near  the  tail  of  the  prawn  must  on  no  account  be 
tied  in  with  the  wire  or  thread,  as  the  bait  will  not 
be  so  attractive  if  this  is  done.    The  winding  must 
be  done  between  these  and  not  over  them.  The 
copper  Avire  is,  if  anything,  better  than  the  red  silk, 
because  it  can  be  put  on  quicker  than  the  silk, 
especially  on  a  wet  day,  and  more  readily  fastened 
off  by  merely  twistmg  the  ends  together  instead  of 
knotting,  as  in  the  case  of  silk.    The  copper  wire  is 
also  more  readily  disengaged  from  the  tackle  after 
a  fish  has  been  caught  on  it,  and  rebaiting  is  con- 
sequently done  quicker.    In  many  parts  of  Ireland 
the  prawn,  or  shrimp,  as  it  is  called  there,  is  fished 
on  a  single  bait-hook.    To  put  a  prawn  on  a  single 
hook,  by  putting  the  point  in  at  the  tail  and  out 
below  the  head,  so  as  to  leave  the  bait  nearly  straight 
takes  some  doing,  and  a  few  prawns  are  generally 
spent  in  getting  this  accomplished. 

To  make  this  easier,  I  have  devised  a  simple  and 
easily  baited  single -hook  pra-mi  tackle  to  be  used 
Mhere  the  bottom  is  very  rough.  A  long-shanked 
Pee  hook  or  one  of  Mr.  Kelson's  pattern  is  bound 
on  to  a  twisted  gut  loop  or  piece  of  copper  wire  bent 
into  a  shape  to  form  an  eye  or  loop.  This  latter 
answers  very  well  for  various  purposes  in  angling 
as  it  does  not  rust  like  steel  and  does  not  fray  the 
gut  so  quickly.  A  sharp  metal  point  (fig.  4)  is 
slipped  on  over  the  loop  and  well  down  the  shank 
end  of  the  hook.  This  is  pushed  into  the  prawn 
at  the  breast  and  straight  through  and  out  at  the 
tail  The  metal  point  is  then  pulled  off  and  the 
trace  attached  to  the  loop  of  the  hook,  and  the 
praAvn  wound  over  with  wire  as  recommended.  A 
small,  very  hard  quill  can  be  used  for  baiting  in  this 
manner  if  the  prawn  is  first  bored  with  a  large 
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darning  needle  or  baiting  needle.  The  metal  point 
can  easily  be  made  by  the  angler  himself.  Procure 
a  piece  of  thin  brass  tubing  about  one-eighth  of  an 
kinch  in  diameter  on  the  outside — anything  thicker 
r  will  destroy  the  bait.  Then  file  down  a  wire  nail  to 
a  sharp  point,  and  taper  away  the  other  end  until  it 
will  go  into  the  tube  and  take  a  firm  grip.  Hammer 
on  the  tube  firmly  round  the  steel  point,  and  finish 
off  to  a  neat  tapering  point  with  a  file.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  tube  must  be  wide  enough 
in  the  bore  to  receive  the  loop  of  the  hook,  without 
damaging  the  whipping,  and  the  hook  shank  should 
be  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  breast  of  the 
prawn  to  the  taO,  leaving  the  loop  clear  enough  to 
fix  on  the  gut  trace  with  a  jam  knot  such  as  is  used 
in  fixing  on  a  salmon  fly  to  the  cast.  Another 
simple  tackle  can  be  made  by  using  a  single  hook  at 
the  breast  of  the  pra^wn  and  a  treble  at  the  tail. 
This  tackle  may  be  modified  according  to  the 
angler's  choice. 

In  its  simpler  form  the  single  hook  and  treble  are 
on  the  same  line  of  gut,  and  a  needle  locks  the  tackle 
into  a  prawn  after  the  usual  manner  (fig.  2).  The 
treble  is  less  conspicuous  when  one  of  its  hooks  are 
stuck  in  under  the  tail  of  the  prawn.  If  it  is 
desired  to  arm  the  top  part  of  the  tail  by  the  treble, 
attach  same  to  a  separate  piece  of  gut  and  knot  it 
on  to  the  snood  bearing  the  single  hook  (fig.  3).  A 
multipUcity  of  tackles  in  any  kind  of  fishing  is  often 
the  cau^  of  an  angler  wasting  time  at  the  river  side, 
so  that  the  angler  should  use  a  little  of  his  own 
discretion  in  selecting  a  suitable  pattern  for  the 
place  he  is  going  to  fish.  For  the  guidance  of 
beginners,  I  can  recommend  the  fno-treble  pattern, 
if  the  bottom  is  not  too  rough.  On  one  occasion  I 
saw  nine  fish  landed  without  a  miss  on  the  Aber- 
deenshire Dee  -with  this  tackle.  This  could  be 
done  with  other  patterns,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  it 
proves  that  the  above  is  efficient  enough  when 
used  as  it  should.  It  is  less  expensive  than  certain 
others  on  the  market,  and  this  is  a  consideration 
when  an  angler  has  limited  means.  The  saving  of 
needless  expense  should  always  be  looked  to,  and 
the  man  who  does  not  trouble  about  this  is  either  a 
millionaire,  ready-made,  or,  more  probably,  a  fool. 
All  prawn  tackles  should  be  varnished  with  common 
red  sealing-wax  dissolved  in  methylated  spirits. 
Bright  scarlet  enamel  thinned  down  with  a  httle 
turpentine  gives  better  results,  and  anyone  possessing 
an  artist's  oil-colour  box  can  easily  mix  up  some  oil 
paint  of  the  proper  tint  and  add  copal  varnish  or 
gold  japan  size  to  the  paint.  This,  -when  hard  and 
dry,  gives  a  very  satisfactory  and  permanent  result 
in  all  kinds  of  fishing  appliances,  but  of  course  the 
colour  mixed  with  the  varnish  must  be  of  the  shade 
required  to  suit  the  circumstances.  Do  not,  by  any 
means,  put  the  scarlet  mixture  on  your  dry-fly  rod. 
After  the  tackle  is  properly  baited  and  attached  to 
the  trace,  fix  on  a  lead  about  eighteen  inches  above 
the  bait,  of  a  suitable  weight  for  the  stream  or  pool 
to  be  fished.  The  best  streams  are  those  having  a 
gravelly  bottom  at  the  head  of  a  good  holding  pool. 
The  bait  should  be  weighted  sufficiently  so  that  it 
will  tnmdle  or  roll  along  in  the  stream  near  the 
bottom.  Cast  across  the  stream,  when  the  current 
will  gradually  bear  it  downwards  below  where  the 
angler  remains  standing.  If  the  stream  is  very  deep 
and  strong,  give  the  bait  a  second  or  so  to  get  well 
below  the  surface  before  winding  in.  If  the  stream 
is  shallow  or  rough  on  the  bottom,  keep  the  rod 
point  well  up  and  commence  winding  almost  as  soon 
as  the  bait  is  into  the  water.  Do  not  wind  as  fast 
as  you  would  when  spinning  a  minnow  or  gudgeon, 
but  much  slower.  As  long  as  the  rod  point  is  kept 
well  up  and  the  stream  allowed  to  play  under  the 
line,  which  is  extended  by  the  force  of  ths  current 
again.st  the  bait,  there  is  little  danger  of  the  bait 
sticking  in  the  bottom  of  an  ordinary  gravelly 
stream.  In  very  rough  places  u.se  the  single-hook 
tackle  with  a  light  lead.  Very  rough,  broken 
streams  can  often  be  made  fishable  by  using  a  cigar- 
shaped  cork  float  having  a  hole  through  its  entire 
length  for  the  reception  of  the  line.  This  prevents 
;iny  fouling  or  sticking  in  snags.  The  float  is  best 
•vhen  painted  a  dull  greenish  tint,  and  by  a  little 
careful  guidance  on  the  part  of  the  angler  it  is 
possible  to  thoroughly  work  streams  to  their  full 
value  where  it  would  be  impossible  to  fish  otherwise 
through  loss  of  tackle.  It  sounds  ridiculous  to  talk 
about  using  a  float  in  salmon  fishing,  but  never- 
theless this  is  an  instance  where  a  float  i.s  of  value. 
When  fi-shing  pools,  slightly  different  tactics  have 
to  be  employed.  In  some  of  these  places,  whero 
there  is  litth?  or  no  current  moving  through  them, 
i  wnk  and  draw  movement  given  to  the  bait  by 


alternately  raising  and  lowering  the  rod  point  when 
reeling  in  is  the  usual  method  employed.  In  some 
parts  of  Scotland  the  prawn  is  cast  out  and  allowed 
to  sink  to  the  bottom  while  the  rod  is  resting  on  a 
forked  stick.  If  a  salmon  comes  along  and  takes 
the  bait  it  is  struck  as  soon  as  it  has  a  hold  of  the 
prawTi.  This  is  hardly  to  be  recommended  as  a 
sporting  method.  Many  Irish  fisheis  use  the  prawn 
on  a  long  fly  rod  and  cast  it  like  a  fly.  Some  of  them 
are  experts  at  this,  and  can  throw  the  bait  beautifully 
without  a  mishap,  even  when  a  long  line  is  being 
cast.  The  long  fly-rod,  though  unwieldy  and  heavy, 
is  often  an  advantage  in  rough,  broken  water  as  it 
enables  the  angler  to  guide  the  bait  between  the 
stones  better  than  a  shorter  rod  and  gives  him  a 
better  chance  of  freeing  his  bait  should  it  stick. 

When  prawning  it  is  better  to  have  five  or  six 
tackles  ready  baited  in  a  small  tin  before  starting 
out.  This  saves  time  at  the  waterside,  and  if  one 
bait  is  damaged  in  any  way,  it  can  be  immediately 
replaced.  Sometimes  a  fish  will  make  a  rush  for 
the  bait  and  miss  it  when  close  to  the  angler.  If 
this  happens,  cover  him  at  once,  and  the  chance  is 
that  you  get  him.  This  does  not  come  off  so 
frequently  in  fly  fishing,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  taste  and  smell  of  a  glycerined  prawn  has 
as  much  to  do  with  the  salmon  taking  it  p..s  its 
brilliant  colour.  In  order  to  try  this,  on  severail 
occasions  I  coloured  one  or  two  Devon  minnows  to 
the  exact  brilliant  tint  of  a  prawn,  and  masked  the 
hooks  with  scarlet  ibis  feathers.  These  baits,  when 
spun  properly,  looked  very  like  a  pra'mi,  and  caught 
one  or  two  fish,  but  the  sport  came  much  slower 
than  when  prawns  were  used.  The  colour  of  a 
prawTi,  however,  is  still  an  important  factor  in  its 
attractive  power.  Try  a  sickly,  pink,  washed-out 
looking  specimen  on  a  pool,  and  then  a  scarlet  one, 
and  the  chances  are  that  when  the  former  may  be 
refused,  the  latter  is  accepted.  The  prawns  done 
up  in  bottles  and  retailed  for  bait  are  occasionally 
improved  by  taking  them  from  the  glycerine  and 
dipping  them  in  brilliant  scarlet  aniline  dye  dissolved 
in  boiling  water.  Add  a  slight  pinch  of  yellow 
aniline  dye,  and  this  will  brighten  up  the  colour  to 
a  fiery  red.  Leave  the  praM'ns  in  this  until  they  are 
sufficiently  coloured,  and  take  them  out  and  put 
them  into  fresh  running  cold  water.  The  cold  water 
will  cause  contraction  and  fix  part  of  the  colour  on 
the  prawns,  and  if  allowed  to  remain  running  on 
them  for  a  few  seconds  will  remove  any  unpleasant 
taint  that  the  dyeing  process  may  give  them.  When 
the  superfluous  and  loose  dye  has  cleared  away  with 
the  water,  put  the  prawns  back  into  the  glycerine 
from  which  they  were  taken,  as  the  odour  contained 
in  this  is  an  attractive  element.  By  the  bye,  this 
pinkish  glycerine,  impregnated  with  the  strong  smell 
of  boiled  prawns,  is  excellent  for  making  up  paste 
baits  for  various  coarse  fish.  If  the  angler  cares,  he 
can  get  his  prawns  from  a  fishmonger  and  boil  them 
in  salt  water,  stain  them,  and  bottle  them  in  glycerine 
for  himself.  These  baits  should  be  used  when  fresh 
and  sweet,  as,  if  they  are  tainted,  they  do  not  answer 
well  and  seriously  diminish  an  angler's  chance  of 
success.  Some  anglers  prefer  the  unstained  prawn 
to  the  coloured  one,  but  I  think  that  the  colour  is  a 
decided  improvement  if  it  is  not  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  taste  and  the  smell.  When  the  prawn  is 
taken  by  a  salmon  in  a  sharp  running  stream  where 
the  bottom  is  gravelly,  the  angler  generally  gets 
intimation  of  the  fact  by  two  or  three  knocks  at  his 
line  much  more  distinct  than  felt  when  the  bait 
bumps  against  stones.  There  is  no  playing  with 
the  bait  when  this  indication  comes,  and  tha  angler 
should  fix  him  there  and  then.  At  other  time?, 
when  fishing  a  deep  running  stream  where  the  fish 
is  able  to  come  up  open-mouthed  at  the  bait,  the 
angler  need  only  hold  against  the  fish  for  a  second 
or  so  in  order  to  fix  the  hooks  deeply.  This  is 
seldom  required  by  an  alert  beginner,  who  often 
unconsciously  does  more  than  fix  his  fish  by  his 
vigorous  upward  movement  of  the  rod  on  knowing 
that  he  has  been  patronised  by  a  salmon,  especially 
if  he  has  an  attendant  with  him.  More  fish  have 
been  lost  through  the  sucjden  "  There  he  is!"  than 
would  have  been  if  the  anglers  concerned  were  left 
to  realise  the  fact  for  themselves. 

Black  Beetle. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  THE  GUT 
CROP  OF  1905-6. 


The  following  is  Mr.   Robert  Ramsbottom'a 

twenty-fourth  annual  report : — 

"  In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of  season  1905-6, 
I  have  to  announce  about  an  average  production 
taken  in  bulk,  but  there  is  an  unusual  variation  in 
the  different  kinds. 

"In  'Fina,'  'Regular,'  and  'Second  Padron,'  which 
arc  middle  thicknesses,  the  quantity  is  large,  while 
in  the  heaviest  salmon  and  the  finest  undrawn  trout 
gut  the  amount  is  exceedingly  small,  so  much  so 
that,  if  disappointment  is  to^  be  avoided,  it  is 
absolutely  imperative  that  orders  must  be  placed 
at  an  early  date. 

"  As  regards  prices  (though  I  have  not  altered 
my  list),  the  value  has  increased  at  least  10  per 
cent.,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  further 
upward  move  as  the  season  advances. 

There  is  every  reason  for  satisfaction  this  year 
with  the  quality  of  the  gut,  as  greater  care  is  now 
being  used  in  making  up,  and  consequently  there 
will  be  found  a  greater  number  of  usable  strands  in 
each  hank.  "  Robert  Ramsbottom. 

"81,  Market-street,  Manchester." 


ESSENDON  FISH  PEOTECTION 
SOCIETY. 


I  REGRET  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Kingsbury, 
who  was  president  of  the  Essendon  Fish  Protection 
Society. 

"  Ascot  Vale,  Victoria,  Australia. 
"  Dec.  9,  1905. 

"  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

"Dear  Sir, — ^It  is  with  extreme  regret  that 
I  forward  you  a  notice  of  the  death  of  our  late 
president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Kingsbury,  which  took  place 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  26,  1905. 

"  The  deceased  gentleman  was  not  only  one  of 
om-  most  enthusiastic  anglers,  but  a  devotee  to 
any  movement  piscatorial,  and  always  a  great 
admirer  of  your  excellent  paper,  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

"Some  years  ago  Mr.  Kingsbury  made  coloured 
plates  of  almost  all  of  our  Victorian  fishes,  but 
unfortunately  for  us  they  were  never  published. — 
Yours  very  truly,  "  F.  May.'.' 

Here  is  the  note  Mr.  May  refers  to:  — 
"  The  many  friends  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Kingsbury  will 
regret  to  hear  that  he  died  at  his  residence,  Moonee 
Ponds,  last  Sunday,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness. 
Mr.  Kingsbury  was  kno'wn  to  most  anglers,  and  he 
was  of  a  kindly  and  generous  nature,  no  trouble 
being  too  much  for  him  to  help  a  novice.  Many 
years  ago  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  travelling  permanent 
inspector  of  fisheries,  and  while  in  that  position  did 
good  work  for  the  sport  of  angling." 


HINTS  ON  BAIT-CASTING  FOE 
BASS. 


A  South  African  Exhibition  to  Visit  Leeds. 
— A  comprelioiisivo  exhibition  of  South  African 
raarkotablo  products  is  to  be  hokl  in  London  early 
in  1907,  and  Hill  bo  triuisferrod  later  to  such 
large  provincial  citios  in  Leeds.  Manchester,  and 
Glasgow.  All  ihv.  Colonios  ut  tho  Capo  have  been  in- 
vitpd  to  take  part  in  the  scheme,  including  Rhodesia. 


The  art  of  bait-casting — and  this  method  of 
angling  is  an  art  that  is  second  only  to  that  of  fly- 
casting — has  been  exploited  and  described  in  these 
columns  from  time  to  time,  but  as  the  number  of 
anglers  increases  year  by  year  there  are  novices  in 
the  game  who  may  be  thankful  for  some  hints 
regarding  the  tackle  to  be  used  and  methods  to  be 
pursued  during  one's  primary  and  later  attempts  at 
the  sport.  The  ideas  of  bait-casters  vary  greatly 
regarding  the  length  and  weight  of  the  rod  best 
fitted  for  that  sport,  and  opinions  differ  widely  as 
to  the  kind  of  lure  that  is  most  attractive,  but  all 
agree  that  the  sport  is  fascinating,  and  many  give 
it  equal  rank  with  the  most  scientific  method  of 
angling — that  is,  fly-fishing.  In  the  hope  that 
some  advice  from  the  pen  of  Ralph  Baldwin — 
evidently  one  who  has  practised  bait-casting — and 
published  in  the  Canadian  Spoi'tsman,  may  be  of 
use  to  beginners  in  the  art,  the,  same  is  hereby 
appended.    He  says: — 

"  Get  a  moderate-priced  eight-oimce  split-bamboo 
casting-rod,  with  the  reel-seat  on  the  handle  so 
placed  that  the  reel  will  be  above  the  hand.  Get  a 
good,  moderate- priced  multiplying  reel  that  will 
hold  seventy-five  yards  of  line,  and  get  seventy- 
five  yards  of  good- quality  enamelled  sillc  line,  size 
F.  Now  also  equip  yourself  with  a  common  round 
ink  eraser,  one  with  a  hole  through  the  centre  of  it. 
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Find  a  secluded  bit  of  water  somewhere  where  no 
one  will  watch  your  bungling  efforts,  and  be  sure  it 
is  not  salt  water ;  salt  water  will  play  hob  with 
your  silk  line.  Put  your  rod  together,  guides  in  line 
with  the  reel,  which  must  be  adjusted  so  that  it 
will  reel  in  line  when  you  turn  the  handle  from 
you.  Next,  carry  the  lino  through  the  guides  and 
top  and  tie  it  to  your  rubber  eraser,  which  is  to  be 
your  casting  frog.    Now  you  are  ready  to  begin. 

"  Take  the  rod  in  hand,  holding  it  with  the  reel 
turned  on  the  upper  side,  with  your  thumb  resting 
lightly  on  the  spool  of  line,  and  your  bait  hanging 
about  a  foot  from  the  top  of  the  rod.  Swing  the 
rod  slowly  back  over  the  shoulder  with  almost  a 
full-arm  movement,  then  bring  it  forward  sharply, 
so  as  to  throw  the  eraser  out  on  to  the  water,  and 
at  the  same  time  turning  the  hand,  thumb  inward, 
so  the  reel  will  run  more  freely  and  the  line  will  not 
drag  on  the  rod.  Should  the  pressure  of  your 
thumb  on  the  spool  of  the  reel  be  too  heavy,  you 
will  fail  to  get  out  much  line,  perhaps  not  more 
than  two  or  three  feet.  Should  it  be  too  light,  the 
reel  will  run  faster  than  the  line  will  run  through 
the  guides,  and  hence  you  will  have  a  snarl  to 
imtangle  before  endeavouring  another  cast. 
Patience  and  practice  will  bring  proficiency,  and 
soon  you  will  be  able  to  get  out  at  least  fifty  feet 


of  line  every  time  without  ever  tangling  it.  And 
later  you  will  be  able'  to  throw  from  seventy-five 
to  a  hundred  feet,  if  you  keep  at  it,  and  with 
accurac}',  too.  • 

"Having  mastered  casting  sufficiently  to  fish, 
quip  yourself  with  some  casting  baits,  such  as 
your  tackle  dealer  will  recommend,  and  hunt  bass 
water.  Arriving  where  bass  are  caught,  remember 
that  it  is  well  to  fish  from  a  boat  towards  a  reedy 
shore,  or  if  wading,  to  fish  the  gravelly  riffies  and 
just  outside  the  line  of  the  lily-pads.  You  will,  of 
course,  need  a  landing-net  such  as  is  used  for  bass. 
Throw  out  your  bait  and  then  slowly  reel  it  in. 
And  keep  at  it ;  there  is  nothing  like  fishing  to 
teach  you  how  to  fish.  Watch  other  anglers,  and 
find  out  all  you  can  from  them.  Early  morning  and 
evening  are  the  best  times  of  the  day  for  fishing. 

"  Lastly,  when  you  hook  your  first  bass,  do  not 
try  to  haul  him  out  of  the  water  with  your  rod,  as 
you  would  with  a  'fish-pole,'  or  you  will  break  it. 
Handle  your  fish  as  though  afraid  to  hurt  him ;  do 
not  let  him  have  all  of  it,  either.  Shortly  be  will 
tire  himself  out,  and  allow  you  to  reel  him  in  close 
to  you  andypick  him  up  with  the  landing-net. 

"  Once  you  have  started,  you  will  look  to  better 


methods,  and  soon  learn  how  to  fish  with  natural 
bait,  and  all  the  little  tricks  old  bait-casters  know, 
and  that  are  so  conducive  to  success.  Once  a  bait- 
castor,  you  will  always  be  one.  A  step  farther, 
and  one  which  you  should  surely  eventually  take, 
is  fly-fishing  for  bass." 

As  addenda  to  the  foregoing,  the  editor  of  the 
American  Field  would  say  the  expert  bait-ijasters 
of  this  country  use,  as  a  rule,  quadruple  multiply- 
ing reels  that  will  retrieve  line  rapidly  whenever 
necessary  while  playing  a  bass;  silk  lines  that  are 
not  enamelled  ;  rods  varying  in  length,  according  to 
the  idea  of  the  user,  from  four  feet  nine  inches  to 
six  feet  nine  inches,  and  weighing  from  five  to 
eight  ounces,  the  greater  number  of  them  being  six 
ounces  or  less  in  weight. — American  Field. 


FISHING    AT  TWICKENHAM 
SIXTY-FIVE  YEARS  AGO. 

OuE  illustration  shows  a  bank  angler  and  two 
brace  of  anglers  in  punts  with  their  fishermen 
fishing  above  Twickenham.  The  style  of  fishing  is 
much  as  at  present,  only,  unfortunately,  the  style 
of  basket  made  is  difEerent. 


The  Thames  above  Twickenham  in  1841. 

PIKE  FISHING  IN  NORFOLK 
WATERS. 


Pike  anglers  who  cannot  spare  the  time  or  go  to 
the  expense  of  visiting  one  of  the  famous  Irish 
loughs.  Conn,  Mask,  etc.,  cannot  do  better  than 
take  a  trip  to  Norfolk  and  try  for  the  large  fish  to 
be  found  in  the  prolific  waters  of  that  county.  The 
open  winter  weather  has  been  especially  favourable 
for  the  lats  pike  fishing,  and  from  now  to  March  14 
(although  there  is  no  close  time  for  rods  on  Norfolk 
waters)  good  sport  should  be  had.  The  big  fish  are 
invariably  caught,  particularly  on  the  Broads,  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  as  they  emerge  from  the  reed 
and  weed  beds  and  seek  food  out  in  the  open  water. 
It  is  but  natural  that  the  largest  pike  are  to  be 
found  in  the  numerous  Broads,  as  the  boating  and 
the  wherry  traffic  disturb  the  fish  in  the  rivers, 
and  drive  them  into  those  reed-fringed  quiet  lake- 
like expanses  of  water.  Here,  then,  is  the  home 
of  the  largest  pike  to  be  found  in  Norfolk.  As 
being  a  centre  for  the  very  best  Broads  for  pike 
fishing,  let  us  suppose  that  the  angler  selects 
Potter  Heigham  as  his  headquarters  for  lodging 


during  his  few  days'  stay.  There  are  two  veiy 
comfortable  and  well-appointed  public-houses,  the 
Falgate  and  the  Bridge  Hotel,  the  latter  having 
quite  a  number  of  bedrooms,  and  the  inclusive 
charge  for  bed  and  board  is  six  shillings  per  day 
each  person,  and  the  food  is  of  the  best  and  nicely 
varied,  with  plenty  of  prime  poultry  if  desired. 

At  Potter  Heigham  Bridge  the  Applegates, 
father  and  son,  have  a  large  supply  of  boats  of  all 
descriptions,  and  splendid  yachts  for  hire  at  a 
very  cheap  rate.  For  a  rowing-boat,  which,  of 
course,  on  the  Broads  is  indispensable,  the  charge 
is  but  two  shillings  per  day.  It  must  be' under- 
stood, however,  that  very  few  of  the  Norfolk 
Broads  can  be  fished  without  payment.  For  fishing 
Heigham  Sounds  and  Whitesley,  which  may  be  said 
to  be  one  continuous  water,  one  shilling  per  day  is 
charged  by  Mr.  Applegate,  senior,  the  lessee,  whilst 
on  Hickling  Broad  the  charges  are  two  shillings 
for  pike  fishing  and  one  shilling  per  day  (per  rod) 
for  other  fi.shing. 

To  reach  Heigham  Sounds  you  have  a  row  of 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Heigham  Bridge 
to  Candler's  Dyke,  which  will  be  found  on  the  left- 
hand  side  of  the  River  Thurne,  and  a  little  distance 
past  the  windmill.  The  Sounds  open  out  after  a 
further  row  up  the  Dyke  of  about  a  quarter  of  a 


mile.  Some  few  years  ago  two  anglers  made  some 
very  fine  captures  of  pike  on  Heigham  Sounds,  the 
fish,  if  I  remember  rightlj',  ranging  from  161b.  to 
26lb.  It  will  be  as  well  here  to  mention  the  kind  of 
tackle  used  by  those  anglers,  for  there  is  no  doubt 
that  for  this  water,  which  is  fringed  with  immense 
beds  of  high  and  strong  reeds,  their  plan  could  not 
be  improved  upon.  To  the  end  of  the  running  line 
they  attached  by  means  of  a  swivel  some  three  or  four 
yards  of  the  patent  annealed  wire,  had  the  snap 
hooks  either  whipped  on  wire  or  strong  twisted  salmon 
gut,  also  attached  by  a  swivel,  and  fished  about 
mid-water  with  float.  The  wire  trace  allowed  a 
large  pike  to  get  into  the  reed  beds  without  the  fear 
of  breakage  through  contact  with  the  strong  reeds, 
as  with  gimp,  or  even  three  strands  of.  twisted  gut, 
many  of  these  big  fish  might  have  been  lost.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  noteworthy  takes  of  large  pike 
from  Heigham  Sounds  or  Whitesley  since  the  above- 
mentioned  grand  sport. 

Should  the  visiting  angler  be  desirous  of  trying 
the  other  waters  in  the  vicinity,  a  row  of  a  mile 
from  the  Sounds,  and  through  the  river-like  water 
on  the  left-hand  side  called  Hickling  Straithe, 
Hickling  Broad  will  be  reached.    This  is  a  magnifi- 
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cent  ■vrater  of  four  hundred  acres  in  extent,  and 
affords    grand    all-round   fishing.      Large  pike 
swarms  of  rudd,  roach,  and  bream,  besides  monster 
perch  (of  over  41b.  in  weight),  tench,  etc.,  have 
been  taken.    Should  the  tides  at  Yarmouth  have 
been  exceptionally  high,  when  the  salt  water  will 
have  reached  Heigham  Sounds,  Hickling  Broad  is  the 
best  water  to  fish,  as  doubtless  the  brackish  water 
will  have  driven  the  big  pike  up  into  that  water,  or 
to  Horsey  Mere,  which  is  situated  about  a  mile  down 
the  old  Meadow  Dyke,  which  runs  from  the  right 
hand  side  of  WTiitesley,  rowing  your  boat  round 
the  high  black  wooden  piles.    Horsey  Mere  is 
another  splendid  fishing  water.    For  many  years 
it  was  strictly  private  so  far  as  fishing  was  con 
cemed,  and  may  be  so  still.    When  I  fished  it  the 
owner  was  Captain  Rising,  who  generally  gave 
permission  on  a  proper  application.    I  know  that 
there  is  now  a  new  owner  at  Horsey  Hall.  Horsey 
Mere  is  looked  upon  as  famous  for  pike,  and  an 
old  saying,  "  Horsey  pike,  none  like,'-  points  to 
that  fact.    Here,  and  also  on  Hickling,  you  find 
an  absence  of  the  tall  reeds,  but  there  are  masses 
of  weeds  on  the  surface  and  on  the  bottom,  thus 
there  is  plenty  of  cover  for  the  fish.    None  of 
these  broad  sheets  of  water  are  deep,  and  six  feet 
will  be  found  about  the  average.    Coming  back 
from  any  of  these  three  Broads,  and  making  the 
Thurne  river  again,  you  can  reach  Martham  and 
Somerton  Broads  by  a  further  row  of  about  a 
mile,  turning,  of  course,  to  the  left,  or  the  reverse 
way  of  the  stream  than  towards  Potter  Heigham. 
However,  these  waters  are  very  shallow,  and  not 
really  worth  the  attention  of  the  pike  fisher. 

Another  very  fine  piece  of  pike  water  is  Barton 
Broad,  which  is  at  the  least  400  acres  in  extent, 
and  pike  of  121b.  to  201b.  are  fairly  plentiful  therein. 
An  angler  visiting  Barton  travels  to  Stalham  Rail- 
way Station,  and  should,  if  possible,  secure  the 
services  of  Mr.  Alma  Nichols,  in  which  case,  with 
dry  weather  and  the  condition  of  the  water  favour- 
able, good  sport  may  be  confidently  looked  for. 
There  is  either  a  small  payment  for  fishing  Barton 
or  the  fishing  is  included  in  the  charge  for  a  boat. 
However,  Mr.  Nichols  will  put  the  angler  right  in 
that  respect. 

A  little  information  may  usefully  be  added 
respecting  farmhouse  and  country  lodgings  to  be 
obtained  on  or  adjacent  to  the  Broads.  Of  course, 
along  the  Norfolk  rivers  every  accommodation  can 
be  had  in  the  numerous  villages  and  hamlets 
Wroxham  Broad,  off  the  River  Bure,  and  a  few 
miles  from  Norwich,  is  a  good  water  for  pike,  fished 
by  payment,  and  here  the  angler  can  stay  at  the 
Mill  House  (farmhouse)  with  Mr.  Isaac  Buck,  who 
has  two  sitting  and  four  bedrooms.  At  Potter 
Heigham  there  is  both  farmhouse  and  private 
lodgings.  Near  Hickling  Broad,  at  Hickling 
Village,  will  be  found  Mr.  H.  Wright's  farm,  with 
two  sitting  and  three  bedrooms,  orchard  and  garden, 
and  pony  and  trap.  At  Stalham,  for  Barton 
Broad,  there  is  every  required  accommodation, 
while  at  the  end  of  the  Dyke  on  Horsey  Mere  is  a 
good  cottage.  The  angler  need  not  fear  being 
overcharged  anywhere  in  Norfolk.  J.  D. 


A  DEVON  SHIEE  MODE 
DAPPING. 
By  "  Black  Hackle." 


OF 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  2  appeared  a  most 
excellent  paper  on  dapping  by  "  Lichen  Grey," 
entitled,  "  Bobbing  for  Trout,"  in  which  he  deals 
with  this  most  captivating  form  of  sport  as  prac- 
tised on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  very  capably. 
But  a  method  obtains  in  "  Fair  Devon  "  which  goes 
a  little  farther,  namely,  fvi  aquis,  and  as  I  have 
never  seen  it  described  in  print,  save  by  myself,  and 
as  it  is  equally  deadly,  some  information  respecting 
it  may  be  useful  to  those  brother  anglers  who  have 
hitherto  confined  themselves  to  the  top  of  the  water. 
Foliage  is  so  redundant  on  Devon  rivers  as  to  prac- 
tically bar  artificial  fly  fishing  in  many  places 
where,  as  described  by  '  Lichen  Grey,"  the  largest 
trout  lie,  and  here  the  dapping  season,  from  towards 
the  end  of  May  to  end  of  August,  is  eagerly  looked 
forward  to.  And  no  matter  what  the  purists  say, 
it  does  afford  a  pleasant  interlude  to  fly  fishing, 
besides  possessing  a  novelty  and  excitement  of  its 
own  which  must  appeal  to  the  broad-minded  disciple 
of  our  craft.  In  most  rivers  there  are  still  deeps, 
dead  reaches  with  either  no  appreciable  flow  or  else 
an  almost  imperceptible  one.    Such  deeps,  especially 
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in  Devon,  are  mostly  fringed  with  trees,  shrubs, 
and  rank  herbage,  which,  while  their  shelter  permits 
the  lusty  denizens  beneath  to  laugh  at  the  whole 
catalogue  of  artificial  flies,  afford  to  the  dapper  the 
very  concealment  and  environment  most  suited  for 
displaying  his  skill.    And  here  are  grand  trout 
whose  capture  is  unattainable  in  any  other  way, 
save  occasionally  with  delicate  worm  practice,  and 
which  it  is  a  positive  sin  to  allow  to  maintain  the 
attitude  of  disdainful  impertinence  they  do  towards 
honest  anglers.    When  the  leaves  have  grown  big 
and  rank  growths  of  weed  have  sprung  up  commences 
the  time  that  they  can  be  reckoned  with,  being  on 
the  qui  vive  as  they  are  for  dropping  flies,  larvae, 
and  so  forth.    A  word  re  the  tackle.    A  stiffish  fly 
rod  not  less  than  12ft.  answers  best,  as  there  are 
constantly  spots  where  a  shorter  weapon  would  be 
unserviceable.    Moreover,  a  long  reach  is  often 
necessary,  and  a  hooked  victim  must  be  dealt  with 
as  summarily  as  possible.    A  yard  and  a  half  of 
sound  undrawn   refina  gut  is  sufficient,  and  it 
should  be  well  soaked  and  tested  before  going  to 
Work,  for  rough  handling  is  certain,  and  trout 
appear  to  fight  more  fiercely  when  thus  fastened 
than  at  any  other  time,  whether  from  being  taken 
in  by  a  real  live  well-known  insect  or  from  rage  at 
their  fancied  security  proving  no  protection,  who 
shall  say  ?    One  No.  8  round-bent  hook  (old  scale)  is 
affixed,  but  with  this  difference  to  ordinary  methods 
in  that  a  tiny  pellet  of  shot — No.  7  for  choice — is 
pinched  on  exactly  at  the  top  of  the  shank.  In 
Devon  the  usual  lures  are  (1)  the  Oak  Fly,  or  "  Up 
and  Down,"  (2)  the  Wood  Fly,  (3)  the  caterpillar 
which  is  shaken  off  oak  trees  in  June  only,  and  (4) 
the  grasshopper  in  August.    Besides  these,  moths, 
house   and  wall  flies,  also  bluebottles,  are  used, 
though  the  last  named  is  not  a  favourite.  Another 
exceedingly  good  bait  is  the  common  wood-louse, 
which  I  have  repeatedly  tried  with  great  success, 
although  I  have  never  known  of  its  use  by  others. 
Of  these,  the  Oak  Fly  takes  precedence,  and  next 
I  decidedly  place  the  Wood  Fly.    But  in  June, 
when   the  green  caterpillar  is  in  evidence,  its 
superiority  to  all  other  daps  will  soon  be  apparent, 
but  it 'is  only  to  be  found  for  from  two  to  three 
weeks.    Oak  Flies  are  difficult  to  procure  in  any 
quantity,  but  Wood  Flies,  which  have  black  bodies, 
lightish  wings,  and  are  about  twice  the  size  of  a 
respectable  house  fly,  may  be  caught  in  numbers  as 
follows  :    Spread  some  fresh  cow  droppings  in  a 
sunny  glade  among  trees  and  have  a  large  box — a 
band-box  will  do — ready,  poised  on  its  side  to  clap 
suddenly  over  when  sufficiently  covered  with  the 
flies.    The  operator  lies  behind  the  box  with  his 
eye  to  a  small  hole  in  the  centre.    When  the  coup 
is  successfully  made,  the  neck  of  a  small  glass  bottle 
is  at  once  inserted  in  said  hole,  and  as  the  flies  make 
for  the  light,  the  bottle  will  speedily  be  filled.  The 
victims  can  be  kept  in  this  bottle,  stoppered  with  a 
cork  fluted  at  the  sides  to  admit  the  air.    But  as 
the  flies  in  glass  soon  die  off  from  the  moisture  they 
exude,  a  perforated  zinc  bottle  is  much  preferable. 
Two  Wood  Flies  are  better  than  one,  and  the  hook 
s  simply  stuck  through  the  back,  and  the  entire 
round  of  the  hook  exposed.    And  now  for  the 


second  part  of  the  Devonshire  recipe,  besides  the 
tiny  split  shot,  and  this  is  the  invariable  use  of  a 
gentle,  which  is  impaled  on  the  barb  and  just 
sufficiently  drawn  up  to  allow  the  point  of  the  hook 
to  protrude.  Good  fat  gentles  bred  in  mutton  fat, 
tallow,  etc.,  are  best.  Now,  fly-catching  is  not  only 
a  troublesome  affair  which  the  wise  angler  will 
always  pay  some  clever  firactitioner  to  do  for  him, 
but  often  a  failure.  When,  therefore,  live  flies  are 
not  to  hand,  the  canny  westerns  use  a  very  efficient 
substitute— to  wit,  an  artificial  Black  Palmer  either 
with  black  wings  or  tied  buzz  (preferaVjIy  the  latter), 
and  it  must  not  be  ribbed.  No.  9  hook  (old 
scale)  suits  for  these  flies,  and  the  small  shot  is 
pinched  on  the  head,  a  gentle  being  absolutely 
necessary.  The  live  dap  will  kill  minus  the  maggot, 
though  much  better  with  it,  but  the  appearance  of 
life  which  it  gives  to  the  artificial  renders  it  indis- 
pensable to  the  latter.  Should  these  black  artificials 
become  played  out,  sundry  others  will  answer.  A 
Red  Palmer,  for  instance  ;  and  this  season  I  did 
good  execution  with  a  fancy  fly  I  tied  on  spec — 
body,  dirty  yellow  pig's  fur,  hackled  with  a  longish 
honey  dun  hackle. 

As  "  Lichen  Grey "  says^  the  intending  artist 
cannot  be  too  careful  in  his  approaches.  He  must 
get  the  sun  on  his  face,  or  on  a  side,  and  unless  high 
weeds  or  bush  intervenes,  he  cannot  attempt  the 
standing  position.  Rather  let  him  crawl  to  within 
reasonable  distance  of  the  water  at  the  spot  to  be 
essayed,  taking  every  advantage  of  cover,  like  one 
of  Fenimore  Cooper's  Delawares  on  the  warpath. 
Any  little  opening  under  overhanging  branches 
where  the  stream  is  deep  and  still,  just  over  bashes 
drooping  into  the  water  or  growths  of  flaggers  and 
such-like  places  which  the  tutored  eye  recognises  as 
haunts  of  the  lazy,  aldermanic  summer  trout,  are 
the  spots  for  the  dap.  And  though  some  of  these 
require  exceptional  manoeuvring,  the  following 
method  may  be  adopted  as  a  rule.  Having  located 
himself  unseen  by  the  fish,  and  with  as  little  line  as 
possible,  the  angler  will  do  well  to  first  drop  in  close 
under  his  bank.  The  lure  is  let  sink  about  nine 
nches  and  held  steady  ;  if  there  is  no  response,  it 
may  be  sunk  deeper  and  slowly  drawn  up  towards 
the  surface,  allowed  again  to  sink,  held  steady  for  a 
little,  and  similarly  drawn  upwards.  Should  the 
vicinity  of  the  bank  be  unfruitful,  which  it  rarely 
is,  a  trial  farther  out  can  be  made,  and  this  especially 
under  boughs  which  droop  low  over  the  water. 
Great  delicacy  of  hand  is  necessary.  The  first 
notice  of  a  bite  may  be  the  gut  moving  about.  If 
this  movement  be  sideways,  a  little  time  should  be 
given,  but  when  the  gut  moves  in  towards  the  bank 
or  straight  out  in  a  decided  way,  the  strike  may  be 
made  as  hard  as  the  tackle  will  bear,  not  violently, 
as  if  a  large  trout,  a  break  would  result  ;  but  a  sharp, 
canny  touch  sufficient  to  drive  the  steel  well  home. 
Or  a  gentle  twitch  may  be  felt  at  the  bait,  and  this 
must  not  be  responded  to  until  a  second  touch  is 
felt. 

"  Lichen  Grey's "  advice  is  excellent  re  play. 
The  fish  must  be  fought  on  his  own  ground,  often  a 
very  circumscribed  arena,  and  kept  as  near  the 
surface  as  possible.    If  safe  to  ease  the  strain,  a 
little  rope  can  be  given  in  some  places,  but  generally 
branches,  over  and  submerged,  snags,  roots,  etc.,  are 
serious  obstacles  in  this  respect.    I  generally  try 
and  ease  a  little  by  pulling  line  off  with  left  hand 
and  recovering  again,  especially  if  a  fish  bores  down 
savagely.    As  the  gut  goes  under  the  water,  it 
must  be  very  fine  towards  the  point.    Only  selected 
and  proved  gut  should  be  used,  for  the  battle  is 
sure  to  be  severe.    In  striking,  the  reel-line  is 
grasped  with  the  rod,  the  reverse  being  done  in 
ordinary  fly  fishing.    But  once  hooked,  the  line 
should  be  let  free  at  once.    A  trout  does  not  hook 
himself  at  this  game.    He  takes  in  the  lure  with  a 
slow  adagio  movement.    Additional  excitement  can 
be  enjoyed  by  the  cautious  hand  who  preserves  an 
absolutely  motionless  attitude,  and  is  sufficiently 
concealed.    He  can  often  allow  himself  to  see  his 
dap  sub  aquis — it  will  be  conspicuous  by  the  gentle — 
and  perceive  a  good  fish  sail  quietly  up  to  it,  sample 
t  slightly,  or  mayhap  only  take  a  critical  survey 
and  disappear  again.    Patience,  he  will  return  after 
look  round,  and  ten  to  one  suck  it  gently  in. 
Steady  at  this  crucial  moment,  and  let  him  get  it 
well  in  and  turning  take  his  departure  ;   then  let 
"  im  feel  it.    In  many  spots,  even  a  long  landing-net 
cannot  be  used  owing  to  front  groAvths.   In  such,  if 
the  angler  cannot  lift  his  fish  when  played  out  with 
the  two  bottom  joints,  which  I  have  known  done, 
'  e  must  only  swim  for  it.    It  is  usually  the  largest 
fish  which  go  for  the  dap.    This  method  equally 
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applies  to  ponds,  and  last  summer  I  had  splendid 
sport  in  one  which  was  carefully  preserved.  I  was 
using  the  black  artificial  with  maggot,  and  the  way 
trout  took  it  was  pleasantly  surprising.  Sea-trout 
will  go  for  it  as  well  as  the  fario.  This  very  deadly 
plan  will  succeed  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
where  summer  fishing  is  so  often  attended  with 
ill-success,  and  I  trust  some  of  ray  brothers  will 
give  it  a  fair  trial  in  1906. 


"THUNDEK  AND  LIGHTNING." 


Messes.  Chatto  and  Windtts  have  published  a 
work  which  may  be  fairly  called,  as  the  Times 
called  Verne's  books,  terribly  fascinating  and 
absolutely  harmless.  It  is  a  work  on  thunder 
and  lightning  by  that  prince  of  writers  of  science 
for  the  people,  M.  Camille  Flammarion — appropriate 
name  for  a  writer  on  flames  and  flashes. 


When  I  say  that  the  book  is  harmless  I  should 
not  recommend  it  as  good  reading  for  those  people — 
and  they  are  many — who  are  terrified  by  thunder- 
storms, for  I  never  read  a  more  awful  account  of 
death  dealt  out  to  mortals  and  other  animals  by 
lightning  in  various  forms — and  not  by  any  means 
always  instant  or  painless  death. 

It  is  quite  easy  to  understand,  after  reading  this 
work,  how  men  came  to  offer  up  burnt  offerings, 
human  and  other.  They  were  taught  by  Nature. 
They  saw  how  amid  gloom  and  storm  and  earth- 
shaking  thunder  fire  descended  and  slew  both  man 
and  beast.  They  thought  the  spirit  of  the  storm 
was  angry  and  pimished  them,  so  to  appease  Him 
they  offered  burnt  offerings. 

In  many  cases  recorded  by  our  author,  whose 
work  is  well  translated  by  Mr.  Walter  Mostyn, 
lightning  has  not  only  killed  but  instantaneously 
consumed  mortals ;  sometimes  no  trace  of  them  is 
left,  in  others  apparently  no  change  has  taken 
place,  and  yet  on  being  touched  the  whole  body, 


or  what  was  a  body,  tumbles  to  ashes — this  appears 
to  have  been  the  case  with  the  majority  of  the 
thirty  thousand  victims  of  Mont  Pel^e. 

The  idea  that  mortals  have  been  carried  up  to 
Heaven  in  a  chariot  of  fire  doubtless  arose  from  cases 
of  this  sudden  annihilation  by  the  flame  of  lightning. 

Legend,  says  M.  Flammarion,  attributes  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  Romulus  to  a  similar 
cause.  He  was  reviewing  his  army  near  the  Marsh 
of  Capra,  when  a  violent  thunderstorm  came  on, 
"and  Romulus  was  seen  no  more  on  earth." 

One  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  is  that  on 
fireballs,  the  most  curious  of  all  forms  of  electricity, 
of  the  nature  of  which  science  can  tell  us  nothing, 
any  more  than  it  can  explain  the  extraordinary 
vagaries  of  lightning,  which  range  from  the  terribly 
sublime  to  the  absurdly  ridiculous. 

The  most  curious  electric  ball  of  fire  is  not  that 
which  descends  with  a  crash,  but  which  floats  about 
gently,  running  up  and  down  a  person)  morei  than 


once  perhaps,  and  then  disappearing  through  a  hole 
in  the  wall  and  perhaps  exploding  outside  with  fatal 
effect.  When  lost  on  Exmoor  one  stormy  night 
after  trout  fishing  in  the  Doone  Valley,  I  saw  for 
some  time  a  large  electric  fireball  floating  a  foot 
or  two  above  the  earth,  and  gave  an  accoimt  of  it 
soon  afterwards  to  Dr.  Phipson,  who  published  it  in 
his  ' '  Mysteries  of  Nature. ' '  I  had  some  experiences 
that  night  which  I  should  not  care  to  go  through 
again.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  fish  have  no  fear 
of  lightning  or  thunder,  for  I  have  had  some  of  the 
best  baskets  of  trout  I  ever  made  when  the  thunder 
and  forked  lightning  were  incessant — but  I  would 
not  use  a  " steel -centre  "  rod  on  such  an  occasion. 

Many  lives  and  much  property  would  be  saved  if 
the  advice  as  to  how  best  to  avoid  being  struck, 
or  having  one's  house  struck  by  lightning,  given 
by  M.  Flammarion,  could  be  taught  in  all  schools. 
This  is  one  of  those  books  which  will  interest 
our  readers  as  much  as  any  other  readers. — 
Publiahcrs'  Circular. 


ON  THE  BEACH. 


The  season  of  spadesi  and  pails  being  well  over 
is  a  sign  for  the  beach  angler  to  get  ready  his  tackle, 
and,  except  h?  loves  absolute  solitude,  let  him  also 
find  a  suitable  companion.  This  latter  will  be 
useful  as  a  witness  to  all  those  wonderful  fish  that 
were  lost  just  as  they  were  being  landed. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  necessary  arts  in  connection 
with  beach -fishing  is  that  of  packing  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  way  of  tackle  into  as  small  a  space 
as  possible,  for  in  many  places  it  means  staying 
out  all  day.  Many  a  time  at  Gorleston  have 
"  he  "  and  "  I  "  picnicked  on  the  beach  in  the 
middle  of  winter.  Overnight  we  have  looked  at 
the  sky,  found  it  clear  and  bright,  had  our  8urmi.?e8 
of  good  weather  verified  by  a  coastguard,  who  as 
often  as  not  is  an  equally  keen  angler,  and  then 
arranged  our  tackle  for  the  morning.  We  start  as 
early  as  possible,  taking  with  us  rods,  crutches,'  a 
fork,  plenty  of  hooks,  an  extra  cast  or  two,  a  file, 
])licrs,  and,  in  fact,  anything  that  not  merely  will  be 
but  may  be  needed,  and,  above  all,  anchor  leads. 
As  to  baits,  cork-packed  lugworms  are  essential,  and 
are  to  be  had  there  at  lOd.  per  100  ;  also  mackerel 
and  some  fresh  herring,  or,  as  they  call  them  there, 
"  white  baits."  As  I  quit3  consider  it  "  his  "  part 
of  the  business  to  carry  all  this,  I  undertake  to 
carry  the  provisions  and  a  small  spirit-stove. 

I  don't  know  a  sight  more  fascinating  than  that 
of  the  morning  sun  on  the  wet  sand,  with  the  sea- 
birds  standing  in  little  groups  awaiting  the  small 
fish,  their  clear  reflections  seeming  almost  to 
double  their  number  ;  the  bit^  of  bright  red  sea- 
weed, the  delicate  coloured  pebbles,  freshened  by 
their  recent  wash  of  sea,  and  the  tiny  shells  in 
shades  of  pink,  yellow,  and  mussel -blue  that  strew 
the  sands  in  little  patches.  We  pass  all  these  by, 
knowing  we  shall  continue  to  see  them — in  fact, 
choose  our  "  spot  "  in  the  midst  of  them,  though 
th  3re  is  ever  that  same  temptation  to  pick  them  all 
up  that  one  gets  in  the  country  to  gather  all  the 
wild  flowers  one  sees. 

Thoroughly  appreciating  the  blue  sky  above, 
the  sun  warming  us,  and  the  shelter  of  the  cliffs 
liehind  us,  we  choose  our  "  pitch  "  and  stick  our 
crutches  into  the  firm  wet  sand.  Then  unwinding 
our  lines  to  their  full  length  and  fixing  the  cast  into 
the  fork,  we  fling  out  to  sea  well  over  the  surf, 
into  what  we  hope  to  be  the  midst  of  the  fish. 
Having  placed  the  rods  in  their  respective  crutches, 
we  keep  our  hands  in  our  coat  pockets  and  eyes  on 
our  rods,  and  wait.  Wobble-wobble  goes  "  his  " 
rod,  and  to  my  eager  questions,  he  answers,  while 
rapidly  winding  in,  "  It's  all  right,  he's  on.  Good 
size,  too,"  and  nmning  up  the  beach  to  keep  pace 
with  the  incoming  waves,  brings  to  the  shore  an 
8lb.  codling.  "  Look  out,  there's  one  on  your 
rod,"  he  cries,  and  there  siu-e  enough  is  a  bite.  I 
haul  in.  "  It's  a  big  one,  too,  very  big,"  and  winding 
in  bring  to  light  a  coalfish  out  of  season,  and 
weighing  about  loz.,  which  I  contemptuously  drop 
in  the  mouth  of  the  codling,  which  is  by  this  time 
hanging  up  by  its  gills. 

My  luck  continues  poor  for  some  time,  till  I  am  out 
of  patience  with  the  fish  and  everything  else  ; 
;<o  I  leave  my  rod  to  look  after  itself  and  spread 
the  cloth  for"  hmcheon.  Yes,  a  cloth  is  essential, 
for  no  amount  of  luck  in  fishing  will  ever  com- 
pensate for  sand  on  your  bread  and  butter.  There 
are  usually  one  or  "two  swills  lying  on  th?  shore 
that  have  dropped  over  from  the  fishing  boats  and 
have  been  washed  up,  and  in  the  depths  of  one  of 
these  I  light  our  spirit-stove  and  heat  some  soup 
or  tea.  These  picnics  always  give  me  a  childish 
delight  such  as  I  only  had"  when  quite  tiny  and 
could  manage  to  secure  a  few  dolls  and  give  them 
a  picnic  in  an  orchard  when  everyone  was  away 
from  home. 

It  was  after  limch,  when  "  he  "  was  interested 
in  pipe  and  paper,  that  I  crept  over  to  my  rod  and 
quickly  wound  in,  for  it  was  fascinatingly  heavy, 
and  I  drew  in  a  codling  even  larger  than  the  last 
and  laid  it  down  in  the  middle  of  the  luncheon 
cloth.  After  this  we  were  both  freshly  fired  with 
zeal,  and  we  fished  and  caught,  and  caught  and 
fished,  till  we  found  that  our  lugworms  were  used 
up.  So  we  gathered  together  our  goods,  shouldered 
our  satchels,  and  carried  home  the  "  catch  "  in 
triumph. 

Sometimes  we  would  have  a  wet  and  windy  time 
of  it,  but  what  matter,  for  we  were  clad  in  "  oilies  " 
and  caps  that  stuck  on,  and  for  him  a  "  sou'- 
wester," and,  above  all,  slush  boots  for  both  of  us. 
Though  we  never  came  back  with  an  empty  bag. 
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sport  was  poor  upon  occasion,  but  there  was  much 
to  compensate  for  it  in  our  surroimdings,  for  all 
that  is  on  the  sea  is  beautiful,  and  the  changes  from 
shower  to  sun  were  always  a  pleasiu-e  as  we  watch 
the  rainbow  dip  its  ends  in  the  sea,  the  long  rays  of 
light  pierce  the  ocean  and  the  fitful  changes  in  the 
atmosphere  doubly  marked  in  the  reflecting  sea. 

On  the  whole,  beach-sport  in  the  cold  weather 
was  excellent,  and  our  catch  often  almost  too  heavy 
to  bring  along,  but  who  would  leave  one  behind  ? 
The  keen  angler  will  bear  much  discomfort  in  the 
cause  of  codling.         Blakche  M.  Oakeshott. 


ABEAHAM  COOPEE,  E.A. 


Abraham  Cooper,  R.A.,  was  born  in  1787,  and 
elected  by  the  members  of  the  Royal  Academy 
early  in  the  last  century.  His  diplomas  were 
signed  by  Benjamin  West,  P.R.A.,  and  King 
George  IV.  His  pictures  were  sporting  and 
military  subjects,  and  a  large  number  of  engravings 
were  executed  after  his  works. 

He  was  a  sportsman  equally  familiar  with  Rod, 


Abraham  Cooper,  R.A. 


Gun,  or  Saddle,  and  painted  many  pictures  con- 
nected with  Such  sporting  subjects.  His  battle 
pictures,  mostly  historical,  were  much  appreciated. 
He  died  in  1869. 

His  son,  Mr.  A.  W.  Gooper,  is  well  known  to 
anglers  by  his  admirable  drawings  of  fish  in  works 
written  by  the  late  Francis  Francis  and  many 
others. 


TEOUTING  IN  ANGLESEY. 


ly  the  spring  the  stream  is  quite  a  little  torrent, 
on  an  average  as  broad  as  a  billiard-table,  broaden- 
ing out  into  pools  here  and  there,  some  of  them 
shallow  and  others  of  quite  a  respectable  depth. 
The  fish  are  not  then  hard  to  catch.  Bags  are 
occasionally  made  of  sixty  or  seventy  trout,  but 
the  weight  is  wretchedly  small.  I  know  that  when 
I  first  commenced  to  fly-fish  I  often  caught  some 
twenty  or  so  a  day,  and  that  when  I  scarcely  knew 
how  to  cast  and  most  certainly  could  not  do  so. 

But  in  the  early  spring  when  there  is  a  wind 
it  is  generally  the  strength  of  a  hurricane  and 
bitingly  cold.  I  remember  such  a  day  when,  to 
add  to  my  discomfiture,  it  also  commenced  to  hail ; 
my  so-called  waterproof  coat  was  immediately 
drenched  through,  and  although  at  every  cast  I 
rose  a  fish  my  hand  and  wrist  were  so  benumbed 
that  I  did  not  succeed  in  catching  a  single  one. 

This  has  happened  more  than  once  to  me,  and  I 
think  it  very  likely  that  the  fish  were  samlets  ; 
perhaps  some  gentle  reader  of  experience  more 
mature  than  mine  may  know  whether  brown  trout 
are  likely  to  rise  under  such  bitterly  cold  conditions. 
The  very  thought  of  those  chilly  days  makes  me 
shiver  still,  so  let  us  change  our  subject  at  once 
and  look  at  our  stream  in  the  summer. 

You  can  scarcely  imagine  the  contrast.  We 
dismount  from  our  bicycles  on  the  bridge  to 
examine  the  condition  of  the  water.  True,  that 
under  the  bridge  itself  there  is  still  a  puddle  in 
which  some  cows  are  disporting,  but  where  is  that 
broad,  shallow  pool  just  above,  which  in  spring  is 
as  sure  a  place  as  anywhere  for  a  fish  ?  Alas  !  now 
it  is  only  represented  by  a  stagnant  duck  pond  full 
of  weeds,  while  below  all  that  meets  our  eyes  is  a 
long,  thin  line  of  ru.shes.  We  follow  it  down,  and 
find  that  the  sun  still  .shines  on  our  favourite  pools, 
though  they  are  sadly  diminished  in  depth. 

Such  is  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  tributary  we 


fished  in  in  the  spring,  when  many  a  fish  we  caught, 
and  many  a  one  wc  returned  with  a  kindly  au  revoir. 
So  olf  we  go  to  the  main  stream  near  by,  and  are 
greatly  relieved  to  find  that  it,  at  least,  is  visible. 

The  sun  is  shining  as  it  should  in  the  midst  of 
this  lovely  month  of  August,  and  there  is  scarcely 
a  breath  of  wind,  or  even  air. 

"We  shan'tdo  any  good,"  yousay;  "best  bicycle 
down  to  the  sea  and  bathe." 

Not  a  bit  of  it,  my  good  friend,  nil  des'ptrandum 
for  ever,  for  we  are  dry-fly  m.admen. 

On  with  a  small  Black  Palmer  to  our  finest  cast, 
with  a  look  to  see  that  we  have  not  forgotten  our 
small  Red  Quills  for  the  evening.  This  stream  is 
not  the  Itchen  or  the  Test,  so  we  have  not  Mr. 
Halford's  invaluable  work  on  dry  fly  entomology 
in  our  pockets,  nor  half  its  contents  in  our  heads, 
and  had  we  even  possessed  any  Zeiss  binoculars, 
they  too  would  have  been  left  at  home.  Still,  if 
we  do  succeed  in  catching  the  natural  insect  we  put 
the  imitation  on,  but  as  a  general  rule  our  small 
Black  Palmer,  Red  Quill,  or  perhaps  a  Cinnamon 
will  do  the  trick. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gentle  art  of 
fishing  with  the  fly  consists  of  three  parts — first, 
rising,  then  hooking,  and  finally  landing  your  fish. 
In  feuch  a  stream  as  this,  where  the  trout  run 
very  small— two  to  three  ounces  would,  I  daresay, 
be  the  average — it  is  obvious  that  there  can  be  but 
little  skill  in  landing  your  fish,  as  you  simplj'-  pull 
them  out  at  once.  To  hook  such  fish  you  must, 
of  course,  strike  quickly,  and  this  is  a  practice 
quite  rightly  considered  by  anglers  to  be  one 
acquired  with  only  too  fatal  facility.  But  in  rising 
the  fish  considerable  skiU  is  required,  and  it  is  here 
that  the  element  of  sport  comes  in ;  and  the 
shallower  the  water  and  the  brighter  the  day,  the 
greater  are  the  odds  on  the  fish,  and  consequently 
the  better  is  the  sport.  Furthermore,  the  pleasures 
attendant  on  success  are  intensified,  while  failures 
are  more  easily  forgiven,  and  this  will  tend  to  a 
happier  frame  of  mind. 

There  is  one  spot  on  the  stream  which  I  love 
most,  and  one  day  there  it  gives  me  peculiar 
pleasure  to  recall.  The  spot  is  the  mill-pool,  and 
the  day  was  such  a  one  as  I  have  described — a 
glaring  sun  and  not  a  breath  of  wind ;  the  pool 
was  low,  and  the  water  clear  as  crystal.  A 
background  of  rock  on  one  of  the  banks  here 
obviates  the  necessity  of  stalking  your  fish  on  your 
waistcoat,  a  process  which  would  be  singularly 
unpleasant,  as  the  ground  is  abominably  slimy. 

I  had  to  cast  very  lightly,  and  rather  far  out,  i  and 
in  the  course  of  the  morning  caught  five  brace  or 
so,  one  of  them  actually  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
m  weight.  A  passing  rustic  benignly  informed  me 
that  it  would  be  better  to  go  home  than  fish  under 
such  conditions,  and  mightily  was  my  vanity 
tickled  by  the  expression  on  his  face  when  I  showed 
him  my  bag  of  trout. 

I  have  often  fished  this  self-same  pool  when  full 
and  ruffled  by  a  breeze,  and,  using  a  cast  of  two  or 
three  wet  flies,  caught  many  more  fish,  but  have 
never  extracted  half  so  intense  a  pleasure  thereby. 

Where  fish  run  large  I  must  confess  I  do  not 
draw  such  invidious  distinctions  between  the  wet 
and  the  dry,  for  then  you  have  to  land  your  fish, 
and  the  pull  of  a  lusty  trout  sets  all  my  nerves 
a-tingling,  and  is.  to  my  thinking,  far  the  best 
sensation  that  an  angler  can  experience. 

"  What  an  idiot  the  man  must  be  ?  "  may  be  the 
thought  of  the  reader  by  now.  "  Why  don't  he 
try  the  worm  on  his  wretched  little  stream  7  He 
might  catch  something  then." 

Each  man  to  his  taste.  Personally,  I  do  not  care 
for  trouting  with  a  worm.  Let  me  hasten  to  state, 
in  view  of  the  recent  controversy  on  this  subject, 
that  I  know  nothing  of  "clear  water  worm  fishing 
in  north  country  streams,"  and  hxve  never  seen  it 
done,  though  from  photographs  T  have  come  across, 
and  the  descriptions  of  a  Highland  friend,  I  can 
quite  imagine  that  it  really  is  the  fine  art  it  is 
claimed  to  be. 

Conditions,  however,  are  totally  different  in 
Anglesey,  and  I  will  try  to  give  you  an  account 
of  a  friend  of  mine  who  fished  the  stream  with 
me,  he  with  the  worm  and  I  with  the  fly.  He 
"dapped"  his  worm  in  the  opening  between  ths 
weeds :  assuredly  in  that  there  was  no  skill.  This 
was  followed  by  a  terrific  strike,  luckily  his  rod- 
top  was  thick  and  the  fish  were  small,  and  then  by 
the  vision  of  a  troutlet  hurtling  through  the  air  at 
many  miles  an  hour,  and  finally  alighting  in  the 
same  field  or  the  next.  He  caught  considerably 
more  fish  than  I,  but  quitti  failed  to  comprehend 


my  point  of  view  that  a  few  fish  caught  with 
difficulty  were  better  than  many  caught  with  ease. 

"Trouting  in  Anglesey  "  is  the  heading  of  this 
article,  but  my  descriptions  so  far  might  doubtless 
apply  to  many  a  puddle  of  a  stream. 

Still,  the  streams  in  Anglesey  do  Ixjcome  extra- 
ordinarily weedy  and  shallow  in  the  summer,  and 
as  for  cutting  the  weeds  or  deepening  the  stream 
no  one  seems  to  dream  of  doing  it.  One  stream, 
the  Cefni,  is  preserved — you  pay  for  a  licence,  at 
any  rate— and  is  annually  restocked,  and  I  am  also 
told  that  they  cut  the  weeds,  though  where  I  have 
failed  to  discover.  Last  time  I  fished  in  it  an 
angler  told  me  that  some  sewage  or  something  had 
been  complacently  allowed  to  trickle  in  and  kill  the 
fish  ;  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  he  was  mistaken. 

Far  be  it  from  m  ,  however,  to  imply  that  you 
can  only  catch  "tiddlers"  in  Anglesey.  In  the 
Cefni,  for  instance,  there  are  good  fish,  and  I  \vell 
remember  losing  one  of  them,  when  I  was  serving 
ray  apprenticeship  in  the  art  of  fly-fishing,  by 
trying  to  pull  him  out  by  strength  alone.  A  fine 
head  was  upraised  from  the  water,  like  King 
Arthur's  sword  Excalibur,  "  that  rose  from  out  the 
bosom  of  the  lake,"  and  quite  a  fine  sight  it  seemed 
to  me,  when  the  gut  went  at  the  head  of  my  March 
Brown,  and  with  a  wink  the  fish  retired  to  rid 
himself  of  the  hook. 

But  the  lakes  are  imdoubtedly  the  happy  hunting- 
grounds  for  fish,  attracting,  as  they  do,  a  super- 
fluity of  anglers.  In  the  best  of  them  the  trout 
rise  well  to  the  fly,  especially  in  the  evening.  But 
yet  an  area  is  sometimes  discernible,  marked  out 
by  bungs,  which  is  ground-baited  overnight  and 
fished  next  day  with  a  worm  or  wasp-grub  and  a 
float— a  procedure  surely  unpardonable  in  a  lake 
confined  to  trout.  The  ethics  of  sport  are,  in  fact, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  upon  the  very  lowest  level. 
Apparently  a  fundamental  dogma  of  trouting  in 
Anglesey  is  never  to  return  your  fish.  When  asked 
why  he  retains  such  diminutive  trout,  the  sports- 
man facetiously  replies  that  they  are  suited  to  a. 
lady's  appetite,  or  that  "  they'll  do  for  the  cat."  I 
once  saw  a  divine,  who  might  and  should  have  had 
more  Christianity  in  his  composition,  worming  away 
with  the  bottom  of  his  creel  covered  \vith  troutlets 
scarce  larger  than  my  finger. 

Pot-hunting  in  Anglesey  is  almost  as  bad  as  the 
exaggerations  you  hear,  to  put  it  euphemistically  : 
for  every  statement  must  be  taken  with  a  hundred- 
weight of  salt.  To  be  strictly  just,  an  insufficient 
comprehension  of  the  English  tongue  may  partly 
a(5count  for  this.  The  brook  is  a  river,  a  mole-hill 
is  a  mountain,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  advised 
to  try  the  "lake"  a  little  lower  down  the  stream, 
I  found  it  to  be  the  size  of  an  ordinary  dining 
table  !  The  inherent  Celtic  tendency  to  exaggera- 
tion, combined  with  crass  ignorance  veiled  by  an 
appearance  of  wisdom  most  profound,  likewise  help 
to  produce  this  extraordinary  eficct. 

Yet  this  partial  civilisation  of  Anglesey  has  its 
charms  as  well.  Your  garments  may  be  what  you 
please ;  mine,  I  am  sure,  would  give  my  tailor  a 
shock,  but  they  are  quite  smart  for  Anglesey.  Once 
I  even  returned  in  the  train  wearing  a  scarf  and  the 
top  of  my  pyjamas  in  place  of  my  collar  and  shirt, 
which  had  been  drenched  by  a  sudden  immersion 
in  the  stream,  and  one  summer  I  ventured  to  grow 
a  moustache,  which  was,  however,  such  a  failure 
that  I  cut  it  off  and  tried  to  tie  a  fly  with  it, 
thereby  proving  it  to  be  of  no  more  use  than 
ornament.  Incola. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Last  Wednesday  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  took  the 
business  chair,  and  Mr.  Pickup,  to  the  great  pleasure 
of  the  members  present,  resumed  his  secretarial 
seat  after  some  weeks'  absence.  A  letter  from 
Sir  George  Doughty,  M.P.,  a  vice-president  of  the 
society,  was  read,  thanldng  the  members  for  their 
congratulatory  letter  upon  his  re-election  for  Great 
Grimsby,  and  it  was  announced  that  the  usual 
ordinary  meeting  would  be  held  on  Feb.  7,  and 
that  the  14th  would  be  devoted  to  a  smoking 
concert  at  the  society's  rooms,  particulars  of 
which,  and  the  programme  of  the  spring  session, 
will  be  sent  to  members,  with  the  annual  report 
and  audited  accounts,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Tile  negotiations  for  the  formation  of  the  National 
Council  of  Sea  Anglers  were  reported  to  be  pro- 
gressing very  satisfactorily.  Business  being  con- 
cluded, the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Willis, 
who  called  upon  Mr.  Geo.  Read  Clark  to  read  his 
promised  paper  upon  "The. Rights  of  Foreshore." 

Characterising  the  subject  as  one  of  importance 
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and  interest  to  all  sea-fishermen,  whether  sports- 
men or  not,  Mr.  Clark  plunged  at  once  into  a  par- 
ticularly lucid  explanation  of  what  the  rights  of 
the  public  (including  lords  of  manors  and  corporate 
bodies)  were,  for  they  are  based  on  very  ancient 
history,  and  are  at  the  present  time,  having  under- 
gone changes  in  the  course  of  the  centuries.  Very 
ingenuously  he  stated  that  his  facts  did  not  come 
from  his  own  knowledge,  but  had  been  mainly 
derived  from  perusal  and  examination  of  the  books 
of  various  a\ithorities  upon  the  subject, 
f  i  Over  the  British  Seas,  sometimes  called  the  four 
seas,  encompassing  the  coasts  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  the  King  of  England  claims  an 
absolute  dominion  and  ownership  as  lord 
paramount  against  all  the  world.  This  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  England  by  the  common 
law  of  the  realm  acknowledge  as  his  ancient  and 
indisputable  right.  "  The  sea  is  the  King's  proper 
inheritance,  and  he  is  lord  of  the  great  waste," 
both  land  and  water,  writes  a  high  authority. 
This  dominion  extends  over  all  creeks,  arms  of  the 
sea,  havens  and  tide  rivers  as  far  as  the  reach  of  the 
tide  round  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom.  Being 
thus  parts  of  the  sea  and  of  the  King's  dominions 
they  are  liable  to  the  Common  Law  right  of  the 
subject  to  fish  therein. 

Now  the  soil  of  the  sea,  estuaries  and  rivers 
within  the  British  Dominions  remains  in  the  Crown, 
except  in  some  cases  where  it  can  be  proved  to 
have  legally  passed  into  the  hands  of  private 
persons. 

From  Dec.  31,  1866,  the  management  of  these 
rights  of  the  Crown  were  transferred  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  to  the  Board 
of  Trade;  and  with  that  body  it  remains.  The 
exceptions  in  the  Act  which  defines  a  "  foreshore  " 
are  those  of  the  River  Thames  (under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Thames  Conservancy),  of  the  Tees 
(under  the  management  of  the  Tees  Conservancy), 
and  the  foreshore  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham. 
Lord  Hale  in  about  the  year  1700  compares  the 
King's  property  in  the  sea  to  the  manorial  rights 
in  the  common  or  waste  lands  of  the  manor, 
subject,  of  course,  to  certain  rights  of  the  manorial 
tenants.  So  the  King  is  lord,  subject  to  certain 
beneficial  rights  and  privileges  of  fishing,  navigation, 
etc.,  immeraorially  enjoyed  by  his  subjects  by  that 
custom  of  the  realm  which  is  the  Common  Law  of 
the  land. 

The  lecturer  then  entered  at  length  upon  the 
limits  defining  the  foreshore,  and  shortly  put  it 
that  it  includes  only  that  portion  of  the  land 
adjacent  to  the  sea  which  is  alternately  covered 
and  left  dry  by  the  ordinary  flux  and  reflux  of  the 
tides  Lord  Cranworth  had  defined  as  the  medium 
high  tide  between  the  springs  and  the  neaps. 

It  was  then  pointed  out  that  the  Kings  of 
England  have  frequently  made  grants  of  their 
rights  of  owner.ship  in  the  sea-shore,  in  many  cases 
accompanying  the  grant  of  manors  on  the  seashore. 
Then  followed  a  detailed  and  reasoned  explanation 
of  the  public  right  or  "  common  of  piscary  "  claimed 
and  allowed  by  the  common  law  to  the  people  of 
England  based  upon  custom  from  time  immemorial. 

The  difference  between  fishing  with  nets,  hooks, 
and  other  movable  apparatus,  and  that  by  means 
of  weirs,  stakes,  or  fixed  enclosures,  or  fishing 
places  was  defined,  and  the  iniquities  practised  by 
tha  owners  of  the  latter  were  dwelt  upon,  and  an 
opinion  quoted  that  all  fixed  nets  not  legally 
existing  in  1862  are  illegal,  and  any  person  may 
destroy  them.  The  powers  of  corporations  to 
interfere  with  the  use  of  foreshores  were  gone 
into  and  criticised,  and  the,  right  to  assume 
them  called  in  question,  as  nothing  but  a 
Royal  Grant  or  an  Act  of  Parliament  could  ever 
confer  upon  a  local  body  the  right  to  exact 
a  rent  for  the  use  of  a  small  portion  of  the 
foreshore.  Of  course,  only  a  sketch  of  this  ex- 
haustive paper  can  be  given  here,  but  as  Mr. 
Clark  was  induced  by  the  urgent  requests  of  the 
members  to  present  it  to  the  society's  library,  its 
details  are  open  to  members.  H.  P. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

20,408.  Fishing.  Patentee:  R.  Wheatley,  93, 
Spencer-street,  Birmingham.  Fly  hooks  and  tackle 
cases.  Relates  to  spring  clips  used  in  books  and 
boxes  for  holding  salmon  and  trout  flies.  The 
teeth  of  two  combs,  placed  in  proximity,  are  bent 
so  as  to  form  a  series  of  spring  clips  for  the  hooks 
standing  up  from  the  surface  to  which  the  combs 
are  secured.  The  teeth  of  the  comb  may  be  bent 
at  right  angles  to  the  ba?e,  the  hooks  being  secured 
between  the  outstanding  lips  of  the  teeth  of  adjacent 
combs.  Clips  thus  formed  act  as  distance-pieces 
between  the  leaves,  thus  preserving  the  flies  from 
injury. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  t. 

Reports  (to  ensv/re  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hi^li  water  in  llie  Tlianies  at  any  of  the 
following  i>laces,  to  tlie  time  of  high  water  iit  London  Bridge 
given  lielow 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  U>!>  min.  for  Kuw. 

40   ,,    ,,   Putney.  a.i.J'S   ..  Kiclimoud. 

«  ,,  Hammersmith.  ^"*')80  „  „  Twicl<enham. 
50   ,,     ,,    Barnes.  (85    ,,     „  'I'eddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'cloelc  at  Loudon  Hridge, 
it  will  he  high  water  at  Teddiugton  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMK  OF  High  Watek  at  London  Bridok. 

_  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday, 
Sunday, 
M<inday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 


Feb. 


Thursday, 
Friday, 


3    8.21    8.54 

4    9.32    10.12 

5    10.51    11.28 

6    11.59    — 

7   0.29    0.54 


1.17 
2.  0 


1.39 
2.19 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 


Thames. — General  Remabks. — Last  week,  un- 
fortunately for  anglers,  the  river  did  not  clear 
sufficiently  rapidly  for  the  week-end.  But  now  the 
water  is  just  the  right  height  and  colour.  Wo 
require  no  rain,  as  the  stream  is  strong  enough  to 
drive  the  fish  in  to  the  banks,  and  for  many 
months  past  the  river  has  not  presented  such 
a  fishable  appearance.  There  is  no  sport  to 
record,  though  bank  anglers  have  been  taking  roach 
freely.  Next  week  I  intend  to  try  the  Datchet  and 
Wraysbury  district,  and  hope  to  find  the  fish  in 
good  form.  I  notice  that  there  is  a  proposal  before 
the  House  of  Commons  to  construct  across  the 
river,  at  Gravesend,  a  dam,  with  locks  and  weirs. 
This  I  should  say,  whilst  holding  the  river  back  for 
traffic,  may  interfere  with  getting  away  the  heavy 
floods.  On  Feb.  5,  the  K.P.S.  will  hold  a  special 
concert  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  at  Kingston,  to  which 
anglers  and  friends  are  invited.  It  is  to  be  a  special 
night. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge. — The  water  here  is  still  in  good  condition, 
with  stream  and  colour  all  that  can  be  wished  for. 
Some  gentlemen  out  on  Jan.  28  had  several  good 
roach.  Up  above  the  lock  a  jack  of  151b.  was 
picked  up,  killed  by  an  otter. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  water  is  rapidly 
fining  down  to  the  right  colour  for  good  sport,  there 
is  still  too  much  stream  for  successful  chubbing, 
but  should  be  about  the  right  pace  by  the  week-end. 
Have  had  some  fair  bags  of  roach,  but  the  rough 
wind  has  been  all  against  finding  the  big  ones. 
Given  a  few  quiet  days  shall  hope  for  something 
better  to  report  next  week.  A  31b.  barbel  was 
caught  by  a  bank  angler  on  Tuesday. — P.  Brown, 
Fisherman. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterheaoh). — The  glorious 
spring-like  weather  we  have  had  since  my  last 
report  has  tempted  many  anglers,  both  London 
and  locals,  to  try  their  luck  at  the  pike,  when  about 
fifty  fish  up  to  5^1b.  each  have  been  had.  There  is 
a  good  stream  of  water,  and  in  splendid  condition, 
with  plenty  of  live-baits  on  the  spot — dace  and 
roach — at  a  reasonable  price  to  anglers  visiting 
this  water.  The  pike  are  coming  up  stream  fast. 
Free  fishing  with  clean  banks ;  punt  not  required. 
Roach  angling  quiet. — John  O.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bxire  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District).  —  The 
weather  is  abnormally  mild  for  the  time  of 
year,  and  river  in  good  order  after  the  recent  rains, 
consequently  roach  and  perch  will  be  feeding  well. 
Fishing  for  live-bait,  on  Jan.  28,  I  soon  took  forty 
or  so  roach  and  a  small  bream  or  two,  and  could 
have  filled  a  dozen  cans,  I  believe,  as  they  were 
biting  vigorously.  Paternostering  with  dough  paste 
I  found  much  better  than  float  fishing.  Pike  angling 
is  slow — they  seem  very  scarce,  and  the  over-mild 
weather  is  all  against  this  branch  of  angling.  Roach 
are  in  prime  condition,  and  on  a  light  trout  rod  and 
fine  tackle  show  very  pretty  sport,  but,  of  course, 
many  waters  cannot  be  fished  in  this  way.  Perch, 
however,  are  already  beginning  to  show  considerable 
advance  towards  the  spawning  season,  which  this 
year,  if  the  present  unusual  warmth  continues,  will 
be  an  exceptionally  early  one  for  these  fish  and 
pike  partictUarly.  All  our  rivers  have  had  a  good 
wash  out,  and  at  present  anglers  (except  for  pike) 
have  every  reason  to  expect  very  fair  sport  in  the 
Bure.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Dart  Angling  Association  was  held 
this  week.  The  annual  report  stated  that  there 
was  a  slight  increase  in  the  sale  of  tickets.  The 
large  increase  in  the  daily  trout  ticket  was  accounted 
for  owing  to  the  reduction  in  price  made  in  May. 
Forty-one  salmon  were  killed  with  the  rod  and 


line,  and  many  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken. 
Two  events  of  interest  had  occurred  during  the 
year — the  river  had  been  restocked  with  trout,  and 
tho  Association  were  now  renting  the  Hompston 
Net  Fishery.  As  regards  restocking,  1500  yearlings 
had  been  placed  in  the  river  and  500  in  the  Hems, 
and  tho  committee  hoped  this  would  be  done 
annually. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter)^ — In  the  Exe  and 
Canal  some  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been 
caught  at  the  usual  favourite  haunts,  some  good 
takes  having  been  .secured  at  Exwick,  St.  David's, 
and  near  Cowldy  in  the  river,  and  at  Topsham  and 
Countess  Weir  in  the  Canal.  The  salmon  prospects 
are  said  to  be  very  encouraging,  and  excellent 
sport  with  them  and  the  trout  is  anticipated. 
Sea  fishing  has  been  very  slack,  with  the  exception 
of  some  pollack  which  are  now  in  evidence  at 
Exmouth  Pier  and  dock,  the  most  successful  bait 
being  the  locally-made  White  Fly.  Prospects  are 
brighter  for  the  current  week,  when  the  tides  serve 
well  for  the  day  fishing. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Lake 
Coron  opened  for  trout  fishing  on  Feb.  1,  also 
Lake  Maolog,  and  the  Rivers  Crygyll  and  Alaw. 
The  Cefni  and  the  Braint  open  on  Feb.  14,  and  a 
licence  is  reciuired  for  these  two  streams.  The 
weather  has  been  very  mild  throughout  January, 
and  should  February  prove  the  same  fly  fishing  will 
soon  be  in  full  swing. — W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  Stort,  Beane, 
Rib,  and  Mimram  are  at  length  in  good  condition  for 
bottom  fishing.  Since  the  rivers  cleared  and  settled 
down  sport  has  not  been  very  brisk,  but  after  the 
fish  have  been  so  disturbed  this  fact  cannot  be 
wondered  at.  Both  roach,  dace,  and  pike  ought, 
however,  to  be  found  in  a  feeding  humour  by  the 
week-end.  The  21b.  roach  recorded  from  the 
Chingford  district  last  week  is  the  largest  of  its 
kind  taken  from  the  Lea  for  some  time. — Izaak 
Walton. 

lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster  . — Both  streams 
have  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  getting 
into  nice  order  for  grayling  fishing.  Angling  has 
been  quiet  of  late.  Good  sport  is  anticipated 
during  the  coming  week.  The  Pinsley  is  running 
clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  trout  fishing 
season  is  now  upon  us  once  more.  Trout  may  be 
legal! y  taken  on  Feb.  2  in  such  parts  of  the  river 
as  are  not  shut  up  by  private  owners,  and,  if  the 
pre  .ent  mild  weather  continues,  many  devotees  of 
the  fly-rod  will  be  found  by  the  waterside.  To 
start  the  season  with  good-sized  flies  are  to  be 
recommended,  the  Blue  Upright,  February  Red, 
Half  Stone,  and  Silver  Twist,  all  dressed  without 
wings,  being  the  best.  The  river,  at  time  of 
reporting  (Jan.  30),  is  full  but  not  dirty,  the  bottom 
showing  clean  and  golden,  and  several  fish  were 
seen  to  rise  in  the  pubUc  water  here. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  everything  to 
be  desired  for  all  fishing.  Nine  pike  taken  here  on 
Jan.  28,  from  6lb.  up  to  11  Jib.  Plenty  of  good 
roach  from  1  lb.  IJoz.  to  1  lb.  lOJoz.  Anyone  and 
everyone  ought  to  be  well  repaid  for  a  visit  here 
now. — Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  been  a  decided  change  for  the 
better  as  regards  the  weather  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  although  there  are  occasionally  slight  frosts  at 
night  the  temperature  during  the  day  is  very  mild, 
and  now  that  the  snow  has  completely  disappeared 
from  all  the  Welsh  mountains  to  be  seen  from  here, 
anglers  are  again  busy  on  these  rivers,  the  water  in 
all  of  them  being  now  in  very  fair  condition  for 
angling,  and  good  sport  is  being  had  with  the  many 
varieties  of  coarse  fish  to  be  found  in  these  streams, 
but  not  so  many  grayling  are  brought  to  hand  as 
was  the  case  before  the  stormy  weather  set  in. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  was  in 
rather  dirty  condition  on  Jan.  28,  but  still  some 
decent  fish  were  taken.  A  local  angler,  Mr.  W. 
Stelburg,  had  121b.  of  nice  roach,  six  going  over 
the  pound,  and  a  London  angler  nineteen  fish  over 
the  8in.  standard,  three  over  the  pound.  Mr. 
Geo.  Root  had  a  nice  roach  among  others  of 
lib.  6oz.,  and  several  other  fish  up  to  similar 
size.  The  water  is  now  in  splendid  colour  and 
stream  for  all  conditions  of  angling,  and  should  be 
first-class  for  the  week-end.  Some  tench  up  to  21b. 
in  weight  have  been  captured  at  Lamarsh,  and  also 
some  good  roach.  A  few  jack  have  been  captured, 
the  best  I  have  seen,  one  of  51b.,  taken  in  the  deeps 
by  Mr.  Geo.  Root.  Brandlings,  gentles,  or  brown 
paste  should  be  the  best  baits  for  roach. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Hivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Anglers, 
like  the  rivers,  are  resuming  their  normal  state. 
The  Ouse  is  running  high,  but  above  Barcombe  is 
fining  down,  the  lower  portion  at  Lewes  running 
thick  and  highly  coloured.  Several  anglers  were 
out  on  Jan.  28,  and  at  Barcombe  Mills  Mr.  A. 
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Snelgrove  secured  nine  roach  of  from  Jib.  to  l^lb. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Budgen  was  also  successful  with  roach. 
Several  pike-anglers  tried  the  water  from  the  mills 
upward  to  Isfield,  but  fish  were  a  bit  off  feed,  and 
little  was  done.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good 
condition. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  On  Jan.  29  an  angler  up  Burway  water 
landed  a  pike  of  71b.  He  also  landed  some  nice 
chub,  roach  and  three  grayling — close  upon  201b. 
In  the  water  under  Whitcliffe  and  in  the  upper 
waters  there  are  a  great  number  of  pike,  and  good 
sport  is  expected  in  the  coming  week. — T.  Ludlow. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Most  of  our  rivers  have  been  more 
or  less  flooded  almost  daily.  The  Yore,  Wharfe, 
and  Swale  were  bankful  on  Monday ;  they  have 
run  down  considerably  since.  On  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Wharfe,  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  at 
GrassLngton,  Bumsall,  and  Ilkley.  Sport  amongst 
the  grayling  has  not  been  very  encouraging,  owing 
to  high  waters  running.  Sport  in  the  lower  reaches 
last  week-end  was  fairly  good.  In  the  districts  of 
ColUngham  Bridge,  Boston  Spa,  and  Newton  Kyme 
some  very  nice  catches  of  roach,  dace,  and  grayling 
have  been  made.  Since  Monday  a  few  anglers  have 
ventured  out,  but  have  had  to  return  owing  to  the 
river  being  bankful.  Since  then  the  waters  have 
run  down  considerably,  and  some  nice  catches  of 
grayling  have  been  made  at  Woodhall  and  Colling- 
ham  Bridge.  The  River  Derwent  has  been  in  flood, 
but  had  run  down  considerably  on  Jan.  27,  and 
about  half  a  dozen  Leeds  anglers  were  seen  out  in 
the  district  of  Yeddingham  Bridge.  Sport,  on  the 
whole,  was  only  moderate,  but  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley 
landed  a  fine  specimen  Yorkshire  roach  weighing 
21b.  1  joz.,  which  has  been  sent  to  the  depot  for  pre- 
servation. The  River  Nidd  has  been  out  of 
condition  during  the  last  few  days.  Sport  in 
the  lower  reaches  at  Knaresborough,  Ribston, 
Walshford  Bridge,  and  Hunsingore  has  been 
very  poor.  The  first  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  Delegates  was  held  on 
Jan.  25  at  their  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft 
presided.  The  chief  bu-iness  was  the  election  of 
the  various  committees  for  the  year.  Before 
\  oting,  it  was  resolved  that  all  members  serving  in 
committees  should  have  free  parses  to  the  society's 
waters.  For  the  Roundhay  Park  committee  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected : — Messr.s.  T. 
Reynolds  (Burley),  W.  Oliver  (Woodhouse  Carr), 
W.  Hariison  (North  Tavern),  R.  Crabtree  (Holbeck), 
W.  Thornton  (City),  J.  W.  Sellars  (Bradford  Eagle), 
A.  Green  (Spring  Hill),  H.  McDonald  (Robin  Hood), 
I.  Ibbotson  (Iron  Moulders),  F.  Rumble  (Grand 
Theatre),  T.  Robinson  (Coronation),  A.  Miller  (Star 
of  Kirkdtall),  A.  Brayshaw  (Leeds),  W.  Pattison 
(Rock),  P.  M.  Slater  (Lord  Raglan),  W.  Bellhouse 
(Albert),  H.  Byron  (Princess  of  Wales),  A.  Coley 
(Fountain  Head),  H.  Lascelles  and  J.  Wright  (Bur- 
ley  Vale).  The  railway  committee  are  as  follows  : — 
Messrs.  W.  Harrison,  R.  Ramshaw,  T.  Turner,  A. 
Moreton,  G.  Emery,  G.  Midgley,  J.  Wilby  and  J. 
Anderson.  Finance  committee: — Messrs.  G. 
Beekwith  (Myrtle).  W.  Rumble  (Grand  Theatre), 
P.  M.  Slater  (Lord  Raglan),  T.  Allen  (Albion), 
and  M.  Thomas  (Robin  Hood).  The  Prince 
Arthur  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  social 
at  the  Constitutional  Club,  Leeds,  on  Satur- 
day last.  A  good  muster  of  members  and^riends 
attended,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
It  was  considered  the  best  they  have  had.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  weather,  which  is  keeping  very  mild. 
Should  no  more  rain  fall,  prospects  for  the  week- 
end can  be  con.-idered  good.  Most  of  the  grayling 
waters  close  to-day  (Wednesday,  Jan.  31).  On  the 
River  Wharfe  the  Burnsall  and  Ilkley  Club  close 
their  waters.  Grassington  Club  waters  are  open  a 
little  longer.  On  the  Yore,  the  Hawes  and  High 
Abbotside  and  the  Tanfield  Club  close,  but  there  are 
districts  in  between  which  remain  open. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banflfshire).  —In  little  more  than  a 
week  the  rod  and  net  fishing  on  the  River  Deveron 
and  adjacent  coast  opens  for  the  season.  The 
spawning  season,  which  is  now  at  a  close,  has  been 
:  poor  one,  the  number  of  fish  on  the  spawning 
i.cds  having  been  fewer  than  that  of  any  previous 
year  for  some  time.  At  the  close  of  the  fishing  in 
October  la.st  year  the  river  was  in  full  flood,  and 
continued  so  until  the  middle  of  December,  when 
thereafter  the  water  gradually  got  low,  and  has 
continued  so  until  the  present  time.  Consequently, 
[(rospects  for  anglers  are  not  very  bright  on  the 
Deveron  unless  there  be  a  rise  in  the  water,  which 
will  induce  fish  to  ascend.  The  total  number  of 
fish  killed  by  the  rod  last  season  was  the  smallest 
on  record  for  many  years.  It  was  less  than  that  of 
1!»04,  which  season  was  al.so  poor,  the  number  of 
fish  caught  being  less  than  the  half  of  that  of  the 


fishing  of  1903.  The  weather  during  the  winter 
has  been  fairly  good,  and  has  been  freo  of  severe 
frost.  There  has  been  little  appearance  of  disease, 
and  only  about  forty  dead  fish  have  been  seen. 
Trout  fishing  will  commence  on  March  1,  and  the 
fi-hing  on  the  open  water  at  Huntly  a  month  later. 
The  late  Lady  Bridge,  whose  interment  took  place 
in  the  churchyard  at  Wallakirk,  Glass,  Huntly, 
was  a  successful  angler  on  the  Deveron,  as  noted  in 
these  columns.  In  1896  Sir  F.  Bridge  became  the 
tenant  of  the  Corniehaugh  water,  and  here  his 
wife  was  very  successful,  her  best  day  being 
Oct.  4,  1900,  when  she  landed  eight  fish  weighing 
1271b.  Her  best  fish  weighed  351b.  Last  year  she 
moved  higher  up  the  river  to  Cairnborrow,  and 
fished  with  apparently  undiminished  vigour,  for 
after  the  drought  broke  up  she  landed  several 
salmon,  including  fish  of  26 Jib.  and  24lb.  respec- 
tively. Her  casting  was  always  remarkably  neat 
as  well  as  very  powerful. — H.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — On  Jan.  25,  Dr. 
Holden,  London,  landed  a  salmon,  181b.  ;  Mr.  H. 
Horwood,  one,  141b.  On  Jan.  26,  Mr.  S.  H.  Quince, 
one,  171b.  On  Jan.  27,  Dr.  Gemmel,  Preston,  one, 
281b.  On  Jan.  30,  Mr.  W.  H.  MacPherson,  one, 
191b.  On  Jan.  31,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Stirling,  three, 
181b.  101b.  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  Frank  Mappin,  Sheffield, 
one,  251b.  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  MacPherson,  one,  201b.  ; 
Mr.  Goodbun,  London,  one,  191b.  The  loch  has 
not  fished  quite  so  well  this  week  owing  to  the 
stormy  weather  and  heavy  rains. — H.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). —  On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  Jan.  25,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had 
a  salmon  of  15iHb. ;  Captain  Hargreaves,  Wrays- 
bury,  three,  of  221b.,  201b.,  18Jlb.  On  Jan.  26,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  one  of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Rigby, 
Leicester,  three,  of  201b.,  161b.,  151b.  On  Jan.  27, 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one  of  221b.  ;  Colonel  Bulpett, 
Derby,  one  of  18 Jib. ;  and  Mr.  R.  Stewart, 
Fortingall,  one  of  221b.  On  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  one  of  171b.  ;  Colonel  Bulpett,  two,  of  16Jlb. 
and  15jlb. ;  and  Mr.  James  Arnott,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  one  of  14  Jib.  On  Jan.  30,  Captain  Har- 
greaves, one  of  141b. — R.  Stewart. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  Solway  rivers  have 
overflowed  their  banks  this  week  on  account  of  the 
heavy  rainfall.  On  Jan.  30  the  River  Annan  came 
down  in  extra  high  flood,  overflowing  its  banks  in 
the  middle  roaches.  It  is  feared  that  the  spawning 
beds  may  have  been  damaged  and  much  of  the 
spawn  displaced  by  the  flood.  A  goodly  number  of 
late-running  fish  were  noticed  on  the  beds  ten  days 
ago,  and  the  ova  that  was  laid  down  would  probably 
be  injured.  Many  of  the  salmon  that  completed  their 
spawning  a  few  weeks  ago  would  be  carried  seaward 
with  the  fpate  of  Jan.  30.  Angling  opens  on 
Feb.  26,  but  it  is  too  early  to  give  any  reliable  data 
as  to  the  prospects  of  sport  for  the  rods.  The 
winter  has  been  a  very  mild  one,  and  on  the  whole 
favourable  for  salmon  spawning. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been 
very  mild,  but  the  river  has  been  more  or  less  in 
flood,  and  only  a  few  beats  have  been  fish  able, 
consequently  the  sport  reported  is  not  so  good  as 
the  previous  week.  Tlie  following  is  a  note  of  the 
principal  takes  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  30 : — 
Gbandtully  Water. — Dr.  Glaister,  fishing  this 
water  on  Jan.  29,  killed  one  new-run  fish  of  201b. 
FiNDYNATE.  —  Fishing  this  stretch  on  Jan.  29, 
F.  A.  Dubs  landed  one  salmon  of  161b.  Islamouth 
AND  Stobhall. — Mr.  R.  J.  Younger  killed  one 
fish  of  141b.  on  Jan.  24,  one  of  261b.  on  Jan. 
23,  and  two  of  191b.  and  161b.  on  Jan.  30. 
Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  Alex.  Heyder 
landed  one  fish  of  121b.  on  Jan.  29,  and  another  of 
17 Jib.  on  Jan.  30.  Burnmouth  and  Benchill. — 
Fishing  these  two  beats,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  killed 
two  fish  of  8lb.  and  8Jlb.  on  Jan.  24,  and  on  Jan. 
30  one  of  18lb.,  while  Mrs.  Anderson  had  one  of 
201b.,  and  Mis5  Anderson  one  of  14Jlb.  Battleby. 
— Mr.  Coat's  boatman,  fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  24, 
killed  one  fi,sh  of  15Jlb.,  and  another  of  161b.  on 
Jan.  30.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Since  last  report,  two  rods 
fishing  this  river  killed,  on  Jan.  24,  one  fish,  151b., 
on  No.  4  beat ;  on  Jan.  25,  one  fish,  81b.,  on  No.  1 
beat;  on  Jan.  26,  two  fish,  31  lb.  and  161b.,  on  No.  4 
beat,  and  on  No.  6  beat,  one  fish  of  171b.;  on 
Jan.  29,  one  fish,  161b.,  on  No.  4  beat,  and  one  fish, 
8 Jib.,  on  No.  6  beat.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District  — A  number  of  the  rivers 
opened  in  this  district  on  Feb.  1,  the  principal  of 
which  are  the  Lagan,  the  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers, 
and  the  Water  Commissioners'  reservoirs  at  Wood- 
burn,  five  in  number,  and  the  Bush.  The  salmon 
fishing  on  Lord  Macnaghten's  water  of  the  latter 
has  not  been  let  for  this  month,  but  the  March 
fishing  has  been  taken  by  Colonel  Allison,  Belfast. 
The  general  prospects  are  good,  the  weather  being 
soft  and  mild  and  the  rivers  at  a  nice  height.  To- 
day (Saturday)  the  private  water  of  the  Ulster 


Anglers'  Association  will  open  at  the  Old  Water- 
works, Antrim  Road. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  opened 
here  on  Feb.  1.  River  is  on  the  high  side,  but 
in  good  order  on  most  waters,  and  good  sport  is 
expected.  The  upper  proprietors  are  looking  for- 
ward to  increased  sport  this  year  owing  to  the 
recent  alterations  and  improvements  carried  on  by 
the  Board  of  Conservators  on  the  Clondulane  Weir 
fish  pass. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Eillarney  — The  prospects  for  the  angling, 
which  opened  here  on  Feb.  1,  are  fairly  good. 
Salmon  continue  to  come  up  from  the  sea,  and  the 
waters  are  in  good  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  Kiver  ico.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fish- 
ing opened  on  Feb.  1  under  most  favourable  con- 
ditions— weather  and  water  all  that  could  be  wished 
for.  During  the  past  fortnight  there  has  been  a 
heavy  run  of  salmon  over  the  weirs,  so  that  most 
fisheries,  especially  those  on  the  lower  reaches, 
should  be  well  stocked.  The  Board  of  Conservators' 
steam  launch  is  now  running  on  the  tidal  waters 
and  doing  good  work  in  the  suppression  of  illegal 
netting,  quite  a  number  of  nets  having  already 
been  seized. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Arrow  (BoyleK — The  spawning  season 
is  just  ended,  and  a  most  successful  one  it  w€is. 
We  have  never  had  such  a  lot  of  fish  up  the  streams, 
and  the  Lough  Arrow  Fishery  Society  kept  diligent 
watch  all  the  season.  There  was  very  little  poach- 
ing, if  any.  The  society  is  preserving  one  of  the 
best  rivers  from  being  fished  indiscriminately  during 
the  coming  season,  and  are  charging  .5s.  each  rod,  so 
as  to  prevent  small  boys  from  taking  too  many 
with  the  fly  or  worm,  and  returning  all  fish  under 
7in.  Fishing  opened  on  the  lake  on  Feb.  1,  and 
prospects  are  very  good,  and  we  hope  to  have  an 
excellent  season. — G.  A. 

Moy,  Longha  Cons  and  Cnllen  CBallina,  co. 
UaTO). — Angling  on  the  Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen  opened  here  on  Feb.  1,  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
with  bright  prospects  for  the  coming  season.  Tlie 
past  spawning  season  was  a  very  successful  one, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  no  poaching  was  done,  the 
river  being  very  high  all  the  spawning  season. 
The  river  at  present  is  in  grand  order  for  the  fly, 
and  if  it  continues,  some  good  spring  salmon  fishing 
should  be  got.  We  also  expect  some  good  trout 
fishing  on  the  Bunree  river. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Lough  Currane  is  now 
in  fine  angling  order,  and  twelve  or  thirteen  boats 
were  out  on  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1).  Prospects 
are  very  reassuring  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  recent  weather  has 
left  little  to  be  desired,  and  the  water  has  been  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  very  little  sport  has  been 
obtained  either  by  pier  anglers  or  boat  fishermen 
during  the  present  week.  Sprats  were  taken  in 
paying  quantities  until  Jan.  30,  since  which  it  has 
not  paid  the  boatmen  to  wet  their  nets.  Now  and 
again  a  stray  whiting  has  been  captured,  but  the 
main  body  of  them  has  quite  disappeared  from  this 
locality.  The  genial  weather  on  Jan.  26  brought  out 
a  goodly  array  of  pier  anglers,  including  Messrs. 
Harvey,  Webber,  Dowie,  Stock,  Band,  Dicks,  Tress, 
Branscombe,  Philp,  Young  and  Bushnell,  and  three 
ladies,  Mrs.  Hugman,  Mrs.  Dodd,  and  Mrs.  Clapp. 
A  few  dabs  and  codlings  and  one  small  plaice, 
however,  constituted  the  entire  day's  catch.  Ad- 
ditional rodsters  on  Jan.  27  were  Mr.  P.  G.  Grover, 
Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wood;  but,  as 
on  the  preceding  day,  scarcely  anything  was  done 
either  by  daylight  or  during  the  hours  of  evening. 
Mr.  Snowden,  Mr.  Glen,  and  Mr.  Stock  took  a  few 
small  dabs  and  poutings  on  Jan.  28,  but  nothing  in 
the  way  of  lively  sport  was  experienced.  The  pier 
was  again  largely  patronised  on  Jan.  29,  but  the 
day's  results  were  far  from  satisfactory,  though  a 
few  codlings  were  taken.  Jan.  30  again  proved  an 
"  off  day,"  scarcely  a  sizeable  fish  coming  to  hand 
throughout  several  hours,  and  night  fishing  was 
practically  a  failure.  Miss  Winifred  Holt  and 
Mr  Horace  Holt  put  in  an  appearance  on  Jan.  31, 
and  the  morning's  yield  was  practically  nil,  but  in 
the  course  of  the  afternoon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd 
made  a  fair  mixed  bag,  and  several  others  did 
equally  well.  Mr.  Turner,  Capt.  Dicks,  and  Mr. 
Branscombe  essayed  fishing  from  the  shore  near 
No.  2  Battery  on  this  day,  but  only  succeeded  in 
securing  a  few  codlings  and  half  a  dozen  flounders. 
— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — A  rising  barometer  and  a  smooth 
sea  at  present  predict  fine  weather,  and  fishermen 
are  making  best  time  at  their  hands.  Grey  mullet 
are  still  on  the  feed  and  biting  well,  fish  of  21b., 
31b.,  and  41b.  being  caught  at  Turnchapel,  and  each 
rod  averages  a  dozen  or  more.  Mullet  fishermen 
should  note  the  above  because  they  are  a  very 
peculiar  fish  as  regards  their  feeding,  and  may  stop 
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at  any  time.  Sometimes  for  weeks  we  see  them  in 
hundreds,  and  they  will  play  with  the  bait  in  a 
most  tantalising  manner,  but  will  not  take  any  bait, 
try  what  you  like.  School  bass  are  being  caught 
still  in  the  G.W.  Docks,  and  a  dgzon  or  two  to  each 
rod  is  the  average.  Towards  dusk  flatfish  can  be 
taken  on  ledgers  with  small  hooks  to  twisted  gut — 
you  may  get  hold  of  a  conger,  so  you  must  use 
rather  stout  gear.  The  flatfish  run  about  1  lb.  or 
IJlb.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Angling  is  again  in  full  swing  in 
the  harbour  and  from  the  piers.  The  bass  are 
coming  in  shoals,  and  although  they  do  not  run 
very  large,  they  offer  very  good  sport.  The 
Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society  had  a 
competition  last  week  in  the  harbour,  the  first 
prize  being  won  by  Mr.  Fudge  with  121b.  Ooz. 
Pollack  and  small  codling  are  not  so  plentiful, 
altliough  E.  Haggett  has  had  some  fair  takes.  The 
weather  now  is  perfect,  and  the  water  in  good 
condition,  so  that  prospects  for  the  week-end  are 
good. — Chas.  J.  Rus-SELL  (W.A.A.). 


^offings  bg  iSag. 


One  month  is  past,  another  is  begun. 

Since  merry  hells  rang  out  the  dying  year. 
And  buds  of  rarest  green  begin  to  peer 

As  if  impatient  for  a  warmer  sun  ; 
And,  thoujh  the  distant  hills  are  bleak  and  dun. 
The  virgin  snowdrop,  like  a  lambent  fire. 
Pierces  the  cold  earth  with  its  green- streak' d  spire. 

— Hartley  Coleridge. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Gresham 
anglers  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening.  From  the 
report,  which  will  be  referred  to  more  fully  later, 
I  gather  that  the  society  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, that  the  prospects  for  the  trout  season  are 
particularly  rosy,  and  what  with  the  restocking 
and  the  good  head  of  fish  left  over  from  last  season 
good  sport  is  confidently  anticipated. 


Big  Fish  Fight  at  Sea. 

Passengers  of  a  White  Star  liner  from  Liverpool 
recently  witnessed  an  exciting  battle  between  a 
whale,  several  swordfish,  and  a  thrasher  shark.  The 
fight  lasted  more  than  an  hour.  The  combatants 
were  first  sighted  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, says  the  New  York  News.  A  great  disturbance 
was  noticed  in  the  water  dead  ahead  about  a  mile 
from  the  ship.  Just  what  the  trouble  was  was  not 
ascertained  until  the  ship  was  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  scene  of  the  encoimter.  Then  the  passengers 
saw  a  big  whale  beset  by  half  a  dozen  large  sword- 
fish  and  a  monster  thrasher  shark,  the  fiercest  and 
most  voracious  of  his  kind.  The  water  was  being 
lashed  into  foam,  which  was  tinged  with  blood.  It 
was  evident  that  the  fight  had  not  been  in  progress 
long,  as  the  combatants  seemed  to  be  active. 
«  *  *  *  « 

The  whale  was  lashing  the  water  with  his  tail  and 
was  standing  off  his  antagonists,  although  he  was 
greatly  outnumbered.  Several  of  the  swordfish 
would  attract  his  attention  in  front  while  others 
would  steal  around  to  attack  him  broadside.  The 
thrasher's  great  tail  was  busy  flailing  the  whale's 
back  at  every  opportunity.  The  passengers  were 
spellbound  by  the  sight,  and  their  sympathy  was 
with  the  whale.  As  the  battle  continued  the  water 
for  several  hundred  yards  about  was  dyed  a  deep 
red.  The  whale  was  terribly  gashed  in  many  places 
by  the  swordfish,  which  moved  with  incredible 
speed,  and  it  was  only  occasionally  that  the  whale 
was  able  to  strike  with  effect.  Each  time  a  sword- 
fish  was  hit  it  seemed  to  take  no  further  interest  in 
the  battle.  Before  the  ship  was  out  of  sight  the 
thrasher  was  disabled,  a  blow  of  tlie  whale's  tail 
striking  him  full  on  the  head.  One  of  the  passengers, 
who  had  a  strong  pair  of  glasses,  said  he  saw  the 
whale  swim  away,  and  that  the  swordfish  did  not 
follow  him. 


As  a  member  of  that  progressive  and  newly- 
formed  society  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  I  am 
reminded  by  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs  that  a  competition 
will  take  place  on  Sunday  next.  The  venue  is 
Wraysbury,  and  bank  fishing  only.  In  addition  to 
a  handsome  marble  clock,  presented  by  Mr.  Hirsch, 
other  prizes  to  the  value  of  ten  guineas  will  be  com- 
peted for.  I  must  see  what  the  weather  looks  like  on 
Feb.  4,  and  if  the  doctor  will  allow  me  I  shall  try 
for  the  clock. 


^'IsAY,  boy,"  remarked  a  would-be  fisherman, 
"are  there  any  fish  in  this  stream?"  "Yes." 
"  Will  they  bite  ?  "  "None  of  them  ever  bit  me, 
mister  ;  but  you  needn't  to  go  into  the  water  to  fish 
if  you're  afraid  of  them." 


A  CORRESPONDENT  write.s : — "  Dear  Dragnet,  you 
had  a  paragraph  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette 
about  'Irish  bulls.'  Perliaps  you  might  care  to 
add  the  following  to  your  notes  on  these  cattle : 
'  Professor  Mahaffy,  in  dilating  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, said  that  what  chiefly  distinguished  an  Irish 
bull  from  others  of  the  species  was  its  pregnancy  /'  " 


The  octopus  is  a  mean,  ornery-looking  animal 
that  Uves  in  the  seas.  It  consists  of  a  big,  round 
head  and  eight  long  tails  with  warts  on  them.  It 
carries  its  stomach  somewhere  in  its  head,  which  is 
a  great  saving  of  room,  for  the  octopus  does  not 
need  any  brains.  The  octopus  is  sometimes  called 
a  jellyfish,  but  I  do  not  like  that  kind  of  jelly. 
Once  there  was  an  octopus  that  crawled  out  on  the 
beach,  spread  itself  out,  and  dried  up  in  the  sun. 
Some  boys  came  along,  and  they  put  a  hoop  around 
it  and  used  it  for  the  front  wheel  of  a  bicycle. 
An  old  man,  who  had  been  a  purser  on  a  whaling 
ship,  told  me  about  it.  We  can  learn  a  groat  deal 
about  the  works  of  nature  by  talking  to  sailors. 
Lot  us  ever  strive  to  improve  our  minds  and  obey 
the  golden  rule.  The  octopus  has  no  visible  teeth. 
— Benny  in  Baltimore  Sun.  ; 


A  Belfast  correspondent  sends  the  following 
touching  tribute  to — 

Mr.  Alexander  Meenan,  J. P. 
(Vice-President  of  tho  Ulster  Anglers'  Association), 
Died  October  3,  1905. 

Fioiii  early  years  an  angler,  ardent,  keen, 
]5y  lake  and  river  he  wa.s  wont  to  stray. 

And  cast  his  line,  calm,  thoughtful,  and  serene, 
Kroni  dewy  morn  till  closing  of  the  day. 

Beside  some  stream  the  land  that  gave  him  birth 
Cast  his  own  line  of  life  in  early  years, 

Where,  with  rude-fashioned  rod,  perchance,  in  mirth 
He  learned  the  art  among  his  young  compeers. 

How  oft  the  speckled  beauties  of  the  brook 

Ky  tempting  wings  o  erhead  beguiled  to  rise. 

His  skilful  hand  detected,  when  the  hook, 
Struck  hard,  betrayed  the  artificial  tfies. 

How  screamed  his  reel,  as  if  in  wild  delight, 
When  some  big  trout  iti tending  to  resign 

The  contest  keen,  dashed  off  in  sudden  flight, 

And  bent  his  rod  and  fast  reeled  out  the  line. 

How  oft  the  monarch  of  some  stream  or  pond. 
From  deep  retreat  i)eneath  tlie  weeds  or  grass. 

His  form,  familiar,  recognised  beyond, 

And  watched,  in  trembling  fear,  his  shadow  pass  I 

Through  varying  scenes  of  life  still  in  the  van 
To  ripe  old  age  at  many  a  loved  resort, 

And  true  to  life — the  angler  and  the  man — 
He  played  his  part  upon  the  stage  of  sport. 

From  him  no  more,  alas !  the  fish  may  hide. 
Nor  safety  seek  in  depths  of  brook  or  lynn  ; 

His  trusty  rod  has  now  been  laid  aside, 

The  cast  is  slipped,  the  well-worn  line  reeled  in. 

And  silent  now  beneath  the  valley's  clod. 
Revered,  beloved  the  memory  of  his  day. 

To  other  hands  descend  his  line  and  rod  ; 
His  skill  in  art  acquire  it  ye  who  may. 

On  earth  below  his  journeys  all  are  o'er, 
His  virtues  and  his  merits  we  may  tell. 

Wliile  deep  his  angling  friends  the  loss  deplore. 
And  bid  the  brave  and  generous  heart  farewell. 

— "  ORB." 


The  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society, 
which  meets  at  the  Weymouth  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
on  the  Parade,  started  the  year  well  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Jan.  24,  and.  gave  another  proof  that 
Weymouth  is  well  to  the  fore  as  an  all-the-year- 
round  angling  resort.  The  first  of  the  twelve 
longshore  monthly  competitions,  from  7  till  10  p.m., 
in  all  weathers,  for  Councillor  WalHs'  cup  and  the 
society's  gold  medal,  induced  most  of  the  best 
anglers  to  enter,  and  the  majority  of  these  had 
good  sport  with  the  bass.  Mr.  Fudge  took  first 
prize  with  a  weight  of  121b.  9oz. ;  the  second,  Mr. 
F.  Bowles,  71b.  lOoz.  ;  and  the  third,  Mr.  James, 
with  31b.  4oz. 


Delicate  Compliment. 
Many  delicate  compliments  have  been  paid  the 
fair  sex  by  men  subtle  in  speech,  but  here  is  one 
straight  from  the  heart  of  an  illiterate  negro  that  is 
difficult  to  excel.  It  is  recalled  by  the  Rev.  C.  P. 
Smith,  of  Kansas  City,  in  telling  the  story  of  a 
marriage  fee.  "  When  I  was  preaching  at  Walla 
Walla,  Wash.,"  he  said,  "there  was  no  negro 
preacher  in  town,  and  I  was  often  called  upon  to 
perform  a  ceremony  between  negroes.  One  after- 
noon, after  I  had  married  a  young  negro  couple, 
the  groom  asked  the  price  of  the  service.  '  Oh, 
well,  said  I,  '  you  can  pay  me  whatever  you  think 
it  is  worth  to  you.'  The  negro  turned  and  silently 
looked  his  bride  over  from  head  to  foot,  then  slowly 
rolling  up  the  whites  of  his  eyes  to  me,  said: 
'  Lawd,  sah,  you  has  done  ruined  me  for  life ;  you 
has,  for  sure.'  " — Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 


There  is  many  a  sober  word  spoken  in  drink. 


That  Awful  Coiiresi'ondent  Again. 

"Dear  Editor, — Please  tell  me,  do,  is  it 
expensive  yeast  that  makes  the  lovely  amber 
moon  rise  niglitly  in  the  east  ?  And  I  would 
also  like  to  know  who  gave  the  window-pane, 
and  whether  lions  ever  sail  upon  their  raging 
mane  1  And  can  you  name  to  me  the  quay  which 
winds  the  larboard  watch  ?  and  tell  me  why  the 
bobbins  reel,  and  if  the  reel  is  Scotch  ?  And, 
really,  .sir,  it  puzzles  mo  why  our  old  chimney  flue. 
(They  haven't  wings  in  our  street,  so  I'm  not 
avenue.)  And  have  you  ever  known  a  bulldog  sail 
upon  its  bark  ?  What  sort  of  things  do  plants  kill 
when  they  shoot  up  in  the  dark  ?  And  do  men 
e'er  wear  pigeon  cotes  ?  What  songs  do  kettles 
sing  ?  Do  boys  press  button-i  or  pull  ropes  when 
they  make  welkins  ring  ?  And  I  would  give  a  lot 
to  know  if  geese  e'er  use  their  quills  ?  Who  buys 
the  cocks  their  combs,  and  who  pays  all  the  herons' 
bills  ?  And  can  you  tell  me,  sir,  who  wrote  that 
splendid  comet's  tail,  and  if  the  county  cricketers 
are  e'er  let  out  on  bail  ?  And  please  inform  me 
how  a  silly  man  becomes  a  mug,  and  why  a  door's 
sometimes  a-jar  and  not  a  cup  or  jug  7  And  if  a 
man  kills  Time,  dear  Ed.,  please  tell  me,  is  it 
wicked  ?  For  I  would  really  like  to  know. — Sin- 
cerely yours,  A.  Thickhead." — Scraps. 


An  eal  weighing  5Jlb.,  3ft.  5^in.  long,  and  9in.  in 
girth,  was  taken  on  Jan.  26  from  a  pond  at  the 
Brickfield-i,  Colchester,  by  Mr.  E.  Bareham,  of  the 
Rovers'  Angling  Society. 


The  Waterfall. 
Elf  and  sprite  and  pix  and  fairy 

Haunt  the  torrent's  flashing  spray  ; 
I  can  hear  their  twinkling  laughter 

As  it  tumbles  on  its  way. 

See  from  yonder  blackened  boulder. 
Capped  and  creviced,  pears  a  gnomo; 

Nods  and  beckons  me  to  follow 
To  his  pale,  enchanted  home. 

Where  the  sapphires  and  the  rubies, 

Hanging  in  the  vaulted  night. 
Glance  and  glimmer,  dance  and  shimmer, 

With  a  dim,  fantastic  light. 

Hark !  the  rasp  and  clash  of  voices 
Where  the  waters  rush  and  roar  ! 

Hark  !  tho  elfin  pipers  playing 
Where  they  plash  upon  the  shore. 

Tiny  hands  amid  the  ripples 

Beat  applause  and  faintly  gleam  ; 

Light,  mysterious,  mocking  fingers 
Whirl  the  leaf  upon  the  stream. 

Elf  and  sprite  and  pix  and  fairy 
Haunt  the  torrent's  flashing  spray ; 

Ever  sounds  their  tinkling  laughter 
As  it  tumbles  on  its  way. 

— American  Magazine. 


Another  of  those  "  Musical  Evenings  "  for  which 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  are  so  famous  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Feb.  6,  when 
the  medals  and  prizes  will  be  distributed.  The 
annual  general  meeting  is  fixed  for  Feb.  13. 


Punctuality  is  thief  of  time. 


Functions  of  Land  and  Water  Plants. 
Professor  G.  F.  Scott  Elliot,  discoursing  re- 
cently on  the  geographical  functions  of  certain 
water  plants  in  Chili,  laid  emphasis  on  the  impor- 
tant part  played  by  various  plants  in  influencing 
the  struggle  for  supremacy  between  land  and  water 
in  different  parts  of  the  world.  In  detailing  the 
results  of  his  observations  in  South  America, 
Professor  Elliot  gave  an  interesting  description 
of  the  actions  performed  by  a  regular  succession 
of  distinct  groups  of  plants,  each  group  having 
its  own  special  duty  to  perform.  Thus  he  spoke 
of  one  group  as  settlers  on  the  upper  bank,  another 
as  bankfoot  colonisers,  a  third  as  the  marsh- 
filling  series,  which  gradually  change  marshy  to 
firm  ground,  and  so  on.  Plants,  he  said,  will 
establish  themselves  on  an  island  or  f  on  the 
river  bank  summit  above  the  ordinary  level 
of  the  water,  thus  settling  the  shingle,  preventing 
it  from  movement  in  the  next  flood,  and  covering 
it  with  an  entanglement  of  stems  and  branches. 
Sand  and  floating  material  must  be  intercepted  by 
such  a  thicket,  and  gradually  the  deposit  of  sand 
and  mud  will  raise  the  island  above  the  flood  level. 
Thus  a  riverside  wood  is  built  up  which  resists 
encroachment  by  the  stream,  and  represents  so 
much  new  land.  Professor  EUiot  suggested  that  it 
was  by  such  slow  but  gigantic  processes  that  the 
vast  grass  plains  known  as  the  Pampas  were 
formed.  Dragnet. 
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pFovifleial  flfigling  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  to  have  another  Trades  Exhibition  at 
Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  which  will  open  at  the 
end  of  March  and  remain  open  until  June.  Mr.  G. 
Stanley,  the  respected  manager,  has  informed  the 
committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
that  he  is  desirous  of  having  another  display  of 
preserved  fish,  and  that  he  will  give  £30  for  prizes 
and  a  silver  cup.  The  committee  of  the  B.D.U.A.A. 
will  be  asked  to  arrange  the  prize  list  and  the 
awarding  of  the  cup.  More  space  will  be  given  this 
year,  so  that  the  cases  may  be  seen  to  better 
advantage.  Messrs.  T.  Coles  and  J.  Rabone 
will  be  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  and  with 
the  help  of  the  clubs  they  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  display  will  excel  all  previous 
efforts.  Special  terms  will  also  be  made  to  the  clubs 
and  exhibitors  in  order  to  make  the  show  a  success. 
At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial 
Association  held  last  week,  it  was  announced  that 
Lord  Lichfield  had  taken  steps  to  secure  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  certain  persons  from  disputing  his 
manorial  rights  in  respect  to  his  Trent  fishery  ;  by 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  vexed  question  at  and 
near  to  Alrewas  will  be  settled  before  long.  The 
above  association  are  open  to  accept  new  members, 
subscription  three  guineas  per  annum.  They  have 
s  grand  stretch  of  the  Trent  at  Alrewas,  which 
is  under  the  supervision  of  a  special  water-bailiff. 
Last  week  I  mentioned  that  Mr.  T.  Coles  would  still 
continue  his  series  of  lectures  in  aid  of  the  Birming- 
ham A.B.S.  With  this  in  view  Mr.  James  Lancaster 
has  kindly  lent  him  a  large  number  of  lantern-slides. 
The  Aston  Britaimia  Society  are  making  rapid 
strides  with  their  new  scheme,  and  their  members 
during  the  past  week  have  been  doing  well  with  the 
roach  on  their  private  pools.  All  our  local  pools 
and  reservoirs  are  now  in  good  order,  and  sport  all 
round  has  been  good. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  little  or  no  rain  for  several  days 
past,  and  visitors  to  the  Fenland  waters  have 
enjoyed  excellent  sport.  The  mild  weather,  too, 
has  greatly  favoured  >  the  operations  of  roach 
anglers.  The  Bardney  district  has  shared  the 
principal  attraction,  and  not  without  good  reason, 
for  if  ever  river  yielded  well  when  a  big  water 
predominates  it  is  the  Witham  at  the  resof  t  men- 
tioned. Some  of  the  best  roach  seen  this  season 
have  been  creeled  there  during  the  past  few  days. 
There  have  also  been  several  tidy  lots  of  the  same 
species,  besides  a  few  heavy  perch,  landed  in  the 
Chapel  Hill  district,  near  to  the  confluence  of  the 
Sleaford  Canal.  Most  of  the  best  fish  have  been 
killed  at  the  drain-ends,  and  the  worm  has  proved 
the  most  seductive  bait.  Some  very  nice  baskets 
of  roach  have  al?o  been  made  on  the  Forty-foot, 
and  fish  weighing  up  to  Ijlb.  have  been  freely 
taken.  Although  the  waters  have  recovererl  some- 
what, pike  are  very  inactive,  and  there  is  little  to 
enumerate  in  this  branch  of  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  both  in  the  River 
Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal,  amongst  the  success- 
ful anglers  being  Messrs.  Ashton,  Cheeseman,  Crow, 
Dunbar,  and  Ledger.  The  waters  are  in  fairly  good 
trim,  and  nice  fish  are  being  picked  up  here,  and  in  the 
lower  waters  at  Figham,  Wawne  and  Dunswell,  roach 
up  to  1  lb.  each  have  been  secured.  A  few  nice-sizsd 
pike  have  bfen  taken  on  some  of  the  tributaries. 
The  Market  Weigh  ton  Canal  is  in  nice  order.  Mr. 
J.  C.  Lightowler,  fishing  the  lake  at  Burton  Con- 
stable recently,  caught  two  nice  pike  weighing 
respectively  24 ^Ib.  and  2r,^\h.  each.  The  North 
My  ton  Angling  A-sociation  field  their  annual  meet- 
ing at  their  new  club  house,  and  elected  their 
executive  for  liJOfi,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  being  elected 

■  the  presidential  chair,  Mr.  Tom  Jevons  to  the 
:e-chair,  Mr.  Barlow  treasurer,  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Ilarker  hon.  secretary. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  is  in  very  good  trim  for  this  time  of  the 
•  ear,  and  some  fair  coar.'o  fishing  is  mentioned  in 

porta.  Anglers  in  Warrington  have  hardly  got 
-  -  or  the  holidays  and  elections,  but  still  have  found 
time  for  sorne  useful  stocking  operations  and  their 
usual  dinners,  etc.  At  Liverpool  the  boom  in  ang- 
ling is  still  a  leading  feature,  and  at  the  week-end 
plenty  turn  out  in  search  of  sport.  County  rods  in 
North  Wales  and  York-hiro  and  a  few  at  Chester 
have  not  done  particularly  well.  Reports  of  pike 
fishing  are  very  mediocre,  and  a  clioap  rod  is  blamed 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  adjourned  open  board  meeting  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fisliery  was  held  in  this  city  on 
Jan.  27.  Illness  prevented  the  lessees  from  attend- 
ing, but  Mr.  R.  Ramsbpttom,  a  moriibor  of  the 
board,  presided  over  a  fair  number  of  delegates, 
etc.  The  principle  of  admitting  clubs  joining  in  a 
body  at  a  reduced  price,  and  with  the  right 
of  a  seat  on  the  consultation  board,  was  ap- 
proved. Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness  was  mentioned  as 
the  probable  chairman,  and  Mr.  F.  Lawley  as 
secretary,  both  names  being  received  with 
applause.  There  is  to  be  a  new  move  in  this  city 
for  the  benefit  of  anglers,  and  clubs  wishing  to  be 
represented  at  the  first  meeting  should  send  their 
secretary's  name  to  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market- 
street.  The  Sherwood  and  Shakespero  Angling 
Societies  send  encouraging  reports  of  their  prospects 
for  1906. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  an  agreeable  change  in  the  state 
of  the  weather,  and  since  Jan.  27  the  Trent  has 
run  down  quickly,  the  water  also  improving  in 
clearness.  Many  pike  anglers  have  frequented  the 
various  back-waters,  but  the  fish  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  run  so  freely  as  could  have 
been  desired.  The  live-bait  was  chiefly  relied 
upon,  and  just  now  bait  is  in  great  demand. 
Mr.  Moyes,  of  the  City  "Wellington  Society,  took 
four  or  five  pike  on  the  Shardlow  waters  on  Jan. 
27,  and  fish  have  since  been  caught  at  Kelham, 
Staythorpe,  Hazleford  (on  the  island),  Shelford, 
Weston  Cliff  pool  and  basin,  and  in  the  still  parts 
of  the  river  above  our  City  Bridge.  Here,  in  the 
early  portion  of  the  day,  Mr.  C.  Mottaram  has  done 
very  well  indeed,  though  none  of  the  quarry  landed 
were  on  the  big  side.  Coarse  fish  have  been  tempted 
with  worm  and  gentles,  and  whilst  the  heavy 
volume  of  water  remained,  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks  and 
friend  brought:  o&  an  exceptional  catch  of  roach 
and  chub  on  the  Fiskerton  section.  One  of  the 
latter  weighed  31b.  6oz.,  and  the  whole  fell  to  the 
attractions  of  the  brandling  worm,  used  in  "  stret- 
ting  "  fashion.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  some  big 
chub  were  got  at  Wilford  (osier  bed  opposite  the 
Public  Baths)  with  greaves.  A  few  large  bream 
and  sundry  small  fish  have  been  secured  in  Trent 
pool,  near  the  City  Bridge. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  fining  down  nicely,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  week  will  be  in  good  fishing  trim.  The 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  had 
their  annual  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  in  the  chair.  The 
secretary  presented  the  report  and  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  the  association  to  be  free  from  debt, 
and  with  the  increased  membership  the  prospect 
for  the  coming  year  was  good.  The  balance-sheet 
was  passed  unanimously.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  was 
re-elected  president.  Mr.  A.  Glover  vice-president, 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield  secretary,  and  Mr.  T.  Prosser 
treasurer.  Mr.  W.  Bridges  was  also  re-elected 
auditor,  and  Messrs.  Bridges,  Hulme,  Bowen,  Cole, 
Hill,  and  Stubbs  as  the  sub-committee.  Mr.  J. 
Bowen  brought  before  the  meeting  a  motion  to 
alter  Rule  8,  and  substitute  measurement  for 
weight,  and  so  do  away  with  the  3oz.  limit,  which 
applied  to  all  fish  weighed  in  with  the  exception 
of  trout,  which  is  4oz.,  and  thereby  prevent  under- 
sized fish  being  brought  away  from  the  water. 
The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Foss  has  lately  yielded  enjoyable  sport  just 
outside  York.  Coarse  fishers  who  went  out  on 
Friday,  Jan.  26,  did  fairly  well  among  the  roach  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  river.  Mr.  Anderson  and 
Mr.  Morgan  secured  nice  baskets  of  fish.  The  state 
of  the  water  was  satisfactory  after  the  rains.  A 
number  of  pike  have  also  been  taken  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Foss,  Mr.  Wright  hooking  a  fine  pair 
with  live-bait.  The  Pocklington  Canal  has  afforded 
good  sport  to  pike  fishers  from  York.  Mr.  Broadley 
caught,  with  gudgeon,  a  21-pounder,  which,  on 
being  opened,  was  found  to  contain  a  bream  of  31b 
weight.  W.  Smith,  of  Skeldergate,  York,  has  lately 
had  good  kills  of  pike,  ranging  in  weight  from  81b. 
to  Kilb.  In  the  middle  of  this  week  the  River  Ouse 
was  in  good  trim  for  angling.  The  York  and  Dis- 
trict Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have  fixed  the 
standard  size  at  which  fish  may  bo  taken  from 
their  waters,  and  those  below  the  following  sizes 
must  be  returned  to  the  waters:  Barbel,  12in. ; 
bream  (carp),  9in.  ;  ditto  (silver),  6in.  ;  chub,  9in.  ; 
dace,  7in.  ;  grayling,  9in. ;  perch,  6in. ;  pike,  20in.  ; 
roach,  (iin. ;  tench.  Din. ;  trout,  9in.  All  fish,  except 
trout,  grayling,  and  dace,  may  be  taken  at  any  size 
from  Hasthwaite  Beck. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

By  tho  timo  those  lines  are  in  print,  very  pro- 
"fWjably* ''inaiiy- fine  fish  will  bo -landed  on  those 


waters  where  angling  opened  on  Feb.  1.  On  Lough 
Currane  (Watorford,  eo.  Kerry)  waters  in  Ireland  a 
fleet  of  some  thirteen  boats  will  go  out  on  the  open- 
ing day,  and  all  are  hopeful  of  at  least  a  fair 
measure  of  success.  At  present  tho  outlook  is 
bright  all  round.  Sea  fishing  is  still  in  abeyance 
everywhere,  and  nothing  worth  recording.  Already 
at  some  stations  preparations  are  being  made  for 
the  spring  mackerel  fishing  in  the  counties  of  Cork 
and  Kerry. 

North  of  iREr-AND. 
Tho  first  instalment  of  waters  opened  in  the 
'Black  North"  on  Feb.  1.  The  weather,  for  a 
wonder,  is  very  mild  for  the  time  of  year,  and  on 
such  early  salmon  rivers  as  the  Bush  and  Lennon 
good  sport  may  be  confidently  anticipated, 
the  late  floods  having  stocked  them.  The 
sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association,  Belfast,  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Jan.  2.5,  Mr.  .James  Megannity,  vice-president,  in 
the  chair,  in  tho  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  W.  T. 
Braithwaite,  president.  The  secretary's  report  was 
a  sati -factory  document  in  many  ways.  It  showed 
that  the  offer  of  a  reward  for  the  detection  of 
poaching  on  certain  rivers  had  had  a  beneficial 
effect,  but  that  correspondence  with  Dublin 
Castle  and  the  police  authorities  with  regard  to 
police  protection  for  certain  rivers  had  resulted  in 
nothing  advantageous.  The  treasurer's  report 
showed  a  good  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  a^-so- 
ciation.  Tfie  following  officers  were  elected  : — Mr. 
W.  T.  Braithwaite,  president ;  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor, 
secretary ;  Mr.  William  M'Stay,  treasurer.  The 
vice-presidents  and  committee  were  re-elected. 

East  and  We.st  of  Ireland. 
Amongst  the  rivers  which  opened  on  Feb.  I  were 
the  Shannon,  Liffey,  the  reservoirs  of  Dublin  Cor- 
poration, Suir,  Barrow,  Backwater,  the  rivers  of 
the  Cork  division  of  the  Cork  District,  the  rivers  of 
Skibbereen  District,  the  Corrib,  Oughterard,  Spiddal, 
Crumlin,  Lough  Corrib,  Lough  Mask,  and  the 
numerous  waters  of  the  Connemara  District.  The 
recent  freshets  have  left  the  majority  in  good  order. 


JlssociaUons,  etc. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Our  meeting  on  Jan.  24  was  under  the  genial 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  Barnes.  Nothing  of  any 
special  account  was  on  the  agenda  beyond  the  usual 
routine  business,  but  arrangements  for  the  concert 
on  Feb.  8  were  discussed.  The  river  at  Harefield 
has  gone  down  to  its  normal  condition.  Mr.  Rodbur 
had  three  jack  on  Jan.  28,  Mr.  Yarham  had  twelve 
jack  and  three  perch.  Dr.  Moore  five  perch,  Mr. 
Norman  jack  and  perch,  Mr.  Cracknell  roach  and 
perch  (best,  1  lb.  3oz.),  Mr.  Gobell  roach  and  dace, 
and  Mr.  Funnell  perch,  but  nothing  of  any  par- 
ticular size  was  taken.  Messrs.  Gobell,  Metz, 
Moore,  and  Wood  Barrett  qualified  for  the  final 
round  for  the  club  cup.  Messrs.  Barnes  and 
Bainton  also  had  a  few  nice  roach  and  dace  from  a 
certain  part  of  the  Colne.  Mr.  Metz  reports  that 
he  took  about  seven  dozen  dace,  roach,  and  bream 
at  Sunbury  on  Jan.  26,  and  a  dozen  bream  (best, 
2 Jib.)  at  Twickenham  on  Jan.  27.  I  hope  members 
will  use  their  best  endeavours  to  attend  on  Feb.  8, 

at  8. 30  p.m.,  when  visitors  are  cordially  invited  

E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday 
last — when  Mr.  R.  Harris  presided — fishing  reports 
were  again  somewhat  discouraging;  however,  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert  showed  a  nice  tray  of  dace  and  roach 
taken  at  Cookham,  whilst  good  roach  of  over  l^lb. 
had  been  secured  by  Mr.  Frost  at  the  Wraysbury 
water  of  the  society.  Mr.  John  W'arne — so  uniform!  v 
successful — had  been  only  fortunate  enough  to  take 
eels,  which  satisfaction,  however,  had  been  denied 
to  Messrs.  Loneon,  Mcintosh,  and  Salisbury,  who, 
fishing  in  various  districts,  reported  negative  results. 
A  new  work  on  "  Practical  Fishing,"  by  the  "Trent 
Otter,"  was  presented  to  the  C.L.P.S.  library  by 
tfie  author,  who  was  Bwarded  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  very  welcome  gift.  The  event  of  the 
evening  was  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  the  hon. 
curator,  Mr.  John  Hurren,  on  the  angling  results 
of  the  past  year ;  as  usual,  Mr.  Hurren's  paper  was 
very  interesting — the  carefully  tabulated  records  of 
the  best  fish  in  each  class  being  enlivened  by  many 
funny  anecdotes  and  curious  bits  of  information. 
After  appreciative  comment  and  discussion — especi- 
ally upon  the  subject  of  otters — a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  author,  wi^es  being 
expressed  that  the  society  might  have  the  pleasure 
for  many  years  of  hearing  a  similar  paper  as  each 
twelve  months  .expired.  The  usual  C.L.PrS.  toasf 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
tho  proceedings.  Ou  Tuosda^  next,  Feb.  6,  members 
are  romindod  that  there?  will  bo  held  a  "  mtisical 
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"W.H.V."  FLUID  DUBBIN 


TROUT  FISHING 

TO  I^ET. 

Half  mile,  near  Audover,  Hants,  with  six 
room  Cottage  if  required.  Rent:  £20 
Fishing,  and  £10  Cottage. — Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


TROUT  FISHING 

FOR  SALE. 

About  2,000  yards,  near  Andover,  Hants, 
■with  House,  Mill,  and  15  acres  Water 
Meadows.  Price  £2,250. — Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


.  .  TO  .  . 

Anglers  and  Tourists. 

TO  LET 

For  the  Season  or  part  of  the  Season  1906 

A  \'ERY  Desirable 
WELL-FURNISHED 

Detached  Family  Residence, 

C(l5II'KISIN(i 

seven  bedrooms,  sitting,  diniiit;,  and  drawing 
rooms,  two  gardens,  stabling,  coach-house,  and 
the  usnal  domestic  ollices  ;  gc)od  .■sanitation.  Tlie 
house  is  situated  in  the  iiretty  village  of 

Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland, 

on  the  eastern  shore.s  of  Lough  Melvin,  the 
latter  abounding  with  .Salmon,  Gillaioo  (a  rare 
species  I'f  trout  not  found  in  many  waters),  and 
tlie  whole  vicinity  is  surrounded  with  monntain, 
river  and  lake  scenery  of  unsurpassed  beauty. 
All  ideal  spot  for  the  tourist  or  sportsman  with 
eiiher  rod  or  gun.    'I'erms  niodc^rate. 
l"or  terms  and  particulars  apply  to 
Mrs.  P.  TIMONEY, 
Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland  ; 

AND 

The  Round  House,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 


The  Celebrated  .  .  . 

T    T  BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  I«usury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 

Delicious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Meat,  or  Cheese. 
Kccommciidcd  by  Editor  of  Finking  Gazelle 
and  )iy  many  other  .Tonruals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (postf'ce)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/5. 
Sole  Makers:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
DOUQX.AS,  ISLE  or  MAN. 

ABERDEEN  DEE. 

Two  miles  o.\(rlusive  right  on  loft 
bank  of  well  known  section  to  be  Let 
for  IMarch.    Hotel  handy.  £00. 

CASSLEY. 

One  mile,  l)oth  banks,  exclusive  right 
f  jr  IMarch.    ( '.ood  lo(lgings.  .£25. 

44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


A  RIYER  IN  NORWAY. 

This  book,  by  Chas.  Thomas-Stankoud, 
I'lsq.,  graphically  describes  the  Kivor 
Gaula  in  Sondfjord,  where  the 

FISHING  IS  TO  LET 

from  Juno  15  to  August  15, 190G,  together 
with  a  good  RIOSIDENCK  containing 
8  rooms.  Easily  reached  from  Bergen 
by  passenger  boats  several  times  weekly. 

Apply— WILSON   &  ARMSTRONG, 

7,  Side,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Salmon  Fishings 

ON 

RIVER  SPEY. 


ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to — 
Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


To  be  Soid  or  Let. 


Small  Freehold  Estate 

ON    WELSH  I>EE. 

-About  1  mile  of  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Coarse  Fishing,  also  Shooting.  Ten- 
roomed  Furnished  Villa,  Stabling  and 
Boating.    Apply — 

PERKS   &  LANNING, 

13,  Waterloo  Place,  Pall  Mall,  London. 

To  Fishing  Tacit  I e 
iVianufacturers. 

Fly  Dressing  Feathers,  Foreign  Bird 
Skins,  Quills,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality 
supplied  to  the  Trade  only  in  large  or 
small  quantities. 


Mrs.  J.  C.TILLYARD, 

lOr  Bartholomew  Close, 
London,  E.C, 

THEATRES. 

rvRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
-L'     Managing  Director.  Arthur  Collins. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  V.  C.  Burnand,  .1.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter  Passniore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  .Tohnnie  Danvers,  Arthur  Con- 
quest, Qneenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  colilest  weather, 
nie  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 

HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OK  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  .Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brough,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boncicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


Snrplns  Library  Books 
and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRIQES 

The  FEBRUARY  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  8.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,  skilled   or    unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling:  flow  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Co.xon  "Aerial"  Iteels 
(patent)  stand  absolulcly  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Hknry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

GLUE  YOUR  EYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  ICdition  of 
"HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT 
AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 

By  H.  ( McClelland  (Fully  Illustrated), 
is  now  ready,  and  can  be  had,  hy  sending 
2/4  in  stamps,  from  the  Man.4lGeu,  FishiiKj 
Gaicltc,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London. 

ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
President:  H.K.H.  The  Duke  of  t'onnaught,  K.G. 

ROY  A  L  A  LB  E  RT  H  A  LL. 

ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  28,  1906, 

AT  EIGHT  OXLOCK. 

GOUNOD'S 

REDEMPTION 

MISS  AGNES  HICHOLLS. 
MISS  EDITH  PATCHING. 
MISS  ALICE  LAKIN. 
MR.   JOHN  COATES. 
MR.  OAN  PRICE. 
MR.  FREDERICK  RANALOW. 
BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d. ;  Arena,  6*.  ;  Boxes,  £1  lis.  6(f. 
to  £3  as.  Balcony,  Reserved  rows  1  to  4),  5s.  ; 
Unreserverl  (rows  5  to  8),  4s.  GAILEKY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.  Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 

TO    BE  LET, 

Very  Good 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Bavaria,  near  Nuremberg  and  Beyrouth  ; 
English  references  ;  Moderate  Terms. — 
INIes.  Wimpfheimeb,  7,  Greenoroft  Gar- 
dens, Hampstead,  N.W. 

SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 
RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FRERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

Oil  rei'iMpt  of  .Stamps  or  X'ostal  Or<ler,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 

for  Qd.,  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  I  2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  nianniflceiii  e,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

—  having  no  eipial. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Kly  DressiiiK  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMACH,  IRELAND. 

Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination,  required. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

V.  .T.  LEE-SMITH,  Mamging  Directur, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 

Thk  casualty  Insurance  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  sli.ill  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
l)y  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  i)assenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  (piestion  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  tlie  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  noiice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed    

Addreiiti  

Tlie  due  fulfilment  of  this  insarance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Liniitud , 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALTY 
INSCRANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  puipose  of  Registration. 


Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOtILD  ADVEBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

AddreM:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


versus  "MARS"  OIL. 
IMPORTANT  TO  ANGLERS. 


Special  j|;^,.;°^'^»r 


This  lireparatioii  of  English 
ManufactMre  is  similar  in  many 
respects  to  Mars  Oil  ;  viz.,  penetrates 
the  hardest  leather  by  its  own  action  ; 
is  aiitise|itic  and  lasting;  prevents 
mould  and  fungoid  growths,  will  ctl'ec- 
tively  lesist  snow,  sleet,  and  water, 
leaves  no  greasy  surface  to  soil  clotli- 
e:  ;  is  excellent  for  harness  and  all 
leather  goods. 

Ajiplied  thinly  to  undressed  flax, 
silk,  hemp  or  cord  lines,  will  preserve 
and  waterproof  them  better  than  cate- 
chu, tar,  or  tanning,  and  keeps  them 
supiile  in  hard  weather  ;  is  strongly 
objectionable  to  liiting  and  stinging 
insects  in  grass,  ttubbles,  and  banks 
f  rivers. 

Applied  by  a  brush,  rag,  or  the 
finger— .t-pint  tins,  ;  i-pint  tins, 
l.v.    Screw  caps. 

Samples,  8(J.  and  'Ml.,  post  free  ;  of 
leading  Bootmakers,  also  Spiers  A- 
Pond'.s" Stores ;  Hare  &  Co.,  Devon 
Stores,  Exeter  ;  Hebden  it  Co.,  Market 
St.,  Brighton  ;  Aiinall  &  Co.,  Spiin;;- 
bank,  Hull ;  Pari  ish  *  Sons,  !»4,  Cliurcli 
Street,  Paddington,  \V. 

WnoLKSALK  Agknts  : 
E.  Ponton  &  Son,  Ullatliorne  it  Co., 
Carter  &  Sons,  Lt<l.  -or  from  the 
Manufacturer,  W.  H.  Vickerman,  10, 
Basinghall  Street,  Loudon,  E.C. 


Ciil  this  out  for  your  Bootmaker. 


February  3,  190G 
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evening."  when,  as  customary,  visitors  will  ho 
cordially  welcomed.  The  medals  and  prizes  already 
awarded  will  al^o  be  presented,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  a  large  attendance. — Hon.  Skc. 

GsESHAM  Angling  Society. 

Mr  J.  A.  Telfer  ably  presided  over  the  annual 
general  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  report  were  adopted.  Lord  G.  Hamilton 
was  re-elected  president;  Sir  E.  Birkbetk.  Major 
the  Hon.  E.  R.  Bourke,  and  Mr.  R.  B  Marston, 
together  with  Mr.  M.  Davies,  vice-presidents.  All 
the  former  hon.  members  were  re-elected,  and  the 
names  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Fourmy  and  Mr.  VV.  Marshall 
added  to  the  list.  Owing  to  Mr.  Marshall's  resigna- 
tion of  the  office  of  hon.  treasurer,  the  vacancy  was 
filled  by  Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham.  To  the  very  great 
regret  of  the  society,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  has  resigned 
his  curatorship  owing  to  ill-health,  and  these  duties 
will  in  future  be  performed  by  I\Ir.  C.  L.  Gill. 
The  offices  of  hon.  librarian  and  hon.  secretary  are 
filled  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Turner  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred 
repectively  as  heretofore.  Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray  and 
J.  B.  Close  were  re-elected  as  delegates  to  the 
Anglers'  Association.  The  following  is  a  complete 
list  of  the  committee  for  the  current  year  :— Messrs. 
Baker,  Chasteney,  Connellan,  F.  A.  Gray,  F.  R. 
Gray,  Hayward,  Salmond,  Thonger,  and  R..  G. 
Woodruff.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  as  in 
previoas  years  the  utmost  good  feeling  prevailed, 
and  expression  was  given  to  the  determination  to 
uphold  the  best  traditions  of  the  society,  and 
ensure  the  Gresham  a  foremost  place  among  angling 
clubs.  Mr.  M.  Davies  presided  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  which  followed,  but  very  little  business 
awaited  it.  ^Ir.  Zerfass  was  again  out  after  the 
pike,  but  though  he  succeeded  in  taking  a  good 
number  most  of  them  were  returned  ;  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff  took  over  six  score  of  roach,  but  retained 
half  a  dozen,  though  many  of  them  were  well  over 
the  Gresham  limit ;  Mr.  Salmond  had  roach  up  to 
1  lb.  3oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Gill  had  a  few  nice  fish.  There 
will  be  a  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next  at 
seven  prompt.  The  adjourned  special  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Feb.  13,  not  Feb.  6. — • 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

The  meeting  on  Jan.  31  proved  another  of  our 
instructive  evenings.  Mr.  Harold  Dunn  gave  away 
quite  a  host  of  useful  tip^  about  tackle  and  in- 
formation on  the  art  of  rod  building.  He  also  gave 
practical  illustration  of  cast  tying,  rod  splicing, 
and  line  dressing  ;  in  fact,  proved  quite  an  angling 
encyclopsedia,  always  ready  for  reference  when 
some  doubtful  point  required  elucidation.  Mr.  G. 
Westrup  has  taken  a  nice  mixed  ba-ket  of  roach, 
dace,  perch,  and  chub  ;  be^t  fish,  roach,  1  lb.  9Joz. 
and  I  lb.  8Joz.,  perch  1  lb.  8oz.,  and  dace  Soz.  Mr. 
A.  Ellis  Forbes  has  also  recorded  a  good  take  of 
roach,  including  a  couple  of  specimens  of  I  lb.  l2^oz. 
and  1  lb.  lOJoz.  Members  should  note  that  the  last 
club  outing  of  this  season  takes  place  on  Feb.  10 
and  11. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  last  meeting.  Our 
next  social  evening  takes  place  on  Feb.  20.  The 
following  gentlemen  have  weighed  in :  Messrs. 
Berry,  T.  Stone, -A.  Hill,  T.  Lewis,  and  Radburn. 
— Sec.,  pro  tern. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  president,  in  the  chair.  Tiie  balance-sheet 
and  report  for  1905  were  read  and  adopted.  The 
latter  mentioned  that  both  the  Grannom  and 
May  Fly  rises  at  Newbury  were  faiilures.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  Lambourn  had  yielded  excellent 
sport  during  the  whole  of  the  season.  The  Kennet, 
however,  had  not  experienced  the  same  good 
fortune,  for  here  poor  results  had  been  attamed. 
The  Uxbridge  water  had  not  given  such  satisfactory 
returns  as  in  former  seasons  so  far  as  coarse  fish 
were  concerned,  the  water  being  very  low  at  times 
and  the  fish  very  shy  in  con.sequonce.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  was  thanked  for  having  invented  and 
allowed  the  society  to  use  a  new  pattern  dredgar 
for  mudding  the  Lambourn,  therdby  saving  the 
society  a  considerable  monetary  outlay.  Other 
officers  were  thanked  for  the  services  thev  had 
rendered  to  the  society.  At  the  end  of  1905  the 
membership  was  117.  The  officers  and  committee 
were  elected  for  190(1,  and  an  alteration  was  made 
in  the  rule  regarding  country  members,  which 
change,  however,  will  not  come  into  force  until 
the  beginning  of  1907. — Hon.  Skc. 


The  State  of  Colorado  claims  that  tlie  public  may 
fish  in  waters  on  private  ground",  otherwise  it 
would  be  MHf.lcHH  for  thi<  Stato  to  stock  streams 
with  fiidi. 


^oks  from  tt)c  ^od^. 


Feb.  11— the  opening  date  of  tho  bulk  of  the 
Scotch  salmon  angling  rivers — falls  on  a  Sunday 
this  year,  and  as  th«'ro  is  no  angling  as  yet  on 
Sunday  north  of  the  Boi'dar,  oporation-i  will  not 
commence  till  the  grey  dawn  of  tho  Monday  morning. 

The  netting  season  will  also  be  general  on  Feb.  12, 
but  the  Tay  system  opened  on  Feb.  1.  Tho  Sunday's 
slap  will  prevent  the  nets  being  put  down  till  6  a.m. 
on  Monday  morning,  but  for  all  that  fish  will  bo 
rushed  into  market  by  nino  o'clock,  when  the  sales 
will  commence  for  the  season. 


A  number  of  sportsmen  are  already  in  the  north, 
and  their  numbers  are  augmenting  daily  so  as  to  be 
in  at  the  opening  on  the  IJee  and  Spey. 

If  the  weather  conditions  hold  as  at  present  sport 
will  be  rife  on  the  better  half  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  and 
Oil  the  lower  waters  of  the  Don  and  Deveron. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilkinson  Lear  has  again  secured 
the  Blairs  Dee  section,  which  he  fished  last  year  for 
the  first  time.  Lord  Garrioch  has  taken  one  of 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  beats,  and  will  put  up  at 
Hampton  Chttage.  ^ 


Many  anglers  from  the  south,  who  have  made  the 
Station  Hotel  their  home  when  angling  the  Kintore 
Burgh  waters,  will  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Brown,  the  genial  and  accomplished 
hostess.  Her  house  was  peculiarly  an  anglers' 
paradise,  and  in  the  season  always  full  up. 


Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  has  taken  Blairfindy 
Lodge  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon, 
with  the  shootings  and  fishings  on  the  Livet.  Mr. 
F.  Usher  had  it  last  year. 


Mr.  W.  N.  Walker,  Newport,  has  bought  the  estate 
of  Pitlair,  in  Fifeshire,  with  the  excellent  shooting 
and  fishing. 


The  Ythan,  Ugie,  North  and  South  Esks  being 
late  rivbrs  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25. 

Special  Scotch. 


FISH  CULTURE  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 


The  success  that  has  attended,  after  many  dis- 
appointments, the  introduction  of  brown  trout  into 
distant  land^ — New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  and,  last 
but  not  least,  South  Africa — has  intensified  our 
national  sporting  instincts  towards  similar  experi- 
ments in  British  Central  Africa,  and  I  feel  sure  it 
will  interest  the  angling  fraternity  of  our  north 
country  to  know  that  the  North  of  England  Fishery 
at  Barrasford-on-Tyne,  which,  under  the  skill  and 
energy  of  its  genial  proprietor,  Mr.  Chris.  Cadman, 
has  grown  to  considerable  proportions  of  late  years, 
is  now  contributing  towards  a  very  interesting 
experiment,  Mr.  Cadman  having  been  honoured 
with  instructions  from  H.M.  Commissioner,  Sir 
Alfred  Sharpe,  K.C.B.,  who  had  a  grant  from  the 
Colonial  Office,  to  forward  15,000  brown  trout  ova 
to  that  country  as  a  first  importation  in  its  history. 
Remembering  the  extremely  tender  and  sensitive 
character  of  trout  ova,  and  the  transit  in  varying 
temperatures  for  thousands  of  miles  from  their 
north  country  home  at  Barrasford-on-Tyne  to  a  hot 
climate  such  as  Central  Africa,  the  skill  and  in- 
genuity of  the  pisciculturist  ha?  been  fully  taxed  in 
preparing  and  packing  the  eggs  for  their  long  and 
critical  journey.  They  were  despatched  on  Dec.  8 
by  Messrs.  Ellis,  Kislingbury  and  Co.,  of  London, 
who  took  great  interest  in  the  matter,  and  who  also 
offered  to  send  the  box  out  to  Chinde  free  of 
freight  on  their  ship  Burgermeister.  Special  boxes 
have  been  prepared,  and  carefully  contrived 
apparatus  devised  for  maintaining  the  ova  at  a  low 
temperature  during  their  ten  days'  journey  inland 
after  leaving  Port  Chinde  in  a  temperature  about 
100  (leg.  Fahr.,  and  no  more  ice  obtainable.  Great 
interest  has  been  taken  in  the  matter  by  Mr. 
Fothergill,  of  the  Northern  Counties  Ice  Making 
Co.,  Newcastle,  whoso  long  experience  in  connection 
with  freezing  apparatus  has  been  of  great  service, 
while  advice  ha<  been  given  by  Mr.  Brooks,  of  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  who  has  had  i-o  mucli  experi- 
ence in  packing  foreign  ova.  Wo  hope  before  long 
to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  ova  at  their 
destination,  Zomba,  where  they  will  be  turned  into 
the  streams  running  into  the  Mlungusi  river.  If 
these  sturdy  young  emigrants  succeed  in  making  a 
homo  for  tliotnselves  in  that  distant  and  new 
country,  sportsmen  in  the  days  to  come  will 
remember  with  pleasure  the  North  of  England 
Fishery  and  its  trout.  J.  H. 


■  

DKATII  OF  A  WEr/L-KNOWN  OM) 
SCOTTISH  SI'ORTSMAN. 


On  \Vodn  >sday  morning  Mr.  John  Bell-Irving,  of 
Whitohill,  Annandalo,  died  at  tho  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years.  Tho  deceased  was  the  last 
survivor  of  tho^e  who  establisliod  tho  Dumfriesshire 
Fox  Hunt  and  the  County  Stcoplochasos.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  fond  of  wielding  tho  salmon 
rod,  and  took  much  interest  in  greyliound  coursing 
and  other  sports.  A  few  years  aao  the  death  of 
his  partner  in  life  (a  sister  of  the  late  Sir  Robt. 
Jardino,  Bart.,  of  Castlernilk)  was  a  severe  blow  to 
him.  Mr.  Bell-Irving  enjoyed  remarkably  good 
health  up  till  last  week,  when  he  was  laid  aside. 
Deceased  is  survived  by  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  youngest  son.  Col.  Bell-Irving,  passed  through 
the  South  African  War,  and  was  mentioned  in 
despatches.  His  youngest  daughter  was  married 
last  year  to  Mr.  Brook,  of  Hoddom  Castle,  Dum- 
friesshire, w.  W. 


CORK  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Cork  Angling  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  the  lecture-hall  at  the  Technical 
Institute  on  Jan.  20.  Mr.  S.  Haynes  (chairman) 
presided.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  members. 
The  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  tho 
report  and  statement  of  accounts,  said  that, 
as  they  would  see  from  tho  report,  very  good 
work  had  been  done  by  the  association  during 
the  year.  A  large  number  of  meetings  had 
been  held,  and  were  well  attended,  which 
showed  the  great  interest  taken  in  the  associa- 
tion. Concessions  were  got  from  the  different 
railways  in  the  way  of  cheap  tickets  and  alterations 
in  the  running  of  some  of  the  trains  to  suit  anglers. 
The  association  had  also  placed  an  order  for  KJ.OOO 
threo-month-old  trout,  which  they  proposed  placing 
in  suitable  rivers  in  the  county.  A  letter  was  read 
from  the  Earl  of  Bandon,  K.P.,  consenting  to  again 
act  as  president,  and  Alderman  Dale,  J. P.,  was 
unanimously  elected  vice-president.  The  following 
were  elected  on  the  committee: — R.  Fitzgibbon, 
R.  S.  Anthony,  Serst.  Bourke,  L.  O'Connor,  J. 
McCarthy,  S.  Haynes,  F.  Neville,  H.  Hosford, 
V.  Ireton.  T.  Lynch,  and  T.  Ireton,  with  Mr.  P. 
Gamble  hon.  sec,  and  Mr.  Bernard  Dooly  hon. 
treasurer.  The  chairman  in  presenting  lilr.  W. 
Colthurst  with  a  valuable  pike  rod,  which  he  offered 
as  a  prize  to  the  member  who  killed  the  greatest 
number  of  pike  during  the  year,  said  that  pike  were 
a  great  destruction  to  the  fry  of  both  trout  and 
salmon,  and  everything  possible  should  be  done  to 
encourage  their  destruction,  and  he  was  glad  to  say 
that  Mr.  Colthurst  had  considerably  over  two 
hundred  to  his  credit  during  the  past  couple  of  years. 
A  vote  of  thanks  having  been  passed  to  the  chair- 
man, the  meeting  ended. 


THE  TAKING  OF  THE  SALMON. 


A  birr  !  a  whirr !  a  salmon's  on, 

A  goodly  fish  !  a  thumper  ! 
Bring  up,  bring  up  the  ready  gaff. 
And  if  we  land  him,  we  .shall  quaff 

Another  glorious  bumper ! 

Hark  !  'tis  the  music  of  the  reel. 
The  strong,  the  quick,  the  steady: 

The  line  darts  from  the  active  wheel. 
Have  all  things  right  and  ready. 

A  birr !  a  whirr !  the  salmon's  out. 

Far  on  the  rushing  river  ; 
Onward  he  holds  with  sudden  leap. 
Or  plunges  through  the  whirlpool  deep, 

A  desperate  endeavour  ! 

Hark  to  the  music  of  the  reel ! 

The  fitful  and  the  grating: 
It  pants  along  the  breathle-s  wheel. 

Now  hurried — now  abating. 

A  birr !  a  whirr !  the  salmon's  in. 

Upon  the  bank  extended  : 
The  princely  fish  is  grasping  slow. 
His  brilliant  colours  come  and  go. 

All  beautifully  blended. 

Hark  to  the  music  of  the  reel ! 

It  murmurs  and  it  closes: 
Silence  is  on  the  conijuering  wheel. 

Its  wearied  line  reposes.     — Anon 

Chambers'  Journal,  May,  1835. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

T.  Parry.— Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording  and  Co.,  Air- 
Stfeet,  Piccadilly,  showed  rae  the  bit  of  pureCoylon 
rubber  to  which  I  referred  some  time  ago. — Ed. 

Fishing  jn  Ireland  Wanted.  —  If  "  Aleph  " 
will  write  to  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe, 
or  Mr.  George  Acheson,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle,  he 
may  hear  of  some  fishing  which  will  suit  liim. 


letters  to  tbe  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MARS  OIL. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  article  on 
Mars  Oil  in  your  i-sue  of  last  Saturday,  we 
respectfully  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  are  the  sole 
agents  for  Gilg's  original  Mars  Oil,  as  used  through- 
out the  German  sporting  world  and  Army  and 
Navy. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  forward  sample?  and  prices 
on  application  to  any  of  your  friends. — Yours 
faithfully,  G.  Gbeinek  and  Co. 

10  and  12,  Milton -street, 
London,  E.G.,  Jan.  31. 

[I  presume  this  is  the  genuine  original  article  (as 
it  is  what  Mr.  Coggeshall  gave  me),  and  that  the 
sample  Dr.  Heintz  sent  me  is  the  same  thing  sup- 
plied by  an  agent.  The  trade-mark  is  identical 
—Ed.] 


MARS  OIL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  reading  in 
your  excellent  paper  a  notice  relating  to  Mars  Oil, 
which  appears  to  have  siich  excellent  preservative 
and  waterproofing  qualities.  This  oil  has,  I  believe, 
been  most  exhaustively  tested  by  the  Gorman 
army  authorities  before  it  was  adopted  for  treating 
the  soldiers'  boots,  belts,  harness,  etc. 

As  a  shooting  man,  may  I  venture  to  ask  where 
it  can  be  obtained  in  London,  as  I  have  been  told 
by  a  friend  who  has  used  it  in  the  Alps  chamo's 
shooting  that  it  is  the  best  material  he  has  ever 
tried  for  waterproofing  and  rendering  heavy  boots 
soft  and  pliable.  If  this  stuff  is  good  enough  for 
the  Germans,  who  are  so  essentially  scientific,  it 
ought  to  be  at  least  tried  by  our  Army,  Navy,  fire 
brigades,  and  other  institutions.  Preserving  the 
boot?  in  this  manner  also  preserves  the  men's  feet, 
and  t'lis  tends  to  economy  and  efficiency,  which  I 
assume  every  taxpayer  demands,  or  at  least  hopes 
for. — Yours  truly.  Snipe. 

["  Snipe  "  will  find  in  the  previous  lether  where  the 
oil  can  be  had  in  London.  I  found  it  answer  all 
right  on  my  dressed  "  Kingfisher  "  pike  spinning  line, 
but  no  good  for  oiling  the  reel,  as  it  gets  a  bit  sticky 
and  clogs  instead  of  aiding  free  action  — Ed.] 

CAPTURE  OF  GREAT  SE  \  FISH  OX  ROD 
AND  LINE. 

D  :ar  Sir, — In  writing  to  you  recently  it  was 
certain'y  not  my  intention  to  depreciate  the  capture 
of  the  lJ41b.  ska'e  ;  to  kill  such  a  monster  at  all  on 
a  rod  is  alone  a  great  feat,  which  ij  enhanced  by  the 
fact  that  the  line  was  old  and  worn  and  the  gut 
cast  not  particularly  strong. 

The  purport  of  my  letter  was  to  suggest  that 
anglers  who  go  forth  to  catch  big  skate  should  use 
a  hook  that  is  not  so  thick  in  the  wire  and  therefore 
practically  unbreakable.  "Practical  Fisherman" 
says  in  his  letter  that  Mr.  Hearn  under  exceptional 
circumstances  mounted  the  very  stout  hook  and 
swivel,  a  facsimile  of  which  you  reproduced  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  C;  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
result  of  your  giving  publicity  to  the  kind  of  hook 
used  on  that  occasion  would  be  that  other  anglers 
for  big  fish  would  proceed  to  use  similar  hooks 
under  all  circum  stances,  and  in  addition  casts  and 
lines  proportionally  strong. 

I  ventured  to  suggest  that  this  is  not  necessary, 
and  I  scill  hold  to  what  I  said.  With  unbreakable 
tackle  any  iiioxperijnced  person  can  haul  a  fish  up 
to  tho  gatf,  but  that  is  not  sport  as  I  understand 
it ;  it  i  i  simply  slaughter  such  as  is  carried  on  by 
professional  fishermen  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
vor'ation. 

You  will  of  course  understand  that,  in  common 
I  hope  with  most  sea  anglers,  I  entirely  disagree 
with  Mr.  Macken7ie  as  to  when  the  sport  begins 
and  ends  in  fishing.  In  the  ordinary  way  com- 
paratively little  .s^kill  is  required  in  getting  your  fish 
to  your  hook.  Casting  a  fly  all  day,  or  sitting  on 
the  bank  of  a  river  with  a  roach  pole,  or  tossing 
about  in  a  small  boat  on  the  open  sea  are  all 
pleasant  enough,  but  only  endured  in  the  hopes  of 
getting  into  a  fish,  the  bigger  the  bettor,  and  then 
having  a  fight  for  it,  in  which  the  angler  matches 
his  skill  against  the  strength  of  his  adversary.  The 
finer  the  tackle  in  H-e  the.^aore  he  should,  if  he  has 


the  instmct?  of  a  true  sportsmen,  enjoy  the  tussle. 
He  knows  full  well  that  if  ho  trios  to  hold  the  fish 
when  he  ought  to  lot  it  run,  or  if  he  jerks  his  rod, 
or  lets  his  Ime  go  slack  for  a  moment,  the  fish  will 
get  away,  therefore  all  his  knowledge  and  nerve  are 
neadod,  and  all  his  .skill  is  brought  into  play.  If  he 
wms  the  glory  ii  his  ;  but  if  his  tackle  is  so  strong 
that  It  will  not  break  under  tlie  above  contiagenci  is 
the  glory,  if  there  i§  any  at  all,  which  I  doubt', 
should  go  to  his  tackle  maker. 

la  reply  to  -  Sea  Gull,"  I  say  that  any  such 
tackle  of  the  nature  of  the  hook  in  question'ii  not 
neces  sary  to  bring  big  fish  to  the  gaff  if  the  angler 
has  pufficiant  skill  and  patience  ;  every  experienced 
angler  loses  a  big  fish  now  and  then,  and  when  ho 
suddenly  feels  the  fish  has  gone  he  usually  knows 
at  once  that  ho  has  done  something  he  ought  not 
to  have  done.  Like  a  good  workman,  he  does  not 
blame  his  tools,  but  resolves  not  to  commit  his 
fault  again. 

My  only  objection  to  the  swivel  you  showed  was 
that  It  was  too  stout.  I  do  not  object  to  the  s-ize 
of  the  bend  in  the  hook  provided  the  wire  is  not 
too  thick,  but  "Practical  Fisherman"  who  men- 
tions halibut  would  no  doubt  be  interested  to  know 
that  the  only  recorded  specimen  of  that  name 
caught  on  rod  and  line  was  taken  on  a  6-0  cod 
hook  such  as  is  used  generally  by  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  at  Ballycotton. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  is  probably  one  of  the  many  fresh- 
water anglers  who  have  a  contempt  for  sea  angling 
as  a  sport.  I  am  afraid  that  if  such  heavy  tackle 
18  known  to  be  used  by  sea  anglers  it  will  bring 
discredit  on  what  is  becoming  a  popular  pa«timo, 
and  give  the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  blaspheme. 
To  such  as  Mr.  Mackenzie  I  would  suggest  that 
they  read  "  Quill  Gnat's  "  article  on  "  Sea  Fishing,  a 
High  Art,"  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  20,  and  endeavour 
to  follow  his  example. 

Most  of  the  skate  of  1001b.  and  upwards  captured 
at  Ballycotton  have  had  brown  livers,  their  flesh 
bAng  bitter  and  uneatable,  and  the  others  were 
too  big  and  coarse  for  table  purposes.  Those  that 
are  sold  in  the  markets  are  very  much  smaller, 
and  are  very  good  food.  I  would  also  call  Mr. 
MickenziB's  attention  to  the  last  paragraph  in 
"  Ovvnwee's  "  article  on  page  42  of  Jan.  20. — Yours 
truly,  British  Sea  Angler. 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  PIKE. 
DsAR  Sir, — Thinking  the  following  facts  will  be 
of  interest  to  your  many  readers,  and  more  especially 
Yorkshire  followers,  I  would  report  the  fine  sport 
certain  Hull  gentlemen  are  getting  among  the  pike 
in  the  Burton  Constable  lakes.  These  lakes  are 
about  twelve  acres  in  extent,  have  been  and  are 
strictly  preserved  and  only  fished  under  sporting 
conditions,  and  are  about  seven  miles  from  the  cele- 
brated Horn  sea  ]\Iere.    During  the  pres3nt  season 

pike  have  been  grassed  of  the  following  weights  :  

lij^lb.,  18^1b.,  201b.,  and  a?  recently  as  Jan.  23 
a  well-known  old  veteran "  landed  a  brace  of 
beauties  of  2oilb.  and  2ijlb.  re.spectively  in  splendid 
condition,  and,  needle.ss  to  say,  they  are  being 
"perpetuated."  A  point  for  the  experts:  We 
return  all  fish  below  a  51b.  limit — does  the  return 
of  these  smaller  fi~h  eventually  cause  the  quarry  to 
become  wary  and  hook-shy  ?  We  shall  be  glad 
to  have  opinions. — Your;  truly, 

H.  Loft  Haller. 
[There  is  no  doubt  turning  fi^h  back  which  have 

been  hooked  and  landed  doss  make  them  ho  ik-shy  

even  pike  become  wary.  The  best  plan  where 
possible  is  to  put  the  fish  taken  which  are  too  small 
to  keep  into  some  other  water  not  fished,  where 
they  can  grow  and  forget  things. — Ed.} 

SMALL  WHALE  SLAUGHTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  much  interest  the  account 
of  the  tunny  battue  in  Sicily  given  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  6.  A  very  similar  battue  may  be 
seen  nearly  every  year  i  i  the  Faroes. 

Every  summer,  towards  the  end  of  July,  schools 
of  small  whales  approach  the-e  islands.  The  fisher- 
men keep  a  keen  watch  for  their  coming,  and  if  the 
weather  be  fair  they  man  their  boats  and  attempt 
to  cut  off  the  whales  from  the  open  sea,  and  to 
drive  them  into  the  .^hallows  of  the  harbour  of 
Thorshavn.  If  they  succeed  in  this  they  leap  into 
the  water,  and  with  as  istanca  from  the  shore  pro- 
ceed to  slaughter  the  whales  with  their  long  knives. 

The  photograph  which  I  enclo^.e  shows  very  well 
the  scene  in  the  harbour  after  thif  carnage.  The 
Faroese  slaughter  there  small  whales  for  their 
blubber,  and  also  dry  portions  of  the  flesh  for 
food  during  the  winter  months  when  fresh  meat 
is  difficult  to  obtain. — Yours  truly, 

V.  M.  Oliver. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Oaver.  I  think  we  had  the 
photo  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  or  one  liko  it,  some 
yijars  back. — Ed.] 


FISHING  WANTED  IN  IRELAND. 
"Dear  Sir,— Having  seen  "  Aleph's  "  letter  in  the 
J'ls  nng  Gazette  of  Jan.  27,  if  he  will  try  Killaloe  he 
wi  1  find  some  of  the  best  trout,  pike,  and  porcU 
fishing  in  Ireland,  free,  on  lake  and  river;  also 
.^plendid  rough  shooting  on  lake,  river,  and  moun- 
tain—good references  from  previous  bags.  I  can 
give  him  most  comfortable  accommodation,  and 
leel  sure  "Aleph"  would  not  be  di 'appointed  with 
a  visit  to  Killaloe.— Yours  truly,  M.  A.  Grace. 
Grace's  Hotel,  Ayle  Vane  Hpuse,  Killaloe. 

FISHING  WANTED  IN  IREL.^ND. 

Dear  Sir,— If  your  correspondent  "Aleph  "  will 
communicate  with  P.  Summerville,  Kilbride  Lodge, 
C;ionbur,  CO.  Galway,  he  will  be  able  to  furnish  him 
with  fishing  and  shooting  as  inquired  for  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  27. — Yours  truly,  L.  M. 


FISHING  WANTED  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— If  your  correspondent  "Aleph  "  will 
go  to  Oughterard,  co.  Galway,  on  the  shores  of 
Lough  Corrib,  he  can  get  very  good  trout  and  pike 
fishing  free  (trolling  is  best  in  February),  also 
shooting.  Googhegan's  private  hotel  is  a  very 
comfortable  place  at  which  to  stay;  charges,  5s.  a 
day,  which  includes  boatman's  lunch. 

Mr.  William  Holmes  is  a  boatman  I  can  con 
fidently  recommend— a  practical  fisherman  who 
knows  every  inch  of  the  lake,  and  he  is  not  afraid 
of  hard  work. 

Oughterard  is  about  seventeen  miles  from  Galway 
on  the  Clifdon  line.  Return  fare  (excursion)  from 
Manchester,  third  and  saloon,  about  SOs. — Yours 

•^"■'''y.  W.  E.  COTTRILL. 

17,  Sumner-street,  Glossop. 

FISHING  ON  THE  EAST  COAST  OF  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  let  me  know  of  some 
stream  on  the  east  coast  of  Ireland  where  trout 
may  be  had  in  April  or  May.  Also  where  board 
and  lodging  could  be  had  at  about  35s.  to  £2  per 

week,  and  the  licence  (if  any)  not  too  much.  

Yours  truly,  j.  y.  A. 


FISHING  IN  WALES,  SCOTLAND 
IRELAND  WANTED. 


OR 


Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
will  recommend  m3  a  place  in  Wales,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland  where  good  trout  fishing,  with  the  chance 
of  an  occasional  salmon  or  grilse,  may  be  obtained 
for  a  nominal  charge  or  free ;  rough  but  clean 
accommodation  in  farmhouse  or  local  inn  would 
suit  if  no  hotel  available;  the  more  remote  the 
place  the  better,  and  total  expenses  mu.st  be 
moderate. — Yours  truly.  Naval  Officer. 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  soma  one  of  your  reader.? 
very  kindly  give  his  experience  of  Oughterard  as  an 
angHng  station  for  trolling  Corrib  in  March  and 
April,  also  in  May  before  the  dapping  begins  ? 
Also  as  to  the  artificial  in  above  months.  Any 
information  as  to  convenient  hotel,  trolling  bait 
and  size,  men,  etc.,  would  be  esteemed  a  favour. 
-Yours  truly,  l.  S. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  BRIXHAM. 
Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  self  propose  having  a 
fortnight's  sea  fishing  at  Brixham  early  in  June.  I 
would  be  extremely  obliged  if  any  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  could  recommend  us  apartments, 
clean,  and  where  they  would  make  us  comfortable 
and  cook  for  u.s,  etc. — Yours  truly. 

Paternoster. 

FISHING  IN  CANADA. 

Dear  Sir, — This  spring  I  contemplate  going  to 
the  North- West  Territories  of  Canada,  and  by  what 
I  can  hear  thousands  of  others  will  be  taking  the 
same  route.  Business  and  work  are  my  principal 
reasons  for  making  the  journey,  but  I  am  in  hopes 
of  occasionally  having  times  of  leisure,  and  my  love 
of  angling  would  make  me  seek  that  sport  if  oppor- 
tunity camo. 

I,  and  probably  many  others,  would  be  obliged  if 
any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  having 
had  e.^periences  over  there,  would  kindly  say  what 
are  the  best  files,  etc.,  to  take  out,  or  any  advice 
regarding  tackle,  rods,  etc. 

The  district  I  am  going  to  is  Saskatchewan,  near 
a  town  called  Lloydminster.  Hoping  I  am  not 
infringing  too  much  upon  your  courtesy. — Yours 
truly,  Augustine  Snewing. 


A.  SMITH'S  "THAMES  ANGLER." 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  your  correspondent  would 
get  the  above  book  from  Albert  Sutton,  43,  Bridge- 
street,  Manchester. Yours  truly,      W.  Whyte. 
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NOTICES. 


[For  Litt  of  Contents,  see  page  97.] 

The  Fishins  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  \V.  H.  Smith  aud  Sou's  Railway  Book- 
alalla,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  aud  Fisliing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  tlie  Provinces. 

In  i*cotland  the  Fishino  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Meuzies  aud  Mr.  K.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  aud  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  I'nless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10«.  6d. 

Six  Mouths        ditto  '  ditto    5«.  4rf. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8rf. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  tel. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page        ...    £7  7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertiseme..ts  6«.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdvertifemeiUs  rnxist  arrive  not  later  than  ttoo  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Adrertisement  Matiager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Sir  Edward  Grey. 

At  the  moment  of  \<rriting  this  note  all  'who 
know,  and  thousands  who  do  not  know.  Sir  Edward 
Grey  are  sympathising  with  him  in  his  terrible 
anxiety  about  his  wife,  who  was  thrown  out  of 
her  carriage  near  Alnwick,  and  is  suffering  con- 
cussion of  the  brain.  Sir  Edward  is  not  only  a 
great  angler  but  also  a  statesman  who  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  both  parties.  I  hope  his  anxiety 
will  soon  be  relieved. 

Since  the  above  was  written  I  regret  to  see  that 
I>ady  Grey  never  recovered  consciousness  and  died 
on  Sunday  morning  last.  If  the  universal  sym- 
pathy of  his  countrymen  can  give  any  consolation 
Sir  Edward  Grey  has  it  from  His  Majesty  down. 

An  American  Angler  on  Sport  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Allen  Kelly,  the  American  sportsman,  author 
of  "Bears  I  Have  Met — and  Others,"  is  visiting 
New  Zealand.    The  New  Zealand  Times  says  :  — 

"Mr.  Kelly  decided  to  visit  Rotorua.  It  was 
the  greatest  place  for  trout  in  the  world — that  was 
assured ! 

"'But,'  he  Hays,  'they  principally  troll  at 
Rotorua,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  sport  is 
missed  by  the  heavy  tackle  used.  They  use  lines 
for  41b.  trout  as  heavy  as  we  do  for  tarpon  and 
tuna — 1501b.  fish.'  The  tarjjon,  he  explained,  is  a 
tine  big  fish  that  fights  lik(!  a  fiend,  and  is  caught  off 
the  coast  of  Florida,  sometimes  after  several  hours' 
play.  The  tuna  caught  off  Catalina  Island, 
California,  is  fine  sport.  .VTr.  Kelly  confessed  he 
(lid  not  find  much  sport  in  trolling  for  trout  with 
a  line  that  would  pull  a  steam  engine.  Captain 
Slocum,  of  the  Manila  forces,  whom  he  met  at 
Rotorua,  used  a  fine  line  and  an  8oz.  rod,  and  had 
<;apital  sport,  taking  half  an  hour  on  one  occasion 
to  land  a  4-pounder.  If  the  tackle  were  only 
adaptf^  to  the  fishing  the  sport  would  be  much 
greater.  He  was  sure  when  it  became  known  thera 
wa.s*such  fishing  to  be  had  at  Rotorua,  there  would 
be  a   great   many   Americans    coming   to  New 


Zealand  for  that  alone;.  Tiin  prosf)oct  of  getting 
as  many  fish  as  they  wanted  from  41b.  to  201b. 
weight  would  be  an  irresistible  inducement." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Americans  are  too  fond 
of  "playing"  with  fish.  Fancy  taking  half  an 
hour  to  kill  a  41b.  trout!  it  is  almost  as  bad  as 
what  this  American  angler  blames. 

Messrs.  Ogden  Smith. 

Anglers  who  like  to  see  their  rods  in  course  of 
construction  when  getting  old  favourites  matched, 
or  new  rods  made,  should  note  that  Messrs.  Ogden 
Smith  have  made  arrangements  at  their  West 
End  house,  24,  Knightsbridge,  not  only  for  cus- 
tomers to  try  rods  with  line  on  but  also  to  see 
them  as  they  are  being  made.  I  can  speak  from 
personal  experience  of  the  excellent  quality  of 
their  rods  and  flies — their  dry-fly  work  is  un- 
surpassed. 

Rainbows  in  the  Arrow,  etc.,  and  in  the  Sea. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Roberts,  of  the  Arrow  Fishery, 
Eardisland,  kindly  writes  as  follows:  — 

"  In  your  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan  13 
you  ask  how  the  rainbow  trout  are  doing  here  in 
the  Arrow.  The  water  has  scarcely  been  fished 
since  September,  but  last  summer  several  rainbows 
were  caught  both  above  and  below  the  weir  here, 
and  in  various  stretches  down  to  Monkland,  the 
largest  being  about  1  lb.  Every  season  some  are 
caught,  and  it  is  evident  that  a  few  at  any  rate 
remain  in  the  river  without  dropping  down  stream  ; 
it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  long  they  will 
remain.  You  may  remember  that  the  stock  rain- 
bows (then  three-year-olds)  were  screened  off  in 
the  mill  stream,  and  could  not,  of  course,  escape. 
I  left  them  to  spa'mi  themselves  last  season,  and 
they  spawned  quite  naturally  in  the  stream,  and 
with  practically  no  deaths.  At  the  present  moment 
I  am  screening  a  stream  near  here,  and  stocking 
with  two-year-old  rainbows  ;  there  is  good  spavfn- 
ing  ground,  and  I  quite  expect  them  to  breed. 

'•  A  few  other  instances  of  rainbows  in  streams 
may  interest  you  :  — 

"  I  stocked  one  hundred  two-j^ear-old  rainbows 
in  the  Lugg  last  spring,  and  several  of  these  were 
caught  in  the  summer  two  miles  upstream,  one 
or  two  having  ascended  a  weir.  Of  two-year-olds 
stocked  in  March,  1905,  in  the  Dove  I  hear  that  a 
number  were  caught  last  season.  In  the  Lledr  Mr. 
Brandreth  has  several  times  stocked  rainbows ; 
these  have  risen  well  in  the  spring,  but  ultimately 
they  have  disappeared,  and  I  know  of  several 
other  instances  with  a  similar  result.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  by  choice  the  rainbow  is  migratory. 
One  expects,  however,  a  migratory  fish  to  return, 
and  personally  I  know  of  no  authentic  instances  of 
rainbows  being  taken  in  Great  Britain  after 
returning  from  the  sea.  In  the  Conway  the  net 
fishermen  occasionally  caught  (amongst  salmon 
and  .sea-trout)  a  fish  which  they  called  '  Mr. 
Brandreth's  fish,'  presumably  a  returning  rain- 
bow. I  have  been  promised  one  of  these  fish  for 
examination,  but  up  to  the  present  it  has  not 
arrived.  Should  it  turn  out  to  be  a  fresh-run 
rainbow  it  will  be  most  interesting." 

This  is  very  interesting.  I  hope  Mr.  Roberts 
will  get  one  of  the  sea-going  rainbows.  I  have 
heard  that  they  drop  down  to  the  sea  in  many 
rivers,  but  I  fancy  they  do  not  reascend  far,  if 
at  all. 


Veal  as  a  Bait  for  Sea  and  Fresh-water  Fish. 

A  writer  in  La  Peche  Moderne,  who  signs  him- 
self "  Biscarbelcha,"  says: — "Every  angler  has  at 
times  experienced  the  difficulty  of  getting  fresh  bait 
for  sea-fishing,  especially  fresh  or  salted  tunny, 
mackerel,  sardine,  or  anchovy."  He  says  he  has 
often,  with  great  success,  used  morsels  of  raw  veal. 
The  bait  should  be  used  on  a  short  shank  small 
hook,  No.  9  or  10,  and  can  be  cast  against  the 
wind  without  fear  of  its  coming  off.  He  says  he 
has  -found  raw  veal  a  capital  bait  for  mullet,  sea- 
bream,  eels,  etc.,  in  cold  weather ;  when  the  water 
gets  warm  in  the  summer  it  is  not  nearly  so 
attractive.  The  veal  should  be  as  fresh  as 
possible,  cut  in  thin  slices  across  the  grain  or 


How  TO  Tie  Troot  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishiiu)  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of "  How  to 'fie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. ' 
By  H.  O.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


fibres  of  the  moat,  and  the  liaits  should  bo  pulled 
off  the  edge  of  the  slice,  not  cut  off,  and  will  liold 
on  to  the  hook  well. 


Mr.  Fosbroke. 

Many  readers  of  the  Finking  Gazette  who  have 
known  the  Dove  and  Manifold  for  years  will 
remember  Mr.  Fosbroke,  the  celebrated  Har- 
tington  angler.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  old  gentle- 
man, who  is  getting  on  for  ninety,  is  still  in  fairly 
good  health. 

Blagdon  Lake  Trout  Eggs. 

I  can  advise  any  fish  breeders  who  want  some 
grand  trout  eggs  to  -wTite  to  Mr.  Carr,  Blagdon 
Lake  Hatc;hery,  Ubley  Mill  House,  near  Bristol,  for 
his  prices.  Later  on,  Mr.  Carr  will  be  able  to 
supply  fry  to  those  who  want  them. 

Messrs.  Allcock's  Annual  Exhibit  of  Novelties. 

Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  have  a  fine  exhibition 
of  their  novelties — fishing  tackle  and  rods — 
including  the  5|-oz.  10ft.  fly-rods  made  after  the 
American  pattern,  at  Room  25,  Kimberley  House, 
Holborn  Viaduct  (next  to  the  Viaduct  Hotel). 


Fish  for  Foreign  Countries. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding  writes  : — 

"  Dear  IVIe.  Marston, — We  are  extremely 
interested  to  see  in  your  valuable  paper  that  Mr. 
Cadman,  of  the  well-known  North  of  England 
Fishery,  is  sending  some  ova  to  British  Central 
Africa. 

"Such  experiments  are  always  interesting,  par- 
ticularly when  they  entail  transport  south  of  the 
equator. 

"  It  may  therefore  interest  you  and  some  of 
your  readers  to  know  that  Lord  Denbigh's  Fishery 
is  sending  out  a  somewhat  larger  order  of  a  similar 
nature  to  the  British  East  African  Protectorate 
for  H.M.  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  another  con- 
signment of  ova  to  the  order  of  the  Government 
of  the  Argentine  Republic.  We  also  expect  to 
send  a  further  consignment  to  Abyssinia. 

"  We  adopt  a  transport  ova  box  somewhat 
after  the  design  of  the  American  trans-continental 
pattern,  though  more  carefully  sterilised  and 
ventilated." 


"Spare  Moments'"  Neat,  Strong  Match  Boxes. 

Messrs.  W.  Bradley  &  Co.,  12-14,  Fetter-lane, 
are  publishing,  in  connection  with  their  paper, 
^jmre  Moments,  a  strong,  well-made,  nicely- 
modelled  match  box,  made  of  silver  plate  on  nickel. 
There  is  a  spring  top.  The  embossed  design  on 
the  sides  shows  an  angler  on  one  box  and  a  shooter 
on  another.  The  price  is  only  Is.  9d.,  post  free. 
When  making  some  more  I  should  suggest  to 
Messrs.  Bradley  that  instead  of  duplicating  the 
design  on  each  box  they  should  put  the  angler  on 
one  side  of  the  box  and  the  shooter  on  the  other, 
and  so  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone. 


Some  Capital  Home-Made  Flies. 

With  some  really  capital  trout  flies  on  gut,  just 
the  sort  for  spring  fishing  on  west  country  and 
other  streams  with  a  little  "go  "  in  them,  I  got  a 
note,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  ;  it  is  all 
written  in  print  style.  Mr.  Graham  Clarke  tells  me 
Tom  taught  himself  to  write  in  this  way  by  copying 
the  capital  letters  on  posters.  Mrs.  O'Neil's  flies 
do  her  great  credit,  and  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
use  them  on  any  wet-fly  water.  The  hooks  are  a 
good  shape.    Here  is  Tom's  letter : — 

".'5.    ST.  MAREYS!    ST.  MONMOUTH 
HONERD     SUR     MR  GRAHAM  CLARIvE 
TOLD  MEE  TO  SEND  YOU  A  FEW 
OF  MY  TROUT  FLIES  HOPIN  YOU  WILL 
KINDLE     DUE     YOUR  BEST  FOR  ME 
T  AM   75;  WIFE   WHO   MAKE^  THEM 
IS    73  IN     MAY,     I  WAS  PRINTIST  TO 
A     SWEEP  AT     7     BUT  IF  MY  HAND 
I  WOLD  NOT  CARE 

YOUR  UMBLE  SURVANT 
TOM.O'NEIL 
P  S  I  HAVE  NOT  HAD  :\fY  EIE  WHIPED 

FOR  50  YEIRS." 
The  price  of  the  flies  pos<  free  per  dozen  is  Is.  2d., 
and  I  can  confidently  recommend  anyone  to  send 
for  some  of  Mrs.  O'Neil's  March  Browns,  Red 
Spinners,  Red  Uprights,  Y^ellow  Duns,  etc. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 
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THE  MASKINONGE  ON  THE 
GBEAT  SPAWNING  GKOUNDS  OF 
KICE  LAKE. 


There  is  a  part  of  this  grand  empire  "on  which 
the  sun  never  sets."  A  colony  far  over  the  great 
Atlantic,  this  "  Canada  of  ours,"  that  lias  among 
its  inhabitants  some  that  lived  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  urged  their  finny  way  through  the 
nineteenth,  and  are  still  living  in  this  the  twentieth 
century.  Old,  multiplying,  and,  wo  hope,  loyal 
inhabitants,  even  if  in  another  order  of  Nature 
than  ours.  It  is  a  wonderful  thought  that  comes 
across  one  while  watching  these  great  fish  on  the 
spawning  grounds,  that  some  of  these  huge  females 
were  alive  before  a  white  man  "  settled "  near 
Rice  Lake. 

The  Mississagua  legends  and  talcs  are  full  of 
wonderful  fishing  stories,  days  when  every  fisher 
could  fill  his  birch-bark  "chemong"  with  the 
great  ke-nojali  (Ojibway  maskinonge),  using  only  a 
rude  spear  for  the  killing,  and  lay  them  in  piles  on 
the  bank  for  the  "sun-curing."  These  were  the 
days  before  lumbermen's  laws  caused  the  building 
of  dams,  with  the  consequent  rapid  rise  and  fall  of 
the  water,  and  the  millions  of  fish  eggs  to  be  left 
behind  to  wither  in  the  sun.  Nor  were  the  rivers 
polluted  by  the  sawdust  from  the  big.  mills  that 
sweeps  down  and  lodges  at  the  mouth  until  it 
forms  beds  hundreds  of  acres  in  extent  and 
fifteen  feet  in  depth.  This  ferments,  partly  decom- 
poses, and  forms  a  noxious  gas,  very  bad  for  the 
young  fish.  But  it  is  an  "ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good."  This  sawdust  has  settled  into 
firm  beds,  on  which  the  wild  rice  seed  has  fallen 
and  sprouted,  and  now  bears  every  summer  a 
luxuriant  crop  of  this  duck-attracting  grain. 

Civilisation  and  its  accompanying  evils  have 
swept  away  our  Indian  allies,  and  white  men  own 
the  lands  that  surround  Rice  Lake ;  only  two 
small  villages  of  the  Mississaguas  remain,  a  couple 
of  hundred  souls  all  told,  but  the  noble  ke-nojah 
still  swim  in  the  wild  rice  crowded  waters,  reduced 
in  numbers,  it  is  true,  but  sufficient  still  to  furnish 
grand  sport  for  all  good  fishermen.  (I  fear  there 
are  a  few  bad  ones — those  that  tamper  a  little  with 
the  net  and  the  spear. ) 

After  the  warm  sun  has  melted  the  great  ice- 
fields that  bind  Rice  Lake  and  the  Otonabee  river 
for  five  months,  and  April's  showers  have  sent  the 
flood  of  rapidly  rising  water  all  over  the  land,  the 
maskinonge  leave  the  winter  haunts  at  the  mouths 
of  the  creeks  and  in  the  channels  of  the  rice  beds 
and  seek  the  deep  water  of  the  river  and  lake 
nearest  to  the  drowned  lands.  Here  they  swim  and 
feed  and  play,  happy  that  they  have  left  the  dark 
ice  and  snow-covered  waters,  and  are  once  more  in 
the  light  and  heat  where  the  minnows  are  abundant. 
For  the  last  two  weeks  in  April  they  play  outside 
the  drowned  lands,  waiting  for  the  rising  water  to 
cover  the  marsh  and  to  flood  the  far  back  secluded 
shallow  pla5fes  which  they  love  to  spawn  in.  The 
spring  rain  and  sunshine  make  all  the  trees  to  bud. 
The  swamp  maple  and  the  soft  willow,  the  ash  and 
elm,  the  elder  and  the  black  oak,  send  out  their 
tiny  shoots  and  little  leaves,  and  all  the  great 
drowned  lands  and  marshes  change  from  sere  and 
yellow  and  sombre  brown  to  their  spring  coat  of 
many-shaded  greens. 

The  many  lithe,  swift  males  splashing  and  diving 
in  the  river  are  keeping  their  eyes  open  as  to  who 
shall  be  their  mate  out  of  all  the  big  female  fish 
swimming  around.  They  love,  not  wisely,  but  too 
much,  as  they  usually  choose  a  partner  two  or  three 
times  their  own  weight.  It  is  a  proven  fact  that 
the  females  grow  to  a  much  larger  size  than  the 
male  fish,  as  in  the  thousands  of  pairs  we  have 
seen  spawning  she  is  invariably  the  larger.  They 
all  leave  the  river  and  lake  early  in  May  (sometimes 
late  in  April  if  the  season  is  much  advanced),  and 
enter  the  drowned  lands  and  marshes,  swimming 
around  in  the  deeper  places  for  several  days.  By 
this  time  all  the  fish  are  mated,  and  it  is  no  un- 
common thing  to  see  a  slender  little  chap  of  eight 
pounds  swimming  off  gaily  with  a  big  fat  female 
that  would  tip  the  scales  at  thirty. 

Every  turn  and  motion  of  the  female  fish  is 
carefully  followed  by  her  faithful  mate,  she  nearly 
always  taking  the  lead.  Close  as  her  shadow  he 
swims  at  her  side,  until  the  warmth  and  height  of 
the  water  tells  her  it  is  time  to  enter  the  spawning 
ground.  The  water,  fed  by  the  melting  snows  and 
warm  rains,  has  by  now  flooded  all  the  shallow 
places  far  back  in  the  drowned  lands,  covered  all 


the  flat  grassy  places  tRat  these  fish  love  to  spawn 
on.  All  the  bog  islands,  and  big  logs  and  drift- 
wood, are  now  afloat,  and  little  is  left  of  the  marsh 
save  the  tops  of  the  wild  oat  growth  and  the  silky 
cat-tails  of  the  rushes,  all  else  is  one  broad  expanse 
of  southward  flowing  water. 

The  wondrous  tale  of  Nature,  well  known  by  each 


We  launched  our  canoe  after  dark  one  night  and 
lighted  the  fat  pine  in  the  big  "jack"  (an  iron 
hand,  full  of  resinous  wood,  fastened  on  the  mast- 
head in  the  bow),  and  paddled  away  off  into  the 
drowned  lands,  leaving  behind  us  a  trail  of  glitter- 
ing sparks  in  our  lon^  smoke  cloud.  Strange  things 
that  fly  and  dive  and  swim  looked  stranger  in  this 


^lASK.lNON(iE  Sp.\.\VNINO. 


of  her  different  orders,  is  here  shown  at  its  best,  for 
these  big  fish  arrive  at  the  exact  time  when  the 
water  is  the  highest  and  will  remain  so  for  several 
days.  It  takes  almost  a  week  for  all  the  fish  to 
enter  and  to  spawn.  (Tlie  last  sentences  apply  to 
natural  conditions  ;  it  would  be  well,  though,  if  some 
enterprising  American  could  get  these  fish  to  take 
a  "popular  course  of  study  by  mail,"  and  teach 


weird  light.  Huge  turtles  left  their  resting  places 
on  mossy  logs  and  slid  into  the  water  with  a  sullen 
splash.  Like  eccentric  black  flashes,  long  squirming 
eels  shot  over  the  sunken  wild  rice  straw  beneath. 
Musk-rats  chattered  their  sharp  notes  and  plunged 
off  their  hou-^es,  entering  the  water  as  noiselessly 
as  a  loon.  Mink  and  weasel,  stoat  and  skunk,  ran 
over  the  logs  or  splashed  along  their  overflowed 


M.iSKiNONGE  Passing  under  Log. 


them  that  the  boom  logs  are  liable  to  be  removed 
at  any  time,  and  all  their  spawn  left  on  the  grass. 
The  fish  have  not  learned  by  twenty-five  years' 
sad  experience  to  leave  these  old-time  safe  shallows 
alone,  and  to  spawn  in  the  deeper  places,  since  the 
lumbermen  took  a  hand  in  the  game.) 

My  assistant,  the  fat  boy  Fritz,  and  I  took  the 
most  exciting  way  to  see  these  great  fish  spawning. 


runways.  Rail  and  crake  pattered  off  into  the 
rush-cover  with  strange  booming  cries.  Wild  ducks 
rose  with  musical  "quacks,"  and  winnowed  away 
unseen  into  the  darkness.  Bitterns  uttered  their 
"  a-ker-plunk,"  and  stood  motionless  in  the 
"  jack's  "  glare,  with  their  tead  and  neck  stretched 
upward,  and  only  the  little  snake-like  eyes  shining 
in  the  light  made  them  distinguishable  from  the 
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green  and  yellow  scene  around.  They  always  stood 
perfectly  rigid  until  we  were  past,  and  then  sank 
slowly  down  to  their  natural  positions. 

Once  we  saw  ahead  of  us,  in  the  far  off  dim 
circle  of  light,  a  gaunt  blue  heron  standing  fishing 
in  a  shallow  pool ;  as  our  sputtering  flaming  craft 
approached,  it  stiffened  up  erect  and  eyed  us 
intently,  then  doubling  backwards  it  sprang  aloft, 
with  a  great  screeching  croak,  and  was  lost  in  the 
gloom  above,  its  long  grey  legs  and  trailing  feet 
disappearing  last,  looking  like  witches'  claws 
reaching  out  of  the  darkness.  We  were  now 
passing  out  of  the  drowned  land  on  to  the  over- 
flowed fields  behind. 

Just  ?,s  we  entered  the  shallows  our  canoe 
passed  a  large  tamarack  root  lodged  on  the  muddy 
bottom.  The  instant  the  flaring  light  showed 
around  it  there  was  a  mighty  splashing  and  plung- 
ing, and  we  saw  two  big  maskinonge  heading  right 
for  the  narrow  channel  between  us  and  the  big 
root.  Along  they  tore,  driving  the  floating  weeds 
aside,  and  throwing  up  the  water  as  they  struggled 
and  rolled  over  in  the  shallowest  places.  They 
were  very  large  fish,  she  was  certainly  over  301b. 
weight.  As  they  neared  us  I  involuntarily  pushed 
the  stern  of  the  canoe  towards  the  root,  thereby 
closing'  up  one  end  of  the  passage  and  further 
opening  up  the  other.  In  they  dashed ;  it  was 
hard  for  a  moment  to  tell  \thich  was  fish  and 


trailing  flocks  of  wild  ducks  wore  dimly  pencilled 
on  the  sky,  speeding! northward  to  some  secluded 
lake  to  sleep  away  the  day,  and  to  return  again  at 
night  to  the  sunken  harvest  of  wild  rice  that  lay 
beneath  the  waters  of  the  lake.  Myriads  of 
swallows  were  circling  after  the  hosts  of  insects 
that  filled  the  air.  All  Nature  seemed  to  be  in  a 
pi'olific  mood  this  morning. 

The  bright  May  sun  peeped  over  the  billy  river 
bank  as  we  neared  the  spawning  ground.  The 
water  was  calm  and  unruffled  by  any  wind,  but 
there  were  numerous  curves  and  circles  and  bubbles 
that  told  of  many  pairs  of  fish.  We  carefully 
pushed  the  canoe  along  a  little  creek,  past  the  big 
tamarack  root  of  laughing  memory,  and  into  a 
small  clump  of  pucka-brush  that  grew  on  the  edge 
of  the  tiny  creek,  the  only  entrance  to  this  spawn- 
ing ground.  The  shallow  field  was  about  a  hundred 
feet  across,  and  from  two  inches  to  a  foot  in  depth  ; 
several  small  elder  bushes  grew  in  it.  At  our 
crackling  entrance  all  the  pairs  near  the  pucka- 
brush  swam  across  the  pond ;  every  fish  was  plainly 
in  sight  as  it  swam  over  the  yellow  marsh  grass, 
greenish  in  some  spots  where  this  year's  crop  was 
sprouting  up.  When  the  camera  was  all  ready  we 
started  to  count  the  pairs,  as  nearly  as  we  could 
make  out,  as  they  were  always  swimming  slowly 
along;  there  were  six  pairs.  The  largest  female 
was  not  more  than  thirty  feet  from  oiu:  canoe ;  she 


Bass  Jumping, 


which  was  root  and  which  was  canoe,  for  the 
moment  they  struck  the  closed  up  end  they 
doubled  like  a  flash.  I  was  looking  down  into  the 
troubled  water  at  that  interesting  instant,  and  saw 
her  curved  tail  rising,  but  before  I  could  think  of 
turning  my  head  away  I  got  the  full  tail  throw  of 
water  straight  into  my  face.  Of  course,  my  mouth 
was  gaping  open,  and  I  was  half  choked.  As  I 
raised  my  hand  to  wipe  out  my  eyes,  she  passed 
Fritz  and  splashed  him  also.  He  threw  his  head 
back,  the  canoe  tilted  and  took  in  a  couple  of 
pails  of  water,  and  the  "jack"  fell  hissing  into  the 
overflowed  field,  and  we  were  left  in  darkness. 

We  both  sat  still  until  the  canoe  stopped  rolling, 
and  then  laughed  aloud.  Fritz  fished  up  the 
empty  "jack,"  and,  as  our  wood  was  all  used  up, 
we  took  to  our  paddles,  and  guided  the  light  craft 
slowly  home  through  the  dark  drowned  lands. 
We  were  up  before  the  sun  next  morning.  As  our 
canoe  passed  through  the  marsh  and  drowned 
lands,  the  first  faint  light  was  sparkling  on  the 
dewdrops,  suspended  like  shining  necklaces  on  the 
cobwebs  that  swung  from  rush  to  rush,  chilling  our 
faces  as  we  swept  them  away  in  our  onward 
course.  All  the  nocturnal  animals  and  birds  had 
disappeared.  The  grackle  and  the  red-wing,  king- 
bird and  wren,  lark  and  thrush,  and  woodland 
birds  innumerable,  heralded  the  dawn  with  their 
many  gladsome  cries.     Far  up  overhead  long 


wa.5  a  century  old  fat  female,  with  well  marked 
sides,  and  I  should  judge  over  thirty-five  pounds 
in  weight.  Her  long,  slim,  light  green  mate  would 
not  go  over  twelve  pounds ;  they  swam  in  a  little 
circle  of,  say,  thirty  feet,  busily  spawning. 

At  this  moment  two  more  fish  swam  up  the 
channel  and  past  our  canoe  into  the  pond.  Fritz 
whispered  that  he  felt  them  pass;  he  had  been 
plucking  a  bit  of  wintergreen  that  had  been  over- 
flowed in  the  channel.  It  is  perfectly  possible  to 
touch  these  spawning  fish.  I  have  several  times 
placed  the  canoe  whera  they  must  pass  under  it, 
and  have  often  felt  the  fish  brush  my  hands  in 
passing  in  or  out.  One  of  our  guides  told  me  he 
cautiously  slipped  his  paddle  through  some 
branches  behind  which  a  pair  of  maskinonge  were 
spawning,  and  actually  rubbed  her  side  without 
making  her  move.  They  are  very  quiet  during 
this  period  of  spawning. 

For  fully  an  hour  I  watched  that  circling  pair. 
They  swam  very  slowly,  rolling  every  little  while 
towards  one  another,  then  swimming  along  as 
closely  as  you  co'uld  hold  your  hands  together,  she 
depositing  the  eggs  and  the  male  fish  fertilising 
them.  The  sun  was  now  in  good  position  for  a 
picture,  and  at  one  moment  the  female  was  out 
from  eyes  to  tail.  "Snap"  went  the  shutter,  and 
the  photograph  was  taken  the  first  time.  I  have 
spent  half  a  day  and  all  my  films  and  plates  without 


result,  as  they  only  stay  above  the  water  for  an 
instant. 

Resetting  the  camera  made  them  swim  away, 
not  very  much  alarmed,  as  they  coursed  across  the 
pond  as  if  they  almost  ignored  my  presence.  Wo 
could  see  them  swimming  back  and  forth  on  tho 
other  side,  then  they  returned  around  the  edge  of 
the  pond.  There  was  an  old  stump  lying  in  the 
water,  with  one  end  tilted  up  into  the  air,  not 
more  than  ten  feet  from  the  canoe.  He  camo 
ahead  as  they  approached  this,  and  threw  his  long 
green  snout  out  into  the  clear  sunlight.  I  saw  him 
in  the  ground -glass  and  touched  the  lever,  and 
another  good  picture  was  ours. 

An  angry  growl  of  thunder  caused  us  to  look  up. 
Heavy  clouds  from  the  south-west  instantly 
obscured  the  sun,  and  we  packed  the  camera  and 
covered  everything  in  anticipation  of  the  storm, 
pushed  the  canoe  out  of  the  bush,  and  paddled  hor 
through  the  drowned  lands  for  all  there  was  in  us. 
The  day  darkened  down  until  it  looked  like  a 
sulphurous  yellow  twilight,  the  thunder  roared  in 
awful  peals,  and  the  jagged  lightning  flashed  down 
the  sky.  You  need  to  feel  a  Canadian  storm  to 
appreciate  the  wind  and  rain  that  overtook  us,  but 
although  we  arrived  at  the  station  soaked,  our 
maskinonge  pictures  were  safe  and  dry  in  the  roll 
of  film,  and  we  were  ready  to  renew  the  study 
whenever  the  storm  would  cease. 

Bensfort,  Ontario,  Bonnycastle  Dale. 

Canada. 


"IN  THE  EOYAL  lEISH 
CONSTABULAKY." 


Mr.  G.  Garbow  Green  ("Black  Hackle"),  an 
old  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  sends  us  his 
interesting  book,  "  In  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary," and  proves  himself  able  to  wield  not  the  Pen 
and  the  Rod  only,  but  the  Sword  also.  In  his 
modest  preface  Mr.  Green  says,  "  thesa  sketches 
possess  but  one  solitary  merit — they  are  true,"  and 
as  such  they  should  certainly  commend  themselves 
to  all  fishermen,  for  what  do  we  of  the  angle  ever 
require  above  and  beyond  the  simple  truth. 
Seriously,  the  first  page  takes  you  straight  into  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  there  you  stay  until  the  book  is 
done. 

"In  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary"  is  alive  with 
incident  and  adventure,  and  written  in  a  breezy 
manner  that  carries  you  along,  keeping  you  con- 
stantly interested  and  alert.  Fun  in  barracks. 
Home  Rule,  faction  fights,  love-making,  and  poteen, 
all  are  dealt  with  in  turn ;  serious  chapters  of  moon- 
light outrage  and  midnight  murder  are  interspersed 
with  those  of  lighter  vein,  and  there  is  an  accoimt 
of  a  notorious  salmon  poacher,  "Honest Ned,"  that 
leaves  one,  as  it  is  probable  wa.s  "  Black  Hackle  " 
himself,  more  in  sympathy  with  the  sinner  than 
the  sinned  against. 

"In  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary"  is  published 
(3s.  6d.)  by  Messrs.  James  Blackwood  and  Co.,  and 
appealing  as  it  does  to  all  that  are  interested  in 
"  Ould  Oireland  " — and  who  is  not  ? — should  prove  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  library  shelves,  and  a  most 
excellent  companion  for  a  winter's  evening. 


A  THAMES-SIDE  COMEDY. 


A  NEW  and  original  comedy,  in  which  the 
Thames  largely  figures,  is  to  be  produced  shortly 
at  Goring  and  Wallingford.  The  authors  are 
Mr.  John  Bickerdyke  and  Jlr.  Gavazzi  King, 
the  first  of  whom  is  to  play  a  leading  part  in  the 
production,  assisted  by  Airs.  William  Greet,  Miss 
Muriel  Goodwin,  one  of  Mr.  Beerbohm  Tree's 
pupils,  and  a  very  strong  cast  of  amateurs.  That 
there  will  be  a  fishing  scene  in  such  a  play  goes 
almost  without  saj^ng.  On  Feb.  21  there  is  to  be 
an  early  evening  (six  o'clock)  performance  at  the 
Corn  Exchange,  Wallingford,  to  enable  London 
and  Reading  playgoers  to  take  advantage  of 
special  train  arrangements,  enabling  them  to 
return  home  the  same  night.  The  comedy,  which 
is  in  four  acts,  is  founded  on  and  takes  the  same 
name  as  Mr.  John  Bickerdyke's  novel,  "Her 
Wild  Oats." 


John  Corcoran,  the  Berwickshire  centenarian, 
who  was  well  known  throughout  Scotland,  died 
recently  at  Coldstream  in  his  101st  year.  He  had 
always  enjoyed  excellent  health, 
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WEIGHTS  OF  SOME  TROUT  TAKEN 
DAPPING  WITH  MAY  FLY  IN  LOUGH 
DERG  FROM  ISOi)  TO  1903,  4i.b.  IN 
WEIGHT  AND  UPWARDS. 


Over  a  dozen  o£  41b.  each,  five  of  4^1  b.  oaeh, 
ten  of  51  b.  each,  five  of  61b.  each,  one  of  81b.,  one 
of  91b.,  and  one  of  12|lb.  Mr.  David  Pine,  who 
took  the  above,  had  other  fine  fish  on  fly  which 
were  not  recorded,  also  a  brace  of  13-poundors 
taken  on  spinning  minnow.  Mr.  Pine's  friend,  Mr. 
W.  RatclifE,  fishing  on  another  lough,  took  in  one 
day  ten  grand  trout  weighing  801b.,  all  on  the 


SOME  EXPEEIENCES  AT 
BLAGDON. 


So  many  people,  warranted  thereto  by  the 
capture  of  an  odd  fish  or  two,  have  written  long 
and  eloquent  descriptions  of  Blagdon,.  that  the 
writer  is  emboldened  thereby  to  give  some  account 
of  the  very  remarkable  fishing  he  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  experience  there.  Needless  to  say,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  give,  in  the  course  of  a 
short  article,  all  the  various  experiences  that  occur 
in  a  series  of  days  of  such  fishing,  and  accordingly 
only  a  selection  of  some  of  them  is  made.  If, 


Hook,  Gut,  and  Bit  of  Reel  Line,  as  used  by  Mb.  David  Pine  pob  Trout, 
ON  Natural  May  Fly,  up  to  12|lb.  on  Lough  Derg. 

Tackle  i.s  reproduced  from  a  photo  to  show  size  of  original — unfortunately  the  shadow  makes  the  line  and  gut  look 
much  thicker  than  they  really  are.   I  put  the  postage  stamp  on  to  show  relative  size  of  hook.— En. 


natural  May  Fly.  I  got  Mr.  Pine  to  lend  me  a 
tackle  such  as  he  uses,  and  I  reproduce  it — it  is 
much  finer  in  every  way  than  the  tackle  used  on 
Blagdon  Lake ;  in  fact,  I  would  not  care  to  use 
such  a  gossamer  silk  line  as  Mr.  Pine  attaches  to 
his  fine  May  Fly  cast.  I  hope  to  have  a  turn  with 
him  at  Blagdon,  and  with  luck  he  will  be  able  to 
compare  the  fighting  powers  of  the  English  and 
Irish  trout.  The  hook  shown  is  one  Mr.  Pine  has 
specially  made  for  May  Fly  work.        R.  B.  M. 


"  Abe  you  fond  of  smelts  ?  "  "  Never  tasted  it." 
"Eh!  Smelts  are  fishes."  "Fishes!  I  thought 
they  were  some  kind  of  cheese." — Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer. 


however,  at  any  future  date  the  relentless  editor 
of  this  paper  should  deem  me  worthy  of 
furthT  space,  I  would  do  my  best  to  oblige.  He, 
too,  knows  what  Blagdon  is,  to  him  it  is  no  longer 
what  it  was  last  year — "  a  walled  and  bricked  in 
reservoir  of  three  or  four  acres  in  extent,"  a  kind 
of  stew-pond,  in  fact,  wherein  resided  certain 
select  and  patriarchal  trout  of  great  siz?,  which 
fell  a  ready  prey  to  the  most  carelessly  thrown  fly 
or  minnow.  I  believe  I  have  the  honour  of  having 
been  the  means  of  his  introduction  to  Blagdon, 
and  capture  on  the  first  day's  fly  fishing  of  three 
trout  over  61b.  each. 

On  reading  this  article  one  might  imagine  that 
it  merely  needed  the  casting  of  a  fly  on  that  lake 


to  ensure  a  rise,  and  a  mighty  one,  too,  into  the 
bargain.  Nothing  could  bo  further  from  the 
truth.  Hours,  I  might  almost  say  days,  pass 
sometimes  with  hardly  a  rise ;  indeed,  one  is  apt 
to  fall  into  that  fatal  of  listlessness  and  despair, 
that,  when  the  rise  does  come,  it  finds  the  fisher- 
man totally  unprepared.  Picture  it;  a  placid 
expanse  of  water  (descriptions  of  the  surrounding 
scenery — which  is  beautiful  indeed — I  leave  to 
other  pens),  hours  of  fruitless  toil  already  behind 
him,  and  the  angler  thrashing  away  in  a  hopeless 
fashion,  cursing  the  credulity  which  led  him  to 
swallow  the  tales  of  his  friends  and  lure  him  to 
this  fishless  place. 

Not  a  fish  has  been  seen  since  starting  at  six 
that  morning,  and  it  is  now  late  afternoon,  not  a 

 There  is  a  furious  surge  at  his  fly  not  four 

yards  from  the  boat,  and  before  he  can  collect  his 
scattered  senses  his  rod  is  torn  flat  into  the  water, 
fifty  yards  of  line  whizz  off  his  reel,  and  a  great 
silvery  trout,  looking  small  in  the  distance, 
blunders  half  in  half  out  of  the  water,  shaking 
his  head  furiously  to  get  rid  of  the  obnoxious  fly. 
Picture  the  despair  of  a  break,  or  the  feeling  of 
helplessness  which  the  wielder  of  the  rod  feels 
when,  as  in  one  case,  the  only  connection  between 
himself  and  his  prey  was  a  cast  of  the  finest 
undrawn  gut ! 

Incidents  like  this  make  one  realise  it  is  nervous 
work  fishing  at  Blagdon.  Nervous,  I  mean,  in  the 
fact  that  its  possibilities  haunt  one,  and  the 
thought  of  what  may  be,  nay,  of  what  probably 
will  be,  is  ever  present  when  one  is  fishing  that 
beautiful  lake.  My  first  view  of  Blagdon  was  on  a 
calm  September  evening  in  1904.  I  had  just 
arrived  by  the  last  train,,  and  finding  that  the 
station  itself  was  practically  on  the  embankment 
of  the  reservoir,  I  stole  half  an  hour  to  contemplate 
the  place  which  was  so  famous  for  its  trout.  There 
was  one  boat  out,  and  in  it  a  solitary  angler,  whom 
I  met  at  the  landing-place  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
day's  sport.  What  had  he  done  ?  Well,  practically 
nothing,  tackle  too  weak !  And  I  heard  a  doleful 
tale  of  furious  monsters  that  set  his  casts  at 
nought,  broke  his  hooks,  crushed  up  his  Devon 
minnows,  smashed  his  rod,  and  so  on.  To 
accentuate  this,  as  we  were  leaving  the  spot, 
twenty  yards  out  in  the  lake  there  came  a  wallow, 
exactly  similar  to  that  made  by  a  big  pike  chasing 
small  fish.  I  went  to  my  lodgings  that  night  and 
was  haunted  in  my  dreams  by  a  vast  number  of 
impossibly  large  trout  which  took  me  for  a  bait. 

The  lake  looked  very  innocent  of  fish  life  early 
next  morning  in  the  cold  light  of  day,  and  I  was 
on  the  point  of  consigning  Blagdon  and  its  trout 

to  when — here  comes  the  nervous  part — I 

caught  a  six-pounder.  That,  the  keeper  assured 
me,  was  nothing  out  of  the  way,  quite  a  junior  in 
fact;  and,  knowing  what  I  do  now,  I  quite  agree 
with  him.  The  next  fish  was  a  mere  five-pounder, 
and  of  small  account.  However,  I  redeemed 
matters  a  little  with  the  next,  a  fish  just  over  nine 
pounds,  fat  as  butter,  and  the  biggest  trout  taken 
out  of  the  lake  either  before  or  since  that  date. 
Next  day  another  over  9lb.,  one  over  81b.,  and  one 
close  on  71b.  sent  me  away  fairly  satisfied. 

A  friend,  who,  by  the  way,  is  a  first-rate  angler, 
as  he  rested  his  weary  limbs  after  his  first  day  on 
the  lake,  shook  his  head  mournfully,  and  said  he 
did  not  approve  of  such  fishing.  The  phrase  he 
applied  to  it,  "  piscatorial  dram  drinking,"  seems 
to  put  the  whole  thing  in  a  nutshell.  The  thrill 
of  the  rush  of  a  furious  61b.  Blagdon  trout,  coming 
as  it  does  after  hours  of  toil  and  quite  unexpected , 
creates  an  intense  desire  for  a  repetition  of  the 
experience.  We  start  fishing  thorough  sceptics, 
the  first  big  fellow  makes  us  determined  to  go  on 
indefinitely  for  more,  and  by  the  time  we  have 
caught  eight  or  ten — though  few* of  us  do  that 
— we  are  confirmed  "dram  drinkers" — Blagdo- 
maniacs,  in  fact.  How  often  have  I  seen  on  the 
faces  of  my  dry-fly  purist  friends  a  look  of  pity— 
it  may  be  of  scorn — when  they  hear  me  mention 
the  word  "Blagdon."  With  what  shuddering 
superciliousness  do  they  finger  my  No.  7  March 
Browns,  or  worse  still  an  "  Olive  Dun  ''  (save  the 
mark)  of  similar  horrible  dimensions.  Their  taunts 
pass  unheeded,  for.  as  one  who  has  had  many  a 
day  with  the  dry-fly,  their  experiences  are  mine, 
whereas  they  know  nought  of  the  savage  delight 
with  which  one  jams  the  No.  7  into  the  jaws  of  a 
plump  six  or  seven  pound  Blagdon  trout.  Yes, 
and  the  dry-fly  is  of  use  at  Blagdon,  too.  One 
night  four  fell  to  me  this  way  on  a  slightly  smaller 
March  Brown — a  No.  5— though  as  a  matter  of 
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fact  it  did  look  rather  like  a  grey  butterfly  on  the 
water.  Anyhow,  it  floated,  for  it  was  soaked  in 
paraffin,  even  to  the  extent  of  tinging  the  surface 
round  it.  What  the  trout  thought  it  was  good- 
ness only  knows — a  forlorn  cockchafer,  perhaps — 
but  two  of  over  61b.  and  two  little  ones — that  is, 
under  41b. — sampled  it  to  their  cost  in  a  very 
short  time.  To  return  to  the  above-mentioned 
friend,  round  whom  with  one  exception  most  of 
my  recollections  of  the  lake  are  centred.  It  was 
with  some  misgivings  on  my  part  that  I  got  him  to 
accompany  me  on  a  visit  to  Blagdon.  The  first 
day  luck  was  against  him,  for  though  he  toiled 
hard  all  day,  with  the  right  flies  and  threw  a 
splendid  line,  he  did  nothing.  I  was  luckier,  for 
happening  in  the  evening  on  a  bay  where  the  fish 
were  rising,  I  got  one  nearly  Bflb.,  two  more  between 
61b.  and  61b.,  and  several  smaller  ones.  "Where 
are  your  'noble'  trout,"  he  declared  next  day, 
glaring  at  me  across  the  luncheon  table  in  the 
angling  hut.  "  Here,  I  have  fished  for,  let  me  see, 
yes — fourteen  hours  yesterday  and  eight  hours 
to-day — over  twenty  hours,  and  all  for  one  boil!  " 
"  Dear  me !  I'm  so  sorry,  but  hope  it  Isn't  painful," 
exclaimed  a  third  party,  who  shall  be  nameless. 
However,  that  afternoon,  when  the  second,  for  him, 
Ashless  day  was  nearing  its  close,  fortune  smiled  on 
him,  and  he  hooked  a  good  trout  firm  and  well.  As 
the  moment  approached  for  me  to  land  the  fish,  it 
was  my  privilege  to  be  given  a  lecture  on  the  sub- 
ject of  netting  fish,  for  which  I  was  duly  grateful. 
"  Now  then,  bring  that  net  along — oh!  for  heaven's 
sake  don't  wobble  it  about  like  that.  There,  you 
might  have  had  him  then  —  cr-r-r-r-r-whizz,  oh ! 
he's  o£E  again:  steady  now,  keep  cool,  goodness! 
he's  going  under  the  boat ;  you'll  have  to  land  him 
the  other  side."  Meanwhile,  Carr,  the  keeper,  leaned 
on  his  oars  and  beamed  complacently  at  me.  Well, 
we  got  him  at  last,  over  6Jlb.,  and  after  a  good  many 
others  had  followed  him  into  the  boat,  none  quite 
60  big  as  the  first,  and  actually  including  one  portly 
monster  of  nearly  2lb.,  he  got  another,  this  time 
over  6ilb.  "Well,"  he  exclaimed,  as  we  laid  the 
two  or  three  largest  fish  out  for  inspection  that 
evening  on  the  grass,  "I  am  quite  against  stuffing 
fish,  don't  approve  of  it,  in  fact,  but  if  I  go  home 
and  tell  my  relatives  that  I  caught  two  trout  on 
the  fly,  over  61b.  each  the  .'■ame  day,  they  might 
think  I  was  romancing."  I  saw  those  fish  the 
other  day  in  their  glass  tomb,  and  admired  them, 
for  they  were  thoroughly  earned. 

Incidents  at  Blagdon  follow  thick  upon  each 
other,  and  my  three  weeks'  experience  of  the  place 
gives  me  much  food  for  reflection.  How  I  ought 
to  have  done  this  and  that,  and,  oh  !  why  did  I  go 
and  bungle  that  II -pounder  ?  Why,  too,  on  the 
second  finest  day's  sport  there  has  ever  been  at 
Blagdon,  did  we,  or,  rath?r  I,  make  such  a  mess  of 
it.  We  got  seventeen  fish,  7Slb.,  it  is  true,  but  I 
look  back  on  that  day  as  one  of  the  lost  chances  of 
my  angling  career.  I  hooked  and  lost  fish  which 
should  have  come  to  hand,  strained  my  rod  to 
breaking  point,  and  then,  when  the  kink  in  the  top 
joint  threatened  imminent  disaster,  was  too  in- 
different to  see  to  it.  Ten  minutes  later  I  struck 
into  a  fish  which  felt  as  if  the  fly  had  hooked  a 
rock,  so" solid  was  it;  there  was  a  furious  plunge, 
and,  of  course,  the  rod  went,  and  the  fish,  too, 
for  that  matter.  Then,  worse  still,  I  caught  a 
IJ-pounder,  which  was  landed  with  due  ceremony 
to  the  accompaniment  of  unsympathetic  guffaws 
from  my  friend,  who  had  just  put  a  brace  of 
6-pounder8  to  his  account.  Later  that  day  a  big 
fellow  rose  at  my  dropper,  missed  it,  and  as  luck 
would  have  it,  was  hooked  by  the  ascending  tail 
fly.  One  great  rush  he  gave — seventy  yards  clear 
— and  then,  while  I  was  summing  up  the  chances 
of  his  being  a  10-pounder  or  not,  the  fly  came  out ! 
Truly,  that  was  a  day  of  evil  fortune,  and  the 
evening  did  not  mend  matters.  It  fell  dead  calm 
at  7  o'clock,  and  we  lay  motionless.  My  rod  was 
tucked  away  in  the  boat,  and  we  were  smoking  and 
waiting  for  a  fish  to  rise.  .As  the  east  was  close  to 
my  hand  I  took  it,  dropped  it  in  the  water  and 
worked  it  up  and  down  by  hand.  Whilst  watching 
the  play  of  the  wings  and  hackle  in  the  water, 
without  warning,  a  fish  of  31b.  or  4lb.  rushed  up 
and  took  the  March  Brown.  To  give  a  vicious  strike 
by  hand  and  then  get  the  rod  from  beneath  the 
thwart  was  the  work  of  a  moment,  but  the  fish  was 
gone.  Later  still,  as  we  were  rowing  in,  and  my 
friend  in  the  stem  was  seated  facing  me,  doing 
nothins;  in  particular,  there  was  a  big  rise,  not  a 
yard  from  the  boat,  dead  in  our  wake.  Up  he 
jumped,  dropped  bis  fly  over  the  stem,  and  that 


trout  confidingly  fastened  on  at  once.  We  got  him 
all  right,  but  felt  sorry  for  such  a  poor  foolish  speci- 
men, so  dropped  him  overboard  again — the  largest 
trout  beyond  question  that  has  ever  been  returned 
at  Blagdon,  SJlb.,  and  a  very  pretty  fish,  too.  Our 
best  fish  that  day  was  7ilb.,  and  some  excuse  may 
be  found  for  my  blunders  in  that  on  the  previous 
day  the  sport  was  so  astounding  that  after  it  odd 
5-pounders  hooked  and  lost  made  little  difference. 
Briefly  put,  we  had  twenty-three  trout  between  the 
hours  of  9  and  4.30,  throe  being  returned,  as  the 
limit  is  ten  fish  per  day  per  rod.  The  twenty-three 
•neighed,  when  taken  from  the  water,  1051b. ;  the 
twenty  fish  retained,  95lb. — in  the  evening  at  the 
hut,  91^1b.  The  biggest  was  8 Jib.,  the  smallest 
2ijlb.  The  fly  accounted  for  all  of  them.  Wo  left 
off  fishing  at  4.30,  when  the  trout  were  rising  hard. 
What  we  should  have  caught  during  the  three  and 
a  half  hours  still  available  for  fi.shing,  goodness 
only  knows.  Still,  we  had  at  4.30  a  show  of  trout 
that  can  never  have  been  excelled  in  England  for 
two  rods  to  a  day's  fishing,  and  which,  even  at 
Blagdon,  it  is  highly  improbable  will  ever  bo  done 
again.  When,  too,  the  reader  remembers  that  tho 
ten  fish  limit  stopped  our  fishing  at  4.30,  wo  still 
had  three  and  a  half  hours  clear  left,  we  were  in 
the  middle  of  a  grand  drift,  and  the  fish  were 
rising  hard.  True,  we  might  have  gone  on  fishing 
and  returning  the  fish,  but  that  carried  to  excess 
seemed  to  us  to  be  against  the  spirit  of  the  ten 
fish  per  day  rule ;  and  bdlides,  no  self-respecting 
angler  could  confront  such  a  pile  of  magnificent 
trout  and  not  consider  it  sufficient  for  the  day.  I 
think  there  is  little  doubt  that  we  should  have 
come  somewhere  very  near  forty  fish.  The  day 
must  surely  stand  as  the  best  result  ever  obtained 
by  the  artificial  fly  anywhere  outside  New 
Zealand.  Of  course,  dapping  in  Ireland  can  some- 
times show  results  which  approximate  to  this, 
though  very  rarely ;  and  besides,  dapping  can 
hardly  be  compared  to  the  taking  of  these  trout 
on  May  Fly  casts  and  9ft.  Gin.  rods.  Twenty- 
three  fish  the  first  day,  seventeen,  781b.,  eight, 
321b.,  and  ten,  46|lb.  (the  last  day  one  rod  only 
and  limit),  give  for  three  days  two  rods  and  one 
day  one  rod,  the  grand  total  of  fifty-eight  trout, 
2601b. — fifty-one  to  the  fly  and  seven  spinning ;  all 
the  larger  ones  being  on  the  fly.  There  have  been 
a  number  of  fish  taken  there  at  the  end  of  the 
past  season,  but  their  average  weight  of  31b.  or  so 
was  small  indeed  to  the  41b.  lOoz.  average  we 
maintained  throughout.  With  us  a  3-pounder  was 
an  event,  and,  as  I  have  said,  a  1  ^-pounder  a'' 
catastrophe.  But  to  return  to  that  evening 
rise. 

No  trout  fisherman,  howover  old  or  experienced, 
can  have  any  real  idea  of  what  that  means  in  siu'h 
a  place  and  with  such  fish  unless  he  has  had  some 
actual  knowledge  of  it  himself.  On  two  or  three 
occasions  we  each  had  a  fish  on  simultaneously. 
Once  they  cro.^sed,  and  it  was  only  by  means  of 
certain  acrobatic  performances  that  we  got  loose 
again.  I  shall  never  forget  that  afternoon,  nor, 
indeed,  will  my  friend.  We  caught  about  one  fish 
in  three  that  rose  to  us.  Once  I  hooked  two  at 
once,  a  big  one  of  about  81b.  on  the  dropper  and  a 
5-pounder  on  the  tail  fly.  They  floundered  out  of 
the  water  together  w  ithin  three  yards  of  the  boat, 
and  paralysed  me  with  astonishment.  The  8-pounder 
eventually  wrenched  the  dropper  off,  the  51b.  fish 
being  basketed.  C — •  hooked  a  monster,  which 
went  off  with  his  fly,  and  I  did  the  same  with  a 
great  leathern-jawed  cock  fish,  but  got  my  fly  back. 
On  another  occasion  a  fish  took  the  fly  close  to  tho 
boat,  and  in  one  great  rush,  followed  upby  a  couple  of 
frantic  leaps — wo  distinctly  heard  the  heavy  smack 
with  which  lie  hit  the  water  on  his  descent — cleared 
every  inch  of  line  off  the  reel,  and  was  gone  with 
tho  lot.  The  fastening  on  the  reel  had  given 
way  ! 

As  I  said  at  the  commencement  of  this  article, 
it  is  nervous  work,  when  one  has  to  face  incidents 
like  these  in  fishing  for  trout,  mind  you :  salmon 
fishing  is  different,  widely  so ;  there  is  an  exqui- 
sitely nervous  moment  when  a  salmon  rises  with  a 
delightful  boil  at  the  fly,  but  to  me,  at  any  rate,  it 
is  greatly  lessened  by  the  knowledge  that  even  if 
the  fish  is  lost,  one  can  soon  get  another,  to-day, 
to-morrow,  or  any  time.  At  Blagdon  it  is  different. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  the  only  spot  where,  to  my 
knowledge,  71b.  and  81b.  and  even  91b.  and  lOib.  fish 
rise  readily  to  your  fly  when  you  come  across  them  ; 
and,  secondly,  one  realises  that  time  is  precious,  and 
this  glorious  state  of  things  cannot  last.  One  can 
now,;  and  always  will  be  able,  to  go  and  catch 


salmon,  bub  it  is  tho  writer's  reluctant  beliiif  that 
in  years  to  come  the  gigantic  trout  of  Blagdon 
Reservoir  will  bo  as  extinct  as  the  dodo. 

M.  R.  L.  White. 

[Anglers  who  propose  to  visit  Blagdon  Lake — I 
do  not  like  the  word  "  reservoir  "  for  such  a  grand 
sheet  of  water — will  find  many  useful  hints  in 
Mr.  White's  interesting  account  of  his  great  sport 
there.  I  have  not  fished  on  the  Irish  lakes  in  tho 
May  Fly  season,  and  therefore  I  am  not  able  to 
say  from  personal  experience  whether  the  trout  of 
those  lakes  are  as  game  as  Blagdon  fish  or  not. 
It  would  1)6  interesting  to  hear  what  the  views  are 
of  other  anglers  who  know  both.  I  have  got  quite 
a  wrong  idea  of  the  way  Lough  Derg  trout  fight 
in  the  May  Fly  season  from  Mr,  David  Pine's 
account  of  his  great  sport  with  trout  up  to  I2^1b. 
Mr.  Pine  is  a  first-rate  fly-fisher,  and  I  believe  it 
took  him  near  half-an-hour  to  kill  ono  of  his  big 
trout  once. — R.  B.  M.] 

A  TEIAL   OF   LIGHT  RODS. 

{By  permission  from  the  "  FieH"  of  Feb.  3.) 

Every  now  and  then  there  arises  in  the  angling 
world  some  question  of  debate  which  in  a 
greater  or  a  less  degree  interests  nearly  everybody. 
Such  a  question  produced  the  "  up  or  down 
stream "  controversy ;  such  a  question  brought 
about  the  contest  of  "  dry  fly  wcr.y?/.s  wet";  and 
such  a  question  in  more  recent  years  has  stimulated 
the  discussion  on  the  comparative  -merits  of  light 
and  heavy  fly  rods.  Though  in  those  debates  there 
are  always  some  extreme  partisans  to  whom  the 
word  "  compromise  "  is  odious,  it  is  a  tribute  to 
the  good  sense  of  fishermen  in  general  that  a  com- 
promise is  the  invariable  result  of  free  discussion. 
It  becomes  ajiparent  to  the  unprejudiced  onlooker 
what  is  sound  in  each  array  of  argument,  and  he 
adopts  any  suggestion  that  seems  to  be  likely  to 
benefit  himself  without  prejudice  of  party.  This 
is  rapidly  taking  place  in  the  latest  debate.  AVhen 
the  light  rod  was  first  brought  forward  as  a  desir- 
able thing,  there  were  many  who  shrugged  their 
shoulders  and  denied  its  usefulness  for  English 
wat3rs.  But  there  were  others  who  hailed  it  as 
the  last  Word  in  fly  fishing,  and  predicted  a  speedy 
bonfire  for  all  the  old  favourites  that  weighed  more 
than  the  prescribed  number  of  ounces.  Each  party 
had  right  on  its  side,  as  the  main  body  of  anglers 
has  not  been  slow  to  see.  On  some  waters  the 
light  rod  is  inadequate,  but  on  other  waters  it  is 
perfectly  efficient  and  a  great  improvement  on  the 
old  convention. 

Following  on  this  recognition  of  the  light  rod  as 
having  a  place  in  the  English  scheme  of  things 
came  the  demand  for  it,  which  is  comparatively 
recent ;  and  in  answer  to  that  demand  the  tackle 
manufacturers  have  been  busying  themselves  with 
supply.  Here,  however,  has  arisen  another  dis- 
cussion. It  has  been  said  that  English  manufac- 
turers are  not  turning  out  the  same  class  of  light 
split-cane  rod  as  the  Americans,  or,  at  any  rate, 
that  they  have  not  done  so  yet ;  and  it  has  been 
inferred  in  some  quarters  that  they  cannot  do  so, 
and  are  therefore  beaten  at  the  game  which  they 
originally  taught  to  their  rivals.  Tliere  was  just 
so  much  truth  in  tho  allegation  that  until  quite 
recently  no  English  house  had  turned  out  a  rod 
possessing  the  qualities  of  the  American  rods  best 
known  over  here,  the  "Leonard  "  rods,  length  for 
length  and  weight  for  weight ;  at  any  rate,  no  such 
rod  had  been  brought  to  our  notice.  These  qualities 
were  stiffness,  steeliness,  and  casting  power,  all  of 
them,  in  our  opinion,  somewhat  exaggerated  in 
importance  by  the  fact  that  tournament  casting 
has  been  so  much  used  in  the  discussion  to  show 
what  the  "  Leonard  "  rods  could  do.  The  ordinary 
angler  does  not  want  to  cast  in  tournaments,  but 
to  fish,  and  for  this  purpo.se  the  English  light  rods 
are  as  well  suited  as  need  be.  We  have  a  split- 
cane  rod  (lOft.  in  length  and  6i-oz.  in  weight), 
built  to  order  two  years  ago  by  a  London  firm, 
which  could  not  be  bettered  as  a  weapon  for 
delicate  fishing,  and  we  have  seen  a  good  many 
light  rods  by  different  makers  which  seemed  to  us 
capable  of  doing  all  that  could  be  fairly  required  of 
them  at  the  waterside. 

However,  though  English  makers  were  un- 
doubtedly building  excellent  light  rods,  the  cry 
still  went  up  that  the  American  qualities  were  not 
yet  forthcoming  in  their  productions,  and  at  last 
it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  R.  B-  Marston  in  the  FisMntf 
Gazette  that  the  matter  should  be  settled  by  some 
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of  our  manufacturers  taking  a  "Leonard"  rod, 
which  he  would  lend  them  for  the  purpose,  and 
copying  it  exactly  in  length,  weight,  and  qualities. 
This  suggestion  bore  fruit,  and  last  Monday  at  the 
Winter  Club,  Olympia,  we  had  the  opportimity, 
by  the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  Marston,  to  whose 
energy  and  enterprise  the  fly-fishing  public  will  be 
much  indebted,  of  testing  rods  built  by  two 
different  makers  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  secret  of  building  light  rods  with  the  desired 
qualities  is  not  confined  to  the  United  States.  The 
two  firms  in  question  were  Messrs.  Allcock  and 
Co.,  of  Redditch,  and  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of 
Alnwick,  and  the  rod  which  they  had  to  match 
was  a  "  Leonard,"  10ft.  in  length  and  SJoz.  in 
weight.  Fairly  severe  casting  tests,  with  both 
light  and  heavy  lines,  were  given,  and,  having 
handled  all  the  rods  and  proved  for  ourselves  their 
capacity  for  throwing  and  recovering  a  long  line, 
we  can  safely  say  that  the  latest  English  produc- 
tions have  all  the  qualities  which  have  been 
admired  in  the  American  prototypes,  and  which 
we  have  enumerated. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  who  came  up  from  Alnwick  for 
the  purpose,  had  brought  several  rods  with  him, 
all  built  with  an  eye  to  the  American  qualities  of 
lightness  and  power.  Three  10ft-  rods  varied  from 
5oz.  lOdr.  to  5oz.  l.Wr.  A  rod  of  9ft.  lOin.  weighed 
5oz.  lldr.,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  most  powerful  of 
them  all,  while  two  Oft.  rods  weighed  5oz.  Gdr.  and 
5oz.  4dr.  respectively.  These  rods  all  fulfilled  the 
claims  that  were  made  for  them  to  our  complete 
satisfaction,  and  they  were  not  in  the  least  over- 
burdensd  by  a  heavy  dry-fly  line.  The  casting 
had  perforce  to  be  done  on  asphalt  under  cover, 
so  that  recovery  and  delivery  of  line  were  easier 
than  they  would  have  been  in  water,  but  a  measured 
cast  of  over  31  yards,  made  by  Mr.  Hardy  with  the 
Oft.  lOin.  rod,  was  enough  to  prove  the  power  of 
the  new  style  of  weapon.  There  was  also  a  little 
rod  weighing  only  3oz.  7dr.,  which  we  found  would 
put  out  24  yards  with  comj  a'ative  ease.  After 
finishing  with  Messrs.  Hardy's  rod  i,  we  gave  a  rod 
built  by  Messrs.  Alice ck  (who  were  not  represented) 
an  independent  trial,  casting  first  with  the  5foz. 
"Leonard,"  and  then  with  the  English  rod,  which 
was  of  the  same  length  and  weight.  The  san  e 
line,  a  heavy  tapered  one,  was  used  with  each. 
The  result  was  no  less  satisfactory  than  in  the 
previous  trials.  Testing  both  rods  to  the  utmost 
of  our  ability,  we  found  that  we  got  out  about 
2ft.  more  Jine  with  the  PJnglish  rod,  whiA  had 
practically  the  same  action  as  the  other.  If  any- 
thing, it  was  slightly  the  more  powerful  of  the  two, 
but  the  American  had  seen  a  season's  fishing,  so 
honours  were  about  even. 

At  last,  therefore,  now  that  two  representative 
English  tackle-makers  have  taken  the  matter  up 
and  dealt  with  it,  the  question  whether  light  rods 
with  American  characteristics  can  be  built  in  this 
country  is  satisfactorily  answered.    For  our  own 
part,  we  have  never  doubted  the  ability  of  our 
countrymen  to  do  it  if  their  English  customers 
desired  it,  and  this  the  Field  has  maintained  any 
time  these  twenty  years.    The  only  thing  lacking 
was  incentive.    The  conditions  of  most  trout  fishing 
in  the  United  States  are  very  different  from  the 
conditions  of  trout  fishing  here.    The  dry  fly  there 
is  even  now  almost  unknown,  and  therefore,  of 
course,  it  is  not  fully  understood  by  what  process 
of  evolution  we  have  arrived  at  the  stiff,  heavy  rod 
which  is  popular  on  our  chalk  streams.    It  needs 
experience   to  show  when  the  powerful  rod  is 
necessary,  such  experience  as  a  lively  three -pounder 
in  a  weedy  reach  of  the  Test  or  Kennet  gives,  or  as 
comes  to  one  in  the  face  of  a  steady  down-stream 
wind  when  the  trout  are  feeding  under  one's  own 
bank,  or  as  is  impressed  when  the  fly  catches  in  a 
tall  thistle  behind  one's  back.    There  are  times 
when  a  heavy,  powerful  rod,  which  will  compel  the 
line  to  do  what  is  required,  is  a  necessity  to  a 
happy  life.     But  it  is  now  realised  that  there 
are  other  times  when  other  habits  may  not  be  amiss. 
Smaller  streams  and  calmer  days  emphasise  the 
beauty  of  lighter  rods,  and  it  is  well  that  anglers 
can  now  obtain  in  their  own  country  any  descrip- 
tion of  light  rod  they  wish,  whether  it  be  after  the 
American  pattern,  with  its  stiffness  and  lightning 
recovery,  or  after  the  English  pattern,  with  its 
easier  action  and  gentler  strike.    It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  quality  of  mercy  cultivated  in  a 
rod  is  a  valuable  asset  if  one  desires  to  use  fine 
gut.    It  is  not  all  men  who  have  a  light  hand,  and 
possibly  before  very  long  the  gossamer  point  will 
be  essential  to  success  on  our  much-flogged  streams. 


"THE  MIGHTY  MAHSEBR  AND  OTHER 
FISH,  OR  HINTS  TO  J5EGINNERS 
ON  INDIAN  FISHING."  * 


In  the  preface  to  the  first  edition  it  was  stated 
to  have  been  "  simply  composed  from  a  few  notes 
made  by  the  author  and  his  friends,"  but  in  review- 
ing it  wo  found  and  demonstrated  that  it  was  simply 
pillaged  wholesale,  not  onlylwithout  acknowledg- 
ment of  any  sort  whatever,  but  with  frequent 
claims  to  originality.  In  the  preface  to  the  present 
edition  the  charge  of  pillage  is  recognised  to  be 
unrebuttable,  and  it  is  admitted  after  a  fashion 
that  is  transparent,  and  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  category  as  the  earlier  claims  to  originality. 
"  It  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  one  or  two 
friends  that  the  first  edition  was  too  closely  framed 
on  'The  Rod  in  India.'  For  this  I  can  only  offer 
my  fullest  apologies  to  Mr.  H.  8.  Thomas,  and  hope 
that  he  will  forgive  me ;  my  great  difficulty  was 
to  avoid  falling  into  the  phraseology  of  that  most 
excellent  book,  knowing  it  as  I  do  almost  off  by 
heart,  as  I  know  '  The  Punjaub  Angler's  Hand- 
book,' and  'Tank  Angling'  also."  But  a  singular 
instance  of  this  "  remarkably  good  memory  down 
to  odd  inches "  has  already  been  noticed  in  our 
earlier  review  of  June,  1904,  and  the  claim  to 


for  our  river  fish.  None  of  the  bigger  carps,  like 
the  mahseer,  go  out  to  sea  yearly  as  do  the  salmon." 

He  is  not  aware,  seemingly,  that  the  far-famed 
Indian  herring,  the  Hilsa,  coi  responds  in  its  sea- 
dwelling  habits  with  our  salmon,  visiting  the  rivers 
only  for  spawning,  and  covering  hundreds  of  miles 
of  inland  ascent  therein  to  as  high  as  Delhi,  Agra, 
and  Cawnpore,  as  recorded  in  Dr.  Day's  "Fishes  of 
India."  He  also  ignores  in  this  connection  the 
well-known  "Tamarind  Fish,"  Lates  calcarifer,  free 
river  visitant  though  it  is,  and  much  in  evidence 
in  the  Calcutta  fish  market.  And  has  he  an  idea 
that  carps  other  than  the  bigger  ones  go  to  sea,  or 
do  wo  misunderstand  him  ? 

Chapter  XI.,  "Trout  Culture  in  Ceylon, 
Cashmere,  and  on  the  Nilgiris,"  is  interesting,  the 
first  part  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  T.  Farr  particularly 
so,  bearing  internal  evidence,  as  it  does,  of  special 
knowledge  and  observation.  Then  follow  con- 
tributions from  various  pens  about  Cashmere.  It 
was  found  in  Ceylon  that  brown  trout,  Salmo 
fario,  raised  there  from  imported  ova  would  not 
breed  there,  whereon  trial  being  made  of  rainbow 
trout,  Salmo  irideus,  it  was  established  that  the 
temperature  favours  the  acclimatisation  thereof 
to  the  extent  of  their  reproducing  their  species, 
and  the  same  being  found  in  Cashmere,  Cashmerians 
are  so  much  elated  that  one  almost  shrinks  from 


Cabanx  or  Kokaei  caught  at  Port  Blair,  on  the  Andamans. 


memory  disposed  of  in  the  following  paragraph:  — 
"And  a  perusal  of  the  context  of  both  passages 
suggests  that  the  author  must  have  had  '  The 
Rod  in  India '  not  only  in  his  memory,  but  on 
the  table  before  him  while  writing,  so  close  is  the 
appropriation,  varied  just  enough  to  escape  being  a 
quotation.  And  the  order  of  treatment  of  subjects, 
while  varied  in  places  like  the  phraseology,  more 
often  follows  the  order  of  '  The  Rod  in  India '  so 
closely  that  it  again  suggests  that  it  could  not  well 
have  been  done  without  the  book  being  on  the 
table  while  writing."-  And  memory  cannot  be 
taken  as  accounting  for  the  exact  copying  of 
plates  of  fish  in  all  the  minutiae  indicated. 

So  we  may  dismiss  the  apology  as  only  accentuat- 
ing the  justice  of  our  criticism  of  the  first  edition 
in  June,  1904,  and  apply  ourselves  to  the  new 
matter. 

There  is  a  rough  map  of  localities  at  the  com- 
mencement which  may  be  useful  to  some. 

In  the  final  Chapter  XVII.  on  fish  preservation 
for  food  the  author  gets  out  of  his  depth.  "And 
out  here,"  he  writes,  "we  have  not  the  sea  to  fall 
back  on,  as  we  have  at  home,  as  a  protected  area 


*  "  The  Mighty  Mahseer  and  Other  Fi^h,  or  Hints 
to  Beginners  on  Indian  Fishing."  By  "  Skene- 
Dhu."  Second  edition.  Publiaher  ? :  Higginbotham 
and  Co.,  Madras.  1900. 


pointing  them  to  the  warning  experience  of  Mr.  T. 
Farr  on  page  82: — "The  Horton  plains  stream, 
which  resembles  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Pykara 
on  the  Nilgiri  plateau,  contains  many  rainbow 
trout  of  31b.  and  41b.,  but  fish  of  this  size  do  not 
rise  to  the  fly  as  readily  as  those  of  from  12oz.  to 
IJlb. ;  but  on  specially  favourable  days  the  large 
deep  pools  will  yield  to  the  angbr  many  a  fine 
fish,"  an  experience  of  which  we  are  not  without 
confirmation  in  England. 

Mr.  Farr  gives  us  also  the  glad  news  that  the 
May  Fly  may  at  certain  seasons  be  seen  in 
thousands  on  the  Horton  plains  of  Ctylon.  The 
same  is  not  said  of  Cashmere,  perhaps  for  want  of 
like  observation.  If,  on  closer  attention,  it  is 
found  that  they  are  not  indigenous  there,  they 
could  possibly  be  introduced  from  Ceylon  hyber- 
nated  in  the  larval  form. 

Then  follow  many  pages  of  extracts  from  notes 
of  the  Nilgiri  Association,  from  we  know  not  how 
many  pens,  as  the  names  of  writers  are  not 
attached,  which  is  most  unfortunate,  as  it  makes 
it  impoi5sible  to  eliminate  those  which  are  ob- 
viously unreliable,  as  scientifically  inaccurate, 
from  those  which  may  be  thoroughly  reliable, 
as  being  from  the  pens  of  competent  observers, 
and  thus  unfortunately  casts  a  cloud  of  uncer- 
tainty over  what  may  be  intrinsically  valuable. 

As  far  as  we  can  gather  from  the  tangled  mass  of 


   - 

February  10,  1906 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


95 


possible  accuracy  mixed  up  with  obvious  error,  the 
outcome  of  established  facts  is  seemingly  that  not 
a  few  trout,  Salmo  fario,  have  been  put  out,  and 
have  thriven,  growing  to  21b.,  41b.,  and  71b.,  and 
many  smaller  ones,  reared,  may  be,  from  imported 
ova,  have  been  caught,  and  one  of  21b.  killed  in  a 
net  was  full  of  ova ;  but  that  they  have  spawned 
productive  ova  that  have  yielded  fry,  that  have 
thriven,  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  established  as  a 
certainty.  And  "Skene-Dhu's"  conclusion  is: 
"  Unfortunately  in  this  year.  Anno  Domini,  1905,  the 
trout  fishing  on  the  Nilgiris  may  still  be  represented 
by  the  word  nil.''' 

However,  there  is  such  an  amoxmt  of  enthusiasm 
and  laudable  perseverance  shown  that,  with  the 
lessons  to  be  learnt  from  Ceylon  and  Cashmere,  we 
cannot  but  cherish  the  hope  that  success  may  ere 
long  be  demonstrated  beyond  question. 

To  one  angler  a  fish  styled  vaguely  a  "  mountain 
carp  "  yielded  "  151b.  weight  of  fish  in  three  hours 
one  day."  Bat  we  are  left  in  the  dark  about  the 
scientific  name  of  the  fish,  and  how  many  of  them 
went  to  make  up  15lb.,  so  that  we  know  not 
whereon  to  build  hopes,  hopeful  though  we  would 
most  gladly  be.  And  we  sincerely  trust  the 
Association  will  take  as  friendly  meant  our  yearn- 
ings for  so  much  scientific  accuracy  as  will  convey 
to  us  definite  ideas  of  what  is  actually  being  achieved 
by  their  praiseworthy  perseverance  and  energy. 

Chapter  XII.,  on  "Fishing  in  Andaman  Waters," 
contributed  by  Major  W.  Molesworth,  I.M.S.,  is  a 
welcome  addition,  well  written,  and  carefully  giving 
with  satisfactory  exactness  and  interesting  detail 
all  the  little  points  that  a  new-comer  would  wish 
to  know  in  view  to  successful  fishing  for  the 
principal  fish,  the  Caranx,  and  the  Cybium  or  Seer. 
Of  the  former,  which  is  the  Kokari  of  the  Andaman 
vernacular,  we  give  a  copy  of  a  photograph  showing 
a  fine  take  of  them.  One  little  point  has  escaped 
Dr.  Molesworth.  Does  he  use  a  float  when  live- 
baiting,  and  does  he  fish  near  the  surface  or  at  any 
preferred  depth  ? 


HENEY  A.  MURTON'S  ANNUAL 
SALE. 


A  GLANCE  at  p.  iv.  of  our  advertisements  will 
show  that  Mr.  Henry  A.  Murton,  of  8  and  10, 
Grainger  -  street,  Newcastle  -  on ;  Tyne,  is  holding 
his  annual  stock-taking  and  general  clearance 
sale.  In  order  to  efEect  a  clearance  great  reduc- 
tions in  price  have  been  made.  In  addition  to 
salmon,  trout,  pike,  sea,  and  other  rods,  reels, 
bags,  fly-books,  tackle  cases,  baskets,  and  creels 
— in  fact,  everything  an  angler  could  ■wash  for — 
there  is  a  large  assortment  of  waterproof  and 
india-rubber  goods  to  select  from. 

At  the  Northern  Anglers'  Resort  anglers  (and 
their  wives  and  daughters)  may  be  supplied  with 
very  article  connected  with  indoor  or  outdoor 
.^port — shooting,  motoring,  golfing,  cricketing, 
lawn  bowls,  tents,  chairs,  hockey„boxing,  even  to 
bathing  and  swimming  costumes.  As  the  sale  is 
drawing  to  a  close,  application  should  be  made  for 
a  catalogue,  which  will  be  immediately  sent  post 
free  on  application. 

A  DAY'S  ROACH  FISHING  ON 
THE  YORKSHIRE  DERWENT. 
BYj"  Baz." 

Time. — Friday,  Dec.  8,  8.15  p.m. 

Place. — That  favourite  rendezvous  of  all  good 
ports,  the  Robin  Hood  Hotel,  Leeds. 

Enter  the  writer  with  a  bait-can  containing  half 
■I  score  of  lively  roach  and  dace. 

■■  Now  then,  Baz,  where  for  to-morrow  ?  "  quoth 
mine  host,  Tom  Foxcroft,  as  I  carefully  deposited 
the  V>ait-can  under  the  seat.  I'm  off  up  the  Der- 
wcnt — to  Yedingham  Bridge — just  for  an  odd  day, 
to  sec  if  I  can  tempt  some  of  the  little  roach  that 
hang  out  there  to  make  the  return  journey,"  I 
replied.  Going  roaching,  are  you  ?  "  chirped  in 
Tom ;  "  what  are  you  doing  with  live-bait  then  ?  " 
1  informed  him  that  the  bait-can  was  just  a  sort  of 
precautionary  measure,  and  that  were  I  to  go 
without  it,  the  chances  were  ten  to  one  that  as  soon 
n  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  the  roach  together, 
.1  jack  would  come  along  and  chivvy  them  away, 
and  that  as  it  is  the  exception  to  get  a  roach  under 
^Ib.  in  thi.i  particular  reach,  it  would  bo  throwing 
').  chance  away,  and  wasting  time  into  the  bargain 


to  rely  on  catching  baits  on  the  spot.  At  i\w  same 
time,  with  a  small  bait  I  should  stand  more  than  a 
sporting  chance  of  removing  the  "  bobby,"  after 
which  the  roach  would  return  to  their  favourite 
haunts,  like  boys  to  a  street  corner. 

"  What  time  are  you  going,  Mi-.  B.,"  queried 
an  expert  known  as  the  "  Barbel  King,"  who  not 
so  long  ago  killed  a  barbel  of  6jlb.  on  5x  in  a  strong 
weir  stream.  "  2.48,"  I  replied.  "  Oh  !  you're 
going  to-morrow  afternoon  to  fish  Sunday,  are 
you  ?  "  ventured  the  "  B.  K."  "  No,  that  is  not 
so  ;  I  am  setting  ofE  at  2.48  in  the  morning  to  fish 
to-morrow,'"  I  told  him.  At  which  one  and  all  drcM- 
a  deep  breath,  and  chucked  out  all  manner  of 
"  remarks  sarcastic." 

To  cut  a  long  story  short,  the  genial  "  Charlie  " 
Cracknell,  than  whom  no  better  sport  has  ever 
handled  rod  or  gun,  and  "yours  truly"  met  at 
Leeds  N.E.: Station  at  a  few  minutes  before  3  a.m., 
in  order  to  be  on  the  fishing  ground  between  seven 
and  eight  o'clock.  "  Seen  anything  of  Harrison  ?  ' 
I  asked  "  C.  C.  "  (Harrison  should  have  been  with 
us  but  was  not.)  "  No,"  he  replied,  and  as  the 
train  moved  off,  we  correctly  concluded  that  he 
had  missed  it. 

Having  incidentally  stowed  away  a  supplementary 
breakfast  during  the  two  and  a  half  hours'  wait  at 
York,  we  arrived  at  Heslerton  (the  nearest  station 
to  our  destination)  to  schedule  time,  and  started 
with  great  hopes  on  the  twenty  minutes'  walk  to 
Yedingham  Bridge.  We  turned  off  along  a  foot- 
path running  alongside  a  cottage  just  opposite  the 
little  duck  pond,  three  minutes  short  of  the  bridge 
(and  the  Providence  Inn),  and  in  a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  were  on  the  river's  bank.    Carefully  baiting  a 


A'  Yedingham  Bridge. 
A  Where  I  made  a  start. 
B  Where  "  C.  C."  made  a  start. 
C  Where  we  found  Harrison. 


favourite  swim  with  bran  and  bread  "  for  future 
reference  "  if  need  be,' we  walked  half  a  mile  further 
up  to  where  the  hedge  abuts  on  the  river,  and 
where  there  is  a  nice  steady  slack  on  the  edge  of  a 
sharp  stream.  Whilst  I  tried  this,  my  diminutive 
friend  (he  stands  6ft.,  and  is  broad  with  it)  took 
the  next  "  shoulder,"  some  40yds.  up  stream,  the 
tacit  agreement  being  that  the  lucky  one  to  "  touch" 
first,  should  shout.  After  throwing  in  half  a  dozen 
maggots,  and  a  small  quantity  of  "  'tice  'em,"  I 
lighted  my  big  pipe  (a  champion  to  cadge  with), 
washed  my  hands  several  yards  lower  do\vn  stream, 
and  tackled  up — long  rod,  running  line,  gut  tapered 
to  5x  and  a  No.  13  Crystal,  on  which  were  impaled 
a  couple  of  lively  gentles.  As  I  knew  the  depth  to 
an  inch  there  was  no  necessity  to  plumb.  No 
sooner  had  the  little  piece  of  cylindrical  cork  settled 
and  begun  to  drag  than  a  suspicious  stoppage 
occurred,  at  which  I  struck  with  just  sufficient 
power  to  cover  the  barb,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
longer  a  12oz.  roach  was  giving  his  last  kick. 
"  Charlie  !  I've  hod  ! "  I  cried,  and  quickly 
rcbaiting  had  landed  a  nicely-fed  dace  of  nearly 
lOoz.  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell.  Again  I 
shouted  "  Charlie  !  "  Two  more  fat  maggots  and 
in  again.  Aha  !  What  was  that  ?  Yes,  I  thought 
so  ;  no  dip,  but  just  the  least  suggestion  of  a  "  nod  " 
to  one  side,  a  quick  response,  and  something  heavier 
at  the  hook  end  told  me  I  had  struck  a  better 
fish.  Carefully  steering  him  out  of  ths  swim  to  a 
convenient  spot  below,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  netting 
a  picture  of  1  lb.  4oz.,  the  best  fish  so  far.  This 
time  my  "  mate  "  responded  to  the  call,  and  both 
of  us  anticipated  a  record  day.  Alas,  for  vain  hopes  ! 
After  1  had  landed  the  brother  to  the  l^lb.  fish, 
had  induced  a  sizeable  dace  to  sample  a  little  "  gilt 
tail,"  and  Charlie  had  also  "broken  his  egg"  in 
two  or  three  places,  the  fish  wont  suddenly  off  the 


feed,  and  nothing  we  tried  could  induce  a  nibble 
of  any  sort.  The  place  was  also  carefully  searched 
with  a  little  dace,  but  Kmx  Ivxiux  was  either  not  the 
cause  of  the  cessation  in  biting,  or  was  too  'cute  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  a  fish  having  hooks  and 
a  line  growing  out  of  it. 

After  "  sticking  it  "  for  another  hour  we  gave  it 
up — one  or  other,  or  both  of  us,  must  have  shown 
ourselves — and  determincid  to  try  the  spot  we  had 
baited  on  the  way  up.  Judge  of  our  consternation, 
when  we  came  into  view,  to  behold  another  angler 
fishing  one  end  of  the  swim  we  had  fed  !  "  Well, 
I'll  be  shot  !  "  exclaimed  Ciacknell,  though  how 
that  would  have  solved  the  difficulty  he  did  not 
explain.  "  What  are  we  to  do  now  ?  '\  I  asked. 
"  Let's  go  and  chuck  him  in,  if  he's  a  little  chap, 
for  coming  and  fishing  our  hole,"  jokingly  suggested 
Charlie.  But  there  was  no  need  for  the  employ- 
ment of  drastic  measures,  for  on  closer  inspection, 
the  jumper  of  claims, turned  out  to  be  none  other 
than  Harrison,  whose  good  lady  had  sat  up  to  call 
him,  but  through  long  watching  had  herself  fallen 
asleep,  and  not  waking  till  long  after  train  time, 
her  spouse  had  had  to  be  content  with  following 
us  by  the  7.20,  and  had  only  arrived  at  Yedingham 
a  few  minutes  before  we  caught  sight  of  him.  Our 
mutual  friend  had  turned  the  time  to  good  account, 
for  he  had  already  "  nobbled  "  three  good  fish,  one 
of  them  a  lump  above  a  pound.  As  there  was 
ample  room  for  everybody,  we  were  soon  busy,  and, 
as  all  three  of  us-  were  using  the  lightest  of  light 
tackle,  no  harm  was  likely  to  be  done  so  long  as 
we  remained  out  of  sight. 

Harrison  had  brought  no  ground-bait,  but  the 
deficiency  was  quickly  made  good.  He  was  soon 
into  another  good  fish  as  large  as  hisjfirst,  but  for 
some  time  neither  Charlie  nor  I  could  get  a  touch. 
The  ice  was  broken  at  last,  however,  and  gi-andly- 
fed  fish  of  1  lb.  12oz.  and  1  lb.  6Joz.  fell  to  my 
rod  in  quick  succession,  Harrison,  who  was  on  my 
left,  also  getting  an  occasional  good  fish.  The  wind, 
which  had  been  blowing  rather  strongly  all  day, 
had  now  increased  to  nearly  half  a  gale,  but  luckily 
for  us  it  came  diagonally  from  our  rear.  What  ? 
Would  you  ?  Just  as  the  wind  was  blo\^'ing  its 
hardest,  and  the  gossamer  silk  was  bellied  to  its 
utmost,  the  float  rolled  a  wee  bit — a  "  cross  " 
between  the  wind  and  a  bite — but  striking  on  the 
"  off  chance,"  I  found  I  had  hit  something.  "  Do 
you  want  the  net  ?  "  shouted  my  lefthand  friend, 
whose  rod  top  gave  a  vicious  little  "  dig  "  as  the 
last  word  left  his  lips,  showing  that  he,  too,  was 
fast  into  a  good  fish.  "  Nay,  it's  only  a  J-pounder," 
I  trumpeted  back  through  the  -wind.  And  I 
honestly  thought  it  was  a  ^-pounder,  for  the  weight 
of  the  blast  made  the  keeping  up  of  the  rod  point 
such  a  matter  of  difficulty  that  I  hardly  felt  the  fish. 
"  By  Jove,  Baz  !  but  it's  a  2-pounder  !  "  yelled 
H.  as  he  caught  sight  of  the  fish  (which  had  worked 
down  in  his  direction)  for  the  first  time.  The  sight 
of  it  so  "  flabbergasted  "  him  that  he  momentarily 
slackened  his  own  line,  thereby  giving  the  cause  of 
his  own  attachment  its  liberty.  Coming  quietly  up 
— almost  on  his  hands  and  knees — with  the  landing- 
net,  Harrison  got  down  within  reach,  but  owing  to 
the  strength  of  the  wind,  I  could  get  the  fish  no 
nearer  than  to  just  touch  the  rim.  At  this  he 
rushed  off  into  the  strong  water  like  a  torpedo,  but 
after  the  further  exercise  of  a  little  patience  was 
safely  engineered  ashore.  Admiration  was  general, 
Charlie  computing  him  at  "  well  over  21b.," 
Harrison  at  21b.  3oz.,  whilst  I  very^badly  wanted 
to  see  him  on  the  scales. 

I  am  a  firm  believer  in  reciprocity  in  matters 
piscatorial,  and  was  consequently  delighted  to  slip 
the  net  under  what  at  first  sight  appeared  to  be 
as  fine  a  roach  as  the  one  in  my  bag  for  friend  H. 
On  comparing  the  two,  however,  the  "  torpedo  " 
was  found  to  be  both  the  longer  and  deeper  fish. 
Charlie  had  been  comparatively  idle  all  this  time, 
and  after  Harrison  had  smashed  through  striking 
a  big  fish  with  rather  too  much  gusto  (no^  joke 
intended)  in  the  gale,  my  fellow  early  riser  went 
off  on  his  own,  and  was  soon  shouting  lustily  for 
me  to  take  the  net  to  accommodate  a  plump  little 
chap  of  1  lb.  2oz.  Several  others,  chiefly  good  dace, 
followed  the  first,  and  when  a  bolt  had  to  be  made 
to  catch  the  4.27  Leedswards,  all  were  highly  elated, 
although  we  should  have  liked  "  just  another  grand- 
father apiece." 

On  returning  in  the  train  we  met  another  friend. 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  the  "  Brassmoulders,"  Avho  put 
the  big  one  on  the  balance,  when  it  scaled  ^^  ell  over 
2lb.  When  York  was  reached  we  forthAvith 
adjourned  to  the  refi-eshment  room,  for  had  we  not 
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made  a  previous  arrangement  that  any  of  us  who 
sojar  forgot  himself  as  to  catch  a  2-pounder  should 
be  fined  drinks  round  ?  To  our  credit  be  it  said 
that  this  was  "  done  in  "  in  cups  of  tea — the  first 
hot  beverage Jwe  had  tasted  since  early  morn.  On 
weighing  .the^roach  on  our  return,  it  was  found  that 
we  had  fishiof  2  lb.  -Joz.,  lib.  12oz.,  1  lb.  lOoz., 
1  lb.  6^oz.,  1  lb.  4^oz.,  1  lb.  4oz.,  1  lb.  2oz.,  1  lb.  2oz., 
1  lb.  loz.,  and  1  lb.  ^oz.,  besides  several  over  fib., 
and  a  good  sprinkling  of  fine  dace. 


WHITING  FISHING,  &c. 

[From    the  revised    edition    of    "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.  | 

[{Continued  from  page  75.) 

The  following  extract  from  the  Fidd,  contributed 
by  "  W.  T.,"  Isle  of  Wight,  is  so  thoroughly  to  the 
purpose  that  I  make  no  apology  for  its  introduction 
in  the  present  work  ;  it  is  both  short  and  simple  : 
"  As  soon  as  possible,  clean,  and  then  with  a  sharp, 
short  knife  split  the  fish  from  throat  to  tail,  taking 
care  in  so  doing  that  the  knife  feels  its  way  by 
pressing  gently  along  the  backbone,  thus  making  a 
neat  cut  and  avoiding  ragging  the  meat  of  the  fisli. 
By  the  aid  of  the  knife  di.ssect  out  the  backbone  to 
two-thirds  of  its  length  towards  the  tail,  and  break 
it  off.  Sprinkle  salt  on  the  inner  side  of  the  fish, 
and  lay  one  over  the  other  in  piles  of  about  three 
dozen.  In  an  hour,  if  the  fish  are  small,  in  two 
hours  if  they  prove  large,  they  will  be  sufficiently 
salted,  when  they  may  be  placed  on  a  grating,  or 
hung  in  the  air  to  dry.  When  perfectly  free  from  all 
moisture — say  in  four  or  five  days'  time — they  may 
be  lashed  up  in  bundles  of  a  couple  of  dozen  each. 
While  drying,  place  them  under  cover  at  night  or 
the  dews  will  considerably  retard  the  progress  of 
the  work.  The  process  above  described  is  not  as 
tedious  as  it  reads  ;  two  or  three  hands  can,  after 
a  little  practice,  clean,  split,  and  salt  many  dozens 
in  an  hour.  If,  when  lightly  broiled  and  well  peppered, 
a  piece  of  butter  is  rubbed  over  them,  and  they  are 
dished  hot  for  breakfast,  they  will  prove  as  delicious, 
delicate,  and  ap2}etising  as  when,  with  their  tails 
through  their  eyes,  they  are  served  in  their  pretty 
pale  brown  crumb-and-egg  jackets." 

The  method  of  curing  buckhorn  (which  is  West 
of  England  vernacular  for  dried  whiting)  is  almost 
identical  with  the  foregoing  directions,  the  chief 
difference  consisting  in  merely  opening  the  fish 
through  the  back  and  top  of  the  head,  instead  of 
through  the  throat  and  belly.  By  this  method  the 
fish  fold  up  like  a  book,  and  have  possibly  a  more 
sightly  appearance  to  connoisseurs  of  buckhorn  ; 
but  the  fish  are  equally  as  palatable  if  the  above 
method  be  followed,  which  I  have,  in  my  own  case, 
found  to  afford  greater  despatch.  Whiting-pollack 
I  also  find  very  good  salted  and  dried,  and  the 
larger  whiting-pout  from  lOin.  and  upwards  in 
length,  although  they  are  not  equal  to  the  real 
whiting,  which  is  scarcely  surj^assed  in  delicacy  by 
any  sea  fish. 

A  clean  beach  of  pebbly  shingle  is  an  excellent 
place  to  dry  fish,  for  the  heat  rising  from  beneath 
and  given  off  from  the  stones  will,  on  a  fine,  warm 
day,  dry  the  fish  (by  turning  them  occasionally)  in 
a  very  few  hours.  A  fish-stick  is  often  seen  at  a 
cottage  door  in  the  West  of  England,  and  consists 
generally  of  a  young  holly  bush  deprived  of  its 
bark,  and  the  branches  left  about  a  foot  in  length 
at  bottom,  diminishing  to  6in.  at  the  top,  the  fish 
being  thrust  on  through  a  hole  in  the  tail  part  ; 
they  drain  well  and  soon  become  firm  when  thus 
suspended.  If  fish  are  found  to  have  become 
unpleasantly  salt,  they  should  be  toasted  first,  and 
being  placed  in  a  basin  and  kept  at  the  bottom, 
let  boiling  water  be  poured  on  them  for  two  minutes, 
after  which  a  little  butter  should  be  rubbed  over 
them  immediately,  which  method  will  extract  any 
super-abundance  of  salt.  In  drying  fish  the  great 
difficulty  is  to  avoid  the  depredations  of  cats,  to  do 
which  1  sometimes  suspend  them  on  a  line  stretched 
across  the  garden  with  hooks  at  intervals  of  9in., 
trot  fashion.  Another  good  plan  is  to  have  a  light 
wood  frame,  about  4ft.  by  5ft.,  with  cross-bars  at 
intervals  of  a  foot,  into  which  tenter-hooks  are  to 
be  driven  to  receive  the  tails  of  the  fish.  It  can  be 
suspended  at  any  height,  as  most  convenient.  The 
fi.sh  should  not  overlap  each  other. 

Drifting  on  the  Whiting-Ground.— In  a  calm 
or  laid  to,  whiting  are  often  caught  as  a  vessel  drifts 
with  the  tide.  It  is  constantly  practised  by  the 
North  Sea  cod  emacks ;    and  the  Orkney  and 


Shetlanders  use  a  drift-sail  in  the  water  as  a  floating 
anchor.  It  is  not  much  followed  by  boats  and 
small  craft,  but  sometimes  by  bending  on  a  piece  of 
chain  to  the  cable  to  check  the  drift.  If  laid  to, 
fish  on  the  weather  side.  As  a  rule,  it  is  best  to 
anchor. 

A  Day's  Whiting"  Fishing". 

One  fine  morning  in  July  I  threw  up  my  window 
and  looked  out  across  Cawsand  Bay  and  the 
entrance  of  Plymouth  Sound.  In  front  of  me  rode 
tranquilly  at  her  moorings  my  little  Fairy — a 
dandy-rigged  yacht  of  seven  tons — and  several 
fishing  boats,  some  of  which  had  already  slipped 
their  buoys,  were  getting  up  their  canvas  as  they 
.slowly  drifted,  rather  than  sailed,  out  of  the  bay 
before  the  light  morning  breeze.  A  shower  of  gravel 
at  the  staircase  window  told  me  that  my  old  man- 
of-war's  man  was  at  the  door  ;  and  hastening  below, 
I  gave  him  a  fish  box  to  carry,  told  him  to  launch 
the  punt,  then  rushed  upstairs  to  make  a  hasty 
toilette,  and,  taking  with  me  a  basket  containing 
some  provision  for  the  day,  I  was  soon  on  the 
beach. 

It  was  but  four  o'clock,  consequently  much  too 
early  for  breakfast ;  and,  besides,  the  time  is  much 
better  spent  in  sailing  towards  the  "whiting-ground," 
which  the  fish  frequent  at  a  greater  or  less  distance 
from  the  shore  according  to  the  time  of  the  year, 
keeping  well  in  the  ofiing  abreast  or  outside  the 
Eddystone  early  in  the  season,  .and  nearing  the 
shore  as  summer  merges  into  autumn.  As  we 
pulled  out  to  the  little  bark,  several  boats  returning 
from  their  night's  fishing  were  passing  the  Break- 
water lighthouse,  and  from  one  near  us  wo  procured 
a  supply  of  pilchards,  which  is  the  chief  bait  used 
on  this  coast  from  July  to  December,  but  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  season  mackerel  and  mussels  are 
in  general  alone  procurable. 

Having  arrived  on  board,  and  our  canvas  being 
set  and  sheets  eased  off,  the  bachelor's  kettle  is  put 
in  commission.  "  Coffee's  ready,  sir,"  says  Hanni- 
bal (for  such  is  the  "  Christian  "  name  in  which  my 
man  rejoices),  and,  giving  him  the  helm,  I  adjourned 
to  the  little  cabin  to  take  my  early  meal.  We  had 
long  since  passed  Penlee  Point,  abreast  of  w^hich, 
as  we  hauled  our  wind,  we  set  the  foresail,  and  the 
breeze  came  down  with  increased  freshness  from 
the  high  land  of  the  peninsula  terminated  by  Rame 
Head,  the  outermost  point  of  Plymouth  Sound. 

Thinking  it  was  as  well  to  try  for  a  mackerel  or 
two,  I  put  out  a  couple  of  my  heaviest  lines  fitted 
with  31b.  leads  ;  and  as  I  had  not  then  met  with 
Hearder's  plano-convex  spinner,  I  used  as  a  bait 
a  bit  of  tobacco  pipe  about  l-^in.  in  length,  cutting 
off  the  snood  from  the  hook,  and,  after  threading 
on  the  pipe  stem,  making  fast  the  snood  again  to 
the  hook.  One  line,  however,  I  kept  on  board  to 
receive  a  bait  from  the  tail  of  a  fish  if  I  succeeded 
in  taking  one,  which  happened  in  ten  minutes  after 
putting  out  the  first  line,  when  I  immediately  baited 
and  veered  out  a  second,  first  giving  the  helm  to 
Hannibal  whilst  I  cut  the  bait.  To  do  this  with 
facility  both  hands  are  needed  ;  and  it  is  best  to 
kill  the  fish,  if  only  to  avoid  cruelty,  by  dislocating 
the  vertebrae  at  the  neck,  bending  back  the  head 
for  that  purpose.  From  the  Rame  Head  we  kept 
our  course  into  the  offing  about  forty  minutes,  by 
which  time  we  were  well  on  the  ground,  and  nearly 
up  with  several  boats  which  had  probably  arrived 
at  daylight.  We  had  caught  only  four  mackerel 
on  our  way  ;  these,  however,  were  very  acceptable, 
for  if  our  pilchards  ran  short  one  or  two  of  them 
would  make  excellent  bait  for  the  whiting.  We 
had  lowered  our  topsail  some  time  previously,  and 
now  took  in  the  foresail,  intending  to  pick  up  a 
berth  at  a  reasonable  distance  from  a  boat  we  were 
approaching.  As  we  ran  past  the  stern  of  this 
boat,  which  belonged  to  our  bay,  Hannibal  hailed 
with,  "  Well,  skipper,  how  d'ye  rise  'em  ?  " 

"  With  their  heads  upwards,  Hannibal,  with  their 
heads  upwards,"  exclaimed  he,  making  use  of  a 
standing  joke  amongst  fishermen.  "  Us  an't  a  din 
(done)  so  bad ;  about  five  dizzen,  I  reckon," 
looking  down  into  the  boat's  bottom,  and  still 
hauling  away  at  his  line  in  that  steady  business- 
like manner  which  is  so  characteristic  of  an  old 
fisherman  when  he  feels  he  has  his  hooks  loaded. 

Just  as  we  were  passing  out  of  hail  I  observed 
the  lead  come  on  board  ;  a  couple  of  fathoms  more, 
and  he  swung  into  the  boat  three  fine  whiting  (one 
on  each  hook),  fresh  baited,  hove  his  lead  clear  of 
the  side  of  the  boat,  and  turned  to  tend  his  other 
line,  on  which  he  found  a  pair  of  fish  on  getting  it 
on  board. 


'  /'  That  looks  well,  Hannibal,"  said  I  ;  "  I  think 
we  shall  have  something  more  than  a  water-haul 
to-day." 

"  No  doubt  o'  that,  sir,"  rejoined  Hannibal"; 
"  there's  a  fine  school  of  fish  on  the  coast ;  but  I 
think  we're  a  brave  berth  from  the  other  boat  now." 

"  Well,  then,"  I  observed,  "  down  jib,  and  let  go 
the  anchor  ;  I'll  see  the  cable  clear,  and  you  can 
clap  on  a  bit  of  service  before  coming  aft  to  lower 
the  mainsail."  The  for(!sail  had  been  taken  in  two 
or  three  minutes  previously. 

;  As  soon  as  we  were  fairly  brought  up,  and  the  sails 
stowed  and  coated,  we  got  out  our  ground-lines — a 
pair  of  which^are  worked  by  each  man  when  two 
are  in  the  boat — the  after  leads  each  of  2lb.  weight, 
the  forward  pair  nearly  41b.,  in  order  that  the  lines 
may  tail  away 'at  a  different  angle,  and  not  become 
entangled.  Off  Plymouth  they  commonly  use  the 
boat-shaped  sinker,  with  a  stiffened  tail  at  each 
end  equal  to  half  the  length  of  the  lead — which  we 
may,  to  carry  out  the  similitude,  term  a  bowsprit 
and  outrigger,  for  these,  projecting  from  either  end 
of  the  lead,  keep  the  line  and  snood  apart  in 
descending,  without  which  they  would  twist  round 
each  other  and  foul  constantly.  My  old  man-of- 
war's  man  used  a  sid-strap — or,  as  in  freshwater 
parlance  it  would  be  termed,  a  trace — 12ft.  in  length, 
to  which  he  bent  on  a  snood  with  three  hooks,  after 
the  manner  of  a  bottom  or  collar  used  in  fly  fishing  ; 
this  added  another  3ft.,  making  in  the  whole  a 
length  of  15ft.  below  the  lead.  Such  an  extraordi- 
nary length  of  trace  and  snood  is  quite  unnecessary  ; 
but,  as  it  is  the  custom  in  these  parts,  it  is  simply 
absurd  to  argue  the  contrary,  as  many  old  hands 
can  never  be  persuaded  that  any  improvement 
may  be  made  in  the  form  or  arrangement  of  tackle 
or  gear  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed  from 
their  early  years.  Having  been  used  to  fish  more 
to  the  eastward,  I  had  fixed  my  own  gear  with 
shorter  snoodings,  namely,  a  9ft.  sid-strap,  with 
3ft.  of  snood  and  three  hooks,  which  is  certainly  long 
enough  in  all  reason,  making  12ft.,  but  in  fishing 
along  shore  I  never  use  more  than  5ft.  Our  bait 
was  pilchards,  which  Hannibal  prepared  by  scaling 
them  carefully,  to  avoid  breaking  the  skin,  splitting 
them  in  two  from  head  to  tail,  dissecting  out  the 
backbone,  and  then  cutting  them  up  diagonally  into 
pieces  nearly  fin.  wide,  so  that  each  side  made 
about  seven  or  eight  baits.  The  hook  is  baited  by 
passing  the  point  through  the  fleshy  side  at  the 
blue  end  of  the  bait,  and  then  forcing  it  through 
the  silvery  side. 

The  baits  are  now  cast  clear  of  the  boat,  the  lead 
being  thrown  into  the  water  away  from  them  ;  for 
if  dropped  on  the  snood,  as  I  have  seen  done 
by  many  unthinking  persons  who  have  only  been 
accustomed  to  chopstick  lines,  a  foul  is  the  natural 
result.  All  four  lines  are  now  out,  and  are  trimmed 
by  sounding  the  bottom,  and  then  raising  the  lead 
about  a  yard  clear  of  the  ground,  if  there  be  any 
tide  running  ;  but  if  not,  just  sufficiently  to  keep 
the  hooks  from  touching,  as  they  are  more  visible 
to  the  fish  than  if  allowed  to  fall  on  the  ground, 
where  the  bait  iS  likely  to  be  taken  off  by  crabs  or 
starfish. 

Directly  we  had  put  out  our  second  lines  we  tried 
our  first,  and  feeling  fish,  we  both  commenced 
hauling,  and  took  a  pair  of  whiting.  Having 
readjusted  the  bait,  we  turned  to  tend  our  lines  on 
the  other  side  of  the  boat,  first  carefully  putting  out 
those  which  we  had  just  hauled  in.  The  lines  on 
the  other  side  we  also  found  loaded  ;  and  as  the 
whiting  were  now  evidently  well  on  the  feed,  we 
had  no  occasion  to  stop  to  feel  them,  but  dragged 
away  as  a  matter  of  course,  first  on  one  side,  then 
on  the  other,  until  the  boxes  began  to  make  a  very 
respectable  show  of  fish.  Having  taken  four 
mackerel  on  our  way  out,  we  cut  up  a  couple  of 
them  for  bait,  as  the  skin  is  much  tougher  than  the 
pilchard,  and  the  hooks  are  consequently  not  so 
often  robbed. 

After  we  had  continued  fishing  some  time,  rather 
a  lull  occurred  in  our  sport,  and  I  determined  to 
put  out  a  drift-line  for  pollack,  which  are  occasion- 
ally taken  of  great  size  on  the  whiting-ground. 
Desiring  Hannibal,  therefore,  to  split  a  gurnard  in 
two  (of  which  fish  we  had  taken  six  or  eight),  I 
took  one  side,  and,  hooking  it  through  one  end  with 
a  medium-sized  cod-hook,  cast,it  overboard,  paying 
out  about  twenty-five  fathoms.  I  attached  to  the 
bight  of  the  line  a  small  tin  bailer  I  happened  to 
have  on  board,  so  that  my  attention  would  be 
attracted  if  a  fish  should  seize  the  bait  whilst  I 
was  occupied  with  my  whiting  lines. 

I  had  again  been  hauling  whiting  for  some 
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minutes  when  suddenlj'  the  tin  bailer  struck  the 
gunwale  and  bounded  overboard  ;  and  on  taking 
hold  of  the  line  I  found  I  had  hooked  a  fine  fish, 
which  bore  dovm  hard,  so  that  I  could  not  venture 
to  haul  on  him  but  with  care  and  caution,  for  the 
strength  of  a  large  pollack  is  very  great  when  he 
chooses  to  exert  it.  I  brought  him  steadily  up- 
wards some  distance,  when  he  started  off  again, 
and  required  some  little  amount  of  coaxing  before 
I  could  get  him  alongside  ;  but  Hannibal,  standing 
readj'  ^vith  the  gaff,  at  length  hooked  him  under  the 
jowl,  and  lifted  him  on  board.  He  was  a  famous 
pollack,  weighing  fully  121b.,  but  they  are  some- 
times taken  of  as  much  as  181b. 

I  put  out  also  a  drift-line,  having  a  small  mackerel 
hook  baited  with  the  ordinary  last  or  slip  of  skin 
cut  from  the  tail  of  that  fish,  and  with  this  took  a 
scoot — the  West  Country  appellation  of  the  long- 
nose  or  garfish.  This  as  well  as  the  four  mackerel 
are  cut  up  as  supplementary  bait  for  the  whiting. 
Included  in  our  catch  was  a  hake,  which  in  playing 
about  amongst  the  lines  had  become  hooked  close 
by  the  ventral  fin,  and  sheering  round,  got  three 
of  the  lines  in  a  considerable  foul.  This  gave  us 
some  trouble  to  clear  ;  but  such  things  wHl  happen, 
and  as  the  fish  weighed  71b.  or  81b.,  we  might 
consider  he  atoned  for  the  entanglement. 

As  our  boxes  were  now  full,  I  determined  to 
cease  fishing  ;  we  therefore  got  up  our  anchor,  and, 
setting  our  canvas,  an  hour's  sailing  saw  my  little 
Fairy  again  riding  at  her  moorings  in  Cawsand 
Bay.  Our  catch  consisted  of  twelve  dozen  whiting, 
one  hake,  one  pollack,  a  dozen  bream,  and  a  dozen 
red  and  grey  gurnards — a  fair,  although  not  a  large, 
catch.  For  this  fishing  a  small  yacht,  or  large 
waterman's  boat,  may  be  hired  at  12s.  6d.  or  a 
pound  a  day,  under  the  Hoe,  at  the  Barbican,  or 
if  a  visitor  elects  to  lodge  at  Cawsand,  he  may 
arrange  excursions  from  thence.  N.B. — Cawsand 
is  three  miles  on  the  way  to  the  whiting  ground, 
and  about  a  mile  from  Penlee  Point. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hieh  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  niin.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     „   Putney.  AHd)"5         ..  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  ^""jSO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „    Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  Loudon  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. —A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evenijig. 

Saturday,      Feb.  10    2.39    2.58 

Sunday,  11    3.17    3..37 

Monday,  „    12   3.56    4.15 

Tuesday,         „    13    4.35    4.56 

Wednesday,     ,,   14    5.16    5.38 

Thursday,       ,,  15    6.  0    6.23 

Friday,  ,,    IG    6.47    7.13 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebax  Remarks. — The  river  has 
now  properly  toned  down,  and  is  in  good  fishing 
condition,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
consequently  there  is  little  sport  to  record.  In  the 
Wraysbury  district  a  roach  of  over  21b.  has  been 
had,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  at  Henley,  I  hear,  has 
been  among.st  the  perch,  getting  some  over  IJlb. 
■  At  Teddington  Mr.  Newman  has  taken  a  nice 
pike.  The  cold.'^cutting  winds  appear  to  have 
generally  put  the  roach  off  the  feed,  but  with  a 
settled,  milder  temperature  there  should  be  nothing 
to  hinder  any  angler  who  knows  the  river  from 
getting  a  good  number  of  these  Gsh.  Chub  fishing 
also  ought  to  improve.  A  controversy  bearing  upon 
the  u-ie  of  motor  launche.i  is  proceeding  between  the 
Tham(:s  Conservancy  and  the  leading  makers  of 
motor  boats.  The  Conservancy  have  drawn  up  a 
new  set  of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  petrol 
launches  on  the  Thames,  which  they  have  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  confirmation.  The  society  of 
Motor  Manufacturers  and  Traders  regards  the  pro- 
posed rules  as  too  exa.cting,  and  has  forwarded  a 
number  of  suggestions  for  the  purpose  of  modifying 
at  least  some  of  the  restrictive  by-laws.  '  These 
by-laws,"  ob.served  Mr.  Woodfine,  the  secretary  of 
I  the  society,  "practically  mean  the  reconstruction 
;  of  the  motor  boats  in  existence,  for  some  of 
the  regulations  are  so  restrictive  that  if  they  are 
itoraiiy  carried  out,  people  will  not  u^ethe  boats." 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  that  an  important 
decision  has  been  come  to  with  regard  to  overhead 
wires  crossing  the  Thame  The  lower  river  com- 
mittee reported  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  on 
Monday  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
secretary.  General  Post  Office,  dated  Jan.  24,  asking 
permission  to  erect  four  additional  wires  across 
the  river  at  Laleham ;  and  a  report  from  the 
Chief  Inspector.  The  committee  recommended 
that  permission  bs  given  to  the  Postmaster- 
General  at  his  own  risk  and  responsibility  to 
stretch  four  additional  wires  across  the  river  at 
Laleham ;  the  wires  to  be  placed  and  maintained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  conservators'  Engineer  at 
such  a  height  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  navigation, 
and  to  remain  during  pleasure  on  payment  of  a 
rent  of  Is.  per  annum  for  each  wire,  subject  to 
three  months'  notice.  The  committee  resolved 
that  the  Postmaster-General  should  be  informed 
that  the  conservators  consider  that  no  more  wires 
should  be  carried  over  the  river,  but  that  cables 
under  the  river  bed  should  be  employed  for  the 
purpose.    This  was  adopted. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  running  a 
splendid  colour,  and  fish  are  at  times  feeding  well ; 
the  rough  winds,  however,  have  been  against  the 
angler  some  days.  The  frost  seems  to  have  put  the 
roach  off  the  feed,  but  jack,  chub,  and  perch  have 
provided  some  good  sport.  Mr.  Macdonald,  fishing 
with  S.  Vaughan,  has  taken  several  nice  chub  up 
to  41b.,  also  a  nice  lot  of  jack,  including  one  of 
I21b.  8oz.  Another  angler  has  taken  a  201b.  bag 
of  perch,  while  a  patron  of  Young,  at  Medmen- 
ham,  has  had  some  good  sport  with  these  fish. 
There  seems  every  prospect  of  a  good  finish  to 
what  has  been  a  very  bad  season  for  ''aport. — 
Stajstley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge. — We  have  had  some  excellent  sport  here. 
Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Swindon,  out  on  Feb.  4  and.  6,  had 
good  takes  of  roach  both  days,  the  largest  going 
nearly  21b.,  while  up  towards  the  lock  Messrs.  Coles 
and  Burrell  had  five  jack,  the  largest  7lb.,  and 
Mr.  Richardson  one  of  71b.  lOoz.  Everything  bids 
fair  for  a  happy  ending  to  the  season — good  sport, 
stream  and  colour  right. — A.  Stbacey. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  fine 
condition,  dace  have  been  feeding  well,  punts  get- 
ting from  six  to  seven  dozen  per  day.  I  got  a  fine 
jack  of  91b.  with  Mr.  Newman  last  week,  also  three 
with  Mr.  Simpson,  filb.,  4 Jib.,  41b.  There  have  been 
twelve  other  jack  caught  up  to  51b.  Tides  will  be 
all  right  next  week  or  after  Feb.  10. — W.  McBbide. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).  —  The  stream  has 
slackened  considerably,  and  the  water  is  now  in 
perfect  condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  I  got  five 
chub  on  Wednesday  morning,  from  1  lb.  7oz.  to 
21b.  lloz.,  and  lost  a  much  bigger  one  through 
being  lightly  hooked.  Now  is  a  good  chance  to 
make  a  big  bag  with  pith  and  brains.  I  saw  some 
roach  that  were  caught  on  Tuesday.  No  doubt  the 
frosts  have  made  the  jack  and  perch  feed  better, 
and  shall  try  them  again. — P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Bottisham  UootCb  (Waterbeaon>. — During  the 
week  on  this  free  water  the  Cam  for  three  days  has 
fished  well  for  pike,  several  rods  out,  with  fair  sport. 
Sunday's  slight  snowstorm,  with  north  winds,  has  to 
some  ex  tent  given  the  fish  a  rest.  At  the  time  of  wri  ting 
with  a  fair  amount  of  sun,  the  river  is  getting  into 
good  condition.  With  a  good  stream  on,  and  with 
settled  weather,  expectation  runs  high  here  for 
good  bags.  Live  bait  on  the  spot  to  visiting  anglers. 
There  are  no  restrictions  for  Sunday  fishing.  Clean 


hanks   and   plenty  of    fish. — John   O.  George, 
Boche  road,  Cambridge. 
Sure  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District). — A  very 

heavy  upstream  tide  i*  running  to-day  (Fob.  4),  and 
fish  are  dead  off.  Water  over  banks  and  on  the 
marshes  in  many  places.  When  this  rank  water 
pours  back  into  the  river  it  has  the  effect  of  putting 
the  fish  off  for  a  day  or  two,  and  prospects  at  present 
are  very  poor.  On  all  sides  I  hear  the  pike  season, 
up  to  the  present,  referred  to  as  the  very  worst 
within  memory.  I  cannot  recommend  anglers  to 
visit  this  part  of  the  district  for  pike  fi-hing,  unless 
they  have  certainty  of  fishing  private  waters. 
These,  undoubtedly,  afford  most  excellent  pike 
fishing. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Anglers  cannot 
but  feel  gratified  at  the  efforts  of  the  Dart  Angling 
Association  to  place  the  river  on  a  still  higher  plane 
as  far  as  fishing  is  concerned.  There  is  little  doubt 
but  that  united  effort  is  necessary,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  even  now  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators 
will  .share  with  the  Association  the  responsibility 
which  they  have  undertaken  in  securing,  at  a  pretty 
big  figure,  the  Hemston  Fishery.  The  association 
has  rented  the  fishery  purely  in  the  interests  of 
sport,  and  if  the  spawning  salmon  are  to  bo  pre- 
served, the  river  will  certainly  be  very  much  bene- 
fited if  arrangements  can  be  made  whereby  the 
nets  may  be  taken  off  for  either  one  day  per  week 
or  even  longer. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Teign  Conservators 
have  concluded  the  year  with  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£76  7s.  8d.  Fishermen  with  the  rod  have  caught 
25  salmon  and  about  750  peal.  Mr.  Surridge's 
water  at  Bridford  has  been  obtained,  and  it  has 
been  decided  to  sub-let  certain  waters  to  the  Lower 
Teign  Association  on  condition  that  only  artificial 
fly  is  used  between  Bridford  Weir  and  Bridford 
Bridge.  At  the  next  meeting  the  Board  will  receive 
a  motion  that  the  bye-law  regulating  rod  fishing  for 
salmon  should  be  altered  so  that  the  season  might 
commence  on  Feb.  1  instead  of  on  March  3. — 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter); — In  the  Exe  and 

canal  a  few  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been 
caught.  Two  events  of  interest  concerning  the 
River  Dart  are  quoted  in  the  Express  and  Echo  this 
week,  namely,  the  restocking  of  the  river  with  year- 
ling trout,  and  the  renting  of  the  Hemston  Net 
Fishery  by  the  association.  1500  yearling  trout  have 
been  placed  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  river  and  500 
in  the  Hems.  The  Teign  Conservators  held  their 
annual  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,  Newton  Abbot, 
last  week,  Mr.  W.  J.  Watts  presiding.  The  clerk 
reported  that  nine  net  licences  had  been  taken 
out  at  Teignmouth,  producing  a  return  of  £25,  and 
twenty  licences  had  been  taken  out  at  Babbacombe 
producing  a  return  of  £20,  and  that  these  returns 
entitled  the  net  fishermen  to  elect  two  representative 
members.  Mr.  H.  G.  Mitchelmore  was  appointed 
the  returning  officer  to  conduct  the  election.  The 
accounts  of  the  board  for  the  past  year  showed  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £76  7s.  8d.  Water-bailiff  Vance 
reported  that  during  the  past  season  the  rod  fisher- 
men had  caught  twenty-five  salmon  and  about  750 
>al. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  cleared, 

and  is  in  good  condition  for  pike-fishing,  but  reports 
as  to  sport  are  very  meagre.  Few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  roach  have  not  been  feeding  well  on 
account  of  the  frosts  and  cold,  high  winds.  At 
present  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  improvement 
in  sport. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing,  although  the  weather  has 
prevented  any  good  sport ;  the  last  few  days  there 
has  been  some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace.  There 
is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  if  the  weather 
keeps  as  it  is  now. — A.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster  . — Both  streams 
have  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  getting  into 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
cold  and  frosty  and  good  for  grayling  fishing,  but 
very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  of  late.  The 
fish  are  moving  better,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
of  sport  being  obtained. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Saltertou). — The  extremely 
cold  weather  which  has  prevailed  since  the 
season  opened  on  Feb.  2  has  kept  anglers 
away  from  the  river,  and  nothing  has  been 
done  with  the  rod  as  yet.  The  sharp  frosts  of  the 
last  three  days  have  made  the  stream  very  clear, 
and  to-day  (Feb.  7)  it  looks  more  like  a  July 
than  a  February  water.  Taking  advantage  of  the 
clearness  of  the  water  the  fishermen  were  spearing 
flounders  yesterday  near  the  mouth,  with  a  view  to 
baiting  their  crab-pots.  The  nets  are  busy  on  the 
public  water  every  day,  but  are  not  making  good 
iiauls.  On  the  first  day  or  two  they  dragged  in 
some  401b.  of  ill-conditioned  trout,  it  is  said,  but 
since  then  their  takes  have  been  almost  nil. — 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell   Ferry). — River    is    in  very 
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good  condition  for  all  angling.  We  have  been 
taking  some  very  fine  specimens  here  during  the 
last  fortnight.  Roach  especially  have  been  well  on, 
Mr.  Fra/.er  getting  some  fine  fish  up  to  IJlb. 
Mr.  Harrison  also  had  some  very  good  ones,  and 
also  decent  bream.  Several  gentlemen  have  also 
had  good  jack  of  81b.  and  91b.,  the  largest  fell  to 
Mr.  Songlaid's  rod  and  scaled  I4lb.,  and  during  the 
next  month  wo  shall  no  doubt  have  some  large  ones 
bagged  here  as  there  are  plenty  about. — A.  Scard. 

Ons6  (Hnntingfdou). — The  water  is  now  in  ex- 
cellent condition,  being  just  the  right  height  and 
colour.  Intending  visitors  should  lose  no  time  in 
availing  themselves  of  these  favourable  conditions, 
particularly  as  tlie  pike  fishing  season  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood closes  on  the  last  day  of  February. — 
Chas.  a.  Bryant. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  CMoliester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  during  tlie  week  has  been  bright,  with  frost 
in  the  early  mornings.  Rivers  have  resumed  their 
normal  height,  are  in  good  colour,  and  have  greatly 
benefited  by  a  'good  clearance.  Roach  have  fed 
fairly  well  on  the  Ouse ;  Mr.  Snelgrove,  among 
a  basket  of  nice  fish,  had  one  of  1  lb.  7oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Miller  several  roach,  and  a  porch 
of  l.Jlb.,  taken  at  Barcombe.  A  few  pike  are 
notified,  but  have  been  small.  I  have  no  record 
from  the  Cuckmere  or  Adur.  The  canal  at  Cliichester 
is  bright.  Last  week  the  water  from  the  sewer  was 
percolating  through  the  roadway  and  flowing  into 
the  basin  in  several  places.  A  visitor  last  week 
secured  a  nice  pike  of  8^1b.  from  the  basin. — 
Georoe  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  now  getting  into 
better  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  quiet  of 
late,  very  few  rods  venturing  out.  Grayling,  roach, 
dace,  chub  and  perch  have  been  taking  maggot. 
Fly  fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill ;  pike  are  now 
on  the  feed,  and  sport  has  been  had  with  them  with 
live  bait.  Prospects  for  sport  are  better,  and  gray- 
ling should  now  be  landed  with  fly  and  grasshopper. 
■ — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sontli,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Coquet  is  in  good  condition  for 
angling.  On  Feb.  1  opened  the  salmon  season  for 
rod  angling  on  tliis  beautiful  river.  A  large  number 
of  rods  were  out,  and  I  believe  everyone  had  fish. 
I  heard  of  one  angler  killing  eleven  fish  on  a 
private  stretch  of  the  Coquet.  On  Feb.  3,  Mr. 
Mackenzie  killed  a  nice  fish  of  11  lb.  on  fly  in  the 
Rothbury  district.  Sport  is  also  good,  and  a  fine 
lot  of  clean  fish  are  up.  Mr.  MUburn  got  a  nice 
fish  ;  Mr.  McDougal,  five;  Mr.  Crawhall,  four;  Mr. 
Gregson,  one ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  two  ;  Mr.  R.  Scott, 
four.  All  were  nice  clean  fish,  and  in  good  con- 
dition.   Minnow  and  fly  were  the  lures. — Hy.  A. 

MUBTON. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 

etc.  (Yorks). — The  grayling  fishing  season  of  1005-6 
has  been  fo  far  one  of  the  most  disappointing  I 
have  over  experienced.  The  last  quarter  of  the 
old  year  was  remarkable  for  its  mildness  and  open 
character.  The  first  month  of  the  New  Year  has 
been  far  more  springlike  so  far  as  temperature  is 
concerned  than  April  often  is  in  the  dales,  but  the 
great  bugbear  to  angling  has  been  the  persistent 
h^gh  winds  and  frequent  freshets  with  an  almost 
total  absence  of  frost,  but  no  sooner  is  the  announce- 
ment made  that  several  of  the  Yorkshire  angling 
clubs  have  closed  their  waters  for  grayling 
fishing  than  the  weather  that  the  anglers  have 
been  longing  for  for  three  months  or  more 
sets  in.  I  fished  the  Yore  on  Monday  afternoon, 
and  found  the  fish  rise  very  nicely  to  the  fly. 
The  Wharfe  is  now  running  low  and  clear,  and 
during  the  week  in  the  open  waters  grayling  fishing 
has  been  very  poor.  A  few  pike  fishermen  have 
been  out,  and  some  small  fish  have  been  caught  at 
Newton  Kyme,  Tadcaster,  and  UUeskelf.  At  the 
latter  places,  some  nice  roach  have  been  taken 
with  the  little  red  worm.  In  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Yore  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
caught,  consisting  of  grayling,  dace,  and  roach. 
The  Derwent  and  Nidd  have  been  in  nice  con- 
dition, but  high  winds  have  prevented  much  sport. 
Since  last  week-end  the  Swale  has  again  run  clear 
after  the  fre=het.  Some  nice  chub  have  been  caught 
in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Knaresborough  Angling 
Club  at  Ribston  and  Hunsingore.  At  the  time  of 
Banding  this  report,  we  are  having  nice  bright, 
frosty  weather,  and  sport  amongst  the  grayling  in 
the  open  waters  should  be  fairly  good.  Those  who 
would  like  to  practise  fly  fishing  cannot  do  better 
than  use  the  following  cast ;  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Snipe  and  Yellow,  Blue  Hawk  and  Green,  and  Snipe 
and  Purple. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Iioch  Tay  (Eenmore,  N.B.). — On  the  Breadal- 
bane  Hotel  water,  on  Jan.  25,  Mr.  J.  P.  Ryan  caught 
a  salmon  of  191b.  ;  on  Jan.  2i),  one,  181b. ;  on  Feb.  1, 
one,  J71b.    On  Feb.  3,  Mrs.  Knight,  one,  I81b.  On 


Feb.  5,  Miss  Alma  Knight,  one,  241b. ;  on  the  reserve 
water,  Campbell,  the  keeper,  one,  171b.  Loch  now 
in  good  ply. — W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  1,  Mr. 
Frank  Mappin,  Sheffield,  landed  a  salmon,  151b. 
On  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Paul,  Dumbarton,  one,  181b.  On 
Feb.  3,  Mr.  J.  D.  Allison,  Paisley,  two,  201b.  and 
171b.  ;  Mr.  Robert  Mann,  Glasgow,  one,  231b.  ;  Mr. 
Archibald  Blair.  Edinburgh,  one,  191b.  On  Feb.  5, 
Mr.  J.  Clegg,  Oldham,  two,  141b.  and  181b.;  Mr. 
Hugh  Crawford,  Ayr,  one,  24lb.  On  Feb.  6,  Mr. 
James  Mitchell,  Airdrie,  one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Frank 
Mappin,  Sheffield,  one,  191b.  On  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Frank 
Mappin,  Sheffield,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  McRorie,  Ayr, 
one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  one,  191b. ;  Mr. 
Crawford,  Ayr,  one,  221b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Lochay  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Bridge 
of  Lochay  Hotel  on  Feb.  3,  Mr.  A.  Menzies,  Edin- 
burgh, landed  two  salmon,  2(;ib.  and  191b.  On 
Feb.  5,  Mr.  Mudford,  Sheffield,  one  of  221b.— Wm. 
Benneit. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  Fob.  1,  Mr.  Jamo.i  Arnott,  Newcastle- on- 
Tyno,  had  two  salmon  of  IGlb.  and  171b.  On 
Feb.  3,  Captain  Hargroaves,  Wraysbury,  had  one 
of  3()lb. ;  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  Rigby,  Leicester, 
oneof20lb.  On  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond, 
had  one  of  18Jlb. — R.  Stewart.  # 

North  of  Scotland. — Dke.— The  angling  and 
netting  seasons  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey, 
and  some  eighty  odd  rivers  throughout  Scotland 
opens  on  Monday  morning  for  salmon  and  sea-trout 
angling.  The  hotel  waters  at  Aboyne  are  fully  let 
up  for  the  opening  months.  On  the  Woodend  water 
Capt.  Quintin  Dick  will  open  the  season,  and  Lord 
Penrhyn  and  friends  tho  Cairnton.  Mr.  D.  Davidson 
shares  tho  Inchmarlo  water  with  two  other  rods, 
and  Sir  John  Gladstone,  of  Fasque,  comes  to  the 
Upper  Blackball  and  Commonty  waters.  Monsieur 
Fauld  has  again  rented  the  Shire  and  Upper 
Commonty,  but  some  new  rods  are  coming  to 
Blackball  Castle  water,  as  Mr.  Hay  and  family  are 
going  abroad.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilkinson  Lear  has 
again  taken  the  Blairs  water.  Dr.  Stewart  the  Murtle 
reaches,  and  the  Trout  Angling  Association  the 
Gathdee  and  such  waters  as  they  had  last  year. 
The  Ythan  and  Ugie  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25,  when 
the  netting  season  also  commences.  Tho  sea-trout 
season  commences  with  the  salmon  season  on  each 
re.'^pective  river,  so  that  tidal  anglers  for  finnock 
and  sea-trout  will  be  out  on  the  Dee  and  Don  in 
large  numbers  on  Feb.  11,  but  it  is  March  1  before 
the  brown  or  yellow  trout  season  opens,  and  this 
date  is  now  universal  over  all  Scotch  streams. — G.M. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  early  part  of  the  week 
was  somewhat  unsettled,  but  it  is  now  in  splendid 
order,  and  exceptional  sport  has  been  obtained. 
The  weather  is  now  mild  and  more  like  summer. 
On  one  short  stretch,  under  two  miles,  at  Stanley, 
about  one  hundred  fish  have  been  killed  for  ten 
days'  fishing.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
principal  takes  for  week  ending  Feb.  6  :  Edkady- 
NATE. — Fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  31,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Johnstone  killed  one  fish  20ilb.,  and  on  Feb.  5  two 
of  25lb.  and  171b.,  while  Colonel  R.  W.  Colquhoun 
had  one  salmon  of  171b.  Findynate  AJfD  Grand- 
TULLY. — Mr.  F.  a.  Dubs  got  two  fish.  14Jlb.  and 
12Jlb.,  on  Feb.  1  ;  one  fish,  231b.,  on  Feb.  3;  and 
four  of  21  lb.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  on  Feb.  5. 
DtCBCULiCH. — Mr.  A.  W.  Robertson  landed  one 
salmon  of  171b.  on  Feb.  5.  Dalguise. — Fishing 
this  stretch  on  Jan.  31,  Mr.  H.  J.  Pearith 
got  two  salmon  weighing  201b.  and  141b. ;  on 
Feb.  2,  one  of  181b.  ;  and  on  Feb.  5,  six  fish,  two 
weighing  25lb.  each,  two  weighing  22lb.  each,  and 
one  18lb.  and  one  14lb.  Upper  and  Lower  Dun- 
KELD. — Colonel  PhUlpotts  killed  one  fish  of  18lb. 
on  Feb.  2,  and  Mr.  Geo.  J.  Crane,  one  fish,  151b., 
on  Feb.  2  ;  one  of  161b.  on  Feb.  3  ;  one  of  2041b.  on 
Feb.  5;  and  two  of  16lb.  and  15lb.  on  Feb.  6. 
Murthly  Castle. — Mr.  F.  Tooth  caught  one 
salmon  of  17lb.  on  Jan.  29,  and  another  of  171b.  on 
Feb.  2 ;  while  Mr.  E.  J.  Game  got  one  of  131b.  on 
Feb.  2  ;  and  on  the  reserved  water.  Captain  Wemyss 
had  a  couple  of  fine  salmon  weighing  261b.  and  251b. 
Del  VINE. — Fishing  this  water  on  Feb.  1  Mr.  Graeme 
Whitelaw  captured  a  beautiful  fish  of  221b.,  and 
Mrs.  Whitelaw  another  of  91b.  Upper  and  Lower 
Stanley. — -Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  killed  four  fish  of 
211b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  I41b.,  on  Jan.  31;  three,  of 
171b.,  161b.,  and  161b.,  on  Feb.  2;  two,  of  141b.  and 
11  lb.,  on  Feb.  3;  five,  of  221b.,  131b.,  91b.,  81b., 
and  71b.,  on  Feb.  5;  and  one  of  16lb.,  on  Feb.  6.. 
Benchill  AND  BuRNMOOTH. — Mr.  Harry  Anderson 
got  six  salmon  of  281b.,  241b.,  181b.,  151b.,  11  lb.,  and 
lOlb.,  on  Jan.  31 ;  and  one  of  201b.,onFeb.  3,  while 
Mrs.  Anderson  had  two  fish,  191b.  and  171b.  on 
Feb.  1,  and  two  of  21  lb.  and  201b.  on  Feb.  2,  and 
Miss  Anderson  one  of  21  lb.  on  Feb.  1.  Battleby. 
— Mr.  H.  Glencoats  landed  one  fish  of  18lb.  on 
Feb.  6,  while  the  boatmen  got  one  of  18lb.  on  Feb.  1, 
and  another  of  221b.  on  Feb.  5.  The  net  fishing 
season  on  the  Tay  opened  on  Monday  last,  and  the 


results  so  far  have  turned  out  much  better  than  was 
expected.  Upwards  of  500  fish  were  netted  in  the 
Stanley  district  during  the  first  three  days. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District. — Unfavourable  weather 
attended  the  advent  of  the  season  in  this  district. 
The  rivers  are  in  good  form,  but  the  chilly  winds 
and  nightly  frosts  keep  the  trout  from  taking  freely. 
The  rod  holders  of  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  opened 
the  season  on  Feb.  3.  Half  a  dozen  trout  was  tho 
total  catch  for  the  day,  the  best  fish  being  a 
rainbow  of  slightly  over  21b.  At  Woodburn  the 
trout  show  little  disposition  to  rise  to  the  fly. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork). — River  in  good  order, 
but  weather  very  cold  with  northerly  gales.  On 
the  MocoUop  waters,  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger,  on  Feb.  1, 
had  two,  181b.  and  19lb. ;  Feb.  3,  one,  18lb.  ; 
Feb.  4,  one,  O^lb. ;  and  Feb.  5,  two,  21  lb.  and  391b. 
On  the  Ballynarson  water,  Mr.  G.  W.  Logan,  Feb.  2. 
three,  14lb.,  211b.,  and  23lb. ;  Feb.  3,  one;  Feb.  4, 
one.  On  the  Ballyduff  water,  Mr.  Tom  Sullivan, 
one,  30lb.  On  the  Rockforrest  water.  Sir  James 
Cotter,  Bart.,  three. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Angling  began  on 
this  river  on  Feb.  1.  The  weather  was  very 
unsettled,  and  the  river  in  high  flood,  yet  the 
keeper  (T.  Gilroy)  landed  three  beautiful  fresh-run 
spring  salmon  on  Feb.  1  and  2,  of  11  lb.,  lOlb.,  and 
9lb.,  and  Mr.  Vere  Gregory,  D.I.,  landed  a  nice 
clean-run  spring  salmon  weighing  lOIb.  At  time 
of  writing  the  weather  is  very  fair,  and  prospects 
of  sport  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  Biiver  (co.  Cork). — River  was  in  nice  order 
during  the  opening  week,  but  the  weather,  which 
suddenly  set  in  dry  and  cold  with  strong  north 
wind,  was  much  against  anglers.  On  Williams 
water,  Mr.  R.  Barry  had  one  salmon,  111b.;  on 
Mashonaglass,  Professor  Bergin,  one,  141b.  ;  on 
Warrenscourt,  Mr.  Somers  Payne,  B.L.,  one,  121b. ; 
on  Ashton,  Mr.  Charles  Ashe,  two,  181b.,  111b.  ;  on 
Carrigadrohid,  Mr.  F.  St.  Leger  Carter,  three,  81b., 
141b.,  le^lb. ;  on  Lord  Bantry's  water,  Inspector- 
General  Fitzgerald,  two,  11  lb.,  131b. ;  at  Castloinch, 
Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  three,  6lb.,  lOlb.,  101b. ;  at  Innis- 
carra,  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  one  14lb.  ;  at  Carrigrohane, 
Mr.  F.  H.  Bass,  three,  91b..  101b.,  ll^lb.,  and  Capt. 
Reiss,  one,  lOlb. ;  and  at  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  J. 
McAuliffe,  one,  81b. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel)  — The  fishing 
on  Lough  Corrib  commenced  here  on  Feb.  1,  and 
was  very  successful.  Six  local  fishermen,  trolling 
from  above  hotel  on  Feb.  1,  2,  and  3,  secured  1461b. 
of  trout  in  best  condition.  "The  largest  was  kUled 
by  Stephen  Gannon  (6Jlb.),  the  next  by  Patrick 
Kelly  (4^lb.),  and  the  remainder  ranged  from  Jib. 
to  31b.  There  is  a  great  prospect  of  this  season's 
fishing. — Thos.  Naughton. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (WaterviUa,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Angling  opened  on  Feb.  1,  when  thirteen  boats 
went  out.  Only  two  salmon  were  taken.  On 
Feb.  2,  Johnny  Brennan  got  a  fish  of  131b.,  and 
R.  S.  Huggard  one  of  91b.  Ned  Dennehy  caught  a 
salmon  of  lOlb.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — The  fishing  on  the 
Moy  and  lakes  opened  on  Feb.  1,  when  some  good 
baskets  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly  on  the 
river,  and  some  large  spring  fish  in  weirs.  There 
are  some  showing  on  the  pools  on  the  lower  and 
upper  reaches.  The  lake  should  be  well  stocked, 
owing  to  high  water  all  the  year. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Bailiua,  oo. 
Mayo). — Angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1,  and  some 
good  takes  of  sea-trout  were  got  on  the  Moy  and 
Bunree  rivers.  The  Moy  is  high  at  present,  but 
clear,  and  is  in  nice  trim  for  the  fly.  Some  very 
good  salmon  were  got  at  the  weirs,  heaviest  21  lb., 
and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout,  ranging  from  twelve 
to  eighteen  flsh,  heaviest  2pb.  Both  loughs  high, 
weather  very  mild. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Our  season  opened 
here  on  Feb.  1  with  the  water  in  pretty  good  order, 
it  has  since  been  gradually  falling  and  is  now  in 
fine  condition.  On  Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  201b. ;  on  Hermitage  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  171b. — John  Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (tho  Pier). — Owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
very  cold  and  stormy  weather  lately,  very  poor 
results  have  been  obtained  both  by  boats  and  from 
the  pier.  Sprats  have  quite  disappeared,  at  any 
rate  for  a  time,  and  the  nets  were  brought  ashore 
"clean"  to-day  (Feb.  7).  On  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Band 
secured  a  few  dabs  and  pouting  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning ;  Mr.  Bushnell's  afternoon 
catch  included  one  very  large  dab,  and  Mr.  Brans- 
combe  had  the  only  codling  of  the  day,  but  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clapp  took  a  fine  lot  of  fish  at  night.  A 
strong  north-west  wind  prevailed  on  Saturday 
last,  and    Mr.   Hawkhurst,  Captain  Dicks,  Mr. 
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stock,  and  Mr.  Bushnell  fished  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  with  no  success  whatever.  No  one 
put  in  an  appearance  on  Feb.  4,  and  the  two  rods 
that  were  in  eWdenee  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
made  no  returns,  the  water  being  extremely 
thick  and  dirty.  Improved  conditions  of  weather 
and  water  brought  out  increased  numbers  of  anglers 
on  Wednesday  morning,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugman 
and  Mr.  Stock  each  bagged  some  fine  codlings  in 
the  height  of  condition,  while  later  in  the  day 
Mr-.  Dodd,  Mr.  Tre>s,  and  others  caught  a  few  dabs 
and  pouting. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — The  weather  is  still  fine  but  rather 
colder ;  this,  however,  is  not  of  much  account  if 
there  is  plenty  of  sport  and  you  are  clothed 
accordingly.  The  grey  mullet  are  still  feeding,  and 
some  good  big  ones  are  being  taken  daily.  They 
are  also  taking  them  at  the  Promenade  Pier  under 
the  Hoe,  and  several  rods  can  be  seen  at  either 
place.  The  bass  are  still  at  the  Millbay  Docks  and 
biting  well,  fish  about  I  lb.  and  21b.  on  an  average. 
I  see  that  a  large  pollack  has  been  taken  at  the 
Lizard,  which  they  say  is  a  record  fish  for  this 
district,  it  weighed  23^1b.  ;  this  does  not  come  up 
to  the  fish  caught  by  Lord  St.  Levan  that  I  recorded 
in  your  paper,  which  weighed  27^1b.,  caught  in 
Mount's  feay.  Flatfish  are  being  taken  as  last  week 
at  Millbay,  and  good  big  ones,  in  good  con- 
dition. I  expect  they  have  had  some  good  feeding 
from  the  blasting  operations  that  have  been  going 
on  there  for  the  last  few  months.  The  mud  must 
have  been  stirred  up,  and  plenty  of  worms  and 
other  food  thrown  up. — William  Hearder. 

Walton-on-Nase. — Last  week  I  thought  that  our 
fishing  season  was,  like  the  General  Election,  over, 
but  I  am  glad  to  'say  the  codling  fishing  is  not 
finished.  Several  anglers  have  been  at  them.  Mr. 
Houghton  hooked  one,  a  good  fish,  and  got  it  well 
out  of  water  when  the  single  gut  gave  way ;  it 
weighed  about  71b.  as  near  as  I  could  judge.  Mr. 
Hobern  caught  one  weighing  41b.,  and  Mr.  A  Coles 
four,  going  71b. ;  Mr.  E.  Bloom  caught  five  codling ; 
Mr.  T.  Pate  has  had  good  catches  ;  also  Messrs.  C. 
Spinks  and  W.  Fairbrother  have  had  good  pout, 
S.  Potter  has  had  good  codling.  Plenty  of  wild- 
fowl about. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A  S.). 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 


Blknheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Barnes  presided  on  Jan.  3L  A  nomination 
for  membership  was  received,  ballot  in  due  course  ; 
and  sundry  matters  of  business  were  transacted. 
The  conditions  for  the  club  match  at  Harefield  on 
Feb.  1 1  are  the  same  as  usual ;  start  from  the 
Fisheries  Hotel  at  10.30  a.m.  Those  members  who 
visited  Harefield  this  last  week-end  experienced  a 
very  rough  north  wind,  and  I  can  only  hear  of  two 
small  jack  having  been  taken.  Mr.  Blagrave  tried 
the  Thames  at  Old  Windsor,  but  met  with  no 
success ;  the  water,  however,  was  a  good  colour, 
but  a  strong  stream  was  running  and  the  cold  wind 
swept  the  river,  making  fishing  anything  but 
pleasant.  Will  those  members  who  are  on  the 
committee  kindly  attend  on  Feb.  13. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Pisc.vtori.al  Society. 
There  was  a  very  large  attendance  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont 
presiding.  The  society's  trays  were  well  filled, 
most  of  the  following  catches  being  shown :  three 
pike,  up  to  7 Jib.,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Warne  at 
Downton ;  a  nice  chub  of  about  31b.  from  Wray.s- 
bury,  also  jack  up  to  4lb.  taken  by  Mr.  Haynes ; 
Mr.  D.  Isaacs,  jack  of  3 Jib.,  and  others  ;  Mr.  E.  W. 
Cox,  jack  of  3Jlb.,  and  chub  of  21b.  lOoz.  from 
Hambleton;  Mr.  Ernest  J.  Orpin,  five  good  jack 
from  Shelford,  best  nearly  51b.,  the  rest  nearly  as 
heavy;  many  other  reports  being  made.  The 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  as  previously 
arranged  to  a  choice  musical  programme,  which 
was  very  admirably  carried  out  under  the  efficient 
management  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  ably  seconded  by 
the  following  artistes  :  Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett,  piano  ; 
Mr.  Parker,  whose  violin  solos  were  delightful ; 
Mr.  Field,  beautiful  "'cello"  items;  whilst  the 
vocal  portion  —  in  many  varieties  —  found  very 
capable  exponents  in  Messrs.  E.  H.  Cox,  E.  W. 
Cox,  Barford,  Orpin,  Standen,  and  Green,  capital 
recitations  being  very  cleverly  given  by  Messrs. 
Green  and  i^illbin.  In  the  course  of  the  usual 
interval  medals  and  other  prizes  previously  awarded 
were  distributed  to  the  following  members :  the 
society's  large  silver  medal  to  Mr.  Harold  Warne 
(chub),  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  (dace),  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  (chub 
— and  in  absentia),  Mr.  Bohling  (roach),  and  Mr. 
Loneon  (pike),  other  medals  and  prizes  being 
received  by  the  following:  Messrs.  D.  Isaacs,  C. 
Haynes,  Frank  James,  J.  Frost,  E.  H.  Cox,  E.  W. 
Cox,  W.  Lowe,  and  G.  W.  Thompson,  the  two  last 
gentlein  n,  however,  not  being  present.  The  pro- 
ceedings, which'had  been  very  successful  through- 


out, concluded  with  a  special  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Cox  and  the  artistes  who  had  assisted  him  in 
carrying  out  so  felicitously  the  musical  programme. 
The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toa-it  was  not  omitted,  and 
musical  honours  to  the  chairman  and  the  National 
Anthem  were  the  closing  items. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  new  committee  held  their  first  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last  under  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill's  able  presidency, 
and  a  long  agenda  paper  was  disposed  of.  Amongst 
the  things  agreed  on  were  the  date  of  the  annual 
dinner,  which  was  fixed  for  March  27,  and  a  paper 
entitled  "  The  Lower  Trent,  Historically  and  Pisca- 
torially  Considered,"  for  the  first  part,  and  "With  the 
Chub  with  a  Fly  Rod  on  the  Great  Ouse' '  for  the  second 
part,  byMr.  J.  W.Martin  ("Trent Otter").  Asregards 
the  dinner,  each  member  wUl  receive  a  separate 
communication,  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  the  date 
is  fixed  so  far  in  advance,  every  member  will  keep 
the  matter  in  mind  in  fixing  future  engagements 
As  in  the  last  two  years,  ladies  are  to  be  invited. 
Further  announcements  will  be  made  as  arrange- 
ments are  completed.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  was  voted 
to  the  chair  at  the  ordinary  meeting,  and  amongst 
the  matters  brought  forward  was  the  proposed 
action  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  as  regards 
the  Lea,  but  it  was  felt  that  so  important  a  ques- 
tion could  not  be  satisfactorily  discussed  in  the 
limited  time  at  the  meeting's  disposal,  and  the 
matter  will  be  further  considered.  Mr.  H.  M. 
Birch  exhibitad  a  greenheart  trout  rod,  built  by 
Messrs.  Enright  and  Sons,  weighing  3ioz.,  length 
about  9  feet,  which  was  very  much  admired. 
Mr.  Birch  is  able  with  this  to  throw  a  line  of 
quite  considerable  length,  and  drop  his  fly  both 
accurately  and  delicately.  In  experienced 
hands  there  is  no  doubt  it  would  kill  any  trout  that 
an  angler  would  meet  with  in  most  trout  streams. 
Mr.  Zarfass  was  yet  again  successful  with  the  pike, 
taking  nearly  1001b.  in  a  week-end  outing.  His  best 
fish  was  14^1b.  Several  other  members  have  had 
some  excellent  roach  in  spite  of  adver.?e  conditions. 
Next  Tuesday,  at  8  p.m.,  the  remainder  of  the  rules 
will  be  discussed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
On  Feb.  7,  a  good  deal  of  business  was  trans- 
acted under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  P.  J. 
Jagels.  Angling  reports  proved  rather  slow  at  the 
beginning  of  the  evening,  but  Mr.  G.  Westrup 
recorded  a  dace  of  10-^oz.,  and  has  secured  a  sub- 
stantial lead  for  the  challenge  cup.  Mr.  A.  Ellis 
Forbes  has  taken  some  nice  roach — largest  fish 
1  lb.  6ioz.  Mr.  G.  Whitbread  weighed  in  a  dace  of 
14oz.,  and  two  chub  weighing  5Jlb.  A  telegram 
from  Mr.  C.  Mitchell  announced  he  had  captured 
a  pike  of  15lb.  at  Waltham  Cross,  which  we  believe 
to  be  the  largest  fish  taken  from  the  Lea  this 
season. — G.  R. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Berry  presided  on  Feb.  6.  Mr.  Woodcock 
was  elected  a  full  member  of  the  society.  Mr. 
Berry  has  weighed  in  roach,  dace  (two  best  10|oz. 
and  lOJoz.),  and  chub  up  to  21b.  8Joz.  Members 
please  note  next  concert,  Feb.  20. — O.  S.  G.  (Sec, 
pro  tern.). 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society. 

We  held  an  open  competition  on  Feb.  1,  and 
several  members  had  good  trays  of  fish.  Mr. 
Grimmett  had  altogether  631b.  of  jack  (best 
lOlb.  lloz.)  from  Fordingbridge ;  Messrs.  S.  Prebble 
and  F.  T.  Caley  together  had  25lb.  of  roach  from 
Hurley;  and  Mr.  C.  Davis  101b.  of  roach  from 
Uxbridge. — H.  C.  Humphries,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  in  the  chair  at  the  meet- 
ing held  on  Feb.  5.  Mr.  F.  Ward  gave  an  account 
of  a  day's  fishing  he  had  had  with  Mr.  E.  K.  Fore- 
man on  the  Hampshire  Avon.  The  morning  was 
devoted  to  jack  fishing,  nine  examples  being  landed 
— the  two  best  weighing  81b.  each.  After  lunch, 
the  roach  were  tried,  with  the  result  that  six 
dozen  were  creeled  by  the  two  rods,  some 
good  fish  up  to  1  lb  12oz.  being  taken.  Rain 
and  wind  were  against  the  anglers,  or  the 
bag  would  probably  have  been  heavier  still.  On 
the  Itchen  the  gale  of  the  week-end  spoiled  sport. 
Four  gentlemen  were  out — Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown, 
A.  C.  Poole,  G.  McLind  and  W.  M.  Colles.  Little 
Or  nothing  was  done  with  grayling  owing  to  the 
boisterous  weather,  it  being  impossible  in  places  to 
keep  the  fly  on  the  water.  At  Uxbridge  Mr.  Forster 
Hardy  had  a  jack  close  upon  41b.,  but  beyond  this 
there  was  no  news  of  successful  angling  on  the 
Colne. — Hon.  Sec. 

Watford  Piscators. 
The  usual  committee  meeting  was  held  on  Feb.  3 
at  the  Maiden  Hotel,  Mr.  F.  Palmer  presiding. 
Four  new  members  were  balloted  for,  and  were 
duly  elected,  their  membership  to  commence  on 


April  1.  Several  good  jack  had  been  weighed  in 
during  the  week  by  Messrs.  Hodgins,  Masser,  and 
Hill.  Mr.  Skilton  (when  porch  fishing)  caught  two 
trout  of  about  3Jlb.  each  with  a  worm,  the-ie  were 
carefully  returned  to  the  water.  Ponding  the 
execution  of  the  lease  of  the  "  new  water,"  the 
committee  do  not  think  it  desirable  to  openly  state 
the  locality,  but  members  will  have  due  notice. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  members  held  one  of  their  quiet  ordinary 
meetings  last  Wednesday,  with  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
in  the  chair.  Fishing  reports  contained  no  novelties, 
everything  very  quiet  round  the  coast.  The  annual 
dinner  was  announced  for  March  21  at  the  "  Cecil," 
the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Churchill  in  the  chair,  with 
the  Lord  Desborough  as  vice-chairman.  Hopes 
were  expressed  that  Sir  George  Doughty,  M.P.  for 
Great  Grimsby,  would  find  himself  able  to  attend. 
An  early  application  for  tickets  was  advised.  The 
annual  report  and  spring  programme  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  members  early  next  week. 

The  destruction  of  many  thousands  of  mullet  in  the 
river  at  Bridport,  Dorset,  the  result,  it  was  said, 
of  the  discharge  from  a  factory,  was  dwelt  upon 
with  some  indignation,  for  these  fish  are  a  good  food 
and  should  be  better  protected.  They  are  a  good 
sporting  fish  and  tax  all  the  skill  and  gear  of  the 
sea  angler  to  take  them. 

A  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
passed  resolutions  authorising  Mr.  Charles  Hussey, 
of  Walmer,  to  put  forward  their  views  as  to  the 
need  existing  to  protect  immature  fish  in  the  great 
nursery  ground  of  Pegwell  Bay  from  the  persistent 
trawling  carried  on  there,  not  only  by  the  ordinary 
boats,  but  by  a  steam  trawler  and  steam  yachts 
from  Dover  and  Ramsgate.  The  Deal  Corporation 
and  the  Deal  Angliag  Society  have  joined  in  the 
request,  and  the  matter  will  belaid  before  the  Kent 
and  E-sex  Fishery  Board  at  their  next  meeting. 
Mr.  Hussey,  a  well-known  member  of  this  society, 
has  recently  been  placed  upon  that  board,  and  his 
promised  action  has  the  full  concurrence  of  the 
members. 

Next  Wednesdaj'  an  informal  smoking  concert 
will  be  held  at  the  society's  rooms  in  Fetter-lane. 
A  good  programme  ha;  by  the  exertions  of  the 
entertainment  sub-committee  been  ensured.  The 
annual  meeting  of  mombers  is  fixed  for  Feb.  28 
at  7.30  p.m.,  when  a  full  attendance  of  the  members 
is  requested. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  dis- 
cussing various  matters  of  interest  to  the  sport, 
mainly  that  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Mignot — the 
importance  of  a  hook  specially  suited  for  the  cap- 
ture of  the  enormous  fish  now  being  taken  by 
members  in  the  Irish  Sea  and  on  the  west  coast  o'f 
Ireland.  Many  of  these,  after  being  safely  hooked, 
are  lost  by  the  carrying  away  of  the  fine  tackle  now 
so  much  in  sporting  use.  Mr.  Mignot  declared  the 
hooks  to  be  mainly  in  fault,  exhibiting  some  of  the 
broken  ones  in  support  of  his  views — they  mainly 
broke  at  the  weakened  portion  whence  the  barb 
was  cut  in  the  making.  He  suggested  an  external 
barb — not  cut  out  of  the  body  of  the  hook  as  is 
usual — his  views  meeting  with  some  measure  of 
support,  Mr.  Bates  stating  that  equal  or  greater 
strength  could  be  thus  obtained  by  brazing  on  the 
barb.  Of  course,  the  difficulty  was  recognised  of 
getting  makers  to  vary  their  methods,  but  an 
attempt  was  promised  to  bring  these  ideas  to  the 
test  of  actual  use. 

Mr.  Minchin,  with  the  aid  of  the  blackboard, 
indicated  where  the  line  of  the  resultant  of  forces 
laid  which  usually  caused  the  breakage.  It  was 
generally  admitted  that  something  must  be  done  in 
the  way  indicated  to  secure  the  capture  of  these 
monsters  without  having  to  use  tackle  not  of  a 
nature  to  commend  itself  to  the  modern  sea  angler. 
The  Chairman  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
these  huge  skate  were  usually  females,  the  males  not 
running  so  large,  also  that  the  former  had  powerful 
crushing  teeth,  wanting  in  the  males,  whose  teeth 
were  more  of  the  shark  order.  No  doubt,  he  said, 
the  hooks  suffer  much  when  once  the  fish  can  get 
them  within  its  crushing  jaws.  H.  P. 


The  winter  angling  season  at  Deal  being  well- 
nigh  finished,  the  February  issue  of  tliat  admirable 
little  book,  "The  Minerva  Railway  Guide,"  con- 
tains in  lieu  of  the  sea-angling  notes  a  well- written 
article  on  the  health-giving  properties  of  Deal  air. 
The  article  is  illustrated  with  three  appropriate 
local  photographs  taken  by  Mi.  Hussey.  I  always 
find  the  greatest  benefit  from  a  change  to  Deal,  and 
the  authorities  are  well  advised,  in  the  town's  interest, 
in  making  the  splendid  properties  of  Deal  air  as 
widely  known  as  possible.  The  book  can  be 
obtained  gratis  and  post  free  on  application  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  C.  Brown,  High-street,  Deal. 
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r/if?  snoiy  /las  left  the  cottage-top. 

The  thatch-mosa  lakes  a  brighter  green, 
And  eaves  in  quick  succession  drop 

Where  bristling  icicles  have  been  ; 
Pit-patting  with  a  pleasant  noise 

In  tubs  set  by  the  cottage-door. 
While  ducks  and  geese — embodied  joys  — 

Plunge  in  the  pond  now  brimming  o'er. 

— Clare. 


February. 

This  second  month  of  the  year  was  named  by 
the  Romans  Februirius,  and  dedicated  to  the 
goddess  Februa,  who  was  supposed  to  preside  over 
cleansing,  and  also  placed  under  the  special  pro- 
tection of  Neptune,  the  god  of  the  waters.  The 
Saxons  called  it  Sprout-Kele,  because  cabbages 
began  to  sprout,  but  afterwards  Sol-Monat  or  Sun- 
Month,  because  of  the  increasing  power  of  the  sun 
shown  in  thawing  the  ice  and  causing  plants  to 
vegetate.  The  days  specially  observed  during 
February  are  the  2nd,  called  Candlemas  Day,  or  the 
Feast  of  the  Purification  or  of  Christ's  Presenta- 
tion ;  the  3rd,  a  great  day  among  wool-cotnbers,  in 
honour  of  their  patron,  St.  Blaise,  who  is  said  to 
have  discovered  the  art  of  wool-combing;  the  14th, 
the  Feast  of  St,  Valentine,  a  Bishop  of  Rome 
martyred  under  Valerian,  which  has  many  social 
customs  observed  on  it,  that  have  come  down  to  us 
from  the  Roman  festival  of  Luperoalia,  previously 
observed  on  the  same  day. 

•  *  *  •  * 

The  Lent  or  Spring  fast  takes  place  at  this 
season,  preceded  by  Shrove  Tuesday — the  Tuesday 
following  the  first  Sunday  before  Lent — when 
our  forefathers  attended  confession.  The  first 
day  of  Lent  is  called  Ash  Wednesday,  because 
the  faithful  formerly  sprinkled  their  heads  with 
ashes  on  that  day  in  token  of  penitence  and 
humility.  Lent  continues  forty  days,  and  was 
appointed  for  the  special  commemoration  of 
the  temptation,  sufferings,  and  death  of  the 
Redeemer.  February  is  often  attended  by  rapid 
thaws,  which  show  us  once  more  the  face  of  the 
country  in  spite  of  the  fogs  and  mists  which 
obscure  it.  Rooks  begin  to  clamour,  the  raven  to 
build,  the  goose  to  lay,  and  the  woodlark  to  cheer 
us  by  her  sweet  song.  The  sap  begins  to  rise  in 
trees  and  shrubs,  buds  to  swell,  hybernating  insects 
to  reappear,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  month  birds 
to  pair.  The  snowdrop,  *'  fair  maid  of  February," 
appears  in  our  gardens,  soon  followed  by  the 
"  cloth  of  gold  "  crocus.  The  catkins  of  the  sallow 
begin  to  be  visible,  and  those  of  the  hazel  abound. 
The  farmer  is  busy  turning  over  the  fallows, 
draining  his  wet  lands,  dressing  his  fences,  pruning 
trees,  planting  young  ones,  and,  if  possible,  sowing 
peas,  beans,  and  spring  corn. — Mary  Jeaffreson. 


A  PIKE,  weighing  221b.,  was  caught  in  the  River 
Wye  by  Mr.  S.  Vincent  on  Feb.  3.  The  bait  used 
was  a  dace,  spinning. 


I  READ  in  a  contemporary  that  "  the  Rev.  R.  S. 
Thackeray,  chaplain  of  Peckham  Workhouse,  has 
just  taken  the  Fish  and  Eels  Inn,  Harlow,  Essex, 
with  the  intention  of  converting  it  into  a  week- end 
resort  for  anglers  and  boating  parties,  and  will  per- 
sonally conduct  the  establishment." 


The  Mick  had  been  to  a  party  of  old  -  time 
friends  and  fellow-countrymen.  The  conversation 
turned  upon  the  subject  of  the  martyred  saints  of 
ancient  days,  when  one  of  the  company  remarked, 
"  Phwat  a  foine  thing  it  must  have  bin  to  have  bin 
a  saint."  "  A  foine  thing,  i?  it  ?  "  replied  the  Mick, 
"  an'  how  the  divil  would  you  like  being  fried  on  a 
gridiron  ?  " 


"  The  Heron  and  the  Trout. 
"  An  unusual  experience  has  befallen  a  trout  in 
the  Colne.  It  was  caught  by  a  '  fishing '  heron, 
which  in  its  turn  was  put  up  and  shot  by  a  gunner. 
As  the  bird  fell  to  the  ground  it  disgorged 
the  trout,  of  about  Jib.,  which  was  seen  to  be 
alive.  No  time  was  lost  in  placing  it  in  some  water, 
and  eventually  it  revived  and  swam  away  in  the 
river  as  though  nothing  had  happened."  [This  is 
not  a  fable,  but,  according  to  a  contemporary,  a 
positive  fact !  All  the  herons  I  have  seen  are 
"fishing"  herons;  all  the  birds  I  have  seen  shot 
have  been  shot  by  "gunners";  and,  owing  to  the 
usual  laws  of  gravitation,  all  trout,  over  or  under 
a  half-pound,  whether  dropped  from  a  balloon  or 
by  a  bird,  fall  to  the  ground.  It  was  thoughtful  of 
the  rescuing  party  to  place  tlie  trout  in  some 
water,  and  it  was  natural — the  trout  being  alive — 
for  it  to  swim  away. J 
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The  fishermen  of  Eckenforde,  in  the  Baltic,  are 
complaining  much  of  the  depredations  committed 
by  seals,  which  of  late  have  largely  increased  in 
numbers.  They  steal  the  fish  from  the  nets,  break 
and  tear  the  nets,  frighten  away  the  fish,  and  harass 
the  fishermen  generally.  They  are  not  in  the  least 
nervous,  but  when  they  see  a  fishing  boat  make 
boldly  for  it,  in  order  to  .share  the  fortune  of  the 
fishermen. 


Some  New  Music. 
We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Novello  and  Co. 
a  selection  of  recent  publications.  Included  are 
three  parts  of  "The  Village  Organist,"  each  part 
containing  a  series  of  pieces  for  church  and  general 
use,  edited  by  F.  Cunningham  Woods.  These  parts 
are  issued  in  shilling  numbers,  and  contain  selections 
from  the  works  of  well-known  composers,  and 
comprise  short  and  easy  voluntaries  siiitable  for 
the  small  instruments  in  use  in  country  churches. 
Where  instrumental  resources  are  limited,  "  The 
Village  Organist"  should  prove  most  acceptable. 
We  have  also  pleasure  in  making  special  mention 
of  three  original  compositions  for  the  organ  by 
Frank  Bridge.  These  are  an  allegro  in  B  flat  minor, 
an  andante  in  C  minor,  and  an  adagio  in  E  major. 
The  themes  are  well  worked  out,  and  the  composi- 
tions should  find  a  ready  welcome  from  organists. 
Bach's  cantata,  The  Sagos  of  Sheba,"  for  bass 
and  tenor  soli,  chorus  and  orchestra,  is  also  to 
hand.  The  work  is  edited  by  John  Pointer,  and 
Paul  England  is  responsible  for  the  English 
version. 


"  The  Taking  of  the  Salmon." 
The  verses  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Feb.  3  under  the  above  heading  from  Chambers' 
Journal  of  May,  1S35,  were  signed  "Anon."  A 
correspondent  informs  us  that  they  were  written 
by  Tom  Tod  Stoddart,  of  Kelso. 


Told  on  the  Way. 

A  venerable  but  chance  acquaintance  and  I, 

says  "A.  W.,"  in  Forest  and  Stream,  had  been 

colouring  our  corncobs,  and  silently  watching  the 

swift-moving,  fleecy  clouds  drift  over  the  full  round 

silvery  moon,  but  the  tobacco  got  low,  my  friend 

thumped  his  pipe  on  his  boot  and  asked,  ' '  Which 

way  are  j'ou  tramping  in  the  morning  ?  "  "  Thought 

I  would  try  that  little  stream  ofi  east  of  here." 

"Well,  if  that's  yor  lay,  I  can  give  yer  a  lift  if 

yer'll  git  up  airly  and  don't  object  to  riding  on  a 

road  cart,  but  yer  must  roust  out  afore  eight 

o'clock,  as  1  mean  to  start  at  six  sure."  "Thanks, 

my  dear  sir,  that  will  suit  my  complexion  to  a  dot, 

and  match  my  walking  apparatus  lo  a  charm.  As 

for  the  road  cart,  if  it  is  not  one  of  my  make  1 11 

chance  it." 

•  *  «  *  * 

Five  minutes  past  six  the  next  morning  we  were 
on  the  road.  The  old  man  was  a  trifle  criss-cross 
at  first,  the  mare  was  a  bit  frisky,  his  brierwood  a 
trifle  stubborn.  However,  the  sandy  road  soon 
dampened  the  ardour  of  one  and  a  10-pound  suction 
drew  the  obstructions  from  the  stem  of  the  other, 
then  the  old  man's  face  beamed;  he  was  himself 
again.  "  See  that  house  over  yonder  jest  agin  that 
bunch  of  pines  ?  "  "If  you  mean  that  one  where 
half  of  the  chimney  top  is  gone,  I  do  certainly." 
"  Well,  the  meanest  man  I  ever  heard  tell  on 
used  to  live  there.  Folks  said  he  was  so  con- 
densed mean  that  shingles  on  his  roof  wouldn't 
shed  rain  and  his  one  winder  let  in  no  light.  He 
used  to  go  to  meeting  up  in  the  village  and  to  git 
rid  of  paying  anything  he'd  make  his  folks  sit  in 
the  wagon,  or,  if  it  was  cold  or  stormy,  make  'em 
stand  up  in  the  entry  during  the  whole  sarvice. 
Never  went  into  a  pew  for  years.  Why,  darn  him, 
he  used  to  water  and  skim  the  sour  milk  he  fed  to 
his  hogs. 

•  *  »<  >i<  » 

"The  man  that  jined  farms  with  him  on  the  east 
lost  a  barn  and  a  lot  of  grain  and  feed,  barn  was 
struck  by  hghtning  and  all  burned  up.  The  hull 
neighbourhood  turned  out  and  helped  him  git  out 
new  timber.  Raising  day  we  all  went  to  help. 
Somehow  or  other  that  air  cuss  was  there.  He  ate 
three  good  meals  and  carried  home  his  pockets  full  of 
grub,  then  the  very  next  day  put  in  a  bill  dollar  and  a 
hall  for  his  work.  He'd  a  lot  of  bees  onct.  Somehow 
he  got  it  into  his  head  that  they  didn't  work  hours 
enough,  so  he'd  git  up  afore  it  were  daylight,  take 
a  club  and  pound  on  the  hives  to  wake  'em  up  and 
make  'em  git  out  and  git  to  work.  He  got  'em 
larnt  arter  awhile  so  as  he  didn't  have  to  wake  'em 
up  ;  then  the  leetle  cuss  weren't  satisfied ;  darned 
ef  he  didn't  try  to  cross  'om  with  a  lightning  bug 
so  as  they'd  work  nights.  See  that  air  cow-path 
over  that  little  rise  '!  That  leads  into  an  old  loggin' 
road  and  that  road  crosses  yer  stream  'bout  half  a 
mile  from  hero.  Hope  you'll  have  good  luck.  Git 
up,  Maria." 
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How  TO  St.\bt  a  Balky  Horse. 
SoMK  years  a.50  in  Cincinnati,  during  the  noon 
hour  in  one  of  the  busiest  streets,  a  horse  attached 
to  a  wa;igon  became  balky.  Many  remedies  were 
tried,  but  without  effect.  Presently  one  of 
Cincinnati's  best-known  horsemen  came  along. 
When  he  saw  the  trouble  he  smilingly  asked  for  a 
stone,  which  was  given  to  him.  Then  .he  asked  the 
driver  to  lift  up  one  foot  of  the  horse,  and  with 
the  stone  he  struck  the  shoe  a  number  of  times. 
"Now,"  he  said  to  the  driver,  "get  up  on  your 
seat  and  drive  off."  This  the  driver  did,  amid  the 
cheers  of  the  bystanders.  The  horseman  said  he 
had  no  idea  why  this  made  a  balky  horse  go,  but 
he  had  found  it  an  unfailing  remedy. — New  York 
Times. 


He  laughs  last  who  doesn't  see  the  joke. 


Shark's  Spawn. 
The  egg  is  frequently  found  on  the  seashore 
after  a  heavy  storm.  Because  of  the  shape  of  the 
egg,  says  the  American  Fishing  Gazette,  it  has  been 
called  mermaid's  pur.ses,  sailor's  purses,  or  sea 
pur-es.  An  appendage  enables  the  egg  to  cling 
to  the  growing  seaweed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean.  Water,  which  to  these  creatures  contains 
the  breath  of  life,  gains  access  to  the  imprisoned 
sharkling  through  two  slight  apertures,  and  in 
these  waters  the  young  are  furnished  with  small 
external  gills,  which  are  afterwards  absorbed  into 
the  system — a  phenomenon  curiously  analogous 
to  the  structure  of  the  tadpole.  When  it  leaves  its 
home  it  is  provided  with  a  capsule,  containing  a 
nutrimental  principle  of  the  egg,  as  is  seen  in  the 
chicken  of  the  common  fowl,  and  is  enabled  to  exist 
upon  this  substance  until  it  has  obtained  the  power 
of  foraging  for  itself,  when  the  remainder  of  the 
capsule  is  absorbed  into  the  abdomen. 


"  How'.s  your  husband!  this  morning  '!  "  inquired 
Mrs.  Whaleblubber.  "  Haven't  seen  him  for  six 
months,"  declared  Mrs.  W'alrustusk.  "The scamp's 
been  out  all  night,  eh  ?  " — Baltimore  Sun. 


How  TO  Make  the  Ladies  Sit  Down. 
A  notable  character  of  Buffalo  Bill's  Wild  West 
Show  was  Major  Burke.  On  one  occasion  a  number 
of  women  were  standing  on  the  front  benches  and 
obstructing  the  view  of  the  people  behind  them. 
Burke  shouted,  though  his  voice  was  smooth  and 
exquisitely  modulated,  "Will  that  beautiful  young 
lady  in  front  please  sit  down,"  and  twenty-eight 
women  dropped  as  one. 


Although  twenty  members  of  the  Anglo-French 
Piscatorials  (among  whom  were  six  lady  members) 
fi.shed  persistently  at  \Vraysbury  on  Sunday  last, 
only  one  fish  was  taken,  and  that  by  Mr.  A. 
Abrahams.  The  ladies — to  their  credit  be  it  said 
(including  the  redoubtable  Mrs.  Abrahams) — with 
stood  the  bitterly  cold  weather  "  manfully."  The 
party  left  London  on  Saturday,  and  found  com- 
fortable shelter  at  hospitable  Wraysbury,  but  on 
Sunday  morning  they  encountered  snow,  rain,  ice, 
alternated  by  bright  sunshine  and  a  biting  cold 
east  wind.  Mr.  Fisher,  one  of  the  party,  described 
it  in  his  pretty  Anglo-French  maimer  as  "  going  in 
at  one  ear  and  escaping  at  the  other." 

***** 

Owing  to  the  gale  the  Thames  was  "  gliding  at 
its  own  sweet  will "  at  about  fourteen  knots  an 
hour,  and  at  two  o'clock  the  signal  was  given  to 

 well,  go  home.    Only  one  fish  being  taken,  the 

captor  refused  to  "  weigh-in,"  so  that  another 
outing  is  being  arranged,  when  it  is  hoped  that  a 
more  cordial  entente  will  exist  with  the  clerk  of  the 
weather. 

*  *  *  *  ^ 

The  weather !  The  members  of  the  L.C.C.  are 
enjoying  (?)  a  fog  in  gay  Paree.  As  I  write  hail- 
stones are  being  "  hurled "  against  the  windows, 
accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning.  All  that 
can  be  said  with  safety  concerning  prospects  of 
sport  for  a  week-end  is,  "If  the  weather,"  etc.! 
But,  weather  or  no  weather,  there  is  only  one  more 
monfh  for  the  coarse  fisher  to  "  enjoy  "  himself — 
and  then,  talk  of  the  March  winds,  the  April  showers, 
the  May  flowers,  and  the  commencement  of  the 
summer  season. 


The  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  the  Lychnobite 
Anglers  will  be  held  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel, 
Tottenham  Court-road,  W.,  on  Saturday  evening, 
Feb.  17,  at  6.15  prompt.  A  large  company  is 
expected ;  friends  are  invited ;  the  programme  of 
music  will  be  of  more  than  usual  excellence.  Tickets 
and  further  information  may  bo  obtained  from 
Mr.  W.  J.  Povey,  hon.  see,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane, 
Fleet-street,  E.G.    The  chair  will  be  taken  by 

Dragnet. 
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Pfovifieial  flfiglifig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  jiost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion committee  was  held  on  the  evenine;  of  Feb.  J, 
■when  applications  from  two  new  clubs — namely, 
the  Hop  Pole,  Sherlock-street,  and  the  Spon-lane, 
West  Bromwich — for  affiliation  was  considered. 
The  committee's  reports  being  satisfactory  they 
were  admitted.    The  application  made  by  the  Old 
Cottage  Club  to  remove  to  the  White  Swan  Hotel, 
Whitehead-road,  Aston,  was  granted.  The  secretary 
reported  that  the  new  clubs  affiliated  during  the 
past  quarter  had  increased   the  membership  of 
the    association    by   near   upon   1090  members 
during  the  past  three  months,  ten  new  clubs  having 
completed  their  affiliation.     It  was  decided  to 
hold  the  annual  association  dinner  at  the  Old 
Royal    Hotel,  Temple-row,  on    March  17  next 
The  visiting  committee  for  the  present  year  was 
appointed.    The  City  Piscatorials,  who  meet  at 
the  hesidquarters  of  the  association,  held  their 
annual  meeting  last  week,  when  Mr.  L.  Pickin  was 
elected  president  and  councillor ;  J.  G.  Pentland, 
vice-president ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Freeman,  secretary  ;  and 
a  strong  working  committee  was  elected.  This 
club  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.    We  have  had  a 
nice  change  in  the  weather ;  we  have  had  a  little 
frost,  and  the  midday  has  been  bright  and  cheerful 
for  the  time  of  year;  the  weather  just  now  is  all 
that  one  could  wish,  this  has  induced  our  members 
to  visit  their  favourite  waters,  and,  on  the  whole, 
sport  has  been  very  fair.    The  rivers  are  just  now 
in  good  condition,  and  fish  above  the  average 
'    size    have    been    landed.     In    the  Bridgnorth 
district  some  nice  pike  '.have  been  taken  from 
the  Severn,  chub  and  roach  are  also  feeding  well 
from  the  place  mentioned  down  the  river.    A  mem- 
ber of  the  Gun  Society  caught  some  nice  roach  last 
week,  the  largest  being  1  lb.  7oz.,  the  roach  are 
being  taken  with  paste.    Pike  are  showing  .signs  of 
spawning  on  the  Wye  near  to  Hereford,  they  are 
feeding  well ;  some  very  fine  chub  have  been  taken 
from  this  river  during  the  week.    Avon  fishing  has 
been  good,  the  roach  are  taking  the^small  red  worm  ; 
a  number  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  with  the 
live  bait ;  down  the  river  sport  has  been  quiet  as  it 
is  more  exposed  to  the  wind.    The  Trent  is  now  in 
good  order,  but  very  few  of  our  members  have  vi«ited 
it.  Canal  fishing  is  quiet.  Mr.  T.  Coles  gave  a  lecture 
with  limelight  views  at  the  Stanley  Club,  Aston, 
on  Sunday  evening  last ;  it  was  a  great  success,  and 
the  funds  of  the  B.  A.B.S.  will  be  benefited  by  it.  Dr. 
Maberly  and  Mr.   C.   Dingley,  of  Handsworth, 
fishing  a  private  pool  near  to  the  City  on  Wednes- 
day last,  caught  seven  fine  pike,  the  heaviest 
weighing  18lb.    The  Bee  Hive  Club  have  started  a 
challenge  cup  fund.     The  club  are  going  in  for 
specimen  fish,  and  have  now  a  nice  collection,  and 
are  having  some  fine  fish  set  xip.    The  stocking  is 
still  going  on,  a  large  number  of  fish  were  placed  in 
a  pool  near  to  Lifford  last  week,  and  Mr.  J.  Daven- 
port has  decided  to  place  another  consignment  of 
roach  and  perch  in  the  Earlswood  Reservoir. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Reports  from  the  Bardney  district  of  the  Witham 
are  of  a  most  encouraging  character,  as  much  as 
151b.  and  201b.  of  roach  hnving  been  creeled  per 
day  by  those  using  the  worm  and  yellow  paste  baits. 
Encouraging  accounts  are  also  to  hand  from  the 
Chapel  Hill  district,  where  some  of  the  roach  have 
weighed  up  to  IJIb.  each.  Forty-foot  subscribers 
have  also  been  obtaining  sport  with  the  trolling  rod. 
'I'he  waters  for  this  branch  of  sport  are  now  in  much 
\>(>tteT  condition  than  they  were,  and  pike  fishers 
lijive  taken  three  and  four  brace  of  fish  with  both 
live  and  artificial  bait".  A  friend  last  Saturday 
killed  seven  fish  on  the  Forty -foot_ (heaviest,  9^1b.). 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoHin  on  Feb.  7  was  in  very  good  order. 
The  River  Wyre  has  just  received  a  fine  lot  of 
Marling  trout  from  the  Oakenclough  Fishery  Board, 
rid  a  similar  lot  is  due.    Two  county  rods  have 
jpplied  details  of  large  pike,  no  doubt  roused  by 
'  lif)  note  of  Jan.  27  from  the  Editor.    One  record  of 
-t  fiOlb.  4ft.  6in.,  girth  2ft.,  taken  near  Cheltenham, 
1806,  from  a  reservoir,  and  stated  to  be  thirty  years 
'lid  ;  the  other  721b.,  and  caught  in  Kenmur  Lock, 
'ralloway.    It  is  referred  to  in  "Harper's  Rambles 
n  Galloway."  page  232  (1896),  and  in  "Galloway 
/')8.Hip  "  (1901 ),  page  85.    Despite  this  the  Editor's 
10  prize  is  still  safe.   Liverpool  anglers  are  revelling 
in  sport  aa  usual. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  has  been  a  very  poor  response  to  the 
request  for  secretaries'  names  who  want  their  clubs 
represented  at  a  special  meeting  of  anglers  in  this 
city.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  fish  their  first  match 
to  -  morrow  at  Bollington,  and  have  fixed 
on  March  1 1  for  another.  The  (ylarnnco  Angling 
Society  have  arranged  two  matches,  to  be  decided 
at  Althorpe  and  Middlewich.  So  far  only  about 
half  a  dozen  clubs  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
new  arrangements  with  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery. 
If  thf  y  are  not  represented  at  tho  first  meeting, 
when  important  items  will  be  discussed,  they  cannot 
complain.  Our  corporation  would  do  well  in  trying 
to  emulate  the  good  work  at  Blagdon. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  was  very  severe  on  Monday"  and 
Tviesday,  and  most  of  the  backwaters  adjoining  the 
Trent  contained  a  thin  coating  of  ice.  The  river 
has  fined  down,  and  was,  at  the  period  of  writing, 
running  in  excellent  condition  for  chubbing.  either 
with  greaves  or  pith  and  brains.  Many  chub  have, 
in  fact,  been  taken ,  with  greaves  on  the  Wilford« 
and  Clifton  waters.  Cockspurs  and  brandlings 
have  also  accounted  for  the  same  kind  of  fish, 
besides  roach,  at  Shardlow,  Sawley,  and  Rolleston. 
Lobworms,  through  the  frosts,  have  been  extremely 
scarce.  Some  pike  have  been  got  by  members  of 
the  City  Piscatorial  Society  at  Averham  and  Stay- 
thorpe,  Mr.  Boyce  landing,  amongst  others,  one  of 
SJlb.  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society, 
has  been  successful  on  the  Shardlow  and  Cavendish 
Bridge  sections,  though  the  quarry  were  chiefly  on 
the  small  side.  He  has  done  better,  as  regards 
weight,  in  private  waters,  apart  from  the  river. 
Until  Wilford  Lake  became  tinged  with  ice,  visitors 
were  daily  creeling  large  quantities  of  small  roach 
and  sundry  perch  above  the  average.  On  Feb.  1, 
I  tried  the  Fiskerton  reach  for  chub  with  greaves 
and  bagged  sundry  fish.  I  have  no  doubt  I  should 
have  obtained  a  meritorious  bag  had  a  foot  less 
water  been  running.  The  section  is  rarely  fished, 
and  I  am  sure  that  members  of  the  Wellington 
Society  would  do  well  to  freqvient  it  more  often. 
The  willows  have  been  cut  below  the  Greet  Mouth, 
and  there  are  some  grand  openings  for  "  pegging" 
for  big  roach  and  chub  with  the  worm. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  good  condition  again,  although 
higher  than  anglers  like.  Up  to  Feb.  4  the  weather 
was  exceedingly  mild,  but  the  wind  went  round  to 
the  north  and  frost  set  in,  since  when  it  has  been 
bitterly  cold.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  in 
the  Severn  good  sport  has  been  had  among  the 
roach  and  chub,  the  latter  taking  blood  and  brains 
well.  Some  fine  roach  have  been  taken  in  the 
Avon  with  the  red  worm  and  paste ;  some  taken 
on  ^Feb.  4  were  close  on  lib.  each.  On  Feb.  1, 
several  members  of  the  Worcester  City  Club 
fished  the  Teme  near  Ludlow  and  had  capital 
sport.  Messrs.  Probert,  Price  and  Higgs  had 
a  fine  lot  of  dace  and  chub,  some  of  the  latter  large 
in  size.  They  also  had  a  few  brace  of  very  nice 
grayling,  the  maggot  being  the  bait  used ;  and  if 
the  present  frosty  weather  continues  grayling  fish- 
ing should  improve.  The  pike  have  been  feeding 
well  since  Feb.  4.  F.  Sandford  caught  three  in  the 
Avon,  heaviest  7  Jib.  Messrs.  Price  and  Phillips 
caught  five  in  the  Severn,  above  Camp,  neither 
5lb.  ;  they  were  taken  with  the  spoon-bait.  Some 
large  fish  are  reported  to  have  been  taken  in  the 
Teme,  above  Knightsford  Bridge,  but  the  catch 
has  not  been  verified. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  lately  been  good  fishing  by  local 
rodsmen  in  the  Derwent.  On  Feb.  3,  Mr.  Wood,  of 
York,  secured  five  nice  pike  weighing  20lb.,  live 
bait  being  used.  This  river  and  the  Ouse  are  in 
good  condition. .  Messrs.  Morgan,  Smith  and  Robin- 
son, of  York,  had  a  pleasant  time  at  Pocklington 
Canal  on  Jan.  31,  and  caught  with  live  bait  eight 
good  pike.  On  the  yjreceding  day,  Mr.  Robinson 
and  Mr.  Wright  had  a  pleasant  outing  from  the  city 
to  private  waters  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  took 
home  seven  pike.  On  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Henderson,  of 
York,  caught  a  good  basket  of  roach ;  the  fish 
weighed  about  81b.,  one  roach  turning  the  scale 
at  1  lb.  5Joz.  The  water  was  in  fine  trim, 
and  the  bait  used  was  bread  paste.  On  Feb.  13 
a  general  meeting  of  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  will  be  held,  at  which  the 
following  rule,  passed  at  the  last  delegates'  meeting, 
in  connection  with  the  Faber  Cup  Competition,  will 
be  brought  forward  for  decision :—"  That  in  the 
event  of  any  competitor  i)ringing  fish  to  the  scales 
under  the  limits,  the  wholoj  of  the  fish  of  such 
competitor  shall  be  disqualified," 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND, 

Angling  opened  on  several  waters  on  Feb.  1,  but 
sport  has  been  unsatisfactory.  Salmon  are  reason- 
ably supposed  to  be  fairly  numerous  on  most  waters, 
but  they  do  not'appear  to  bo  in  a  taking  mood  at 
present.  A  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anglers'  Association 
was  held  recently.  From  the  statement  of  accounts 
submitted  by  honorary  treasurer  it  appeared  that 
the  Association  had  a  balance  of  £19  13s.  lid.  in 
hand.  After  discussing  some  matters  in  <;onnection 
with  tho  Association,  the  election  of  officers  wa» 
proceeded  with.  Soa  angling  has  been  resumed  at 
a  few  places  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  but  sport  has  been 
very  poor  everywhere  so  far.  A  very  interesting 
capture  of  a  salmon  was  made  in  the  River  Laune, 
near  Killorglin,  on  Jan.  31.  Attached  to  the  ba.s6 
of  the  dorsal  fin  was  a  tab  or  label  of  oxidised 
silver  bearing  the  number  3552D.  It  appears  this 
particular  fish — which  was  a  female — was  liberated 
in  the  River  Laune  on  Dec.  14,  1903.  It  then 
weighed  51b.,  and  measured  24in.  in  length.  At 
the  date  of  its  capture,  Jan.  31,  lOOli,  it  weighed 
121b.,  its  length  being  31in.  The  length  measure- 
ments were  taken  from  the  snout  to  the  fork  of  the 
tail.  It  thus  appears  that  tho  fish  gained  71b.  in  a 
little  over  two  years,  but  whether  it  has  been  all 
that  time  in  the  sea,  of  course,  is  not  proved. 

North  of  Ireland.  ? 

On  the  streams  along  the  Antrim  coast  the  fishing 
has  been  poor,  the  brown  trout  being  yet  in 
indifferent  condition.  The  Mourne  and  tributaries 
open  for  angling  on  April  1.  The  past  spawning 
season  was  a  decided  success,  great  numbers  of 
salmon  having  been  noticed  on  the  remotest 
spawning  grounds.  The  large  staff  of  bailiffs  em- 
ployed also  kept  poaching  at  a  minimum.  Over 
150  salmon  were  trappod  for  the  Nowtownstewart 
hatchery.  The  Lough  Neagh  pollen  fisheries  opened 
on  Feb.  1  in  unfavourable  weather.  Notwithstanding 
that„the  boats  out  made  good  catches.  The  following 
days  were  so  rough  that  netting  was  suspended. 
This  week  the  takes  of  fish  were  fine,  the  quality 
and  size  good.  At  the  second  annual  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  (Belfast)  Angling  Club 
held  last  week,  the  report  of  tho  secretary  showed 
that  in  the  past  year  the  club  had  a  membership 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  the  treasurer's 
report  disclosed  a  balance  on  the  right  side. 
Next  week  another  batch  of  Irish  rivers  opens  to 
the  angler.  On  Feb.  12  the  historic  Boyne  opens ; 
and  on  the  same  date  also  open  the  Nanny  and 
Delvin,  co.  Louth;  on  Feb.  15,  the  Bandon  and 
Argideen,  co.  Cork ;  on  Feb  16,  the  Slaney  and  its 
tributaries,  Bann,  Urrin,  Boro,  co.  Wexford.  A 
good  start  has  been  made  on  the  Shannon  at 
Limerick,  Mr.  Michael  Egan  being  credited  with 
killing  a  salmon  a  few  ounces  under  431b.  above 
Athlunkard  Bridge. 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  SEA  ANGLERS. 


A  MEETING  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  in  Fetter-lane,  London,  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  7,  at  which  the  following  repre- 
sentatives were  present  :  G.  Read  Clarke,  A. 
Powell,  J.  C.  Hindlev,  C.  O.  Minchin,  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society ;  J.  A.  Piper,  Eastbourne  Sea 
Anglers'  Association ;  G-  Colman,  Folkestone  Sea 
Angling  Association ;  Major  Brine,  Herno  Bay 
Anglers'  Association ;  Dr.  Travers,  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Angling  Association ;  W.  D.  Symiiig- 
ton,  St.  Leonards  Angling  Association  ;  O.  M. 
Howard,  Southend  Amateur  Anglers'  Society ; 
H.  Dowsett,  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. The  rules  of  the  council  were  agreed, 
and  will  be  communicated  to  the  Press  shortly. 

The  council  is  formed — (1)  To  promote  the  sport 
of  sea  angling  and  the  interests  of  the  sea  fisheries 
of  the  United  Kingdom;  (2)  To  assist  local  societies 
or  committees  in  holding  competitions  ;  to  arrange 
dates  for  the  same  so  as  to  avoid  clashing  ;  and  to 
ensure  that  such  competitions  shall  be  held  under 
sporting  conditions.  The  dates  arranged  tenta- 
tively for  open  competitions  are :  Eastbourne, 
probably  July;  Soutliend,  Aug.  18,  19,  and  20; 
Weymouth,  Aug.  22,  23,  and  24 ;  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Festival,  Sept.  8,  9,  and  10 ;  Folke- 
stone, Sept.  15,  16,  and  17;  Herne  Bay,  Nov.  3,  4, 
and  5.  The  following  officers  were  elected  ;  chair- 
man, C.  O.  Minchin  ;  vice-chairman.  Dr.  Travers  ; 
hon.  sec,  H.  Dowsett.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
council  will  be  held  in  June.  Any  local  societies  or 
associations  desirous  of  joining  the  council  are 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  hon.  sec  at 
10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings.  H.  P. 


"  I  WILL  not  be  sworn,  but  love  may  transform 
me  to  an  oyster  ;  but  I'll  take  my  oath  on  it,  till  he 
have  made  an  oyster  of  me,  he  shall  never  make 
me  such  a  fool." — Shakespeare. 
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No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.25  each. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


2i! 


With  more  or  less  fre<|iiency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  CInisel, 
or  Screw  Driver,  and  this  outfit  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  being  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocl<et 
Book,  H  X  'H  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carrying/ 
it  in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  foi 
immediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office,  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile;  on 
tlie  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  around  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  firmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  iu  a  second. 

Sent  post  free  for  money  order  for  10s.  to  any 
address  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

U.J.  ULERY,9w,  Warren  St.,  New  York  City 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Eod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON.  Timber  Mercliants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

rrire  Lixts  on  application. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KINO. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 


The  Celebrated  .  .  . 

BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  liuxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
Oelioioul  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  CheeBO. 
Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

8  lb.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  Makers:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO..  Ltd.. 
DOUGLAS,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


ABERDEEN  DEE. 

Two  miles  exclusive  right  on  left 
bank  of  well  known  section  to  be  Let 
for  March.    Hotel  handy.  £C0. 

CASSLEY. 

One  mile,  both  banks,  exclusive  right 
for  March.    Good  lodgings.  £25. 

44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


A  RIYER  m  NORWAY. 

This  book,  by  Chas.  Thomas-Stanford, 
Esq.,  graphically  describes  the  Kiver 
Gaula  in  Sondfjord,  where  the 

FISHING  IS  TO  LET 

from  Juno  1.5  to  August  15, 1906,  together 
with  a  good  RESIDENCE  containing 
rooms.  Easily  reached  from  Bergen 
by  passenger  boats  several  times  weekly. 

Apply— WILSON   &  ARMSTRONG, 
7,  Side,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEB,  28,  1906, 

AT  EIGHT  OCLOCK. 

GOUNOD'S 

REDEMPTION 

MISS  AGNES  NIOHOLLS. 
MISS  EDITH  PATCHING. 
MISS  ALICE  LA  KIN. 
MR.   JOHN  COATES. 
MR.  DAN  PRICE. 
MR.  FREDERICK  RANALOW. 
BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Boors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d. ;  Arena,  te.  ;  Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d 
to  £3  3s.   Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5.s-. 
Unreserved  (rows   5   to  8),   is.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.      Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Boyal  Albert  Hall. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELL^,  Brittainy,  France 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 
RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FEE  RES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS^  


ADVERTISER. 

A  well-known  Angler  and  Silver  Medallist  of  the 
Great  Fisheries  Exhibition,  ISSliWill  be  pleased  to 
accompany  Gentlemen  as  GUIDE,  COMPANION 
and  FRIEND  on  their  first  or  subsequent  visits  to 
the  Hampshire  Avon,  the  Berkshire  Kennet  and 
Lambourne,  or  the  Cumberland  Derwent.  Terms 
moderate.— Address,  4,  Eau  Claire  Villas,  Boun 
dary  Road,  Newbni  y,  Berks.  


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  .1.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley 
York. 


J.J. 


FURNISHED  RESIDENCE 
AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

HANTS, 

TO  BE  LET,  FURNISHED,  A  CHARMING 

OLD-FASHIONED  HOUSE, 

ithin  easy  reach  of  a  station  (L.  <feS.  W.  Kly.), 
and  situate  in  the  midst  of  nicely  timbered 
jrounds;  14  bed  an.l  dressing  rooms,  bathroom, 
i  reception  rooms,  and  ample  domestic  accom- 
noilation ;  good  stabling,  gardener's  cottage, 
t<:.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing  and  mixed 
Shooting.    Exceptional  opportunity. 

Messrs.  FAREBROTHEB,  ELLIS  &  CO., 

Land  Agents  and  Surveyors,  29,  Fleet 

Street,  London,  E.C. 


NORTH  WALES, 

FURNISHED  APARTMENTS 

WITH  OH  WITHOUT  KOAKD. 

Beautiful  scenery ;  good  walks;  splendid 
River  and  Lake  Fishing,  Cwmbychau 
Lakes  and  Artro  River. — Apply  to 
]\IBS.  J.  E.  HUMPHREYS. 
Gwynfryn  House,  Llanbedr,  R.S.O., 
Merionethshire. 


Salmon  Fishings 

ON 

RIVER  SPEY. 

ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to — 

Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


WANTED,  IN  SCOTLAND, 

cither  May  or  June,ifor  One  Rod, 

TEN  DAYS'  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

Private  rooms  or  Hotel.    Pishing  must 
be  first    rate. — Write    terms,  <Sc.,  to 
R.  J.  X.,"  care  of  Willing's  Advkr- 
TisEMENT  Offices,  73,  Knightsbridge, 
S.W. 


WANTED 

by  a  number  of  Gentlemen,  within  2J 
hours'  journey  from  Liverpool, 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING, 

River  or  Lake  and  River. — Please  state 
terms  to  S67,  c/o  Lee  &  Nightingale, 
Advertising  Offices,  Liverpool. 


WANTED. 

RIVER-KEEPER  for  Trout 
Stream  in  North  Wales. — ^ Apply, 
giving  age,  experience,  and  wages 
required,  to  Taylor,  187,  Regent 
Road,  Liverpool. 


THEATRES. 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
Managing  Director,  Arthiu-  Collins. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  E.  C.  Burnand,  J.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter  Passmore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  Johnnie  Danvers,  Ai-thur  Con 
quest,  Queenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
.Box  Office  open  all  day. 
  Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 


HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30, 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brough,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


last  yourEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  wc  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT '.FLIES 
for  gd.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  I  2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificeiu^e,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— haTini?  no  eiiual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Kly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


.  .  TO  .  . 

Anglers  and  Tourists. 

TO  LET 

or  the  Season  or  part  of  the  Season  1906 

A  Vkuy  Dksirahi.k 

WELL.FURNISHED 

Detached  Family  Residence, 

(.■0M1'I!ISI.N(! 

seven  bedrooms,  sitting,  dinin;;,  and  drawing 
rooms,  two  gardens,  stabling,  coach-house,  and 
the  usual  domestic  offices  ;  good  sanitation.  The 
house  is  situated  in  the  pretty  village  of 

Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagli,  Ireland, 

on  the  eastern  shores  of  Lough  Melvin,  the 
latter  abounding  with  Salmon,  Gillaroo  (a  rare 
species  of  trout  not  found  in  many  waters),  and 
the  whole  vicinity  is  surrcuinded  with  mountain, 
river  and  lake  sci-nery  of  unsurpassed  beauty. 
An  ideal  spot  for  the  tourisl  or  sportsman  with 
either  rod  or  gun.    Terms  moderate. 
For  temis  aud  particulars  apply  to 
Mrs.  P.  TIMONEY, 
Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagn,  Ireland  : 

AND 

The  Round  House,  St.  Albans,  Herts, 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  JHedical  Examination  required. 


TO  LET. 


Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  River 

in  Norway  (Eidfjord).  Easily  reached 
from  Bergen,  good  hotel  accommoda- 
tion.— Particulars  from  W.  J.  Cummins, 
Sporting  Estate  Agent,  Bishop  Auckland, 


FOR  SALE. 

FISHING  TACKLETgUnTuSINESS 

in  a  Country  Town.  Good  trade,  hi] 
class  connection.  Satisfactory  reason 
for  disposal ;  will  bear  investigation. — 
Details  of  A.  Meyeb,  122,  Wood  Street 
London. 


IRISH  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FISHING. 

MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  Lower  Sackville  Street,  Diiblin 

have  now  in  stock  the  highest  quality 
of  Salmon  Eods,  Flies,  Tackle,  &c.,  for 
Irish  Rivers. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to  inspect  them 
and  write  for  Price  List. 


FLY  DRESSING. 


FOB  SALE. 

ARTIFICIAL  FLIES 


A.  M.,  2,  Sumraerland,  Honiton. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terras  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

NSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  ,1.  LEE-.SMITH,  Mana'jinij  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Inslrancb  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  dnty  excepieil) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  <»r  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  tJnited  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  pro\ided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  ti  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

~X,imiterJ  , 
7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Keceipt  to  the  Casualty 
iNstiRANCE  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


Anglers  wlsniner  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  0am,  Ouse,  &o,, 

SHOULD  ADVEETI8B  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreas:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 
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'^olcs  from  t^c  "ilod^. 


Some  expensive  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  recently  at  the  Bay  of  Uig  Fish  (sea)  Hatchery, 
near  Aberdeen.  It  is  the  only  Government  thing 
of  the  kind.  Dr.  Wymess  Fulton  is  in  charge, 
with  Doctors  Scott  and  Williamson  as  experts  in 
their  respective  departments  of  biology. 

Some  60,000,000  plaice  are  hatched  out  annually 
from  the  living  fish  under  natural  conditions,  and 
these  are  "  planted  "  on  parts  of  the  coast  where 
they  are  needed,  and  where  there  is  a  chance  of 
them  doing  well.   

The  death  of  Lady  Grey  has  been  received  with 
the  deepest  regret,  especially  in  the  Cromarty 
district,  where  she  was  so  well  known  as  an  expert 
lady  angler.   

The  net  fishings  on  the  Tay  system  opened  on 
Monday,  Feb.  5.  The  river  was  full  of  "grue,"  or 
ice-floes,  and  the  opening  results  were  disappoint- 
ing.   Up  tUl  noon  120  fish  only  had  been  got. 

Mr.  Peter  Murray,  keeper,  Alford,  Donside, 
writes  me  : — "  I  saw  two  clean  fish  on  Sunday,  and 
hope  to  get  one  of  them  next  week  when  the 
season  opens.  Small  flies  do  best  here  in  the  very 
early  months.  The  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  and 
Lady  Caroline  with  a  Butcher  will  carry  me  through 
the  season."   


Mr.  Finch,  Wellhouse,  Alford,  has  again  taken 
the  Earl  of  Kintore's  fishings  for  the  spring  months. 
It  is  the  trout  principally  that  Mr.  Finch  looks 
after. 


There  are  poor  reports  from  the  Deveron. 
Willie  Rough,  the  Huntly  gillie,  says  the  river  is 
full  of  kelts  but  no  clean  fish,  as  the  waters  have 
been  too  small  to  let  them  up  so  far.  Like  the 
Don  the  DeverOn  is  a  late  river. 


The  salmon  angling  in  the  Huntly  free  waters 
does  not  open  till  April  1.  Were  matters  taken  in 
hand  this  might  be  remedied,  especially  in  an  early 
season  like  the  present. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  a  fresh  has 
set  in,  and  the  chances  are  that  the  rivers  will  run 
big  for  the  next  few  days.  Special  Scotch. 


DUNFERMLINE  FISHING  RIGHTS. 


INTERDICT    AGAINST   MINERS  REFUSED. 


Judgment  was  given  by  Lord  Dundas  in  the 
Court  of  Sessions  recently  in  the  action  by 
William  Dougall,  farmer,  Highholm,  near  Dun- 
fermline, against  James  Lowe  and  seven  others, 
miners  in  Townhill  and  Dunfermline,  and  also 
again'it  the  Provost,  magistrate?,  and  councillors  of 
the  Burgh  of  Dunfermline,  to  have  the  defenders 
interdicted  from  trespassing  on  the  pursuer's 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  in  Loch  Fitty  and 
I^ioch  Fitty  Burn.  The  pursuer  leased  Highholm 
Farm  from  the  Town  Council  for  niaeteen  years,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  £1.50,  and  he  alleged  that  the 
practice  complained  of  had  resulted  in  serious 
injury  to  his  crops,  etc.  The  defenders,  Lowe  and 
others,  maintained  that  the  property  of  the  farm 
formed  part  of  the  common  good  of  the  Burgh  of 
Dunfermline,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh 
and  the  villagers  of  the  town's  lands  of  Townhill 
and  Kingseat  had  enjoyed  the  right  and  privilege 
of  fishing  in  the  loch  and  burn,  and  of  using  the 
banks  thereof  for  that  purpose  from  time  imme- 
morial without  let  or  hindrance.  That  right,  they 
«aid,  had  been  expressly  recognised  and  conceded 
by  the  Town  Council,  and  the  farm  was  let  to 
Mr.  Dougall  subject  to  that  existing  right  on  the 
part  of  the  community.  Lord  Dundas  assoilzied 
the  defenders,  with  expenses.  His  lord.ship  said  that 
upon  the  facts  disclosed,  he  thought  the  defenders 
had  established  by  a  sufficiently  numerous  body  of 
witnesses  that  the  banks  of  the  loch  and  stream 
had  been  regularly  used  by  the  inViabitants  of 
Dunfermline,  particularly  of  Townhill,  for  the 
purpose  of  fishing  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  and 
he  thought  the  immemorial  use  of  the  banks  of  the 
stream  and  loch  could  not,  on  the  facts,  be  described 
as  mere  tolerance.  For  the  purposes  of  that  action 
he, must  hold  that  the  defenders  were  within  their 
legal  rights  in  fishing  on  the  banks  of  the  burn  and 
loch.  The  second  issue  in  the  case  was  whether  or 
not  the  pursuer  had  proved  that  the  defenders,  or 
any  of  them,  had  trespassed  on  his  lands  and  fields. 
In  his  lordship's  opinion  he  had  failed  to  prove 
that  charge  against  any  of  the  defenders. — Edin- 
burgh Evening  Nevm. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
'  K.  H.,  Felixstowe. — You  will  find  the  following 
a  very  useful  book:  "Practical  Sea  Fishing:  a 
Handbook  for  Sea  Anglers,"  by  V.  L.  Haslopo, 
author  of  "Knots  and  Knotting,"  etc.,  with  illus- 
trations by  the  author.  Published  by  L.  Upcott 
Gill,  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury-lane,  London. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  RECENT  TRIAL  OF  RODS  AT 
OLYMPIA. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  "  Occasional 
Notes  "  last  week  concerning  merits  of  English  and 
American  split-cane  rods,  it  would  be  still  more 
interesting  if  you  could  furnish  a  few  more  par- 
ticulars respecting  these  long  casting  performances. 

(1)  What  kind  of  lines  were  used,  and  whether 
tapered  ?  (2)  Reels,  as  regards  lightness,  of  what 
material,  etc.  ?  (3)  Was  line  allowed  to  hang  from 
reel  so  a?  to  permit  of  shooting  ?  (4)  Were  ca^ts 
made  from  raised  ground  or  platform  or  on  the 
level  ?  Presumably  casting  was  done  on  grass. 
(5)  Was  measurement  taken  fi'om  reel  to  hook? — 
Yours  truly,  Mac. 

Edinburgh. 

[In  answer  to  our  correspondent  I  may  say : 

(1)  Tapered    dressed    dry-fly    lines   were  used. 

(2)  Fairly  light  dry-fly  reels  were  used  of  ebonite 
and  aluminium.  (3)  Shooting  the  line  was,  of 
course,  permitted.  (4)  Casts  were  made  on  the 
level  on  the  floor  of  Olympia — a  kind  of  concrete,  I 
fancy.  (5)  Measurements  were  taken  by  tape  from 
caster's  feet  to  place  where  the  fly  fell.  Everything 
was  fair  and  square  for  all  parties.  The  editor  of 
the  Field  has  kindly  allowed  me  to  reproduce  his 
report  of  the  affair,  which  gives  more  details  than  I 
had  time  to  note. — R.  B.  M.] 


COLOURED  INDIA-RUBBER. 

Dear  S(r, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Parry's  letter  re 
coloured  india-rubber,  I  have  pleasure  in  forwarding 
the  following  notes  : — 

India-rubber  is  usually  coloured  by  mixing 
mineral  pigments  with  the  raw  rubber  by  a 
mechanical  process.  Thus,  white  rubber  is  obtained 
by  adding  zinc  oxide  to  the  raw  rubber ;  yellow,  by 
adding  antimony,  sulphide,  etc.  Coloured  rubber 
so  obtained  has,  however,  lost  two  very  valuable 
properties  from  the  fly-tier's  point  of  view.  Firstly, 
the  addition  of  mineral  matter  has  greatly  increased 
the  specific  gravity  of  the  compound,  all  mineralised 
rubbers  being  heavier  than  water,  whereas  pure 
rubber  floats.  Secondly,  mineralised  rubber  is 
opaque,  puro  rubber  is  semi-transparent. 

It  is,  however,  possible  to  colour  the  pure  rubber 
by  the  use  of  certain  dyestuffs,  and  thereby  avoid 
the  objections  to  mineralised  rubber,  but  I  know  of 
no  rubber  firm  turning  out  sheets  or  strips  of  rubber 
so  coloured.  It  would,  however,  be  very  simple 
for  Mr.  Parry  to  colour  his  own  rubber,  and  by  so 
doing  be  able  to  command  the  exact  shade  of 
colour  requisite  to  imitate  the  body  of  the  fly  in 
question.  These  colours  are  obtainable  from  most, 
if  not  all,  dyestuff  merchants,  and  are  used  princi- 
pally in  the  candle  and  lacquer  industries.  They 
are  soluble  in  most  oils,  fats,  and  waxes.  They  are 
also  soluble  in  benzene  or  coal-tar  naphtha,  and 
herein  lies  the  point,  for  naphtha  or  benzene  are 
the  usual  solvents  for  india-rubber.  If,  therefore, 
a  solution  of  the  dyestuff  in  naphtha  be  added  to 
a  solution  of  rubber  in  naphtha,  the  rubber  will  be 
coloured  the  colour  of  the  dyestuff  used.  To  obtain 
a  sheet  of  coloured  rubber  from  the  solution,  it  is 
merely  necessary  to  pour  out  the  coloured  solution 
on  to  a  level  sheet  of  glass  or  other  smooth  surface, 
and,  when  the  solvent  is  evaporated  and  the  film  is 
dry,  to  strip  the  rubber  sheet  from  the  glass.  On 
reading  Mr.  Parry's  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  27,  I  made  some  experiments  in  the  direction 
indicated  above,  and  enclose  herewith  some  strips 
of  rubber  so  coloured,  one  set  of  which  will  you 
kindly  forward  to  Mr.  Parry,  the  other  set  I  hope 
you  will  try  yourself,  Mr.  Editor.  I  had  only  a 
limited  number  of  these  naphtha  soluble  dyestuffs 
in  my  laboratory,  but  the  range  of  colours  obtain- 
able is  fairly  extensive,  and  almost  any  shade  could 
be  arrived  at  by  mixing  two  or  more  of  the  colours. 
If  you  (Mr.  Editor)  or  Mr.  Parry  will  kindly  give 
me  some  idea  of  the  colours  most  required  (water- 
colour  patterns  would  be  the  best),  I  will  make 
some  further  experiments,  and  will  give  you  the 
result  with  data  for  obtaining  the  same  later  on. 

Unfortunately  I  am  not  a  fly-tier,  never  having  had 
the  leisure  or  the  opportunity  to  study  the  art,  so  if 
Mr.  Parry  will  kindly  ^end  m©  a  fly  or  two,  tied 
with  the  rubber  body,  it  might  help  me  to  suggest 
some  improvement  to  the  above  method. 


I  have  been  a  reader  of  tho  Fishing  Gazette  for 
many  years  now,  and  have  spent  many  happy 
hours  and  received  much  valuable  information 
thereby,  in  fact,  I  think  tho  next  best  thing  to 
actual  fishing  is  reading  of  fishing  and  things 
"  fishy,"  HO  it  is  with  groat  pleasure  that  I  try  to 
make  some  return  for  tho  happy  hours  spent  and 
the  information  loarnt  from  brother  anglers  all. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  A.  Mokri.s. 

Thorne  Houfe,  Lumb-in-Rosscndale, 
vid  Manchester. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Morris,  and  will  send 
on  the  samples  to  Mr.  Parry.  I  fancy  that  ho  wants 
something  rather  more  transparent,  although,  when 
cut  into  fine  strips  and  stretched,  this  coloured 
rubber  is  not  opaque. — Ed.] 

WAX  AND  VARNISH  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  tying  salmon  flies  I  see  it  recom- 
mended to  varnish  the  tying  silk  laps  after  putting 
on  tail,  wings,  etc.  Must  I  let  the  varnish  (of 
course,  it  will  be  only  very  little)  dry  before  I  put 
on  the  next  part  of  the  fly  ? 

T  find  the  black  shoemaker's  wax  so  difficult  to 
remove  from  my  hands,  as  it  continually  leaves  tiny 
bits  when  waxing.  Is  there  any  stuff  to  remove  it  7 
I  have  to  scrub  with  pumice  soap  so  long  before  it 
will  come  off. — Yours  truly,  Sltrendal. 

[It  is  best  to  give  the  varnish  time  to  dry, 
especially  before  revarnishing  the  finished  work  at 
the  head.  A  little  butter  will  generally  move  wax 
from  the  fingers ;  odourless  paraffin,  as  sold  by 
chemists  for  toilet  purpo.ses,  might  be  more  effective. 
The  flies  sent  appear  to  be  nondescripts  or  local 
patterns,  and  certainly  not  worth  copying — for 
shape  one  or  two  are  the  worst  T  have  seen  for  a 
long  time.  The  best  is  the  gold  bodied  fly  with 
wings  like  the  Durham  Ranger — namely,  two  long 
jungle  cocks,  double  golden  pheasant  tippets,  blue 
macaw,  and  kingfisher  on  cheeks.  The  length  of 
wing  in  proportion  to  hooks  is  very  bad  in  the  large 
green  bodied  fly. — Ed.] 


"A  STREAM  AND  A  LAKE  IN 
SWITZERLAND." 

Dear  Sir, — I  regret  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
add  to  "  Midlander's  "  information  regarding  the 
prevalence  of  char  in  Lac  d'Arnon.  I  have  not 
heard  of  their  existence  in  mountain  lakes  at  con- 
siderable elevations,  but  should  an  opportunity 
occur  I  shall  make  inquiries. 

The  parts  of  the  Grande  Eau  near  Aigle  within 
my  reach  always  seemed  too  rapid  and  lacking  in 
pools  or  "  stickles  "  to  be  worth  trial  while  better 
chances  offered  in  the  waters  of  the  adjacent  Rhone 
Va'ley. — Yours  truly,    '  Benwyan. 

Jan.  31. 


RECORD  POLLACK.  • 

Dear  Sir, — In  cise  your  attention  is  not  drawn 
to  the  matter  by  others,  I  enclose  a  cutting  from 
the  Western  Morning  News  of  Feb.  2: — 

"  Record  Pollack  at  the  Lizard.  —  Mr. 
Theodore  Hart  and  Mr.  Albert  Matthews,  out 
whiffing  one  afternoon  this  week  off  the  Lizard, 
caught  a  pollack  which  turned  the  scale  at  241b.  8oz. 
It  is  a  record  for  the  district.  The  fish  was  caught 
on  the  '  Bo '  shallows,  a  low-lying  range  of  rocks, 
in  Mount's  Bay,  and  distant,  north-west,  five  miles 
from  the  lighthouse.  Given  fine  weather  in 
January,  large  fish  ranging  from  101b.  to  201b.  can 
almost  with  certainty  be  caught  on  the  '  Bo,'  but 
in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  never  one 
so  large  as  in  the  present  instance  has  been  taken." 

If  the  weight  is  correctly  reported  this  b^ats 
even  Couch's  specimen  (a-;  quoted  by  Dr.  Day 
("  British  Fishes,"  p.  299,  Vol.  1). 

"  Bickerdyke's  "  "Modern  Sea-Fishing,"  pp.  43- 
44,  gives  an  account  of  a  fish  of  the  same  weight 
caught  by  Lord  St.  Levan,  but  does  not  state  source 
of  his  information. — Yours  truly. 

Miles  Johnston.  , 

FINE  WENSUM  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  sent  you  tliis  roach  to-day  as 
a  specimen  of  the  River  Wensum  fish ;  I  caught 
about  a  score  of  them  to-day,  all  good  fish,  and  one 
gentleman  said  they  are  a  cross  between  a  roach 
and  rudd.  Will  you  give  your  opinion  about  this 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  I  have  taken  for 
several  years.  The  fish  was  caught  on  Jlr.  Harry 
Gay's  line  at  North  Elmham,  and  I  have  one  set  up 
in  a  glass-house  caught  at  the  same  place  that 
weighed  21b.  4oz. ;  I  think  this  one  weighs  nearly 
21b. — Yours  truly,  G.  Goddakd 

Feb.  1. 

[The  fish  weighed  I  lb.  1  loz.  in  our  office.  It  is  a 
roach,  not  a  hybrid,  although  it  has  a  bit  of  the 
look  of  a  rudd  about  it,  and  is  very  ruddy  in  colour, 
as  many  roach  are. — Ed.] 
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WHAT  IS  ROCK  SALMON? 

Dear  Sir, — I  encloae  cutting  froin  the  Edinburgh 
Evening  Despatch.  Can  you  tell  me  the  proper 
name  of  the  fish  called  "rock  salmon"  by  the 
fishmongers  ?  I  cannot  find  any  reference  to  it  in 
Buckland's  "History  of  British  Fishes." — Yours 
truly,  Gilbert  D.  Davidson. 

Here  is  the  cutting  "referred  to  : — "  On  opening  a 
rock  salmon  consigned  from  Aberdeen,  a  Carlisle 
fishmonger  found  a  pocket  knife  in  the  stomach  of 
the  fish.  The  blade  of  the  knife  was  open,  and  the 
handle  and  blade  together  measured  nearly  five 
inches  in  length." 

[Probably  a  bass,  or  salmon-basa,  as  the  fish  is 
erroneously  called  in  some  places. — Ed.] 


i  LONGEVITY  AND  GROWTH  OF  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  footnote  to  my 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dae.  9,  1905,  Mr. 
Llew.  P.  Griffiths,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  a  young, 
intelligent,  self-taught  photographer,  not  knowing 
the  first  photo  he  sent  was  for  reproduction, 
made  a  properly  toned  one,  of  which  you  have 
obtained  a  very  good  reproduction  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fish  in  the  case,  which  lies  between  three 
and  four  inches  behind  the  glass  cover,  and  which 
added  somewhat  to  the  difficulty  of  producing  the 
best  definition  possible. 

As  Mr.  R.  Bycro  ft  Roberts,  of  the  Arrow  Fisheries 
Company,  had  asked  for  measurements,  Mr.  D.  G. 
Jones,  the  owner  and  catcher  of  the  fish,  kindly 
took  the  fish  out  of  the  case  on  Jan.  10,  and  I  give 
the  measurements  on  the  accompanying  photo 
of  same. 

The  eely  length  and  girth  of  the  body  are  not 
representing  the  shape  nor  size  of  the  fish  when 


£2  for  the  season,  also  £1  for  salmon  licence.  The 
trout  season  commences  on  Feb.  'Z,  and  ends  on 
Sept.  30.  Salmon  fishing  commences  on  May  1, 
and  ends  on  Oct.  31.  Salmon  fishing  is  not  much 
good  until  the  month  oF  July.  Last  year  193  fish 
were  taken  in  the  month  of  September  by  three 
rods  on  the  River  Mawddach.  There  are  several 
nice  lodgings  to  be  got  reasonably  close  to  the  river 
and  in  a  romantic  valley. — Yours  truly, 

James  McDonald  (Water-BailifT). 


FISHING  IN  WALES.  SCOTLAND.  OR 
IRELAND  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  "  Naval  Officer,"  I  have 
a  small  fishing  lodge  on  Lough  Melvin  whicli  I  let 
when  I  do  not  require  it  myself.    It  has  three 
bed-rooms,  sitting-room,  and  kitchen.    We  do  for 
ourselves  when  there,  and  supplies  can  be  got  at 
hand.— Yours  truly,        Edward  F.  Cami'Bkll. 
Killyman  Rectory,  Moy,  co  Tyrone. 

SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  HAMPSHIRE 
AVON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information 
about  salmon  fishing  in  tlie  Hampshire  Avon  during 
April.  Also  where  would  be  a  good  place  to  stay, 
and  what  charge  is  made  for  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

G.  T.  FitzGerald. 

[I  think  the  only  water  open  to  salmon  anglers 
by  payment  is  near  Ringwood.  Mr.  FitzGerald 
should  write  to  the  White  Hart  Hotel  and  to  the 
Crown  Hotel  at  Ringwood  and  get  their  tariffs, 
including  salmon  fishing.  A  licence  is  necessary, 
which  can  be  had  at  Ringwood.  Some  years 
a  good  few  very  fine  salmon  are  taken,  but  it  is 
very  uncertain.— Eo.] 


Trout  Thirty-three  Years  Old  when  cauuht,  in  1887,  by  Mr.  D.  G.  Jones. 


caMght  in  1887.  In  the  preserved  specimen  it  is 
2Vjin.  long,  whereas  when  caught  was  only  22in 
(and  5Jlb.  weight),  due  to  want  of  sufficient  pack- 
ing;  and  Mr.  Jones  says  this  is  his  first  and  only 
attempt  at  preserving,  so  that  the  body  girths  can 
only  be  inferred  by  making  allowance  re  the  5^in. 
difference  in  length  above  noted. 

Mr.  Jones  says  also  the  line  of  the  spine  took 
straight  from  the  head,  with  a  little  fleshy  con- 
vexity of  shoulder  (no  depression  as  seen  in  photo), 
but  the  tapering  underneath  (ventral)  was  marked, 
though  not  so  much  as  he  thought  but  that  the  fish 
would  have  lived  a  good  while  yet,  as  the  22in. 
length  and  5Jlb.  weight  may  siisrgest. 

In  your  footnote  you  say :  *'  The  photo  will  not 
reproduce,  but  it  shows  the  most  awful-looking 
trout  I  ever  saw — like  a  conger-eel  with  a  cod's 
head."  This  appearance  of  the  preserved  specimen 
detracts  much  from  the  value  of  measurements 
as  well  as  from  the  ugliness  you  portray,  but 
the  head  measurements  must  be  correct  (having 
allowed  nothing  for  some  shrinkage  which  must 
have  taken  place  since  caught  in  1887),  and  the 
octogenarian  expression  of  the  face,  with  elongated 
chin  overlapping  the  attenuated  nose,  together 
with  the  sharply-ridged  bonss  and  sunken  cheeks, 
betray  forcibly  the  longevity  of  the  fish. — Yours 
truly,  <  RoBT.  Roberts. 

Plaswennyd."' 

(The  photo  bears  out  the  remarks  I  made  about 
it  on  Dec.  9,  1905.— Ed.] 


(,     FISHING  IN  WALES,  SCOTLAND,  OR 
f  IRELAND  WANTED. 

'"Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "Naval 
Officer"  wUl  go  to  Dolgelly,  North  Wales,  he  can 
get  good  trout  and  salmon  fishing.    The  charge  ia 


FISHING  IN  CANADA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Augustine  Snewing'a 
letter  on  this  subject,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  3,  he  would  do  well  to  get  "  Fishing 
and  Shooting  in  Canada."  The  book  is  issued  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and 
can  be  obtained  free  at  any  of  the  visual  Canadian 
offices  in  London.  I  obtained  my  book  through 
Messrs.  Thos.  Cook  and  Son.  the  world's  tourist 
agents,  of  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C. 

Would  it  be  asking  top  much  of  Mr.  Snewing 
(and  if  you  can  spare  the  space  in  your  valuable 
paper)  to  let  us  hear  occasionally  as  to  what  luck 
he  has  amongst  the  rainbows  over  there  ? 

I  mysdlf  live  in  the  hope  of  "retiring"  to  that 
grand  colony  in  the  near  future,  and  of  inducing 
some  "whoppers"  to  try  conclusions  with  yours 
truly,  Victor  Britnell. 


for  sea  angling  is  wrong  :  I  love  it.  But  I  do  not 
see  that  any  great  skill  is  required  to  land  big  fish 

n  weak  tackle  at  sea,  as  long  as  the  angler  is 
indifferent  to  the  waste  of  time  and  the  sufierings 

f  the  fish  ;  and  to  see  a  grown-up  man  deliberately 
choose  weak  tackle  for  heavy  fish  and  so  prolong 
the  death  agony  sickens  me.  My  ideal  tackle 
would  be  invisible  to  a  trout  and  unbreakable  by  a 
porpoise,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  "  British  Sea 
Angler "  will  in  time  agree  with  me.  And  as  for 
giving  the  enemy  opportunity  to  blaspheme,  what 
true  angler  ever  cared  what  the  enemy  thought  or 
said  ! — Yours  truly,  W.  S.  Mackenzie. 


CAPTURE  OF  GREAT  SEA  FISH  ON  ROD 
AND  LINE— THE  BIG  SKATE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "British  Sea 
Angler,"  writes  again  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  o' 
Feb.  3,  advocating  breakable  tackle,  giving  his 
views  on  sport  in  angling,  and  suggesting  a  course 
of  reading  for  my  personal  benefit.  I  have  with 
very  great  pleasure  perused  the  articles  he  recom 
mends,  and  feel  just  as  wicked  as  when  I  wrote  last, 

"British  Sea  Angler's"  views  as  to  where  the 
sport  begins  and  ends  were  mine  many  years  ago 
and  are  held  by  some  very  young  anglers  to-day, 
r  have  more  than  once  been  caugiit  and  "played  ' 
by  salmon  on  trout  tackle,  and  when  the  end  at 
length  arrived  with  wet  skin,  scratched  hands  and 
face,  broken  wind  and  acjiing  limbs,  I  have  felt 
sorry  for  both  myself  and  fish — it  was  torture. 

"  British  Sea  Angler's  "  guess  as  to  my  contempt 


A  SUGGESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  it  be  possible — say,  once  a 
month — to  give  a  list  of  the  chief  rivers  in  the 
United  Kingdom  which  are  good  for  that  month  as 
a  rule  ?  I  can  find  no  periodical  in  which  this 
valuable  information  is  to  be  had,  and  I  can  testify 
to  the  amount  of  disappointment  caused  to  anglers 
every  year  by  going  to  rivers  at  the  wrong  time  of 
year. — Yours  truly,  J.  B. 

[I  should  be  glad  to  do  what  "J.  B."  suggests, 
but  so  much — in  fact,  everything — depends  on  the 
weather.  I  think  watching  the  "  Reports  from 
Rivers"  gives  one  the  best  idea  of  what  sport  is 
being  had. — Ed. J 


i 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  L.  S."  I  beg  to  state 
that  as  regards  Oughterard  there  is  no  better  in 
Ireland  for  trolling,  and  also  for  casting  with  the 
artificial  during  March,  April,   and  May.  The 
required  trolling  minnows  can  be  supplied  here, 
with  Archer  spinners,  live  minnows,  and  artificial  J 
flies  tied  to  suit  the  water.    The  Anglers'  Hotel  can  I 
always  accommodate  visitors,  and  is  within  ten  ■ 
minutes'  walk  of  the  lough,  and  same  from  railway 
station.  Men  and  boats  al  ways  in  readiness. — Yours 
truly,  Thomas  Nauohton. 


LIVE-BAIT  KEEPING  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  how  I  can  keep  a  supply  of  live- bait 
in  good  condition  at  home  ?  My  time  is  limited, 
and  if  I  have  to  send  after  bait  when  I  have  a 
chance  of  an  hour  or  two's  fishing — probably  to  find 
that  just  then  none  can  be  had — it  means  dis- 
appointment, or  vexatious  delay. 

First  of  all,  is  there  anything  better  than  a  large, 
somewhat  shallow  tub  for  keeping  the  fish  in  ?  Are 
plants  necessary,  or  advisable '/  Should  sand  be 
put  in,  and  the  fish  taken  out  when  the  water  is 
changed  ?  Will  tap  water  do,  or  should  it  be  mixed 
with  rain  water  ?  I  can  get  river  water,  but  it  would 
be  very  troublesome.  Can  dace,  roach,  gudgeon, 
and  minnows  be  kept  in  the  same  water  ?  Is  it 
sufficient  to  give  a  few  ants'  eggs  for  food  ?  I  shall 
be  grateful  for  any  assistance  you  can  give  me  by 
your  advice. — Yours  truly,  Musicus. 

[If  "Musicus  "  can  let  a  trickle  of  water  run  into 
his  tub  continually,  and  make  a  hole,  say,  one- third 
from  top  of  tub,  like  a  bung-hole  in  a  barrel,  only 
smaller,  so  water  can  run  out,  he  will  probably  be 
able  to  keep  a  supply  of  baits  for  months  ;  and  give 
a  few  biscuit  crumbs,  or  a  little  paste  made  from 
biscuit,  now  and  then.  Of  course,  the  smaller  the 
tub  the  fewer  the  fish.  All  the  fish  named  can  be 
kept  together.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  stale  ants' 
eggs,  as  sold  for  fish  food,  do  not  often  poison  the 
fish — you  want  to  know  the  ant  who  laid  them  and 
when. — Ed.] 


"THE  SEA-FISHERMAN  "  (A  CORRECTION). 

Dear  Sir, — Re  extracts  appearing  in  Fishing 
GazeMe  from  Wilcocks'  "Sea-Fisherman,"  I  notice 
you  invite  corrections  from  local  people. 

In  your  issue  of  Dec.  9,  page  415,  sub-head 
Littlehampton,  two  errors  appear:  the  1ft.  stout  rod 
used  in  mullet  fishing  and  the  ilb.  lead. 

The  rod  used  in  Littlehampton  is  never  less  than 
9ft.  long,  and  the  lead  never  more  than  2oz..  The 
7ft.  converted  sapling,  commercially  known  as  a 
sea-rod,  would  be  rather  worse  for  mulleting  than  a 
hand-line — which  is  no  good  at  all — and  a  Jib.  lead 
hurtling  about  would  scare  the  scales  off  the 
pluckiest  mullet  that  ever  swam. 

1  enclose  the  page  in  question,  and,  to  be  quite 
correct,  the  portion  should  read  :  — 

"  The  tackle  used  is  a  light  pike  .spinning  rod  not 
less  than  9ft.  long,  running  line,  and  single  gut 
paternoster,  with  four  No.  5  hooks  (ICiu.  apart), 
and  a  2oz.  pear-shaped  lead." — Yours  truly,- 

Littlehampton.         Charles  E.  Widdowson. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Widdowson  for  his 
correction. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidahly  held  ever,) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  French  Polar  Pleasure  and  Hunting  Cruise. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  want  to  have  a  lively 
time  might  do  worse  than  join  a  French  pleasure 
and  hunting  cruise,  and  for  their  benefit  and  the 
amusement  of  our  readers  generally  I  have  given 
some  particulars  from  the  French  prospectus  of 
the  adventure : — 

Under  \he  auspices  of  the  Revue  Generale  des 
Sciences  Pures  et  Appliquees  of  Paris  a  pleasure 
and  hunting  cruise  to  Spitzbergen  is  being  arranged 
for  July  next,  under  the  scientific  direction  of  Pro- 
fessor Nordenskjold,  the  illustrious  Polar  explorer. 
Pleastjke,  Safety,  and  Sport! 

From  the  following  details  it  will  be  seen  that 
science  has  been  applied  in  a  characteristically 
French  marmer  to  provide  pleasure,  safety,  and 
sport  for  the  huntresses  and  hunters  (chasseresses 
et  chasseurs)  who  will  take  part  in  the  cruise. 

The  steam  yacht  Ile-de-France,  of  3487  tons,  and 
350ft.  in  length,  belonging  to  the  Societe  Generale 
de  Transports  maritimes  -X  vapeur,  has  been 
specially  fitted  up  for  pleasure  cruising,  and 
chartered  exclusively  for  the  cruises  of  the  Revue 
Generale  des  Sciences.  The  spacious  cabins  con- 
tain from  one  to  three  beds  (non  8uperpos6s),  form< 
ing  "de  veritable  chambres  avec  tables,  chaises, 
commodes,  armoires,  lavabos,  etageres,  lamps  et 
ventilateurs  electriques."  The  dining  saloon  will 
accommodate  184  guests,  there  is  a  drawing-room 
and  a  smoking  saloon,  and  two  covered  grand 
promenades  on  the  main  deck. 

Precautions. 
In  the  Arctic  Seas,  after  leaving  the  North  Cape, 
the  Ile-de-France  will  be  preceded  by  a  vessel  to 
take  soundings,  and  followed  by  a  "Sentinel."  It 
will  be  provided  with  two  Norwegian  day  and 
night  pilots,  and,  in  addition,  at  Tromso  it  will 
embark  an  experienced  ice  pilot  and  navigator. 

Ladies  specially  Invited. 
"Nota!    Chasseresses  ou  non,  les  dames  sont 
Bp^cialement  conviees  k  oette  Croisi^re,  car  autro- 


ment  qu'ib  bord  d' lie -de- France,  \il  leur  serait 
impossible  d'effectuer  dans  les  conditions  de  confort 
qu'ell^s  r^clament  16gitimement,  un  voyage  au 
Spitzberg  et  ^  la  Banquise. 

"  2.  Les  chasses  ^tant  organis^es  en  adjonction  d 
la  Croisiere,  I'ensemble  du  voyage  4  ete  combine 
de  maniere  d,  permettre  aux  touristes  que  n'int^- 
resse  pas  la  poursuite  du  gibier,  de  jouir,  sans 
interruption,  des  grands  spectacles  du  Monde 
Polaire. 

"Chasseresses  et  chasseurs  sont  pries  de  retenir, 
des  A  present,  leurs  places  en  raison  des  dispositions 
qui  doivent  etre  specialement  prises  k  leur  inten- 
tion." 

What  the  Expedition  will  See  and  Do — 
Whale  Hunts,  etc. 

La  Revue  Generale  des  Sciences  points  out  that, 
in  addition  to  visiting  the  chief  coast  towns  and 
fjords  of  Norway,  on  arriving  at  Spitzbergen 
instead  of  almost  immediately  turning  south  again, 
as  most  of  the  tourist  steamers  do,  the  Ile-de- 
France  will  penetrate  sufficiently  into  the  Arctic 
regions  to  reach  the  real  wonders  of  these  countries 
and  to  permit  the  travellers  to  enjoy  their  beauties. 

They  will  visit  Bell  Sound  and  Icefjord,  Central 
Spitzbergen,  Sassen  Bay,  Temple  Bay,  Cape 
Thordsen,  etc..  North  Spitzbergen,  King's  Bay, 
Smeerenbourg  Bay,  etc. 

In  these  varied  regions,  the  Revue  will  conduct 
the  tourists  to  the  most  beautiful  spots  of  the 
Arctic  world — to  the  ice-fields,  to  the  isles  of  the 
eider  ducks,  to  the  home  of  the  bernacle  geese,  of 
the  petrels,  of  the  northern  divers,  and  other  great 
Arctic  birds,  to  the  haunts  of  the  blue  fox,  to  the 
Valley  of  Flowers,  to  the  bays  and  straits  of  the 
north  visited  by  the  great  seals,  to  the  region  of 
fioating  ice-fields  and  high  icebergs.  The  Revue 
will  enable  all  the  passengers  to  assist  at  a  great 
whale  hunt,  for  which  sport  it  has  engaged  the 
services  of  fifty  professional  whalemen,  with  the 
necessary  equipment  for  attack  and  capture  (whale 
guns,  shells,  harpoons,  etc.). 

It  has  arranged  that  all  who  desire  to  do  so  may 
join  in  hunting  the  blue  fox,  the  lagop^des  of  the 
snows,  the  eiders,  and  the  great  divers  so  numerous 
to  the  north  of  Spitzbergen, 

How  the  great  Polar  Beab  wiii  be  Hunted  ! 

Without  wishing  to  undertake  the  organisation 
of  a  systematic  white  bear  hunt,  which,  in  case  of 
the  rarity  of  these  animals  on  the  coast,  might 
induce  the  himters  to  search  for  them  in  dangerous 
places,  the  Revue  will  give  all  the  tourists  oppor- 
tunities to  do  battle  with  the  bears  on  the  coasts, 
after  having  attracted  them  there  in  the  usual 
way  (with  bits  of  seal  meat). 

For  those  hunters  who  join  specially  to  hunt 
seal  and  wild  reindeer,  harpooners,  guides,  beaters, 
servants,  special  horses  (Tromso  breed),  stores, 
tents,  etc.,  will  be  provided. 

Conditions,  Terms,  etc 

The  Ile-de-France  will  leave  Dunkerque  on 
July  8,  1906,  and  return  there  on  Aug.  5  or  6,  1906, 
and  the  charge  for  each  member  of  the  party  will 
be  2200fr.  (about  £110),  with  an  extra  charge  of 
400fr.  (about  £20)  to  those  who  wish  to  hunt  seal 
and  reindeer. 

All  who  desire  to  take  part  in  this  cruise  can 
have  an  illustrated  descriptive  pamphlet  with 
maps  of  the  regions  to  be  visited,  conditions  to  be 
observed,  etc.,  by  applying  to  the  directors  of  the 
Revue  Generale  des  Sciences,  22,  Rue  du  General 
Foy,  Paris. 

Chance  for  a  Sportsman-Artist. 
One  of  our  enterprising  English  illustrated  papers 
would  do  well  to  send  a  special  correspondent, 
an  artist-sportsman,  to  depict  and  describe  what 
promises  to  be  a  most  interesting  cruise — there 
ought  to  be  some  fun  when  the  fair  chasseresses 
do  battle  with  the  great  white]  bear. 

"Angling  in  Siberia." 

Mr.  C.  J.  Keighley  has  an  interesting  article  on 
"Angling  in  Siberia"  in  the  Field  of  Feb.  3. 

How  TO  Tie  Troct  amd  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/1  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of ' '  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. '' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— i^isAinj/  Quiettt. 


A  New  Pattern  for  Blagdon. 

At  my  suggestion,  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28, 
Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham,  has  made  a  large 
size  of  his  famous  "  Invicta "  (Regd.)  trout  and 
sea-trout  fly  with  a  broad  silver  ribbing  and  golden 
tail  and  topping,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  found 
very  attractive  to  the  Blagdon  trout,  and,  indeed, 
to  any  large  trout  or  sea-trout  in  lakes  where  a 
large  fly  is  useful.  The  "Invicta"  combines  the 
good  qualities  of  the  March  Brown,  Sedge,  Alder, 
and  Wickham,  as  well  as  having  a  distinct  "  air  " 
of  its  own.  Mr.  Ogden  will  make  it  up  with  gut 
loop  and  also  with  metal  eye. 


Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  American  Field  that 
"an  excellent  and  most  commendable  appoint- 
ment, to  a  position  involving  the  interests  of  the 
people,  has  been  made  in  New  York  State.  On 
Tuesday,  Jan.  16,  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  of  New 
York  City,  was  appointed  as  state  fish-culturist. 
This  position  has  been  vacant  since  the  death  of 
A.  Nelson  Cheney  some  years  since.    Dr.  Bean 


formerly  was  connected  with  the  United  States 
National  Museum,  has  served  as  the  head  of  the 
New  York  Aquarium,  and  is  admirably  equipped 
with  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  fish- 
cultural  matters  to  fill  the  niche  made  vacant  by 
Mr.  Cheney's  death  in  the  service  of  the  Forest, 
Fish  and  Game  Commission  of  New  York." 


How  to  dry  Matches. 

When  pike  fishing  recently  with  Mr.  David  Pine 
and  his  son  (when  we  had  but  little  sport  though  a 
splendid  time),  I  dropped  a  box  of  matches  into 
the  well  of  the  punt,  when  trying  to  catch  a  bait 
with  the  hand-net.  It  was  one  of  those  railway 
station  penny-in-the-slot  boxes  of  red-headed  wax 
matches,  and  I  thought  it  was  done  with.  Of 
course,  the  matches  would  not  light.  Old  Mr. 
Peach,  the  keeper,  said,  "Put  them  in  your 
trousers  pocket,  sir,  they'll  come  all  right."  I  did 
so,  and  a  few  homrs  later  they  were  all  right.  This 
tip  may  be  useful  to  an  angler  who  gets  his  matches 
wet  when  there  may  be  no  chance  of  replacing 
them.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Rainbow  Trout  in  Tidal  Water. — Readers 
may  be  interested  to  learn  that  some  rainbow  trout 
have  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  five  years 
been  placed  in  the  River  Bandon,  co.  Cork.  All  of 
them  have  apparently  cleared  out  of  the  fresh  water 
portion  of  the  river,  but  a  number  were  caught  by 
the  salmon  netsmen  last  year  in  the  tidal  portion 
three  or  four  miles  above  Kinsale.  Unfortunately, 
I  did  not  get  a  chance  of  inspecting  a  specimen, 
but  I  have  absolutely  no  doubt  that  they  were 
rainbows  by  the  description  given  by  the  netsmen. 
They  were  in  prime  condition,  and  weighed  from 
21b.  to  61b.  apiece.— F.  C.  S.  in  the  Field. 
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MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO.'S 
EXHIBITION  ON  HOLBORN  • 
VIADUCT. 


Messrs.  Samuel  Allcook  and  Co.,  the  great 
wholesale  fishing  rod  and  tackle  manufacturers,  of 
Redditch  and  Paris,  have  a  most  interesting  and 
extensive  show  of  novelties  at  Room  25,  Kimberley 
House,  Holborn  Viaduct,  next  to  the  Holborn 
Viaduct  Hotel.    I  spent  over  thr-se  hours  there 


head  of  Allcook  and  Company — youthful  in  spite  of 
over  sixty  years  "in  harness" — it  must  be  all  that 
since  he  gave  me,  as  a  curiosity,  some  strands  of 
gut  which  were,  he  told  me,  unbleached — they  had 
a  yellowish  brittle  skin  on  them  which  could  be 
removed  by  drawing  the  strand  between  one's  finger 
and  thumb,  pressing  the  nail  on  the  strand.  The 
result  was  a  perfectly  colourless  glass-like  strand. 
I  told  Mr.  AUcock,  and  said  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
at  the  time,  that  it  was  absurd  to  bleach  and 
weaken  such  gut,  and  as  some  of  our  readers  may 


fact,  ih  every  way  detrimental  \o  the  quality  of 
the  gut  from  the  angler's  point  of  view,  but  that 
as  a  gut  merchant  he  must  bleach  it  before  he 
could  sell  it.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  the  same  as  with 
bread :  the  good  old  farm-house  bread,  sweet  and 
full  of  nourishment,  has  no  chance  when  the 
fashion  is  for  white  bread — bleached  bread,  out  of 
which  the  best  of  the  bone-making,  tooth-making, 
and  brain  food  has  been  extracted.  Mr.  Williams, 
who  ought  to  know  what  he  is  talking  about,  as- 
sured me  that  gut  from  an  unbleached  hank  was 


V 


going  from  novelty  to  novelty,  and  even  then  Mr. 
Williams  had  not  finished  saymg,  "  Oh,  yes,  here  is 
another  little  thing  I  should  like  to  show  you." 
Personally,  I  am  always  interested  in  all  the  novel- 
ties which  come  from  our  fishing-tackle  houses, 
they  all,  at  least,  intend  to  be  improvements,  and 
if  all  do  not  succeed,  many  have  something  worth 
notice  about  them. 

Unbleached  Silkwobm  Gut. 

It  must  be  nearly  twenty  years  ago  since  Mr. 
Samuel  AUcock,  the  respected  and  Btill  youthful 


remember  I  have  occasionally  said  so  since,  and 
last  year  begged  Messrs.  AUcock  to  give  us  some  of 
this  unbleached  gut.  Mr.  AUcock  explained  to  me 
years  ago  that  unless  he  had  the  gut  bleached  he 
could  not  seU  it,  the  trade  would  not  look  at  it. 

Unbleached  Gut  admittedly  much  stbongbr 
THAN  Bleached. 

The  first  thing  Mr.  Williams  showed  me  was  a 
strand  of  unbleached  gut  attached  to  a  21b.  weight, 
and  he  told  me.  that  there  was  no  doubt  whatever 
that  bleaching  was  no  good  at  aU — that  it  was,  in 


from  fifty  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  stronger 
than  the  same  gut  bleached  ;  but  he  repeated  what 
Mr.  AUcock  said  years  ago — "  We  have  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  our  customers.  It  is  for  you  and 
other  anglers  to  educate  the  angling  public  to 
demand  im bleached  gut;  we  can  supply  it  fast 
enough."  I  said  if  he  would  carry  out  some  ex- 
periments, showing  that  the  colourless  unbleached 
gut  is  so  much  stronger  than  that  which  has  been 
bleached  by  chemicals  and  sunlight  and  polishing, 
it  would  help  in  the  education  more  than  anything 
we  could  say. 


February  17,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


107 


Rods. 

I  never  saw  a  better  general  show  of  rods ;  there 
must  be  over  200,  ranging  from  the  cheapest 
roach-rod  to  the  finest  split-cane.  It  is  curious 
that,  although  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Messrs.  AUcock 
h&ve  convinced  us  that  there  is  no  magic  in  the 
making  or  material  of  the  "Leonard"  rod,  yet 
they  persist  in  asserting  that  the  Calcutta  cane  is 
better  than  the  despised  Tonkin  cane :  it  may  be 
better  in  other  resfKJcts — more  expensive,  for 
instante  —  but  for  rod  making  it  is  inferior 
in  my  humble  opinion.  I  am  not  a  rod -maker, 
only  an  angler,  but  give  me  the  light  steel - 
like  spring  of  the  despised  Tonkin  cane :  it  suits 
me  better  than  any  other.  It  may  possibly  not 
be  so  strong,  I  doubt  that,  even,  but  it  shows  a  big 
margin  of  safety  over  all  I  want  in  a  rod.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Williams  would  not  agree  with  me,  but 
I  told  him  that  the  three  or  four  Tonkin  cane-built 
fly-rods  of  10ft.,  weighing  under  6oz.,  are  the  best 
rods  in  his  whole  show,  not  merely  the  best  but 
much  the  best,  as  well  as  being,  comparatively, 
much  the  cheapest,  of  course  I  am  referring  to 
split  glued-up  rods.  I  am  not  at  all  convinced 
that  in  some  respects  greenheart  and  whole-cane 
are  not  as  good  as  the  glued-up  rod — in  the  matter 
of  price  they  certainly  are  superior  from  the 
purchaser's  point  of  view. 

A  Few  of  thb  Other  Rods. 

I  can  only  mention  a  few  of  the  rods  I  looked  at. 
Mr.  Philip  Geen's  pollack  rod,  made  both  in  whole 
cane  and  in  greenheart,  is  perfect  in  its  way,  but 
it  wants  careful  handling  when  his  fine  grey  sUk 
pollack  line  is  all  that  connects  you  with  a  big 
fish.  Mr.  Geen,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  and  Mr. 
David  Pine  use  the  most  sportsmanlike  lines  for 
big  fish  of  any  anglers  I  know :  it  reminds  one  of 
the  poet's  line — 

"  And  beauty  draws  them  with  a  single  hair," 

only  instead  of  a  beauty  it  is  skill  and  a  jolly  old 
angler!  In  lines  generally  Messrs.  AUcock  have 
some  beauties  in  their  "  Stag  Brand  "  square  plait 
dressed  and  undressed  lines,  also  in  their  polished 
flax  lines  of  enormous  strength.  I  was  very  glad 
to  hear  from  Mr.  Williams  that  in  spite  of  the 
American  duty  wall  45  per  cent,  high,  they  send 
enormous  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  fishing  lines, 
baits,  etc.,  to  the  United  States.  Before  leaving 
the  rods,  I  must  mention  a  fine  whole-cane  salmon 
rod  (Tonkin  cane ! ),  very  light,  very  cheap,  and  of 
good  action ;  the  "  Standard "  combination  fly, 
worm,  and  spinning  rod,  with  two  handles  and 
various  joints.  This  rod  makes  up  into  six  differ- 
ent rods,  ranging  from  7ft.  to  lift.  6in.  in  length ; 
if  Messrs.  AUcock  would  make  it  of  the  despised 
Tonkin  cane,  instead  of  the  superior  other  stufiE,  it 
would  be  50  per  cent,  better  in  my  opinion. 

COBZ  COVEEING  TOR  WiNCH  FlTTmOS. 

I  asked  Messrs.  AUcock  last  year  if  they  could 
not  cover  the  metal-work  of  their  pike  rods  with 
something  to  make  them  more  pleasant  to  hold  in 
frosty  weather.  Mr.  Williams  said,  "  What  do  you 
think  of  this  ?  " — it  was  a  light  metal-fitting,  over 
which  thin  cork  had  been  cemented — and  I  said, 
"If  it  wiU  stand  wear,  it  is  all  I  want."  He  as- 
sured me  it  would  wear  all  right.  As  a  matter 
of  practical  use,  those  long  brass  fittings  are  really 
relics  of  the  past,  their  only  object  is  to  deceive 
anglers  into  thinking  the  rod  is  more  expensive  to 
make,  and  consequently  to  buy ;  but  for  actual 
use,  the  long  cork  handle,  with  a  light  brass  ring 
to  hold  the  reel  on,  is  all  that  is  necessary.  I 
should  like  to  see  Mr.  Jardine's  "Standard"  pike 
rod  made  without  so  much  brasswork  at  the 
reel-seat.  His  new  "  Allcock-Jardine "  lead  is 
very  ingenious.  I  was  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Percy 
Wadham's  hght  "  Fox  "  umbrella-frame  landing- 
net  ring  sells  weU. 

Mr.  Heane's  Brake  or  Check  for  Reels. 

The  Heane's  brake  for  sea  reels  and  Notting- 
ham reels  is  about  one  of  the  best  things  of 
the  kind  on  the  market  —  so  simple,  strong, 
and  effective.  Anglers  who  want  to  learn  to 
cast  from  the  Nottingham  reel  should  make  a  note 
of  Mr.  Heane's  brake — it  is  a  brake  applied  to  the 
rim  of  the  revolving  part  of  the  reel,  and  is  easily 
adjusted  to  any  weight  of  bait  to  be  cast.  Those 
who  cannot  manage  the  quite  free -running 
Nottingham  (as  well  as  those  who  can)  will  bless 
me  if  they  try  this  brake  on  my  recommendation. 
It  is  nothing  but  an  adjustable  silent  pressure  on 
the  revolving  rim,  which  you  can,  by  turning 
a  screw,  set  to  any  tension  you  like.    Its  action  is 


exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  brake  on  the 
rubber  tyre  of  one's  bike,  only  you  set  it  and  keep 
it  on.  CeUuloid  fly  cast  and  fly  cases  are  much  in 
evidence  in  the  show,  also  aluminium  cases  for 
holding  dry-flies  in  compartment,  and  salmon 
flies  on  clips,  also  in  collapsible  sandwich  cases, 
etc.  Mr.  WiUiams  showed  me  a  splendid  steel 
knuckle  -  joint  for  landing-net  handles,  also  an 
improved  lock  for  the  V-shaped  faUing-over  net 
holder. 

Odds  and  Ends. 

For  sea-anglers  Messrs.  AUcock  have  always 
catered  well,  their  sea-reels  with  extra  strong 
backs  and  barrels  running  in  brass  cases — brass  in 
brass — to  prevent  warping  are  great  improvements. 
A  great  addition  to  the  excellent  "  Aerial "  reel, 
invented  by  Mr.  Coxon,  is  a  silent  adjustable  brake 
which  does  away  with  the  flighty  nature  of  that 
delicate  revolver  without  interfering  with  its 
efficiency.  I  have  never  seen  more  beautiful 
specimens  of  metal  and  composite  reels  than  those 
shown  by  Messrs.  AUcock.  In  bags,  Colonel 
Haggard's  is  one  of  the  best  on  the  market — strong 
and  practical  in  every  way.  Messrs.  AUcock 's 
tarpon  rods  appear  to  be  "O.  K.,"  but  I  know 
nothing  of  tarpon  fishing  from  experience. 

For  sea-anglers  from  pier,  rocks,  or  small  boat, 
the  "  Standard  "  sea-angler's  basket,  lOin.  by  12in. 
by  4in.  deep,  with  complete  outfit,  and  the  larger 
yacht  basket  for  sea-anglers  are  excellent  and  most 
moderate  in  price.  In  ordinary  creel  fittings  they 
have  a  most  simple  and  perfect  spring  catch  for 
holding  the  lid  of  your  creel  fast — one  of  those  little 
things  which  makes  one  wonder  it  had  never  been 
used  before.  The  pressing  the  lid  down  secures  it, 
and  the  spring  band  can  be  used  also  for  holding  a 
padlock  if  you  wish  to  lock  up  the  creel. 

Floats,  Baits,  Fitted  Line  Cases,  etc. 

"  Legion "  is  the  only  name  for  the  infinite 
variety  of  baits  which  Messrs.  Allcock  manufactirre. 
Mr.  WUliams  showed  me  some  of  the  best  phantoms 
I  have  ever  seen  mads  of  silk,  soleskin,  and  plaited 
horsehair,  also  soft  rubber  baits  for  sea  and  fresh- 
water fishing,  metal  baits  of  all  kinds,  capital 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  dry-fly  trout  flies,  and  in 
fact  they  cater  for  all  fancies  and  all  purses  and  all 
markets.  I  was  greatly  taken  with  a  most  ingenious 
wooden  case  for  holding  winders  with  fitted  roach, 
f)erch,  and  barbel  lines,  with  floats,  etc.,  complete, 
and  compartments  for  shot,  caps,  plummets,  etc. 
I  have  always  used  the  old  winders  on  which  one 
puts  the  favourite  roach  or  other  float  and  tackle 
carried  in  a  leather  case,  but  this  wooden  one  is  a 
real  improvement  and  very  cheap. 

Angling  friends  say  to  me  sometimes,  "  Don't 
you  get  sick  of  it,  Marston,  you  have  been  angling 
nearly  all  your  life  and  editing  an  angling  paper 
for  over  twenty-five  years  every  week,  doesn't  it 
pall  on  you  ?  "  I  can  truthfully  say  it  does  not, 
and  next  to  angling  and  angling  literature,  I  love 
going  over  fishing  tackle,  looking  at  the  make  of 
flies,  trying  rods,  testing  lines  and  hooks,  compar- 
ing old  ideas  with  new  ones,  and  then  leaving 
things  all  over  the  place  for  somebody  else  to 
clear  up,  as  my  wife  says — but  she  is  as  keen 
an  angler  as  I  ever  met,  and  all  our  youngsters 
would  rather  go  fishing  than  do  anything  else, 
so  it  must  be  in  the  blood.  Why  the  "  Amateur 
Angler,"  who  was  bom  before  the  1825  May 
Flies,  is  writing  another  book  about  his  fishing 
experiences,  and  thinks  it  is  time  he  had  his  little 
"  Leonard  "  fly-rod  revamished  for  next  May  Fly 
season.  Dear  old  Reuben  Wood  brought  that  rod 
over  for  me  in  1883,  and  it  is  as  good  as  ever, 
though  I  have  often  trembled  to  see  the  way  the 
"A.  A."  tried  to  root  up  hawthorn  trees  behind 
him  with  it,  or  pull  trout  out  of  "critical"  places, 
as  our  old  angling  friend  Mr.  Yarde  calls  them. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  FISHING  FEOM 
FOKTINGALL. 


For  those  salmon  fishers  who  have  been  dis- 
appointed in  acquiring  the  sole  rental  of'  suitable 
angling,  and  also  for  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  annually  trying  different  hotel  waters,  the  all- 
important  question  yearly  arises  of  "  Where  shall 
we  go  to  for  the  practice  of  our  favourite  pastime  ?  " 
To  find  a  place  that  wiU  yield  a  maximum  amount 
of  sport,  with  the  additional  inducements  of  good 
entertainment  and  moderate  charges,  is  surely  the 
desideratum  of  the  majority  of  anglers  I   To  this 


section  of  the  Waltonian  community  the  early 
spring  fishing  on.  the  Lyon,  which  is  to  be  had 
from  the  hotel  named  after  the  village  in  the  title 
of  this  article,  can  be  confidently  recommended. 

Fortingall  Hotel  and  hamlet  stand  400ft.  above 
sea  level,  are  situated  eight  miles  west  by  south 
of  Aberfeldy,  and  the  River  Lyon  rises  near  Ben 
Cruachan,  with  the  noble  Ben  Lawers  appearing  to 
the  south,  and  the  lofty  Schiehallion  to  the  north. 
The  river  flows  out  of  the  little  loch  of  the  same 
name,  which  is  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane,  and  after  a  run  of  forty  miles  through 
the  narrow  but  magnificent  pass  of  Glen  Lyon 
mingles  its  waters  with  those  of  the  Tay  near 
Aberfeldy. 

The  stretch  of  the  River  Lyon  alluded  to  reaches 
to  a  length  of  about  six  and  a  half  miles,  and 
contains  some  excellent  pools.  On  the  north  side 
the  fishing  extends  from  Keltney  Bum  to  the  pool 
below  Woodend  Cottage  in  Glen  Lyon,  and  on  the 
south  side  from  the  Plantation  Pool  below  Garth 
to  David's  Pool  at  Chesthill.  The  salmon  fishing 
begins  on  Jan.  15,  and  this  year  has  already  yielded 
three  fish  to  one  rod  in  a  day.  Not  for  a  number 
of  seasons,  indeed,  have  so  many  clean-run  fish 
been  seen  in  the  river.  From  the  opening  day  up 
till  the  end  of  Febmary  in  1905  the  number  of 
salmon  caught  from  the  hotel  water  was  forty-four, 
the  heaviest  fish  scaled  271b.,  and  the  average  weight 
was  about  181b.  Many  of  the  fish  that  are  kiUed 
between  the  opening  day  and  the  end  of  March 
are  taken  by  means  of  No.  6  blue  and  sUver  and 
blue  and  gold,  and  brown  and  silver  and  gold, 
phantom  minnows,  while  sand-eel  is  often  a  still 
more  successful  lure.  The  best  time  for  the  fly 
fishing  on  the  Lyon  is  from  the  beginning  of  April 
to  the  end  of  July,  and  the  favourite  patterns  of 
flies  are  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  Wilkinson, 
Dusty  Miller,  Meggernie,  Blue  Doctor,  Blue  Charm, 
Sailor,  Davidson,  and  Childers.  The  fact  that  much 
of  the  angling  above  and  below  the  hotel  water  is 
strictly  preserved  is,  of  course,  very  much  in  its 
favour. 

When  a  salmon  becomes  armexed  on  some  difficult 
parts  of  this  picturesque  and  sporting  little  river 
it  requires  the  deftest  of  hands  to  negotiate  matters 
before  the  quarry  can  be  grassed,  and  here  often  in 
a  dubious  situation  might  the  angler  aptly  quote : — 

"Up,  then  down  he  quickly  flashes,  J 
Now  he  leaps,  and  now  he  dashes, 

Now  waits  a  little  while,  then  on  once  more, ' 
All  my  tactics  tried  for  turning. 
Him  with  calm  indiff'rence  spurning. 

Till  I  doubt  if  he  will  ever  reach  the  shore."  ' 

The  odds  in  such  places' are  on  Salmo  salar,  and 
it  is  only  by  using  the  strongest  of  tackle,  along 
with  the  greatest  of  diplomacy,  that  his  forcible 
arguments  can  be  successfully  refuted.  There  are 
portions  of  the  river,  moreover,  where,  owing  to  the 
formation  of  the  ground,  large  fresh-run  fish  require 
to  be  killed  or  lost  within  a  very  limited  area  of 
water,  and  where  it  is  politic  rather  to  lower  the 
top  of  the  rod  beneath  the  surface  if  necessary  than 
to  give  an  inch  of  line.  In  places  of  this  kind  the 
plan  to  adopt  if  possible  is  to  keep  one's  fish 
turning  round  and  round  until  at  last  with  a  fair 
amount  of  luck  he  succumbs.  But  if  there  are 
several  casts  of  the  sort  above  described,  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that  there  are  not  also  a  more 
than  equalising  number  of  places  that  can  be  eeisily 
and  comfortably  fished — pretty  pools  to  wit,  with 
verdant  sloping  margins,  where  a  fish  once  hooked, 
to  use  a  racing  term,  gives  the  angler  "a  splendid 
run  for  his  money." 

Referring  now  to  the  trout  fishing,  the  hotel 
stretch  extends  to  a  distance  of  about  twelve  mUes, 
and  the  best  months  are  May  and  June.  A  portion 
of  this  fishing,  which  is  about  one  and  a  half  miles  in 
length,  by  reason  of  the  river's  great  width,  much 
resembles  in  appearance  a  narrow  lake,  and  boats 
are  used  by  anglers  there.  The  trout  in  this  part, 
owing  doubtless  to  the  better  and  easier  feeding, 
average  three  to  the  pound,  while  in  other  parts 
of  the  river  the  average  is  about  four  to  the  pound, 
though  big  chaps  up  to  3lb.  are  sometimes  got. 
The  flies  chiefly  used  are  Woodcock  Wing  and 
Hare's  Lug,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Malloch's  Favourite, 
Blue  Dun,  Butcher,  Zulu,  Partridge,  Spider,  etc., 
and  worm  and  minnow  at  times  do  great  execution. 

Among  objects  of  interest  in  Glen  Lyon  are 
McGregor's  Leap,  where  an  outlaw  who  was  one 
of  the  ^clan  is  alleged  to  have  saved  his  life  by 
jumping  across  the  river,  when  it  is  said  the  dogs 
in  pursuit  of  him  were  kiUed.    The  old  yew  tree. 
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ME.  PHILIP  GEEN'S  BAIT  AND  TACKLE  FOR  SALMON. 


I  HAVK  to  thank  Mr.  Philip  Geen  for  kindly  allowing  me  to  give  a  photograph  (same  size 
as  the  original)  of  his  phantom  with  the  "Geen"  head  swivel,  and  showing  the  steel  wire 
trace  and  lead  as  used  by  him  for  spinning  for  salmon.  On  it  he  has  had  great  sport  casting 
with  his  little  "Vibration"  rod  from  line  coiled  in  the  tin  holder  strapped  to  his  side. 
The  reel  line  looks  much  thicker  than  it  is  by  reason  of  the  shadow  showing.— R.  B.  M. 


reputed  to  be  3000  years  of  age  and  the  most 
ancient  in  Europe,  is  now  more  or  less  shrub-like 
in  appearance,  and  carefully  protected  within  a 
walled  enclosure.  The  remains  of  a  Roman  Camp, 
regarded  by  Skene  as  an  outpost  of  the  Emperor 
Severus  beyond  the  Tay  (208  a.d.),  and  old  Garth 
Castle,  long  the  residence  of  the  Stewarts  of 
Fortingall,  and  supposed  by  some  persons  to 
have  been  built  by  the  Wolf  of  Badenoch,  whose 
descendants  the  Stewarts  were,  are  ruins  in  the 
neighbourhood  also  well  worth  a  visit. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  Fortingall  Hotel, 
besides  being  an  ideal  angling  resort,  is  also  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  and  best  appointed  hostelries 
in  the  Perthshire  Highlands,  and  that  the  golf 
course  recently  laid  out  in  connection  with  it  is  not 
the  least  of  its  many  attractions. 

C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


CAPITAL  STUFF  FOR 
FISHING  SUITS. 


Me.  Thomas  Oopithoene,  Bantry  Woollen  Mills, 
Bantry,  Ireland,  sends  me  some  samples  of  his 
celebrated  pure  wool  Bantry  tweeds,  homespuns, 
serges,  and  friezes,  and  asks  if  I  would  mind 


''  Photographed  fbom  Samples  of  the  PubeI'"' 
Wool  Homespun  Suitings  made  at  Mr.  Thomas 
Copithorne's  Woollen  Mills,  Bantry,  Ireland. 

noticing  them  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  am  glad  to 
do  so,  as  I  can  speak  from  two  years'  personal 
experience  of  the  excellent  quality  and  moderate 
price  of  the  goods.  I  bought  also  some  materials 
for  ladies'  costumes,  which  gave  also  perfect  satis- 
faction. Visitors  to  Bantry  are  invited  to  visit  the 
mills,  where  they  can  inspect  the  goods  in  every 
stage  of  progress  in  actual  manufacture  from  the 
fleece  to  the  finished  cloth.  Our  black  and  white 
illustration  gives  an  idea  of  a  few  of  the  patterns, 
but  I  can  advise  anglers  to  write  for  samples  for 
their  own  use  and  for  their  families.       R.  B.  M. 


"PRACTICAL  FISHING 

roR  the 

SO-CALLED  COARSE  FISHES." 
By  the  "Trent  Otter." 


In  August,  1905,  I  gave  a  notice  of  the  second 
edition  (illustrated)  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin's  "  Roach, 
Rudd,  and  Bream  Fishing  in  Many  Waters,"  and 
which  was,  as  it  professed  to  be,  a  practical 
treatise  on  angling  with  float  and  ledger  in  still 
water  and  stream,  with  some  notes  on  surface 
fishing  for  roach,  rudd,  and  dace. 

I  have  before  me  another  volume,  just  published 
by  this  prolific  writer,  entitled,  "Practical  Fishing 
for  the  So-callsd  Coarse  Fishes  ;  a  Complete  Guide 
to  every  Branch  of  Float  Fishing,  Legering, 
Spinning,  and  Trolling  on  River,  Lake,  and 
Stream." 

As  I  said  with  regard  to  his  previous  book, 
"few  men  have  had  wider  and  longer  experience 
in  fishing  in  the  best  of  our  roach,  rudd,  and 
bream  Avaters." 

The  previous  book  contained  nine  chapters; 
there  are  nineteen  in  this.  Chapter  I.  contains 
Points  for  the  Fisherman  to  Observe;  Dace  in 
the  Thames  ;  Bream  and  Barbel ;  Uncertainty  of 
Fishing ;  The  Successful  Angler ;  Learning  from 
an  Unlikely  Source ;  Various  Styles  Outlined ;  A 
Warning  to  the  Novice ;  and  the  Test  of  Skill. 

The  remaining  chapters  treat  of  Rods,  Reels,  and 
Lines;  Floats  and  their  Uses;  The  Nottingham 
Style ;  The  Lea,  Thames,  and  Ouse  Styles  ;  Ground- 
Ijaits — How  to  Prepare  and  Use  ;  Hook  Baits,  and 


How  to  Procure  Them;  Tackle  for  the  Various 
Styles  ;  Casting  Out  the  Bait ;  Spinning  and  Trawl- 
ing with  a  Natural  Bait ;  Spinning  with  an  Artificial 
Bait ;  Fishing  with  a  Live  Bait ;  Perch,  Barbel, 
Chub,  Roach,  Rudd,  Dace,  Bream,  Carp,  and 
Tench  Fishing. 

There  are  thirty-three  illustrations  and  a  useful 
index. 

The  book  is  not  avowedly  written  for  experts, 
yet  even  they  may  find  information  of  value  and 
interest  in  its  pages.  The  novice,  the  occasional 
angler,  and  seeker  after  piscatorial  knowledge 
will  find  a  plain  statement  of  facts  gathered  from 
the  school  of  experience.  "  Practical  Fishing  "  is 
going  like  hot  cakes,  and  is  published  by  C.  A. 
Pearson,  Ltd.,  Henrietta-street;  but  copies  may 
be  obtained  from  the  author,  J.  W.  Alartin,  8, 
Seymour-street,  Euston-square,  London,  N.W. 
Price,  Is. ;  post  free,  Is.  3d.  R.  B.  M. 


The  Island  of  Pearls.— A  rise  in  the  price  of 
pearls  two  or  three  years  ago  produced  great  acti- 
vity among  the  pearl-fishers  of  the  Venezuelan 
Island  of  Margarita,  whose  name  is  the  Latin  word 
for  pearl,  and  whose  gems  were  fought  over  by  the 
early  Spanish  explorers.  About  2000  men  find 
constant  employment  in  this  business,  which  has 
its  thrilling  moments,  since  the  opening  of  a  shell 
dredged  from  the  pearl-oyster  banks  may  disclose  a 
jewel  of  great  price.  The  Margaritan  pearls  are  of 
fine  quality,  usually  white  or  yellow,  with  an  occa- 
sional black  one,  and  such  a  one  is  greeted  with 
joy,  for  it  bears  a  high  value.  About  $600,000 
worth  of  pearls  are  found  near  Margarita  every 
year.  , 
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HOW  TO  DISTINGUISH  SALMON 
("SALMO  SALAE")  FEOM  SEA- 
TKOUT  ("SALMO  TKUTTA"). 


I  HAVE  to  thank  Ml-.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of 
the  British  Natural  History  Museum,  South  Ken- 
sington, for  enabling  me  to  give  these  excellent 
illustrations  showing  the  chief  characteristic  dis- 
tinguishing salmon  from  sea-trout.  The  salmon 
has  12  rows  of  scales  between  the  lateral  line  and 
the  front  part  of  the  adipose  fin  (called  Ad.  f.  in 
the  illustration) ;  the  sea-trout  has  14  rows. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


rivers.  Flowing  through  a  flat  district,  it  is  natur- 
ally very  sluggish,  and  by  the  assistance  of  many 
locks  is  navigable  for  small  canal  barges  from  its 
mouth  to  Northampton,  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  miles.  One  of  the  great  advantages  of 
this  river  is  its  central  position  :  about  an  hour 
and  a  half's  run  from  London,  Sheffield,  Notting- 
ham, Leicester,  and  several  other  large  towns,  will 
bring  one  to  it.  I  purpose  to  deal  with  a  few 
districts  on  this  interesting  and  well-stocked  river 
between  Northampton  and  Peterborough  which 
specially  lend  themselves  to  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  angler.  The  district  of  Cogenhoe 
(locally  pronoimced  "  Cooknoe  ")  is  a  village  about 


casual  visitor  I  advocate  Major-General  Sotheby's 
side,  on  account  of  the  cheap  and  convenient  way 
he  issues  his  permits.  Monthly  tickets  can  be  had 
at  the  nominal  charge  of  two  shillings,  and  they 
can  be  obtained  from  the  agent,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Ecton,  near  Northampton.  The  proceeds  from 
these  tickets  are  given  to  the  church  restoration 
fund.  The  length  of  water  for  this  small  amount 
extends  nearly  three  miles,  and  contains  a  fine 
variety  of  "  fishy  spots."  Besides  the  main  river, 
there  are  two  very  good  back  brooks,  containing  a 
plentiful  and  varied  supply  of  fish.  During  the 
months  of  May,  June,  and  July  eels  are  taken 
freely  in  these  waters.    As  a  rule  they  are  the 


'Grilse,  that  is.  Young  Salmon  ("  Salmo  salab").  ' 
Illustration 'tojshow^how  to  count  the  12  rows  of  scales  between  the  lateral  line  on- the  salmon  and)  the  front  part  of  the  adipose  fln. 


ANGLING  IN  THE  NENE. 

The  breaking  of  fresh  ground  has  a  great  fascina- 
tion for  an  enthusiastic  fisherman ;  therefore, 
knowing  where  to  go  to  accomplish  this  object  is 
often  a  great  boon  to  a  man  who  has  a  little  time 
and  money  to  spare. 

One  of  the  best  angling  rivers  in  the  midland 
counties  for  coarse  fish,  and  perhaps  one  of  the 
least  known  outside  the  county  of  Northampton- 
shire, is  the  River  Nene.  This  river  has  long  been 
known  to  experts^as  !the  queen  of  English  roach 


four  miles  from  Northampton  and  half  a  mile  from 
Billing  Station  on  the  L.  and  N.  W.  Railway. 

For  an  angling  holiday  this  place  is  an  ideal  one. 
Gogenhoe  is  beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence 
immediately  overlooking  the  Nene  valley,  and  it 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  Nene  basin  for 
miles.  Good  accommodation  can  be  had  at  several 
cottages  at  about  £1  per  week  inclusive.  The 
fishing  rights  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Nene  Angling 
Club  and  Major-General  Sotheby ;  the  latter  owns 
the  fishing  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  the 
club  for  the  most  part  the  opposite  side.    For  the 


narrow-nosed,  silver- bellied  species.  Three  rods 
are  allowed,  but  no  dead  lines  must  be  used. 
Roach  do  not  usually  "  come  on  "  until  the  end  of 
July,  and  many  specimen  fish  are  caught,  chiefly 
with  stewed  wheat.  Goarse  fishing  begins  and  ends 
at  the  usual  time,  but  pike  fishing  does  not  com- 
mence until  Sept.  1,  and  ends  Feb.  29.  Although 
there  is  no  size  limit  for  pike  caught  in  Major- 
General  Sotheby's  water,  good  sportsmen  adopt 
the  limit  enforced  by  the  Nene  Angling  Glub  oii 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river — that  is,  nineteen 
inches  from  the  eye  to  the  fork  of  the  tail.    It  is 
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perhaps  on  account  of  its  sluggish  nature  that  the 
main  river  abounds  -with  tench,  and  apparently 
much  superior  in  quality  to  those  in  ponds.  They 
are  mostly  caught  during  the  latter  part  of  June, 
and  the  months  of  July  and  August.  The  best 
bait  is  a  good-sized  maiden  lob,  and  my  method 
of  angling  for  them  is  to  ground-bait  a  suitable 
spot  the  previous  night  with  dew-worms  cut  up 
into  pieces  about  an  inch  in  length,  then  about 
six  o'clock  on  the  following  evening  utilise 
two  rods,  with  fairly  fine  and  strong  gut,  and 
a  light  running  lead  between  two  fixed  shots 
on  the  gut,  baited  with  good-sized,  well-scoured 
lobworms,  and  fiah  well  on  the  bottom.  Sometimes 
they  bite  ravenously  and  take  the  float  well  away, 
at  others,  they  bite  very  gingerly,  and  while  gently 
sucking  the  bait  from  the  hook  scarcely  move  the 
float — in  the  latter  case  the  "when"  and  "how" 
to  strike  can  be  learned  only  by  experience. 
Although  lobworms  take  a  much  larger  hook,  I  find 
a  No.  7  or  8  the  most  useful  for  tench  fishing  ;  but 
I  have,  frequently  caught  them  when  eel  fishing 
with  very  coarse  tackle  and  a  large  hook.  When 
using  two  rods,  and  sport  is  poor,  I  employ  my 
third  rod  for  a  bit  of  roach  ing,  at  a  spot  where  I 
can  conveniently  keep  an  eye  on  my  other  floats. 
I  have  caught  my  largest  tench  just  before  dusk, 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  experience  of  most  fisher- 
men in  this  district.  Wliile  angling  for  tench  one 
frequently  takes  perch  and  eels.  A  Nene  perch  is  a 
very  richly  marked  fish ,  and  the  size  limit  by  the 
Nene  Angling  Club  is  seven  inches. 

The  two  backwaters  teem  with  perch,  roach, 
and  chub  ;  these  are  simply  offshoots  from  the 
main  river  and  unite.  From  the  Whiston  stream — 
the  most  important  of  the  two — fine  specimen 
chub  were  taken  last  season.  One  caught  by  a 
friend  of  mine  weighed  4Jlb. ;  the  bait  used  was  a 
common  brown  cockchafer  or  May-bug.  My 
largest  chub  I  caught  last  July:  it  scaled  just 
3Jlb.,  and  I  killed  several  weighing  over  a  pound. 
I  generally  use  a  fair-sized  lob  well  scoured,  and 
most  of  my  fish  took  the  bait  when  it  was  in  the 
act  of  sinking  just  aftsr  the  throw.  The  banks  of 
the  brooks  possess  fine  cover,  and  when  angling 
for  these  crafty  customers  one  can  take  full 
advantage  of  it.  The  brook  nearest  the  village 
has  a  good  overshot  and  pool,  and  the  pool  last 
season  yielded  many  good  baskets  of  chub,  roach, 
and  perch.  I  lost  a  fme  pike  here  at  the  beginning 
of  October  owing  to  the  tough  state  of  the  weeds. 
Several  seasons  ago  thousands  of  rudd  were  put 
into  the  Nene  near  this  place,  but  Nene  anglers 
rarely  get  hold  of  them  because  they  always  fish 
on  or  near  the  bottom,  while  the  rudd  is  a  surface 
feeding  fish,  more  especially  large  rudd.  Before 
concluding,  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  there  is 
other  good  angling  in  this  neighbourhood.  The 
next  station  to  Billing  is  Oastle  Ashby,  a  distance 
of  about  three  miles,  and  this  station  adjoins  the 
celebrated  estate  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of 
Northampton,  whose  ponds  are  famed  in  the 
district.  A  charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  day  is  made  for 
the  privilege  of  angling  in  them,  and,  given 
favourable  conditions,  it  is  very  rarely  local  fisher- 
men are  disappointed.  In  the  August  Bank 
Holiday  two  years  ago  I  saw  a  gentleman  who 
resided  in  St.  James's  End,  Northampton,  and 
using  only  one  rod,  catch  451b.  of  tench,  between 
the  hours  of  5  a.m.  and  10  a.m.,  in  the  Grendon 
pond  on  this  estate.  For  the  benefit  of  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  contemplate  visiting 
this  interesting  district  on  fishing  bent,  I  would 
recommend  them  to  apply  either  to  Mrs.  Coles, 
Cogenhoe,  near  Northampton,  or  to  Mr.  Slow, 
Station  Hotel,  Castle  Ashby,  from  whom  they  can 
obtain  all  the  information  with  respect  to  lodgings, 
etc.,  they  may  require.  Taere  are  many  other 
convenient  spots  on  the  river  where  every  facility 
is  provided  for  the  visiting  angler,  among  them  I 
may  mention  Castor,  Tichmarsh,  Wansford, 
Oundle,  and  Thrapstone. 

Castor  is  about  three  miles  up  the  river  from 
Peterborough,  and  I  can  strongly  recommend  the 
Fitzwilliam  Arms,  where  the  best  attention  is  given 
to  the  welfare  of  the  visitor  by  Host  William  Smith 
and  his  worthy  housekeeper  Miss  Smith.  I  have 
stayed  here,  and  nothing  was  too  much  trouble 
to  them  in  order  to  make  one  comfortable.  Mr. 
Smith's  charge  for  board  and  lodgings  per  week 
is  25s.  inclufiive.  The  fishing  is  free,  and  includes 
the  mill-tail  of  Water  Newton.  Mr.  Smith  can  get 
the  necessary  permits  for  his  guests  to  fish  the 
back  brooks.  The  river  here  abounds  with  bream, 
roach,  and  perch,  whil«  the  pike  fishing^  is  i  good. 


In  addition  to  angling,  Castor  and  district  have 
great  attractions  for  the  archaeologist — that  is,  its 
fine  Norman  church  and  its  Roman  remains,  while 
close  at  hand  is  Fotheringhay  with  its  octagonal 
lantern  tower;  here  also  is  the  one  bit  of  solid 
masonry,  the  only  remains  of  the  old  castle  where 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots  was  beheaded. 

Tichmarsh,  near  Thrapstone,  is  one  mile  from 
Thorpe  Station  (L.  and  N.  W.  Railway).  Ye  Dog 
and  Partridge  is  conveniently  situated  for  the 
angler.  The  ticket  for  fishing  can  be  obtained 
from  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Thrapstone,  at  6d. 
per  day ;  this  covers  about  three  miles  of  water, 
and  includes  the  mills  of  Tichmarsh  and  Islip. 
Mr.  F.  Austin,  the  proprietor  of  the  Dog  and 
Partridge,  makes  a  charge  of  £1  for  six  days'  board 
and  lodging  inclusive.  I  may  add  that  the  best 
bream  fishing  in  the  river  can  be  obtained  in  this 
district. 

Woodford  is  a  village  situated  two  miles  up  the 
river  from  Thrapstone  Station,  and  is  one  of  the 
least  fished  places  on  the  Nene.    The  fishing  is  in 


A  FINE  KENNET  PIKE. 

A  FtNE  specimen  of  a  Keimet  pike  was  secured 
by  Mr.  Eastman,  a  member  of  the  borough  sur- 
veyor's staff,  Newbury,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  3.  Mr. 
Eastman,  who  is  an  enthusiastic  angler,  was  fishing 
in  Northcroft,  a  well-known  part  of  Newbury,  and 
finding  that  he  had  a  "  catch "  was  gratified  to 
learn  on  making  careful  examination  that  a  fine 
Kennet  pike  had  taken  his  bait.  For  nearly  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  fish  was  dormant,  then 
suddenly  he  dashed  away,  and  Mr.  Eastman  had 
to  pay  out  nearly  sixty  yards  of  line.  With  the 
assistance  of  a  friend  the  fish  was  landed,  and  it 
actually  remained  alive  for  nearly  twenty-four  hours 
afterwards.  When  scaled  it  was  found  to  weigh 
over  21  lb.,  and  meaisured  41in.  in  length.  The 
fish  was  taken  to  Mr.  Ralph  Allder,  the  well-known 
Newbury  taxidermist,  who  foimd  a  chub  inside  the 
pike  no  less  than  13in.  long ;  this,  by  the  way,  was 
not  the  bait  which  was  used  in  making  the  catch. 
It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  line  used  in  catching 


2ri-B.  Kennet  Pike. 


the  possession  of  the  Thrapstone  Fishing  Associa- 
tion, and  the  secretary  is  Mr.  Orford.  Season 
tickets  are  issued  at  lOs.  6d.,  and  day  tickets  at  Is. 
The  water  here  is  well  stocked  with  roach,  bream, 
tench,  perch,  rudd,  dace,  and  pike.  Mr.  S.  Dunford, 
the  Baker's  Arms,  Woodford,  Thrapstone,  can 
accommodate  small  parties  at  about  33.  per  head 
a  day,  and  for  this  reasonable  amount  gives  great 
satisfaction  to  the  fishermen  who  patronise  him. 

Wansford  lies  between  Oundle  and  Peterborough, 
and  in  this  locality  there  are  some  splendid  stretches 
of  water.  The  fishing  belongs  to  Mr.  L.  Brassey, 
Captain  Vipan,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Hopkinson.  I 
recommend  application  to  the  latter  gentleman  in 
the  first  instance.  The  Mermaid,  Wansford,  is  a 
most  convenient  place  to  stay.  The  proprietor, 
Mr.  H.  R.  Marshall,  will  do  his  utmost  to  make 
the"  visitor  comfortable. 

I  may  add  in  conclusion  that  it  has  often  been 
a  source  of  wonder  to  me  that  the  Nene  is  not 
patronised  more  by  outsiders.  It  is  not  over  fished 
as  some  rivers  are  because  it  flows  through  such  a 
sparsely  populated  neighbourhood,  it  varies  in 
width  from  30ft.  to  50ft.,  is  particularly  sluggish 
and  winding,  while  its  back  brooks  fairly  teem 
with  fish,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  angler  who 
tries  his  skill  in  the  Nene  during  the  months  of 
Julv  and  August  will  have  no  reason  to  regret  it. 
^  H.  W.  S. 


"  Lazbb  has  had  a  stroke  of  hard  luck."  "  What 
has  happened  to  him  T  "  "  You  know  he's  been 
out  of  work  for  fully  a  year?"  "Yes."  "Well, 
he's  fouqd  a  job." — Hotuton  Post. 


the  fish  only  had  a  breaking  strain  of  61b.,  so  that 
there  must  have  been  expert  and  careful  work 
shown.  The  illustration  is  from  a  photograph  taken 
by  Mr.  W.  Whiley,  of  Newbury. 


POLLACK  OR  WHITING 
COLE  OR  COAL,  &c. 

(Merlangus  pollachius.) 

[From   the  revised    edition    of    "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

(Continued  from  page  97.) 
This  fish,  although  somewhat  similar  in  shape, 
is  of  quite  a  different  colour  from  the  genuine 
whiting,  being  of  an  olive  brown  on  the  back,  the 
sides  shading  off  to  a  yellowish  white  ;  it  attains 
a  very  much  larger  size,  sometimes  even  151b.  or 
20lb. 

It  differs  quite  as  much  in  its  habits  as  in  its 
colour  from  the  true  whiting,  which  prefers  a  soft 
bottom,  whilst  the  pollack  frequents  the  rocky 
ground,  particularly  off  headlands  where  the  rocks 
run  a  long  distance  seaward,  over  which  the  tide 
sets  strongly.  Wherever  an  extent  of  sunken  rocks 
exists  at  a  distance  from  shore,  there  is  a  stronghold 
of  the  large  pollack  in  all  the  British  and  Northern 
Seas,  as,  for  instance,  round  the  Eddystone,  off 
Plymouth,  etc.  On  rocky  ground,  or  close  thereto, 
they  are  more  or  less  to  be  found  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year ;  they  occasionally,  however,  disperse 
in  pursuit  of  the  sand-eels  or  launce,  of  which  they 
are  immoderately  fond,  and  after  remaining  any 
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length  of  time  on  the  sandy  ground  become  of  a 
much  lighter  colour,  and  improve  in  quality  for 
the  table,  so  that  any  of  these  fish  over  the  weight 
of  61b.  or  71b.  nearly  equal  cod  in  firmness  and 
flavour. 

My  best  sport  in  pollack  fishing  has  always  been 
on  the  S.W.  coast  of  England  from  March  to  the 
end  of  June,  after  which  I  have  found  them  less 
numerous,  although  you  can  rarely  try  without 
some  success.  In  Guernsey  I  find  it  the  same. 
In  the  deep  water  of  the  oflfing,  however,  there  is 
good  fishing  for  the  larger  pollack,  all  through  the 
summer  and  autumn,  and  sometimes  even  up  to 
Christmas.  The  pollack  feeds  at  all  depths,  but 
much  more  above  than  on  the  bottom  ;  in  fact,  is 
often  seen  in  large  numbers  on  the  surface  in  pursuit 
of  britt  and  small  fry.  DifEering  so  much  in  its 
habits  from  the  real  whiting,  very  different  tackle 
is.  required  for  its  capture.  No  gear  is  equal  to  the 
pipe-lead  horse-hair  lines  for  drift-line  fishing,  which 
are  much  superior  to  hemp  lines  for  this  fishing, 
being  light,  elastic,  and,  from  their  stiffness  and 
mode  of  manufacture  combined,  rarely  become 
entangled. 

The  pollack  is  both  active  and  voracious,  and  as 
it  takes  the  baited  hook  well,  may  almost  be  con- 
sidered the  staple  of  amateur  sea  fishermen  on  such 
parts  of  the  coast  as  are  congenial  to  its  habits. 
It  approaches  the  shore  very  closely,  and  enters  the 
harbours  in  considerable  numbers,  when  it  may  be 
taken  either  by  fishing  from  a  boat  with  hook  and 
line  or  from  the  piers  or  any  projecting  rock  with 
the  angling  rod.  This  fish,  as  well  as  mackerel  and 
bass,  will  rise  very  freely  at  a  fly,  which  method  of 
tiking  them  has  become  very  general  within  the 
last  few  years,  and  will  therefore  be  treated  of  in 
due  course.    It  takes  the  fly  also  under  water. 

Drift  or  Tideway  Fishing. 

There  are  two  methods  of  hand-line  fishing 
for  pollack :  the  one  when  the  boat  is  fixed 
in  the  berth  or  position  chosen  by  an  anchor  or 
stone  kilUck,  thence  termed  "Drift  or  Tideway 
Fishing"   (because  the  lines  are  lightly  leaded 


witli  the  use  of  the  lines,  even  if  two  are  in  the 
boat,  one  lino  apiece  will  find  them  full  occupation, 
supposing  the  fish  arc  well  on  the  feed. 

Tlie  lines  at  the  stern  without  leads  may  be  made 
of  hair,  cotton,  or  flax  or  homp,  and  I  often  use  a 
pair,  whore  the  water  is  not  deep,  or  the  tide  too 
strong,  as  I  find  them  very  killing  for  both  bass  and 
poUack.  I  begin  fishing  with  these  linos  at  the 
commencement  or  at  the  slackening  of  the  tidal 
current,  and  frequently  take  with  them  mackerel, 
bream,  and  garfish,  in  addition  to  pollack  and 
bass.  What  is  required  in  these  light  lines  is  an 
entire  absence  of  any  tendency  to  kink,  and  become 
entangled,  only  attainable  by  care  in  the  manufac- 
ture, and  also  by  being  dressed  with  a  stiffening 
solution.  I  have  for  several  seasons  used  lines 
manufactured  by  the  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company,  and  have  found  them  answer 
remarkably  well.  Each  of  these  lines  is  30yds.  or 
15  fathoms  long,  and  at  one  end  I  splice  a  brass 
swivel  Jin.  in  length.  To  this  I  add  6yds.  or  three 
fathoms  of  snooding,  3yds.  of  it  consisting  of  dressed 
plaited  line,  2yds.  of  fine  cotton,  and  1yd.  of  double 
gut  twisted.  I  sometimes  use  two  lengths  of  the 
strongest  single  gut  at  the  end,  especially  for  bass 
fishing. 

At  some  localities,  or  at  certain  times,  there  is 
so  little  tide  that  the  line  will  not  stray  away  from 
the  boat.  A  float  of  large  jack  size  is  useful  on  these 
occasions,  and  a  lead  of  two  ounces  12ft.  above  the 
hook.  The  float  should  have  neither  ring  nor  cap, 
merely  a  stick  through  it,  over  which  the  line  may 
be  attached  by  a  clove-hitch  top  and  bottom. 
The  lead  should  be  fitted  with  wire  or  a  stiffened 
hemp  ganging,  projecting  from  each  end,  the 
distance  of  half  its  length,  on  which  the  snood  can 
be  clove-hitched  as  on  the  float.  Both  float  and 
lead  can  thus  be  removed  at  once,  when  unnecessary 
through  increase  of  current. 

Baits. 

No  baits  for  drift-line  fishing  can  equal 
living  sand-eels  ;   next  rank  rag  or  mud  worms 


Fig.  1. — Sand-Eel  Seine. 


or  without  lead,  and  consequently  drift  or 
stray  out  with  the  current)  ;  the  other  termed 
"  whiffing  "  or  towing,  becau.se  the  boat  is  kept  in 
motion  by  either  sailing,  sculling,  pulling,  or  rowing 
slowly  over  and  around  rocky  ground,  ledges,  or 
insulated  heads  of  rock,  or  other  haunts  of  the  fish. 
We  have  first  to  describe  the  former,  which  with 
certain  baits  is  the  more  killing  of  the  two  and  more 
convenient,  as  the  boat  requires  no  attention,  which 
can  be  given  solely  to  the  lines,  more  of  which  can 
be  put  out  at  once  If  unacquainted  with  the  depth, 
sound  with  a  ground-line  as  soon  as  the  boat  is 
fixed  in  position,  and  pay  out  line  accordingly,  recol- 
lecting the  leads  are  placed  at  two- fathom  intervals 
a'ong  the  line.  Sounding  and  finding,  for  instance, 
SIX  fathom.1  with  little  tide,  put  over  two  and  keep 
the  third  lead  in- board,  the  snood  allowing  the  bait 
to  descend  sufficiently  beyond  the  bottom  lead  ; 
when  the  tide  strengthens  put  out  the  third  and 
keep  the  fourth  in-board  ;  when  stronger  one  or 
two  more  may  be  veered,  the  length  required 
depending  on  the  angle  the  line  takes  from  the 
speed  of  the  current :  the  faculty  of  estimating 
this  will  soon  be  acquired  by  observing  these 
directions  in  practice. 

"^'Jflwo  hair-lines  with  leads,  and  one  without,  are 
quite  sufficient  to  occupy  one  person,  when  the 
fish  feed  well,  but  if  two  hands  are  in  the  boat, 
another  pair  may  be  used  amidships,  the  leads  of 
which  must  be  twice  the  weight  of  those  at  the 
•tern.    Previous,  however,  to  obtaining  familiarity 


then  living  shrimps  ;  as  for  dead  baits  it  is  excep- 
tionally only  that  a  catch  is  made  with  them,  when 
fish  may  be  extraordinarily  abundant.  The  best 
dead  baits  I  know  of  are  freshwater  eels,  5in.  or 
6in.  long,  small  lampreys,  or  a  strip  of  long-nose 
the  same  length  and  fin.  wide,  but  it  is  better  to 
use  them  whiffing.  Sand-eels  to  be  used  as  living 
bait  should  be  taken  in  a  seine  made  for  the  pxirpose. 
(See  Fig.  1.) 

The  sand-eel  seine  should  not  be  less  than  twenty 
fathoms  or  forty  yards  long,  the  part  marked  in 
italic  caps,  B,  U,  N,  T,  forming  the  bag  or  bunt, 
consisting  of  unbleached  calico  20ft.  in  length  and 
12ft.  in  depth,  and  the  20ft.  length,  when  attached 
to  the  rope,  must  be  gathered  that  it  may  not 
occupy  more  than  16ft.  of  space,  which  will  cause 
it  to  bag  well. 

Three  gores  of  very  fine  netting,  as  fine  as  can 
be  made,  18in.  in  width,  are  to  be  inserted  at  equal 
distances  from  the  edges  of  the  calico  and  from 
each  other,  which  gores  are  to  reach  to  within  18in. 
of  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  calico. 

The  bunt  of  calico  is  preferred  to  one  of  netting, 
because  it  offers  no  apertures  for  the  fish  to  get 
their  heads  fast,  and  the  gores  are  inserted  that 
the  water  may  escape  more  freely,  for  it  is  found 
that  the  calico  without  gores  is  of  exceedingly  heavy 
draught,  as  might  be  expected. 

As  a  difficulty  sometimes  occurs  in  procuring 
these  gores  of  fine  netting,  a  very  coarse  kind  of 
canvas  of  a  light  make  and  very  open  between  the 


threads  is  substituted,  and  answers  the  purpose  well 
at  a  less  cost. 

On  each  side  of  the  calico  three  fathoms  of  lin. 
meslied  net  is  to  be  placed  (marked  A  in  the  cut), 
which  is  to  be  gathered  sufficiently  to  bag  equally 
with  the  calico,  and  the  remainder  or  arms  of  the 
net  may  consist  of  Sin.  mesh  (marked  B),  which 
may  gradually  diminish  in  depth  from  its  com- 
mencement at  tlio  lin.  mesh,  where  it  is  18ft.  in 
depth,  until  it  reaches  the  pole-staff,  where  8ft. 
will  bo  sufficient ;  but  if  the  shore  be  very  flat  and 
shallow  the  net  need  not  exceed  5ft.  at  the  end. 
A  net  of  this  description  will  cost  about  £12,  and 
in  the  Island  of  Cuernsey  is  owned  by  several 
fisiiermen ;  or  if  by  one  only,  other  fishermen 
having  the  benefit  of  the  net  pay  lOd.  a  week  to 
the  owner,  each  man  attending  to  work  the  net 
when  a  supply  of  sand-eels  is  requisite,  which  is 
commonly  every  fourth  or  fifth  day. 

Two  boats  are  required  in  obtaining  the  sand-eels : 
one  casts  its  anchor  on  the  top  of  a  rock  out  of  the 
water  and  veers  out  a  few  fathoms  of  rope,  whilst 
the  other,  having  one  end  of  the  seine  attached  to 
the  first  boat  by  a  rope,  proceeds  to  shoot  the  net 
in  a  semicircle  in  the  eddy  of  the  rock,  and  casting 
anchor  hauls  in  about  half  the  rope,  when  the  men 
get  up  their  anchor,  and  going  on  board  the  first 
boat  haul  the  seine  alongside,  keeping  the  boat 
broadside  on  to  the  net,  whilst  one  of  them  con- 
tinually thrusts  down  an  oar  to  frighten  the  fish 
back  towards  the  bunt  that  they  may  not  escape 
under  the  boat's  bottom,  the  only  means  now  left 
open  to  them. 

The  fish  being  hauled  alongside  in  the  calico  bunt 
are  now  dipped  up  in  buckets  or  hand-nets,  and 
poured  into  the  "  courges  "  or  baskets  to  be  kept 
imtil  wanted. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thu/rsday  morning. 

Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (R5  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     „    Putney.  A/irl)''^    >>     "  Kichmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  ^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50         ,,    Barnes.  (85    ,,     „  Teddingtmi. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  higli  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  miimtes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  \ipstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Feb.  17    7.43    8.15 

Sunday,  „    18    8.52    9.34 

Monday,  „    19    10.18    11.  1 

Tuesday,         ,,    20    11.42    — 

Wednesday,     „    21    0.17    0.47 

Thursday,        ,,    22    1.14    1.40 

Friday,  „    23    2.  2    2.23 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remakes.  —  The  river  is 
again  in  good  order.  The  water,  however,  is  only  its 
normal  height,  and  the  stream  which  has  been  fast 
for  a  week  or  two  is  moderating.  This  means  that 
within  a  few  days  the  fish  may  be  trying  to  leave 
the  eddies  and  lay-byes,  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
will  soon  be  found  frequenting  the  lignter  currents. 
Owing  to  the  sharp  frosts  following  on  mild  weather, 
few  anglers  have  been  seen  by  the  river.  But  the 
higher  temperature  of  Thursday,  if  it  remains 
steady,  should  prove  just  the  right  thing  for 
week-end  anglers,  and  although  W^edne-day  was 
frosty  there  was  considerable  heat  from  the  s'm,  and 
dace  were  showing  up  on  the  shallows.  Tiiis  is 
another  good  sign  for  the  closing  season,  as  it 
prove.s  that  the  fish  are  on  the  move.  The 
Kingston  Piscatorials  are  holding  a  three  days' 
roach  competition  on  the  Thames  (commpncing 
to-day,  Saturday),  and  I  quite  expect  to  hear  of 
some  good  specimen  fish  b^ing  brought  to  the 
scales.  Perch  have  been  feeding  well,  and  in  parts 
of  the  river  chub  have  also  been  had,  Mr.  Newman 
getting  one  of  nearly  41b.  These  fish  should  also 
now  be  tried  for  with  pith  and  brains. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Before  the  recent  heavy 
rains  Mr.  N.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took 
nearly  601b.  of  perch  and  two  jack  weighing  101b., 
in  two  days'  fishing  from  Medmenham.  A  patron  of 
R.  Young  has  also  taken  a  good  number  of  perch, 
while  at  Henley  a  client  of  "  Otter "  Hone  has 
taken  some  chub  up  to ''41b.,  and  Mr.  Maedonald, 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  has  taken  some  jnck  up 
to  41b.  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  heavy 
stream  running,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  colour  in  the 
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water  with  a  good  dash  of  "snow  broth"  in  it, 
which  will  not  improve  the  prospects  for  roach 
fishing. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bkidge. — Nothing  much  to  report  from  these 
waters  this  week.  Several  gentlemen  had  a  little 
sport  among  the  pike  on  Feb.  11  and  12;  but  the 
snow  has  altered  tlie  tone  of  the  water  and  made 
the  fish  shy.  If  these  bright  frosts  continue  the 
week-end  should  turn  out  well. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Teddiugtou  Weir). — Water  in  good 
condition  for  fishing.  Dace  have  been  feeding 
well  ;  also  few  jack  vip  to  51b.  In  three  days,  I 
have  takwn  four  jack,  sixteen  dozen  big  dace,  two 
perch.  Can  do  with  a  week  of  fine  weather  now. — 
W.  McBbide. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  water  has  been  up 
again  since  my  last  report,  but  is  rapidly  falling, 
and  sho\ild  be  in  prime  order  for  ail  kinds  of  fishing 
by  Saturday.  The  roach  were  feeding  yesterday 
(Feb.  13).  I  fi-ilied  all  through  the  snowstorm,  and 
got  sixteen  from  Jib.  to  1  lb.  5oz.,  and  throe  chub, 
nearly  IJlb.  each,  with  a  few  very  fair  dace.  This 
is  the  only  fisliing  I  have  done  since  my  last  report. 
— P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Bottisham  laoobs  CWaterbeaoh). — On  my  visit 
to-day  (Feb.  14)  I  found  the  river  in  splendid  trim, 
the  colour  of  the  water  with  a  good  stream  on 
was  all  that  the  angler  could  wi.sh  for,  the  weather 
with  a  south  wind  being  delightful.  Some  decent 
pike  are  now  being  had  at  the  locks  up  to  5|lb. 
No  end  of  smaller  ones,  but  higher  up  stream  larger 
ones  are  being  had ;  now  is  the  time  for  them. 
Live-baits  on  the  spot. — John  O.  Geokge,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  still 
keeps  up  fairly  big,  and  there  are  many  fish  re- 
ported in  the  lower  reaches.  This  augurs  well  for  a 
successful  oppning  on  March  1.  A  large  number  of 
salmon  have  boon  seen  on  the  move  at  Totnes  Weir, 
whilst  a  good  many  are  al  o  reported  to  be  in  the 
Hems.  Unfortunately,  the  negotiations  between  the 
Board  of  Conservators  and  the  Angling  Association 
have  fallen  through.  The  association  have  rented 
the  Weir  Fishery,  and  have  fruitlessly  endeavoured 
to  arrange  with  the  board  to  stop  the  nets  one  day 
a  week  in  the  interests  of  fishing.  As  matters  now 
stand  the  association  cannot  be  blamed  for  fishing 
tho  pool  for  all  it  is  worth.  The  question  of  allow- 
ing boats  to  be  moored  on  the  river  above  the  weir 
was  recently  brought  before  tho  notice  of  the  asso- 
ciation, and  an  instance  of  a  boat  being  moored  at 
Folly  Stickle  was  named,  but  it  has  been  found 
that  it  would  be  problamatical  to  take  action. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  finances  of  the 
executive  board  of  conservators  show  that  there 
is  a  credit  balance  of  £157  18s.  9d.,  whilst  there  is 
£70  due  on  mortgage.  It  was  reported  that  the 
size  of  the  fish  was  gradually  increasing. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  pike,  perch,  and 
roach  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe,  near  the  city, 
Exwick,  and  near  Cowley.  Fishing  at  Exmoutii, 
Starcross  and  neighbourhood  is  very  indifferent. 
Mullet  are  in  evidence,  but  are  not  feeding.  A 
meeting  of  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators  was  held 
on  Feb.  9,  Mr.  C.  C.  Daniels  in  the  chair.  A 
resolution  of  condolence  was  passed  on  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Coleridge,  twenty-five  years  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  and  for 
twenty  years  vice-chairman.  The  clerk  to  the  Board 
presented  an  interesting  report.  Sixty-eight  salmon 
licences  for  the  whole  season  were  issued,  and  twenty- 
five  weelily  licences,  making  a  total  of  £112  5s.  6d. 
Trout  licences  amounted  to  £12fi  2s.  6d.  The  season 
was  not  a  good  one  for  nets  or  rods  as  regards  the 
salmon.  The  best  fish  caught  by  the  nets  weighed 
25lb.  Among  the  rods  Mr.  Haydon  caught  a  fish 
21?jlb.,Mr.  J.  Coleridge-Boles  one  19Jlb.,  and  Col. 
Davies  one  17lb.  At  Salmon  Pool  Mr.  Moysey  caught 
fifteen,  2001b.,  and  Col.  Snee,  eight,  731b.  Among 
those  who  took  out  weekly  licences,  Mr.  Pinckney 
had  four,  481b.,  Mr.  Peel,  four,  37lb.,  Major  Booth, 
two,  211b.,  Dr.  Wright,  two,  151b.  An  average 
season  was  reported  with  regard  to  trout. 
The  chairman  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report. 
Mr.  C.  Carew  objected  to  restocking  the  river 
below  Tiverton,  and  contended  that  the  conserva- 
tors should  first  spend  their  money  in  clearing  the 
river  of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish.  The  chairman 
said  the  order  for  restocking  the  river  with 
£50  of  trout  had  already  gone  out,  and  could 
not  be  countermanded.  The  clerk  reminded 
the  board  that  local  associations  were  not 
afraid  of  the  pike.  The  Up-Exe  Association  were 
putting  in  a  thousand  trout,  five  hundred  in  the 
('ulm,  and  largo  numbers  in  the  Greedy.  Netting 
for  pike  had  been  carried  on  for  several  years,  but 
it  was  not  done  last  year.  The  report  was  adopted. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Quicke  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Coleridge. 
Dr.  Frood,  of  Topsham,  was  elected  to  represent  the 
board  on  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  in  the 


place  of  tho  late  Mr.  W.   J.   Llewellyn. — Red 
Palmek. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  and  its  tribu- 
taries are  again  out  of  condition  for  angling.  Snow 
and  rain  have  brought  thora  down  very  muddy. 
The  weather  has  also  been  all  against  sport.  Here 
and  there  some  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken, 
and  a  pike  of  111b.  lOoz.  has  been  captured  at 
St.  Margaret's.  Mr.  Farrow,  water-bailiff  to  the 
Anglers'  Association,  has  placed  a  small  number  of 
very  fine  dace  and  roaeh  in  the  river  at  Hertford 
—  one  of  tho  dace  weighed  1  lb.  4oz.,  and  tho 
largest  roach  was  over  21b.  Anglers  are  con- 
si  lorably  exercised  over  the  Water  Board's  pro- 
posals to  build  a  new  intake  above  Broxbourne, 
and  to  turn  sewage  effluent  into  the  river.  The 
stream  is  already  very  low,  sluggish,  and  polluted 
in  tlio  summer,  and  it  is  feared  that  groat  harm 
will  bo  caused  to  the  fishery  if  more  water  is 
abstracted  from  it  in  the  upper  reaches. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Otter  (Badleierb  Salterton).  —  At  time  of 
reporting,  Feb.  14,  thoro  is  a  nice  head  of 
water  in  the  river,  and  it  is  suitable  for  fly-fish- 
ing. The  sharp  frosts,  however,  of  the  last 
few  'nights  .are  much  against  any  ^chance  of 
decent  sport.  A  few  days  ago,  a  rod  on  the 
public  water  here  creeled  nine  trout,  taken  on  the 
Blue  Upright  and  February  Red.  The  fish  averaged 
;}lb.  each,  and  considering  tho  earliness  of  the 
season  were  not  in  bad  condition,  but  large,  well- 
conditioned  trout  must  not  be  expected  for  two 
months  to  come.  Cheering  reports  as  to  the  stock 
of  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  have  been 
received,  but  too  much  hope  must  not  be  built  on 
thora  at  present. — HuaoN. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  water  here  is 
simply  perfect  as  regards  colour,  and  we  have  had 
a  good  quantity  of  fine  roach  taken  every  day, 
Mr.  Clements  getting  some  nice  ones,  and  Mr.  A. 
Clements  also  getting  some  good  pike.  Mr.  Parker 
has  been  well  among  tho  big  roach  here,  taking  a 
nice  lot  on  several  days,  the  largest  I  Jib.  On 
Tuesday  ho  had  sixteen  roach,  averaging  1  lb. 
Thoy  are  in  fine  condition  now. — A.  Scakd. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hnnts). — River  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  Some  fine  roach 
havo  been  brought  in  for  the  specimen  roach  prize, 
kindly  given  by  our  good  sporting  member,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Elsrnore.  Some  good  pike  are  being  taken  in 
several  reaches  of  the  river,  and  should  the  snow 
which  is  threatening  hold  off  we  ought  to  have 
some  good  results  to  chronicle  next  week. — Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  ChiolxeBter  Canal.— Rain, 
hail,  and  snow  have  been  experienced  during  the 
week,  with  frosts  in  the  early  mornings.  Rivers  are 
consequently  running  high  and  are  much  clouded. 
On  Feb.  8,  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove,  fishing  the  Ouse  at 
Barcombe  Mills,  secured  four  nice  roach  of  from 
lib.  4oz.  to  lib.  6oz.  On  Feb.  11,  Messrs.  Ablett 
and  Snelgrove  captured  a  few  roach  at  Barcombe 
Mills ;  and  Mr.  C.  Andrews,  fishing  at  Lewes, 
secured  a  dace  of  7^oz. — this  is  the  first  dace  seen 
in  the  lower  water  for  some  considerable  time.  I 
hear  of  a  nice  trout  of  over  61b.  being  taken  in  the 
tidal  water  at  Barcombe  Mills,  and  that  it  was  at 
once  returned  to  the  river.  The  Cuckmere  was 
visited  by  several  anglers  on  Feb.  11,  but  owing  to 
the  thick  water  nothing  was  taken.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  thick,  and  with  the  drainage  running 
in  anglers  have  held  aloof. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  hard  weather  has  almost  stopped 
angling,  few  rods  having  ventured  out.  The  Tyne 
about  three  weeks  ago  was  in  full  spate,  and  I  am 
satisfied  at  that  time  there  was  a  run  of  sprmg  fish, 
as  I  am  informed  on  good  authority  ;  there  is  a  good 
lot  of  salmon  in  the  Reed  water  ;  on  the  Coquet, 
Mr.  Herbert  killed  three  salmon  with  fly ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Mills  on  Feb.  0  killed  a  nice  12J  pounder,  which 
showed  plenty  of  fight ;  during  this  cold  weather  I 
advise  Spinning  Minnow. — Hy.  A.  Mubton. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Wensleydale,  Swaledale,  and  the 
adjacent  dales,  also  the  moorlands,  are .  at 
present  under  snow,  and  the  weather  is  very  wintry 
indeed.  Angling  has  been  very  uncertain  for  some 
days,  and  few  rods  have  been  seen  out.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  have  been  running  in  fairly 
good  trim,  and  in  the  districts  of  W^ensley,  Middle- 
ham,  and  Ulshaw  Bridge  a  few  nice  grayling  have 
been  caught.  Between  Middleham  and  Wensley  on 
Feb.  12  1  caught  some  nice  grayling  and  a  few  dace. 
We  had  the  grayling  for  breakfast.  The  Rev.  T. 
Murphy  has  been  having  some  good  sport  at 
Danby  on  the  Yore.  Few  anglers  have  been  seen 
on  the  Ripon  length,  and  between  the  Ripon  and 
Newby  Bridges  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  amongst  grayling  and  dace.  Mr.  M.  R. 
Thomas  caught  about  twenty  the  other  day.  The 
Rivor  Swale  has  been  rather  unsettled.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  in  the  upper  roaches  at 


Easby  and  Catterick,  and  a  few  have  been  seen 
at  Ainderby.  Sport  in  the  above  districts  has  only 
boon  moderate.  On  Saturday  last,  Messrs.  J.  H.  R. 
Bazley  and  Walker  caught  some  very  nice  roach. 
The  River  Nidd  has  been  in  fair  condition.  Very 
few  rods  have  been  out  on  tho  upper  reaches,  but 
in  tho  lower  reaches  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
at  Knaresborough,  Ribston,  and  Walshford  Bridge. 
At  the  latter  place,  Mr.  George  Brechen  had  twci 
small  pike  weighing  41b.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Fenwick  had 
half  a  dozen  grayling.  The  River  Wharfe  has  boon 
up  and  down  all  the  week.  All  the  grayling  waters 
in  the  upper  reaches  are  now  closed.  In  the  lower 
reaches,  voay  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out,  tho 
bust  sport  having  been  met  with  at  Boston  Spa, 
Newton  Kyme,  and  Tadcaster. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  angling  season  opened 
on  the  Beauly  on  Monday,  Feb.  12.  A  foot  of  snow 
lies  on  the  ground  on  the  banks  of  the  lower  reaches, 
and  fully  eighteen  inches  higher  up.  There  is  a 
splendid  appearance  of  soa-trout  in  the  tidal  waters, 
and  prospects  are  rosy.  A  larger  number  of  fry 
than  ever  before  have  been  hatched  in  the  large 
hatchery  at  the  Falls.  Sir  Edward  Grey  is  the  lessee 
of  the  Home  and  Falls  beats  for  April,  and  only 
two  days  prior  to  her  death,  the  late  lamented 
Lady  Grey  wrote  inquiring  as  to  its  prospects. 
Conon. — Angling  opened  on  the  Conon  in  Ross-shire 
on  Monday,  but  little  sport  was  obtained.  The 
river  is  low,  and  snow  lies  to  a  depth  of  Sin.  along 
the  banks.  From  tho  appearance  of  fish  in  the 
pools  good  sport  is  anticipated  when  the  snow  breaks 
up.  Although  not  good  for  past  two  seasons,  the 
Conon  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  best  early  salmon 
rivers' in  the  north  of  Scotland. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Although  the  Esk 
and  Liddle  Fisheries'  Association's  divisions  of 
those  rivers  did  not  open  for  the  season  until 
Feb.  15,  a  commencement  was  made  in  the  early 
part  of  last  week  in  the  private  waters.  An  attempt 
has  already  been  made  with  yellow  trout  fishing, 
but  the  weather  is  too  cold  as  yet,  and  tho  fish  are 
not  rising.  Mr.  Reed,  Arthuret,  fishing  in  the 
Double  Water,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  13Ib.  with 
fly,  and  Mr.  H.  Foster  a  new-run  fish  of  91b.  with  fly. 
A  fair  number  of  new  fish  are  in  the  lower  reaches, 
and  kelts,  which  are  not  numerous,  are  gradually 
descending  i  to  the  Firth.  The  frost  is  now  dis- 
appearing, but  the  country  is  wintry  looking,  yet 
the  various  streams  are  getting  into  angling  order  ; 
fly  fishing  only  is  permissible  on  the  Esk  up  to 
March  15,  below  Canonbie,  Glebelands,  and  for 
fly  fishing  only  on  the  remaining  waters  from 
March  15  till  May  1,  on  Esk  and  Liddle,  and  until 
1st  of  June  in  the  other  waters.  Bait  fishing  begins 
in  Esk  and  Liddle  on  May  1,  and  in  the  remaining 
waters  of  the  Association  on  June  1. — Gilnockie. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).  — The  salmon  net  fishing 
season  opened  in  the  river  Deveron  under  very  un- 
favourable circumstances.  The  stormy  weather 
experienced  for  several  days  before  the  commence- 
ment militated  against  a  favourable  start.  A  large 
quantity  of  snow  fell,  principally  in  the  upper  dis- 
tricts, and  on  Monday  the  water  rose  considerably, 
and  put  the  river  in  fair  spate,  which  is  greatly 
required  to  clear  away  the  accumulation  of  filth 
and  growth  of  water  plants  that  have  been  on  the 
beds  during  the  winter  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  river..  Early  on  Monday  morning  the  net 
fishermen  commenced  operations  with  the  sweep- 
nets  at  the  Raick  Cottages,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  entrance  to  the  river.  They  were 
fairly  successful  until  midday,  the  number  of  salmon 
landed  being  over  half-a-dozen,  and  as  many  sea- 
trout.  The  salmon  scaled  from  71b.  to  81b.,  and  the 
sea-trout  l|lb.  The  fish  are  of  excellent  quality, 
and  the  first  box  for  the  season  was  consigned  on 
Tuesday  to  the  market.  There  were  very  few  kelts 
to  be  seen  in  the  river. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Tay  (Eenmore,  N.B.). — On  the  Breadal- 
bane  Hotel  water,  on  Feb.  7,  Mr.  D.  Carson  caught 
a  salmon  of  181b.  On  Feb.  8,  Miss  Alma  Knight, 
one  of  201b.,  and  on  Feb.  9,  one  of  24lb.  On  Feb.  12, 
Mr.  Knight,  one  of  281b.  Loch  in  good  ply. — W. 
Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.   7,  Mr. 

Frank  Map  pin,  Sheffield,  landed  a  salmon,  171b.  ; 
Mr.  Hugh  Crawford,  Ayr,  one,  211b.;  Mr.  Clegg, 
Oldham,  one,  221b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Mackorie,  Ayr,  one, 
151b.  On  Feb.  8,  Mr.  W.  Mackorie,  Ayr,  two,  221b. 
and  201b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Clegg  Oldham,  one,  201b.  On 
Feb.  9,  Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  10, 
Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  one,  221b. ;  Mr.  Glen,  Glasgow, 
one,  191b.  On  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  one, 
181b. ;  Mr.  Lythall,  Leamington,  one,  161b. — H. 
Wright. 

Loch  Tay  (Lochay  Hotel).— On  Feb.  3,  Mr.  A. 
Menzies,  Edinburgh,  landed  two  salmon,  261b.  and 
191b.  ;  on  Feb.  5,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mudford,  Sheffield, 
landed  one  salmon,  221b. ;  on  Feb.  9,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Kelley,  Sheffield,  landed  one  salmon,  211b.;  on 
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TO 


FISH  HOOK  MANUFACTURERS 
AND  DEALERS. 


It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  t-hat  Fish 
Hooks  are  bein^  sold  in  imitation  of  our  Patent 
Perfect  Model  Fish  Hook," 

NOW  WE  HEREBY  GIVE  NOTICE  that  it  is 
our  intention  to  take  proceedings  forthwith 
against  persons  or  prms  infringing  our  patent 
rights  in  respect  of  the  above-mentioned  "Perfect 
Model  Fish  Hook." 

Dated  this  6th  day  of  February,  1906. 

(Signed) 

S,  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Limited, 

S.  ALLCOCK,  Director. 

Standaril  Works, 

REDDITCH., 


If  a  PENNY  FLY  is  good  enough  for  you 

DON'T  TROUBLE 

to  read  this. 

IF  NOT, 

Get  the  best  that  money  will  procure. 
In  respect  to  the  principal  component  part^ 

THE  HOOK, 

nothing  can  approach  our  3114 

"  HAI¥ISV3ERED  HOOKS" 

for  strength,  appearance,  and  quick 
penetration. 


THE  ORIGINAL 


Quality  3114.   Actual  Sizes. 


Manufactured  by  .  . 


Hy.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Ltd. 


CORDING'S 

Estd.  1839.         (J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.) 

/      /;  ///  /  WADING 


TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  P8CCADILLY  { ^S%rr%.%.). 

BFaneh  :  S5.  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Copner  of  Jermjm  St.>,  S.W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— fiui  EDWARD  BIEKBEC'K,  BART. 

Eefiuced  Fares  South  Eastern  aud  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  eacli  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Presideat^LOnD  GEORGE  HAJIILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldei.sgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvcdon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Lilirary  at  the  disposal 
(]f  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 
skcketauy. 

Suhscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Ri.ghts  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.),  including 
the  Harefield  fishery.  Re-stocked  in  1904  with 
3,000  fish,  recently  with  2,80n  more.  Country 
Head(|uai  ters,  Fislieries  Hotel,  Harefield  (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).  Meetings  eacli  Wed- 
ne.sday,  at  9  ]i.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


15th  TEAR, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(15th  TEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 


"Le  Pecheur." 

Ofpce :  10,  Rub  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  lOs.Gd.  YEARLY. 


TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

o  „o  ^241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

"^""^"'^^"Us.  lJUEEN  VICTORIA  ST..  E.G. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  ba 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Z\)c  jfisbina  (Bajette, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 


Address  the  Proprietors— 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO. 

Limited, 

St.  Dnnstan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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Feb.  10,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mudford,  Sheffield,  landed  one 
salmon  281b.  Weather  very  stormy. — W.  Bennktt. 

Lyon  (Fortiug'all  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
•water,  on  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had 
a  salmon  of  201b. ;  on  Feb.  8.  he  took  another  of 
191b.  ;  Colonel  Bnlpett,  Derby,  had  one  of  14lb.  ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Rigby,  Leicester,  had  one  of  22Jlb ;  Mr.  R. 
H.  Ramiden,  Bo^^ton  Spa,  Yorks,  had  one  of  171b.  ; 
and  on  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  had  one  of  221b. 
During  the  past  week,  the  river  has  been  quite  un- 
fishable,  owing  to  severe  frost  and  snow,  only  a  few 
of  the  deep  pools  in  the  Glen  being  in  ply. — 
R.  Stjswart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Only  two  fish  wore 
got  on  the  opening  day.  Mr.  Lindsay,  Lincoln,  had 
"fir.it  blood"  with  a  fish  of  81b.,  while  Mr.  Bush 
had  one  of  the  same  weight.  The  other  rods  out 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Mr.,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Parker- 
Rhodes,  Major  Bethune,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dugdale, 
On  the  Ballater  fection  fish  are  forward  in  large 
numbers.  On  the  Kincardine  waters  Mr.  Hare  had 
one  on  Feb.  12,  and  Mr.  King  one  on  Feb.  13,  81b. 
and  91b.  respectively.  On  the  Ballogio  section, 
Mr.  Cooper  has  taken  a  rod  on  the  Cultor  water 
along  with  Mr.  Chalmers,  but  nothing  wa-!  done  on 
this  or  any  other  sections  on  the  opening  day. 
On  the  Cairnton  waters  two  fish  were  creeled  on 
Tuesday  by  Lord  Penrhyn's  keepers.  Don. — Very 
little  has  been  yet  attempted  on  the  Don.  Tlie 
Dee  fishings  did  not  yield  so  well  on  account  of  the 
storm.  The  prospects  of  a  good  spring  season  both 
to  anglers  and  netters  never  were  bettor  with 
average  favourable  weather. — G.  M. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  a  severe  snowstorm  the  conditions  for  the 
opening  of  the  salmon  fishing  on  Feb.  12  were 
anything  but  favourable,  grilse  being  very  much 
in  evidence.  From  Fochabers  Lord  Bnrkeloy 
Paget,  General  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home,  Captain 
P.  L.  Wood,  D.S.O.,  Mr.  Hay-Wood,  and  Mr. 
William  Menzies,  Arndilly,  were  early  on  the 
river.  Notwithstanding  the  backward  condi- 
tions these  anglers  met  with  encouragement. 
The  netting,  like  the  rod  fishing,  was  much  inter- 
fered with  by  "  grue,"  but  results  went  to  show  that 
salmon  are  plentiful.  The  spawning  season  was 
favourable,  and  an  unusually  largo  numbar  of 
spawned  fish  are  reported  to  ba  in  the  rivor 
at  present.  A  few  fresh-run  fish  have  also  been 
observed,  and  the  probability  that  there  has  already 
been  a  run  of  spring  fish  in  considerable  numbers 
may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  seals  have  been 
seen  in  the  rivor  at  more  than  one  spot.  With  the 
water  running  high  for  most  of  the  winter,  fish  have 
had  every  chance  of  getting  well  up  the  river,  so 
that  if  the  weather  is  anything  like  favourable  a 
good  spring  fishing  should  be  got.  On  the  Fochabers 
section  of  the  river,  prospects  are  said  to  be  brighter 
tfian  they  have  been  for  years. — J.  M. 

Tay.- — The  weather  throughout  the  past  week  has 
been  cold  and  stormy,  with  occasional  showers  of 
snow.    The  river,  however,  was  in  good  ply,  and 
fine  sport  continues  to  be  obtained.    The  following 
is  a  note  of  the  principal  catches  for  week  ending 
Feb.  13: — Grandtully  and  Findynate. — Mr.  F. 
A.  Duhs  fishing  this  stretch  killed  one  salmon 
of  27^1b.   on  Feb.  10,   and  another  of  221b  on 
Feb  12,  and  Major  Scott  one  of  161b.  on  Feb.  9. 
Aberfeldy. — Fishing  theBreadalbane  Hotel  water 
on  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Robertson  sot  one  fish  of  17lb.  and 
another  of  181b.  on  Feb.  12.    Edbadynate. — Mr. 
D.  Maopherson  killed  one  fish  of  2Hlb.  onFeb.  7, 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  one  of  141b.  on  Feb.  7, 
and  another  of  181b.  on  Feb.  12.    Dalgtjise. — • 
Fishing  this  water  on  Feb.  7.  Mr.  H.  J.  Pearith 
captured  one  fiih  of  151b.,  and  another  of  171b.  on 
Feb.   10;   and  Mr.  T.  Hartley  one  fish  of  15lb. 
on  Feb.    13.     Ballechin.— Mr.   G.   W.  Wolff's 
boatman  killed  one  fish  of  231b.  on  Feb.  13.  Upper 
and  Lower  Dunkecd. — Colonel  W.  P.  Phillpotts 
caught  one  fish  (231b.)  on  Feb.  7,  and  another  of 
171b.  on  Feb.  12  ;  while  Mr.  G.  J.  Crane  had  one  of 
221b.  on  Feb.  7,  and  another  of  161b.  on  Feb.  12. 
MuRTHLY. — Fishing  the  reserved  water  on  Feb.  9, 
Capt.  Wemyss  killed  two  fish  of  171b.  and  181b. 
Dklvine. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graeme  Whitelaw,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Feb.  6,  killed  three  fish  of  161b.,  181b., 
and  201b.    Islamouth. — Mr.  R.  J.  Younger  got  one 
fish,  171b.  on  Jan.  31.     Upper  and  Lower  Stan- 
ley.— Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  got  three  fish,  22lb.  101b., 
and  91b.,  on  Feb.  7  ;  one,  171b.,  on  Feb.  8,  and  three 
— two  of  241b.,    and  one  of   9^1b. — on  Feb.  12. 
Benchill  and  Burnmouth. — Mr.  Harry  Anderson 
killed  three  fish  of  20lb.,   17Jlb.,  and  161b.,  on 
Feb.  7,  and  two  of  141b.  and  11  lb.,  on  Feb.  9,  while 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  got  one  of  23lb.  on  Feb.  8. 
Battleby. — Mr.  H.  Glen  Coats  and  Mr.  A.  R. Trotter 
got  one  fish  of  101b  on  Feb.  8,  and  another  of  21Jlb. 
on  Feb.  9,  while  the  boatman  killed  one  17^1b. 
on  Feb.    10,   and  another  of  201b.  on  Feb.  II. 
LuNCARTY.  —  Miss    Burt-Mar.shall,   of  Luncarcy, 
killed  one  salmon  of  221b.  on  Feb.  8.,  being  her 
first  salmon.    TVmmel. — Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  fishing 


the  Faskally  water  on  Feb.  13,  killed  a  fine  fish  of 
161b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 

Salmon  fishing  in  the  upper  regions,  which  began  so 
flourishing,  has  been  interrupted  during  the  past 
week  by  wintry  gales,  frost,  and  floods,  but  the 
rivers  are  again  in  good  order.  Angling  with  the 
minnow  starts  on  Feb.  15,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  an  increase  of  fish  caught. 
Ednam  House  Water  (on  the  junction). — On 
Feb.  13,  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  caught  two  salmon,  9lb. 
and  81b.  Makerstoun. — On  Feb.  7,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Murray  caught  one  of  71b.  Sprgustont. — On 
Feb.  2,  Mr.  Parrington  caught  two  salmon,  .5Jlb. 
and  4ilb.  ;  on  Feb.  3,  one  of  4Jlb.  ;  on  Feb.  12, 
two  of  61b.  and  91b.  Birgham. — On  Feb.  6,  Dr. 
Dinsraore,  one  of  91b.,  and  Lord  Dunglass  one  of  I51b. 
Ou  Feb.  10,  Lord  Dunglass  one  of  lOJlb.,  and  Mr. 
A.  D.  Macdonald,  two  salmon,  lO^lb.  and  81b. 
Carham. — On  Feb.  6,  Capt.  Burrell,  one  salmon  of 
lOlb.  ;  on  Feb.  7,  one  of  l(tlb.,  and  Mr.  Gordon 
Wilson,  one  of  91b.  Twizel. — On  Feb.  2,  Mr. 
L  itham  caught  one  of  71b.,  Mr.  Gowan  Taylor,  one 
of  91b. ;  on  Feb.  8,  Mr.  Wood  one  of  101b.  ;  on 
Fob.  10,  Dr.  Rutherford,  one  salmon  of  101b. 
NoRHAM. — On  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Sherriff,  one  of  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Forsyth,  one  of  161b.  ;  on  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Brown, 
one  of  SJlb.  ;  on  Fob.  6,  Mr.  Tait,  one  of  6ilb. — 

M\X  WHEEL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  (Kilrea).  — The  past  spawning  season  on  the 

tributaries  of  the  Bann  was  the  poorest  experienced 
for  many  years,  few  salmon  having  ascended  to  the 
best  breeding  sections.  This  was  caused  by  the  low 
state  of  the  water,  which  continued  during  the 
whole  spawning  period,  only  a  few  small  freshets 
having  occurred  at  long  intervals  by  which  fish  were 
only  able  to  ascend  as  far  as  the  middle  reaches, 
where  they  were  easily  caught  by  poachers,  who  left 
few  to  return  to  the  main  river.  After  one  of  these 
freshets  which  came  down  on  Dec.  20,  500  salmon 
were  takenfromasectionof  theCladyatPortglenone, 
which  did  not  exceed  one  mile  in  length.  Many  of 
the  other  streams  were  unprotected,  and  neither 
trout  nor  salmon  escaped.  There  were  over  200 
fish  caught  and  brought  to  the  ponds  of  the 
hatchery  at  Kilrea,  and  the  ova  placed  on  the  trays. 
The '6  fi<h  were  easily  obtained  from  the  pools 
below  the  weirs  on  the  lower  sections  of  the  Agivie 
and  Moyola,  where  they  had  congregated  in  the 
low  state  of  the  water.  It  may  now  be  reasonably 
asked,  will  any  of  the  dwarfed  productions  from 
this  ova-de=troying  establishment  ever  return  from 
the  sea  ?  No  proof  has  yet  been  forthcoming,  and 
it  is  not  likely  there  ever  will  be.  One  has  been 
in  operation  on  the  Mourne  since  1896,  and  fewer 
fish  ascended  in  19J5  than  in  any  season  during  the 
pi'eceding  twenty  years.  Salmon  are  getting  scarcer 
on  the  Bann  every  season,  and  if  netting  is  not 
limited  in  its  operations  and  better  protection  given 
to  the  fish  while  on  the  spawning  beds,  anglers  may 
cease  visiting  this  river  with  any  hope  of  obtaining 
sport.  Troutare  very  scarce,  but  the  river  is  high,  and 
where  it  continues  full  during  February  and  March 
many  fi->h  drop  down  stream  from  Lough  Neagh,  and 
the  reaches  at  Ivilreaand  Portglenone  remain  stocked 
during  the  coming  summer.  The  season  will  open 
on  March  1,  but  no  sport  need  be  expected  with 
trout  on  the  shallows  before  the  middle  of  Ap  il, 
when  should  the  water  be  low  enough  they  will 
begin  to  rise  to  the  fly.  The  best  catches  are 
obtained  on  the  Clady  at  Portglenone,  Moyola, 
Ballinderry,  Maine,  and  the  other  tributaries  during 
March  and  April. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  uutt  District. — A  few  brace  of  trout 
have  been  killed  on  Trooper  Lane  Basin  since  the 
season  opened.  Up  to  date,  the  rainbows  in  the 
Antrim  Road  Ba^ia  have  not  responded  freely  to 
the  fly,  most  of  the  fish  ha\'ing  taken  the  worm. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Jilackwater  (oo.  Cork). — Heavy  falls  of  snow 
have  put  the  river  in  flood.  Weather  very  cold  and 
greatly  against  fishing.  On  the  Ballyduff  fishery 
the  fishermen  landed  three  salmon, 101b.,  201b.,  21  lb.; 
on  the  Kilbarry  water,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 
three,  141b.,  151b.,  191b.,  and  the  fisherman  one,281b.; 
on  the  Glenmore  water  Colonel  Simpson  one  451b. ; 
on  the  Mocollop  water  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger  three, 
111b.,  161b.,  18lb. ;  and  on  the  Ballynaroon  water 
Mr.  G.  H.  Logan  two,  121b.  and  20lb. — William 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Buudrowes  (oo.  Donegal). — Heavy  snow  and 
frost  continued  in  this  locality  during  all  the  past 
week,  and  in  consequence  little  fishing  has  been 
done.  The  keeper  (T.  Gilroy),  since  last  report, 
landed  two  fresh  run  salmon  of  121b.  and  91b. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Deel  (Limerick). — Only  six  fish  caught  since 
Feb.  1,  although  ttie  river  is  in  splendid  condition. 
The  weather  has  been  very  cold.  The  salmon  that 
arrived  last  month  seem  to  have  moved  far  up  the 
river,  as  J  hoar  a  good  number  weye  t^aken  about 


three  miles  up.  The  snow  that  is  falling  just  now 
will  cause  a  flood,  after  which  prospects  may  bo 
brighter.  For  three  days  I  have  fished  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  beautiful  fishing  ground  without 
a  single  bite  from  either  .salmon,  pike,  perch,  or  eel. 
However,  is  it  sursum  corda  ? — Tyro. 

Eillamey  — The  season  opened  on  Feb.  1,  and 
sport  has  been  much  below  the  mark.  A  few  good 
salmon  and  brown  trout  have  been  had  however. 
Prospects  are  brighter  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  Biiver  (oo.  Cork). — Sport  has  been  poor 
during  the  week.  River  just  now  in  high  snow- 
flood,  and  as  long  as  the  present  cold  weather 
continues  no  improvement  can  be  looked  for.  At 
C;irrigadrohid,  Mr.  F.  St.  Leger  Carter  had  throe 
salmon,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  101b.  On  Classas,  Inspector- 
General  Fitzgerald,  one,  81b.  On  Fargus,  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Curtis,  R.  A.M.C.,  one,  121b.  On  the  Carbery 
water,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one,  81b.  At  Inniscarra, 
Mr.  J.  McAuliffe,  one,  4Jlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  O'Callaghan, 
one,  101b.  On  the  Carrigrohane  Fishery,  Captain 
Reiss,  two,  91b.,  131b  At  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  R. 
Murphy,  one,  161b.,  and  Mr.  J.  O'Donnoll,  one, 
8^1  b. — VViLLtAM  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iion^ii  Carrann,  etu  ( Wacamxie,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  poor,  but  the  weather  has  been 
generally  wild,  and  on  one  day  no  angling  was 
possible.  On  Feb.  9,  Ned  Dennehy  caught  a  salmon 
of  101b.,  and  Mick  Brennan,  one  of  lO^lb.  On  the 
same  day,  Stephen  Huggard,  jun.,  cauglit  a  rainbow 
trout  weighing  51b. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — The  fishing  on  the 
river  for  the  past  few  days  was  poor  owing  to  a  fall 
of  snow  and  heavy  rain,  but  the  weather  is  settled 
again  and  the  water  is  clearing  off.  Some  fish- 
ing may  be  got  in  a  few  days.  There  were  some 
good  baskets  of  trout  got  on  the  Bunree  and  down 
the  estuary.  All  the  lakes  are  too  high  at  present. 
— John  Devers. 

Hoy,  Xiongtia  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Snow  fell  here  during  most  part  of  the 
week — therefore,  little  salmon  angling  has  been 
done.  On  the  Bunree  and  lower  reaches  of  the 
Moy  some  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got ;  best 
basket,  91b.  The  river  is  at  present  very  high,  and 
a  good  many  spring  salmon  must  be  making  their 
way  into  the  loughs.  Already  a  good  number  of 
salmon  should  be  in  the  loughs  owing  to  the  high 
water  before  the  season  opened.  Most  of  the  above 
trout  were  got  on  the  fly.  One  trout  angler  got  nine 
very  nice  trout  with  the  spoon. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconn«tll). — The  water  has  risen 
somewhat  during  the  week,  and  the  weather  has 
become  colder,  with  soma  frost  and  show.  On 
Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  301b. 
and  361b. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  aud  Iiouffh  Dertf  (Klllaloe). — Having 
been  confined  to  my  house  for  the  last  seven  weeks 
through  illness,  I  cannot  say  how  the  opening 
month  has  behaved  on  the  river,  but  I  believe  only 
indifiorently,  the  water  having  been  too  high.  But 
the  water  is  in  better  trim  now,  so  at  least  the 
fishermen  tell  me. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  has  been  wild  and 
cold,  and  very  few  boats  have  been  out.  Pollack 
are  reported  numerous  at  a  few  places. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (tbe  f  ier>. — Fishing  results  have  proved 
very  indifferent  for  the  last  ten  days,  although  at 
times  the  water  has  been  of  first-rate  colour,  and 
the  weather  all  that  could  be  desired.  A 
strong  north  -  west  wind  prevailed  on  Feb.  9, 
and  Mr.  Stock  and  Mr.  Clapp  fished  on  that 
day  with  scant  success.  No  one  braved  the  incle- 
ment elements  on  Feb.  10,  and  only  one  angler 
tried  his  skill  on  the  following  day,  but  no  result 
was  forthcoming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mrs. 
Dodd.  Capt.  Dicks,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Clapp,  Mr.  Pur- 
kiss,  Mr.  Branscombe,  and  Mr.  Bushnell  all  fished 
for  several  hours  on  Feb.  12,  but  very  poor  sport 
was  experienced,  and  the  day's  catch  only 
amounted  to  a  few  dozen  pouting,  dabs,  and  codling. 
Captain  Dicks,  fishing  near  Sandown  Castle  on  Feb. 
13,  caught  six  codlings  and  one  flounder,  but  pier 
anglers  Wc-re  not  at  all  successful.  No  improvement 
was  observable  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  the  fishing 
at  the  present  time  may  be  considered  as  at  its 
worst. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Iilandudno. — The  weather  has  prevented  rod 
fisliing  for  some  weeks,  but  on  Feb.  14  three 
members,  Messrs.  R.  Dunphy,  J.  Roberts,  and 
Howel  Jones,  had  a  very  successful  time  of  it  for  an 
hour  or  so  at  the  turn  of  the  tide.  They  caught 
twenty-four  codling  weighing  from  lib.  to  3Jlb., 
three  dozen  whiting,  and  half  dozen  flatfish  (small). 
The  hand-liners  aro  also  having  some  good  sport 
oft  the  pier,  one  member  landing  several  flatfish 
and  whuing,  and  onje  cod  8lb.  The  first  boat 
competition  this  year  will  be  held  on  Fob.  21. — 
HowEL  Jones. 
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Plymouth. — In  this  month  dabs  and  other  flat- 
fish are  in  their  prime,  and  continue  so  until  March 
and  April.  They  spawn  in  May  and  J une,  and,  of 
course,  are  out  of  season.  In  this  month  mackerel 
begin  to  make  their  appearance,  and  are  in  fine 
condition.  Fishermen  used  not  to  look  for  these 
fish  so  early  on  the  south-west  coast,  but  lately 
the  mackerel  seiners  have  commenced  operations 
much  earlier,  and  have  been  well  rewarded  for  their 
pains.  The  trout  fishing  that  used  to  start  in  this 
month  has  been  put  off  to  a  month  later,  and  I 
think  it  Ls  much  better,  because  the  fish  were  very 
rarely  in  good  condition  so  early  in  the  season  on 
accovmt  of  no  food. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Plenty  of  sport  with  codling. 
Mr.  Houghton  fourteen,  going  171b.  Mr.  Branston, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Woodley,  71b.  Mr.  J.  J.  Robinson,  dabs, 
and  others  have  done  well.  On  Feb.  10,  plenty  of 
wild  fowl  and  divers  about,  but  very  wild,  and 
cannot  be  got  at. — J.  R.  RoBiNSOif  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymonth. — The  weather  has  again  been  rather 
treacherous  lately — one  day  fine  and  one  wet — 
that  I  have  still  very  little  to  report.  In  fact,  the 
only  sport  to  be  had  with  any  certainty  is  in  the 
harbour  and  from  the  pier,  where  bass  are  still  on 
feed.  They  average  £lb.  to  1  lb.  in  weight,  and  in 
the  evenings  on  the  flood  tide  some  dozen  or 
twenty  anglers  may  be  found  busy  with  rod  and 
line  capturing  the  silvery  fish.  The  weather  has 
been  too  vmsettled  for  angling  in  the  bay  from 
boats,  although  a  few  pollack  have  been  taken  just 
outside  the  harbour.  The  weather  at  time  of 
writing  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  may  it 
continue  so. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


CITY  OF  LOXDOX  PISCATOKIAL 
SOCIETY. 


The  fovirth  annual  general  meeting  of  this 
flotirishing  society  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern 
on  Tuesday  last.  There  was  a  very  good  attend- 
ance, Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  taking  the  chair. 

After  a  short  introductory  and  congratulatory 
speech  from  the  chairman  referring  to  the  report, 
and  the  reading  of  the  financial  statement  and 
balance-sheet  by  the  hon.  secretary,  the  meeting 
unanimously,  and  with  enthusiasm,  adopted  the 
report,  balance-sheet,  and  statement  of  accounts  as 
presented,  which  showed,  indeed,  a  most  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs — including  increased  membership, 
larger  income,  and  a  bigger  cash  balance  in  hand. 

The  election  of  officials  then  took  place,  Mr.  F.  B. 
Mildmay  as  president,  the  Hon.  W.  Baring,  Messrs. 
C.  H.  Cook,  R.  B.  Marston,  Wm.  Senior,  and 
Dr.  Ladell  as  vice-presidents,  and  all  other  officials 
being  re-elected.  As  regards  the  committee,  Messrs. 
W.  J .  Clark  and  H.  G.  Lee  were  elected  in  place  of 
Messrs.  Begernie  and  Salisbury,  who  retired. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  which  succeeded,  the 
following  fishing  reports  were  made : — Mr.  G.  C. 
Grammer,  fifteen  jack,  totalling  901b.,  best  four 
about  I21b.  each  ;  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee,  jack,  41b.,  from 
Rickmansworth ;  Mr.  Hurren,  two  perch  ;  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  fifteen  dabs  and  one  codling,  from  South- 
end. A  gentleman  was  nominated  for  membership, 
ballot,  Feb.  27. 

Mr.  John  W arne  made  an  interesting  proposal  to 
the  meeting  regarding  the  establishment  of  a  special 
C.L.P.S.  challenge  cup — this  will  be  considered  by 
the  committee. 

The  fine  pike  of  181b.,  taken  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon, 
at  Ringwood,  was  on  view,  having  been  beautifully 
set  up  by  Messrs.  Anstiss,  Mr.  Loneon — who  was 
not  present  last  week — receiving  from  the  chairman 
the  large  medal  of  the  society  for  this  fine  fish. 

The  usual  toast  of  the  C.L.P.S.  having  received  a 
specially  hearty  reception,  enthusiastic  vote?  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Grubb,  for  his  very  able  and  genial 
chairmanship  of  both  meetings,  closed  the  pro- 
ceedings. Hon.  Sec. 


SALMON  POACHING  ON  THE  TWEED. 


Poaching  cases  have  been  unusually  numerous 
on  the  upper  roaches  of  the  Tweed  recently,  owing 
to  the  large  numbers  of  spawning  fish  in  the  river 
and  the  facility  with  which  they  were  caught  with 
rake-hooks  and  lights  in  consequence  of  the  occa- 
sional low  state  of  the  waters.  At  the  Peebles- 
shire Sheriff  Court  on  Friday,  Feb.  2,  nine  cases 
were  tried  and  found  proven,  involving  seventeen 
offenders.  The  offences  consisted  chiolly  of  using 
rako-hooks,  cleiks,  and  lights,  and  having  salmon 
in  possession  during  the  close  season.  In  one  case 
a  man  named  Borrowman,  belonging  to  Peebles, 
was  fined  £0  14.s.  Gd.  for  having  a  net  in  his  pos- 
session, and  another  named  Macfarlano  was  fined 
£5  123.  Od.  for  a  similar  offence.  They  had  been 
proviou.sly  convicted.  Their  companions  were  fined 
ll  12s.  6d.  each.    In  all  the  fines  imposed  and  paid 
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amounted  to  £33.  At  the  Roxburghshire  Court 
on  Tuesday,  Feb.  6,  ten  cases  were  tried,  in  which 
also  seventeen  offenders  were  involved.  The  fines 
imposed  varied  from  £1  to  £3  14s.  Two  men, 
named  Richardson  and  McLauchlan,  from  Hawick, 
were  each  fined  £3  13s.  for  taking  thirteen  fish  from 
the  Rule  water  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  two  from  Galashiels,  named  McKay  and 
Wemyss,  were  fined  £3  14s.  each  for  fishing  with 
cleiks  an-"  lights  in  the  Tweed.  All  the  culprits 
hailed  from  the  towns  of  Hawick,  Galashiels,  and 
Jedburgh.  The  fines  amounted  in  all  to  £42  8s., 
or  an  average  of  nearly  £2  lOs.  against  each 
offender. — Tweedside  in  the  Field. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  SociExy. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £4,  Park  A.S. ;  £1  7s.,  Bloomsbury 
Brothers;  and  £10  143.,  Mr.  Wade,  on  account  of 
Lea  competition.  The  next  competition  will  take 
place  at  Rye  House  or  its  vicinity  on  March  18. 
Messrs.  Wade  and  Woodruff  have  the  arrange- 
ments in  hand,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
friends  who  will  give  prizes. — W.  H.  Barbee, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  ordinary  meeting  on  Feb.  7  Mr.  E. 
Blagrave  was  in  the  chair.  It  was  decided  that  the 
final  round  for  the  club  cup  should  be  fished  off  on 
March  11  in  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's 
water.  A  new  member  was  elected.  On  Feb.  8 
over  eighty  members  and  friends  assembled  at  our 
London  headquarters,  the  occasion  being  a  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  given  by  our  host,  Mr. 
Councillor  Sparks,  in  a  billiard  handicap  recently 
promoted  by  him.  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided 
during  the  first  part  of  the  programme,  and  Mr. 
Sparks  during  the  second  part.  In  the  course  of 
the  evening  Messrs.  J.  Brown,  B.  Cross,  Cullin,  J. 
Marks,  Hill,  Williams,  Edmunds,  and  others  kindly 
contributed  to  the  musical  part  of  the  proceeding-; ; 
also  Mr.  Wood  Barrett  (baritone),  who  was  in  his 
best  form  and  greatly  pleased  his  audience  ;  Miss 

D.  Lyall  (humorous)  also  gave  valuable  assistance. 
Between  parts  one  and  two  of  the  programme 
Mr.  Sparks  distributed  the  prizes  above  referred 
to,  Mr.  Banks  (Blenheim  A.S.)  receiving  the  first 
prize,  a  gold  watch;  Mr.  Zell  (Blenheim  A.S.)  the 
second,  a  marble  clock ;  and  Mr.  Price  the  third,  a 
case  of  whiskey.  Mr.  Sparks  announced  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  organise  another  handicap  very 
shortly,  and  to  give  other  valuable  prizes  for  com- 
patition — he  received  a  hearty  ovation.  A  most 
successful  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  so  kindly  given 
their  services,  followed  by  the  National  Anthem. — 

E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Societv. 
On  St.  Valentino's  Day  the  society  held  one  of 
its  informal  smoking  concerts  at  the  Fetter-lane 
Rooms,  but  no  trace  was  to  be  found  in  the  reper- 
toire of  tho  old  saint's  love-making  propensity. 
Songs  national  and  imperial  there  were,  all  loyal ; 
the  sea  and  its  men,  fishing  and  its  men,  the  joys  of 
sport  and  .tho  charm  of  good  companionship  and 
fellowship  wor(i  the  subjects  of  most  of  the  songs. 
Tho  entertainment  committee  pulled  together  a 
thoroughly  qualified  scratch  team  of  entertainers, 
and  tho  music  and  the  fun  went  fast  and  furious 
under  tho  delicate  and  sympathetic  handling  of 


the  chairman,   Mr.   George  Road  Clarke.  With 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Edgar's  two  performances, 
received,  as  ever,  with  cordial  pleasure  from  their 
ever  constant  accompanist,  tho  entertainment  was 
entirely  vocal — Messrs.  Chalk,  Shipway,  Hancocks, 
Turner,  Lawrence  and  Arthur  Crisfield.  Dr.  Boyton, 
W.  K.  Summers,  Elms  and  Malpas,  John  Ray  and 
Val  Hunter,  with  song  and  recitation,  and  a  "short 
story,"  filled  the  bill,   tho  recitation  from  Sam 
Lover's  "  Handy  Andy."    "The  Officer's  Watch" 
was  exceedingly  well  rendered  by  Mr.  Val  Hunter 
— the  "  English  as  it  is  '  Spoke'  by  a  Frenchman" 
was  well  received.     Mr.  John  Ray  also  scored 
heavily.     Mr.  W.  :  K.   Summsrs  sang  "  Beauty's 
Eyes"  splendidly.     Tho  annual  meeting  will  bo 
held  On  Feb.  28,  at  7.30  p.m.,  when  the  report  and 
accounts   for   last  year  will  be  submitted,  and 
all  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 
Members  were  urged  to  make  early  application  for 
dinner  tickets  for  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Cecil  on 
March  21,  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Churchill  in 
the  chair,  and  the  Lord  Dosborough  in  the  vice- 
chair,  supported,  among  others,   by  Sir  George 
Doughty,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Mackworth  B.  Praod,  two 
of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  society. — H.  P. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C  F.  F.  Buckingham  presided  at  the  ad- 
journed special  meeting,  convened  to  consider  the 
proposed  revised  rules,  and  such  good  progress  was 
made  that  the  work  is  now  practically  complete. 
I  am  afraid  I  did  not  make  it  clear  in  my  report  of 
last  week  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("Trent  Otter") 
has  kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  on  Feb.  27,  at 
8  p.m.    The  subject  is  one  full  of  interest,  and  a 
good  attendance  is   confidently  expected.  The 
annual  dinner    (to  which    reference    was  made 
last  week)  will  have  for  its  chairman  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  the  society's  president.    Members  should 
note  the  date,  Tuesday,  March  27,  and  arrange 
accordingly.      Fishing    reports   were  very  poor, 
though  the  weather,  changeable  as  it  was,  did  not 
prevent  several  members  going  out  in  search  of 
sport.    Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  however,  was  rewarded 
by  a  good  take  of  pike,  none  of  them  were  of  great 
size.     The  report  from  the  bailiff  at  Kelvedon 
shdwed  that  the  water  there  on  Feb.  1 2  was  out  of 
order  and  quite  unfit  for  fishing.    This  must  not  be 
taken  as  an  indication  of  its  state  now  as  it  quickly 
fines  down,  when  sport  is  generally  good. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
During  the  winter  months,  when  the  riverside  is 
not  so  pleasant  as  the  club-room  fire,  our  meetings 
are  generally  well  attended.  This  was  not  the  case 
on  Feb.  14,  when  a  pleasant  evening  was  spent 
discussing  various  suggestions  for  the  advancement 
and  improvement  of  the  society.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood 
was  in  the  chair,  and  perfect  harmony  prevailed 
under  his  genial  mastership.  A  draft  of  the  Metro- 
politan Water  Board  Lea  Valley  Bill  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  inspection  of  members,  and 
energetic  support  will  be  given  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff in  any  action  he  may  deem  advisable  to  take 
in  the  matter.  Angling  reports  were  poor,  not  a 
single  fish  of  our  specimen  size  having  been  recorded 
since  our  last  meeting.  Let  us  hope  that  more 
settled  climatic  conditions  may  soon  prevail,  and 
give  all  anglers  encouragement  to  visit  their 
favourite  haunts  by  river  and  stream  at  least  once 
more  before  the  close  of  the  season.  Mr.  R.  G. 
Robinson's  record  dace  of  1  lb.  6oz.  is  now  on 
view  at  headquarters,  and  all  anglers  should  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Bed- 
ford Head  Hotel  and  seeing  this  unique  specimen, 
which  was  pronounced  by  the  members  present  to 
be  a  true  dace  and  one  of  the  grandest  fish  it  had 
ever  been  their  good  fortune  to  see. — G.  R. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Gardner  presided  on  Feb.  13.  Will  members 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  attend  our  social 
evening  on  Feb.  20,  at  which  friends  are  cordially 
invited.  Mr.  Williams  has  taken  a  few  jack,  spin- 
ning.— O.  S.  G.  (Sec,  pro  tern.). 

Piscatorial  Society. 
At  Monday's  meeting  the  president,  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  was  in  the  chair.  There  were,  however,  no 
reports  of  successful  angling  to  hand.  Mr.  de 
Courcy  stated  that  on  the  Colne  at  Uxbridge  the 
weather  was  exceedingly  rough,  added  to  which  it 
was  terribly  cold  during  part  of  the  time  he  was  on 
the  water.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  roach 
would  feed,  and  they  certainly  were  entirely 
quiescent.  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell  and  A.  C.  Poole 
were  nearly  blown  into  the  Itchen  whilst  trying  for 
grayling  at  Brambridge.  The  waves  were  a  foot 
high  in  places,  and  the  little  hut,  wliich  proved  a 
welcome  shelter  from  the  blast,  rocked  almost  as  if 
it  would  collapse.  No  grayling  were  taken,  but 
several  brace  of  good  trout  were  landed  and  re- 
turned. A  few  flies  hatched  out — ^principally  Dark 
Olives — but  tho  grayling  refused  to  be  enticed  by 
them. — Hon.  Sec. 
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^offings  bg  tf)e  iSae- 


jSre  a  leaf  is  on  the.  hush. 
In  the  time  before  the  thrush 
Has  a  thought  about  its  neat, 
Thou  wilt  come  with  half  a  call. 
Spreading  out  thy  glossy  breast. 
Like  a  careless  prodigal — 
Telling  tales  about  the  sun 
When  we've  little  warmth  or  none. 

— Wm.  Worosworth. 


AValtkr  McBriue,  fishorman,  writes  me  from 
Teddington  Weir: — *'  Dear  Dragnet, — Fishing  under 
the  weir  for  jack  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
with  Mr.  Tiny  Newman,  of  the  Kingston  Pis- 
catorial Society,  and  Mr.  W.  Brown,  of  the  Cottage 
Inn,  Teddington,  we  lind  a  couple  of  hours'  lively 
sport.  It  was  Mr.  Brown's  first  experience  of  jack 
fishing.  A  bitterly  cold  day,  we  started  about 
two  o'clock.  After  fishing  for  about  half  an  hour 
without  a  run  I  got  my  paternoster  foul  and  broke 
it  away.  A  few  minutes  later  Mr.  Nnwman  {who 
uses  the  finest  of  gut  tackle)  did  the  same  thins;. 
Mr.  Brown,  with  a  smile  on  his  face,  said:  'Is 
this  what  you  call  jack  fishing  ?  Lot  us  go  and 
have  some  refreshment.'  No  fear!  he  was  in  the 
punt,  and  Mr.  N.  meant  keeping  him  there.  About 
3.15  Mr.  Newman  struck  into  a  fish.  'Hullo,' 
says  Mr.  Brown,  '  more  tackle  going  to  bf>  lost  ?  ' 
After  ten  minutes'  careful  play  (it  was  on  fine  gut 
and  a  No.  fi  hook),  the  fi^h  showed  itself,  and  then  I 
liad  a  lively  time  of  it  for  a  few  minutes — landiuK- 
net  in  one  hand  trying  to  land  the  fi'-li,  and  with 
the  other  hand  trying  to  restrain  Mr.  Brown  from 
jumping  overboard  after  it.  Eventuallv  we  landed 
it — a  nice  fish  of  8lb.  Ooz.,  which  Mr.  Newman 
weighed  in  at  the  K.P.S.  A  few  minutes  after  we 
got  one  of  4lb.,  and  then — it  being  so  cold,  we  had 
some  refreshments." 


The  well-ltnown  fishmonger,  Mr.  J.  C.  Groves,  of 
New  Bond-street,  on  Tviesday  exhibited  on  his 
slabs  a  splendid  salmon  of  44|lb.  It  was  taken  on 
the  Blackwater,  near  Lismore,  by  Colonel  Simpson, 
J.P. 


In  answer  to  "  W.  E.  T."  and  others,  a  jack  is  a 
pike  and  a  pike  is  a  jack.  Some  people  call  him,  or 
her,  Esox  lucius.  When  you  capture  a  pike  of  throe 
or  four  pounds  it  is  a  pike,  but  you  call  it  a  jack  ; 
when  you  get  one  over  those  weights  you  may  call 
it  a  pike. 


"God  save  Britannia's  King" 
Is  the  title  of  a  capitallv-written  song  composed  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  and  is 
specially  suited  for  concerts,  festivals,  and  patriotic 
demonstrations.  The  song,  full  music  size,  eiglit 
pages,  solo  and  part-song,  with  large  photo  of  the 
King,  may  be  obtained  of  the  author,  post  free  for 
one  shillmg  net.  The  song  has  been  very  graciously 
accepted  by  the  King  and  Queen. 

***** 
Mr.  Ford,  of  musical  fame,  is  also  famous  among 
anglers,  in  that  he  will,  if  you  send  him  a  cheque, 
send  you  in  return  as  many  fish  as  you  require. 
He  has  just  executed  orders  to  the  value  of  £300, 
and  has  in  hand  an  order  for  4000  fish  (four  kinds) 
all  9  inche-,  and  a  large  number  to  Rickmansworth, 
and  he  will  on  Thvu'sday  next  supply  one  hundred 
perch,  averaging  I  lb.  each.  Amongst  recent  orders 
were  10,000  roach.  10,000  perch,  and  10,000  bream 
(mostly  6  to  9  inches) ;  800  king  carp  are  going  to 
jBarcombe  Mills,  and  a  large  number  of  good  fish  to 
other  places. 


The  March  part  of  "Pictorial  Comedy"  is 
enveloped  in  a  smart  wrapper,  on  which  is  depicted 
a  very  chic  damosel  manipulating  the  steering  gear 
of  a  motor-car.  The  inside  of  the  paper  is  filled 
with  clever  drawing?.  "Above  Board  and  Below" 
shows  how  the  sweet  charmers,  while  keeping  the 
countenance  of  the  sedate,  impress  sweet  nothings 
On  the  favoured  by  the  aid  of  their  dainty  little  feet. 
Other  good  pictures  are  contributed  by  C.  D. 
Gibson,  Penrhyn  Stanlaws,  F.  W.  Read,  and  Bayard 
Jones.  The  literary  part  of  the  paper  is  capably 
edited.  You  start  with  "  Twenty  Minutes  without 
a  Chaperon,"  follow  with  "  On  the  Screen,"  proceed 
with  "  A  Batch  of  Love  Letters,"  visit  "  Our  Party," 
"At  the  Play."  and  enjoy  "The  Ballad  of  Pilkin'a 
Pump"  at  the  "Cosy  Corner"  of  "A  Rural 
Retreat."  The  price  of  this  sprightly  magazine  ia 
pixpence,  and  is  published  by  James  Hmderson  and 
Sons,  Red  Lion-court,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 


My  friends,  the  Caxton  Amateur  Athletic  Club 
(William  Clowes  &  Sons,  Ltd.),  last  Monday  even- 
ing wore  enjoying  themselves  right  heartily,  the 
occasion  being  the  twelftli  annvial  Bohemian  con- 
cert and  presentation  of  prizes  at  the  Horns, 
Kennington.  It  was  a  change  to  me  to  see  thnir 
faceis  beaming  with  merriment,  and  to  hoar  the 
jokes  and  greetings  fly  around  as  quickly  and 
blithely  as  the  sheets  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  fall 
from  the  speedy  printing  presses.  I  generally  see 
them  under  other  circumstances,  when  grim  deter- 
mination is  t.heir  motto,  and  the  suave  (?)  tones  of 
the  printer  gently  reminds  me  that  if  we  are  going 
to  press  this  week  I  had  better  hurry  up  with  that 
last  bit  of  copy. 

***** 

However,  Monday  night  was  a  ga'a  night,  and 
the  heroes  of  the  cinder-path,  the  river,  and  the 
swimming-bath  wore  gonerou-:ly  applauded  by 
their  colleagues  on  proceeding  to  the  chairman's 
table  to  receive  the  handsome  [)rizo3  so  worthily 
won.  The  cliairman,  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  had  a  few 
happy  remarks  for  each  recipient,  and  from  the 
tone  of  his  opening  speech  I  gather  the  club  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  Long  may  it  be  so.  The 
presence  of  Mr.  M.  Clowes  supporting  the  chairman 
shows  the  keen  interest  the  firm  takes  in  the  welfare 
of  the  club.  The  conc'>rt  wa-i  excellent,  and  I  must 
congratulate  Master  Holloway  on  his  rendering  of 
"  The  Lost  Chord,"  which  was  deservedly  encored. 
This  young  gentleman  is  a  cultured  singer,  and  the 
possessor  of  a  fine  contralto  voice.  Tiie  secretary, 
assistant-secretary,  and  musical  directors  are  to  t)e 
commended  for  the  success  which  attended 
their  efforts. 


The  following  letter  was  nent  to  the  editor  of  the 
Sporting  Times  : — "  Ferociou.s  Fisii  and  Bird.s. — 
Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  '  bagare '  (correct 
spelling)  story  in  your  is^ue  of  Nov.  11.  last  year 
I  was  called  to  attend  the  stewnrd  of  the  Norwegian 
barque  Turist,  then  loading  Qucbrachs  wood  in 
this  port,  who  had  had  liis  index  finger  bitten  clean 
off  by  the  head  of  a  '  bacu  '  fish,  which  had  been 
severed  from  the  cleaned  and  gutted  body  for  a 
space  of  two  hours  previous  to  his  picking  up  the 
head  to  throw  it  overboard.  This  is  a  fact. — Yours 
truly,  George  Pettinoer,  Port  Surgeon.  Colastinc, 
Santa  F6,.  Argentina,  Dec.  12,  1905." 


Unique  Fishing. 
Ur  in  Wisconsin  there  is  a  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton 
who  has  a  unique  way  of  propelling  his  boat  and 
fishing  at  the  same  time.  Fitted  up  at  the  stern  of 
the  boat  there  is  a  paddlo  wheel  something  on  the 
same  style  as  those  used  on  the  Mis  issippi  River 
steamers.  From  this  there  is  run  gearing  and  a 
chain  to  a  crank  in  the  centre  of  the  boat.  This  the 
old  man  turns  with  one  hand  while  with  the  other 
hand  he  is  able  to  attend  to  his  fishing  lines. 


Mr.  F.  J.  Tanton,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Tonbridge 
and  District  Angling  and  Fish  Preservation  Society, 
calls  me  to  tnsk  for  not  having  sampled  their  waters 
during  the  present  season.  I  told  him  I  would 
"  try "  before  the  15th  of  March.  One  of  the 
members  took  a  pike  on  Feb.  0  weighing  151b.  2oz., 
and  the  roach  that  have  been  weighed  in  a  s  speci- 
mens for  prizes  averaged  1^  b.  (Not  bad,  Mr.  Tanton, 
for  the  Med  way.)  I  hear  that  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor, 
is  about  to  put  in  a  thousand  good  roach.  Tin.  to 
9in.  Tlie  society  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its 
continued  prosperity. 


Some  New  Mcsic. 
Fro.m  Messrs.  E.  Ascherberg  and  Co.  we  have 
received  acharmingsong — "A  Songof  theSpring"  — 
by  Harcourt  Verden ;  it  is  tuneful  throughout,  with 
an  admirable  running  accompaniment  neatly  and 
effectively  planned.  From  the  same  firm  comes 
another  publication  by  the  same  composer — ••  A 
Bunch  of  Roses"  and  "Bhiebells"  (two  songs). 
In  these  two  little  songs  the  composer  at  once 
convinces  one  of  his  ability  to  write  music  for  the 
public.  The  melodies  are  refined  and  the  harmonies 
fresh  and  interesting.  No  doubt  before  the  season 
closes  they  will  be  favoured  with  a  large  sale.  Mr. 
Verden  is  his  own  librettist,  and  a  good  one  at 
that. 


The  Miok  will  be  present  at  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society  which  takes  place 
this  evening  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel,  Tottenham- 
court-road.  He  is  sending  the  following  message 
to  his  wife:  "If  not  home  to-night,  ye  need  not 
expect  me  till  the  mornin'." 


Because  a  thing  is  common,  shall  you  despise  it  ? 
If  so,  you  might  despise  the  sunshine  for  the  same 
reason. 


On  Feb.  6  Mr.  R.  B.  Thompson  captured  a  pike 
weighing  25lb.  in  a  private  water  near  Yarmouth. 
It  is  being  preserved. 


Sponge  Divers  tor  Florida. 
The  thirty-eight  Greek  s])ongo  divers  that  were 
detained  in  New  York,  at  Ellis  Island,  were  allowed 
to  enter  the  United  States  on  January  18  after  four 
weeks'  detention.  Tliey  were  supposed  to  be  con- 
tract labourers.  All  of  them  stated  thoy  went  to 
that  country  because  of  a  letter  from  the  Greek 
Consul  at  Chicago  stating  there  was  plenty  of  work 
on  the  Florida  coast  for  good  spon-^e  divers.  The 
men  all  arrived  there  on  the  same  ship,  and  each 
man  had  just  enough  money  to  take  him  to  Florida, 
and  no  more.  They  said  they  will  go  to  Tarpon, 
Florida. 


Winter  is  still  Upon  us,  but  that  does  not  hinder 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  from  looking 
ahead  into  the  merry  spring  and  joyous  summer, 
and,  by  way  of  reminding  us  that  the  delightful 
seasons  are  at  hand  and  turning  our  thoughts 
holiday- wards,  that  up-to-date  line  has  issued  a 
booklet  full  of  facts  for  sportsmen  and  others. 
Herein  are  set  forth  the  cricket  fixtures,  and  both 
those  who  join  together  in  the  "manly  toil"  and 
those  who  take  pleasure  in  looking  on  will  be  glad 
of  this  handy  little  list.  The  principal  horse  and 
cattle  fairs  up  and  down  the  country  and  all  the 
big  racing  fixtures  are  included,  so  that  there  can 
bo  no  possible  excuse  for  anyone  to  remain  ii^norant 
as  to  the  respective  dat3s  of  this  year's  Darby  or 
the  Cattle  Show. 

***** 

Then  we  come  to  the  sport  of  angling,  and  on 
this  point  the  little  book  amounts  almost  to  a 
"Guide,"  for  it  gives  us  not  only  full  details  as  to  the 
fi-hing  on  rivers,  broads,  and  coast,  but  also  tells 
us  the  best  stations  and  the  time  to  be  there.  I 
remember  hearing  a  well-known  angler  say,  '•  There's 
no  line  like  the  Great  Eastern,  and  I  wish  it  went 
everywhere"  :  at  any  rate,  it  takes  us  to  a  great 
many  nice  places,  and  theie,  together  with  the 
"  fixtures,"  of  which  I  have  spoken,  may  all  be 
found  in  this  capital  little  volume,  which  is,  I  might 
add,  to  be  obtained,  free  of  charge,  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  superintendent  of  the  line. 


"  Come,  Willie,  get  up  !  "  said  an  indulgent 
father  to  his  son  the  other  morning.  "  Remember, 
the  early  bird  catches  tha  worm."  "  What  do  I 
care  for  worms  ?  "  replied  Willie.  "Mother  won't 
let  me  go  fishing." 


Herrings  in  a  German  Canal. — A  German 
official  report  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
appearance  in  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm  Canal  of  large 
shoals  of  herrings,  which  pass  through  the  Bruns- 
biittel  lock  into  the  Elba.  The  herrings  enter  the 
canal  on  their  way  from  the  Baltic  to  the  North 
Sea,  and  when  the  Brunsbvittel  lock  is  closed  they 
congregate  in  such  large  numbers  as  to  be  captured 
with  ease. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Herne  Bay  Angling 
Association  will  bo  held  at  the  Connaught  Hotel, 
Herne  Bay,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  22,  at  7.30  p.m. 


A  L.^BORATORY  OF  "  Piscifactube." 
"  Fresh-water  skate  and  pea  carp  are  to  be 
de'icacies  of  the  future,  according  to  an  ichthyo- 
logist, who  keeps  a  '  laboratory  of  piscifacture  '  near 
Boulogne.  He  has  discovered  a  process  of  unsalting 
sea  fish  without  hurting  them,  and,  in  fact,  without 
their  apparently  fesling  it.  Thoy  are  gradually 
accustomed  to  more  and  more  diluted  salt  water, 
until  at  last  they  are  able  to  live  quite  happily 
without  any  salt  about  them  at  all.  Eventually  the 
ichthyologist  hopes  in  thLs  manner  to  stock  all  the 
rivers  of  France  with  mackerel,  conger,  cod,  had- 
dock, solos — and  why  should  one  not  some  day  catch 
lob  ters  and  crabs  in  meadow  brooks  ?  Conversely, 
fresh-water  fish  can  be  brought  up  to  enjoy  sea 
water,  at  thirty  gra-ns  of  salt  per  litre.  Tnus  one 
day  the  smacks  of  Normandy  may  bring  hauls 
of  trout,  carp,  pike,  gudgeon,  and  sticklebacks  up 
from  the  Channel.  In  short,  the  ichthyologist's 
dream  seems  to  ba  to  transfer  all  the  fish  of  the  sea 
to  river  and  stream,  and  to  stock  the  sea  with  all 
the  fish  from  the  river.  By  then,  however,  it  does 
not  appear  that  we  shall  be  much  '  forrader.' " — 
From  '•  Paris  Day  by  Day,"  in  the  Daily  Telegraph. 


Just  one  word  (for  the  last) — I  had  almost  for- 
gotten the  weather  !  Stanley  Mead,  of  Henley, 
dropped  me  a  line  about  some  other  matter,  and 
remarked  :  "  The  weather  has  been  too  wicked  for 
words  during  the  past  few  weeks  for  week-end 
fishing — we  get  so  many  quick-changes.  Anglers 
must  trust  to  Providence,  and  hope  that  the  clerk 
of  the  weather  will  be  more  merciful  to  us  during 
the  few  week-ends  that  remain  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season."  One  who  is  emphatically  of  your  opinion, 
Stanley,  is  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flflgllfig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  high  winds  with  rain  and  snow, 
with  a  few  sharp  frosts  in  between.  Our  members 
are  looking  forward  to  some  decent  sport  before 
the  season  ends.  A  number  of  our  clubs  have 
arranged  for  bye  contests  to  clear  away  some  of 
the  prizes  left  on  hand  from  last  year's  contests. 
Several  general  club  meetings  are  being  called  to 
make  their.fixtures  and  arrangements  for  the  coming 
season.  We  also  have  new  clubs  forming  and  qualify- 
ing for  affiliation  to  the  B.D.U.A.A.  and  the  P.A.A. 
associations  5  with  a  view  of  joining  the  latter, 
a  new  society  is  being  formed  at  Quarry  Bank  ;  this 
club  will  be  visited,  and  no  doubt  accepted.  The 
Dudley  Club  are  still  augmenting  their  collection  of 
specimen  fish.  One  of  their  members,  Mr.  Mason, 
caught  a  fine  pike  weighing  241b.  from  their  private 
water  on  the  Severn,  at  Blackstone  Rock  above 
Bewdley  ;  the  fish  was  taken  with  a  ooz.  live  roach. 
Clubs  who  do  not  care  to  maJ^e  long  journeys  into 
the  country  will  find  the  canal  at  Rowington  and 
Preston  Baggot  all  that  they  require.  Messrs. 
Coles  and  Rabone  are  hard  at  work  getting 
the  clubs  and  individual  members  to  send  their 
specimen  fish  to  the  Bingley  Hall  Exhibition ; 
tne  fish  will  be  staged  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
gallery.  The  space  allotted  will  be  about  140ft. 
long  and  14ft.  high.  The  whole  of  the  space  will 
be  taken  up.  WTien  the  weather  becomes  good 
again  the  canal  at  Mill  Pool  Hill  should  be  visited. 
It  is  close  to  the  city,  and  quite  recently  some 
good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken,  and  a  few 
small  pike. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Owing  to  the  cold  weather  in  the  Fen  district 
sport  at  Bardney  on  the  Withara  has  been  unsatis- 
factory. Two  or  three  rods  have  creeled  101b.  and 
12lb.  of  roach,  but  beyond  this  little  has  been  done. 
Pike  have  been  giving  fairly  good  sport,  both  on  the 
Withamand  Forty-foot,  fish  up  to  91b.  having  been 
killed  on  both  these  rivers. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week-end  we  experienced  some  very  heavy 
tides,  consequently  the  tidal  portion  of  the  River 
HuU  was  bank  fidl ;  nevertheless,  a  few  nice  fish 
were  taken  here  and  there  with  paste  and  worm, 
and  above  the  lock  at  Hempholme  and  Emmotland 
some  good  roach  up  to  1  lb.  each  were  secured ;  and 
at  Wansford  and  Snakeholme,  on  the  Driffield  Canal, 
a  few  very  good  roach  and  dace  were  taken.  Sport 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  has  been  fairly  good 
of  late,  both  at  Sodhouse  Lock  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Lando'  Nod.  Odd  good  pike  have  been  secured 
between  Newport  and  the  N.  E.  railway  bridge. 
The  Abercrombie  Angling  Association  held  their 
annual  soiree  and  ball  at  the  W^est  Hull  Hall.  The 
East  Hull  Band  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  Lincoln  Arms,  in  Beaumont-street, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Helm,  and  during 
the  evening  a  quantity  of  valuable  prizes  were 
distributed,  Mr.  G.  H.  Harrison  securing  the  gold 
medal  for  most  points.  At  the  annual  prize  dis- 
tribution of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  -  sl  presentation  of  an  illu- 
minated address  and  purse  of  gold  was  made  to 
the  retiring  president,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Calvert,  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  for  the  valuable  services  he  had 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  angling  in  the  city  of  Hull. 
A  gold  medal  was  also  presented  to  Capt.  Lamming, 
of  the  steamer  Empress,  who  conveys  the  members 
of  the  amalgamation  from  Hull  to  Ferriby  Sluice 
on  their  annual  excursions. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

In  spite  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Windermere 
Angling  Association  of  the  entire  stock  of  young  fish 
at  their  hatchery,  a  season  abovo  the  average  may 
be  looked  forward  to.  The  spawning  season  was  an 
exceptionally  good  one.  Although  we  are  experi- 
encing a  bit  of  wintry  weather  there  has  been  con- 
siderably less  snow,  which  usually  plays  havoc  with 
trout.  The  fish  being  in  excellent  condition,  a  start 
can  be  made  in  this  district  on  Feb.  16  (weather 
permitting),  the  River  Bela,  with  its  tributaries, 
Hutton  and  Stainton  becks,  being  then  available, 
while  the  rest  of  the  district,  including  Windermere, 
opens  on  March  2,  with  the  exception  of  the  River 
Duddon,  which  falls  a  month  later.  Rod  licences 
for  trout  run  as  follows  : — Windermere,  6s.  for  the 
season,  2s.  (id.  for  a  week-end  permit ;  and  23.  6d. 
for  the  rest  of  the  district.  The  Kent  Angling 
Aasociation  will  again  turn  2000  yearlings  into  their 
waters,  which  include  some  of  the  best  fishing 
ground  on  the  rivera  Kent  and  Mint.    Here  is  a  list 


of  local  flies  that  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  for 
the  opening  months :  Light  Snipe,  yellow.  Dark 
Snipe,  orange  and  dirty  yellow.  Yellow  and  Orange 
Partridge,  Waterhen,  purple,  and  March  Brown.  I 
may  also  add  the  Light  and  Dark  Woodcocks. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Wretched  weather  all  round  is  keeping  our  men 
very  quiet,  only  the  hardiest  can  venture  out.  The 
Bollin  on  Feb.  14  was  full  of  snow  water.  The 
Gorton  Angling  Society's  water  has  just  received 
the  final  lot  of  stock  fish  arranged  for,  and  they 
expect  good  sport  in  the  coming  season  as  a  lot 
were  mature  fish.  Matches  at  Chester  fished  by 
coimty  clubs  were  disappointing  in  every  instance. 
Last  Thursday,  the  Stockport  County  Anglers  were 
engaged  celebrating  another  anniversary  in  a 
successful  career. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Sherwood  Anglers  have  elected  an  efficient 
executive,  amongst  which  are  some  experienced 
officials.  The  Duchy  Anglers  have  a  special  meeting 
on  Monday,  Feb.  19,  and  their  annual  dinner  is  fixed 
for  Feb.  28.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  match  at 
Bollington  last  Sunday,  but  only  thirteen  out  of 
nineteen  got  fish.  Mr.  G.  Jones  heads  the  merit 
list  of  what  was  a  disappointing  fixture.  They  will 
try  again  on  March  1 1  at  Irlam.  A  fine  lot  of  roach 
have  arrived  in  this  city  from  the  south  for  stocking 
one  of  our  private  waters. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  of  a  most  unfavourable 
character,  and  comparatively  few  anglers  have 
ventured  out.  On  Feb.  8  we  had  a  fearful  storm, 
or,  rather,  succession  of  storms,  of  hail,  rain,  sleet, 
and  snow,  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  later  on.  This 
brought  on  a  big  rise  of  the  Trent,  for  a  rapid  thaw 
ensuing  the  volume  of  the  river  quickly  began  to 
swell.  At  the  period  of  writing,  however,  a  con- 
siderable improvement  had  taken  place  as  regards 
colour.  Votaries,  on  Feb.  8,  tried  the  Shardlow 
length  for  pike,  and  rods  were  out  at  Rolleston 
and  on  other  lower  reaches.  But  sport  ruled  slow, 
and  the  storms  referred  to  compelled  the  visitors  to 
beat  a  hasty  retreat.  I  was  out  at  Shardlow  after 
roach  and  chub,  and  never  experienced  such  a 
trying  period,  for  the  lightning,  apart  from  the 
rain  and  wind,  was  simply  frightful.  Some  few 
lots  of  roach  have  been  brought  in  from  Clifton 
and  Wilford,  and  on  Tuesday  sport  was  looking  up 
at  Barton  and  Attenborough.  The  fish  were 
secured  by  the  worm,  brandling  chiefly,  and  this 
lure  "will  perhaps  be  the  most  effective  to  employ 
until  the  close  of  the  season.  In  use  it  should  be 
accompanied  by  sundry  lobs  for  chopping  up 
purposes  for  ground  attraction. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  bright,  frosty  weather  of  a  week  ago  made 
pike  fishermen  busy  preparing  for  an  attack  on 
the  enemy,  and  everything  looked  favourable  for 
successful  sport  among  the  grayling.  Some  capital 
baskets  of  chub  and  roach  were  being  taken,  and 
anglers'  hopes  were  high ;  but  a  change  came  o'er 
the  spirit  of  their  dream,  furious  winds  and  rain 
came  on,  and  on  Friday  morning  the  earth  was 
thickly  [coated  with  snow,  which  quickly  melted 
with  the  heavy  rain  of  the  following  night,  and 
caused  a  rapid  rise  in  our  rivers,  the  Severn  in 
particular,  which  at  the  present  time  is  high  and 
discoloured,  and  some  days  must  elapse  before 
the  water  will  be  in  condition  again.  We  are  now 
having  sharp  frosts,  which  will  be  beneficial. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  wild  and  stormy  since  last 
notes,  with  snow  and  rain  alternating,  and  sport 
has  been  backward,  though  fair  sport  has  been  had 
on  some  days  on  a  few  of  the  principal  rivers.  The 
lake  fishing  has  been  poor.  At  the  last  Cahir  (co. 
Tipperary)  Petty  Sessions,  four  young  men  were 
prosecuted  by  Mr.  Burke,  D.I.,  with  disturbing 
spawning  fish  in  the  River  Tar,  near  Rahill,  on 
December  10.  Constable  Hefferman  proved  the 
case,  and  the  defendants  were  fined  ten  shillings 
each  and  costs.  Sea  angling  is  suspended  every- 
where owing  to  the  bad  weather.  Previous  to  the 
break,  some  sport  was  being  had  at  pollack  at  a 
few  places  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 

A  heavy  snowstorm  was  experienced  last  week 
throughout  the  North,  and  angling  was  suspended 
on  most  of  the  waters.  On  Feb.  13  the  Belfast 
R.I.C.  Club  had  a  day  on  the  Lagan  at  Moira.  The 
river  was  in  flood  and  muddy,  and  the  weather 
cold.  Fishing  with  the  fly  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  bait  fishing  ruled.  In  the  past  spawning  season 
144  female  salmon  were'  strippedj  in  the  Newtown 


Stewart  hatchery  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery 
Company.  These  fish,  it  is  estimated,  yielded 
700,000  ova.  At  the  Kilrea  hatchery,  on  the  Bann, 
of  the  same  company,  119  female  salmon  were 
stripped,  and  they,  it  is  estimated,  yielded  some 
620,000  ova.  In  addition  to  the  latter  some  40,000 
ova  were  obtained  from  Lough  Neagh*trout,  and 
another  40,000  ova  of  Loch  Leven  trout,  purchased 
by  the  Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators  for  distri- 
bution in  the  tributaries  of  the  Bann,  are  being 
hatched  out.  The  latter  were  obtained  from 
Howietoun  Fishery.  The  past  spawning  season  was 
a  most  favourable  one  on  the  Bann. 

East  and  South  of  Ireland. 
The  blizzard  of  last  week  drove  anglers  off  the 
rivers,  which  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  were  full 
of  snow  broth.  The  Boyne  opened  on  Feb.  12. 
The  Slaney  will  open  on  Feb.  26.  At  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Cork  Anglers'  Association  last  week, 
Mr.  T.  Ireton  was  elected  president  for  the  present 
year.  Referring  to  the  formation  of  the  Association 
twelve  months  ago,  the  chairman  said  that  it  could 
be  made  a  factor  in  the  promotion  of  angling. 
Correspondence  was  read  from  Lord  Bandon  giving 
an  '  open  day  each  week  to  the  members  on  his 
Bandon  waters,  and  promising  a  further  reply  re  the 
Lee ;  from  Mr.  Morton,  giving  an  open  day  on 
Carrigmora  waters,  on  the  Bandon,  from  middle  of 
March  to  1st  July  ;  and  from  Sir  George  Colthurst, 
Mr.  Swales,  and  Mr.  Leader,  promising  concessions 
on  the  Lee.  It  was  arranged  to  place  2000  trout 
fry  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  T.  Mahony  for  the  stock- 
ing of  some  ponds  at  Blarney. 


DURHAM  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


A  HIGHLY  successful  and  enjoyable  gathering 
took  place  at  the  Dun  Cow  Hotel,  Old  Elvet,  on 
Feb.  7,  when  upwards  of  forty  members  of 
the  Durham  and  District  Angling  Association 
assembled  round  the  festive  board  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  first  annual  dinner  in  connection 
with  the  association.  A  substantial  repast  was 
partaken  of,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  cloth 
speech-making  and  harmony  were  the  order  of  the 
evening.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  W. 
Salkeld  (chairman  of  the  association).  The  loyal 
toast  was  received  with  musical  honours. 

The  toast  of  the  evening,  that  of  "  Success  to  the 
Durham  and  District  Angling  Association,"  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Brock,  in  a  racy  speech,  and 
in  conclusion  hoped  the  association  would  go  on 
and  prosper. 

The  chairman,  in  responding,  said  the  association 
was  formed  in  that  house  in  April,  1903,  and  he 
became  a  member  soon  afterwards.  It  was  up-hill 
work  for  a  small  association  with  a  limited  annual 
subscription  to  make  much  headway,  but  they  were 
very  soon  able  to  put  1500  yearling  trout  into  the 
river.  This  was  in  March  of  last  year,  and  they 
followed  this  up  by  putting  in  another  1100 
in  November  last.  To  their  great  surprise  a 
worthy  friend  of  theirs.  Canon  Greenwell,  in  a 
speech  before  the  Wear  Fishery  Board,  said  their 
association  was  quite  wrong  in  putting  trout  into 
the  river.  The  canon  declared  there  were  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  river,  and  that  they  only  wanted  fishing 
for.  That  speech  damped  their  ardour  somewhat. 
However,  he  hardly  thought  the  canon  spoke 
seriously,  because  he  presented  them  with  two 
guineas  towards  the  cost  of  restocking  the  river. 
They  went  on  stocking  the  river,  and  latterly  they 
had  applied  to  several  hatcheries  for  more  trout,  as 
they  had  sufficient  funds  in  hand  to  put  another 
1500  fish  into  the  river.  Proceeding,  the  chair- 
man said  there  were  several  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  association  were  greatly  indebted.  There  were 
the  riparian  owners  who  had  allowed  them  to  make 
use  of  their  land,  and  who  had  fallen  in  with  their 
suggestion  of  a  7in.  limit  for  the  size  of  fish — that 
was  for  fish  caught  under  7  inches  to  be  returned  to 
the  water.  They  were  getting  more  ground,  and 
had  a  promise  from  the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  take 
in  some  of  their  land  at  Kepier.  As  fish  watchers, 
he  was  pleased  to  say  they  had  got  two  men  second 
to  none,  Mr.  Rutherford,  the  head  water-bailifi,  and 
Mr.  Joe  Reed,  the  assistant  water-bailiff.  Owing  to 
their  efforts  fish  poaching  in  this  district  had  now 
almost  disappeared,  and  he  thought  their  thanks 
were  due  to  them  for  the  assiduous  manner  in  which 
they  were  carrying  out  their  duties,  both  day  and 
night  (applause).  He  (the  chairman)  also  thanked 
the  subscribers  for  their  generous  support. 

The  toast  ^of  "  The  Riparian  Owners  "  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  McFadden,  who  expressed  the  great 
indebtedness  of  the  association  to  Lord  Boyne,  Mr. 
Salvin,  Mr.  Willan,  and  Mr.  Hudson  for  extending 
to  them  the  privilege  of  allowing  them  to  go  on 
their  land  to  fish.  Mr.  A.  A.  Wilson  responded,  and 
said  the  riparian  owners  felt  quite  safe  in  granting 
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THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Pishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
(tc,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough|idy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Projirietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Homo  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


The  Celebrated 


SOUTH  DEVON. 


APARTMENTS 

Close  to  river ;  2  miles'  private  fishing 
on  tho  Dart.  Shooting. — Apply,  Mrs. 
Beabd,  Northwood,  Buckfastleigh. 

COMFORTABLE 

PRIVATE  LODGINGS 

for  gentleman  and  wife.  Near  salmon  and 
trout  river  on  which  a  rod  can  be  obtained. 
Address,  with  particulars, 

"  Rod,"  c/o  Jepfery  &  Son, 

Gunmakers,  Plymouth. 


NOR  TH  WALES. 

FURNISHED  APARTMENTS 

WITH  OR  WITHOUT  BOABD. 

Beautiful  scenery ;  good  walks;  splendid 
River  and  Lake  Fishing,  Cwmbychan 
Lakes  and  Artro  River. — Apply  to 
Mbs.  J.  E.  HUMPHREYS, 
Gwynfryn  House,  Llanbedr,  R.S.O., 
Merionethshire. 

.  .  TO  .  . 

Anglers  and  Tonrists. 

TO  LET 

For  the  Season  or  part  of  the  Season  ISOB 

OR  ANNUALLY. 

J?  A  Vert  Desirable 

WELL-FURNISHED 

Detached  Family  Residence, 

COMPRISING 

seven  bedrooms,  sitting,  dining,  and  drawing 
rooms,  two  gardens,  stabling,  coach-house,  and 
the  usual  domestic  oftices  ;  good  sanitation.  The 
house  is  situated  in  the  pretty  village  oi 

Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland, 

on  the  eastern  shores  of  Lough  Melvin,  the 
latter  abounding  with  Salmon,  Gillaroo  (a  rare 
species  of  trout  not  found  in  many  waters),  and 
the  whole  vicinity  is  surrounded  with  mountain, 
river  and  lake  scenery  of  unsurpassed  beauty. 
An  ideal  spot  for  the  tourist  or  sportsman  with 
either  rod  or  gun.    Terms  moderate. 
For  terms  and  particulars  apply  to 
Mrs.  P.  TIMONEY, 
Garpison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland  ; 

AND 

The  Round  House.  St.  Albans,  Herts. 


TO  LET. 


Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  River 

in  Norway  (Eidfjord).  Easily  reached 
from  Borgen,  good  hotel  accommoda- 
tion.— Particulars  from  W.  J.  Cummins, 
Sporting  Estate  Agent,  Bishop  Auckland 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
Delioious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  Cheese, 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  Makers:  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO..  Ltd.. 
DOUGLAS,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


ABERDEEN  DEE. 

Two  miles  exclusive  right  on  left 
bank  of  well  known  section  to  be  Let 
for  March.    Hotel  handy.  £60. 

CASSLEY. 

One  mile,  both  banks,  exclusive  right 
for  March.    Good  lodgings.  £25. 
A.  GRIlVrBlL<E, 
44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


TO  LEX, 

FURNISHED,  for  whole  or  part  of 
Fishing  Season,  SMALL  RESIDENCE, 
near  River  Usk.  Three  reception,  five 
bedrooms,  bath  (h.  and  o.) ;  tennis  lawn 
shady  grounds  and  garden.  Good  cycling 
roads.  Golf  Links  near.  —  Photo  and 
terms  on  application,  Satchell,  Usk, 
Monmouthshire. 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


Salmon  Fishings 

ON 

RIVER  SPEY. 


ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to — 

Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


To  be  Soid  or  Let, 


Small  Freehold  Estate 

ON  WELSH  r>EE. 

About  1  mile  of  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Coarse  Fishing,  also  Shooting.  Ten- 
roomed  Furnished  Villa,  Stabling  and 
Boating.    Apply — 

PERKS  &  LANNINQ, 

13,  Waterloo  Place,  Pall  Mall,  London. 


FOR  DISPOSAL, 

the  property  of  a  gentleman  giving  up 
fishing. 

An  Excellent  Salmon  Outfit, 

RARE  OPPORTUNITY. 

Send  for  List  to  "N.  F.  G.,"  c/o 
JAMES  OGDEN,  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Cheltenham. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


THEATRES. 


HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brougli,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


WALDORF  THEATRE.— Lessees,  the 
Jlessrs.  Shubert.  Mr.  Cyril  Maude  and 
Miss  Winifred  Emery.  On  Saturday  Evening 
next,  at  8.30,  SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQUER,  in 
which  Mr.  Cyiil  Maude,  Miss  Winifred  Emery, 
Mr.  Paul  Arthur,  Mrs.  Calvert,  Mr.  Sydney 
Brough,  and  Miss  Beatrice  Ferrar  will  appear. 

Matinees  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 
Box  OtHce  10  to  10.    Tel.,  3,830  Gerrard. 


APOLLO.— MR.  POPPLE  (of  Ipple 
^  ton).  Henry  Loweiifeld,  sole  Proprietor. 
Tom  B.  Uavis,  sole  Lessee  and  Manager.  Evei'y 
Evening  at  8.0.  Matinee  every  Saturday,  2.15. 
MR  POPPLE  (of  Ippletoii).  A  Comedy  with 
Music,  written  and  composed  by  Paul  Rubens 
Mr.  O.  P.  Huntley.   Miss  Ethel  Irving. 


MEW  THEATRE.  —  Proprietor,  Sir 
Charles  Wyndham.  Under  the  Manage 
mcnt  of  .fulia  Neilson  and  Fred  Terry.  Every 
Evening  at  8.15.  THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 
Box-Offlce  open  10  to  10. 

Telephone,  2,478  Garrard. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

66,  Lower  Sackville  Street,  Dublin, 

liave  now  in  stock  the  highest  quality 
of  Salmon  Hods,  Plies,  Tackle,  &c.,  for 
Irish  Rivers. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to  inspect  them, 
and  write  for  Price  List. 


IRISH  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FISHINC. 


THE  FAVERSHAM 
OYSTER  COMPANY 

Are  prepared  to  receive  Tenders 
for  the  liire  of  a  portion  of  their 
valuable  Oyster  Grounds  adjoining 
the  oyster  beds  of  tho  celebrated 
Whitstable  Oyster  Company,  situate 
in  the  River  Swale,  viz.,  East  End, 
Bales  Pool,  and  Ness  Grounds. 
Unique  for  the  reception  of  Brood 
md  Oyster  Culture. 

Apply  FOREMAN, 

Faversham  Oyster  Connpany, 

Faversham,  Kent. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KINO. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  28,  1906, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 

GOUNOD'S 

REDEMPTION 

MISS  AGNES  NICHOLLS. 
MISS  EDITH  PATCHING. 
MISS  ALICE  LAKIN. 
MR.   JOHN  COATES. 
MR.  DAN  PRICE. 
MR.  FREDERICK  RAHALOW. 
BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  Balfocr. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  llx.  6d. 
to  £3  3s.  Balcony,  Keserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5s.  ; 
Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  4s.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.  Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 

RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FEERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach  ...  Is.  6d.  ]  Per  100  yards. 

Barbel  ...  2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 

Pike  ...  3«.  6d.  (  Green 

Salmon  ...  4s.  6d.  )  on  Boards. 

The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

MDipHpQ  WIIOLESALK  AND  HETAIL 

■  DAHHIiO,  FISHING  TACKI.Z:  MAKER, 

St.  Swithins  Square.  LINCOLN. 


Cast  yonr  Eye^on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 
or  1 3  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magiiillcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  eiiual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle' 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishingr  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Wll  If  The  Cleanest  made, 

'  Hi  T.  6d.,  Is.,  28.  6d. 

iiii^  Of  Bootmakers  and 

FLU  ID  Fishing  Tackle 

— ^— —  Sealers,  or  from 

DUBBIN  ^Skr^r 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT  7 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

yo  Medical  Examination  required. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against' 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THE  CASUALTY  Insurance  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  sliall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom , 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaianteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

T 

Addresn  '  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited , 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishei'S,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CascalTT 
Insurance  company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


WANTED 

by  a  number  of  Gentlemen,  within 
hours'  Journey  from  Liverpool, 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING, 

Rlvep,  OP  Lake  and  River, 

Please  state  Terms  to  "  T89,"  c/o  Lee 
Nightingale,  Advertising  Offices,  Liveji 
pool. 
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heir  land  for  the  iise  of  such  men  as  he  saw  present 

hat  evening. 

Councillor  Dickeson  proposed  the  toast  of  "The 
Executive,"  who,  he  said,  had  thrown  so  much 
.bility,  energy,  and  continuity  into  their  work,  with 
he  happy  result  they  now  saw.  He  spoke  in  high 
erms  of  the  self-sacrificing  work  of  Mr.  J.  Driver, 
heir  secretary,  and  also  mentioned  that  as  far  as 
inances  were  concerned,  these  were  safe  in  the 
ieeping  of  Mr.  Earle,  ftie  treasurer. 

Mr.  Driver,  in  responding,  assured  those  present 
hat  no  effort  would  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  main- 
rain  and  further  the  usefulness  of  the  association. 
The  association  was  formed  in  April,  1903,  and  now 
the  whole  distance  from  Sunnybrow  to  within  a 
mile  of  Cocken  Hall  was  protected  by  the  7in. 
limit  (hear,  hear).  He  wished  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thtinldng  the  Wear  Fishery  Board  for  their 
jreat  kindness  and  assistance  in  their  endeavour  to 
restock  the  river. 

Mr.  Earle  also  briefly  responded,  and  said  his 
work  as  treasurer  was  certainly  a  labour  of  love. 
This,  he  believed,  was  the  only  club  on  the  Wear 
which  devoted  itself  to  restocking  the  river.  _  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  presiding 
concluded  the  proceedings. 


iflofes  from  if)e  ^orfl). 

The  opening  day  on  the  Dee  was  not  attended 
with  much  success.  There  was  too  much  ice- 
water,  ice-floes,  and  other  unsuitable  conditions, 
besides  a  stiff  nor'-wester  that  blew  the  lines  out 
of  the  water. 


About  one  himdred  fish  came  from  the  Don  on  the 
opening  day  and  sold  in  the  Aberdeen  market  at 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  which  was  the  opening  price. 
This  fell,  however,  during  the  day  to  Is.  2id. 
per  lb.,  at  which  the  mfu'ket  closed. 

Anglers  were  out  on  the  tidals  at  grey  dawn  on 
Monday  morning  on  the  Dee  and  Don,  and  one  was 
rewarded  with  three  finnocks — later  on  these  three 
(dis)  graced  a  local  fishmonger's  window.  Such 
fish  ! 


It  is  quite  a  common  thing  to  handle  a  score  of 
spent  finnock  in  a  single  tide  by  some  of  the  crack 
rods  on  the  Dee  or  Ythan ;  and  if  labels  were 
supplied  to  them  to  affix  to  the  fish  before  returning 
to  the  water  an  easy  and  sure  method  of  observa- 
tion would  be  establiiihed. 


Dr.  Lawson,  of  the  Banchory  Sanatorium,  has 
taken  the  Upper  Drum  Dee  water  for  the  whole 
season  for  the  benefit  of  his  angling  friends  and 
guests. 

A  great  many  of  the  salmon  from  the  sea  nets  in 
the  Aberdeen  market  on  Monday  were  heavily 
clawed  with  seals.  They  must  be  on  the  coast  in 
considerable  force. 


The  average  weight  of  the  one  hundred  Don  fish 
got  on  the  opening  day  was  101b.  On  the  Dee  the 
average  was  about  91b.  These  are  heavy  weights 
compared  with  some  former  years. 


It  will  be  a  day  or  two  before  anglers  can  get  at 
the  waters  on  the  Dee  for  anything  like  decent 
casting,  but  once  a  beginning  is  got  there  is  the 
promise  of  good  sport. 

Two  poachers  were  fined  on  suspicion  for  netting 
salmon  off  the  Aberdeen  Pier  last  week. 


McNicol,  keeper,  Dorbeck,  killed  two  fine  otters 
on  the  Nethy,  a  tributary  of  the  Spey,  one  day 
last  week. 


Whalebone  jaat  now  is  selling  at  £2250  per  ton. 
The  Windward  on  her  last  trip  had  two  tons,  which 
yielded  her  owners  20  per  cent,  on  her  shares  ! 

Special  Scotch. 


ESSEX  OYSTERS. 


Old  Folleb  writes: — "The  best  in  England — 
fat,  salt,  green- finn'd — are  bred  near  Colchester, 
where  they  have  an  excellent  art  to  feed  them  in 
pits  made  for  the  purpose.  King  James  was  wont 
to  say,  '  he  waa  a  very  valiant  man  who  first 
adventured  on  eating  of  oysters.'  Most  probably 
mere  hunger  put  men  first  on  that  trial.  Thus 
necessity  hath  often  been  the  purveyor  to  provide 
diet  for  delicacy  itself  :  famine  making  men  to  find 
out  those  things  which  afterwards  proved  not  only 
wholesome  but  delicious.  Oysters  are  the  only  meat 
which  men  eat  alive,  and  yet  account  it  no  cruelty." 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

CONCERNING  BLAGDON. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  read  Mr.  White's  article  about 
Blagdon  with  great  interest,  and  I  can  fully  endorse 
all  he  says  about  the  uncertainties  of  the  sport  in 
this  unique  fishery.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  any 
one  last  year  had  more  disappointments  than 
myself.  Two  days  were  absolutely  blank,  and  on 
two  others  I  never  got  a  fish  that  I  thought  big 
enough  to  keep.  But  then  the  possibilities  are  so 
great,  and  at  any  moment  the  angler  may  be  roused 
from  the  depth  of  despondency  to  the  wildest 
ecstasy  of  excitement.  On  one  occasion  I  fished 
till  6  p.m.  without  a  fish,  while  my  companion  got 
two  brace  weighing  more  than  21  lb.  Another  time 
I  was  only  just  afloat  when  my  fourth  cast  yielded 
a  fish  of  51b.  9oz.  On  this  day  I  made  up  my  limit 
of  ten  fish,  which  (including  young  rainbows) 
averaged  31b.  2oz.  Future  visitors  to  Blagdon  will 
do  well  to  bear  such  facts  in  mind,  and  not  to 
forget  that  there  are  days  when  they  will  need  all 
their  reserve  of  patience,  perseverance,  and  philo- 
sophical content. 

I  hope  Mr.  White  will  not  think  me  captious  if  I 
offer  a  little  friendly  criticism.  He  speaks  of  a 
trout  of  5|lb. — "  the  largest  beyond  question  that 
has  ever  been  returned  at  Blagdon."  This  is  rather 
a  bold  assertion,  and  it  is  hardly  correct.  To  begin 
with,  on  the  day  in  question,  if  we  are  to  trust 
Mr.  White's  memorandum  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  13,  there  is  no  fish  of  that  weight  mentioned. 
Of  course,  there  may  be  a  printer's  error,  but  in 
claiming  a  record  of  any  kind  it  is  as  well  to  be 
minutely  accurate.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  my 
own  knowledge  an  angler  in  September  returned  a 
61b.  fish,  and  it  was  all  the  more  to  his  credit  as  he 
was  fishing  from  the  bank  (under  difficulties  owing 
to  the  weeds),  and  only  got  two  fish  in  the  day. 
The  practice  of  returning  fish  for  the  good  of  the 
water  is  not  so  uncommon  as  Mr.  White  appears  to 
think.  I  have  myself  put  back  some  lovely  fish 
between  31b.  and  41b.,  and  the  only  day  on  which  I 
was  lucky  enough  to  get  my  limit,  I  put  back  half 
my  take,  including  a  fish  of  5^lh.  1  was  amply 
satisfied  with  the  five  I  retained. 

Again,  Mr.  White  creates  a  wrong  impression  as 
to  the  size  of  the  fish  taken  at  the  end  of  last  season. 
If  he  had  been  there  he  would  have  seen  that  a 
large  number  of  the  fish  were  rainbows,  which  were 
put  into  the  lake  as  two-year-old  fish  la^t  April,  and 
these  naturally  lowered  the  average.  Moreover,  at 
this  time  some  five  hundred  fish  had  been  taken, 
and  no  doubt  tlie  larger  fish  were  less  confiding 
than  in  the  early  days  of  the  season,  when  the  lake 
was  almost  a  virgin  water.  In  my  September  days 
out  of  twenty-five  fish  to  my  rod  the  Loch  Levens 
averaged  4Jlb.,  and  on  Sept.  8  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  an  angler  weigh  two  fish  of  6Jlb.  and  8|lb. 
This  last  was  a  splendid  fish,  and  is  the  largest  as 
yet  taken  on  the  fly  at  Blagdon. — Yours  truly, 

H.  S.  Hall. 


BOGNOR  (SUSSEX)  AS  A  SEA  FISHING 
PLACE. 

Dear  Sib, — It  has  been  on  my  mind  for  some 
time  to  write  and  let  you  know  of  the  good  fishing 
there  is  to  be  had  here.  That  it  is  so  little  known 
has  caused  me  personally  the  greatest  surprise. 
It  is  true  that  "  Bickerdyke,"  in  the  Badminton 
Library,  dismisses  Bognor  in  the  scantiest  of  words, 
but  one  is  certain  that  so  great  a  fisherman  can 
never  have  himself  tried  these  parts,  nor,  indeed, 
known  much  of  them.  For  living  as  we  do  in  the 
angle  of  Selsea  Bill,  and  with  a  rocky  bottom  of 
nearly  four  square  miles,  it  would  be  strange  if  there 
were  not  fish,  and  that  there  are  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  show. 

Beginning  in  this  month,  we  have  pollack,  which 
are  caught  in  large  numbers.  My  rod  is  waiting 
at  this  moment  (with  fine  gut  trace  and  soleskin 
minnow  ready  mounted)  only  for  the  sea  to  go 
down  to  let  me  have  my  first  try  amongst  them. 
For  days  past  they  have  been  brought  in  by  the 
fishermen,  caught  in  their  trammels,  but  these  are 
small,  and  I  am  thirsting  for  larger  ones,  too  big 
for  their  mesh.  Ne.xt  month  until  June  we  have 
the  school  bass.  Our  best  catch  last  year  was 
twenty-three  fish  of  471b.  in  an  hour  and  a  half  on 
one  rod.  A  soleskin  was  used,  and  though  we 
tried  many  others  I  fancy  that  was  the  best.  The 
largest  bass  caught  was  one  of  9Jlb.  when  conger- 
ing  at  night  with  a  piece  of  fresh  herring.  A  visitor 
had  some  very  good  sport,  using  a  salmon  rod  with 
soleskin  fly.  I  saw  seven  very  nice  fish  he  had 
caught,  but  I  think  one  gets  more  whiffing.  At 
the  end  of  March  our  bream  fishing  starts.  This, 
I  think,  is  the  most  popular  with  the  majority  of 


our  anglers.  It  is,  of  course,  a  fine  fighting  fish, 
and  they  are  caught  in  large  quantities.  To  me 
it  ia  disappointing  for  one  reason.  Everyone  here 
fishes  with  a  very  heavy,  thick,  strong  line  with 
snooding  at  the  end  and  gut  traces.  The  weight  of 
the  line  when  wet  appears  to  just  sink  the  right 
distance — at  any  rate,  try  as  you  will  with  a  rod 
the  man  with  the  hand-lino  beats  you  hollow.  I 
am  aware  that  some  of  your  ultra-sporting  readers 
will  say  it  is  better  to  catch  one  on  fine  tackle  than 
six  on  a  rope.  So  it  may  be,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  if  you  are  sitting  in  the  same  boat  as  the  man 
who  is  catching  the  six,  you  get  distinctly  tired  of 
hearing  him  say,  "I've  got  another!"  I  know, 
as  I  had  a  good  deal  of  it  last  year,  and  only  once 
came  off  best,  and  that  was  when  the  school  bass 
started  shoaling  round  us,  and  luckily  having  a 
minnow  with  me  I  had  a  very  pleasant  hour,  whilst 
the  others  nearly  tore  strips  of  skin  off  themselves 
in  their  endeavours  to  get  something  they  would 
take.  ■ 

Bream  fishing  goes  on  until  the  end  of  June. 
July  is  our  poorest  month  ;  at  any  rate,  for  the  day 
fisher.  Of  course,  we  have  always  any  quantity  of 
rock-pout,  and  large  pollack  are  caught,  too,  in 
this  month.  I  enjoyed  several  days  last  year  in 
going  on  to  the  outer  rocks  and  catching  some  of 
the  very  beautiful  wrasse  which  abound  there.  It 
seems  almost  a  shame  to  kill  them  as  they  lose  their 
colour  so  soon ;  the  most  beautiful  one  I  got  was 
about  21b.,  with  alternate  stripes  of  rose  and 
cobalt,  never  even  in  the  South  Seas  have  I  seen 
any  fish  quite  so  brilliant.  But  it  is  in  this  month 
that  begins  for  me  the  finest  sea  sport — I  mean 
congering.  It  is  always  at  night  that  we  catch  the 
large  ones,  and  unless  it  is  quite  without  moon  it  is 
useless.  From  July  till  the  end  of  November  I 
fish.  I  saw  in  a  recent  article  in  your  paper  that 
it  is  useless  to  fish  for  conger  with  a  rod.  Well, 
we  were  told  much  the  same  here,  and  until  last 
year  it  had  never  been  done.  But  though  the 
hand-line  may  beat  us  with  the  bream,  they  can- 
not touch  us  with  conger,  and  what  a  sport  it  is, 
the  delicate  bite  scarcely  perceptible  (I  am 
writing  of  large  fish,  the  small  ones  bite  sharply), 
and  sometimes  lasting  for  five  minutes,  the  question 
one  keeps  asking  oneself,  *'  Shall  I  strike  ?  "  At 
last  a  faint  pull,  barely  more  than  an  extra  rush  of 
tide  would  cause.  You  strike,  are  fast,  hurriedly 
get  what  line  you  can  in,  so  as  to  lift  the  fish  from 
the  rocks,  and  then  down  goes  your  point,  and  you 
have  for  the  next  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  as  hard 
and  happy  a  time  as  you  can  wish.  The  largest 
caught  there  last  year  was  431b.,  but  then  we 
always  expect  to  get  one  of  over  201b.,  and  the 
fishing  is  within  one  mile  of  the  beach.  The  best 
catch  for  one  rod  was  twelve  fish  weighing  1351b.  ; 
that  is  an  average  of  fish  over  11  lb. ,  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  there  ^  are  always  two  or  three 
very  small  ones ;  the  biggest  in  that  catch  was 
32Jlb.  Whilst  conger  fishing,  as  I  have  before  said, 
we  catch  an  occasional  bass,  and  often  very  large 
spotted  dogs.  There  are  large  skate  caught,  too, 
but  last  year  they  were  not  much  tried  for.  I  fear 
that  I  have  made  this  letter  an  unconscionable 
length,  but  I  would  ask  you  to  remember  that  the 
fishing  hero  spoken  of  is  practically  unknown. 

Bognor  is  within  an  hour  and  a  half  of  London, 
and  there  are  cheap  tickets.  My  thanks  are  due  to 
the  Bognor  Amateur  Angling  Society,  who  showed 
me  (as  they  do  any  visitor  who  cares  to  join)  what 
good  fishing  there  was,  and  anyone  coming  to  fish 
here  cannot  do  better  than  become  a  member, 
which  they  can  for  the  nominal  sum  of  3s.  6d., 
when  the  latest  information  will  be  given  them. 
The  Bedford  Hotel  is  the  headquarters,  and  any 
letters  addressed  to  the  secretary  there  will  be 
answered.  Inasmuch  as  a  good  new  ground  is  of 
interest  to  all  anglers,  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to 
find  space  for  this  letter  in  your  valuable  paper. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Coxgek. 

LIVE-BAIT  KEEPING  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Musicus  "  re  live-baits, 
the  following  experience  may  be  of  use.  This 
winter  we  have  taken  the  bait-can  when  reaching, 
and  all  small  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  etc.,  we  brought 
home.  By  a  lucky  chance  we  were  in  possession  of 
a  disused  slate  water-trough,  4ft.  long,  3ft.  high, 
and  1ft.  wide.  Hitherto  we  have  kept  them  in  an 
open  bath,  but  had  many  casualties,  so  we  gave 
the  trough  a  trial,  and  had  signal  success.  We  had 
noticed  how  the  dark  backs  of  roach  had  changed 
to  a  light  green,  and  this  gave  us  a  hint — they  had 
too  much  light.  The  sides  of  the  trough  kept  out 
the  light  a  great  deal,  and  we  covered  half  the  top 
with  an  iron  plate.  As  we  did  not  have  the  means 
of  supplying  a  constant  stream  of  water,  we  gave 
them  a  fresh  supply  alternate  days,  taking  out  the 
stale  and  adding  fresh.  We  gave  the  trough  a 
thorough  clean  out  every  fortnight.  Crumbs  of 
broad  and  gentles  in  small  quantities  kept  them  in 
good  condition.    Large  quantities  are  not  entirely 
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eaten,  and  so  help  to  vitiate  the  water.  From  the 
end  of  September  until  now  we  have  kept  close  on 
five  dozen  without  one  casualty.  Of  course,  the 
stock  was  altered  as  we  used  the  baits  up,  and 
replaced  them  by  others.  Ordinary  tap  water  was 
used,  and  Bristol  water  is  renowned  for  its  hardness. 
Pond  roach  seem  the  most  hardy  under  such  con- 
ditions— they  will  not  die.  The  reason  why  so 
many  glass  aquariums  fail  is,  I  think,  not  so  much 
due  to  the  water,  but  to  over-exposure  to  light, 
which  is  entirely  different  under  natural  conditions. 
Goldfish  are  no  criterion,  their  vitality  being  so 
much  lower  than  roach,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

RUTILUS. 


THAMES  LIVE-BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  always  read  with  interest  the 
articles  that  have  appeared  in  your  valuable  paper 
re  the  Thames  live-bait,  and  I  see  the  Daily 
Telegraph  on  Feb.  9  also  alluding  to  the  same 
question,  and  stating  that  various  angling  societies 
were  in  communication  with  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy respecting  a  new  bye-law  to  protect  the 
small  fry.  I  sincerely  hope  that  some  strong 
measures  will  be  enforced  to  stop  the  wholesale 
depletion  of  the  river  of  its  undersized  fish. 

As  I  live  at  Teddington  (which  is  practically  the 
headquarters  of  this  "industry"),  I  have  seen  a 
good  deal  of  the  enormous  number  of  small  daco 
and  roach  that  are  being  sold  by  professional 
fishermen  to  supply  tlie  London  dealers,  to  be 
afterwards  sent  all  over  the  country.  Now,  Mr. 
Editor,  does  it  seem  right  that  "  Old  Father 
Thames"  should  be  made  to  supply  bait  for  other 
waters  ?  Why  is  it  that  the  fish  breeding  establish- 
ments cannot  supply  the  all-necessary  live-bait  at 
the  same  price  as  the  Thames  fish,  namely,  Is.  6d. 
per  dozen,  allowing,  of  course,  a  profit  to  the  shop- 
keepers ?  If  the  fish  breeders  would  come  to  our 
assistance  that  would  go  a  good  way  to  solving  the 
difficulty. 

After  all,  what  we  wish  to  see,  and  you  especially, 
Mr.  Editor,  I  know,  is  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the 
Thames,  from  the  lordly  salmon  to  the  little 
minnow,  and  the  quickest  way  to  arrive  at  this 
satisfactory  state  of  things  is  to  prohibit  the  whole- 
sale slaughter  of  the  "innocents." — Yours  truly, 

EXFORD. 


MAHSEER,  SHARKS'  EGGS,  AND  ROCK 
SALMON. 

Dear  Sib, — Having  been  a  reader  of  your  in- 
structive paper  for  some  years,  I  venture  to  address 
you  a  few  lines  on  the  above  subjects. 

Mahaeer. — In  your  issue  of  Feb.  10  this  fish  is 
classed  with  the  carp.  Surely  this  must  be  a 
mistake  ?  This  fish  will  take  a  fly  or  a  spinning 
bait :  carp  will  not  do  so.  In  appearance,  as  far  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  they  are  built  exactly  on 
the  lines  of  a  barbel,  and  it  has  the  same  appen- 
dages from  the  mouth. 

Sharks'  eggs. — Whether  these  are  the  eggs  of  the 
shark,  the  dogfish,  or  the  skate,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say,  or  if  sharks  propagate  through  the  medium 
of  ova ;  but  one  thing  I  am  prepared  to  vouch  for, 
and  that  is,  that  I  have  seen  young  ones,  five  and 
six  inches  long,  taken  out  of  a  shark's  stomach. 
The  following  are  the  facts:  On  a  voyage  from 
Calcutta  to  London  some  years  since  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  a  very  large  shark  was  caught,  killed,  and 
cut  open,  and  inside  were  several  young  ones  alive, 
and  when  pub  into  a  bucket  of  sea  water  they 
swam  about !  Whether  sharks'  young  ones  take 
refuge  inside  the  parent  fish  (as  do  young  snakes), 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  However,  I  venture  to 
state  the  above  as  it  may  interest  you  and  your 
readers. 

"  Rock  salmon  "  are  regularly  sold  in  Southport 
Market.  The  head  is  cut  off.  They  are  really 
large  silver  hake.  Apologising  for  taking  up  your 
valuable  space. — Yours  truly,         C.  J.  Brooke. 

P.S. — The  silver  hake  is  sold  in  Manchester  also 
under  the  name  of  "  rock  salmon." 


WHAT  IS  ROCK  SALMON  ? 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  look  at  your  issue  of  Dec.  9, 
1905,  p.  419,  you  will  see  what  I  say  about  rock 
salmon.  I  have  other  information  of  the  same  sort 
from  other  parts.  I  find  these  dogfish  are  also 
called  Dutch  eels  in  some  of  the  eastern  counties. 
They  are  skinned  and  trimmed  for  the  markets. 
The  name  "flake"  has  been  suggested  here,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  will  replace  the  others  by  which 
they  have  been  known  for  the  last  twenty  years.- — 
Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth.   

HOW  TO  DISTINGUISH  SALMON  FROM 
SEA-TROUT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  in  for  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  at  sea.  I  have  read  a  great  many  articles  on 
fishing,  and  have  been  very  much  interested  in  "  The 


Sea-Fisherman,"  written  by  the  late  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 
I  would  like  to  get  hold  of  a  book  giving  a  descrip- 
tion of  fish — how  to  be  able  to  tell  a  salmon  from 
a  grilse,  salmon  trout,  rainbow  trout,  aea-trout,  and 
lake  trout.  The  little  yellow  trout  in  the  streams  I 
know.  All  the  books  that  I  have  read  do  not  give 
a  full  description  of  tliese  fish,  and  if  you  can  assist 
me  in  what  books  to  get  on  sea  fishing,  locality, 
time,  and  description,  I  would  esteem  it  a  great 
favour.  My  boundaries  are  from  the  Tyne  to  Tees. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

G.  M. 

\"  G.  M."  should  write  to  Mr.  Upcott  Gill,  Bazaar 
Office,  Drury-lane,  London,  and  to  Mr.  Horace  Cox, 
Field  Office,  Bream'a-buildings,  London,  for  par- 
ticulars of  their  books  on  sea  fishing;  but  they  will 
not  help  our  correspondent  to  catch  salmon  and 
trout  in  the  sea.  I  give  a  practical  illustration 
of  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the  salmon,  etc.,  on 
p.  109.— Ed.] 


RECORD  POLLACK. 

Dear  Sir, — Supposing  Messrs.  Matthews  and 
Hart  were  whiffing  with  hand-lines,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  if  they  used  pipe-leaded  lines 
or  single  lead.  Some  years  ago,  when  living  in  the 
West  of  England,  for  a  whole  season  I  fished  a 
pipe-leaded  line  against  a  single-leaded  one,  and 
found  no  difference.  The  pipe-leads  were  at  every 
two  fathoms.  In  all  other  respects  the  lines  were 
the  same — from  lowest  lead  or  from  single  lead  to 
hook  five  fathoms :  two  fathoms  of  two-stranded 
snooding,  two  fathoms  of  copper  wire,  and  one 
fathom  of  gut. 

A  friend  of  mine  at  the  same  time  was  trying 
the  difference  of  fitment  on  the  north  coast  of 
Cornwall,  and  his  experience  was  that  he  caught 
far  better  with  single  lead.  Of  course  the  single 
lead  is  much  the  handiest,  as  with  two  lines  any 
depth  of  water  can  be  fished  as  only  a  change  of 
lead  is  necessary  or  no  lead  at  all,  whereas  when 
pipe  leads  on  lines  are  used  four  lines  are  necessary 
— two  with  loz.  leads  and  two  with  lead-wire 
twisted  round,  so  as  to  be  able  to  fish  in  different 
depths. — Yours  truly,  W.  Hugh  Berners. 


LECTURERS  ON  FISHING  TOPICS. 

De.'\ji  Sir, — I  have  been  requested  by  my 
committee  to  ask  you  if  you  could  kindly  give 
us  a  list  of  gentlemen  who  lecture  on  various 
fishing  topics  and  the  fees  they  are  likely  to  charge. 
If  you  can  do  so  we  should  esteem  it  a  great 
favour. — Yours  truly, 

G.  M.  LuNT, 
Hon.  Sec.  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society. 
27,  Balaclava-road,  Roath  Park,  Cardiff. 

[I  do  not  now  recommend  lecturers  on  fishing 
topics  as  the  result  has  not  been  satisfactory 
always.  The  best  way  will  be  for  lecturers  to  send 
their  fees  and  their  references  and  their  subjects 
—Ed.] 


FISHING'  AT  BALA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  let  me  know  any 
particulars  of  the  fishing  to  be  had  at  Bala. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  G. 

LARGE  PIKE  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — Talking  with  an  angler  recently 
about  the  small  size  of  pike  caught  in  the  Thames 
lately,  he  maintained  there  were  still  plenty  of 
301b.  fish  in  the  river.  Could  you  or  any  corre- 
spondent inform  me  of  the  last  authentic  capture  of 
that  weight,  also  of  the  decline  in  their  general 
weight  compared  with  the  increased  size  of  roach  7 
—Yours  truly,         Edward  W.  Cox  (C.L.P.S.). 


FISHING  AT  KILLARNEY  AND  LOCH 
LOMOND. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  through  the  columns  of  your  paper  if 
they  know  anything  about  the  fishing  at  Killarney 
from  the  Southern  or  Victoria  Hotel  in  June,  or  of 
Loch  Lomond  from  Tarbet  at  same  time  of  year  ? 
and  oblige  yours  truly,  W. 


"ABSURDITIES  OF  REPORTERS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  sorry  to  see  an  "  Occasional 
Note "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  3  headed 
"Absurdities  of  Reporters."  I  must  beg  of  you 
not  to  be  too  particular  in  editing  fishing  reports. 
We  of  the  north  must  catch  anglers,  keep  our  hotels 
full,  and  sell  the  "  local  pattern,"  and  there  is  no 
better  means  to  that  end  than  the  Fishing  Gazette 
reports. — Yours  truly,  John  Pateeson. 

Greenock. 


"THE  SEA-FISHERMAN"— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  article,  "The  Sea-Fisher- 
man," in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  3,  there  ap[)'  .iri 
to  be  a  discrepancy  in  the  paragraph  dealing  witli 
the  lugworm.  The  description  is  that  of  the  rag- 
worm,  which  is  found  amongst  the  stony  gravel 
near  low-water  mark.  The  lugworm  is  a  san 
worm,  and  has  no  legs.  As  to  either  being  usele 
imless  fresh,  I  know  many  very  old  hands  who  ' 
not  use  them  fresh,  and  keep  them  till  well  decoi 
posed,  and  these  men  always  catch  more  fish  tha 
anyone  else,  which  they  eay  is  simply  owing  to  i ' 
old  bait. — Yours  truly,  j.  S.  Ellob. 

"AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  ON  SPORT  IN' 
NEW  ZEALAND." 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  account  by 
American  angler  of  the  "  tarpon  "  rods  used  for  trout' 
fishing  at  Lake  Rotorua,  New  Zealand,  to  which 
you  refer  in  your  editorial  notes  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette,  it  should  be  explained  that  these 
are  the  rods  supplied  by  the  "  Hot  Lakes  Steam 
Navigation  Company "  to  the  tourists  (most 
whom  have  never  handled  a  fishing-rod  in  th«| 
lives  before),  who  go  out  in  large  parties  "  dredging 
for  rainbow  trout  from  steam  or  petrol  launches  in 
the  same  spirit  in  which  they  would  "  shoot  the 
chutes,"  or  take  the  railway  up  Vesuvius  ! 

The  launch  company,  after  having  experienci 
countless  smashes  of  their  more  orthodox  tac' 
have  tried,  in  self-defence,  to  evolve  some  form 
rod  and  line  which  should  be  unbreakable  by  tl 
most  eager  tourist,  but  so  far,  I  believe,  ^witho' 
success. 

The  tackle  which  has  been  found  most  suitable 
for  horul  fide  angling  at  Rotorua  consists  of  a  light 
single-handed  fly-rod,  built  a  trifle  stiffer  than  fo 
this  country,  and  used  in  conjunction  with  "sej 
trout"  gut. 

Heaven  only  knows  what  the  gallant  capts 
("of  the  Manila  forces"),  who  is  mentioned 
having  proudly  put  in  half  an  hour  landing 
4-pounder,  would  have  done  if  he  had  happene 
on  a  really  decent  fish  of  some  121b.  or  1611 
weight.  Probably  he'woruld  be  playing  him  still ! 
Yours  truly,  A.  G.  Campbell. 


"SIMPLE  DYES  FOR  GUT." 

Deab  Sir, — I  for  one  would  esteem  it  a  grei 
favour  if  the  author  of  the  very  interesting  artid 
under  the  above  heading  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ( 
Jan.  27  would  give  fuller  particulars  of  his  dyeio 
operations,  such  as — What  amount  of  hot  wat« 
does  he  put  the  "  Dolly  "  dye  into  7  How  long  doe 
he  keep  it  in  ?  What  proportion  of  the  resultin 
dye  to  water  does  he  put  into  the  pickle  jar  7  ] 
this  water  also  warm  ?  How  long  does  he  keep  th 
gut  in  it  ? 

All   the  authorities  on  fishing,  including  th 
Badminton  Library,  I  have  consulted  are  very 
vague  in  their  "  staining "  details,  whereas  omi 
would  fancy  in  nothing  more  is  greater  precisii 
required. 

At  present  the  gut  merchant  makes  much  pn 
from  the  "staining  "  attempts  of  yours  truly. 

Ink  and  Wateb. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 
NEAR  DOUGLAS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  of 
any  of  your  readers  could  let  me  know,  through  th. 
medium  of  your  valuable  paper  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
what  fishing  there  is  to  be  had  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
near  Douglas  for  preference,  about  the  month  of 
June.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.  —  Yours 
truly,  Manxman. 

BAITS  AT  DOVER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  one  of 
your  readers  would  inform  me  of  a  reliable  bait 
seller  at  Dover. — Yours  truly,    E.  Owen  Jones. 


"PIKE  FISHING  IN  NORFOLK  WATERS." 

Dear  Sib, — Re  the  article  on  "  Pike  Fishing  in 
Norfolk  Waters "  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  3,  may  I  make  a  few  corrections 
therein  ?  I  should  think  it  must  be  several  years 
since  your  correspondent  fished  from  Heigham,  as 
for  the  last  three  years  Heigham  Sounds  have  been 
strictly  closed  for  pike  fishing,  and  the  only  time 
Mr.  Boning,  the  present  owner,  gives  permission  ii 
after  the  shooting  is  over.  Hickling  is  just  in  the 
same  position.  Horsey  Mere  is  strictly  preserved 
by  Sir  Alfred  Harms  worth ;  also  Sommerton  is 
closed  to  the  public.  I  think  the  best  places  are 
at  present  the  Barton,  Ormsby,  Filby,  and  a  couple 
of  broads  on  the  River  Yare. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Salingeb, 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Thk  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
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good'  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
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to  The  Fishisg  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  aU  money  payments  should 
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page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstans 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdrertixementH  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  "Coming  of  Age"  Dinner. 

•  With  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  on  his  right  and 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Ford 
North  on  his  left,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
was  well  supported  by  previous  chairmen  when 
he  presided  at  the  "  coming  of  age  "  dinner  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Olub  last  Tuesday  evening.  The 
Duke,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  report,  expressed 
himself  as  greatly  pleMed  with  his  reception  and 
at  the  very  pleasant  evening  he  had  spent  with 
the  Fly  Fishers,  and  I  am  quite  sure  all  the  members 
heartily  endorsed  the  pleasant  words  of  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  chairman. 
I,  as  usual,  omitted  to  say  several  things  I  wished 
to  say — to  refer  to  the  excellent  work  of  the  dinner 
committee,  to  the  menu  card  with  its  clever  illustra- 
tions— but  I  felt  depressed  by  the  death  of  our  old 
friend  and  esteemed  first  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
David  Wilson,  who  for  so  many  years  did  such 
good  work  for  the  club  and  organised  so  many 
successful  dinners.  As  Mr,  Senior  again  so  well 
pointed  out  in  his  capital  speech,  the  cement 
which  holds  the  club  together  is  nothing  but 
sentiment,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  stronger  than 
sentiment. 


convince  anglers  in  some  way  that  it  is  what  some 
anglers  assert  it  is — namely,  a  destroyer  of  fly- 
fishing, and  on  a  par  with  the  (illegal)  use  of 
salmon  roe  as  bait,  etc.  My  view  is  that  no 
angler  should  use  prawn  or  minnow  if  he  can  get 
the  fish  with  the  fly.  I  should  like  to  see  it 
made  illegal  to  use  more  than  one,  or  at  most  two, 
trebles  on  any  bait  for  salmon. 

I  asked  a  friead  who  has  no  hesitation  about 
using  a  prawn  if  the  circumstances  call  for  it  to 
give  me  his  views,  and  he  says ; — 

'  Last  summer  an  angling  friend  who  had  taken 
the  early  fishing  on  a  Norwegian  river,  and  had 
found  it  quite  out  of  trim  in  June,  gave  me  a  call 
on  his  way  to  look  for  some  other  water.  As  the 
river  he  had  rented  generally  fished  well,  I  rather 
combated  his  intention  of  not  trying  it  again 
later. 

'  In  the  third  week  of  July  he  wrote  me  that  he 
had  gone  to  fish  it  again,  and  had  done  splendidly, 
all  with  fly,  in  the  few  days  he  fished,  presumedly 
all  that  were  left  of  his  tenancy.  His  letter  went 
on  to  say  that  an  angler  who  had  fished  the  water 
the  previous  season  had  found  fly  useless,  and  had 
written  that  he  attributed  this  to  prawning.  My 
correspondent  added  that  the  previous  year's 
angler  was  evidently  wrong,  as  proved  by  this  later 
success  with  fly. 

"  In  my  reply  I  could  not  help  remarking  that 
it  was  only  one  ihore  instance  of  the  mistake  to 
which  all  or  most  of  us  were  prone,  of  seeking  to 
construct  a  general  theory  on  isolated  experiences. 

"  I  am  myself  unable  to  believe  that  prawn, 
more  than  other  lures,  can  have  a  directly 
bad  influence  on  fly  fishing ;  but  were  I  editor  I 
should  take  no  strong  side,  save  that  of  rebuking, 
ever  so  little,  such  correspondents  as  expressed 
themselves  too  cocksure  of  anything  concerning 
the  habits  of  salmon. 

"  My  experience  is  that  when  fish  are  lying  near 
the  surface,  say  on  days  of  drizzle,  on  afternoons 
when  after  a  still,  morning  a  breeze  springs  up,  and 
late  on  evenings  after  a  bright  day,  the  fly  is  taken 
more  readily  than  anything." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  on 

Prawn  Fishing  for  Salmon. 
Since  the  above  was  in  type,  it  is  very  interesting 
to  find  that  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  in 
his  speech  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner,  spoke 
on  this  question,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
view  expressed  by  his  Grace  are  the  views  of  the 
great  majority  of  sportsmen — namely,  that  although 
he  personally  did  not  put  spinning  and  prawn 
fishing  for  salmon  on  the  same  plane  as  fly  fishing, 
yet  that  he  would  not  for  a  moment  condemn  either 
spinning  or  prawn  fishing  as  unsportsmanlike  when 
used  imder  conditions  which  might  call  for  them 


On  the  Ethics  of  Prawn  Fishing  for  Salmon. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Feb.  3  there  was  an 
article  on  "Prawning"  or  "Shrimping"  for 
Salmon.  This  led  a  salmon  angler  to  write  what  I 
considered  an  uncalled-for  attack  on  prawn  fishing 
generally,  and  that  by  an  angler  who  wished  to 
write  under  a  nom  de  flume.  I  replied  that  as  his 
letter  would  give  offence  to  many  very  good 
anglers,  I  could  only  insert  it  if  he  gave  his  name 
and  address.  At  first  he  agreed,  but  then  wrote 
again  saying:  "On  second  thoughts  I  prefer  that 
my  name  should  not  appear  in  connection  with 
my  letter  on  prawn  fishing."  Why  ?  Because 
"  many  of  my  friends  use  the  prawn,  and  I  should 
not  like  personally  to  hurt  their  feelings."  Exactly. 
The  only  way  to  stop  prawning  for  salmon  is  to 


New  Book  by  "  The  Amateur  Angler." 

Mr.  E.  Marston  has  in  the  press  a  new  volume 
to  be  called  "  Fishing  for  Pleasure  and  Catching 
It."  The  volume  will  contain  an  account  of  his 
various  holiday  angling  excursions  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  described  in  fourteen  chapters,  to 
which  are  added  two  chapters  on  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  North  Wales,  by  R.  B.  Marston.  It 
will  form  a  handsome  crown  8vo  volume  of  about 
160  pages,  with  fifteen  illustrations,  printed  at  the 
Chiswick  Press  and  on  Chiswick  Press  specially 
prepared  antique  laid  paper.  The  work  will  be 
ready  for  publication  early  in  March,  and  will  be 
published  by  Mr.  T.  Werner  Laurie,  Clifford's  Inn, 
London,  E.C.  The  published  price  will  be  3s.  6d 
net. 


Huchen  at  the  Zoo. 

On  Tuesday  last,  Feb.  20,  Mr.  William  Gilbey, 
who  is  conducting  the  experiments  of  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association,  placed  specimens  of  the  young 
huchen,  or  Danubian  salmon,  and  of  the  ordinary 
British  salmon  in  separate  tanks  at  the  Zoological 
Gardens.  The  young  fish  arrived  from  the  hatchery 
at  Denham  quite  safely,  and  are  now  on  view  in 
the  Fish  House  of  the  Society.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  huchen  (Salmo  hucho)  has  been  on 
view  for  the  public  in  this  country.    We  must  not 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London 
the  Second  Edition  of ' '  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. ' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  tnbiect.  '—FUhinji  GfatetU. 


forget,  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  reminded  us  at  the 
dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  that  the  huchen  is 
a  voracious  fish  of  prey,  and  that  it  is  rather 
handicapping  the  young  salmon  to  give  them  yet 
another  enemy  to  face. 

A  Note  from  Denmark. 

Everyone  sympathises  with  our  beloved  Queen 
in  the  loss  she  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  her 
father.     Our  old  and  esteemed  corroBpondenfc 
Rugde,"  writing  on  Feb.  17  from  Denmark, 

says : — 

'The  place  is  full  of  royalties  from  all  over 
Europe  and  their  representatives.  The  German 
Emperor  arrives  to-day.  The  State  procession 
yesterday  was  fairly  effective,  but  the  extremely 
ong  funeral  train,  as  it  passed  slowly  out  of  Copen- 
hagen, drawn  by  express  engines  draped  in  black, 
impressed  me  more. 

'  He  was  a  fine  gentleman  as  well  as  king,  and 
universally  popular  in  his  country.  I  met  him 
walking  in  the  streets  with  the  Russian  Empress 
not  long  ago,  and  he  was  in  his  usual  health." 

An  Angler  on  the  Lea  Valley  Water  Bill. 

Few  anglers  have  fished  the  Lea  longer  or  take 
more  interest  in  the  river  than  Mr.  Francis  Howse, 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Amwell  Magna  Fishery,  and  it 
is  very  reassuring  to  find  from  his  letter,  which 
appeared  in  the  Field  last  week  (Feb.  17),  given  on 
another  page,  that  he  thinks  the  effect  of  the 
proposed  alterations  will  benefit  everyone  con- 
cerned. The  most  important  thing  of  all  is  as 
soon  as  possible  to  remove  all  outfalls  from  sewers 
or  sewage  farms  to  some  point  well  below  the 
lowest  intake  of  the  Water  Board.  In  case  of  an 
outbreak  of  typhoid  in  any  of  the  towns  which 
now  turn  their  sewage  into  the  Lea  above  the 
intake  of  the  Water  Board,  we  might  have  an 
epidemic  in  London  such  asmight.destroy  thousands 
of  lives. 

Desteitction  of  Rivers  and  Waste  of  Water. 

I  suppose  it  is  hopeless  to  prevent  the  tapping 
of  the  springs  feeding  the  head-waters  of  the  Lea 
and  its  tributaries,  the  Colne  and  its  tributaries, 
and  the  Daren th,  by  which  those  rivers  are  being 
gradually  destroyed.  At  this  time  of  year  more 
water  than  could  be  used  in  any  summer  goes 
down  our  rivers  to  the  sea  uselessly.  Some  day 
we  shall  learn  to  impound  it  instead  of  spending 
millions  in  stealing  water  from  Wales  or  other 
districts. 

Salmon  Marked  with  a  Black  Cross. 

An  old  angling  friend,  "  Watchett,"  writes  to  me 
from  Glonmel :  — 

"  A  fine  new  salmon  was  lately  taken  in  the 
River  Suir  between  Clonmel  and  the  tide,  distinctly 
marked  on  the  side  of  the  jaw  with  a  black  cross, 
seemingly  in  black  ink,  probably  rendered  in  some 
way  indelible,  as  it  must  have  been  done  when  foul, 
as  no  one  would  return  a  fresh  fish  to  the  river.  It 
weighed  about  201b." 

Good  Pike. 

The  best  pike  I  have  heard  of  as  being  taken 
just  recently  were  a  19^-pounder  got  by  Mr.  Hugh 
T.  Sheringham,  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  and 
one  of  2G^\h.  caught  near  Maidstone.  My  experi- 
ence this  season  confirms  my  view  that  pike  are 
very  sluggish  for  a  few  days  after  the  fij-st  setting 
in  of  cold  weather — they  get  used  to  it  after  a  bit, 
but  at  first  they  feed  very  sparingly  and  fight  as  if 
numbed.  A  spell  of  mild  weather  after  a  frosty 
time  is  what  I  have  always  found  best. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


The  Rearing  of  Salmon. — At  the  laboratory 
of  the  Marine  Biological  Association,  Plymouth, 
an  interesting  experiment  in  the  rearing  of  salmon 
is  being  made.  A  score  of  smolts  have  been  for- 
warded by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  from  the  Endsleigh 
Fishery,  and  these  are  being  gradually  transferred 
from  fresh  water  to  sea  water.  For  ten  or  twelve 
days  they  have  been  in  a  tank  through  which  sea 
and  fresh  water  run  in  equal  proportions,  and  they 
are  just  about  to  be  removed  to  a  salt-water  tank. 
They  are  fed  on  a  patent  food,  consisting  of  fish, 
flesh,  and  liver,  also  on  worms.  Dog  biscuits  have 
been  placed  in  the  tank,  but  these  the  fish  have  not 
taken.  So  far  not  a  single  smolt  has  been  lost,  and 
when  they  have  been  placed  in  the  salt-water  tank 
other  smolts  will  be  sent  from  Endsleigh.— 0.  S.  in 
the  Field. 

[2] 
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ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE  FLY 

FISHERS'  CLUB. 

Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Tuesday 
Evening,  Februaey  20. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon,  K.G.,  presided  at  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  The  affair  was  in  every  way  a 
great  success,  and  the  club  was  very  fortunate  in 
having  such  a  charming  speaker  and  good  sportsman 
as  the  noble  duke  to  preside.  Once  again  the 
dinner  committee  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  C.  A.  M. 
Skues,  gave  everybody  satisfaction  by  their  admir- 
able arrangements  and  the  musical  entertainment 
they  provided. 

Among  those  present  were :  —  Allen,  Francis  ; 
Allen,  Rev.  John;  Allen,  Wm.  C;  Arnold,  H. 
R.  ;  Baiss,  Arnold ;  BanUs,  J.  R. ;  Barton, 
C.  S.  :  Bathurst,  Cyril  P.  ;  Bell,  F.  J. ;  Bennett, 
H. ;  Bidder,  H.  F.  ;  Blurxdell,  Robt.  C.  ;  Bond, 
G.  W. ;  Bond.  R.  H.  :  Bougl6,  L.  ;  Bourchier, 
E.  H. ;  Box.  W.  W. ;  Bradford,  R. ;  Brent,  A.; 
Brown,  H.  H.  ;  Browning.  L  H. ;  Burton,  Percy  C. ; 
Burtt,  C.  K. ;  Bywaters,  C  H.  ;  Calvert,  Edwin  M.  ; 
Carter,  Col.  H.  M.,  C.B.  ;  Catchpool,  C.  R.  ;  Chinn, 
Harold  W.  ;  Clarke.  L.  S.  Graham  ;  Clayton, 
Edward  ;  Close,  Rev.  H.  S.  ;  Clowes.  W.  A. ;  Collier, 
T.  S. ;  Collins,  F.  ;  Cornewall.  W.  F.  ;  Corser,  J.  S.  ; 
Cracroft,  R.  W. ;  Cullen,  Commander ;  Cunliffe, 
Roger;  Diwson,  William  ;  Deckers.  L.  ;  Denbigh, 
Earl  of  ;  Downing.  Thomas  W.  ;  Duncum,  W.  J.  ; 
Edmonds,  W  ;  Ellis,  H.  J.  ;  England,  W.  J.  ; 
Farrer,  Arthur  R.  ;  Ffeanell,  Henry  ;  Ferry,  E.  A.  ; 
Finch,  R.  T.  ;  Fitch,  C.  E.  ;  Fox,  Sliirley  ;  Frend, 

E.  C.  ;  Fulton.  D.  Legut ;  Godwin,  Hairy;  Gold- 
smith, Walter  L. ;  Gow,  Dr.  W.  J.,  M.D.  ;  Grant,  J. 
W.  H.  ;  Gregory.  Roger  ;  Hamilton,  Lord  Claud  J.  ; 
Harrington,  S.  W  ;  Harris,  Major  J.  J.  ;  Hassam, 
C.  A.  ;  Headley.  R.  H.  ;  H-ppell.  J.  T.  ;  Hill, 
Arthur;  Holmo,  E.  Horace  ;  Howard,  E  Stafford; 
Howard,  G.  H.  ;  Hughes,  W.  Tatham  ;  Irgens.  J.  ; 
Jannings,  E.  ;  Jeans,  C.  E.  ;  Kent,  Arthur  C.  ;  Kind, 
G.  E.  ;  Kvrke,  A.  Venables ;  Kyrke,  R  H. 
Venables  ;  Lake,  H.  G.  ;  Lambert,  W.  P.  ;  Leach, 
Basil ;  Leach,  H.  R.  ;  Leach,  Herbert  P.  ;  Leach, 
Richard  H.  W.  ;  Lindsell.  A.  J.  G. ;  Li^iter,  G.  G.  ; 
Longhurat,  H  B.  ;  Lord,  F.  W.  ;  Loysel,  J.  ; 
McLind,  G.  ;  Markie,  G.  E.  ;  Mahafly,  R.  P.  ; 
Malcolm,  W.  A.  ;  Malins,  Ht^nry  Soicer;  Marriott, 

F.  W.  P.  ;  Marston,  E.  P. ;  Marston.  R.  B.  ; 
Meiklejohn.  M.  T.  C. ;  Mellor,  Godfrey  W.  Pagot ; 
Mellor,  J.  P.  ;  Michell,  Capt.  H.  :  Mdles,  C.  W.  ; 
Montgomery.  R.  M. ;  Mordle.  W.  ;  Mortimnr,  R.  G.  ; 
Murton,  W.  B.  ;  Nixey,  W.  G  ;  Norris,  Hedley  F.  ; 
North,  Hon.  Sir  Ford ;  Orton,  Dr.  G.  "  H.  ; 
Panchaud,  J.  A. ;  Pater  on.  John;  Paterson,  Dr.  T. 
W.  S.  ;  Payne,  Arthur  M.  ;  Pavton,  Cha^.  A  ; 
Pocklington,  G  ;  Poole,  A.  C.  ;  iPotter,  John  C.  ; 
Purves,  J.  ;  Ramsbottom,  G.  H.  ;  Ratcliff.  W. 
Milner;  Rawling.  L.  P.;  Repton,  A.  G.  ;  R^u.ss, 
C.  K.  ;  Richer,  T.  W. ;  Rob -on,  A.  W.  Mayo, 
F.R.C.S.  ;  Schblling,  C.  ;  Scott.  Cater;  S^ott.  C.  A. 
Reid- ;  Sliearrnan.  M.  ;  Sheriffs,  Rev.  F.  Percy ; 
Sheringham,  H.  T.  ;  Sdnior,  W.  ;  Severn,  A.  ; 
Severn,  A.  R.  ;  Seward,  VV.  J.  :  Sewill,  J.  Sefton  ; 
Simpson,  A  T.  ;  S  iues.  G.  E.  M.  :  Snapa,  Ernest; 
Smith,  C.  ;  Smith,  H.  Newson- ;  Stephen-on,  Guy  ; 
Tomes,  C.  S.,  F.R  S.  ;  Tosh,  John;  Towse,  ,J. 
Wrench ;  Toyanby,  M. ;  Treatt,  R.  C.  ;  Vaux,  G.  C.  ; 
Vernon,  J.  Bowater  ;  Vernon.  T.  Bowater ;  Villiers, 
Col.  E.,  A.D.C.  ;  Voelcker,  Dr.  Arthur;  Voelcker, 
Dr.  J.  A.  ;  Walker,  John  ;  Wardle,  Sir  Thomas  ; 
Warren,  Alfred  L.  ;  Watkins,  Rev.  P.  Morgan; 
Watney,  Daniel ;  Watney,  Dendy ;  Watson,  John- 
ston ;  Williams,  A.;  Williams,  C.  D. ;  Wilson, 
Chas.  A.  ;  Wilson,  Hy. ;  Wood,  Guy. 

The  Chairman  was  received  with  loud  cheers  on 
rising  to  propo.se  the  toast  of  "The  King."  His 
Grace  said :  Gentlemen  — Before  we  proceed  to  the 
business  of  this  evening  it  is  my  duty  to  make  you 
a  humble  apology  for  having  kept  you  waiting  so 
long  this  evening.  ("No,  no.")  When  anything 
goes  wrong  the  first  thing  that  occurs  to  most  of 
us  is  to  try  and  shift  the  blame  on  to  soma  one 
else's  shoulders.  In  this  I  regret  to  say  I  have 
been  unsuccessful.  (Laughter.)  But  let  me  express 
the  hope  that  the  half  hour  during  which  I  kept 
you  waiting  was  profitably  employed  by  you, 
for  it  is  legendary  that  fishers  have  a  wonderful 
capacity  for  anecdote,  and  I  trust  that  you 
became  so  engrossed  in  speculation  as  to  the 
absolute  foundation  there  miy  have  been  for 
the  narratives  which  I  have  no  doubt  were  pas- 
sing from  one  to  the  other,  that  the  ,time  sped 
quickly,  and  that  those  hard  words  which  were 
due  to  me  wore  left,  not  unearned,  but  unexpressed. 
(Checrb  and  laughter.)    Now,  gentlemen,  I  give 


you  the  health  of  His  Majesty  the  King.  It  is  a 
toast  that  needs  no  words  from  me  to  ensure  its 
acceptance  by  you,  but  at  such  a  time  as  this  I 
think  we  should  be  wanting  in  loyalty  if  we  wore 
not  to  express  our  sympathy  with  the  King  and 
Queen  in  the  bereavement  which  has  just  fallen 
upon  the  Royal  House.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  We  all  of  us 
know  the  kindly  interest  which  their  Majesties  take 
in  all  that  appertains  to  their  subjects ;  we  know 
that  they  look  upon  our  joys  and  sorrows  as  their 
own  ;  and,  asking  to-night  to  be  allowed  to  look 
upon  theirs  as  ours,  we  tender  them  our  warmest 
sympathy  in  the  loss  which  they  have  sustained. 
Gentlemen — the  King. 


speech.  (Laughter.)  In  many  cases  the  appetite 
with  which  he  sat  down  to  such  a  bounteous  repast 
as  we  have  had  to-night  has  disappeared,  and  he 
has  been  sitting,  nervously  counting  the  seconds 
till  that  fatal  moment  arrives  when  he  has  to  get  on 
his  legs  ;  and  possibly  all  he  sees  around  him  is  a  sea 
of  faces,  many'of  whom  he  knows  but  at  that  moment 
he  fails  to  distinguish  any  of  them.  (Laughter.) 
Ideas  chase  one  another  through  his  brain  without 
assuming  any  coherent  form,  and  he  wishes  that 
some  one  else  was  in  his  shoes.  (Continued 
laughter.)  I  heard  a  story  the  other  day  which  I 
thought  was  rather  appo.site  to  that  condition  of 
things ;  it  was  a  story  told  of  no  less  a  person 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O. 
(Chairman  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner,  Feb.  20,  1900.) 


The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  Mr. 
Randell  Jackson  singing  the  solo. 

The  Chairman  received  an  ovation  on  rising  to 
propose  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Fly  Fishers' 
Club."  His  Grace  said:  Gentlemen, — I  now  Lave 
to  approach  a  more  difficult  task  in  the  remarks 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  make  in  proposing  this 
toast.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  always  envied 
those  who  are  blessed — for  it  is  a  blessing,  I  think 
— with  the  facility  for  making  after-dinner  speeches. 
The  after-dinner  speech  made  by  an  effective 
speaker  is  a  very  pleasant  one  to  listen  to,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  a  pipe  or  cigar,  it  is  an  incentive  to 
good  digestion.  But  then,  on  the  other  side,  you 
must  not  forget  what  the  person  wlio  addresses 
you  has  gOne  through  before  rising  to  make  his 


than  the  prophet  Daniel.  (Laughter.)  I  am  not 
aware  that  Daniel  was  a  fisherman  ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  the  story  goes  that,  after  he  had  settled  him- 
self in  the  lions'  den  and  had  looked  round  him 
with  such  complacency  as  he  could  muster  up,  he 
is  reported  to  have  said,  turning  his  attention  to 
the  character  of  his  fellow  occupants,  "Well, 
thank  goodness,  if  there  is  to  be  any  after-dinner 
speaking  to-night,  it  won't  be  by  me  !  "  (Renewed 
laughter.)  Well,  gentlemen,  I  will  not  detain  you 
unduly  long,  but  will  endeavour  to  put  together  a 
few  idea'^  that  occurred  to  me  this  afternoon  as  not 
inapplicable  to  the  toast.  It  should  be  an  easy 
toast,  because,  as  a  rule,  we  find  no  difiBculty  in 
speaking  of  ourselves.  We  eve  here  to-night 
strictly  as  representatives  of  fisuing.    His  Majesty  ■ 
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the  King  has  never,  I  believe,  manifested  any 
great  interest  in  that  sport,  but  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales  we  have  an  ardent  fisherman,  and  Prince 
Arthur  of  Connaught  is  also  a  very.keen  follower 
of  the  gentle  art.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  and 
the  honour  of  entertaining  both  those  Princes  in 
Scotland,  and  have  been  able  to  provide  them  with 
very  fair  sport.  I  should  like  to  mention  a  rather 
curious  fact  in  connection  with  one  of  their  Royal 
Highnesses.  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  is,  as  I 
have  said,  a  very  keen  fisherman.  Up  to  the  time 
of  his  arrival  at  the  river  on  which  I  have  fishing 
in  the  North  of  Scotland,  he  had  never  succeeded 
in  killing  a  fish  of  a  bigger  weight  than  91b. ;  but 
he  had  not  been  there  forty-eight  hours  before  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  land  a  fish  of  441b. 
(Applause.)  It  is  curious  to  notice,  I  will  not  call 
it  the  luck,  but  the  fortune,  which  attends  different 
fishermen.    I  have  fished  that  river,  man  and  boy, 


at  what  is  going  on  around  us,  I  think  we  must 
admit  that  the  fondness  for  fishing  is  increasing  in 
this  country.  ("Hear,  hear.")  I  will  go  further 
than  that.  So  great  is  the  popularity  for  fishing 
that  we  have  not  yet  come  across  any  instance 
of  the  size  of  lost  fish  diminishing.  (Laughter.) 
It  is  a  curious  thing,  but  the  lost  fish  are  always 
the  largest — absolutely  the  largest.  (Laughter.) 
It  is  not  a  question  of  speculation.  We  feel  certain 
that  the  fish  we  have  lost  is  a  great  deal  larger 
than  the  one  which  our  neighbour  has  killed. 
(Laughter.)  Now,  this  fondness  for  fishing  is  not 
confined  only  to  the  sterner  sex.  Over  and  over 
again  we  see  in  the  newspapers  glowing  accounts  of 
the  prowess  of  what  are  described  as  "  fair  anglers." 
As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  fair  anglers  seem 
to  turn  their  attention  more  to  salmon  fishing  than 
to  trout  fishing.  I  can  produce  two  or  three  very 
good  exponents  of  the  art  in  my  own  family. 


usually  described,  somewhat  disparagingly,  I  think, 
as  the  "chuck  and  chance  it."  (Laughter.)  But. 
after  all,  it  is  great  fun,  and  you  get  a  great  deal 
of  sport  out  of  it.  ("Hear,  hoar.")  I  admit  it 
does  not  call  for  the  exercise  of  that  amount  of 
skill  and  delicacy  which  those  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have  dry  fly  fishing  in  a  chalk  .stream 
are  required  to  display  ;  but  still,  after  all,  fishing 
is  fishing — ("hear,  hear)" — and  whether  our  lot 
is  cast  in  the  turbulent  streams  of  the  North 
or  in  the  clearer  waters  of  the  chalk  streams  in 
the  South  of  England,  we  all  go  at  it  with  equal 
zest,  and  feel  the  same  delight  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
pastime.  (Cheers.)  I  suppose  we  all  of  us  remem- 
ber vividly  our  first  efforts  in  the  piscatorial  line. 
I  remember  mine  well.  Mine  were  a  hazel  twig,  a 
crooked  pin^  a  piece  of  bread,  and  the  duck  pond 
at  home.  (Laughter.)  My  efforts  were  not 
attended,  I  am  bound  to  say,  with  any  great 


.The  Fochabers  Bridge  Pool,  Spey. 
(A  favourite  cast  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,. necessitating  masterly  Spey  casting.) 


for  fifty  years,  andtduring  the  whole  lof  that  time 
I  have  never  succeeded  in  getting  more  than  one 
fish  of  401b. ;  but,  as  evincing  the  loyalty  of  the 
fish  in  that  river,  the  largest — picked  out,  I  pre- 
sume, by  his  brother  fish  as  their  special  representa- 
tive— was  sent  forward  to  sacrifice  himself  on  the 
royal  hook.  (Laughter.)  My  noble  friend  Lord 
Denbigh,  who  sits  on  my  right — (applause) — has 
introduced  rainbow  trout  into  the  waters  of  Buck- 
ingham Palace  ;  and.  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  it  would  be  that  he  should  take  early  steps 
to  inculcate  in  his  young  sons  that  fondness  for 
fishing  which  he  has  himself  ;  and,  unless  Lord 
Denbigh  has  any  special  objection  to  the  trout,  in 
which  he  takes  a  fatherly  interest,  in  the  grounds 
of  Buckingham  Palace  being  disturbed,  I  would 
^uggeet  that  they  be  allowed  to  begin  their  fishing 
in  the  Palace  waters.    ("  Hear,  hear.")   If  we  look 


("Hear,  hear.")  You  have  been  good  enough  to 
put  my  picture  on  one  side  of  the  programme  this 
evening,  and  I  wondered  whether  the  picture  of 
the  fair  lady  with  the  rod  on  the  other  side 
might  not  have  been  intended  for  one  of  my 
daughters.  (Applause.)  I  cannot  find  any  reason 
why  ladies  should  take  more  to  salmon  fishing 
than  to  trout  fishing.  •  It  is  harder  work.  But 
there  I  stop.  I  cannot  offer  any  solution  ;  and 
I  have  now  arrived  at  an  age  when  I  think  it 
is  useless  to  endeavour  to  fathom  the  mysteries  of 
the  female  mind.  (Laughter.)  I  feel  some  diffi- 
dence, I  admit,  in  addressing  you  this  evening, 
because  I  see  aroimd  me  many  who  are  most  skilful 
exponents  of  the  art  of  dry  fly  fishing.  At  my 
home  in  England  I  have  no  opportunities  of  pursu- 
ing that  sport.  In  Scotland  I  have  practised  for  a 
great  many  years  a  certain  amount  of  trout  fishingr; 
but  I  am  afraid  it  has  been  of  a  character  which  is 


success ;  but  since  that  time  I  have  fished  for — 
well,  I  would  rather  not  say  the  number  of  years, 
but  for  a  very  considerable  number  of  years. 
Some  of  those  I  am  addressing  may  be  older  fly 
fishers  even  than  myself ;  but  a  good  many  of 
those  present  have  not  had  that  almost  lifelong 
experience  of  it  that  I  have.  At  any  rate,  old  or 
young,  what  memories  we  have  stored  up  for  our- 
selves in  our  fishing  experiences.  ("Hear,  bear.") 
The  first  fish — I  am  not  counting  the  pond — 
(laughter) — which  I  ever  caught  was,  to  use  an 
Irishism,  caught  for  me.  (Laughter.)  I  remem- 
ber it  as  well  as  if  it  were  yesterday.  It 
was  years  ago,  before  I  went  to  school, 
and  it  happened  in  a  burn  that  runs  through 
the  grouse  moor  at  home.  I  was  told  that 
I  must  get  a  fish,  and  I  was  nothing  loth  to 
make  the  'attempt.  A  worm  was  put  on  my  hook 
and  dropped  over  the  side  of  the  bank,  but  there 
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■was  no  result.    Two  mysterious  individuals  then 
appeared  with  a  pail.    When  I  was  too  intent  on 
"watching  my  line  to  notice  exactly  what  was  going 
on,  one  of  them  said,  "  Oh,  let  me  lie  down  on  the 
bank  and  just  look  over  and  see  when  a  fish  takes 
your  hook."    What  had  happened  was  this.  With 
the  assistance  of  a  net  or  some  other  contrivance  a 
fish  had  been  secured  and  put  in  a  pail,  and,  whilst 
my  attention  was  distracted  from  the  water  for  a 
moment,  it  was  skilfully  placed  on  the  hook,  and  I 
was  informed  that  I  had  caught  it.  (Laughter.) 
I  am  not  sure  that  that  did  not  give  me  at  the 
time  as  much  satisfaction  as  many  a  larger  and 
more  difficult  fish  to  land  that  I  have  experience 
of.    ("  Hear,  hear.")    I  am  afraid  I  must  make  a 
confession.     I   am   a  fly  fisher  now,  pure  and 
simple.    If,  however,  I  am  to  be  strictly  truthful, 
as   we    all    are    to-night  —  ("hear,   hear")  —  I 
must  make  the  admission  that  I  have  at  times 
had  recourse  to  methods  which  are  not  looked  upon 
with  favour  in  the  Acts  of  Parliament  which 
govern  fishing.    (Applause.)    Now,  what  is  one  of 
the  main  attractions  of  fishing  ?    I  think  it  is  to  a 
great  extent  the  uncertainty  of  the  sport.  If, 
when  we  went  out  trout  fishing,  we  knew  for  certain 
that  we  were  going  to  land  so  many  4-pounders, 
or  if,  when  we  went  out  salmon  fishing,  we  knew 
we  were  going  to  get  so  many  40-pounders,  the 
excitement  would  diminish,  and  fishing  would 
cease  to  be  that  keen,  engrossing  sport  which  it  is 
now.    By  a  certain  expenditure  of  money  you  can 
almost  ensure  that  so  many  pheasants,  so  many 
partridges,  so  many  hares  and  so  many  rabbits 
may  be  brought  up  to  the  gun  for  destruction ;  but 
all  the  gold  in  South  Africa  will  not  induce  a  fish 
to  take  a  fly  if  it  is  not  the  sort  that  he  is  con- 
templating, or,  in  short,  if  he  is  "not  taking  any." 
("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter. )  I  said  a  moment  ago 
that  I  was  a  fly  fisher,  pure  and  simple.   On  the  river 
which  I  own  in  the  North,  I  allow  nothing  but  the  fly. 
In  the  water  which  I  keep  for  myself,  and  in  the 
water  which  I  let  I  make  it  a  condition  in  the  lease 
that  the  fly  is  to  be  the  only  lure  to  be  used.  I 
quite  admit  that  prawn  fishing  requires  a  great 
deal  of  skill,  a  great  deal  of  knowledge,  and  a 
great  deal  of  delicacy,  but  it  is  not  a  form  of 
fishing  which  I  care  for,  and  I  leave  it  to  those 
who  do.    I  do  not  condemn  those  who  use  other 
methods.    I  think  it  would  be  narrow-minded  to 
do  so.    Fond  as  we  are  of  the  delicacy  of  fly  fishing, 
we  cannot  altogether  put  out  of  sight  the  fact  that 
we  go  out  to  catch  fish.    ("  Hear,  hear.")  Those 
who  like  one  method  may  adopt  that  method  :  those 
who  like  another  may  adopt  that  one  ;  but  at  the 
bottom  of  it  all  we  go  out  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
fish,  and  we  go  out  as  sportsmen.    ("  Hear,  hear.") 
There  is  no  doubt  that  fishing  exercises  a  sort  of 
weird  fascination  over  those  who  adopt  it.  There 
are  a  great  many  who  stand  out  against  it  for  a 
time,  who  are  apt  to  look  down  upon  fishermeiv  and 
say,  "  I  have  not  got  the  patience  ;  I  do  not  care 
about  fishing."    But  I  have  seen  instances  where 
those  who  have  been  most  decided  in  the  view  they 
held  antagonistic  to  fishing  have  been  bitten  and 
become  more  bigoted  than  men  who  have  been 
fishing  all  their  lives.    ("Hear,  hear.")    Let  me 
give  you  an  instance  in  my  own  experience.  A 
friend  of  mine,  who  used  to  visit  me  in  the  North, 
had  never  done  any  fishing.    I  used  to  say  to  him, 
"  Won't  you  have  a  day's  fishing  ?  "     And  he 
invariably  replied,  "  No,  thanks,  I  don't  care  about 
it,  but  I  will  come  out  and  see  you  fish."    I  do  not 
know  whether  there  was  anything  about  my  fishing 
to  attract  him.     (Laughter.)     At  any  rate,  he 
came  out  to  watch  me  fish.    The  first  and  second 
days  he  looked  on,  but  on  the  third  day,  when  I  was 
lunching,  I  saw  him  approach  my  rod,  which  was 
lying  on  the  bank.    He  took  it  up,  and,  with  some 
marvellous  efforts  which  made  me  tremble  for  the 
safety  of  the  top  joint — (laughter) — said  he  would 
see  if  he  could  make  any  progress  in  throwing  a 
fly.    I  gave  him  some  instruction,  and  in  two 
years  that  gentleman  had  a  river  in  Norway ! 
(Cheers  and  laughter.)    We  probably  most  of  us 
remember  a  certain  amount  of  the  Latin  which 
was  drummed  into  our  heads  in  our  schooldays; 
and,  thinking  over  fishing,  as  I  naturally  was  this 
afternoon,  and  reflecting  how  the  more  you  fish 
the  fonder  you  get  of  the  art,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  in  my  youth  I  was  taught  the  Latin  proverb, 
Crescit  amor  nummi  quantum  ipsa  pecunia  crescit. 
I  think  we  may  translate  that  freely  and  say. 
The  more  fishing  you  have  the  more  you  want. 
(Applause  and  laughter.)    We  have  no  politics 
here  to.-night,  but  it  also  occurred  to  me  this  after- 


noon, considering  the  events  which  are  taking  place 
just  now,  that  there  might  be  some  similarity  beween 
ourselves  and  the  two  political  parties  of  the  day. 
We  have  lately  gone  through  a  flood  of  oratory  all 
over  the  country ;  the  oratorical  streams  have  been 
overflowing,  but  they  seem  now  to  have  somewhat 
settled  down,  and  may  I  hope,  to  use  an  expression 
with  which  we  must  all  be  well  conversant  with  in  the 
columns  of  the  Field  newspaper,  that  Westminster 
is  now  getting  into  good  ply  and  that  good  results 
may  be  expected.  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  Again, 
to  continue  my  semi-political  metaphor,  are  not 
our  methods  not  altogether  different  from  those 
of  the  professional  politician  ?  Look  at  the  trouble 
we  take  to  get  our  sport.  Look  at  what  we  do  to 
achieve  the  results  which  we  hope  for  when  we 
start  out  in  the  morning  with  our  rod.  Do  not  we 
see  political  leaders  sometimes  baiting  their  hook,  or 
putting  on  a  special  fly — (laughter) — or  spreading 
their  net  with  the  intention  of  capturing  the 
timid  and  the  hesitating  who  sometimes  come  into 
it,  whilst  others  remain  as  impervious  to  their 
emblandishments  as  a  chalk  stream  trout  which 
has  the  habit,  when  you  drop  your  fly  just  over 
his  nose,  of  saying,  "  Thank  you,  I  am  not  having 
any!''  (Laughter.)  Again,  judging  from  what  I 
read  in  the  newspapers,  there  has  been  considerable 
discussion  of  late  with  regard  to  alien  immigration. 
Now  we,  as  fishermen,  at  any  rate,  can  welcome 
one  class  of  aliens.  I  allude  to  the  rainbow  trout. 
(Laughter.)  He  does  not  belong  to  us.  He  is  an 
alien  who  has  come  here  to  stay,  and  he  is  one 
whose  presence  in  our  midst  we  are  all  glad  to 
recognise.  A  more  sporting  fish  you  cannot  find. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  He  is  beautiful  when  you  have 
killed  him  ;  he  is  active  and  exhilarating  when  he 
is  on  your  hook ;  and  on  the  table  he  is  well  fit  to 
eat.  ("Hear,  hear.")  He  comes  from  America, 
that  country  so  prolific  in  inventions ;  and  with  him, 
or,  perhaps,  rather  before  his  advent,  came  those 
marvellous  split-cane  rods — marvels  of  strength,  of 
lightness,  and  of  delicacy;  although  I  believe  equally 
good  ones  can  be  made  now  by  our  own  manu- 
facturers in  this  country.  (Applause.)  Still,  they 
gave  us  the  lead.  That  reminds  me  of  an  experience 
I  had  last  autumn.  At  my  home  in  Scotland  I 
was  turning  over  some  old  boxes  which  I  had  never 
seen  opened.  I  found  in  them  some  rods  and  reels 
which  had  been  in  use  eighty  years  ago,  and  had 
not  been  used  since.  I  can  only  say  that  they 
were  wonderfully  and  marvellously  made.  If  those 
who  use  the  delicate  rods  to  which  I  have  referred 
could  see  the  rods  which  our  ancestors  fished  with 
they  would  be  astonished.  But,  aftsr  all,  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  they  did  not  achieve  as  good 
results  with  their  unsightly  weapons  as  we  do  with 
the  more  sprightly  and  better  got-up  rods  of  to-day. 
The  reels  were  extraordinary;  that  is  the  only 
epithet  I  can  apply  to  them.  As  noiseless  as  an 
electric  brougham,  they  were  marvels  of  con- 
struction; the  lines  equally  so.  Personally,  I 
am  one  of  those  who  like  a  noisy  reel.  I 
think  it  adds  exhilaration  to  the  exciting  process 
which  is  taking  place.  At  one  time  I  hunted  a 
pack  of  hounds.  I  had  what  we  know  in  hunting 
as  a  very  good  cry.  The  adjoining  pack  were 
much  more  mute.  One  day  a  farmer,  who  hunted 
equally  with  them  and  with  my  pack,  said  to  me, 
"  I  like  your  hounds  best ;  they  have  so  much  cry. 
What  is  the  good  of  going  out  with  foxhounds 
which  are  mute  ?  I  would  as  soon  go  soldiering 
without  a  band!"  (Laughter.)  That  is  very 
much  like  my  feeling  as  regards  a  noisy  reel.  I 
like  to  know  what  is  going  on.  If  one  is  at  all 
nervous  as  to  what  the  result  will  be,  it  is  com- 
forting to  know  that  something  is  taking  place. 
("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  I  wonder  if  all  the 
marvellous  difference  in  the  pattern  of  salmon  flias 
really  appeals  to  the  individual  to  whom  it  is 
offered.  It  is  a  matter  of  speculation  entirely. 
The  natmral  history  of  trout  you  can  follow  up 
to  a  certain  extent ;  the  natural  history  of  salmon 
up  to  a  certain  point  you  know ;  but  he  goes 
down  to  the  sea,  and  after  that  he  is  a  lost 
quantity.  You  have  to  'take  everything  on  trust 
until  he  returns  larger  and  stronger,  but  we  hope 
not  wiser  in  his  discrimination  of  what  we  ofEer 
him.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  afraid  I  have  ex- 
hausted your  patience.  ("No,  no.")  There  is  a 
great  deal  more  I  might  say  to  you ;  I  might 
endeavour  to  explain  the  mysteries  of  the  Spey- 
throw,  that  performance  which  looks  so  easy  and 
which  to  the  uninitiated  is  so  difl&cult.  I  might 
also,  perhaps,  give  you  a  dissertation  on  the  charac- 
teristics of  fishermen,  but  I  am  afraid  their  good 


characteristics  are  too  many  for  me  to  enumerate. 
I  will  not,  however,  occupy  your  time  further ;  but, 
before  sitting  down,  I  would  ask  you  to  listen  to 
some  lines  which  I  came  across  in  a  newspaper 
some  time  ag«,  and  which  I  think  are  so  descriptive 
of  the  state  of  mind  which  fishermen  occasionally 
get  into  that  I  make  so  bold  as  to  read  them:  — 
"  Sometimes  too  early,  sometimes  too  late. 
Sometimes  too  little,  and  sometimes  in  spate. 
Sometimes  too  windy,  sometimes  too  calm. 
Sometimes  too  frosty,  sometimes  too  warm. 
Sometimes  too  dirty,  Rometimes  too  dear. 
There's  aye  something  wanting  when  I'm  fish- 
ing here." 

(Laughter.)  Trusting  I  have  not  bored  you  too 
much,  I  give  you  the  toast  of  "  The  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,"  and  with  it  I  couple  the  names  of  Mr.  C.  A. 
Payton  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  honoured. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  (the  popular  president  of  the 
club)  was  received  with  cheers  on  rising  to  reply. 
He  said:  Your  Grace,  my  Lords,  Brother  Fly- 
Fishers,  and  Welcome  Visitors, — I  am  sure  the 
members  are  all  deeply  grateful  to  the  distinguished 
nobleman  and  gallant  sportsman  who  has  honoured 
us  by  presiding  on  this  occasion,  when  he  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  salmon-fishing  in  Banffshire, 
for  the  admirable,  eloquent,  and  kindly  speech  in 
which  he  has  proposed  the  health  of  the  club, 
and  to  our  visitors  for  the  hearty  way  in 
which  they  have  honoured  it.  I  could  say  much 
more  about  his  Grace,  but  I  am  well  content 
to  leave  him  in  far  abler  hands — those  of  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton.  A  late  distinguished  physician 
once  said  at  a  dinner,  "  Although  speech  is  silvern, 
silence  is  golden.  Gentlemen,  you  shall  have  the 
gold."  But  I  must  not  give  you  that  gold.  I 
cannot  give  you  the  silver — the  brilliant  eloquence 
of  my  predecessors  in  the  honourable  position  of 
which  I  am  in  every  way  so  unworthy;  and  I 
doubt  if  I  have  enough  brass  to  carry  me  through. 
(Laughter.)  Your  indulgence  is  craved,  therefore, 
for  "  an  unworthy  survivor  from  the  earlier  half  of 
a  previous  century,"  who  ought,  according  to  a 
clever  but  rather  unmerciful  American  physiologist, 
to  have  been  chloroformed  years  ago,  whereby  the 
lives  of  many  innocent  fishes  might  have  been 
spared.  (Laughter.)  This  is  somewhat  of  a 
historic  occasion.  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  recently 
came  of  age,  having  started  in  a  modest  way  in 
1884,  with  a  committee  of  which  some  of  the 
original  members  have  passed  away,  but  on  which 
three  well  -  known  —  surely,  I  may  say  world- 
known  — ■  names,  Frederic  M.  Halford,  William 
Senior,  and  R.  B.  Marston,  have  been  from 
the  start  to  the  present  day.  We  have  had 
the  entente  cordiale,  the  entente  municipale,  and  the 
entente  musicale,  and  I  think  I  can  claim  to  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the  bringing  about  of 
the  entente  piscatoriale,  and  I  am  sure  we  are 
delighted  to  have  with  us  this  evening  Mons.  Louis 
Bougie,  a  distinguished  French  angler,  who  was 
last  year  elected  a  member  of  our  committee. 
(Cheers.)  The  club  has  now  about  400  members. 
It  is  going  strong,  gentlemen ;  long  life  and  more 
power  to  it.  I  joined  it  twenty-one  years  ago, 
and  since  then,  like  Punch's  dirty  man  giving  the 
testimonial  to  Pears'  soap,  "have  used  no  other.'S 
Well  do  I  remember,  coming  home  in  April,  1885, 
after  five  years'  continuous  service  of  my  country 
in  Morocco  for  a  long  angling  holiday,  the  genial 
and  fraternal  welcome  I  received  at  its  then 
headquarters  in  Adelphi-terrace  from  its  leading 
spirits,  some  of  whose  faces  I  sse  here  to-night 
looking  as  bright  and  keen  as  they  did  then. 
Surely  there  is  no  sport  like  fly  fishing  for  keep- 
ing the  freshness  of  youth  in  a  man.  (Cheers.) 
I  have  had  half  a  century's  experience  in 
that  and  some  other  sports,  and  I  like  fly 
fishing  best.  ("Hear,  hear.")  Pleasant,  indeed, 
are  my  recollections  of  delightful,  practical  instruc- 
tion in  the  delicate  dry  fly  art — then  a  new  mystery 
to  a  rough  old  North-country  fisherman — from 
such  past  masters  as  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  on  the 
Wandle  at  Mitcham,  and  on  the  Itchen ;  and  later 
from  that  prince  of  dry  fly  fishers  and  piscatorial 
entomologists,  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  on  the  Kennet. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  May  I  say  a  few  words  about  the 
club  to  those  among  our  visitors  who  may  be 
hesitating  about  joining  it  ?  It  is  one  of  the  cosiest 
and  friendliest  of  clubs,  and,  far  from  being  a 
coterie  of  critical  experts,  fishermen  of  all  degrees 
of  skill  and  varieties  of  taste  are  equally  welcome. 
We  have,  here  and  thfere,  an  ever- victorious  com- 
rade, admirably  skilful  and  marvellously  lucky. 
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of  whom  another  once  said  that  he  had  the  happy 
knack  of  coming  upon  what  he  wanted  precisely 
when  he  wanted  it — surely  a  priceless  gift  for  a  fisher- 
man, or  any  other  man  for  that  matter !  (Laughter. ) 
He  will  tell  us  of  great  slaughters  of  those  monster 
trouf  at  Blagdon  (where  I,  by  the  way,  only 
succeeded  in  catching  a  wretched  stickleback  on  a 
salmon  fly),  of  terrific  tussles  with  huge  pike  and 
salmon,  and  regular  carnivals  among  big  pollack 
off  the  wild  Irish  coast,  with  a  modest  and  genial 
charm  that  carries  conviction  and  arouses  enthu- 
siasm, yet  brings  no  bitterness  of  envy.  We  have 
the  man  who  won't  fish  for  salmon  because  they 
won't  take  a  dry  fly;  his  antithesis  who  will 
descend  to  the  tempting  of  trout  with  a  wet  one ; 
and  even  the  "bold,  bad  man"  who  confesses  to 
having  caught  sea-trout  in  a  spate  on  worms,  which 
reminds  me  of  the  negro  angler's  riddle — 

"  Why  did  de  folks  in  Noah's  Ark  quarrel  ?" 

"  'Cos  dere  was  a  grand  spate  and  dey  all 
wanted  to  go  a-fishin',  an'  dere  was  only  two 
angle-worms ! " 

There  comes  to  us,  too,  the  hardy  sea  angler — 

"Bright  from  the  breeze  of  the  briny. 
Strong  with  the  salt  of  the  spray." 

and  there  is  very  seldom — far  too  seldom  for  his 
liking,  for  he  lives  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  silver 
streak — a  certain  bald-headed  old  buffer  (write 
him  down  "duffer"  if  you  like,  Mr.  Reporter ;  he 
won't  mind),  who  seems  to  be  always  fishing  for 
something  and  always  ready  to  chatter  about  it, 
even  if  it  be  only  poor,  coarse  fish,  or  even  herrings 
and  sprats,  but  he  catches  trout  and  even  salmon 
occasionally.  Then,  as  to  tastes  and  styles  in 
angling  equipment,  we  have  the  ardent  exponent 
of  the  elegant,  modern  American  featherweight 
system,  who  tells  us  of  the  joy  of  playing  a  21b. 
trout  on  a  3Joz.  rod,  and  would  fain  persuade  us 
that  a  split  cane  7ft.  long  is  a  suitable  implement 
for  the  capture  of  heavy  salmon.  And  at  cheerful 
variance  with  him  is  the  sturdy,  old-school  veteran, 
whose  pet  trout  rod  weighs  about  1  lb.,  and  who 
goes  cheerfully  forward  to  pursue  Salmo  salar  with 
some  5lb.  of  18ft.  Castle  Connell  greenheart  and 
2ilb.  of  reel  and  line,  making  about  the  weight 
of  his  favourite  12-bore  gun,  and  likes  to  kill  his 
fish,  barring  accidents  and  obstacles,  in  some- 
thing vmder  the  minute  a  pound  average.  The 
light  and  pretty  American  system  is  gaining 
votaries  on  this  side,  but  it  may  be  carried  too  far. 
Our  cousins  from  across  the  big  herring-pond  seem 
inclined  to  handicap  themselves,  and  give  every 
possible  chance  to  the  fish,  to  the  prolongation  of 
the  struggle  which  we  more  mercifully  wish  to 
shorten,  and  to  regard  it  rather  as  matter  for  con- 
gratulation if  a  large  proportion  of  hooked  fish 
escape.  Pardon  me  if  I  confess  to  an  old-fashioned 
but  deep-rooted  prejudice  in  favour  of  catching 
fish,  and  killing  them  as  quickly  as  possible. 
("Hear,  hear.")  In  a  recent  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  a  famous  American  sportsman 
visiting  New  Zealand  is  reported  to  have  pro- 
nounc^  Rotoma  "  the  greatest  place  for  trout  in 
the  world.  But,"  he  added,  "  they  principally 
troll  at  Rotoma,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  sport 
is  missed  by  the  heavy  tackle  used ;  they  use  lines 
for  trout  as  heavy  as  we  do  for  tarpon  and  tima." 
An  army  captain  whom  he  met  there  used  a  fine 
line  and  an  8-oz.  rod,  and  had  grand  sport,  taking 
half  an  hour  on  one  occasion  to  land  a  4-pounder. 
But  he  speaks  of  trout  up  to  201b.  in  that  wonder- 
ful district,  and  we  wonder  how  long  the  gallant 
ofificer  would  have  taken  to  kill  one  of  them ! 
(Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.)  Many  of  us  will  agree 
with  the  editorial  note  that  the  Americans  are  too 
fond  of  " playing"  with  fish  ;  nay,  it  would  almost 
seem  as  if  they  liked  the  fish  to  play  with  them. 
When  on  the  jury  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1900, 
handling  a  lovely  12-ft.  built  cane,  I  pronounced  it 
a  grand  trout-rod,  but  the  genial  United  States 
Commissioner,  who  was  showing  us  the  exhibits, 
said :  "  That's  the  kind  of  weapon  we  kill  201b. 
salmon  with."  Truly  the  modem  American  angler 
is,  in  his  msthods,  essentially  refined  and  chival- 
rous, but  perhaps  chivalry  toward  our  finny  friends, 
or  foes,  may  be  carried  too  far.  Our  walls  are 
plentifully  adorned  with  stuffed  specimens  and 
casts  of  leviathans  among  the  aalmonidoR,  but  the 
modest  visitor  or  new  member  must  not  be  dismayed 
at  the  idea  that  we  habitually  catch  such  monsters 
as  the  291b.  jario,  which  I  believe  fell  ignobly  a 
victim  to  a  set  line  in  an  Orkney  loch,  or  even  the 
more  moderate  51b.  to  101b.  examples.    The  only 


trout  among  those  tantalising  cases  with  which  I 
had  anything  to  do  is  a  Kennet  one  of  4lb.  6oz., 
which  I  quite  unintentionally  hooked  by  the  tail, 
and  it  very  naturally  weeded  and  broke  me,  but  a 
more  skilful  member  hooked  it  by  the  mouth  a 
week  later,  and  found  my  G.O.M.  May  Fly  firmly 
fixed  in  the  base  of  its  caudal  appendage.  (Loud 
laughter. )  Oh,  no !  we  do  not  all  catch  big  fish — 
but  some  of  us  lose  big  ones.  The  fly-tying  room, 
with  its  abundance  of  materials  and  examples,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  is  a  charming  and  instructive 
feature  of  our  club.  We  never  seem  to  want  to 
talk  about  anything  but  fishing;  politics  are 
severely  eschewed ;  cards  I  have  seen  played — a 
quiet  game  of  whist,  in  pre-bridge  times — at  our 
old  quarters  in  Arundel-street,  but  never  in  our 
present  home  in  the  Haymarket.  Like  the  gallant 
Captain  of  the  "  Pinafore  "  : 

"Bad  language  or  abuse 
We  never,  never  use  " 

— well,  very,  very  seldom,  either  by  fireside  or 
riverside,  in  spite  of  the  manifold  provocations  at 
the  latter,  for  I  hope  that  most  of  us  have  long 
ago  adopted  Caliban's  wise  resolution,  as  recorded 
in  the  "Tempest"  : — 

"No  more  dams  I'll  make  for  fish." 

(Laughter. )  Our  three  bedrooms  are  a  great  con- 
venience to  country  members  economically  dis- 
posed: our  house  dinners  are  good  at  the  price, 
and  our  whisky  is  of  respectable  age.  Talking  of 
whisky  reminds  me  of  the  conclusion  of  the  Irish 
priest's  temperance  sermon : — "  'Tis  whisky  makes 
your  homes  desolate  ;  'tis  whisky  makes  ye  bate 
yer  wives ;  'tis  whisky  makes  ye  shoot  at  yer 
landlords,  and  (with  a  sounding  whack  on  the 
pulpit  ledge)  'tis  whisky  makes  ye  miss  them  !  " 
(Loud  laughter.)  But  I  was  bidden  to  be  brief,  so 
must  reel  up,  again  thanking  our  noble  chairman 
with  the  old  angler's  wish — 

"  Tight  lines  and  sporting  fish, 
Sound  gear  and  heavy  fish. 
Luck  to  us  all !  " 

Mr.  R.  B.  Maeston  (the  Hon.  Treasurer)  also 
responded.  He  said :  Your  Grace,  my  Lords,  and 
Gentlemen, — As  hon.  treasurer  of  this  club  it  has 
been  my  duty,  ever  since  the  club  was  established, 
to  make  a  statement  at  the  annual  dinner  as  to 
the  club's  position,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that,  although  theie  are  bad  times  generally, 
our  membership  is  very  good  indeed,  and,  if  our 
number  is  smaller  than  in  previous  years,  it  is 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  some  of  our 
old  members.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  our  worthy 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  in  which  he 
states  that  the  financial  position  of  the  club  is  very 
satisfactory,  and  as  hon.  treasurer  I  am  happy  to 
confirm  that,  and  to  add  that  we  have  a  good  balance 
at  our  bankers.  ("Hear,  hear.")  One  of  the 
features  of  last  season  was  a  fishing  tackle 
exhibition  at  Earl's  Court.  Our  club  was  asked 
to  send  some  specimens  and  we  did  so,  obtain- 
ing the  award  of  a  diploma  for  a  gold  medal ; 
but  we  were  to  buy  the  medal  if  we  wished 
to  have  it.  (Laughter.)  The  committee  came  to 
the  conclusion  not  to  go  to  that  expense.  ("Hear, 
hear.")  We  are  very  fortunate  to-night  in  having 
as  our  chairman  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
— (applause) — who  takes  such  a  great  interest,  not 
only  in  fishing,  but  in  fish  culture.  We  are  very 
much  interested  in  the  experiments  which  his  Grace 
has  made  to  improve  his  splendid  salmon  river,  the 
Spey.  (Cheers.)  His  Grace  has  experimented  in 
the  direction  of  seeing  whether  artificial  salmon 
culture  was  any  good,  and  in  reply  to  a  letter  which 
I  wrote  to  him  on  the  subject,  he  agreed  with  nearly 
everyone  whom  I  have  consulted  on  the  subject, 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  also  in  Scandinavia 
and  America,  that  during  the  last  fifty  years,  in 
spite  of  the  tremendous  efforts  made  to  repopulate 
salmon  rivers,  it  is  impossible  to  find  evidence  that 
the  little  fish  put  into  those  rivers  ever  come  back 
as  grilse.  The  difficulty  is  in  marking  them.  I  think 
we  ought  to  go  back  to  the  time  of  Izaak  Walton, 
who  told  us  that  they  succeeded  in  marking 
samlets  with  a  silk  thread,  and  found  that  they 
came  back  as  grilse,  thus  proving  that  it  is 
possible  to  mark  these  delicate  fish  in  such  a  way 
as  to  distinguish  them.  The  Hanoverian  County 
Hatchery  offered  me  a  present  of  20,000  salmon 
eggs.  I  presented  these  eggs  to  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association,  and  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey 
informed  me  that  the  whole  20,000,  almost  without 
any  loss,  arrived  safely  and  are  now  in  his  hatchery 


at  Denham.  This  speaks  highly  for  the  admirable 
system  of  packing  adopted  by  Herr  Jafie,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  living  pisciculturists.  ("  Hear, 
hear.")  I  hope  they  will  be  a  success,  but  I  am 
•rather  doubtful  about  it.  During  the  past  year 
we  have  had  sent  over  to  us  from  New  Zealand  20,000 
eggs  of  New  Zealand  trout — those  splendid  trout 
which  our  friend  the  President  referred  to  in  his 
speech.  At  the  present  time  there  are  only 
twenty-five  of  those  little  All  Blacks  alive.  They 
are  now  being  reared  into  good  fish  by  Mr.  Carr 
at  Blagdon  Lake,  and  I  hope  in  time  he  will  be 
able  to  cross  them  with  Blagdon  trout,  and  then 
we  shall  have  the  finest  fighting  trout  in  the  world. 
I  have  caught  those  trout,  and  can  advise  any 
members  of  the  club  who  can  go  to  try  for  them  to 
do  so.  We  are  arranging  to  send  out  20,000 
English  trout  eggs  in  exchange,  which  will  be 
carried  free  of  cost  by  the  Shaw,  Savill  and 
Albion  Company.  The  saddest  information  I 
have  to  impart  to-night  is  that  our  old  friend, 
Mr.  David  Wilson,  the  first  hon.  sec.  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  was  buried  to-day.  A  great  many 
of  you  knew  him  well,  and  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  that  after  a  long  illness  he  passed  away 
on  Saturday  last.  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending  a 
wreath  as  a  mark  of  esteem  from  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  feeling  that  in  doing  so  I  should  be  carrying 
out  the  wishes  of  the  members.  ("  Hear,  hear.") 
The  fact  that  the  club  is  a  great  success  is  largely 
owing  to  the  work  done  by  our  old  friend  David 
Wilson.  I  thank  you  for  the  way  in  which  you 
have  received  the  toast,  and  I  hope  that  many  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  present  to-night  as  visitors 
will  become  members.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Guy  Stephenson  then  gave  the  toast  of 
"  Our  Guests."  He  said:  Your  Grace,  my  Lords, 
and  Gentlemen, — I  really  do  not  know  why  I  should 
have  been  selected  for  this  honour,  but  I  think  my 
selection  is  due  to  the  fact  that  I  am  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  I  was 
elected  last  year,  shortly  after  having  attended 
your  dinner  as  a  guest,  and  I  believe  the  reason  I 
have  been  asked  to  propose  this  toast  is  that  others 
who  are  visitors  this  year  may  be  led  to  follow  my 
example  and  become  members.  ("Hear,  hear.") 
I  can  only  say  I  strongly  advise  them  to  join. 
Apart  from  the  advantages  they  would  have  in 
hearing  interesting  disquisitions  on  the  subject  of 
fishing,  they  would  have  the  use  of  an  exceedingly 
comfortable  club  house  in  the  Haymarket,  where 
of  an  evening  they  could  smoke  a  quiet  pipe  and 
find  all  kinds  of  literature  on  fishing  and  other 
subjects.  As  regards  fishing  itself.  I  can  only  say 
that  I  am,  though  an  exceedingly  imcompetent 
one,  a  very  keen  fisherman.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
duty,  in  proposing  this  toast,  to  indulge  in 
any  reminiscences,  but  as  our  noble  chairman 
has  referred  to  the  occasion  on  which  he 
caught  his  first  fish,  and  why  he  remembers 
it,  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  observe  that  I 
recollect  my  first  trout  because  I  was  presented 
with  two  "bob"  on  that  occasion.  (Laughter.) 
As  regards  the  guests,  there  is  no  doubt  that  these 
dinners  would  be  very  poor  things  without  them. 
We  are  very  much  indebted  to  them  for  their 
attendance  to-night,  and  hope  that  they  have 
enjoyed  a  pleasant  evening.  ("Hear,  hear.")  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  asking  the  members  of  the 
club  to  drink  to  the  health  of  the  visitors,  and  I 
couple  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Montague 
Shearman. 

The  toast  having  been  honoured, 

Mr.  Montague  Shearman  rose  to  reply,  re- 
ceiving an  enthusiastic  reception.  He  said:  Your 
Grace,  my  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, — Although  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  unaccustomed  to  speaking  in 
public,  I  must  confess  to  some  little  feeling  of 
diffidence  in  rising  this  evening,  because  I  have  to 
admit  with  shame  that  I  know  very  little  about 
those  polite  and  gentle  arts  which  are  so  well-known 
to  the  members  of  this  club.  In  fact,  I  fear  that 
I  am  somewhat  in  the  position  of  Columbus 
when  he  first  landed  on  the  New  Continent,  not 
knowing  exactly  what  kind  of  language  or  what 
kind  of  ideas  were  suited  to  the  strangers  among 
whom  he  had  arrived.  (Laughter.)  I  have,  I  am 
ashamed  to  confess,  very  vague  notions  of  fly 
fishing.  My  youth  was  spent  amongst  more  robust 
sports ;  and,  when  I  was  taking  my  first  lesson 
in  throwing  a  fly,  my  instructor  reminded  me  that 
I  was  not  putting  the  stone.  (Laughter  )  Of  the 
minutiae,  of  fly  i  shing  I  know  but  little.  I  have 
been  informed  that  in  England  they  fish  with  the 
dry  fly,  which  struck  me  as  curious,  but  I  can  well 
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understand  that  in  Scotland  they  fish  with  a  wet 
fly.  From  my  personal  acquaintance  with  that 
country  I  can  say  that  in  Scotland  nothing  is  dry 
except  the  gillies,  who  are  always  dry.  (Laughter.) 
I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  a  pleasure  for  sportsmen 
of  one  kind  to  meet  sportsmen  of  other  kinds  and 
to  be  welcomed  by  them ;  and,  on  behalf  of  the 
visitors,  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kindly  hospi- 
tality. (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Wm.  Senior  then  proposed  "  Our  Country 
and  Orerseas  Members."  He  said:  Your  Grace, 
my  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, — The  toast  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  propose  divides  itself  into 
two ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  second  half,  a 
carping  mind  might  fancy  that  there  lurked  in 
the  wording  a  suggestion  that  our  country  members 
were,  or  are,  only  half-seas  over.  (Laughter.)  On 
betialf  of  the  club,  whose  honour  we  all  have  at 
heart,  let  me  assure  them  that  the  committee  who 
had  the  arrangements  for  this  dinner  intended  no 
such  invidious  distinction  as  against  the  country 
members,  whom  we  all  revere  and  greet  here,  and 
whenever  we  meet  them  on  their  native  heaths, 
with  loving  welcome.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  One  can 
guess  that  there  must  have  been  a  good  deal  of 
discussion  about  this  toast.  It  would  not  have  besn 
nice  to  refer  to  the  overseas  members  as  aliens, 
and  if  "foreigners"  had  been  decided  upon  there 
would  have  been,  if  I  may  coin  a  word,  the 
*•  Tariffic  "  difficulty — (laughter) — that  while  there 
would  have  been  an  open  door  for  our  colonial 
brethren  our  good  American  friends  might  have 
been  excluded.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.) 
The  decision  had  to  be  on  broad,  international, 
even  world-wide  lines,  and  so  it  was  the  height  of 
wisdom  to  say  "  Overseas,"  seeing  that  if  our 
gathering  to-night  had  been  absolutely  representa- 
tive we  should  have  had  fly  fishers  here  from  the 
United  States,  Canada,  New  Zealand,  Tasmania, 
Australia,  Ceylon,  South  Africa,  and  the  Continent 
of  Europe  at  large.  My  toast  is,  therefore,  a  very 
spacious  net,  and  it  in  truth  repre3ents  the  universal 
character  of  our  olub.  Counting  votes,  this  toast 
sweeps  the  world  and  heads  the  poll,  and  this  in  a 
measure  makes  it  at  once  the  easiest  and  most 
difficult  to  propose.  In  our  anxiety  to  get  to  the 
waterside,  I  have  noted  that  the  person  who  pro- 
poses this  toast  always  hastens  to  approach  the 
subject  from  the  fishing  visitors'  point  of  view; 
partly  in  the  hope  that  invitations  to  good  private 
waters  will  follow ;  partly  because  this  is  the 
consummition  most  devoutly  to  be  wished. 
From  that  point  of  view,  I  have  often 
thought  what  an  interesting  handbook  might 
be  producedl  by  hints  to  owners  and  visitors  to 
private  waters.  The  production  would  entail  long 
research  amongst  the  ancient  philosophers,  early 
fathers,  and  the  Yellow  Press  of  both  hemispheres, 
but  it  would  well  repay  the  labour.  I  have  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  speaking  to  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  for  a  considerable  time.  The  last  time  I  was 
here  I  was  hoping  that  something  would  happen  to 
cut  me  short,  because  I  was  not  ready  to  speak. 
On  this  occasion  I  have  come  here  bubbling  over 
with  good  things,  full  of  amusing  anecdotes,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  tell  them,  for  I  must  proceed 
with  the  toast,  which  involves  what  Mr.  Harry 
Randall  at  Drury-lane,  treating  as  a  liquor,  calls 
the  "  Longtong  cordial."  (Laughter.)  We  have 
had  American  brethren  to  respond  to  this  toast 
before,  but  to-night  the  overseas  members  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  are  represented  by  Monsieur 
Louis  Bougie.  (Cheers.)  The  Frenchm m  is  really 
II  wonderful  angler.  I  do  not  know  anything 
more  impressive  and  even  pathetic  than  the 
Bights  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine  on  a 
summer  day  when  serried  ranks  of  fishers  watch 
floats  which  swim  -but  never  dip.  (Laughter.) 
Some  of  you  remember  that  splendid  picture  in 
Punch,  showing  a  large  crowd  of  people  all  intent 
on  one  little  spot  near  the  river,  where  a  crowd 
seemed  to  be  gathered  round  some  tragedy  or 
comedy.  "  What  is  the  matter  ? "  asks  one. 
"  Ha,  Ha !  "  the  other  says  ;  "  come  along,  Alphonse 
has  caught  a  gudgeon!  "  (Laughter.)  M.  Bougl6 
is  not  a  fisherman  of  that  description.  He  is  a 
perfect  mister  of  the  dry  fly  art.  I  have  seen  him 
in  action,  and  if  you  witness  him  fishing  you  would 
admire  his  tactics,  his  gallant  charge,  his  wily 
manceuvres.  He  is  quite  worthy  to  be,  not  only  a 
member  of  this  club,  not  only  a  member  of  its 
committee,  but  its  president  by  his  skill  and 
the  charm  of  his  personality.  (Applause.)  It 
is  really  a  treat  to  see  him  with  his  little 
rod  at  the  rising  trout.     He  seems  to  lift  his 


hat  with  national  courtesy  to  the  fish  he  is 
just  about  to  slaughter.  (Laught«r. )  And  if 
he  m'sses  the  fish  there  is  none  of  the  dam- 
ming of  rivers  and  blasting  of  rocks  of  some  of  you 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  (Laughter.) 
He  simply  gives  a  delightful  shrug  of  the  shoulders 
which  says  all  there  is  necessary  to  say,  without 
incurring  penalties,  human  or  divine,  for  hard 
swearing.  ("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  I  hope, 
therefore,  you  will  give  an  extra  cheer  for  M. 
Bougie  when  he  rises  to  respond.  And,  lastly, 
gentlemen,  I  would  have  you  observe  that  in  a 
club  like  ours  the  sentiment  of  the  toast  embraces 
all  or  nearly  all  the  cardinal  virtues.  You  may 
have  noticed  that  in  one  of  the  earliest  of  our 
fishing  stories  we  are  not  told  of  the  central  figure 
that  he  went  a-fishing,  but  that  he  said,  "I  go 
a-fishing,"  signifying  comradeship,  friendship, 
brotherly  co-operation,  and  a  confidence  of  appeal, 
as  if  one  would  say,  "  Here  is  something  good ; 
won't  you  come  and  share  it  ? "  Nor  will  you 
have  forgotten  that  the  most  enduring  classic  in 
angling  literature  is  so,  not  only  because  it  is  in 
-the  truest  sense  an  idyll,  but  also  because  it  is  a 
story  of  helpful  companionship.  And  surely 
that  description  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
toast  holds  good  to-day.  (Cheers.)  It  is  not 
improbable  that  there  were  little  disputes  now 
and  then  about  the  meshes  of  the  Galilean  nets. 
And  now,  in  this  twentieth  century,  dry  fly  men 
have  their  friendly  arguments  as  to  split  canes, 
lines,  and  patterns.  Yes,  I  repeat  so  it  is :  and  I 
make  bold  to  say  this — that  a  wealth  of  comrade- 
ship, friendships  that  last,  delightful  recollections 
associated  with  the  flash  of  many  waters  and  the 
music  of  many  ripples  ;  a  hope  that  the  advancing 
years  which  sometimes  sour  other  men  will  find  us 
mellowed  into  serene  content  in  that  our  enjoyment 
has  been  shared  by  trusty  friends :  and  with  it  all 
an  assurance  that  a  society  such  as  ours  cannot 
fail  to  pass  on  the  sentiment  to  succeeding  genera- 
tions— this,  gentlemen,  is  what  we  mean  when  we 
join  together,  as  we  do  now,  in  the  toast  of  "  The 
Visitors."  (Cheers.) 
The  toast  having  been  honoured, 
M.  Louis  BouoLfc  rose  to  reply,  being  received 
with  loud  cheers.  He  said :  Your  Grace,  my  Lords 
and  Gentlemen, — My  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage being  so  limited,  I  am  unable  to  make  more 
than  a  short  reply  to  the  toast  which  you  have 
cordially  honoured.  We  oversea  anglers  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  you  for  the  diffusion  of 
the  most  effective  appliances  and  most  sporting 
methods  in  connection  with  the  truly  British  art 
of  fly  fishing.  I  suspect,  also,  that  our  fish  have 
gone  in  for  a  course  of  British  education.  (Laugh- 
ter.) For  instance,  the  trout  of  our  Normandy 
dry  fly  streams  nowadays  will  hardly  look  at  any 
of  our  flies  unless  they  are  dressed  according  to 
the  latest  English  fashion.  (Continued  laughter.) 
I  deeply  regret  to  say  that  the  once  splendid  sal- 
mon and  trout  waters  of  France  are  at  present  in 
a  very  sad  condition,  due  to  the  lack  of  protection. 
If,  as  we  hope,  a  revival  of  our  fisheries  is  to  result 
from  the  efforts  now  being  made  it  will  be  our 
desire  in  the  future  to  induce  you  to  come  over 
and  pay  us  frequent  angling  visits.  (Cheers.) 

Lord  Claud  Hamilton  then  gave  the  last  toast 
of  the  evening — "The  Chairman."  The  noble  Lord 
said :  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, — I  rise  to  propose 
the  health  of  your  noble  Chairman,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon.  (Cheers.)  When  asked  to 
propose  this  toast  by  Mr.  Skues,  your  secretary,  I 
naturally  expressed  my  willingness  to  perform  what 
has  been  a  tradition  of  your  dinners  that  the 
former  chairman  should  attend  and  propose  the 
health  of  his  successor.  ("Hear,  hear.")  Addi- 
tional pleasure  is  added  to  that  duty  from  the  fact 
that  his  Grace  is  one  of  my  oldest  friends,  a  former 
brother  officer  in  the  Grenadier  Guards,  and  a 
former  colleague  in  the  House  of  Commons.  When 
you  come  to  think  of  it,  what  better  selection  could 
you  have  made  than  his  Grace  for  the  position 
which  he  occupies  to-night?  (Cheers.)  He  has 
had  fifty  years'  experience  as  a  fly  fisher,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  no  man  in  this  room,  and  no 
man  probably  in  the  United  Kingdom,  has  landed 
more  and  heavier  fish  than  he  has  done  during  that 
period.  Indeed,  the  extremely  interesting  address 
which  he  gave  us  to-night  proves  his  fitness  for  the 
position  to  which  he  has  been  selected.  (Cheers.) 
There  was  only  one  jarring  note  in  his  speech.  His 
Grace  said  that  he  had  arrived  at  an  age  when  he 
thought  it  was  useless  to  endeavour  to  fathom  the 
mysteries  of  the  female  mind.  (Laughter.)  Of  course, 


he  spoke  of  fly  fishing.  Well,  if  we  were  inclined  to 
be  despondent  in  our  old  age  as  fly  fishers,  we 
dwell  on  the  glories  of  the  past ;  and  I  can  recall 
to  mind  when,  as  Earl  of  March  and  a  brilliant 
Guardsman  in  London  Society,  his  Grace  was 
the  most  successful  of  fly  fishers  in  the  marriage 
market!  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  Now  that  his 
Grace  has  succeeded  to  the  titie  which  he  so  much 
adorns,  and  the  duties  of  which  he  so  well  fulfils, 
he  has,  if  possible,  increased  the  esteem  and  regard 
in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him  ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  additional 
confidence  in  asking  you  to  drink  his  health. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Chairman,  who  was  loudly  cheered  on  rising 
to  reply,  said  :  Gentlemen, — I  wish  to  thank  you 
in  a  word  or  two  for  the  kind  and  cordial  reception 
you  have  given  to  the  toast.  It  has  been  a  great 
pleasure  to  me  to  preside  over  you  this  evening.  I 
also  thank  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  for  the  kind  way 
in  which  he  has  brought  the  toast  before  your 
notice.  I  confess  that  at  one  moment  I  got  a  little 
nervous  as  to  what  disclosures  he  might  be  drifting 
in  the  direction  of.  (Laughter.)  We  began  life 
more  or  less  together,  and  I  was  afraid  that  he 
might  be  going  to  rake  up  some  of  the  indiscretions 
of  a  giddy,  and  now  forgotten,  youth !  (Laughter.) 
However,  he  discreetly  passed  over  any  matters 
of  that  sort,  and  became  far  too  complimentary  in 
his  references  to  myself.  ("No.")  I  am  not 
going  to  inflict  a  second  speech  upon  you,  but  I 
will  read  a  telegram  which  was  put  into  my  hand 
at  the  beginning  of  dinner,  and  which  I  think  will 
be  interesting  to  you.  It  is  to  the.  effect  that 
Mr.  Gilbey  has  now  placed  a  certain  number  of 
huchen  and  salmon  in  the  tanks  at  the  Zoological 
Gardens  to-day.  I  am,  as  Mr.  Marston  said,  much 
interested  in  salmon  breeding  and  fish  culture 
generally.  Whether  it  is  ever  really  going  to  do 
any  good  I  have  grave  doubts.  My  own  impression 
is  that  if  it  is  to  be  of  practical  value  it  must 
be  done  on  a  far  larger  scale  than  has  been 
attempted  in  this  country  hitherto.  It  must 
be  interesting  to  us  to  know  that  hopes  are 
held  out  of  the  possibility  of  landing  salmon 
in  the  Thames.  ("Hear,  hear.")  I  think  I  sent 
Mr.  Gilbey  one  of  the  first  batches  of  ova  which 
he  had  down  from  Scotland  to  carry  out  his 
laudable  idea  of  reproducing  salmon  in  the  Thames, 
and  I  see  that  we  are  offered  now  the  possibility 
of  getting  another  fish,  the  huchen.  I  have  my 
doubts  as  to  whether  that  is  a  very  sound  move. 
From  what  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  of  the 
habits  of  that  fish,  I  fear  that  he  is  more  likely  to 
be  disagreeable  to  his  finny  friends  and  to  clear 
the  waters  of  any  strangers  he  may  come 
across  than  to  be  useful  to  the  fly  fisher.  Gentle- 
men, in  conclusion  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart  for  the  kind  reception  you  have  given 
to  me  this  evening.  (Cheers.) 

An  excellent  selection  of  music  was  performed 
during  the  evening  under  the  capable  direction  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Schartau,  who  was  assisted  by  Miss 
Agnes  Coates,  Mr.  Randell  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
Nelson  Jackson. 


SHY,  SHOKT-RISING  TEOUT. 


An  interesting  problem  has  been  raised  for  the 
dry  or  wet  fly  votary  to  solve,  and  it  has  pertinently 
been  asked  whether  returning  imdersized  trout  is 
accountable  for  short-rising  or  non-rising  fish,  by 
educating  them  to  seek  their  food  elsewhere  on  the 
principle  of  once  bitten  twice  shy  theory. 

I  admit  at  the  outset  this  is  a  very  reasonable 
assumption  as  far  as  human  reasoning  and  intelli- 
gence are  concerned,  but  do  trout  or  any  shy  fish 
reason  with  intelligence  from  the  human  stand- 
point ?  My  experience  prompts  me  to  give  without 
a  moment's  hesitation  a  most  emphatic  denial, 
although  it  may  appear  illogical  and  against 
common-sense. 

A  well-known  authority  states  in  his  book  of  the 
dry-fly  that  dry-fly  fishing  is  now  regarded  as  on© 
of  the  things  which  help  to  make  trout  more  wary 
than  ever.  This  is  pure  theory,  and  in  my  opinion 
sheer  nonsense :  why  it  should  make  trout  non- 
rising  or  short-rising  more  than  the  wet-fly  or 
trolling  with,  say,  sixty  yards  of  line  trailing 
behind  a  boat,  or  the  constant  splash  and  disturb- 
ance of  the  water  entailed  in  spinning  from  the 
bank — it's  too  ridiculous  for  argument. 

From  observations  on  captive  trout  and  carp, 
I  may  state  I  have  never  had  any  difficulty  ia 
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hooking  them  with  the  fly  as  often  as  i  chose, 
under  circumstances  where  it  would  only  be  reason- 
able to  assume  from  their  unnatural  environment 
that  they  would  not  rise  at  all ;  but  I  caught  them 
with  the  same  fly  over  and  over  again.  Strange 
as  it  may  appear,  considering  their  environment, 
there  were  almost  an  equal  number  of  occasions 
when  I  failed  to  hook  them  at  all — in  fact,  they 
rose  short,  and  instead  of  sucking  in  the  fly  and 
darting  to  the  bottom  as  they  invariably  did  when 
they  meant  business,  they  simply  took  the  fly,  gave 
it  a  shake,  and  immediately  blew  it  out  again  with 
great  force.  Occasionally  they  received  a  prick, 
and  it  was  surprising  what  a  tug  they  gave  in  these 
circumstances  without  being  hooked. 

In  order  to  make  the  experiment  more  complete, 
I  substituted  the  natural  fly  in  lieu  of  the  artificial, 
but  with  the  same  result.  On  the  least  movement 
or  struggle  of  the  fly  it  was  immediately  seized, 
followed  by  a  vigorous  shake,  and  immediately  blown 
out  with  the  same  force  again.  I  kept  these  captive 
trout  for  two  years,  during  which  time  I  racked 
and  puzzled  my  brains  to  find  out  the  cause  for 
this  strange  inconsistency  in  rising  short  and  refus- 
ing the  fly,  while  at  other  times,  without  any 
apparent  reason,  they  took  the  fly  greedily.  I 
ultimately  gave  up  trying  to  solve  the  problem, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  it  was  the  pure  pro- 
verbial fickleness  characteristic  of  the  salmonidce 
family. 

By  the  end  of  ths  second  year  I  had  become 
somewhat  tired  of  my  hobby  of  keeping  captive 
trout,  and  through  my  want  of  attention  and  care- 
lessness the  water  was  not  changed  and  renewed 
with  the  same  promptitude  and  regularity,  with  the 
result  that  I  soon  discovered  that  the  more  foul  and 
stagnant  the  water  became  the  more  sluggish  became 
my  fish  owing  to  the  reduced  amount  of  oxygen 
and  the  decomposed  particles  held  in  suspension. 
This  I  found  to  be  the  solution  of  the  problem,  as  in 
this  condition  of  water  my  trout  became  lethargic, 
rose  short,  and  absolutely  refused  the  fly.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  under  such  conditions 
is  always  high. 

On  changing  and  renewing  the  water  the  effect 
was  instantaneous  on  the  fish — they  recovered 
their  liveliness,  rose  at  once,  and  took  both  natural 
and  artificial  flies  with  avidity  in  a  proper  business 
manner.  On  these  occasions  I  always  noticed  they 
ejected  the  legs  and  wings  a  few  hours  after  taking 
the  natural  fly,  thus  showing  only  the  bodies  are 
digested. 

I  will  endeavour  to  substantiate  these  deductions 
to  bear  in  a  practical  manner  on  my  experience 
by  loch  and  riverside. 

Now  for  a  more  recent  experiment  under  con- 
ditions more  in  keeping  and  harmony  with  the 
natural  environments  of  the  great  family  of 
talmonidce.  In  the  remote  wilds  of  Argyll,  between 
Glencoe  and  the  dreary  expanse  of  the  moor  of 
Rannoch,  I  have  spent  many  sporting  holidays 
with  rod  and  gun.  I  have  amused  myself  on  off 
days  by  casting  the  fly  on  the  head-waters  of  a 
well-known  river  here,  very  small,  and  noted  only 
for  the  diminutive  size  of  its  trout,  which  average 
six  or  seven  to  the  pound.  I  have  always  been 
accompanied  by  my  gillie  with  a  large  can  of 
water,  into  which  the  pigmies  were  promptly 
placed  without  injury.  On  the  border  of  the 
moor,  which  consists  of  numerous  lochs  and  peat 
hags,  there  is  one  particular  peat  hag  without  any 
perceptible  inlet  or  outlet  except  what  percolates 
or  drains  through  into  this  hollow,  with  the  result 
a  wee  lochan  is  formed  of  about  100  yards  long 
by  about  ten  yards  wide,  totally  devoid  of  trout 
or  fish  of  any  kind,  but  rich  in  Coleoptera  ephemeridce 
and  Neuroptera,  an  ideal  environment  for  fario. 
Into  this  pool,  or  wee  lochan  as  I  may  term  it, 
my  gillie  carefully  transferred  the  numerous  small 
captures.  The  first  occasion  was  in  1902,  since 
when  I  have  transferred  about  fifty  every  year. 
My  experiment  in  the  first  place  was  intended 
to  find  out  the  cause  of  the  deterioration  in  the 
size  of  trout  in  our  Scotch  rivers  and  lochs,  and 
to  suggest  a  remedy  other  than  the  everlasting 
and  useless  restocking  with  new  blood.  The  issue, 
however,  before  us  is  the  education  of  the  reason- 
ing power  of  trout  and  not  the  deterioration  of 
the  species.  My  exfjerience  is  decidedly  against 
the  whole  finny  tribe  possessing  any  reasoning 
power  whatever,  and  with  all  due  respect  to  the 
theories  expounded  by  well-known  authorities,  I 
have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  affirming  that  the 
wariness  of  trout  is  solely  the  result  and  outcome 
of  its  own  natural  instinct. 


I  have  caught  the  trout  I  transferred  to  this  wee 
Lochan  over  and  over  again  and  returned  them 
each  time.  This  year  I  caught  several  of  fib.  to 
1  lb.,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  my  wife 
caught  they  were  all  returned.  These  trout  are  in 
fine  condition,  very  shy  and  wary,  and  unlike 
their  fellows  in  neighbouring  lochs,  fine  tackle  and 
small  flies  are  necessary  to  obtain  them.  These 
trout  from  the  time  they  were  first  caught  in  the 
neighbouring  Etive  must  have  been  captured  by 
the  same  device  at  least  four  times.  Last  June 
one  of  about  31b.  was  hooked,  played,  and  lost, 
and  is  now  sailing  about  in  the  depths  of  this  pool 
with  a  yard  of  cast  dangling  after  it.  Considering 
the  rich  store  of  natural  fiy  in  this  pool  the  result 
certainly  does  not  show  a  high  order  of  intellect 
or  reasoning  power  in  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  Salmo 
fario.  J.  F.  Cabruthers  Bell. 


THE  LATE  MR.  DAVID  WILSON. 


The  following  note  from  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Dec.  16,  1893,  appeared  with  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  which  we  now  reproduce  — 


"  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to 
give  our  readers  a  portrait  of  a  well-known  and 
much  respected  angler,  Mr.  David  Wilson,  the 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club." 

The  following  is  from  the  Edinhurgh  Evening 
News Mr.  David  Wilson,  a  well-known  jour- 
nalist, died  at  Aberdour,  Fife,  on  Feb.  17.  He  was 
a  native  of  Nairnshire,  and  a  brother  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  Edinburgh  Evening  News.  He 
was  for  a  number  of  years  manager  of  the  Econo- 
mist, but  had  to  give  up  that  position  owing  to 
ill-health.  He  afterwards  represented  the  Evening 
News  in  London,  but  about  eighteen  months  ago  Mr. 
Wilson's  health  again  broke  down,  and  he  found  him- 
self compelled  to  abandon  the  active  pursuit  of  his 
calling.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  living  in 
retirement  at  Aberdour.  During  his  sojourn  in 
London  Mr.  Wilson  was  well  known  in  artistic, 
mu.sical,  and  literary  circles.  Deceased  was  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age.  He  was  buried  on  Feb.  20  in 
the  picturesque  but  neglected  burial-ground  over- 
looked by  the  old  Castle  of  Aberdour." 


LEA  VALLEY  WATER  BILL. 

{From  the  "Field"  of  Feb.  17.) 

Sir, — Referring  to  your  note  on  the  above  in 
your  issue  of  the  10th  inst.,  may  I,  as  an  ardent 
angler  who  has  fished  the  waters  rented  by  the 
Amwell  Magna  Finhery  for  forty  years,  and  as  a 
resident  all  my  life  in  the  borough  of  Hackney, 
during  which  period  I  have  had  many  opportunitiei* 
of  observing  the  pollution  of  the  River  Lea  by 
sewage,  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
Bill  now  being  promoted  in  Parliament  by  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  ? 

On  Thursday  last,  accompanied  by  several 
members  of  the  Hackney  Borough  Council,  includ- 
ing their  valued  representative  on  the  water  board. 
Alderman  James  Sheehan,  we  journeyed  to  Ware, 
where  we  were  met  by  the  chairman,  the  chief 
engineer,  and  several  of  the  principal  officials  and 
members  of  the  water  board.  We  first  inspected 
the  Manifold  Ditch,  being  the  sewage  outfall  for 
the  Hertford  works  below  Ware  Lock,  which  has 
been  for  many  years  one  of  the  great  sources  of 
pollution  of  the  river    thence  we  proceeded  to 


Hertford  and  viewed  the  sewage  works,  which  are 
conducted  on  an  old  and  very  inefficient  system  of 
lime  filtration,  after  to  Rye  House  to  inspect  the 
Hoddesdon  Sewage  Works,  which  are  of  the 
crudest  description.  We  were  also  shown  the  pro- 
posed site  of  the  new  sewage  farm,  about  two  miles 
from  Hoddesdon,  and  the  proposed  site  for  new 
intake  for  water  to  be  supplied  to  the  East  London 
reservoirs  at  Feild's  Weir. 

The  officials  of  the  water  board  explained  to  ua 
with  the  greatest  care  the  works  which  were  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  out  under  the  terms  of  the 
Bill,  which  are  shortly  as  follows  :  The  construction 
of  intercepting  sewers  in  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and 
Stort ;  that  in  the  valley  of  the  Lea  would  com- 
mence at  Hertford,  and  extend  to  a  short  distance 
below  Feild's  Weir  ;  that  in  the  valley  of  the  Stort 
would  commence  at  Bishops  Stortford,  and  join 
the  Lea  Valley  sewer  below  Feild's  Weir.  These 
sewers  are  designed  so  as  to  form  part  of  any  future 
comprehensive  scheme  for  carrying  the  sewage  of 
the  Lea  Valley  down  to  a  point  below  Barking. 
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recommended  by  the  late  P.  le  Noury  as  more 
calculated  to  maintain  the  sand-eel  in  a  natural 
position.  Whilst  baiting  your  hook  according  to 
either  of  the  methods,  be  careful  not  to  squeeze  the 
sand-eel,  for  its  attractiveness  depends  on  its  liveli- 
ness remaining  unimpaired  ;  therefore,  when  it 
becomes  feeble  put  on  a  fresh  one.    The  living 


Fig.  1. — Living  Sand-Ekl  Bait;  okdinaby  method  at  slack  tide. 


Fig.  2. 


Fio.  3. — The  Coukoe  in  Tow. 


Band-eel  is  such  a  killing  bait  that  few 
who  have  used  it  will  care  to  procure  any 
other  when  provided  with  it,  as  it  is 
greedily  devoured  by  sea  fish  in  general, 
as  well  as  by  pollack. 

The  sand-eel  or  launce  is  very  numerous 
on  many  of  our  own  and  foreign  shores, 
and  particularly  at  the  mouth  of  those 
harbours  where  the  sand  is  of  a  loose  and 
gravelly  nature. 

There  are  many  localities  where  sand- 
eels  abound,  and  yet  no  net  is  kept  for 
their  capture.  In  such  places  they  can 
manifestly  be  alone  taken  by  scraping  or 
digging  them  from  the  sand  ;  in  which 
case  provide  a  small  light  bucket  or 
bailer  to  contain  salt-water,  and  throw 
the  sand-eels  into  it  instantly  on  capture. 
When  you  have  a  score  or  so,  pour  them 
into  your  sand-eel  basket  or  courge, 
which  should  be  placed  ready  in  a  pool 
you  have  dug  for  it  in  the  sand  close  at 
hand. 

The  Courge  or  Sand-Eel  Basket  {see 
Fig.  2). — These  curiously-shaped  baskets 
are  made  of  fine  willow  or  osier  twigs, 


Fia.  5. 


Fia.  6. 


It  is  proposed  to  take  an  area  of  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley  and  about  two  miles  from  Hoddesdon,  and 
practically  with  no  dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  on  which  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
collected  from  Hertford,  Ware,  Stansted,  Hoddes- 
don, Bishops  Stortford,  Saw-bridge  worth,  Harlow, 
and  a  number  of  other  places  in  the  two  valleys 
above  Feild's  Weir.  The  sewage  would  have  to  be 
pumped  on  to  the  land,  and  it  would  there  be  dealt 
with  by  the  best  known  means,  and  finally  by  sand 
filtration,  and  thence  to  the  River  Lea.  The  intake 
at  Chingford  will  be  abolished,  and  a  new  intake 
constructed  at  Feild's  Weir,  and  above  the  site  of 
the  proposed  sewage  works.  At  the  present  moment 
there  are  a  number  of  sewage  works  where  the 
sewage  is  treated  in  a  more  or  less  efficient  manner, 
and  the  whole  of  the  effluents  empty  into  the  two 
rivers  above  the  existing  intakes  of  the  eastern 
district  of  the  water  board.  By  placing  the  new 
intake  at  Feild's  Weir,  and  carrying  the  sewage 
below,  it  is  obvious  that  a  great  improvement  will 
be  efiEected  in  the  water  supplied  to  North-east  and 
East  London.  As  regards  the  amount  of  water  to 
be  passed  down  the  river,  by  Section  IX.  of  the 
River  Lea  Act  of  1855,  the  whole  of  the  waters  of 
the  rivers  Lea  arid  Stort  are  (subject  to  certain 
priorities  of  the  Lea  Conservancy)  vested  in  the 
water  board. 

In  dry  summer  weather  no  water  whatever 
passes  down  the  Lea  below  Tottenham  Lock, 
except  the  lockage  from  the  Navigation  (say,  three 
million  gallons  a  day),  the  water  from  the  inter- 
cepting drain  which  joins  the  River  Lea  just  below 
Tottenham  Lock,  and  a  quantity  of  water  coming 
from  the  Ching  Brook,  which  is  principally  effluent 
water  from  the  Woodford  and  Cliingford  Sewage 
Works.  In  the  future  it  is  proposed  that  5,400,000 
gallons  per  day  flow  past  Feild's  Weir  There  will 
then  be  the  addition  of  the  purified  effluents, 
amounting  to,  say,  three  million  gallons  per  day, 
to  which  must  ba  added  the  streams,  which  may 
also  be  put  at  between  two  and  three  million 
gallons  per  day,  or,  say,  eleven  million  gallons  in 
all,  as  compared  with  about  three  millions,  the 
quantity  hitherto  passing. 

The  water  flowing  into  the  Lea  Navigation  at 
Tottenham  Lock  from  the  intercepting  drain  will 
thus  be  diluted  by  a  large  volume  of  perfectly 
clear  and  good  water,  and  consequently  the  whole 
reach  of  the  river,  from  Tottenham  Lock  to  Old 
Ford,  will  be  in  a  much  better  condition  than  it 
has  ever  been  in  the  past  during  dry  weather.  The 
result  of  these  proposed  works  will,  I  venture  to 
think,  greatly  improve  the  volume  of  water  passing 
down  the  river,  will  tend  to  purify  the  river  from 
Ware  downwards,  and  will  prove  in  the  future  a 
great  boon  to  the  thousands  who  now  use  the  river 
for  angling  and  boating  purposes. 

Francis  Howse,  Mayor  of  Hackney, 

Hon.  Sec.  Amwell  Magna  Fishery. 

4,  Clapton  Common,  N.E. 


HOW  TO  BAIT  WITH 

LIVING  SAND-EELS,  &c. 


[FbOM    the     EEVlSED     EDITION    OF     "  ThE  Sea- 
FlSHEBMAN,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  €.  WiLCOCKS.] 

(Continued  from  page  111.) 

When  about  to  use  these  baits,  first  dip  up  4in.  or 
5in.  depth  of  water  in  your  boat's  bailer,  remove 
the  cork  from  the  aperture  of  the  courge,  and  hold- 
ing the  canvas  bucket,  pail,  or  bailer  at  the  level  of 
the  water,  pour  a  dozen  or  so  into  it,  replace  the 
cork  and  drop  the  basket  again  into  the  water 
instantly,  for  you  must  be  very  careful  not  to  keep 
the  courge  out  of  the  water  longer  than  necessary, 
or  expose  the  sand-eels  to  the  sun,  or  you  will  soon 
lose  all  your  bait ;  with  ordinary  care  they  will  live 
nearly  a  week.  To  bait  with  a  sand-eel,  hold  it 
between  the  fingers  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand, 
throat  outwards,  put  the  point  of  the  hook  into 
the  mouth,  and  out  of  the  gUls,  then  turn  the  hook 
over  and  pass  it  through  the  throat  below  the  gills, 
just  sufficiently  to  hold  the  hook,  and  throw  the 
bait  overboard.  A  straight  hook  is  alone  fit  to  use, 
the  Kirby  bend  twisting  the  head  on  one  side. 
The  boat  being  moored  and  the  line  paid  out, 
drop  the  lead  you  have  in  your  hand  in  front 
of  one  of  the  thowl-pins  of  your  boat,  and  when 
a  fish  takes  the  bait  your  attention  wi  I  be  called 
to  it  by  the  lead  rattling  over  the  gunwale,  if 


you  are  engaged  at  the  other  side  of  the  boat, 
which  arrangement  will  be  found  preferable  to 
short  rods  or  outriggers.  Make  fast  the  reel  by 
passing  it  once  or  twice  round  the  thwart  of  the 
boat,  leaving  a  couple  of  fathoms  or  so  of  slack 
between  it  and  the  lead,  that  a  heavy  fish  may  not 
bring  himself  up  short  and  part  the  line  ore  you 


can  attend  his  summons.  Bore  a  hole  in  the  smaller 
end  of  all  your  thowl-pins,  and  if  the  tide  or  swell 
of  the  sea  drags  the  lead  overboard,  attach  one  or 
two  to  the  line  close  to  the  lead  ;  this  is  called  a 
tell-tale,  and  one  should  also  be  fastened  to  the  light 
stern  line. 

The  illustration  (Fig.  I)  shows  the  ordinary 
method  of  baiting  at  slack  tide,  but  I  prefer  that 


not  more  than  about  Jin.  in  thickness,  and  are 
woven  sufficiently  close  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
sand-eels,  whilst  in  the  centre  an  opening  is  left  for 
their  introduction,  which  is  closed  by  a  piece  of 
flat  cork  accurately  fitted  to  the  aperture. 

A  piece  of  small  rope  having  an  eye  in  it  is  passed 
over  one  end  and  firmly  lashed  at  the  other,  by 
which  it  is  towed  astern  of  the  boat  {see  Fig.  3),  the 
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rope  having  first  been  made  fast  through  a  hole  in 
a  small  cleet,  nailed  to  the  stern  of  the  boat,  just 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  as  shown. 

Of  these  baskets  the  most  useful  size  is  2ft.  in 
length  and  7in.  in  diameter,  and  certainly  nothing 
can  be  better  adapted  for  the  end  intended,  as  it 
is  very  light,  and  the  water  flows  easily  through  it, 
whilst  from  its  shape  it  ofiEers  less  resistance  in 
passing  through  the  water  than  any  other  which 
could  be  devised.  It  will  be  found  equally  useful  as 
a  live-bait  cage  for  shrimps,  prawns,  other  Crustacea, 
and  small  fish  in  general  ;  it  might  also  be  adopted 
for  the  same  purpose  for  live-bait  in  jack  or  perch 
fishing  on  a  river  or  lake.  In  France  these  con- 
trivances are  made  of  wood  ;  I  have  tried  them, 
but  the  sand-eels  do  not  live  nearly  as  long  as  in 
the  wicker  courge.  Many  freshwater  anglers 
who  have  taken  up  sea  fishing,  already  owning  bait- 
kettles,  can  turn  them  to  account  in  salt  water  in 
both  pier  and  boat  angling,  but  the  kettle  must  be 
suspended  in  the  water  from  the  boat  or  pier,  as  the 
sand-eels  soon  become  faint  and  feeble  unless  strict 
attention  is  paid  to  this. 

How  to  make  Courges  or  Sand-Eel  Baskets. — 

Procure  some  very  fine  small  osiers  or  withies,  and 
soak  them  a  day  or  two  until  they  are  sufficiently 
supple  for  weaving,  also  some  others  for  the  frame- 
work Jin.  in  thickness,  and  2ft.  in  length.  Get 
two  hoops  of  any  light  and  flexible  wood  of  Tin. 
diameter,  and  lash  with  wax-ends  or  sail-twine 
seven  of  the  rods  to  the  outside  of  one  of  the  hoops, 
at  equal  intervals  of  its  circumference,  and  at  Sin. 
on  one  side  of  the  middle  of  the  rods  ;  now  insert 
the  second  hoop  at  the  distance  of  6in.  from  the 
first,  and  secure  it  as  before.  The  ends  must  then 
be  brought  together,  and,  being  lashed,  will  form 
the  figure  of  two  cones  joined  at  the  base.  Com- 
mence weaving  at  one  of  the  ends,  opening  the  rods 
by  the  aid  of  a  smaU  marline-spike  or  pricker,  and 
having  done  about  4in.,  proceed  in  like  manner 
with  the  other  end,  when  the  increasing  width 
between  the  rods  will  necessitate  the  insertion  of 
other  rods,  which  are  to  be  secured  as  at  first 
directed.  Continue  weaving  from  either  side  until 
within  Sin.  of  the  middle  of  the  rods,  leaving  here 
an  unwoven  space,  about  Gin.  in  length  and  4in. 
in  breadth,  to  pour  the  sand-eels  into  the  basket. 
This  aperture  must  be  closed  by  an  accurately- 
fitting  piece  of  cork  when  in  use.  A  rod  or  two 
will  cross  the  hole,  which  must  be  cut  off  to  admit 
the  cork,  and  the  two  rods  forming  the  edges  of 
the  hole  longitudinally  must  have  the  osiers 
doubled  round  them  and  the  ends  of  these  osiers 
tucked  in. 

The  cork  should  be  a  good  thick  piece  fin.  larger 
than  the  hole,  and  by  taking  off  half  its  thickness 
to  this  width,  it  will  fit  well  over  the  edges  of  the 
aperture.  If  a  thick  piece  is  not  to  be  had,  peg 
two  pieces  together.  The  cork  should  be  attached 
to  the  basket  by  a  pieqe  of  line,  that  you  may 
be  able  to  drop  it  when  taking  out  the  bait,  and  a 
bit  of  stick  §in.  thick  being  thrust  through  under 
one  of  the  rods  on  one  side  of  the  cork,  a  piece  of 
line  18in.  long  should  be  made  fast  to  the  rod 
of  the  basket  nearest  the  cork  on  the  other  side  ; 
this  being  belayed  on  the  short  bit  of  stick  serving 
as  a  cleet  will  ensure  the  cork  keeping  in  its  place. 
Reservoir  courges  are  sometimes  3ft.  long  ;  these  are 
not  towed  but  kept  on  a  mooring. 

How  to  Bait  with  Rag-worms. 

The  mud,  rag,  or  rock  worm  is  the  next  bait, 
and  very  valuable,  as  it  can  be  kept  a  considerable 
time  with  proper  care,  and  is  found  in  the  soft  mud 
of  harbours,  also  in  sandy  gravel  and  clay  formed 
by  the  decomposition  of  granite.  Hook  them 
merely  through  the  head,  if  small  three,  if  fair  sized 
two,  at  a  time,  allowing  them  to  hang  down  their 
whole  length,  as  Fig.  4.  A  second  illustration 
(Fig.  5)  shows  a  plan  for  whifi&ng.  These  worms 
should  be  carried  to  sea  in  a  wooden  box  lOin.  by 
oin.  and  2Jin.  deep,  the  joints  pitched,  and  water 
Jin.  deep  should  be  kept  in  it.  Put  it  out  of  the 
sun  if  possible,  and  on  a  slant,  as  the  worms  like 
to  crawl  out  of  the  water  for  a  change. 

How  to  Bait  with  Living  Shrimps.  —  The 

shrimps  or  prawns  are  to  be  kept  afloat  in  a  box 
with  holes,  or,  better  still,  in  a  sand-eel  basket.  The 
hook  should  be  baited,  as  shown  in  Fig.  6,  by  pass- 
ing the  hook  up  through  the  tail.  Dead  baits  are 
not  of  much  account  generally  in  drift-line  fishing. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  ANGLEES'  CLUB  OF 
NEW  YOKE. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Club  of 
New  York  was  held  at  Mouquin's  Hotel,  in  Sixth 
Avenue,  New  York  Oity,  on  the  night  of  Jan.  9. 
Before  the  meeting  a  large  number  of  the  members 
and  their  guests  dined  together.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  President  Robert  B.  Lawrence, 
with  the  following  members  present: — Messrs. 
Gonzalo  Poey,  R.  B.  Lawrence,  Edward  Cave,  G. 
M.  L.  LaBranche,  Joseph  E.  Zdankiewicz,  W.  G. 
Geety,  C.  G.  Levison,  Dr.  R.  J.  Held,  Edward  B. 
Rice,  Charles  Stepath,  F.  W.  Sumner,  Dr.  George 
W.  Blakeslee,  Harold  DeRaaslofiE,  R.  H.  Chambers, 
Milton  H.  Smith,  James  D.  Smith,  John  E.  Bull- 
winkle,  Perry  D.  Frazer,  a  number  of  applicants 
for  membership  and  several  guests. 

Mr.  LaBranche,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
admission,  reported  the  following  list  of  applicants 
who  had  been  elected  to  active  membership  in 
the  club  since  the  last  meeting  : — Messrs.  Bernard 
Waters,  James  H.  Cruickshank,  J.  Alden  Weir, 
Henry  S.  Hayes,  Edward  F.  Todd,  Robert  D. 
Kennedy,  and  Tom  M.  Jardine;  and  these  asso- 
ciate members :  Thomas  J.  Conroy,  of  New  York 
City,  and  Edward  F.  Payne,  of  Highland  Mills, 
New  York. 

Mr.  John  E.  Bullwinkle  reported  that  articles  of 
incorporation  had  been  filed,  bearing  the  signatures 


RoBEBT  B.  Lawrence. 
(President  of  the  New  York  Anglers'  Club.) 


of  the  directors  of  the  club,  as  follows :  Robert  B. 
Lawrence,  Milton  H.  Smith,  Gonzalo  Poey,  Perry 
D.  Frazer,  Edward  Cave,  Chancellor  G.  Levison. 
A  few  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  constitution 
in  order  that  it  could  be  formally  adopted  by  the 
club  as  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  State. 
Routine  business  followed,  and  then  came  the 
election  of  officers  to  serve  during  the  fiscal  year. 
The  gentlemen  selected  are  as  follows : — President, 
Robert  B.  Lawrence;  vice-president,  Milton  H. 
Smith ;  treasurer,  Gonzalo  Poey ;  secretary.  Perry 
D.  Frazer ;  members  from  the  club-at-large  to  serve 
as  directors.  Chancellor  Levison,  John  E.  Bullwinkle 
and  Edward  Cave;  committee  on  admissions,  G. 
M.  LaBranche,  Edward  B.  Rice,  Dr.  R.  J.  Held, 
James  D.  Smith,  and  Charles  Stepath. 

Among  other  things,  it  was  decided  that  all 
applications  for  membership  must  be  made  to  the 
secretary,  whose  address  is  501,  West  164th-8treet. 

Messrs.  LaBranche  and  Poey  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  Department  of  Parks 
officials  and  ascertain  if  permission  could  be  ob- 
tained to  hold  casting  contests  on  one  of  the  lakes 
in  Central  Park ;  while  Mr.  Bullwinkle  was  asked 
to  perform  a  similar  duty  in  Brookljrn,  in  which  is 
Prospect  Park,  and  Messrs.  Conroy  and  Levison 
were  delegated  to  arrange  for  a  club  badge. — Forest 
and  Stream. 


Yeast :  "Did  you  ever  try  to  dye  eggs?" 
Crimsonbeak :  "  No,  I  never  did ;  but  I've  tried 
'em  after  they  were  dead." — Yonkers  Statesman. 


UP  THE  BAIN. 


A  DREARY  afternoon  this,  even  for  dreary 
January.  A  moaning  south-east  wind  sends  from 
the  leaden  skies  a  steady  drizzle  against  the 
window-pane  hour  after  hour.  Patches  of  half- 
melted  snow  lie,  yellowing  under  the  rain,  upon  the 
gravel  paths,  or  come  with  a  soft  rushing  sound 
sliding  from  the  eaves,  to  fall  with  a  splashy  thud 
on  the  ground  below.  No  sign  of  animal  or  bird 
life  is  visible ;  even  the  robin  has  retired  to  his 
retreat  below  the  laurel  bushes.  Small  joy  indeed 
is  there  to  the  long  inactive  fly-fisher  in  an  after- 
noon like  this.  Let  us  pull  a  big  armchair  close  to 
the  firelight  glow,  and  draw  the  curtains  close  to 
shut  out  the  gloom  of  the  fast-gathering  winter  dusk, 
and  fall  gently  asleep,  to  dream  of  sunny,  softly- 
luminous  skies,  and  the  breath  of  the  sweet  south- 
west breeze  bringing  us  the  scent  of  yet  dew-laden 
grass  from  the  hills  and  moors. 

Surely,  from  the  air  of  homely  comfort,  and  the 
view  of  swelling  green  hills  and  grey,  stone -built 
houses  from  the  window,  this  must  be  my  old  bed- 
room at  the  Rose  and  Crown  in  which  I  have 
awakened  ?  And  certainly  that  is  genial  Host  John 
Trotter's  voice  at  the  door  announcing  the  advent 
of  hot  water,  boots,  and  letters,  and  the  imminent 
approach  of  breakfast.  We  are  no  sluggards  such 
as  Dr.  Watts  execrated — our  chief  difficulty  on  an 
angling  holiday  is  to  restrain  ourselves  from  getting 
up  at  unearthly  hours — so  we  obey  the  summons 
with  alacrity,  and  descend  speedily  to  the  cheerful, 
long,  low-ceilinged  room,  into  which  the  May 
morning  simshine  is  streaming,  more  than  ready  to 
do  justice  to  the  appetising  breakfast  we  know  will 
await  us,  for  they  have  a  very  comfortable  know- 
ledge of  the  requirements  of  the  inner  man  in  the 
North  Yorkshire  dales  generally,  and  at  the  Rose 
and  Crown  in  particular. 

We  have  breakfasted,  read  our  letters,  conferred 
with  our  host  as  to  weather  prospects,  to-night's 
dinner,  and  simdry  other  small  matters,  so  let  us 
put  up  our  rod,  light  a  fresh  pipe,  sling  our  creel, 
and  set  forward  for  the  day's  adventures.  Whither 
shall  we  go  ?  The  "  big  "  River  Yore  down  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  is  big  no  longer,  owing  to  lack  of 
rain,  and  we  have  little  skill  and  less  taste  for  clear 
water  worming,  and  it  is  just  a  wee  too  warm  for 
the  long  trudge  up  Yore  to  the  Weel,  near  Hawes, 
which  alone  is  likely  to  fish  with  fly  to-day  in  a 
fair  breeze  like  this.  No  Yore  for  us  to-day ;  let 
us  cross  the  old  village  green,  pass  over  the  Bain 
bridge,  climb  the  steep  rise  just  above  it,  pass 
through  a  gate  to  the  foot  of  the  encircling  hills, 
and  wander  away  up  Bain  to  Countersett  and 
Semerwater.  The  Bain  is  low,  too,  but  experience 
has  taught  us  that  its  numerous  boulder-stemmed 
frothy  cascades  and  swift  eddies,  shaded  by  steep- 
rising  banks,  are  more  likely  to  afford  us  sport  to- 
day with  fly  than  the  wide,  shallow,  gin-clear, 
unsheltered  bed  of  Yore. 

Our  confidence  in  the  little  Bain  is  evidently 
not  misplaced.  The  very  first  little  foamy  pool 
yields  us  a  nice  6oz.  trout  at  the  second  cast  well 
up  to  the  foot  of  that  miniature  waterfall,  and  at 
each  similar  snug  lurking  place,  a  clean,  straight 
cast  with  the  little  9ft.  greenheart  elicits  a  response 
from  the  bright,  plucky  little  Bain  trout,  which 
makes  it  bend  and  spring  with  great  vivacity.  They 
are  game  little  fellows,  excellent  in  colour  and 
condition,  and  put  up  a  dashing  fight  for  a  minute 
or  two,  though  of  course  they  do  not  average  so 
big  as  the  Yore  fish — about  three  to  the  pound  is 
their  usual  figiu^e,  although  I  have,  at  dusk,  and  in 
early  morning,  killed  some  goodish  trout  reaching 
to  nearly  a  pound,  but  these  were  mostly  to 
minnow.  To-day  is  bright  and  warm,  so  we  have 
mounted  a  Tinselled  Owl  for  point  fly,  a  crimson 
Partridge  for  first  dropper,  and  just  to  give 
possible  dark  or  colder  spells  their  chance,  a  Snipe 
and  Purple  as  second  dropper.  But  to-day  Tinselled 
Owl  seems  easily  first.  So  on  we  take  our  way  up 
the  deep,  quiet  glen,  where  trees  and  bushes  over- 
hang one  bank,  and  the  grassy  hillside  comes 
steeply  down  the  other,  shutting  out  all  view 
upward  save  the  blue  sky,  now  begiiming  to  be 
dappled  with  white  fleecy  clouds,  driven  by  the 
westerly  wind.  Almost  every  respectable  eddy  or 
foam-specked  pool  gives  us  at  least  a  rise,  and  not 
a  few  a  trout.  So  quickly  does  the  time  pass  that 
it  seems  all  too  soon  when  we  finally  emerge 
from  the  glen,  and  find  ourselves  upon  a  wide 
tract  of  pasture  land,  where  the  stream  winds 
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quietly  about  under  withy  boughs  like  any  lowland 
beck,  with  dark,  portentous-looking  pools  at  the 
bends,  which  contain,  besides  good  trout,  a  store 
of  the  coarse  fish  brought  down  from  adjacent 
Semerwater.  Eastward  rises  Addleborough,  grey 
and  grim  even  in  sunlight,  while  westwardly  the 
outlying  flank  of  Weather  Fell  topped  by  limestone 
scars  uprears  to  2019  feet,  while  away  to  the  south, 
beyond  the  sparkling  sheet  of  silver  that  is  Semer- 
water, cleft  by  three  wild  and  lonely  glens,  are  the 
massive  fells,  amongst  which  Semerwater  and  the 
little  Bain  are  bom.  And  if  we  were  to  ascend 
them  and  gaze  southward,  if  the  day  were  clear 
enough,  we  should  perchance  descry,  over  long 
miles  of  moorland  solitude,  the  still  greater  heights 
of  Ingleborough,  Pen-y-Ghent,  Buckden  Pike,  and 
other  lesser  fells,  whence  spring  Ribble,  Skirfare, 
Cover,  and  Wharfe. 

Let  us  leave  the  little  Bain,  and  getting  a  boat 
from  the  Low  Blean  Farm,  hard  by,  drift  idly  over 
Semerwater's  broad  bosom,  now  only  rippled  by 
the  fast  dying  breeze,  casting  our  flies  before  us. 
The  best  of  the  rise  is  over,  but  we  pick 
up  an  odd  fish  here  and  there,  and  gradually 
the  creel  has  grown  heavier  than  when  we 
started  by  twenty-six  nice  trout.  By  the  late 
afternoon,  however,  the  lake's  surface  has 
grown  mirror-like,  and  the  fish  have  altogether 
ceased  to  take.  At  six  o'clock  we  come  to  the  con- 
clusion fishing  is  all  over  for  the  day  (for  it  is  too 
early  in  the  season  yet  for  an  evening  rise),  and  that 
the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  climb  the  steep  ascent 
to  the  Boar  Inn  at  Gountersett,  and  refresh  ourselves 
with  the  excellent  tea  we  know  they  will  serve  us 
(primitive  as  the  inn  looks  outwardly),  preparatory 
to  our  homeward  tramp. 

Somehow  we  linger  long  over  tea,  and  a  chat  and 
pipe  with  the  sturdy  landlord  about  fish,  crops,  and 
the  like,  and  the  sunset  glow  has  long  since  died 
away,  leaving  the  sombre  range  of  fells  to  the  west, 
Shunner  and  Widdale,  great  banks  of  purple  and 
grey,  when,  after  our  two-mUe  tramp  (by  road,  for 
the  glen  is  a  bit  eerie  in  this  light),  we  come  to  the 
hill  that  overlooks  Bainbridge.  Already,  below  in 
the  dusk,  lights  are  beginning  to  twinkle  out,  and 
we  can,  in  imagination,  see  worthy  John  Trotter 
gazing  from  the  hotel  door,  wondering  if  dinner  will 
again  be  spoiled,  like  it  was  a  night  or  two  since, 
by  reason  of  our  late  appearance.  Over  the  stile, 
across  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  then  down,  down 
to  Bainbridge.  Far  below  'us,  hidden  by  a  leafy 
screen  of  wood,  we  can  hear  the  little  turbulent 
Bain  singing  its  everlasting  song  as  it  hurries  over 
its  rocky  bed. 

Dear,  charming  little  Bain !  Long  after  my  rod 
is  laid  aside,  and  the  hand  that  writes  your  praises 
is  still,  you  will  be  singing  that  self-same  song 
through  the  long,  still  summer  nights,  or  louder 
with  the  rush  of  winter  storm-water,  yet  ever 
musical  to  those  that  have  the  gift  to  discern  it — • 
and  not  a  few  of  those  so  endowed  are  those  who 
love  peace  and  quiet  and  angling.  C.  H.  T. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

1i>  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Tliaraes  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  lielow 

(30  mln.  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 


AMI 


140   ,,    „   Putney.  irinJ'^   ■■    "  Richmond. 

45  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  '^^""iSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „   Barnes.  (85   ,,    „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLB.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Feb.  24    2.42    3.  1 

Sunday,  „    25   3.18    3.36 

Monday,  ,,    26    3.53    4.10 

Tuesday,         „    27    4.25    4.41 

Wednesday,     ,,   28    4.56    5.12 

Thursday,  March   1    5.28    5.44 

Friday,  ,,     2    6.  1    fi.20 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks.  —  The  river  has 
been  quite  out  of  condition,  and  is  only  just  showing 
signs  of  improvement.  There  is  only  about  three 
weeks  more  coarse  fishing  before  the  close  of  the 
season,  and  if  we  should  get  much  more  rain  or  any 
snow  the  season  is  sure  to  end  badly.  I  saw  some 
of  the  tributaries  which  feed  the  river  on  Thursday 


morning  and  they  were  clearing  rapidly.  With  the 
frost  and  bright  sun  which  then  prevailed  matters 
should  improve,  but  the  Thames  itself  is  still  very 
thick.  The  K.P.S.  roach  competition  nearly  proved 
a  failure,  and  was  won  by  the  two  coinpetitors  who 
failed  to  catch  a  roach  each,  others  not  being 
able  to  get  a  fish  at  all  owing  to  the  colour  of 
the  water,  which  looked  like  clay.  A  few  fairly 
good-sized  perch  have  been  had  by  roach  anglers 
when  using  worms  as  bait.  The  London  and  South 
Western  Railway  are  about  to  reconstruct  the  rail- 
way bridges  across  the  Thames  at  Richmond  and 
Kingston.  I  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
W.  D.  Willing,  of  Teddington,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two.  He  was  brother  to  Mr.  Willing,  a  member  of 
the  K.P.S.,  and  well  known  on  the  river  as  an 
angler,  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  James 
Willing  (jun.)  of  the  Strand.  At  the  meeting  on  Feb. 
19  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  matters  were  brought 
forward  relating  to  the  purification  of  the  river. 
The;  River  Purification  Committee  reported  that 
notices  were  served  in  1902  on  the  executors  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  P.  Robinson  and  their  tenant  in  respect 
of  pollution  of  the  Hogg's  Mill  river  from  Tol- 
worth  Court  Farm,  Surbiton,  and  that  a  filter 
was  subsequently  made.  The  work  proved  in- 
effectual, and  a  notice  was  served  last  year  on  Mr. 
W.  Woods,  who,  it  was  understood,  had  purchased 
the  property.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Geo.  Tilling,  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  W.  Woods,  dated  Feb.  2,  was 
received,  stating  that  Mr.  Woods  had  not  yet 
the  legal  estate  in  the  property  and  that  his 
vendors,  the  Robinson  Trustees,  were  the  persons 
at  present  responsible.  He  asked  that  the  matter 
might  stand  over  for  another  three  months.  The 
committee  recommended  that  no  further  time  be 
allowed,  and  the  solicitor  be  instructed  to  take 
proceedings  against  the  party  responsible  for  the 
continuance  of  the  pollution.  The  Board  adopted 
the  recommendation.  In  reply  to  a  question  from 
Mr.  Bigwood,  the  chairman  of  the  Purification 
Committee,  Mr.  R.  Buckeli,  said  he  had  no 
further  report  to  make  with  respect  to  the 
escape  of  oil  into  the  Thames  at  Hampton.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Humphrey,  Mr.  Buckeli  read 
correspondence  between  the  committee  and  the 
Chertsey  District  Council  on  the  subject  of  the 
fouling  of  the  river  by  the  escape  of  sewage  from 
that  authority's  works.  The  council,  it  appeared, 
had  been  warned  that  unless  the  nuisance  were  at 
once  discontinued  proceedings  would  be  instituted. 
It  was  resolved,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
same  committee,  that  a  notice  be  served  on  the 
Staines  Rural  District  Council,  in  respect  of  an 
offensive  discharge  from  a  surface  water  drain  at 
Hardington  Corner. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  weather  has  been  very 
rough  and  cold  during  the  past  week,  and  owing  to 
the  recent  heavy  rains  the  river  has  been  running 
very  high  and  much  coloured,  although  the  water 
is  a  few  inches  lower  to-day  (Wednesday).  All  the 
weir  tackle  at  Marsh  Lock  and  Hambledon  are  stiU 
drawn ;  it  is  now  fining  down,  and  should  be 
favourable  for  the  week-end  fishing.  A  roach 
weighing  1  lb.  lOoz.  has  been  taken  by  a  member 
of  the  Working  Men's  Club. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Raocot 
Bridge. — Nothing  very  much  has  been  done  the 
last  few  days,  as  the  heavy  rains  altered  the  colour 
and  stream,  but  it  is  fining  down  again,  and  the 
roach  ought  to  be  on  by  the  week-end.  Several 
51b.  jack  have  been  taken,  also  one  of  8Jlb.,  and 
some  roach,  largest  IJlb. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — Last  week's  rain  put 
the  water  up  again  on  Sunday.  It  has  fallen  over 
a  foot  since  Monday  night,  and  has  fined  down  very 
considerably  since  then.  I  had  a  few  hours  at  the 
roach  on  Tuesday,  and  got  between  two  and  three 
dozen  of  fair  size,  but  nothing  over  fib.  A  big 
perch  in  the  swim,  nearly  21b.,  which  I  hooked 
on  a  small  roach  hook,  I  think  drove  away  the 
best  roach.  If  no  rain  falls  the  water  will  be  in 
good  order  by  the  week-end.  For  the  information 
of  your  readers  I  can  say  that  when  the  water  is 
high  is  a  good  time  to  fish  many  swims  about  here. 
— P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterheaoh). — Since  my  last 
report,  there  has  been  only  one  day's  fishing  worth 
mention,  that  on  Feb.  18,  when,  in  the  lodes, 
several  pike  were  had ;  largest  fish  5Jlb.  One 
angler  had  five  fish — others,  two  and  three  each. 
Some  anglers  paid  attention  to  the  roach  for  baits, 
and,  with  paste,  had  thirty-five  fish.  The  recerit 
storms  have  been  of  benefit  to  the  river,  which  is 
now  getting  into  a  good  colour,  and  with  settled 
weather,  anglers  will  be  anxious  after  the  pike 
which  are  still  numerous  here  by  the  locks.  Free 
waters.  Live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  open  winter,  with  copious 
rains  in  January,  gave  promise  of  an  early  run  of 
salmon  from  the  Solway  before  the  nets  in  the  river 
began  operations  on  Feb.  2.    This  evidently  took 


place,  for  the  upper  pools  have  yielded  more  fish 
than  those  in  the  tideway,  very  few  fish  having 
been  seen  in  the  lower  reaches  since  February  came 
in.  Rod  fishers  got  to  work  on  Feb.  10,  and  have 
no  reason  to  complain,  for  the  river  has  been  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  most  of  the  pools  have  yielded 
well.  Of  the  Yorkshire  anglers  fishing  the  Corby 
water  the  first  four  days,  Mr.  Illingworth  killed  six, 
171b.  to  21  lb.,  Mr.  Howson.  four,  8lb.  to  18lb.,  Mr. 
Holden,  four,  81b.  to  2011).,  Mr.  Johnston,  four,  91b. 
to  17lb.,  Mr.  Tetloy,  two,  181b.  each,  Mr.  Garnet, 
two,  81b.,  161b.,  Mr.  Reffitt,  Mr.  Branson,  and  Mr. 
England,  each  one,  about  151b.  Mr.  J.  Harris  got  four 
fish  out  of  the  Wetheral  Boat  Pool  on  the  first  day, 
81b.,  91b.,  181b...  21  lb.  ;  on  the 'IVth,  one  ;  and  on 
the  19th  two,  201b.,  221b.  In  the  Warwick  Hall 
water  Mr.  C.  Liddell  has  had  two,  Mr.  T.  Y.  Brara- 
well  two,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  two.  At  Cro.iby  Mr. 
Broadhurst  two  and  Dr.  Crich  two,  121b.,  231b.  At 
Eden  {Grove  Mr.  Wood  two,  171b.,  25lb.  In  the 
Holme  End  water  Mr.  Rea  two,  17lb.,  21  lb. 
In  the  Armathwaite  Castle  water  Mr.  A. 
Edwards  five,  161b.  to  291b.,  and  R.  Raine  two, 
8lb.,  91b.  In  the  Armathwaite  Hall  water  Dr. 
Murray  one,  251b.,  and  Mr.  Murray  one,  221b. 
In  the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  two, 
Kilb.,  181b.  Mr.  Wm.  Farrer  and  Mr.  W.  Smith 
each  one.  At  Syke  Foot,  Mr.  Younger,  three,  121b., 
15lb.,  191b.,  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  two,  9lb.,  121b.  At 
Brocklewath,  Mr.  Dalton,  two,  161b..  181b.  On  Feb. 
20,  Mr.  Bushby  had  one,  171b.,  Mr.  Holden,  one, 
181b.,  and  Mr.  Catto,  one,  81b.,  all  in  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  water  at  Corby.  Nearly  all  the  above  were 
killed  with  spinning  baits,  but  at  least  two  of  the 
anglers  fished  with  fly  and  killed  fish. — Silver 
Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  bank 
high,  and  some  good  sport  is  anticipated  shortly. 
A  few  pike  and  perch  are  the  only  fish  that  have 
been  caught  lately  owing  to  the  cold  and  high 
winds.  Sea  fishing  has  been  very  indifferent,  only 
one  catch  of  pollack  off  the  pier  by  Mr.  Trevellick 
being  made  on  Feb.  17,  a  cold  and  rainy  day. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  continued 
muddy,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  22,  it  was  in  fair  order  for  roach 
fishing.  The  weather  is  frosty,  and,  no  more  heavy 
rain  or  snow  falling,  anglers  ought  to  be  able  to 
resume  sport  generally  at  the  week-end. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster  . — Both  streams 
are  now  getting  into  order  for  fi-shing,  but  are  rather 
on  the  high  side.  Very  little  fishing  will  be  done 
until  March,  when  the  trout  season  opens.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  fair  order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).  —  At  time  of 
reporting,  Feb.  21,  the  river  has  just  recovered  from 
a  heavy  spate,  and  is  now,  though  very  full,  in 
condition  for  fly  fishing.  Before  this  spate,  several 
fair  catches  were  made.  One  rod,  fishing  on  a  part 
of  the  river  which  was  available  by  permission, 
basketed  twenty-two  trout,  among  which  were  some 
good  fish,  the  largest  being  1  lb.  2oz.  Another  rod 
on  Feb.  16  took  sixteen  of  similar  average — namely, 
rather  better  than  three  to  the  pound.  Trout  took 
the  artificial  very  well,  but  there  was  little  or  no 
rise  to  the  natural  fly,  which  was  on  the  water, 
however,  in  considerable  abundance  between  1  p.m. 
and  3  p.m.  Nearly  all  the  fish  took  the  flies  under 
water,  which  is  nearly  always  the  case  at  this  time 
of  year.  It  looks  as  if  we  were  to  have  a  good 
spring  fishing. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  in  the  very 
best  condition  that  anglers  can  wish  for,  and  large 
roach  are  being  taken  by  everyone  out ;  one 
gentleman  from  Cambridge  getting  sixteen  in  about 
three  hours,  none  under  ^Ib.  among  them,  and  the 
best,  IJlb.  Pike  are  also  on  the  prowl,  but  no  extra 
large  ones  as  yet,  141b.  being  the  heaviest  up  to 
now,  but  no  doubt  during  the  next  three  weeks  we 
shall  get  among  the  decent  ones,  as  there  are  some 
very  fine  fish  about  here. — A.  Scaed. 

Onse  ( Huntingdon). — The  river  is  again  in  a 
slightly  flooded  state  and  very  thick.  Unless  the 
weather  now  continues  fine  for  the  next  few  days 
there  wUl  be  no  more  pike-fishing  here  this  season, 
which  closes  on  Feb.  28.  A  few  good  roach  have 
been  taken  in  the  quiet  lay  byes,  and  in  my  opinion 
specimens  of  this  kind  might  now  be  had  with 
gentles  or  lob-worms,  the  latter  for  preference. — 
Chas.  a.  Bryant. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rain, 
fog,  and  frost  has  been  the  weather  during  the 
week.  Rivers  are  high  and  clouded,  and  anglers 
have  wisely  kept  aloof.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  is 
in  good  order  and  colour,  but  has  not  been  much 
patronised.  Mr.  Leech,  a  Portsmouth  visitor,  on 
Tuesday,  secured  a  nice  pike  of  over  9lb.  from  the 
south  side  of  the  basin.  This  gentleman  has  been 
very  fortimate  among  the  pike  here — seldom  visit- 
ing the  water  without  success.    There  is  another 
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large  fish  to  be  seen  feeding  at  the  same  spot. — 
G.  F.  Saltek. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishing  for  trout  commences 
March  1,  and  from  the  continued  mild  weather  and 
plenty  of  water  trout  should  be  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  annual  spring  Devon  flies  will  be  sure 
killers,  as  in  years  past.  All  rivers  will  be  open 
then. — Rusty  Gaite. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Season  opens  on  March  1, 
and  from  every  appearance  'should  open  up  well. 
There  have  been  floods  all  the  winter,  and  all  the 
kelts  must  have  gone  back.  A  lot  of  fresh  fish  have 
been  seen,  and  the  nets  have  been  doing  fairly  well 
some  miles  below.  I  shall  be  very  much  surprised 
if  good  sport  is  not  had  on  March  1. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  fair  order. 
Heavy  rain  was  had  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
Angling  has  not  been  brisk.  The  weather  since 
Feb.  17  has  been  fine,  followed  by  frosts  at  night, 
and  the  fish  have  been  more  inclined  to  move. 
Pike  are  on  the  feed.  Several  trout,  from  IJlb.  to 
21b.  each,  have  been  hooked  with  maggot,  and  the 
prospects  for  'sport,  when  the  season  opens,  are 
good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  Horth  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Bivers. — The  Tjne  is  low  and  fine,  and  roach  and 
dace  are  fast  losing  condition.  Rede  water  is 
doing  a  httle.  Several  spring  fish  have  been  killed 
during  the  past  week.  The  Coquet  is  low  and  fine, 
and  in  spite  of  that  some  good  fish  have  been  killed. 
Fishing  the  minnow  on  "Archer"  spinner,  one 
Morpeth  angler  last  Saturday  killed  five  good  fish. 
The  pools  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Acklington  and 
Felton  hold  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  minnow  being  the 
best  lure. — Hemby  A.  Mubton. 

Wye  (Monmontli). — Fishing  in  the  Wye  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Monmouth  and  the  lower  reaches 
ha.''  been  at  a  standstill  for  a  week  or  two  owing  to 
flood  water.  The  upper  waters,  however,  have 
afforded  some  sport.  One  rod  had  two  salmon 
weighing  181b.  and  21  lb.  respectively,  caught  with 
natural  bait,  and  another  rod  secured  a  221b.  fish 
with  a  gudgeon.  As  usual,  pike  have  been  plentiful. 
The  heaviest  caught  weighed  221b.,  and  was  landed 
near  Monmouth,  while  another  rod  took  six  averag- 
ing 81b.  Trout  fishing  is  slack.  There  is  consider- 
able agitation  among  the  working  classes  to  get  the 
licences  reduced  from  2s.  6d.  to  Is. — J.  G.  J. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torks). — Since  the  last  report  we  have  had  a 
variety  of  weather,  consequently  very  little  angling 
has  been  done  during  the  last  few  days.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Swale  there  has 
been  little  doing  in  the  way  of  angling,  nor  will 
there  be  for  a  few  weeks  to  come  now.  I  fished 
the  Yore  on  Monday  afternoon,  Feb.  19,  and  got 
upwards  of  a  score  of  dace.  The  fish  were  in 
excellent  condition  and  fought  like  little  demons. 
I  think  I  could  have  made  a  record  basket,  but 
heavy  rain  drove  me  home.  The  rain  has  been 
followed  by  snow  and  frost,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  Wensleydale,  Swaledale  and  Nidderdale 
hills  are  capped  with  this  winterly  element.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  for  some  reason  or  other,  sport  has  been 
very  quiet,  no  doubt  from  the  fact  of  snow 
water  running  into  the  rivers.  The  River  Nidd  has 
been  running  at  the  usual  normal  winter  height,  and 
in  the  lower  reaches  at  Ribston,  Walshford  Bridge, 
and  Hunsingore  a  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst 
the  dace,  roach,  chub,  and  grayling.  The  Derwent 
has  been  in  very  fair  trim,  and  in  the  upper  reaches, 
at  Yeddingham,  a  few  anglers  were  out  last 
week-end.  Sport,  on  the  whole,  has  been  only  mode- 
rate. The  best  basket  was  got  by  Mr.  A.  Wright, 
and  weighed  6Jlb.,  including  a  brace  of  nice  roach, 
weighing  1  lb.  12oz.  and  l|lb.  respectively.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  trim  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  at  Harewood,  Collingwood,  Boston  Spa, 
and  Tadcaster.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  not  been 
up  to  expectatibns. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS, 
Beanly  and  Conon. — Owing  to  the  severe  snow- 
storm raging  in  the  district  very  little  sport  has 
been  had  on  either  of  the  above  rivers.  Nobody 
has  yet  fished  for  salmon  on  the  Beauly  owing  to 
the  fact  that  snow  lies  ten  inches  deep  along  its 
banks,  and  the  frosty  nights  keep  the  water  very 
low.  There  are  signs  of  salmon  in  the  pools  and 
sea-trout  in  the  tidal  waters,  an  angler  having  had 
three  after  an  hour's  fishing  on  Feb.  16.  The 
Conon  is  low  from  the  same  cause,  and  although 
fishing  took  place  on  three  days  no  salmon  were 
seen.  Local  anglers  had  some  sea-trout,  but  very 
little  sport  is  expected  until  the  snowstorm  breaks 
up.— A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Iiiddle. — Dr.  Anderson  had 
a  101b.  salmon  in  Mr.  ^IcLellan's  stretch  of  water; 
Mr.  Harry  Foster  landed  a  new  run  fish  of  ISJlb.  on 
the  Graham  Arms  division  of  the  lower  E.sk.  An 
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odd  salmon  or  two  has  been  killed  in  the  Netherby 
water.  Yellow  trout  are  in  anything  but  good  con- 
dition, and  will  scarcely  be  fishable  until  the  middle 
of  March,  when  the  entire  waters  of  the  association 
are  open  for  fly  fishing  only.  Tickets  may  be  had 
from  the  secretary,  Mr.  R.  McGeorge,  Langholm, 
Messrs.  Beaty,  drapers,  Longtown,  and  from  the 
police  stations  at  Canonbie,  Eskdalemuir,  and  New- 
castleton.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
Fisheries  Association  was  held  on  Feb.  21  at  Lang- 
holm, Mr.  W.  E.  Malcolm,  of  Burnfoot,  in  the  chair. 
It  was  decided  to  continue  to  issue  tickets  on  the  same 
conditions  as  before  as  regards  fly  and  bait  fishing, 
but  as  a  part  of  the  Westerkirk  water  above  Lang- 
holm has  been  taken  off,  tickets  to  non-residents 
have  been  reduced  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  to  resi- 
dents ten  per  cent,  from  last  year's  prices.  The 
whole  of  the  waters  of  the  association  open  on 
March  15,  for  fly  fishing  only.  Bait  fishing  com- 
mences on  May  1  in  Esk  and  Liddle,  and  on  June  1 
in  the  tributaries.  Mr.  Reed  had  a  new  run  salmon 
of  over  101b.  in  the  Spierd  water  above  Longtown. 
Spring  quarters  are  in  great  request  at  Langholm 
for  the  yellow  trout  fishing  in  Ewes,  Wauchope, 
Tarras,  and  other  streams,  all  close  to  the  town. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  conditions 
during  the  past  week,  although  an  improvement  on 
that  of  the  previous,  was  somewhat  adverse  for 
both  rod  and  net  fishing  on  the  river  and  coast. 
There  was  scarcely  any  snow,  but  a  severe  frost, 
and  snow  in  the  upper  districts  of  the  river  is  slow 
in  disappearing.  The  water  in  the  river  is  running 
low,  and  a  good  fresh  shower  is  greatly  needed  to 
put  the  river  into  proper  condition,  so  that  anglers 
may  get  a  beginning.  Of  late  there  has  been  little 
appearance  of  fish  ascending  from  the  sea,  and 
since  the  opening  day  of  the  fishing  only  a  small 
number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  have  been  netted. 
Salmon  are  of  fine  size  and  quality,  the  average 
being  8lb.  Sea-trout  are  also  in  good  condition  and 
scale  1  lb.  to  2Jlb.  Along  the  coast  the  sea  mode- 
rated in  the  middle  of  last  week,  and  the  net  fisher- 
men were  able  to  get  the  bag  nets  put  into  the  sea 
at  the  various  stations. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — On  Feb.  12, 
Mr.  R.  T.  Annan  killed  three  salmon,  weighing  201b., 
g^lb.,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Deuchar,  Glasgow,  one,  6Jlb.  On 
Feb.  13,  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Eraser,  Partick,  one,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Deuchar,  one,  \l\\h.  On  Feb.  14,  Mr.  J.  Meem 
Ross,  Glasgow,  three,  241b.,  71b.,  81b.;  Mr.  David 
Reid,  Pollokshields,  one,  91b.  On  Feb.  15,  Mr.  J. 
Meem  Ross,  two,  111b.,  13ib.  ;  Mr.  David  Reid, 
one,  231b.  ;  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  two  of  101b.  each.  On 
Feb.  16,  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  one,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen,  one,  181b. ;  Mr.  David  Reid,  one,  91b. ; 
Mr.  Wm.  J.  Fraser,  one,  lOlb. — S.  Tilston 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  14,  Mr. 
Lythall,  Leamington,  landed  a  salmon  of  191b.  On 
Feb.  15,  Mr.  Lythall,  one,  231b.  ;  Mr.  J.  McLellan, 
Glasgow,  one,  161b. ;  Major  Churchman,  Ipswich, 
one,  151b.  On  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Clegg,  Oldham,  two, 
161b.  and  15lb. ;  Mr.  Lythall,  one,  231b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
McLellan,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Sheffield,  one, 
171b.  On  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Clegg,  two,  171b.  and  161b. ; 
Mr.  Collett,  London,  one,  18lb.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  Kil- 
marnock, one,  151b.  On  Feb.  19,  Mr.  Clegg,  one, 
191b.  On  Feb.  20,  Captain  Paterson,  Glasgow,  one, 
201b. ;  Mr.  Collett,  two,  301b.,  181b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  Abergeldie 
waters  (north  side),  Mr.  Bristowe  had,  on  Feb.  13, 
a  salmon  of  17Jlb.  and  another,  on  Feb.  14,  of 
181b.,  while  several  have  been  got  on  the  Cambus 
O'May,  Dinnet,  Glentana,  and  adjoining  sections. 
On  the  Aboyne  reaches  sixteen  fish  were  landed 
during  the  opening  days,  when  Major  Bethune  had 
three  of  71b.,  91b..  and  lOJlb.,  two  of  6ilb.  and  71b., 
one  on  Feb.  16  of  71b.,  and  one  on  Feb.  17  of  71b. 
Mr.  Lindsay,  two  of  91b.  and  14jlb. ;  Mr.  Smith, 


two  of  8lb.  and  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Parker  Rhodes,  one 
of  151b.  On  the  Dinnet  section,  Mr.  Nix  and  Major 
Scott  had  three  fine  fish  of  81b.,  8 Jib.,  and  101b. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters  grand  sport  is 
being  had  daily.  On  the  Dass  section,  I..ord  Garrioch 
had  nine  fish  last  week,  scaling  from  8  Jib.  to  131b., 
while  Sir  Henry  Meredith,  Bart.,  creeled  two,  one 
of  which  weighed  201b.  But  the  best  fish  of  the 
season  as  yet  wag  got  on  the  section  below — the 
Lodge  water — by  Mr.  J.  R.  C.  Deverell,  scaling 
231b.  Mr.  Deverell  had  also  five  others  of  average 
weight.    On  the  Borrowstono  water,  Colonel  Edis, 

C.  B.,  creeled  four  on  various  days  of  81b.  to  101b.  ; 
while  Mr.  E.  King,  Ballogie,  had  two  of  8lb.  and 
101b.,  one  of  7Jlb.,  three  of  71b.,  8lb.,  and  9Jlb., 
three  of  71b.,  8lb.,  and  101b.,  and  Mr.  Hare,  one  of 
7}lb.  and  one  of  16 Jib.  on  the  same  water.  On  the 
Feughside  Hotel  waters,  Mr.  Moor  and  Mr.  Lucas 
had  four,  scaling  from  71b.  to  UJlb.    On  Sluie,  Mr. 

D.  Davidson,  two  of  81b.  and  101b.  On  Woodend, 
Captain  Dick  and  Mr.  Brooke,  seven  fish.  On 
Cairnton,  Captain  Douglas  Pennant,  seven.  On 
Blackball,  Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Lewis,  seven,  and 
on  Inchmarlo,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing,  fourteen,  on 
Feb.  15,  six  on  Feb.  16,  and  two  on  Fob.  17,  between 
them.  On  the  Crathes  waters,  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson 
creeled  three  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  14lb.  On 
the  Park  and  Drum  waters,  Mr.  H.  F.  de  Paraday 
and  party  had  eighteen  fish  from  61b.  to  161b.,  while 
Colonel  Parry  had  three.  On  the  Kingcausie  water. 
Miss  Fortescue  and  her  keeper,  dividing  the  water 
with  Professor  Cash,  had  thirty-one  fish  for  the  week , 
while  Mr.  Gill  had  two  beauties  on  Saturday  last, 
and  Mr.  Littlejohn,  one  of  81b.,  on  Monday,  on  the 
Blairs  water.  Don. — On  the  Kinaldy  water,  on 
Feb.  16,  the  local  keeper  had  a  fish  of  81b.,  followed 
by  another  of  101b.  Very  little  has  been  done  to 
the  rod,  but  the  nets  have  sent  upwards  of  400  fish 
into  market  from  the  Earl  of  Sussex  and  lower 
sections. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  district  open  their  waters  for  angling  on 
Monday  first.  The  prospects  are  pretty  favourable 
for  spring  salmon  with  the  fly.  The  rivers  are  in 
good  order  this  week.  The  winter  has  been  a 
remarkably  good  one  for  salmon  spawning.  Yellow 
trout  should  be  in  better  order  by  Easter  than  they 
were  last  season,  but  few  anglers  take  yellow  trout 
in  the  Annan  until  March  is  gone. — Heathebbell. 

Tay. — The  river  in  the  early  part  of  the  week 
was  in  fine  order,  but  it  is  now  getting  rather  low 
and  clear,  and  the  cold  frosty  weather  has  kept 
fish  from  moving  forward.  Sport  in  the  Stanley 
district  has  not  been  quite  so  good,  but  in  the 
Dunkeld  district  it  has  improved  considerably. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  principal  takes 
for  week  ending  Feb.  20 : — Findynate  and 
Upper  Gbandtully. — Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs,  fishing 
this  water  on  Feb.  13,  killed  two  salmon  of 
25^1b.  and  211b.,  on  Feb.  15  one  of  161b., 
on  Feb.  17  one  of  231b.,  and  on  Feb.  1^  another  of 
161b.  This  angler  has  been  the  most  successful  on 
the  upper  reaches,  having  caught  forty-three  fish 
averaging  over  171b.  Lower Grandtully. — Major 
Scott  killed  one  fish  of  271b.  on  Feb.  14.  Cloich- 
FOLDiCH. — On  this  water  on  Feb.  19,  Mr.  Duncan 
Macpherson  killed  one  salmon  of  161b.  Edbadynate. 
— Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  got  one  fish  of  251b.  on  Feb. 
16.  Ballechin. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff's  gamekeeper 
caught  one  salmon  of  20lb.  on  Feb.  17.  Upper 
DcjNKELD. — Colonel  W.  P.  Phillpotts,  fishing  this 
stretch  on  Feb.  14,  caught  one  fish,  161b.,  and  on 
Feb.  19,  four,  of  24lb.,  191b.,  17 Jib.,  and  81b.,  and 
on  the  Dalguise  section  one  of  I4lb.  on  Feb.  20. 
Lower  Dunkeld. — Mr.  Geo.  J.  Crane  killed  one 
fish,  161b.,  on  Feb.  14,  and  two  of  18lb.  and  141b. 
on  Feb.  15,  while  Col.  Phillpotts  had  one  of 
181b.  on  Feb.  16,  and  six  of  211b.,  211b.,  201b., 
181b.,  181b.,  and  161b.,  on  Feb.  17,  and  Mr.  T. 
Buchanan  one  of  13Jlb.  on  the  Eastwood  section. 
Stanley. — Mr.  .Alex.  Heyder  caught  one  fish  of 
171b.  on  Feb.  14  and  another  of  251b.  on  Feb.  15. 
Bbnchill. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Feb.  17  Mrs. 
J.  Melrose  killed  one  fish  of  241b.  Battleby. — Mr. 
Coats'  boatmen  got  one  fish  of  151b.  on  the  upper 
beat  on  Feb.  19.  Luncarty. — Fishing  this  stretch  on 
Feb.  14  the  boatman  had  one  fish  of  81b.,  whUe  Miss 
Burt  Marshall  landed  a  fine  fish  of  241b.  on  Feb.  19. 
River  Lyon. — Fishing  the  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  London,  killed  one  fish,  18lb.,  on 
Feb.  16,  one  of  15lb.  on  Feb.  19,  and  another  of 
191b.  on  Feb.  20,whileMr.  Arthur  Whittle,  Leicester, 
had  two  fish  of  241b.  and  24lb.  on  Feb.  19,  and  Mr. 
Wright,  Keston,  Kent,  one  of  231b.  on  Feb.  20. 
The  river  is  still  very  low,  owing  to  the  severe 
frost,  excepting  the  pools  in  the  Glen.  River 
Garry.  —  On  this  river  on  Feb.  19,  an  angler 
secured  a  salmon  of  151b.  River  Tummel. — 
Fishing  the  Fishers'  Hotel  stretch  of  this  river,  Mr. 
Forbes  killed  a  nice  fish  of  181b.  on  15th  and 
another  of  17lb.  on  21st,  while  Mr.  D.  M.  Stuart 
grassed  one  fish  of  91b.  the  same  day.  On  the 
Faskally  stretch  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  captured  one  fish. 
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161b.,  on  the  14th  and  another  of  17§lb.  on  15th, 
while  Mr.  Rawlinson  grassed  one  fish  of  15lb.  on 
19th  and  two  of  l!)lb.  and  161b.  on  20th.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caitliness). — The  severe  wintry  weather 
has  quite  spoiled  sport  for  the  last  ten  days,  and  few 
fish  have  been  got  .since  last  report.  Two  fish  of 
191b.  and  161b.  were  killed  on  No.  8  Beat,  one  fish, 
121b.,  on  No.  1  Beat,  on  0th  ;  Col.  Bulpett,  from 
Braal,  killed  one  fish,  221b.  on  No.  3  Beat  on  16th  ; 
Mr.  Gibb  Thornton,  three  fish,  15ilb.,  12ilb.,  and 
12ib.,  on  No.  0  Beat  on  17th  ;  and  Mr.  R.  O.  Murray 
one  of  71b.  on  No.  3  Beat  on  19th.  Ice  much  hampers 
successful  fishing.  Some  days  the  ice  had  to  be 
broken  before  a  pool  could  be  fished. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baudou  River  (co.  Cork). — The  opening  day  was 
fairly  favourable,  but  since  then  the  weather  has 
been  bad.  At  Enniskoane  Mr.  Oilman  had  a  fine 
fish  of  26ilb.,  and  Mr.  Gamble  one  of  18lb.  At 
Mauch  Mr.  John  McCarthy,  one  of  8^1b.  Below 
Bandon  Mr.  J.  Molony,  one  131b.  On  Allman's 
water  Mr.  C  H.  Stardey  one  171b.  On  Mr.  Frewen's 
water  Mr.  F.  C.  Stenning  two,  9Jlb.,  lOjlb.,  and  on 
Fir  Grove  Water  Mr.  A.  J.  Reid  two,  12ilb.  and 
171b. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  Distriot. — Sport  up  to  this  week 
has  been  of  a  very  poor  description.  On  March  1 
a  batch  of  rivers — all  those  not  open  yet — open  for 
fishing,  including  the  Water  Commissioners'  reser- 
voir at  Stoncyford.— J,  A,  B. 

Blackvrater  (oo.  Cork). — River  high  during 
greater  part  of  week ;  weather  cold  with  lots  of 
snow.  On  MocoUop  water,  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger, 
three,  I51b.,  171b.,  and  31Jlb.  ;  on  Mr.  Donnehy's 
Upper  Kilbarry  water,  Mr.  Fred  Lucas,  four,  101b., 
16Jlb.,  221b.,  and  241b.;  on  Ballynaroon,  Mr.  G. 
H.  Logan,  one,  71b.  ;  on  the  Tail  of  the  Pool, 
Captain  Hawksley,  one,  201b. — William  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Xillarney. — Sport  continues  poor,  but  the  pros- 
pects are  better.  At  Caragh  salmon  are  reported  to 
be  arriving  in  good  numbers,  and  angling  visitors 
have  had  some  nice  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (oo.  Cork). — Weatlior  continues  very 
unfavourable  ;  hills  covered  with  snow,  water  of  a 
good  height,  but  sport  below  the  average,  yet 
good,  taking  everything  into  consideration.  On 
the  Mashonaglasa  water  Mr.  H.  Austen  took 
two  salmon,  171b.  and  191b.  On  Warrenscourt 
Mr.  J.  Kelleher  two,  9lb.  and  11  lb.  At  Carri- 
gadrohid  Mr.  F.  St.  Leger  Carter  two,  91b.  and 
r21b.  On  Rooves  Fishery  Mr.  M.  J.  Daly  two. 
131b.  and  18lb.  On  the  Fargus  water  Lt.-Col. 
Curtis,  four,  101b.,  I21b.,  151b.,  and  a  magnificent 
fish  of  301b.  (the  record  so  far  on  the  river) ;  Mr. 
S.  Haynes,  one,  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  M.  Rielly,  one,  91b. 
At  Inniscarra  (free  water)  Mr.  J.  Caulfield,  one, 
17lb.  At  Castleinch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  two,  8lb.  and 
lOlb.  On  Carbery  water.  Captain  Watson's  fisher- 
man, one,  201b. ;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  one,  121b.  At 
Inniscarra,  Captain  Reiss,  one,  91b.  On  the  Carri- 
grohane  fishery,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass,  five,  51b.,  81b.,  91b., 
9lb.,  and  9lb. ;  and  Captain  Reiss,  four,  81b.,  81b., 
lOJlb.,  and  191b.  And  at  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  J. 
Caulfield,  one,  121b. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane,  eto  (Watexvilie,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Only  two  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report, 
one  of  lO^lb.  by  Ned  Dennehy,  and  one  of  8JIb.  by 
Denis  Currane.  Fly  fishing  will  shortly  commence. 
Salmon  continue  to  arrive  from  the  sea,  but  not  in 
large  numbers.  Brown  trout  fishing  will  commence 
next  month  on  the  mountain  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Longba  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  unsettled,  with  showers  of 
snow,  therefore  no  salmon  angling  has  been  done. 
Some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  were  got  on  the 
Bunree  river,  best  bag  for  one  day,  thirteen,  1 1  Jib. 
A  very  good  supply  of  salmon  in  the  river,  and  all 
that  is  required  for  sport  is  fine  weather.  The 
loughs  are  falling  fast.  Quite  a  big  number  of 
salmon  were  got  at  the  salmon  weirs,  averaging 
121b.  Fine  weather  is  required  for  sport,  as  there 
is  a  big  number  of  salmon  in  the  river  and  loughs. 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).' — During  the  week 
the  weather  has  been  very  cold  with  showers  of 
sleet,  and  sharp  frosts  at  night.  The  river  continues 
in  good  order.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  35lb.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Iiakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar).— 
The  angling  season  will  open  in  that  portion  of  the 
county  situate  in  the  Limerick  district  on  March  1, 
and  if  wind  and  weather  be  suitable  I  shall  be 
immensely  surprised  if  we  do  not  have  good  sport, 
as  fish  showed  up  in  immense  numbers  in  all  the 
spawning  streams,  and  with  few  exceptions  returned 
safely  to  the  lakes.  These  trout,  however,  will  not 
be  in  good  condition  before  April,  and,  indeed, 
very  few  genuine  anglers  try  their  hand  until  then. 
I  am  sure  it  would  gladden  the  heart  of  many  an 
English  tourist  angler  if  they  could  have  accom- 
panied me  in  my  inspection  of  some  of  the  best 


spawning  streams,  when  I  could  have  shown  them 
spawning  trout  by  the  thousand,  and  in  many 
instances  they  could  have  seen  me  tenderly  convey- 
ing splendid  fish  which  were  unable  to  make  head- 
way up  the  shallow  streams  back  again  to  the  lake 
edge,  some  of  these  51b.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  8lb.  weight. 
The  season  opened  in  the  Drogheda  district  portion 
of  the  county  on  Feb.  12,  but  on  account  of  the 
extreme  severity  of  the  weather  no  sport  was 
obtainable  on  the  Boyne  tributaries  so  far  as  I 
could  learn. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bnrnham-on-Crouoh. — We  have  had  but  few 
visiting  anglers  down  during  the  past  two  weeks, 
and  tho.se  who  did  come  were  very  vmfortunate  in 
regard  to  sport  and  weather.  It  was  either  blowing 
a  gale  of  wind  or  raining,  and  sometimes  both  ; 
when  they  could  get  afloat  the  tide  was  then  at  its 
worst  and  the  consequence  was  no  fish.  On  Feb.  19 
Mr.  G.  Mitchell  had  a  most  successful  day's  sport, 
his  catch,  which  was  weighed  by  Mr.  W.  Harvey, 
consisted  of  301b.  weight  of  codling,  with  two 
pouting.  As  usual  he  came  down  and  hit  the  tide 
at  the  right  time,  taking  his  boat  to  his  favourite 
spot  in  the  Ness  Hole,  fished  with  the  above  result. 
— J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  pier  sport  is  anything 
but  brisk,  yet  a  material  improvement  has  taken 
place  since  my  last  week's  report.  Despite  the 
strong  winds  which  have  prevailed  at  frequently 
recurring  intervals  the  general  state  of  the  water 
has  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  but  the  almost  entire 
absence  of  sprats  has  not  proved  conducive  to  good 
numerical  angling  results.  Mr.  Stock  obtained  a 
few  codling  on  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  16,  and  on 
Feb.  17  Messrs.  Band,  Turner,  Dicks,  Tress,  and 
Harvey  were  kept  busy  by  large  numbers  of  pout- 
ing ;  and  Captain  Dicks  also  secured  one  very  large 
dab.  No  one  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  following 
day,  probably  on  account  of  the  extreme  inclemency 
of  the  weather  ;  but  on  Feb.  19,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purkiss,  and  the  gentlemen  above- 
named  took  advantage  of  the  fine  weather  and 
fished  for  several  hours,  but  general  results  were 
far  from  satisfactory.  Mr.  Band  made  a  nice 
mixed  bag  on  Feb.  20.  Mr.  Stock  had  seven 
codling  of  various  sizes,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pur- 
kiss a  number  of  pouting  and  one  codling.  Mr. 
Branscombe,  Capt.  Dicks,  and  Mr.  G.  Hannan 
essayed  a  little  night  fishing,  and  experienced  fair 
sport  at  high-water  time,  the  four  codlings  which 
were  killed  by  Capt.  Dicks  being  the  best  specimens 
lately  taken  here.  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Dyer  joined 
forces  with  some  eight  other  pier  patrons  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  21,  when  a  few  codling  were 
caught  during  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  Mr.  Stock 
taking  premier  honours,  and  hia  youthful  son  being 
highly  delighted  with  a  plaice  which  he  caught 
upon  a  hand-line.  The  afternoon's  yield  was  very 
indifferent,  but  included  a  large  dab  which  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  Clapp. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  spring  weather  that  we  have 
been  having  has  made  the  fishermen  busy,  not  only 
as  regards  the  salt  water  fishing,  but  they  are 
getting  their  gear  ready  for  the  rivers,  which  open 
on  March  2.  I  have  heard  of  some  good  catches  of 
mullet  on  the  various  piers,  especially  in  Catte 
Water,  one  rod  taking  four  dozen  nice  fish.  They 
have  also  been  taking  large  quantities  of  these  fish 
at  the  Promenade  Pier.  But  I  am  afraid  sport 
with  the  rod  will  be  off  for  some  time  as  someone 
shot  a  net  and  captured  some  two  thousand.  This 
will,  I  am  afraid,  scare  the  fish.  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  the  drift  boats  to  the  westward  have  had  a 
good  catch  of  mackerel.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
commencement  of  the  season,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
this  year  will  be  better  than  last.  —  William 
He.irder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Last  week-end  did  not  turn  out  so 
fine  as  anticipated,  consequently  there  was  little  or 
nothing  caught.  There  has  been  a  great  improve- 
ment the  last  three  days,  and  anglers  have  been 
busy  in  the  harbour  after  the  bass,  of  which  there 
seem  to  be  a  good  number  about.  I  also  hear  that 
some  silver  whiting  have  been  taken  from  the  pier- 
end.  A  large  number  of  dog-fish  are  reported  out 
in  the  bay. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


LYOHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Although  the  unpleasant  weather  adversely 
affected  the  attendance  at  the  Twelfth  Annual 
Dinner  of  this  society,  held  at  the  Horse  Shoe 
on  Saturday  last,  there  was  no  lack  of  enthusiasm 
among  the  company  present,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  The  chair  was  occupied  by 
"  Dragnet "  for  the  eleventh  time  in  succession. 
He  had  as  via  a-via  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  while 
he  was  well  supported  by  Messrs.  Wilkes,  C.  Carter, 
L.  A.  Swalthy,  J.  Griffiths,  and  many  officers  of 


the  society.  The  repast  was  ably  served  under 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fairey's  superintendence,  and  was  highly 
appreciated. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  the  "  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society,"  the  chairman  reviewed  its  his- 
tory from  its  birth  in  1893,  and  said  that  he  was 
present  at  the  first  dinner,  and  was  glad  to  see 
among  them  that  night  Mr.  "Joe"  Griffiths,  the 
original  secretary  of  the  society.  The  hon.  secre- 
tary (Mr.  W.  Povey)  briefly  responded,  and  said 
he  should  like  to  see  a  large  muster  at  the  next 
outing  on  March  3,  at  Rye  House  (Fish  and  Eels 
Inn). 

The  musical  portion  of  the  programme  com- 
menced with  the  overture  "  Martha,"  spiritedly 
played  by  Mr.  Arthur  Baylis.  Mr.  W.  Dring's 
"  O,  Promise  Me"  and  "The  Veteran's  Song" 
were  splendidly  sung,  and  Mr.  Syd.  Barnard's  songs, 
"The  Waiter"  and  "The  Curate,"  with  the  accom- 
panying patter,  were  very  humorous.  Mr.  John 
Probert's  magnificent  voice  was  heard  to  great 
advantage  in  "I'll  Sing' Thee  Songs  of  Araby  "  and 
"Nelson,"  and  his  services  were  highly  appreciated 
by  his  brother  Lychnos.  The  ever-popular  Charlie 
Bayman  tickled  the  risible  faculties  of  the  compan}' 
with  "  Fishing,"  and  scored  again  in  "  I  Looked  Out 
of  the  Window."  Mr.  Will  Desmond's  descriptive 
songs,  "  Life,  Love,  and  Death  "  and  "A  Parson  and 
a  Man,"  were  of  a  high  order,  and  he  received  quite 
an  ovation  for  their  effective  rendering,  and  had  to 
appear  again.  "  Oh,  Oh  !  Hear  the  Wild  Winds 
Blow"  and  "The  Slave's  Dream"  were  done  full 
justice  to  by  Mr.  I  Dickens,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Sievwright 
scored  decisively  with  "The  Bandolero  "  and  "Ho  ! 
Jolly  Jenkin."  The  indispensable  Irish  comedian 
next  appeared^in  the  person  of  Mr.  Joe  Ryan,  and 
he  was  in  fine  form  with  "My  Customers"  and 
"  Poor  Old  Man."  The  voices  of  Mrs.  Annie  Povey 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Baylis  blended  excellently  in 
"Excelsior,"  and  Mr.  Butt  Norton  proved  himself 
a  comedian  of  the  "  first  water."  His  songs  were 
"  Logic  "  and  "  I  Would."  "  Where  did  they  secure 
their  artistes  ?  "  was  a  familiar  inquiry,  and  without 
doubt  they  would  be  hard  to  beat. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell  (President  L.A.S.),  in  a  eulogis- 
tic speech,  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman,  and 
Mr.  J.  Griffiths  recalled  the  early  difficulties  of 
these  printer -fishermen,  and  stated  that  the 
helping  hand  of  Mr.  Howard  had  steered  the  ship 
into  more  placid  waters.  The  chairman  having 
replied,  a  long  list  of  donations  to  the  prize-fund 
was  announced.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  wound  up  a 
very  pleasant  evening.  The  stewards,  to  whom 
every  credit  was  due  for  the  capital  arrangements 
made,  were  Messrs.  Cannell,  Love,  Ransom,  Skinner 
and  Duggin.  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  occupied  the  business  chair  at 
last  Wednesday's  meeting.  Reports  from  stations 
were  very  scanty,  as  though  the  sea  angling  season 
had  indeed  reached  its  lowest  ebb.  A  cod  of  491b. 
was  reported  to  have  been  taken  at  Scarborough, 
and  codling  were  still  being  caught  off  the  Essex, 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk  coasts.  Sprats  were  stUl  being 
taken  at  Deal,  but  scarcely  any  anglers'  fish  remained 
there. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Ashby  exhibited  a  very  nicely -arranged 
case,  containing  the  jaws  of  a  large  skate  taken  by 
him  in  August  last  off  Lamorna  Cove,  near  the 
Land's  End.  The  fish  was  of  very  unusual  size  for 
that  part  of  the  coast,  weighing  851b.  and  measur- 
ing 6ft.  by  5ft.  A  photograph  of  it  hung  beside  the 
fisherman  was  attached,  also  the  hook,  the  treble 
gut,  and  wire  trace,  and  a  piece  of  the  Bates'  light 
line,  used,  of  course,  with  a  rod.  Mr  Ashby,  after 
hooking  the  fish,  was  half  an  hour  in  persuad- 
ing him  to  leave  the  bottom,  and  played  him 
for  another  quarter  of  an  hour  before  gaffing, 
the  fish  having  sounded  no  less  than  six  times. 
Mr.  Ashby  is  a  new  member,  and  the  excellence  of 
his  catch  was  well  appreciated. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  under 
the  chairmanship  .of  Mr.  W.  O.  Goldsmith  in  wit- 
nessing Mr.  Edgar  Hyde's  practical  demonsDration 
of  the  best  modes  of  repairing  sea-damaged  tackle  at 
sea.  A  rod  was  broken,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
so  effectively  spliced  that  a  second  break  was  in  a 
new  place  when  it  broke  short  off.  A  splice  was 
rapidly  cut  with  a  knife,  the  rod  again  jointed,  and 
severely  tried  without  again  breaking.  The  replac- 
ing of  the  cork  on  the  butt,  shifting  of  line  to  meet 
a  broken  top,  and  other  useful  repairs  were  deftly 
shown,  and  after  some  discussion  Mr.  Hyde  received 
the  thanks  of  the  meeting,  as  did  also  the  chairman. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  hour  of  7.30  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  members  in  Fetter-lane  next 
Wednesday,  and  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
on  his  rambles  and  reminiscences  on  March  7  at 
8  p.m.  H.  P. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming  and  trading:  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogfden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 

28,  IRTinolxcoiiAlje  Sti^eet, 


Durham  Rangzr 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY 
DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Gritse,  and  Trout  Rotis. 


Jock  Scott 


The  best  and   most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  Icnown  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "  Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  rjY^.  in    Cheltenliani.  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 


TO 


FISH  HOOK  MANUFAGTURERS 
AND  DEALERS. 


It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  Fish 
Hooks  are  being  sold  in  imitation  of  our  Patent 
''Perfect  Model  Fish  Hook." 

NOW  WE  HEREBY  GIVE  NOTICE  that  it  is 
,  our  intention  to  take  proceedings  forthwith 
against  persons  or  prms  infringing  our  patent 
rights  in  respect  of  the  above-mentioned  "Perfect 
Model  Fish  Hook." 

Dated  this  6th  day  of  February,  1906. 

(Signed) 

S,  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Limited. 

S.  ALLCOCK,  Director. 

Siandara  Works, 

REODITGH^ 


HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

Two-yeap-old  Trout  in  large  or  small  quantities,  good  growing  stock,  prices 
according  to  size.         HODS  TO  LET. 

Apply  MANAGER,  Hunserford. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA 


Northumberlaad  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  -   =  = 

LONDON. 


First-class.  Kenowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
Ijaths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day 

GORDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 
Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London. " 


(WM  k e e p jy 0 u  we 


TKeyV  TOUCH  TKeV  LIVER 

arterls^'PiLL: 

oose:  one.  two,  or  THREE.' 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 


For  HEADACHE, 
For  BILIOUSNESS, 
For  INDIGESTION, 
For  TORPID  LIVER, 
For  CONSTIPATION, 
For  the  COMPLEXION. 


Price  13.^cI. 


Purely 
Vegetable. 


Genuine  must  have  signature 


Write  for  our  Booklr'.  "  Character  Reading  by  Handwriting'."  free.  46  Hoiborn  \  iTdiict.  Londu 
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Jlssoctafiotts,  cic. 

Blenheim  Anoling  Society. 

Mr.  Barnes  presided  at  a  committee  meeting  on 
Feb.  13.  when  several  important  matters  of  business 
were  di'sposed  of.  At  an  ordinary  meeting  on 
Feb.  14,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair,  but 
the  agenda  was  a  very  short  one.  It  was  announced 
that  Mr.  Cracknell  had  taken  the  first  prize  in  the 
club  match  at  Harefield  on  Feb.  11,  but  as  four  or 
five  prizes  remained  it  was  decided  to  continue  the 
competition  on  Fob.  18  and  25,  if  necessary.  A  few 
other  matters  were  discussed.  The  river  at  Hare- 
field  has  been  very  thick  and  high  during  the  last 
two  weeks,  and  climatic  conditions  most  unfavour- 
able, consequently,  although  several  members 
braved  the  elements,  fishing  results  are  practically 
nil.  On  Feb.  1 1  Mr.  H.  Adams  had  a  jack  at  Hare- 
field,  31b.  7oz.  ;  and  a  visitor  one  of  41b. ;  and  on 
Feb.  18,  Mr.  Rodbur  had  roach,  and  secured  the 
second  prize  in  the  above  competition.  I  wish  to 
remind  members  of  the  "sides"  match  at  Marlow 
on  March  4,  and  hope  they  will  use  their  best 
endeavours  to  take  part  in  it,  as  it  is  the  last  outing 
this  season. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

At  the  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday 
last,  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  presided.  Fishing  reports  were 
not  particularly  favourable — the  result,  no  doubt, 
of  recent  bad  weather.  However,  at  the  society's 
Wraysbury  water,  a  considerable  number  of  decent 
roach  had  been  taken  by  Messrs.  ScuUey,  Beamont, 
and  others,  Messrs.  Green  and  Gilbert  not  being 
quite  so  fortunate.  The  proposal  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  to  virtually  transform  the  Lea  below 
Hoddesdon  into  a  mere  channel  or  ditch  for  sewage 
effluent,  was  again  discussed,  and  met  with  universal 
disapproval ;  on  the  other  hand,  great  satisfaction 
was  expressed  at  the  tenor  of  a  letter  from 
the  president  of  the  society — Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay, 
M.P. — in  which  was  stated  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
scheme  being  put  before  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
would  strongly  oppose  it.  Various  extracts  from 
the  Press  were  read  relating  to  the  subject,  the 
result  being  that  the  hon.  sec.  was  requested  to 
take  such  further  steps  in  the  matter  as  might  be 
desirable.  A  useful  addition  was  made  to  the 
library,  for  which  the  hon.  sec.  was  duly  thanked. 
The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of 


thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  Tuesday  next  (27th) 
is  the  date  fixed  for  the  third  pike  and  perch  com- 
petition, when  a  medal  is  offered  for  the  best  single 
pike,  and  a  similar  prize  for  the  best  three  perch. 
L^sual  C.L.P.S.  conditions. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  ably  presided  at  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  new  rules 
are  nbw  being  printed,  and  each  member  will 
receive  a  copy  in  a  few  days.  The  society  will 
cordially  welcome  members  of  angling  clubs  and 
their  friends  to  hear  Mr.  Martin's  ("Trent  Otter") 
paper  on  Tuesday  next  at  8  p.m.  Fishing  reports 
were  ratherscarce,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that 
this  is  not  due  to  any  want  of  interest,  as  several  mem- 
bers had  been  out  but  failed  to  score  many  successes. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  had  some  nice  pike  from  private 
water,  liis  largest  scaling  over  101b.  Mr.  F.  H.  Gray 
visited  M.  Gairdner's  water  in  Suffolk  but  met  with 
indifferent  success.  Kelvedon  should  now  be 
visited  by  the  angler  in  search  of  heavy  roach,  and 
as  the  water  is  now  in  good  condition  some  good 
specimens  ought  to  be  their  reward.  The  close 
season  for  pike  and  perch  on  this  fishery  commences 
on  March  1. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Anolino  Society. 

The  meeting  on  Feb.  21  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd.  The  unlucky  five  who  visited  the 
Barford  Fishery  last  week-end  received  the  sym- 
pathy of  their  more  fortunate  club  mates.  The 
water  was  in  fair  condition  on  Thursday,  Feb.  15, 
but  the  heavy  rains  caused  the  river  to  assume 
such  proportions  later  that  fishing  was  out  of  the 
question.  Mr.  R.  G.  Robinson's  record  dace  has 
been  the  centre  of  attraction  in  the  angling  world 
this  week,  a  large  number  of  anglers  having  visited 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel  to  see  this  wonderful  fish. 
A  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  rules 
of  the  club  championship.  The  usual  ten  o'clock 
toast  was  given  and  received  in  the  usual  hearty 
Highbury  fashion,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  vice- 
president  closed  a  pleasant  evening. — G.  R. 
Openshaw  Angling  Society. 

This  society  held  their  first  annual  smoking 
concert  recently,  Mr.  G.  E.  Yatis  in  the  chair.  In 
addition  to  a  selection  on  the  gramaphone  by  Messrs. 
W.  Forrest  and  E.  J.  Drummond,  Messrs.  J.  Robby, 
A.  Barton,  R.  Hunt,  C.  Smith,  E.  Lees,  and  W. 


Warrington  rendered  excellent  service  during  the 
evening.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  to  the 
chairman,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
 a.  hobbury. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Knowles  Foreman  was  chairman  of  Mon- 
day's meeting,  and  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a 
very  successful  day's  fi.?hing  he  had  rfcently  on 
the  Avon,  which  was  reported  at  the  time  by  his 
companion  in  adventure,  Mr.  Ward.  The  honorary 
secretary  had  been  to  Uxbridge,  but  the  weather 
was  too  bad  for  words.  He  had  one  bite  and  one 
fish  the  whole  day.  Three  other  anglers  journeyed 
to  the  Itchen  at  the  week-end  and  had  an  exceedingly 
wet  and  rough  time  of  it.  The  river  was  running  ex- 
tremely faist,  was  high  and  semi-opaque.  Rain  fell 
for  three  days  almost  without  cessation.  Fly  was 
up  in  fair  numbers,  but  the  grayling  would 
not  rise,  the  heavy  water  being  rather  against 
them.  It  was  not  surprising  that  on  the  day 
all  three  gentlemen — Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown, 
A.  C.  Poole,  and  H.  A.  Rolt — fished  thej  caught 
one  grayling  only  apiece.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had 
been  to  Newbury  after  one  of  the  big  Kennet  pike. 
One  large  fish  annexed  his  bait  and  took  out  thirty 
yards  of  line,  but  on  striking,  after  the  u.sual  pause, 
there  was  no  resistance,  the  pike  having  refused  to 
pouch  the  live-bait.  There  is  more  than  one  very 
big  pike  in  the  society's  water,  and  between  now 
and  March  14  next  it  is  quite  within  the  realms  of 
possibility  that  fortune  may  favour  the  angler  with 
a  fish  worth  having  if  the  stretch  in  the  "Three 
Fields  "  remains  fishable. — Hon.  Sec. 


Fob  long-distance  swimming  the  shark  may  be 
said  to  hold  the  record,  as  he  can  outstrip  the 
swiftest  ships  apparently  without  effort,  swimming 
and  playing  around  them,  and  ever  on  the  look-out 
for  prey.  Any  human  being  falling  overboard  in 
shark-frequented  waters  has  very  little  chance 
of  escape,  so  rapid  is  the  action  of  the  shark, 
the  monster  of  the  deep.  The  dolphin,  another 
fast-swimming  fish — a  near  relative  of  the 
whale — is  credited  with  a  speed  of  considerably 
over  twenty  miles  an  hour.  For  short  distances 
the  salmon  can  outstrip  every  other  fish,  accom- 
plishing its  twenty -five  miles  an  hour  with  ease. 
The  Spanish  mackerel  is  one  of  the  fastest  of  food 
fish,  and  cuts  the  water  like  a  yacht. 


THEATRES. 

HAYMAEKET.  —  Every  Evening  at 
8.30.  THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGS- 
BURY. A  Comedy  in  Four  Acts,  from  the 
French  of  Georges  Berr.  By  Cosmo  Gordon 
Lennox.  Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Cosmo 
Gordon  Lennox,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Miss  Fanny 

Brough,  and  Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

WALDORF  THEATRE.— Lessees,  the 
Messrs.  Shubert.  Every  Evening  at  8.30. 
SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQIIER,  in  which  5Ir. 
Cyril  Maude,  Miss  Wiuifred  Emery,  Mr.  Paul 
Arthur,  Mrs.  Calvert,  Mr.  Sydney  Brough,  and 
Miss  Beatrice  Ferrar  will  appear. 
Matinees  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  2.30. 
Box  Ottice  10  to  10.    Tel.,  3830  Genard. 

QT.  JAMES'S.  —  GEORGE  ALEX- 
ANDER,  Every  Evening  at  8  sharp,  in  a 
new  Comedy,  HIS  HOUSE  IN  ORDER.  By 
A.  W.  Pioero.    Mr.  George  Alexander,  Miss 
Irene  Vanbrugh   (by  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Charles  Frohman). 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2. 
Box  Office  10  to  10.   Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


APOLLO.— MR.  POPPLE  (of  Ipple- 
A  ton).  Henry  Lowenfeld,  sole  Proprietor. 
Tom  B.  Davis,  sole  Lessee  and  Manager.  Every 
Evening  at  8.0.  Matinee  every  Saturday,  2.15. 
MR.  POPPLE  (of  Ippleton).  A  Comedy  with 
Music,  written  and  composed  by  Paul  Rubens. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley.    Miss  Ethel  Irving. 


NEW    THEATRE.  —  Proprietor,  Sir 
Charles  Wyndham.    TTnder  the  Manage- 
ment of  Julia  Neilson  and  Fred  Terry.  Every 
Evening  at  8.15.   THE  SCARLET  PIMPERN  EL. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 
Box-Offlce  open  10  to  10. 

Telephone,  2473  Gerrard. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Roach 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


1«.  6d. 
28.  0(2. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


4s.  6d. 

The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

MDKDXirC  WHOLLiALE  AND  RETAIL 

,  DAKriLOi  riSKINO  TACKLE  MAKER 

St.  Switbins  Square,  LINCOLN. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Recominended  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


FOR  SALE, 

Some  Piest-class  Gbeenheaet 

SALMON  RODS  &  REELS 

by  Bowness  and  Slater,  in  consequence 
of  owner  giving  up  angling. — Apply  to 
Wm.  Young,  Brockley  Park,  Stradbully, 
Queen's  Co.,  Ireland. 


Ang'lers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  FiahlnK  in  tbe  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset, 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advta.,  2(  words  for  la.,  prepaid. 

4ddpeii:  "Obiepver"  Offlee.  Bouraemoutb 


Blagdon  Lake,  Bristol. 

THE  RULES  &  REGULATIONS  FOR  FISHINC,  SEASON  1906, 


may  be  obtained  from  the 
Works  Company,  Bristol. 


General    Manager,    Bristol  Water 


CHARGE  PER  ROD  PER  DAY. 
£1  for  Fishing  from  a  Boat;  10s,  from  the  Bank. 

The  Blagdon  Lake  is  one  hour  by  rail  from  Bristol. 

The  Boats  are  already  engaged  until  the  end  of  June. 

Permits  for  Bank-Fishing  may,  at  present,  be  had  for 
any  day  after  28th  April.   


<john^so:n^, 

GUT  MERCHANT, 


Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 
fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15 in.,  3/- ;  18  ia,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 
18 in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  ftUAIITY,  1  yard,  1/4  ; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6 ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 

BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


THE 

Indian  Sporring  times* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClEOULATBS  THEOUQHOUT  INDIA,  CBTLON, 
BORMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  lUastrated  Sporting^  Paper  in  the  East, 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &a. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  bd. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  TIMES  OF  INDIA  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  WhJtefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


MISS  ELEANOR  ELLIS, 

Artificial  Fly-Tyer, 
6,  DANBY  TERRACE,  EXMOUTH,  DEVON. 

TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  dozen;  on  eyed 
hooks,  1/9;  double  winged  floaters,  2/6 
per  dozen.  Anglers'  ovra  patterns  accurately 
copied. 

TROUT  AND  BASS  FLIES  for  American 
and  Canadian  Waters  on  gut,  sneck,  or 
Sproat's  bend  hooks  ;  larger  sizes  reinforced. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lanoewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Eod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


Sample  per  poft 
3  ibuniM,  ' 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  FUtieriea' 
Bxtiibition,  1883. 
Qold  Medal,  Capetown,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakera,  Stores,  te. 
Sd.|  Bd.,  !/•,  1/6  m  BOX. 
7BOUT.  as.  Beak  St..  I«ndon,  W. 
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PROPOSED  FISHING  LEGISLATION  IN 
THE  SOLWAY  FIRTH. 


On  Feb.  15  the  Fishery  Board  held  a  conference  at 
Aanan,  in  the  Town  Hall,  when  repreaentativea 
from  the  different  districts  of  fisheries  on  both  the 
English  and  Scottish  sides  of  the  estuary  attended, 
as  well  as  riparian  representatives  for  the  rivers, 
who  had  also  been  invited.  Mr.  W.  E.  Archer, 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Fishery  Board,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Galderwood,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for 
Scotland,  and  Mr.  Jones,  legal  adviser,  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  Fishery  Board.  At  the  outset  of  the 
proceedings  Mr.  Archer  explained  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Government  that  some  solution  of  the 
much  vexed  question  of  the  Solway  fisheries  should 
be  found,  and  that  if  possible  some  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  whemmle  or  drift-net 
fishermen. 

A  memorandum  had  been  drawn  up  suggesting 
a  means  by  which  some  approach  to  an  agreement 
might  be  come  to  between  the  parties. 

With  regard  to  the  very  condicting  views  respect- 
ing salmon  netting  in  the  estuary,  these  suggestions 
would  be  found  practically  to  contain  the  following 
proposals  : — (1)  To  provide  a  means  for  the  removal 
of  the  fixed  nets  in  a  part  of  the  Solway  on  the 
Scottish  side  of  the  Firch ;  (2)  to  permit  a  limited 
numberof  whemmle  nets  to  be  used  under  certain  con- 
ditions unless  some  other  arrangement  (such  as  has 
been  suggested  at  previous  conferences)  can  be 
agreed  upon  which  would  meet  the  present  objec- 
tions to  the  drift-net  fishermen;  and  (3)  to  reintro- 
duce a  certain  number  of  fixed  nets  on  the  English 
Bide  of  the  estuary  west  of  a  point  to  be  agreed 
upon. 

The  points  for  consideration  in  framing  a  satis- 
factory scheme  for  dealing  with  the  Solway  Fishery 
question  were  so  very  numerous  that  it  would  seem 
desirable  thai  the  Bill  should  only  decide  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  questions  were  to  be  settled,  and 
that  it  should  leave  the  details  to  be  dealt  with  by 
a  provisional  order  to  be  framed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  either  alone  or  in  con- 
junction with  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ;  but  in  any 
event  it  should  be  subject  to  confirmation  by 
Parliament. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  this  procedure  was  that 
the  scheme  could  from  time  to  time  be  modified 
without  the  ujual  parliamentary  difficulties,  and  at 
a  small  expense.  The  summary  of  the  memoranda 
was  a-i  follows  : — 

1.  The  area  to  be  dealt  with. 

2.  The  body  to  regulate  the  fisheries. 

3.  The  regulation  that  is  to  govern  the  district. 

4.  The  funds  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  con- 
servators. 

5.  The  purchase  of  fixed  engines  (stake-nets). 

6.  Whemmelliag  (or  drift-netting). 

Mr.  Jones  explained  that  when  the  provisional 
order  was  drafted  it  would  come  down  for  deposit, 
when  objections  might  be  raised  by  any  persons 
having  an  interest  in  the  matter. 

Major  Oswald  thought  that  the  Scottish  interests 
should  be  represented  on  the  proposed  Board  of 
Conservators  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the 
English,  because  the  Scottish  fishing  interests  were 
BO  much  in  excess  of  the  English  interests. 

Mr.  \V.  J.  Maxwell,  who  appeared  for  Lord  Her- 
ries,  said  that  the  valuation  of  the  Scottish  fishings 
was  three  times  as  large  as  the  English. 

Mr.  Archer:  Is  not  that  one  of  the  subjects  of 
complaint  ?  I  think,  however,  it  is  rather  the 
interests  of  the  different  fisheries  that  are  to  be 
taken  into  account.  Mr.  Maxwell  said  that  is  so  to 
a  great  extent. 

tint  there  will  always  be  a  certain  difference 
of  view  on  the  Scottish  side,  there  are  always 
different  circumstances. 

Mr.  Kobinson  (Carlisle)  said  with  regard  to  the 
valuations  of  the.  English  fisheries  you  must  re- 
member that  the  English  fisheries  are  free.  If  we 
were  not  well  represented  on  this  proposed  Board, 
all  kinds  of  fishing  might  be  legalised  which  we 
do  not  approve  of. 

Mr.  Archer,  in  reply,  said  unequal  representation 
would  probably  involve  unequal  contributions  to 
the  Central  Board. 

Mr.  Robinson  remarked  that  the  Eden  Conser- 
vators could  not  afford  to  give  anything  to  the  new 
Board.    Thby  were  badly  enough  off  as  they  were. 

Mr.  Archer  :  The  Board  w'>uld  relieve  you  of  a 
certain  amount  of  expense. 

Mr.  O.  Bryson  (a  Solway  fisherman)  thought  that 
netting  should  have  the  predominant  representa- 
tion. The  larger  the  board  the  better  chance  of 
the  working  tis'^iermen  being  properly  represented. 

Somo  discui  iori  followed  with  regard  to  the 
method  of  fixing  the  river  repre-ientation,  and 
dividing  the  upper  from  the  lower  sections. 

Mr.  Arclier  said  that  the  Fishery  Board  thought 


the  best  way  of  getting  over  the  difficulties  of 
levying  funds  would  be  to  make  a  contribution  of 
fixed  proportions,  so  that  there  would  then  be  no 
question  of  taking  away  the  present  revenue 
derived  from  the  fixed  nets,  or  from  any  other 
source,  to  any  particular  board. 

Referring  to  the  purchase  of  fixed  engines  (stake- 
nets),  Mr.  Archer  said  that  under  the  English  Act 
of  1865  fixed  engines  might  be  purchased  by  agree- 
ment for  purpose  of  removal,  and  under  the  Act  of 
1873  an  unwilling  proprietor  could  be  compelled 
to  sell. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Maxwell  asked,  in  the  event  of  the 
Board  of  Conservancy  resolving  to  purchase  fixed 
engines,  what  scheme  of  apportionment  would  be 
likely  to  be  adopted.  In  the  Nith  district  they 
did  not  think  that  the  purchase  of  the  stake-nets 
near  Annan  would  benefit  them  at  all. 

Mr.  Mawson  (who  represented  fishermen  at  Port 
Carlisle)  said  if  the  fixed  engines  at  Annan  were 
done  away  with  they  would  confer  a  great  benefit 
on  everybody  concerned. 

Mr.  Jones  :  The  value  of  these  fishings  (stake- 
nets)  had  gone  up  very  considerably,  and  they 
would  require  a  very  much  larger  sum  than  was 
ever  suggested  by  the  Commission.  They  thought 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  get  the  sum  to 
purchase  outright. 

Mr.  Claud  Lowther  said  that  the  nets  were  taken 
suddenly  away  on  the  English  side,  and  the  English 
fishermen  had  the  pleasant  spectacle  of  seeing  the 
Scotch  nets  remain.  That  was  the  cause  of  this 
long  feud  between  the  English  and  the  Scotsmen. 

Mr.  Calderwood,  in  replying  to  Mr.  Lowther's 
statement,  said  the  Royal  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed in  1877  to  investigate  the  claims  of  several 
individuals  who  claimed  to  have  a  right  of  fishings  by 
means  of  fixed  nets  on  the  Scotch  side.  C'jrtificates 
were  then  given  to  such  individuals  who  proved  their 
case  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commission.  Each 
fixed  engine  which  was  now  fished  was  held  legally 
by  means  of  certidcate  from  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Archer :  On  the  English  side  they  were  unable 
to  prove  their  title. 

Mr.  Calderwood  :  This  grant  of  certificates  to  the 
Scotch  nets  is  only  in  keeping  with  the  general  policy 
followed  all  round  the  coast  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Lowther  :  Then  why  were  the  poke-nets  re- 
moved from  the  English  side  ?^ 

Mr.  Archer :  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  Mawsen :  Neither  can  I,  except  it  be  that  the 
Scotsmen  looked  after  their  interests  better. 

Mr.  Lowther  said  the  Scotsmen  only  proved  their 
title  by  some  obsolete  Act. 

Mr.  Archer :  A  Special  Royal  Commission  was 
appointed  by  Parliament,  and  1  cannot  very  well 
enter  into  the  question  here  whether  their  decision 
was  right  or  wrong.  A  discussion  then  followed  on 
drift-netting  in  the  Solway. 

Mr.  Bryson  said  the  fishermen  wanted  the 
whemmle  nets  reinstated,  not  legalised.  The  Fish- 
ery Board  granted  licences  for,  he  thought,  over 
thirty  years  for  fishermen  to  fish  for  salmon  and 
grilse.  A  decision  was  come  to  in  the  Tay,  and 
the  Eden  Fishery  Board  had  refused  the  licence  on 
the  plea  that  they  thought  the  whemmle  net  illegal 
like  the  Tay.  But  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Sir  Robert 
Reid)  says  that  whemmelling  is  legal,  and  the  Sheriff 
in  the  Arbigland  case  decided  that  it  was  legal  also, 
and  eighteen  boats  fished  there  last  season. 

The  Annan  fishermen  do  not  want  any  restric- 
tions in  numbers  to  use  drift-nets  unless  it  be  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five.  They  are  quite  agreeable  to 
the  area  as  defined  in  the  report  of  the  Commission 
of  1896.  In  his,  opinion  the  stake-nets  had  bene- 
fited by  the  whemmle  nets  being  done  away  with. 

Mr.  Lowther,  in  reply,  said  if  whemmelling  is 
legalised  on  the  Scotch  side  you  are  simply  aggrava- 
ting the  grievance  which  it  was  intended  to  remedy, 
whereas  you  are  giving  nothing  whatever  to  the 
working  English  fishermen.  When  I  conferred  with 
Sir  Robert  Reid  I  told  him  I  did  not  object  to  the 
Scotch  fishermen  being  allowed  to  whemmle  pro- 
vided only  the  English  fishermen  are  given  some- 
thing in  return. 

This  memorandum  that  had  been  placed  before 
them  was  sent  out  when  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment were  in  office,  and  now  that  the  Liberal 
Government  is  going  to  economise  so  much,  surely 
it  will  make  a  larger  grant  from  the  Treasury. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Bryson :  That  is  the  one  hope  of  the  working 
fisherman.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Maxwell  thought  that  if  they  legalised 
whemmelling  they  were  legalising  a  wholesale 
method  of  killing  salmon  and  grilse. . 

Mr.  Archer :  Our  object  is  to  arrive  at  some 
agreement,  and  I  am  afraid  that  if  wo  proceed  like 
this  there  will  bo  little  chance. 

Mr.  Bryson  thought  it  was  a  question  of  Free 
Traxle  versMs  Protection.    (Loud  laughter.) 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  conference  was 
brought  to  a  close.  Ueatusbbell. 


Wotc5  from  li)e  ^oxlJ). 


Fish  are  being  creeled  on  the  Dee  from  the  King 
causie  Water  near  the  mouth  right  up  the  river  to 
the  gates  of  Balmoral  almost. 


As  yet  His  Majesty's  keepers  have  not  drawn 
"first  blood,"  but  Mr.  Bristow  on  the  second  day 
of  the  season  had  a  salmon  of  H^lb.,  and  the  day 
following  another  of  181  b.,  on  the  Abergoldie  beat 
from  the  north  side. 


On  the  reaches  between  Ballater  and  Aboyna 
(Glentana,  Dinnet,  and  Cambus  O'May)  excellent 
sport  is  being  got.  On  the  Aboyne  beats  some 
sixteen  fish  were  creeled  up  to  Feb.  16. 

The  Ythan  and  Ugie  and  the  last  batch  of  we«t 
coast  rivers  open  on  Feb.  25,  but,  of  course,  Feb.  26 
is  the  real  working  day.  Lord  Aberdeen's  tickets 
(public)  have  been  raised  from  10s.  to  20s.  Yet 
there  will  be  plenty  of  applicants. 

The  keeper  at  Fintry  had  first  blood  on  the  Don, 
on  Feb.  16,  with  two  fish  of  81b.  and  101b.,  to  the 
sand-eel.  This  bait,  along  with  gudgeon,  is  dividing 
the  honours  with  the  fly. 


Mr.  Mackie,  M.A.,  Aberdeen,  gave  a  lecture  to  the 
Working  Men's  Natural  History  Society,  on  Tuesday 
last,  in  Marischal  College, 'on  the  life  history  of  the 
salmon.    There  was  a  large  attendance. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture,  a  small  troutlet  was 
shown,  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  about  an  inch  long, 
which  had  passed  through  the  city's  water  mains, 
and  was  picked  up  in  an  ice  factory. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  reappoint,  through 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  the  seven  members  of 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  for  a  further  term  of  five 
years. 


On  the  Dee,  at  Inchmarlo,  on  Feb.  15,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Laing  landed  fourteen  fine  salmon  between 
them,  seven  each,  scaling  from  61b.  to  181b. 

A  melancholy  accident  happened  to  a  salmon 
fisher  in  Montrose  Bay  last  week.  He  went  out  in 
a  punt  with  his  six-year-old  son  to  secure  his  cobble, 
which  had  broken  loose,  when  the  punt  capsized, 
and  in  saving  his  boy  he  was  drowned  himself, 
before  assistance  could  arrive.  The  child  was  after- 
wards picked  up  and  came  round. 


Sir  John  Cotterall  and  Mr.  Pain  have  joined  Lord 
Paget's  party  for  angling  on  the  Spey  at  the 
Gordon  Arms,  Fochabers. 


Trout  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  March  1  with 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  a  good  sea=on.  One  thing, 
the  rivers  have  had  a  thorough  cleansing. 

Special  Scotch. 


NEW  ANGLING  CLUB  FOR  BELFAST 
AND  DISTRICT. 


HOLYWOOD  Anglers'  Clxtb. 

A  MEETING  of  those  interested  in  angling  was 
held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Holywood,  recently  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  angling  club.  Amongst 
those  present  were — Messr.s.  James  A.  M'Cutcheon, 
Robert  Brskine,  John  R.  Allan,  Richard  Patterson, 
J. P.,  Robert  Patterson,  Robt.  M'Lean,  and  Major 
T.  V.  P.  M'Cammon,  J.P.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Richard  Patterson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Allan,  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  James  A.  M'Cutcheon 
(chairman  of  Holywood  Urban  Council).  The 
club  has  secured  from  the  Holywood  Urban 
Council  the  fishing  rights  of  the  local  waterworks, 
subject  to  the  council's  approval  of  the  rules.  On 
the  motion  of  Mr  Robt.  Patterson,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Richard  Patterson,  Major  T.  V.  P.  M'Cammon, 
J. P.,  was  unanimously  elected  president  of  the 
club  for  the  coming  season.  Mr.  Robt.  Erskine 
was  elected  honorary  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
rules  of  the  club  were  discussed  and  agreed  upon, 
and  the  following  were  elected  a  committ'  e : — 
Messrs.  Jas.  M'Cutcheon,  John  R.  Allan,  Robt. 
Patterson,  and  Alex.  Elliott.  Mr.  R.  Erskine  read 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in  reply  to  one  he 
had  written  asking  for  advice  as  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  trout  from  one  pond  to  another.  It  was 
decided  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  sending  milk 
cans.  Mr.  Erskine  was  requested  to  write  Mr. 
Marston  thanking  him  for  his  prompt  and  valuable 
advice.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  stocking 
the  reservoir  with  800  brown  trout,  and  a  goo(| 
season's  fishing  is  anticipated. 


136 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  24,  1906 


^offings  bp  t^)e  iSiaB. 


All  Nature  seems  at  work.    Sltu/s  leave  their  lair: 
The  bees  are  stirring — birds  are  on  the  wing. 

And  Winter,  slumbering  in  the  open  air. 

Wears  on  his  smiling  face  a  dream  of  Spring. 

— Coleridge. 


Mr.  Chas.  a.  Payton,  H.M.  Consul  at  Calais, 
whom  I  was  pleag^d  to  see  looking  so  fit  and  well 
at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening, 
will  honour  the  members  of  the  B.S.A.S,  on 
March  7  by  reading  a  paper  entitled,  "  Rambles 
and  Reminiscences."  The  fun  and  wit  will  com- 
mence with  the  lecture  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  As  the 
room  is  not  too  large,  T  give  the  usual  caution — 
"  Come  early." 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  announce 
the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest  contributors,  Mr. 
Richard  Baugh.  His  weekly  river  report  from  the 
Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech)  was 
always  interesting.  Next  to  fishing  his  chief  sport 
was  otter  hunting.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  a 
host  of  admiring  friends. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling 
Association  states  that  the  ordinary  revenue  suffered 
some  diminution  from  the  total  of  last  season — 
namely,  £407  2i.  M.  for  1905,  as  against  £495  12s.  Gd. 
in  1904  :  but  the  decrease  was  easily  accounted  for 
by  the  failure  of  the  angling  season  in  June  and 
July  last.  The  total  receipts,  however,  amounted 
to  £97  112 1.  2d.,andthee.xpenditureto£48fi  12s.  4d., 
leaving  a  balanc'>  of  £484  19s.  lOd.  at  the  associa- 
tion's credit.  The  number  of  contributors  has 
decreased  from  379  to  362. 


The  postponed  competition  of  the  Anslo-French 
Pisoatorials  will  take  place  on  Sunday  (Feb.  25),  at 
Yalding,  under  the  usual  conditions.  When  I  say 
'•  usual "  conditions,  I  do  not  mean  that  they 
shall  encounter  such  bitterly  cold  weather  as  they 
experienced  at  their  last  outing  to  Wraysbury,  but 
that  the  ladies  of  the  club,  who  are  all  ke^n  anglers, 
may  enjoy  better  sport.  The  last  competition  of 
the  season  is  fixed  for  March  11,  at  Twickenham. 
It  will  be  from  punts,  and  for  a  handsome  clock 
and  prizes  to  the  value  of  ten  guineas.  Fuller 
particulars  later. 


The  Mick  did  go  to  the  "  Lychnobites'  "  Annual 
Dinner  last  Saturday  evening,  and  he  did  not  get 
home  till  the  morning.  However,  when  he  explained 
to  his  good  lady  that  "  bejabers,  he'd  had  a  very 
busy  day  all  night,"  it  was  "  alroight,  d'ye  moind." 


Some  New  Mcisio. 
From  Messrs.  Weekes  and  Co.  we  have  received  a 
beautiful  ballad  by  Harcourt  Verden,  "  The  Star  of 
Love,"  with  words  by  John  Oxenham.  The  minor 
change  in  the  last  verse  is  as  pretty  as  it  is  effective. 
Yet  another  song  from  the  same  pen,  "  My  Heart  is 
All  for  You"— (Keith,  Prowse  and  Co.,  Ltd.)— full 
of  melody  and  go.  The  words  are  by  the  composer, 
and  the  result  of  the  setting  of  words  and  music  is 
highly  commendable.  The  songs  are  two  shillings 
each,  net. 


The  "Briny"  Anglers,- whose  headquarters  are 
at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road, 
S.E.,  announce  that  they  are  holding  their  next 
monthly  outing  at  Burnham-on- Crouch  on  March  4. 


We  notice  that  important  alterations,  accelera- 
tions, and  additions  will  be  made  from  March  1  in 
the  London  suburban  train  service  serving  the 
Aylesbury  and  Chesham  Lines.  The  Marylebone 
terminus  of  the  Great  Central  Railway  is  the  pivot 
around  which  the  perfected  facilities  will  operate. 
As  is  well  known.  Pinner,  Northwood,  Amersham, 
Chesham,  Aylesbury,  etc.,  have  for  years  been 
popular  residential  centres,  but  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted the  train  service  hitherto  provided  has  been 
inadequate.  The  enterprise  of  the  Great  Central 
Company  in  building  new  stock,  comprising  eight- 
wheeled  first  and  third  class  carriages,  with  most 
comfortable  interiors,  for  use  on  the  new  service, 
together  with  important  accelerations  and  additions 
of  trains,  ii  sure  to  meet  with  success  and  develop 
the  districts.  From  March  1  Marylebone  Station 
will  also  bo  the  centre  of  the  inauguration  of  a  new 
suburban  route  for  the  London  man.  The  new  line 
from  Neasden  to  Akeman  street,  passing  through 
South  Harrow,  Beaconsfield,  High  Wycombe,  and 
Princes  Risburo',  at  pre.sent  only  open  for  good; 
traffic,  Will,  on  the  date  mentioned,  be  opened  for 
passenger  traffic  as  far     South  Harrow  Station. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  21,  a  paper  on 
'*  The  Fisheries  of  the  North  Sea  "  was  read  by 
Walter  Oarstang,  M.A.,  at  the  Society  of  Arts, 
John-street.  Adelphi.  London,  W.C.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Edwin  Ray  Lankester,  M.A.,  LL.D., 
F.R.S.,  director  of  the  Natural  History  Depart- 
ment, British  Museum. 


Current  Amusement  has  an  abundance  of  good 
things,  and  cynical  would  be  he  who  would  not 
smile  over  "Grannie  Green's  Cork  Leg";  while 
"  Stowaway  "  is  a  character  recitation  that  should 
be  popular  ;  and  In  regard  to  general  contents,  in- 
cluding high-class  illustrations  on  art  paper,  not  a 
column  but  lives  up  to  the  title.  The  editor,  Mr. 
Edwin  Drew,  is  an  enthusiast  for  originality.  The 
price  is  fid.,  and  all  agents  supply  it,  while  7d.  will 
bring  it  from  the  head  office,  7,  Whitefriars-street, 
London. 


The  late  Bishop  of;  called  upon  a  farmer  and 

viewed  with  admiration  a  number  of  pigs  in 
splendid  condition.  "  They  are  certainly  very 
fine,"  exclaimed  his  lordship.  *'  Ay,"  answered  the 
farmer,  "  it  'ud  be  a  good  job  for  you  and  me  if  we 
was  as  fit  to  die  as  they  be." 


The  New  York  Aquarium  has  a  young  California 
sea  lion,  about  4Jft.  long,  which  is  attracting  a  great 
deal  of  attention. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner  was  a  great  success. 
The  music,  as  usual,  of  the  very  best  (had  time  per- 
mitted, we  should  have  had  more  of  it),  and  the 
speeches,  as  given  elsewhere,  excellent.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  meet  so  many  old  friends  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  amongst  them  the  "  Nottingham 
contingent,"  with  Mr.  Hodson  as  president,  and  Mr. 
Harry  Spray  as  hon.  sec,  and  many  other  members 
of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society,  all 
in  the  best  of  health  and  temper.  The  *'  Cecil " 
cater  splendidly  for  their  clientile,  as  may  be  judged 
from  the 

Menu. 
Huitres  Natives. 
Croflte  au  Pot.    Cr^nie  Kaphael. 
Saumou,  Sauce  Hollaiidaise. 
Salade  de  C'onuonibres. 
Vlanchailles  au  Paprika, 
faille  Demidoff. 
Mousse  de  .Jambon. 
Selle  d'Agueau  Sevigne. 
Pouiiiies  Nouvelles  Uauphine. 

Sorbet  au  Rhuiii. 
Canard  Sauvage  ii  la  Presse. 
Salade  de  Laitues  a  I'Orange. 
Ananas  Glac^e. 
Dessert. 
CaU. 


Catalina's  Tame  Seal. 

"  If  you  go  to  California  this  winter,  don't 
neglect  to  see  the  grey  seal  at  Catalina  Island," 
said  the  traveller. 

"  The  waters  about  Catalina  are  clear  as  Lake 
Tahoe,"  he  said,  "  and  in  them  swim  millions  of 
beautiful  fish,"  says  an  exchange.  The  boats  there 
have  glass  bottoms,  so  that  as  you  float  about  you 
look  down  into  a  vast  and  wonderful  aquarium. 

"  The  grey  seal  is  not  the  least  of  this  aquarium's 
attractions.  It  is  called  Ben,  and  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  they  say,  Ben  has  come  regularly  to  land  at 
a  certain  hour  to  get  from  the  fishermen  a  luncheon 
of  cold  fish. 

•  4>  *  *  • 

"  For  the  last  two  years  he  has  had  every  day  a 
dog  to  play  with.  The  dog,  at  the  appointed  hour, 
comes  down  to  the  beach  and  waits.  Soon  Ben 
appears.  The  dog  barks  and  plunges  into  the  sea. 
Ben  hastens  to  him.  The  dog  jumps  on  the  seal's 
back,  stands  erect  there  like  a  circus  rider,  and  for 
a  minute  or  two  this  queer  combination  darts 
through  the  water  with  smooth  speed. 

"  Then  suddenly  Ben  sinks.  "The  dog,  unhorsed 
and  deserted,  barks  frantically  and  swims  to  and 
fro  in  search  of  his  comrade.  Ben  appears  again 
suddenly  at  his  side,  offers  his  back,  and  the  round 
begins  again. 

"To  see  this  seal  swimming  with  the  dog  on  his 
back  is  one  of  the  sights  of  Catalina." 


Mrs.  Bacon  :  "  Been  fishing,  dear  ?  "  Mr.  Bacon : 
"Yes,  all  day."  "What  did  you  get,  dear?" 
"  Oh,  I  hate  to  disappoint  you."  "  Oh,  you  won't 
disappoint  me,  dear,  no  matter  how  you — er — 
exaggerate." 


Charity  covers  a  multitude  of  skins. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  Gresham  Anglers 
will  welcome  brother  anglers  from  any  of  the  clubs 
at  their  spacious  club  rooms,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G.  The  "Trent  Otter,"  Mr. 
J.  W.  Martin  (whose  laat  new  book  on  "  Practical 
Fishing  "  was  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last 
week),  has  kindly  consented  to  lecture  on  "  The 
Lower  Trent,"  and  "With  the  Chub  with  a  Fly 
Rod  on  the  Ouse."  A  pleasant  and  instructive 
evening  will  undoubtedly  be  spent  by  all  who  caa 
make  it  convenient  to  be  present. 

•  •  •  *  • 

On  the  same  evening  (if  I  were  Sir  Boyle  Roche's 
bird)  I  would  "  go  to  Bath  "  ;  however,  as  I  cannot 
I  must  bear  it  with  becoming  fortitude.  A  hand- 
same  dinner  card,  bearing  the  design  of  the  original 
frontispiece  to  Izaak  Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler," 
was  accompanied  by  a  very  hearty  invitation  from 
Mr.  Frank  Fortt  and  his  merry  men  to  "  be  present 
at  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Full  Moon  Hotel,  Bath, 
at  7.30  p.m.,  on  Feb.  27."  I  am  not  asked  if  my 
doctor  will  let  me  go,  or  whether  my  appetite  is 
equal  to  so  many  banquets,  but  I  do  know  that 
with  his  Worship  the  Mayor  in  the  chair  I  should 
have  viands  of  the  choicest  supplied  by  Host  Tanner, 
good  music,  short  speeches,  and  a  real,  right, 
good  "  Zummerzet  "  welcome.  They  must  take  a 
London  blessing,  and  a  wish  that  they  may  all 
enjoy  themselves. 

•  •  •  «  • 

On  another  page  will  be  found  an  account  of  the 
"  Lychnobite  "  dinner  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel  on 
Saturday  last.  I  am  pleased  to  know  that  the 
society  is  flourishing ;  that  its  membership  is  in- 
creasing ;  that  a  respectable  balance  is  at  the  bank ; 
and  that  every  prospect  of  another  successful  year's 
working  is  in  store.  Several  telegrams  were  received 
regretting  inability  to  be  present,  but  with  Mr. 
G.  R.  Clarke  in  the  vice-chair  and  surrounded  by 
so  many  old  friends  the  time  passed  all  too  quickly. 
The  next  outing  will  be  on  March  3,  to  the  "  Fish 
and  Eels,"  Broxbourne,  when,  possibly,  we  may 
interview  the  worthy  Boniface  Thackeray,  who  has 
just  taken  over  the  license  of  the  historic  hostelry. 


He:  "I  suppose  you  thought  you  were  fishing 
when  you  caught  me  ?  "  She :  "  Well,  I  used  to 
think  so,  but  now  I  think  I  must  have  been  bear 
hunting." 

\  • 

The  Angler's  Return. 
Winter  dark  and  drear  is  over. 
Now  goes  forth  the  angling  rover 
Through  the  meadows  green  with  clover. 

Where  sweet  cowslips  bloom. 
Rod  and  line  and  creel  he  carries. 
By  the  flowing  stream  he  tarries. 
There  the  speckled  trout  he  harries. 

Swimming  to  his  doom. 

Where  the  trout  and  grayling  playing. 
Swimming  to  and  fro  are  straying — 
See  they  on  the  water  swaying 

Tempting  bait  so  bright. 
Quickly  then  they  draw  it  under. 
Swim  away ;  but,  struck  with  wonder. 
Cannot  pull  themselves  asimder 

From  the  line  held  tight. 

When  they  land  both  trout  and  grayling. 
Sometimes  anglers  may  be  railing 
If  they  find  that  they  are  failing 

Both  in  size  and  weight ! 
Anglers  must  not  be  repining, 
Darkest  clouds  have  silver  lining. 
And  above  the  sun  is  shining 

Over  adverse  fate.  , 

— J.  A.  QUILTEB. 


Angling  and  the  Law. 

This  is  how  they  settle  matters  in  Paris : — • 
"  Judge,  prisoner,  warders,  and  counsel  all  went 
fishing  recently  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine.  The 
prosecution  alleged  that  defendant  had  been  caught 
using  illegal  fishing  implements — namely,  a  species 
of  harpoon.  The  prisoner  said  that  the  apparatus 
was  merely  floating  tackle,  and  could  not  be  used 
for  spearing  fish.  '  The  Court  will  adjourn  to  the 
Pont  Neuf,'  said  the  judge,  and  it  did  so.  While 
the  defendant,  between  warders  and  counsel, 
looked  on,  the  judge  threw  the  line  over  the  bridge 
into  the  river  and  watched  it.  It  certainly  was  no 
ordinary  tackle.  No  fish  happened  to  be  round, 
nor  are  there  usuall-'j  any  in  the  Seine.  But  if 
there  had  been,  the  judge  was  satisfied  that  they 
might  have  been  harpooned  with  the  instrument. 
Prisoner  was  stated  to  have  speared  quantities  of 
fish  with  his  appliance.  How  he  did  it,  or  where  he 
found  the  fish  in  the  Seine,  the  judge  was  at  a  loss 
to  determine,  but  the  point  was  immaterial  to  the 
caoe.  The  party  returned  to  the  Court,  and  a  fin* 
was  imposed  on  the  offender."  Dbaonkt.'* 
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Provineial  flfiglifl^  ]lotes 

mutt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
i  committ«e   meeting  a  needy  case  was  relieved. 
'  Death  claims  during  the  last  fortnight  had  been 
paid  out  to  the  relatives  of  an  old  member  of  the 
I  Highgate  Society  and  the  other  to  the  relatives  of 
[  a  member  of  the  Latimer  Society.    The  collecting 
I  boxes  hsid  been  the  means  of  assisting  the  society 
1  to  about  £35,  and  another  twenty-five  boxes  are 
:  being  made.   Mr.  T.  Cole?  gave  a  lecture  on  Sunday 
I  night  last  at  the  Spring  Hill  Society  which  was  well 
I  attended,  and  on  Sunday  ne^t  he  will  be  at  the 
I  St.  John's  Society  and  the  Sunday  following  at  the 
j  Birmingham  Heath  Society.    The  Severn,  Avon, 
i  Wye  and  Thames  and  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland 
are  the  chief  subjects  dealt  with,  with  special  lime- 
light views.    All  the  lectures  given  have  been  a 
great  success.    A  new  society  held  at  the  Vine 
I  Hotel,  Quarry  Bank,  near  Dudley,  have  just  com- 
pleted their  affiliation  to  the  P.A.A.    Prizes  will 
I  be  given  for  specimen  fish  and  medals  for  fish  of  all 
i  classes.    Pike  are  out  of  condition  and  perch  are 
1  showing  signs  of  spawning.  The  White  Swan  Society 
has  over  300  fully  paid  up  members.  The  club  have 
pome  good  waters  and  are  looking  out  for  more. 
The  roach  in  the  Severn  are  taking  the  small  red 
worm.    Sport  is  quiet  on  the  Avon  and  Trent.  A 
number   of   bye-contests  wUl    be   fished  before 
March  15. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

Since  the  disappearance  of  the  frost  and  snow  we 
have  been  able  to  resume  operation?,  and  although 
the  Witham  has  undergone  a  slight  rise,  consequent 
upon  the  snow  melt  and  the  subsequent  heavy 
rains,  roach  anglers  have  been  doing  very  well. 
Both  the  worm  and  yellow  paste  baits  have 
accounted  for  some  very  choice  lots  of  fish,  not 
only  from  the  Bardney  waters,  but  also  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chapel  Hill.  Roach  fishing  has 
also  proved  a  remunerative  occupation  in  the  minor 
streams,  especially  the  South  Forty-foot,  where 
along  the  upper  reaches  bags  of  101b.  and  121b. 
have  been  made.  Several  Fen  anglers  are  now 
paying  more  attention  to  pike  fishing,  and  should 
the  present  weather  continue  some  nice  fish  should 
be  taken.  Already  a  few  good  ones  have  been 
killed  on  the  Forty-foot,  along  the  lengths  in  Dunsby 
and  Hacconby  Fens.  A  friend  of  the  writer  killed 
three  brace  on  Feb.  17,  weighing  in  the  aggregate 
32lb.,  the  heaviest  turning  the  scale  at  SJlb. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

From  Arram  Beck-end-up  to  Wilfholme,  and 
both  at  Pulfin  Bend,  Leven  Lock,  and  Mickledyke, 
a  little  sport  has  been  met  with  ;  but  the  best  fish 
have  been  secured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Snake- 
holme  and  Brigham,  on  th6  Driffield  Canal.  One 
angler  creeled  a  nice  lot  of  fish  with  the  worm 
at  Frodingham  Beck-end,  best  fish,  a  roach  of 
1  lb.  4oz.  Odd  pike  have  been  taken ;  but  little 
has  been  done  of  late  on  the  river.  Reports 
from  the  top  ponds  of  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  are  fairly  good.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Hull  and  District  Amalgamation  it  was  arranged  to 
hold  a  delegates'  match  at  the  latter  end  of  August, 
and  for  which  Mr.  T.  ;R.  Ferens,  M.P.  for  East 
Hull,  has  offered  a  challenge  cup  to  bo  competed 
for.  The  privilege  tickets  for  1906  are  now  ready, 
and  members  are  requested  to  make  early  applica- 
tion. The  next  meeting  of  the  Amalgamation  will 
be  held  at  the  Queen'^  Hotel  on  March  7.  The 
3iver  Ancholme  is  reported  in  nice  condition,  and 
in  the  Brigg  dif^trict  both  pike  and  roach  of  good 
size  are  being  taken. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trouting  is  quiet  so  far  in  this  district,  but  I  can 
report  the  disappearance  of  all  snow  on  the  lower 
lands,  and  with  the  advent  of  a  good  flood,  backed 
tip  by  a  bit  of  warm  weather,  sport  of  a  good  class 
ahould  follow.  So  far  but  few  rods  have  been  out, 
and  the  only  lot  of  trout  that  J  have  come  across 
was  a  small  basket  creeled  with  fly  by  Mr.  R.  King 
in  Stainton  beck  on  Saturday  last.  He  had  but 
few  fish,  but  they  confirmed  my  notes  of  last  week, 
in  8o  much  that  they  were  in  excellent  condition. 
On  Tuesday,  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Kent,  I 
observed  a  nice  lot  of  spring  flies  hatching  out 
between  1  p.m.  and  3  p.m.,  so  that  with  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  favourable  weather  con- 
ditions, coupled,  if  it  may  hap,  with  a  good  fall  of 
rain,  things  look  promising  for  the  opening  day  on 
thi*  stream — Friday  next.  The  back  fells  above 
Windermere  are,  as  yet,  thick  with  snow,  and  no 


sport  of  any  moment  can  be  expected  in  the  lake 
for  some  little  time. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Monday's  deluge  has  put  the  Bollin  again 
in  flood.  Lately,  good  roach  have  been  taken  up  to 
1  lb.  each.  Liverpool  anglers  recently  at  Chester 
are  not  likely  to  soon  forget  the  visit.  Fancy  an 
all  day  match  and  only  one  rod  got  a  fish  ! 
Great  expectations  are  being  centred  on  the 
concluding  matches  of  the  season,  chiefly  to  be 
decided  on  March  4  and  11. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Amongst  the  many  reports  of  1905  it  is  only  very 
occasionally  that  a  good  report  is  met  with,  but 
here  is  one  from  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion :  "  Established  three  records — number  of  mem- 
bers fishing  their  waters,  number  of  days  they 
fished,  and  number  of  fish  taken."  April  was  an 
astonishing  month  for  so  late  a  water,  and  August 
produced  a  very  satisfactory  total.  The  Welcomb 
and  George  Angling  Societies  are  determined  to 
keep  ion  good  terms,  for  in  addition  to  the  usual 
fishing  match  they  were  to  meet  at  the  social  board 
last  evening.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Anglers  are 
busy  arranging  for  the  season. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  very  changeable, 
and  on  Saturday  last  the  Trent  underwent  another 
big  rise.  But  heavy  swells  nowadays  d,isappear 
much  more  quickly  than  was  the  case  a  dozen 
years  ago.  Pike  fishers  have  taken  fish  at  Shard- 
low,  Staythorpe,  and  Hazleford,  Mr.  J.  [Birkin,  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society,  getting  four  of  over 
201b.  at  the  first- named  place  in  less  than  two  hours 
live-baiting.  The  society  have  placed  in  the  fishery 
a  fiae  lot  of  trout  and  some  young  salmon,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  experiment,  as  regards  the 
latter,  will  turn  out  a  success.  This  spring  we  may 
possibly  have  a  strong  head  of  large  salmon  up  the 
river,  for  the  recurring  high  waters  could  not  have 
occurred  at  a  more  appropriate  time  or  times  for 
the  ascent  df  the  fisn.  On  Monday  afternoon, 
during  rainy  weather,  many  stones  of  roach,  bream, 
and  other  coarse  fish  were  netted  by  a  number  of 
men  from  one  of  the  swollen  backwaters,  or  arms 
of  the  Trent,  but  a  long  distance  below  the  New 
Trent  Bridge.  Bottom  angling  has  varied  consider 
ably  since  the  despatch  of  my  last  report.  Roach 
have  been  got  with  the  worm  in  the  eddies  and  lay- 
byes,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  colour  of  the 
river  favoured  bottom  fishing  with  a  stationary  bait. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  some  grand  weather  here,  bright 
and  frosty,  which  will  keep  vegetation  in  check,  and 
assist  in  bringing  the  rivers  into  condition  again. 
The  water  is  still  high,  but  running  off  nicely  and 
clearing,  so  that,  all  being  well,  anglers  should  get 
some  sport  next  week.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
out  this  week,  and  the  only  catch  we  have 
heard  of  worth  noting  was  seventeen  pike, 
caught  by  two  well-known  anglers,  eight  of  the 
fish  over  61b.  These  of  course  were  taken  in 
private  water.  The  Worcester  and  District  A.  A. 
decided  on  an  alteration  of  rule  8  of  the  association, 
namely,  to  substitute  measurement  for  weight  of  fish, 
and  so  prevent  undersized  fish  being  brought  away 
from  the  water.  The  minimum  size  now  allowed 
is  3oz.  for  coarse  fish  and  4oz.  for  game  fish.  The 
sub-committee  met  on  Feb.  19  and  drew  up  a  scale  of 
measurements  which  will  be  submitted  to  a  general 
meeting  for  acceptance  on  March  1  to  be  held  at 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Inn  at  8  p.m. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  have  continued  in  good  condition,  but 
owing  to  the  frost  not  much  has  been  done  in 
angling  lately,  especially  as  regards  the  lakes  and 
canals  which  are  frequented  by  rodmen.  It  was  Mr. 
Henderson's  good^fortune  whilst  fishing  with  worm 
and  hair  line  to  catch  a  very  nice  perch  of  lib. 
14oz.  in  the  Derwent  at  Stamford  Bridge,  which 
was  experienced  by  very  few  others.  The  water 
happened  to  be  clear  at  the  spot  visited  by  Mr. 
Henderson,  inasmuch  as  a  strong  current  runs  there, 
the  task  proved  no  easy  one.  On  Feb.  13,  a  fine  61b. 
pike  was  taken  in  the  Foss,  outside  York,  live  bait 
being  used.  Anglers  seeking  .sport  between  York  and 
Shensall  have  been  affected  at  times  by  the  con- 
tinuous pumping  at  Castle  Mills  Lock,  York,  and 
they  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  electric  pump 
which  has  been  set  up  there,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Ouse  and  the  Foss,  is  expected  to  obviate  the 
•drawing  off  of  the  water  which  has  occasioned  some 
inconvenience  along  the  Foss.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  takes  place  at  the 
Royal  Station  Hotel,  York.    The  business  agenda 


contains  proposed  bye-laws  to  prohibit  netting  for 
coarse  fieh  in  the  Board's  district,  and  for  the 
protection  of  pike  in  clo.se  time. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  bad,  and  sport  has 
not  been  up  to  the  usual  standard  at  any  station. 
Fair  sport  has  been  had  on  many  of  the  southern 
waters  with  salmon,  especially  on  the  Lee  and 
Blackwater.  Sea  angling  continues  at  a  standstill 
at  the  majority  of  stations.  At  the  Cork  Borough 
Sessions  last  week,  the  appeal  brought  by  Mr.  J. 
E.  Brennan,  secretary,  Cork  Fishery  Conservators, 
against  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  (Mr.  M. 
Starkie,  R.M.,  dissenting),  whereby  a  dismiss  on 
the  merits  was  granted  in  a  case  in  which  eight 
fishermen  were  prosecuted  for  having,  on  Dec.  6, 
1905,  at  Tivoli,  in  the  River  Lee,  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Cork,  unlawfully  used  a  draft-net  for 
the  capture  of  fish  during  the  annual  clo-e  season 
for  salmon  and  trout  in  that  part  of  the  river 
between  the  Waterworks  Weir  and  Blackrock  Castle,. 
Each  of  the  defendants  were  fined  £4  and  costs. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 

The  weather  has  got  a  little  bit  more  springlike, 
though  sharp  frosts  nightly  prevail.  There  has  been 
very  little  sport  to  chronicle  on  the  open  waters  so 
far.  On  March  1,  the  following  rivers  will  open  in 
the  north  of  Ireland — Bann,  Upper  Bann,  Black- 
water,  Ballinderry,  Moyola,  Maine,  Sixmilewater, 
Crumlin,  Glen.tvy,  Culdaff,  Crana,  Comber,  Cross- 
gar,  Kilkeel,  Shimna,  and  other  streams  between 
Donaghadee  and  Carlingford  Lough.  These  are 
all  in  flood  this  week  after  the  heavy  rain. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  Belfast,  the  question 
of  poaching  was  discussed  at  great  length.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Barlowe  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
indiscriminate  exercise  of  the  Viceroy's  prerogative 
in  reducing  the  fines  inflicted  on  persons  convicted 
of  breaches  of  the  fishery  laws  was  a  direct 
encouragement  to  poaching.  It  was  resolved  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  new  Viceroy,  and 
further  resolved  to  ask  the  co-operation  of  the 
various  angling  bodies  and  Boards  of  Conservators 
in  Ireland. 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


The  fact  that  appearances  often  are  deceitful  is 
patly  illustrated  by  the  appended  story  from 
Springfield,  Mass.  : — "  Professor  Hatfield  taught 
psychology  in  the  university.  He  had  had  a  long 
year  of  it,  and  the  last  week  before  leaving  the 
city  had  been  very  hot  and  depressing.  He  was 
determined  to  get  as  nearly  as  possible  away  from 
all  naankind  and  recuperate.  He  found  a  fishing 
village  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  and  secured 
board  in  the  family  of  a  well-to-do  fisherman. 
The  next  day  after  his  arrival  he  started  out  to 
take  a  walk.  He  climbed  the  hill  through  the 
spruce  trees  for  a  time,  but  finding  the  foliage 
so  dense  that  he  could  see  nothing  two  rods 
distant,  he  turned  his  steps  toward  the  sea.  There 
was  a  long  point  of  land  covered  with  grass.  Behind 
were  the  spruce  trees  and  the  shore — a  mass  of 
jagged  rocks.  He  stood  for  a  long  time  looking  out 
on  the  water,  and  then  turned  around,  intending  to 
go  back  to  his  lodging  place.  At  his  right  and  half 
way  to  the  spruce  trees  there  was  a  little  girl 
picking  strawberries.  The  professor  had  j  ust  stepped 
off  the  rocks  on  the  soft  green  turf  when  he  saw  a 
herd  of  cows  coming  out  of  the  woods.  At  the  head 
of  the  herd  was  a  black  bull.  The  professor  hastened 
back  upon  the  jagged  rocks.  The  bull  came  on, 
holding  his  head  high,  followed  closely  by  the  cows. 
The  professor  got  further  out  on  the  rocks,  and  the 
bull  stopped  and  gazed  at  him  with  flaming  eyes. 
Once  in  a  while  the  bull  would  advance  a  little,  still 
keeping  his  '  flaming  eyes '  fixed  on  the  professor. 
Half  an  hour  passed  and  the  bull  still  stood  there 
gazing  at  him,  while  the  cows  were  grazing  around 
to  the  rear.  The  situation  was  getting  painful. 
Dusk  was  approaching,  and  the  professor  looked 
in  vain  for  a  way  of  escape.  All  of  his  attention 
was  placed  upon  that  bull,  and  he  did  not  see 
the  little  girl  who  had  been  picking  strawberries 
approaching  until  she  was  at  the  side  of  the  bull. 
He  thought  of  risking  all  and  rushing  to  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  child,  when  the  little  girl  put  her  arm 
over  the  bull's  neck  and  pushed  him  around.  Then 
she  picked  up  a  little  stick,  and  drove  the  buU 
before  her  toward  a  house  at  the  other  end  of  the 
little  pasture.  When  she  saw  the  professor  come 
off  the  rocks  and  start  toward  home  she  stopped 
driving  the  cattle  and  began  picking  strawberries 
again,  and  one  of  the  great  tragedies  of  vacation 
time  ended."  Another  evidence  of  the  potency  of 
the  human  will  over  brute  creation,  provided  the 
influence  is  exerted  by  the  best  qualified  person. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


138 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  24,  1906 


THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon.  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Eough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

open  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
TackJo  and  Waders. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

APARTMENTS 

Close  to  river;  2  miles'  private  fishing 
on  the  Dart.  Shooting. — Apply,  Mrs. 
Beabd,  Northwood,  Buckfastleigh. 


.  .TO  .  . 

Apglers  and  Tonrists. 

TO  LET 

For  the  Season  or  part  of  the  Season  1906 

OR  ANNUALLY. 
A  Very  Desirable 

WELL-FURNISHED 

Detached  Family  Residence, 

COMPRISING 

seven  hodroonis,  sitting,  dining,  and  drawing 
rooms,  two  gardens,  staWing,  coach-ho\ise,  and 
the  usual  domestic oflices  ;  good  sanitation.  The 
house  is  situated  in  the  pretty  village  of 

Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland, 

on  the  eastern  shores  of  Lough  Mehin,  the 
latter  abounding  with  Salmon,  Gillaroo  (a  rare 
species  of  trout  not  found  in  many  waters),  and 
the  whole  vicinity  is  surrounded  with  mountain, 
river  and  lake  scenery  of  unsurpassed  beauty. 
An  ideal  spot  for  the  tourist  or  sportsman  with 
either  rod  or  gun.    Terms  moderate. 
For  tenns  and  particulars  apply  to 
Mrs.  P.  TIMONEY, 
Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagn,  Ireland  ; 

AND 

The  Round  House,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 


TO  LET. 


Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  River 

in  Norway  (Eidfjord).  Easily  reached 
from  Bergen,  good  hotel  accommoda- 
tion.— Particulars  from  W.  J.  Cummins, 
Sporting  Estate  Agent,  Bisliop  Auckland. 


CORRiB,  OUGHTERARD,  IRELAND. 

TO  LET, 

FURNISHED  LODGE 

Containing  2  sitting  and  bedrooms,  kitchen 
*c.  ;  usual  out  offices,  garden  well  ttocked  with 
vegetables.  The  Lodge  is  situated  on  the  hanks 
of  th«  Oughteraid  River,  close  to  Conili,  on 
which  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  is  free.  Lessee 
will  have  the  exclu'-ivc  right  of  fishing  on  one 
of  the  best  Mountain  Tront  Lakes  in  the 
district  (with  b^al)— Knr  terms  apply,  Mrs 
Lyons,  Oughlerard,  (Jahvay,  Ireland. 


The  Celebrated 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
OelioiouB  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Baw  Fruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  Cheese. 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Finhing  Gazette 
and  hy  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (post  fi-ee)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  JIakers :  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
DOUaLAS,  ISI.E  OF  MAN. 


PRIVATE  FISHERY, 

LONDON,   ONE  HOUR. 

A  Lake  of  four  Acres  and  two  Streams, 
approximate  area  18  acres,  all  three  com- 
numicating  witli  Tlianies.  TO  LET,  on 
Lease,  with  medium-sized  Unfurnished 
House,  Orchard,  Garden,  and  Cottage. 

A.  GFCIIVIBLE, 
44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


Salmon  Fishings 


RIVER  SPEY. 

ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to— 

Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


WANTED   TO  RENT, 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE  or 
SMALL  RESIDENCE, 

WITH  FlSUIMi. 

Would  be  taken  for  a  term  if  Shooting  also 
could  be  had  in  the  season  ;  within  easy  access 
of  Birmingham  preferred.— Apply,  MooBE,  York 
Lodge,  Erdiagtou, 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


ON 


FOR  DISPOSAL, 

the  property  of  a  gentleman  giving  up 
fishing, 

An  Excellent  Salmon  Outfit, 

RARE  OPPORTUNITY. 

Send  for  List  to  "N.P.G.,"  c/o 
JAMES  OGDEN,  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Cheltenham. 


HAMPSHIRE 

(in  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 


TO  LET, 

furnished,  by  the  year,  a  Sixteenth  Century 
timbered 

FARM  HOUSE, 

with  a  right  of  Fishing  on  Bransbury  Common. 
The  house,  which  has  been  entirety  renovated, 
contains  3  sitting  rooms,  4  bedrooms,  and 
dressing  room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders. 
There  is  a  two-stall  stable  and  a  coachman's 
house.  An  acre  of  meadow  could  be  let  with  tlie 
house.— For  particulars  apply,  Campbell  Wapk, 
Solicitor.  4,  St.  Helen's  Place.  E.C.,  or  R,  F. 
Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm,  Hasle- 
mere. 


TROUT  FISHING 

TO  LET. 

Half  mile,  near  Andover,  Hants,  with  six 
room  Cottage  if  required.  Rent :  £20 
Fishing,  and  £10  Cottage. — Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


TROUT  FISHING 

FOR  SAUE. 

About  2,000  yards,  near  Andover,  Hants, 
with  House,  Mill,  and  15  acres  Water 
Meadows.  Price  £2,250.  • —  Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


SALMON  ANGLING, 


GALWAY. 


Prospectus  and  Rules  now  ready. 
Catch  last  season,  1,575.  Season  Rod. 
February  to  September,  60  guineas 
Lesser  periods  by  scale. 

Apply — 

W.  N.  MILNE,  Fishery  Office,  Galway 


No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.25  each. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


With  more  or  less  frequency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  Chisel, 
or  Screv»  Driver,  and  this  outfit  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  being  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocket 
Book,  41  X  3J  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carrying 
in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  foi 
nmiediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office.  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile;  on 
the  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  around  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  flrmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  in  a  second. 

snt  post  free  for  money  order  for  10s.  to  any 
'  Iress  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

J.  ULERY,  9w,  Warren  St.,  New  York  City 


-vac 


RISK  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FISHING. 

MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

66,  Lower  Sackville  Street,  Dublin, 

have  now  in  stocJf  the  highest  quality 
of  Salmon  Rods,  Flies,  Taclsle,  &c.,  for 
Irish  Rivers. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to  inspect  them, 
and  write  for  Price  List. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 

RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FRERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


TROUT  FISHING 

ONE    ROD    TO  LET 

ON 

RIVER  RIB,  ESSEX. 

For  particulars  apply  to  D.  M.  Hdmby, 
88,  Newgate  Street,  London. 


TO  1L.ET. 
1i  Miles  of  Splenditl 

TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  River  Test. 

Apply— 

C.  MINTRIM,  Estate  Agent, 

Romsey,  Hants. 


Quantity  of 


PEIGOGKTHILFEIITHEBS 

from  English-grown  birds 
preferred. 


JAMES  OGDEN, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  CHELTENHAM, 


o- 3EI  BO- X.  XI  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin 
The  Trade  snpplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T, 
PICKERSQILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


last  your  Eye  on  this! 

 , 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  worhl,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  gd.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  nia(;niftcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  e<|iial. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE~&  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OIVIAGH.  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  Nedical  Examination  required. 

Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

NSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  casualty  Insurance  Compant,  Ltd.,  I 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man  j 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted)  1 
who  shall  hiappen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  deatii  ] 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  fot  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she  j 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying* 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  , 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at,  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  miestion  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  Wher  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provi<ii)fl  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  pai  er  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  pul)lication. 

Si^gned  


Address:  

The  due  ful&lment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CAsrALTT 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  PIsca, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


NORTH  WALES. 


FURNISHED  APARTMENTS 

WITH  OB  WITHOUT  BOABD. 

Beautiful  scenery;  good  walks;  splendid 
River  and  Lake  Fishing,  Cwmbycium 
Lakes  and  Artro  River. — Apply  to 
Mes.  j.  E.  HUMPHREYS, 
Gwynfryn  House,  Llanbedr,  R.S.O., 
Merionethshire. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
R.  D.  M. — No  licence  is  required  to  fish  the  River 
Thames. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


STAINING  GUT. 

Deab  Sir, — Beine  interested  like  your  corre- 
spondent "  Ink  and  Water  "  in  this  subject,  perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  a  dye  which  I  have 
found  to  produce  a  usefiil  neutral  pale  tint.  It  is 
simply  some  leaves,  or  husks  enclosing  the  seed,  of 
the  walnut  tree  infused  in  boiling  water,  or  boiled 
if  wanted  strong.  This  dye  produces  a  tint 
between  olive  and  grey,  and  seems  to  be  at  least  as 
permanent  as  the  gut  itself. 

To  regulate  the  depth  of  the  stain  I  usually  try 
some  of  the  ravelled  ends  of  a  gut  hank,  noting  the 
time  of  immersion,  and  thus  securing  the  result 
wished  for. 

The  stain  acts  more  quickly  if  warm.  With  all 
stains  or  dyes  it  is  necessary  to  experiment,  and  I 
have  found  that  if  one  uses  dichroic  ink,  gut  stained 
to  an  apparently  nice  pale  grey  may  become  a  good 
deal  darker  under  exposure  to  light. 

I  have  not  found  the  walnut  infusion  to  damage 
the  gut,  but  I  rather  distrust  ink  because  of  its 
corrosive  action  upon  steel  pens,  notwithstanding 
that  it  does  not  Peem  to  a£fect  the  animal  matter 
of  a  quill  pen.  Ink  being  used  very  weak  would, 
however,  be  less  open  to  objection. 

I  got  some  unbleached  gut  from  Messrs.  Hardy 
lately,  which  quite  bears  out  your  observations  on 
the  article.  It  takes  staining  well,  and  the  usable 
parts  of  each  strand  are  very  strong;  but  in  the 
hank  which  I  have  these  strong  lengths  are  rather 
short  for  working  up  into  casting  lines.  Doubtless 
unbleached  casts  made  up  can  be  eventually 
supplied  by  tackle  dealers. — Yours  truly, 

Veytaux,  Switzerland.  Benwyan. 

P.S. — Have  heard  of  no  fishing  here  lately ;  too 
much  frost  and  snow. 

[I  agree  with  "  Benwyan"  that  chemical  dyes  are 
rather  dangerous  things  to  use  on  gut,  and 
vegetable  much  safer  if  they  can  be  got  to  stand 
the  action  of  water  and  sun. — Ed.]  , 


UNBLEACHED  GUT. 

Deab  Sir, — In  your  very  interesting  notice  of 
Messrs.  Ailcock's  Exhibition  re  unbleached  gut  you 
suggest  that  the  exhibitors  should  carry  out  some 
experiments.  It  is  probable  that  the  use  of  the 
unbleached  gut  in  practical  angling  would  prove 
the  best  of  all  experiments,  and  I  would  suggest, 
for  the  consideration  of  Messrs.  Allcock  and  your- 
oelf,  that  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 
fishermen  of  trymg  the  natural  gut.  As  Messrs. 
Allcock  are  wholesale  dealers,  I  expect  trade 
etiquette  prevents  them  "selling  direct  to  the 
consumer,  but  in  this  case  would  it  not  be 
feasible  for  them  to  supply  through  your  office, 
and  at  ordinary  retail  prices,  small  sample 
quantities  of  the  different  sizes  of  gut.  and 
if  nothing  but  the  longer  lengths  were  supplied  it 
would  simplify  the  work  of  distribution.  In  my 
own  case  I  require  gut  for  trout  fishing  only,  and 
Refina  and  three  sizes  of  drawn  gut  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  my  requirements.  I  would  be  pleased  to 
purchase  five  to  ten  shillings'  worth,  and  I  am  certain 
if  the  opportunity  arises  that  a  great  number  of 
otbor  fishermen  will  avail  themselves  of  it.  Every 
parchaser  would  thus  become  an  experimenter,  and 
their  reports  would  afTord  reliable  data  on  which  to 
draw  your  conclusions  as  to  the  comparative  merits 
of  bleached  and  unbleached  gut. — Yours  truly, 

Arro. 

[Sorry  we  could  not  undertake  to  supply  the 
unbleached  gut  as  suggested  by  "  Arro,"  nor  would 
Messrs.  Allcock,  who  are  wholesale  only,  fall  in  with 
the  suggestion.  But  I  feel  sure  they  will  be  willing 
to  make  up  small  lots  of  unbleached  gut,  both  fine 
trout  and  strong  salmon,  and  then  any  angler  conid 
get  some  through  their  fi.shing  tackle  maker.  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy  showed  me  some  wonderfully  long  and 
strong  gut  the  other  day,  which  I  think  he  said 
eame  from  Italy.  I  hope  that  he  will  be  able  to  put 
it  on  the  market. — Ed.] 


"SIMPLE  DYES  FOR  GUT." 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Ink  and  Water,"  I 
wish  to  say  that  after  reading  the  article  under  the 
above  heading  in  your  paper,  I  got  a  packet  of 
green  dye.  I  opened  the  baz  and  took  out  about 
one-third  of  the  contents.  This  I  put  into  a  1  lb. 
jam  jar,  covered  it  with  boiling  water,  and  stirred 
until  dissolved  :  I  then  added  cold  water  until  luke- 
warm, and  placed  nine  casts,  from  one  to  three 


yards  in  length,  also  four  dozen  hooks  to  gut,  in 
loops  as  when  bought,  into  the  jar,  keeping  the  gut 
below  the  surface  with  a  piece  of  wood  placed 
cro^sways  in  the  jar.  After  twenty-four  hours  I 
took  them  out  of  the  dye  and  placed  in  one  hundred 
yards  of  silk  line,  which  came  out  equally  as  good 
as  a  green  line  T  had  bought  a  few  days  before.  I 
have  since  used  gut  and  line,  and  find  the  dye 
perfectly  fast. — Yours  truly,  Sam  Nelson. 

Liverpool. 


WHAT  IS  ROCK  SALMON  1 

DE.A.R  Sir, — In  answer  to  some  of  your  corre- 
spondents I  may  say  that  the  "  rock  salmon  "  of 
the  north  is  frequently  the  catfish  and  the  coalfish 
skinned. 

The  "  kabeljauws,"  or  "  callejouws,"  is  a  sea  fish 
like  a  haddock,  but  with  more  taper  in  the  body. 
I  have  caught  them  in  the  bays  around  the  coast 
of  South  Africa,  also  in  Patagonia,  and  have  seen 
them  for  sale  in  Hamburg. — Yours  truly, 

FoBSTER  Hardy. 

MAHSEER,  SHARKS'  EGGS,  AND  ROCK 
SALMON. 

Deab  Sfr,  —  The  conundrums  propounded  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Brooke  in  a  recent  communication  are 
not  very  difiicult  of  solution. 

First,  as  to  the  mahseer.  The  family  affinities  of 
this  fine  sporting  fish  are  as  follows:  Family, 
CyprinidcB ;  sub-family,  Cyprinince ;  genus.  Bar- 
bug ;  sub-genus,  Barhodes ;  species,  Barbus  Tor — 
vide  Thomas'  "  The  Rod  in  India,"  at  page  24. 
The  author,  who  is  probably  the  best  practical 
authority  on  the  subject,  says  (page  52) :  "  To 
anyone  with  an  eye  for  fish,  a  single  glance  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  mahseer  is  a  carp." 

Next,  as  to  young  sharks  being  found  alive 
within  the  body  of  the  mother.  Many,  if  not  most, 
of  the  shark  family  are  viviparous,  and  if  the 
mother  shark  is  opened  when  the  young  are  ap- 
proaching the  time  for  their  birth,  they  may  be 
found  within  her  in  such  a  state  of  growth  that 
they  are  quite  capable  of  swimming  about  and 
taking  care  of  themselves.  They  are  not,  however, 
found  in  the  stomach,  but  in  another  compartment ; 
for  the  shark,  as  other  vertebrates  is  constructed 
like  a  railway  coach,  in  several  compartments — not 
like  a  tramcar,  with  only  one. 

And  thirdly,  the  fish  named  "rock  salmon"  for 
commercial  piirposes  is  the  cat-fish  or  wolf-fish 
(Anarrhicas  lupus),  which  belongs  to  the  family  of 
the  blennies.  In  order  to  avoid  frightening  away 
customers,  the  head,  which  has  a  most  forbidding 
appearance,  is  removed  before  the  fish  is  laid  on 
the  slab  for  sale ;  but  the  flesh  of  the  body  is  white, 
firm,  and  delicate.  There  is  some  ground  for  the 
belief  that  it  occasionally  makes  its  appearance  on 
the  menus  of  fashionable  restaurants  under  the 
disguise  of  filets  de  sole  au  gratin. — Yours  faithfully, 

C.  O.  MiNCHIN. 


JONES'  WATERPROOF  COMPOSITION. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
be  good  enough  to  say  where  I  can  get  a  prepara- 
tion known  as  "  .Tones'  Waterproof  Composition  " 
for  fishing  boots  ?  It  is  the  best  thing  I  ever  had 
for  this  purpose,  but  I  cannot  find  out  where  to 
buy  it.  Ten  years  ago  it  u-'ed  to  be  shown  at 
agricultural  shows  in  the  Midlands,  and  was  in 
great  repute  with  gamekeepers  and  anglers.  I 
wonder  if  it  is  still  on  the  market. — Yours  truly, 

Holland's  Fancy. 


POLISHING  AND  PRESERVING  BROWN 
LEATHER. 

Dear  Sib,— I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
give  mo  a  good  "  home-made  "  receipt  of  a  paste  or 
fluid  for  polishing  and  preserving  brown  leather  ? — 
Yours  truly,  W.  E.  J. 

[There  are  many  kinds  of  brown  cream  on  the 
market,  but  they  will  undoubtedly  darken  some- 
what any  brown  leather.  If  it  is  merely  a  question 
of  waterproofing  and  preserving  leather,  and  keep- 
ing it  soft  and  pliable.  Mars  Oil  is  excellent  for  that 
purpose. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  SOUTH  UIST. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  will  give  me  any  information, 
through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  regard- 
ing the  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  in  South  Uist, 
and  more  especially  on  the  waters  attached  to  Loch 
Boisdale  Hotel. — Yours  truly,  J.  F.  G. 


A  SUGGESTION. 

Dear  Sib. — May  I  explain  that  my  suggestion  to 
print  (monthly)  the  names  of  the  chief  rivers  which 
are  **  good  "  in  that  month  applied  only  to  salmon 
fishing.    There  are  early  and  late  rivers,  and  there 

( 


are  months  in  every  river  when  it  i^  useless  to  fish, 
no  matter  what  the  weather  may  be.  Now  I  com- 
plain that  this  important  information  cannot,  as  a 
rule,  be  got  without  very  trying  and  expensive 
experience. 

For  instance,  look  at  the  "  Angler's  Diary  " — a 
mine  of  valuabl  1  information — pages  aro  devoted 
to  the  Usk  and  Wye,  but  not  a  word  as  to  when 
these  rivers  are  at  their  best — spring  or  autumn. 
The  Irish  rivars,  again,  where  can  I  find  (what,  alas  ! 
I  now  know)  the  almost  hopeless  months  on  the 
Moy,  on  the  Mourne,  on  the  Slaney,  on  Lough  Conn, 
etc.  For  Scotland,  the  useful  "  Sportsman's  Guide" 
does  give  some  important  information  on  such 
points,  but  not  for  all  the  rivers.  Every  year  I  see 
advertisements,  in  the  public  Press,  of  rivers  to  let 
for  certain  months  which  I  (now)  know  to  be  very 
poor  months  indeed — in  any  weather  or  water — -"for 
weather  and  water  will  not  change  kelts  into  clean 
fish. 

You,  Mr.  Editor,  could  no  doubt  give  us  the 
"good"  salmon  months  on  every  river  in  the 
country.  I  merely  plead  that  such  very  valuable 
knowledge  should  not  remain  locked  away  in  your 
own  breast. — Yours  truly,  J.  B. 

[I  fear  I  have  lost  the  key  !  Anyway,  when  I 
want  to  go  to  some  new  river,  or,  rather,  rivor  new 
to  me,  I  always  consult  the  local  fishing  authorities, 
such  as  secretaries  of  clubs  and  associations  and 
fishing  tackle  makers.  So  much  depends  on  the 
part  of  the  river  you  are  going  to  fish — the  seasons 
vary,  and  the  amount  of  water  coming  down  varies. 
It  is  not  wise  to  rely  on  any  general  rules. — Ed.] 


SOME  QUESTIONS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  in  your  next  issue  be  good 
enough  to  lighten  my  darkness  on  the  following 
points  with  regard  to  fishing  for  brown  and  white 
trout  in  a  tidal  river  with  moderate  current.  The 
trout  are  about  half  brown  and  half  white  in 
numbers,  and  the  river  tidal  for  about  three  or 
four  miles,  its  width  varies  from  150  to,  say,  300 
yards,  and  its  banks,  or  shores,  rather,  for  there 
are  no  banks  save  at  high  tide,  mostly  long  stretches 
,  of  sand  and  occasionally  shingle  : — 

1.  Does  the  maxim  "fish  up  stream"  hold  on  a 
river  such  as  the  above  as  firmly  as  on  a  small 
stream  ? 

2.  With  regard  to  white  trout — if  it  be  true  that 
they  move  with  the  tides,  would  it  not  follow  that 
one  should  fish  at  the  mouth  at  low  water,  and 
farther  inland  when  the  tide  is  half  full  or  more  ? 

3.  What  state  of  tide — my  time  for  fishing  is 
limited — is  most  generally  best  for  fishing  such  a 
river  ? 

4.  Is  there  any  difference  between  fishing  at  spring 
and  neap  tides  or  morning  and  evening  ? 

5.  Will  hooks  varying  in  size  from  No.  2  to  No.  5 
according  to  weather  and  water  be  sufficient  ? 

6.  In  Mr.  Tod's  book  on  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing  "  he 
says  he  breaks  the  neck  of  the  trout  in  the  net 
before  unhooking.  How  is  this  done  ?  Would 
piercing  the  brain  of  the  trout  with,  say,  a  lady's 
hat-pin  not  be  an  easy  and  humane  method  ? 

7.  Is  rapid  casting  with  a  short  line  to  be  preferred 
to  swimming  the  flies  with  fewer  and  longer  casts  ? 

Your  kind  advice  on  the  above  points  will  be 
much  appreciated  by  yours  truly,  Enquirer. 

[Tidal  fishing  varies  very  much  in  different 
localities,  and  '•  Enquirer"  will  do  well  to  ask  local 
anglers.  Unless  he  is  dry-fly  fishing,  "Enquirer" 
will  probably  do  well  to  cast  across  and  let  the  fly 
come  down  and  round  with  the  stream.  As  a  rule, 
the  sea  trout  stop  in  the  pools  at  the  top  of  the 
tide,  they  want  to  get  on  up,  and  if  there  is  enough 
water  will  take  at  any  state  of  the  tide ;  but  thf> 
best  plan  is  to  fish  where  they  are  seen  to  rise  and 
jump.  Size  of  hook  depends  on  size  of  the  sea- trout, 
but  one  rarely  wants  anything  larger  than  an  inch 
in  length,  and  a  small  Silver  Doctor  is  as  good  a  fly 
as  can  bo  used.  Mr.  Tod  doubtless  holds  the  trout 
in  his  left  hand,  puts  his  thumb  down  the  fish's 
throat,  presses  the  inside  of  the  thumb  against  the 
roof  of  the  mouth,  quickly  bands  back  the  head 
towards  the  back  fin,  and  so  breaks  the  spine  just 
behind  the  head,  which,  of  course,  instantly  kills 
the  fish.  The  inconvenience  is  that  the  trout  has 
teeth,  and  the  bigger  the  fish  the  bigger  they  are — 
still  they  don't  hurt  much.  I  have  killed  hundreds 
that  way,  especially  when  wading.  In  Hampshire, 
where  our  trout  are  a  bit  too  big  to  treat  in  that 
way,  I  generally  hold  the  fish  with  both  hands  and 
give  it  a  sharp  blow  on  back  end  of  head  against 
my  boot  toe,  or  landing-net  handle,  or  a  rail,  if 
handy.  Fish  should  always  be  killed  at  once,  for 
humane  as  well  as  gustatory  reasons. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Deab  Sir, — Re  the  letter  under  the  above  head 
ing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  17,  I  wish  to 
inform  "  Manxman "  that  he  will  be  wasting  his 
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time  fishing  fresh  water  near  Douglas.  Last  year  I 
had  a  friend,  who  ia  a  postman  at  Douglas,  making 
inquiries  for  me  on  the  matter,  and  after  trying  all 
the  tackle  shops  in  Douglas,  and  making  inquiries 
from  friends  outside,  he  wrote  me  that  there  was 
no  fishing  to  be  had  except  at  the  Nunnery  Grounds, 
at  a  charge,  1  think — as  I  have  mislaid  the  letter — 
of  two  shillings  per  day,  and  then  you  could  only 
fish  a  small  portion  of  it.  Another  place  was 
Santon,  first  station  past  Port  Soderick,  which  he 
was  told  could  be  fished  free,  but  that  the  only  fish 
in  the  river  were  trout,  and  those  so  small  hardly 
worth  the  trouble  of  catching.  After  such  a  favour- 
able report  I  gave  up  the  idea  of  fresh-water 
fi  ^hing,  and  had  my  sport  off  the  pier  at  Douglas 
Head.  I  have  since  been  told  that  there  ia  a 
reservoir  at  Peel,  and  permission  can  be  had  from 
the  commissioners  at  Peel  to  fish  the  same. — Yours 
truly,  Sam  Nelson. 

Liverpool. 


DACE  OR  CHUB  ? 

Dear  Sir, — A  discussion  having  arisen  between 
the  members  of  the  above  society  as  to  whether  the 
fish  herewith  is  a  dace  or  a  chub,  I  have  been 
requested  by  the  committee  to  ask  your  kind  assist- 
ance in  solving  this  problem.    It  was  taken  from 


Mere  I  distinctly  stated  had  been  strictly  preserved 
for  years,  and  after  Captain  Rising ,had  left  Horsey 
Hall  the  fishing  and  shooting  were  advertised  for 
sale,  and  I,  "J.  D.,"  assisted  to  draft  a  letter 
offering  a  price  for  it. .  Sommerton  Broad  used  to 
be  fished  by  a  shilling  ticket,  obtainable  at  Mr. 
Knights,  Bridge  Hotel,  or  from  Mr.  Grapes,  the 
fisherman.  Sommerton  Broad  I  know  changed 
hands  some  years  ago,  but  it  was,  even  in  the  old 
days,  little  good  except  for  rudd  and  roach. — Yours 
truly,  J.  D. 


IS  WASH-LEATHER  INJURIOUS  TO  GUT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  getting  a  cast  case 
to  keep  my  store  of  gut  casts  in,  but  having 
read  in  "  A  Fishing  Catechism,"  by  Colonel  Meysey- 
Thompson,  tha,t  "  waah-leather  ia  injurious  to  gut," 
page  32,  I  should  like  to  know  whether  parchment 
or  vellum  pockets  in  cast  case  are  the  best  in  which 
to  keep  the  gut,  fine  points,  etc.  ?  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  you  will  give  me  your  opinion  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  I  wish  to 
get  a  case  as  soon  as  possible. — Yours  truly, 

Parkstone-on-Sea,  Dorset.  Velldm. 

[After  Colonel  Meysey- Thompson's  letter  in  the 
Field  I  certainly  shall  avoid  wa^h-leathe^  for  gut 
casts — as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  never  use  it.    I  find 


Dace  (Leuciacus  vulgaris)  showing  the  Concave  Anal  Fin. 


Chub  {Leuciscm  cephalus)  showing  the  Convek  Anal  Fm. 


the  club  water  at  Colnbrook ;  we  have  had  many 
such  fish,  and  will  be  glad  to  have  the  question 
definitely  settled.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Ridley,  Hon.  Sec, 

Hounslow  Piscatorial  Society. 

[It  is  a  dace,  unquestionably.  We  give  illustra- 
tions showing  the  difTerence  between  dace  and  chub. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  anal  fin  of  the  chub  is 
convex  and  the  dace  concave  in  shape.— Ed.] 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  NORFOLK  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  H. 
Salinger,  re  my  notes  on  the  above  subject,  I  must 
acknowledge  that  it  is  just  about  three  years  since 
I  visited  Heigham  Sounds  and  Hickling  Broad,  and 
then,  although  Mr.  Boning  had  some  time  previously 
purchased  the  sounds  and  Whitesley,  on  a  lease  or 
outright,  Mr.  Appl"gate,  aen.,  still  had  the  eel 
catching  in  Candler's  Dyke  and  the  fishing  rights 
on  the  waters  mentioned,  and  he  (Mr.  Applegate) 
collected  my  shilling  each  day  on  the  water  from 
the  boat,  his  attendant  was  rowing.  The  question 
is,  therefore,  does  Mr.  Applegate  still  lease  the 
fishing  rights  from  Mr.  Boning  ?  As  to  Hickling, 
one  shilling  per  rod  was  charged  for  all  but  pike 
fishing,  and  for  this  either  two  shillings  or  half-a- 
crown  per  day  was  collected  by  the  keeper,  coming 
to  you  generally  in  a  duck  shooting  boat.  Horsey 


the  cast  cases  with  parchment  pockets  keep  out 
damp. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  heard  a  good  deal  lately 
about  the  trout  fishing  at  Lough  Mask  in  co. 
Galway,  I  would  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  of  your 
readers  who  would  tell  me  if  it  is  worth  while  going 
there  at  Easter ;  what  is  the  best  means  of  reaching 
the  place  from  London ;  where  to  stay  ;  if  there 
are  any  boats  and  boatmen  to  be  had ;  what  are 
the  best  spring  flies  to  be  used,  or  whether  fishing 
is  entirely  done  trolling  ?  Any  information  will  be 
much  appreciated  by, — Yours  truly, 

A  Constant  Reader. 


FISHING  AT  BALA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  R.  G.,"  asking  for  information  of  the  fishing  in 
the  Bala  di-^trict,  he  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
plenty  of  .sport  can  be  got  both  in  the  lake  and 
streams.  The  lake  contains  pike,  perch,  and  trout, 
and  is  free,  boats  at  the  hotel.  Bala  Lake  is  four 
and  a  half  miles  long  (a  small  part  of  the  upper 
end  is  reserved).  The  cost  of  a  weekly  ticket  for 
salmon  and  trout  in  the  River  Dee  is  5S.  No  worm 
fishing  before  April  1  and  after  September  1.  There 
are  also  several  other  streams  where  good  trout 


may  be  caught,  the  best  months  are  June,  July, 
and  August.  The  White  Lion  Hotel  can  be  recom- 
mended for  anglers.  The  railway  to  Festiniog 
starts  at  Bala,  and  one  can  get  to  many  good  fishing 
places  on  this  route.  Trusting  this  information 
may  be  of  use  to  "R.  G." — Yours  truly,    H.  W. 

FISHING  AT  BALA. 

Dear  Sir, — "  R.  G."  will  be  able  to  fish  the  lake 
at  Bala  by  payment  of  6d.  per  day,  boat  extra. 
Perch,  eels,  and  pike,  and  in  May  and  June  trout. 
Tickets  for  two  miles  on  the  River  Trywerin  are 
Is.  per  day.  By  staying  at  the  White  Lion  Hotel 
visitors  have  free  fishing  on  a  preserved  length  of 
three  miles.  I  found  the  trout  ran  to  about  three 
or  four  to  the  pound.  I  heard,  but  never  saw,  any 
1-pounders.  The  fishing  on  Llyn  Trywerin,  about 
six  miles  by  rail  from  Bala,  is  free,  and  the  fish  run 
to  ^Ib.,  but  it  is  necessary  to  wade.  I  was  told  that 
much  better  sport  could  be  had  by  staying  at  the 
inn  at  Llanuwchllyn.  This  is  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Bala,  and  some  seven  or  eight  miles  distant.  I 
should  advise  "  R.  G."  to  sample  this  place  first, 
and  in  any  case  to  take  his  waders. — Yours  trulv, 

B.  M.  S. 

[Will  "  B.  M.  S."  kindly  say  if  the  May  Fly  fishing 
is  any  good  on  Bala  Lake. — Ed.] 

FISHING  FROM  THAMES  WEIRS. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  thinking  of  taking  out  a 
ticket  for  fishing  oft  one  of  the  Thames  weirs,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  the  advantages  (or  dis- 
advantages) ?  And  if  one  has  as  good  a  chance  of 
getting  fish  as  you  would  have  from  a  punt.  Any 
information  will  greatly  oblige, — Yours  truly, 

A.  C.  ; 


TO  DISTINGUISH  SALMON,  SEA-TROUT, 
BROWN  TROUT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  unable  to  get  to  my  water 
for  enow,  the  arrival  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  very 
acceptable,  and  to-day  more  ao  as  you  give  the 
illustrations  by  Mr.  Boulenger  of  the  distinguishing 
number  of  scales  from  the  adipose  fin  to  the  lateral 
line  of  the  salar  and  trutta. 

I  am  sure,  sir,  that  Mr.  Boulenger  and  you  would 
confer  a  boon  on  the  anglers  who  frequent  the 
north  if  you  would  put  in  tabular  form  the  dis- 
tinguishing marks  of  all  the  Salmo  tribe,  as  I  am 
sure  it  would  help  to  solve  many  a  question  in 
some  of  the  lochs  up  here,  and  also  in  the  Outer 
Hebrides,  where  I  feel  sure  that  salar,  eriox,  and 
trutta  are  often  confounded  with  each  other,  more 
especially  in  the  autumn,  aa  the  Badminton  book, 
though  good,  takes  a  'ong  time  to  go  through,  and 
it  would  be  convenien  .  if  there  was  a  table  which 
would  give  Salmo  farv\  Salmo  trutta,  Salmo  eriox, 
Salmo  salar,  and  last- -I  do  not  wish  to  raise  a 
discussion  —  Salmo  /e.  }X,  with  under  each  the 
number  of  rays  in  eacl  fin,  the  number  of  teeth 
and  where  placed,  the  :,cales  from  the  lateral  line 
to  the  adipose  fin,  tho  shape  of  the  head  and 
the  relation  of  size  to  the  rest  of  the  body,  with 
also  the  way  they  usually  play  when  hooked,  and 
the  spots,  etc.,  the  latter  under  a  column  for 
remarks. 

I  feel  sure  that  "you  or  som«i  of  your  readers  will 
supply  this  long  felt  want,  and  you  will  certainly 
confer  a  boon  to  anglers  in  the  north  who  wish  to 
know  what  kind  of  fish  they  get. — Yours  truly,  ■ 

Lairg,  N.B.,  Feb.  18.  H.  J.  Gifford. 

[I  will  do  what  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Gifford  if  it 
is  possible,  but  I  fear  that  there  are  no  distinguish- 
ing marks  of  any  value  betwef  n  some  of  the  fish 
named. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  to  give  "  Midlander  " 
("A  Stream  and  a  Lake  in  Switzerland,"  Jan.  27)  all 
information  he  wants   concerning  Lac  S'Arnon 
and  Lac  des  Chavonnes. — Yours  truly. 
La  Villa,  Ouchy,  M.  Auckknthaler. 

Switzerland. 


ALUMINIUM  SPINNING-FLIGHT  BOX 
WANTED— ALSO  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  where 
I  can  buy  an  aluminium  flight  box  ?  I  think  it 
would  be  very  light,  and  would  not  rust.  I  should 
think  if  one  was  put  on  the  market  it  would  have 
a  good  sale.  Further,  can  any  of  your  many  readers 
tell  me  where  I  can  get  some  good  coarse  fishing  as 
a  paying  guest,  all  found,  within,  say,  fifty  miles  of. 
London  for  an  occasional  week  T  Thanking  you  in- 
anticipation. — Yours  faithfully,)      C.  H.  Evans. 

Victoria  Villa,  Welling,  Kent. 

(Several  letters  cure  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishixo  gazette  is -published  every  Saturday  and  can  he 
obtained  at  >Iessrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  K.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  JIarston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Thk  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishinq  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10«.  M. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  Including  postage   12«.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   —      15  0 

Small  advertisemeiits  5«.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advektisembst  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  muit  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  o 
Wedri^sdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  DAWLEX,  Ijondon.' 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


Five  to  ten  minutes  will  produce  a  deep  black.- 
Dry  in  the  air. 

•P.S. — I  was  elected  president  of  the  California 
Anglers'  Association  at  the  annual  meeting  held'on 
Feb.  5,  1906.  Our  association  is  one  year  old, 
with  a  membership  of  about  200." 

Is  "  Rock  Salmon  "  Catfish  ? 

The  editor  of  the  Inventor  s  Journal  says: — 
"A  correspondent  asks  our  always  interesting 
contemporary,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  what  is  the 
proper  name  of  the  fish  called  '  rock  salmon,'  and 
the  editor  supposes  that  it  is  probably  a  '  bass  or 
salmon  bass.'  However  that  may  be,  and  we  con- 
fess our  acquaintance  with  the  bass  genus  is 
limited,  we  do  know  that  the  name  '  rock  salmon  '- 
a  euphemism  invented  by  the  fishmongers  to 
enable  them  to  dispose  of  the  tolerably  palatable 
fish  commonly  known  as  '  catfish,'  but  unsaleable 
under  that  name." 


SATUEDAY,  MARCH  3,  1906. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


arrange  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  president  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Scotch  Bill,  as  introduced  by  the  Marquis  of 
Linlithgow,  was  submitted  for  further  consideration, 
and  it  was  directed  that  arrangements  should  bo 
made  to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to 
urge  him  to  reintroduce  the  Bill  into  the  House  of 
Lords  during  this  session. 

Irish  Bill.— Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr  called  atten- 
tion to  the  great  injury  that  was  being  done  by  the 
use  of  drift-nets  in  the  open  sea.  A  sub-committee 
was  appointed  to  obtain  statistics  a.s  to  the  number 
of  drift-nets  used  and  the  damage  done  by  them, 
I  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  next  meeting.  Subject 
to  the  inclusion  of  amendments  dealing  with  drift- 
nets  and  regulations  for  fishing  for  eels,  the  Irish 
Draft  Bill  was  approved,  and  directions  given  for  a 
deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Irish  Secretary  to  urge 
him  to  introduce  the  Bill  into  the  House  this 
session. 


To  Take  the  Curl  Out  of  a  Salmon  Gut  Cast. 

I  was  getting  a  couple  of  casts  ready  for  my 
wife  and  self  to  have  a  try  for  a  Tay  salmon 
and  could  not  get  the  curl  out.  There  is  nothing  I 
dislike  more  than  seeing  the  cast  fall  on  the  water 
like  a  corkscrew,  and  with  stiff  salmon  gut  it  takes 
long  time  to  soften  the  gut  when  fishing.  My 
plan,  for  want  of  knowing  a  better,  is  to  soak  the 
cast  in  warm  water  for  ten  minutes,  and  then  hang 
the  gut  all  night  with  a  weight  on  it.  At  the 
moment  of  writing,  two  salmon  reels  are  suspended 
at  the  ends  of  two  salmon  casts  which  have  been 
previously  soaked,  and  to-morrow  they  -will  be  as 
straight  as  a  line  can  be,  with  all  the  curl  taken 
out,  and  far  more  pleasant  to  fish  with.  Any 
length  of  cast  can  be  straightened  in  this  way  by 
using  two  nails  and  carrying  the  cast  from  one  to 
the  other,  5ft.  or  6ft.  apart,  and  then  attaching  the 
weight  to  the  bit  that  hangs  perpendicularly. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


SALMON    AND  TEOUT 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  late  Mr.  David  Wilson. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Oub  on  Thursday,  Feb.  22,  Dr.  Orton 
proposed  and  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skuea  seconded  the 
following  resolution : — "That  this  committee  desires 
to  place  on  record  its  deep  sorrow  at  the  death 
of  David  Wilson,  for  many  years  the  secretary 
and  backbone  of  the  club,  and  requests  the  hon. 
treasurer  to  convey  their  expression  of  the  same  to 
Mr.  Wilson's  family  and  relations."  The  resoluM"" 
was  carried  unanimously. 

By  the  way,  it  was  a  slip  on  my  part,  as  Mr 
Senior  kindly  reminds  me,  to  refer  to  Mr.  David 
Wilson  as  our  first  secretary,  as  Mr.  M.  Burnett 
acted  as  hon.  secretary  for  some  time  soon  after  the 
formation  of  the  club,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor  also 
kindly  a.ssisted  in  that  capacity  for  a  short  period. 


Dyeing  Gut. 

Out  of  respect  for  the  president  of  the  California 
Anglers'  Association,  I  publish  his  letter  on  dyeing 
gut,  but  I  hope  nobody  who  has  any  respect  for 
his  gut  will  ever  think  of  boiling  it !  or  putting  it 
into  anything  but  "  lukewarm  "  water.  Sulphate 
of  iron  is  also  not  to  be  recommended  for  dyeing 
gut.  The  effect  of  dyeing  gut  so  strongly  is  to 
make  it  opaque,  and  you  might  as  well  use  fine 
wire  or  gimp.  Here  is  Mr.  James  Watt's  letter: — 
•'San  Francisco,  Feb.  10. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Noticing  an  article  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette  on  the  subject  of  dyeing  gut,  I  submit  the 
following  method  of  obtaining  the  shades  from  a 
mist  U>  a  deep  black.  By  this  method  the  dyeing 
takes  plac3  in  the  substance  of  the  gut,  conse- 
quently it  will  not  lose  its  colour. 

"  Boil  the  gut  for  five  minutes  in  a  one  per  cent, 
watery  solution  of  tannic  acid,  remove  and  wipe 
dry  with  a  towel,  then  place  the  gut  in  a  boiling 
watery  solution  of  one  per  cent,  sulphate  of  iron, 
and  remove  when  the  desired  colour  is  obtained. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  Salmon 
and  Trout  Association,  present,  the  Duke  of  Aber- 
corn  in  the  chair,  Lord  Desborough,  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Sir  Robert  D.  Moncreiffe, 
Sir  Shirley  H.  Salt,  Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  E. 
Stafford  Howard,  C.B.,  Colonel  R.  F.  Meysey- 
Thompson,  and  others.  Letters  of  regret  were 
received  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh,  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  Sir  Charles  Petrie,  the 
Maclaine  of  Lochbuie,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  J.  Garvey,  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Prety- 
man.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon,  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  and  Major  J.  R 
Eraser  were  elected  vice-presidents,  and  Mr.  P.  D 
Malloch,  of  Perth,  a  member. 

Drafts  of  bills  for  the  amendment  of  the 
English  salmon  laws  were  submitted  in  two  parts 
by  the  parliamentary  and  legal  advisory  com- 
mittee. Mr.  E.  Stafford  Howard  stated  that 
Bill  I.  was  to  enable  provisional  orders  to  be  made 
for  regulating  the  salmon  and  freshwater  fisheries, 
the  drafts  of  which  had  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Provision  was  made 
enabling  conservators,  etc.,  to  erect  and  work  fixed 
engines. 

Lord  Desborough,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cook, 
moved : — 

That  the  proposal  to  introduce  fixed  engines  in 
English  waters  having  been  already  negatived 
by  the  council,  the  new  English  Salmon  Bill 
be  referred  back  to  the  Parliamentary  Com 
mittce  to  report  whether  the  clause  enabling 
conservators  (subject  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture)  to  set  up  fixed  engines 
in  fresh  water  and  salt  can  be  amended  to 
bring  it  into  accord  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries — 
which,  after  discussion,  was  lost,  and  the  Bill  was 
then  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried.    Part  II.  of 
the  Bill  was  then  considered,  which,  subject  to  the 
provisions  in  Part  I.,  has  been  prepared  upon  the 
lines  of  the  recommendations  of  'the  Royal  Com- 
mission.   The  meeting  generally  approved  of  the 
draft  of  the  Bill,  and  referred  it  to  a  small  sub- 
committee to  settle  some  of  the  provisions,  Mr. 
Stafford  Howard,  Mr.  Willis  Btmd,  and  Major 
Travers,  and  directed  that  the  hon.  secretary 


THE  SEASON  IN  THE  NOETH. 

With  the  advent  of  March  comes  the  opening 
of  the  brown  trout  season  all  over  Scotland,  when 
the  angling  season  in  Scotland  may  at  last  be  said 
to  be  in  full  swing.  The  first  of  the  salmon  rivers 
opened  in  the  early  weeks  of  January,  when  on 
the  Thurso,  Helmsdale,  etc.,  and  the  mighty  Tay 
system  operations  were  begun,  and  since  then 
batches  of  rivers  have  been  coming  into  line  till 
the  other  day  when  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  some 
Solway  streams  were  thrown  open  after  the  legal 
closure  of  the  off  season. 

The  success  of  the  salmon  season  has  been  quite, 
phenomenal  where  weather  conditions ,  have  been 
in  the  least  favourable.  In  fact,  wherever  and 
whenever  a.  line  could  be  got  out  for  either  flood 
or  ice  fish  have  been  found  in  abundance  of 
excellent  quality  and  splendid  weights.  The  worst 
of  the  season  as  yet  has  been  a  protracted  snow- 
storm accompanied  by  overnight  frosts,  which  has 
prevailed  all  through  February,,  and  still  holds 
some  highland  streams  like  the  Beauly  in  its 
adamantine  grip.  Even  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Spey 
are  running  at  their  lowest  frozen  level,  while 
their  banks  are  piled  high  with  ice  and  snow,  which 
will  get  a  "sudden  scare"  when  once  the  fresh 
sets  in.  That  there  are  indications  of  this  devoutly 
to  be  wished  for  state  of  matters  in  the  air  is 
evidenced,  and  if  weather  prophets  are  to  be" 
trusted  March  is  to  be  a  wet  month.- 

On  the  Spey  Lord  Berkeley  Paget's  party,  who 
are  at  the  Gordon  Arms,, Fochabers,  are  having  a 
very  good  time  of  it  Some  well-known  sportsmen 
are  among  them,  includmg  Sir  John  Cotterell,  the 
Hon.  Arthur  Coventry,  General  Home,  Captain 
Wood,  D.S.O.,  Mr.  Hay- Wood,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Menzies. 

The  Dee  has  also  done  exceedingly  well  since  the 
opening,  the  best  fished  section  being  the  King- 
causie  near  the  mouth,  where  thirty-one  fish  were 
got  in  three  days  or  so  by  Professor  Cash  and  Miss 
Fortescue  ;  on  the  Banchory  water,  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Laing  had  twenty-five  in  the  same  time  ;  and 
on  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches,  where,  in 
some  four  miles  of  water.  Sir  Henry  Meredith, 
Lord  Garrioch,  Colonel  Edis,  Mr.  J.  R.  C.  Deverell, 
and  Messrs.  King  and  Hare  divided  something  like 
forty  fish  among  them  in  the  opening  week,  while 
one  of  the  best  sections  was  unfished.  There  has 
been  more  curling  than  fishing  since  then,  and  not 
a  few  anglers  from  the  south,  frozen  off  the  river, 
have  been  putting  in  their  enforced  leisure  at  the 
"roaring  game." 

Although  a  slight  check  has  occurred  through 
the  hardening  of  the  weather,  yet  the  chances 
have  passed  into  a  dead  certainty  that  this  will  be 
the  best  salmon  spring  angling  experienced  for 
fourteen  years  back — not  on  one  river  alone,  but 
all  over  the  country. 

The  fly  is  dividing  the  honours  with  the  gudgeon 
and  other  spinning  baits,  but  on  most  waters  the 
fly  is  at  all  times  preferred,  4-0  and  5-0  being  as 
yet  the  common  sizes,  although  in  floods  as  high 
as  6-0  and  7-0  have  been  in  demand. 

The  brown  trotrt  season  promises  admirably 
well,  although  April  is  perhaps  the  favourite 
month  on  the  early  parts  of  the  Don,  Deveron, 
and  such  like  excellent  trouting  streams,  yet 
splendid  sport  and  fairly  well  conditioned  fish  are 
to  be  had  on  a  breezy  March  day  to  the  largest 
March  Browns,  Hare's  Ears,  and  kindred  lures, 
and  being  the  first  off-go  of  the  season,  the  outings 
are  all  the  more  enjoyed.  G.  M. 
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BUEN  TEOUT  FISHING  IN  WEST 
DONEGAL. 


It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  a  blas^,  angler 
will  travel  to  Co.  Donegal  especially  to  indulge  in 
burn  trout  fishing;  but  it  often  occurs  that  a 
man's  holiday  is  fixed  for  a  certain  date,  and  that 
on  that  date  the  condition  of  the  water — or  wind, 
or  something  or  other— is  all  against  successful 
salmon  or  sea-trout  fishing.  Moreover,  a  holiday 
may  occur  when  these  latter  fish  are  not  in  the 
rivers  at  all,  which  is  the  case  at  this  time  of  the 
year  with  most  of  the  Donegal  rivers ;  and  if  one 
must  fish  (and  it  is  hard  lines  on  an  angler  when 
he  cannot),  then  the  brown  trout  may  bo  soueht 
after  in  lough  and  stream,  and  he  is  foolish,  indeed, 
who  does  not  give  a  fair  share  of  his  time  to  the 
stream. 

Personally,  I  am  awfully  fond  of  burn  trout 
fishing ;  I  love  to  wander  along  the  banks  of 
these 

Shallow  rivers. 
To  whose  falls,  melodious  birds  sing  madrigals — 

and  time  and  often  I  have  chosen  the  burn  when 
river  and  lake  close  by  have  been  available,  and 
the  conditions  for  salmon  or  sea-trout  fishing 
favourable— chosen  it  from  sheer  love  of  little 
rivers.  The  majesty  of  a  good  salmon  pool  and 
the  sight  of  salar's  silvery  form  dripping  and 
glistening  in  the  light  as  he  takes  a  leap  for  liberty 
are  very  dear  to  the  fisherman  ;  but  it  is  the  little 
things  of  hfe  that  we  really  love,  and  so  it  is  with 
little  rivers.  True,  one's  quarry  seldom  reaches 
any  particular  size,  but  it  requires  no  little  skill 
and  patience  to  fish  some  of  these  burns;  and  I 
know  of  no  living  creature  better  calculated  to 
take  the  conceit  out  of  a  man  than  a  three-ounce 
or  four-ounce  burn  trout!  Of  course,  the  lure 
used  is  the  artificial  fly. 

In  some  parts  of  Donegal  one  m-'y  travel  for 
miles  and  see  nothing  but  rugged  mountain  sides 
and  brown  bog-land,  but  there  are  other  districts 
in  which  may  be  found  some  charming  burns, 
flowing  through  well-wooded  valleys,  and  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  delightful  scenery.  Several 
such  are  met  with  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milford 
and  Ivilmacrenan,  notably  the  Lough  Keel  burn 
and  the  Lurgy  river ;  and  one,  the  Derrydruel,  is 
included  in  tae  Rosses  Fishery.  But  I  think  the 
prettiest  of  these  little  rivers  are  situated  in  the 
neighbouihood  of  the  Glenties  and  Ardara  ;  and 
those  presently  referred  to  are  but  tj^iical  of 
several  others  available.  And  be  it  further  noted, 
that  although  the  brown  trout  from  these  burns 
average  three  or  even  four  to  the  pound,  there  are 
certain  lengths  of  water  from  which  half-pounders, 
and  an  occasional  bigger  fish,  can  be  captured, 
especially  in  the  early  spring-time.  In  the  back- 
end  of  the  season  also  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fasten  into  a  sea-trout,  and  when  this  is  the  case 
your  fine  tackle  and  your  skill  are  tested  to  the 
uttermost  before  the  lid  of  the  creel  creaks  a 
welcome  to  the  captive. 

Glenties  is  the  terminus  of  a  branch  of  the 
Donegal  light  railway,  and  if  you  are  staying  in 
this  district  you  %vill  find  O'Donnell's  hotel  very 
comfortable  and  the  charges  moderate.  The 
Glenties  is  not  an  important  angling  centre,  but 
there  is  fishing  to  be  had,  as  is  the  case  throughout 
Co.  Donegal.  If  you  are  fishing  at  Ardara,  or  at 
the  Rosses,  spare  a  day  for  Glenties  and  take  a 
turn  up  the  Glenties  stream ;  you  will  not  regret 
the  time  so  spent.  This  is  one  of  the  little  rivers 
that  I  have  fallen  in  love  with.  It  rises  amidst 
the  townland  of  Meenaleenaghan  and  flows  to 
Glenties  in  about  eight  miles,  joining  the  Owenea 
about  half  a  mile  below  the  village.  It  is  an 
important  tributary  to  the  Owenea,  and  from  July 
onward  sea-trout  run  into  it,  and  a  few  salmon 
are  captured  from  the  bigger  pools.  The  fishing — 
for  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout — is  free. 
The  upper  lengths  are  known  as  the  Stracashel  river 
— which,  indeed,  is  the  correct  name  for  the  whole  of 
the  stream— the  lower  lengths  as  the  Black  river; 
but  the  popular  name  in  the  locality  for  this 
charming  water  is  the  Glenties  river. 

For  about  three  miles  it  tumbles  among  the 
iTioiintain.s,  and  then  falls  into  a  wide  flat  valley 
framed  in  brown  rugged  hillside.  Here  it  pursues 
a  sinuous  course  for  about  one  and  a  half  miles, 
and  in  places  the  current  is  hardly  perceptible. 
And  here  the  water  is  deep  and  the  pools  weedy 
and  reed-fringed,  with  the  inevitable  result  that 
the  trout  wax  fat  and  strong.    Local  tradition  has 
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On  the  Glenties  Stream  :  an  Anxious  Moment. 


On  the  Owentocker:  a  likely  Pool  fob  a  Good  Fish. 
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it  that  fish  up  to  21b.  and  31b.  have  their  home 
in  these  pools;  and  really  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt 
it.  At  any  rate,  short,  thick  half-pounders  are 
plentiful.  And  they  take  a  dry-fly.  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  about  dry-fly  fishing  in  Co. 
Donegal  one  ^of  these  days ;  sufiicient  for  the 
present  that  there  are  plenty  of  opportunities  for 
the  dry-fly  man,  and  this  part  of  the  Glenties  river 
offers  one.  Two  good  killers  are  Rough  Olive  and 
March  Brown.  Beware  of  the  weeds ;  these  trout 
fight  hard,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  thick  aquatic  growth. 

The  remainder  of  the  river  is  very  picturesque. 
In  places  it  rushes  between  steep  granite  banks, 
in  others  it  opens  out  over  some  broad  boulder- 
strewn  shallow;  here  it  flows  peacefully  between 
banks  thickly  overgrown  with  gorse  and  bushes, 
and  at  places  the  trees  from  either  bank  meet 
overhead.  There  are  some  good  bends,  and  in  the 
rocky  gorges  some  deep,  quiet  pools :  in  these  the 
best  of  the  trout  lie,  and  your  basket  will  benefit 
from  a  clamber  to  some  point  of  vantage  from 
which  a  fly  can  be  put  over  them. 

The  other  stream  is  the  Owentocker ;  and  in 
connection  with  burn  trout  fishing  it  is  worthy  of 
more  than  passing  comment.  Towards  its  source 
the  river  has  other  attractions.  It  really  is  a 
charming  stream,  and  I  have  repeatedly  bsen 
induced  to  cease  fishing  and  admire  the  beauty  of 
the  surroundings.  From  Ivy  Bridge  down  to 
Ardara  is  six  miles  as  you  follow  the  stream,  and 
there  is  hardly  any  part  without  fishing  possi- 
bilities. It  is  a  very  similar  river  to  the  Glenties 
stream,  only  that  it  is  bigger,  and  the  pools  are  of 
prouder  proportions.  In  some  places  the  one  bank 
rises  abruptly  direct  from  the  water,  the  other 
bank  is  flat;  generally  in  these  places  there  is  a 
deep,  swift  stream  right  under  the  high  bank,  and 
here  you  may  make  sure  of  a  fish.  There  are  some 
long  stretches  where  the  banks  are  thickly  grown 
with  tangled  trees,  and  the  edges  of  them  strewn 
with  rough  boulders ;  in  such  places  there  are  very 
tempting  pools,  and  plenty  of  chances  for  fish  ; 
but  the  walking  is  tricky — to  say  the  least  of  it — 
and  the  easting  still  more  so,  if  the  boughs  are  to 
be  avoided.  It  is  in  such  places  that  waders  are 
useful ;  but  it  is  a  moot  point  whether  one  should 
bother  with  such  cumbersome  outfit,  when  the 
greater  part  of  the  stream  can  be  fished  quite 
easily  without  them. 

I  noticed  a  most  interesting  thing  in  connection 
with  the  trout  in  the  Owentocker.  In  several 
places  there  are  deep,  silent  pools  overhung  by 
huge  rocks,  and  these  pools  are  always  in  shadow. 
In  some  places  it  is  like  casting  your  flies  into  a 
cavern.  Now,  the  trout  in  the  Owentocker  are 
pretty,  bright  little  chaps;  but  the  fish  you  get 
from  these  dark,  deep  cavernous  pools  are  quite 
black,  while  discovering  excellent  condition  so  far 
as  plumpness  is  concerned.  On  testing  they  were 
found  to  eat  quite  as  sweet  as  the  other  fish. 
Evidently  they  got  their  dark  colour  from  their 
surroundings;  and  thus  two  interesting  points 
were  demonstrated — first,  the  effect  of  light  (or 
the  want  of  it)  on  the  colouring  of  the  fish ; 
sc-cond,  that  the  fish  did  not  leave  the  pool  for 
feeding  purposes. 

Should  you  take  my  advice  and  give  these  burns 
a  trial,  do  not  forget  the  golden  rule  to  fish  fine 
and  far  off.  To  my  strict  obedience  to  this  I 
credit  such  success  as  I  met  with.  Use  small  flies, 
and  do  not  forget  to  try  a  floater  over  the  quiet 
pools  and  glassy  glides  when  trout  are  seen  rising. 

E.  S.  S. 


BASS  FISHING  AT  FOWEY  WITH 
THE  IMITATION  SAND-EEL. 


FowEY  in  the  month  of  August  may  well  be 
considered  the  happy  hunting  ground  of  the  bass 
fisherman.  With  its  fine  irregular  rocky  coast 
line,  its  noble  estuary  and  swift-flowing  tidal  river, 
up  which  the  fish  come  surging  with  the  tide,  the 
sea-angler  who  has  made  the  bass  his  particular 
study  (not  to  say  quarry)  should  find  ample  scope 
for  his  hobby. 

A  summer  or  so  ago  the  writer  revisited  this 
idyllic  little  river  town — the  "Troy  Town  "  of  its 
gifted  writer,  .Mr.  QuiUer  Couch,  known  to  literary 
fame  as  '•  Q."  It  is  perhaps  our  nearest  approach 
to  a  Brittany  fishing  U)wn  in  its  quaint  construc- 
tion and  arrangement,  with  its  narrow,  winding 
roa<lH  and  hardy,  tanned  fisher-folk. 

Previous  visits  had  been  made  during  walking 
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tours,  what  time,  alas  !  fishing  rods  and  tackle 
were  more  or  less  out  of  the  question,  and  one's 
baggage  was  narrowed  down  with  a  stern  regard  to 
economy  of  sjiace. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  pleasure  more  exquisite  than 
that  which  freedom  gives  after  a  period  of  enforced 
inactivity.  To  a  restless  and  active  man,  who  has 
for  a  time  perhaps  only  been  able  to  crawl  about 
from  chair  to  chair,  the  joy  of  striding  out  again 
to  pursue  his  favourite  hobby  is  supreme.  An 
experience  somewhat  of  that  nature  befell  the 
writer  on  this  visit  to  Fowey,  so  that  though  he 
had  been  obliged  to  possess  his  soul  in  patience 
while  half  the  holiday  was  consumed  in  a  state  of 
wearying  inaction,  yet  it  was  with  a  rosy  hope  and 
a  determination  to  make  up  for  lost  time  that  the 
tough  little  sea-rod  was  put  together  and  the  tackle 
reviewed  and  overhauled. 

And  now  a  word  anent  the  latter.  A  lot  has 
already  been  said  and  written  no  doubt  about 
the  rubber  sand-eel,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that 
a  number  of  patent  patterns  have  beeu  placed  on 
the  market,  but  the  result  of  these  fishing  days  in 
August  amply  confirmed  the  writer's  former  belief 
in  this  artificial  bait.  The  pattern  he  would  recom- 
mend is  one  of  the  ordinary  type  made  of  red 
rubber — the  grey  rubber  does  not  appear  to  be  so 
efficacious,  and  the  red  is  seen  for  some  distance 
in  the  clear  water  round  the  Cornish  coastline. 
It  should  be  selected  with  a  due  regard  to  its 
"  twizzling  "  or  spinning  properties — that  is,  avoid 
a  stiff,  straight  body — and  should  be  of  a  small  size 
with  a  narrow  strip  of  body,  rather  than  the 
ungainly  thing  one  is  usually  shown  and  recom- 
mended by  the  ubiquitous  seaside  ironmonger. 

One  would  not  contend  that  this  piece  de  resist- 
ance is  necessarily  always  mistaken  for  a  sand  eel 
by  such  a  sporting  gentleman  as  your  bass,  seeing 
that  the  former  in  its  lively  reality  is  silver-grey. 
All  one  can  affirm  is  that  bass  undoubtedly  rush 
for  the  spirming  eel  in  a  very  game  way  as  a  rule. 

Then  as  regards  swivels.  It  may  only  perhaps 
be  a  fancy  of  the  writer's,  but  he  strongly  inclines 
to  the  use  of  a  second  swivel  at  the  end  of 
the  strong  gut  cast  (single  salmon  gut  is  best)  at 
its  junction  with  the  running  line.  This,  with  the 
small  swivel  attached  to  the  eye  of  the  hook,  is 
calculated  to  increase  the  spin  of  the  bait  as  it 
is  drawn  gently  through  the  water.  Perhaps  the 
accompanying  cut  will  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
writers  meaning. 


Armed  with  this  simple  lure,  the  bass  or  pollack 
fisherman  should  be  able  to  secure  a  certain  amount 
of  excellent  sport,  either  up  the  Fowey  river  or 
outside  the  harbour  round  the  coast.  He  may  also 
be  able  to  congratulate  himself — with  the  fly-fisher- 
man— on  the  cleanliness  and  handy  portability  of 
his  bait.  That  while  others,  enthusiasts  of  the  low 
tides,  are  spending  a  day  up  the  river  digging  for 
the  genuine  article — the  elusive  sand-eel — with  a 
lively  sense  (not  often  justified)  of  favours  to  come, 
he  may  be  taking  advantage  of  the  incoming  tide 
with  its  attendant  shoals. 

Then  as  regards  the  natives.  The  sea-angler 
must  still,  even  in  these  enlightened  days,  expect 
to  meet  with  plenty  of  scepticism  on  the  part  of  the 
fisherman  or  boatman  who  rows  him.  Rods  are  a 
pet  aversion  of  the  majority  of  the  Cornish  boatmen, 
and  the  rubber  sand-eel  seemed  to  be  a  veritable 
"red-rag"  on  this  occasion;  it  vexed  the  soul  of 
the  writer's  laconic  boatman  and  ran  amok  with 
his  idea  of  the  fitness  of  things.  "  Gingerbread 
tackle,  that's  what  I  calls  it,"  muttered  the  man. 
with  ill-disguised  contempt.  But  later  on,  when 
one  had  warmed  to  the  fun  and  one  game  fish  after 
another  had  been  played  and  landed,  he  changed 
his  tune.  It  broke  down  his  native  scepticism,  and 
he  took  to  marvelling  how  the  little  rod  could 
withstand  the  sudden  strong  rush  of  the  hooked 
bass,  or  the  telling  strain  of  a  pollack's  dive.  We 
became  good  friends  after  this,  and  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  he  now  swears  by  the  once  scorned 
"  gingerbread  tackle." 

Now  as  to  the  modus  operandi.  One  found  the 
best  method  of  pro(;edure  was  to  be  rowed  slowly 
along  the  coast,  about  half  a  mile  out,  in  the 
direction  of  Gribbin  Head,  and  over  the  whiting 
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rocks  to  the  south-west  of  the  river  mouth,  where 
good  fish  are  usually  to  bt;  caught. 

As  to  the  river  itself,  the  bass  come  swirling  in 
with  the  young  tide,  ravenous  and  game,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  advisable  that  the  narrower  channels 
should  be  well  worked  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
incoming  tide. 

The  writer  found  the  best  locale  to  bo  the 
channel  on  the  Bodinnoc  side  of  the  ferry — say, 
from  the  ferry  to  the  railway  curve,  a  pull  of  about 
one  hundred  yards,  which  well  repays  careful 
spinning.  Nor  can  he  pass  by  the  mention  of 
sunny  Bodinnoc  without  recalling  former  charming 
associations  connected  with  that  blest  spot.  Years 
before,  two  pedestrians  with  their  knapsacks  on 
their  backs  arrived  at  dusk  at  this  little  village, 
after  the  long  walk  from  Looe,  passing  through 
that  quaintest  of  fishing  villages  and  joy  of  the 
painter's  heart,  Polperro.  They  had  been  school- 
fellows together,  and  were  enthusiasts  of  the 
country  lanes  and  the  breezy  cliff  roads.  Tired 
out  but  light-hearted,  thoy  swung  down  the  hill 
and  waited  at  the  little  jetty  for  the  returning 
ferry,  watching  the  lights  of  Fowey  beginning  to 
twinkle  into  existence  one  by  one  till  they  seemed 
to  beckon  and  invite  to  the  snug  hotel  and  well- 
covered  table.  Little  did  the  writer  imagine,  as 
he  musingly  gazed  into  the  strong  current  and 
speculated  on  the  fishing  capabilities  of  such  a 
spot,  that  he  would  one  day  taste  of  the  glories  of 
bass  fishing  at  that  very  place.  And  he  would 
suggest,  by  way  of  a  finale,  to  his  brother  angler 
that  he  should  go  and  do  likewise. 

Owen  I.  Gilbert. 


DEY-FLY  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
EIVERS. 


Despite  its  steadily  increasing  popularity 
amongst  wet-fly  fishers,  who  on  occasion  have 
seen  fit  to  turn  their  knowledge  of  the  art  to 
account  under  trying  conditions  with  the  sunk  fly, 
dry-fly  fishing  proper  as  practised  on  the  quiet, 
purling  waters  of  the  south  will  never,  so  long  as 
the  river  rolls  onward  to  the  sea,  displace  the  art 
of  wet-fly  fishing  associated  with  Welsh  and  north- 
country  rivers. 

And  this  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  speed  and 
low  temperature  which  retard  the  hatching  of 
surface  food   of  rivers   that  spring   from  the 


fastnesses  away  on  the  bleak  and  lonely  moors. 
I  do  not  for  one  moment  assume  that  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  aquatic  flies  in  rough  rivers  as  com- 
pared with  the  slow,  gliding  chalk  streams  of,  say, 
Hampshire ;  for  if  only  we  could  peer  deep  down 
into  the  water  and  magnify  its  bed  we  should 
perceive  myriads  of  insects  in  the  egg  and  larval 
stages,  and  in  the  process  of  evolution,  gradually 
ascending  to  the  surface  as  pupas,  which  latter  state 
of  their  being  is  critical  in  the  extreme,  since  if  they 
escape  the  vigilance  of  their  fiimy  enemies  they 
have  still  to  combat  with  the  strength  of  the 
current  and  consequent  low  temperature. 

Thus  it  is  that  only  a  very  small  proportion 
attains  the  imago  or  winged  stage,  resulting  in  an 
imperfect  hatch. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  times  on  rapid  rivers 
when  dry-fly  fishing  will  prevail  over  the  wet-fly— 
for  example,  after  a  succession  of  hot  summer 
days  when  the  water  is  low  and  clear  as  the 
proverbial  gin. 

In  such  circumstances  the  wet  -  fly  fisher, 
whose  best  catches  are  made  early  in  the  trout 
season,  between  the  back-end  of  March  and  the 
middle  of  May,  "cusses  "  the  weather  and  awaits 
the  evening  rise,  m  the  interim  probably  resorting 
to  upstream  worm  fishing,  for  the  enthusiast  is 
nothing  if  not  versatile.  So  now  comes  the  dry- 
fly  expert's  opportunity. 

He  favours  the  same  tactics  adopted  by  the  wet- 
fly  fisher  in  the  event  of  a  low  water— wading  up- 
stream and  searching  with  his  split  wing  imitation 
the  same  likely  bits  of  water,  save  that  he  pays 
greater  attention  to  individual  rising  fish,  and 
covers  more  ground,  or  water,  in  a  day's  outing 
than  the  wet-fly  exponent,  who  needs  to  try  every 
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inch  of  rough  water,  as  woll  as  the  thin  flats  or 
shallows,  where  many  an  invisible  rise  occurs  when 
the  fish  are  feeding  on  the  larvae. 

There  still  remain,  however,  many  local  anglers 
on  rapid  rivers  to  whom  the  accepted  sense  of  the 
term  dry-fly  fishing  while  not  altogether  meaning- 
less scarce  elicits  more  than  a  passing  thought ;  it 
has  no  meaning  they  argue  when  applied  to  rough  * 
streams  where  insect  life  is  so  precarious,  and 
whereon  a  wet-fly  cast  consisting  of  from  three  to 
four  hackled  flies  is  used  with  such  telling  effect. 
And  yet  our  wet-fly  fisher  frequently  fishes  dry. 

I  allude  to  the  tail  fly  of  his  cast  which  more 
often  than  not  is  a  winged  fly— particularly  so  if 
it  be  a  March  Brown — which  now  and  iigain  drops 
on  the  water  right  end  up,  fulfilling  all  the  con- 
ditions of  an  accurately  thrown  dry-fly,  and  is 
frequently  taken  in  that  state  by  a  vigilant 
trout. 

Or,  again,  it  may  have  been  purposely  thrown 
dry,  as  in  the  case  of  a  feeding  fish  repeatedly 
refusing  to  accept  it  in  its  half-drowned  appearance, 
when  our  wet-fly  angler  at  the  next  attempt  gives 
his  cast  an  extra  flight  through  the  air  above  his 
head,  in  the  hope  that  when  it  falls  lighter  and 
drier  success  may  crown  his  efforts. 

In  like  manner  many  a  wet-fly  fisher  I  trow  can 
recall  having  taken  fish  entirely  due  to  increasing 
the  number  of  his  false  casts  at  a  time  when  the 
ethics  of  wet-fly  fishing  ordinarily  observed  have 
failed  to  make  an  impression  on  the  object  of  his 
attention. 

Said  a  friend  to  me  the  other  day:  "Take  a 
wet-fly  fisher  and  a  dry-fly  iishcr,  each  of  whom  is 
facile,  princpps  in  his  own  particular  line,  and  has 
not  ventured  beyond.  Whether  is  it  easier  for 
the  wet-fly  fisher  to  become  a  dry-fly  fisher,  or 
easier  for  the  dry-fly  fisher  to  become  a  wet-fly 
fisher  ?  "  I  thought  it  a  novel  question,  and  found 
it  a  bit  of  a  poser. 

In  the  end  I  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  task 
would  come  more  readily  to  the  wet-fly  fisher,  in 
that  the  diy-fly  fisher  would  soon  be  at  fault  with 
the  invisible  rises  below  the  surface  which  the 
other  is  always  prepared  for,  and  knows  so  well 
how  to  treat  when  they  manifest  themselves. 

True,  as  the  result  of  these  invisible  rises  which 
occur  when  the  larvae  and  pupae  are  being  taken, 
many  fish  hook  themselves  ;  but  I  can  assure  you 
would-be  fly  fishers  that  far  more  fish  in  this  con- 
nection are  accounted  for  by  the  practised  hand 
who,  though  be  cannot  see  any  movement  in  the 
water,  somehow  manages  to  strike  at  the  psycho- 
logical moment,  but  who  for  the  life  of  him  could 
not  define  the  knack  of  it. 

And  just  to  revert  to  fish  hooking  themselves. 
This  only  occurs  when  rod  and  line  are  under  com- 
plete control,  and  the  angler's  attention  is  centred 
upon  his  sport. 

When  the  rivers  begin  to  run  low,  and  the 
weather  becomes  excessively  hot,  and  the  trout 
repair  for  shelter  on  the  shallows  beneath  the  over- 
hanging trees,  then  is  it  more  profitable  to  fish 
"dry"  than  "wet." 

A  single  fly  adroitly  thrown  might  not  frighten 
them,  where  a  bunch  of  four  assuredly  would. 
Only  when  the  sun  has  sunk  to  rest  and  day  is 
deepening  into  night,  do  they  return  to  the 
exposed  water  ;  by  which  time  many  anglers  have 
trains  to  catch  just  when  the  cream  of  the  fishing 
is  apparent. 

How  frequently  has  it  happened  in  the  experi- 
ence of  every  angler  that  the  fish — though  rising 
freely  to  the  natural  fly,  sometimes  raising  them- 
selves half  out  of  the  water  in  their  eagerness  to 
secure  the  luscious  dainties — how  frequently  has  it 
happened  that  they  have  treated  with  sublime 
indifference  the  very  imitations  that  their  fellows 
favoured  to  their  cost  but  a  day  or  so  ago — aye ! 
and  representations,  too,  of  the  very  insect  they 
were  showing  such  a  liking  for  at  the  time. 

(Trout  intent  on  feeding  in  rough  water  will,  at 
odd  times,  lift  their  bodies  out  of  the  water  in  a 
manner  they  seldom  exhibit  in  calm  water,  and  in 
a  manner  not  to  be  confounded  with  a  habit  they 
have  of  leaping  out  of  their  element  when  irritated 
by  parasites.) 

A  case  in  point.  One  bright  June  day — a  few 
years  ago  on  the  Yore  in  Wcnsleydale — I  set  out 
with  a  friend  who  had  the  reputation  of  having 
fished  almost  all  the  wet  and  dry-fly  streams  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

In  one  stream  while  preparing  to  try  it  I  had 
counted  eleven  trout  disporting  themselves  in  the 
shining  water ;  but  after  flogging  it  assiduously 


with  a  wet-fly  cast  for  fully  an  hour  I  had  not  a 
fish  to  show  for  my  pains. 

This  fact  I  related  to  my  friend  who  had  gone  a 
little  higher  up  the  river ;  whereupon  he  said  he 
would  go  back  with  me  and  have  a  look  at  that  bit 
of  water,  and  at  the  same  time  try  to  recover  his 
rod  case,  which  ho  had  dropped  somewhere  on  the 
way  up. 

The  rise  was  still  on,  the  fish  had  evidently 
recovered  from  their  fright  consequent  on  my 
recent  intrusion  in  their  midst,  and  each  of  us 
reckoned  up  eight  separate  fish  in  action. 

Taking  in  matters  at  a  glance,  W.  quickly 
decided  to  fish  "  dry,"  and  slipping  in  at  the  tail  of 
the  stream  ho  did  what  I  failed  to  accomplish  with 
hackled  flies — rose  and  landed  five  of  those 
eight  trout  as  prettily  as  one  could  wish,  each  fish 
as  soon  as  it  was  hooked  being  deftly  steered  down- 
stream, where  it  was  free  to  plunge  and  roll  with- 
out exciting  the  suspicions  of  its  neighbours. 

Shooting  the  line  with  unerring  precision  at 
each  successive  fish,  and  causing  the  fly  to  touch 
the  water  as  lightly  as  a  summer's  zephyr,  it  was  a 
fine  performance  indeed,  possible  only  from  a 
past  master  whose  lure  was  a  March  Brown,  than 
which  there  is  none  so  good  a  fly  for  Welsh  and 
north-country  rivers.  On  tributaries  of  cold,  rapid 
rivers  the  occasional  advantage  of  fishing  "  dry  "  is 
more  marlced  than  in  the  main  stream ;  and  this 
we  may  safely  attribute  to  the  numerous  dubs  and 
backwaters  of  the  infant  stream,  which  arrest  a 
fair  amount  of  minutiae  swept  down  in  the  rough 
water. 

In  these  quiet  pools  a  fuller  and  better  sustained 
growth  of  surface  food  results,  and  a  larger 
percentage  of  aquatic  flies  attains  the  imago  stage 
than  if  the  bed  of  the  main  stream  had  been  their 
hatching  ground.  Brown  Owl. 


HORSEHAIR  LINES,  &c. 


[From   the  revised    edition    op    "The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

(Continued  from  page  129.) 

These  lines  with  pipe-leads  at  intervals  of  12ft_ 
are  the  best  that  can  be  used  for  pollack  fishing, 
mackerel,  bass,  or  bream,  when  moored,  and  may 
also  be  used  when  whiffing  under  oars,  but  not 
under  sail,  as,  being  valuable  lines,  the  risk  of 
hooking  the  bottom  and  consequent  breakage  is  too 
great.  They  are  more  used  in  the  Channel  Islands 
than  any  other  locality  I  have  visited,  but  I  have 
met  •n-ith  them  at  Portsmouth,  they  are  well  known 
at  Weymouth,  and  a  variety  wdth  the  lead  at  the 
end  is  used  at  Plymouth,  and  another  with  hemp  at 
the  upper  end  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ;  there  are,  how- 
ever, very  large  districts  where  they  are  quite  un- 
known or  unused,  and  here  they  might  be  introduced 
with  great  advantage.  The  following  is  the  method 
of  manufacture. 

You  must  provide  yourself  ■n^th  a  small  jack  or 
twisting-engine,  also  two  circular  pieces  of  lead, 
one  of  1  lb.  weight  for  hair,  and  another  of  ^Ib. 
weight  for  gut,  each  with  a  wire  hook  in  the  centre. 
(See  Fig.  1.) 

Procure  a  good  long  tail  (of  a  horse,  not  of  a  mare 
for  obvious  reasons),  wash  and  dry  it  in  the  open 
air,  and  cut  a  few  inches  off  the  end,  as  it  is  usually 
rotten  from  dirt,  etc.  ;  then  tie  the  hair  round  with 
twine  at  the  root,  in  the  middle,  and  at  Sin.  from 
the  tail  end,  place  it  on  a  table  before  you  -vvith  a 
heavy  book  on  it  or  a  piece  of  board,  the  tail  end 
towards  you,  and  dra-wing  out  the  longest  hairs  as 
they  present  themselves  to  the  number  of  twelve  or 
fourteen,  according  to  the  thickness  of  the  hair, 
whether  it  be  coarse  or  fine,  attach  three  twelves  or 
three  fourteens,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  hooks  of 
the  spinning  machine,  as  shown  in  the  woodcut, 
and  hanging  on  the  21b.  lead,  turn  the  handle  briskly 
ound,  checking  the  too  rapid  twisting  of  the  strands 
by  the  scored  top  held  in  the  left  hand,  or  your 
fingers,  until  the  twist  reaches  as  far  as  the  top  will 
allow,  which  is  then  to  be  removed,  and  a  knot 
made  on  the  end  to  prevent  the  link  untwisting. 
A  three-pronged  kitchen  dinner  fork  will  answer  the 
purpose  of  the  top,  but  practice  enables  everyone  to 
dispense  with  either,  dividing  the  strands  with  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  only.  The  spinning  machine 
is  fitted  vnth  a  screw  spill  which  you  can  fasten  in 
a  heavy  block  of  wood  and  place  on  the  table  before 
you,  or  into  a  shelf  or  mantelpiece  at  £^  convenient 


height.  Make  the  snood  part  of  tho  line  of  white 
hair,  three  hairs  less  in  each  strand,  transparent 
preferable,  length  9ft. 

It  is  a  very  good  plan,  when  you  have  selected 
your  hairs  sufficient  for  a  strand,  to  tie  one  end  of 
them  round  with  fine  thread  or  cotton,  and  put  them 
to  soak  in  water  for  half  an  hour  before  using.  By 
preparing  a  number  of  such  strands  you  will  make 
greater  progress  in  the  manufacture  of  the  line.  A 
single  hair  when  doubled  should  raise  a  lilb.  weight. 
If  on  testing  a  lot  of  hair,  it  will  not  do  this,  the 
hank  of  hair  must  be  rejected  as  too  weak. 

Twist  half  your  links  from  left  to  right,  tho  other 
from  right  to  left,  and  when  knotting  them  together 
be  careful  to  join  those  of  a  different  twist,  for  the 
opposite  action  of  tho  links  will  prevent  fouling  ; 
to  make  sure  of  this,  tie  them  up  in  separate  parcels, 
and  label  them  right  and  left.  In  making  up  these 
lines,  take  a  link  from  each  parcel  alternately.  I 
have  dwelt  strongly  upon  this  point,  as  on  the 
careful  application  of  the  principle  of  alternate  twist, 
the  useful  working  of  these  lines  entirely  depends, 
for  in  this  respect  they  differ  from  all  others. 

As  the  hooks  of  these  twisting  machines  are  some- 
times rather  widely  placed  apart,  it  often  entails  a  loss 
of  2in.  on  each  link,  to  avoid  which  take  three  pieces 
of  thin  brass  wire,  and  making  an  eye  at  one  end 
turn  the  other  into  a  hook  lin.  deep  in  the  bond, 
passing  the  eyes  over  the  hooks  of  the  machine, 
fasten  your  hair  to  them,  for  they  will  draw  together 
as  the  hair  twists  up  and  prevent  waste  of  material. 
By  having  the  tail  end  of  the  hair  towards  you,  you 
will  use  the  longest  first,  shortening  in  regular  suc- 
cession, and  thus  put  the  hair  to  the  best  advantage. 
When  the  tail  is  reduced  to  a  foot  in  length,  it  is 
no  longer  considered  worth  twisting.  Some  fisher- 
men prefer  the  lines  two-stranded  only,  which  prac- 
tically are  equally  as  good  as  three-stranded  lines  ; 
supposing  both  well  made,  I  cannot  see  that  either 
has  the  advantage  of  the  other. 

Blick  hair  is  in  u.se  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
line  twenty-two  fathoms  in  length,  at  the  end  of 
which  9ft.  of  white  is  attached,  the  black  of  two  or 
three  strands,  of  ten  or  twelve  hairs  in  a  strand  in 
the  case  of  three,  but  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  in  the 
case  of  two  strands,  the  white  as  forming  the  greater 
part  of  the  snood  of  three  hairs  less,  in  order  to 
make  it  a  little  finer  ;  whilst  for  sinkers  leads  of 
the  shape  of  a  piece  of  tobacco-pipe,  a  little  barrel- 
led in  the  middle,  ^oz.  or  more  in  weight,  are 
placed  at  every  two  fathoms,  and  are  of  course 
kept  from  slipping  up  or  down  by  the  knots 
which  occur  in  the  line. 

To  the  end  of  the  white  hair  is  fastened  a  yard  of 
white  snooding,  and  to  this  two  lengths  of  double- 
twisted  salmon  gut  with  the  hook.  The  line  thus 
comprises  in  all  twenty-two  fathoms  of  black  hair, 
with  the  pipe-leads,  to  be  threaded  on  whilst  knot- 
ting the  line  together,  9ft.  white  hair  and  3ft.  white 
snooding  with  the  two  lengths  of  double  gut. 

A  reel  is  necessary  upon  which  you  will  wind  your 
line,  and  may  be  either  a  square  of  cork  of  6in.  to 
each  side,  or  a  frame  of  like  dimensions  ;  if  a  frame, 
it  may  be  made  Sin.  by  6in.,  or  according  to  the 
owner's  fancy.  Many  will  say  that  snooding  is  of 
itself  fine  enough,  but  the  majority  of  fishermen  are 
of  a  different  opinion,  unless  the  fish  are  very 
numerous  and  large  ;  almost  all  fishermen  at  the 
present  time  use  gut  both  for  pollack,  bass,  or 
mackerel,  fineness  of  tackle  in  a  proportionate 
degree  to  size  of  the  fish  being  quite  as  necessary 
as  in  freshwater  fishing.  At  least  four  of  these 
lines  will  be  required,  and  one  of  the  same  length 
without  leads  ;  these  latter  lines  are  more  fre- 
quently made  of  only  two  strands  of  hair,  but  of  the 
same  strength,  length  of  snooding,  etc.,  as  the  pre- 
ceding. One  of  these  only  should  be  used  with  the 
others,  and  always  over  the  stern  of  the  boat.  In 
the  Channel  Islands  all  these  lines  are  known  as 
"  Flottants,"  answering  to  our  term  "  Drift-Lines." 
The  various  leads  used  as  sinkers  can  be  obtained 
ready  made  from  the  makers,  but  the  method 
of  making  them  is  described  in  case  my  readers 
should  like  to  cast  them,  or  be  inconveniently 
situated  for  procuring  them,  at  home  or  abroad. 

Pipe-leads  and  Moulds.— To  make  the  pipe- 
leads,  take  two  pieces  of  freestone  exactly  alike,  and 
of  a  square  form,  and  fitting  two  of  the  surfaces  care- 
fully together,  separate  them  and  describe  a  cross 
upon  the  surface  of  one,  and  mark  on  the  side  the 
position  of  the  four  points  of  the  arms  ;  now  place 
the  other  piece  on  it,  and  with  a  carpenter's  square 
make  also  four  perpendiculars  to  the  plane  of  the 
cross,  on  the  sides  of  the  pieces,  which  -Rill  of 
course  enable  you  to  describe  two  more  crosses  on 
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the  under  and  upper  surfaces  of  the  portion  of  free- 
stone. Separate  the  pieces,  and  hollow  out  half  the 
proposed  dimensions  from  each  surface,  exactly  in 
the  centre  on  the  line  of  the  cross,  and  on  the 
transverse  line  of  the  cross  on  one  side  make  a 


hole  about  the  thickness  of  the  small  end  of  a 
tobacco-pipe  stem  to  pour  in  the  lead. 

Make  also  a  small  furrow  lengthways  through  the 
mould,  and  place  in  it  a  piece  of  wire  well  greased, 
an  Jin.  in  thickness.  You  can  now  pass  a  few 
turns  of  twine  round  the  pieces  of  freestone,  to 
keep  them  together,  and  cast  your  first  lead,  and 


if  your  work  be  true,  your  best  plan  will  bo  to  drill 
four  holes  for  the  insertion  of  pegs,  to  hold  the 
pieces  in  their  places.  Half-ounce  and  ounce  leads 
are  useful  sizes.  The  pear  or  fig-shapod  plummets 
for  mackerel  fishing  may  be  made  in  this  manner 


also  ;  but  still  a  better  plan,  if  you  intend  to 
follow  sea  fishing  much,  is  to  get  these  moulds 
made  in  iron  by  an  iron-founder,  and  keep  them 
by  you. 

In  Guernsey,'  as  there  is  a  constant  demand  for 
these  kinds  of  lea,ds,  they  are  kept  on  hand  by  the 
plumbers.  ^  j 


To  Knot  the  Links  Together.— Take  two  links 
of  a  diffenmt  twist,  unlay  an  inch  and  a  quarter  of 
the  ends,  drawing  them  through  your  teeth  to  flatten 
out  the  wholo  of  the  twist  in  order  that  they  may 
make  a  snug  knot.  Place  them  in  the  left  hand 
overlapping  each  other  Gin.,  as  shown  in  fig  2,  1, 
and  turn  each  end  twice  rountl  the  forefinger  and 
the  other  link,  as  shown  loosely  at  2;  then  put  the 
end  through  ;ind  tighten  the  knot,  not  by  pulling 
the  end,  but  by  pushing  the  knot  as  far  as  it  will 
slide,  as  shown  at  3,  and  having  done  the  same 
with  the  end  of  the  other  link,  draw  the  two  knots 
together,  tightening  the  knots  by  taking  first  one 
and  then  the  other  end  between  your  teeth  and 
pulling  with  a  steady  strain  on  the  link,  also  gently 
biting  the  knots  to  make  them  draw  home  in  the 
turns  as  neatly  as  possible.  Do  not  cut  the  ends 
off  too  short,  but  leave  them  of  about  two  straws' 
breadth.  Measure  your  12ft.  distances  and  put  on 
the  pipe-leads  when  required ;  they  should  be 
allowed  to  run  loosely  between  the  knots  ;  if  not, 
the  line  may  rot  from  damp  under  them.  In 
addition  to  these  directions,  it  is  well  to  obtain 
instruction  from  old  sailors,  fishermen,  whip  or 
tackle  makers,  when  opportunity  ofEers. 

Kjiot  Gut  Links  Together. — Previously  to 
either  spinning  or  knotting  gut  soak  it  ten  minutes 
in  lukewarm  water.  Spin  with  the  J-pound  lead, 
and  set  it  revolving  by  hand,  the  gut  usually  having 
insufficient  power  to  start  the  lead.  In  knotting 
lay  the  ends  to  overlap  2in.,  turn  them  round  your 
left  forefinger  and  put  the  ends  twice  through, 
when  draw  tight  and  cut  off  ends.  This  knot  is 
not  so  short  in  the  nip  as  the  ordinary  one  used  for 
gut,  and  gives  more  strength  in  the  join. 

(To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  FISHING  IN  INDIA. 


1.  The  murrel  or  Indian  pike. — A  fine  sporting 
fish.  Killed  by  me  in  the  western  ghats,  above 
Bombay,  up  to  5lb.  weight.  I  caught  all  mine  by 
dropping  a  small  live  frog  into  deep  water  at 
the  tail  of  rapids.  The  railway  reservoir  at  the 
top  of  the  Bhor  Ghat,  Lanowli,  was  full  of  them. 
Very  good  to  eat. 

2.  So-called  trout. — At  Islamabad  (Kashmir), 
very  mild  sport.  The  stream  running  out  of  the 
Bandipore  nullah  into  the  Woolar  Lake  in  Kashmir 
is  full  of  them  up  to  IJlb.  I  have  seen  the  natives 
catch  them  by  groping  with  a  peeled  wand  in  each 
hand  in  mid-stream  behind  rocks.  They  say  the 
fish  take  the  wands  for  snakes  (which  imdoubtedly 
do  kill  fish),  and  are  so  paralysed  that  they  can  be 
thus  seized  and  thrown  ashore. 

3.  Mahseer  (general  information). — I  classify  the 
rivers  thus:  (i.)  The  Central  Indian  rivers  only 
fishable  as  in  "  Anglers'  Diary."  Fever  is  very 
much  to  be  feared,  except  in  early  spring.  The 
summer  heat  is  awful,  (ii.)  Sub-Himalayan  rivers. 
These  vary  enormously  in  season,  etc.,  as  the 
monsoon  rains  are  much  heavier  in  the  United 
Province  Hills  than  in  the  Punjab  Hills.  The 
monsoon  sets  in  in  June,  after  this  the  valleys  are 
very  feverish. 

These  rivers  must  also  be  classified  as  (a)  snow- 
fed,  (b)  non-snow-fed.  The  Jhelum  and  Ganges 
are  typical  snow-fed  rivers.  The  Giri  is  non-snow- 
fed. 

The  snow-fed  rivers  are  to  the  mahseer  somewhat 
as  the  sea  is  to  salmon.  The  biggest  fish  are 
caught  in  the  big  snow-fed  rivers,  for  example,  at 
Tangrote,  Hardwar,  etc. 

The  Punch  is  a  fine  river,  but  awfully  fished.  A 
watchman  at  Tangrote  sends  telegrams  to  dozens 
of  sportsmen  throughout  the  Punjab  when  the 
Tfater  is  in  good  order.    This  has  very  little  snow. 

The  Jhelum  in  March  and  April  in  Kashmir 
territory,  on  the  main  road  from  Murree  to 
Baramula,  is  very  good.  Dak  .bungalows  every 
twelve  miles. 

The  Giri  is  a  beautiful  stream,  and  full  of 
medium-sized  fish.  A  watchman  is  employed  (or 
was),  and  your  notes  under  Solun  are  worth 
amplifying.  Tents  wanted  for  upper  reaches. 
Snow  all  gone  by  April ;  monsoon  in  July. 

The  United  Provinces  contain  some  of  the  least 
known  and  most  charming  fishing  in  India,  all 
tributaries  of  the  Ganges. 

I  suggest  this  trip :  Rail  via  Bareilly  to  Kath- 
godam,  thence  march  to  Naini  Tal.  This  is  the 
only  Himalayan  Lake  District  (fair  fishing  in  all ; 
plenty  of  boats ;  licence  from  local  authorities). 
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Do  all  the  lakes,  then  drive  on  to  Almora  (capital 
of  the  Kiimaon  District),  and  from  this  base, 
fish  the  Sarju,  Ramganga,  etc.  All  supplies 
except  tackle,  can  be  got  at  Almora.  The  civil 
authorities  give  you  chuprassics  to  get  your 
coolies,  etc.    Tents  necessary  in  parts. 

In  1904  I  marched  from  Almora  by  the  main 
road  over  the  Milam  Pass  into  Tibet.  Three 
marches  from  Almora  at  Kapkot  (D.  bungalow) 
the  Sarju  was  literally  alive  with  mahseer.  1 
counted  five  fish  of  about  201b.  or  301b.  each  in 
one  pool,  fishable  with  a  trout  rod.  The  road 
follows  the  river,  and  in  every  pool  I  saw  literally 
dozens  of  good  fish. 

Two  marches  further  on  is  Tejam,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Ramganga,  A  stream  called  the  Jankula 
joins  it  here ;  a  -ll-pounder  was  killed  at  the 
junction  the  day  before  I  got  there.  I  lost  every 
bit  of  tackle  I  had  in  one  evening  here.  (N.B. — I 
was  not  equipped  so  much  for  fishing  as  for  my 
Tibet  shoot.) 

This  district,  Kumaon,  is  perfectly  delightful  up 
till  about  the  middle  of  May,  then  the  valleys  get 
hot  and  feverish,  and  in  June  the  monsoon  comes, 
and  turns  the  country  into  a  Turkish  bath.  The 
back-end  after  the  monsoon  gives  sport,  but  it  is 
very  feverish. 

The  Sarju  has  no  permanent  snow  at  its  head 
waters,  the  Ramganga  very  little. 

Tlie  Ordnance  Survey  Maps  arc  quite  indis- 
pensable. Thacker  keeps  them.  One  could  hardly 
miss  getting  sport  anywhere  in  Kumaon,  and  I 
hear  that  the  District  of  Tiri,  to  the  west  of  it,  is 
equally  good,  but  very  subject  to  cholera,  and  not 
so  easy  to  travel  in. 

The  very  clearest  looking  rivulets  are  dangerous 
to  drink  from,  being  polluted  by  mountain  villagers. 

W.  S.  EURRELL. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Bcports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hish  wiiter  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bri<i"e 
given  below  " 

{30  mill,  for  Chelsea.  f55  rain,  for  Kew. 

40   „    „   Putney.  Art.lj"^  >•  Kichmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ^""Iso  „  „  Twickenham 
50   „     „    Barnes.  J85   „     „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLK.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later.' 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  BRn)GE. 

„  ,    ^  ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Satmday,  March  3    (,.40    7  3 

Sunday,  „  4    7.28    757 

Monday,  ,,  5    8.30    99 

Tuesday,  „  6    9.54    10  39 

Wednesday,  „  7    11.18   '..  n'52 

Thursday,  ,,  8    —    0  23 

Friday,        „   9   ;..   0.50  {.u 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

ThameB. — Genebal  Remabks.  — Tliere  is  less  th  an 
a  fortnight  left  of  the  coarse  fishing  season.  This 
being  so  anglers  will  no  doubt  make  the  most  of 
their  spare  time.  The  Thames  has  toned  down,  and 
is  now  an  excellent  colour.  But  the  strength  of  the 
stream  has  been  something  shocking,  and  it  is  not 
a  natural  strong  stream,  but  is  caused  by  the  draw- 
ing off  of  the  water  by  those  who  look  after  the  weir 
sluices.  All  of  these  sluice-gates  have  been  raised, 
and  the  result  has  been  to  nearly  reduce  the  river 
from  the  height  of  semi-flood  to  summer  level  in  a 
fortnight.  Why  the  water  should  have  been  drawn 
off  ao  fast  is  a  mystery  to  the  majority  of  Thames- 
side  people,  but  anglers  have  been  denouncing  this 
procedure  in  nearly  every  section  of  the  river. 
Where  there  should  be  nice  eddies  and  lay-byes 
there  is  (or  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  week) 
i^iinplv  a  boiling  swirl  or  a  heavy  stream  caused 
by  the  suction  in  the  drawing  off  the  river, 
feport  has  consequently  been  considerably  inter- 
fered with,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  favourable 
opportunity  now  for  the  closing  of  some  of  the 
sluice-gates  to  keep  a  fair  head  of  water  and  mode- 
rate the  stream.  This  alone  would  enable  anglers 
to  get  a  few  decent  fish  before  the  season  closes. 
At  TtifliDR^  Ditton  I  have  had  roach  up  to  1  lb.  6oz., 
and  Mr.  F.  Sandj  has  had  them  up  to  1  lb.  2oz.  At 
SniplaKe,  Mr.  J.  Brook  has  caught  a  fine  Thames 
pike  of  2()lb.  4oz.  At  Surbiton,  Mr.  W.  Parker  has 
had  roach  up  to  lib.  2oz.,  and  although  these  fish 
have  been  feeding  fitfully,  they  should  now  be  tried 
for  in  real  earnest.  The  water  is  right,  and  every- 
thing looks  favourable  for  a  good  ending  tp  the 
season. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  rim  down 
to  a  good  level  and  a  nice  colour,  with  a  fairly  good 
stream.  Sport,  however,  has  been  somewhat  indif- 
ferent, some  anglers  meeting  with  success,  while 
others  have  almost  drawn  a  blank.  Roach  and 
perch  have  been  feeding  fairly  well  at  times,  and 
bags  up  to  151b.  of  these  fish  have  been  made.  Mr. 
R.  Escombe,  fishing  with  Mr.  G.  Arlett,  has  taken 
several  nice  jack  up  to  51b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Pither  has 
creeled  a  nice-made  roach  weighing  1  lb.  Ooi., 
but  the  best  fish  of  the  week,  and  the  largest 
specimen  caught  in  the  district  for  some  years,  was 
taken  at  Shiplake  on  Fob.  25  by  Mr.  Brooke,  a 
well  made  up  pike  of  over  201b.  Mr.  J.  Cozens, 
a  local  angler,  has  caugiit  a  brace  of  jack  scaling 
about  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Macdonald,  fishing  with 
J.  ^aughan,  has  taken  several  nice  chub.  The 
wtreer  is  at  present  in  splendid  condition  for  all 
round  angling,  and  given  quiet  weather,  good  sport 
should  be  the  result  during  the  coming  week-end. 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddin^on  Weir). — Water  in  fine 
condition.  Getting  plenty  of  good  dace,  also  a  few 
jack.    Tides  will  be  all  right  for  week-end. — W. 

McBllIDE. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh). — The  Cam  is 

now  a  nice  height  and  colour;  there  has  some  days 
been  a  fair  amount  of  sunshine  for  this  season  of 
tlie  year.  During  the  week  those  in  pursuit  of  the 
pike  have  had  a  good  time.  On  this  stretch  of  the 
river,  four  miles,  some  forty  fish  have  been  creeled, 
London  anglers  having  been  amongst  them.  Now 
the  present  season  is  fast  getting  to  its  close ;  with 
open  weather,  and  the  lish  being  numerous  here, 
good  sport  is  being  anticipated.  Live  baits  on  the 
spot.  Free  water,  also  punt  if  required. — John  O. 
Georgp;,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).  —  Anglers  are 
awaiting  with  the  keenest  interest  March  1,  when 
both  rod  and  not  fishing  commences.  In  connection 
with  the  latter  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  not  only 
has  the  Weir  Fishery  changed  hands,  and  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Dart  Angling  Association,  but  the 
Duke  of  Somerset's  fishery,  known  as  the  Seymour 
Hutch  Pool  Fishery,  which  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Crocker  for  more  than  a  generation,  is  now 
to  be  fished  by  Mr.  H.  Phillips,  a  prominent 
Totnesian.  The  prospects  for  fishing  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday)  are  very  bright.  The  water  is 
very  big,  but  there  are  occasional  cold  winds.  A 
large  number  of  salmon  have  been  seen  on  the 
move  at  the  Weir,  and  a  great  many  have  gone  up 
the  "ladder"  to  the  higher  waters.  From  the 
reports  to  hand  there  certainly  seems  to  be  an  even 
increased  number  of  fish  for  this  season.  The 
higher  waters  are  very  full  with  trout,  and  the 
restocking  has  done  a  deal  of  good. — Devonian. 

DeTonuiiire  Streams. — At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Avon  and  Erme  Conseivators  Maj.  G.  M. 
Couran  presided.  It  was  stated  tliat  the  season 
commenced  with  a  balance  in  hand  of  £77  Is.  8d. 
Salmon  licences  for  rods  and  nets  realised  £4U,  and 
trout  licences  £60  ISs.,  whilst  the  Board  had 
received  a  contiibution  from  the  Avon  Fishing 
Association  of  £15.  |  The  expenditure  totalled 
£102  2s.  5d.,  and  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£91  4s.  3d.,  which  was  considered  very  satisfactory. 
— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Frequent  showers  during  the 
last  week  have  brought  a  lot  of  snow  off  the  nills, 
and  the  rivers  have  been  fuU  of  snow  broth.  Still 
there  have  been  intervals  of  "  clearing,"  and  sport 
has  been  fair.  Mr.  Alan  Edwards,  of  Armathwaite 
Castle,  has  done  .better  than,  anyone  else,  having 
landed  about  a  dozen  good  fish  up  to  291b.,  several 
of  them  with  fly.  In  the  Armathwaite  Hall  water, 
Mrs.  Murray  had  one,  81b.,  the  keeper  one,  20lb., 
and  Mr.  R.  H.  Horrocks  one,  121b.  In  the 
Torr  House  water,  Mr.  Smith  landed  four,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Farren,  two.  In  the  Corby  Castle  waters, 
Mr.  H.  Lawson,  one,  171b.,  and  the  keeper,  two, 
16lb.  each;  Mr.  Illingworth,  three,  151b.,  ITlb., 
191b.;  Mr.  Atkinson,  three,  14lb.,  151b.,  151b.;  Mr. 
Brafiith,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  Threlfall,  one,  181b.;  Mr. 
Houson,  four,  lOlb.,  11  lb.,  121b.,  231b.  At  Warwick 
Hall,  Mr.  C.  I^iddell,  three,  heaviest,  2(;lb.  In  the 
Dean  and  Chapter's  water  at  Wetheral,  Major  G. 
Ferguson,  one,  171b.  At  Crosby,  Dr.  ,Crick,  one, 
241b.  Below  Carlisle,  T.  Bone,  one,  171b.,  and  Mr. 
M.  Covan,  one,  191b.  The  numbers  will  probably 
fall  off  tmtil  we  have  a  fresh  run  of  fi?h.  The  pools 
have  been  so  incessantly  raked  with  spinning  baits 
that  fish  are  sure  to  get  shy. — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Severe,  rains  and 
high  winds  have  put  a  temporary  stop  to  fishing 
generally.  This  year  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
conditions  are  altered.  The  fishing  between  Cowley 
Bridge  and  Brampford  Speke  for  tne  season  for  both 
salmon  and  trout  is  six  guineas ;  trout  only,  one 
guinea,  exclusive  of  the  rod  licence.  Wading  allowed. 
Salmon  fishing  expires  on  Oct.  19,  and  trout  fishing 
on  Sept.  14.  No  fishing  permitted  before  7  a.m. 
on  any  part  of  the  water,  and  no  Sunday  fishing. 


Worm  fishing  for  trout  permitted  from  May  1. 
Tickets  from  Mr.  Henry  Osmond,  agent  to  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  the  owner  of  all  the  fishing 
rights.  The  Up-Exe  Association  fishing  for 
salmon  and  trout  commenced  March  1,  ending 
on  Aug.  31  for  trout  and  on  Oct.  19  for  salmon. 
Fishing  with  worm  allowed  on  and  after  June  1. 
No  wading  allowed  till  June  1.  Season  tickets  for 
salmon  and  trout,  throe  guineas.  Trout  season, 
31s.  (3d.  ;  half  season  from  May  1,  2l8. ;  monthly, 
15s.  ;  weekly,  7s.  (id.  Further  particulars  from 
the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  R.  Gumming,  Post  Office, 
Thorverton,  who  informs  me  that  shortly  it  is 
intended  to  place  another  lot  of  trout  (2000)  in 
this  water.  A  meeting  of  the  Tiverton  Fishing 
Association  have  re-elected  Mr.  Unwin  as  president, 
and  Dr.  Aslett  and  Mr.  Sadler  have  been  added  to 
the  committee  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Llewellyn 
and  Major  Gardner,  who  has  removed  from  the 
district.  A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  C.  Carew,  . 
stating  that  Collipriest  was  let  and  with  it 
the  fishing,  which  would  now  be  withdrawn  from 
the  association.  Regret  was  oxpres.sod  by  several 
members  that  this  should  bo  so,  as  the  stretch  of 
water  is  that  to  which  the  artisan  class  who  take 
shilling  tickets  have  had  access  almost  from  time 
immemorial.  Tiie  result  of  this  procedure  will  be 
to  curtail  the  fishing  to  members  generally  by  over 
a  mile.  Sea  fi.shing  has  been  at  a  standstill 
excepting  that  outside  the  Exmouth  Bar  and 
round  the  coast  some  good  catches  of  grey  mullet 
have  been  made — KiOO  are  stated  to  have  been 
taken  near  Salcombe. — Red  Palmek. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  been  in 
condition,  and  pike  fishing  has  improved.  A  pike 
of  91b.  was  landed  at  St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  25,  and 
a  number  of  those  fish  have  been  secured  at  Hod- 
dosdon  and  Rye  House.  In  the  Dobbs  Weir  water 
Mr.  A.  Childs  took  a  pike  of  7 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Thorley 
one  of  tilb.  Some  roach  have  also  been  caught  at 
various  stations,  but  as  to  future  sport  everything 
will  depend  on  the  weather,  which  on  Thursday 
(March  1)  seemed  still  unsettled. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  water  is  in  better 
condition  now  the  floods  have  receded  a  good  deal, 
so  that  fishing  can  be  resumed.  On  Feb.  25  a  fair 
number  of  roach  were  taken,  but  nothing  out  of 
the  ordinary  as  the  water  was  against  them.  The 
prospect  of  sport  is  looking  much  brighter  now. 
There  ought  to  bo  some  good  pike  fishing  now  if  we 
get  favourable  weather. — A.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster/, — This  district 
has  been  visited  with  some  heavy  fabs  of  rain,  snow, 
hail  and  sleet,  and  has  been  against  angling.  The 
water  is  in  fair  condition,  but  very  little  fishing  has 
been  done  of  late,  the  fish  having  been  very  slow. 
But  with  fine  weather  and  trout  coming  into  season 
there  should  be  .sport  had  in  both  streams  next 
week. — G  WYNNE. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — During  the  past 
week  the  river  has  been  more  or  less  in  flood, 
making  fly  fishing  impossible,  but  it  cleared  suffi- 
ciently on  Feb.  27  to  enable  the  rods  to  be  at  work. 
An  angler  on  the  public  water  took  five  brace 
of  trout — averaging  three  to  the  pound — which 
were  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition.  The 
best  part  of  the  river  —  that  preserved  by 
the  Rolle  Estate — will  not  be  opened  until  April  1. 
It  used  to  be  opened  on  March  1,  and  the  new  rule 
causes  dissatisfaction  among  many  anglers  of  the 
wet-fly  school.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Otter  is 
a  very  early  river,  even  among  the  early  rivers  of 
Devon,  and  March  is  a  good  month  for  spring 
fishing.  However,  by  the  new  rule,  the  stock  of 
fish  is  likely  to  be  con.siderably  preserved. — Heeon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — Water  in  first-rate 
condition  and  colour.  Several  gentlemen  been  down 
during  the  week  and  all  taken  good  bags  of  fish. 
Roach  especially  have  been  going  like  mad  for  lob, 
Messrs.  Atkinson  and  Megar,  West  and  Cocks  get- 
ting some  real  beauties.  Pike  have  also  been  on  well, 
but  although  a  quantity  have  been  taken,  81b.  was 
the  largest  I  know  of.  Only  a  couple  of  weeks  now, 
so  anglers  must  "buck  up." — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — The  Dart  fishing  commences  on 
March  1,  and  great  preparations  are  being  made  for 
the  occasion.  The  rivers  are  in  first-rate  condition 
and  the  weather  is  mild.  Last  year  one  of  the 
fishermen  had  a  fresh  run  salmon  on  the  first  day. 
The  Tavy  and  Plyra  district  does  not  commence  until 
March  2,  so  I  expect  a  rush  for  the  Dart  by  those 
who  are  waiting  for  the  opening. — William 
Hearder. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  —  Both  water  and 
weather  alike  have  been  very  unsettled  during  the 
past  two  or  three  weeks,  and  fishing  has  been  very 
slow.  The  water  is  now  again  in  splendid  condition 
for  angling  purposes,  and  some  better  sport  is 
being  obtained.  On  Feb.  25,  Mr.  C.  Webber  had 
a  nice  pike  of  5 Jib. ;  and  on  Feb.  2(5.  Mr.  Geo. 
Root,  one  of  Gib. ;  roach  were,  however,  almost 
dead  oil  feed.  iTo-day  (Wednesday,  Feb.  28),  I 
have  heard  of  a  catch  of  roach  at  Lamarsh  of  231b., 
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eleven  going  1  lb.  and  upwards ;  and  Mr.  Geo. 
Johns,  in  the  deeps  in  the  afternoon's  fishing,  having 
among  others  three  roach  over  the  pound,  largest 
IJlb.  Should  the  present  weather  continue  some 
good  sport  should  be  had,  gentles  or  brandling 
being  the  best  baits. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Siissez  Rivers  and  ChioIieBter  Canal.  —  The 
white  frosts,  fogs,  and  rain  during  the  week  have 
been  adverse  to  import,  and  but  few  anglers  have 
been  out.  A  local  angler  writes  me  that  the  Ouse 
above  Barcombe  Mills  holds  some  good  trout,  some 
few  fish  of  from  4lb.  to  61b.,  and  that  the  upper 
streams  are  fairly  well  stocked  in  the  private 
waters,  but  that  perch  and  chub  are  far  too 
numerous.  Trouting  commenced  on  March  1, 
but  in  the  preserved  streams  in  West  Sussex 
a  start  is  seldom  made  until  April  or  May. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  high  but  in  good 
oolour.  Mr.  Leech,  of  Portsmouth,  on  Feb.  27, 
secured  a  nice  pike  of  about  81b.  by  spinning.  At 
the  Basin  also  a  perch  of  about  12oz.  On  Feb.  28 
a  few  Portsmouth  visitors  tried  the  water,  and  a 
pike  of  41b.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Leech  on  spinning 
tackle. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  still  running 
rather  high  and  slightly  stained,  but  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  The  trout  season  lopens  on  March  2j 
and  from  reports  of  anglers  there  appears  a  good 
prospect  of  sport,  and  some  very  large  trout  are  at 
present  in  the  water,  ha\Tng  no  doubt  come  up  the 
river  from  the  fry  put  in  by  Colonel  Morgan.  A  few 
have  tried  for  coarse  fish  with  maggot,  and  also 
pike  with  live  bait ;  but  sport  has  been  quiet,  and 
wiU  be  until  the  weather  is  more  settled. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbonring 
Hivers. — The  low  state  of  our  rivers  combined  with 
frost  has  almost  stopped  anghng.  One  or  two  old 
stagers  have  been  out  on  the  Coquet ;  sport  poor. 
Mr.  Mills,  Newcastle,  on  Feb.  24  killed  a  fine  sea 
trout  on  the  AckUngton  water.  A  good  spate  is 
needed  to  put  angling  in  better  working  order.  The 
Tyne  is  also  too  low  for  sport,  and  no  reports  to 
hand. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  salmon  and  trout  season  on  the 
Usk  commenced  on  Friday,  March  2,  and  keen 
followers  of  the  interesting  pastime  have  been 
preparing  for  the  event  for  some  time  past.  As  far 
as  can  be  ascertained  at  the  present  time,  the 
prospects  are  fairly  good,  as  the  water  has  been  in 
good  condition  during  the  close  season.  So  far  I 
have  heard  of  no  fresh  run  salmon  being  seen,  and 
very  few  trout  have  been  rising  of  late.  This  may 
be  attributed  to  the  water  being  high  and  full  of 
snow,  and  consequently  no  flies  have  been  out. 
With  regard  to  salmon,  as  some  fresh-run  fish 
have  been  killed  in  the  neighbouring  River  Wye, 
no  doubt,  some  have  found  their  way  up  the  Usk, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  anglers  will  meet  with 
some  sport  during  the  first  week  or  so  should  the 
weather  be  fine,  as  the  water  in  the  upper  reaches 
should  then  be  in  excellent  order. — T.  R. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  we  have  had  a 
variety  of  weather,  for  the  last  day  or  two  it  has 
been  like  fill-dyke  weather.  On  Feb.  27  it  rained 
and  snowed  all  the  day  without  a  cease  until  close 
upon  midnight,  but  during  the  night  there  was 
a  keen  frost ;  but  the  weather  ia  changeable, 
and  it  takes  one  turn  in  very  short  time,  and 
one  cannot  predict  the  weather.  After  a  hard 
frost  it  has  turned  to  rain,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  is  now  raining  steadily.  Up  to  Monday, 
the  Yore,  Swale,  and  Wharfe  were  all  running  low 
and  clear  ;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  but  sport  on 
the  whole  has  been  only  slow.  Very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  in  the  Yore,  except  in  the  deeps  of 
Middleham  in  search  of  pike,  and  angling  in  this 
direction  has  been  somewhat  quiet.  In  the  district 
of  Boroughbridge  about  a  dozen  pike  fishers 
were  out  last  Saturday,  but  sport  was  slow, 
there  being  only  one  pike  caught  amongst  them, 
weighing  ju.st  upon  51  b.  The  Wharfe  has  been  in 
fair  condition,  but  rather  discoloured.  In  the 
lower  reaches  a  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out  at 
Collingham,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster ;  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  quiet,  a  few  nice  roach 
and  dace  taken  at  Ulleskelf.  The  Derwent 
has  been  running  at  the  usual  winter  height, 
•  few  rods  have  been  out  at  YeddLngham,  but 
sport  has  not  been  good  on  this  river";  an  odd  brace 
of  fairly  good  roach  have  been  taken  here  and 
there.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Black  Ox 
Angling  Club,  Bedale,  wtis  held  last  Saturday,  Mr. 
J.  Harkness  presiding.  The  hon.  sec.  submitted 
the  annual  report,  leaving  a  balance  of  £7  lis.  3d. 
as  compared  with  £3  Us.  4d.  in  1904.  The  report 
and  balance  sheet  were  adopted. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beanly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  was  so  small 
during  the  whole  \yeek  owing  to  the  frosty  weather 
prevailing  that  no  angling  was  possible.    As  soon 
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as  the  water  rises  good  sport  is  anticipated  as  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools.  A  start  was  made 
with  angling  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  several  nice 
sea-trout  grassed.  Showers  of  rain  and  sleet  are 
falling,  and  a  change  is  expected.  Conon. — On 
the  Conon  no  salmon  have  so  far  been  caught  by 
anglers,  but  the  Brahan  Castle  waters  are  expected 
to  be  let  for  March  and  April,  and  during  these 
two  months  these  waters  usually  afford  good  sport. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  the 
nets  have  so  far  done  exceedingly  well.  On  the 
opening  day  seventy-one  nice  salmon  were  landed, 
and  catches  of  from  twenty  to  forty  have  since  been 
got  daily.  Anglers  from  the  village  have  grassed 
about  a  dozen  sea-trout,  the  fish  being  in  very  good 
condition. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — A  few  spring  salmon 
are  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Double  Water,  but 
the  keen  frost  at  the  end  of  last  week  has  made 
them  very  shy.  There  is  no  disease  in  either  the 
Esk  or  Liddle  observable  by  the  keepers.  The 
netting  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Solway  opened 
last  week,  but  operations  were  commenced  on  the 
English  side  of  the  channel  a  week  previously, 
and  a  couple  of  salmon  have  been  got  in  the 
nets  at  Seafield.  The  waters  are  in  good  order 
for  the  fly,  having  been  well  cleared  by  a  suc- 
cession of  small  floods,  only  the  cold  winds 
are  not  conducive  to  successful  angling  so 
early  in  the  season,  and  no  catches  worth 
noticing  have  been  made,  excepting  those  by  Dr. 
Anderson  and  Messrs.  Foster  and  Reed  already 
reported.  It  is  too  early  for  sea-trout,  and  burn 
trout  will  not  be  in  any  condition  within  a  fort- 
night. The  slight  alteration  in  the  tariff  on  the 
Westerkirk  water  being  taken  away  will  not  affect 
visitors  to  Langholm  and  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Esk.  Few  anglers  are  out  on  the  lower  waters  on 
account  of  the  wintry  weather.  Mr.  Makent, 
however,  of  Brecon  Hill  Tower,  Longtown,  fishing 
in  the  Double  Water,  landed  a  fine  salmon  which 
scaled  181b.  There  is,  at  present,  a  temporary 
sand  bank  at  the  moiflth  of  the  Esk,  which  prevents 
the  ingress  of  salmon,  but  immediate  steps  are 
being  taken  for  its  removal,  which  I  hope  will  be 
accomplished  before  next  report,  and  not  allowed 
to  remain,  as  a  similar  one  did  some  few  years  ago, 
during  the  entire  angling  season.  Weather  cold  at 
time  of  writing. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss  Ardgay,  N.B.)'  —  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  the  severest  snowstorm 
experienced  in  this  quarter  since  the  great  snow- 
storm of  twenty-three  years  ago.  Roads  have 
been  blocked,  and  numbers  of  sheep  and  deer 
have  been  smothered  by  snowdrifts.  It  com- 
menced On  Feb.  7,  and  is  not  yet  exhausted. 
Under  such  conditions  sport  with  the  rod  was 
out  of  the  question.  One  angler,  however,  Mr. 
George  MacDonald,  Invercharron,  had  the  temerity 
to  venture  out  last  week,  but  without  success.  The 
prospects  on  Carron,  Shin,  Cassley  Oykell,  and 
Einig  (all  tributaries  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland) 
are  very  promising.  The  spawning  season  was 
excellent.  On  Monday  first  angling  is  to  commence 
on  the  Shin  from  Inveran.  Lord  Garioch  is 
also  coming  next  week  to  Belleville  House, 
Ardgay,  having  taken  for  the  season  the 
salmon  angling  of  Gledfield  (Sir  Kenneth 
Matheson's)  and  Dunie  (Countess  of  Cromartie's). 
A  few  fish  have  already  been  caught  by  the 
netters  on  the  Balnagown  fishings  and  Mr.  Ander- 
son's Invercharron  fishing  on  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land. On  Feb.  27  Mr.  Geo.  MacDonald,  on  Mr. 
Littlejohn's  rod,  had  two  salmon  of  81b.  each  on 
the  Invercharron  water,  and  Mr  John  MacLeod, 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  two  salmon  of  91b. 
and  121b.  on  Braelangwell  water.  On  Feb.  28 
weather  most  wintry  in  every  respect. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffskire). — A  good  deal  of  snow  has 
fallen  lately,  and  there  is  a  large  accumulation  in 
the  upper  districts.  There  is  still  a  keen  frost,  but 
when  a  thaw  sets  in  there  will  be  a  rise  in  the  river, 
which  is  now  getting  somewhat  low.  Fish  continue 
to  be  very  scarce  in  the  lower  pools,  and  for  the  net 
fishermen,  although  regularly  at  work  with  the  sweep- 


nets,  the  number  of  both  salmon  and  soa-troutnetted 
on  the  river  has  been  the  smallest  for  several  years. 
The  weathor  is  also  too  cold  for  rod  fishing.  On 
the  coast  there  have  been  frequent  gales  from  a 
northerly  direction,  with  a  choppy  sea,  and  only  on 
several  occasions  have  the  bag-nets  at  the  various 
stations  been  visited.  Fish  are  slow  in  drawing  to 
the  coast,  and  only  a  couple  of  boxes  were  got  for 
the  past  week,  which  were  consigned  to  the  London 
market.  Both  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  of  fine- 
form  and  capital  quality,  there  not  being  tlio 
slightest  sign  of  disea=ie.  The  heavierst  salmon 
taken  this  season  is  201b  — H.  W. 

Look  Leven  (Kinross).  — The  spawning  season 
at  Loch  Leven  has  been  very  favourable.  The 
winter  was  open  with  a  fine  flow  of  water  in  the 
streams  and  no  heavy  flooding  to  disturb  the  redds. 
There  was  a  particularly  fine  show  of  young  fish, 
while  old  fish  were  in  greater  evidence,  and  not  for 
some  years  has  so  many  spawning  fish  been  seen. 
The  Loch  Leven  Hatchery  was  fully  stocked  with 
about  280,000  ova  which  hatched  out  well  with  but 
trifling  loss.  The  young  fry  are  now  from  seven  to 
nine  weeks  old,  and  are  very  strong  and  healthy. 
A  good  many  angling  club  fixtures  have  already 
been  made.  The  opening  club  competition  is  fixed 
for  April  17,  being  two  days  earlier  than  last  year. 
At  present  most  of  the  loch  is  covered  with  ice. — 
R.  B.  Laing. 

Lock  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— On  Feb.  20, 
Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Walker,  Glasgow,  landed  a  fine  salmon 
of  251b.  On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  Chas.  Hall,  Buckingham, 
one,  171b.;  Mr.  Walker,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  Brooks, 
one,  81b.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  one,  131b. 
On  Feb.  24,  Captain  Hall,  one,  181b.;  Mr.  Brooks, 
one,  91b. — S.  Tilston. 

Lock  Tay  (Lockay  Hotel).— On  Feb.  23,  Mr. 
R.  T.  Archibald,  Cambus,  landed  one  salmon,  191b. 
On  Feb.  24,  Mr.  R.  T.  Archibald,  Cambus,  landed 
one  salmon,  231b.;  Mr.  J.  Ure,  Stirling,  landed  one 
salmon,  201b.  On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  Thornton  landed 
one  of  20Ib.    Loch  in  good  ply. — W.  Bennett. 

Lock  Tay  (Killin  Hotel;. — On  Feb.  22,  Captain 
Paterson,  Glasgow,  landed  a  salmon  181b.  On 
Feb.  23,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Stirling,  one  191b.  On 
Feb.  24,  Mr.  Reid,  Paisley,  one  171b.  On  Feb.  26, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  four,  211b.,  181b.,  171b., 
and  141b.  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Shaw,  Glasgow,  two,  181b.  and 
191b.  On  Feb.  27,  Colonel  Burnand,  one  15lb.— 
H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortiugall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  Feb.  23,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond, 
had  a  salmon  of  19Jlb.  During  the  week  the  river 
has  been  quite  unfishable  owing  to  the  frost,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  pools  in  the  Glen. 
There  is  a  prospect  of  thaw  to-day. — R.  Stewart. 

Nortk  of  Scotland.  —  Dee.  —  The  snowstorm 
which  swept  over  the  Highlands  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  last  is  just  passing  off.  The  weather  has 
been  excessively  cold,  with  severe  overnight  frosts, 
and  sportsmen  have  been  doing  more  curling 
than  angling  from  Balmoral  down  to  Banchory, 
and  even  at  Cults,  near  Aberdeen.  There 
is  practically  little  or  nothing  to  report  from 
the  upper  reaches,  but  as  the  weather  is  now 
freshening  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  end  of 
the  week  will  see  some  sport.  On  the  Upper  Durris 
water  Mr.  Meakin  had  one  and  two,  on  Feb.  23  and 
24  respectively,  and  Capt.  Singleton,  D.S.O.,  had 
five  on  Feb.  24  on  the  Lower  Durris  Water  at  Park 
Bridge.  On  the  Drum  Water  Mr.  Irvine  had  three 
fish  of  81b.  each,  and  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Glassel, 
two  on  the  same  beat.  On  the  Park  section 
Mr.  H.  F.  de  Paravicinie  and  party  had  five  fish  on 
Feb.  19,  scaling  from  61b.  to  91b.  ;  three  on  Feb. 
20,  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  ;  two  on  Feb.  22,  of  71b. 
each,  and  one  of  81b.  on  Feb.  23 ;  since  then  the 
river  has  been  too  low,  but  an  occasional  fish  has 
been  got.  On  the  Culter  Waters,  the  lessees  are 
doing  well.  On  the  Kingcausie  section,  Miss 
Fortescue  and  Prof.  Cash  on  alternate  days  have 
had  over  a  dozen,  while  Mr.  Gill  had  two  of  81b. 
on  Blairs.  On  the  tidal  Dee  waters  little  or 
nothing  is  yet  being  done.  Anglers  are  on  the 
water  late  and  early,  but  only  baskets  of  two  and 
three  can  at  the  most  be  made.  The  ice-  water  is 
against  them  rising.  Don. — The  trout  angling 
season  opened  on  March  1,  and  several  anglers  were 
out  on  the  Grandholm,  Parkhill,  and  Kintore  Burgh 
waters.  TUb  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association 
have  secured  a  lease  of  the  Balbithan  waters, 
some  four  miles  from  the  Earl  of  Kintore. 
Sport  will  be  rife  once  the  snow  clears  off,  but  it 
is  some  feet  deep  along  the  banks,  and  will  take 
some  melting.  The  keeper  on  the  Kinaldie  water 
had  a  fine  salmon  of  81b.,  but  little  angling 
has  been  done  on  account  of  the  weather. 
Ythan  and  Ugie.  —  These  rivers  opened  on 
Feb.  26,  when  anglers  were  out  on  all  available 
waters.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  reach  a  good  show 
of  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  reported,  and  the 
chances  of  good  sport  a  dead  certainty  when  once* 
the  river  gets  in  trim.    On  the  estuary  a  very  good 
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beginning  has  been  made.  On  the  Ugie,  Mr.  Wm. 
Ingram,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  James  Forbes,  Inverugie, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  Peterhead,  had  good  baskets  on  the 
opening  days.  The  river  was  in  spate,  but  with 
more  settled  weather  and  water  the  chances  of 
good  sport  are  well  assured.  The  netting  along  the 
east  coast  has  not  yet  yielded  half  returns. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Solway  rivers  opened 
their  angling  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  26.  On  Feb. 
24  there  was  a  fall  of  snow  in  the  higher  districts  of 
Dumfriesshire.  In  Upper  Annandale  the  snow  gave 
way  to  sleet  and  rain,  and  on  Feb.  25  the  Annan  was 
full  of  melted  snow.  All  the  lower  stretches  were 
out  of  order  for  the  fly  on  the  opening  day.  A  number 
of  rods  were  out  with  spinning  lures,  but  there 
was  nothing  done  in  the  tidal  parts.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew 
Bell,  captured  a  beautiful  clean-run  spring  salmon 
out  of  the  Salmon  pool  immediately  above  the 
island.  It  was  taken  with  spoon  bait  and  weighed 
7|lb.  On  Feb.  27,  the  same  angler  was  reported 
as  having  landed  an  unspawned,  late- winter  salmon, 
but  this  fish  was  carefully  returned  to  the  river  un- 
injured. Very  few  kelts  have  been  seen  rising  in 
the  lower  stretches,  but  a  goodly  number  are  to  be 
seen  showing  themselves  in  the  higher  waters.  The 
weather  has  been  stormy  and  very  cold  for  angling 
since  Monday.  On  Feb.  28  the  temperature 
was  excessively  cold,  there  was  a  fine  breeze 
on  the  water  but  few  anglers  ventured  out. 
In  the  Firth  the  nets  are  picking  up  spring  salmon. 
Quite  a  number  of  fine  spring  fish  of  from  71b.  to  121b. 
were  caught  on  Feb.  27,  and  there  were  two  or  three 
weighing  from  I61b.  to  181b.  each.  The  Dumfries 
Nith  also  opened  its  waters  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week,  but  there  has  been  no  sport  so  far  on  any  of 
the  stretches.  A  few  spring  salmon  have  been 
running  within  the  past  day  or  two. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlonrj. — During  the  past  ten  days  the 
weather  has  not  been  particularly  favourable  for 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Spey,  but  if  the  rain  which 
has  now  begun  continues,  prospects  will  be 
distinctly  better.  A  good  many  kelts  are  being 
landed.  Some  salmon  have  been  killed  on  the 
Aberlour  water,  one  of  71b.,  on  Feb.  19,  by  John 
Mackenzie  (fisherman),  and  others  of  91b.,  7Jlb., 
8^1b..  71b.,  and  121b.,  on  Feb.  20,  22,  26,  and  28  by 
James  Keid  (keeper),  both  fishing  for  the  proprietor. 
— N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  advantage  secured  on 
the  opening  day  and  for  a  few  days  after  has  not 
been  so  well  maintained  since,  the  river  being  now 
rather  low  and  clear  and  the  weather  frosty.  The 
fis,h  are  shy  to  rise.  On  the  Laggan  water,  on 
Feb.  23,  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fishermen,  had  a  salmon 
of  201b.,  and  on  the  Arndilly  water,  on  Feb.  21, 
Captain  Moan,  one  of  16Jlb.,  while  Major  Grant, 
Glengrant,  killed  one  of  7lb.  on  Easter  Elchies 
water  on  Feb.  21.  The  eight  rods  of  the  Gordon 
Castle  party  are  having  fair  sport.  The  rough  weather 
is  seriously  interfering  with  the  salmon  fishings  on 
the  coast,  very  few  fish  having  as  yet  been  caught. 
Appearances  rather  point  to  a  scarcity  of  salmon 
in  the  spring. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Very  cold  weather  was  experienced  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  and  this,  together  with  the 
low  state  of  the  river,  spoiled  sport  considerably. 
Within  the  last  day  or  two,  however,  the  weather 
has  got  milder,  the  thaw  causing  a  slight  rise  in  the 
water,  and  as  a  good  many  fish  came  through 
with  the  weekly  slap  they  will  be  enabled  to  push 
forward.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes 
for  week  ending  Feb.  27.  Cloichfoldich. — Fish- 
ing this  water  on  Feb.  21,  Mr.  Duncan  Macpherson 
killed  one  salmon  of  201b.  Upper  Grandtully. — 
Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs  fishing  this  beat  on  Feb.  21,  landed 
one  fish  of  191b.  Pitcastle. — Mr.  Guthrie  Lor- 
nie's  boatman  caught  one  fish  151b.  on  Feb.  21,  and 
another  of  181b.  on  Feb.  24.  Dalgxhse. — On  this 
water  on  Feb.  21,  Mrs.  Pearith  killed  one  fish 
of  171b.  Edradynate. — Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston 
killed  five  fish,  of  21Jlb.,  17ilb.,  171b.,  IB^lb.,  and 
14^1b.  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  Alex. 
Heyder  caught  two  fish,  lolb.  and  7 Jib.,  on  Feb.  22, 
and  two  of  21  lb.  and  I51b.  on  Feb.  23  ;  while  Mr. 
Ernest  Shand  had  one  of  21  Jib.  on  Feb.  26,  and  two 
of  241b.  and  111b.  on  Feb.  27.  Burnmouth  and 
Benchill. — Mrs.  Melrose  landed  one  fish,  191b.,  on 
Feb.  26,  and  another  of  211b.  on  Feb.  27;  while 
Mr.  Bunnell  had  one  of  221b.  on  Feb.  23.  Battleby. 
— Mr.  Archd.  Coats'  boatmen  caught  one  fish  of 
221b.  on  Feb.  23.  Dei.vine. — Mr.  Graeme  White- 
law  caught  one  fish,  171b.  on  Feb.  24,  while  his 
boatmen  killed  one  of  171b.,  on  Feb.  20;  and  three 
of  201b.,  I8lb.,  and  16lb.,  on  Feb.  22.  River 
TcJMMEL. — Fishing  the  Faskally  stretch  of  this 
river  on  Feb.  23,  Mr.  H.  W.  Rawlinson  killed  a 
nice  salmon  of  18Jlb.,  while  another  angler  landed 
two  of  221b.  and  181b.  on  the  lower  water.  Fishing 
the  Fisher's  Hotel  water  Mr.  Stewart  got  one  fish 
18Jlb.  on  Feb.  24  and  another  of  151b.  on  Feb.  26, 
while  Mr.  Forbes  had  one  of  15ilb.  on  Feb.  26. 
MuKTHLY  Water. — Mrs.  B.  B.  Marston  had  a 


salmon  of  171b.  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  one  of  181b. 
on  Feb.  28.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Since  last  report  snow 
and  frost  still  hold  sway,  and  although  the  sun  was 
strong  through  the  day  at  the  end  of  last  week  the 
small  clear  water  and  bright  sun  did  not  go  well 
together.  The  river  is  now  big  again,  and  if  only 
the  snow  and  ice  would  go  good  sport  might  soon 
be  had.  Fishing  from  Braal  on  Feb.  22,  Mr.  R.  C. 
Murray,  on  Beat  No.  4,  got  one  fish  ISJlb.,  and  on 
Feb.  23,  on  Beat  No.  3,  one  of  171b.  ;  and  Colonel 
A.  D.  Bulpett,  one  of  91b.  On  Feb.  24,  Colonel 
Bulpett,  on  Beat  No.  4,  had  another  of  81b.,  and 
Mr.  G.  A.  Gibb,  on  Beat  No.  3,  one  also  of  81b. 
—A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  and  weather 
unfavourable.  Mr.  T.  Lane,  two  salmon.  8Jlb.  and 
lOlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Reid,  one,  17lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Allinan, 
one,  171b.;  Mr.  Wm.  Beasley,  two,  14Jlb.,  IfiJlb. ; 
Mr.  C.  H.  Stanley,  two,  9Jlb.,  lOjlb. ;  The  Earl  of 
Bandon,  one,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  H.  B.  T.  Rye,  one,  lOJlb.  ; 
Mr.  M.  Good,  one,  CJlb. ;  Mr.  F.  C.  Stenning,  two, 
SJlb.,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Macklin,  one.  81b.;  and  Mr. 
W.  S.  Ho..ford,  one,  9Jlb.— W.  Haynhs  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District  — The  weather  continues 
cold,  and  snow  and  sleet  fell  at  intervals  this  week, 
verifying  the  old  proverb  that  "  March  comes  in 
like  a  lion."  In  the  past  week  a  few  brown  trout 
were  killed  on  the  Antrim-road  Basin,  and  a  couple 
of  rainbows  up  to  21b.  On  March  1  the  remaining 
waters  in  this  district  opened  for  angling.  At  time 
of  writing  they  are  too  high  for  fly  fishing,  and  will 
be  till  the  end  of  the  week.  Last  week  a  41b. 
salmon  from  the  Boyne  was  on  view  in  a  local 
fishmonger's  window. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork). — Water  high  and  un- 
settled ;  sport  poor.  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove-Annesley,  on 
the  KiliavuUen  water,  on  Feb.  21,  one  of  171b.  and 
another  of  191b.  Mr.  Fred  Lucas,  on  Mr.  Dennehy's 
upper  Kilmurray,  one,  271b.  On  the  Kilbarry 
water,  the  gentlemen  fishing  from  Mr.  Bowles' 
cottage,  seven — one  of  51b.,  three  of  171b.  each, 
one  of  l!)Jlb.,  one  of  21  lb.  and  another  of  231b. 
On  Ballynaroon,  Mr.  John  W.  Logan,  three,  91b., 
101b.,  and  211b.,  and  on  Ballyduff ,  Master  J.  Logan, 
Feb.  26,  two,  lOlb.  and  271b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  This  river  has 
been  out  of  fishing  order  for  most  of  the  last 
fortnight,  owing  to  great  floods  and  discoloured 
water.  Col.  Vernon  landed  one  fresh-run  salmon, 
11  Jib.,  on  Feb.  22,  and  T.  Gilroy  (the  keeper)  landed 
four  fresh-run  salmon  on  Feb.  22,  23  and  24, 
weighing  from  9lb.  to  121b.  Owing  to  the  high 
flood  continuing  so  long  fresh-run  salmon  are  pass- 
ing through  the  Bundrowes  river  to  Lough  Melvin 
in  goodly-  numbers,  where  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
began  on  March  1. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Iioe  Biver  (co.  Cork). — Weather  very  unfavour- 
able. Cold  and  wet.  River  high  and  unsettled. 
On  the  Mashonaglass  water  the  fisherman  had  one 
salmon  121b.,  on  the  Nettleville  water  Mr.  F.  G. 
Duplisses  one  161b.,  on  Lord  Bantry's  water  Inspec- 
tor-General Fitzgerald  two  131b.,  18lb.,  on  Rooves 
water  Mr.  Michael  Daly  one  171b.,  on  the  Fargus 
water  Mr.  H.  Vaughan-Clark  (Bristol)  one  111b., 
on  Castleinch  Mr.  J.  O'Brien  one  1 1  lb. ,  at  Innis- 
carra  Mr.  J.  O'Callaghan  one  111b  ,  and  Captain 
Reiss  one  81b. ;  on  the  Powdermills  Mr.  Joseph 
Pike,  D.L.,  four,  81b.  101b.  111b.  131b.,  and  on  the 
Carrigrohane  water  Mr.  Francis  H.  Bass  three,  7lb. 
81b.  101b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longph  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville,  oo.  Keny). — 
No  salmon  have  been  had.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  has  improved,  and  prospects  are  brighter. 
Fly-fishing  has  commenced,  but  will  not  become 
general  until  later  on. — T.  J.  D. 

Killamey.  —  Sport  continues  to  improve  at 
salmon,  and  has  been  fair  at  brown  trout  during 
the  last  few  days.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
salmon  are  arriving  in  fairly  good  numbers. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  fair  in  the  weirs,  some  large  fish  being 
taken,  but  rod  fishing  was  poor  owing  to  the  river 
being  in  flood  and  snow  showers.  The  river  is 
coming  into  good  order  now,  and  some  good  fishing 
is  expected.  There  were  some  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  got  during  the  last  few  days.  Lough  Conn 
is  too  high  yet,  but  is  well  stocked  with  fish  owing 
to  the  high  water  all  the  year. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  ijoughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Bauiua,  co. 
Mayo). — Rivers  here  for  the  past  week  quite  out 
of  order  owing  to  the  heavy  snow  showers,  there- 
fore no  salmon  angling  has  been  done.  On  the 
shallows  some  nice  trout  were  got,  principally  with 
fly  and  mumow.  Mr.  Murry  had  eleven  one  day, 
largest,  3lb.  A  big  run  of  salmon  at  the  Ballina 
Salmon  Weirs  averaging  141b.,  largest,  241b.  Both 
loughs  are  high  for  good  angling  yet. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  con- 


tinues rather  inclement ;  water  has  gone  up  sorno- 
thing  but  is  yet  in  good  order.  On  Hermitage  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  221b.  ;  on  Newgarden, 
the  fisherrfien  killed  one  salmon,  17lb. ;  on  Prospnct, 
the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  27lb.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Enright  fishing  with  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  fishermen 
on  the  Castle  fishery,  killed  one  salmon,  291b. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe). — During 
the  last  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  the  weather  has 
been  the  reverse  of  favourable  to  salmon  fi-hing, 
for  which  reason  the  week  ^las  been  blank,  and  this 
week  again  heavy  frosts  alternating  by  night  and 
day,  and  cutting  north-east  winds  during  the  rest. 
All  that  is  needed  to  bring  better  things  is  a  change 
in  the  weather,  and  then,  indeed,  pains  in  the 
elbows  will  be  all  the  fashion  with  many  an  enthu- 
siastic angler. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  as  I  write  is 
favourable,  and  pollack  fishers  are  about  making 
a  start  with  good  chances  of  success. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  P«er). — Sport  from  the  pier  still 
remains  poor,  though  at  times  some  fair  results 
have  been  obtained  by  a  few  of  the  more  ardent 
sportsmen.  A  heavy  ground  swell  has  generally 
prevented  all  flatfish  from  taking  the  baits,  and 
the  codlings  have  been  taken  in  very  limited 
numbers.  On  Feb.  23  a  strong  east  wind  prevailed, 
and  but  few  rods  were  in  position,  the  only  catch  of 
the  day,  four  dabs,  falling  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Mead  way. 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Weiss,  Mr.  Jones,  and 
Mr.  Mills  fished  for  some  hours  without  success  and 
retired  from  the  scene  early  in  the  aftornoon.  Mr. 
F.  Woods,  of  the  Greshams,  Mr.  E.  H.  Raven,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Purkiss,  Mr.  Tress,  and  Mr  Branscombe 
fished  on  Feb.  24,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  2lb. 
codling  which  fell  to  Mr.  Woods'  rod  and  three 
dabs  caught  by  Mr.  Raven,  little  was  taken  through- 
out the  day.  Messrs.  Brownjohn,  Hayes  and 
Cucksey,  of  the  Putney  A.S.,  together  with  Mr. 
White  and  Mr.  Woods,  patronised  the  pier  on 
Feb.  25,  but  it  proved  quite  an  off  day, 
though  late  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Woods  secured  a 
lot  of  pouting.  A  pleasant  south-west  wind  prevailed 
on  Feb.  26,  but  the  day's  fishing  was  anything  but 
satisfactory,  though  Mr.  Stock  captured  a  few  good 
codlings  and  Mr.  Tress  creeled  a  lot  of  pouting.  Mr, 
Band  stood  well  to  the  fore  on  Feb.  27,  his  morning's 
catch  comprising  thirteen  dabs,  but  Mr.  J.  Dyer, 
Mr.  E.  Dyer,  Capt.  Dicks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purkiss, 
Mrs.  Tress,  and  Mr.  Branscombe  found  matters 
very  slow  in  the  afternoon,  the  only  takes  of  im- 
portance being  a  codling  by  Mrs.  Tress,  and  a  small 
mixed  catch  made  by  Capt.  Dicks.  The  wind  oa 
Feb.  28  blew  with  some  strength  from  the  north- 
west, and  was  accompanied  by  a  heavy  ground 
swell,  the  results  of  the  morning's  fishing  being 
practically  nil.  Mr.  Stock  and  Mr.  Dyer,  however, 
each  got  a  few  codlings  in  the  afternoon,  and  small 
pouting  bit  well  upon  the  slack  of  the  tide.  A 
large  lump-sucker  was  washed  ashore  on  Walmer 
beach  on  Sunday  morning  last,  and  was  the  object 
of  much  interest  to  the  large  numbers  of  persons 
who  viewed  it  during  the  course  of  the  afternopn.— ! 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Heme  Bay. — Very  fair  catches  of  codling  and 
pouting  are  being  taken  daily  at  the  rocks  near  the 
town,  the  boatmen  getting  from  three  up  to  five 
score  a  day.  Rod  anglers  are  not  trying  their  luck 
from  boats,  but  some  use  the  pier  with  little  success, 
a  few  small  plaice  and  dabs,  with  a  stray  codling 
at  times. — E.  F.  W. 

Flymonth. — The  grey  mullet  are  still  giving  good 
sport  at  Turnchapel.  I  do  not  remember  theit 
staying  so  long  on  the  feed;  they  are  very  large 
also,  and  require  stout  tackle  to  lift  them.  The  best 
time  for  them  is  at  night,  when  the  tide  suits.  The 
fishermen  are  now  preparing  for  the  bass  that  they 
are  expecting  daily.  The  smelt  are  taking  oS  a  bit 
and  the  pollack  are  not  yet  in  evidence.  Flatfish 
can  be  taken  in  the  Millbay  Docks,  but  are  rather 
small  at  present. — William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  cic. 

Anglebs'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £1  10s.,  Queen's  A.S.  ;  £2  2s.,  Hollowaj 
A.S. ;  and£l  17s.  6d.,  Camden  A.S. — W.  H.  Babbee, 
9,  Hetley-road  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Feb.  21  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided.  Two 
nominations  for  membership  were  received ;  ballot 
in  due  course.  The  chairman,  who  had  attended  the 
usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  i 
Association  on  Feb.  19,  was  suitably  thanked  for  > 
the  report  he  gave  of  the  proceedings  at  that 
meeting.     A  few  routine   matters  were  trans- 
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SURPLUS  STOCK, 


Bx>own    Tx>oia.t,    Raintoow,    and    Locli    ILieven  Trout. 

PER   5,000     ...     -  £4 

MUCH   REDUCED  PRICES. 

^p^,;^  immec;m<e?y-itf^jy^^GJEJg,  EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S  FISHERIES,  Holywell,  North  Wales. 


Blagdon  Lake 
Trout  Fry 

FOR  SALE. 


For  Prices  apply  to — 

MP.  DONALD  CARR,  Obley,  Near  Bristol. 


Send  for  Price  lAst  of  .  .  . 

OVA,  FRY.  YEARLING,  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS  IRIPEUS.  &c. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO. 

Opders  should  be  booked  early  to  prevent 
disapttointmentm 


The  TRENT  FISH^CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 
RAINBOW  TROUT  FOR  SALE 

TO  CLEAR  OUT  FOR  COMING  SEASON. 

Yearlings   and   Two  -  Year  -  Olds. 

Apply— MANAGER,  Fisheby,  Milton,  Bubton-on-Teent. 


THE  MOST  USEFUL  PRESENT  TO  A  FISHERMAN, 

Meat,  Effective,  and  Portable,  and  always  ready. 

A  FRIEND  IN  NEED. 


Do  you  ever  get  you  Yliea  caught  up  a  tree  ?  Well — 
Use  a  "  RELEASER." 

Insert  the  tip  of  your  rod  under  the  ruhher  baud  (see  cut),  and 
raise  the  "  RELEASER"  to  the  twi(?  and  withdraw  rod,  leaviug 
the  "  RELEA.SER  "  on  the  twig.  A  slight  tug  on  the  attached 
cord  will  cut  the  twig  ;  down  it  comes,  and  your  flies  and  leader 
are  saved 

Price,  in  Leather  Case,  2/-  each. 

SPECIALIxy— Split  Cane  and  Greenheart  Rods  .Made  and  Repaired,  and  all  patterns  of  Ferrules 
made  on  the  premises  by  lirst-class  workmen.  A  trial  will  convince 


HENRY  WHITTY, 


FISHING    TACKLE  MANUFACTORY, 

15,  Basnet t  St.,  Liverpool 

(ONLY  ADDRESS), 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY 


STIRLING,  N.B. 


SEASON  1906. 

NEW  CATALOGUE 

{12ih  Editloin) 


GUT,  CASTS,  RODS  AND  FLIES  A  SPECIALITY. 
RODS,  REELS  AND  WADERS  REPAIRED. 


J.  L  MILLERi  NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

19 f  New  Station  Street,  LEEDS. 


Telegrams:  "Piscatok,  Leeds.' 


Telephone:  2601. 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUT  FARM. 

BROWN    TROUT.  Pry.  25/0  per  1,000. 

RAINBOW    TROUT.  Yearlings,  from  25/0  per  100. 

LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT.       a.year-olds,  from  7Q/0  per  100. 


50 


SHRIMPS,  SNAILS,  etc.,  from  £1  per  pint. 
FERTILISED  MAY-FLY  OVA.  Price  lAsts  free  on  Application. 


Apply— MANAGEB,  Andoversford,  Gloucestershire. 


I 


Two-year-old  &  Three-year-old  FARIO  TROUT 

to  dispose  of  at  very  reasonable  prices. 


AIessr*a.  ANDREWS,  TKe  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere. 
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acted.  The  river  at  Harefield  was  a  good 
colour  this  last  week  end,  but  the  temperature 
remains  very  low.  On  Feb.  25  there  was  a  fair 
gathering  of  members  at  the  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
our  country  headquarters.  Messrs.  Goble  and  Sage 
had  roach;  Mr.  Beckett,  jack;  and  Mr.  Sainton 
creeled  a  few  nice  roach  (best,  lib.  6oz.) ;  also  dace 
and  chub  from  a  certain  part  of  the  Colne.  I  would 
remind  those  members  who  are  in  the  final  round 
for  the  club  cup  that  this  round  must  be  fished  off 
on  March  11  in  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's 
water.  The  "  sides  "  match  to  be  fished  at  Marlow 
on  March  4  has  been  abandoned,  and  notices  have 
been  posted  to  that  effect. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  finest  show  of  fish  the  society  has  yet  had 
was  on  view  at  the  meeting  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  27,  when  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs 
presided.  The  trays  of  the  society  were  filled  to 
overflowing,  most  of  the  following  catches  being 
exhibited.  Mr.  Beamont,  twelve  good  perch  of 
about  Jib.,  small  fish  having  been  returned;  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  five  perch  and  seven  'dace  ;  Mr.  Loneon 
(Goring),  twelve  perch,  eight  pike,  and  two  dozen 
roach  ;  Mr.  Frank  James  (Broxbourne),  five  pike  up 
to  (ijlb  ;  Mr.  J.Warne,  two  nice  jack  up  to  .'JJlb.,  from 
Lakenheath ;  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin  (Datchet),  eight 
chub  up  to  S-Jlb.  ;  the  best  basket  of  all  being  that 
of  Mr.  G.  C.  Grammer  from  the  Wye,  which  included 
six  pike  (two  being  nearly  101b.  each),  three  chub, 
besides  roach  and  small  jack ;  Mr.  C.  Haynes  was 
unfortunately  too  late  to  register  a  good  catch  of 
151b.  roach  and  a  nice  jack  of  4Jlb  ;  there  were  also 
several  other  reports  of  fishing — some  quite  un- 
favourable. A  gentleman  nominated  Feb.  13 
was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  The  proposed 
scheme  of  the  London  Water  Board  affecting 
the  Lea  was  again  discussed,  and  it  was 
announced  that  there  was  a  very  strong  local  resist- 
ance to  the  project,  further,  and  this  is  very 
important,  the  proposal  will  meet  with  strong 
opposition,  both  from  the  London  and  also  from 
the  Middlesex  County  Councils  when  before 
Parliament.  Attention  was  particularly  called 
to  the  supper  to  take  place  at  Wraysbury  on- 
Saturday,  March  10,  names  of  members  partici- 
pating to  be  handed  in  on  Tuesday,  March  6 ;  also 
to  the  Roach,  Dace,  and  Chub  Competition  on  Tues- 
day, March  13 ;  the  supper  on  March  20 ;  and 
Lantern  Entertainment,  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb,  on 
March  27. — -Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Mark  Davies presided  over  a  particularly  well- 
attended  meeting  of  members  and  guests  from 
some  of  the  best  known  angling  clubs  on  Feb.  27. 
Among  the  clubs  represented  may  be  mentioned 
the  True  Waltonian,  the  Highbury,  the  Leyton 
Waltonian,  and  the  Piscatorial.  These  were  doubt- 
less attracted  by  the  invitation  to  hear  a  paper  by 
the  "  Trent  Otter."  Mr.  Martin  divided  his  subject 
into  two  parts,  the  first  part  dealing  with  the 
Trent  from  historical  and  piscatorial  standpoints. 
There  was  no  doubt  whatever,  even  if  Mr. 
Martin  had  not  mentioned  it,  that  he  had  made 
the  Trent  a  subject  of  lifelong  study,  and 
it  was  generally  conceded  that  wliat  "  Trent 
Otter"  does  not  know  of  the  historic  river  is  of 
very  little  value  to  anyone.  Very  considerable  time 
must  have  been  devoted  to  research  to  supplement 
and  substantiate  the  facts  brought  out  by  him. 
His  descriptions  of  the  scenery,  the  various  forms 
of  aquatic  and  aerial  life,  his  grand  captures,  now 
alas !  very  rare,  combined  to  make  a  paper  as 
interesting  as  it  was  useful.  As  regards  his 
second  part,  dealing  with  his  experience  of  the 
Great  Ouse,  one  could  almost  imagine  oneself  with 
the  angler  when  he  made  such  good  bags.  Mr. 
Martin  claims  no  pretension  to  wield  the  fly-rod 
with  any  degree  of  dexterity,  but  somehow  or  other 
his  skill  (and  gentles)  generally  managed  to  secure 
him  plenty  of  sport.  The  chairman  warmly  wel- 
comed the  visitors  present,  and  when  the  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  Mr.  Martin 
for  his  admirable  reading,  they  were  not  slow 
to  express  their  thanks,  both  to  Mr.  Martin 
and  the  society,  for  the  pleasant  evening  they 
enjoyed.  A  grand  show  of  pike,  971b.  in 
weight,  part  of"  a  catch  of  1501b.,  graced  the  trays, 
the  fortunate  captors  being  Messrs.  Zerfass,  Gill, 
Salraond,  and  Dr.  Spencer.  There  will  be  a  com- 
mittee meeting  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  sharp. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Anglinq  Society. 

A  particularly  interesting  evening  was  passed  on 
Feb.  28,  when  the  popularity  of  our  Wednesday 
meetings  emphatically  asserted  itself,  members  and 
visitors  attending  in  force  to  support  Mr.  F.  W. 
Harding,  who  filled  the  office  of  chairman.  Mr.  A. 
Ellis  Forbes  was  the  successful  angler  of  the  week, 
having  recorded  roach  up  to  lib.  lOJoz.  A  discus- 
sion ensued  on  legal  and  illegal  fishing,  and  members 


gave  their  various  opinions,  many  of  which  were  most 
amusing.  The  Highbury  Toast  at  10  o'clock  was 
received  according  to  usual  custom,  and  the  meeting 
closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Hill  presided  on  Feb.  27.  During  the 
evening  a  good  show  of  fish  graced  the  tables,  taken 
by  Messrs.  A.  Hill  and  F.  Berry.  The  following 
have  weighed  in  since  last  meeting :  Mr.  T.  Stone, 
roach  (two  best)  lib.  13oz.  and  lib.  8oz. ;  A.  Hill, 
chub,  dace,  perch,  and  roach  up  to  1  lb.  5Joz.  ; 
W.  Radburn,  roach  up  to  1  lb.  |2Joz.  ;  F.  Berry, 
roach  (two  best),  lib.  lOjoz.  and  lib.  HJoz.,  perch 
(best)  lib.  ll^oz.,  dace  (best)  lOoz.  ;  J.  Serjeant, 
perch  and  chub. — Sec,  pro.  tern. 

Liverpool  Rod  and  Gun  Club. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  was  held  at 
headquarters,  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  Liverpool,  on 
Friday  Feb.  23,  and  was  well  attended  by  members 
and  their  friends.  In  the  absence  tlirough  illness 
of  the  president.  Colonel  Perry,  the  chair  was 
occupied  by  the  chairman  of  the  club,  W.  Samuel 
Lord.  The  catering  was  done  in  excellent 
style  and  reflected  groat  credit  on  the  host, 
W.  Vine.  At  the  close  of  the  dinner  the  chair- 
man presented  to  W.  E.  Bate  a  handsome 
tea  and  ,  coffee  service,  he  having  caught 
the  heaviest  trout  in  the  club  waters  last  season  ; 
this  handsome  trophy  was  presentedjby  the  brothers 
Messrs.  H.  and  T.  Williams.  The  company  were 
entertained  right  royally  by  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Messrs.  J.  A.  Chadwick,  O.  E.  Bosworth,  J. 
L.  Langford,  Austin,  Gill,  and  Hill.  The  chairman 
announced  the  following  trophies  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  club  for  competition  among-^t  the 
members  during  the  ensuing  year: — A  six-guinoa 
American  split-cane  rod,  presented  by  the  president, 
and  a  12ft.  split-cane  rod,  by  one  of  our  leading 
home  makers,  presented  by  Mr.  E.  Bate.  The 
club  finished  up  last  season  with  a  good  balance  in 
hand,  and  have  had  a  considerable  advance  in  the 
membership  already,  and  everything  points  to  a 
very  successful  season. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywater.-;  was  in  the  chair  on  Monday, 
but  again  there  was  little  news  to  report  from  the 
Society's  waters.  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon,  from  an  account 
given  by  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  appeared  to  have  taken 
only  small  jack  at  Newbury,  the  river  being 
high  and  running  very  fast.  Mr.  Bradford 
himself  did  not  get  a  fish.  At  Uxbridge  Mr. 
Forster  Hardy  had  some  jack — best  fish  61b.  8oz. 
Several  members  had  tried  the  roach,  but  without 
success.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  had  been 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Tweed,  gave  an  amusing  re- 
capitulation of  his  doings.  He  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  three  clean  fish,  weighing  7lb.,  81  b., 
and  81b.  8oz.  respectively,  beside  several  fine 
trout.  An  interesting  exhibit  was  made  by 
Mr.  A.  J.  Gear,  a  gentleman  residing  at  Ascot, 
in  the  shape  of  a  fine  perch  of  41b.  3oz.,  modelled  in 
papier-mach6.  The  cast  was  exceedingly  lifelike, 
the,  colouring  of  the  fins  and  scales  being  par- 
ticularly skilfully  and  artistically  done.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Gear  for  his 
kindness  in  showing  the  model. — Hon.  Sec. 

Weybridge  Angling  Association. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  W.A.A.  will  take  place 
on  April  4  next  at  the  Holstein  Hall,  Weybridge. 
Mr.  Frank  Holme  Sumner,  the  chairman  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Wheeley  the  vice-chair.  The  prizes  won  in  1905 
will  be  presented  during  the  evening,  and  a  large 
attendance  is  expected. 


ProviQeial  Angling  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday/  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  only  seems  a  short  time  ago  since  I  advocated 
the  formation  of  angling  societies  in  the  Black 
Country.  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton  were  the 
two  first  places  to  take  the  matter  up,  and  now 
they  have  first-class  associations  well  governed  and 
financially  strong.  Other  smaller  societies  have 
been  formed,  and  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  B.D.U.A.A.,  or  the  P. A. A.,  they  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  travelling  at  the  reduced  fare.  Since 
the  two  first  named  societies  have  been  affiliated 
we  have  had  branches  at  West  Bromwich,  Oldbury, 
Spon  Lane,  Cradeley,  Old  Hill,  Langley  Green, 
Netherton,Gibb  Heath,and  the  Lye-Stourbridge,etc. 
We  have  had  one  or  two  nice  fine  days,  but  on 
Tuesday  we  had  a  fearful  day,  as  it  snowed  and 
rained  for  about  eighteen  hours.  All  our  local 
rivers  are  out  of  order,  and  nothing  will  be  done 
for  some  time  ;  all  our  members  have  now  to  look 


to  the  canals  and  rivers  for  their  sport.  Some  of 
our  clubs  were  out  on  Sunday  last;  the  St.  Paul's 
fished  the  Severn  at  Kemsey,  but  little  was  done, 
the  fish  being  off  the  feed.  The  West  End  did 
fairly  well  at  Rugeley.  On  Sunday  next  the 
following  clubs  will  fish  bye  contests  in  our  canals. 
The  Queen's  Arms  at  Hatton,  the  Gun  at  Warwick, 
and  the  Gibb  Heath  at  Wilmcote.  The  Alliance 
are  due  at  Ketch  on  the  same  day.  The  Lye- 
Stourbridge  Club  have  made  so  many  new  members 
this  year  that  they  have  had  to  apply  for 
another  supply  of  travelling  ^ards  from  the  P. A. A. 
Two  members  of  the  Dudley  Club  have  been  having 
good  sport  with  the  pike  at  Grove  Pool,  Pensnett  ; 
nine  fish  were  taken,  the  largest  101b. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

We  are  having  a  better  time  on  the  Fen  waters 
just  now  than  lias  been  the  case  for  several  weeks 
past.  Thanks  to  the  gradual  manner  in  which  the 
snow  has  taken  its  departure,  the  bottom  fishing 
on  the  Witham  has  not  been  interfered  with  to 
such  an  extent  as  might  have  been  expected. 
Roach  fishermen  who  have  patronised  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Sleaford  Canal  in  the  Chapel  Hill 
district  have  fared  wonderfully  well.  Bags  weigh- 
ing from  151b.  to  201b.  have  been  creeled,  and  some 
of  the  fish  have  been  remarkably  fine  specimens. 
Roaohing  at  the  drain  ends  in  the  Bardney  district 
of  the  Witham  has  also  resulted  in  some  very 
good  kills,  but  the  fish,  probably,  have  not  run  so 
large  as  at  Dogdyke.  Here  roach  unto  IJlb.  and 
perch  up  to  2 Jib.  have  been  accounted  for.  Forty- 
foot  subscribers  liave  done  best  on  the  upper 
reaches — notably  in  the  Dowsby  and  Dunsby  Fen 
districts.  There  has  been  little  pike  fishing  of  late, 
but  with  the  waters  getting  into  a  condition  for 
trolling,  I  hope  to  have  better  news  'to  tell  next 
week. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  all  more  or  less  in  fair  con- 
dition for  this  week  end,  especially  the  Driffield 
Canal  and  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull ;  but  this 
week  so  far  the  weather  has  been  so  wet  and  stormy 
that  few  local  enthusiasts  have  been  out,  and  witli 
the  exception  of  about  a  dozen  roach  from  the 
Wilfholme  district,  little  was  done  during  the 
past  week.  Our  local  associations  are  busy 
arranging  their  fixtures  for  the  coming  season, 
and  this  week  the  Albert  Angling  Association 
meet  at  their  headquarters  in  Lockwood-street 
on  special  business.  This  club  is  open  for  a  few  new 
members.  The  Fecretary  is  Mr.  W.  Billham.  The 
West  Hull  Association  met  the  other  evening  to 
arrange  preliminaries  for  the  season  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Frank  Carle,  with-  Mr.  G.  W. 
Schofield  as  secretary.  Our  neighbours  across  the 
Humber  at  Grimsby  and  Brigg  are  also  busy  in 
putting  their  clubs  in  order  ;  and  the  New  Holland 
anglers  met  on  Feb.  23  at  the  Yarborough  Hotel 
and  reorganised  their  club  for  the  season,  extending 
its  district  to  Barrow,  Barton,  and  Gothill.  Mr. 
W.  Syms  was  re-elected  president ;  Mr.  A.  Kirman, 
treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Brumby,  secretary. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  nice  rain  within  the  past  few 
days,  and  conditions  are  drawing  nicely  to  "  fishy." 
Flies  continue  to  hatch  out  in  daily  increased  quan- 
tities, while  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  streams 
trout  are  looking  up  with  considerable  freedom  for 
about  a  couple  of  hours  at  mid-day.  In  Gowan 
Head  dam,  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Kent,  I  saw 
quite  a  nice  show  of  trout  rising  on  Tuesday  last,  but 
they  were  taking  something  very  small — invisible,  in 
fact,  to  me.  Hutton  and  Stainton  becks  are  turning 
out  a  few  fish,  but  both  streams  are  on  the  low  side 
for  successful  angling.  A  good  heavy  twenty-four 
hours'  downpour  would  do  good  throughout  the 
district.  Trouting  opened  generally  on  Friday  on 
all  waters  under  the  control  of  the  Kent,  Bela, 
etc..  Fishery  Board,  with  the  exception  of  the  river 
Duddon,  and  tlie  river  Lune  also  falls  due  on  that 
day. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Recent  storms  have  again  flooded  the  Bollin,  and 
this  time  it  is  full  of  snow  water.  An  important 
meeting  of  the  Atherton  Centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  is  called  for  next  Tuesday. 
Bootle  anglers  have  been  doing  well  amongst  the 
chub  in  the  Vymwy  at  Llansaintffraid.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  the  promised  "  Chats  on  Angling,"  by 
Capt.  H.  Hart  Davis,  is  heard  of  in  this  county ;  at 
Worsley  he  is  very  popular.  If  our  locals  want  a 
few  days  before  March  15  they  cannot  beat 
Llangollen. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

All  the  pluck  is  knocked  out  of  our  City  rods  by 
the  inclement  weather  of  the  past  fortnight.  Still, 
however,  the  old  hands  are  preparing  for  a  visit  to 
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Lake  Vyrnwy,  which  opened  on  March  1,  and  it  is 
an  open  secret  thair  records  are  to  be  lowered,  if 
possible,  this  season.  There  is  a  very  fair  demand 
for  tackle  in  this  city,  and  neglected  repairs  are  at 
last  coming  in.  The  Welcomb  A.  S.  have  arranged 
two  matches — one  at  Nantwich,  and  the  other  at 
Northwich.  Their  social  with  the  George  A.S.  was 
a  most  enjoyable  function. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  and  sleet  fell  heavily  on  Feb.  27,  and  on  the 
following  morning  the  Trent  began  to  rise  rapidly. 
Evidently  anglers  were  in  for  a  big  influx,  though 
for  weeks  past  they  have  grown  accustomed  to 
floods  and  semi-floods.  Last  week-end  the  river  had 
run  into  nice  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  votaries 
were  busy  on  most  of  the  favourite  backwaters. 
Six  handsome  fish  were  taken  on  the  Kelham 
section,  and  one  or  two  of  good  size  were  killed  on 
Hazleford  Island.  Many  rods  were  out  on  Feb.  22, 
at  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow,  but  although 
runs  were  obtained  the  quarry  were  of  compar- 
atively small  dimensions.  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks 
has  been  getting  roach  and  bream  at  Fisker- 
ton  from  the  south  bank,  and  roach  have 
been  creeled  at  Wilford,  Clifton,  Barton,  Atten- 
borough,  and  Trent  Lock ;  they  fell,  for  the  most 
part,  to  the  small  red  worms,  used  in  tight-floating 
style  in  the  eddies  and  lay-byes.  I  learn  on  very 
good  authority  that  several  salmon  have  been  seen 
to  leap  in  the  Inway  at  Hazleford :  they  would  be 
fresh  run  fish,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  others  will 
head  up  the  river.  It  is  now,  of  course,  legal  to 
angle  for  them. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  some  wintry  weather,  and  high 
north-easterly  winds,  bitterly  keen,  and  only  on  one 
or  two  days  has  an  angler  been  out.  Independent 
of  the  weather,  the  water  is  not  in  condition  for 
succe.ssful  angling,  and  the  only  sport  I  have  heard 
of  thii  week  was  three  fine  pike,  caught  by  Messrs. 
Phillips  and  Jackson.  Pike  are  now  full  of  spawn, 
and  it  would  be  well  to  let  them  alone  for  a  time. 
They  are  destructive  fish,  but  they  afford  good  sport. 
The  salmon  nets  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  Severn 
and  some  very  good-sized  fish  have  been  taken.  A 
fine  fish  of  about  161b.  or  171b.  was  taken  in  Mr.  J. 
Stephens'  net  at  Holt  Fleet,  the  markings  on  which 
were  very  remarkable,  and  fishermen  of  many  years' 
experience  say  they  never  saw  one  like  it.  It  had 
eight  rows  of  fine  black  spots  running  down  the  sides 
of  its  body.  Complete  rows  of  spots  from  the  top 
of  the  head  in  semicircles  to  the  gills,  and  perfect 
rows  of  spots  round  the  butt  of  the  tail.  It  was 
exhibited  at  Mr.  J.  Hunt's,  Fishmonger,  High-street, 
and  was  thought  to  be  a  stranger  to  these  waters. 
The  clubs  are  now  busy  arranging  for  the  coming 
setkson.  The  Fotmtain  Club  had  a  very  full  meeting 
on  Monday,  and  the  secretary's  report  shows  the 
club  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  After 
their  splendid  contribution  of  over  £20  to  the 
infirmary,  they  have  a  good  balance  in  hand,  and 
their  prize  list  this  season  will  be  of  the  usual  liberal 
character. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  matters  are  very  quiet,  the  local  reports 
for  the  week  being  tame.  The  state  of  the  weather 
and  the  condition  of  the  fishing  waters  are  not  con- 
ducive to  success  beyond  the  barest  achievements, 
and  the  few  rodmen  who  have  traversed  the  Ouse 
and  Fobs  banks,  or  ventured  further  afield,  returned 
with  little  to  show  for  their  patience  and  endurance. 
The  continual  complainings  of  a  large  body  of  pike 
anglers  of  lack  of  sport  by  reason  of  the  growing 
scarcity  of  this  fish  received  expression  at  the 
meeting  for  1906  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  in 
York  on  Feb.  24.  The  York  Amalgamation  were 
supported  by  those  of  Leeds  and  Hull  in  their 
memorial  to  the  Board,  an  account  of  which  appears 
elsewhere. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Though  the  weather  has  been  generally  against 
angling,  some  fair  or  average  sport  has  been  had 
among  salmon  on  the  principal  rivers  open  for 
angling,  but  lake  fishing  has  been  everywhere  much 
below  the  mark.  Generally  speaking,  the  angling 
roturtis  show  a  decided  falling  off  for  the  month,  but 
it  is  confidently  expected  in  all  quarters  that  March 
will  make  amends — ample  amends,  let  us  hope — 
for  the  slackness  of  sport  during  February.  Sea 
angling  continues  practically  at  a  standstill  every- 
where owing  to  continued  unfavourable  weather. 
At  time  of  writing  the  weather  has  assumed  a 
very  favourable  aspect,  and  the  outlook  all  round 
is  much  improved,  especially  as  far  as  fresh  water 
angling  is  concerned. 

NoRTTi  OP  Ireland. 
Spring  salmon  are  running  the  Bush,  which  is 
one  of  the  earliest  of  northern  rivers.    The  March 


salmon  fishing  on  Lord  MacNaghten's  water  has 
been  rented  by  Col.  Allison,  Belfast.  The  Erne  opened 
on  March  1,  in  rather  a  high  state  for  angling.  A 
good  head  of  trout  is  generally  reported  from  this 
water.  The  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  Angling  Club  will  fish 
Sixmile  and  the  Clady,  at  Dunadry,  on  March  9, 
and  the  Glenavy  on  March  20.  The  club  has 
arranged  for  a  coarse  fishing  competition  at  Toome 
on  April  3. 


HERNE  BAY  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held 
on  Feb.  22,  Mr.  F.  W.  Wacher  (the  president)  in  the 
chair.  After  the  usual  loyal  toast  Dr.  Fenoulhet, 
in  proposing  "  The  Heme  Bay  Angling  Association," 
said  he  thought  the  whole  town  was  much  indebted 
to  those  who  founded  the  society  and  had  brought 
it  to  the  success  it  had  attained.  He  hoped  the 
association  might  continue  to  prosper,  and  asked 
them  to  drink  the  health  of  the  society,  and  to 
couple  with  the  toast  the  name  of  their  president. 

The  President,  in  reply,  said  he  greed  with  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Fenoulhet  that  it  was  good  for  a 
town  like  Heme  Bay  that  it  should  possess  such  an 
association  as  that,  as  no  doubt  it  was  an  attraction 
to  visitors.  They  had  a  fair  number  of  fish  on  that 
part  of  the  coast,  and  he  had  heard  of  two  gentle- 
men who  had  gone  down  to  a  point  opposite 
Reculver  that  day  and  had  caught  some  fair-sized 
cod,  which  ought  to  be  an  attraction  to  anglers. 
He  imderstood  that  the  bass  were  beginning  to 
show  up,  and  he  hoped  they  would  have  a  little 
more  bass  fishing  even  than  last  year.  They  would 
hear  presently  from  Major  Brine  of  the  trophy 
which  the  society  was  trying  to  bring  forward,  and 
which  would  be  a  great  attraction  to  anglers  from 
other  places,  and  would  be  a  great  draw  to  the 
town. 

Mr.  F.  Wood  proposed  "  The  Officers  of  the 
Association,"  and  testified  to  the  energy  and 
enthusiasm  of  them  all,  particularly  of  the  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the 
names  of  Mr.  Gripper  and  Mr.  Lomer. 

Mr.  Lomer,  in  reply,  spoke  of  the  debt  of 
gratitude  they  owed  to  Mr.  Wheeler,  their  hon. 
correspondent,  whose  special  knowledge  of  fishing 
had  enabled  them  to  spend  many  interesting  and 
instructive  evenings. 

Mr.  Gripper,  as  secretary,  replied,  tracing  the 
history  of  the  association  from  the  beginning  down 
to  the  present  time,  with  its  membership  of  close 
upon  100.  He  spoke  of  the  recent  festival  as 
having  been  satisfactory,  and  showed  the  need  of  a 
trophy  to  make  the  festival  an  important  one,  and 
he  also  urged  the  necessity  of  lengthening  and 
widening  the  landing  stage,  so  that  they  could  get 
off  the  small  boats  and  land  at  all  states  of  the  tide. 

Major  Brine  proposed  "  The  Visitors."  His  re- 
marks had  reference  principally  to  visitors  to  the 
town,  and  they  wished  to  attract  as  many  as  pos- 
sible to  Herne  Bay.  They  had  issued  a  pamphlet, 
giving  information  a?  to  the  fishing  grounds, 
with  a  chart  and  the  depth  of  water,  and  every- 
thing else  that  an  angler  wished  to  know,  and 
this  had  been  sent  to  many  towns  and  to  every 
angling  association  in  the  country.  At  Herne 
Bay  they  could  fish  longer  than  at  any  other 
place  ;  they  had  one  pf  the  best  fishing  stations  on 
the  coast,  and  yet  when  they  looked  at  Hastings 
they  saw  that  1000  anglers  attended  the  festival, 
and  he  asked  them  to  compare  these  figures  with 
those  who  had  entered  in  the  annual  competition  at 
Herne  Bay.  This  was  in  a  measure  due  to  the  want 
of  a  mayor  and  corporation.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  he  was  going  to  couple  with  the  toast  was  at 
present  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Council,  and  he 
hoped  in  a  very  short  time  to  see  him  Mayor  of 
Herne  Bay.  If  they  were  going  to  obtain  a  large 
number  of  entries  for  the  festival  at  Herne  Bay 
they  must  have  a  trophy,  which,  he  thought,  they 
ought  to  seriously  consider  if  it  were  not  possible 
to  supply. 

Dr.  Fenoulhet,  while  agreeing  with  much  that 
Major  Brine  had  said,  thought  that  if  they  waited 
till  they  had  a  mayor  and  corporation  before  they 
obtained  this  trophy  the  association  had  a  long 
time  to  look  forward  to.  He  should  be  pleased  to 
give  a  guinea  towards  it,  and  hoped  others  would 
do  the  same. 

Mr.  P.  Iggulden  said  Major  Baine  had  touched  on 
many  subjects  in  which  he  was  interested.  He 
recognised  that  every  association  of  that  kind  went 
to  build  up  a  town  and  seaside  resort  by  advertis- 
ing it  in  parts  where  otherwise  it  might  be  unknown. 
They  were  doing  their  best  to  make  the  place  at- 
tractive, and  by  that  means  to  make  the  town  a 
success  by  encouraging  visitors  to  come  among 
them.  He  expressed  his  intention  of  subscribing 
a  guinea  towards  the  trophy. 

During  the  evening  a  splendid  musical  programme 
was  gone  through,  and  the  proceedings  closed  with 
the  National  Anthem. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  member  who  described  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Bath  Anglers'  Association,  held  at  the  Full  Moon 
Hotel  last  Tuesday  evening,  as  "  making  up  for 
many  a  disheartening  day's  fishing,"  probably  did 
not  exaggerate,  for  the  function  in  several  ways 
excelled  all  previous  efforts.  Numerically  there 
was  a  capital  gathering,  and  the  good  fellowship 
which  is  synonymous  with  a  muster  of  fishermen 
tended  to  make  the  occasion  a  memorable  one. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Tanner  served  the  dinner  in  his  best 
style. 

Following  the  loyal  toasts  proposed  by  the  chair- 
man, the  Mayor  submitted  the  "  Bath  Anglers' 
Association  "  in  a  characteristic  speech.  The  only 
reason  he  presumed  that  he  had  been  asked  to 
undertake  that  duty  was  that  ho  knew  less  about 
angling  than  anyone  else — except  angling  for  votes 
to  get  into  the  Council.  (Laughter.)  Speaking 
.seriously,  the  Mayor  said  he  knew  there  were 
splendid  fish  in  the  Avon,  and  he  hoped  that  before 
long  they  would  see  the  river  purified,  so  that  they 
might  catch  anything  they  liked,  but  no  netting  in 
close  time.  He  wished  the  Association  every  success 
and  prosperity. 

In  responding,  the  Chairman  said  he  thought  that 
as  an  association  they  could  all  feel  particularly 
honoured  by  the  genial  presence  of  the  Mayor  of 
Bath.  It  was  a  very  pleasing  thing,  he  was  sure, 
for  the  Mayor  to  see  so  many  well-known  citizens 
present,  men  occupying  various  positions  in  the  city, 
and  they,  in  their  turn,  were  proud  of  being  anglers. 
He  would  be  lacking  in  appreciation  if  he  did  not 
mention  two  gentlemen  who  had  taken  an  interest 
in  the  association  for  many  years  past,  and  who  did 
all  in  their  power  to  keep  it  in  a  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition. 

Mr.  F.  Fortt  proposed  "  The  Visitors,"  and  ex- 
pressed his  pleasure  that  there  were  railway  officials 
present,  to  whom  they  owed  much,  and  he  took 
that  opportunity  of  saying  that  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  received  from  them  was  appreciated. 

Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Phillips  ably  responded.  The 
healths  of  the  "  Chairman  "  and  the  "  Mayor  "  were 
drunk  with  musical  honours.  An  excellent  musical 
programme  was  arranged,  and  the  proceedings 
terminated  with  "  God  Save  the  King." 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  above  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  February  23,  when  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Professor  Littledale,  supported 
by  a  large  and  influential  company.  Letters  of 
apology  for  non-attendance  were  read  from  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Cardiff,  Dr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Jackson 
(Newcastle).  After  an  excellent  dinner,  the  usual 
loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  duly  honoured. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Watkins  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Town 
and  Trade  of  Cadiff."    Council  Dixon  responded. 

The  Chairman  in  giving  the  "  Cardiff  Piscatorial 
Society,"  referred  to  the  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  anglers  in  Cardiff  during  past  few  years. 
The  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  was  the  Premier 
Angling  Society  of  Cardiff,  and  had  a  very  honour- 
able record. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows,  in  responding,  said  it  was 
evident  from  the  splendid  attendance  that  evening 
that  the  society  had  renewed  its  youth.  He 
believed  that  they  were  going  to  have  a  record 
year  from  the  point  of  view  of  number  of  members 
and  usefulness. 

Mr.  H.  Groves  (Glamorgan  Anglers)  proposed  the 
"  Provincial  Angling  Association,"  and  Mr.  Richard 
Harris  (a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
that  body)  responded. 

Mr.  Leo  Joseph  proposed  "Kindred  Societies," 
and  Councillor  J ohn  Mander  in  responding  threw  out 
a  suggestion  for  the  formation  of  an  association  of  all 
the  angling  clubs  in  Wales,  for  by  organisation  they 
could  agitate  effectively  and  get  a  great  deal  more 
for  anglers.  It  was  agitation  of  this  sort  which  had 
resulted  in  the  starting  of  the  hatchery  in  Roath 
Park,  in  which  this  year  no  less  them  120,000  trout 
ova  were  laid  down. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Salmon  gave  the  toast  of  "  The 
Visitors,"  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Leyshon  responded. 

Mr.  C.  W.  NichoUs  gave  "The  Press,"  and  Mr. 
M.  A.  Wright  and  Mr.  Chas.  Waring  responded. 

During  the  evening  the  chairman,  on  behalf  of 
the  Society,  presented  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Townsend  a 
handsome  silver  cigarette  case,  in  acknowledgment 
of  his  .services  as  Jjon.  sec,  an  office  he  had  to  resign 
recently  in  consequence  of  his  leaving  Cardiff  to 
take  up  his  residence  at  Yeovil.  During  the  evening 
the  prizes  won  by  members  during  the  past  year 
were  distributed,  and  a  splendid  musical  programme 
was  gone  through. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held 
on  February  28.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the 
chair.  The  resolutions  adopted  were  the  customary 
cut-and-dried  one?. 

The  Annual  Report,  a  most  carefully  and  well- 
prepared  document,  chronicled  nothing  but  suc- 
cesses in  the  operations  of  the  Society  in  1905 — 
350  new  candidate!  came  forward  for  election  as 
members,  and  the  annual  subscription  of  members 
joining  after  Dec.  31  was  increased  to  a  guinea, 
except  that  for  coimtry  members  having  no  residence 
or  business  address  within  twenty-five  miles  of 
Charing  Cross,  wives,  daughters,  and  the  sons 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  of  country  members 
remaining  at  5s.  (id  ,  those  of  town  members  being 
raised  to  lOs.  6d.  The  museum  of  mounted  and 
preserved  specimens  included  some  eighty  exclu- 
sively British  fish,  and  the  library  contained  an 
increased  number  of  books  upon  special  subjects, 
and  arrangements  were  in  progress  to  lend  them 
out  to  members  who  at  present  had  only  the 
privilege  of  using  them  at  the  Society's  rooms. 

The  annual  fixtures  had  all  been  carried  out 
successfully.  The  dinner  at  the  Cecil,  with  Sir 
George  Doughty,  M.P.,  in  the  chair,  had  been 
attended  by  212  members  and  their  friends.  The 
members'  annual  competition  at  Deal  brought  in 
279  entries,  and  the  recorded  takes  were  very  good. 
The  competition  for  specimen  fish  was  a  good  one, 
the  "  Sarcelle  "  cup  being  taken  by  Mr.  Botteley, 
the  committee  cup  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Lewis  for  the 
capture  of  selected  classes  of  fish  on  a  given  section 
of  the  coast,  the  "  John  Bickerdyke  "  cup  for  pier 
fishing  taken  by  Miss  Allison  Wolff,  and  the  Deal 
Corporation  (Challenge  Cup,  and  the  Society's  Gold 
Medal  for  the  greatest  weight  of  sizable  fish  taken 
from  a  boat,  taken  by  Mr.  D.  Matthews,  were  most 
successfully  won  aftijr  keen  competition. 

The  Ladies'  evening  at  the  Gaiety  Restaurant, 
with  its  vocal  concert,  had  pleased  the  many  ladies 
who  graced  the  function  with  their  presence.  The 
smoking  concert  at  the  Society's  rooms  was  crowded 
by  men.  So  they  were  also  on  Oct.  25,  at 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey's  lecture  and  lantern  show, 
"  The  Fish  and  Fishermen  of  the  English  Channel." 
The  Exhibition  of  sea  fishing  tackle  in  September 
was  largely  attended  by  the  general  public,  and 
satisfied  both  the  trade  exliibitors  and  the 
members. 

At  the  Wednesday  evening  meetings  the  long 
programme  had  been  successfully  carried  through, 
and  the  attendances  of  members  and  friends  large — 
at  times  crowded— and  the  subjects  had  been  well 
discussed. 

The  Society's  stations  on  the  coast  now  number 
320,  and  were  still  being  added  to.  The  past  season 
was  on  the  whole  a  favourable  one.  Mr.  Hearn's 
skate  of  1921b.  is  probably  the  heaviest  fish  ever 
captured  by  rod  and  line,  and  Mr.  Bullock's  fine 
halibut  of  951b.  deserves  mention. 

The  formation  of  the  National  Council  of  Sea 
Anglers,  in  which  this  society  materially  assisted, 
was  hailed  with  much  approval. 

The  Norwich  Sea  Angling  and  the  Deal  and 
Districts  Angling  Association  have  been  affiliated  to 
the  parent  society  during  the  year. 

The  accounts  demonstrated  the  very  sound 
financial  position.  The  cash  balance  of  £536  5s.  9d. 
at  Dec.  31,  1905,  showed  an  increase  of  £193  7s.  9d. 
upon  that  of  Dec.  31,  1904.  The  total  (received) 
income  of  the  year  was  £745  Os.  lid.,  and  the  ex- 
penses paid  and  unpaid  £624  14s.  9d. 

The  report  and  accounts  were  unanimously 
received  and  adopted,  the  late  auditors,  Messrs. 
Harry  Barker,  F.C.A.,  and  Richard  H.  Nerney, 
F.C.A.,  re-appointed  and  thanked.  Messrs.  Basten, 
Ray,  and  Britten,  who  had  been  appointed  scruti- 
neers, handed  in  their  report  of  the  ballot,  and  the 
chairman  declared  the  result.  The  president.  Sir 
Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  the  thirty-seven  vice-presi- 
dents, the  hon.  treasurer,  Sir  R.  Biddulph  Martin, 
Bart.,  hon.  solicitor,  Mr.  George  R.  Cran,  and  hon. 
librarian,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  were  re-elected. 
So  were  the  outgoing  seventeen  members  of  the 
committee,  with  the  addition  of  four  new  candidates, 
Messrs.  F.  D.  Holcombe,  H.  Shakel,  Owen  L.  Sum- 
mers, and  F.  Waller. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  committee  and 
officers  of  last  year  was  carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  Minchin  on  their  behalf  returned  thanks.  A 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  also  accorded  to  the 
secretary,  Mr.  James  Pickup,  whose  unvarying 
courtesy  and  exceedingly  hard  work  under  somewhat 
trying  circumstances  had  won  for  him  the  respect 
of  all  the  members.  Mr.  Pickup  suitably  responded. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
was  passed  for  his  long  and  valuable  services  to 
the  society.  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton  ("Sarcelle") 
will  read  a  paper  on  "  Rambles  and  Reminiscences  " 
on  March  7.  H.  P. 


^offings       tl)c  ^Da^. 


The  canker  galls  the  infanta  of  the  Spring, 
Too  oft  before  their  buttons  be  disclosed  ; 
And  in  the  morn  and  liquid  dew  of  youth 
Contagious  blastments  are  most  imminent. 
Be  wary  then  :  beat  safety  lies  in  fear. 

— Shakespeare. 


As  will  be  seen  from  an  advertisement  on  page  iv., 
the  well-known  firm  of  waterproofers  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Anderson  and  Anderson  are  holding  their 
great  annual  stock-taking  sale.  A  visit  to  their  city 
premises,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C.,  or  to 
their  West-end  establishment,  58  &  59,  Charing 
Cross,  S.W.,  will  well  repay  those  in  search  of  real 
bargains.  The  list  of  articles  on  sale  is  almost 
bewildering,  and  would  occupy  nearly  a  page  were 
we  to  enumerate  them.  Early  application  for  a 
pamphlet  is  advisable,  as  the  genuine  clearance 
sale  will  shortly  be  over. 


Tbce  first  and  second  prizes  in  the  Anglo  French 
Piscatorials  Competition  at  Yalding  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  and  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs. 
Another  outing  is  arranged  for  the  Thames  on 
March  11.  Ten  punts  have  already  been  secured, 
and  probably  more  will  be  requisitioned.  Prizes  to 
the  value  of  about  ten  guineas  still  remain  to  be 
fished  for.  The  annual  banquet  will  take  place 
early  in  April,  when  the  enthusiastic  members  will 
be  turning  their  attention  to  the  capture  of  trout 
and  salmon. 


A  BRIEF  account  of  the  Herne  Bay  Angling 
Association's  annual  dinner  appears  elsewhere.  I 
was  not  present,  not  that  I  was  afraid  of  Hon.  Sec. 
Gripper's  "  grip,"  for  Herne  Bay,  both  in  summer 
and  winter,  has  such  a  charm  for  me  that  I  should 
not  ask  for  the  release  of  the  "grip"  for  at  least  a 
week.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the  function  was 
so  enjoyable  and  successful. 

*  «  «  *  * 

These  briny  anglers  savour  of  the  salt,  and,  like 
the  majority  of  ancient  mariners,  ask  for  what  they 
want  to  eat,  and  see  that  they  get  it.  Mr.  Gripper 
says:  "I  am  sending  you  a  menu  in  English!" 
What  mean  you,  Mr.  Secretary  ?  You  should  have 
said,  "Bill  of  Fare,"  and  omitted  the  "Russian" 
Charlotte  if  you  wanted  it  to  be  in  English. 

***** 

However,  this  was  the  bill  of  fare: — 
Upsail. 
Olives  and  Oddments. 
Down  Anchor. 
Thick  Oxtail. 
First  Haul. 
Cod  and  Mussel  Sauce. 
More  Bait 
Land  and  Sea. 
Ground  Bait. 
Roast  Haunch  of  Mutton. 
Roast  Beef.  Vegetables. 

Up  Anchor. 
Russian  Charlotte.  Jellies. 
Beach. 

Cheese.  Celery. 


"Her  Wild  Oats." 
Reabers  wiU  remember  the  very  favourable 
notice  of  ''John  Bickerdyke' s  "  very  entertaining 
novel,  "Her  Wild  Oats,"  which  appeared  in  these 
columns  when  the  work  was  first  published.  With 
a  very  powerful  cast  (in  which  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook 
appeared  as  Christopher  Forrest),  "Her  Wild 
Oats,"  a  Thames-side  comedy  in  four  acts,  was 
recently  presented  at  Ellis's  Theatre,  Goring,  also 
at  the  Corn  Exchange,  under  the  direction  of  M. 
Stewart  Dyer.  The  play  is  by  "  John  Bickerdyke  " 
and  Mr.  W.  Gavazzi  King.  The  piece  was  splendidly 
"  staged,"  and  the  whole  of  the  actors  and  actresses 
most  creditably  acquitted  themselves,  as  was 
evidenced  by  the  vociferous  enthusiasm  when 
the  author  and  many  others  of  the  cast  were  called 
before  the  curtain.  The  audiences  were  large  and 
fashionable,  and  highly  appreciated  the  music 
between  the  acts  discoursed  by  an  efficient  string 
band.  The  proceeds  will  be  given  to  the  Walling- 
ford  Cottage  Hospital,  which  is  of  great  service  to 
the  poor  and  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 


Just  a  reminder  that  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton  will 
deliver  his  lecture  on  "Rambles  and  Reminis- 
cences "  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  March  7, 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
On  the  14th,  a  paper  by  Mr.  Hubert  Bass,  "The 
North  Sea  Fisheries";  on  the  21st,  the  annual 
dinner ;  and  on  the  28th,  a  paper  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker,  "The  Balance  of  Rods." 


"  Englishmen  take  their  pleasures  sadly  "  ( this 
is  a  quotation).  Very  well ;  they  can  please  them- 
selves how  they  take  it — or  leave  it.  "  Termino- 
logical inexactitude  "  is  another  quotation.  The 
question  is,  "  What  is  pleasure  ?  "  In  the  days  of 
public  executions  Bill  asked  a  casual  acquaintance 
whether  he  was  going  to  see  the  pirates  hung  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  The  answer  was,  "  Not  me  !  I'm 
married.  Don't  see  no  pleasure  now."  I  have 
heard  that  some  people  find  pleasure  in  fishing,  and 
do  not  mind  how  hard  they  toil  for  that  pleasure. 
Of  course,  opinions  differ.  When  the  boys  threw 
stones  at  the  frogs  {vide  "  Allsop's  Fables  "),  one  of 
the  croakers  remarked,  "  What  is  pleasure  to  you 
is  death  to  us."  We  often  seek  pleasure  but  do  not 
always  get  it. 

***** 

Now  I  am  going  to  thrust  a  pleasure  upon  you  ; 
it  is  this.  A  new  work  is  in  the  press,  and  will 
be  ready  about  March  12,  entitled,  "  Fishing  for 
Pleasure,  and  Catching  It."  When  I  tell  you  that 
the  author  is  the  "Amateur  Angler,"  the  news 
will  be  received  with  pleasure.  All  the  works  by 
this  genial  writer  are  contagious,  and  if  you  wish  to 
avoid  "  catching  it  "  don't  read  it.  But  this  is  to 
give  notice  that  on  receipt  of  postal  order,  payable 
to  Mr.  Lardent,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London,  E.C.,  for  Ss.  6d.,  a  copy  will  be  sent  post 
free  to  any  address  in  Great  Britain. 


It's  a  long  lane  that  has  no  worm  in. 


A  glance  at  the  hon.  secretary's  report  on  p.  150 
of  the  lecture  before  the  Gresham  anglers  and 
friends  on  Tuesday  evening  last  by  Mr.  J.  W  Martin 
will  confirm  what  I  said  last  week — "  there  was  a 
treat  in  store  for  those  who  could  attend."  I  can 
only  say  that  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself,  and 
hope  to  give  some  extracts  later,  for  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  lecture  we  listened  to  with  such  rapt 
attention  will  form  part  of  a  new  book  which  Mr. 
Martin  will  publish  next  autumn.  The  book  will 
consist  of  twenty  chapters  extending  over  200  pages, 
and  will  be  the  personal  recollections  on  twenty-five 
rivers  and  sixteen  counties. 

 *  

Those  Carp. 
A  CORRESPONDENT  writes : — "  Dear  Mr.  Dragnet, 
I  know  an  old  pond  that  contains  roach,  bream, 
perch,  but  oh !  the  carp.  In  the  early  summer, 
carp  from  61b.  to  81b.  lie  near  the  surface,  basking 
in  the  sun  in  shoals,  in  the  only  secluded  spot 
where  it  is  very  shallow,  from  about  1ft.  to  3ft. 
in  depth,  and  which  is  the  only  part  near  the 
side  which  is  unfishable,  there  being  so  much 
refuse  at  the  bottom.  At  any  rate,  we  have 
tried  night,  day,  dawn,  and  evening  fishing  at  all 
depths,  tried  every  imaginable  bait — vegetable, 
fruit,  worm,  paste,  wheat,  etc.,  but  we  can  never 
catch  one.  Can  you  suggest  any  plan  how  to 
circumvent  these  carp  ?  "  [I  know  that  carp  are 
very  difficult  of  capture,  and  wish  I  could  help  you. 
You  seem  to  know  something  about  baits  ;  perhaps 
there  is  something  wrong  with  the  tackle.  I  am 
afraid  you  must  wait  until  the  carp  leave  the 
"unfishable"  side  and  come  out  into  the  open.  If 
this  should  meet  the  eye  of  any  carp  finder  perhaps 
he  wiU  let  me  know  his  opinion.] 


Reward  is  its  own  virtue. 


A  Good  Pike  from  the  Thames. 

Mr.  G.  a.  Thomassen  writes: — "I  thought  you 
might  like  to  have  particulars  of  a  good  jack  a  Mr. 
J.  C.  Brooke  (Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Society) 
caught  in  the  tumbling  bay,  Shiplake  Weir,  on 
Feb.  25.  It  weighed  20|lb.,  girth  21in.,  length,  tip 
to  tail,  39in.,  female  fish,  heavy  in  spawn.  It 
gorged  a  7in.  roach  on  Jardine  snap  tackle,  while 
Mr.  Brooke  was  putting  together  another  rod.  I 
called  out  to  him  he  had  a  run,  and  he  came  at  once 
and  struck  it,  and  from  the  time  of  doing  so  to  the 
time  I  netted  it  was  a  little  over  three  minutes.  It 
was  hooked  in  the  throat,  and  evidently  did  not 
want  to  fight,  as  I  got  it  into  the  net  (a  large 
one)  at  the  first  attempt.  We  weighed  ifc  on  a 
spring-balance  at  Mr.  Constantino's  house  and  it 
went  just  over  231b.,  but  on  our  club  scales 
20 Jib.,  and  they  are  correct.  We  had  five  other 
jack,  largest  4lb.  7oz.,  and  I  hooked  and  lost 
a  jack  which  we  thought  to  be  the  male  companion 
of  the  201b.  fish." 


AocoTXNTS  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society,  the  Wrexham  and  District 
Angling  Association,  and  the  Malvern  Anglers' 
Association  are  unavoidably  held  over  until  next 
week.  Dragkbt. 
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^oics  from  f^e  ilorf^. 

•'Dark  Lochnagar"  looks  pretty  white  just 
now  from  top  to  bottom,  and  so  do  the  other 
numerous  peaks  far  and  near.  A  slump  has  fallen 
on  the  angler's  lot,  but  it  will  soon  pass  off,  and 
then  for  the  fray. 

Lord  Aberdeen  has  doubled  the  price  of  his 
angling  tickets  on  the  Haddo  House  public  waters  ; 
but  they  are  not  yet  too  dear  at  20s.  for  the  whole 
season,  on  some  eight  or  ten  miles  of  salmon,  sea- 
trout,  and  brown  trout  waters.  Daily  tickets  have 
been  introduced  at  23.  6d.  each. 


Captain  Singleton,  D.S.O.,  had  five  fine  salmon  on 
Feb.  23,  on  the  Lower  Durris  Dee  water  at  the 
Bridge  Pool. 

Salmon  have  been  very  scarce  during  the  week. 
In  fact,  they  have  been  "  short "  all  over  the  east 
coast  ever  since  the  season  opened,  and  prices 
have  accordingly  been  ruling  high.  Netsmen  are 
grumbling  all  round. 

The  next  best  thing  to  being  at  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Annual  was  to  read  the  account  of  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  this  is  indeed  one  of  our  annual  treats 
— as  good  as  the  summer  number. 


The  tidal  anglers  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan 
are  this  year  being  requested  to  mark  kelt  finnock 
with  a  silver  wire  behind  the  dorsal  fin.  Of  course, 
this  mark  is  only  good  for  one  year.  A  specimen 
(average)  kelt  is  to  be  secured  and  sent  to  Mr. 
Calderwood,  of  the  fishery  board.  The  marking  is 
at  the  suggestion  of  local  Dee  anglers,  and  may 
result  in  something  definite. 

That  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  is  a  stickler  for  the  fly  and  fly  only  is  well 
known  up  Cabrach  way,  and  on  his  other  senai- 
public  waters,  which  is  a  sine  qua  non  of  all  permis- 
sion to  fish.  And  the  waters  are  benefiting  from 
thus  policy  so  much  that  in  a  few  years  there  will  be 
nothing  like  them  in  the  north. 

Mr.  Finch,  Alford,  has  again  taken  a  section  of 
the  Don  from  the  Earl  of  Kintore.  Few  can  fill  a 
basket  better  than  Mr.  Finch  with  trout. 


The  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association  have 
rented  another  section  from  the  Earl  for  the  benefit 
of  their  members.  This  is  in  addition  to  their  Dee 
waters. 


The  Don  rose  slightly  on  Feb.  25,  but  it  wants  a 
full  three  feet  to  be  of  much  use. 


Mr.  J.  R.  C.  Deverell,  Middle  Temple,  London, 
who  is  again  on  the  Lodge  water  at  Kincardine 
O'Neil,  landed  the  top  fish  of  the  Dee,  as  yet,  on 
Feb.  17,  being  a  beauty  of  23lb. 

The  Gordon,  Mar  Lodge,  Akroyd,  and  Jock  Scott 
(Nos.  4-0  and  5-0)  are  the  ruling  flies  on  the  Dee, 
but  with  a  spate  heavier  hooks  will  be  necessary. 

Special  Scotch. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  24.  Mr. 
W.  H.  St.  Quintin,  vice-chairman,  presided.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  also  present: — Major  J. 
W.  Dent,  Col.  R.  F.  Meysey-Thompson,  Messrs.  W. 
G.  Royston,  J.  W.  MorkiU,  Rev.  W.  H.  Higgins, 
Hon.  G.  E.  Lascelles,  CoL  W.  Lodge,  Messrs.  A.  S. 
Lawson,  W.  D.  Russell,  A.  F.  Burton,  A.  R.  Empson, 
C.  O.  Hall,  J.  Melrose,  and  J.  E.  Jones,  secretary 
for  the  Board  of  Conservators.    Capt.  W.  H.  Key, 
the  chairman,  moved  the  re-election  of  the  Earl  of 
Harewood  as  chairman.    His  lordship  had  gone  to 
the  West  Indies  for  a  cruise,  and  would  be  back 
shortly,  and  in  view  of  the  important  work  which 
would  have  to  be  done  by  the  board  for  the  next 
few  weeks  it  was  desirable  for  them  to  re-elect  their 
late  chairman,  who  was  familiar  with  the  work 
Major  Dent  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
Mr.  A.  F.  Lawson  moved  the  re-election  of  Mr.  St. 
Quintin  as  vice-chairman,  which  was  seconded  by 
Col.  Meysey-Thompson,   and  was  carried.  The 
chairman  thanked  them  for  the  honour  they  had 
done  him,  and  moved  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones  should 
be  re-electnd  secretary,  which  was  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  Higgins.    The  motion  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Jones  thanked  the  board,  and  said  he  had 
always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  th^  duties  of  hi^ 


office.    He  presented  the  annual  report,  which  was 
taken  as  read.    The  following  are  the  extracts : — 

The  balance  of  £481  18s.  Id.  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  board  at  the  end  of  the  year  1904  has 
been  increased  to  £623  23.  7d.  This  is  principally 
due  to  the  larger  sales  of  salmon  licences,  etc. 
The  year's  working  shows  a  balance  of  receipts 
over  expenditure  of  £151  4s.  6d. 

The  salmon  season  of  1905  was  a  very  good  one, 
both  for  sea  and  river  fishing.    The  year  1905  has 
been  the  best  year  for  salmon  since  1888.    The  long 
dry  summer  favoured  click-netting  in  tidal  water. 
Thirteen  nets  were  issued  as  against  three  in  the 
previous  year.    Drought  laid  up  a  large  quantity 
of  filth  in  the  River  Aire,  and  the  September  rains 
scoured  it  out  and  killed  a  lot  of  fish — in  the 
Ouse  as  low  as  Barton  Ness.    It  was  stated  by  the 
river-bailiff  that  the  effect  of  pollution  had  never 
been  known  to  extend  so  far  before.    After  this  flood 
the  water  was  purer,  and  the  rains  enabled  many 
salmon  to  ascend  towards  the  end  of  September 
and  October.    Nabum  Dam  was  pointed  out  to  be 
an  insurmountable  obstacle  except  at  spring  tides 
and  during  floods.    Mr.  Jones  said  that  he  had 
little  doubt  that  a  suitable  pass  at  Naburn  Dam 
would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  salmon  in 
their  ascent  to  reach  the  spawning  beds.  The  largest 
salmon,  weighing  27lb.,  was  taken  on  March  29  at 
Naburn.    There  were  also  other  fish  weighing  201b. 
to  261b.  caught.    It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
the  last  week  of  the  fishing  season  a  well-known 
Wensleydale  angler  caught  with  rod  and  line  in  the 
Yore  five  fine  salmon,  weighing  63Jlb.    In  all  only 
seven  fish  were  secured,  the  total  weight  being 
86Jlb.    None  were  taken  in  the  previous  year,  and 
it  has  been  observed  that  more  smolts  have  been 
seen  in  the  River  Yore  than  for  many  years.  The 
salmon  appeared  to  be  as  numerous  as  they  were 
in  1903.  .        .  ,  , 

A  beginning  was  made  in  the  spring  with  the 
marking  of  salmon  and  smolts  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information  on  their  growth  and  migra- 
tion. The  result  must  not  therefore  be  expected 
for  some  time,  but  it  is  hoped  that  by  keeping  up 
the  experiment  each  spring  recaptures  will  be  made 
from  time  to  time,  and  will  be  of  great  interest 
scientifically.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fish- 
eries wUl  pay  anyone  who  catches  salmon  bearing 
labels  attached  to  the  dorsal  fin,  on  sending  the 
same  with  full  information  to  Mr.  Jones,  Market- 
street,  York.  The  reward  of  3s. ,  in  addition  to  the 
market  value  of  the  fish,  will  be  paid  after  delivery 
in  good  condition  with  the  label,  and  a  statement  of 
place,  time,  and  capture.  A  reward  of  Is.  6d.  will  be 
paid  for  a  label  taken  from  an  unseasonable  or  un- 
clean fish,  or  from  a  fish  which  from  any  other  reason 
it  is  not  practicable  to  send,  provided  the  weight, 
length,  sex,  and  condition  of  fish,  and  place,  time, 
and  method  of  capture,  and  manner  of  disposal  be 
furnished.  A  reward  of  6d.  will  be  paid  for  a  label 
unaccompanied  with  particulars. 

The  board  discussed  at  length  a  'suggestion  that 
a  fast  motor-boat  should  be  purchased  to  enable 
the  water-bailiffs  to  more  effectually  patrol  the 
salmon  reaches  in  the  lower  Ouse  to  guard  against 
poachers.  It  was  decided  not  to  purchase  a  boat 
at  present,  as  the  board's  funds  would  not  permit 
of  so  large  an  expense,  but  a  more  vigorous  watch 
on  the  lower  river  for  poachers  is  to  be  kept. 

A  large  increase  in  the  sale  of  trout  licences  was 
expected  to  follow  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  coarse  fish  angling  association,  but  these 
expectations  have  not  been  realised,  as  the  sale  of 
licences  has  only  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year 
by  eleven.  Several  applications  have  been  made 
by  angling  clubs  for  grants  of  coarse  fish,  and  the 
board  will  have  to  consider  how,  under  the  circum- 
stances, they  will  deal  with  these  requests.  One 
of  the  terms  was  that  no  money  would  be  expended 
in  the  waters  of  a  coarse  fish  club,  the  whole  of 
whose  members  did  not  take  out  trout  licences. 

Mr.  Jones  read  the  memorial  by  the  York  and 
District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  who  were  sup- 
ported by  the  Leeds  District  Society  of  Anglers, 
Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, and  other  similar  organisations,  for  a  close  time 
for  pike  and  prohibition  of  netting  for  coarse  fish. 
They  stated  that  all  the  organisations  were  most 
anxious  for  the  preservation  of  pike,  as  by  constant 
persecution  they  have  become  comparatively  scarce. 
The  idea  that  pike  were  detrimental  to  other  classes 
of  fish  had  been  proved  to  be  erroneous — indeed, 
the  reverse  was  the  case,  as  in  all  the  waters  con- 
taining pike  in  fair  numbers  the  standard  in 
regard  to  the  size  and  strength  of  other  fish  far 
exceeded  that  of  fish  living  in  waters  where  no 
pike  existed.  The  number  of  pike  anglers  was 
now  so  great  that  even  with  the  protection  of  a 
close  season  the  fish  would  never  again  become 
numerous.  Finally,  trout  waters  would  not  suffer 
by  the  granting  of  a  close  season,  as  by  the  1878 
Act  all  coarse  fish  could  be  taken  or  destroyed 
in  a  trout  stream  at  any  time  of  the  year.  In 


reference  to  netting  for  bait,  the  York  Association 
would  much  like  this  destructive  mode  of  fishing  to 
be  entirely  prohibited  in  the  Rivers  Ouse  and  Foss. 
The  memorial  set  out  at  great  length  the  damage 
to  all  fish  by  the  practice,  and  the  wholesale  waste 
in  the  Ouse  and  Foss  of  fish  which  were  too  small 
for  bait,  and  which  were  left  to  die  in  hundreds  on 
the  banks.  Salmon  and  trout  were  often  caught 
in  these  nets,  and  many  good  roach  swims  have 
been  completely  destroyed  by  this  netting.  In  con- 
clusion, the  memorialists  say  that  the  prohibition 
of  netting,  and  the  recision  of  the  clause  exempting 
pike  from  the  protection  of  the  close  season,  would 
be  a  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  whole  body 
of  coarse  fishermen.  They  suggest  that  the  close 
season  for  pike  should  begin  on  March  1,  and  not 
March  15,  and  an  exception  from  the  prohibition  of 
netting  to  enable  minnows  to  be  caught  as  bait 
for  trout. 

The  secretary,  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  read  letters  from 
the  Hon.  W.  A.  Orde-Powlett  and  Lord  Knares- 
borough's  agent,  who  said  that  the  only  way  to  keep 
pike  down  in  trout  streams  was  by  constant  netting 
for  coarse  fish.  The  secretary  had  replied,  point- 
ing out  that  the  bye-law  would  not  affect  the  owners 
of  private  waters,  who  could  net  their  waters  when 
they  liked,  whether  they  preserved  trout  or  not. 
Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin  said  the  subject  was  a  very 
important  one,  and  an  extremely  delicate  one,  and 
he  thought  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  refer  it 
to  a  special  committee  to  prepare  a  report  for  a 
special  meeting.  Captain  Key  thought  that  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Ouse,  in  the  Derwent,  and  Don, 
no  amount  of  pike  could  do  any  harm.  Mr.  A.  F. 
Burton  inquired  if  the  proposed  prohibition  of  net- 
ting would  apply  to  eel  nets  in  the  lower  Ouse. 
There  were  fewer  than  formerly,  but  there  were  still 
many  of  these  nets  in  the  river.  The  secretary  said 
the  eel  nets  would  be  an  exception,  the  great  diffi- 
culty was  to  frame  a  bye-law  which  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose  and  yet  not  do  harm  in  another 
way.  He  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
Board  of  Fisheries,  and  they  advised  him  it  would 
be  much  better  not  to  rush  matters  but  to  take  time 
to  consider  the  subject.  Major  J.  W.  Dent  seconded 
the  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee.  The 
chairman  said  he  thought  the  committee  might, 
with  advantage,  consider  whether  the  time  had  not 
come  when  they  could  define  which  waters  in  York- 
shire were  salmon  and  trout  streams  and  which 
were  coarse  fish  rivers. 

The  secretary  said  he  had  been  convinced  for  a 
long  time  that  the  only  method  of  dealing  with  this 
grievance  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  would  be 
to  define  the  waters  and  charge  no  licences 
for  fishing  in  the  coarse  fish  rivers.  The  Hon. 
G.  E.  Lascelles  said  he  would  not  move  an  amend- 
ment, but  he  thought  they  might  have  settled 
the  matter  that  day.  The  letters,  which  were  read, 
were  sensible  in  tone,  and  were  written  by  men  who 
evidently  thoroughly  understood  the  subject.  He 
had  studied  the  matter  carefully  for  years,  and  li-\^g 
on  a  stream  where  they  bred  millions  of  scaled  fish 
as  well  as  pike,  he  thoroughly  agreed  with  the  argu- 
ment set  out  in  the  memorial,  that  the  netting  of 
scaled  fish  be  forbidden,  and  that  pike  should  have 
a  close  season.  He  did  not  believe  that  pike  inter- 
fered at  all  with  the  increase  of  scaled  fish.  The 
resolution  was  ultimately  agreed  to.  The  following 
were  appointed  committee : — The  chairman,  the 
Earl  of  Harewood;  vice-chairmen,  Mr.  W.  H.  St. 
Quintin,  Col.  R.  F.  Meysey-Thompson,  the  Hon. 
G.  E.  Lascelles,  Capt.  W.  H.  Key,  Col.  J.  W.  Lodge, 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Higgins,  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston,  Mr. 
W.  D.  Russell,  Mr.  R.  Empson,  Mr.  J.  Melrose,  and 
Capt.  Brooksbank,  John  E.  Milleb. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 


LAMPREYS. 


Lampbeys  were  the  favourite  dish  of  the  epi- 
cures, they  were  considered  a  great  delicacy.  So 
great  was  the  demand  for  this  fish  in  the  reign  of 
King  John  as  to  have  induced  that  monarch  to 
issue  a  royal  licence  to  one  Samson  to  go  to  Nantes 
to  (purchase  lan^reys  for  the  use  of  the  Countess 
of  Blois.  The  same  king  issued  a  mandate  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  Gloucester  (that  city  being  famous  for 
producing  lampreys),  forbidding  them,  on  their  first 
coming  in,  to  be  sold  for  more  than  two  shillings 
apiece. 

In  the  reign'of  Edward  the  Third,  they  were  some- 
times sold  for  eightpence  or  tenpence  apiece,  and 
they  often  produced  a  much  higher  price.  In  1341, 
Walter  Dastyn,  Sheriff  of  Gloucester,  received  the 
sum  of  £12  5s.  8d.  for  forty-four  lampreys  supplied 
for  the  king's  use.  The  Corporation  of  Gloucester 
presented  to  the  Sovereign  every  Christmas,  as  a 
token  of  their  loyalty,  a  lamprey  pie,  which  was 
sometimes  a  costly  gift,  as  lampreys  at  that  season 
could  scarcely  be  procured  at  a  guinea  apiece. — 
"  Fish,"  etc.,  printed  at  Launceston. 
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THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxfopd,  Co.  Mayo. 

Froe  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough vidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

opened  March  1st.     Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
Tackle  and  Waders. 


GOOD  FREeTiSHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARP,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS, 

FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon  and 
Lough  Fern,  Excellent  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing  quite  free.  River  and  lake 
■well  stocked  with  clean  fish  from  first 
April  freshes.  Nine  Trout  Lakes  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy  Bay. 

First-class  Hotel ;  excellent  cuisine ; 
splendidly  situated  in  heart  of  Donegal 
Plighlands.  Moderate  tariff.  For  further 
particulars  apply  to  Proprietor, 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigrr,  Angrlesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing  ;  fine  firm  Sands  for  Bathing  : 
Kahljit  Shooting  ;  3,0UO  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season  ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bi-a»ing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.  W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTEELL. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Pishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery  ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :■  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


SWAN  HOTEL, 

R ADOPT  BRIDGE. 

2  miles  Alvescot  (I'airford  Branch,  G.W.Ry.); 
2f  miles  Faringdon,  G.W.Ky.  ;  i  miles  Leclilade. 

Under  entirely  New  Management. 
Large  or  small  Fishing  Parties  catered 
for.  Boats,  Punts,  Live  Bait,  and  Good 
Accommodation.  Moderate  Tariff. 
Special  Terms  to  Fishermen.  Three 
miles  Private  Fishing. 


TROUT  &  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


KING'S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Temple  Sowerby,  Nr.  Penrith. 

River  Eden,  nearly  eight  miles  of  Fishing 
preserved,  and  free  to  visitors  at  the  hotel . 
Comfortable  accommodation.  Terms 
moderate.  Stations  :  Culgaith  (Mid.,  , 
Temple  Sowerby  (N.E.)  Particulars  and 
terms  on  aijplication. 

JOHN  FURNESS,  Proprietor 


SEASON  OPENS  MARCH  15th. 


Splendid  Trout  Fishing  in  the  strictly  preserved 
waters  of  Sir  Edniunde  ile  la  Pole,  Bart.  A 
limited  numher  of  Free  Tickets  to  Gentlemen 
staying  at  the  ahove  Hotel.  Terms  moderate. 
Tariff  on  application — 

HENKY  .r.  HOUSE,  Proprietor. 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

SUMKONTSBAXH. 

Highest  part  of  ICxmoor,  bracing  air 
md  fine  scenery.  Several  miles  of  Trout 
Pishing  on  Rarlo,  part  exclusive  right 
and  free  to  visitors.  Comfortable  quarters. 
Electric  light,  bathroom,  &c.  Terms 
moderate.  Station :  South  Molton. 
Telegrams  :  "  Temperance  Hotel,  Simons- 
ath."  THOS.  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor. 


jy  VKIVATK  J'AMILY 

Offered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  iiil  River  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  River  and  Moor  ;  near  Ruckfast- 
oigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  "  H.," 
c/o  Miss  Sbauljo,  Newsagent,  Buckfast- 
leigh,  Devon. 


SHUTE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

SEATON  JUNCTION,  DEVON. 


TO 


Anglers  and  Tonrists. 

TO  LET 

For  the  Season  or  part  of  the  Season  1906 

OR  ANNUALLY. 
A  Very  Desirahle 

WELL-FURNISHED 


Detached  Family  Residence, 

COMi'KISING 

seven  bedrooms,  sitting,  dining,  and  drawing 
rooms,  two  gardens,  stabling,  coach-house,  and 
the  usual  domestic  otlices  ;  good  salutation.  The 
house  is  situated  in  the  pi  etty  vilhvge  of 

Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland, 

on  the  eastern  shores  of  Lough  Melvin,  the 
latter  abounding  with  Salmon,  Oillaroo  (a  rare 
species  of  trout  not  found  in  many  waters),  and 
the  whole  vicinity  is  surrounded  with  mountain, 
river  and  lake  scenery  of  unsui-passed  beauty. 
An  ideal  spot  for  the  tourist  or  sportsman  with 
either  rod  or  gun.   Terms  moderate. 
For  terms  and  particulars  apply  to 
Mrs.  P.  TIMONEY, 
Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagn,  Ireland  ; 

AND 

The  Round  House,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 


CORRIB,  OUGHTERARD,  IRELAND. 

TO  LET, 

FURNISHED  LODGE 

Containing  2  sitting  and  3  bedrooms,  kitchen, 
;  usual  out  offices,  garden  well  stocked  with 
vegetables.  The  Lodge  is  situated  on  the  banks 
)f  the  Oiighterard  River,  close  to  Corrib,  on 
which  Salmon  and  Trout  i'ishing  is  free.  Lessee 
will  have  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  on  one 
of  the  best  Mountain  Trout  Lakes  in  the 
district  (with  boat). — For  tenns  apply,  Mrs. 
Lyons,  Oughterard,  Galway,  Ireland. 


HAMPSHIRE 

(in  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 


TO  LET, 

furnished,  by  the  year,  a  Sixteenth  Century 
timbered 

FARM  HOUSE, 

with  a  right  of  Fishing  on  Bransbury  Common. 
The  house,  which  has  been  entirely  renovated 
contains  3  sitting  rooms,  4  bedrooms,  and 
dressing  room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders. 
There  is  a  two-stall  stable  and  a  coachman's 
house.  An  acre  of  meadow  could  be  let  with  the 
house.— For  particulars  apply,  Campbell  Wade 
Solicitor.  4,  St.  Helen's  Place,  B.C.,  or  B,  F. 
Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  F'arm,  Hasle- 
mere. 


The  Celebrated 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Iiuxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 

Selioioul  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  Cheese, 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  Makers :  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
DOUOLAS,  ISI.E  or  MAM. 


PRIVATE  FISHERY, 

LONDON,   ONE  HOUR. 

A  Lake  of  four  Acres  and  two  Streams, 
approximate  area  18  acres,  all  three  com- 
municating with  Thames.  TO  LET,  on 
Lease,  with  medium-sized  Unfurnished 
House,  Orchard,  Garden,  and  Cottage. 

A.  GFtIlVIBlL<E, 
44,  Duke  Street.  St.  James',  S.W. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  Franee. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 

RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FEERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


BISCUIT 


Salmon  Fishings 

ON 

RIVER  SPEY. 

ABOUT  THREE  MILES  TO  LET. 

For  particulars  apply  to — 
Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


SALMON  ANGLING, 

GAL  WAY. 


Prospectus  and  Rules  now  ready. 
Catch  last  season,  1,575.  Season  Rod, 
February  to  September,  60  guineas. 
Lesser  periods  by  scale. 

Apply — 

W.  N.  MILNE,  Fishery  OfRce,  Galway. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


RODS  TO  LET 

On  the  Rivers  Hir  and  Oughton ;  forty- 
three  minutes  from  King's  Cross,  and 
miles  from  Hitchin  Station.  Sunday 
Fishing  allowed. — Apply,  The  Manager, 

ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HiTCHIN. 


TROUT  FOR  PONDS. 

Rainbow  Yearlings  from  £5  10s.  per  1,000 
Loch  Leven  Yearlings  from  17 10s,  per  1,000 

Special  carriage  paid  prices  quoted  on 
application  to  Manager, 

Buckland  Fishery,  Braunton,  N.  Devon. 


IRISH  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FISHING. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  Lower  Sackville  Street,  Dublin, 

have  now  in  stock  the  highest  quality 
of  Salmon  Rods,  Flies,  Tackle,  &c.,  for 
Irish  Rivers. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to  inspect  them, 
and  write  for  Price  List.  , 


a- XI  nra?  x.  xs  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Ti-ade  supplied. — Apply  lor  terms  to  .1.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


TO  LET 

For  Fihst  Half  of  April, 

A  Rod  on  Choice  Beat 
of  the  Deveron. 

Trout  and  occasional  Salmon. — Apply, 
B.  S.  Chamberlain,  Llandudno. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
d07..  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d,,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz.  for  68. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  e(|ual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
ind  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITER  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  MeMeal  Examination  required. 

Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  MaiuujiTig  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  conflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  witli  his  or  her  death 
l)y  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  ffnited  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger iu  question  kad  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  witli  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
tlian  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  Tlie  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  (5  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fuliUment  of  this  insiu-ance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

limiteel, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publisher,  need  not  during 
the  ijeriod  cuveied  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  fonvard 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALTY 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.  W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


NORTH  WALES. 


FURNISHED  APARTMENTS 

WITH  OB  WITHOUT  BOARD. 

Beautiful  scenery;  good  walks;  splendid 
River  and  Lake  Pishing,  Owmbychan 
Lakes  and  Artro  River. — Apply  to 
Mrs.  J.  E.  HUMPHREYS, 
Gwynfryn  House,  Llanbedr,  R.S.O., 
Merionethshire. 


March  3,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


155 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  D.— Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Scot-Street,  Perth,  will 
supply  you  with  what  you  require. 

Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

GUT  AND  ITS  PRESERVATION. 

Deak  Sir,— I  am  always  amused  and  not  a  little 
astonished  at  the  attitude  generally  taken  up  by 
my  brother  anglers  in  relation  to  the  correct  stain 
for  gut.  I  don't  mean  to  dogmatise,  for  well  do  1 
know  that  the  prejudices  of  the  multitude  are 
against  me,  but  permit  m3  to  ask  fly  fishermen  a 
few  questions. 

1  Why  did  silkworm  gut  become  so  popular 
amongst  anglers  ?  Was  it  not,  largely,  because  it 
was  so  transparent  ?  It  was  all  whole  gut  then- 
drawn  gut  being  unknown. 

2.  Granted  its  transparency — is  it  or  is  it  not  less 
visible  to  the  trout  viewed  from  below,  than  any 
other  known  and  suitable  substance  ? 

3.  If  this  be  so,  why  add  opacity  to  purity  and 
transparency?  In  other  words,  why  stain  gut  at 
all  ?  Can  it  be  that  it  is  simply  to  sell  better,  like 
bleached  gut  compared  with  unbleached  ?    I  leave 

it  thus.  ,  ,  ^  .      T 1. 

Let  me  add  that  the  most  successful  fisher  1  have 
ever  known,  used  no  stain— if  he  could  get  the  gut 
pure,  and  of  the  best  quality.  .„  -r    ^  . 

Will  the  Flv  Fishers'  Club,  of  which,  till  I  returned 
to  my  native' city  of  Edinburgh,  I  was  an  unworthy 
member,  I  say,  will  it  not  settle  this  question,  by 
experiment,  once  and  for  all?  A  committee  of 
practical  fly-fishermen,  whose  eyesight  was  beyond 
question,  could  settle  it  at  one  meeting.  Till  this 
happens,  let  me  ask  anyone  who  cares  to  solve  the 
question  for  himself,  to  get  a  chemist's  test  tube  and 
follow  out  these  simple  suggestions. 

Take  a  fine  long  strand  (or  thread)  of  salmon, 
grilse  or  any  other  whole  gut,  and  cut  it  through 
the  middle— stain  one  half  and  leave  the  other  half 
unstained.  The  rest  is  so  obvious  that  I  will  not 
insult  your  readers  by  further  instructions,  save  to 
add  look  towards  the  sky  through  the  test  tube 
filled  with  water  and  corked,  and  see  for  yourself 
which  is  the  less  easily  seen.  Try  it  also  with 
gossamer  gut  {drawn  gut,  of  course),  and  I  undertake 
to  say  that  the  unstained  gut  will  agam  prove  less 
visible  when  the  test  tube  is  held  (as  it  should  be) 
towards  the  sky.  I  only  wish  it  fairly  tried  and  the 
results  noted.  Fishermen  frequently  decide  against 
unstained  gut  because  they  hold  it  between  the  eye 
and  the  bottom  of  the  river,  or  between  them  and 
terra  firma,  which  is  thoughtless  and  misleading. 

Then,  again,  your  correspondent,  "  Vellum,"  asks, 
"Is  wash  leather  injurious  to  gut?"  I  know  of 
nothing  which  protects  silkworm  gut  so  well  as  an 
india-rubber  tobacco  pouch.  Why  some  enterprising 
firm  does  not  introduce  a  pocket-case  with  thin 
india-rubber  pockets  to  hold  gut  casts  and  spare 
hanks  of  gut,  I  never  seem  to  understand.  Can 
anyone  seriously  affirm  that  india-rubber  is  not  well 
adapted  for  this  purpose  ?  I  have  used  it  for  many 
years,  and  I  think  that  india-rubber  is  the  best  of  all 
substances.  The  ordinary  tobacco  pouch  is  too 
thick  in  substance,  and  would  be  too  clumsy  for  a 
marketable  book,  of  the  kind  I  mean ;  but  india- 
rubber  factories  could  easily  make  envelopes  or 
pouches  of  the  thinness  required.  Till  there  is  a 
demand  they  will  not  stir  a  finger.- Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


UNBLEACHED  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  one  or  two  strands  of  un 
bleached  gut  as  supplied  to  me  last  autumn  by  Mr 
R.  Tumbull,  of  10,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh.  He 
might  be  able  to  supply  "  Arro  "  and  others  with 
the  same.  Unluckily,  I  have  not  been  able  to  try 
it;  but  all  the  strands  I  have  "made  up"  have 
seemed  strong,  and  for  ray  taste  it  would  need  little, 
if  any  staining.  Of  course,  if  there  were  a  greater 
and  steadier  demand  for  unbleached  gut,  tackle 
makers  would  be  able  to  supply  a  greater  variety 
of  strengths.  The  enclosed  is  the  only  strength 
stocked  by  Mr.  Turnbull  when  he  supplied  me. 
Theoretically  unbleached  gut  should  be  tne  best  in 
every  way,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  I  got 
some  fi,h  to  try  the  gut  on,  practice  will  agree 
with  theory.— Yours  truly,        Mir.E.s  John.ston. 

[The  gut  aeem.H  excellent,  and  wants  no  stain- 
ing.— Ed. J 

UNBLEACHED  GUT. 
I)E\R  Sir,— There  is  something  very  puzzling 
about  this  unbleached  gut  <|uestioii  touched  upon 
in  your  review  on  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  s  exhibi- 
tion   Time  and  again  have  I  read  m  your  excellent 


paper  about  the  superior  advantages  of  this  un- 
bleached article  as  against  the  bleached  gut: 
greater  strength,  greater  durability,  and  entire 
absence  of  that  fatal  glitter,  etc.,  and  yet  the 
very  same  people  —  large  importers  of  gut  — 
who  on  the  strength  of  their  business  calling 
should  be  the  first  to  bring  out  the  best  thing 
obtainable,  seem  to  be  loth  to  move  in  the  matter. 
This,  to  my  mind,  shows  either  a  regrettable  want 
of  enterprise  or  else  they  are  not  nearly  as  much  con- 
vinced of  the  alleged  advantages  as  they  would 
make  us  believe.  It  is  not  enough  to  say,  "  We  have 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  our  customers."  Tho 
customers  require  the  best  that  can  be  had,  and  if 
unbleached  is  batter  than  bleached,  we  want  it. 
There  always  is  a  demand  for  something  better, 
but  a  business  man  does  not  expect  people  to  ask 
for  things  which  they  know  nothing  about, 
or  which  they  know  cannot  be  had.  When  he 
knows  of  a  good  thing,  and  has  confidence  in  it,  he 
goes  and  gets  it,  lets  people  know  that  it  is  to  be 
had,  and  then  the  demand  comes  quick  enough. 

So,  if  unbleached  gut  is  what  it  is  said  to  be,  I 
only  hope  that  some  pushing  importer  will  take  it 
up  at  once  and  let  us  have  a  chance  at  it  without 
any  further  delay. — Yours  truly,  C.  B. 

Stuttgart. 

WHY  DO  NOT  THE  TROUT  GROW  LARGER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  could 
tell  me  why  I  can  never  get  trout  to  reach  more 
than  ilb.,  and  in  most  cases  only  about  6oz. 

The  pool  I  keep  them  in  is  formed  by  a  dam 
built  where  the  brook  runs  through  a  deep  cutting. 
It  is  about  8ft.  deep  at  one  end,  and  gradually  goes 
to  nothing  at  the  other  end  where  the  water  comes 
in;  it  is  about  70yd.  long,  and  averages  lOyd.  or 
r2yd.  wide,  with  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  water. 
The  bottom  is  somewhat  muddy  (this  I  cannot 
help  owing  to  the  soil  and  leaves  brought  down  by 
the  floods;,  and  contains  a  lot  of  soft  green  weed,  in 
which  are  any  amount  of  shrimps,  snails,  and  cater- 
pillars which  carry  their  houses  on  their  backs  (I 
do  not  know  their  correct  names),  also  miller  s 
thumbs.  The  only  flies  I  ever  see  on  the  water 
are  a  few  alder  and  gnats.  From  time  to  time  I 
have  turned  in  trout  from  other  streams,  where 
they  grow  to  over  a  pound.  The  trout  are  not  able 
to  go  down  stream,  but  can  go  up  for  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  although  I  never  see  them  higher 
than  a  few  yards  up.  In  the  very  driest  summers 
the  water  in  the  brook  would  go  through  a  3in. 
pipe,  but  in  rainy  weather  it  is  too  wide  to  cross 
except  by  a  bridge.  The  dam  has  now  been  built 
about  seven  years,  and  last  summer  I  had  it  let 
out  to  see  if  there  were  any  big  trout  in  (as  I  could 
never  catch  any)  with  the  result  stated  above.  All 
the  fish  (about  seventy)  were  in  excellent  condition, 
the  majority  being  about  6oz. 

If  you  can  suggest  any  food,  either  natural  or 
artificial,  which  i  can  get  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
— Yours  faithfully.  Brown  Trout. 

["Brown  Trout"  should  get  some  trout  food 
from  any  good  fish  breeder,  and  feed  his  trout  in 
the  winter  also  on  finely  chopped  up  fresh  horse-flesh 
occasionally.  It  looks  as  if  they  did  not  spawn, 
and  they  never  do  any  good  if  this  is  the  case.  I 
advise  him  not  to  mark  the  trout — it  may  start 
fungus  among  them  in  a  confined  space. — Ed.] 

LEA  VALLEY  WATER  BILL. 

(More  correspondence  from  the  "Field.") 
Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  a  small  space  to  point 
out  one  or  two  of  the  fallacies  that  invalidate  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  by  your  esteemed  corre 
spondent  the  Mayor  of  Hackney  (Mr.  Howse)  in  his 
communication  of  last  week  respecting  the  above 
subject  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  is  assumed  that  it  is 
an  advantage  to  deal  with  sewage  in  large  quanti- 
ties instead  of  small — this  assumption,  however, 
being  quite  contrary  to  the  tacts.  Secondly,  it  is 
assumed  to  be  a  good  thing — at  any  rate,  it  is  part 
of  the  scheme  commended  by  Mr.  Howse — to 
replace  the  pure  water  abstracted  from  the  river 
for  domestic  supply  by  treated  sewage,  which, 
filling  the  river  channel,  will  take  the  place  of  the 
erstwhile  stream,  and  be  tho  sole  means  of  carrying 
on  the  navigation  !  It  is  not  ray  intention  to  write 
a  long  letter  on  the  subject,  although  ranch  might 
be  said ;  but  before  I  conclude  I  should  like  to 
l^jiow — and  many  others  also — where  the  additional 
eight  or  nine  million  gallons  of  water  are  to  come 
from  which,  according  to  Mr.  Howse,  are  to  flow 
into  the  I>ea  at  Tottenham  Lock,  that  is  to  say, 
twelve  or  thirteen  millions  of  daily  flow  instead  of 
three  millions  only,  which  is  at  present  about  the 
quantity  in  the  dry  weather  of  summer.  The 
sources  of  supply  will  be  exactly  the  same  as  before, 
and,  even  if  we  concede  to  Mr.  Hows©  all  the  small 
streams  and  as  much  sewage  otHuont  as  ho  would 
wisli  to  have,  even  that  salubrious  fluid  must  have 
an  ultimate  source — where  ? 


To  sum  up  the  whole  Ibusiness,  the  proposed 
scheme  would  1)0  costly,  insufficient,  and  incom- 
plete. It  would  do  an  immense  amount  of  harm  in 
many  ways,  whilst  the  national  sentiment  would  be 
positively  outraged  by  the  proposed  barbarous 
treatment  of  the  old  historic  Lea,  which,  according 
to  Drayton,  "  bragged  of  tho  Danish  blood,"  but 
which  certainly  would  have  nothing  loft  to  boast  of 
in  the  future  ;  in  fact,  it  would  almost  be  impossible 
to  identify  tho  cloaca  mnxima  that  it  would  be  with 
the  silver  stream  so  charmingly  celebrated  by 
Izaak  Walton  and  the  Quaker  poet  of  Arnwell. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  C.  S.  Benti.::y, 
Society.  Hon.  Sec. 


Sir, — Your  correspondent,  the  Mayor  of  Hackney, 
in  your  last  issue  ba«es  his  knowledge  of  the  River 
Lea  upon  his  membership  of  the  Amwell  Magna 
Fishery  and  what  he  was  told  on  his  per.sonally- 
conducted  outing  by  the  officials  of  the  Water 
Board — he  does  not  tell  you  that  the  only  way  the 
Amwell  Magna  Fishery  water  is  polluted  is  by  the 
Hertford  sewage  works,  and  that  those  works  are 
under  the  sole  control  and  management  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board,  who  could  put  an  end 
to  the  nuisance  at  once.  No  doubt,  if  this  were 
done,  your  correspondent's  fishing  rights  would  be 
more  enjoyable,  but  it  seems  rather  hard  on  his 
neighbours  lower  down  the  river  that  he  should,  at 
the  instance  and  in  the  words  of  the  officials  of  the 
Water  Board  and  in  his  public  capacity,  advocate  a 
scheme  so  detrimental  to  his  constituents  and  all 
the  inhabitants  below  the  proposed  sewage  works. 
Putting  it  shortly,  what  the  Water  Board  want 
power  to  do  is  to  take  all  the  water  in  the  river  at 
the  junction  of  the  rivers  Lea  and  Stort,  leaving 
only  about  5,000,000  gallons  of  water  for  navigation, 
to  which  thay  propose  to  add  some  3,000,000  gallons 
of  sewage.  I  do  not  propose  to  ask  you  to  give  me 
space  to  reply  to  the  errors  into  which  your  corre- 
spondent has  been  led  by  the  information  given  by 
the  officials  of  the  Water  Board,  as  it  seems  to  me 
the  only  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Field  is 
whether  the  River  Lea  below  the  proposed  works  is 
to  be  in  future  a  really  pure  river  for  the  pleasure 
and  enjoyment  of  the  neighbourhood  and  the  many 
fishing  clubs  and  excursionists,  or  to  be  turned  into 
a  practically  stagnant  canal,  half  water,  half  sewage, 
and  all  this  to  enable  the  Water  Board  to  sell  an 
increased  quantity  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of 
London,  which  I  am  told  would  give  them,  at  six- 
pence per  lOOO  gallons,  an  income  of  some  £50,000 
per  annum.  Thos.  H.  Harrison. 

Broxbourne. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  BOARD  (LEA  ; 
VALLEY)  BILL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  greatly  surprised  to  see  the 
Mayor  of  Hackney  supporting  the  "  Water  Board 
Lea  Valley  Bill,"  and  practically  advising  Hackney 
people  to  be  content  in  future  with  a  River  Lea 
largely  made  up  of  sewage  effluent — when,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  shown,  it  would  be  actually  cheaper 
to  adopt  the  "  Lea  Conservancy  (1903)  Main  Sower 
Scheme,"  which  would  keep  the  River  Lea  abso- 
lutely pure  in  future,  and  would  solve  the  ivJwle 
Lea  Valley  Sewage  problem  thoroughly,  instead  of 
dealing  only  with  a  portion  of  it,  as  this  Bill  does, 
and  that  so  imperfectly  that  the  Water  Board 
itself  looks  forward  to  the  necessity  for  adopting 
the  Main  Sewer  Scheme  later  on. 

That  the  pollution  of  the  River  Lea  above  Feild's 
Weir  is  a  scandal  demanding  prompt  cemedy,  and 
that  the  need  for  purer  water  for  London  is  urgent, 
we  all  admit ;  but  what  we  object  to  is  that  an  im- 
perfect scheme,  objectionable  in  many  respects, 
should  be  selected  when  a  better,  cheaper,  and 
quite  unobjectionable  one  could  be  adopted.  The 
Water  Board  can  well  afford  to  make  the  River 
Lea  a  pure  river,  for  they  propose  to  take  an  extra 
quantity  of  water  from  it,  which  will  add  upwards 
of  £100,000  a  year  to  their  revenue;  and  Lea-side 
dwellers  may,  therefore,  properly  insist  upon  the 
best  scheme,  securing  an  absolutely  pure  river  for 
the  future,  being  adopted ;  and  not  an  imperfect 
scheme,  which  perpetuates  the  objectionable 
"  Pollution  by  Sewage  Etiluent  "  system. 

The  Water  Board  are  bound,  as  a  public  duty,  to 
make  the  dealing  with  this  Lea  Valley  sewage 
problem  an  occasion  for  doing  a  great  public  good, 
as  they  can  do  by  giving  to  the  people  an  absolutely 
pure  river  for  the  future,  instead  of,  as  they  propose 
to  do,  merely  extending  and  perpetuating  the  old 
bad  "  Sewage  Etfluent"  plan;  and  especially  is 
this  evident  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  proposed 
imperfect  Bill  involves  an  estimated  cost  upon  the 
ratable  area  concerned  three  times  as  great  as  the 
"  I.,ea  Conservancy  Main  Sewer  Scheme,"  which 
would  keep  all  sewage  effluent  out  of  the  river 
entirely  in  future,  and  which  we  maintain  is  un- 
questionably the  scheme  that  should  be  adopted 
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noil),  as  it  certainly  will  have  to  be  in  the  end. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  G.  Woodruff, 

Secretary  Anglers'  Association. 

2,  Firsby-road, 

Stamford  Hill,  N. 


"JONES'  WATERPROOF  COMPOSITION." 

Dear  Sir, — "Hofland's  Fancy"  asks  where  he 
can  get  "Jones'"  boot  dubbin.  The  maker  is  (or 
was  twenty-five  years  ago)  John  Milton  Jones, 
Milton  House,  Worcester-street,  Gloucester. 

I  used  to  consider  it  far  the  best,  but  as  boot- 
makers do  not  keep  it  I  left  off  using  it.  One 
advantage  of  it  was  that  boots  woAild  polish  a  day 
or  two  after  using  it. — Yours  truly, 

W.  G.  ASHFORD. 

[The  address  is  now  95,  Barton-street,  Glou- 
cester.— Ed.] 


"JONES'  WATERPROOF  COMPOSITION."" 

Dear  Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
letter  signed  "Hofland's  Fancy"  in  your  valued 
paper  of  Feb.  24,  and  we  beg  to  say  that  we  are  the 
makers  of  the  composition  in  question.  Your 
readers  should  have  very  little  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing it,  as  it  is  stocked  by  most  of  the  leading 
bootmakers  and  saddlers  in  the  country.  If,  how- 
ever, your  correspondent  or  any  others  should  have 
difficulty  in  getting  it,  we  shall  be  most  pleased  to 
forward  direct  any  quantity  they  may  require.  We 
make  it  in  black  and  brown,  6d.  and  Is.  per  tin. — 
Faithfully  yours, 

Gloucester.  John  Milton  Jones  &  Co. 


I   "JONES'  WATERPROOF  COMPOSITION." 

Dear  Sir, — "  Jones'  Waterproof  Composition," 
about  which  "  Hofland's  Fancy  "  made  an  inquiry 
in  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  Feb.  24,  can  be  obtained 
from  Messrs.  Cummings  and  Co.,  saddlers.  South- 
gate-street,  Gloucester. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  P.  Pike. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BIRMINGHAM  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  like  to  ask  through  the 
columns  of  th«  Fishing  Oazette  as  to  the  accom- 
modation to  be  had  near  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Birmingham  Corporation.  I  am  thinking  of  spend- 
ing a  few  days  in  the  district,  and  should  feel 
obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  can  give  me  the 
address  of  anyone  who  takes  visitors,  either  farm- 
house or  country  inn,  or  any  information  as  to  the 
district  and  possibilities  of  sport.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly.    Spinning  Minnow. 

[In  answer  to  our  request,  we  have  received  the 
following  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  John  Jones, 
of  Rhayader. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "Spinning  Minnow's" 
letter  to  you,  I  beg  to  say  that  Rhayader  is  the 
nearest  town  to  the  Birmingham  waters,  and  it 
affords  ample  hotel  accommodation  (both  licensed 
and  unlicensed)  for  visitors  of  all  classes,  as  well  as 
first-class  accommodation  in  private  apartments. 
The  principal  licensed  houses  are  the  Lion  Hotel, 
and  the  Oak,  the  Lamb,  the  Black  Lion,  and  the 
Bear  Inns.  The  principal  temperance  hotel  is  the 
Fleece,  but  there  are  several  others. 

I  fear  some  difficulty  would  be  found  in  finding 
suitable  and  convenient  farmhouse  accommodation 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fishing,  as  it  must  be 
remembered  that  many  of  the  farmhouses  had  to 
be  pulled  down,  as  otherwise  they  would  be  under 
the  waters  of  the  reservoirs. 

Rhayader  is  certainly  the  most  central  and  con- 
venient place  from  which  access  to  all  parts  of  the 
Birmingham  waters  can  be  had.  Mr.  Fisher,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Lion  Hotel,  is,  I  understand, 
making  arrangements  to  run  a  conveyance  daily 
to  and  from  the  fishing  ground  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers  staying  there. 

The  prospects  of  sport  for  the  coming  season  are 
very  good,  and  1  do  not  think  any  fisherman  is 
likely  to  be  disappointed  imless  he  is  unlucky 
enough  to  select  a  period  when  the  weather  is  very 
unfavourable. 

The  Corporation  of  Birmingham  are  about  to 
erect  "  shelters  "  for  the  convenience  of  anglers  at 
various  points  on  their  waters  where  it  will  be 
possible  to  stable  a  limited  number  of  horses,  car- 
riages, motors,  etc.,  and  which  will  also  ^ord 
protection  to  persons  from  sudden  storms. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  give  any  angler  any  further 
information  in  the  matter,  and  also  to  supply  him 
with  a  copy  [of  the  rules  and  regulations. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Jones. 

^  Penralley  Estate  Offices,  Rhayader. 

FISHING  AT  BALA, 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  "  R.  G."  in 
your  paper  of  Feb.  17,  I  can  give  some  informa- 
tion which  may  be  sufficient  as  an  outline  of  the 


fishing  at  Bala  Lake  and  neighbourhood.  It  is 
some  years  since  I  and  two  friends  fished  here  for 
a  fortnight.  The  lake  is  the  largest  in  Wales,  about 
four  miles  in  length,  and  very  deep  in  the  middle — 
so  deep,  in  fact,  that  we  could  not  find  the  bottom. 
The  legend  is  that  the  "  old  town  "  is  buried  at  the 
bottom.  However  that  may  be,  we  never  tried 
beyond  about  100yds.  of  line  let  out  to  find  it  (not 
the  "  town"),  which  was  not  nearly  sufficient.  The 
pike  fishing  was  good — spinning  round  the  edge  of 
the  lake  from  a  boat  we  caught  some  very  nice  fish, 
none,  however,  over  lOlb.,  although  no  doubt  there 
were  much  larger  pike.  The  perch  fishing  was  also 
good,  and  both  pike  and  perch  were  the  handsomest 
fish  of  their  kind  that  I  have  ever  seen,  their  colours 
being  most  brilliant  and  the  fish  in  grand  condition. 
This  was  latter  end  of  August  into  September. 
There  are  also  some  good  trout,  and  occasionally  a 
salmon  or  two.  The  River  Dee  flows  through  the 
lake  and  under  the  bridge.  There  is  fair  trout  and 
salmon  fishing  in  the  Dee,  and  in  a  small  stream — 
the  Treweryn — in  the  neighbourhood.  The  trout 
run  small,  as  a  rule.  There  is  a  fish  called  the 
"  gwniad  "  found  only  in  the  lake,  a  small  silvery 
fish,  which  we  were  informed  were  "never"  caught 
by  angling,  but  occasionally  found  in  the  pike's 
"maw."  I  never  saw  a  "gwniad"  during  our 
visit.  Bala  is  a  small  town,  but  possesses  some 
comfortable  hotels,  and  by  writing  to  any  one  of 
these,  more  "  up  to  date  "  information  as  to  fishing, 
etc. ,  can  be  obtained.  The  air  is  bracing  (and  Welsh 
mutton  excellent),  and  the  mountain  of  Arran 
Mowddy  is  a  few  miles  from  Bala  and  worth  the 
trouble  of  ascending. — Yours  truly,    A.  Hobson. 

"'OUTSIDE'  FLY  FISHING." 

Dear  Sir, — The  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  13  has 
just  reached  me.  The  article  on  "'Outside'  Fly 
Fishing,"  by  Rook  Carnegie,  describes  so  accurately 
my  angling  ambitions  and  experiences  when  placed 
with  only  a  bottom-stream  in  my  vicinity  in  England, 
some  thirty-six  years  ago,  that  I  cannot  refrain 
from  making  some  additional  remarks.  The  roach 
would  take  the  sunken  fly  fiercely,  the  perch 
occasionally,  but  he  omits  mention  of  the  gudgeon, 
many  of  which  I  have  taken  in  the  same  way.  I 
also  once  caught  a  pike  of  less  than  Jib.  with  a 
small  roach  fly — Cowdung,  if  I  remember  right. 

The  experience  thus  gained  stood  me  in  good 
stead  afterwards  on  the  rivers  of  the  Sierras 
Nevadas.  There  I  found  that  in  the  deep  pools, 
as  in  lakes,  the  biggest  trout  would  not  take  a  fly 
on  the  surface,  but  would,  when  on  the  feed,  readily 
accept  the  leaded  fly.  As  he  remarks,  the  shot 
should  be  placed  close  to  the  fly,  making  it  look 
as  if  having  a  big  head,  and  thereby,  apparently, 
increasing  its  attractiveness.  I  have  found  it  best 
not  to  let  the  fly  swing  round,  but  to  draw  it  with 
short  pulls  as  straight  across  the  stream  as  the 
current  will  allow. — Yours  truly. 

Arizona,  U.S.A.  Wm.  A.  Bullen. 


POLISHING  AND  PRESERVING  BROWN 
LEATHER. 

Dear  Sir, — We  note  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  24  that 
a  correspondent,  "  W.  E.  j.,"  asks  if  your  readers 
could  give  a  good  home-made  receipt  for  polishing 
and  preserving  brown  leather.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  an  article  to  answer 
the  two  purposes,  but  as  a  composition  for  water- 
proofing,, preserving,  and  softening  the  leather  we 
claim  that  ours  is  equal  to  if  not  superior  to  any  on 
the  market.  We  may  add  that  a  polish  can  be 
obtained  on  any  leather  two  days  after  our  com- 
position has  been  applied. — Faithfully  yours, 

John  Milton  Jones  &  Co. 


EDINBURGH  ANGLING  CLUB  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  would  kindly 
furnish  me  with  the  name  and  address  of  a  secretary 
to  an  angling  club  in  Edinburgh,  as  I  would  like  to 
become  a  member.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
— Yours  truly,  Mac. 

Edinburgh. 

[I  advise  our  correspondent  to  call  on  one  of  the 
Edinburgh  fishing  tackle  makers,  and  explain  the 
kind  of  club  he  wishes  to  join,  and  I  am  sure  he 
will  get  the  information  he  wants. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  HOME  COUNTIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  of  opinion  that  a  number  of 
anglers  resident  in  London  would  appreciate  a  list 
of  those  clubs  which  have  some  trout  water  within 
forty  miles  of  London  and  are  willing  to  receive 
members.  Particulars  as  to  locality  and  nature  of 
water,  rates  of  subscription,  and  address  of  secre- 
tary would  enhance  the  value  of  the  list.  Trusting 
that  you  will  be  able  to  afford  space  for  such  a  list. 
—Yours  truly,  A.  J.  M.  B. 

Temple. 


WEYBRIDGE  AND  SHEPPERTON  TROUT 
RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  requested  by  the  committee  to 
inform  you  that  arrangements  are  now  being  made 
to  place  three  hundred  I2in.  trout  in  the  River 
Thames  on  a  date  as  soon  after  March  15  next  as 
can  conveniently  be  arranged. 

I  am  also  requested  to  thank  the  subscribers  for 
their  generous  support,  at  the  same  time  to  suggest 
that  five  hundred  trout  are  better  than  three  hun- 
dred; to  enable  the  committee  to  purchase  the 
larger  number  of  fish,  further  subscriptions  are 
required,  for  which  an  appeal  is  made  to  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazette. 

Subscriptions  may  be  forwarded  to  the  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  G.  H.  Gordon,  Fairview,  Thames- 
street,  Weybridge ;  or  to  me,  at  Roseville,  Prince's- 
road,  Weybridge. — Faithfully  yours, 

Charles  H.  Wheeley,  Hon.  Sec. 


ETHICS  OF  PRAWN  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  "  Occasional  Note "  on  the 
"  Ethics  of  Prawn  Fishing  for  Salmon "  is  most 
interesting,  and  likewise  the  opinion  of  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon  on  bait  fishing  for  salmon. 
Evidently  he  has  very  strong  views  on  the  subject, 
or  he  would  not  absolutely  forbid  it  on  his  water. 
Such  able  Irish  anglers  as  Mr.  John  Maiming,  of 
Roove's  Bridge,  Mr.  Wm.  Haynes,  of  Cork,  the  late 
General  Bird,  and  the  Rev.  Jas.  Gollock,  all  anglers 
of  the  highest  possible  skill,  killed  their  fish  with  the 
fly  only.  My  own  experience,  extending  over  thirty 
years,  is  that  "prawn  fishing "  is  prejudicial  to 
fly  fishing,  for  after  the  prawn  has  been  fished 
down  a  catch  it  is  almost  useless  to  try  the  fly,  and 
although  "  scientific  "  prawn  fishing  is  difficult,  the 
ordinary  angler  or  the  novice  will  kill  six  fish  with 
prawn  to  one  with  the  fly,  and  invariably  has  his 
bottle  of  prawns  in  his  pocket. — Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  TivY. 


SALMON  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Being  very  fond  of  trout  fishing,  I 
think  of  taking  a  house  where  really  good  fishing 
can  be  had.  I  have  done  no  salmon  fishing,  but 
intend  going  in  for  it,  and  would  like  to  know 
where  the  very  best  fishing  can  be  had  in  the 
North  of  England  or  South  of  Scotland,  where  both 
trout  and  salmon  can  be  had  fairly  reasonable  or 
free.  Is  the  Rothbury  district  fairly  good  ?  If 
not,  what  would  be  the  best  of  the  Border  towns  ? 
—Yours  truly,  Waltonian. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "Constant 
Reader,"  will  find  accommodation  at  P.  Summer- 
ville,  Kilbride  Lodge,  co.  Galway,  where  boats  and 
men  are  on  the  spot.  Trolling  is  best  at  that  time 
of  season,  but  on  mild  and  warm  days  trout  will 
rise  to  the  fly.  The  best  flies  are  March  Brown, 
Claret  and  Mallard,  and  a  heather  fly.  Best 
trolling  baits  are  small  blue  and  brown  phantoms, 
with  golden  bellies,  and  kill-devons.  The  most  direct 
route  to  Clonbur,  M.G.W.  Railway  to  Ballinrobe; 
thence  car  to  Clonbur.  Train  leaves  Dublin  7  a.m., 
reaches  Ballinrobe  11.39  a.m. — Yours  truly, 

L.  M. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  NORFOLK  BROADS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Applegate  has  still  the  right  of 
bottom  fishing  on  the  Sounds,  but  the  pike  fishing 
is  strictly  preserved  by  Mr.  Boning.  Mr.  Allen 
took  on  Feb.  27  a  nice  fish  of  131b.,  on  Sutton 
Broad.  This  makes  him  the  winner  of  the  pike 
cup  for  three  years  running,  and  therefore  becomes 
his  property.  Mr.  Allen  is  an  old  member  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Salinqer. 


BEST  FLIGHT  FOR  THAMES  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  will  kindly  inform  me,  through 
the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper,  which  pattern 
flight  is  considered  the  best  for  Thames  trout.  I 
have  taken  all  my  trout  on  the  old-fashioned  Thames 
flight,  three  trebles  and  lip  -  hook  (see  Fishing 
Oazette,  June  28,  1902).  Perhaps  some  of  your 
correspondents  will  also  give  their  opinion,  especially 
some  of  the  past  masters  whose  names  we  see  so 
often  after  April  1.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 
— Yours  truly,  E.  C.  Hodgkins. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  angler  kindly  give  the 
benefit  of  his  experience  of  trout  fishing  in  Luxem- 
bourg, stating  what  is  the  average  basket  and  the 
usual  size  of  fish  obtained ;  also  which  is  the  best 
place  for  headquarters  ? — Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  G. 

{Several  lettert  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishiso  Gazette  is  •published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graliam's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  re<iuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Teb  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  pajiuents  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  M. 

Six  Mouths        ditto  ditto      ...      ...      5s.  4((. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  Sd. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7  7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   220 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  6*.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  JIanagek,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdcertiMine nts  mxist  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Lord  George  Hamilton  and  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society. 

The  Gresham  Angling  Society  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  getting  that  capital  sportsman,  Lord 
George  Hamilton,  to  preside  at  their  annual  dinner, 
which  is  to  take  place  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  on  Tuesday,  April  3  (not 
March  27,  as  at  first  arranged).  The  Gresham 
dinners  are  always  very  pleasant  affairs. 


Despatch  of  British  Trout  Eggs  to  New  Zealand. 

A  grand  lot  of  Salmo  fario  eggs  from  Lord 
Denbigh's  Fisheries  and  from  the  Blagdon  Lake 
Fish  Hatchery  left  London  in  the  ss.  Maori  on 
March  3  for  Dunedin,  New  Zealand.  These 
eggs  are  for  the  Dunedin  Acclimatisation  Society 
to  be  exchanged  for  New  Zealand  trout  eggs 
later  on,  as  suggested  by  me  early  last  year. 
I  have  to  thank  Lord  Denbigh  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Feilding,  F.L.S.,  director  of  Lord  Denbigh's 
Fisheries,  for  the  great  interest  they  have  taken  in 
this  matter,  also  Mr.  A.  J.  Alexander,  general 
manager  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks,  for  letting 
us  have  a  fine  lot  of  Tilagdon  trout  eggs,  hatched 
and  most  carefully  packed  by  Mr.  Carr,  the 
Blagdon  Lake  head-keeper  and  fish-culturist.  The 
eggs  were  met  at  Paddington  and  Euston  by  two 
of  our  staff,  Mr.  Howard  and  Mr.  Malins,  and 
irefully  taken  to  the  Royal  Albert  Docks.  The 
haw,  Savill  and  Albion  Company  deserve  the 
thanks  of  trout  anglers  for  the  most  kind  manner 
in  which  they  have  helped  the  experiment,  not  only 
in  conveying  the  case.s  of  eggs  free  both  ways  across 
the  world,  but  alsoinmakingspecial  arrangements  to 
give  them  every  chance  of  living.  Captain  Nicol, 
Chief-Engineer  E.  Brewer,  Refrigerating-Engineer 
Hutchens,  and  Mr,  Chapman,  chief  of  the  goods 
department  at  the  docks,  gave  us  every  assistance. 
As  I  mentioned  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  dinner,  Mr. 
(Jarr  succeeded  in  saving  about  a  score  of  the 
New  Zealand  trout  fry  from  the  eggs  which  arrived 


nearly  all  dead  last  autumn,  to  replace  which  'the 
Otago  Society  has  kindly  promised  to  send  another 
lot,  which  are  to  be  kept  at  a  lower  temperature. 

To  Take  the  Curl  out  of  a  Gut  Cast. 

Mr.  Reginald  Gary  writes  with  reference  to  my 
note  about  taking  the  curl  out  of  a  stout  salmon 
gut  cast  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette : — 

"I  have  always  found  that  a  soft  piece  of  india- 
rubber  will  take  out  the  most  obstinate  curl  in 
gut." 

India-rubber  is  very  useful,  but  it  does  not 
always  answer  for  stout  dry  salmon  gut,  especially 
if  any  part  of  the  cast  is  plaited,  and  I  generally 
use  a  bit  of  plaited  between  the  single  gut  and  the 
reel  line  to  taper  the  whole. 

The  "  Gresham "  Fly  Box  (patented),  invented  by 
a  Member  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  accompanying  illustration  gives  a  very  good 
idea  of  what  I  consider  about  the  best  eyed-hook 
trout  fly  box  which  has  been  brought  out  for  a 
long  time.  For  many  years  I  have  adopted  the 
plan  of  carrying  some  of  my  flies  in  a  little  circular 
celltiloid  box  fixed  round  the  edges  of  bits  of  paper 
cut  circular  in  three  or  four  sizes,  each,  say,  half 
inch  smaller  than  the  bit  underneath  ;  a  V-shaped 
cut  in  centre  of  the  paper  serves  to  lift  it  out  by. 
The  "Gresham"  box  is  a  considerable  improve- 
ment on  this  idea,  and  will  delight  those  who  love 


The  "Geesham"  Fly  Box. 


to  keep  their  flies  with  wings  and  hackles  unrufiied. 
The  inventor  is  a  keen  and  good  dry-fly  angler, 
and  claims  for  his  box  that  it  is  "  intended 
to  carry  a  selection  of  flies  arranged  in  a  con- 
venient manner  ready  for  use,  so  that  a  change  of 
fly  can  be  made  quickly,  without  the  annoying 
incidents  that  often  occur  in  connection  with  the 
use  of  bo.xes  intended  for  keeping  a  stock  of  loose 
flies.  A  space  is  provided  for  carrying  spare  casts 
and  gut  points.  ' 

"It  is  claimed  for  this  box  that  the  flies  can  be 
inserted  in  the  carrier  without  blunting  the  points 
or  the  barbs  of  the  hooks,  whilst  the  wings  and 
hackles  are  protected  from  being  crushed.  The 
carrier  can  be  taken  to  pieces,  and  the  supports 
into  which  the  flies  are  inserted  removed  when 
worn  out.  A  supply  of  refills  accompanies  each 
box,  which  is  sold  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co., 
price  5s." 

Prospects. 

The  Itchen  and  Test  both  have  a  fine  head  of 
water,  Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie  tells  me,  and  he  anticipates 
a  good  season.  In  coming  from  the  Tay  to  the 
Thames  last  Monday  I  noticed  that  every  river 
and  stream  was  full.  There  is  lots  of  snow  in  the 
Highlands,  and  that  will  insure  a  good  head  of 
water  for  some  months.  The  Tay  was  at  summer 
level  last  week  due  to  the  continual  frosts,  and,  of 
course,  no  fish  were  running. 


An  Extraordinary  Sale  of  Rods  and 
Fishing  Tackle. 

Messrs.  Walbran,  Limited,  38,  Wellington-street, 
Leeds,  recently  purchased  the  fishing  outfit  of  a 
deceased  angler  who  must  have  had  a  mania  for 
buying  rods,  reels,  flies,  and  fishing  tackle  of  every 
description.  The  printed  eight-page  list  includes 
over  two  hundred  items,  of  which  no  less  than  forty 
are  rods,  chiefly  of  Messrs.  Farlow's  make ;  then 
there  are  thirty  gaffs  and  landing-nets,  over  thirty 
reels,  over  twenty  leather  fly-  books,  and  an  immense 
collection  of  general  tackle.  The  sale  is  to  take 
place  from  March  12  to  24  at  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
Leeds.  Mr.  Walbran  will  attend  personally ;  and 
it  certainly  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  obtaining 
grand  gieenheart  rods  at  about  half  the  usual  price, 
or  less. 


Excellent  Rhine  Wine. 

Ever  since  I  was  at  school  at  Bonn  on  the  Rhine 
1  have  remembered  the  wonderful  white  wine  we 
used  to  get  at  the  hotels  along  that  lovely  river, 
which  literally  flows  through  vineyards.  Recently 
I  bought  some  very  pleasant  white  wine  called 
Niersteiner  Domthal  direct  from  tlie  Manager  of 
Count  Baudissin's  Vineyards  at  Nierstein  am  Rhein 
— he  is  trying  an  advertisement  of  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  anyone  who  wants  a  pure  and  really 
excellent  white  Rhine  wine  at  a  most  moderate 
price  should  send  to  the  Manager,  Count  Baudissin's 
Vineyards,  £3  for  a  three-dozen  case  of  1903 
Niersteiner  Domthal,  which  will  be  sent  carriage 
and  duty  free,  or  if  they  would  prefer  to  taste  it 
first  they  can  have  a  small  sample  free  according 
to  the  advertisement.  It  is  first  rate  to  serve 
during  dinner  with  fish,  oysters,  etc.,  and  would 
be  a  delightful  drink  to  find  in  the  fishing  hut  at 
lunch  time. 


Rules  of  Clubs  with  Fishing  Waters. 

As  I  want  to  get  out  some  rules  suitable  in  a 
general  way  for  clubs  having  waters  for  their 
members,  giving  regulations  for  the  same,  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  if  secretaries  will  kindly  send  me 
copies.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


KISE  OF  LOUGH  COEKIB  AS  AN 
ANGLING  EE  SORT. 


I  AM  very  glad  to  give  the  following  extracts 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Scrope  B.  Doig  of  the 
eighth  year's  work  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  the  hon.  sec.  and  moving  spirit. 
It  must  be  very  gratifying  to  him,  after  all  his 
uphill  work,  to  see  such  excellent  results,  and  I 
hope  his  success  may  continue. — R.  B.  M. 

The  number  of  fish  in  the  lake  must  be  increasing 
enormously,  as  some  of  the  professional  fishermen 
have  told  the  hon.  sec.  that  they  can  earn  a  better 
living  now  trolling  than  they  did  in  the  old  days 
when  cross-line  fishing  was  legal.  He  has  also 
been  privately  informed  that  some  of  the  pro- 
fessionals would  willingly  pay  £10  for  a  licence  to 
cross-line  fish,  even  for  a  few  months  in  the  year. 

May  Fly  and  "Haeey"  Season,  1905. 

The  May  Fly  season  began  on  May  30  and  lasted 
to  the  end  of  June.  The  fishing  was  exceptionally 
good,  though  the  large  trout  were  shy,  or  perhaps 
it  was  because  the  small  trout  were  too  numerous, 
and  did  not  give  the  big  ones  a  chance.  However, 
anglers  as  a  rule  were  well  satisfied  with  the  sport. 
To  get  big  fish  anglers  must  fish  on  the  deep 
shallows,  where  the  small  trout  are  not  so  numerous. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  catches  that  have 
been  reported  to  the  hon.  sec. : — 

H.  Tunstall-Moore,  in  29  days,  fishing  in  June, 
caught  475  trout,  weighing  3841b.,  largest  31b.,  all 
except  4  caught  on  the  May  Fly.  Best  day,  54 
trout,  weighing  381b.  (two  boats  fishing).  The 
best  day  for  ona  boat  (two  rods),  33  trout. 

C.  VUliers  Jameson,  in  16  days'  fishing,  up  to 
July  11  (was  away  the  best  part  of  the  Slay  Fly 
season),  caueht  95  trout,  weighing  1141b. ;  7  pike, 
621b.  ;  32  perch,  291b.  ;  1  salmon,  4Jlb.  ;  and  1 
char,  |lb.    Largest  trout,  5lb. ;  largest  pike,  25ilb. 

A.  K.  Mellor,  during  days  in  June,  caught  179 
trout,  weighing  891b.,  and  four  salmon,  16lb. 

Dr.  Ker,  two  rods  on  June  16,  17  and  19,  and 
one  rod  on  June  21,  caught  44  trout,  681b.  Best 
day,  June  19,  14  trout,  25Jlb. ;  largest  trout,  3flb. 
He  writes :  "  All  the  fish  were  caught  on  the  May 
Fly,  and  I  have  little  doubt  the  take  would  have 
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been  heavier  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  flies 
were  hardly  obtainable  on  June  21.  I  and  my 
friend  were  of  opinion  that  there  were  not  so 
many  heavy  fish  moving  this  year  as  on  former 
occasions." 

G.  Owen  Wheeler  writes :  "  Unfortunately,  we 
kept  no  precise  records  of  weights  on  all  occasions, 
very  frequently  arriving  in  too  late  to  weigh  and 
send  off  fish.  Our  biggest  take  (two  rods)  was  35 
trout,  231b.  (1  returned),  in  one  day.  Our  heaviest 
bags  were  21  trout,  261b.,  and  15  trout,  251b. 
Largest  fish  caught  trolling,  pulling  the  beam  at 
9^1b.,  killed  on  a  mountain  sprat,  and  a  pike,  11  lb., 
caught  by  same  bait." 

J.  E.  Longfield  writes :  "  We  had,  I  think,  very 
fair  sport  during  the  month  (June)  we  were  at 
Oughterard.  We  got  altogether  191  trout,  weigh- 
ing 1411b.,  which  I  think  is  not  bad  for  about 
20  days'  fishing.  None  of  the  trout  were  over  2  Jib., 
and  I  do  not  thiiik  we  hooked  or  lost  anything 
much  larger.  It  is  now  three  years  since  I  first 
fished  Lough  Corrib,  and  in  that  time  the  trout 
have  certainly  increased  largely  in  numbers,  but 
I  am  not  sure  that  there  has  not  been  a  slight 
falling  off  in  size.  The  May  Fly  was  early  this 
year,  and  we  should  certainly  have  done  better  if 
we  had  gone  a  week  earlier." 

G.  Hurst  writes :  "  I  spent  the  month  of  June 
fishing  the  lake,  and  had  very  fair  sport.  I  got 
152  fish  from  June  3  to  28.  I  did  not  weigh  them, 
but  I  think  they  must  have  averaged  close  on  1  Jib." 

J.  Hardiman  writes :  "  My  bag  with  the  Green 
Drake  for  30  days'  fishing.  May  26  to  July  10,  was 
260  trout,  weighing  2191b.  My  best  week  was 
May  31  to  June  7,  when  I  caught  85  trout,  weighing 
71|-lb.  My  best  day  was  June  7,  when  25  trout, 
weighing  17Jlb.,  were  creeled." 

Herbert  Allen  writes :  "  After  an  interval  of 
some  years,  I  have  again  just  enjoyed  a  little 
fishing  on  Loughs  CoiTib  and  Mask,  and  as  the 
fishing  itself  is  free  of  charge,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as 
it  is  also  my  pleasure,  to  make  a  small  contribution 
to  the  funds  of  the  Gorrib  Fishery  Association, 
which  is  doing  such  excellent  work  on  the  lough 
from  which  it  takes  its  name.  Enclosed  is  a 
cheque  for  £1  lis.  6d.,  and  next  year  I  hope  to 
pay  more  than  one  visit  to  Clonbur  and  its  lakes, 
and  to  increase  my  subscription  proportionately. 
My  total  basket  for  four  days  on  Lough  Corrib, 
between  Sept.  10  to  17,  was  as  follows : — Casting, 
2lb  ,  2Ib.,  lilb.  ;  dapping,  2m,  2ilb.,  IJlb.,  1  lb.  ; 
trolling,  Hlb.,  f  ib.  Total,  10  trout.  Some  smaller 
trout  were  returned  to  the  water,  and  2  small  pike 
and  2  perch  were  killed.  My  basket  on  Lough 
Mask  for  3  days  consisted  of  2  trout,  of  IJlb.  and 
1  lb.  respectively,  taken  on  the  'Dap'  ('Harry'), 
and  1  perch." 

C.  K.  Court,  from  June  12  to  18  (6  days),  caught 
56  trout,  weighing  74|lb. 

H.  Gascoigne,  from  May  31  to  June  6  (6  days), 
caught  68  trout,  weighing  701b. 

D.  Slater,  from  June  12  to  18  (6  days),  46  trout, 
401b. 

G.  P.  Moore,  from  June  7  to  13  (6  days),  10 
salmon,  50|lb.,and  54  trout,  4Hlb. 

Col.  S.  H.  Banks,  in  25  days,  fishing  from  June  5, 
caught  15  salmon,  75ilb.,  and  98  trout,  weighing 
1151b. 

F.  C.  Boucher,  in  14  days,  caught  140  trout. 
Best  week,  57  trout,  weighing  61|^lb. 

F.  H.  Coghlan  White,  in  7  days,  caught  1121b. 

Messrs.  Barton  and  Gatchpool,  in  7  days,  caught 
83  trout. 

S.  B.  Doig,  in  29  days'  fishing,  from  May  30  to 
July  15,  caught  25  salmon  (10  on  May  Fly,  1  on 
troll,  rest  on  artificial),  weighing  128|lb.,  and  137 
trout,  1191b. 

J.  Hardiman,  with  the  "Harry"  from  July  11 
to  Sept.  18,  caught  192  trout,  weighing  2301b.  His 
best  day  was  July  13,  when  he  caught  14  trout, 
22i^lb. 

Thk  Recoed  Trout  of  the  Yeae. 

The  record  trout  of  the  year  was  caught  by 
Mr.  Gwynn,  16|lb.,  on  the  troll. 


Educational  Postcards. — The  Country  Press, 
of  19,  Ball-street,  Kensington,  W.,  are  issuing  a 
novel  series  of  educational  postcards,  the  first 
example  of  which  (natural  history  department)  is 
a  picture  presentment,  on  seven  cards,  for  the 
price  of  sixpence,  of  the  whole  of  the  British 
ferns  (forty-two  species,  nature  prints)  from  the 
illustrative  plates  of  Mr.  Francis  George  Heath's 
work,  "The  Fern  Paradise." 


PIKE  FISHING— FACTS  AND 
FANCIES. 

The  pike  fishing  season  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close,  but  it  is  not  too  late,  I  hope,  for  a  few  hints 
and  "wrinkles"  from  an  old  enthusiastic  "pikist" 
of  forty  years  on  the  warpath.  Although  there 
have  during  this  time  been  vast  improvements  in 
tackle  for  other  fish,  it  seems  to  me  that  very  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  pike  tackle  generally 
since  I  launched  out  my  first  spinning  tackle  as  a 
lad  of  fourteen. 

To  begin  with  artificial  spinning  baits,  their 
variety  is  legion,  yet  how  many  are  there  without 
some  radical  failing  or  other  ?  As  regards  those 
artificial  baits  with  metal  upright  or  stand-out 
"  pectoral  "  fins,  I  maintain  that  these  fins  not  only 
act  as  a  fulcrum,  enabling  the  fish  to  twist  out  the 
liooks  which  happen  to  be  slightly  fixed  in  his 
jaws,  but  also  when  Master  Esox  first  snatches  at 
the  bait,  these  metal  projections  prevent  the  full 
force  of  the  strike  taking  effect.  One  of  our  best 
knovm  practical  authorities  on  pike  fishing,  Mr. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell,  sjicaking  of  striking,  says  : 
— "The  stroke  should  be  as  hard  as  the  tackle  can 
bear  with  safety.  I  have  repeatedly,  on  the  bright 
shallows  of  the  Avon,  been  able  to  watch  exactly 
the  effects  of  my  stroke  both  upon  the  bait  and 
upon  the  pike,  and  I  have  been  astonished  how 
little  result  of  any  kind  is  apparently  produced 
except  with  the  very  hardest  blow." 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  truth,  as  I  have  proved 
many  a  time — in  fact,  on  one  occasion  I  struck 
and  brought  a  pike  right  up  to  the  bank  three 
times  in  succession  when  each  time  he  calmly 
opened  his  jaws  and  dropped  the  bait.  On  the 
fourth  time,  with  a  tremendous  "double-knock" 
stroke,  I  hooked  and  landed  this  plucky  (but 
foolish)  fish — only  a  5-pounder.  Note  this  was 
live-baiting.  Had  it  been  an  artificial  spinning  bait 
he  would  probably  not  have  come  again,  but  he 
had  tasted  the  flavour  of  the  live-bait,  and  no 
doubt  was  very  hungry. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  question  of  artificial 
baits.  They  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  present 
no  obstruction  for  the  pike's  teeth.  And  there  is 
only  one  sort  of  bait  which  so  well  fulfils  this 
condition,  namely,  the  spoon  bait  pure  and  simple. 
There  have  been  many  so-called  "  improvements  " 
on  the  old-fashioned  spoon,  but  I  doubt  if  the 
original  shape  is  not  the  best  after  all.  As  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  hooks  (of  which  the  fewer  the 
better),  I  should  say  one  treble  at  the  tail  and  one 
ditto  at  the  side,  so  arranged,  of  course,  that  the 
hooks  do  not  entangle  with  each  other,  is  the  best. 
A  piece  of  tliick  red  wool  round  each  hook  shank 
is  perhaps  an  improvement,  although  here  again 
is  the  question  whether  this  wool  is  likely  to  catch 
against  the  pike's  teeth,  preventing  the  straight 
drive  home  of  the  hooks. 

Although  in  cloudy  water  or  swift  streams  a 
spoon  is  often  very  deadly — and  it  is  always 
desirable  in  case  of  scarcity  of  the  real  baits  to 
have  a  spoon  with  you — still  I  am  a  firm  believer 
in  the  vast  superiority'  of  a  dead  dace,  bleak,  or 
roach  as  a  spinning  bait,  for  when  once  a  pike  gets 
the  flavour  of  the  real  fish  he  does  not  so  readily 
reject  it  (if  he  has  the  chance)  as  he  does  the 
artificial  one.  Most  pike  fishermen  have  seen  a 
jack  follow  a  spoon  or  artificial  bait  for  some 
distance  and  turn  tail  on  discovering  the  im- 
posture ;  at  all  events,  I  have  witnessed  it  on 
several  occasions. 

As  to  the  pattern  of  spinning  tacHe  for  the  natural 
bait  we  have  seen  many  devices,  but  I  have  proved 
(to  my  satisfaction,  at  any  rate)  that  Pennell's 
snap,  with  one  "  flying  '-  triangle,  is  about  as  good 
as  any,  the  only  objection  being  the  tail  "S  "hook, 
which  is  liable  to  catch  in  weeds  and  such  like 
obstacles  if  it  should  happen  to  hang  outside  the 
pike's  jaws  while  he  is  hooked  with  the  "  flying  " 
triangle.  Some  anglers  seem  to  think  that  in  the 
multitude  of  hooks  there  is  safety — so  there  is,  no 
doubt,  so  far  as  the  pike's  safety  is  concerned. 
For  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  numerous 
hooks  must  provide  the  pike  with  a  fulcrum  where- 
with to  enable  him  to  wrench  out  the  other  hooks 
that  had  effected  a  slight  hold  in  the  first  instance, 
besides  danger  of  contact  with  weeds,  etc.  Mr. 
Pennell  gives  the  percentage  of  lost  fish  by  using 
the  old-fashioned  three  or  four  flight  spinning  tackle 
as  fifty  to  sixty  "per  cent.  Think  of  that  you  anglers, 
who,  in  the  much  fished  waters  round  London,  mav 
think  yourselves  lucky  if  you  hook  half  a  dozen  fiflh 


in  one  day — think  of  the  grief  of  losing  three  and  a 
half  fish  (don't  forget  the  half)  out  of  the  six ! 

Quoting  from  the  visitors'  book  at  Slapton  Ley 
Hotel,  Oct.  8,  1862,  as  follows:— "Mr.  Clarke 
caught  ninety-one  pike,  all  by  spinning,  and  lost 
ninety-three  others  after  hooking  them."  Now,  with 
all  due  respect  to  "Mr.  Clarke,"  who  may,  for 
aught  I  know,  have  been  a  very  good  angler  (or  he 
may  have  been  otherwise),  this  is  no  proof  that 
such  a  large  percentage  of  losses  should  occur  even 
with  the  old  style  of  three  triangle  flight  tackle. 
An  esteemed  relative  of  mine,  long  since  dead, 
taught  me  as  a  boy,  not  only  how  to  cast  a  fly,  but 
to  catch  roach  on  single  hair,  and  throw  a  spinning 
bait.  He  used  a  stiff  built  12ft.  "  mottled  "  cane 
jack  rod,  strong  tackle  (old-fashioned  throe  triangle 
tackle,  etc.),  and  very,  very  few  pike  did  he  ever 
lose.  Well,  certainly  he  was  a  clever  all-round 
angler,  and  although  I  have  seen  him  land  over 
one  hundred  roach  (several  up  to  2lb.)  in  one 
evening  on  single  hair  without  breaking  a  hook, 
still  he  was  a  hard  striker  when  pike  were  his  prey. 
As  Pennell  truly  says,  "  strike  as  hard  as  the 
tackle  can  bear  it." 

Turning  now  to  live-bait  snap  fishing.  After 
trying  nearly  every  sort  of  tackle,  I  finally  decided 
upon  a  live-bait  snap  consisting  of  one  treble  hook 
at  end  and  one  small  single  hook  (size  about  No.  3) 
whipped  on  the  gimp  about  one  inch  from  the 
treble  hook  The  gimp  should  be  carefully  threaded 
with  baiting  needle,  inserting  it  under  the  skin  only, 
along  the  side  of  the  bait,  starting  just  behind  the 
pectoral  fin,  and  threading  diagonally  across  the 
side,  bringing  out  the  gimp  just  behind  the  dorsal 
fin,  carefully  avoiding  touching  any  portion  of  the 
spine  or  vital  parts  of  the  bait.  This  is,  of  course, 
not  the  usual  way  of  baiting  with  this  tackle,  as 
most  anglers  insert  the  small  hook  (and  perhaps 
triangle  as  well)  in  the  fish,  while  I  let  the  triangle 
hang  below,  and  adjust  the  single  hook  so  that  it 
rests  against  the  first  incision,  and  not  in  it.  And 
whereas  it  is  usual  to  bring  the  gimp  up  vertically, 
I  (as  explained)  bring  mine  diagonally,  thus  giving 
more  length  (and  strength)  to  the  hold  on  the  bait. 
By  this  mode  the  bait  will  hang  securely  and  (as 
merciful  anglers),  let  us  hope,  comfortably,  while  if 
no  pike  takes  it,  the  bait  will  keep  lively  for  hours. 


As  a  proof  of  this  I  last  year  possessed,  "alive  and 
kicking,"  a  fair-sized  Thames  dace  which  I  had 
used  on  Boxing  Day  on  a  water  near  London.  It 
was  on  the  tackle  for  about  four  hours,  and  had  a 
good  many  removals  and  long  casts  out  during 
that  time.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  afternoon 
(which  was  a  blank  one),  I  carefully  removed 
the  bait  and  drew  out  the  gimp,  placing  the 
dace  back  in  the  can  along  with  the  unused  baits.  I 
kept  the  latter  some  weeks,  but  they  all  died,  one 
after  the  other,  in  the  inexplicable  way  that  fish 
have  a  habit  of  doing,  in  spite  of  fresh  water  and 
every  attention.  But  the  plucky  old  "  used  "  dace 
lived  on,  the  sole  survivor,  for  many  weeks  after. 
So  much,  then,  for  the  humanity  and  other  advan- 
tages of  this  live-bait  snap-tackle,  which  is  a 
modification  of  Pennell's  snap,  but  used  in  a  quite 
different  style.  Of  course,  the  treble  hook  hanging 
free,  as  it  does,  from  the  underside  of  the  bait, 
leaves  no  resistance  to  overcome  in  striking,  as 
would  be  the  case  if  the  hooks  were  embedded  in 
the  bait  itself. 

Now  in  the  old  style  of  live-bait  snap  (the  treble 
books  fixed  right  through  the  back)  the  double 
disadvantages  of  injuring  the  bait,  and  also  being 
easily  jerked  out  of  its  hold,  often  at  the  first  cast, 
are  experiences  of  all  those  men  who  have  so  used 
it.  With  regard  to  casting  the  live-bait,  I  have 
seen  many  anglers  throw  so  far  upwards  that  the 
poor  bait  alights  with  such  a  tremendous  smack 
on  the  water  that  it  must  be  quite  stunned,  even 
if  not  lifeless.    This  too  vigorous  casting  ia  most 
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likely  to  loosen  the  hooks,  and  often  frees  the  bait 
altogether ;  and  when  the  "patient  angler  "  after 
half  an  hour  or  more  finds  his  bait  has  departed, 
it  does  not  improve  his  temper,  especially  when  he 
has  only  two  or  three  more  fish  in  the  can.  A 
slight  swing  of  the  rod  and  a  quick,  short  jerk  will 
deliver  the  bait  anywhere  within  a  reasonable 
distance,  and  very  long  casts  with  a  live-bait  on 
should  only  be  attempted  by  a  "past  master,"  or, 
in  my  opinion,  be  avoided  altogether,  except  of 
course  in  those  cases  where  absolutely  necessary. 

In  spinning  with  natural  or  artificial  baits  many 
anglers  draw  the  bait  steadily  towards  them,  wind- 
ing up  the  reel  quickly  to  do  so.  I  recommend  a 
different  system.  Directly  the  bait  drops  in  the 
water,  after  allowing  it  a  second  or  so  to  reach  a 
moderate  depth,  spin  it  with  short,  quick  darts, 
which  makes  it  look  attractive  and  lifelike.  This 
is  done,  of  course,  by  movemsnt  of  the  rod,  and 
this  way  does  not  give  the  pike  so  much  opportunity 
for  a  close  inspection  as  a  slow,  straight  spin  does. 
It  is  well,  upon  the  return  journey  of  the  bait,  not  to 
lift  it  too  suddenly  from  the  water  until  it  is  quite 
close  to  the  bank  or  boat.  Many  pike  will  follow 
a  bait  for  some  considerable  distance  before  making 
up  their  minds  to  take  it,  and  it  is  very  often  the 
case  that  a  pike  is  hiding  right  in  the  weeds  or 
rushes  near  the  bank,  and  will  rush  out  at  the  bait 
just  as  you  are  about  lifting  it  from  the  water. 
Some  years  ago  I  was  fishing  the  River  Ouse,  and 
spinning  beyond  a  high  bank  of  rushes  and  just 
drawing  in  my  bait ;  as  I  lifted  it  from  the  water  a 
tremendous  splash  told  me  (although  I  could  not 
see  the  fish)  that  a  big  pike  had  jumped  at  it,  but 
was  too  late  to  catch  the  bait  (or  be  caught  him- 
self). He  had  probably  followed  it  from  some 
distance.  I  cast  many  times  over  the  same  place 
but  without  success — no  ;doubt  he  had  retired  in 
disgust. 

Now,  just  a  few  remarks  on  rods,  lines,  etc.,  and 
I  will  conclude,  as  I  feel  that  I  must  not  take  up 
too  much  valuable  space,  and  I  have  no  intention 
of  going  the  full  extent  of  an  exhaustive  treatise 
on  pike  fishing,  which  would  take  as  much  space 
and  time  as  a  three  volume  novel. 

As  to  rods,  my  fancy  is  a  stiffish  "  mottled " 
cane,  total  length,  say,  from  lift,  to  r2ft.,  the  top 
joint  (two  of  these)  being  of  greenheart.  My 
abomination  is  a  short  rod,  which  in  bank  fishing, 
or  in  awkward  places,  is  almost  useless.  Where 
high  reeds,  rushes,  and  weeds  have  to  be 
"  negotiated,"  how  are  you  going  to  keep  a  pike 
clear  of  these  obstacles  where  no  punt  is  handy  or 
obtainable  ?  I  daresay  many  good  anglers  may 
not  agree  with  me,  but  I  still  maintain  that  the 
majority  of  the  spinning  rods  of  the  present  day 
are  too  short  and  too  "whippy."  A  pike  rod 
should  be  able  to  stand  the  severe  strain  of  casting 
heavy  baits,  and  other  hard  work  which  falls  to  its 
share. 

Perhaps  for  the  desired  combination  of  strength 
and  lightness,  mottled  cane  with  greenheart  top 
cannot  be  beaten.  The  rings,  another  important 
item,  are  in  most  rods  too  small.  No  doubt  small 
rings  look  neat,  but  we  want  useful  rods,  not 
ornamental  ones  only.  In  casting,  even  with  the 
greatest  care,  an  otherwise  good  cast  is  often  spoilt 
by  the  line  catching  in  various  obstacles,  or  in 
some  unexpected  "  kink  "  or  loop  made  while  the 
line  is  running  out.  With  large  rings  these 
obstacles  are  often  obviated,  and  the  "  kink  "  or 
other  impediment  will  pass  through  the  large  rings 
and  not  check  the  cast.  Another  advantage  of 
large  rings  is  that  there  is  more  space  for  the  line, 
and  consequently  less  friction,  which  soon  destroys 
even  the  best  "waterproof"  lines.  Again,  in 
frosty  weather,  the  small  rings  soon  get  coated 
with  ice. 

I  recommend  a  \\\n.  ring  on  the  butt  joint, 
tapering  the  rings  gradually  to  the  last  ring  before 
the  top,  which  is  |in.  diameter.  "  Guard  rings  " 
are  about  as  good  as  any  now  in  use,  and,  of 
course,  should  be  of  wire,  thickness  in  proportion, 
and  not  easily  bent.  I  have  no  groat  liking  for  the 
•'snake"  pattfjm  rings,  and  have  had  the  line  catch 
in  them  sometimes.  Revolving  rings  are  good 
when  accurately  adjusted,  but  if  the  ordinary  fixed 
ring  gets  grooved  or  worn  it  is  well  to  put  on  a  new 
one  at  once,  before  your  line  is  frayed,  which  soon 
happens  with  a  rough  ring.  The  line  should  bo 
well  watfjrproofcd  and  of  good  plaited  silk, 
not  too  thin  as  the  constant  friction  will  soon 
wear  out  a  thin  line.  Always  see  there  is  no 
flaw  in  the  line  l>ofore  using  it.  It  is  as  well  to 
give  new  lines  a  good  stretching  before  using  them. 


as  otherwise  they  are  certain  to  "  kink,"  or  twist, 
and  there  is  nothing  possesses  so  much  "cussed- 
ness,"  as  the  Americans  call  it,  as  a  kinking  line. 
You  can  never  trust  it  for  a  moment.  Twisted 
lines  are  not  to  be  compared  to  those  plaited.  The 
trace  I  have  found  best  is  salmon  gut,  either 
twisted  or  double-knotted.  It  is  far  superior  in 
every  way  to  gimp — stronger,  less  liable  to  rot,  and 
does  not  show  itself  so  much  in  the  water.  The 
new  wire  traces  are  very  good,  strong,  and  light. 
I  have  found  this  wire  also  very  good  for  the  hook 
flights  instead  of  gimp,  which  is  very  treacherous 
stuff,  and  many  a  good  fish  I  have  lost  through 
rotten  gimp — perhaps  an  old^  tackle  laid  by  for  a 
year,  or  put  away  wet. 

Moral. — Dry  all  your  lines  and  tackle  after  arrival 
home.  In  using  gimp  it  is  best  to  have  the  copper 
wire  bound  gimp,  as  it  soon  turns  black  and  does 
not  make  so  much  "  show"  in  the  water  as  brass. 
Another  important  item  (in  spinning  tackle  especi- 
ally) is  arrangement  of  swivels.  For  the  trace  for 
spinning  there  should  be  a  swivel  both  below  and 
above  the  lead.  These  should  not  be  smaller  than 
about  three- quarterg  of  an  inch  in  length,  made  of 
brass — not  steel,  which  is  apt  to  rust  and  snap  on  a 
sudden  strain.  They  should  be  carefully  selected,  see 
that  they  revolve  well,  and  that  the  spindles  have 
good  heads.  The  "  hook  "  swivel  at  end  of  the  trace 
is  to  attach  your  hook  tackle  to,  and  it  should  also 
be  strong.  These  are  made  in  many  patterns,  but 
the  principal  quality  is  for  it  to  be  easily  adjusted 
on  and  off.  About  a  foot  or  so  from  bottom  end 
of  trac3  there  should  be  an  adjustable  lead,  both 
the  "Archer"  and  the  "Geen"  patterns  are  good, 
and  easily  changed  when  required,  as  of  course  the 
weight  of  the  lead  depends  upon  the  size  of  your 
bait.  As  mentioned  above,  this  lead  has  a  swivel 
at  both  ends.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  dip  the  swivels 
before  using  them  in  some  acid  to  darken  them,  of 
course  avoiding  touching  the  trace  with  acid. 

Passing  on  now  to  fhats  for  live-baiting,  I 
consider  the  Fishing  Gazette  float  a  useful  one,  and 
easily  adjusted  ;  the  peg  should  not  project  too 
high,  or  will  be  liable  to  catch  in  weeds,  etc. 
I  prefer  floats  of  a  cone  shape,  having  an 
equal  taper  at  both  ends,  as  they  are  not  so  liable 
to  catch  in  obstacles  in  the  water  as  are  the 
pear-shaped  ones.  A  good  float  for  heavy 
water,  and  one  that  will  show  up  well  at  a  long 
distance,  is  a  cork  float  4iin.  long,  IJin.  in  centre 
diameter,  tapering  ofE  cone-shaped  at  each  end. 
There  is  a  hole  through  the  centre,  and  peg  at  top ; 
it  is  painted  bright  scarlet  at  top  end,  and  dark 
grean  at  bottom  half. 

As  to  reels,  a  large  Nottingham  "  optional 
check"  is  perhaps  as  good  as  any.  Although 
many  expert  spinners  cast  frem  the  reel,  I  have 
always  preferred  casting  from  a  coil  of  line  at  my 
feet  (but  not  under  my  feet).  I  think  the  line 
runs  freer  and  more  quickly  this  way,  and  with 
less  friction  as  it  "jumps"  through  the  rings. 
Look  out,  however,  that  the  line  is  quite  free 
from  impediments  in  shape  of  bits  of  stick, 
reed,  rush,  or  the  hundred  little  trifles  that 
it  may  pick  up  on  its  way  out,  and  keep 
your  coat  buttons  away,  as  a  swift  running 
line  has  an  affectionate  habit  of  embracing  any- 
thing that  is  in  its  way.  The  most  moral  and 
quiet  angler  will  occasionally  be  driven  to  use 
"swear  words"  when,  after  carefully  preparing 
everything  for  a  long  cast,  his  line  jumps  up  either 
in  a  terrific  tangle  or  else  winds  itself  round  one 
of  the  many  "  unconsidered  trifles  "  which  are  in 
the  angler's  path.  And,  Oh !  what  an  exhilarating 
feeling  there  is  in  seeing  your  last  bait  flying  forty 
yards  away,  while  your  hooks  are  peacefully 
resting  in  a  bed  of  good  strong  reeds  (best  English 
make)  warranted  to  break  a  clothes-line. 

Now  for  the  matter  of  hooks.  Every  fisherman 
has  his  own  fancy  on  the  all-important  question 
of  hooks.  I  have  used  "sneck"  bends  for  nearly 
all  "  coarse  fish  "  (as  they  are  scornfully  termed), 
and  am  a  firm  believer  that  there  is  no  better 
striking  and  holding  hook  made.  I  remember  that 
Mr.  Pennell,  one  of  our  most  scientific  and  practical 
anglers,  made  a  series  of  exhaustive  experiments 
upon  the  penetrating  power  of  different  hooks, 
arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  "sneck  bend" 
possessed  the  best  qualities  in  the  direction  of  a 
straight  drive,  and  requiring  less  force  in  proportion 
to  the  stroke  or  "strike."  And  after  many  years' 
fishing  I  can  fully  endorse  his  views.  "  Rust- 
proof "  hooks  are  very  good,  and  are  more  invisible 
than  the  bright  steel.  The  wire  should  not  be  too 
fine,  or  they  are  liable  to  bend. 


Striking  a  fish. — I  have  before  mentioned  that 
your  stroke  must  bo  fairly  hard.  When  you  feel 
your  fish,  strike  and  hold  him  tight  for  a  second  or 
two,  then  let  him  run,  always  keeping  your  line 
tight,  and  play  him  till  he  seems  exhausted.  Steer 
clear  of  weeds,  reeds,  etc.,  and  never  make  sure 
you  have  got  him  until  he  is  on  safe  ground.  The 
gaff  hook  is  better  than  a  net  when  snap-fishing,  as 
the  hooks  are  liable  to  catch  in  the  net. 

The  weather  for  pike  fi.shing  is  a  matter  upon 
which  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion.  I  have 
had  good  sport  in  a  sharp  frost  and  no  wind, 
another  time,  bad  luck  on  same  water  and  under 
same  conditions.  Windy  weather  is,  to  my  fancy, 
the  best,  for  either  spinning  or  live-baiting.  I 
remember  some  years  ago  in  winter,  on  Hornsea 
Mere,  having  splendid  sport,  but  one  of  the  bitterest 
days  T  ever  fished  in,  the  wind  "  blowing  great 
guns,"'  snowing  hard,  line  freezing  to  the  rings,  and 
with  a  large  boat  to  manage  single-handed.  Many 
curious  captures  I  have  made  with  spinning  tackle, 
one  a  3lb.  chub  with  a  spoon  bait,  and  once  on 
Wroxham  Broad,  while  spinning  a  tiny  spoon  for 
perch,  I  hooked  (inside  mouth)  a  roach  of  |lb. 

Large  pike  I  have  found  not  vei»y  active,  and 
consequently  a  live-bait  appears  more  attractive, 
and  in  still  waters  there  is  nothing  to  equal  a  good 
lively  bait.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  pike 
will  not  tackle  a  perch,  but  this  is  not  always  tha 
case.  At  Slapton  Ley  (near  Dartmouth),  when  we 
ran  short  of  bait,  we  used  perch  (with  back  fin 
clipped  off  neatly),  and  found  them  muclv  appre- 
ciated. Tench  are  also  supposed  to  be  "  pike- 
proof,"  but  it  is  on  record  that  a  large  pike  was 
taken  out  of  Virginia  Water,  Windsor  Park,  some 
years  ago,  which  had  a  tench  of  Gib  in  his  stomach, 
and  no  doubt  this  is  not  a  solitary  case.  Of  course 
in  both  the  waters  above  referred  to  there  is  no 
scarcity  of  other  fish,  therefore  it  was  not  a 
question  of  starvation.  A  starving  pike  will  take 
almost  anything,  from  a  dabchick  to  a  water-rat. 

A.  HOBSON. 


A    DAY'S    ANGLING  |N 
EOSS-SHIEE. 


In  the  far  West  Highlands,  and  on  an  elevated 
tableland  among  mountains  that  pierce  the  heavens 
with  jagged  peaks,  are  a  number  of  fresh-water 
lochs,  the  abode  of  beautiful  trout,  pink  as  salmon. 

To  one  of  these  I  wended  my  way  on  a  fine  day 
in  June,  hoping  to  have  a  good  day's  sport.  Mine 
host,  Mr.  Morrison,  the  genial  proprietor  of  the 
Caledonian  Hotel  in  Ullapool,  had  sent  my  rod  and 
basket  by  the  gillie,  who  went  before.  Through 
having  been  footballed  by  necessity  throughout  the 
world  for  many  years,  I  had  little  opportunity  of 
indulging  in  a  day's  angling  since  I  was  a  youth  of 
seventeen  till  this  day.  Having  been  bom,  I  might 
say,  with  a  rod  in  my  hand,  and  cradled  in  a  fishing 
basket,  it  was  impossible  that  my  hand  should  lose 
its  cunning. 

Arriving  at  the  loch,  my  gillie,  Donald,  pointed 
out  to  me  the  flies  most  suitable  for  the  loch.  I 
put  these  on  as  recommended,  and  in  a  short  space 
of  time  was  switching  the  loch.  For  a  moment  I 
felt  my  casting  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  The 
flies  seemed  to  fall  all  in  a  lump  and  become 
entangled.  My  gillie,  Donald,  on  different  occa- 
sions, exclaimed,  "  Och,  och  !  "  as  the  cast  came  flop 
in  a  lump  on  the  water.  "  You  must  be  careful, 
you  must  indeed.  Don't  let  the  point  of  the  rod 
drop  like  that."  Taking  Donald's  advice  I  soon 
improved,  and  ere  long  could  cast  as  well  as  I  used 
to  when  a  boy. 

I  fished  for  an  horn*  and  never  got  a  single  rise, 
and  reproached  Donald  for  having  taken  me  to  a 
loch  in  which  there  were  no  fish. 

"Ah,  sir,  is't  me  that  would  be  taking  you  to  a 
loch  without  fish.  No,  no,  sir!  Whatever  lam, 
am  not  a  rogue,  nor  was  my  people  before  me." 

"  Well,  Donald,  there  is  something  wrong,  and  it 
is  for  us  to  investigate,"  I  said ;  and  thereupon  I 
set  to  work  to  find  out  the  kind  of  insects  and  flies 
to  be  found  in  the  vicinity.  As  the  day  was  very 
blowy  I  had  some  difiBculty  in  finding  any  kind  of 
insect.  At  last,  however,  I  came  across  a  small 
moth  with  greenish  wings  striped  with  red,  with  a 
brown  body.  Taking  a  hint  from  the  colouring,  I 
placed  a  Mallard,  with  a  brown  body,  and  a  Red 
Palmer  on  the  gut.  Returning  to  the  loch  I  resumed 
fishing,  and  had  scarcely  cast  twice  when  a  trout 
rose  and  was  duly  hooked.    Trout  after  trout  waa 
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caught,  until  I  had  made  a  basket  of  thirteen,  each 
weighing  in  average  three-quarters  of  a  pound. 

I  was  beginning  to  get  proud  of  my  achievement 
when  the  trout  suddenly  refused  to  rise.  For  half 
an  hour,  an  hour,  I  fished  away,  it  was  no  use. 
Donald  said,  "  Och,  pch  !  but  it's  queer,  queer,  ferry 
queer  indeed."  I,  however,  remembered  that  I  saw 
just  as  "  queer before. 

It  seemed  strange.  Every  cast  of  mine  brought 
fresh  incidents  of  long  past  to  memory — the 
troubled  sea  through  which  I  had  tossed  for  many 
years  became  gradually  obscured,  and  the  happy, 
happy  days  of  boyhood  were  every  moment  becoming 
less  distant  and  dim. 

Something  was  wrong,  and  the  wrong  had  to  be 
righted,  it  was  evident,  ere  a  further  increasing  the 
weight  of  my  basket.  I  sat  down  to  luncheon, 
determined  to  think  out  the  problem.  It  was  a 
problem  of  Nature,  and  I  knew  that  Nature  never 
despises  the  being  who  loves  her,  nor  does  she  refuse 
to  reveal  her  secrets  to  those  who  reverently  seek. 


To  begin  then,  I  observed  that  the  dark  clouds 
to  the  west  had  disappeared.  A  change  took  place 
in  the  temperature,  and  the  atmosphere  was  drier 
or  less  full  of  moisture  than  it  was  when  I  had 
arrived  in  the  morning.  The  wind,  too,  had  gone 
down.  Under  the  atmospheric  changes  that  had 
evidently  taken  place  since  the  forenoon,  is  it  not 
possible,  I  thought,  that  the  change  has  awakened 
a  different  kind  of  moth  to  the  one  I  had  observed 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  Along  the  loch  side 
I  searched,  kicking  tufts  of  heather  here  and  there 
in  order  to  rouse  any  moths  that  might  be  just 
awakening  from  the  chrysalis  state.  I  had  not  long 
to  search.  Out  of  a  clump  of  heather  that  grew 
among  the  stones  on  the  shore  I  aroused  a  moth, 
or,  rather,  a  butterfly — ^an  Adonis  Blue.  Not  far 
from  the  same  spot  I  observed  dark  flies  of  the 
midge  species  disporting  themselves  above  a  little 
pool  of  water. 

I  lost  no  time  in  changing  the  flies.  My  gillie 
laughed  at  my  original  ideas  of  choosing  the  flies, 
and  said :  "  Weel,  sir,  I  never  saw  anyone  choosing 
his  flies  by  the  nataral  ones  before." 

"  That  does  not  say  it  is  not  worth  the  trying, 
Donald." 

"  Och,  och,  no  !  but  it's  funny  (strange)." 

However  funny  it  seemed  to  Donald  at  first,  he 
is  now  a  firm  believer  in  my  method  of  receiving 
instruction  direct  from  Nature  herself. 

On  this  lonely  little  loch  among  the  mountains 
I  made  the  best  basket  I  had  ever  made. 

J)onald8aid:  "Weel,  sir,  I  never  saw  a  better 
basket  taken  of  this  loch,  an'  it's  all  through  your 
copying  o'  the  nataral  flies.   I  never  saw  one  do  it 


before,  but,  take  my  word  for't,  I  will  always  do 
it  from  now. 'J 

If  the  above  hurriedly  written  article  will  but 
incite  the  young  angler  to  the  trial  of  a  method 
which  I  seldom  found  to  fail,  the  ink  spilt  will 
assuredly  not  have  been  wasted  in  vain. 

Jas.  T.  Henderson. 


SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
THE  BOYNE. 


OuE  illustration  shows  Sir  Francis  Ley  and  liis 
sons  with  the  result  of  a  morning's  sport  on  the 
Upper  Black  Castle  Fishery  on  the  Boyne,  which 
Sir  Francis  has  bad  for  many  years.  His  many 
friends  will  be  glad  to  know  of  his  steady,  if  slow, 
recovery  from  a  serious  illness,  and  that  he  is 
looking  forward  to  killing  some  more  of  those  most 
shapely  and  game  Boyne  salmon.  R.  B.  M. 


EXMOUTH  AS  A  HEALTH  AND 
FISHING  EESOET. 


Op  the  many  attractive  seaside  places  in  fair 
Devon,  Exmouth  may  certainly  claim  a  prominent 
position  having  regard  to  its  numerous  advantages, 
and  holiday  seekers,  and  especially  anglers,  would 
not,  I  feel  assured,  regret  a  visit;  in  fact,  I  know 
not  a  few  who  have  visited  the  place,  and  being  so 
satisfied  with  the  results  of  their  visit  have  made 
it  their  home  there  altogether. 

Anyone  desirous  of  escaping  from  the  raw,  damp 
colds  of  our  large  cities,  and  who  seek  immunity 
from  sudden  or  violent  variations  of  temperature, 
or  are  liable  to  bronchitic  affections,  could  not  select 
a  more  favourable  spot.  The  attractions  from  a 
health  point  of  view  are  many.  It  looks  south- 
west, has  a  fine  open  front  to  the  sea,  is  well 
sheltered  from  north-east  and  south-east  winds, 
the  sea  breezes  being  exceedingly  bracing  and 
refreshing.  Its  climate  is  equable  at  all  times  of 
the  year,  and  the  rainfall  is  fairly  low.  The 
drainage  is  satisfactory,  the  sewage  being  carried 
well  out  to  sea,  while  its  water  supply  is  abundant 
and  good. 

The  views  are  exceptionally  fine  and  the  sur- 
roundings most  beautiful,  while  the  sunrises  and 
sunsets  are  very  grand  ;  in  fact,  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  pen  artist  to  adequately  describe  them  as 
it  would  require  the  genius  of  a  Ruskin  or  a 
Huxley  to  portray  them,  and  many  noted  artists, 
notably  the  great  Turner,  R.A.,  are  known  to 
have  selected  them,  so  that  no  further  words  of 


mine  are  necessary.  Excellent  promenades, 
delightful  drives  and  walks  abound ;  golf,  hockey, 
football,  yachting,  and  swimming  clubs  are  also 
available.  A  cricket  club  is  also  much  patronised, 
as  really  good  matches  are  arranged,  those  clubs, 
among  others,  who  are  regular  visitors  being  the 
M.C.C.,  I.  Zingari,  Incogniti,  and  others.  The 
captain,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Coplestone,  is  well  known, 
and  the  family  of  that  name  will  be  always  remem- 
bered as  having  done  much  to  raise  the  standard 
of  cricket  to  its  present  excellence;  in  fact,  the 
name  is  a  household  word  in  "  fair  Devon.'' 

The  far-famed  Bicton  Gardens  are  within 
reasonable  distance  of  the  town,  the  public  gardens 
are  also  prettily  laid  out,  one  recently  being  added 
on  the  sea  front;  while  at  night  the  excellent 
incandescent  gas  lamps  along  the  whole  length  of 
the  promenade  make  that  locality  a  much 
frequented  resort  of  an' evening.  If  the  weather 
should  be  wet  or  cold,  not  a  usual  occurrence,  the 
shelters  provided  all  along  the  promenade  are 
welcomed,  as  in  some  the  infirm,  invalids,  and 
others  can  secure  seats  where  smoking  is  prohibited, 
and  they  can  repose  with  ease  and  comfort.  In 
the  season  a  band  plays  and  open-air  concerts  are 
given.  Fine  steamer  excursions  are  also  arranged, 
two  well-known  steamers,  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Devonshire,  carrying  380  and  330  passengers  respec- 
tively, make  daily  trips  to  all  parts  of  Devon  and 
Dorset  coasts,  and  smaller  but  comfortable  steam 
launches  make  trips  up  the  estuary  of  the  River  Exe, 
calling  at  Turf,  where  the  whitebait  teas  are  much 
appreciated.  The  post-office  service  is  good,  and 
there  are  two  clubs — a  gentlemen's  and  a  Masonic 
club — and  several  libraries.  Close  to  the  town 
there  are  also  lawn  tennis,  archery,  and  croquet 
grounds,  well  attended  during  the  season,  and 
some  interesting  matches  are  played  there. 

Should  a  visit  to  Exeter  to  see  the  cathedral  and 
other  lions  of  that  place  be  desired,  the  London 
and  South-Western  supply  a  frequent  and  excellent 
train  .service,  while  by  taking  the  steam  launch 
from  Exmouth  Pier  to  Starcross,  a  very  pleasant 
trip,  the  Great  Western  Railway  service  is  avail- 
able, as  an  excellent  train  and  motor  service  is 
provided.  I  think  these  few  points  will  convince 
your  readers  that  Exmouth  may  claim  to  be  a 
pleasant  healthy  locale  for  the  weakly  born  as  well 
as  the  invalid,  the  aged,  or  the  convalescent. 

I  must  now  revert  to  the  attractions  of  Exmouth 
and  neighbourhood  from  the  anglers'  point  of  view. 
Season  tickets  are  issued  at  the  Exmouth  Dock 
Office  by  Messrs.  Ellett  and  Matthew,  the  latter, 
both  father  and  son,  being  both  sportsmen,  can 
give  reliable  information  as  to  the  best  places  and 
modes  of  capture.  Season  tickets  for  the  pier  and 
docks,  including  admission  to  the  pier  without 
extra  payment,  are  5s.  for  the  year.  Is.  6d.  for  the 
month,  and  2d.  day  tickets.  Bass,  pollack,  mullet, 
smelt,  conger,  and  large  river  eels  are  the  fish  to 
be  met  with,  and  one  resident,  Mr.  R.  Mostyn,  who 
earned  the  distinction  of  pier  champion  last  year, 
caught  three  bass,  lOjlb.,  8|lb.,  and  Tjlb.  respec- 
tively, in  addition  to  several  fine  river  eels,  several 
over  31b.  each.  Live  sand-eels  (locally  called 
"sprats  ")  were  the  baits  used,  the  other  most  tried 
being  fresh  mackerel,  ragworms,  lugworms,  and 
peel  crabs.  The  number  of  season  tickets  and 
anglers  generally  has  increased  each  successive 
year,  but  it  is  with  regret  I  record  last  year  as  a 
very  poor  one  taken  all  round.  A  large  number  of 
mackerel  came  in  last  year  when  the  season  was  at 
its  height,  and  several  anglers  (ladiesiamong  them, 
I  am  pleased  to  add)  caught  over  fifty  fish  each, 
but  they  only  remained  here  a  few  days. 

The  best  bass  fishing  I  may  hereon  mention  is 
obtained  by  hiring  the  boatmen,  who  are,  as  a 
rule,  civil  and  obliging;  they  provide,  if  desired, 
all  necessary  bait  and  tackle,  and  sometimes  off 
the  Warren  at  the  right  time  of  tide  large  bass  are 
taken  in  fair  numbers.  Boatmen  are  mostly  on 
the  look  out  on  the  beach  and  by  the  pier, 
and  Messrs.  Carter  and  Carder,  Dixon,  Rousell, 
and  Copp.  Apartments  are  also  available  by  the 
following,  who  are  well  known  to  me,  and  home 
comforts  may  be  anticipated  at  either  place :  Miss 
Williams,  Waterloo  House,  Morton-road ;  Mrs. 
Hawkins,  5,  Mamhead-view-terrace ;  Mrs.  Duch- 
scherer,  51,  Victoria-road ;  Mrs.  Beck,  99,  Victoria- 
road.  In  the  case  of  the  two  latter  names  the 
respective  husbands  are  fishermen,  who  are  very 
expert  anglers,  and  can  supply  baits  and  all  infor- 
mation as  to  best  localities,  etc. 
■  Anyone  wishing  to  do  a  bit  of  flat  fishing  will  do 
best  in  the  Bight,  where  plaice,  flukes,  dabs,  etc., 
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are  caught  with  lugworms,  etc.  Most  of  the 
pollack  on  the  pier  are  caught  with  a  long  single 
white  feather  tied  on  to  a  medium-sized  hook, 
three  to  fife  heing  used  on  one  collar,  and  three  or 
more  fish  are  sometimes  caught  at  once  when  they 
are  well  on  the  feed.  t 

When  the  tides  do  not  serve  on  the  pier  and 
front,  the  dock  entrance  gates  and  inside  them 
are  tried,  where  pollack  are  taken,  also  smelt  and 
mullet ;  the  latter,  however,  are  very  rarely 
caught,  but  when  they  do  come  on  the  sport  is  of  a 
very  pleasant  nature. 

There  are  numerous  hotels,  the  three  fashionable 
ones  on  the  promenade  are  the  Imperial,  the  Royal 
Beacon,  and  Atlantic,  all  facing  the  sea,  while 
others  well  spoken  of  are  Sumner's  Private  Hotel, 
the  London,  the  RoUe,  and  the  Beach,  the  latter 
being  very  convenient,  as  it  adjoins  the  Exmouth 
Pier,  from  which   steamers,  sailing  and  rowing 


while  at  Topsham,  easily  reached  by  frequent 
trains,  Mr.  Warner  is  most  obliging,  and  also  has 
two  boats  that  are  generally  available. 

In  concluding  these  few  remarks,  may  I  be 
allowed  to  express  the  hope  that  I  shall  see  by  a 
perusal  of  your  interesting  paper  that  I  have 
supplied  some  useful  hints  to  some  of  your 
numerous  readers.  J.  A.  K. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  LOCH  TAY. 


Very  fair  sport  has  been  experienced  on  lovely 
Loch  Tay  already  this  season  by  visitors  staying  at 
the  hotels  at  Killin  and  Kenmore,  who  pay  20s. 
for  each  salmon  caught,  and  as  the  Tay  fish  run 
large  there  is  no  objection  to  this  plan — no  sport 
no  charge  for  your  fishing.  Our  illustration,  from 
a  photograph  by  Mr.  James  Temple,  shows  "  Battle 


in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loutli,  that  did,  and, 
what  was  better  still,  ho  promised  to  try  and 
obtain  for  me  a  day's  fishing  upon  it.  In  his  letter 
ho  alluded  to  the  size  of  the  fish,  how  he  had 
caught  them  up  to  I  lb.  12oz.,  and  that  some  years 
ago  a  cousin  of  his,  with  the  fly,  killed  a  specimen 
above  Withcrn  Bridge  that  scaled  .3lb.  Naturally, 
this  joyful  intelligence  greatly  elated  me,  and  I 
knew  no  rest  until  I  heard  that  permission  had 
been  granted ;  Mr.  Mason  very  kindly  invited  me 
to  spend  a  Sunday  with  him,  and  then  on  the 
Monday  morning  to  journey  together  to  the  happy 
hunting  grounds.  I  therefore  set  off  for  the  well- 
known  shipping  town — which  I  was  visiting  for  the 
first  time — one  Sunday  morning  towards  the  end 
of  last  December,  and,  to  my  great  delight,  the 
weather  had  turned  from  a  continuance  of  fog  and 
mist  to  a  condition  of  frost,  and  my  hopes  of  a 
good  time  were  in  the  ascendant. 


Pholo  bij\ 


Loch  Tay. — Battle  Rock. 
A  famoiis  part  of  the  loch  for  salmon. 


[J.  Temple. 


bo»t8,  also  best  fishing,  are  available.  A  letter 
addressed  to  Hops  I<odge,  Victoria-road,  Exmouth, 
will  secure  any  additional  information  that  may  be 
desired. 

With  regard  to  those  who  prefer  river  or  canal 
fishing  to  salt  water,  the  Otter  river  contains  fine 
trout,  the  best  localities  being  Budleigh  Salterton 
and  above.  Most  of  the  water  is  private  fishing, 
but  some  parts  are  free,  or  permission  sometimes 
given  for  an  occasional  vi.sit. 

The  Exeter  Canal  is  an  excellent  spot  for  eels, 
pike,  carp,  tench,  perch,  and  roach ;  a  permit  to 
fish  this  water  is  necessary  from  the  Town  Clerk, 
Municipal  Offices,  Exeter,  but  these  are  not  issued 
during  the  close  season — namely,  from  March  15  to 
June  15  inclusive.  The  best  places  that  I  have 
discovered  are  at  Topsham,  Turf,  Blackhouse,  and 
the  Lime  Kilns:  at  the  last-named  place  Mr.  Dixon, 
the  landlord  of  the  hotel,  can  give  information. 


Rock,"  a  famous  spot  for  salmon,  and  the  scene  of 
a  fight  between  two  Highland  clans,  one  of  which 
is  said  to  have  driven  the  other  clan  into  the  loch. 

R.  B.  M. 


ON  A  LINCOLNSHIKE  GRAYLING 
STREAM. 
By  "Halcyon." 


If  any  of  my  readers  interested  in  grayling 
fishing  will  take  the  trouble  to  search  through 
their  books  of  reference  on  the  subject,  I  do  not 
think  that  in  any  one  of  them  will  the  name  of  a 
Lincolnshire  river  be  found  as  containing  Salmo 
thymallas,  and  therefore  I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  hear  from  Mr.  R.  Mason,  of  Grimsby,  a 
well-known  Trent  and  Lincolnshire  angler,  that 
there  was  one  small  stream  called  the  Withern  Eau, 


Upon  my  arrival  at  Grimsby  I  found  my  host 
on  the  platform.  He  explained  that  he  would  like 
me  to  inspect  a  wonderful  collection  of  stuffed  fish 
belonging  to  a  friend  of  his,  Mx.  O.  Overbeck,  and 
as  his  residence  was  on  our  way  the  cab  was 
stopped,  and  Mr.  Mason  introduced  me  to  his 
friend.  I  have  inspected  a  few  good  collections  of 
fish  in  my  time,  but  the  one  in  question  is  really 
magnificent ;  one  case,  almost  all  the  work  is 
Cooper's,  contained  a  brace  of  carp  171b.  8oz.  and 
141b.  5oz.  respectively.  These  are  not  moimted  in 
the  usual  manner,  but  laid  on  a  bed  of  rushes  with 
a  beautiful  landscape  background  of  the  very  bay 
on  the  Lincolnshire  lake  where  the  fish  were 
caught,  executed  by  Mr.  Overbeck  himself.  On 
the  day  in  question  a  third  carp  was  caught 
weighing  101b.  4oz.  ;  on  another  day,  on  the  same 
lake,  this  angler  caught  six  carp  as  follows— 
12lb.  8oz.,  lOlb.  4oz.,  8lb.  7oz.,  and  three  weighing 
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21b.  each.  The  water  in  this  lake  is  a  uniform 
depth  of  eighteen  inches,  and  as,  therefore,  there 
is  no  draught  for  any  kind  of  boat,  all  the  fishing 
has  to  be  conducted  from  the  land,;  which  adds 
greatly  to  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  by  the 
angler.  Next  came  a  case  containing  a  perch 
31b.  2oz. ;  there  were  also  a  roach, lib.  13oz.,  a 
golden  tench  31b.  7oz.,  and  an  ordinary  tench 
31b.  12oz.  Mr.  Overbcck's  collection  is  not  con- 
fined entirely  to  fish,  for  amongst  numberless  cases 
of  strange  birds  he  pointed  out  to  me  an  eagle 
owl,  caught  in  the  rigging  of  a  vessel  returning 
from  Riga,  and  which  took  three  stalwart  sailors 
all  their  time  to  overcome,  likewise  one  of  those 
extinct  birds  the  apteryx,  or  Australian  ostrich. 

My  host  is  a  widower,  but  his  daughter  Jean 
gave  me  a  most  cordial  welcome,  and  I  soon  felt 
quite  at  home.  After  dinner  a  friend,  whom  my 
kind  host  had  invited  in  to  meet  me,  arrived,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  most  pleasantly 
spent  in  angling  chat,  interspersed  with  music  and 
songs  most  charmingly  rendered  by  Miss  Mason. 

This  friend,  Mr.  A.  Mountain,  is  a  real  sports- 
man, and  owns  a  large  sporting  estate  in  Norway. 
On  it  he  has  erected  a  shooting-box,  to  which  he 
and  his  wife  repair  annually  for  their  holidays. 
This  estate  is  out  of  the  beaten  track,  and  to  show 
what  grand  sport  is  obtainable  on  it,  I  may  state 
that  last  season  Mr.  M.  killed  340  trout  weighing 
2401b.,  all  with  fly,  in  ten  days.  Shooting  is 
equally  good,  two  guns  in  one  day  killing  thirty- 
two  and  a  half  brace  of  willow  grouse,  a  species  of 
ptarmigan. 

We  retired  early,  as  our  train  departed  in  the 
morning  at  the  unearthly  hour  of  5.45  a.m.  Aby 
was  our  destination,  and  from  the  station  to  the 
Mill  Pit,  as  they  term  pools  locally,  there  was  a 
drive  of  three  or  four  miles. 

It  was  a  hard  frost  in  the  morning,  and  no 
trams  being  running,  we  had  to  walk  to  the 
station,  a  work  of  some  difficulty  owing  to  the 
slippery  state  of  the  roads. 

Aby  at  last,  and  the  miller's  cart  in  waiting  at 
the  station  gate.  Wrapping  ourselves  up  in  our 
top-coats  we  set  o£E  on  our  journey  through  the 
country  lanes  of  bare  hedgerows  and  leafless  trees, 
just  discernible  in  the  dim  morning  light.  A 
sudden  turn  round  a  comer  and  the  mill  bouse 
hove  in  sight,  another  moment  and  we  were  inside 
a  cosy  room  before  a  blazing  fire,  and  a  breakfast- 
table  tastefully  set  out  with  chrysanthemums; 
sorhething  more  substantial  was  speedily  put 
before  us  by  the  miller's  buxom  wife,  to  which  we 
did  ample  justice. 

After  breakfast  we  lost  no  time  in  making  for 
the  Mill  Pool,  which  reminded  me  greatly  of  the 
one  at  Houghton-on-the-Test,  upon  which  some 
thirteen  years  ago  I  experienced  such  a  memorable 
day's  sport  amongst  the  grayling,  excepting  that 
at  the  head  of  it  an  old-fashioned  water-wheel, 
with  slumbrous  splash,  afforded  the  power  instead 
of  hatches  leading  from  a  dam.  As  at  Houghton 
a  belt  of  wUlows  lined  the  right-hand  bank,  whilst 
on  the  left  ran  a  shelving  slope  of  grass,  with  a 
plank  overhanging  the  water,  which  had  been 
erected  by  the  two  lessees  of  the  fishing  who  had 
so  kindly  granted  us  the  day's  fishing.  My  com- 
panion informed  me  that  the  pool  held,  in  addition 
to  grayling,  a  goodly  store  of  roach.  I  commenced 
at  the  right-hand  side,  and  for  half  an  hour  landed 
nothing  beyond  a  brace  of  small  roach ;  but  my 
friend,  fishing  from  the  aforesaid  plank,  was 
landing  some  half-pounders  of  the  same  genus; 
then  I  landed  a  trout,  but  there  might  not  have 
been  a  grayling  in  the  pool,  so  far  as  results 
showed.  I  next  crossed  to  the  left-hand  bank,  and 
at  his  request  took  possession  of  the  plank,  he 
going  lower  down  stream.  I  soon  began  to  get 
some  nice  roach  up  to  Jib. ;  but  I  had  not  journeyed 
from  Yorkshire  in  quest  of  them,  so  also  made 
tracks  down  stream. 

After  negotiating  several  risky  narrow  plank 
bridges  crossing  the  numerous  dykes  characteristic 
of  the  fen  country,  I  arrived  at  an  undeniable  bit 
of  grayling  water.  Friend  M.  was  fishing  on  the 
opposite  side  and  shouted  across  that  he  had  just 
hooked  and  lost  one.  Within  five  minutes  I  had 
hold,  and  subsequently  landed  my  first  Lincoln- 
shire grayling,  a  nice  fish  of  close  on  a  pound  ;  but 
no  more  were  to  be  had,  so  back  we  went  to  the 
Mill  Pool,  only  to  land  more  roach  and  trout,  with 
the  exception  of  a  ^Ib.  flounder  which  M.  landed 
just  below  the  water-wheel,  and  the  first  he  had 
ever  seen  on  the  water. 

It  was  now  lunch  time,  so  we  settled  down  to 


that,  lit  our  pipes,  and  decided  to  proceed  further 
upstream.  The  Withern  Eau,  or,  as  some  call  it, 
Claythorpe  Beck,  reminds  me  greatly  of  the  River 
Costa  in  East  Yorkshire,  a  noted  grayling  stream ; 
it  is  slow  running,  with  nice  comers  where  the 
stream  runs  into  the  bank,  but  somehow  the 
gi-ayling  did  not  tackle  to,  and  it  was  some  distance 
up  before  I  killed  my  second  fish,  about  the  same 
size  as  the  first  one.  From  the  bright,  frosty 
morning  with  its  promise  of  success,  the  day  had 
changed  to  one  of  fog  arid  mist,  and  it  was  well  on 
towards  three  o'clock  before  I  "  struck  ile " 
towards  the  upper  portion  of  the  water,  where 
there  is  another  mill  pool,  and  when  the  light 
faded  away  I  had  in  my  wooden  creel  a  dozen 
nice  grayling  and  eighteen  roach  as  a  result  of  our 
first  day's  work. 

My  friend  told  me  that  the  top  mill  pool  was  a 
very  good  one,  so  we  decided  to  leave  it  for  the 
morrow,  and  after  a  word  or  two  with  the  miller, 
who  kindly  promised  to  keep  the  water  back  as 
long  as  he  could,  as  the  supply  was  not  enough  to 
keep  the  stream  running  through  the  pool  all  day, 
wo  bid  him  good-night  and  made  our  way  back  to 
the  station,  which  is  not  far  distant  from  the  top 
end  of  the  water,  and  so  ended  our  first  day. 

Before  concluding  this  article,  I  may  say  that 
the  resident  farmer  who  looks  after  the  permits, 
the  whole  of  the  stream  being  strictly  preserved, 
came  down  to  us  and  said  that  he  had  seen  as 
many  as  twenty  herons  at  once  on  the  shallows 
in  the  early  morning.  It  appears  that  there  is  a 
heronry  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  such  a  state  of 
things  should  most  certainly  be  dealt  with  in  some 
effective  way,  or  else  both  the  trout  and  grayling 
fishing  will  be  wrecked  for  ever. 

There  are  no  roach  to  be  foimd  beyond  the  lower 
mill  pool,  only  trout  and  grayling  and  a  fair  quantity 
of  eels. 

Miss  Mason  met  ua  at  Grimsby  Station,  and  we 
were  soon  once  more  back  in  my  host's  hospitable 
abode,  where  another  pleasant  evening  was  'spent 
discussing  the  prospects  of  the  morrow. 

{To  be  continued.) 


FISHING  ON  HAWES  WATEK. 


"This  is  the  excursion,  par  excellence,  from 
Shap,  and  the  latter  part  of  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
excelled  for  grandeur  and  beauty  in  the  Lake 
Country  .  .  .  Hawes  Water,  though,  perhaps,  one  of 
the  least  visited,  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  the  English  lakes  ;  and  the  first 
view  of  it,  closely  hemmed  in  by  lofty  mountains, 
and  encircled  at  its  head  by  the  rocky  screens  of 
fells  which  shut  in  Riggindale  and  Mardale  Green, 
bursts  on  us  with  almost  magical  effect,"  so  says 
the  guide-book  to  the  English  Lakes,  and  I  quite 
agree  with  it. 

The  lake  is  nearly  two  and  a  half  miles  long 
and  about  600  yards  wide  on  the  average,  covering 
344  acres.  Mardale  Becl^  is  its  chief  feeder,  which 
flows  out  of  Sm^ll  Water,  1482  feet,  also  contain- 
ing game  little  trout,  and  its  effluent  is  the  Lowther, 
a  capital  trout  stream. 

To  fish  Hawes  Water  one  must  stay  either  at 
Mardale,  Bampton,  or  as  I  did  on  my  last  visit 
there  at  Measand  Beck  Farm.  Shap  or  Penrith, 
on  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway,  are 
the  stations,  and  as  they  are  twelve  and  nine  miles 
away,  it  accounts  in  great  measure  for  the  place 
being  so  little  known  and  fished. 

The  trout  are  not  large,  five  to  the  pound, '  but 
game  to  a  degree,  and  there  are  thousands  of  them, 
which,  no  doubt,  is  the  reason  for  their  small  size. 
There  are  good  breeding  grounds  for  them,  and 
poor  old  Will  Kitchmg,  the  head  boatman,  always 
wanted  as  many  out  as  he  could  get.  That  there 
are  very  big  trout  in  the  lake  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, as  I  have  seen  a  dead  one  washed  up  fully 
6lb.  weight,  and  had  a  great  fight  with  another 
well  over  21b ,  the  hold  tearing  out  as  I  was 
netting  it,  in  too  shallow  water,  fishing  from  the 
bank,  whilst  waiting  for  the  trap  to  take  me  to  the 
station.  Had  it  not  been  for  my  travelling  get- 
up  I  would  have  "gone  in"  for  it,  but  train  it  wet 
I  dare  not,  with  my  sleeping  (sometimes)  partner 
rheumatism,  so  away  he  slowly  sailed,  as  many  do, 
have  done,  and  will  do  again,  followed  by  a  sigh, 
to  put  it  mildly.  Personally,  I  have  never  seen 
any  of  the  char  and  gwyniad,  local  name  for  the 
latter  "skelly,"  during  my  three  visits  there, 
though  Watson,  in  his  "English  Lake  District 


Fisheries,"  says  there  wUl  almost  always  be  a  char 
in  a  basket  of  trout  taken  with  fly. 

I  once  when  fishing  Brothers  Water,  near 
Patterdale,  took  a  skelly  out  with  my  net,  very 
nearly  dead,  and  very  poor,  being  infested  with 
tape-worm,  and  there  my  experience  of  that  fish 
begins  and  ends.  Old  Will  used  to  say  it  was  a 
wonder  we  never  did  get  one,  especially  when 
nearing  "  the  straits,"  as  he  termed  the  narrow 
neck  of  the  lake  opposite  Measand  Beck.  I 
wonder  if  I  evpr  shaU  catch  one !  Old  Will  has 
got  out  of  his  boat  for  the  last  time,  and  a  dear 
friend  I  always  went  with  to  Mardale  has  also 
crossed  the  river.  Old  memories  are  best ;  but 
very  likely  when  my  boys  are  home  from  school  at 
Easter  I  may  take  them  there,  to  get  them  into 
the  knack  of  keeping  that  top  dropper  just 
bothering  the  surface  of  the  tiny  waves,  some  time 
or  other  when  Easter  is  as  near  May  as  possible, 
and  the  hills  are  free  from  snow. 

There  is  another  man  there  now,  but  I  have 
never  drifted  a  yard  with  him.  Old  Will — cheery, 
obliging,  lover  of  his  native  hills  and  dale,  well 
spoken  of  by  all  his  friends,  thoroughly  conversant 
of  every  puff  on  the  lake  and  its  effects,  also  of 
the  line  each  fox  would  take  before  the  Ullswater 
Foxhounds,  and  ever  on  the  look  out  for  those 
marvellous  changes  of  light  and  shade  that  so  con- 
stantly occur  in  those  vast  scenic  theatres  of 
nature,  with  a  fund  of  anecdote  and  keen  sense  of 
humour — was  a  companion,  servant,  friend,  and 
lesson,  that  I  for  one  out  of  many  am  glad  to  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  meeting.  When  he  took 
the  rod  whilst  you  filled  a  pipe,  or  what  not,  his 
"Hah!  "on  striking  a  rise,  I  shall  never  forget, 
and  my  brother  and  I  often'  with  pleasure  try  to 
repeat  it  with  the  proper  inflection  on  similar 
occasions.  "I  think  so,"  was  a  favourite  expres- 
sion of  his,  when,  after  a  turn  up  of  the  wrist, 
the  rod  point  bent  downwards,  and  I  was  always 
glad  to  take  his  fish  off  after  he  had  netted  it, 
and  given  the  necessary  flick  to  the  net  in  mid-air 
to  shake  off  the  superfluous  water,  before  boarding 
it  and  its  contents. 

He  used  to  ^vrite  to  me  from  his  death-bed,  poor 
chap,  and  I  now  regret  not  having  written  back  to 
him  more  often  than  I  did.  Mardale  to  me  can 
never  be  the  same ;  enjoying  his  simple,  yet  proud, 
appreciation  of  his  noble  surroundings  added  a 
great  charm  to  the  impressions  produced  by  them. 
We  know  well  what  it  is  that  "makes  the  whole 
world  kin." 

He  reminded  me  of  Scott's  beautiful  lines, 
"  Love  of  Country,"  beginning — 

Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead. 
Who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 
"  This  is  my  own  my  native  land ! " 

and  further  on  again  he  says — 

O  Caledonia !  stern  and  wild. 

Meet  nurse  for  a  poetic  child,! 

Land  of  Brown  Heath  and  shaggy  wood. 

Land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood. 

Land  of  my  sires  !  what  mortal  hand 

Can  e'er  untie  the  filial  band 

That  knits  me  to  thy  rugged  strand ! 

No  mortal  hand,  or  Fiscal  Policy,  could  rupture 
old  Will's  affection  for  his  country  and  its  foreign 
and  colonial  possessions,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  him 
say  he  desired  that  which  belonged  to  others. 

One  Sunday  when  we  had  got  on  to  serious 

topics,  he  ended  up  with,  "  Well,  /  think,  Mr.  , 

that  God  will  think  summat  of  t'  poor  old  boat- 
man when  t'  time  comes,"  and  that  was  to  me 
food  for  reflection  for  many  a  long  day. 

But  this  is  not  a  treatise  on  what  I  call  the 
noblest  profession  of  all;  I  leave  that  to  those  I 
respect,  and  always  raise  my  hat  to — may  they 
never  be  disestablished  anywhere — and  now  back 
to  my  creel  from  my  creed. 

On  May  21,  1896,  dear  old  G.  and  myself  left 
home,  and  picking  up  another  friend,  not  a  fisher- 
man, at  Tebay,  arrived  very  soon  after  at  Shap. 
Here  we  went  to  see  old  McDonald  at  the  Grey- 
hound, and  after  the  usual  refreshments  attending 
railway  journeys,  took  a  trap  for  the  Dun  Bull 
Hotel,  Mardale,  the  cost  of  which  was  12s. 

The  first  part  of  the  drive  was  peculiar,  in  that 
we  passed  along  the  top  edge  of  a  valley,  with 
nothing  but  limestone  walls  hardly  to  bo  seen, 
though  beneath  us  to  our  left  lay  the  valley  of  the 
Lowther  imseen.  Further  on,  across  this  valley, 
are  the  huge  depressions  which  soon  come  into 
view  of  Swindale  and  that  containing  Hawes 
Water,  though  the  lake  itself  is  not  seen  till  the 
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top  of  the  long  descent  to  Bampton  is  reached 
and  then  only  is  a  little  glimpse  of  the  foot  of  the 
lake  visible. 

At  last  xve  reached  the  pretty  little  village  of 
Bampton,  in  the  somewhat  broad  valley  of  the 
Lowther,  and  I  for  one  was  glad  to  be  no  longer 
going  down  hill.  Our  driver  assured  ns  the  descent 
-  was  five  miles,  but  drivers  talking  to  fishermen 
have  to  play  the  game  a  bit. 

Antiquarians  should  see  the  old  Runic  Cross  at 
the  end  of  the  grammar  school  facing  the  river, 
and  this  school  is  not  without  fame,  small  and  old 
though  it  be,  for  it  was  the  seat  of  learning  for 
Bishop  Gibson,  the  afterwards  editor  of  Camden's 
"  Britannia." 

Leaving  Bampton  we  cross  two  bridges,  in 
between  which  the  road  is  paved  with  cobbles  to 
resist  the  ravages  of  the  winter  floods,  which  so 
often  come  tearing  down  "  lively  Lowder "  and 
Hawes  Water  Beck,  and  alongside  which  may  be 
noticed  stepping-stones  and  planks  to  keep  foot 
passengers  dryshod  when  the  water  is  out. 

It  is  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  to  Hawes  Water ; 
the  road  suddenly  rises  over  a  little  hummock,  and 
there  at  your  feet,  closely  hemmed  in  by  lofty 
mountains,  as  described  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article,  lies  one  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  forcing 
you  to  think  with  Cowper  that  God  made  the 
coimtry,  man  the  town,  and  also  that  life  is  worth 
living.  Perhaps  one  feels  more  awestruck  by  its 
grandeur  on  accoimt  of  having  left  a  somewhat 
broad  and  cheery  expanse  of  valley  land  imme- 
diately before. 

Even  now,  however,  all  is  not  scree-like  deso- 
lation, but  there  is  abundant  moimtain  grazing  on 
the  right,  and  on  the  left  of  the  lake  is  Naddle 
Forest,  only  broken  from  the  shore  by  Wallow 
Crag,  a  bold  buttress,  credited  by  local  super- 
stition as  being  the  domicile  of  the  spirit  of 
"  Jamie"  Lowther,  the  old  tyrant  who  threatened 
to  make  the  grass  grow  in  Penrith  streets,  and 
when  the  waves,  rolled  down  in  violent  chaos  from 
Mardale,  by  those  terrific  wind  storms,  beat  and 
lash  the  shore,  then  is  that  angry  spirit  vainly 
endeavouring  to  burst  those  rocky  prison  doors. 

I  won't  weary  the  reader  with  more  topographi- 
cal detail  than  to  mention  "  High  Street,"  2718ft., 
and  Rough  Cragg  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  which 
move  to  our  right  as  we  get  further  up,  and  Harter 
Fell,  2539ft.  (not of  Eskdale),  with  Branstree  on  its 
left,  2333ft.,  and  Kidsty  Pike,  2560ft,,  all  are 
worthy  of  note  to  any  fell  climber  who  might  not 
care  to  fish,  but  dine  from  another  dish  on  Nature's 
menu. 

At  the  head  of  the  lake,  we  come  to  Mardale 
Church  ;  I  cannot  call  it  the  smallest  in  England, 
as  I  applied  that  distinction  to  Wastdale  Head 
Church,  in  an  article  which  appeared  last  year  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  I  do  call  it  the  second 
smallest.  I  think  I  stepped  the  former,  outside, 
to  be  7yds.  by  13yds.,  and  this  is  very  little  larger, 
but  quaintly  quiet,  and  as  peaceful  a  resting  place 
as  the  most  tired  mortal  might  wish  for.  On  our 
right  opens  out  the  valley  of  Riggindale,  and  a  few 
hundred  yards  further  on  in  another  valley  we  pull 
up  at  the  Dun  Bull  Inn,  on  Mardale  Green,  the  end 
of  the  cul  de  sac,  or  carriage  road,  for  far  enough. 

Nan  Bield  Pass  leads  to  Kentmere  and  Winder- 
mere, Gatesgarth  Pass  to  Long  Sleddale  and 
Kendal,  and  to  one  who  knows  the  way  the  route 
over  Swindale  to  Shap  shortens  the  distance  by 
four  miles  from  Mardale,  and  by  that  I  mean  the 
Dun  Bull.  Baldry  kept  the  "  Dunnie,"  as  the 
locals  term  it,  in  those  days,  and  kept  it  well ;  then 
he  moved  to  How  Town,  on  Ullswatcr,  and  I  often 
intended  going  to  stay  under  his  roof,  but  never 
got  any  further  than  Pooley  Bridge,  at  the  foot  of 
the  lake,  and  many  happy  days  have  I  spent  there, 
though  thirteen  trout  is  my  best  basket  in  a  day. 

After  having  some  "tea  in  a  glass"  on  our 
arrival,  I  unpacked  quickly,  and  before  very  long 
was  on  my  solitary  way  to  the  lake,  G.  taking 
things  quietly  with  our  non-angling  friend,  T.  C., 
who  sapiently  remarked,  "He'll  get  enough  for 
dinner,  and  we'll  have  it  ready  for  him  on  his 
return." 

It  is  a  mile  walk  to  the  lake,  but  every  inch  of 
it  worth  the  time  and  energy  expended,  the  views 
are  so  sublime.  I  put  up  a  10ft.  cane  and  my 
usual  May  cast.  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange 
Woodcock,  and  Dotterel  and  Yellow  that  I  had 
dressed  rather  bunchy  on  No.  3  hooks.  They  rose 
now  and  then  at  my  flies,  but  came  very  short,  so 
I  put  another  cast  on  all  together,  and  the  change 
in  the  bowling  was  a  success. 


I  had  just  got  four  when  old  Will  appeared 
heading  up  the  lake  in  his  boat,  and  he  seemed 
astonished  at  my  four  fish  as  he  had  not  seen  a 
fish  stir  all  the  way  up,  and  acting  on  his  advice 
I  continued  fishing  from  the  bank  where  the  ripple 
served,  getting  four  more  game  little  trout,  honours 
being  divided  between  a  Harelug  and  a  red-bodied 
Dark  Partridge. 

Half  an  hour  to  dinner  only,  and  very  little 
doing.  Will  wanting  to  see  G. ,  and  arrange  for  the 
morrow,  made  me  lower  my  flag  for  that  day. 

The  eight  trout  at  breakfast  very  soon  vanished 
when  morning  came,  and  T.  C,  who  had  been  up  as 
far  as  Small  Water,  thought'  them  quite  "beano," 
an  expression  we  were  to  hear  applied  to  every- 
thing either  good  or  bad,  but  not  moderate, 
during  our  visit.  He  oddly  enough  would  have  a 
shin  up  the  Fells  instead  of  going  with  us,  and 
had  a  look  through  our  fly-books,  appropriating  a 
couple  of  very  strong  casts  with  large  gaudy  flies 
on  them,  saying  he  would  back  his  basket  against 
half  of  ours.  The  sly  old  fox  had  spied  a  lath 
under  a  boulder  on  the  edge  of  Small  Water,  and 
meant  business.  A  lath,  or  otter  as  it  is  often 
termed,  is  made  from  a  piece  of  fin.  board,  about 
1ft.  long  by  Sin.  broad.  One  of  the  long  edges  is 
keeled  with  lead  so  as  to  almost  sink  it  in  water : 
there  is  a  bar  of  thin  brass  attached  to  this  by 
two  strings  at  each  end,  and  on  this  bar  runs  a 
split-ring  from  end  to  end  quite  freely. 
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The  hand-line  is  attached  to  this  ring,  and  when 
the  "Latt,"  as  it  is  locally  known,  is  put  in  the 
water,  and  gently  pulled,  it  heads  out  at  an  acute 
angle  from  the  shore  as  the  operator  walks  along, 
the  latter  gradually  paying  out  line.  Flies  at- 
tached to  this  line,  of  course,  form  a  sort  of  cross 
line,  or  a  spinning  bait  may  be  attached  to  spin 
behind,  and  the  ciuious  part  of  it  all  is,  the  fish 
don't  seem  to  mind  it. 

When  the  required  distance  has  been  covered, 
the  line  is  suddenly  slackened,  the  lath  then  goes 
on  with  its  own  impetus  sufficiently  enough  to 
slide  the  ring  back  from  A  to  B,  and  on  retracing 
his  steps  and  letting  out  more  line,  the  poacher  can 
fish  back  again  over  a  beat  still  further  out  from 
the  shore. 

I  am  told  that  on  nearly  all  these  mountain 
tarns  there  is  a  "Latt"  concealed  in  a  known 
hiding  place,  and  many  and  many  a  pound  of  fish 
is  taken  in  this  manner,  "contrary  to  law." 

I  have  heard  Joe  Bowman,  the  huntsman  of  the 
UUswater  Foxhounds,  say,  when  describing  a  fox 
being  hard  run,  finally  drowning  in  Hayeswater, 
"If  there  had  been  nobody  there,  I  could  ha' 
gitten  it  out  wi' t'  latt !  " — he  knowing  those  tarns 
so  well,  and  having  doubtless  seen  many  a  one  at 
work  "latting"  whilst  he  was  hunting.  God 
forbid  that  I  should  accuse  Joe  of  aught  more 
wicked  than  trying  to  find  his  hounds  on  a  Sunday 
though,  when  some  wicked  Nimrod  at  Mardale  had 
wi'enched  the  padlock  off  the  barn  that  erstwhile 
served  as  kennel  to  that  "trencher  fed  pack." 
Back  to  the  old  drift  again,  where  G.  and  I  went 
lakewards,  leaving  T.  behind.  Haib  Cast. 

{To  he  continued.) 


Many  people  at  Chelsea,  says  the  Weekly  Tele- 
graph, have  noticed  how  the  flocks  of  seagulls 
which  invade  the  River  Thames  at  this  season 
favour  a  particular  spot  near  the  new  power  house 
of  the  Underground  Electric  Railways.  The  water 
for  the  surface  condensers  in  use  here  is  drawn 
from  the  river  and  returned  by  a  separate  main  to 
the  river.  Hundreds  of  small  fish  are  drawn  in 
with  the  intake  and  pais  through  the  condenser 
tubes,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the  water  rises 
the  fish  are  boiled  in  the  process,  and  when  dis- 
charged into  the  river  are  greedily  seized  by  the 
hungry  birds  who  are  waiting  for  their  meal. 
Needless  to  say,  the  luxury  of  cooked  fish  is  keenly 
relished  by  the  seagulls. 


DRIFT-LINE  FISHING  OFF 
GUERNSEY,  &c. 

[From   the   revised   edition  of    "The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WlLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  14.5.) 
On  a  fine  morning  in  spring  I  joined  a  friend  for 
"  a  day's  drift-line  fishing  "  off  the  rocky  coast  of 
Guernsey.  As  we  pull  out  to  our  fishing-boat  we 
observe  the  fishermen  just  starting  with  their  sand- 
eel  seine  to  procure  bait  for  themselves  and  their 
confreres,  who  in  common  with  themselves  are 
making  for  the  Mesuriaux  rocks,  which,  on  the 
falling  tide,  are  much  frequented  by  shoals  of 
sand-eels. 

A  run  of  five  or  six  minutes  brings  us  to  the 
rocks  just  outside  the  harbour,  where  we  find  eight 
or  nine  boats  awaiting  their  supply  of  bait.  The 
net  has  been  already  shot,  and  is  being  hauled  by 
the  men  in  two  boats,  each  having  a  rope  attached 
to  one  arm  of  the  seine  ;  but  the  net  itself  is  now 
reached,  and  the  crews  of  both  boats  get  on  board 
one,  the  cable  of  which  being  shifted  from  the  bow 
to  one  end  of  the  midship  thwart,  she  swings 
broadside  on,  allowing  room  for  four  men  to  haul 
the  head  and  foot  lines  at  once,  whilst  a  fifth  thrusts 
down  an  oar  continually  to  drive  back  the  sand- 
eels  to  the  bag  of  the  net.  The  greater  part  of  the 
seine  having  now  been  boated,  the  sand-eels  are 
seen  rushing  to  and  fro  in  a  dark,  plum-coloured 
cloud  ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable  to  observe  how 
the  whole  shoal  turns  at  one  and  the  same  time,  as 
if  the  act  were  one  of  instantaneous  volition  common 
to  all.  The  bag  of  the  net  is  now  gathered  up  closely, 
and  the  fishermen  hand  in  their  sand-eel  baskets 
to  be  filled  in  turn,  our  own  being  one  of  the  first  to 
receive  its  quantum  of  this  truly  splendid  bait. 
The  sand-eel  basket  is  secured,  and,  with  our 
canvas  again  set,  we  are  off  for  our  fishmg  ground. 

At  length  we  reach  the  Rousse  de  Mer  (a  large 
insulated  rock),  and  having  seen  the  cable  clear,  I 
make  fast  the  end  on  the  crown  of  the  anchor,  and 
stop  the  cable  down  to  the  ring  with  a  single  turn 
of  rope-yam,  as  the  bottom  is  of  a  somewhat  mixed 
character  ;  by  this  precaution  we  may  clear  the 
anchor  if  we  hook  a  rock.  We  find  one  or  two 
boats  on  the  ground,  and  being  personally  known 
to  all  in  the  neighbourhood,  generally  give  them  a 
greeting. 

"  Ky  b'yottong  !  "  {quel  heau  temps  !)  exclaims 
my  friend,  addressing  an  old  fisherman  in  the 
nearest  boat  who  has  reversed  his  sou' -wester, 
bringing  the  fantail  flap  forward  over  his  os  frontis 
as  an  additional  protection  from  the  sun,  which  has 
lately  burst  out  with  great  fervour.  "  As-tu 
d'pison  ?  "  {as-tu  du  poisson  ?)  — "  Pas  grammong, 
m'sieur,  pas  grammong  "  {pas  grandement,  nwnsieur); 
"  nous  avons  haUai  dow  ou  tray,"  we  have  hauled 
two  or  three— holding  up  a  fine  pollack  of  about 
101b.  weight. 

Having  anchored,  we  take  a  dozen  or  so  of  the 
sand-eels  out  of  the  basket  and  place  them  in  the 
boat's  bailer,  half  filled  with  water,  baiting  om-  lines 
by  passing  the  point  of  the  hook  dovm  the  throat 
and  out  of  the  gills,  then  lightly  hooking  the  bait 
through  the  skin  of  the  throat  just  sufficiently  to 
fix  the  hook  ;  at  the  same  time  taking  care  not  to 
injure  the  fish,  by  holding  it  as  carefully  as  possible. 
We  have  here  some  seven  fathoms  of  water  with  a 
nice  stream  of  tide  running,  and  as  the  lines  stray 
out  astern  at  about  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  we  pay 
out  rather  more  than  the  depth  of  the  water, 
namely,  five  leads  on  the  lighter  lines  at  the  stem, 
and  four  on  those  amidships,  there  being  intervals 
of  two  fathoms  between  the  leads.  As  I  am  in  the 
midship  part  of  the  boat  I  take  the  line  of  .the  port 
side  in  my  hand,  and  having  a  bite,  hook  my  fish 
and  haul  him  in,  rebait  my  hook  and  put  out  again, 
when  rattle  goes  my  lead  and  line  on  the  other 
side  of  the  boat,  and  beginning  to  haul  I  find  I 
have  rather  a  larger  fish,  for  he  makes  several 
violent  tugs,  and  I  find  it  necessary  to  give  a  little 
line.  I  contrive,  however,  to  turn  him  as  he  comes 
rapidly  up,  and  ,when  he  is  alongside  I  dip  him  up 
in  a  short-handled  landing-net,  the  gaff  being 
chiefly  reserved  for  extra  large  fish.  They  are  now 
coming  along  faster,  and  it  is  as  much  as  we  can  do 
to  tend  and  fresh  bait  the  hooks.  "  IMore  bait, 
please,"  I  exclaim,  throwing  overboard  on  the  line 
the  last  in  my  bailer,  and  handing  it  aft  to  my 
friend  for  a  fresh  supply,  who  proceeds  to  replenish 
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from  the  basket  under  the  stern  ;  but,  whilst  thus 
occupied,  whizz,  rattle,  goes  his  line,  and  dropping 
the  basket  ho  turns  quickly  to  seize  it,  but,  unmind- 
ful of  the  other  little  bucket  containing  his  own 
bait,  knocks  it  over  with  his  knee,  and  the  little 
silvery  fish  are  all  scattered  over  the  stern-sheets. 

Meanwhile,  as  there  is  evidently  a  weighty  fish 
on  the  line,  I  glance  round  to  see  the  gaff  handy. 
The  fish  struggles  violently,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
to  veer  out  some  of  the  line  ;  he  is,  however,  soon 
turned,  and  comes  into  view  through  the  clear 
water,  jus  wide  side  showing  yellow  as  he  struggles 
head  to  tide,  but  to  no  purpose,  for  as  my  friend 
breaks  his  sheer  once  more,  he  is  brought  to  the 
surface  alongside,  and  inserting  the  gaff  imder  his 
gills,  he  is  safely  taken  in  and  done  for.  The  fish 
proves  to  be  nearly  a  yard  long,  and  weighs  full 
121b.  This  will  be  a  fellow  for  boiling  ;  we  there- 
fore decide  on  hanging  him  up  with  a  lump  of  salt 
in  his  head,  for  with  some  oyster  sauce  he'll  eat 
like  a  codfish. 

The  tide  now  began  to  run  considerably  stronger, 
and  more  length  on  the  lines  was  requisite  ;  I 
therefore  prepared  to  "  rig  a  soldier."  A  soldier- 
line  is  one  of  two-stranded  hemp-twine,  having  for 
a  sinker  a  2-i30und  mackerel  plvxmmet,  and  is  made 
fast  to  a  strong  flexible  stick  about  2ft.  long,  which 
is  stuck  into  one  of  the  thowl-pin  holes  in  the  mid- 
ship part  of  the  boat,  that  is  to  say,  in  front  of 
the  drift-lines.  With  this  lino  I  chiefly  fished 
during  the  strength  of  the  tide,  substituting  it  for 
one  of  the  lighter  ones,  with  fair  success  ;  but  when 
it  slackened  I  reeled  it  xip  and  put  out  the  drift- 
line  as  before. 

But  what  is  this  on  my  line  which  hauls  as  dead 
as  if  I  had  hooked  a  weed  V    I  hope  it's  a  dory  ! 

This  it  tiu'ned  out  to  be,  and  1  desired  my  friend 
to  get  ready  the  hand-nei!:,  for  it  often  happens  that 
dories  are  taken  without  being  hooked  at  all,  but 
by  swallowing  a  small  fish  which  has  previously 
taken  the  bait.  It  is  therefore  always  well  to  be 
prepared,  and  nothing  is  better  than  a  little  hand- 
net,  in  which  our  dory  was  dipped  up,  testifying 
his  disapprobation  of  his  entrance  into  a  foreign 
element  by  two  grunts  as  he  was  placed  in  the 
basket. 

'  "  I  think  we  had  better  shorten  up,"  I  observed, 
"  as  the  stream  of  tide  is  fast  decreasing,  or  we 
shall  be  hooking  up  in  the  long  ore  weed."  On 
trying  my  line,  however,  I  found  that  the  hook 
was  already  fast  in  the  uneven  bottom.  I  tried 
jerking  and  hauling  by  turns,  but  it  was  of  no 
avail,  and  jmtting  on  a  steady  strain,  I  got  free, 
but  with  the  loss  of  the  two  lengths  of  double  gut, 
which  form  the  hook  links.  Two  or  three  minutes, 
however,  served  to  repair  damages,  and  I  was  soon 
at  work  again. 

"  Suppose  we  put  out  a  light  line,"  my  friend 
observed  ;  "  I  think  we  may  get  a  garfish  or  two 
on  the  turning  round  of  the  tide." 

I  accordingly  baited  a  line,  without  any  lead  on  it, 
and  paid  out  about  ten  fathoms.  Here  I  made  fast 
a  loose  thowl-pin,  and  then  secured  the  end  to  the 
stern  ring-bolt,  leaving  about  four  or  five  fathoms  of 
slack  line.  This  line  had  not  been  out  long  before 
the  thowl-pin  went  overboard  -with  a  violent  surge, 
and  my  friend  found  the  bait  had  been  seized  by 
a  good-sized  fish,  which,  after  a  little  humouring 
was  brought  to  boat,  and  weighed  about  51b.  Four 
others,  all  of  fair  size,  followed  on  this  line,  and  a 
couple  of  long-noses  also,  after  robbing  us  of 
numerous  sand-eels. 

The  tide  is  now  dead  slack,  and  the  lines  are 
perpendicular.  "  II  faut  tracker  "  (I  must  whiff) 
observes  a  fisherman  in  a  neighbouring  boat  ;  and, 
having  wound  up  all  his  lines  save  one,  gets  up  his 
anchor,  and  shipping  one  of  his  oars  in  the  sculling 
hole,  prepai'cs  to  whiff,  putting  out  his  single  line, 
and  sculling  along  with  steady  determination  to 
make  the  most  of  the  slack  tide.  We,  on  our  part, 
wind  in  all  our  lines  save  two,  being  two  of  us  in 
the  boat,  and,  getting  up  the  anchor,  I  take  the 
sculls,  and  pull  leisurely  along,  when  we  pick  up 
half  a  dozen  more  ;  but  a  nice  breeze  springing  up,  it 
becomes  inconvenient  to  whiff  any  longer,  and  we 
make  up  our  minds  to  return.  We  therefore  wind 
up  our  drift-lines,  the  mast  is  stepped,  sail  hoisted, 
and  we  head  for  the  harbour.  Putting  out  a  couple 
of  mackerel-lines,  we  pick  up  one  of  these  fish  (three 
we  took  previously  on  our  outward  trip),  and  are 
only  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  returning,  for  the 
inset  of  the  flood  is  made  strongly.  On  landing  we 
carry  our  panniers  up  the  beach,  and  emptying 
them  on  the  turf,  survey  our  catch,  which  consists  of 
inackerel,  pollack,  garfish,  and  the  dory,  weighing 


in  all  about  501b.,  the  pollack,  as  is  commonly  the 
case,  predominating  in  number,  and  varying  in  size 
more  than  either  of  the  other  kinds. 

Streaming  for  Pollack  is  a  kind  of  drift-line  fish' 
ing  which  has  been  followed  in  Cornwall  time  out  of 
mind  with  much  success,  and  is  next  in  efficiency 
to  drift-line  fishing  with  the  living  sand-eel.  Ip 
chief  feature  is  a  long  snood  of  five  fathoms  on  a 
stout  whiting  or  conger  line,  and  a  stout  hook.  No.  7 
size  (as  illustrated  on  Feb.  .3).  Three  lines  can  be 
used  from  one  boat,  the  first  line  with  no  lead,  the 
second  with  a  lea(i  of  ^Ib.,  the  third  with  a  lead  of 
l|lb.,  of  boat  shape,  all  with  a  five-fathom  snood. 
Be'ng  thus  of  different  w(Mghts,  the  lines  will  stray 
out  at  different  angles,  and  thus  keep  clear  of  each 
other. 

Bait,  half  the  side  of  a  pilchard,  a  piece  of 
mackerel  4in.  long,  or  half  tlie  sid(!  of  a  chad  or 
small  bream,  scaled.  The  snood  as  will  be 
hereafter  described  for  whiffing  Cornish  fashion, 
Anchor  on  rocky  ground,  sound  the  bottom,  and 
haul  up  sufficiently  to  kec^p  the  hook  clear  of  the 
ground.  Hook  the  bait  on  by  the  small  end,  and 
fish  in  an  easy  tide.  In  the  offing  the  largest  pollack 
are  taken  in  this  manner,  from  1001b.  to  3501b.  in 
a  day's  fishing.  It  is  usual  to  make  fast  the  lines 
to  another  boat  lead,  sufficiently  heavy  to  prevent 
the  line  diagging  it  overboard,  which  happens  only 
when  a  fish  seizes  the  bait  and  draws  your  attention 
by  the  splash  of  the  lead  in  the  water  if  you  are 
engaged  with  the  other  lines. 

WHIFFING 

is  the  process  of  towing  a  line  lightly  leaded,  or 
without  lead,  after  a  boat  sailing  slowly,  or  gently 
pulling,  or  else  sculling  with  an  oar,  in  a  semicircular 
notch  in  the  stern  or  transom-board.  In  lake  and 
river-fishing  it  is  termed  "trailing." 

Lines  for  Whiffing. — The  pipe-lead  horsehair 
lines  are  well  adapted  for  whiffing,  but  as  they  are  so 
much  more  expensive  than  hemp  or  flax  lines,  and 
from  constantly  passing  over  rocky  ground  are  liable 
to  hook  the  bottom,  when  breakage  often  results, 
I  advise  my  readers  to  reserve  them  for  drift-line 
fishing,  unless  in  very  quiet  weather  when  whiffing 
under  oars.  A  very  useful  line  for  whiffing  is  a  12- 
fathom  mackerel  line  of  the  double  Bridport  make, 
as  manufactured  for  Guernsey,  with  a  4-fathom 
snood  of  the  same  make,  and  a  5oz  lead.  These 
lines  being  two-stranded  rarely  become  entangled, 
and  are  yearly  becoming  more  knotvn  and  appre- 
ciated. They  are  usually  of  flax,  but  there  is  no 
objection  to  twisting  up  the  hemp  snooding  when 
extra  strong  lines  are  required.  Always  from 
their  fnist  retaining  a  considerable  amount  of 
stiffness,  they  may  be  used  either  dressed  or  not. 
The  end  of  the  snood  consists  of  two  lengths  of 
double  twisted  gut  with  a  hook.  No.  11  in  the 
cut  of  hooks  (as  illustrated  on  Dec.  2,  1905), 
the  hook  being  first  provided  with  an  eye  of  fine 
snooding  tied  on  Nottingham  fashion,  which  gives 
the  gut  much  better  chance  in  hooking  a  large  fish 
than  if  whipped  directly  on  to  the  hook.  For 
whiffing  under  oars  near  the  shore  a  lead  not  less 
than  3oz.  or  more  than  5oz.  should  be  used,  and 
the  snood  may  be  of  gimp,  4yds.,  size  20,  or  copper 
wire  of  gauge  21.  The  lead,  if  of  boat  form,  should 
be  mounted  with  a  piece  of  double  horsehair  thirty- 
six  hairs'  thickness,  served  round  mth  stout  waxed 
thread,  projecting  from  each  end  half  the  length 
of  the  lead.  Join  the  wire  snood  to  this  with 
an  inch  swivel,  and  connect  the  gut  and  wire, 
or  gimp,  with  one  of  iin.  size.  A  pair  of  these 
lines  are  necessary.  The  plummet  lead  with 
revolving  chopstick  (as  illustrated  on  Dec.  2, 
1905),  as  for  mackerel,  is  suitable  for  pollacking, 
but  a  very  considerable  latitude  is  allowable  in  the 
shape  of  leads  for  whiffing  for  pollack,  and  either 
the  conical,  fig-shaped,  or  boat-shaped  may  be 
used,  the  form  not  being  of  great  importance, 
because  the  boat  should  always  move  more  slowly 
than  in  mackerel-fishing,  for  which  the  boat  leads 
are  not  adapted  from  their  tendency  to  sheer  and 
jump  when  towed  along  at  any  considerable  speed 
For  whiffing  under  sail  1  lb.  will  be  found  a  good 
weight,  but  in  certain  positions,  as  in  tide-races,  you 
are  compelled  to  use  a  21b.  lead,  and  if  of  plummet 
form  all  must  have  the  revolving  chopstick.  You 
may  consider  you  have  good  "  dray-way  "  through 
the  water,  as  the  fishermen  term  it,  when  your  lines 
form  with  the  surface  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees, 
and  you  should  pull,  or  set  just  sufficient  sail  for  the 
required  rate.    I  recommend  the  lines  to  be  marked 


at  3,  6,  and  9  fathoms.  When  wind  and  tide  are 
in  opposition  (if  both  are  not  so  strong  as  to  cause 
too  much  sea)  is  the  most  favourable  opportunity 
for  whiffing  under  sail,  as  you  can  then  adjust  your 
canvas  to  a  nicety,  but  under  oars  or  sculling,  a 
calm  or  very  nearly  a  calm  is  most  advantageous. 
In  whiffing  under  oars  or  sculling  almost  any  punt 
or  sea-going  boat  will  answer,  for  instance,  a  yacht's 
dinghy  10ft.  to  14ft.  long,  and  one  should  take  the 
pa(ldles  whilst  the  other  tends  the  two  lines.  For 
one  person  a  single  line  is  ample,  and  the  boat  may 
be  either  sculled  or  pulled  as  found  most  con- 
venient. In  pollacking  under  sail  two  linos  may  bo 
managed  by  one  hand,  and  any  sized  boat  under 
10  tons  will  answer  ;  but  were  I  to  choose  I  should 
prefer  an  Itchen  riggcid  boat  of  5  tons,  with  the 
addition  of  a  mizzcn,  as  it  is  so  very  useful  in  whiffing 
with  the  jib  or  staysail,  when  the  mainsail  is  not 
requinid.  The  helmsman  must  be  a  good  pilot, 
and  not  become  so  absorbed  in  his  sport  as  to  forget 
which  Avay  his  craft  is  heading,  or  he  may  speedily 
come  to  grief  on  the  rocks.  The  crab-pot  corks  must 
be  diligently  looked  out  for  or  the  gear  will  become 
unrigged  by  loss  of  the  hooks  and  snoods.  Amateurs 
at  Plymouth  use  short  rods  about  a  foot  long  of  cane 
or  whalebone  stuck  into  the  gunwale,  or  into  little 
zinc  or  copper  clamps  nailed  against  it  ;  these  first 
yield  to  a  fish,  and  then  allow  the  line  to  slip  off  the 
top,  thereby  avoiding  breakage.  These  little  rods 
are  called  "  twiggcrs,"  and  show  a  bite  immediately. ' 
The  crab-pot  corks  arc  often  run  under  by  the 
tide,  which  causcis  great  risk  to  your  tackle,  and 
unfortunately  they  are  most  frequently  placed  off 
the  headlands,  and  in  the  very  spots  required  to 
sail  over,  therefore  it  is  best  to  do  so  only  at  slack 
tide,  M'hen  they  are  all  bearing  at  the  surface,  and 
during  the  continuance  of  the  stream  to  follow 
drift-line  fishing. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  liigh  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  lielow 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  tor  Kew. 


Add{ 


40   ,,    ,,   Putney.  Add)^^   >>    »  Richmond. 

i45  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  ^"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
(50   ,,     ,,    Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiqh  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  March  10    1.36    1.57 

Sunday,  „    11    2.16    2.35 

Monday,  „   12    2.54    3.14 

Tuesday,         „    13    3.34    3.54 

Wednesday,     „   14    4.14    4.35 

Thursday,        „    15    4.58    5.19 

Friday,  „    16    5.40    6.  3 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remabks. — On  March  14 
the  coarse-fishing  season  closes.  Anglers  should 
therefore  make  the  best  of  the  few  remaining  days. 
The  river  up  to  Thursday  remained  a  good  colour, 
and  roach  have  been  feeding  well  in  most  districts. 
At  Thames  Ditton  Mr.  Kipping  has  had  some  good 
sized  roach  up  to  1  lb.  13Joz.  At  the  same  place  Mr. 
F.  Sands  has  had  roach  over  1  lb.  each,  and  he  has 
had  good  fishing  with  Hone  at  Hurley.  Mr.  Charter, 
at  Surbiton,  has  had  roach  up  to  IJlb.  Perch  have 
been  feeding  well.  The  river  is  now  well  worth 
fishing,  and  I  recommend  Datchet,  Marlow,  Henley, 
Goring,  Streatley,  and  Pangbourne  as  good  places 
to  fish  for  the  next  three  or  four  days.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  on  Monday, 
the  upper  river  committee  reported  that  since 
the  passing  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  of 
Nov.  27  last  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  the 
cast-net  for  obtaining  live-bait  from  the  Thames, 
the  secretary  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
leading  angling  societies  with  the  object  of  ascer- 
taining their  views  as  to  the  smallest  number  of 
persons  who  should  be  authorised  to  use  the  net 
consistently  with  the  provision  of  a  sufficient  supply 
of  live  bait  for  anglers  in  their  respective  districts. 
It  appeared  that  out  of  the  sixty-four  registered 
fishermen  who  now  hold  deputations  to  act '  as 
water  bailiffs,  fifty-three  still  follow  the  calling,  and 
the  committee  recommended  that  the  existing 
deputations  be  called  in  as  from  March  31,  and 
issued  to  the  fifty-three  men  whose  names  appear 
in  the  minutes  of  the  committee,  for  one  year  from 
April  1  next,  and  that  thereafter  annual  reports  as 
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to  their  conduct  be  obtained  before  renewing  the 
deputations.  The  recommendation  was  adopted. 
— F.  H.  Amphlktt. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  been  running 
in  splendid  order  during  the  past  week ;  the  weather, 
too,  has  been  quite  like  summer.  The  only  thing 
the  angler  has  to  complain  about  is  that  there  has 
been  too  much  wind.  Sport  has  only  been  fair, 
although  here  and  there  a  good  fish  has  been  taken. 
Boach  have  at  times  been  feeding  freely,  while 
local  anglers  have  taken  pike  of  101b.,  71b.,  and 
I4lb.  7oz.  Mr.  Macdonell,  fi  hing  with  G.  Vaughan, 
has  taken,  among  others,  chub  of  31b.  lOoz.  and 
41b.  r2oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Phillips,  fishing  with  G.  Smith, 
has  taken  a  nice  show  of  roach.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  the  water  is  a  nice  colour,  and  a  good 
stream  is  running.  Given  less  wind,  there  should 
be  good  sport  up  to  the  finish  of  the  sesson,  which 
closes  on  Wednesday  next. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery).  Eadcot 
Bridge. — A  few  nice  perch  have  been  taken  lately, 
also  four  pike,  largest,  6Jlb.  The  weather  is  perfect 
for  the  last  few  days  that  are  left  to  us,  and  con- 
ditions were  never  more  satisfactory  than  now. — A. 
Stbacey. 

Thames  (Wraysbnry). — The  river  is  now  in 
better  condition  for  chubbing  than  at  any  time 
since  Christmas.  I  got  a  few  last  week  about  21b. 
each,  and  shall  try  them  again  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  had  over  three  dozen  roach  on  March  4  all  of  fair 
size,  but  none  quite  a  pound,  and  one  perch 
lib.  3oz.  It  is  getting  rather  late  for  jack  fishing, 
but  now  the  water  is  clearer  the  chances  should  be 
better  than  for  some  time. — P.  Bhown  (Fisherman). 

Avon  (Kin^wood). — This  river  is  now  fining 
down  and  should  be  in  splendid  condition  next 
week  for  salmon  fishing  if  the  fine  weather  continues. 
The  roach,  pike,  and  perch  have  been  feeding  fairly 
well.  Mr.  S.  Stone  and  brothers  had  some  good 
sport  last  week,  getting  some  pike,  the  two  largest 
16^1b.  and  121b.,  and  1001b.  of  roach  on  the  Bisterne 
water.  Mr.  Stokes  got  about  401b.  of  roach  and 
some  perch,  also  on  the  Bisterne  water.  Mr.  L.  F. 
Harrison  had  some  good  pike  on  the  Avon  Tyrrell 
water  on  March  3,  the  three  largest  being  18ilb., 
ITilb.,  and  121b.— M.  W.  Hayteb. 

JtSottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeaoh). — Since  last 
report,  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  this  part  of  the 
Cam  is  still  in  perfect  condition.  The  pike  angler 
is  having  splendid  sport.  On  this  stretch  of  the 
river  some  fifty  fish  have  been  had.  With  open 
mild  weather,  angling  prospects  are  very  rosy. 
Live  bait  on  the  spot.  Tlie  banks  are  very  clean. 
Punt  if  required.  Fifteen  minutes'  walk  from 
Waterbeach  Station.  Sunday  angling,  and  all  free 
water. — Jons  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bore  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District).  —  An 
almost  abnormal  period  of  mildness,  with  south- 
west winds  and  brilliant  sunshine,  has  taken  place, 
but,  judging  from  experiences  during  the  week-end, 
the  sudden  burst  of  warmth  following  on  sleet  and 
snow  has  unsettled  the  roach,  for  six  rods  on  a 
good  stretch  only  totalled  about  four  small  fish  on 
March  4.  Pike  fishing  is  now  (or  ought  to  be)  about 
at  a  finish — it  has  been  a  most  unproductive  season, 
the  best  day  I  have  heard  of  being  two  121b.  and 
one  131b.  fish,  and  this  on  the  best  private  water, 
where  20-pounder3  are  not  at  all  scarce.  I  have  not 
tried  the  roach  since  March  4,  and  possibly  this 
week-end  may  see  them  more  inclined  to  feed  if  the 
water  temperature  has  risen  to  equalise  more  with 
the  air  ;  but  fish  will  now  begin  to  be  very  unsettled 
and  tricky  in  their  feeding.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  Norfolk  anglers  will  begin  to  see  the  foolish- 
ness of  killing  pike  in  March,  April,  and  even  May, 
when  heavy  in  spawn,  as  a  prevalence  of  this  kind  of 
thing  has  done  much  to  ruin  the  once  excellent  pike 
fishing  of  these  waters.  Roach,  however,  may  be 
angled  for  fairly  until  mid-April,  but  perch  and 
dace  will  soon  bo  out  of  condition. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Oistriot).  —  The  season 
opened  on  March  1,  and  the  conditions  were  as 
unfavourable  as  could  be  imagined.  The  water  was 
very  big,  the  river  being  very  much  swollen  owing 
to  the  continuous  rain,  and  many  of  the  favourite 
spots  in  the  lower  reaches  were  unfishable.  Catches 
were  not  numerous  on  the  opening  day,  although  Mr. 
Wright  had  three  dozen  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Edmunds 
had  a  similar  basket.  Mr.  Horswell,  of  Stretchford, 
landed  a  fine  121b.  salmon,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  same  gentleman  caught  another  fish  which 
weighed  61b.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled  a  21b.  trout, 
whilst  small  baskets  were  obtained  by  Messrs. 
Revell  and  E.  Distin,  and  Mr.  Wright  landed  a 
salmon  which  scaled  131b.  Mr.  Jackson  has 
also  had  good  sport  around  Buckfastleigh.  He 
killed  three  salmon,  and  also  returned  to  the 
water  two  kelts.  On  March  5  Mr.  Horswell 
had  another  salmon  weighing  181b.,  and  Mr.  H. 
Turner,  of  Dattmouth,  landed  one  weighing 
16 Jib.,  a  smaller  fish  scaling  91b.  being  taken 
by  Mr.  Salisbury.  Trout  have  been  rising  freely 
this  week,  and  the  fine  weather  is  most  welcome. 
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The  water  is  still  big,  but  is  fining  down.  The  net 
fishermen  have  had  a  fair  time.  On  the  opening 
day  twenty-four  salmon  were  caught  at  the  weir, 
and  on  Monday  they  secured  thirteen.  The  Sey- 
mour Hutch  Pool  boat  has  only  secured  one  fish, 
being  unable  to  fish  for  some  days  owing  to  the 
flood. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Sport  has  not  been  very 
bright  on  the  Torridge,  Okement  and  Lew,  although 
a  good  many  rods  have  been  out.  March  3  was  the 
best  day,  when  several  trout  were  taken,  the  water 
having  fined  down  very  much.  Not  much  has  been 
done  on  the  Carey.  One  rod  had  a  couple  of  dozen, 
but  baskets  generally  have  been  very  small  owing 
to  the  flood. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  kept  in  good 
volume  owing  to  the  snow  melting  on  the  hills, 
but  this  has  not  been  enough  to  spoil  the  colour, 
which  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  Sport 
was,  however,  not  brisk,  salmon  having  become 
shy,  as  was  to  be  expected.  Of  the  York- 
shire anglers  fishing  the  Corby  water,  Mr. 
Illingworth  has  had  two,  Mr.  Johnston  four, 
Mr.  Atkinson  one,  151b.,  Dr.  Trimble  one,  151b., 
and  Mr.  Houson  one,  231b.  In  the  Warwick  Hall 
water  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell  four,  heaviest  281b.  At 
Low  House,  Mr.  Potter  two,  in  the  Armathwaite 
Hall  water,  Mrs.  Murray  two,  and  Dickinson,  the 
keeper,  two,  at  Eden  Grove,  Mr.  W.  R.  Wood  one, 
and  below  Carlisle  Mr.  M.  Cowan  one  of  81b.  There 
is  now  a  nice  run  of  fresh  fish  from  the  Solway,  and 
some  would  get  past  the  nets  on  Sunday,  so  that 
it  is  quite  possible  that  sport  may  improve,  until 
they,  in  turn,  get  scared  by  the  heavy  spinning 
baits. — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulvertou). — The  heavy  rains 
of  last  week  filled  these  rivers  nearly  bank  high,  but 
they  have  now  run  into  g6od  condition,  and  trout 
are  rising  fairly  well  at  the  usual  opening  flies.  Blue 
Upright,  February  Red,  and  Heron's  Blue.  Good 
bags  may  now  be  looked  for. — Blue  Upright. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)^ — At  Topsham,  where 
salmon  fishing  is  the  principal  industry,  seven  very 
fine  fish  were  netted,  four  of  the  fish  being  secured 
by  the  Lympstone  men,  the  weights  of  the  Top- 
sham  catch  being  respectively  91b.,  9jlb.,  and  141b. 
On  the  Exe,  upon  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh's  waters, 
the  rod  fishers  had  excellent  sport  on  the  opening 
day,  Mr.  Drew  securing  four  fish  (best  one,  211b., 
and  the  smallest  121b.);  Dr.  Martyn,  of  Exmouth, 
one  of  141b.,  a  kelt  (returned),  and  several  others. 
Several  fish  have  been  seen  going  up  the  river  at 
Stafford's  Weir,  and  good  sport  is  therefore  expected 
higher  up  the  river,  especially  in  the  Up-Exe 
Association's  portion  of  it.  Some  pike  and  roach 
have  been  caught  in  the  canal  near  Lime  Kilns  and 
Topsham  Locks.  From  Double  Locks  I  learn  that 
the  death  occurred  recently  of  Captain  Hounsford 
at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-eight ;  he  resigned  the 
post  in  favour  of  his  son  some  six  years  ago,  and 
was  very  highly  respected.  A  few  trout  have  been 
caught  on  February  Red,  Blue  Upright,  and  March 
Brown.  Sea  fishing  at  Exmouth  and  near  has  been 
very  poor,  and  the  net  fishermen  have  experienced 
a  very  bad  time  during  the  past  winter.  In  the 
nets,  on  Tuesday,  a  bass  of  over  5lb.  was  caught. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  The  fishing 
season  opened  on  March  2,  but  under  very  unfavour- 
able circumstances.  The  lake  is  full  of  snow  water, 
and  the  weather  has  been  as  bad  as  it  could  pos- 
sibly be.  The  wind  has  been  chopping  and  changing, 
and  the  fish  have  been  driven  to  the  middle  of  the 
lake.  The  best  basket  up  to  date  has  been  made  by 
Mr.  D.  W.  Pine — fifteen  fish  weighing  91b.  2oz. 
'J'he  fi.sh,  for  so  early  in  the  year,  are  in  very  good 
condition,  and  Mr.  Pine  says  they  are  pink  and 


delicious  to  eat.  The  wind  has  now  veered  to  the 
south,  and  prospects  are  most  encouraging. — Long 
Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  is  rather  clear, 
but  some  fair  catches  of  roach  and  pike  have  been 
obtained  in  the  upper  reaches.  The  roach  are  now 
in  splendid  condition,  and  two  anglers  in  the  Ware 
district  have  caught  over  201b.  between  them. 
Good-sized  roach  have  also  been  basketed  at  this 
station  and  Hertford  by  other  anglers.  Broxbourne 
and  Rye  House  are  good  roach- fishing  stations  at 
this  period  of  the  year,  and  anglers  should  give 
boiled  wheat  and  breadcrust  a  trial.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster  —Both  streams 
are  running  a  nice  level,  and  clear,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  trout  have  been  moving 
well,  and  there  should  be  good  sport  with  Blue  and 
February  Red,  which  are  the  best  flies.  Fair  sport 
has  been  had  up  to  the  present,  and  prospects  are 
good.    The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigfh  Salterton). — A  mistake  ap- 
peared in  last  report  which  must  be  corrected.  The 
season  on  the  RoUe  Estate  water  opened  on  March 
1,  and  has  not  been  deferred  until  April  1,  as 
stated  in  the  report.  The  alteration  of  the  date 
of  opening  was  made  at  the  end  of  last  month. 
Since  March  1  some  heavy  baskets  have  been  made 
all  along  the  river.  On  March  5,  one  rod  took  twenty- 
three  fish  weighing  91b.,  and  might  have  taken  more 
if  they  had  been  wanted.  All  rods  out  on  that  day 
did  more  or  less  well.  The  trout  are  very  greedy 
at  this  time  of  year,  and,  particularly  in  a  heavy 
water,  take  anything  which  is  offered.  The  takes  will 
soon  probably  be  limited  to  six  or  seven  brace. 
There  has  not  been  as  yet  any  great  rise  of  fish 
to  natural  flies  on  the  surface,  but  if  this  fine 
weather  lasts  it  may  soon  be  expected.  At  time  of 
reporting  (Wednesday,  March  7)  the  river  is  in 
perfect  condition.  Tickets  for  the  Rolle  water  are, 
as  usual,  at  the  Rolle  Hotel,  Budleigh  Salterton, 
and  the  Imperial,  Exmouth. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Pike  have  been  feeding 
ravenously  the  last  few  days.  Mr.  Longley,  to  day 
(Wednesday),  had  a  fine  lot — the  largest,  161b. 
Every  one  that  has  been  out  has  had  a  good  take. 
Roach  especially  have  showed  up  well,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fyson  getting  a  beautiful  lot  (largest  Iflb. ), 
and  some  good  perch  and  a  couple  of  bream 
close  on  41b.  each,  ledgering  with  lobs.  One  more 
week,  which  will  no  doubt  (as  usual)  show  a  good 
return  of  sport,  and  this  season  will  close  as  regards 
the  river,  our  private  water,  of  course,  being  still 
open  as  usual. — A.  Scard. 

Flymonth. — A  goodly  number  of  fishermen  ap- 
peared on  our  rivers  on  the  opening  day,  which  on 
the  Tavy  was  March  2  instead  of  March  1.  The 
water  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  baskets  of 
two  and  three  dozen  were  taken  in  several  instances. 
On  the  Dart  sport  was  also  very  good,  the  trout 
being  in  fine  condition.  Some  nice  salmon  have 
been  caught  at  Buckfastleigh,  and  also  just  below 
Dartmeot.  This  early  run  of  salmon  augurs  well 
for  a  good  season. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Trout  fishing  is  now 
legal  in  the  Severn  Fishery  District,  and  thus  early 
one  or  two  anglers  have  been  out  with  spinning 
baits,  but  apparently  they  have  met  with  little  or 
no  success.  The  streams  are,  however,  in  good 
order,  and  persevering  anglers  may  meet  with 
some  reward,  though  the  fish  are  hardly  likely 
to  be  in  anything  like  condition  for  the  creel  thus 
early.  Pike  fishing  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
very  successful  during  the  past  winter,  so  far  as 
really  large  fish  are  concerned,  and  it  is  questionable 
whether  they  are  so  numerous  as  is  generally 
believed  by  Severn  anglers. — Hafben. 

Stoiir  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  was  rather 
on  the  thick  side  on  the  4th,  and  a  strong  stream 
running,  and  fish  were  feeding  very  shy.  A  few 
roach  were  taken  but  mostly  small,  a  local  angler 
having  a  bream  of  21b.  The  water  to-day 
(Wednesday)  is  again  in  splendid  condition  for 
angling  purposes,  and  the  weather  being  more 
settled,  shoiild  continue  so  until  the  end  of  the 
season.  On  March  7,  in  the  afternoon's  fishing, 
Messrs.  Johns  and  Root  had  201b.  of  bream  (largest, 
31b.  2oz.),  and  Mr.  A.  Webber  a  nice  pike  of  61b. 
— W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry). — This  fishery  is  now  rather 
low  and  on  the  bright  side.  Capital  sport  has  been 
had  of  late  with  the  pike,  Messrs.  Butler,  Wright, 
Bligh  and  Hawkes,  of  the  Canterbury  Club,  captured 
several  good  fish  on  March  4.  Up  to  the  present 
about  130  pike  have  been  weighed  at  the  Model 
Club. — J.  KiBBY  (River  Keeper). 

Snasez  Hivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  bright 
and  warm.  White  frosts  have  ushered  in  the  early 
mornings  with  a  north-easterly  wind,  and  fog  has 
ushered  in  the  evenings.  Chichester  Canal  is  in 
grand  order,  and  pike  have  been  well  on  the  feed. 
The  basin  with  its  deep  water  has  been  the  venue 

[8] 


166 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  10,  1906 


of  good  sport.  On  March  2  young  farmer  Bostock 
secured  a  nice  pike  by  spinning.  A  brace  of  small 
fish  were  taken  on  March  4  by  a  visitor,  and  on 
March  5  Mr.  Leech  had  a  brace  of  good  pike. 
On  March  6  six  fish  were  taken  of  from  2ib.  to  71b., 
Mr.  Older  with  live  gorge  securing  four  fish,  and 
Mr.  Leech  added  his  score.  A  few  fair  sized  perch 
have  also  been  taken.  Smelt  are  up  in  (juantities 
at  Dell  Quay  and  affording  sport  with  ragworm  as 
bait,  and  small  bass  are  plentiful  at  Pilsea  Piles. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  high  and  clear,  some 
nice  conditioned  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  fly. 
When  the  waters  lower  a  little,  good  catches  may 
be  expected. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Iilandyssil). — Water  in  fair  order  after  a 
flood.  Trout  have  not  been  rising  freely  yet,  and 
only  a  few  taken — individual  fish,  IJlb.  and  2Jlb. 
The  brooks  have  been  yielding  good  sport ;  one 
local  man  had  thirty,  weighing  about  Gib.,  on  the 
Blue  Dun.  I  hear  of  salmon  being  caught,  but  not 
having  seen  them  cannot  really  say  if  they  are 
fresh-run  or  not. — Vio. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out.  The  days  being  bright  and  sunny  the  trout 
have  been  !on  the  feed  and  have  been  taking  the 
Blue  and  February  Red.  On  the  opening  day  for 
trout  Mr.  Northwood,  with  worm,  landed  a  brace, 
one  1  lb.,  and  another  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Brookes  took  a 
brace  with  Blue  ;  Mr.  Husk  landed  four-and-a-half 
brace  with  fly  under  Whitcliffe,  and  Mr.  Baker 
seven  trout,  all  in  good  condition.  On  March  3  an 
angler  was  up  the  Castle  Pound  and  landed  8Jlb.  of 
perch  in  a  short  time. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neigrhbonring 
Bivers. — The  Tyne  is  in  good  angling  condition. 
A  few  fresh-run  salmon  have  been  seen  in  the 
Eltringhara  Water.  I  know  of  two  rods  who  have 
been  out  without  success.  The  Coquet  on  March  4 
and  5  was  in  part  spate,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
angling  prospects  are  exceedingly  good,  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  ripping  trout  season.  It  is 
with  pleasure  I  announce  that  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  K.G.,  has  handed  over  his 
water  on  the  North  Tyne,  between  Otterstone  Bum 
downwards,  some  two  miles  towards  Falstone,  and 
also  his  water  at  Ovingham,  consisting  of  about 
two  miles,  to  the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation. 
The  Committee  propose  to  form  a  separate  Com- 
mittee to  be  called  the  Tyne  Committee  ;  Mr.  Hugh 
Boyle  has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  John  Harbottle  will  act  as  vice. 
Mr.  Williamson,  solicitor,  will  act  as  clerk  and 
treasurer.  There  is  now  a  prospect  of  the  Ovingham 
and  Falstone  Waters  being  well  stocked  and  well 
looked  after. — Hy.  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Abergravenny). — The  river  now  is  in  per- 
fect order,  and  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  taken.  Amongst  the  successful  anglers 
are  Capt.  Phillips,  Mr.  Edmunds,  Richmond  road, 
and  Mr.  Nat.  Breeze,  who  took  ten  nice  trout, 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  averaging  8oz.,  on  the 
Llanfoist  Farm  Angling,  which  is  |a  splendid 
stretch  of  water  affording  plenty  of  room  for 
all  comers  ;  the  price  is  very  reasonable,  being  10s. 
per  season  for  trout,  and  30s.  per  season  for  salmon, 
so  that  anyone  requiring  some  good  fishing  on  the 
Usk,  this  water  is  well  worth  their  attention. 
Several  fresh  run  salmon  have  been  seen.  A  good 
season  is  looked  forward  to  Ln  view  of  the  favour- 
able conditions  of  weather,  etc.,  we  have  experienced 
during  the  winter. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  (Usk). — At  the  time  of  writing  the  water 
is  in  excellent  condition.  The  killing  flies  have 
been  Powell's  Olive  Blue,  the  Dark-bodied  Early 
Blue,  and  the  Claret-ribbed  March  Brown.  On 
March  2,  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  3  brace;  Sergt.- 
Inst.  Johnstone,  8 J  brace  (weighing  5 Jib.)  ; 
Capt.  Phillips,  4^  brace;  Major  Palmes,  4  brace. 
March  3,  Sergt.-Inst.  Johnstone,  7|  brace;  Dr. 
Hackett,  3J  brace ;  Mr.  R.  Richards,  4J  brace ;  Mr. 
S.  A.  Hiley,  3  brace ;  Mr.  F.  Cosens,  ^  brace ;  Mr. 
J.  Pitt,  6 J  brace;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen.,  6  brace;  Capt. 
Phillips,  11  brace  (101b.) ;  Mr.  E.  Rowlands,  5  brace  ; 
Mr.R.  St.  John  Beasley,  4  brace ;  Mr.  W.  Parker,  2 
brace;  Mr.  Pryce- Jenkins,  8^  brace.  Monday, 
March  5,  Dr.  Hackett,  3  brace;  Mr.  F.  Watkins, 
3  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen.,  2J  brace;  Mr.  F.  Cosens, 
2 J  brace;  Mr.  Crum.  3 J  brace.  Tuesday,  March  6, 
Mr.  H.  Hill,  2J  brace;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  10 
brace;  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  3  brace;  Col. 
Morris  has  also  taken  some  large  baskets  on  his 
private  water  at  Brynderwen.  — T.  R 

Welsh  Harp  (Beudon). — The  water  is  in  good 
condition  for  the  close  of  the  season  (March  14), 
and  the  present  fine  weather  should  .favour  sport. 
On  March  .5,  I  had  a  small  take  of  sizeable  bream, 
and,  the  warmth  continuing,  others  should  be 
brought  to  bank. — H. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  Yorkshire  streams  have  been 
in  fine  trim  for  angling.   The  Yore  has  been  running 


fairly  clear.    In  the  districts  of  Ripon,  Newby,  and 
Boroughbridge  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Sport 
amongst  the  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  chub  has  only 
been  moderate  owing  to  high  winds  which  have  pre- 
vailed during  the  last  few  days.    A  few  small  pike 
have  been  caught  with  live  bait.  The  Wharfe  has  been 
running  in  excellent  trim  all  the  week,  in  the  lower 
reaches  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  the  roach,  perch,  and  chub.    On  March  3 
Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  had  a  nice  pannier  of  perch, 
chub,  and  pike,  including  perch  weighing  1  lb.  14oz. 
and  1  lb.  13oz.    Mr.  W.  Henderson  had  fair  sport 
amongst  the  roach  and  chub  at  Ulleskelf.  Very 
little  has    been    doin^    on  the   Derwent.  The 
River  Nidd  has  been  in  fair  trim  in  the  lower 
reaches.     Some  very  nice  sport  has   been  met 
with  at  Ribston  and  Washford  Bridge.  Stocking 
during    the    close    season    of    trout    has  been 
freelj'  distributed  throughout  Yorkshire — namely, 
Kilnsey  Angling  Club  usually  turn   an  annual 
stock ;  Ilkley  also  do  the  same ;  Mr.  F.  H.  Fawkes 
has  put  1000  trout  below  Otley  ;  at  Pool  the  Leeds 
Amalgamation  have  put  a  great  quantity  in  the 
river  Wharfe ;  the  river  Nidd  has  benefited  to  a 
great  extent ;  Knaresborough  Joint  Anglers  have 
put  1000  yearling,  whilst  Knaresborough  Anglers 
have  turned  over  7000  healthy  yearling  trout.  At 
the  present  time  this  club  have  now  in  the  incuba- 
ting boxes  15,000  eyed  ova;  Harrogate  Conserva- 
tive Club  are  hatching  20,000  eggs  in  the  eyed 
stage  ;  Harrogate  Angling  Club  have  turned  2000 
yearling  trout ;  on  the  Yore,  Hawes  Angling  Club 
turn  in  a  stock  annually  ;  the  Wensley  length  has 
also  a  stock  turned  in  as  usual ;  Tanfield  Angling 
Club  are  hatching  30,000  brown  trout  eggs,  besides 
a  quantity  of  yearlings  are  usually  turned  in. 
Trout  fishing  will  open  on  March    16  on  some 
waters,  and  the  two  following  fly  casts  will  be 
found  to  be  useful :  1st.  Winter  Brown,  Point  Snipe 
Bloa,  Dark  Snipe,  Purple  andWaterhen  Bloa;  2nd. 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Point  Snipe  Bloa,  Blue  Hawk, 
and  Woodcock  and  Orange. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly  and  Couon. — Very  little  angling  has  yet 
been  done  on  the  Beauly  owing  to  the  very  low  state 
of  the  river.  Thaw  has,  however,  now  set  in,  and 
the  river  is  in  excellent  trim.  The  house  party 
from  Farley  House  are  expected  to  have  a  spell  of 
angling  for  the  next  fortnight,  and  Lord  Lovat 
himself  is  expected  in  the  district  on  March  12. 
There  is  every  appearance  of  a  very  successful 
season.  In  the  tidal  waters  several  nice  baskets  of 
sea-trout  were  landed  during  the  week.  The  fish 
are  in  capital  condition,  and  run  from  8oz.  up  to 
1  lb.  4oz.  On  the  Conon  fishing  is  as  yet  limited 
to  the  net  fishing,  which  is  more  successful  so  far 
than  for  many  years  past.  The  angling  on  the 
Brahan  Castle  waters  belonging  to  Colonel  Stewart 
Mackenzie,  of  Seaforth,  has,  however,  been  let  to 
Mr.  Streatfield  Moore  for  March  and  April,  and  he 
begins  fishing  on  March  12.  The  waters  are  well 
stocked. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Spring  salmon  are 
now  frequently  seen  in  the  Double  Water  after  the 
advent  of  more  genial  weather.  On  March  2  Mr. 
A.  Johnstone  landed  a  new  run  spring  salmon 
which  scaled  101b.,  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water, 
with  a  Silver  Doctor  fiy,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr. 
H.  Chambers,  Longtown,  killed  a  spring  salmon 
weighing  141b.  in  the  lower  waters  with  fly.  Spring 
salmon  are  reported  in  extra  fine  condition  in  the 
Solway.  The  netting,  which  opened  on  Feb.  26,  in 
the  Firth,  has  been  very  satisfactory  for  the  poke- 
net  fishermen.  The  nets  got  fully  twenty  salmon 
for  the  week,  although  all  the  poke-nets  are  not  yet 
in  fishing  order.  No  sea-trout  running  in  the 
Solway,  nor  are  they  expected  till  the  end  of  the 
month.  In  the  association  waters  of  the  Esk  kelts 
are  affording  most  of  the  sport  at  present,  as  yellow 
trout  are  scarce  and  in  poor  condition.  Visitors  to 
Langholm  during  the  angling  season  will  miss  the 
familiar  figure  of  Mr.  WUliam  Jackson,  of  the 
Eskdale  and  Liddeadale  Advertiser,  whose  connection 
with  the  paper  dates  from  his  boyhood  in  the 
fifties.  Mr.  Jackson  died  last  week  and  was  buried 
on  Saturday,  March  3,  in  Langholm  Churchyard. 
Mr.  Jackson's  knowledge  of  the  best  angling  pitches 
in  most  of  the  Border  rivers  was  always  at  the 
service  of  strangers  sojourning  in  Langholm.  If 
ever  there  was  a  pure  and  single-hearted  man  with 
a  blameless  life  to  his  credit,  that  man  was  William 
Jackson,  of  the  Advertiser.  Ho  leaves  not  a  single 
enemy  behind  him,  and  his  place  will  be  difficult  to 
fill  in  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dear  auld 
"Muckle  Toon." — Gilnockie. 

Deyeron  (Banffshire). — A  change  of  weather  for 
the  better  took  place  at  the  end  of  last  week.  On 
March  3  a  thaw  set  in,  and  the  accumulations  of 
snow  and  ice  on  the  bankd  of  the  river  Deveron 
are  quickly  disappearing  before  gentle  breezes 
from  the  west,  and  intervals  of  sunshine.  The  I 
river  is  rising,  and  although  the  water  meantime  is  | 


somewhat  thick  and  discoloured,  it  will  soon  get 
into  order  for  anglers.  Now  that  the  severe  frost 
has  given  way,  and  the  temperature  is  rising,  fish 
will  find  their  way  up  the  river  from  the  coast.  All 
last  week  the  weather  continued  so  stormy  that  the 
not  fishermen  were  only  able  to  examine  the  bag 
nets  at  the  various  stations  on  one  occasion.  They 
have  been  more  regular  this  week,  and  the  number 
of  salmon  taken  from  the  nets  showed  a  slight 
increase  on  the  previous  weeks.  The  salmon  are  of 
splendid  quality,  but  as  yet  none  of  very  heavy 
weight  have  been  captured,  the  lieaviest  scaling 
201b.,  and  the  average  weight  81b.  Sea  trout  are 
not  so  numerous  us  they  were  at  the  opening  of  the 
season. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Foyers  on  Feb.  26.  Major  H.  Lynch,  Buckingham, 
killed  a  fine  salmon  of  28^16.  ;  Mrs.  Walker,  Glas- 
gow, one,  181b.;  and  Mr.  Brooks,  London,  one, 
14ilb.  On  March  1,  Mr.  Rankin  Mitchell,  Airdrie, 
killed  a  salmon  of  21  lb.  On  March  2,  Mr.  Mitchell 
had  two  salmon,  8Jlb.  and  21  lb.  On  March  3,  Mr. 
Pumphrey,  Newcastle,  killed  a  salmon  of  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Ashby,  Redhill,  Surrey,  one,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen,  one,  181b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Ness  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  Lovat  Arms,  Fort  Augustus,  on  March  6,  Mrs. 
Gow,  Rannoch,  landed  a  clean-run  salmon  of  221b. 
and  one  of  101b. — M.  Rankin. 

Loch  Tay  (KiUin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  26,  Mr.  J. 
C.  Pipe  landed  four  salmon,  21  lb.,  171b.,  181b.,  and 
141b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Shaw,  two,  181b.  and  19lb.  On 
Feb.  27,  Col.  Burnand,  one,  151b.  On  March  1, 
Col.  Burnand,  one,  161b.;  Mr.  Groom,  one,  211b.; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  three,  181b.,  141b.,  and  151b.  On 
March  3,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  two,  201b.  and  15lb. ;  Mr. 
Groom,  one,  171b.  On  March  5,  Mr.  P.  Stewart, 
Morenish  Lodge,  two,  221b.  and  231b.  Owing  to 
the  high  wind  the  boats  were  unable  to  get  out  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Lochay  Hotel). — On  March  2,  fi->hing 
from  Bridge  of  Lochay  Hotel,  Mr.  Wm.  Bennett, 
I  fishing  for  Mr.  F.  A.  Kelley,  Sheffield,  landed  two 
salmon,  171b.  and  181b.  On  March  5,  Mr.  Jarrett, 
Glasgow,  two  salmon,  181b.  and  191b. — Wm. 
Bennett. 

Lyon  (Fortiugfall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  Feb.  28  Mr.  A  G.  Campbell,  Richmond, 
had  two  salmon  of  ISJlb.  and  171b  ;  on  March  1 
Mr.  Arthur  Whittle,  Leicester,  had  one  of  15Jlb. ; 
on  March  2  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  had  two  of  261b. 
and  171b. ;  on  March  3  Mr.  Arthur  Whittle  had  one 
of  181b.  ;  on  March  5  Mr.  N.  J.  Wright,  Kent,  had 
one  of  17Jlb.,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  one  of  16Jlb. ; 
on  March  6  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  one  of 
17 Jib.  In  consequence  of  the  cessation  of  the 
severe  frost  the  river  is  now  in  excellent  ply,  and  a 
prospect  of  good  sport  is  anticipated.  Another  two 
salmon  have  just  been  brought  in  by  Mr.  A.  G. 
Campbell,  Richmond,  of  201b.  and  181b.— R. 
Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. —  Dee. — Very  little  was  done 
last  week  on  account  of  the  stormy  weather.  Now 
this  is  all  changed.    March  3  and  4  were  beau  ideal 
spring  days,  and  since  then  the  weather  has  continued 
improving.    Very  little  sport  was  got  on  the  upper 
waters.    On  the  Glentana  beats  some  fifteen  fish 
were  creeled  for  February — heaviest,  141b.    On  the 
Aboyne  waters  (hotel)  thirty-one  fish  were  got  on 
March  1.    On  March  2,  Major  Bethune  had  one  of 
12Jlb.,  and  on  March  3  one  of  81b.,  while  Mr.  Clieve 
I  had  one  of  61b.  and  one  of  101b.  on  the  same  days. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'NeU  reaches  very  little  angling 
was  done  till  late  in  the  afternoon  up  till  March  2, 
when  Mr.  King  had  one  on  the  Ballogie  water, 
and  Mr.  Hare  another  on  Woodend  section.  Mr. 
Quintin  Dick  creeled  eleven  fish  for  the  week  end- 
ing Feb.  28,  having  two  of  7  Jib.  and  61b.,  five  of 
181b.,  141b.,  19Jlb.,  81b.,  and  81b.,  three  of  81b.  each, 
and  one  of  71b.     On  the  Cairnton,  Inchmarlo,  and 
Banchory  reaches  sport  has  been  slow,  but  one  or 
two  fish  have  been  got  every  day.    On  Crathes 
water,  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of 
Wellwood,  had  a  fine  fish  of   19 Jib.,  while  D. 
Niooll,  keeper,  on  the  Durris  lower  water,  has  had 
one  or  two  daily  for  Mr.  Baird.    On  the  Upper 
Durris  section,  Mr.  Meakin  had  two  on  March  2, 
and  one  of  121b.  on  March  3.    On  the  Park  waters, 
Mr.  H.  F.  de  Paravicinie  had  five  fish  for  the  week, 
from  71b.  to  111b.    On  the  Blairs  water,  Mr.  Cook 
had  a  fine  fish  of  121b.  on  Saturday  last.    The  river 
rose  on  March  4  and  5.    A  heavy  run  of  salmon 
took  up  stream.     The    Harbour   Board  netted 
eighty  fish,  and  the  Poweries  seventy-six  in  the 
course  of  the  run.    The  supplies  are  still  good. 
Don. — The  river  rose  on  Monday,  and  the  prospects 
for  the  trouting  season  are  now  of  the  best.  On 
Saturday  last  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Jaffray,  and  some 
other  members  of  the  Aberdeen  Association  were 
on  the  Balbithans  water,  but  met  only  with  kelts. 
Good  baskets  of  brown  trout  are  being  got  on  the 
Kintore,  Parkhill,   and  Grandholm  waters,  and 
finnock  fishers  are  now  doing  well  at  the  mouth. 
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The  salmon  season,  hitherto  so  very  meagre,  is 
now  improving.  On  the  Kinaldie  section,  Mr. 
Milne's  keeper'had  a  fine  fish  of  101b.  on  Monday, 
making  the  fourth  since  the  season  opened.  On 
tlie  Kemnay  water  two  fiih  were  got  during  the 
week.  The  Don  has  got  a  thorough  clean  out,  and 
the  outlet  at  the  mouth  cleared  of  the  accumulations 
of  years  back,  and  salmon  are  finding  an  easier 
access  to  the  river.  Ythan. — On  the  Ellon  Castle 
waters,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  A.  Collie  had  eight  finnock 
over  Jib.  each,  Mr.  Scott  six,  and  Mr.  Smith  twelve. 
On  Monday  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  a  nice  basket  of 
over  a  dozen  to  the  Alexandra  and  Dunkeld.  On 
the  Bronnie  Mr.  Ritchie,  Aberdeen,  had  a  fine 
basket  of  sea-trout  and  one  or  two  fairly  good 
yellow  trout.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
estuary  reaches,  but  no  anglers  as  yet.  Ugie. — 
Since  the  opening  splendid  sport  has  been  had  by 
Messrs.  Wm.  Ingram  (Edinburgh),  J.  Smith,  W. 
Mackay,  and  J.  Ritchie  (Aberdeen).  The  finnock 
are  plentiful,  and  about  Jib.  in  weight.  Mr.  Smith 
had  the  unique  catch  of  thirty-three  fish  on 
March  1,  all  from  one  pot.  The  prospects  all  round 
were  seldom  better. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  disturbed 
weather  and  waters  since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  week,  and  although  spring  salmon  have 
been  running  to  the  rivers,  the  sport  up  to  the 
time  of  writing  has  been  of  little  interest.  The 
Annan  was  up  a  foot  higher  on  March  4,  and  again 
rain  fell  in  upper  Annandale  on  Monday  night, 
causing  the  river  to  swell  another  foot  on  Tue^^day 
afternoon.  On  Wednesday  the  waters  were 
considerably  discoloured  and  out  of  order  for 
fly.  A  strong  south-west  gale  prevailed  on 
Wednesday,  making  it  impossible  to  hold  a 
salmon-fly  rod.  There  was  a  nice  show  of 
spring  salmon  running  to  this  river,  and  they 
were  noticed  going  over  the  weir  at  the  town  bridge. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  was  successful  in  landing  a 
particularly  fine  spring  salmon  of  131b.  at  the  end 
of  last  week.  It  was  taken  with  a  2^-inch  Silver 
Devon  Minnow  in  the  Brewery  Pool  below  the 
town  bridge.  It  was  fresh  up  from  the  sea  as  the 
sea  lice  were  still  upon  it.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton, 
Holmcliff,  landed  a  salmon  out  of  the  pool  at  the 
head  of  Mr.  Tweedie's  Holm  on  March  G,  but  it 
turned  out  that  the  fish  rolled  down  the  steep 
bank  and  got  into  the  river  again  before  the 
angler  could  secure  it.  Your  correspondent 
witnessed  the  fight  with  the  fish,  the  landing 
of  it,  and  its  escape.  Mr.  Thexton,  who  was  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  had  to  land  the  fish 
above,  as  no  one  was  about  to  tail  the  salmon. 
Several  kelts  have  been  landed  in  the  different 
waters.  Mr.  Nicholson  landed  four  on  Monday  in 
the  upper  waters,  and  of  course  they  were  returned 
to  the  river  uninjured.  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon  landed 
three  in  the  Dinwoodie  portion  on  the  same  day. 
The  Four  Towns  waters  have  given  a  number  of 
spring  salmon  to  the  owners  of  the  fisheries  there, 
pretty  little  spring  fish  of  about  91b.  or  101b.  Trout 
fishing  is  open  to  anglers  in  the  main  river,  as  also 
in  the  tributaries,  but  very  few  rod  fishers  care  to 
fish  for  yellow  trout  in  March,  and  as  a  rule  they 
are  put  back  to  the  water  until  Eaiter.  The  Dcjm- 
rRizs  NiTH. — This  river  has  shown  little  sport 
since  the  opening.  Salmon  kelts  are  pretty  plenti- 
fvil  in  Mid-Nithsdale  portion,  and  it  will  be  well  on 
the  middle  of  April  before  they  are  carried  down  to 
the  Solway.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the 
Cairn  and  Cluden,  but  the  sport  has  been  most 
disappointing.  The  Nith  is  in  moderate  order  for 
the  fly,  and  with  spring  fish  ruiming  in  the 
firth  some  must  have  escaped  the  nets.  The 
Galloway  Rivers. — The  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  opened 
its  waters  last  week,  and  Mr.  G.  Coutts,  Dalbeattie, 
caught  two  salmon  in  the  Urr  near  the  town.  A 
good  deal  of  snow  has  fallen  in  the  higher  hills. 
The  waters  in  the  district  are  in  fair  trim  for  fly. 
Nothing  is  reported  from  the  other  rivers,  and  trout 
fishing  has  not  commenced  in  the  lakes  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  The  weather  is  very  stormy  and 
unsettled  at  the  time  of  writing. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  ( Aberlonr). — The  thaw  which  set  in  towards 
the  end  of  last  week  has  since  continued,  and  the 
snow  on  the  lower  ground  has  completely  disap- 
peared. As  a  consequence  the  river  is  still  in  heavy 
flood,  but  as  .soon  as  it  settles  down  to  a  more 
normal  .condition  there  is  every  expectation  that 
good  sport  wUl  bo  got.  On  the  Aberlour  House 
Water  during  last  week  six  salmon  were  killed, 
namely,  one  of  SJlb.  on  Feb.  2tt,  three  of  121b.,  7lb., 
and  ojlb.  on  Feb.  28,  and  two  of  9Jlb.  and  TJlb.  on 
March  1  by  Keeper  J.  Reid  and  Fisherman  J. 
Mackenzie,  both  fishing  on  behalf  of  the  proprietor. 
—X.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  Due  to  the  changed 
climatic  conditions  the  river  is  running  high  this 
week,  so  that  little  has  Vjeen  done  by  anglers.  On 
Feb.  28,  on  the  Laggan  water,  Mr.  H.  Gumming, 
fisherman,  killed  a  salmon  of  71b.  weight,  while  Mr. 
Clatterbuck  and  party  landed  two  from  the  Arn- 


dilly  water.  The  conditions  of  weather  and  water 
have  prevented  trout  fishers  doing  anything  since 
the  season  opened  on  March  1.  Some  fine  catches 
of  finnock  are  said  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
Lossie  (Elgin)  since  the  season  opened.  A  good 
season  is  anticipated. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Owing  to  the  thaw  and  snow  melting  on 
the  hills,  the  river  has  come  out  about  six  feet  and 
completely  stopped  angling,  while  to-day  (March  7) 
the  wind  is  blowing  a  hurricane  from  the  south- 
west, and  there  is  every  likelihood  of  a  still  bigger 
flood.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  reported 
for  week  ending  March  6: — Edradvnate. — Fish- 
ing this  stretch  on  Feb.  28,  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston 
killed  four  fish,  one  of  26Jlb.,  another  of  18Jlb., 
and  two  of  171b.  each,  and  on  March  5,  one  of  17  Jib. 
Derculich. — Mr.  Alex.  Robertson  killed  two  fish 
of  221b.  and  201b.  on  this  beat  on  March  2. 
Ballechin. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff's  gamekeeper  caught 
one  fish  of  271b.  on  March  2.  Delvine. — Mr. 
Addie  killed  one  fish  of  181b.  on  Feb.  27;  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw,  one  of  181b.,  on  March  1  ;  while 
Mr.  Jas.  Ballantine,  fishing  for  Mr.  Graeme 
Whitelaw,  captured  three  fish  of  221b.,  201b.,  and 
161b.,  on  March  3,  and  the  boatman  one  of  211b. 
Benchill  and  Bdrnmouth. — Mrs.  J.  Melrose, 
fishing  these  two  beats  alternately,  killed  one  fish, 
151b.,  on  Feb.  28  ;  two,  161b.  and  91b.,  on  March  1 ; 
three,  251b.,  251b.,  and  231b.,  on  March  3;  and  one 
19pb.,  on  March  6.  Lower  Stanley. — Fishing 
this  beat  on  Feb.  28,  Mr.  Ernest  Shand  killed  three 
salmon,  141b.,  81b.,  and  61b.,  and  on  March  5  Mr. 
R.  L.  Scott  one,  81b. — A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Since  last  report  frost, 
snow,  and  ice  held  sway  till  March  3,  when  a  rapid 
change  took  place  and  a  fresh  set  in  in  earnest, 
snow  and  ice  disappearing  fast,  and  by  2  p.m.  on 
March  3  the  river  was  rising  rapidly  till  March 
5,  when  in  most  places  one  could  not  tell 
where  the  river  was.  By  March  6  it  had  fallen 
considerably,  but  fishing  was  out  of  the  question. 
However,  with  the  spring-like  weather  of  the  past 
three  davs  things  are  looking  better.  On  Beat 
No.  4  CoL  Bulpett  killed  one  fish,  101b.,  on  March  1 ; 
on  Beat  No.  2  Mr.  G.  A.  Gibb  one  of  71b.  on  March  1, 
and  on  No.  5  beat  Mr.  Crocker  one  of  71b.  on 
March  2.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — Mr.  B.  Stephenson 
on  Cor  Castle  one  salmon,  101b.  Mr.  W.  Beasley 
on  Fir  Grove,  one,  9 Jib.,  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Payne,  two, 
lOJlb.  and  121  b.  Mr.  Dan  Murphy,  at  Desart,  one, 
191b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Dinneen  on  the  free  water  below 
Bandon,  one,  91b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  greatly  im- 
proved this  week,  and  sport  showed  a  little  bit  of 
improvement.  The  rivers,  however,  are  rather  low, 
and  need  another  freshet.  The  trouting  at  the 
Woodburn,  Stoneyford,  and  other  reservoirs  was 
poor,  and  the  same  applies  to  angling  on  the 
Antrim  Road  Basin.  On  the  latter  water  an  odd 
brace  of  trout  up  to  21b.  was  killed  since  last  notes. 
The  Holywood  Club  has  just  put  a  large  lot  of 
matured  wild  reared  brown  trout  into  the  water- 
works there.  The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  is 
retaining  its  rights  on  the  Croogar  river,  despite  the 
reports  to  the  contrary. — J.  A.  B. 

iBlackwater  (co.  Cork). — Water  in  good  order 
and  weather  greatly  improved ;  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove 
Annesley  on  his  water  at  Castletownroche  had  four 
magnificent  fish,  351b.,  30Jlb.,  291b.  and  12lb.  ;  Mr. 
J.  O.  Jameson,  on  Careysville,  ten,  averaging  171b.  ; 
Mr.  G.  H.  Kenrick  and  party,  on  Mr.  Bowles'  water 
at  Kilbarry,  ten,  171b.,  181b.,  101b.,  13Jlb.,  181b., 
181b.,  lljlb.,  9jlb,  181b.  and  221b.;  on  Ballyduff 
water  Master  J.  Logan  four,  9lb.,  101b.,  lUb.,  i81b., 
and  Mr.  Truss  one,  141b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  This  river  has 
been  in  high  flood  and  unfishable  during  the  past 
week.  At  time  of  writing  the  water  is  becoming  clean 
and  the  river  will  be  in  fishing  order  soon  again. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — Some  nice 
trout  were  taken  by  the  Masters  Crawford  and 
other  anglers  on  the  above  river  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  river  is  at  present  in  good  trouting 
order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killamey.  —  Sport  continues  fair  at  salmon, 
and  though  it  is  still  rather  early  for  brown  trout 
fishing  some  nice  sport  has  been  had  in  the  latter 
department.  The  waters  are  in  good  order,  and 
salmon  are  fairly  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Leenane  (co.  Oalway). — Angling  opened  here  on 
March  1,  but  the  rivers  being  too  high  poor  sport 
was  obtained.  Salmon  are  running  now  up  the 
Delphi  and  Errifl  rivers,  and  good  sport  is  antici- . 
patod  in  April. — R.  Henry  McKeown. 

Lee  River  (oo.  Cork). — Weather  and  water 
favourable,  but  not  much  improvement  in  sport. 
Mr.  J.  Barry  had  two  salmon,  121b.  and  141b.,  on 
Williams'  Hotel  water ;  Mr.  C  W.  Ashe,  on 
Ashton,  one,  121b. ;  Inspector-General  Fitzgerald, 


on  Lord  Bantry's  water,  one,  181b.  ;  Mr.  F.  St. 
Leger  Carter,  at  Carrigadrohed,  one,  91b. ;  Mr. 
F.  G.  Duplisses,  on  Nettleville,  two,  111b.  and 
161b.  ;  Mr.  M.  J.  Daly,  on  Rooves,  one,  7lb. ; 
Major  Wilson,  Durham  Regt.,  on  Fargus,  one,  11  lb., 
and  Mr.  F.  C.  I).  Shafto,  Durham  Regt.,  on  same 
water,  one,  81b.  Mr.  H.  C.  Ponsonby,  King's  Royal 
Rifles,  on  Carbery  water,  one,  1 1  lb.  Mr.  Joseph 
Pike,  on  the  Powdermills,  four,  151b.,  121b.,  lOlb., 
71b.,  and  Lord  Bandon,  one,  101b.  Mr.  J.  O'Brien, 
on  Castleinch,  one,  101b..  Captain  Reiss,  on  Car- 
rigrohane,  one,  161b.,  and  at  Inniscarra,  three,  81b., 
91b.,  101b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Long'h  Cnrrane,  etc  (Watervllle,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  assumed  quite  a  vernal 
appearance  at  last,  there  has  been  nearly  a  com- 
plete dearth  of  sport  on  Lough  Currane,  where  only 
salmon  has  been  had  since  last  report,  namely,  one 
of  8Jlb.  by  Denis  Currane.  A  few  nice  brown  troufc 
have  been  had  by  anglers  trolling  for  salmon.  Fly 
fishing  has  commenced,  but  the  outlook  is  far  from 
reassuring. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin^ — An  angler  landed  a  nice  trout 
(Salmo  ferox)  of  51b.  on  March  6,  and  some  gillarooes, 
in  good  condition.  The  lake  is  rapidly  getting  into 
good  fishing  order,  and  some  good  sport  will  now  be 
had  amongst  the  spring  salmon  and  the  trout  at 
once  on  the  lake.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Bloume  (ITewtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  numerous  tributaries  will  open 
on  April  1,  and  will  be  fished  under  the  conditions 
of  the  past  four  seasons,  so  far  as  the  Fishery 
Company's  waters  are  concerned.  The  past  spawn- 
ing season  was  apparently  a  successful  one,  and  the 
bailiffs  report  a  good  head  of  trout  generally  over 
the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

TXloj  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  good  on  the  weirs,  some  large  spring  fish 
being  got.  Rod  fishing  was  fair,  a  number  of 
kelts  being  landed.  The  water  is  in  good  order, 
and  some  good  fishing  is  expected.  Nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  taken,  some  up-  to  21b.  being 
got  on  the  fly.  Lough  Conn  is  well  stocked  with 
fish,  and  some  sport  should  be  had  at  the  Pontoon 
Bridge  now. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather  continues  cold,  but  river  high 
and  clear,  and  a  fair  supply  of  salmon  ascending 
the  river.  On  March  5  Mr.  J.  H.  lost  a  very  fine 
fish  after  fouling  him  in  the  bottom,  and  landed 
several  kelts  ;  some  very  nice  trout  were  taken  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  river.  Both  loughs  are 
falling  fast,  and  will  soon  be  in  order  for  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  Mr.  Sulivan  and  friend  on 
March  3  had  nine  trout  on  the  lough,  largest  3Jlb.  ; 
also  had  three  jack,  81b.,  111b.,  131b.  Quite  a  big 
number  of  salmon  are  still  getting  at  the  salmon 
weirs,  largest  221b. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  has 
been  somewhat  better  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  prospects  of  sport  are  improved.  On  Hermitage 
the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  141b.,  351b.  On 
Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  231b., 
281b.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed  six  salmon, 
25lb.,  261b.,  261b.,  361b.,  361b.,  401b.  On  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham's  Castle  fishery  Mr.  J.  Enright  killed  two 
salmon,  231b.,  34lb.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  WiHiams 
killed  two  salmon,  321b.,  33Jlb. — John  Enright 
AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Each 
morning  during  the  week  has  been  ushered  in  by 
grey  fogs,  which  have  proved  a  decided  barrier  to 
salmon  fishing ;  but  a  change  to  fine  weather  set 
in  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  two  of  our  professional 
fishermen,  Wm.  Toes  and  Pat  Barry,  fishing  Capt. 
R.  Twigge's  Parteen  water,  killed  a  freshly-run  fish, 
weighing  331b.  Earlier  in  the  season  the  same  two 
men,  fishing  the  same  water,  caught  another  springer 
well  over  301b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bumham-on-Cronch. — Twenty-one  members  of 
the  Briny  Anglers  were  down  on  March  4.  They 
had  a  most  delightful  day  on  the  water  as  regards 
the  weather,  the  sun  shining  brightly  the  whole  day 
long,  but  the  sport  was  very  dull,  only  a  few  fish 
taken.  Mr.  Harry  Short,  Cooper,  and  a  friend,  fishing 
same  day,  caught  seven  codling,  a  few  pouting  and 
dabs.  On  the  previous  Wednesday  Mr.  Owen 
Westhorpe  caught  twenty  five  codling  and  a  few 
pouting.  On  March  6,  five  members  of  the  Ber- 
mondsey  Constitutional  A  S.  wont  out,  but  sport 
was  not  fast  or  furious,  Mr.  G.  Mitchell  being  the 
only  fortunate  one  who  had  fish,  his  take  consisting 
of  four  codling,  a  plaice,  and  some  pouting,  one  of 
the  latter  being  a  well-conditioned  fish  weighing 
1  lb.  3Joz. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  water  has  recently  been 
extremely  clear,  and  little  sport  has  been  obtained 
during  daylight,  but  on  more  than  one  occasion 
fair  results  have  been  obtained  after  sundown. 
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On  March  2,  Mr.  Band  took  half  a  score  of 
(lab-!  and  pouting  in  the  morning,  und  Captain 
Dicks  secured  a  few  codling  in  the  afternoon, 
but  others  present  made  but  scant  returns, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Stait,  Mr.  S. '  Coke,  Mr.  Agate,  Mr. 
Purkiss,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Collyer,  Mr.  Branscombe, 
and  Mr.  Bushill  fished  on  March  3,  but  little  was 
done  by  anyone  until  evening  hours,  when  Mr. 
Stait  took  five  codling.  Nothing  whatever  was 
done  on  March  4,  either  from  the  pier  or  boats,  and 
little  improvement  was  witnessed  on  March  6,  but 
Mr.  Band  creeled  a  few  codling  in  the  cour-se  of  the 
evening',  and  a  small  number  of  dabs  were  likewise 
taken.  The  charming  weather  brought  out  a  goodly 
array  of  anglers  on  March  (i,  including  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tress,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Turkiss,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp,  Mr.  Graves,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Branscombe,  and  Mr.  Brian  Branscombe.  The 
total  catch,  however,  was  scarcely  worth  recording, 
and  the  few  dabs  that  were  caught  were,  without 
exception,  hardly  sizeable  fi.sh.  Mr.  Band  fished  for 
a  couple  of  hours  in  the  evening  and  secured  a 
codling,  and  half  a  score  of  pouting.  On  March  7  the 
water  was  e.xceptionally  clear  and  bright,  and  the 
ten  rods  in  position  have  not  yielded  an  equal 
number  of  fish. — ,J.  Richard.son,  B.S.A.S. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  this  week  has  been  all 
that  could  be  desired  for  this  time  of  the  year — 
quite  springlike — and  all  kinds  of  fishing  has  been 
indulged  in.  Rod  fishers  have  been  having  good 
sport  with  the  smelt  off  the  piers  in  the  Millbay 
Docks.  Mackerel  are  getting  more  plentiful  and 
some  good  catches  have  been  reported.  Pollack 
are  still  being  taken,  but  not  in  any  great  numbers. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  include 
mackerel,  pouting,  conger,  atherine  (smelt),  thorn- 
back,  anchovy,  sprat,  dab,  turbot,  brill,  trout, 
salmon,  and  all  shellfish. — William  Heabder. 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair  on  Feb.  2S. 
Two  gentlemen  previously  nominated  for  member- 
ship were  elected.  We  fish  a  "  sides "  match  at 
Harefield  on  March  25.  The  date  of  the  informal 
house  dinner  will  be  announced  later  on.  On 
March  4,  from  the  club  water  at  Harefield,  Mr. 
Loudensach secured  lOJIb.  of  roach  (best,  lib.  4oz.), 
Messrs.  Wood  Barrett,  Goble,  and  Yarham  also 
had  roach ;  and  Messrs.  H.  Adams  and  Braddick 
had  four  jack  each.  Roach  and  chub  may  be  taken 
up  to  the  end  of  March  in  the  Harefield  section 
of  the  society's  fishery  only,  and  the  Uxbridge 
and  Rickmansworth  sections  close  on  the  usual 
date.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
There  were  many  reports  of  fishing,  some  of  them 
quite  unsatisfactory.  Nevertheless,  some  nice  fish 
were  on  view,  the  following  members  having  been 
mora  or  less  successful : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff, 
Thames,  eighteen  dace,  some  being  fine 
specimens,  besides  roach  and  perch ;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Clark,  roach,  chub,  and  perch ;  Mr.  F.  G.  Lee,  two 
jack  from  Taplow ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  six  chub  from 
Wargrave ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  four  dace,  and  Mr.  W. 
Gilbert,  five  roach,  from  Cookham  ;  Mr.  Canton,  a 
nice  batch  of  fifteen  good  roach  from  an  unnamed 
water.  Two  nice  volumes  were  presented  to  the 
library  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Haynes,  and  another  by  Mr. 
Bentley,  both  donors  being  duly  thanked,  as  also 
was  Mr.  T  Gilbert  for  presentation  of  a  very  useful 
meeting-room  tablet.  The  hon.  secretary  and  Mr. 
J.  Dryden  reported  attending  delegate  meeting  of 
Central  Association  on  Monday  last,  when  pro- 
minent amongst  items  discussed  was  the  obnoxious 
Lea  Valley  Bill  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 
which  was  vigorously  denounced  and  steps  taken 
for  further  action  to  prevent  the  scheme  being 
successful.  After  a  discussion  upon  the  subject  of 
bream,  more  especially  the  Pomeranian  variety,  the 
toast  of  the  successful  anglers  and  that  of  the 
C.L.P.S.  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings. Will  members  kindly  note  that  there 
will  be  a  competition  and  supper  at  Wraysbury 
this  Saturday  (March  10),  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  making 
arrangements ;  also  final  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
competition  on  March  13 ;  supper  and  musical 
evening,  March  20 ;  and  lantern  entertainment  by 
Mr,  J.  W.  Grubb  on  March  27 — on  the  last  two 
occasions  ladies  being  invited. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting  on  Tue.sday  last,  when  arrangements  for 
the  dinner  were  completed.  The  date  for  this 
function  has  been  altered  from  March  27  to  Tues- 
day, April  3,  in  order  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
Lord  George  Hamilton,  who  will  preside.  Tickets 


may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  29,  Lana- 
downe-road,  TottenViaiii,  and  members  will  oblige 
by  making  application  for  them  as  early  .as  possible. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  conducted  the  general  meeting 
which  followed,  but  his  task  was  a  comparatively 
light  one  as  most  of  the  work  had  been  done  in  com- 
mittee. Some  good  fishing  reports  came  to  hand, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Gray  taking  201b.  of  good  roach  one 
day,  followed  by  a  catch  of  401b.  the  next 
day.  These  were  all  first-class  fish,  many  of 
them  going  over  one  pound  in  weight  ;  Mr. 
Gill  also  had  some  nice  roach,  and  perch 
up  to  I  jlb.  Mr.  Bowman  had  jack  up  to  71b.,  and 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  took  ten  pike,  largest  71b.,  and 
forty-three  roach,  eleven  scaling  over  IJlb.  each. 
There  wil  1  be  an  o  u  ting,  as  announced,  to  Kelved  on  on 
Saturday  next.  A  report  from  this  fishery  received 
on  Tuesday  shows  the  water  to  be  in  capital  condi- 
tion, and  it  is  hoped  that  some  good  .specimens  will 
bo  secured.  Members  should  bear  in  mind  the 
fixture  for  March  20,  when  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer  will 
road  a  paper  entitled  "  Across  the  Broad  Atlantic 
Forty  Years  Ago."  Members  of  other  angling  clubs 
will  receive  a  cordial  welcome. — -Hon.  Skc. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  presided  on  March  7.  The 
final  match,  which  decided  the  club  championship 
for  this  season,  was  fished  last  week-end  at  Pang- 
bourne.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  the  popular  hon. 
treasurer  of  the  society,  defeating  Mr.  A.  H.  M. 
Greenhill  by  a  narrow  margin  of  points.  Mr.  Att- 
wood, who,  by  the  way,  was  in  the  final  for  the  cham- 
pionship last  season,  received  the  congratulations 
of  his  many  friends  on  securing  thij  coveted 
honour.  A  strong  detachment  of  members  are 
visiting  our  Barford  water  this  week-end  to  make 
one  last  attempt  to  lure  the  large  luce  from  its 
lairs  before  the  close  of  the  general  angling  season  ; 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  has  taken  a  specimen  dace  of 
lljoz.,  and  a  few  nice  roach,  the  largest  being 
1  lb.  O.joz. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
following  members  weighed  in  : — Me-srs.  S.  Stone, 
T.  Stone,  A.  Stone,  F.  Berry  and  Gutteridge,  with  a 
total  of  1031b.  12ioz.— O.  S.  G.,  Sec,  pro  tern. 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 

The  last  competition  of  the  season  was  held  on 
Saturday,  March  3,  at  the  Rye  House,  and  proved 
a  decided  success.  The  brothers  G.  and  Nel. 
Martin  were  the  prize-winners  with  good  roach. 
Host  Abel  put  on  a  capital  dinner  after  the  com- 
petition, and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
deyoted  to  harmony.  Among  those  who  obliged 
were  Messrs.  A.,  E.,  and  C.  Carter,  A.  Povey,  J. 
Cannell,  W.  Eady,  and  S.  Love.  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  April  14, 
at  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  E.C.,  at  7  p.m. 
Visitors  welcome.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  enrol 
new  hon.  members. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  at 
Monday's  meeting,  Colonel  Graham  Gordon  in  the 
chair.  Newbury  had  been  well  patronised  during 
the  week-end,  but  notwithstanding  the  lovely 
weather  {from  a  holiday  maker's  standpoint), 
the  big  pike  made  no  sign.  The  majority  of 
would-be  slayers  of  Esox  returned  absolutely  clean, 
and  only  a  few  small  fish  were  taken.  One  angler 
fished  two  days  without  a  touch,  and  a  second  per- 
former tried  assiduously  for  the  same  time,  and  was 
rewarded  with  thesuspicion  of  a  run,  which,  however, 
yielded  no  result.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  the  most 
successful  angler,  he  having  taken  four  pike  at 
Uxbridge,  best  fish  61b.  8oz.,  on  the  swallow-tail 
bait,  which  latter,  in  Mr.  Hardy's  hands,  has 
proved  an  excellent  killer.  Members  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  a  house  dinner  has 
been  arranged  for  Monday,  March  26,  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant.  A  discussion  will  follow,  the 
subject  for  which  will  be  announced  later  on.  It 
may  also  be  mentioned  that  spring  cleaning  on  a 
somewhat  extensive  scale  will  be  commenced  at 
the  Newbury  headquartiers  at  the  beginning  of 
next  week,  so  that  members  having  rods  and 
other  angling  paraphernalia  there  should  make 
a  point  of  claiming  it,  or  give  instructions  to 
the  House  Committee  with  regard  to  its  care. 
There  is  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of  tackle 
there,  occupying  much  wanted  space,  some  of 
which  doubtless  belongs  to  gentlemen  who  have 
long  left  the  Society.  If  this  notice  should  reach 
their  eye,  they  may,  perhaps,  deem  it  well  to 
remove  it  from  "  The  Cottage." — Hon.  Sec. 
West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

The  above  society  held  the  last  match  of  the 
season  on  March  4  at  Teddington.  Punts  were 
provided  by  Walter  McBride,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
and  successful  dp.y  was  spent,  the  dace  being  on 
feed  and  some  good  bags  taken.    The  prize  pre- 


sented by  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  was  won  by  the  hon 
sec,  Mr.  A.  E.  Jarvis,  who  was  piloted  by  "  Charley  " 
Huntingford,  with  a  catch  of  !)lb.  lOJoz.,  all  dace; 
Mr.  C.  Ashmead  was  second  with  81b.  2o7-.  Othoj- 
winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Lind field,  H.  W.  Dunstall. 
T.  Anthony,  Rodber,  J.  Edmunds,  F.  C.  Williams 
etc. — A.  E.  Jarvis,  Hon.  Sec. 


MIDLAND    RAILWAY  INSTITUTE 
FISHING  CLUB,  DERBY. 


The  annual  social  gathering  of  this  important 
Midland  counties  club  took  place  at  the  Midland 
Railway  Institute  on  March  2,  Mr.  Guy  Grimot,  the 
newly  appointed  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company,  presiding.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  the  chairman,  who  had  been 
invited  to  act  as  president  of  the  club,  in  succession 
to  Mr,  E  W.  Wells,  who  had  held  that  position 
for  some  years,  expressed  the  pleasure  he  would 
have  in  accepting  that  office.  A  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  E.  W.  Wells  referring  to  his  happy  connec- 
tion with  the  members  and  committee  of  manage- 
ment. Mr.  Granet  remarked  that  he  himself  was  "  a 
bit  of  a  fisherman,"  and  facetiously  referred  to  the 
general  belief  in  the  mendacity  of  the  fraternity  of 
fishermen,  and  said  ho  was  unsympathetic  with  the 
person  who  could  go  ou  t  among  the  beauties  and  quiet 
of  Nature  wi  thout  being  benefited  both  physically  and 
mentally.  The  evening's  entertainment  comprised 
a  substantial  supper,  and  a  remarkably  excellent 
musical  programme.  About  200  of  the  members 
and  supporters  of  the  club  were  present,  and  a 
most  en  j  oyable  time  was  spent.  The  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bannister,  who  has  held  the  position  for 
years,  referred  to  the  probability  of  this  year 
being  the  first  since  his  connection  with  the 
society  when  an  adverse  balance  sheet  would 
be  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  members; 
but  he  hoped  the  unavoidable  reasons  for  such 
would  disappear.  He  also  announced  the  ac- 
quisition of  further  river  water  in  the  Dove,  near 
Tutbury,  as  an  incentive  for  keeping  up  the  mem- 
bership. The  toasts  "  Success  to  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Institute  Fishing  Club  "  by  the  Chairman,  the 
"Visitors"  by  Mr.  T.  Jordan,  the  "Artistes"  by 
Mr.  C.  Birch  Thorpe,  were  suitably  responded  to. 
The  following  contributed  to  an  excellent  pro- 
gramme :— Messrs.  E.  Taylor,  J.  H.  Knipe,  Cecil 
Zambra,  Leonard  Stokes,  William  Daltry,  G. 
Mallory,  C.  A.  Pinder,  B.  Saxton,  etc. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


There  was  little  business  to  dispose  of  at  the 
meeting  on  March  7,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Hindley  in  the 
chair  quickly  disposed  of  that  little.  Fishing  re- 
ports almost  nil.  The  secretary  again  urged  mem- 
bers to  be  quick  and  take  their  tickets  for  the 
dinner,  also  to  send  up  specimens  of  fish  to  add  to 
those  already  preserved  in  the  society's  museum, 
which  was  increasing  fast.  A  "  straight  pull  revolv- 
ing beam  paternoster,"  sent  up  from  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  was  handed  round  and  much  criticised. 
The  news  that  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  preserve 
the  purity  of  the  river  at  Bridport  was  received 
with  .satisfaction.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
W.  Senior,  expressing  regret  at  being  kept  away 
from  his  old  friend  "Sarcelle's"  paper. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  then  took  the  "  social  "  chair, 
and  making  well-deserved  reference  to  the  affection 
and  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Charles  A.  Payton 
was  held  ,  by  all  members,  called  upon  him  to 
read  the  promised  paper  upon  his  "Rambles 
and  Reminiscences."  And  this  he  did  with 
fire  and  energy,  holding  his  audience  enthral- 
led during  the  greater  part  of  a  long  evening. 
For  they  had  before  them  one  who,  nearing  the 
end  of  life,  was  possessed  by  all  the  warm  enthusiasm 
and  vigour  of  youth,  still  desirous  and  able  to 
make  use  of  life  for  his  own  great  joy,  and  to  com- 
municate from  that  brimming  overjoy  happiness  to 
others.  For  his  has  been  a  strenuous  life  in  many 
climes,  and  as  H.B.M.  Consular  representative,  now 
at  Calais,  but  erstwhile  at  other  places  abroad,  his 
opportunities  have  been  great,  and  he  has  used  them. 
And  fishing,  always  fishing,  as  he  plaintively  said, 
but  catching,  always  catching,  his  auditors  thought. 
His  reminiscences  of  rambles  swept  on  as  a  flood. 
The  recollections  of  the  Yorkshire  coast  half  a 
century  ago,  its  scenery  and  wild  life,  and  the  rocks 
and  bays  where  he  fished,  with  a  rod,  be  it  noted, 
were  scarcely  before  his  audience,  when,  hey, 
presto !  they  were  transported  up  the  German 
Rhine  and  its  tributaries  to  a  different  form  of 
angling — California  in  the  sixties — before  the  day  of 
the  capture  of  the  huge  tarpon  and  tunny  in  1871 
at  Table  Bay — five  years'  soft  and  saltwater  angling 
on  the  Cornish  coast  —  scenes  familiar  to  his 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming^  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  iLVOXX)  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 

28,   inrincli.conAlbe  Sti^eet, 


Durham  Ranger 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  ^W- 
DE8CRIPTI0N  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,   Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods, 


Jock  Scott 


The  best  and   most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  l^nown  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "  Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  Cheltenham.  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 


NOTICE. 


WYERS  FRERES 


Celebrated 


NG  TACKLE. 


the  request  of  many  CUSTOMERS  and 
FRIENDS  in  the  CITY  OF  LONDON 
and  District, 

WYERS  FRERES 

have  decided  to  have  a 

STOCK  OF  TACKLE  ON 

SALE  IN  THE  CITY 

for  a  short  time  only.  Full  particulars  next 
week. 


TACKLE  DIRECT  FROM  THE^MAKERS  TO  THE  ANGLER. 
cATALocuEs.         CONTINENTAL  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 


POST  FREE,  FROM 
Telephone  :  23  Redditch, 


Manager,  ALBERT  SMITH. 


BIBURY  FISHERY, 

iVf*.  FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

A   large  quantity  of  well-grown 

BROWN  &  RAINBOW  TROUT  YEARLINGS, 

mainly  naturally  fed. 

Apply,  A.  SEVERN. 


///////////, 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price 


For  HEADACHE, 
For  BILIOUSNESS, 
For  INDIGESTION, 
For  TORPID  LIVER, 
For  CONSTIPATION, 
For  the  COMPLEXION 


Purely 
Vegetable 


Write  for 


ur  Bookie'.  "  Character  Readings  by  Handwriting-,"  free,  46  Holbcrn  \"i)duct.  London.  J 


Genuine  must  have  signature 


PROUrS  DUBBIN 

 -ri    will  WATERPROOF.  SOFTEN,  and 

n»r\nim  PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING 
flVUU^j    SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS 

Item's] 
IDBBI 


Sample  per  po«t 


rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
T)iplom»  awarded,  PisheriA«' 
Bxliibitton,  ISas. 
Gold   Medal,   Capetown,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  *u 

Sd.|  Sd.i    1/-.    1/6    PKB  BOL 


3  Itampe.    FBOUT.  Sfi.  Beak  Bt..  I.on<lon,  W. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  applicatiuri. 
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hearers,  but  for  that  very  reason  nice  to  hear  of 
from  so  sympathetic  a  relator. 

And  then,  from  the  rocka  and  grej''  skies  of 
Cornwall  to  the  sunny  south — the  Moroccan  coast- — 
Mr.  Payton  then  painted  so  pretty  a  picture, 
coloured,  too,  with  all  the  vivid  tints  that  his 
observant  eye  had  noted,  and  his  marvellous 
memory  retained,  that  men  began  to  fidget  and 
wonder  why  it  was  not  possible  to  transport 
themselves  to  Mogador  and  Mazagan,  bask  in  the 
sun,  breathe  the  clear  air,  meet  new  men  and — yes, 
it  must  be  said,  cafcli  much  fish.  They  listened  to 
the  list  and  longed.  The  blue  Atlantic  gave  him  bass 
(plenty),  grey  and  red  mullet,  skate,  conger,  the  snaky 
mora-na,  mackerel,  scad,  John  Dory,  shad,  bonita, 
and  the  great  maigro  or  azlinzah,  tunny,  plenty  of 
dogfish,  and  the  blue  and  hammor-hoaded  sharks, 
sea-bream,  gurnard,  garfish,  pouting,  hake,  fine 
soles  and  turbot,  and  the  sardine  and  anchovy, 
the  latter  a  fine  bait  for  bass — a  fine  mess  of  fijih 
truly — of  this  latter  boatsful  wore  taken,  indeed, 
upon  one  occasion  it  became  necessary  to  charter 
two  donkeys  to  take  them  home.  Of  course,  said  he, 
we  could  not  rival  Ballycotton  exploits,  but  let  drop 
incidentally  that  he  once  saw  turmy  weighing  half- 
a-ton  driven  ashore  and  captured  by  the  boatmen. 

Descriptions  of  soldiers,  their  weapons — one  of 
which,  a  most  wicked  looking  knife,  was  handed 
round  :  the  public  executioner  removed  heads  with 
it  in  two  strokes,  cut  meat  and  even  corns,  its 
sharpness  indeed  almost  fitted  it  for  use  as  a  razor. 
Their  long  gas-pipe  guns,  their  utterly  irresponsible 
use  of  them,  and  an  account  of  his  numeirous 
escapes  from  death  and  injury  by  them  filled  up 
the  picture,  some  domestic  scenes  of  the  writer's 
family  experience  giving  the  homelike  touch  to 
what  otherwise  was  weird  and  startling.  The 
record  of  a  well-earned  holiday  in  Scotland,  fishing 
again,  brought  this  good  paper  to  an  end. 

But  the  practical  angler  would  have  his  say. 
Mr.  Payton  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  in  fish- 
ing in  depths  of  from  fifteen  to,  say,  forty  fathoms, 
one  cou'd  do  as  well  without  a  rod,  but, 
capiantur  arundine  pisces,  rod  defender  after 
rod  defender  arose  and  urged  instances  where 
the  rod  had  beaten  the  hand-line  even  at  these 
depths.  Mr.  Payton's  good  -  humoured  reply 
that  he  had  only  been  giving  his  reminiscences 
appeased  the  Manes  of  the  Rod,  and  the  occasion 


was  seized  by  Mr.  Hemming  to  propose  and  carry 
a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Payton, 
expressing  the  hope  that  next  year  would  bring  him 
across  tlie  Channel  as  brimful  of  health  and  energy 
as  ever. 

The  subject  for  next  Wednesday  is  a  paper  on 
the  "North  Sea  Fisheries,"  by  Mr.  Hubert  Bass. 
Mr.'.M.  F.  Blake's  name  was  unfortunately  omitted 
in  last  week's  report  of  the  election  of  the  new 
committee.  H.  P. 


THAMES  TROUTING. 
By  Feancis  Francis. 


Or  all  the  popular  swindles  which  from  time  to 
time  engross  the  public  attention,  there  is  none 
equal  to  the  Thames  trout.  Long  ago,  disgusted 
with  the  futility  of  going  out  in  a  punt  at  eight 
shillings  a  day,  "  wittles  "  and  drink,  without  a  scale 
to  show  for  jour  pains,  I  gave  it  up,  and  said,  "No 
more  at  present  from  yours  affectionately."  And  I 
should  not  have  troubled  the  Thames  trout  this 
time,  only  I  wanted  to  go  and  see  what  sort  of  a 
place  my  friend  Parker  had  put  his  head  into  ;  and 
so,  as  I  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  plentiful- 
ness  of  the  trout.  Maidenhead  and  Bray  way,  I 
determined  to  let  myself  out  for  a  day  or  two  for 
the  nmui^ement  of  the  trout.  I,  of  course,  never 
expected  to  land  one ;  but,  as  my  luck  at  Winchester 
had  turned,  I  fancied  perhaps  the  Thames  might 
turn  round  too.  But  the  screw  between  old  Father 
Thames  ond  me  was  apparently  too  loose  to  be 
tightened,  for,  after  a  capital  time  for  everybody 
else,  no  sooner  did  I  arrange  to  go  than  the  rain 
began,  and  as  soon  as  I  got  to  Bray  the  water  began 
to  rise  and  thicken,  and,  of  course,  every  trout  was 
on  the  shift,  and  one  couldn't  tell  where  to  find 
them.  The  first  day  resulted  in  one  rise  from  a  two 
or  three  pound  fish,  after  the  fly  had  gone  over  him. 
In  the  evening  the  water  was  lower,  and  looked  like 
clearing ;  so  I  re.?olved  to  stay  the  next  day,  as  the 
rain,  beyond  very  slight  showers,  appeared  to  be 
over.  I  suppose  it  must  have  rained  far  up,  how- 
ever, for  the  next  day  the  river  began  to  get  a  sickly 
green  colour,  and  kept  rising  all  day,  and  I  didn't 
even  get  a  rise  after  the  fly  was  past.  I  sat  over  a 
good  trout  we  saw  the  day  before  at  Bray  weir  for 
four  hours,  till  I  went  to  sleep  ;  but,  of  course,  my 


presence  was  quite  enough  to  send  him  off  howling, 
for  he  never  appeared.  Then  I  shifted  to  another 
stream,  in  which  two  trout  had  been  feeding  from 
time  to  time  all  the  afternoon ;  but  they  never 
showed  after  that.  I  knew  they  wouldn't,  so  I  did 
my  two  days  on  the  mill,  once  more  cursed  the 
Thames  trout,  and  turned  my  back  upon  that  dirty 
old  curmudgeon  of  a  Papa  Thames. 

But  to  those  who  are  on  good  terms  with  him,  and 
whose  iortune  is  not  too  adverse,  friend  Parker's 
little  retreat  at  Bray  will  be  found  everyway  con- 
venient. The  house,  too,  is  delightful,  and  a  man 
must  be  as  cross-grained  as  Father  T.  himself  to 
find  anything  to  grumble  at.  There  are  half  a  dozen 
fish,  three  of  them  very  good  ones,  and  one  severe 
one  within  a  stone's  tlirow  of  his  lawn,  so  one 
needn't  go  far  to  practise  the  art  of  spinning  or  fly- 
fishing ;  and  I  saw  three  or  four  fish  down  at  Bray 
weir ;  and,  if  the  water  were  in  order  and  the  fisher- 
man tricky,  he  ought  to  get  among  them.  One 
thing,  too,  I  noticed  which  speaks  very  well  for  the 
efforts  of  that  capital  association  which  they  have 
there,  and  which  is  certainly  the  most  practical  of 
all  of  them,  and  that  is,  that  their  efTorts  in  turning 
in  good-sized  fish  are  most  successful.  I  saw  a  good 
many  two  and  three  pounders,  which  is  an  excellent 
sign,  and  I  mean,  as  soon  as  I  can  give  time  to  it, 
to  concert  measures  with  Mr.  Lewis  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  grayling,  for  there  is  no  water  on  the 
Thames  whore  they  would  naturalise  better. 

By  the  way,  while  fishing  I  saw  a  great  many 
Green  Drakes  out  along  with  a  great  stock  of  Alder. 
The  Green  Drake  seems  unusually  early.  My  friend 
Parker  is  an  entomologist,  and  collects  pupse,  etc., 
of  butterflies ;  and  he  tells  me  that  he  expects  an 
early  season,  for  most  of  these  are  a  fortnight  more 
forward  than  usual,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  we 
may  get  an  early  May  Fly,  Those  whom  this  con- 
corns,  therefore,  had  better  look  out,  and  not  delay 
their  arrangements. — Fishing  Gazette,  May  24,  1878. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  and  Provincial  Angling  Clubs  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  urge  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy in  framing  new  bye-laws  to  considerably 
increase  their  sizes  of  fish  for  the  future  Thames 
standard,  also  to  adopt  many  good  iproposals 
concerning  the  bait  catching  troubles,  etc. 


LONDON& NORTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY 


QUICKEST  AND  MOST  COMFOETABLE  ROUTE 


BETWEEN 


(EUSTON) 


BIRMINGHAM,   LEAMINGTON,  SHREWSBURY, 
MANCHESTER,  LIVERPOOL,  IRELAND,  and  the  NORTH. 

Breakfast,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining;  Cars  are  run  on  the  principal  trains 
between  London  and  Birmingham,  Wolveiharapton,  Holyhead,  Manchester,  Liverpool  and 
Fleetwood. 

Passengers'  Luggage  collected,  forwarded  in  advance,  and  delivered  at  destination  at 
a  chaige  of  Is.  per  package. 

Sleeping  Saloons,  fitted  with  every  modern  convenience,  are  provided  on  the  principal 
night  trains. 

Rugs  and  Pillows  for  Passengers. — Pillows  and  Rugs  may  be  obtained  at  the  principal 
stations  by  passengers  travelling  by  the  night  trains.   Charge,  Sixpence  for  each  Rug  or  Pillow. 

Omnibuses  are  provided  for  Family  Parties  at  London  (Euston),  Liverpool  (Lime  Street 
and  Edge  Hill),  and  Manchester  (LondoiJ  Road  and  Exchange). 


WEST  COAST  (ROYAL  MAIL)  ROUTE  between 

ENOLANID    ana  SCOTLAND. 

LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  in  8  hours  ;  GLASGOW  in  8  hours  ; 
ABERDEEN  in  11 J  hours;   INVERNESS  in  13  hours. 


CORRIDOR  TRAINS 


With  Refreshment  and  Dining  Cars  attached, 
for  1st  and  3rd  Class  Passengers,  run  between 
LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  (Princes  Street)  and  GLASGOW  (Central). 

Euston  Station,  London,  N.\V.  FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

1906.  General  Manager. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

ANGLERS  SHOXJLI>  VISIT 

THE  NOTED  SEA   FISHERIES  OF 


WEYMOUTH, 
EXETER, 
DAWLI8H, 
DARTMOUTH, 


SLAPTON  LAKE, 
PLYMOUTH, 
LOOE, 
POLPERRO, 


FOWEY, 
MEVAGISSEY, 
FALMOUTH, 
PENZANCE. 


ALSO  the  NUMEROUS  FISHING  STATIONS  on  the 
UPPER    REACHES    OF    THE  THAMES. 


TOURIST  ana 
WEEK-END  TICKETS. 


DIRECT  ROUTE  to 

PRINCIPAL  FISHING  STATIONS. 


Fur  full  particulars,  send  a  postcard  to  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Paddington  Station,  W. 

JAMES   C.   INGI.IS,  General  Manager. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA, 

Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  -   -  = 

LONDON. 


first-class.  Renowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day 

GORDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 

Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London." 


lYT.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink, 
Koach     ...      Is.  6d.  )      Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2s.  Od.  I   White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  ed.  [  Green 
Salmon   ...      4s.  Qd.  I        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  <fec.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals :  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
lletail,  and  for  Export. 


H.  jroHM^SOM, 

GUT  MERCHANT. 

.Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 

fine,  medium,  and  st-onj.',  and  see  (Juality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 
13  in.,  2/6  ;  15 in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  tine,  16  in.,  2/6; 
18 in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  ftUAIITY,  1  yard,  1/4  ; 

2  yards,  2/6 ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6 ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

jjcr  1,000. 

THE  TKAliE  SlPl'I.IED. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


THEATRES. 

HAYMARKET.  —  Every  Evening  at 
8.30.  THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGS- 
BURY. A  Comedy  in  Four  Acts,  from  the 
French  of  Georges  Berr.  By  Cosmo  Gordon 
Lennox.  Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Cosmo 
Gordon  Lennox,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Miss  Fanny 

Brough,  and  Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

WALDORF  THEATRE.— Lessees,  the 
Messrs.  Sliubert.  Every  Evening  at  8.30. 
SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQUER,  in  which  ilr. 
Cyril  Maude,  .Miss  Winifred  Emery,  Mr.  Paul 
Arthur,  Mrs.  Calvert,  Mr.  Sydney  Brough,  and 
Miss  Beatrice  Ferrar  will  appear. 
Matinees  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  2.30. 
Box  Office  10  to  10.    Tel.,  3830  Gerrard.  

QT.   JAMES'S.  —  GEORGE  ALEX- 

ANDER,  Every  Evening  at  8  sharp,  in  a 
new  Comedy,  HIS  HOUSE  IN  ORDER.  By 
A.  W.  PiLero.     Mr.  Geor^'e  Alexander,  Miss 
Irene   \aiil)rugh    (by  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Charles  Frohman). 
ilatinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2. 
Box_Omce  10  to^O.  JTel.  3903  Gerrard. 
APOLLO.— MR.  POPPLE  (of  Ipple- 
^    ton).     Henry  Lowenfeld,  sole  Proprietor. 
Tom  B.  Davis,  sole  Lessee  and  Manager.  Eveiy 
Evening  at  8.0.    Matinee  every  Saturday,  2.15. 
MR  POPPLE  (of  Ippleton).    A  Comedy  with 
.Music,  written  and  composed  by  Paul  Rubens. 

 Mr.  G.  P.  Huntley.    .Miss  Ethel  Irving.  

MEW  THEATRE.  —  Proprietor,  Sir 
-Li  Charles  Wyndham.  Under  the  Manage- 
ment of  Julia  Neilson  and  Fred  Terry.  Every 
Evening  At  8.1.'i.  THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 
Box-Offlce  open  10  to  10. 

Telephone,  2473  Gerrard. 
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,      ^oic5  from  t^c  ^od!^. 

t     On  Saturday  last  the  leonine  appearance  of  March 
i  entirely  disappeared.    It  was  spring  in  reality.  We 
i  could  hardly  believe  our  senses.    Yet  there  was  the 
fly  in  full  force  and  the  trout  feeding  ravenously. 

Last  week  there  was  more  curling  than  angling  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  such  like 
streams,  but  now  matters  are  the  other  way  about, 
and  the  salmon  and  trout  are  the  objects  of  most 
interest. 


Some  fine  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  made  on 
the  Ellon  Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne,  on  Monday, 
creeling  some  twenty  fish,  heaviest  about  1  lb. 


On  the  TJgie,  one  day  last  week,  Mr.  Smith  creeled 
from  the  Bavenscraig  pot  thirty-three  finnock, 
scaling  as  many  pounds.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Aberdeen, 
had  three  on  the  Bronnie,  a  tributary  of  the  Ythan, 
BCaUng  4lb. 

The  brown  trout  on  the  earlier  portions  of  the 
Don,  Deveron,  and  such  like  streams  are  in  very 
fair  condition,  well  shaped,  and  showing  all  the 
advantages  of  an  open  season  and  plenty  to  "oome 
and  go  "  on.  However,  they  are  never  long  out  of 
condition. 


The  North  Esk  has  been  yielding  grand  "  kelt 
sport  "  since  the  opening.  One  Forfar  rodsman  had 
six  on  March  2,  but  no  clean  fish.  Mr.  Coutts  and 
his  staff  have  been  doing  good  work  ihere.  Since 
he  took  charge  it  has  been  "hands  off"  with  the 
poaching  fraternity. 

Captain  Quintin  Dick  had  eleven  fish  last  week 
on  the  Woodend  Dee  water,  and  five  of  them  on 
March  2.  Many  of  the  other  anglers,  both  above 
and  below,  spent  the  most  of  their  time  on  the  ice 
curling. 


The  Dee  rose  a  foot  on  March  4,  and  three  feet 
on  March  5,  when  the  salmon  began  to  run  up  as 
they  have  not  as  yet  done  since  the  opening  of 
the  season.  In  an  hour  the  Poweries'  netsmen 
i  had  seventeen  fine  fish — as  many  as  they  had  the 
whole  of  last  week. 


The  Alexandra  and  Dunkeld  are  the  leading 
finnock  flies,  the  March  Brown  and  Hare's  Ear 
with  Greenwell's  Glory  the  yellow  trout  fancies, 
and  will  hold  good  into  April.    Special  Scotch. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Veey  interesting  is  the  fifteenth  annual  report 
of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.  The  committee 
first  congratulate  the  society  in  once  again  being  in 
occupation  of  headquarters.  Mr.  J.  J.  Sallmayer 
(the  lessee  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium)  has  gratui- 
tously placed  a  room  admirably  suited  for  that 
purpose  at  the  service  of  the  society,  and  the  com- 
mittee trust  that  the  new  headquarters  will  be  the 
means  of  forwarding  the  interests  of  the  society 
and  its  members.  To  show  the  society's  gratitude 
to  Mr.  J.  J.  Sallmayer,  members  are  requested  to 
contribute  live  fish  to  help  stock  the  Aquarium  tanks. 
Mr.  Sallmayer  has  agreed  to  issue  season  tickets  to 
members  at  53.  each,  which  will  admit  holder  to 
the  Aquarium  at  any  time  the  building  is  open. 
All  applications  for  such  tickets  to  be  made  through 
the  hon.  secretary.  The  room  set  apart  for  the 
headquarters  is  approached  from  the  shooting 
gallery  at  the  east  end  of  the  building,  up  the  steps 
leading  to  the  emergency  exit. 

The  report,  continuing,  is  as  follows : — "  The 
Trout  Fly  Water  at  Horsted  Keynes  has  proved 
to  be  a  great  success,  the  trout  rising  well  and 
members  being  rewarded  by,  on  many  occasions, 
the  full  day's  limit.  An  additional  600  takable 
trout,  salmo  fario,  have  been  purchased  and  put 
into  the  lake.  Members  can  therefore  antici- 
pate good  aport  in  the  coming  season.  Through 
the  kind  generosity  of  one  of  the  vice-presidents, 
Mr.  W.  L.  Christie,  J.P.,  the  three  lakes  at  Plashett 
Park,  Isfield,  have  been  a.dded  to  the  list  of  waters 
available  to  members  for  fishing.  The  season's  pike 
fishing  has  been  good  upon  the  society's  waters, 
specimen  fish  of  the  following  weights  having  been 
captured  .—Two  of  2ijlb.  ;  others,  19|lb.,  181b., 
17§lb.,  16|lb.,  12Jlb.,  and  many  smaller  ones. 
The  society's  challenge  shield  has  been  awarded  to 
Mr.  F.  Mascall  for  his  specimen  pike  of  21^1b. 
Good  tench  fishing  has  also  been  obtained  at  Broad- 
hnrst  Manor  Farm  Ponds,  many  fish  being  over 
31b.  in  weight.  Good  carp  have  been  captured  at 
Cuckfield  Park  up  to  8^1  b.  in  weight.  Some  con- 
siderable outlay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  repairs 
and  purchctsea  of  boats.    During  the  year  three 


new  boats  have  been  purchased  and  placed  one  on 
each  of  the  waters  at  Pond  Lye,  Horsted  Keynes,  and 
Plashett  Park.  Hearty  congratulations  are  offered 
to  one  of  our  vice-presidents,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton, 
M.P.,  upon  his  appointment  as  Postmaster-General 
During  the  year  your  committee  have  also  had  the 
opportunity  of  congratulating  one  of  its  members, 
Mr.  James  Colbourne,  upon  his  attaining  the 
honourable  position  of  Chief  Magistrate  to  the 
Borough  of  Brighton.  The  society's  thanks  are 
due  to  him,  who,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  John  S. 
Lee,  so  ably  fulfils  the  duties  of  honorary  auditors 
The  society's  collection  of  specimens  will  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  Sussex  Corridor  at  the  Aquarium 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  our  President  (the  Marquis 
of  Abergavenny),  the  vice-presidents,  and  also  to 
Sir  Merrik  Burrell,  Captain  C.  Sergison,  J.P.,  and 
Messrs.  W.  L.  Christie,  J.P.,  R.  A.  Bevan,  J.P., 
G.  M.  Maryon  Wilson,  J. P.,  C.  E.  Kempe,  and  L 
Breitraeyer,  for  the  angling  facilities  afforded  to  our 
members ;  to  the  London,  Brighton,  and  South 
Coast  Railway  Company ;  and  to  those  members 
who  loan  their  specimens  to  the  society's  collection." 

The  report  is  signed,  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
by  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  GUlam,  the  zealous  hon.  secretary- 


MALVERN  ANGLERS. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  above 
association  was  held  recently  at  the  Royal  Oak  Inn, 
Malvern  Link.  There  was  not  a  large  attendance, 
but  the  majority  of  the  members  not  present  had 
previously  approved  and  signed  the  resolutions 
which  were  passed  during  the  evening.  Mr.  John 
Newell  was  voted  to  the  chair.  The  hon.  secretary 
and  foimder  of  the  association  (Mr.  Louis  F.  Higgs) 
said  it  was  with  the  deepest  regret  he  had  to  record 
in  his  annual  report  that  .the  harmony  and  good- 
fellowship  which  had  for  many  years  existed 
among  the  members  had  at  last  been  rudely 
broken,  and  for  the  last  few  months  the  members 
had  been  divided  into  two  parties  —  the  one 
party  .being  eleven  members  of  the  executive  led 
by  the  assistant  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  S.  Griffiths; 
the  other  being  the  president,  vice-president,  him- 
self, and  the  other  thirty  members.  This  unfortu- 
nate state  of  things  had  been  brought  about 
through  the  minority  refusing  to  renew  to  the  Wor- 
cester Angling  Society  and  the  St.  John's  Amateur 
Angling  Association  the  privilege  of  having  a  half- 
day  contest  on  the  association's  fishing  at  Leigh, 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  St.  J ohn's  Club,  had  been 
an  annual  event  for  years.  This  action  was  agreed 
to  at  a  meeting  of  the  executive  in  August  last, 
when  lOnly  ten  of  the  executive  were  present,  and 
those  ten  of  their  present  eleven.  They  had 
previously  |  threatened  to  do  so,  although  he 
had  warned  them  that  the  general  body  of 
members  would  not  countenance  such  unsports- 
manlike conduct ;  they  refused  to  grant  the 
privilege,  their  own  reason  being  that  they 
were  not  going  to  have  any  more  Worcester  men  on 
their  water  —  there  were  too  many  in  the  club 
already.  He  then  informed  them  they  could  make 
up  their  minds  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  they 
would  cease  to  be  members  of  the  association.  The 
hon.  secretary  at  this  point  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  association  is  really  Malvern  in  name  only,  more 
than  half  of  the  members  residing  at  a  distance, 
and  pointed  out  how  difficult  it  was,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  get  a  meeting  of  the  members 
sufficiently  large  in  number  to  out-vote  any  unde- 
sirable action  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the  local 
members.  This  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive (who,  with  the  exception  of  three,  are  local 
members,  and  together  number  eighteen)  a  power 
which  the  general  body  of  members  never  intended 
them  to  have.  He  had  laid  before  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  at 
Birmingham  the  whole  of  the  facts,  together  with 
the  correspondence  and  the  club  books,  and  they 
unanimously  agreed  that  his  section  of  the  members 
must  be  recognised  as  the  Malvern  Association  of 
Anglers,  and  could  deal  with  the  minority  as  they 
thought  fit. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  proposed, 
seconded,  and  carried  unanimously : — 

"That  this  meeting  place  on  record  their  full 
approval  of  the  action  taken  by  the  hon.  secretary 
(Mr.  Higgs)  in  the  recent  unpleasantness  with  a 
section  of  the  members,  such  action  being  taken 
with  the  approval  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
members,  and  that  this  resolution  be  the  authority 
to  the  hon.  secretary  to  refuse  to  renew  the 
membership  of  those  members  who  took  an  active 
part  in  or  were  the  cause  of  the  trouble  by  their 
despicable  and  unsportsmanlike  conduct." 

Mr.  Higgs  then  explained  why  the  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Malvern  Link,  instead 
of  at  the  Star  Inn,  North  Malvern,  and  the  explana- 
tion was  considered  in  every  way  satisfactory. 


The  following  resolution  was  then  proposed, 
seconded,  and  carried  unanimously:  — 

"  That  the  headquarters  of  the  association  shall 
be  transferred,  and  in  future  bo  termed  '  office  of  the 
association,'  and  that  same  be  at  20,  Bridge-street, 
Worcester  (tho  hon.  secretary's  office),  and  that  all 
meetings,  smoking  concerts,  dinners,  etc.,  shall  be 
held  alternately  at  the  Royal  Oak  Inn  and  the 
Beauchamp  Arras,  Malvern  Link." 

The  hon.  secretary  reported  that  the  lease 
of  fishing  rights  at  Hanley  Castle  from  Sir  Ed- 
mund Lechmere  would  be  renewed.  He  had 
also  pleasure  in  saying  that  no  charge  would 
be  made  in  the  case  of  Sherridge  Pool.  Mr. 
F.  Paget  Norbury  had  written  him  that  the 
leakage  had  been  stopped,  and  new  nettmg  put 
at  the  outlet,  and  the'pool  was  now  bank  full.  He 
had  recently  placed  in  the  pool  nearly  .500  grand 
roach,  etc.,  all  large  fish,  many  of  them  weighing 
nearly  1  lb.  each.  Dealing  with  matters  relating, to 
finance,  the  belongings  of  the  association,  etc.,  the 
following  resolution  was  proposed,  seconded,  and 
carried  unanimously : — 

"  That  Mr.  John  Newell  and  Mr.  F.  Fillmore  be 
appointed  to  audit  the  books  and  accounts  for  the 
past  year,  and  that  a  general  meeting  be  held  on 
Monday,  March  5,  at  the  Beauchamp  Arms  Hotel, 
Malvern  Link,  to  receive  the  balance  sheet  and 
discuss  the  financial  position  and  possibilities  of  the 
association  generally,  and  to  transact  any  other 
business  arising  thereout  or  otherwise." 

The  meeting  next  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
the  officers  and  committee  for  1906 :  President,  Sir 
Edmund  Lechmere,  Bart. ;  vice-president,  Mr. 
Alfred  Baldwin,  M.P.,  Dr.  H.  E.  Dixey,  Mr.  H.  Orr- 
Ewing  (re-elected),  Mr.  Stephen  Smith  being  also 
elected ;  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  Louis  F, 
Higgs  (re-elected) ;  Mr.  F.  Fillmore  was  elected 
assistant  hon.  secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  S.  Griffiths. 
Messrs.  J.  Newell  and  F.  Fillmore  were  elected 
auditors.  The  hon.  secretary  was  re-elected  to 
represent  the  association  on  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association.  The  election  of  the  committee  was 
left  over  to  the  next  meeting,  when  the  rules  also 
will  be  revised. 


WREXHAM  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Wrexham  and 
District  Angling  Association  was  held  recently  at 
the  Lion  Hotel,  Wrexham,  Mr.  E.  Robertshaw 
presiding.  The  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  H.  Gillespie)  in 
his  annual  report  stated  that  twelve  outings  were 
held  during  the  season.  The  old  and  much  dis- 
cussed question  of  the  River  Alyn  had  now  reached 
its  final  stage.  The  lease  had  already  been  signed 
by  several  of  the  owners  who  granted  the  association 
permission  to  fish  their  respective  portions  of  the 
river,  and  was  now,  and  had  been,  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  agents  for  several  weeks,  but  they  hoped 
to  have  it  completed  in  the  near  future.  The 
periodical  patrols  of  Pickhill  Brook  had  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  several  persons  who  were  not 
members  fishing  the  brook.  During  the  past  year 
they  had  affiliated  themselves  with  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association.  By  this  means  members  were 
enabled,  on  receiving  their  railway  card,  to  travel 
to  the  majority  of  fishing  stations  at  greatly  reduced 
fares.  This  should  prove  a  great  benefit  to  the 
association.  The  following  prizes  were  won  during 
the  year  : — Specimen  trout,  Mr.  Thos.  Cooper  ;  pike 
(Major  Leadbetter's  prize),  Mr.  H.  Gillespie ; 
specimen  pike  (club  prize),  Mr.  T.  Hargreaves ; 
perch,  Mr.  T.  Hargreaves  ;  roach,  Mr.  J.  E.  Foster ; 
eel,  Mr.  J.  E.  Foster ;  rudd,  Mr.  T.  Hargreaves. 
Pike  were  also  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Wagstaffe 
(81b.  12oz.),  and  Mr.  T.  T.  Richards  (71b.  lOoz.). 
He  also  wislied  to  heartily  thank  the  assistant 
secretary  (Mr.  W.  Stanley  Williams)  for  the  share 
he  had  taken  in  carrying  out  the  work  during  the 
season.  The  hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  A.  Kant  Jones) 
presented  his  annual  report,  which  showed  that  the 
year's  receipts  amounted  to  £42  7s.  3d.,  and  after 
paying  all  expenses,  which  were  this  year  exception- 
ally heavy,  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  £4  8s. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  retiring 
officers  for  their  work  during  the  year.  Major 
Leadbetter  was  re-elected  president,  and  the  follow.- 
ing  vice-presidents  were  also  re-elected : — Sir  Henry 
Robertson,  the  Hon.  G.  T.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Hugh  Peel, 
Mr.  Oliver  Ormrod,  Captain  McNab,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Jarman,  Mr.  T.  A.  Acton,  Mr.  P.  Macara-Meredith, 
Mr.  E.  Robertshaw,  Mr.  L.  Roe-Browne,  Mr.  F. 
Beirne,  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Tophani.  Messrs.  W.  Stanley 
Williams  and  P.  M.  Jarman  were  elected  joint  hon. 
secretaries,  Mr.  L.  Ashworth  hon.  treeisurer,  and 
Mr.  P.  H.  Hayes  hon.  auditor.  Votes  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  for  presiding  and  to  Mr.  S.  R. 
Johnson  ;  for  the  use  of  the  room  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close. 
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^offings  bp  il}C  iUap. 

This  is  the  season  for  good-sized  cod.  One  was 
laid  to  rest  on  a  slab  in  the  Central  Fish  Market 
last  week  reputed  to  weigh  GOjlb.  I  didn't  see  it, 
but  I  believe  it.  Big  gooseberries  and  sea-serpents 
are  not  "  in"  just  yet,  but  "  periwinkles  "  are  very 
fine  and  large.  I  was  told  of  one  that  would  not  go 
into  a  half- pint  tankard.  When  I  said  I  had  seen 
one  at  Mr.  Taylor's  (Craig's)  restaurant  in  Floot- 
street  which  would  not  go  into  a  quart  pot,  I  was 
reminded  of  a  "  terminological  inexactitude."  Bo 
that  as  it  may,  a  winkle  and  a  quart  pot  have  been 
standing  on  a  table  for  three  days — in  siglit  of  all 
the  customers — and  that  winkle  will  not  go  into 
the  quart  pot !  Which  is  not  on  account  of  the 
shell  being  too  large,  but  because  of  the  obtusement 
of  the  winkle.  Who  will  put  tliis  winkle  up  to  a 
wrinkle  ? 

♦  *  *  *  * 

'Twas  in  ninety-six  and  a  wild  March  night. 

Cheerily,  my  lads,  heave  ho ! 
The  quart  pot  stood  on  the  counter  all  right. 

Cheerily,  my  lads,  heave  ho  ! 
The  winkle  chuckled  with  infinite  glee, 
And  said  to  his  pals  as  plain  as  could  be, 
I'll  not  go  in  the  pot  unless  you  put  me. 
Cheerily,  my  lads,  yo  ho  ! 
***** 
"  With  power  to  add  to  their  number."    "  A  frog 
he  would  a-wooin*  go."    At  a  meeting  of  the  Zoo- 
logical Society  on  March  6,  Mr.  Boulenger  exhibited 
what  may  be  appropriately  described  as  a  gigantic 
frog.    It  was  captured  in  a  pool  at  Epulen,  in  the 
Cameroons,  West  Africa,  and  itaeasured  lOin.  in 
length,  and  about  Tin.  in  breadth  of  body.  Its  hind 
legs  are  very  muscular  and  enormously  long,  mea- 
suring quite  18in.,  of  which  the  wide-wobbed  feet 
take  up  about  7in.    In  colour  it  is  of  a  dark  olive 
brown  above,  and  yellowish  beneath.    Its  mouth 
is  tremendously  large,  measuring  quite  6in.  from 
angle  to  angle  of  the  jaws,  and  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  whatever  for  the  creature,  if  so  inclined, 
to  envelop  a  full-grown  rat  in  its  gapi^  I 


In  answer  to  several  inquiries,  under  the  Mun- 
della  Act  the  coarse  fishing  close  season  is  from 
March  15  to  June  15.  Wednesday,  March  14,  is 
the  last  day  for  fishing  the  Thames.  On  Sunday, 
April  1,  the  Thames  trout  season  begins.  The  Lea 
is  open  until  March  31. 


Where  is  the  "Fish  and  Eels"  ? 
The  "  Fish  and  Eels  "  in  question  is  a  well-known 
hostelry,  recently  taken  over  by  a  reverend  gentle- 
man wiio,  I  am  told,  looks  admirably  after  anglers' 
creature  comforts.  There  is  a  discussion  going  on 
as  to  whether  it  is  on  the  Lea  or  Stort.  I  always 
understood  it  was  on  the  Lea.  In  looking  over  an 
article  written  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  in 
1878,  entitled,  "  Cook's,"  he  says  :  "  I  do  not  know, 
for  its  extent,  where  an  angler  could  find  a  much 
better  bit  of  water  on  the  Lea  than  this.  It  is  easy 
of  access,  not  being  more  than  half  an  hour's  walk 
from  Broxbourne  Station,  which  would  be  the  best 
point  for  the  visitor  to  make  for,  starting  from 
Liverpool-street,  walking  straight  up  the  towing- 
path  and  past  Carthagena  Weir."  Cook  was  the 
then  proprietor  of  the  "  Fish  and  Eels." 


During  the  last  two  weeks  a  very  large  nvunber 
of  pike  have  been  exhibited  at  the  Gresham  and 
City  of  London  Angling  Societies.  The  few  days 
remaining,  and  with  rivers  in  fair  ply,  every  eSort 
is  being  made  to  capture  a  forty-pounder.  I  have 
just  heard  from  Mr.  Humphries,  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials,  that  the  champion,  W.  F.  Grimmett, 
has  taken  not  a  forty-pounder,  but  forty  pounds  of 
jack,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Francis  ten  pounds  of  good 
■  roach  from  Fordingbridge.  On  Saturday  last  Mr. 
A.  C.  Gardner,  fishing  at  Chertsey,  captured  two 
jack,  81b.  5Joz.  and  51b.  9^oz.  Several  smaller 
returned.  Talking  of  roach,  Mr.  Canton  exhibited 
a  fine  tray  of  fifteen  fish,  and  gave  fourteen 
away.  They  were  taken  from  one  of  the  reservoirs 


At  a  well-attended  and  interesting  meeting  of 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Uie  chairman,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson,  read  out  the 
list  of  engagements,  lectures,  readings,  outings, 
competitions,  and  exhibitions  for  the  next  twelve 
months.  I  shall  only  enumerate  those  which  will 
happen  in  March.  To-day  (Saturday)  competition 
and  supper  at  Wraysbury ;  Tuesday,  final  roach, 
dace,  and  chub  competition  ;  March  20,  supper  and 
musical  evening  at  headquarters ;  Marcli  27,  lantern 
entertainment.  Place  aux  dames  I  On  March  20  and 
27,  ladies  aro  invited,  when  uiey  will  receive  the 
heeu:tiest  welcome. 


Can  Fish  Hear  7 

A  question  that  is  constantly  being  debated  by 
zoologists  and  forms  the  subject  of  experimental 
research  is,  "  Can  fish  hear  ?  "  While  some  plausible 
arguments  are  advanced  in  the  affirmative,  the 
general  opinion  of  zoologists  is  opposed  to  this  view, 
and  the  reasons  have  recently  been  summed  up  in 
a  German  zoological  journal  by  Dr.  O.  Komer. 
Though  many  fish  are  sensitive  to  rapid  consecutive 
vibrations  transmitted  through  the  water,  yet  it  js 
not  believed  that  these  aro  perceived  by  so-called 
auditory  organs,  says  an  observer,  for  in  the  cases 
of  some  twenty-five  species  of  fish  single  loud 
explosions  were  totally  disregarded. 

«  *  «  *  » 

The  senses  of  sight  and  touch  in  fish  can  be 
readily  demonstrated  and  studied,  and  there  is  no 
logical  reason  why  tlie  sense  of  hearing  should  be 
so  difficult  of  determination.  The  most  conclusive 
argument,  however,  is  that  fish  and  other 
vertebrates  that  are  deaf  are  the  only  members  of 
the  class  that  do  not  have  organs  corresponding 
to  the  cortischian  nerve  terminations.  These 
organs,  it  is  believed,  aro  the  only  ones  that  are 
capable  of  transmitting  auditory  vibrations,  as 
there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  such  vibrations 
can  be  received  by  the  vestibular  apparatus. 

*  •  *  •  * 

I  HAVE  just  heard  that  Mr.  Shelford,  late  of  the 
Sarawak  Museum,  has  been  reading  some  notes  on 
"flying"  snakes.  These  snakes  are  "climbers." 
If  not  too  large,  they  might  be  useful  in  climbing 
trees  to  disengage  some  of  the  flies  which  would 
otherwise  be  lost,  and  thus  save  much  language ! 
"  Can  fish  hear  ?  "    W ell,  I  hope  not. 


Those  Carp. 


A  Milford-on-Sea  correspondent  writes : — "  Dear 
Mr.  Dragnet, — It  might  be  of  some  interest  to  your 
correspondent  if  I  tell  you  my  experience  about 
carp  fishing.  I  could  see  large  carp  basking  in  the 
sun  last  summer,  and  I  tried  almost  every  con- 
ceivable bait  to  try  and  entice  them,  but  found 
they  would  not  take  any  bait  in  clear  water. 
However,  one  afternoon  when  the  water  was  cloudy 
I  landed  one  of  nearly  51b.  I  find  that  baiting  the 
water  with  ground-bait  and  baiting  the  hook  with 
sweet  paste  is  the  best  way  of  catching  carp.  I 
persevered  with  this  method,  and  captured  several 
more  of  them,  but  never  more  than  one  a  day. 
They  are  very  difficult  fish  to  land.  I  catch  them 
on  a  small  river  here,  and  it  is  really  remarkable 
how  the3'  fight.  It  is  useless  to  fish  for  them  with- 
out using  the  very  finest  and  best  tackle.  I  do  not 
know  how  you  would  require  to  fish  in  a  pond." 


"  Another  Way." 
According  to  Mr.  Griffin  the  capture  of  carp  is  a 
"sweet"  occupation.     He  has  tried  (in  a  pond) 
every  bait  imaginable,  more  than  a  dozen  different 
pastes,  but  the  only  successful  lure  was 

Barley  Meai.  and  Treacle. 
He  says  :  "  I  fished  as  fine  as  possible,  using  a  piece 
of  bait  as  large  as  the  end  6f  my  thumb,  and  a  small 
triangle  hook.  I  baited  up  with  huge  pieces  of 
barley  meal  for  three  nights,  and  on  the  fourth 
landed  half  a  hundred  weight  in  half  an  hour.  I 
gave  a  little  time  before  striking,  and  had  a  friend 
looking  on  and  assisting  me  with  the  landing  net." 
"  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  advertisement,"  but  dear, 
good  Griffin,  do  give  us  the  average  size  of  the 
fish,  and  teU  us  how  much  time  was  spent  out  of 
the  thirty  minutes  in  the  waits  ! 


"  It  seems  to  me  but  yesterday,"  but  it  isn't.  I 
gather  from  an  invitation  card  that  "  The  second 
annual  dinner  of  the  Briny  Anglers  will  take  place 
on  Saturday,  March  24,  at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson- 
square,  Blackfriars-road,  at  8  p.m.  sharp."  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  the  vice-chair.  The  club  is  a  very 
prosperous  one,  and  the  dinner  is  certain  to  be  a 
success.  Last  Sunday's  outing  to  Burnham  left 
nothing  to  be  desired — gloriously  fine  weather,  and 
any  amount  of  codling  up  to  31b.,  besides  good 
takes  of  plaice  and  dabs. 


As  I  hope  to  have  a  day  or  two  on  the  Thames 
before  the  season  closes,  I,  as  usual,  overhaul  my 
tackle.  One  of  the  articles  which  I  always  find 
useful,  close  season  or  "  open,"  is  a  handy  and 
portable  tin  of  Vickerman's  Waterproof  Paint.  It 
is  splendid  stuff  for  undressed  lines,  which,  when 
treated  according  to  directions,  does  not  stiffen  or 
add  weight,  and  effectually  prevents  destructive 
action  of  sea  water,  is  vermin  proof,  mould  and 
damp  proof,  economical,  and  requires  no  art  to 
apply.  Another  purpose  for  which  I  find  it  most 
useful  is  for  waterproofing  my  fishing  boots.  Sea 
anglers  should  try  it.    (See  advertisement  on  p.  iv.  / 


Another  prosperous  club,  which  has  for  its 
motto,  "  Libertc),  Equalit6,  et  Fraternity,"  studies|it8 
lady  members  (of  whom  there  are  several).  At  a 
full  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  (President 
Sheldon  in  the  chair),  it  was  decided  that  members 
of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  should  leave 
Waterloo  at  8.35  a.m.  on  Sunday  morning  for  the 
punt  outing  at  Twickenham.  Special  carriages 
have  been  reserved.  Return,  7.20  p.m.  Eleven 
punts  have  already  been  secured,  four  of  which  are 
"  for  ladies  only,"  two  in  each  punt.  One  punt  is 
set  apart  for  the  stewards,  which  will  be  recognis-  ' 
able  by  the  Union  Jack  and  the  Tricolour  So  that 
in  the  event  of  late-comers  or  those  likely  to  suffer 
from  mal-de-mer  off  Twickenham  they  will  receive 
first  aid  and  every  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
Steward  Reuben  Jacobs. 

***** 

The  headquarters  will  be  the  Queen's  Head.  But 
as  it  is  not  proposed  to  go  ashore  for  luncheon,  in 
addition  to  food  for  the  fish,  competitors  should  not 
forget  to  provide  some  for  themselves.  Only  fine 
weather  is  needed  to  make  this,  the  last  outing  of 
the  season,  a  success.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  eleven 
guineas  (including  gold  and  silver  medals).  Four  ' 
new  members  have  been  elected — Messrs.  Neate, 
Verger,  Andrew,  and  Calderwood.  A  special  general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  March  14,  when  a  large 
attendance  is  anticipated.  Date  of  annual  dinner 
later.  By  mistake  last  week  Mr.  A.  Abrahams  was 
given  as  winner  of  first  prize  at  Yalding — it  should 
have  been  M.  Henri  Claverie. 


Fish  from  the  Allegheny  river  are  said  to  taste 
of  coal  oil. 


Under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  L.  E.  Guy  Abney, 
the  first  Annual  Smoking  Concert  of  Messrs.  Wm. 
Dawson  &  Sons,  of  Cannon  House,  Bream's-build- 
ings,  took  place  on  Saturday  evening,  March  3,  at 
the  Green  Dragon,  Fleet-street.  The  room  was  full 
to  overflowing.  The  talent  was  of  the  highest 
order,  the  musical  arrangements  being  in  the 
skilful  hands  of  Messrs.  H.  Cribb  and  T.  Bake. 
Mr.  Albert  Jorden  was  an  admirable  accompanist. 
The  stewards  and  all  concerned  in  the  consumma- 
tion of  such  an  enjoyable  evening  were  deservedly 
thanked,  and  these  wholesale  distributers  of  books 
and  news  to  all  four  quarters  of  the  globe  are  to  be 
complimented  on  the  success  of  their  first "  annual." 


A  BRACE  of  Lough  Mask  pike  have  been  on  view 
the  last  few  days  at  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.'s 
premises,  10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C.,  to  whom 
they  were  sent  for  mounting.  They  weigh  191b. 
and  251b.  respectively. 


Whilst  fishing  for  perch  with  a  10ft.  rod,  fairly 
light  but  strong  gut  cast  (a  sample  of  which  I 
have),  and  No.  8  hook,  on  the  Darenth,  Hawley, 
Dartford,  Mr.  P.  W.  Grose  captured  a  pike  of  14lb. 
He  says  :  "  The  bait  was  a  small  rudd,  and  in  the 
absence  of  a  gaff  (my  landing-not  being  too  small) 
I  landed  him  with  one  of  my  rod  rests,- after  about 
twentj'-five  minutes'  play.  I  am  having  the  fish 
set  up."  [It  is  a  good  fish  for  the  Darenth,  and  an 
acluevement  to  capture  it  on  such  light  tackle.] 


"  There's  nothing  but  troubles  and  comforts  in 
this  life."  Very  well !  what's  the  trouble  ?  Simplj^ 
a  reminder  that,  in  addition  to  a  quarter's  rent, 
there  are  sundry  other  "little"  bills  to  meet  on 
March  25 — which,  by  the  way,  is  known  as  "  Lady 
Day."  Now  for  one  of  the  comforts.  I  met, 
casual  like,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  the  champion  jack 
killer,  to-day,  in  the  City,  who  is  looking  hale  and 
hearty — as  usual,  and  will,  on  Lady  Day,  arrive  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine.  He  can  give  me  a  year  or 
two  in  age ;  has  caught  a  pike  or  two  more  than 
stand  to  my  account — but  what  is  good  in  youth 
may  not  be  badinage — and  I  hope  to  land  a  pike 
before  the  season  is  over  of  at  least  381b. — only 
one  pound  heavier  than  stands  to  his  credit  for  rod 
and  line  fishing.    Notis  verrona  I 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Watford  Piscators, 
held  at  the  Maiden  Hotel,  Mr.  F.  W.  Parkes  presided. 
The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  April  6.  After 
the  committee  meeting  these  doughty  piscators 
adjourned  to  a  "  steak  and  Iddney  pudding  supper," 
for  which  Host  Sowden  is  particularly  noted.  During 
the  evening  Mr.  Spilman  (hon.  sec),  in  a  felicitous 
speech,  presented  on  behalf  of  a  few  Watford  friends 
a  beautiful  winch  to  Mr.  C.  H.  Percival.  He  hoped 
that  his  life,  as  also  that  of  his  future  wife,  would 
run  as  smoothly  as  the  winch  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  presenting.  The  water-  bailiff  reported  the 
capture  of  a  trout  of  41b.  by  Mr.  Parkes,  which  was 
carefully  returned  to  the  Colne.  Dragnet. 
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pFovineial  floglifig  ]lotes 

mutt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  agreeable  change  in  the 
weather.  March  4  was  a  grand  day,  and  a  large 
number  of  our  members  turned  out.  Several  bye 
contests  were  fished,  and  the  rivers  and  canals  were 
well  patronised.  The  Handsworth  Lion  Club  fished 
a  contest  at  Stourport,  Mr.  Sam  Percy  being  the 
chief  prize  winner.  Sport  all  up  the  Severn  was 
rather  poor,  as  the  snow-broth  is  not  all  out  of  the 
water,  but  it  should  be  ail  right  now.  Sport  has 
been  quiet  on  the  Avon.  The  Old  Handsworth 
Club  have  purchased'an  air-gun  for  the  use  of  the 
club  members.  They  started  with  this  last  week, 
and  so  far  it  has  been  a  great  success.  A  com- 
petition would  in  some  instances  help  to  get  rid 
of  some  of  the  odd  prizes  left  on  hand.  These 
could  be  worked  o2  during  the  close  season. 
A  few  of  our  members  have  been  out  trout 
fishing,  but  so  far  nothing  has  been  done.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  will  be  presented  with  his  testimonial  on 
March  17,  upon  which  occasion  the  B.D.U.A.A. 
hold  their  annual  dinner.  Canal  fishing  has  been 
better  than  river  fishing  near  to  Birmingham. 
Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  Knowle,  one 
or  two  contests  have  been  fished  here  lately,  and 
some  good-sized  fish  have  been  taken.  Two  more 
new  clubs  have  just  joined  the  B.D.U.A  A.,  and 
there  are  more  in  the  course  of  formation.  March  1 1 
will  be  the  last  day  for  bye  contests  this  side  of  the 
close  time. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  are  taking  every  advantage  of  the  short 
time  that  remains  for  sport  before  the  advent  of 
the  close  season.  With  much  milder  weather 
prevailing  and  the  waters  in  capital  condition, 
roach  fishermen  have  done  extremely  well  on  the 
Witham,  both  in  the  Bardney  district  and  also 
lower  down  the  river  at  Dogdyke  and  Langrick. 
Those  who  have  used  the  dew-worm  have  creeled 
some  splendid  fish — many  having  weighed  l^lb. 
apiece — and  individual  bags  have  scaled  as  much 
as  201b.  and  upwards.  By  far  the  best  sport  has 
been  obtained  at  the  various  drain  ends.  On  the 
South  Forty-foot  perch,  as  well  as  roach,  have  been 
giving  a  run  of  sport,  and  a  brace  of  the  former 
came  under  the  writer's  notice  recently  which 
weighed  2ilb.  and  21b.  respectively.  Pike  fishing 
has  not  been  quite  the  success  as  could  have  been 
wished  for ;  in  fact,  untU  the  last  day  or  two  the 
waters  have  not  been  in  a  suitable  condition  for 
trolling. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  at  present  in  first-class  condition 
for  anglers,  and  the  neap  tides  of  this  week,  accom- 
panied with  splendid  weather  for  the  time  of  year, 
have  delighted  our  local  enthusiasts,  who  have  been 
out  in  considerable  force  visiting  their  favourite 
swims  at  Pulfin,  Wilfholme,  Hempholme  and 
Emmotland,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fairly 
good,  and  catches  of  ten,  twelve  and  fifteen  fish  re- 
ported, several  of  the  roach  sea  ling  1  lb.  each  and  over. 
The  Wansford,  Snakeholme,  and  Brigham  districts  of 
the  Driffield  Canal  have  also  been  visited  with  fair 
results.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  and  Foulness 
would  just  now  pay  for  a  visit.  Another  new 
angling  club  has  been  added  to  our  list,  the  Hull 
Brewery  Anglers'  Club,  who  will  open  their  season 
on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge  on  -April  15.  Reports 
from  the  Lincolnshire  waters  are  very  favourable, 
and  both  the  rivers  Ancholme  and  Ludd  should 
pay  for  a  visit  before  the  season  for  coarse 
fish  closes.  Both  pike,  perch,  and  roach  are 
furnishing  sport  at  Thoresby  JBridge,  and  Fire- 
beacon,  on  the  Ludd,  and  in  the  Brigg  district  on 
the  Ancholme  some  good  fish  are  being  taken  by 
resident  anglers.  The  trout  season  opened  on 
most  of  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  which  are  in  the 
Trent  fishery  district,  on  Feb.  2. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

So  far  nothing  big  has  been  done,  but  Mr.  Pollitt 
had  a  dozen  nice  trout  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Kent  on  the  opening  day,  while  the  day  following 
Mr.  Lamondby  took  fifteen  nice  bright  little  fish  in 
,Stainton  Beck.    On  March  1  Mr.  Rooke  killed  nine 
on  the  latter  stream,  while  Hutton  Beck  has  done 
fairly  well  for  Mr.  Wright  and  others.    The  Kent 
I  is,  at  present,  on  the  high  side  for  fly,  but  all  the 
other  streams  in  this  district  are  about  right.  I 
I  have  heard  of  nothing  yet  from  Windermere  ;  I 
i  think  the  bottom  end  of  the  lake  will  be  found  to 
I  be  the  best  portion  of  it  for  fly  fishing  for  some 
*  little  time,  aa  the  water  then  will  not  be  so  much 
i  afifected  by  the  melting    inow.    I'he  Kent  A.  A. 
I  held  its  annual  meeting  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  J. 
i  Watson  being  voted  to  tho  chair.   The  association 


is  in  a  first-rate  financial  condition,  the  hon. 
treasurer  being  able  to  announce  a  balance  in  the 
bank  of  £42  14s.  lOd.  Mr.  Atkinson-Argles  was 
reappointed  president,  and  the  usual  ofiicers  elected. 
A  discussion  followed  on  the  proposed  inquiry  by 
the  Fishery  Board  to  curtail  the  salmon  fishing  for 
rods  by  a  fortnight,  when  the  consensus  of  opinion 
was  that  this  curtailment  was  advisable. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin,  in  the  absence  of  rain,  should  be  in 
good  condition  for  the  week-end.  The  Ashbury 
A.A.  have  just  had  their  annual,  the  room  being 
packed.  They  had  a  good  musical  programme,  and 
to-morrow  will  fish  a  match  at  Bollington.  The 
Gorton  A.A.  annual  dinner  was  a  great  success. 
During  the  evening  there  was  a  presentation  to  Mr. 
J.  Hanson.  They  have  arranged  three  matches  for 
the  coming  season. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  really  good  meeting 
on  Monday  last,  and  added  to  their  membership. 
To-morrow  they  are  having  a  match  at  Irlam, 
thirty-five  rods  competing.  The  Duchy  Anglers 
have  just  held  their  dinner  and  social,  but  much 
regretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  Agnew,  M.P.,  one  of 
their  strong  supporters.  They  have  arranged  three 
matches,  and  contemplate  more.  One  of  our  city 
rods  got  eight  brace  of  trout  last  Monday,  with 
female  March  Brown  and  Greenwell's  Glory,  whilst 
fishing  at  Llandulas. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Angling  news  is  scarce.  The  Trent  has  been 
running  in  flood  volume,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  extra  water  contained  a  good  deal  of 
snow-broth.  Usually  when  this  is  in  evidence  all 
kinds  of  fish  show  little  disposition  to  feed.  Mr. 
E.  H.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  creeled 
a  31b.  chub  and  sundry  roach  on  the  society's 
stretch  at  Fiskerton  last  Saturday,  and  on  Tuesday 
— the  river  fining  down  rapidly — Mr.  T.  H.  Lewis 
and  myself  got  a  few  choice  roach  on  the  King's 
Mills  reach  below  the  weirs.  Roach,  though  not 
many,  have  been  met  with  on  other  sections,  and 
so  far  the  season  has  been  anything  but  a  good  one. 
Whilst  punting  between  Sutton  and  Marnham 
before  the  rise,  Mr.  T.  Hammond,  a  well-known 
Radford  angler,  discovered,  with  a  Girton  friend, 
a  tremendous  quantity  of  barbel  in  a  putrid  con- 
dition. They  had  been  dead  for  several  weeks, 
and  had  been  washed  into  the  slacks  andj  on  the 
sides  of  the  river  by  the  tides.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  to  what  they  had  succumbed.  The  two 
counted  150,  some  of  the  number  going  up  to  101b. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  our  rivers  is  not  in  good  condition 
for  angling,  but  is  fining  down  nicely.  Trout  fishing 
in  this  district  commenced  on  March  2.  One 
or  two  fished  the  Teme  near  Nuneham  Bridge 
and  had  a  few  brace  of  grayling  and  some  nice 
dace.  On  March  4  some  of  our  Working  Men 
had  some  good  sport  in  the  Severn  below 
Kempsey.  Messrs.  L.  Knight,  J.  Minton,  and 
H.  Tyler  had  over  201b.  Geo.  Elt  had  a  big 
lot  of  chub  and  some  fine  roach,  and  others  had 
heavy  baskets  of  chub,  and  a  lot  of  anglers  will  be 
out  this'week  end  to  have  their  last  fish  before  the 
close  season  commences.  On  Saturday,  March  3, 
Mr.  J.  Pogson,  fishing  the  Severn  by  the  grand 
stand,  with  lobworms  for  bait,  caught  a  fine 
perch,  31b.  3oz.  The  St.  John's  Amateur  Angling 
Association  had  their  annual  dinner  and  prize  dis- 
tribution at  headquarters,  the  Bell  Inn,  St. 
John's.  Mr.  John  Stokes  (the  president  of  the 
club)  presided,  supported  by  the  High  Sheriff  of 
Worcester  (Mr.  Jas.  Bromage),  Mr.  J.  Willis-Bund, 
Col.  Maybury,  Messrs.  Stephen  Smith,  R.  Wingfield, 
A.  R.  Allen,  J.  Badgery,  L.  F.  Higgs  (secretary), 
and  some  fifty  others.  The  High  Sheriff  proposed 
the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  St.  John's  Amateur 
Angling  Association,"  and  coupled  with  it  the  name 
of  their  popular  secretary,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Lake  fishing,  generally  speaking,  continues  much 
below  the  mark,  but  the  angUng  returns  from  the 
principal  rivers  show  that  sport  has  been  generally 
of  a  respectable  kind.  The  hatchery  at  Waterville, 
which  has  been  idle  for  some  time,  has  been  con- 
demned, owing  to  the  great  disparity  between  the 
temperature  of  its  water  and  that  of  the  rivulet 
issuing  from  it  and  that  of  the  adjoining  water  of 
Lough  Currane.  It  is  proposed  to  build  a  new 
hatchery  on  or  near  the  Finglass  stream,  which, 
if|erected,  it  is  hoped  will  prove  of  more  utility 
than  the  old  one.  Sea  angling  continues  practically 
suspended  at  all  stations. 

NoKTH  OF  Ireland. 

This  week  the  weather  generally  was  more 
favourable  for  trouting,  but  except  on  the  biggest 


rivers  very  little  was  done,  the  majority  of  the 
streams  being  rather  low.  Rain  threatened  all  the 
week,  but  has  kept  off  so  far.  As  a  rule,  there  is 
comparatively  little  trouting  on  the  Northern 
waters  till  after  the  middle  of  the  month.  With 
the  old  school  of  anglers,  St.  Patrick's  Day,  March 
17,  was  the  recognised  date  for  the  beginning  of 
fly  fishing,  the  "sunny  side  of  the  stone"  turn- 
ing up — whatever  that  meant — about  that  time. 
The  Lough  Noagh  pollen  fisheries  have  done  pretty 
well  since  the  season  opened,  and  the  demand  from 
the  cross-Channel  markets  has  been  more  than 
equal  to  the  supply. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  DINNER. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Great  Western 
Hotel  on  Tue*lay  evening,  Feb.  27.  Mr.  Arthur 
C.  Butler  (founder  and  senior  vice-president)  in  the 
chair.  The  following  is  extracted  from  the  annual 
report : — 

Three  hundred  two-year-old  trout,  purchased 
from  the  Brimpton  Trout  Farm,  have  been  added 
to  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  ;  and  your  com- 
mittee feel  a  pardonable  pride  on  having  carried 
out  so  much  gpod  work  with  such  pitifully  limited 
means.  Although  the  angling  season,  especially  in 
the  South  of  England,  has  been  distinctly  adverse 
to  sport,  the  stock  of  fish  has  been  thoroughly 
maintained,  and  in  your  association's  district  many 
"specimens"  have  been  captured,  including  trout 
up  to  8|lb.  and  911b.;  pike  of  181b.  and  201b; 
perch  from  21b.  to  31b'. ;  and  several  roach  up 
to  21b.  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler  has  given  to  the 
Association  specimens  (carefully  preserved  in  a 
formalin  solution)  of  two -year -old  Salrnonidce 
of  the  following  varieties,  as  a  nucleus  of  a 
collection  which  he  hopes  may  be  completed 
for  purposes  of  comparing  varieties,  etc.,  at  that 
interesting  stage  of  their  development :  Salmo 
Gairdneri  (the  Pacific  steel-head  salmon),  S.  Salar 
Sebago  (the  Canadian  "land-locked"  salmon),  S. 
Clarkii  (the  "black-spotted"  trout  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains),  S-  Irideus  (the  "rainbow"  trout),  and 
»S'.  Fario  (the  brown  trout).  Dbnations  to  complete 
this  collection  will  be  welcomed.  The  cash  account 
shows  that  the  income  during  the  year  ended 
Dec.  31  amounted  to  the  small  total  of  £77  14s.  3d., 
including  a  balance  brought  forward  of  £26  16s. 
The  expenditure  has  been  £72  15s.  7d.,  leaving  a 
balance  in  bank  and  in  hand  of  £4  18s.  8d. 

The  chairman  alluded  in  sympathetic  terms  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  James  Simonds,  their  late  presi- 
dent, who  had  served  in  that  capacity  for  twenty- 
four  years.  As  Mr.  Simonds'  successor,  he  sub- 
mitted the  name  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Ridley,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  regular  attendants  at  their  committee 
meetings,  and  also  a  vice-president.  He  was  sure 
they  all  earnestly  hoped  that  Mr.  Ridley  would  fill 
the  presidential  chair  at  any  rate  as  long  as  his 
predecessor.  The  motion  was  carried  by  acclama- 
tion. The  chairmaji  intimated  that  the  late  Mr. 
Simonds  was  also  their  hon.  treasurer.  His  son, 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Simonds,  had  been  approached,  and 
had  agreed  to  take  liis  father's  place  as  treasurer, 
and  hoped  to  attend  their  dinner  next  year.  Mr. 
F.  Brown  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary.  The  other 
officers  were  also  elected. 

There  was  a  large  gathering  at  the  dinner,  which 
proved  a  very  enjoyable  function.  The  evening 
was  of  a  social  and  convivial  character,  and  the 
speeches  were  commendably  short.  The  president 
(Mr.  W.  W.  Ridley)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W. 
Bonny  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  toast  of  "  The 
King  "  having  been  loyally  honoured,  the  president 
submitted  "The  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Association."  He  referred  to  the  large  gathering 
that  night,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  all  visitors 
would  become  supporters  of  the  Association.  He 
coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  Brown. 
Mr.  Brown  expressed  his  pleasure  at  being  amongst 
them  once  again,  as  he  had  been  on  similar  occasions 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  was  very  pleased  that 
Mr.  Ridley  had  consented  to  become  their  President, 
and  hoped  he  would  continue  to  take  that  interest 
in  the  Association  which  he  had  taken  for  many 
years  past.  He  appreciated  the  honour  they  had 
conferred  on  him  in  again  electing  him  as  hon. 
secretary,  and  would  do  all  he  could  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  society.  The  remaining  toasts 
were  "  The  Visitors,"  "The  President,"  and  "The 
Vice-Chairman."  The  musical  programme  was  an 
eicellent  one,  Messrs.  F.  H.  Blarney,  W.  Bonny, 
H.  G.  Powell,  W.  Gait  Millar,  W.  G.  Flanagan, 
Beeson,  and  others,  ably  assisting  in  making  the 
function  a  great  success. 
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THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Goun,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kopt.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
TackJe  and  Waders. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  vrrite, 

A.  SCARP,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 

FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  mileS  of  the  River  Lennon  and 
Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing  quite  free.  River  and  lake 
well  stocked  with  clean  fish  from  first 
April  freshes.  Nine  Trout  Lakes  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy  Bay. 

First-class  Hotel ;  excellent  cuisine ; 
splendidly  situated  in  heart  of  Donegal 
Highlands.  Moderate  tariff.  For  further 
particulars  supply  to  Proprietor, 

McDEYITT  S  HOXEIL. 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

RhosneigT,  Ang^lesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiilay ;  capital 
TroHt  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing  ;  tine  lirm  Sands  for  Bathing  ; 
Kahbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terras 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  .T.  COTTRELL. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Cxlyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  vid  Chirk. 


TROUT  &  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


KING'S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Temple  Sowerby,  Nr.  Penrith. 

River  Eden,  nearly  eight  miles  of  Fishing 
preserved,  and  free  to  visitors  at  the  hotel. 
Comfortable  accommodation.  Terms 
moderate.  Stations  :  Culgaith  (Mid.) ; 
Temple  Sowerby  (N.E.)  Particulars  and 
terms  on  application. 

JOHN  FURNESS,  Proprietor. 


WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

Old-fimhloned  Karinliousi;  (ilatetl  1711).  TiDiinl  rcsiiU-nci' 
3(1/-  wreklv.  Tnml  Kii<hin(((;igiun  re-utoc-ki-cl  witli  S;ilnii 
rttrioH  and  Kainlio\v«"i.  -.i/t;  daily,  ]0/-  woukly.  Shout 
ing,  COO  ucri;H.  Iliiihviiy  ytation,  ilook  Mortou,  viu 
Banbury.   Apply-  K.  K.  ('ouk. 

Suine  HxtrwU  from  ViHitofH' Booh.  , 

"Six  brace  of  Koud  trout,  in  spite  of  cold  east  wiudif 
Wator  iin»:li  })L*tter  tlu;fi  it  lookn." 

"Have  juwt  finiHliod  uiy  firat,  ,but  not  last  visit  to 
Whidiford  Mill." 

"  Mr.  —  iinil  iiiymdf  c'lUKbt  cigbt  brace  of  trout  on 
Thursday  ii(ti-iii«.ii.  Wit  have  left  a  i;<juple  of  two 
poundcrx  in  the  stu  im  1ifl<)w." 

"  Heeoiicl  viBit,  and  more  enjoyable  even  than  the  first. 
I'lcnty  of  siiort." 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

SIlYIONSEtATH. 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor,  bracing  air 
and  fine  scenery.  Several  miles  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Barle,  part  exclusive  right 
and  free  to  visitors.  Comfortable  quarters. 
Electric  light,  bathroom,  &c.  Terms 
moderate.  Station :  South  Moltou. 
Telegrams :  "  Temperance  Hotel,  Simons- 
jath."  THOS.  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor. 


Bo£i<x*d~  Residence 

jy  riilFATIC  FAMILY 

Offered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  River  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  River  and  Moor ;  near  Buckfast- 
leigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  "  H.," 
c/o  Miss  Seahlj*,  Newsagent,  Buokfast- 
leigh,  Devon. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor      -     \VM.  DOUGLAS. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FltEE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Fcrox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  will  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
lamph.         W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTOM,  S.  DEVON. 

The  fishing  on  the  famous  Ley,  c(miniencing 
1st  March  until  end  of  November,  containing 
200  acres  water  well  stocked  with  Pike,  Perch, 
and  Paidd.  Efficient  boatmen.  All  Bait  found. 
Largest  catch  last  season,  99  Pike  in  10  ilays, 
one  Kod.    Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth. 

Proprietor,  J.  T.  COBLEY. 


To  be  Sold  or  Let. 


Small  Freehold  Estate 

O.N  'WELSH  I>EE. 

About  1  Mile  of  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Coarse  Fishing,  also  Shooting.  Ten- 
roomed  Furnished  Villa,  Stabling  and 
Boating.    Apply — 

PERKS  &  LANNING, 

13,  Waterloo  Place,  Pall  Mall,  London. 


HA  1YIF»  SHIRE 

(in  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 

TO  LET, 

furnished,  by  the  year,  a  SL\teenth  Century 
timbered 

FARM  HOUSE, 

with  a  right  of  Fishing  on  Bransbury  Common. 
The  liouse,  which  has  been  entirely  renovated, 
contains  3  sitting  rooms,  4  bedrooms,  and 
dressing  room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders. 
There  is  a  two-stall  stable  and  a  coachman's 
house.  An  acre  of  meadow  could  be  let  with  the 
house. — For  particulars  apply,  Camfbell  Wade 
Solicitor.  4,  .St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C.,  or  R.  F 
Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm,  Hasle 
)iiere. 


THE 

Inatan  SporHng  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIRCOLATKS  THROUQHODT  INDIA,  CByiON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting:  Paper  in  the  East, 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con 

tains  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16«.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  bd. ;  post  free,  id. 
Printed  and  Published  at  'TiMKS  OF  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  Whitetriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


The  Celebrated 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Iiuxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
Delicious  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  Cheese. 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Finking  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

8  lb.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  Makers :  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd.. 
DOUOLAS,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


PRIVATE  FISHERY. 

LONDON,   ONE  HOUR. 

A  Lake  of  four  Acres  and  two  Streams, 
approximate  area  18  acres,  all  three  com- 
municating with  Thames.  TO  LKT,  on 
Ijoasc,  witii  medium-sized  Unfurnished 
House,  Orchard,  Garden,  and  Cottage. 

A.  GFCIMBI^E, 
44,  Duke  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


SALMON  ANGLING, 


GAL  WA  Y. 


Prospectus  and  Rules  now  ready. 
Catch  last  season,  1,575.  Season  Rod, 
February  to  September,  60  guineas. 
Lesser  periods  by  scale. 

Apply — 

W.  N.  MILNE,  Fishery  Office,  Galway. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


RODS  TO  LET 

On  the  Rivers  Hiz  and  Oughton ;  forty- 
three  minutes  from  King's  Cross,  and 
miles  from  Hitchin  Station.  Sunday 
Pishing  allowed. — Apply,  The  Manageu, 

ICKLEFOKD  FISHERY,  HiTCHIN. 


TROUT  FOR  PONDS. 

Rainbow  Yearlings  from  £5  iOs.  per  ifiOO 
Locti  Leven  Yearlings  from  £7  iOs.  per  1,000 

Special  carriage  paid  prices  quoted  on 
application  to  SIanager, 

Buckland  Fishery,  Braunton,  N.  Devon. 


SALE  OF  FISHING  TACKLE, 

MR.  STEVENS,  38,  King  Street, 
Covent  Garden,  will  Sell 

5  Split  Cane-built,  Steel-eentred 
Salmon,  Trout,  and  other  Rods,  &e. 

By  HARDY,  FARLOW,  CARTER,  &c. 
On   Friday,   March  IB. 

CATALOSXJES  PCST  FREE. 


COiLRSE  FISH 

Wanted  Intinediately. 

200  BREAM  ...  9  inches. 

200  CARP  ...  9 

200  RUDD  ...  9 

200  PERCH  ...  7 

200  ROACH  ...  9 

A  pliltj— SECRETARY, 

yortoH  Fishery,  Baldoch,  Herts. 


■WANTED. 


Eig^ht  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing^  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lunc ;  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  IJ  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  ou 
premises ;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


a- XI  BET      Z.  Zl  s . 

Very  large.  .Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  anpplied. — Apjily  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keishley, 
York. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
fur  pd.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 
or  I  2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  maj;nifleenee,  ('heapness,  and  killing  jjch  m 

— havitiK  no  ecjual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Ta' 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  ai  i  li 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  require<t. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMI'J'H,  Managimj  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  conflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUAXTY  Insurance  Company,  t.th., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excep'  i) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  il 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vol, 
licensed  for  i)asseiiger  service,  in  which  he  or  In; 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  pt  1  .n 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  neceasaiy  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualtt 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Kegistration. 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION 

For  Fishing'  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVKKTI8B  IN 

THE  eAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addrees:  9,  Mvket  Hill,  Cambridsa*  . 
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ANSWEES  TO  COKEESPONDENTS. 

Novice. — "The  Angler's  Diary,"  price  Is.  6d., 
^ield  Ofifice,  Bream's-buildings,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


letters  to  the  lEbitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


"A  FISHING  CATECHISM,"  BY 
COL.  ilEYSEY-THOMPSON. 

Peas  Sib, — I  have  been  favoured  with  an 
opportunity  of  looking  over  this  charming  com- 
pendium of  angler's  wisdom,  which,  though  it  seems 
often  to  repeat  itself,  and  generally  to  travel  over 
well-known  ground  as  to  theory  and  practice, 
abounds  in  interest. 

There  is  one  point  referred  to  at  pages  28  and  102 
which  was  discussed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  year 
I  think,  namely,  the  lowering-of  the  point  of  one's 
rod  immediately  when  a  hooked  fish  jumps  into 
the  air,  and  this  is  the  view  expressed  : — "  The  rod 
top  must  be  instantly  lowered,  for  if  the  fish  falls 
with  all  its  weight  on  a  tight  line  it  is  very  likely  to 
break  the  gut,  or  at  least  to  tear  the  hook  from  its 
hold"  (p.  102).  The  same  idea  is  also  advanced  at 
p.  23.  It  is  not  a  new  one,  but  is  probably  worthy 
of  further  consideration,  and  possibly  of  amend- 
ment. At  any  rate,  it  seems  rather  difficult  to 
realise — in  case  the  line  was  not  slackened  by 
dropping  the  point  of  the  rod — how  a  fish  could 
"  fall  with  all  its  weight  on  a  tight  line,"  it  being  at 
the  end  of  the  same,  though,  it  might  possibly  fall 
upon  a  slack  line  if  the  top  of  the  rod  had  been 
instantly  lowered,  with  certain  or  uncertain  results 
as  to  the  amount  of  jerk  produced  by  the  fall. 
Whether  or  not  the  old  theory  may  have  arisen 
from  observation  that  jimipingfish  often  do  escape, 
the  subject  seems  still  open  to  considerable  study. 

As  to  the  answer  on  page  67,  regarding  the 
keeping  of  gut  in  chamois  leather  being  injurious, 
or,  as  lately  believed,  exactly  the  reverse,  thanks 
are  due  to  Col.  Thompson  for  evoking  discussion  of 
the  point,  as  shown  in  your  correspondence  columns. 
Mr.  Tod's  tobacco  pouch  for  gut  has  the  advantage 
that  it  can  be  easily  used  also  as  the  "  Catechism  " 
damper,  but  a  smoker  might  find  it  too  readily 
when  he  wanted  his  supply  of  the  weed  and  forgot 
into  which  pocket  he  had  put  it. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

[I  wish  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  who  has 
killed  more  salmon  than  any  other  living  man — 
more,  in  fact,  than  any  man  ever  killed  with  rod 
and  line — I  wish  Mr.  Malloch  would  tell  us  if  he 
thinks  it  is  necessary  to  drop  the  point  of  the  rod  if  a 
hooked  fish  leaps  out  of  the  water.  In  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.'s  recent  exhibition  I  saw  some 
excellent  waterproof  cloth  gut  cast  cases,  and  fully 
intended  to  mention  them. — Ed.] 


GUT  AND  ITS  PRESERVATION. 

Deab  Sm, — Enclosed  we  hand  you  one  of  our 
india-rubber  cast  cases,  which  we  think  just  agrees 
with  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  idea.  You  will  see  that  there 
are  two  pockets,  and  each  is  furnished  with  a  piece 
of  thick  felt,  which  can  be  moistened  before  start- 
ing, or  not,  and  the  casts  will  be  perfectly  soaked 
by  being  in  a  moist  atmosphere  till  wanted.  When 
returning  take  out  the  felt  and  let  it  dry,  and  your 
casts  will  keep  as  long  as  you  like. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  Heabdeb  and  Sons. 

[The  rubber  cast  case  Mr.  Hoarder  sends  is 
excellent. — Ed.] 


UNDYED  UNBLEACHED  GUT. 
Deak  Sir,— Mr.  Tod's  remarks  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  aiarch  3  with  regard  to  gut  for  fly  fishing 
purposes  were    exceedingly  apt.     Personally,  I 
always  prefer  to  use  perfectly  clear  undyed  gut, 
and  I  hope  to  u.so  this  season  (if  obtainable) 
unbleached  gut.     This,  of  cour.se,   has  a  slight 
brownish  yellow  tinge,  but  the  difference  between 
I  its  colour  and  bleached  gut  is  no  greater  than  the 
difference  of  colour  between  Refina  and  Refinucha. 
An  esteemed  friend  of  mine  pointed  out  that  he 
1  had  been  succe-isf  ul  with  gut  dyed  green  for  dry-fly 
[  fishing  on  account  of  its  resemblance  to  floating 
weed,  and  I  can  quite  see  that  it  might  be  possible 
I  to  use  for  dry-fly  work  very  much  stouter  gut  than 
we  generally  do,  if  dyed  green,  more  especially 
when  weeds  are  coming  down  on  the  surface.  I 
\  hope  to  put  this  to  the  test  myself  this  season  — 
i  Yours  truly,  Hyandky. 

'  [I  fancy  that  "  Hyandry  "  will  find  stout  green 
gut  for  dry-fly  work  only  useful  where  the  trout 
are  green. — Ed.] 


STAINING  GUT. 

'  Deab  Sib, — Perhaps  your  correspondents  who 
have  not  yet  discovered  a  satisfactory  stain  for 
their  gut  might  find  the  needful  by  boiling  the 
outer  skins  of  some  English  onions  and  steeping  the 
gut  in  the  liquid  when  nearly  cold. — Yours  truly, 

Anti-Gobgb. 


NO  SALMON  SEEN  AT  ATHLONE. 

^  Deab  Sib, — For  the  first  time  in  living  memory 
we  are  up  to  now  without  seeing  a  salmon,  which 
time  used  to  be  amongst  our  best.  For  a  few  years 
backithas  been  coming  to  this,  now  we  have  a  record. 
Last  winter  the  Fishery  (Limerick)  Board  purchased 
a  steam  launch,  which  was  subscribed  for  partly  by 
anglers,  and  great  dissatisfaction  prevails  amongst 
them  to  see  her  lying  at  anchor  most  of  the  week 
when  they  consider  she  might  make  some  little 
show  by  going  out  more  often.  There  were  some 
nice  takes  of  trout  on  small  rivers,  and  some  very 
good  trout  on  cross-lines  on  Lough  Ree.  But  on 
the  whole,  fishing,  to  say  the  least,  is  disappointing, 
the  only  thing  plentiful  is  the  water. — Yours  truly, 

Feank  Bbowne. 


CONCERNING  CARP. 

Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  March  3  a  corre- 
spondent draws  a  tantalising  picture  of  a  school  of 
enormous  carp  which  were  indifferent  to  all  the 
temptations  that  he  was  able  to  offer  them.  He 
reminds  me  of  Giant  Pope  in  the  "Pilgrim's 
Progress,"  who  is  described  as  "railing  at  (them) 
as  they  passed  by,  and  biting  his  nails  because  he 
could  not  come  at  them." 

His  experience  is  not  an  uncommon  one.  I 
remember  having  read  in  my  boyhood  in  a  small 
work  on  angling,  which  was  my  vade  mecum  in  the 
early  Victorian  era,  at  the  opening  of  the  chapter 
on  roach  fishing :  "  The  roach  is  as  foolish  as  the 
carp  is  crafty,"  and  having  at  the  time  regarded 
the  statement  as  akin  to  Holy  Writ.  Subsequent 
experience  has  modified  my  views. 

In  the  first  place,  the  roach  is  "not  such  a  fool 
as  he  looks,"  as  any  roach  fisher  will  tell  you,  and 
as  the  periodical  records  from  the  rivers  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  substantiate.  Secondly,  the 
carp  is  not  as  crafty  as  is  generally  supposed.  But 
in  carp  fishing,  as  in  all  other  branches  of  angling, 
the  first  essential  is  to  know  the  habits  of  the 
quarry  of  which  you  are  in  pursuit. 

Now  it  does  not  appear  to  be  generally  known 
in  England,  and  in  France  only  by  a  few  experts, 
that  the  carp  never  "  bites  "  in  the  usually  accepted 
sense  of  the  word.  I  have  seen  thirteen  of  these 
royal  fish  captured  in  eight  consecutive  days  in  one 
of  the  lakes  in  the  Bois  de  Boalogne.  The  largest, 
which  I  landed  myself,  weighed  nineteen  French 
pounds  (over  twenty-one  English  pounds),  and  the 
smallest  twelve  French  pounds.  This  conclusively 
proves  that  carp  can  be  taken  by  anyone  who 
knows  their  habits. 

I  have  said  that  the  carp  never  "bites."  As  far 
as  I  know  it  differs  in  this  respect  from  all  the 
other  denizens  of  fresh  water.  When  in  search  of 
food,  Cyprinus  ranges  slowly  about  till  she  finds 
something  that  looks  good  to  eat.  Then  she  stations 
herself  at  a  short  distance  from  the  tempting  morsel 
(a  carp  is  feminine  in  French),  and  by  suction 
draws  it  into  her  mouth.  Should  it  prove  palatable 
she  swallows  it;  if  not,  she  blows  it  out  of  her 
mouth.  This  peculiarity  I  have  learned  from 
observation,  as  well  as  from  the  experience  of 
experts. 

The  moral  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  facts  is 
that  the  lure  must  be  offered  in  such  a  manner  as 
is  consistent  with  the  habits  of  Cyprinus.  The 
bait,  whatever  it  may  be,  must  be  unimpeded  by 
anything  that  may  prevent  it  from  being  sucked  in. 
It  should  lie  on  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  and  be 
attached  to  the  finest  gut  tackle  compatible  with 
due  resistance  to  the  weight  and  strength  of  the 
fiA.  Expert  anglers  use  undressed  silk  lines  either 
plaited  or  twisted — the  latter  for  choice  because  it 
is  finer,  and  not  less  than  sixty  to  one  hundred 
yard-5.  The  line  is  cast  from  the  reel  from  forty  to 
sixty  yards  out,  the  float  is  of  cork  with  a  small 
feather  stuck  upright  in  the  top,  and  the  angler 
does  not  strike  until  the  bouchon  "  plunges  " — in 
other  words,  till  the  carp  is  slowly  moving  away. 

In  the  Paris  lakes,  where  the  water- fowl  are 
constantly  being  fed  by  ladies  and  children,  bread 
is  the  best  bait.  The  spongy  French  bread  is  admir- 
ably adapted  for  the  purpose,  as  it  will  remain  on 
the  hook  for  a  considerable  time.  Next  to  it 
comes  what  is  called  the  broad  bean  in  England, 
and  feve  in  France.  The  French  variety  is  smaller 
than  the  English.  It  only  requires  sufficient  cooking 
to  enable  the  hook  to  be  entirely  concealed  in  the 
interior  without  breaking  or  tearing  the  skin. 

WhenJ  the  angler  has  fixed  on  a  suitable  spot,  he 
takes  the  precaution  of  scattering  handfuls  of 
beans  or  pieces  of  sopped  bread,  or  both,  over  an  area 


of  a  few  square  yards  around  his  centre  of  opera- 
tions. This  operation  should  be  repeated  for  several 
nights  in  succession,  and  if  after  that  he  launches 
his  bait  as  soon  as  he  can  seo  his  float  in  the  early 
morning,  the  odds  are  in  his  favour  of  getting  a 
heavy  fish  before  the  sun  rises.  Whether  or  not 
the  carp  discovers  its  food  by  scent  I  cannot  say. 
But  this  I  know,  that  there  will  assuredly  be  a 
gathering  of  the  clans  over  the  ground-bait.  Time 
and  patience  will  do  the  rest. 

Some  anglers  convert  a  small  pierced  conical 
lead  into  a  lodger,  with  the  aid  of  a  small  shot 
above  and  below  it  on  a  gut  line.  But  if  there  is 
no  wind  the  lure  will  prove  quite  as  effective  with- 
out it.  The  main  thing  is  to  offer  no  resistance  to 
the  suction  of  the  bait.  Hoping  that  my  hints  may 
prove  useful  to  some  members  of  our  fraternity, — 
Yours  faithfully,  I.  W.  Alton. 

Paris. 


CONCERNING  CARP. 

Deab  Sib, — The  only  way,  in  my  opinion,  to 
take  those  S-pounders  that  your  correspondent  has 
a  longing  eye  on  is  to  bait  a  good  place  in  the  pond 
with  meal  and  bread  (not  much  bread)  three  days 
night  and  morning,  or  six  if  the  fish  are  in  any  way 
inclined  to  be  shy ;  then  let  him  fish  with  par- 
boiled potato  nearly  on  the  bottom.  He  should 
fish  early  or  late  as  he  cannot  go  to  the  extreme  in 
either,  and  there  are  many  ways  and  baits  for 
taking  carp,  of  course ;  but  that  is  the  best  way  I 
know  of,  and  a  great  many  carp  have  fallen  to  my 
lot. — Yours  truly,  B.  Watton. 


ALUMINIUM  SPINNING-FLIGHT  BOX. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  C.  H.  Evans  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  24,  I  have  pleasure  in 
giving  you  the  name  of  the  London  Aluminium 
Co.,  Ltd.,  26-28,  Tabernacle-street,  London,  E.C., 
and  at  Swan-passage,  Birmingham,  where  he  will 
be  able  to  get  aluminium  spinning-flight  boxes. — ■ 
Yours  truly,  G.  M. 


FISHING  IN  THE  TYROL. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  say 
if  there  is  any  good  trout  fishing  at  or  near  Brixen 
in  the  Tyrol  ?  and  oblige. — Yours  truly,       E.  C. 

FISHING  AT  NEWTON  STEWART. 

Deab  Sib, — Could  some  of  your  numerous 
readers  oblige  me  by  giving  information  concerning 
fishing  at  Newton  Stewart  in  the  River  Cree  and 
neighbouring  streams — if  free,  or  if  permission 
can  be  obtained  ?  The  time  would  be  July. — Yours 
truly.  Black  Spidee. 


WHY  DO  NOT  THE  TROUT  GROW  LARGER  ? 

Deab  Sib, — I  much  doubt  whether  artificial  food 
will  help  your  correspondent,  "  Brown  Trout,"  very 
much,  there  is,  besides,  the  danger  of  fouling  the 
water  through  unconsumed  food.  Brown  trout,  as 
a  rule,  are  shy  feeders,  and  the  small  stock  in  the 
pool  (too  small  for  effective  hand-feeding)  would 
not  be  likely  to  pick  up  artificial  food  from  the 
bottom,  which  is  described  as  muddy. 

The  pool  as  described  would  not  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  heavier  weight  of  fish  ( about  35lb.  in  all) 
than  your  correspondent  mentions.  He  might  be 
able  to  get  larger  sized  trout  by  reducing  the  number 
of  fish  put  in  (say  to  20  or  25).  A  plan  more  likely 
to  produce  the  desired  result,  without  either  resort- 
ing to  artificial  feeding  or  diminished  stocking,  would 
be  to  raise  the  level  of  the  water.  I  should  not 
recommend  this  to  be  done  by  heightening  the  water 
at  the  outlet  dam,  unless  this  dam  showed  particu- 
larly good  construction  and  width,  but  by  dividing 
the  pool  by  two  additional  dams,  say,  20yds.  and 
40yds.  higher  up  than  the  outlet.  These  dams  could 
be  of  nearly  the  same  height  as  the  present  dam, 
and  would  (with  a  little  fall  over  each)  give  good 
aeration  to  the  water  and  an  increased  depth  over 
most  of  the  pool,  a  very  important  item  in  increasing 
both  food  supply  and  weight  of  fish.  All  the  dams 
ought  to  be  supplied  with  outlet  valves  to  work 
from  top  to  bottom,  so  as  to  facilitate  emptying  on 
future  occasions. — Yours  truly,  S.  jAi"rE. 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery, 
Osnabriick,  Hanover. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  ICELAND.  ' 

Deab  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  about  the  trout  fishing 
in  Iceland,  or  can  recommend  any  good  book  on 
the  subject. — Yours  truly,  J.  R.  P. 


FISHING  ON  THE  WHITADDER. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  thinking  of  going  to  Chirnside 
for  a  few  days  in  the  middle  of  AprU.  Would  any 
of  your  readers  familiar  with  the  district  give  me 
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a  few  hints  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  Whitadder,  and 
the  best  inn  to  stop  at  ? — •Yours  truly,' 

Inquirer. 

[I  had  some  capital  fly  fishing  on  the  Whitadder 
a  good  many  years  ago.  I  heard  afterwards  that  it 
had  been  spoiled  by  incessant  bait  fishing.  Abbey 
St.  Bathans  is  a  good  spot  to  stay  at.  Will  some 
fly-fisher  who  fislied  the  river  last  season  tell  us 
if  the  fishing  is  good  now — it  would  be  Al  if 
properly  preserved  and  an  8in.  limit  enforced 
strictly. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"W.  D.  G.'s"  query,  I  should  advise  him  to  try 
the  German  Ardennes  just  beyond  the  Belgian 
frontier.  The  fishing  in  Belgium  is  cheap  and 
good,  but  it  is  almost  all  preserved.  You  liave  to 
rent  a  stretch  of  water. 

Diekerch  in  the  Grand  Duchy  is  good,  but  you 
have  to  drive  or  go  by  rail  to  reach  the  various 
waters. 

Eprave,  near  Rochefort,  is  not  bad,  but  it  is  very 
much  fished.  Many  bits  of  the  Ourthe  right  in  the 
heart  of  the  Ardennes  far  above  Laroche  are  open, 
but  you  have  to  go  on  a  bicycling  or  walking  tour 
and  prospect. 

There  is  nothing  else  nearly  so  good  as  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Amel  or  Amblive,  just  beyond  the 
frontier  on  the  Prussian  side.  There  is  a  splendidly 
kept  inn  at  Ligneuville,  miles  of  fishing,  and  the 
charge  is  only  5s.  a  day,  everything  included. 

The  trout  do  not  run  quite  so  large  as  on  the  Don 
and  Deveron,  but  the  Ambleve  is  far  more  interest- 
ing to  fish  than  most  of  the  Scotch  rivers.  The 
Ambleve  hardly  ever  colours,  and  you  can  go  on 
day  after  day  getting  fly  fishing  whatever  the 
weather  may  be.  It  is  an  ideal  wet-fly  stream,  with 
some  nice  stretches  at  the  top  for  dry-fly.  Near  its 
source  it  is  very  still  and  deep.  A  line  to  Monsieur 
Dumonlin,  Hotel  Dumonlin.par  Malmedy,  Germany, 
will  get  all  particulars. 

I  have  not  been  there  for  several  years.  I  went 
for  about  fourteen  successive  years,  and  only  gave 
up  at  last  because  variety  is  charming.  I  can 
never  hope  to  have  more  delightful  sport  or  to  find 
a  more  delightful  spot. — Yours  faithfully, 

A,  K. 


THE  "RANGELEY  BELLE." 
Dear  Sib, — Could  any  of  your  readers  oblige  me 
with  the  dressing  of  the  "  Rangeley  Belle,"  an 
American  pattern  ? — Yours  truly,  Canada. 

TROUT  RECORDS. 
Deab  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Feb.  10,  page  92, 
there  appeared  a  statement  that  "Mr.  Pine's 
friend,  Mr.  W,  Ratcliff  .  .  .  took  in  one  day  ten 
grand  trout  weighing  801b."  This  seemed  to  me 
so  astounding  that  I  fully  expected  an  explanation 
that  a  printer's  error  had  crept  in  as  to  it  being  a 
day's  take,  but  I  have  seen  no  comment.  Is  it 
correct  as  quoted,  and  were  there  only  ten  fish 
taken  ?  If  so,  even  the  achievement  of  Blagdon's 
modest  record  holder,  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe,  is  a  long 
way  from  being  what  I  thought  it  was — British 
record.  Mr.  Ratcliff's  take  is  the  more  astounding 
if,  a3  I  presume  was  the  case,  it  was  made  on  a 
purely  naturally  and  not  artificially  stocked  water. 
I  think  that  all  your  trout  fishing  readers  would 
be  deeply  interested  in  full  particulars  of  this 
magnificent  sport. — Yours  truly, 

Blathebwyck. 
'^[Mr.  David  Pine  assures  me  that  there  is  no 
doubt  whatever  about  the  number  and  weight  of 
Mr.  Ratclifi's  fish.— Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  NORTH-WEST  CANADA. 

Deab  Sib, — -I  am  going  to  North- West  Canada 
in  a  few  weeks  somewhere  near  Quill  Lake.  Can 
you  kindly  give  me  any  information  with  regard  to 
the  fishing  found  there  ? — Yours  faithfullv, 

A  Constant  Readeb. 

[Nearly  all  the  lakes  contain  trout  which  run  to 
a  large  size,  and  I  should  advise  our  correspondent 
to  take  a  strong  1.5ft.  fly  rod  with  tops  for  spinning 
and  taclde  for  use  with  fish  up  to  lOlb.  or  I51b., 
including  flies,  phantoms,  and  spoons.  I  should 
also  advise  an  ordinary  single-handed  fly  rod  with 
spinning  top  for  use  on  the  smaller  trout  streams. 
The  Devon  minnow  in  different  sizes  will  kill  salmon 
and  trout  anywhere. — Ed.] 

A  SHARK  INCIDENT— THE  PRESERVATION 
OF  GUT. 

Deab  Sir, — The  following  incident,  which 
occurred  some  years  ago  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica, 
while  I  was  serving  in  H.M.S.  Urgent,  the  port 
guardship  at  that  place,  may  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers  : — 

A  shark  was  caught  on  a  long  line  with  hook 
baited  in  time-honoured  fashion  with  a  piece  of  salt 


pork.  On  being  dragged  up  close  under  the  ship's 
stern,  the  shark  was  shot  by  an  officer  using  a 
"jungle  "  gun  throwing  a  heavy  bullet,  and  by  the 
time  it  was  hauled  up  on  a  staging  alongside  the 
ship  it  was  practically  lifeless.  When  the  seamen 
cut  this  shark  open  no  less  than  thirty-nine  young 
sharks  were  taken  out  of  its  body.  These  creatures 
were  fifteen  to  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  their 
eyes  were  not  fully  developed,  being  represented  by 
protuberances  only.  They  were,  however,  extremely 
lively,  and  two  or  throe  which  fell  overboard  swam 
about  in  an  aimless  fashion.  The  mother  shark 
was  only  about  12ft.  in  length,  but  its  girth,  as  may 
well  be  supposed,  was  huge. 

With  reference  to  correspondence  in  your  columns 
regarding  the  preservation  of  gut  casts,  etc.,  I 
should  be  glad  of  your  opinion  on  a  method  used 
by  a  friend  of  mine,  who  informed  me  that  ho  had 
found  it  answer  well.  Before  stowing  away  his 
casts  at  the  end  of  the  season,  he  carefully  oiled 
them  by  rubbing  thoin  over  with  an  oily  rag,  and 
then  placed  them  in  a  tin  box  having  a  closely 
fitting  cover. 

I  presume  that  gut,  if  exposed  to  dry  air,  is  apt 
to  harden,  and  if  exposed  to  damp  air  is  certain  to 
rot ;  if  then  the  oil  itself  does  not  affect  the  gut 
injuriously  (and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should)  this 
method  appears  to  have  the  double  merit  of  keeping 
the  gut  supple  and  preserving  it  from  the  action  of 
air,  whether  damp  or  dry. 

The  results  of  this  treatment  of  gut  casts,  so  far 
as  I  have  myself  tried  it,  using  rape-seed  oil,  have 
been  satisfactory. — Yours  truly,  R.  N. 


FISHING  ON  THE  YARROW. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  allow  me  the  privilege  of 
using  your  paper  as  the  means  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation from  any  of  your  numerous  angling  readers. 
I  purpose  spending  a  holiday  in  Moffat  or  Yarrow 
during  the  first  fortnight  in  May.  Which  is  the 
better  place  for  angling,  and  is  the  angling  good  '! 
Is  May  too  early  for  trouting,  and  can  private 
accommodation  be  readily  obtained  in  either  place  ? 
Information  on  these  and  on  any  other  interesting 
or  useful  points  from  any  brother  angler  who  has 
had  experience  of  these  places,  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  by — Yours  truly,        Olivia  Dunn. 

QUERIES  ABOUT  IRISH  FISHING. 

Deab  Sir, — Would  one  of  your  readers  be  good 
enough  to  tell  me: — 

1.  What  is  the  best  time  of  the  year  to  fish 
Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  for  salmon  and  trout,  and 
which  is  the  best  place  to  fish  them  from  ? 

2.  When  is  the  best  time  to  fish  for  skate  at  Bally- 
cotton,  where  to  stay  and  the  way  to  fish  for  same  ? 

3.  Is  Ballycotton  the  best  place  for  skate  ? 

4.  Is  there  any  free  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
near  Ballycotton  ? 

5.  Wishing  to  take  my  wife  to  Scotland  for  a 
month  or  so,  I  should  like  to  go  where  I  could  get 
some  free  fly  fishing,  salmon  or  trout,  river  pre- 
ferred. I  do  not  mind  having  to  walk  a  mile  or 
two  for  it,  and  oblige — Yours  truly,  E.  K. 

"GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  PIKE." 

Dear  Sib, — You  said  on  page  88  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  3  that,  *'  No  doubt  turning  fish 
back  which  have  been  hooked  and  landed  does 
make  them  hook-shy — even  pike  become  wary." 

Perhaps  you  remember  in  1898  we  had  a  con- 
versation about  the  best  way  to  mark  fish  as  I 
caught  then  such  large  numbers  of  pike  I  did  not 
know  what  to  do  with,  and  intended  to  mark  a 
number  of  them  so  as  to  determine  their  growth 
and  wanderings.  The  outcome  of  our  conversation 
was  I  got  some  numbered  labels  to  be  attached  by 
a  wire  to  the  gill-covers.  Looking  over  my  diary 
I  find  the  following  interesting  items  : — 

Pike  No.  5. — Weight,  31b. ;  2!2in.  long.  Recaught 
by  Mr.  Moseley  the  following  week.    Feb.  21,  1899. 

Pike  No.  6. — Weight,  31b. ;  23in.  long.  Recaught 
by  Mr.  Woodhouse  six  days  later.    Feb.  21,  1899. 

Pike  No.  ii. — Weight,  41b.  ;  25Jin.  long.  Recaught 
and  killed  by  Mr.  Woodhouse  in  March.  Feb.  21, 
1899. 

Pike  No.  15.— Weight,  2Jlb. ;  23in.  long.  I  caught 
him  again  March  14,  1899.  Recaught  by  Mr. 
Woodhouse  the  following  day  about  a  mde  away. 

Pike  No.  61.— Weight,  3^1b.  ;  24^in.  long.  I  re- 
caught him  an  hour  later  on  the  same  spot  without 
having  moved  my  boat.    March  14,  1899. 

Now  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  each  fish — they 
were  all  caught  spinning — after  having  been  landed 
was  put  into  a  narrow,  open  box,  with  one  aide 
movable,  which  was  screwed  up  to  the  fish  placed 
in  it  80  as  to  hold  it  in  position.  A  large  hole  was 
cut  in  the  movable  side  so  as  to  enable  me  to  get 
easily  at  the  gill-covar.  I  then  pierced  the  gill-cover 
with  a  pair  of  specially  made  pliers,  and  inserted  a 
ring  with  label  attached.  Finally,  I  closed  the  ring 
with  another  pair  of  pliers.    The  fish  was  then 


taken  out  of  the  box,  weighed,  measured,  and  care- 
fully returned  to  the  water. 

In  this  way  I  registered  some  seventy  fish,  but 
finding  that  I  kept  on  catching  the  same  fish  day 
after  day  I  gave  it  up.  On  many  fish  I  could 
clearly  see  that  my  label  had  been  torn  out  of  the 
gill-cover. 

AsTegards  trout,  however,  I  think  you  are'right.  i 
Their  memory  lasts  only  a  short  time  I  am  sure, 
but  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  long.    One  blazing  i 
hot  day  in  July  I  was  fishing  on  the  Nidd — dapping 
or  bobbing,  as  it  is  called,  with  the  live  bluebottle 
— when  I  saw  a  trout  of  about  ^Ib.  just  showing 
his  nose  from  underneath  some  sticks  and  rubbish. 
I  carefully  put  my  bluebottle  about  Gin.  in  front  i 
of  him,  and  he  took  it  gingerly  in  his  mouth.  I 
had  him  on  in  a  moment,  when  the  hold  gave  way.  | 
In  half  an  hour  I  returned,  and  saw  the  fish  in  ! 
exactly  the  samo  position,  but  as  soon  as  he  saw  j 
my  bluebottle  touch  the  water  he  vanished  like  i 
lightning. — Yours  truly,  F.  Schboedeb.  ^ 

TOM  O'NEIL'S  TROUT  FLIES— FISHING  IN  ! 

CORSICA.  I 
Dear  Sib, — Following  your  recommendation  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  10,  I  sent  Tom  O'Neil 
an  order  for  three  dozen  trout  flies  suitable  for  the 
month  of  April.    They  arrived  by  return  of  post, 
along  with  the  enclosed  quaint  letter.    The  flies  i 
are  really  good,  and  if  others  amongst  your  readers  | 
will  follow  my  example  they  will  not  only  do  a 
kindness  to  a  worthy  old  couple,  but  will  also  get 
very  good  value  for  their  money. — Yours  truly, 

J.  M.  B. 

P.S. — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
anything  about  the  trout  fishing  in  Corsica  ? 

[There  are  I  fool  sure  small  trout  to  be  caught  in 
the  hill  streams  of  Corsica,  also,  I  fear,  brigands  to 
catch  anglers  for  ransom,  but  I  write  only  from 
memory  of  an  article  I  published  many  years  ago 
by.  I  think,  Mr.  H.  W.  Seton-Karr.  Here  is  Tom 
O'Neil's  amusing  and  useful  epistle — "cold"  and 
"  warm  "  mean  for  use  on  cold  or  warm  days.  I  am 
glad  to  find  Dr.  B.  likes  the  flies. — Ed.] 

5.  ST.  MARYS  ST  MONMOUTH  FEB   15  1900 

HONERD  SUB  THES  FLIS  WILL 
KILL  WELL  ON  LAKE  OB  KIVVEB 
IN  APREL 

6  MARCH  BROWNS 

6  LARGE  IRON  BLUES  COLD 

6  GRANUMS  WARM  1 
6  LITE  BLUE  DUNS 

6  COCKWINGS  OB  OLIVE  DUNS  IN  BAIN  BEST 
6  BROWN  SPINNERS  BEST  ON  LAKE  BUT  GOOD 
THANKIN  YOU,  VERRE  MUCH 

TOM  ONEIL  Al 

(Price,  Is.  2d.  per  dozen  on  gut,  post  free.)  M 

COARSE  FISHING  WANTED— A  PASTE  W 
QUERY.  II 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  recently  taken  a  house  in 
Bideford,  N.  Devon.  Sea  fishing,  during  the  past 
year,  at  any  rate,  has  been  a  complete  failure. 
Trout  fishing  worth  having  is,  I  am  informed, 
unattainable  at  a  moderate  price.  I  should  be 
most  grateful  if  any  of  your  readers  who  know 
N.  Devon  would  tell  me  whether  there  is  any 
coarse  fishing  (pike  and  perch  preferred)  to  be  had 
within  reach  of  this  town.  I  do  not  mind  paying 
a  reasonable  sum  for  the  privilege.  I  want  to 
know  of  a  place  where  I  could  get  a  few  hours' 
fishing  and  return  here  same  day. 

May  I  further  trespass  on  your  kindness  to  ask 
whether  pastes  made  of  "Shredded  Wheat,"  "  Grape 
Nuts,"  "  Force,"  or  any  similar  preparation  have 
been  used  for  roach  and  other  paste  takers  ?  I 
have  no  chance  to  try  the  idea  for  myself.  Most  of 
the  preparations  named  have  a  flavour  quite  distinct 
from  that  of  any  paste  I  have  tried,  and  might  be 
acceptable  to  roach,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

  LOCHWOOD. 

A  HOME-MADE  FLY-BOX. 

Dear  Sir, — For  some  years  past  I  have  adopted 
the  following  method  of  making  an  effective  fly- 
box  at  practically  no  expense,  which  I  find  more 
efficacious  than  those  sold  in  tackle  shops  with 
cork  interiors.  The  japanned  tin  boxes  have 
sharp  edges,  are  heavy,  and  get  rusty,  while  the 
aluminium  and  celluloid  ones  get  bulged  and  the 
cork  bends  the  hooks. 

I  get  an  ordinary  empty  two-ounce  stamped  tin 
tobacco  box,  and  glue  on  the  inside,  top  and 
bottom,  with  marine  glue,  a  layer  of  soft  medicated 
lint.  On  the  outside  I  glue  bright  coloured  paper, 
so  that  the  box  can  be  easily  discerned  if  dropped 
amongst  grass,  etc.  Such  a  box  will  hold  some 
five  dozen  trout  flies,  which  can  easily  be  held  in 
place  and  easily  detached,  and  do  not  blow  away 
when  the  box  is  opened.  A  smaller  or  larger  box 
can  be  used  if  more  convenient. — Yours  truly,  1 

M.  W.  J 

{Several  letiffrs  are  una/voidahly  held  ovor.)  ■ 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society. 

On  Wednesday  next,  Marcn  21,  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  will  be 
held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  when  Viscount  Churchill, 
G.O.V.O.,  will  be  in  the  chair  and  Lord  Desborough 
in  the  vice-chair,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
delightful  evening. 


Hon.  Sees,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

I  regret  that  in  mentioning  former  hon.  sees,  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  I  quite  forgot  to  note  that 
Mr.  Reginald  E.  Booker  acted  as  hon.  sec.  for  a 
long  time  during  Mr.  David  Wilson's  absence 
abroad  through  illness. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  on  Dropping  Rod  Point  if 
Hooked  Fish  Jumps. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  kindly  replies  as 
follows  on  this  question: — 

"In  last  v/te^^ a  Fishing  GazeWe  you  wished  me 
to  tell  you  if  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  drop  the 
point  of  the  rod  if  a  hooked  fish  leaps  out  of  the 
water.  Yes,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  lower  the 
point  of  the  rod.  I  always  strive  to  do  it,  and 
advise  others  to  do  the  same.  On  many  occasions 
I  have  lost  salmon  and  trout  by  not  lowering  the 
point  of  the  rod. 

"  My  reason  for  lowering  the  point  of  the  rod  is 
that,  as  a  rule,  before  a  fish  jumps  it  runs  down 
into  deeper  water,  and  then  turns  up  with  all  its 
energy  to  enable  it  to  jump  into  the  air.  In  so 
doing  a  bag  gets  on  the  line,  and  the  resistance  of 
the  line  in  the  water  and  the  angler  holding  on 
puts  an  undue  strain  on  the  tackle,  either  breaking 
the  cast  or  tearing  the  hook  from  the  fish's  mouth. 

"  I  agree  with  '  Benwyan ' ;  it  is  not  a  case  lof 
the  fish  falling  on  a  tight  line,  this  I  have  proved 
many  a  time  by  not  lowering  the  point  of  the  rod 
and  holding  on.    If  the  fish  is  not  large,  say  under 
121b.,  and  using  ordinary  salmon  tackle,  you  will 
almost  always,  while  the  fish  is  in  the  air,  turn  its 
[    head  towards  you,  while  the  tail  will  be  further 
away  from  you.    In  this  position  it  could  never 
fall  on  the  line.    Even  although  the  fish  was  much 
!    larger  and  the  drag  on  the  line  not  sufficient  to 
■    tarn  round  the  head  of  the  fish  and  the  fish  fall  on 
;    the  water,  the  line  has  more  chance  to  be  above 
I    the  fish  than  below  it.  Even  although  it  was  below 


it  and  the  fish  fall  on  to  it  I  cannot  see  where  the 
danger  would  be. 

"The  fish  in  the  act  of  jumping  takes  the  line 
with  it,  and  in  falling  brings  it  down  with  it  very 
gently,  all  that  takes  place  is  a  tightening  of  the 
line.  On  many  occasions  I  have  had  a  fish  fall  on 
my  cast  line  rising  of  .its  own  accord  not  hooked, 
and  all  that  took  place  was  a  tightening  of  the 
line ;  it  could  never  break  it. 

"The  fatal  moment  is  when  the  fish  is  in  the 
air,  when  the  drag  comes  on  to  the  fish.  I  have 
lost  many  a  fish  by  tearing  the  hook  from  its 
mouth  while  the  fish  was  in  the  air.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  when  the  fish  is  in  the  air  it  strikes 
the  line  with  its  tail ;  if  the  line  is  tight  there  is 
a  danger  of  breaking.  You  can  prove  this  by 
examining  the  fish's  tail,  where  you  will  see  it  cut 
down  several  inches  with  the  line  coming  against 
it.  At  other  times,  when  the  fish  is  struggling 
under  water,  its  tail  often  comes  in  contact  with 
the  line,  and  gets  cut  and  also  frays  the  gut. 

"In  loch  trout  fishing,  a  trout  in  the  act  of 
rising  has  risen  clear  of  the  water  when  I  have 
struck  and  left  the  fly  in  its  mouth,  or  lost  the  fish 
by  the  hook  tearing  the  mouth.  Now,  I  think  I 
did  exactly  what  the  fish  does  in  jumping  after 
being  hooked. 

"  Of  course,  the  proper  way  to  hook  a  trout  is 
to  wait  until  the  fish  falls,  and  then  tighten  up  the 
line.  Most  anglers  who  fish  heavy  rivers  know 
what  bagging  or  bellying  the  line  is.  When  this 
takes  place,  and  the  fish  gets  the  better  of  the 
angler,  it  jumps  when  the  strain  comes  on  to  it, 
and  usually  continues  to  jump  until  a  break  takes 
place.  By  every  jump  the  drag  on  the  line 
with  the  weight  of  the  water  pulls  round  the  head 
of  the  fish  the  same  as  a  rabbit  in  a  snare ;  as  I 
said  before,  when  a  fish  jumps,  either  trout  or 
salmon,  I  always  lower  the  point  of  the  rod — the 
higher  the  jump  the  further  I  lower,  with  the  result 
that  I  lose  very  few  fish  in  the  act  of  jumping. 

"  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  a  friend  land  many 
hundreds  of  salmon,  and  he  kept  such  a  hold  of 
the  fish  that  he  made  them  jump  more  than  they 
should  do,  with  the  result  that  he  lost  a  large 
proportion  of  those  that  jumped.  I  asked  him  to 
lower  the  point  of  the  rod  to  the  next  one  that 
jumped.  He  found  this  most  diflBcult  to  do,  for 
the  first  time  he  tried  it — he  did  it  too  quickly, 
and  caught  it  in  the  air.  After  one  or  two  breaks 
he  soon  got  into  it,  and  now  does  it  to  perfection, 
which  has  added  considerably  to  the  number  of 
his  bag." 

Mr.  Mallooh's  experience  is  so  great  that  his 
letter  quite  convinces  me  that  it  is  better  to  risk 
a  fly  dropping  out  or  being  shaken  out  by  the 
action  of  lowering  the  rod  and  taking  the  strain 
off  the  line  rather  than  to  risk  pulling  it  out  in 
the  way  Mr.  Malloch  describes.  In  playing  a  large 
trout  on  a  short  line  I  always  drop  the  point,  and 
now  I  shall  do  it  at  any  distance  with  any  fish. 

Unbleached  Gut  and  Care  of  Gut. 

Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  who,  I  regret  to  hear,  has 
been  laid  up  with  that  wretched  influenza,  writes:  — 

"  I  enclose  you  100  of  '  Refina '  unbleached  gut. 
I  was  under  the  impression  it  was  yellow  in  colour, 
as  a  case  we  imported  some  twenty-five  years  ago 
was  yellow.  We  have  also  had  occasionally  one  or 
two  thousands  of  the  same  colour,  which  was  very 
strong. 

"  We  have  been  in  correspondence  with  our 
manager  in  Murcia  for  some  considerable  time,  and 
he  has  recently  sent  us  in  a  smaU  consignment  with 
the  outer  skin,  or  film,  which,  when  boiled,  peels  off 
and  leaves  the  gut  white,  so  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  no  unbleached  gut  can  possibly  be  had 
different  to  the  enclosed  sample  in  colour.  I  shall 
in  future  import  all  extra  fine  gut  unbleached,  as  it 
is  much  stronger.  We  can  then  stain  it  any  colour 
required. 

"  When  you  are  writing  on  '  Keeping  of  gut,'  just 
say  a  few  words,  as  there  are  so  many  theories  on 
this  subject,  but  in  my  own  personal  experience 
there  is  no  better  way  of  keeping  this  article  than 
by  wrapping  it  in  wash-leather.  We  have  a  cast 
book  on  the  market  at  the  present  time  which  has 
wash-leather  leaves.  As  you  are  well  aware  we 
only  wrap  our  gut  in  paper,  and  never  have  any  go 
bad,  although  we  have  a  stock  of  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  millions. 

"  Any  angler  wishing  to  keep  his  gut  in  good 
condition  cannot  do  better  than  store  it  in  a  bed- 
room or  library  wrapped  in  wash-leather." 


The  unbleached  "  Refina  "  gut  which  Mr.  Allcock 
kindly  sends  seems  to  me  to  bo  very  strong,  but  it 
is,  I  fancy,  not  so  transparent  and  glass-like  as 
some  he  sent  me  many  years  ago,  to  which  he  refers 
— in  fact,  I  hope  Mr.  Allcock  will  ask  his  manager 
in  Murcia  if  he  has  not  sent  some  bleached  gut 
by  mistake.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Allcock's 
unbleached  gut  is  much  stronger  than  bleached  gut; 
another  great  gut  importer  speaks  of  bleaching  gut 
as  "  a  mania  " — that  is,  a  madness,  and  that  seems 
to  be  the  correct  word  for  it.  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  will  be  found  necessary  to  dye  perfectly  un- 
bleached and  colourless  gut  at  all,  even  for  the  finest 
trout  casts — it  is  the  whitened  bleached  gut  which 
looks  so  conspicuous  in  the  water,  and  when  you 
dye  that  you  make  it  far  more  opaque,  and,  of 
course,  more  visible  to  the  fish  looking  up. 

As  regards  "keeping  gut,"  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock 
ought  to  know!  and  yet  how  the  experiences  of 
different  people  differ.  Colonel  Meysey- Thompson 
tells  us  wash-leather  rots  gut,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson 
says  bis  wash-leather  actually  renews  strength  which 
gut  has  lost  (an  absolute  impossibility  in  my  humble 
opinion),  and  now  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  after  fifty 
years'  experience,  also  recommends  wash-leather. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  reminds  me  that  there  is  wash- 
leather  and  wash-leather,  and  that  possibly  some 
of  the  cheap  skins  are  prepared  in  a  way  which 
permits  injurious  chemicals  to  remain  in  them. 
What  does  our  old  friend  Mr.  James  McRae  say, 
who  has  used  gut  and  made  wash-leather  for  fifty 
years  nearly. 

Anyway,  I  hope  anglers  and  fishing  tackle  makers 
will  not  be  discouraged  from  making  experiments 
with  bleached  and  unbleached  gut  because  some 
wise  people  call  it  "  all  fad."  Wo  should  have  no 
improvements  of  any  kind  if  people  were  all  afraid 
of  being  called  faddists — often  by  those  who  after- 
wards claim  to  have  invented  the  improvement  in 
question. 


Best  Temperature  for  Trout  Eggs  on  Long  Voyage. 

The  question  as  to  what  is  the  best  temperature 
in  which  to  keep  the  eggs  of  trout  and  salmon 
which  have  to  go  long  sea  voyages  is  important. 
I  asked  Herr  Jaffe,  who  has  had  long  and  varied 
experience  in  sending  eggs  to  different  parts  of  the 
world,  including  South  America,  and  he  says  that 
he  finds  34J°  Pahkenheit  is  safest. 


6ft  Strands  of  Silkworm  Gut. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  long  strands  of  silkworm 
gut,  but  unfortunately  those  I  have  seen  of  2ft.  to 
4ft.  in  length  have  been  worthless,  as  they  had 
length  but  no  strength.  In  the  American  Field 
recently  I  saw  this  note  : — 

"  A  fine  drawn  strand  of  silkworm  gut  6ft.  in 
length  is  a  novelty  in  fishing  tackle,  but  would 
prove  very  effective  for  use  by  dry-fly  casters. 
Edward  G.  Taylor,  of  Chicago,  recently  exhibited 
such  a  leader  at  the  office  of  the  American  Field, 
the  breaking  strain  of  which  he  stated  was  about 
41b.  This  remarkable  specimen  of  skill  in  drawing 
the  viscous  fluid  secreted  by  the  silkworm  is  a 
product  of  Japan.  Mr.  J.  H.  Jenkins,  an  enthu-  i 
siastic  fly  fisherman  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  received  a 
number  of  these  strands  of  gut — probably  the 
longest  ever  drawn,  and  certainly  nearly  doubling 
in  length  any  before  seen  in  the  ofSce  of  the 
American  Field — from  a  friend  sojourning  in  the 
land  of  the  Mikado.  He  sent  one  to  Mr.  Taylor, 
who  showed  it  to  us.  It  is  hoped  that  further 
facts  regarding  this  advance  in  the  art  of  drawing 
silkworm  gut  may  be  obtained  and  given  to  the  fly 
fishermen  who  read  the  American  Field.'' 

If  the  gut  is  fine,  41b.  is  a  great  test,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  hear  more  about  it. 


A  New  Book  by  Captain  Hart  Davis. 

Mr.  Horace  Cox  has  just  published  "Chats  on 
Angling,"  by  Captain  Hart  Davis,  author  of 
"  Deer  Stalking,'^  etc.  It  contains  chapters  in 
praise  of  the  Dry  Fly,  some  Dry  Fly  Maxims, 
Education  of  the  South  Country  Trout,  Evening 
Rise,  Jack,  the  May  Fly,  the  Angler  and  Ambidex- 
terity, Loch  Fishing,  Dapping  for  Trout,  Grayling 
Fishing,  Salmon  Fishing,  etc.  Interest  is  added  to 
the  book  by  the  fact  that  its  author  is  also  its 
artist.  .  The  modest  spirit  in  which  the  book  is 
offered  to  the  reader  may  be  inferred  from  the 
following  extract  from  the  preface:  "They  are 
'  Chats '  rather  than  didactic  deliverances,  and  are 
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offered  ia  the  belief  that  much  will  be  forgiven  to 
a  brother  angler,  since  all  that  pertains  to  the 
beloved  pastime  has  some  interest,  and  the  experi- 
ences of  the  poorest  writer  that  ever  recorded  his 
views  and  fancies  may  haply  strike  some  responsive 
note." 

I  hope  to  refer  to  the  book  again  shortly. 

Shortage  of  Water  in  Rivers. 
After  the  house  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  March  27,  Mr.  Albert 
Jackson,  of  the  Anglers'  News,  will  open  a  discussion 
on  the  question  of  the  shortage  of  water  in  rivers. 
I  hope  Mr.  Jackson  agrees  with  my  view  that  our 
water  companies  ought  to  be  compelled  to  store 
winter  and  spring  flood  water,  instead  of  stealing 
spring  water  in  the  summer  when  the  streams  are 
low. 


The  Proper  Time  to  Feed  Trout  Fry. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  gave  an  account  of  some  notes 
on  pisciculture  in  which  Dr.  Oltramare,  who  writes 
in  Le  Pecheur,  said  that  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  wait 
until  the  yolk-sac  is  all  absorbed  before  beginning 
to  feed  them.  Herr  Jaffe  tells  me  that  this  advice 
was  first  given  over  twenty  years  ago  by  the  late 
Sir  James  Maitland,  in  his  "  History  of  Howietoun 
Fishery." 


Dartmoor  Trout  Fishing. 
Mr.  S.  P.  Adams,  of  Newton  Abbot,  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  West  Dart  Trout  Restocking  Fund, 
reports  having  turned  down  three  thousand  4in. 
and  one  thousand  3^in.  brown  trout  yearlings,  on 
Saturday  last,  in  the  Cowsick,  Moorland,  Cherry 
Brook,  and  Coxlake  tributaries.  The  fish  arrived 
in  good  condition,  and  were  obtained  from  Mr.  T. 
F.  Tracy,  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery,  Exebridge,  near 
Tiverton. 


The  Record  Pike  gets  Away. 
Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie  writes  : — 

"I  had  hoped  to  catch  the  record  pike  this 
season,  and  would  have  done  so  had  the  keeper 
not  dropped  the  gaff  several  hundred  yards  away 
from  the  scene  of  action.  Picture  me  looking  at 
a  nearly  exhausted  '  buster '  I  could  not  get  at  1 
However,  he  is  alive  to  grow  even  bigger,  and  I 
had  a  royal  time  playing  him.  That  made  the 
third  time  he  has  been  hooked,  and  the  second 
occasion  when  he  has  been  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  rod.'.' 

The  Close  Time  for  Trout  in  Ireland. 

A  Cork  angler,  Mr.  R.  S.  Anthony,  writes : — 

"I  would  feel  very  grateful  if  you  would  with 
your  usual  courtesy  enlighten  me  on  the  following  : 

"  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Cork  Anglers'  Association  I  handed  in  the  following 
notice  of  motion : 

"  '  That  the  open  season  for  trout  fishing  shall 
start  on  March  1  in  each  year,  instead  of  on  Feb.  1 
as  at  present. 

"  '  That  steps  be  taken  to  bring  this  matter  before 
the  Lee  Fishery  Conservators  and  other  fishery 
boards  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  so  that  a  bye-law 
or  bye-laws  can  be  made  dealing  with  the  matter, 

(and  other  preliminary  steps  taken  in  time  to  have 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  close  time  enforced 
before  next  fishing  season.' 

"  It  was  stated  at  the  meeting  that  the  proposed 
change  would  necessitate  a  change  in  the  salmon 
close  season  also. 

"You  will  greatly  oblige  by  answering  the  fol- 
lowing questions : 

"1.  Have  the  Lee  Fishery  Conservators  power 
to  alter  the  close  season  for  trout  in  their  own 
district  ? 

"  2.  Would  the  proposed  change  affect  the  close 
season  for  salmon  ?  " 


Fishing  Club  Rules. 

I  have  to  thank  the  secretaries  who  have  kindly 
sent  me  rules  referring  to  the  preservation  of  waters 
for  their  members. 


Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams,  of  Kingsland. 

In  consequence  of  inquiries  I  have  received  from 
anglers  in  America,  as  well  as  in  this  country,  I 
wrote  to  Mrs.  WiUiams,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  R. 
T.  WiUiams,  of  Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  to  ask  if 
she  carried  on  her  husband's  business.  He  was 
noted  for  his  flies,  and  also  for  the  excellence  of  his 
varied  stock  of  materials  for  salmon  and  trout  fly 
making,  including  hackles  and  other  feathers  from 
the  chief  English  and  foreign  birds.  Mrs.  Williams 
informs  me  that  she  is  keeping  on  the  business,  but 
has  removed  from  Lugg  Cottage  to  Brick  House, 
Kingsland,  and  has  a  nice  selection  of  hackles,  etc., 
for  salmon  and  trout  flies.  Mrs.  Williams  will  send 
her  printed  price  list  on  application  being  made  to 
her  for  it. 


Fine  Tay  Salmon. 
Soon  after  getting  back  from  fishing  on  the  Tay 
at  summer  level  and  no  use  for  sport,  I  heard  from 
Mr.  Malloch  that  the  river  rose  seven  feet!  and 
would  not  be  in  ply  until  the  end  of  this  week,  so 
if  we  had  stayed  we  should  have  been  as  badly  off 
with  too  much  as  with  too  little  water.  Mr.  Malloch 
says  they  got  200  salmon  in  the  nets  on  Thursday, 
March  8,  the  two  largest  weighing  together  80pb. 
What  a  jolly  brace  they  would  have  made  for 
Mrs.  M.  and  self  to  have  landed  on  the  Murthly 
water  recently.  They  were  only  waiting  for  a  flood 
to  get  up ! 


Effect  of  the  Report  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
Dinner. 

A  correspondent  in  Northumberland  who  is 
getting  up  a  fly  fishing  association  writes: — 

"  Many  thanks  for  information  sent.  I  may  say 
that  our  principal  object  in  commencing  the  club 
is  to  promote  fly  fishing  in  the  far  north,  at  least 
this  portion  of  it.  As  it  is  our  intention  to  rent 
some  water  if  possible,  if  you  could  kindly  help 
us  to  rules  for  the  conducting  of  the  same  we 
would  esteem  it  a  great  favour.  I  fancy  your 
reports  from  year  to  year  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
dinner  and  the  interesting  speeches  delivered  there 
have  much  to  do  with  our  present  activity,  though 
it  has  been  talked  about  for  some  time." 


Irish  Boards  of  Conservators  cannot  alter  close 
times.  That  power  rests  with  the  Fisheries  Branch 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  whose  office  is 
at  3,  Kildare-place,  Dublin. 

The  alteration  of  the  close  time  for  trout  from 
Feb.  1  to  March  1  would  not  affect  the  salmon 
close  time. 

In  Scotland  the  trout  season  opens  on  March  1 
all  over  the  country,  whereas  the  salmon  season 
commences  weeks  earlier  and  at  different  dates. 
Feb.  1  is  four  weeks  too  soon  for  any  trout  fishing 
to  commence  in  my  opinion. 

"  Seventy  Years'  Fishing." 

Mr.  Charles  George  Barrington,  C.B.,  formerly 
Assistant-Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  is  publishing 
his  recollections  of  fishing  at  home  and  abroad 
under  the  title  of  "Seventy  Years'  Fishing."  He 
tells  how  he  caught  his  first  fish  imder  the  tuition 
of  Lord  Grey,  of  Reform  Bill  fame,  and  how, 
having  learnt  the  art  in  Scotland  on  the  Tweed,  he 
has  continued  it  in  Germany  ever  since  in  the 
intervals  of  a  busy  life  at  the  Foreign  OflSce.  The 
volume  will  ba  issued  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Elder 
and  Co.,  with  a  portrait  in  photogravure,  on 
March  26.  R.  B.  Makston. 


FISHING  ON  HAWES  WATEE. 


{Continued  from  page  163.) 

What  a  day  that  was — ^wind  and  rain  coming  on 
just  as  we  got  on  board  Will's  boat,  jrhich  he  had 
in  readiness  for  us. 

I  got  two  and  G.  one,  both  of  mine  on  Red 
Partridge  and  his  on  a  Harelug.  We  then  gave  it 
up,  having  braved  it  well  till  12.30,  and  lunched 
under  the  sheltering  wall  by  the  Holmes  landing. 

G.  would  have  no  more  of  it  after  lunch,  and 
Will,  taking  the  fragments  that  remained  back  to 
the  inn,  saving  the  beer  that  should  have  been  T.'s 
portion,  which  we  hid,  I  worked  my  way  back  up 
the  beck,  getting  eight  more  before  giving  in,  wet 
through,  one  of  them  nearly  half  a  pound,  a  Coch- 
y-Bondhu  doing  most  of  the  work. 

Wlien  I  move  fish  and  cannot  get  on  terms  with 
them  I  often,  or  rather  should  say  always,  change 
my  flies.  My  brother,  also  old  Will,  both  of  them 
past  masters  at  the  game,  do  not  agree  with  me  in 
this. 

Of  course,  there  are  days  when  the  flies  are  like 
the  wives  I  once  heard  a  clergyman  mention  in  a 
sermon.    He  began  hia  address  from  the  pulpit 


with  the  dictum,  "Husbands,  love  your  wives," 
and  continued  in  the  same  breath  by  adding,  "  but, 
brethren,  I  grant  you,  there  are  some  women  that 
no  man  could  love."  i  What  a  dig  in  the  ribs  I  gave 
my  dear  old  dutch  sitting  beside  me  !  And,  even 
so,  I  grant  you,  there  are  some  flies  that  no  trout 
could  love,  but  I  don't  put  them  on. 

Again,  there  are  some  days  that  no  trout  can 
feed,  but  can  wantonly  swirl  up  and  smack  at  the 
imitation  insects  we  offer  them,  in  sport  only.  I 
well  remember  once  on  this  very  lake  having 
over  sixty  rises  without  hooking  a  single  fish,  often 
the  same  fish  coming  again  and  again,  close  up  to 
the  boat.  I  began  to  count  them  after  missing 
about  six  rises,  and  hooked  my  fifty-seventh  fish, 
and  then  they  did  well. 

On  this  wild  22nd  of  May,  T.  had  done  what  he 
said,  and  arrived  back  with  seven, fish, iquite  a  nice 
fry,  and  not  in  bad  condition  at  all. 

Saturday,  May  23,  was  a  much  more  favourable 
day  for  the  lake,  as  it  was  possible  to  keep  the  boat 
easy,  but  towards  tea  time,  soon  after  3  p.m.,  the 
wind  dropped  entirely  after  a  good  fishing  breeze, 
with  very  few  fish  looking  upwards. 

Will  said,  more  than  once,  it  would  get  warmer 
in  the  afternoon,  and  we  should  get  fish,  if  only 
the  breeze  held,  which  unfortunately  it  didn't. 
The  reflections  in  the  glassy  lake  were  perfect, 
however,  and  G's  nine  and  my  own  fourteen  made 
quite  a  pretty  dish  of  little  plump  speckled 
fighters.  I  worked  a  bit  harder  than  G.,  and  was 
rewarded,  as  I  just  beat  the  nefarious  and  una- 
bashed Mr.  Beano,  who  met  us  at  the  inn  with  his 
ill-gotten  gains,  numbering  ten. 

I  had  never  met  this  angler '  before  this  trip, 
and  as  wo  became  more  acquainted  he  thawed  out, 
letting  us  into  the  mountain  tarn  secrets  a  bit 
more.  He  generally  had  a  look  when  near  any  of 
these  out  of  the  world  angling  places,  following 
Fell  Foxhounds,  unless  pace  and  sport  forbade,  to 
see  if  there  was  a  lath  handy. 

Will  remarked  drily  a  day  or  two  later,  "  It 
would  be  a  nice  walk  up  to  Sma'watter  some  fore- 
noon, owert'  top,  if  I  gat  yan  o'  my  lads  to  row 
and  'booat  for  these  gentlemen,"  and  then  T.  knew 
he  had  done  enough,  and  stopped. 

Next  day  being  Sunday  we  walked  up  Kidsty 
Pike  on  to  High  Street,  descending  to  Small  Water, 
where  we  met  Jack  with  the  lunch.  The  dish  of 
potted  trout  was  excellent,  and  when  we  had 
finished  Jack  remarked  with  a  sly  look,  "  There's  a 
nice  ripple,  Mr.  Tom,  and  I'll  just  sit  on  t'  edge 
and  have  a  look  down  t'  dale."  He  did,  and 
our  old  reprobate,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  was  sailing 
his  pleasure  boat  on  the  tiny  waves,  or,  rather,  I 
should  say  in  them,  as  it  was  barely  discernible  on 
the  surface. 

"Chuck,  dive,  up,  splash,  hah,  hah!  "from  T., 
and  one  was  kicking  behind ;  then  another,  and  a 
"  Now  we'll  take  those  off,"  and  on  the  game 
proceeded  for  some  time,  G.  and  myself  being  most 
interested  spectators  from  a  comfortable  seat  in 
the  sun,  watching  the  old  scoundrel  enjoying 
himself. 

The  first  time  he  landed  two,  the  next  twice  only 
one  out  of  two,  and  then  two  again,  when  a  voice 
from  the  "  edge  "  exclaimed,  "  In  about  six  minutes, 
Mr.  Tom,  there'll  be  three  fellers  a  looking  on." 

In  about  four  minutes,  however,  or  less  the 
"  Latt "  was  under  its  stone.  T.  was  having  a  good 
old  "  beano  "  when  the  visitors  appeared  with  an 
empty  beer  bottle  on  a  rock  throwing  stones  at  it : 
sweet,  guileless  Tommy.  The  visitors,  however, 
naughty  men!  had  a  short-jointed  rod,  and  after 
a  little  hesitation  put  up  and  began  to  fish.  "  It's 
hardly  safe  to  fish  here  on  Sunday,"  began  the 
now  righteously  indignant  Tommy,  till  we  threw 
stones  at  him.  We  watched  with  interest  the 
beautifully  laid  on  line  alight  on  the  water,  where 
we  were  sorry  to  see  the  breeze  was  lessening.  It 
grew  less  and  less,  and  it  might  only  have  been 
fancy  but  I  thought  I  saw  covert  glances  towards 
the  boulder  over  the  illegal  engine.  They  had 
driven  from  Penrith  to  the  Dun  Bull,  and  gladly 
absorbed  whiskey  and  soda  1482ft.  above  sea  level, 
which  lessened  Jack's  load  down. 

After  tea  we  had  a  wrestling  bout  or  two, 
Tommy  being  no  mean  hand.  Jack  got  into  the 
light  weight  semi-finals  that  year  at  Grasmere. 
The  fall  between  G.  and  myself  was  considered  the 
best  as  it  was  the  longest,  and  we  were  the  least 
skilled  in  the  sport  by  a  long  way — would  that  we 
could  have  it  again. 

The  following  day,  Monday,  my  diary  makes  no 
mention  of  a  catch  by  Mr.  T.  "Beano,"  and  from 
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that  I  gather  old  Will  had  hooked  on  about  the 
Small  Water  trout  bsing  at  sixes  and  sevens, 
walking  down  to  the  Dunnie  as  they  did,  and  T. 
condescended  to  have  Ivmch  with  us,  but  was  most 
confoundedly  fidgety  in  the  boat  and  infected  G., 
the  result  being  they  left  me  early,  G.  getting  six, 
myself  eighteen  in  the  lake  and  a  couple  in  the 
big  pool  on  my  way  back,  one  a  very  nice  fish 
over  half-a-pound. 

I  also  see  that  every  fish  that  day  was  taken  on 
the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  the  Alder  being  no  good,  though 
I  saw  it  on  the  hawthorn  as  I  walked  down.  Bank 
Holiday  for  me  that  Whitsuntide  was  free  from  all 
cares,  save  that  old  "  Beano  "  wanted  to  be  out  of 
the  boat  continually,  and  get  G.  "to  be  a  pal." 
We  had  kindly  allowed  him  to  make  a  beastly  mess 
at  lunch,  and  "  Aunt  Sally  "  all  the  empty  bottles 
to  his  heart's  content,  but  "  T'  lile  lad  mvm  be  up 
to  summat,"  as  Will  remarked,  and  sitting  still  in 
a  boat  was  not  his  idea  of  enjoyment  for  long. 

He  had  brought  with  him  some  very  good  wax 
matches,  the  first  and  only  ones  of  the  kind  I  have 
ever  seen.  They  were  just  like  the  ordinary  ones, 
save  that  the  heads  were  thinly  waxed  over,  which 
prevented  them  getting  damp,  and  did  not  interfere 
with  their  ignition  in  the  slightest.  He  would  dip 
one  in  the  lake  and  then  light  his  pipe  with  it,  and 
call  it  " Beano,  eh!  "  Tuesday,  our  last  day,  was 
not  a  good  one  for  fishing.    We  both  tried  hard 


breeze  was  stiff  enough  to  keep  Will  busy  with  the 
boat,  and  G.  fished  manfully,  i  getting  i  fifteen  to 
my  eleven.  Dark  Waterhen  and  Blue  Hackle, 
dressed  long,  and  March  Brown  did  the  best ;  Light 
Woodcock  and  Orange  also  got  a  few  of  the 
twenty-six  fish  taken— all  No.  3  hooks. 

The  weather  was  very  unsettled  and  cold,  and 
next  day  we  had  a  gale  down  the  lake,  my  entry 
being: — "Gale  of  wind,  had  to  fish  from  bank; 
G.  left  at  lunch.  Kitching  got  four  with  his  rod 
in  afternoon,  self  thirteen.  Red  Partridge  and 
smallish  March  Brown  with  light  wings  ;  beastly 
wet." 

I  only  got  my  thirteen  that  day  by  changing 
away  at  my  flies,  as  the  other  rod  was  hard  at  it 
all  the  time  down  the  same  reach  of  water,  a 
frequent  remark  of  Will's  being,  "  He's  gitten  t' 
Bible  out  again,"  referring  to  my  corpulent  old 
pigskin-bound  fly  book. 

Sunday. — I  made  amends  for  the  manner  in 
which  I  spent  my  last  Sabbath  in  Mardale  by 
going  to  church  twice,  old  Will  accompanying 
me  in  the  afternoon,  and,  save  for  the  school- 
mistress, we  two  were  the  only  adults  present  to 
listen  to  the  capital  six  minutes'  address  at  the 
end  of  the  service,  and  we  took  in  every  word  and 
took  it  away  with  us  also. 

Poor  old  G.  had  to  depart  on  urgent  business  at 
four  o'clock.     His  trap,  however,  brought  back 


"  Ha  WES  Water  "  from  the  North. 


and  only  got  ten  each.  Perhaps  the  Bracken  Clock 
on  the  hillsides  was  quiescent;  anyhow.  Red 
Partridge  and  Orange  Partridge  did  better  than 
Coch-y-Bondhu.  (I  do  know  how  to  spell  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  Mr.  Editor,  and  have  fished  it  many  an 
hour  in  Wales,  where  the  name  comes  from,  and 
were  I  tied  to  two  flies  in  that  country  I  would 
take  it  and  the  March  Brown.  What  a  lot  of 
relations  the  latter  has  on  the  Usk,  "  Cobbs " 
galore ;  "  Brigham's  Fancy  "  would  not  be  a  bad 
name.) 

We  left  at  noon  next  day,  lunching  at  Shap,  and 
departing  by  the  2.59  train  south. 

This  visit  was  by  no  means  up  to  form  as  regards 
the  take  of  fish.  I  had  stuck  to  it  fairly  well  for 
my  sixty-two  fiish,  but  had  we  been  a  bit  earlier  to 
work  some  days  the  baskets  would  have  been 
heavier  ;  enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast,  however. 

April  13,  1899. — When  G.  and  myself  arrived  at 
Shap  the  hills  were  white  with  snow,  and  again 
taking  a  trap  from  the  Greyhound  we  arrived  at 
the  Dun  Bull,  Mardale,  at  5  p.m. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  reflections  as  we  drove 
up  alongside  the  lake — there  was  not  a  trace  of 
•ripple — and  the  white  hill  tops,  streaked  lower 
down  with  snow  drifts  in  the  gullies,  here  and 
there  rocks  peeping  out  in  beds  of  scree  or  shingle, 
all  were  reflected  in  that  large,  placid,  glassy  mirror 
in  sharpest  detail. 

.  Next  morning  we  got  to  work  in  good  time,  the 


from  the  station  that  night  another  very  old  friend» 
only  just  beginning  to  fish  in  those  days,  but  now 
the  captor  of  mighty  tarpon  and  possessor  of  a 
beautifully  set  up  trout,  6lb.  something,  which 
always  makes  me  break  number  ten  on  the  schedule 
when  I  look  at  it.  Many  an  hour  have  he  and  I 
sat  together  on  the  English  Channel,  Irish  Sea,  and 
off  Orotava  (Canary  Islands),  and  many  a  diflterent 
fin  have  we  handled  together.  My  liking  for  him 
is  in  no  degree  lessened,  in  that  his  mirth  at  my 
indispositions  when  on  salt  water  does  not  vex 
me.  Should  anyone  else  jeer  at  my  kind  and 
benevolent  charity  to  the  fish  it  would  hurt  me 
muchly. 

Where  was  I  though  when  he  arrived  at  Mardale  7 
Oh,  it  was  Sunday  night,  April  16.  Well,  Monday 
morning  arrived,  and  it  was  a  white  world  we  saw 
on  looking  out :  an  inch  and  a  half  of  snow  on 
the  ground.  We  had  not  come  to  snowball  old 
Will  however,  and  so  we  set  off  fly  fishing.  We 
had  snow  showers  throughout  the  day,  and  the 
novice  got  seven  nice  trout  to  my  twenty-three, 
which  showed  they  were  looking  up  fairly  well. 
Dark  Waterhen  and  Purple,  Light  Waterhen  and 
Yellow,  both  dressed  long,  were  the  flies  de  resistance, 
and  how  old  J.'s  wrist  must  have  ached  with  his 
tough  greenheart  and  being  new  to  the  game  we 
could  but  imagine,  but  stick  to  it  he  did  right 
gamely. 

Next  morning,  if  I  remember  aright,  I  fitted  J. 


up  with  a  lighter  rod,  and  he  did  much  better,  with 
much  less  fatigue.  The  wind  was  down  the  lake, 
and  our  catch  totalled  thirty-seven  and  thirteen. 
Red  Partridge  Hackle  and  Black  Hackle  and  Silver 
doing  about  even  execution.  This  latter  fly  is  very 
good  on  Ullswater,  where  it  goes  by  the  appellation 
of  "Steel's  Fancy."  Will  most  insistently  made 
me  promise  to  try  it  at  home  here  early  on,  but  I 
have  never  done  much  with  it  save  at  Hawes  Water 
and  Ullswater. 

Wednesday  was  blown  in  upon  us  by  another 
gale,  and  bank  fishing  was  all  that  ws  could  indulge 
in,  though  J.  indulged  in  something  else  pretty 
often  as  his  flies  flew,  as  flies  fly  flippantly 
frequently.  Cutting  a  light  trout  cast  at  an  acute 
angle  to  wind  and  water,  with  the  minimum  of 
exertion  to  wrist  and  elbow,  is  not  picked  up  in  a 
day  or  two's  fishing  from  a  boat  on  a  pleasant, 
straight  drift.  I  have  not  got  J.'s  catch  for  that 
day  down  in  my  tell-tale  diary. 

I  landed  thirty-seven  and  returned-  fourteen  of 
them,  but  if  one  can  reach  that  mottled  line  of 
water  where  the  waves  "steady "with  the  back 
wash  from  the  shore  on  a  blustery  day,  then  many 
a  fish  will  be  missed,  lost,  and  pricked,  by  the  belly 
in  the  line  above  water,  but  a  good  many  may  be 
landed. 

The  great  thing  to  aim  at  is,  that  when  you  hit  a 
fish  the  strike  should  be  in  such  a  direction  as  to 
straighten  the  belly  out  of  the  line  as  quickly,  and 
therefore  with  as  little  sudden  jerk  on  becoming 
taut,  as  possible.  This  is  hard  to  describe  as  I 
should  like  to,  but  I  think  when  I  say  if  you  cast 
due  north,  with  a  westerly  gale  off  a  shore  running 
from  west  to  east,  and  keep  the  rod  point  low,  but 
ever  in  advance  of  your  cast  towards  the  right, 
that  dangerous  curve  will  be  minimised,  and  some 
one  or  other  of  my  readers  may  understand  what 
I  mean  and  the  importance  of  it  under  those 
conditions. 

At  4.30  we  left  for  Shap,  J.  and  I  seated  on  the 
box,  with  the  driver  inside  ;  they  neither  of  them 
tipped  me  for  driving  them,  but  the  horses  were 
cheerful  about  it.  I  wonder  if  the  old  dun  horse 
is  going  yet ;  I  have  pleasant  recollections,  very,  of 
that  dun  horse,  and  where  he  and  I  were  stabled, 
the  Dun  Bull. 

I  was  well  satisfied  with  my  121  fish  in  five  days, 
and  right  glad  to  have  seen  those  glorious  hills 
quite  mantled  with  snow.  The  day  following  that 
snow  we  got  fifty  fish  between  us  fishing  from  the 
boat,  and  coming  as  it  did  it  was  a  most  welcome 
.surprise. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that  the  last  day  showed 
the  Black  Palmer  to  be  far  and  away  the  best  fly, 
and  I  twice  tried  a  similarly  sized  Zulu  in  its  place 
and  also  adjoining  it,  but  no,  Mr.  Mardale  Fario 
had  his  own  particular  form  of  "  beano  "  that  day. 
I  have  tried  inking  the  red  tag  of  a  Zulu,  but  found 
it  not  so  good  as  cutting  it  off  altogether  and 
making  it  into  a  Black  Palmer  by  so  doing. 

My  last  visit  to  Hawes  Water  was  in  1900.  I 
arrived  with  my  brother  at  Shap  at  3.50  p.m.,  and 
was  met  there  by  Will's  brother,  of  Measand  Beck 
Farm,  Hawes  Water.  I  must  say  I  never  was 
better  cared  and  catered  for  in  my  life,  considering 
the  very  reasonable  charges  made  and  the  means 
at  Mrs.  Kitching's  disposal.  The  farm  is  close  to 
the  lake,  and  the  welcome  ever  bright  and  warm, 
notwithstanding  wet  clothes  and  as  much  trouble 
as  two  bedraggled  fishermen  are  capable  of  giving. 

Tuesday,  May  1,  found  us  hard  at  it  in  good 
time,  and  with  the  help  of  an  inside  Waterhen  and 
Yellow  and  a  Zulu,  when  the  breeze  was  rather 
strong,  we  together  got  seventy-six,  my  portion 
being  thirty-five.  Wednesday  ought  to  be  written 
Wednesday  in  very  red  letters,  as  we  topped  the 
record  up  to  then  for  Hawes  Water,  getting  138 
between  us,  my  own  share  being  fifty-seven. 

It  was  a  very  rough  day,  and  nearly  aU  these 
were  taken  from  the  bank.  Will  could  not  possibly 
have  managed  the  boat,  and  rough  it  continued 
till  evening.  Between  6  and  7  p.m.  I  went  out  alone 
in  the  boat,  having  tired  of  the  bank  by  four  o'clock, 
and  brought  back  sixteen  of  my  day's  catch  to 
swell  the  huge  dish  of  fish  in  the  dairy. 

The  brother  looked  quite  happy  over  his  eighty- 
one,  and  had  done  his  duty  gamely,  chucking  into 
the  wind  for  so  long. 

Will  said  neither  he  nor  his  father  had  ever  seen 
such  a  catch,  and  could  not  believe  it.  He  had  an 
entry  book  with  all  the  catches  down  in  it,  and  this 
was  one  of  the  last  entries  the  poor  fellow  would 
ever  make. 

The  day  was  not  a  likely  one  for  fishing,  the 
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morning  being  very  wet,  and  the  gale  kept  on  till 
after  5  p.m.  Dark  Woodcock  and  Orange  body, 
Zulu  and  Brown,  Snipe  and  Orange  were  the  killing 
flies,  and  curiously  enough  both  of  us  found  these 
three  to  be  the  fario  fare  that  d-ay,  though  we  were 
never  very  near  each  other  till  lunch  time,  when 
my  brother  came  in  to  unloaden,  and  found  me 
having  a  comfortable  lunch  indoors  !  He  would 
not  take  his  wet  things  off  even  to  feed,  but  ate 
his  sandwiches  and  started  away  up  the  lake 
again. 

Thursday  was  the  vilest  day  I  have  ever  known 
there.  The  shore  of  the  lake  was  all  surrounded  by 
muddy  water,  and  the  rain  oame  down  in  torrents, 
whilst  the  wiad  howled  and  burst  in  different 
directions,  though  mainly  up  the  lake,  but  fish  we 
could  not.  Will  got  us  a  few  worms,  and  we  tried 
Measand  Beck  mouth,  getting  two  each  and  a  good 
wetting.  Ever  and  anon  a  whirlwind  of  rain  and 
spray  would  sweep  our  rather  more  sheltered  place, 
and  at  last  veered  right  into  our  faces,  big  rollers 
driving  us  back  to  the  farm. 

Friday  was  still  rather  too  rough  though  fine, 
so  we  tramped  it  to  Small  Water  and  accounted 
for  thirty,  and  the  breeze  dropping  we  dropped 
also  and  finished  off  on  Hawes  Water,  where  seventy 
more  finished  their  fishy  existence.  I  was  more 
lucky  this  time,  getting  seventy.  Zulu  at  Small 
Water,  Brown  Snipe  and  Orange  and  Orange  Wood- 
cook  on  Hawes  Water  were  again  the  flies,  with 
the  addition  of  Light  Woodcock  and  Yellow. 

Friday.— An  early  start  with  Tom  Kitching  in 
the  rain  up  the  Fells  after  the  Ullswater  Foxhounds, 
but  the  drag  proved  fruitless  in  the  end  as  the 
rain  finally  washed  it  clean  out  about  10.30,  and 
then  it  cleared,  and  afforded  us  most  magnificent 
views,  with  the  clouds  lifting,  and  the  sun  giving 
those  marvellous  effects  only  to  be  seen  from  the 
"HighHUls." 

We  got  back,  lunched,  changed,  and  packed,  and 
having  a  little  time,  fished  from  the  bank  again  till 
the  dog-cart  came  for  us.  I  got  eight  and  lost  my 
big  one,  and  my  brother  landed  ten,  a  very  nice 
little  finish  up  to  our  visit. 

We  started  at  4.45  from  Measand  for  Shap, 
waving  adieu  to  Mrs.  and  the  Miss  Kitchings,  and, 
little  as  I  then  thought,  my  last  farewell  to  poor 
Will.  Our  total  bag  was  336.  One  day  we  only 
got  4.  The  other  four  days  averaged  eighty-three, 
and  on  the  last  of  these  we  were  hardly  fishing 
at  all. 

The  three  "days  "  that  we  had  were  76, 138,  and 
100  in  count,  and  not  to  be  despised  by  anyone, 
considering  our  lovely  surroundings,  which  quite 
made  up  for  size.  Our  respective  totals,  174  and 
162,  showed  that  the  fickle  goddess  rather  preferred 
the  brother,  but  there  she  is  right,  for  he  ia  not 
one  of  the  unemployed,  like  the  writer,  and  deserves 
the  goddess's  bounty.  And  now  as  to  getting 
permission  to  fish  there.  Leave  is  granted  by 
Mr.  W.  Little,  agent  to  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale, 
Penrith,  to  visitors  staying  at  either  the  Dun  Bull 
or  at  some  house  on  the  property,  provided  that 
the  family  are  not  in  residence  at  Lowther 
Castle. 

The  kindness  of  the  earl  in  allowing  visitors  to 
use  his  boats  without  charge  cannot  be  too  much 
appreciated,  and  I  trust  everyone  who  is  a  recipient 
of  his  generous  treatment  will  daily  remember  the 
boatman  to  a  suitable  extent. 

My  advice  is,  never  go  before  March  is  well  out, 
and  any  time  from  then  up  to  the  middle  of  May 
used  to  be  the  best  time. 

As  to  flies,  March  Brown,  Harelug,  Ooch-y- 
Bondhu,  Black  Palmer,  Black  Hackle  and  Silver 
Body,  Red  Spider,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Brown 
Snipe  and  Orange,  Dark  Waterhen  (or  Coot)  and 
Blue,  Light  Waterhen  and  YeUow,  Light  Wood- 
cock and  Yellow,  Orange,  also  Red  Partridge  and 
Orange  Woodcock,  ought,  with  the  inclusion  of  a 
Zulu,  to  leave  very  little  to  be  desired. 

I  never  did  anything  with  a  Broughton  Point 
there,  but  it  is  a  standing  dish  over  High  Street  in 
Ullswater,  and  dear  old  G.  once  "cottoned  'em 
warmly  "  with  it  in  the  Lowther  at  Bampton,  in  a 
hailstorm,  when  I  was  not  present. 

The  7.10  a.m.  from  Euston  reaches  Shap  at 
2.37  p.m.,  and  the  midnight  train  from  Euston  will 
get  you  to  Shap  at  8.9  a.m.,  where  a  trap  can  be 
hired  after  breakfast  at  the  Greyhound,  and  have 
you  fishing  at  the  boathouse  by  ten  o'clock.  Fares, 
41s.  Id.  first,  24s.  8d.  second,  228.  4Jd.  third, 
ordinary,  not  tourist ;  but  no  doubt  the  latter  are 
available,  as  there  is  a  hydro  at  Shap  Wells. 

Whenever  I  go  to  fish  waters  new  I  always  make 


up  my  mind  that  the  results  will  not  come  up  to 
the  expectations,  and,  of  course,  I  do  not  promise 
anything  like  the  last-named  creels,  but  I  have 
faithfully  set  down  the  bags  made  when  I  was 
there,  and  were  it  in  my  power  now  to  sit  in  a  boat 
with  Will  dividing  me  from  dear  old  G..  it  would 
take  a  great  deal  to  prevent  my  paying  an  annual 
visit  to  this  lovely  spot.  Haib  Cast. 


SPINNING  FOR  SALMON,  ETC. 


To  say  that  an  angler  is  no  sportsman  who  uses 
a  spinning  flight  under  certain  conditions  is 
putting  the  hands  of  the  clock  back  with  a  ven- 
geance. This  would  have  pleased  the  orthodox 
school  twenty-five  years  ago  to  a  nicety,  but  the 
views  of  many  of  the  most  rabid  of  these  even 
have  undergone  a  change  during  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  there  are  few  who  do  not  at 
times  exchange  the  fly-rod  for  the  spinner,  and 
fewer  still  who  stand  out  against  it  in  toto  among 
their  friends,  although  they  may  not  care  for  it 
themselves. 

Yet  there  are  a  few  good  men  and  true,  like  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  on  the  Spey,  Sir 
Arthur  H.  Grant,  Bart.,  on  the  Don,  Mr.  Nicol,  of 
Ballogie,  Mr.  Irvine,  of  Drum,  and  some  others  on 
the  Dee,  who  make  it  a  sine  qua  non  of  those  angling 
their  private  waters  that  the  fly  and  the  fly  alone 
is  the  only  lure  to  be  used.  When  the  water  is  out 
of  condition  they  stand  idly  by,  yet  from  one 
year's  end  to  the  other,  season  in  and  season  out, 
they  say  that  they  kill  as  many  fish  to  the  fly  and 
enjoy  much  better  sport  than  when  flying,  min- 
nowing,  and  prawning  all  day  long. 

Many  years  ago  on  the  famous  Cambus  O'May 
Dee  water  the  lat©  Mr.  Pickup-Dutton,  one  of  the 
first  anglers  of  his  day,  to  test  the  respective 
advantages  of  fly  versus  minnow,  arranged  that 
hia  gillie,  Mr.  James  Harper,  Ballater,  who  was 
equally  as  good  an  angler  as  his  master,  should 
confine  himself  to  the  fly  and  the  fly  alone,  while 
he  took  the  fly  or  minnow  as  circumstances  suited, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  spring  season  Harper  had 
175  of  the  300  fish  killed,  or  nearly  two  to  his 
master's  one.  They  fished  alongside  of  each 
other  with  equal  preference,  and  with  the  sole 
object  of  adding  some  practical  experience  to  the 
heated  controversy  that  was  then  raging  around 
the  respective  merits  of  the  fly  versus  spinning- 
bait.  Mr.  Harper,  although  aging,  ia  still  alive,  in 
business  in  Ballater,  and  can  testify  to  this  state- 
ment, if  need  be.  Moreover,  for  the  next  two 
successive  seasons  he  fished  fly  and  minnow  on 
alternate  days,  and  proved,  to  his  own  satisfaction 
at  least,  that  the  fly  had  the  best  of  it. 

But  "old  times  are  changed,  old  manners  gone," 
and  it  is  now  a  well-recognised  rule  among  anglers 
that  where  circumstances  permit,  when  there  is  no 
infringement  of  neighbourly  rights  and  privileges, 
it  matters  not  how  the  fish  may  be  caught  if  got 
after  a  sportsmanlike  manner.  A  fish  killed  is  a 
fish  killed,  whether  it  be  to  the  fly  or  the  prawn, 
or  any  other  spinning  lure.  In  fact,  the  prawn, 
per  se,  is  very  little  in  it  compared  with  the  gudgeon, 
phantom  sand-eel,  Devon,  and  the  worm ;  but  as 
it  sometimes  yields  sport  when  everything  else  has 
failed,  it  is  occasionally  boomed,  and  becomes  more 
conspicuous  than  it  wovdd  otherwise  be  were  it 
left  to  take  its  chance  among  the  army  of  spinning 
flights. 

In  the  present  day,  in  the  limited  time  at  most 
anglers'  disposal,  and  in  order  that  the  maximum 
of  sport  may  be  obtained  for  the  high  rentals  paid, 
fine  niceties  are  at  a  discount,  and  few  will  take  a 
water  now  who  are  confined  to  any  set,  rigid  rules. 
Sport  they  want,  sport  they  pay  for,  and  sport 
they  must  have,  and  the  hair-splitting  of  a 
generation  ago  now  no  longer  holds  with  the  up- 
to-date  angler  on  any  of  our  best  salmon  streams. 

When  the  river  is  big  with  snow-broth,  when  the 
Jock  Scott,  Gordon,  or  Akroyd  do  nothing  but 
hook  on  to  passing  ice,  and  yield  naught  but 
broken  tops  and  lost  casts,  the  steely  spinner 
with  the  forty -five  yards  of  line  spun  from  a  Malloch 
or  other  reel  sends  the  four  or  five  inch  gudgeon 
well  out  into  the  thick  of  the  pool  and  over  it,  and 
in  a  trice  there  is  a  hold,  and  after  a  battle  royal  of 
ten  or  twenty  minutes  a  ten  or  twenty  pounder  is 
landed  to  gladden  the  heart  of  the  anxious  angler, 
•who  would  have  been  all  the  poorer  without  it  in 
jnind  and  body,  keeping  the  purse  out  of  it. 


THE  OPENING  DAY  ON 
VYENWY,  1906. 

One  sunny  day  in  February  did  the  mischief! 
After  nearly  a  month  of  cold  and  dreary  grayness, 
I  awoke  one  morning  to  see  a  new  world.  From 
the  window  of  my  tiny  dressing-room,  I  looked 
upon  the  garden  bathed  in  sunlight.  To  open  the 
wmdow  was  the  work  of  a  moment,  and  I  was 
greeted  with  such  a  chorus  of  bird  music  that  I  was 
fairly  entranced. 

It  hath  been  said  of  old  time  that  "  one  swallow 
does  not  make  a  summer,"  but,  with  the  first  sweet 
odours  of  spring  in  the  air,  this  ancient  proverb 
was  put  aside,  and  the  song  of  a  busy  chaffinch  just 
under  my  window  took  me  far  away  from  my 
Kentish  home  and  landed  me  at  Vymwy.  I  gave 
way  to  dreams  of  lake  and  mountain,  stream  and 
valley,  the  hum  of  insect  life  carried  to  my  ears  by 
the  fragrant  breath  of  early  spring,  the  circling, 
ever-widening  rings  on  the  placid  surface  of  the 
water,  caused  by  the  rising  trout,  when  a  gentle 
voice  from  the  adjoining  room  dispelled  my  fancies 
by  demanding  imperiously  that  I  was  to  be  sure  to 
remember  the  housekeeping  money  before  I  left. 

As  I  said  before,  the  mischief  was  done,  and 
although  the  dream  departed,  the  memory  thereof 
remained,  and  the  leaven  began  to  work. 

When  I  arrived  at  my  office,  I  was  greeted  by  my 
brother  and  partner  in  a  cheery  way.  "  Halloa  1 
old  chap,  ripping  day,  ain't  it  ?    How  goes  it  ? " 

I  am  afraid  my  reply  was  doleful,  no  doubt 
influenced  by  the  uncongenial  surroundings  of  the 
office,  in  contrast  with  the  lovely  sunshine  outside. 

"  It  don't  go,  old  man ;  I  am  a  bit  off,  seedy, 
hipped,  anything  you  like;  the  daily  round  and 
common  task  don't  furnish  all  that  I  should  ask. 
Heigho  !  anything  in  the  letters  ?  " 

The  brother  looked  at  me  with  a  quizzical  glance, 
and  then  consulted  the  almanack.  "  I  tumble,' ' 
he  said  with  a  roguish  smile.  "Getting  near 
the  first  of  March,  eh  ?  I  suppose  you  met  a 
March  Brown  on  the  way  to  the  office,  and  so 
caught  the  fever.  Own  up,  old  chap ;  I  expect  it 
means  North  Wales,  and  that  I  must  look  after  the 
show  for  a  month."  I  declared,  mendaciously, 
that  I  had  not  previously  thought  of  any  such 
dissipation,  but  as  he  had  started  the  idea,  it  was 
not  a  bad  one,  and  I  would  seriously  think  it  over. 
The  thinking  over  was  not  a  long  process,  nor  was 
the  packing  up,  and  the  evening  of  Feb.  28  saw 
me  aboard  the  Irish  mail  bound  for  Vyrnwy. 

The  chaffinch  is  a  pretty,  harmless,  and  common 
little  bird,  but  his  little  note  is  unique.  There  is 
a  chaffinch  that  lives  on  a  tree  imderneath  my 
bedroom  window  at  Vymwy.  Strangely  enough, 
his  note  is  very  similar  to  the  one  I  heard  singing 
under  my  dressing-room  window  on  that  lovely 
February  morning  before  mentioned.  In  this  way 
the  common  little  bird  must  be  held  responsible 
for  my  presence  on  the  Irish  mail. 

Crewe  next,  with  its  busy  platform  thronged  with 
bustling  crowds,  arriving  and  departing  from  all 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.  Some  of  these  wayfarers, 
myself  amongst  the  number,  make  for  the  North- 
western Hotel.  At  the  door  I  get  a  genial  saluta- 
tion and  a  welcome  from  my  old  friend  in  the 
scarlet  jacket,  who  fills  the  responsible  position  of 
night-porter.  One  "  nightcap "  in  the  smoking- 
room,  where  I  met  a  gentleman  from  Manchester 
or  Liverpool,  with  that  unmistakable  Lancashire 
accent  which  is  utterly  unlike  any  other.  This 
individual  waxed  eloquent  upon  the  subject  of 
Tariff  Reform,  until  in  sheer  self-defence  I  sum- 
moned my  scarlet-coated  friend,  who  personally 
conducted  me  to  my  apartment. 

Up  with  the  lark  in  the  morning,  comfortable 
tub,  delicious  breakfast,  and  then  train  once  more 
via  Whitchurch  and  Oswestry  to  Llanfyllin  (pro- 
noimced  as  Lanvuthlin).  The  hotel  carriage  was 
there  to  meet  me  with  a  pair  of  serviceable-looking 
horses,  and  the  luggage  being  packed  away  in  a 
cart,  we  started  for  the  hills  and  Lake  Vymwy. 

As  we  mounted  up  and  up,  I  saw  that  a  good 
deal  of  snow  had  fallen,  there  were  many  white 
patches  in  the  more  exposed  places,  and  I  thought 
of  the  possibility  of  "snow-broth"  in  the  lake,  so 
fatal  always  to  good  sport. 

The  roads  were  wretchedly  bad,  but  the  little 
horses  stuck  manfully  to  their  work,  and  eventually 
landed  me  at  the  door  of  the  hotel.  There  I  found 
Miss  Da  vies  surrounded  by  her  handmaidens,  and 
I  received  such  a  welcome  that  slow  trains,  bad 
roads,  and  all  minor  inconveniences  were  forgotten. 


March  17,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


181 


Vmw  ON  RiVEB  VyHNWY— A  LITTLE  BELOW  THE  LaKB. 


Lake  Vyhnwy — Wild  Rhiwabgob. 


'  "  Cabpenteb,"  My  Gillie  at  Lake  Vybnwy. 


I  was  escorted  to  the  dining-room  looking  out 
upon  the  lake,  and  once  more  gazed  admiringly 
upon  the  lovely  scene.  As  if  to  add  to  my  con- 
tentment, the  sun  blazed  out  in  full  radiance,  and, 
as  by  magic,  the  whole  landscape  was  transformed. 
The  far  mountains,  which  till  then  had  been 
shrouded  in  gloom,  assumed  the  rich  colouring 
which  can  only  be  produced  by  sunlight ;  the  near 
hills  clothed  with  their  winter  garb  of  larch  and 
stunted  oak,  turned  almost  as  gold,  and  to  com- 
plete the  picture  even  music  was  not  wanting,  for 
in  very  truth  my  old  friend  the  chaffinch  twittered 
his  merry  refrain  from  the  same  old  tree. 

My  friend  and  gillie,  Simeon  Carpenter,  extended 
a  hand  in  welcome,  and,  of  course,  we  had  to 
follow  the  time-honoured  custom  of  pouring  out  a 
libation  to  Jove. 

While  devouring  a  hasty  lunch,  I  soaked  a  cast 
or  two,  and  presently  made  them  up  as  follows : — 
No.  1,  Claret  and  Grouse  (tail  fly),  Olive  and  Teal 
next,  and  Zulu  (top  dropper);  No.  2,  March 
Brown  (tail  fly),  Pine's  Fancy  next.  Black  and 
Teal  (top  dropper). 

About  three  o'clock  I  started  out,  but  the  lake 
looked  very  thick  with  snow-water,  so  I  deter- 
mined to  postpone  my  start  until  the  next  day. 

A  long  ramble  over  the  hills  produced  a  genuine 
Vyrnwy  appetite,  and  glancing  at  the  menu  I  dis- 
covered that  my  kind  hostess  had  not  forgotten 
my  penchant  for  light  fare.  The  little  dinner  was 
homely  but  delicious,  and  mostly  consisted  of 
products  of  the  home  farm,  concluding  with  roast 
pheasant.  Now,  there  are  pheasants  and  pheasants. 
The  hand-reared,  maize-fed  pheasant  of  the  battue, 
in  my  opinion,  is  a  poor  beast  at  any  time  ;  the 
flesh  is  hard  and  dry,  and  the  yellow  fat  is  strong 
and  too  pronounced  in  flavour ;  but  the  wild 
pheasant  of  the  hills  is  a  noble  animal ;  he  roams 
far  and  wide  for  his  food  which  is  provided  by 
Nature,  consequently  he  acquires  the  real  gamey 
flavour. 

I  was  tired  after  my  journey,  and  was  soon 
ready  for  sleep.  I  looked  round  my  cosy  little 
room  with  its  big  bed  and  dainty  silk  eiderdown, 
illuminated  by  the  electric  light,  and  soon  forgot 
myself,  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  flicker  of  a  roaring 
fire,  which  is  always  welcome  at  this  high  altitude. 

Up  in  the  morning  as  fresh  as  paint,  looked  out 
of  window  and  found  the  lake  just  ruffled  by  a 
tiny  breeze.  It  looked  a  perfect  fishing  morning, 
so  making  a  very  hurried  toilet  I  ran  down  to 
breakfast.  The  home-cured  bacon  and  new-laid 
eggs  did  not  receive  the  attention  they  deserved, 
for  I  was  impatient  to  get  outiand  get  a  breath  of 
the  glorious  mountain  air. 

Carpenter  had  already  been  busy,  and  appeared 
with  the  rods,  landing-net,  etc.,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  we  were  afloat  once  more,  and  drifting 
with  a  light  but  steady  breeze  towards  the  water 
tower. 

The  morning  was  bright,  but  already  some  little 
white  clouds  were  appearing  on  the  horizon,  and  I 
knew  that  during  the  day  we  should  get  shade  &a 
well  as  sunshine.  "  Bright  day,  bright  flies  "-  is  my 
motto,  so  I  began  with  the  Claret  and  Grouse  cast. 

I  carefully  fished  the  long  drift  from  the  boat 
bay  to  the  tower,  but  the  fish  would  not  "  meet 
me  half  way,"  and  the  result  was  a  blank. 

I  turned  to  Carpenter  and  inquired  in  a  sarcastic 
tone  whether  there  were  any  trout  in  the  lake. 
Simeon  laughed  at  my  query,  and  told  me  that  he 
was  out  with  a  Liverpool  gentleman  as  late  as 
September  last,  and  in  a  fortnight  they  landed  just 
a  himdred  trout,  all  taken  on  the  fly. 

This  was  good  news,  and  bucked  me  up  so  that 
hope  again  sprang  eternal  in  my  very  human  breast. 
The  drift  from  the  tower  to  Gedig  Bay  is  generally 
good,  as  the  banks  are  very  steep,  and  there  are 
big  rocks  and  stones  just  under  the  water,  behind 
which  the  trout  lie  watching  for  their  food.  I  was 
casting  mechanically,  and  talking  to  my  companion, 
■whodearlylovesa  yam,  when  heshouted  out,  "There 
he  is  ! "  Although  I  was  not  looking  at  my  flies,  I 
struck  instinctively,  and  managed  to  hook  my  first 
trout.  The  little  fellow  made  a  fine  rush,  and  the 
reel  gave  forth  the  well-known  music.  "  A  rain- 
bow," I  shouted,  and  so  it  proved  to  be.  I  soon 
had  the  net  under  him,  and  after  admiring  his 
lovely  rose-coloured  tints  and  splendid  condition,  I 
reluctantly  returned  him  to  the  water,  as  rainbows 
are  supposed  to  be  out  of  season.  This,  by-the-bye, 
is  an  error,  as  the  rainbows  I  have  caught  this  week 
are  in  splendid  condition,  as  they  have  not  begun 
to  spawn  yet. 

I  fished  on,  and  still  no  trout,  so  I  regaled  Mr. 
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Carpenter  with  a  few  new  yarns.  The  one  he 
specially  appreciated  was  a  beauty,  first  told  me  by 
my  old  friend  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
while  pike  fishing  with  me  this  winter.  I  had  just 
concluded  this  very  neat  little  story,  when  my  Teal 
and  Olive  was  greedily  snapped  at  by  an  unwary 
trout,  which,  after  many  eccentric  gambols,  found 
its  way  into  the  fatal  net. 

When  I  reached  the  little  bay  of  Ce(lig,  I  had 
accounted  for  seven  nice  fish.  Luncheon  followed, 
and  then  I  fished  on  until  I  came  in  sight  of  wild 
Rhiwargor's  beetling  crags.  As  we  had  a  long  pull 
home,  and  all  against  the  wind' which  had  risen 
considerably,  I  reluctantly  gave  the  order  to  "  bout 
ship,"  and  we  commenced  our  return  journey. 

When  I  looked  at  the  bag  I  found  I  had  sixteen 
nice  trout,  not  large,  but  all  in  capital  condition, 
not  a  poor  fish  amongst  them.  This  is  rather  unusual 
so  early  in  the  season  ;  and  I  was  highly  delighted. 

"  Not  a  bad  start,"  I  said  to  Simeon,  who  partially 
agreed  with  me,  but  afterwards  grumbled  out,  "  It 
might  as  well  have  been  twenty."  Simeon  is  never 
satisfied. 

Home  at  last,  where  my  catch  was  duly  arranged 
on  two  dishes,  and  placed  upon  the  hall-table  for 
inspection. 

At  dinner  in  the  evening  there  was  only  one 
other  guest  (a  Welshman),  who  waxed  loquacious 
after  many  drinks,  and  implored  me  to  write  him 
now  and  then,  giving  him  an  account  of  my  sport. 
This  I  agreed  to  do,  until  I  saw  his  address,  which 
he  wrote  for  me  on  an  immense  envelope — the  name 
I  omit  for  obvious  reasons — 

Mr.  Evan  — — , 
LlanfairpwUgogerchwyrndrobwUtysiliogogogoch, 
Anglesea. 

When  I  saw  the  name  of  the  village  "  /  felt 
tired,"  and  told  him  I  had  altered  my  mind,  and 
said  he  could  read  the  reports  of  my  doings  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  He  seemed  hurt,  and  we  parted 
bad  friends. 

In  the  morning  Miss  Davies  asked  me  where  she 
could  get  some  two-year-old  trout  for  stocking 

Eurposos.  I  suggested  she  should  apply  to  Mr. 
ou.  Mason,  of  the  Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham, 
Kent.  Miss  Davies  wired  at  once,  and  ordered 
two  thousand  two  -  year  -  olds  to  be  delivered 
promptly.  This  looks  like  good  fishing  in  the 
future,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  the  opening  day 
of  1907  will  be  as  good  or  better  than  1906. 

Quill  Gnat. 


SALMON  AND  FEESHWATEK 
FISHEEIES  ACTS,  1861  TO  1892. 

Sale  of  Feeshwatkb  Fish. 

The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  public 
notice  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts 
it  is  illegal :  — 

To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  posses- 
sion for  sale,  any  freshwater  fish,  other  than  pollan, 
trout,  char,  and  eels,  between  March  15  and  June  15, 
both  inclusive,  subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings. 

(By  order)        J.  Wrench  Towse^ 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
March,  1906. 


COAKSE  FISHING  CLOSED  ON 
THE  THAMES. 


All  is  over.  Another  season  has  slipped  by, 
and  what  is  the  verdict  ?  Taken  as  a  whole,  it 
seems  to  be  the  general  impression  that  Thames 
coarse  fishing  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. 
Great  expectations  were  rife  at  the  opening  of  the 
season,  but  the  instances  of  good  sport  have  been 
rare.  The  motor- boat  traffic  spoilt  the  river  as  an 
angling  resort  in  the  summer,  and  the  weather  has 
been  too  variable  during  the  past  few  weeks. 

I  finished  up  with  a  day  at  Thames  Ditton  and 
a  day  at  Shiplake,  and  what  a  contrast  to  the  pre- 
vious week,  with  its  touch  of  summer.  Now  it  was 
a  mixture  of  rain,  snow,  sleet,  and  strong 
north-easterly  wind.  It  was  scarcely  possible  to 
fish,  and  the  punt  wanted  some  managing.  The 
water,  too,  was  rising  and  getting  gradually  but 
surely  more  coloured.  Roach  were  feeding  if  one 
could  only  secure  a  favourable  place  to  fish.  Owing 
to  the  low  temperature,  it  was  necessary  to 


fish  in  rather  deep  water,  and  it  should  be  a  sandy 
bottom  at  this  time  of  year,  when  fish  are  beginning 
to  think  of  spawning.  But  there  were  very  few 
places  of  this  kind  where  the  stream  was  not  too  fast, 
or  the  wind  was  too  boisterous.  However,  Ditton 
lies  in  a  horseshoe  shape  with  islands,  and  so  it  was 
possible  to  get  a  little  shelter.  Mr.  Kipping  and  I 
managed  to  creel  three  dozen  good  roach  up  to  1  lb. 
each.  They  were  caught  close  to  the  Albany  Hotel, 
and  a  half  punt's  length  from  the  bank.  We  had 
previously  tried  the  open  water  just  above  Long 
Ditton  Ferry,  but  it  was  no  use  there,  the  water 
being  too  heavy.  Mr.  W.  H.  Rogers  was  also  out 
on  this  stretch  sampling  the  eddy  near  the  lawn. 
Mr.  F.  Sands  also  had  a  try,  but  taken  altogether 
it  was  a  difficult  day  to  catch  fish,  more  parti- 
cularly as  the  river  rose  a  foot  during  the 
afternoon.  The  next  day  I  was  at  Shiplake, 
but  did  no  good.  The  awful  weather  forced  the 
few  anglers  who  were  out  ofiE  the  river  by  four 
o'clock.  The  only  shelter  from  the  cold  wind  as 
it  swept  down  over  the  hills  was  close  in  by  Ship- 
lake  Hole.  But  the  water  here  was  very  much 
coloured,  and  the  stream  was  too  strong  for  the 
eddy.  At  the  finish,  I  was  tempted  to  try  the 
weir  pool  where  Mr.  J.  Brooke  caught  his  201b.  4oz. 
pike  recently  But  I  passed  it  by.  The  lock- 
keeper,  Oonstantine,  told  me  he  thought  the  big  fish 
had  been  washed  over  the  weir  and  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  quiet  eddy  below.  At  the  railway  station 
I  met  an  angler  who  had  been  all  the  day  up  the 
Loddon  trying  the  pike  and  chub,  but  without 
success.  He  had  hard  work  to  get  the  punt 
across  the  weir  stream  to  the  lock.  In  the  train  I 
met  Mr.  T.  J.  Miller  and  friend  who  had  been 
trying  the  pike.  None  of  us  had  any  fish  worth 
bringing  away.  On  my  return  I  made  inquiries  in 
the  tideway,  and  heard  of  the  great  tidal  wave 
that  had  covered  many  of  the  lawns  up  to  Ted- 
dington.  The  water  rose  above  the  head  of  the 
weir  and  affected  the  portions  above.  Angling  was 
practically  out  of  the  question  in  the  afternoon. 

Last  week,  however,  anglers  did  better  than  at 
the  fag  end  of  the  season.  In  private  water  above 
Oxford  the  Rev.  Hutchinson  secured  a  pike  of  26lb. 
Some  good  chub  were  also  had,  and  many  roach  of 
l^lb.  each  were  taken.  At  Walton  Sale  Mr.  Floria 
secured  a  16 Jib.  pike.  It  is  very  curious,  but  we 
invariably  notice  that  at  the  end  of  each  season  a 
good  pike  is  caught  in  this  slack  lay- bye,  where  the 
fish  seek  a  rest  from  the  Thames  when  it  is  in  heavy 
flood.  A  distinguishing  point  of  the  last  days  of 
the  season  was  the  number  of  good  roach  taken  in 
many  districts — fish  of  |lb.  to  1  lb. — and  the  absence 
of  those  heavier  ones  which  anglers  expect  to  get  at 
this  time  of  year.  Another  point  in  regard  to  the 
past  season  was  the  lack  of  large  barbel.  I  know  an 
angler  who  had  seventy-eight  of  these  fish  at  one 
weir,  but  out  of  this  number  only  one  scaled  6Jlb. 
and  one  4|lb.,  the  remainder  being  very  small  in 
size.  Teddington  weir  stream  also  lost  its  reputa- 
tion (I  hope,  however,  only  temporarily)  for  large 
barbel,  and  few  anglers  tried  for  carp — a  fish  which 
is  to  be  had  in  hot  weather  in  the  deep  slack  water 
under  the  sill  of  the  weir.  A  few  good  chub  have 
been  caught,  but  specimens  of  51b.  have  been  rare. 
The  Henley  district  seems  to  have  yielded  the  best 
sized  chub.  Perch  have  been  freely  taken,  but 
there  were  fewer  1  Jib.  fish  taken  during  the  past 
season  than  the  season  before.  Still,  it  is 
very  evident  that  the  number  of  perch  in  the 
river  is  on  the  increase.  But  taking  the  whole  of 
the  season  through,  anglers  did  not  do  well  on  the 
river,  from  either  one  cause  or  another,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  in  the  coming  one  there  will  be  some 
recompense  for  lost  time  and  wasted  enthusiasm. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Death  of  a  Veteran  Border  Angler. — The 
death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Wm.  Story,  Langholm, 
better  known  as  "  Will  Story,"  the  prince  of  Border 
anglers.  Probably  no  one  now  living  could  say 
that  he  had  fished  his  native  streams  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  century,  but  such  was  Will's  remark- 
able experience.  He  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
Ewes,  which  marches  with  Langholm,  a  few  years 
after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  was  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year  when  he  died.  He  commenced  angling 
before  he  had  reached  his  'teens,  and  may  be  said  to 
have  continued  his  favourite  recreation  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  Few  could  equal  the  veteran  in 
skill,  and  none  could  surpass  him  in  fishing  lore, 
whether  regarding  the  old  poaching  days  or  more 
modem  feats  with  the  legitimate  rod.  He  made 
very  many  kills  with  the  latter,  his  best  basket 
bein^  309  trout  in  the  IJwes,  his  native  stream. — G. 


DICTIONAKY  OF  ANGLING. 
Compiled  by  "Shaganoss." 

Anchor. — A  mechanical  device  fot  subaqueous 
engagement  with  the  alluvial  or  rocky  bottom  of 
lake  or  river.  Fish-hooks  are  sometimes  so 
employed,  but  such  use  is  not  recommended  by 
the  best  standard  authorities. 

Anqlbb. — An  Enthusiast.    See  "Bait-Bottle." 

Angleworm. — An  attractive  kind  of  bait,  highly 
popular  with  small  boys,  and  sometimes  for  con- 
venience carried  in  the  mouth.  But  this  practice 
is  open  to  some  objections. 

Bait. — Something  for  the  angler  to  spit  on: 
usually  a  worm. 

Bait-Bottle. — A  dark -coloured,  hollow,  vitreous 
receptacle,  preferably  of  overcoat-pocket  size ; 
usually  filled  with  enthusiasm  in  the  morning,  and 
always  empty  at  night. 

Bite. — When  a  black  bass  grabs  a  minnow, 
chaws  it  to  death  and  spits  it  out,  that  counts  as 
a  bite — but  it  don't  help  the  score. 

Black  Ply. — An  original  and  malicious  back- 
biter. 

Boat. — A  floating,  leaky  structure  of  consider- 
able size,  intended  to  be  loaded  with  fish,  but 
generally  isn't. 

Camp. — A  convenient  place  in  which  to  forget 
it's  Sunday. 

Camp- Fire. — A  rendezvous  for  the  making  up  of 
"scores,"  and  a  kind  of  "Clearing-House"  for 
"  Fish  Yams  "— q.  v. 

Cleabinq  Rmo. — When  you  hook  fast  on  to  a 
rocky  bottom,  reel  up  taut  and  run  a  heavy 
clearing  ring  down  the  taut  line.  It  will  push  the 
rocky  bottom  down  away  from  the  hook,  and 
leave  the  latter  free  to  come  up.  Seldom  known 
to  fail. 

Click. — A  musical  attachment  to  a  reel,  and 
about  as  musical  as  the  bark  of  a  yellow  dog. 

Dope. — A  filthy,  vile,  and  malodorous  concoction 
of  castor  oil,  pennyroyal,  and  tar ;  chiefly  used  for 
fattening  black  flies,  mosquitoes,  and  no-see-ums. 

Fish  Yarn. — A  synonym  for  what  soap-makers 
call  "  Concentrated  Lye." 

Float. — An  implement  used  by  the  lazy  to 
augment  their  own  laziness. 

Fly. — A  tinselled  and  feathered  delusion,  exten- 
sively used  as  a  decoration  for  tree-tops. 

Fly-Fishino. — Wading  a  cold  stream,  sitting 
down  in  it  now  and  then ;  monkeying  a  fly  along 
the  surface  of  the  water,  or  hooking  it  into  the 
neighbouring  bushes,  and  calling  it  sport. 

Guide. — A  native  who  is  hired  (and  well  paid)  to 
go  along.  Presumably  he  does  the  hard  work,  and 
presumably  you  capture  the  game ;  but  sometimes 
it  works  out  the  i  other  way. 

Gut. — Two  kinds.  Some  are  carried  in  a  tub  ; 
some  are  tied  to  a  line  or  hook.    See  "  Snell.'l 

Hook.  —  "Deceitful  above  all  things  [and 
desperately  wicked."    Jer.  17  :  9. 

Landing  Net. — See  "  Rod." 

Leader. — ^There  are  several  kinds.  The  one 
that  breaks  is  the  most  common. 

Line. — A  high-priced  variety  of  pack-thread, 
coiled  up  in  measured  lengths,  frequently  rotten, 
usually  tangled,  and  generally  N.  G. 

Minnow. — The  innocent  victim  of^an  angler's 
brutality. 

Mosquito. — A  somewhat  numerous  denizen  of 
the  circumambient  atmosphere,  justly  celebrated 
for  five  virtues : 

1.  Late  to  go  to  bed. 

2.  Early  to  get  up. 

3.  A  musical  note  of  friendship. 

4.  A  long  bill. 

5.  General  cussedness. 

No-See-Um. — Six  of  them  would  break  up  the 
stifEest  kind  of  a  poker  game. 

Over-Run. — The  chief  purpose  of  a  reel  is  to 
over-run  the  line. 

Portage. — A  place  where  the  angler  becomes  a 
pack-mule  (or  jackass),  acquires  an  assortment  of 
aches  and  pains  not  known  to  Christian  Science, 
and  frequently  indulges  in  highly  reprehensible 
acts  of  profanity. 

Reel. — In  miniature  the  crank  of  a  grindstone, 
the  spool  of  a  windlass,  the  brake  of  a  trolley  car, 
the  slickness  of  a  bunco-steerer,  and  the  howl  of  a 
coffee-mill. 

Rise.— When  an  angler  sits  down  in  cold  water 
he  generally  rises,  and  also  makes  a  few  remarks 
"  not  intended  for  publication,"  but  which  are  a 
sufficient  "  guarantee  of  good  faith  ''  on  his  part. 
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Risk-Shobt. — If,  in  trying  to  rise,  he  loses  hia 
balance  and  goes  down  again,  that  is  a  "  rise- 
short." 

Rod. — Any  angler  who  does  not  know  a  fishing- 
rod  when  he  meets  one  in  the  woods  is  too  much  of 
a  D.  F.  to  learn  anything  from  a  dictionary. 

Sandwich. — Nominally  an  article  of  food,  chiefly 
intended  to  delude  the  stomach. 

Scales. — There  are  two  kinds : 

1.  The  armour-plate  of  a  fish. 

2.  The  protection  of  a  liar. 
ScoBE. — A  sum  total  made  up  of : 

1.  Your  own  game — usually  not  much. 

2.  Your  guide's  game — a  little  more. 

3.  The  game  that  got  away — rather  numerous. 

4.  Gams  of  imagination — quite  abundant. 
SiNKEB. — An  article  of  high  specific  gravity, 

sometimes  made  of  lead  and  sometimes  of  soggy 
dough  and  tough  ham.  It  doesn't  make  much 
difference  which  you  swallow. 

Snell. — A  short  section  of  the  intestinal  i  secre- 
tions of  a  silkworm  tied  to  a  hook,  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  enhancing  its  selling  price. 

Speckled  Beauties. — A  cant  phrase  once  much 
in  vogue,  but  now  used  only  by  idiots  and  greenies. 

Spoon. — "  Three  of  a  kind  "  and  a  pendant  that 
has  the  "jim-jaiQs"  when  in  use. 

Spobtsman. — A  man  who  enjoys  hard  work  with 
no  pay,  and  prefers  the  leaky  tents  of  barbarism  to 
the  comforts  of  civilisation. 

Spoktsmanship. — Trying  to  get  something  you 
don't  own  without  paying  for  it. 

Still-Fishing. — Sitting  motionless,  holding  a 
rod,  eyeing  a  float,  and  damning  the  fish. 

Strike. — An  excellent  way  to  break  a  rod, 
especially  if  you  have  hooked  on  to  a  sunken  log, 
tree  root,  or  rocky  bottom.  I  have  tried  all  three? 
— Forest  and  Stream. 


WHIFFING,  &c. 


[From  the  revised   edition   of   "  The  Sea- 

FisHEBMAN,"  by  the  late  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  164.) 

The  Cornish  Whiffing  Lino  consists  of  a  stout 
whiting  or  conger  line  without  any  weight  or  sinker, 
the  absence  of  this  being  supplied  by  the  length  and 
weight  of  the  line  itself.  A  good  method  of  making 
the  snood  is  with  two  fathoms  of  stout  gimp  or  fine 
copper  wire,  secured  to  a  brass  swivel  IJin.  long. 
A  loop  of  double  hemp  half  the  thickness  of  the 
main  line,  and  6in.  long,  is  spUced  into  the  swivel, 
and  looped  over  a  knot  on  the  end  of  the  main  line. 
A  second  small  swivel  is  attached  to  the  further  end 
of  the  gimp  or  wire,  and  to  this  three  to  six  feet  of 
very  stout  single  or  double  salmon  gut.  Ten, 
fifteen,  twenty  or  more  fathoms  of  line  are  used 
according  to  the  depth  of  water.  This  kind  of  line 
is  much  used  single-handed  when  sculling  the  boat 
along  with  one  oar  over  the  stem,  as  being  without 
lead  it  does  not  sink  so  rapidly  as  to  get  foul  of  the 
rocky  bottom,  like  a  leaded  line.  Pollack,  mackerel, 
and  bass  are  taken  with  it.  It  answers  well  also  as 
a  stem-line  in  a  tideway  at  anchor  for  these  fish, 
trailing  back  clear  of  the  other  lines.  A  slip  of 
parchment,  Jin.  wide,  IJin.  long,  is  an  additional 
attraction  with  ragworm  bait,  and  an  imitation  of 
an  india-rubber  band  in  parchment  will  also  catch 
pollack.  This  imitation  represents  the  white  sand 
worm,  and  can  easily  be  cut  from  a  piece  of  parch- 
ment of  2Jin.  diameter  with  a  pair  of  sharp  scissors. 
Stout  parchment  is  to  be  preferred. 

Baits  for  Whiflang  may  be  used  both  dead  and 
living,  which  affords  a  much  wider  range  for  choice 
than  in  drift-line  fishing.  Living  and  dead  sand- 
eels,  small  dead  freshwater  eels  and  lampreys 
from  4in.  to  GJin.,  lob  or  large  earth-worms, 
lugs,  rag,  rock,  or  mud-worms,  slips  of  long-nose  or 
mackerel  Sin.  to  5in.  long  and  fin.  to  fin.  wide, 
unsmoked  bacon  or  pork  skin,  gurnard  or  bass  skin, 
and  white  leather  or  rag  of  the  same  dimensions,  in 
addition  to  artificial  baits,  as  spinners  and  imitative 
sand-eeLs,  with  white  and  red  and  fancy  flies, 
including  a  rough  kind  of  palmer  or  cater- 
pillar made  of  goat's  hair,  which  is  especially 
good  for  bass.  In  addition  to  these,  we  have  three 
valuable  artificial  baits  for  pollack,  which  owe  their 
discovery  to  accident.  The  first  is  the  red  india- 
mbber  band,  which  was,  it  seems,  tried  by  an 
amateur  short  of  bait,  who  happened  to  have  one 
of  them  as  a  fastening  to  his  pocket-book.  After 
cutting  it  he  hooked  on  one  end,  and  took  several 
pollack,  whififing.    It  is  the  custom  now  to  whip 
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one  end  to  the  head  of  the  hook  instead  of 
baiting  it  as  a  living  ragworm,  to  which  it  bears  a 
remarkable  resemblance.  The  most  useful  size  is 
about  l^in.  in  diameter.  There  are  two  kinds  of 
these  india-rubber  rings,  one  lies  flat  when  placed  on 
a  table,  the  other  rests  on  its  edge.  The  right  kind 
is  that  which  lies  flat  like  a  quoit  or  Saturn's  ring  ; 
and  if  my  reader  will  divide  one  and  hold  it  up  by 
one  end,  he  will  see  at  once  the  reason  it  should  be 
preferred,  as  it  hangs  in  a  curl,  which  causes  a  rapid 
lifelike  action  when  drawn  through  the  water,  and 
thus  becomes  very  attractive  to  fish.  The  action  is 
so  rapid  that  the  eye  cannot  follow  it,  and  it  has 
the  appearance  of  two,  instead  of  one  worm  on  the 
hook.  The  other  two  baits  are  Brooks'  double  twist 
spinning  eel  or  lug  and  Hearder's  Captain  Tom's 
spinning  sand-eel  or  lugworm,  with  which  numbers 
of  pollack  and  bass  have  been  taken,  the  so- 
called  sand-eel  being  made  of  the  grey  or  red 
india-rabber  pipe  placed  on  the  hook  so  as  to  form 
an  elbow  at  the  bend,  which  causes  it  to  spin  when 
drawn  through  the  water,  whilst  the  lugworm  is  a 
red  bait  of  the  same  kind.  Brass  swivels  are 
attached  to  the  heads  of  each,  to  provide  for  the 
spinning  action.  The  spinning  sand-eel  and  lugs 
are  taken  by  both  pollack  and  bass,  the  grey  eel 
especially  in  the  dusk,  as  well  as  by  daylight.  With 
the  red  eel  or  lug  a  friend  took  off  Hartland  Point 
over  sixty  bass  31b.  to  91b.  weight  on  one  visit. 
Having  hved  on  such  a  variety  of  coasts,  including 
rocky,  sandy,  and  shingly  shores,  some  abounding 
in  and  others  having  little  or  no  natural  bait,  but 
on  many  of  which  much  fish  could  be  taken,  I  have 
had  to  try  all  manner  of  things,  and  have  given  a 
considerable  variety  to  choose  from  in  the  present 


Fig.  2. — Earth-Worm 

article.  The  best  natural  baits  for  whiffing  are 
without  doubt  living  sand-eels  and  rag  or  mud 
worms  ;  the  living  sand-eel  to  be  placed  on  the 
hook  as  in  the  tideway,  and  the  dead  as  previously 
illustrated ;  the  ragworm,  when  two  are  used,  as 
shown  Feb.  24. 

Lampreys  and  freshwater  eels  are  to  be  placed  on 
the  hook  in  the  same  manner,  but  the  point  of  the 
large  hook  should  be  brought  out  lower  down,  as 
shown  in  the  illustrations.  The  bUnd  lamprey  or 
pride  may  be  baited  in  the  same  way,  and  the  three 
last-named  baits  should  be  always  killed  prior  to 
placing  them  on  the  hook.  In  Cornwall  the  blind 
lamprey  or  pride  is  very  much  used  as  a  whiffing 
bait  for  pollack,  and  in  baiting  it,  the  point  of  the 
hook  is  brought  out  through  the  back,  instead  of 
through  the  belly,  and  only  sufficiently  far  down  to 
allow  of  the  mouth  covering  the  flattened  top  of 
the  hook.  The  mouth  is  then  tied  round  with 
thread  above  the  flattened  top  of  the  hook  to  keep 
the  bait  straight  on  the  hook  in  a  naturally  swim- 
ming position.  If  small  eels  are  not  procurable, 
and  you  should  have  taken  one  of  a  foot  or  fifteen 
inches  in  length,  cut  off  six  or  seven  inches  of  the 
tail  part,  and  having  drawn  back  the  skin  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch,  cut  off  the  flesh  and  backbone 
thus  far,  then  drawing  the  skin  back  again,  tie  it 
round  with  a  bit  of  thread  after  having  placed  it  on 
the  hook  (Fig.  1). 

In  Ireland  it  is  customary  to  turn  the  skin  back 
over  the  lashing,  and  then  sew  it  with  needle  and 
thread  to  the  skin  behind  the  lashing.  Eels  are  so 
tough  that  a  couple  or  three  will  last  some  hours — 
light  coloured  are  best ;  if  dark,  skin  and  soak  them 
a  few  hours  in  milk.  Lob  or  large  earth-worms,  as 
yreU  as  Informs,  are  kept  in  position  by  the  small 
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hook,  after  having  brought  out  the  larger  one  part 
way  down,  as  here  shown  (Fig.  2),  the  point  of  the 
larger  to  be  entered  a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the 
head  of  the  worm.  If  the  worm  should  turn  whit* 
before  you  take  a  fish,  put  on  a  fresh  one. 

These  worms  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the  other 
baits  enumerated,  and  are  only  to  be  used  in  the 
absence  of  better ;  that  they  will  take  both  whiting- 
pollack  as  well  as  mackerel  I  have  frequently  proved, 
and  on  one  occasion,  with  a  dozen  earth-worms  and 
one  white  fly,  I  took  from  four  to  five  dozen  whiting- 
pollack,  and  frequently  three  or  four  with  the  same 
worm,  being  careful  not  to  spoil  the  bait  in  un- 
hooking the  fish.  It  is  the  most  economical  way 
of  baiting  I  have  ever  met  with. 

The  small  hook  keeps  the  bait  from  sliding  down 
on  the  bend  of  the  larger  one,  which  is  essential, 
for  were  the  body  to  follow  the  bend  of  the  hook, 
it  would  not  only  have  an  unnatural  appearance, 
but  also  would  revolve  in  the  water,  and  cause 
the  tackle  to  twist.  Such  little  matters  as  the 
above,  although  they  may  not  seem  of  importance 
at  first  sight,  I  can  assure  the  reader  are  not  to  be 
neglected  with  impunity.  This  observation  applies 
to  all  the  baits.  Lugs  are  not  usually  considered 
whiffing  baits,  yet  although  not  equal  to  ragworms, 
they  will  do  good  service,  when  baited  as  the  earth- 
worm, but  being  a  much  shorter  bait,  the  small 
hook  must  be  tied  on  to  the  hook  link  close  to  the 
head  of  the  larger,  and  a  shorter  shank  hook  used 
than  for  other  baits.  The  slips  of  long-nose, 
mackerel,  pork  or  fish  skin  are  to  be  hooked  merely 
once  through  one  end.  A  strip  of  squid  or  cuttle- 
fish is  also  used,  and  a  hom  or  arm  of  the  same, 
or  of  a  sucker  or  octopus,  may  be  baited  like  the 


baited  for  Whiffing. 

eels.  The  artificial  baits  may  also  be  often  used 
with  success,  attached  to  the  whiffing  lines,  and 
over  rocky  ground  and  shallow  water,  flies  are  very 
killing,  particularly  after  sunset.  In  moderate 
weather  a  rod  may  be  used.  In  consequence  of  the 
success  obtained  by  the  previously  mentioned  india- 
rubber  baits  in  whiffing,  the  natural  baits  are  not 
so  much  used  where  they  are  troublesome  or  difficult 
to  procure. 

The  Rod. 

In  consequence  of  the  increased  attention  of  late 
years  paid  to  sea-angling,  tackle  makers  have 
provided  stout  rods  of  varying  length  for  boat- 
angling,  in  addition  to  long  rods  in  previous  use  ;  it 
by  no  means  follows,  however,  that  a  variety  of 
rods  are  requisite,  for  the  ordinary  trolling  rod  or 
spinning  rod  can  in  most  cases  be  brought  into 
use  by  some  inexpensive  addition  or  modification, 
often,  in  fact,  no  alteration  is  necessary. 

In  strong  tides  and  deep  water,  leads  from  1  lb.  to 
21b.  are  requisite  to  keep  bottom,  especially  in 
ground-fishing  from  a  boat.  The  rod  will  here  be 
required  to  be  still  more  shortened,  and  the  first 
and  second  joint  will  often  be  found  sufficient  with 
a  very  stumpy  top  of  6in.  or  Sin.,  and  a  pulley 
ring,  which  will  favour  the  line  greatly. 

For  general  sea  fishing  with  a  rod,  16ft.  to  18ft. 
of  ash  and  hickory  is  a  good  length,  top  lancewood, 
which  will  answer  well  in  bottom  fishing  or  angling 
from  the  shore,  but  for  boat  fly-fishing  or  throwing 
off  the  rocks,  etc.,  the  long  butt  should  give  place 
to  one  of  18in.,  which  will  reduce  your  rod,  of  course, 
to  about  loft.  6in.,  a  much  more  manageable  length. 
A  bamboo  rod  is  the  lightest  and  most  agreeable 
to  fish  with,  but  more  Uable  to  receive  damage 
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from  the  rough  and  tumble  work  which  is  one  of 
the  concomitants  of  sea-fishing,  both  in  clambering 
over  rocks  and  in  the  boat. 

Your  rod,  although  strong,  should  not  be  unman- 
ageably heavy  or  stiff,  in  order  to  enable  you  to 
throw  flies  as  in  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  when  a 
shoal  of  fish  is  seen  leaping  on  the  surface  of  the 
water.  A  stout  top  Oin.  long  to  fit  into  the  third 
joint  is  very  useful  for  heavy  work  in  the  boat. 
Supposing  the  rod  to  bo  four- jointed,  three  lengths 
without  any  butt  may  be  used  for  mullet  and  smelt 
angling  from  piers  and  quays.  Thus  in  one  rod  you 
will  have  an  instrument  useful  for  all  angling  in 
salt  water.  The  rings  should  stand  out  as  in  a 
trolling  rod,  the  large  snake  or  bridge  rings  are  now, 
however,  preferred.  It  is  not  in  fresh  water  con- 
sidered orthodox  to  use  the  same  rod  for  both  fly 
and  bait  fishing,  but  in  salt-water  work  we  must 
bond  to  circumstances  for  the  sake  of  having  only 
one  rod,  which  can  be  made  to  answer  all  our 
requirements. 

Sea-Ang-ling-,  op  The  Use  of  the  Ang-ling" 
Rod  in  Salt  Water. 

This  is  a  very  ancient  practice,  how  ancient  it 
is  impossible  to  determine,  whether  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  on  the  Continent,  but  the  author  and 
some  few  others  own  copies  of  "  '  The  Gentleman 
Angler,'  A.  Bettesworth,  the  Red-Lyon,  Pater- 
Noster-Row,M.D.CCXXVI.,"  which  has  an  appendix 
containing  the  method  of  "  rock  and  sea-fishing," 
that  is,  the  use  of  the  angling  rod  from  steep  rocks 
on  the  margin  of  the  coast.  This  is  the  most  ancient 
testimony  in  print  on  sea-angling  (by  which  I 
mean  the  use  of  the  rod  in  salt  water)  I  have  been 
able  to  discover  in  the  British  eeas.  Mr.  T.  F. 
Salter,  in  his  "  Angler's  Guide,"  7th  edition,  J.  Wick- 
stead,  18,  Duke-street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  March, 
1830,  gives  Chap.  XVIII.,  p.  158  to  p.  172,  namely, 
"  Angling  for  Saltwater  Fish,"  to  this  subject, 
including  some  detail  on  hand-line  fishing,  with 
which,  however,  he  was  only  very  partially 
acquainted,  for,  although  he  described  fishing  for 
mackerel  from  a  boat  or  vessel  at  anchor  in  a  tideway 
both  with  hand-line  and  angling  rod,  in  a  partial 
manner,  he  says  of  whiting  pollack:  "Whiting 
pollack  are,  I  believe,  of  the  same  species,  though 
larger  ;  the  whiting  pout  is  smaller,  they  are  all 
angled  for  in  the  same  way."  As  regards  whiting 
pollack,  this  evidences  his  limited  acquaintance 
with  this  fish,  which  requires  special  tackle,  being 
only  caught  by  chance  with  ordinary  ground  lines 
of  the  forms  usel  for  whiting,  pout,  dabs,  and  other 
bottom-feeding  fish.  Although  Mr.  T.  F.  Salter 
mentions  that  he  visited  Plymouth,  where  so  much 
attention  has  always  been  given  to  pollack  fishing, 
he  seems  to  have  attained  to  no  knowledge  of  its 
means  of  capture.  Sea  angling,  to  some  extent,  is 
referred  to  in  "  Sea  Fish  and  How  to  Catch  Them," 
by  W.  B.  Lord,  R.  A.  Bradbury  and  Evans, 
Bouverie -street.  Fleet-street,  1861  or  1862,  which 
caused  the  author  to  write  this  work. 

Incidentally,  the  use  of  the  angling  rod  has  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  salt  water  in  a  few 
works,  but  no  work  specially  devoted  to  the  subject 
Avas  Avritten  until "  Angling  in  Salt  Water,"  by  "  John 
Bickerdyke,"  appeared,  which  drew  particular 
attention  to  the  practice.  This  was  followed  by 
"  Sea  Fishing  on  the  English  Coast,"  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  and  "  The  Sea  and  the  Rod,"  another  work 
in  which  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  collaborated  with  another 
author.  Some  smaller  works  have  also  appeared, 
but  the  largest  work  is  "  Sea  Fishing,"  by  "  John 
Bickerdyke,"  one  of  the  Badminton  series  of  works 
on  sport,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  smaller  previous 
work,  frequent  references  have  been  made  to  myself 
on  salt-water  fishing.  "  Sea  Fishing  as  a  Sport," 
by  Capt.  Lambton  J.  H.  Young,  enters  largely  into 
line  fishing,  but  the  use  of  the  rod  in  salt  water  did 
not  form,  as  in  my  present  book,  "  The  Sea-Fisher- 
man," a  portion  of  the  work.  On  the  subjects  of 
sea  angling  and  sea  fi.shing,  I  doubt  if  more  than  a 
dozen  works  exist  from  a  sporting  standpoint,  but 
the  number  of  authors  is  increasing  with  the 
increasing  interest  felt  on  the  subject. 

(To  be  continued.) 


How  TO  TIE  Trout  and  Grayling  Klies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  tor  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  OazetU,  St.  Uunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling.'' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subiect."— Fishing  Oazettt. 


A  BETBOSPECT. 

It  is  twenty-five  years  since  I  first  learnt  to  catch 
the  wily  trout,  and  where  could  I  learn  better  than 
among  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  hills  of  Westmorland — 
that  county  of  peace,  beauty,  and  solitary  grandeur  ? 
Where  could  I  find  more  varied  fishing,  and  where 
obtain  more  pleasure  in  pursuit  of  that  fishing  ? 

It  is  here  the  angler  may  fish  in  every  style. 
Here  he  may  ply  the  wet  fly  on  the  swiftly  running 
beck  and  the  dry  fly  on  the  "  dubs " ;  he  may 
"  worm  "  the  crystal  ghylls  far  up  on  the  mountain 
side  ;  he  may  "  spin  "  the  pools  of  the  larger 
streams,  and  "  fly  "  or  "  troll "  the  lakes  and  tarns, 
and  he  will  catch  not  only  trout  ranging  from  two 
ounces  to  twice  as  many  pounds,  but  if  ha  has  only 
the  slightest  gratitude  due  from  a  human  being,  he 
will  also  bo  filled  with  such  feelings  of  love  and 
admiration  for  the  natural  surroundings,  which  he 
will  be  able  to  look  back  upon  in  late  years  with 
pleasure  and  joy. 

Yes,  it  is  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  I  obtained 
my  first  trout  licence,  and  proudly,  with  a  solid  ash 
rod,  which  was  certainly  never  intended  for  fly 
fishing,  and  a  few  flies  given  me  by  a  local  fisherman, 
did  I  march  down  to  the  beck,  and  an  hour  later 
more  proudly  march  home  again  with  five  small 
trout. 

How  well  I  remember  the  intense  excitement — 
the  rise — the  first  rise — the  strike,  and  the  teout's 
frantic  attempt  to  free  itself,  and  the  final  landing 
of  that  first  trout !  No  net  was  used  or  required, 
and  the  lively  little  fish  was  lifted  unceremoniously 
up  the  bank  some  three  feet  above  the  water,  in 
much  the  same  way  I  landed  perch  with  the  self- 
same rod.  How  it  all  comes  back  after  all  these 
years  and  all  the  thousands  of  trout  I  have  since 
accounted  for.  That  rod  as  a  fly  rod  was  a  caution 
without  doubt,  but  after  catching  a  certain  number 
of  pounds  of  trout,  I  was  presented  with  a  superior 
article,  and  my  ash  rod  was  returned  to  the  boat  for 
perch  fishing,  for  which  it  was  intended. 

In  those  days  tackle  was  very  crude,  gut  was 
thick,  and  no  one  thought  of  buying  flies,  but  made 
a  buzz  fly  from  the  wing  of  a  thrush,  or  a  more 
dainty  fly  from  the  tail  of  a  -wTcn.  These,  with  a 
light  and  dark  snipe,  were  all  the  flies  used  in  the 
district  in  which  I  received  my  fishing  education. 
Even  on  later  visits  during  the  last  ten  years  I  have 
foimd  the  natives  using  much  the  same  tackle  and 
flies  ;  but  I  think  I  may  say  that  in  one  district,  at 
any  rate,  some  at  least  have  learnt  the  necessity 
of  using  more  refined  tackle. 

On  the  visit  in  question  I  obtained  permission  to 
fish  a  preserved  sheet  of  water.  In  company  with 
the  son  of  the  owner,  who  told  me  eighteen  to  two 
dozen  each  would  be  almost  a  record,  I  started  off 
about  9  a.m.  We  had  a  good  stiff  walk  of  some 
six  miles  before  we  reached  the  water.  There  was 
a  boat  and  a  very  nice  ripple,  and  we  simply  rowed 
up  wind  and  drifted  back,  so  both  had  even  chances. 
At  lunch  time  I  had  about  three  dozen  to  my  com- 
panion's half  dozen,  and  though  I  had  been  pressing 
him  to  accept  a  spare  cast  from  me,  he  would  not  do 
so  until  we  got  afloat  again,  after  which  he  very 
greatly  improved  his  catch.  When  we  finished  up, 
about  5  p.m.,  I  had  over  ninety  trout  and  he  about 
fifty.  There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  we  had 
beaten  any  previous  record  out  of  sight.  Soon  after 
our  return,  the  fame  of  our  catch  spread  through 
the  village  like  lightning,  and  two  elderly  fishermen 
hired  a  trap  and  were  off  early  next  morning  to  try 
their  luck.  This  was  a  very  similar  day,  and  not 
being  invited  to  join  them,  I  visited  a  tarn  nearer 
home,  and  in  about  three  hours'  fishing  in  the  after- 
noon I  took  one  hundred  and  twenty  trout.  On 
making  inquiries  next  day,  I  found  the  others  had 
only  about  two  dozen  between  them. 

I  am  not  writing  this  in  a  boasting  spirit,  but 
merely  to  show  the  difference  between  4x  drawn 
gut  and  the  thick  clumsy  tackle  then  in  use.  I 
have  no  doubt  also  that  I  was  exceptionally  lucky 
in  finding  the  trout  so  wsU  on  the  rise.  Nor  would 
I  have  it  supposed  that  these  fish  were  of  the  larger 
size  I  have  previously  mentioned.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  were  very  small,  and  probably  did  not 
average  more  than  three  ounces  each. 

Now,  gentle  reader,  do  not  be  too  hasty  in  cries 
of  shame.  I,  as,  I  hope,  a  true  sportsman,  would 
not  keep  a  single  trout  of  this  size  from  water  I 
know  they  would  improve  in  ;  but  in  these  waters 
the  fish  will  never  increase  in  size  under  present 
circumstances,  for  though  I  have  known  these 
waters  for  twenty-five  years,  and  have  fished  them 
constantly  for  ten  years,  and  at  odd  times  since,  I 


have  never  heard  of  a  half-pound  trout  being  caught- 
In  my  opinion,  there  are  too  many  fish  for  the  water, 
or  perhaps  I  should  say  for  the  food  supply,  and  I 
think  the  only  means  of  improving  the  size  is  to 
thin  them  out  and  introduce  new  blood. 

I  think  I  may  say  without  fear  of  contradiction 
that,  except  in  the  lakes  and  in  the  rivers  near  the 
larger  lakes,  a  half-pound  fish  is  large,  and  a  pound 
trout  very  exceptional,  with  perhaps  the  exception 
of  the  Kent.  It  is  true  the  trout  in  some  of  the 
lakes  run  up  to  61b.  or  more,  but  they  seldom  rise 
to  a  fly,  and  are  generally  captured  by  trolling. 
Such  trout  are  caught  in  Windermere,  Grasmere, 
Derwentwater,  Bassenthwaite,  and  also,  I  believe, 
sometimes  in  Wastwater,  Crummock,  UUeswater, 
and  Haweswater.  Of  the  above  lakes  Bassenthwaite 
is  certainly  the  best,  though  it  is  little  known  as  a 
trout  lake,  except  to  a  few,  who,  probably  for  their 
own  rather  selfish  reasons,  will  not  admit  it. 

The  Lake  District  in  general  during  the  summer 
is  not,  in  my  opinion,  an  angler's  paradise  as  far  as 
fishing  goes.  Firstly,  because  the  becks  are  low  and 
in  many  cases  practically  dry  ;  and,  secondly,  the 
trout  on  the  whole  are  very  small,  though  there  are 
places  where  the  average  is  much  better.  For  my 
own  part,  though  I  have  lived  for  ten  years  among 
the  hills,  I  should  never  tire  of  revisiting  the  lakes 
and  rivers  of  my  youth,  and  have,  in  fact,  many 
times  done  so,  but  never  without  a  rod. 

Probably  the  holiday  angler  would  be  at  a  loss 
to  know  where  to  fish  to  the  best  advantage  ;  but 
with  the  Editor's  permission,  I  shall  be  pleased  at 
some  future  time  to  write  a  further  article  on  my 
own  fishing  experiences  during  my  summer  holidays 
in  this  district.  Fly. 


PUBLIC  DANGEB. 


I  AM  very  glad  indeed  to  see  that  anglers  are 
stirring  to  prevent  what  appears  to  me  (if  Mr. 
Woodruff's  warning  is  justified)  a  very  grave 
danger  to  the  public  generally,  as  well  as  pro- 
bable ruin  to  the  Lea  as  an  angler's  river. — Ed. 

"A  mass  meeting  of  anglers,  rowing  men,  and 
others  will  be  held  in  the  Large  Hall  at  Rye  House, 
Herts,  on  Sunday,  March  18,  at  6.30  p.m.,  to 
protest  against  the  Bill  lodged  in  Parliament  by 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  Members  of 
Parliament  and  County  Councillors  have  been 
approached  as  speakers,  but  at  the  time  of  going 
to  press  their  confirmations  have  not  been  received. 

"  If  the  Bill  is  passed  it  will  be  putting  back  for 
a  generation  what  ought  to  be  and  what  could  be 
done  now.  The  board's  own  engineer  admits  that 
the  Bill  only  deals  with  part  of  a  larger  scheme. 
The  Mayor  of  Hackney  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  Hackney  both  confirm  this  statement, 
and  yet  they  support  the  Bill,  which  can  only 
result  in  the  residents  in  the  Lea  Valley  being 
subjected  to  objectionable  stinks  and  possible 
epidemics. 

"Sewage  effluent  from  thirty-one  towns  and 
villages  is  to  be  poured  into  the  river  at  Nazing. 
Six-sevenths  of  the  water  passing  down  the  river 
to  Ponder's  End  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  river  above 
the  sewage  effluent — the  flow  of  the  river  will  be 
reduced  to  about  half-mile  per  day. 

"  Sewage  experts  state  in  evidence  before  Royal 
Commission,  1904: — 

"  '  It  is  found  that  although  an  effluent  may  be 
discharged  from  sewage  works  apparently 
innocuous,  after  mixing  with  river  water  and 
the  chemical  effect  of  certain  vegetable 
growths  and  secondary  decomposition,  the 
result  is  to  cause  a  foul  condition  of  the 
river.' 

"  Edmonton,  Tottenham,  Hackney,  and  the 
neighbouring  suburbs  may  not  immediately  feel 
the  effect  of  the  effluent.  The  town  of  Ware  did 
not  feel  the  effect  of  the  sewage  effluent  from  the 
one  town  of  Hertford  imtil  some  few  years,  but 
the  state  of  the  river  became  so  bad  that  the 
town's  water  carnivals  had  to  be  abandoned  some 
four  years  ago.  The  same  thing  is  bound  to  occur 
in  the  districts  above  named.  Every  person  who 
reads  this  matter  should  bring  it  before  his 
Councillors  or  Members  of  Parliament.  They  in 
turn  will  institute  inquiries,  which  we  feel  will 
only  result  in  the  Bill  being  withdrawn  in  favour 
of  the  larger  scheme  which  the  board  have — as  it 
were — up  their  sleeve.     "  R.  G.  Woodruff, 

"Sec.  Anglers'  Association." 
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.  SOME  AMEEICAN  NOTES  AND 
QUEEIES. 
By  Theodoke  Gordon. 


Blue  Andalttsians. 

I  AM  told  that  the  blue  Andalusian  is  very 
mmon  in  many  parts  of  England,  and  is  popular 
ong  farmers.  This  is  not  the  case  in  this 
untry,  and  one  seldom  sees  a  blue  fowl  except 
occasionally  a  few  pens  of  Andalusians  are  exhibited 
at  poultry  shows.  All  the  cocks  I  have  seen 
have  had  black  hackles,  and  were  quite  useless 
from  the  fly-tier's  point  of  view.  All  the  dun 
hackles  that  I  have  collected  have  been  from 
sports,  fowls  of  mixed  breeds,  and  the  last  blue 
cock  of  which  I  have  knowledge  died  this  winter. 
Does  anyone  know  how  to  cross  breed  chickens  so 
that  blue  or  dun  hackles  will  result?  I  have 
bought  such  hackles  in  England,  but  many  proved 
to  be  hen  hackles,  and  most  of  the  cocks  were  poor 
in  quality. 

A  Severe  Winter. 

We  had  a  fine  open  winter  until  January,  the 
lowest  temperature  registered  in  December  was 
zero.  The  old  saying  that  as  the .  days  lengthen 
the  cold  strengthens  has  proved  true  this  year, 
and  we  have  had  some  severe  winter  weather  in 
this  region  (Sullivan  County,  N.Y.).  Ten  to 
sixteen  degrees  below  zero,  deep  snow,  and  tem- 
pestuous gales  of  icy  wind.  This  is  the  first  winter 
I  have  spent  far  from  the  madding  crowd,  in  the 
real  country,  far  from  railroads  and  towns,  and  I 
admit  that  there  has  been  considerable  discomfort 
as  well  as  pleasure.  It  is  difiQcult  to  perform  one's 
ablutions  in  solid  ice,  and  getting  out  of  bed  in 
the  morning  is  a  decidedly  shivery  affair.  Years 
ago  I  asked  a  man  who  lived  in  this  vicinity  what 
he  did  in  winter  (he  had  no  property),  and  he 
replied  that  he  sat  by  the  stove  all  day  and  put  on 
wood.  At  times  it  has  been  difficult  to  do  much 
more  than  this.  Fly  making  was  poor  iun.  I 
made  wax  of  many  degrees  of  hardness.  If  too 
hard  it  was  useless.  If  soft,  it  would  not  bind.  I 
used  resin,  beeswax,  white  wax,  and  turpentine,  in 
varying  proportions,  and  tried  "  Athenian's  "  liquid 
wax  (turpentine  and  resin  in  equal  parts).  Is  there 
such  a  thing  as  a  perfect  wax,  good  in  any  climate  ? 
I  was  anxious  to  work,  as  two  years  ago  I  promised 
to  tie  a  quantity  of  flies  for  friends,  but  had  not 
had  time  to  do  so.  Also,  I  was  entirely  out 
myself,  and  had  to  buy  flies  for  my  one  outing  on 
the  stream  last  spring. 

Patterns  of  Flies. 

Some  of  the  new  patterns  of  flies  are  nothing 
but  millinery  goods,  and  have  nothing  to  commend 
them.  Many  people  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  that 
the  ground  has  been  thoroughly  tilled  for  the  best 
part  of  a  century  by  real  artists  in  fly-making,  who 
lived  on  or  near  well-known  rivers,  and  had  a  life- 
time to  test  the  effects  of  colour  and  combinations 
of  colour  in  the  water,  in  the  case  of  salmon  flies  and 
lake  flies.  When  we  come  to  imitations  of  "natural 
flies  for  trout  fi.shing,  there  is  abundant  room  for 
study  and  improvement,  as  our  artificials  are  far 
from  perfect;  but  the  continual  a,ddition  of  newly- 
named  fancy  flies  to  our  lists  is  rather  a  nuisance,  as 
too  often  they  possess  neither  real  novelty  nor  value. 

The  Desolation  of  the  Woods. 

The  deep  woods  are  very  desolate  at  this  season, 
only  an  inspection  of  the  snow  shows  that  many 
small  animals  are  busy  during  the  hours  of  night 
or  early  morning.  The  common  American  rabbit 
is  said  to  be  a  true  hare,  yet  it  spends  much  of  its 
time  in  burrows  under  ground,  and  few  will  be 
found  sitting  out  in  their  forms  after  cold  weather 
begins.  The  big  hare  that  turns  white  in  winter 
sits  out  in  all  weathers,  but  seems  to  retire  to  the 
evergreen  swamp.s  during  the  day.  This  fellow  can 
cover  ground  like  a  racehorse  when  scared  or 
pursued,  and  hops  about  four  feet  when  taking 
things  easy.  Snow  birds  are  about  as  asual 
and  a  few  jays.  A  flock  of  English  sparrows  has 
been  wintering  about  tho  house  and  bams,  and 
seem  to  be  as  hearty  and  happy  as  possible,  even 
in  the  worst  weather.  The  water  of  the  Nevcrsink  is 
wonderfully  clear  and  sunny  usually,  but  now  it  runs 
almost  black,  where  it  can  bo  se«;n  between  ice  and 
snow.  The  farios  in  this  river  are  of  both  the 
brown  and  yellow  varieties,  and  individuals  never 
seem  to  alter  their  cf>lours.  I  have  watched  the 
same  fish  for  many  weeks  and  theyidid  not  change. 
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although  subjected  to  exactly  the  same  influences 
of  water,  light,  and  shade,  in  the  same  small  pools. 
Fine  Yellow  Trout. 

The  yellow  trout  are  real  beauties.  The  vivid 
spots,  '  golden  belly,  and  general  brightness  of 
coloration  can  hardly  be  surpassed  by  any  other 
fish.  I  remember  my  delight  and  surprise  over  the 
first  one  I  ever  saw  ;  it  was  in  the  summer  of  1889, 
and  I  had  gone  down  to  the  stream  with  a  little 
fom-  ounce  switch,  made  of  lancewood,  to  take  a 
few  trout  for  supper.  I  did  not  know  that  there 
were  any  but  native  trout  in  the  river,  and  was 
fishing  with  a  single  fly,  a  tiny  Alder.  I  had  killed 
four  natives,  when  there  was  a  quiet  rise  and  I  was 
fast  in  a  better  fish  which  gave  smart  play  on  my 
light  tackle.  I  had  left  my  net  and  had  to  strand 
the  trout.  It  was  one  of  the  yellow  boys,  and  a 
most  perfect  specimen.  I  could  not  imagine  what 
it  was,  and  supposed  that  I  had  taken  some  rare 
fish  or  sport  from  the  native  trout.  I  was  deter- 
mined to  preserve  it  if  possible,  and  putting  it  in 
my  big  soft  hat  I  broke  for  a  little  candy  store 
attached  to  the  hotel,  without  even  taking  the  fly 
from  its  mouth.  The  storekeeper  had  a  box  in  a 
race  near  his  place,  and  if  he  would  put  the  trout 
in  this  it*iight  be  saved.  I  was  not  in  good  con- 
dition, and  by  the  time  I  reached  the  store  I  was 
badly  blown.  The  man  looked  at  my  crimson  face 
anxiously  as  I  tried  to  ask  him  for  a  large  bucket 
of  water,  and  a  party  of  ladies  viewed  me  with 
astonished  curiosity.  One  of  them  kindly  put  in 
her  oar  and  said,  "  Oh  !  I  know  what  he  warts,  he 
is  trying  to  order  a  bottle  of  wine."  Finally,  the 
poor  fish  was  deposited  in  the  live- bait  box,  but  it 
only  lived  a  day  or  two. 

Stockinw  with  Fey. 

I  learned  that  a  few  brown  trout  fry  had 
been  placed  in  the  river  in  1885  and  1886. 
This  stocking  was  continued  after  1890,  and  by 
1894  there  were  a  number  of  big  farios  in 
every  large  pool.  They  wore  all  fish  of  from 
1  lb.  to  6lb.  in  weight.  Very  few  small  trout 
of  this  species  were  caught  until  after  the  last  date 
named,  the  bulk  of  the  fish  were  still  natives. 
Nowadays,  and  for  some  years  past,  the  brown 
trout  have  been  largely  in  the  majority.  The  same 
thing  is  seen  on  every  hand.  Sometimes  it  only 
requires  about  three  years  to  replace  the  foritinalis 
with  fario.  Lots  of  men  work  themselves  into  a 
rage  at  this,  and  yearn  for  the  old  days  of  native 
trout  only,  but  I  notice  that  the  stocking  with 
brown  trout  fry  continues,  if  any  stocking  is  done. 
I  tell  them,  if  you  want  natives  you  must  stock 
with  natives,  but  when  the  foreign  ttout  is  once 
established  and  there  are  many  large  fish,  they 
may  maintain  the  upper  hand.  They  grow  faster 
and  must  be  heavier  feeders  than  either  the  native 
or  rainbow.  It  puzzles  me  why  the  last-named 
trout  should  have  been  successfully  introduced  into 
but  one  stream,  of  which  I  have  personal  knowledge. 
In  this  they  were  very  numerous  for  many  years, 
I>Ut  are  now  yielding  place  to  the  farios.  I  think 
that  it  is  a  pity  that  in  this  river  the  stocking  witli 
rainbows  was  not  continued  inst(;ad  of  introducing 
the  browns.  The  former  gave  great  sport,  although 
rarely  going  over  31b.  in  weight.  They  fight  until 
they  are  dead,  look  like  a  salmon,  and  jump  like 
one.  Even  a  little  chap  of  a  few  inches  will  leap 
again  and  again 

Dressings  for  Spinners. 
Do  you  ever  dress  spinners  with  plain  summer 
duck  wings  ?    I  fancy  they  would  answer  well  for 


your  Red  or  Brown  Spinner.  Of  course,  the  feather 
is  not  so  easy  to  get  as  formerly.  Summer  duck 
formerly  bred  in  many  of  the  northern  states.  They 
used  to  do  so  on  this  river,  and  are  yet  found  on 
some  of  the  lakes  in  this  county.  I  shot  a  fine 
drake  out  of  a  flock  of  eight  birds,  several  years 
ago,  near  one  of  them,  and  saw  several  others. 
Quite  a  nice  blue  quill  can  be  torn  from  a 
coot's  feather.  It  is  bright  and  shiny.  Some 
guinea-fowls  furnish  blue  hackles  that  will 
answer  our  purpose  if  we  can  get  nothing 
better.  They  are  short  and  long  in  fibre,  so  that 
two  may  be  used.  I  found  an  albatross  feather 
that  I  have  had  for  years  and  had  lost  sight  of, 
but  the  oil  has  all  dried  out,  and  the  quills  or  fibres 
are  weak.  Some  are  dun  coloured,  but  I  fear  will 
do  no  good.  There  are  wools  that  do  not  absorb 
moisture  readily.  A  favourite  fly  of  mine  has  a 
body  of  this  material,  yet  floats  well.  One  of  my 
friends  says  that  it  floats  like  a  haystack.  He  is 
a  very  successful  angler,  using  the  dry-fly  often  on 
waters  where  nothing  except  wet-fly  has  ever  been 
known.  Many  furs  are  too  dark  when  wet.  Our 
muskrat  is  very  nice  to  work  with,  but  is  dark  blue 
in  colour — iron  blue.  Mink  fiu-  makes  a  nice  brown 
body,  and  with  dun  wings  and  red  hackle  and  tail 
an  excellent  fly.  A  good  angler  I  know  likes  a 
body  of  red  cow's  hair,  heavily  hackled  down  the 
body.  It  is  a  tremendously  haiiy,  bushy  fly,  yet 
kills  well  here  in  spring. 

Scotch  Flies. 
The  Scotch  flies  with  little  wing  and  less  body 
and  hackle  are  not  favoured  by  many,  yet  some 
men  say  they  prefer  lightly  dressed  flies,  and  some- 
times reduce  wings  and  hackle  with  a  penknife. 
This  is  easily  done,  but  spoils  the  "looks"  of  the 
fly.  The  south  of  England  flies  often  do  well  if 
not  too  small.  I  dress  many  flies  with  two  hackles 
to  avoid  long  legs,  yet  it  seems  strange  that  the 
trout  do  not  take  exception  to  this  vast  quantity 
of  legs.  For  one  thing,  the  excessive  hackle  has 
the  effect  of  a  halo  about  the  body  of  the  fly,  and  a 
fly  buzzing  upon  the  water  has  the  same  appearance. 
However,  as  I  have  always  claimed,  no  round-eyed 
creature  has  a  good  idea  of  form  as  possessed  by 
human  beijigs  with  their  almond  eyes. 

To  Preserve  Health. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  intense  dry  cold  has  injured 
my  rods.  The  wrappings  are  snapping,  and  I  am 
sure  that  they  are  dry  as  old  bones.  If  a  man's 
lungs  are  in  a  bad  state  after  pneumonia  or  any 
lung  disease,  let  him  hie  away  to  mountain  trout 
stream  country  where  the  air  is  dry  and  bracing. 
Let  him  fish  and  shoot  just  as-much  as  his  strength 
will  permit.  For  a  time  it  may  be  very  hard  work. 
He  has  no  breath  to  go  on,  and  puffs  and  blows 
with  every  little  exertion,  but  gradually  the  cool, 
pure  atmosphere  will  strengthen  him,  the  lungs 
will  clear  and  heal,  and  in  time  be  as  good  as  new. 
One  can  live  cheaply  in  the  country,  and  can 
soon  become  accustomed  to  the  lack  of  some  of  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life.  Strong  men  are 
sometimes  alarmed  by  continued  weakness  or  the 
loss  of  a  little  blood,  and  are  afraid  to  exert 
themselves  in  any  way.  It  is  little  use  to  sit  about, 
drive  a  little  only,  and  possibly  eat  well  enough. 
Every  organ  and  muscle  must  be  strengthened, 
and  as  soon  as  one  begins  to  put  on  real  hard  flesh 
he  is  safe  enough.  It  may  take  time,  but  anything 
is  better  than  being  a  chronic  invalid.  I  am  surely 
off  the  track  again. 

Standard  Salmon  Flies. 
Years  ago  I  made  quite  a  collection  of  standard 
salmon  flies.  My  idea  was  to  get  a  dozen  or  more 
from  each  celebrated  tier  known  to  anglers,  and 
then,  perhaps,  have  them  mounted  in  a  big  frame 
in  groups  with  name  below  or  above.  I  think  that 
this  would  be  very  interesting,  but  I  never  got 
very  far,  not  beyond  180  in  all,  and  I  kept  giving 
them  away  as  patterns  or  to  friends  going  north, 
and  now  have  but  a  few  dozen  remaining.  Forrest, 
of  Kelso,  certainly  turns  out  beautiful  work,  and 
was  formerly  the  only  well-known  maker  in  this 
country.  Wright,  of  Sprouston,  is  an  artist  also, 
but  I  wanted  all  the  Irishmen  whose  names  are  so 
familiar.  Hardy  and  Cummings,  in  England,  Wm. 
Brown,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention, 
sell  beautiful  flies,  but  what  I  really  wanted  was  flies 
tied  by  the  fingers  of  a  man  who  was  known  far 
and  wide  for  his  fine  work.  Dan  O  Fee,  I  presume, 
is  one  of  this  description.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
salmon  fly  scarcely  holds  the  position  among  anglers 
that  it  had  when  Francis  wrote  his  work  on  angling. 
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He  tried  as  far  as  possible  to  give  special  flies  for 
every  river  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  now  the 
general  opinion  is  that  a  half-dozen  well  selected 
standard  flies — large.small,  and  medium — are  all  that 
is  required  on  any  river.  In  looking  over  a  journal 
kept  by  a  good  angler  many  years  ago  I  found  here 
and  there  various  flies  stuck  into  the  leaves  with  a 
few  lines  devoted  to  some  unusual  incident.  One 
was  a  tiny  Silver  Doctor  with  a  single  scale  on  the 
barb.  It  was  no  larger  than  a  small  trout  fly,  but 
had  hold  a  foul-hooked  301b.  salmon.  These  small 
flies  were  used  far  up  the  rivers  late  in  the  season 
when  the  fish  had  been  up  some  time  and  were 
hard  to  move.  Do  you  think  that  salmon  take 
these  tiny  objects  for  anything  except  flies  ? 
This  angler  believed  that  all  flics  were  taken 
because  they  filled  the  fish  with  rage.  The 
salmon  came  at  the  fly  to  smash  and  kill  it,  not  to 
eat  it,  always  as  something  alive  and  to  bo  killed. 
We  are  on  firmer  ground  with  trout,  but  their 
oddities  and  queer  pranks  are  innumerable.  All 
that  we  can  say  after  much  experience  is  that  we 
know  pretty  well  the  habits  and  tastes  of  the  trout 
in  a  few  streams  that  we  have  fished  for  many  years. 

Anglers  Should  Keep  a  Diauy. 
All  anglers  should  keep  a  diary,  but  few  will  take 
time  when  they  are  tired  to  write  the  few  lines 
necessary.  The  one  just  referred  to  was  not  large, 
but  it  had  plenty  of  meat  in  it.  Small  outlines 
of  the  pools  were  drawn,  and  diminutive  salmon 
showed  the  lies  of  the  fish  in  a  number  of  the 
New  Brunswick  and  Canadian  rivers,  the  killing 
flies,  stage  of  water  and  state  of  weather,  and  all 
incidents  of  importance.  Some  of  these  rivers  were 
comparatively  unknown  at  that  time,  and  I  think 
that  with  that  small  book  in  his  pocket  a  stranger 
could  have  visited  any  one  of  them,  and  made  the 
best  of  his  opportunities.  Then  much  pleasure  is 
to  be  derived  from  going  through  such  records  in 
after  years.  Without  such  a  diary  much  will  have 
passed  from  memory.  Curiously  enough,  I  was 
glancing  over  an  old  book  on  fishing  by  Forrester, 
when  I  noticed  a  record  of  the  taking  of  a  I51b.  3oz. 
pike  in  the  Upper  Hudson  with  a  large  artificial  fly. 
I  am  tempted  to  mail  the  book.  Everyone  who  has 
seen  these  flies  at  work  has  faith,  but  no  one  else 
will  even  give  them  a  fair  trial.  Yet  it  would  be 
found  a  great  convenience  to  have  when  you  see 
the  minnows  jumping  from  a  big  pike  and  have 
only  small  flies  or  coarse  fish  tackle.  The  big  fly 
can  be  put  on  in  a  moment.  It  can  be  got  out, 
although  not  too  easy  to  cast  with  a  very  light  rod, 
but  the  sport !  Hook  a  good  pike  with  fly  tackle, 
and  one  will  get  soine  new  ideas  a3  to  the  fighting 
abilities  of  a  pike. 

Pike  Destroy  Trout  Streams. 
We  are  not  much  troubled  with  pike  in  our 
trout  streams,  but  pickerel  have  destroyed  the 
trout  fishing  in  many  lakes.  Preserves  have  been 
ruined  by  malicious  individuals  secretly  introducing 
pickerel.  The  black  bass  is  the  only  fish  that  is 
too  savage  for  pike.  Placed  in  a  small  lake  alive 
with  pickerel,  they  soon  kill  off  all  the  small  ones, 
and  thereafter  the  stock  of  long  noses  will  be  ex- 
tremely small.  The  big  mouth  bass  of  the  south  rises 
very  freely  at  the  fly,  but  the  small  mouth  not  always 
or  everywhere.  When  he  does  the  sport  is  excellent, 
but  with  the  ^big  mouth  there  is  usually  but  one 
good  run.  However,  the  latter  attains  a  great  size 
in  some  waters,  and  has  a  record  of  241b.  in 
Florida.  Three  of  us  once  saw  a  hooked  fish 
j  ump  that  we  estimated  to  weigh  more  than  this. 
It  was  in  almost  virgin  waters. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — Thames  anglers 
are  now  looking  forward  to  the  trouting  season  on 
April  1.  The  river  is  full,  there  beiug  a  good  head 
of  water  which,  witli  tlie  jnild  whiter,  should  help 
the  fish  forward.  Most  of  the  sluice-gates  at  the 
weirs  are  open  and  the  water  is  being  run  off  rapidly. 
The  coarse  fishing  season  having  closed,  members  of 
angling  clubs  will  now  settle  up  affairs,  award 
season  prizes,  hold  annual  meetings  and  angling 
dinners,  and  congratulate  those  who  have  been 
successful.  Rods  and  tackle  must  be  carefully  put 
away  ready  again  for  June  16.    An  article  on  the 


close  of  the  season  appears  in  another  column. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  coarse  fishing  season 
closed  on  Wednesday  last,  and  in  putting  away  their 
rods  and  tackle  for  another  season !  anglers  must 
feel  some  disappointment  for  the  lack  of  sport 
during  the  past  season.  Some  have  met  with  good 
luck,  and  several  good  specimen  fish  have  been 
caught,  but,  taken  all  round,  it  has  been  one  of  the 
worst  on  record.  During  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  the  water  was  in  fairly  good  condition,  and 
several  good  bags  of  roach  were  taken,  Mr.  R. 
Escoinbe  taking  a  lot  of  specimens  up  to  1  lb.  lOoz., 
and  another  angler,  fishing  near  Medmenham,  took 
a  piUo  of  151b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Phillips  has  taken  some 
good  roach  while  fishing  with  G.  Smith.  Since 
Saturday  last  the  water  has  been  out  of  condition, 
and  the  weather  voryj  rough.  On  March  2  forty- 
seven  very  fine  tench  wore  turned  down  near 
Henley  Bridge,  some  weighing  up  to  31b.  Some 
very  nice  rudd  will  arrive  shortly.  I  might  mention 
that  I  am  turning  into  the  river  some  large  Ted- 
dington  daco. — Stanley  Mead.I 

Avon  (Ringwood). — This  river  is  now  getting 
a  good  colour  but  still  vory  high.  No  salmon  have 
yet  been  taken,  but  with  a  few  fine  days  I  should 
think  there  will  bo  one  or  two  taken,  as  the  fish 
have  had  plenty  of  water  to  run  up  the  river.  The 
pike  have  been  feeding  very  well  the  last  few  days, 
one  gentleman,  Mr.  Pearson,  fishing  on  some  private 
water,  taking  80lb.  weight  in  two  days.  Mr.  G.  L. 
Polden  has  also  had  some  good  sport  on  the  Crown 
Hotel  water,  taking  eight  pike,  the  two  largest 
weighing  161b.  and  101b.  Mr.  Darvill  and  Mr. 
Wyatthave  also  taken  fish  of  8^1b.,  OJlb.,  and  Olb., 
besides  several  smaller  ones.  Mr.  F.  Tilton  also 
got  a  pike  101b. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). —  The  past  week 
has  again  been  unfavourable  to  anglers,  the  river 
still  being  in  flood,  a  lot  of  snow  water  having 
come  down  from  the  moor.  Not  a  great  number 
of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  trout  fishing 
has  been  completely  "  off."  On  March  12, 
Mr.  Louis 'Horswell,  of  Stretchford,  landed  a  161b. 
salmon,  making  his  fourth  success  this  season, 
whilst  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Colin  May  killed  a  71b. 
fish  below  the  weir  with  the  Devon  minnow.  Very 
little  fishing  can  be  done  until  the  swollen  waters 
go  down. — Devonian. 

Devonsliire  Streams. — The  Torridge,  Okement, 
and  Lew  have  been  in  flood  and  the  waters  have 
been  discoloured.  Trout  fishing  with  (fie  fly  has 
not  been  successful,  but  a  couple  of  good  baskets 
have  been  taken  with  small  Devon  minnow.  A  basket 
of  three  dozen  has  been  about  the  best  effort  on  the 
Carey,  and  like  other  streams  the  flood  has  hampered 
fishing.  Messrs.  Ridgway  and  Bastard  have  kUled  si.K- 
teen  salmon  between  them  in  the  Exe  during  the  first 
week  of  the  season,  and  three  of  the  fish  scaled 
161b.  apiece.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  on 
the  Teign,  where  it  is  hoped  the  restocking 
will  have  a  beneficial  effect. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Boisterous  March 
winds  and  rain  have  temporarily  stopped  all  the 
fishing,  although  some  good  catches  of  trout  have 
been  made,  the  fish  being  in  very  fair  condition.  In 
the  Up -Exe  Association  waters  salmon  have  not 
put  in  an  appearance,  but  with  the  full  river  will 
soon  bo  in  e\'idence.  A  few  pike  and  roach  have 
been  caught  in  the  river  and  also  in  the  Exeter 
canal.  Under  "  Teignmouth  Notes,"  in  the  Express 
and  Echo,  I  see  that  only  one  salmon  has  been  taken 
in  the  Teign,  and  until  this  month  is  out  but  little 
sport  is  anticipated,  trout  excepted.  Sea  fishing  is 
very  quiet,  only  a  few  pollack  being  caught  on 
Exmouth  Pier.  Bass  and  mullet  are  not  showing 
up  yet.  A  few  salmon  were  caught  at  Trew's  Weir 
and  Mr.  Tremlett's  Mills  below  St.  David's  Station, 
and  some  fine  trout  have  been  seen  in  Bonhay  Weir 
Pool  and  in  the  Creedy.  Very  fewflies  have,  however, 
been  seen  on  the  rivers  up  to  the  present.  All  the 
season  tickets  issued  on  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh's 
waters  were  taken  up  before  the  opening  of  the 
salmon  fishing  season,  the  number  being  limited  to 
twenty. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Mr. 
Ward,  from  the  Meyrick  Arms  Hotel,  had  three 
trout  on  Friday  with  a  March  Brown,  two  white 
and  one  brown,  weighing,  respectively,  9oz.,  13oz., 
and  21b.  5oz.  A  cold  north-east]  wind  prevailed, 
and  heavy  floods  and  ice  and  snow  have  succeeded. 
— W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Pike  and  perch  fishing 
closed  on  Wednesday,  but  roach,  chub,  dace,  bream, 
barbel,  tench,  and  carp  can  be  caught  and  retained 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  Visiting  anglers  ex- 
perienced another  wet  and  rough  week-end,  and 
sport  appears  to  have  been  very  indifferent  all 
round.  A  pike  of  nearly  lOlb.  was  caught  last  week 
in  the  Hoddesdon  waters.  Anglers  out  on  March  17 
and  18  promise  to  find  the  river  holding  plenty  of 
colour,  as  snow  and  rain  have  fallen.  Tlie  water  is 
also  likely  to  be  running  at  a  very  low  temperature. 


Worms  and  bread  crust  should  bo  taken  among 
other  baits  — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  .Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  now  in 
good  condition,  and  excellent  sport  is  the  result. 
Fine  pike  have  been  taken,  and  the  roach  and 
perch  are  greatly  in  evidence. — Arthur  Rolph. 

LvLgg  and  Arrow  (Xteominster,  —Both  streams 
have  boon  running  slightly  stained  owing  to  the 
heavy  falls  of  snow.  The  weather  has  been  very 
bad  of  late  and  sport  slow,  owing  to  the  snow  water 
in  the  rivers.  The  Pinsley  is  in  fair  order.  — 
Gvvynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltertou). — The  past  week 
has  not  been  very  good  for  fishing,  the  river 
having  been  more  or  less  in  spate,  with  only  brief 
intervals  when  the  fly  could  be  used.  Last  Friday, 
March  9,  was  a  coarse,  rough  day,  with  a  strong 
S.W.  wind,  and  the  water  very  nearly  unfishable, 
but,  unpleasant  though  it  was,  it  proved  a  regular 
basket  filler.  Trout  took  the  fly  greedily  about  1p.m., 
and  all  the  afternoon,  more  or  less.  One  rod  on  the 
Rolle  water  took  fourteen  good  fish — all  with  the 
sunk  fly — and  some  nice  fish  were  also  taken  on  the 
public  water  here.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river 
is  in  high  flood  and  fishing  is  quite  out  of  tho  ques- 
tion. If  fine  weather  should  set  in,  sport  at  the 
end  of  tho  week  will  probably  be  good,  but  there  is 
no  depending  on  the  weather  just  now. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  lyes,  Hunts). — Once  again  we  have 
arrived  at  the  close  season,  after  a  period  of  many 
disappointments,  but  in  hopes  of  making  up  for 
them  in  the  coming  season.  Out  on  March  10,  with 
Mr.  Jacobs,  of  the  Anglo-French  Club,  he  got  some 
roach  going  from  1  lb.  3oz.  up  to  1  lb.  5oz.,  and  I 
had    a   goodly   show   of   x^^unders.  —  Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Plymouth. — Good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
rivers ;  tlie  trout  are  in  very  good  condition, 
and  fair  size.  I  hear  from  very  good  authority  that 
a  fresh  run  peel  has. been  taken  on  the  Meavy,  and 
also  one  on  the  Tavy,  this  latter  on  March  7.  This 
is  very  early  for  the  Tavy  and  Plym  district, 
although  on  the  Dart  they  always  look  out  for  them 
on  the  opening  days  of  March,  where  several  salmon 
have  been  taken  during  the  week.  There  is  plenty 
of  water  in  the  rivers,  with  every  probability  of  its 
holding  on,  therefore  we  look  forward  to  a  good 
season.  The  trout  fishing  on  the  river  Fowey 
commences  March  16,  and  the  salmon  fishing  on 
April  5 ;  this  latter  season  does  not  close  until 
Nov.  30. — William  Hearder. 

Rhayader  (Birmingham  Welsh  Reservoirs).— 
Fishing  in  these  waters  has  now  commenced,  and 
on  Saturday  last  several  rods  were  out  on  Peny- 
garog  Reservoir.  The  fish  taken  averaged  1  lb. 
apieco.  The  heaviest  fish  caught  weighed  1  lb.  5oz., 
and  the  smallest  lOoz.  Having  regard  to  the  very 
severe  weather  which  we  have  lately  experienced, 
and  the  snow-water  in  the  reservoirs,  the  result 
shows  every  indication  of  an  excellent  trout  fishing 
season.  Earlier  in  tho  week  fish  were  taken  out  of 
the  adjoining  reservoir  at  Craiggoch,  and  were  in 
capital  condition  and  fought  well.  The  favourite 
fly  at  present  appears  to  be  the  March  Brown. — J. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
mild  weather  of  last  week  has  given  place  to  winter 
with  its  frosts,  hail,  and  snowstorms.  Rivers  are 
high  and  the  season  has  closed  uneventfully. 
Chichester  Canal  has  lield  the  premier  position  for 
sport.  In  the  last  week,  Mr.  Leach,  of  Portsmouth, 
captured  a  fine  perch  at  the  basin,  weighing 
4^1b.,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  taxi- 
dermist. Mr.  Bostock  secured  a  pike  of  61b. 
with  spoon.  On  Monday,  Mr.  F.  Berry,  a  London 
visitor,  and  Messrs.  Sequah,  Leach,  Taylor,  and  F. 
Harry,  from  Portsmouth,  fished  the  basin  in 
tempestuous  weather,  and  among  them  captured 
five  nice  pike ;  two  of  81b.,  one  of  7lb.,  and  a  brace 
of  61b.  Mr.  Berry  also  landed  an  eel  of  over  31b. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  I3erry  took  a  handsome  perch  of 
3^1b.  and  a  brace  of  61b.  pike.  Mr.  Berry,  who  had 
seen  the  perch  taken  by  Mr.  Leach  at  the  taxider- 
mist's, journeyed  expressly  from  London  to  try  for 
a  specimen  perch,  and  was  delighted  with  his 
success.  The  fish  is  being  set  up.  Mr.  Ansell, 
of  the  Cottage,  at  the  basin,  landed  and  weighed 
the  fish,  and  the  sport  was  celebrated  in 
good  old  Scotch.  Roach  have  fed  well  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills  on  the  Ouse,  and  a  few  pike  up  to 
5Jlb.  have  been  taken  from  the  upper  water. 
The  Trafalgar  Anglers  held  a  competition  at 
Berwick  in  tempestuous  weather.  Takes  were 
small.  Mr.  F.  King,  with  three  rudd  and  a 
perch,,  was  first ;  and  Mr.  A.  Nicholas,  with  a  rudd 
and  perch,  second.  Smelt,  herring  and  small  bass 
are  to  be  taken  in  Chichester  Harbour.  Salmon 
and  S3a  trout  have  been  seen  in  the  water  near 
Pilsea. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Iilandyssil). — River  has  been  in  flood  and 
full  of  snow  water,  but  is  now  falling  rapidly,  and 
by  beginning  of  week  should  be  in  good  order 
again.  One  salmon  of  131b.  was  caught  on  Dur- 
ham Ranger  on  March  10,  since  then  water  has 
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Blacdon  Lake 
Trout  Fry 

FOR  SALE. 


For  Prices  apply  to — 
Mf.  DONALD  CARR,  Ubley,  Near  Bristol. 


The  TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

RAINBOW  TROUT  FOR  SALE 

TO  CLEAR  OUT  FOR  COMING  SEASON. 

Yearlings   and   Two  -  Year  -  Olds. 

Apply — MANAGER,  Fisheey,  Milton,  Burton-on-Trent. 


THE  WELHAM   PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YOBKSHIBJE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch   Leven,  and  Rainbow, 
Roach  and  Perch. 

Amply,  DONALD  WALKER,  Managing  Dlreotor. 

THE  MOST  USEFUL  PRESENT  TO  A  FISHERMAN. 

Neat,  Effective,  and  Portable,  and  always  ready. 

A  FRIEND  IN  NEED. 


Do  you  ever  get-you  Flies  caught  up  a  tree  ?  Well- 
Use  a  "  RELEASER." 

Insert  the  tip  of  your  rod  under  the  ruliber  l)and  (see  cut),  and 
raise  the  "  KELEASER  "  t^)  the  twig  and  withdraw  rod,  leaving 
the  "  KELEASER  "  on  the  twig.  A  slight  tug  on  the  attached 
cord  will  cut  the  twig  ;  down  it  comes,  and  your  flies  and  leader 
are  saved.  ,,  •  i 

Price,  in  Leather  Case,  2/- "each. 

Spbciality— Split  Cane  and  Greenheart  Rods  Made  and  Repaired,  and  all  patterns  of  Ferrules 
made  on  the  premises  by  first-class  workmen.   A  trial  will  convince. 


UCMDV  lAIUITTV  "^'""^  tackle  manufactory, 
nClinT  VYnl  I  I  1,15,  Basnett  St^,  Liverpool 


(ONLY  ADDRESS). 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY 


STIRLING,  N.B. 


Send  for  Price  Idst  of  ,  .  . 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO. 
LEVENEIMSIS  IRIDEUS,  &c. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO 

Orders  shoultl  be  booked  early  to  prevent 
disa/tpointmentm 


SEASON  1906. 

NEW  CATALOGUE 

{12th  Etlitian) 


GUT,  CASTS,  RODS  AND  FLIES  A  SPECIALITY. 
RODS,  REELS  AND  WADERS  REPAIRED. 


J.  E.  MILLERi  NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 


19,  Ifew  Station  Street,  LEEDS 

Telegrams  :  "  Pisoator,  Leeds."  Tele] 


Telephone  :  2601. 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN    TROUT.  Fry,  25/0  per  1,000. 

RAINBOW    TROUT.  Yearlings,  from  25/0  per  100. 

LOCH   LEVEN  TROUT.       2-year-olds,  from  70/0  per  lOO. 
SHRIMPS,  SNAILS,  etc.,  from  £1  per  pint. 
FERTILISED  MAY-FLY  OVA.  Price  lAsts  tree  on  Application^ 

Apply— MANAGE B,  Andoversford,  Gloucester sJiire. 


3^' 


BIBURY  FISHERY, 

Nr.  FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


A   large  quantity  of  well-grown 

BROWN  &  RAINBOW  TROUT  YEARLINGS, 

mainly  naturally  fed. 

Apply,  A.  SEVERN. 


Two-year-old  &  Three-year-old  FARIO  TROUT 

to  dispose  of  at  very  reasonable  prices. 


Messps.  ANDREWS,  The  Sixrrey  Trowt  Farna,  Ha.sleme]?e 
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bten  too  thick.  Only  small  baskets  of  trout  taken, 
and  these  wore  caught  in  the  brooks. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tome  is  now  clearing 
and  should  be  in  good  order  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  Angling  up  to  Wednesday  has  been  quiet, 
the  weather  being  ao  bad.  In  the  river  near  the 
Castle  some  trout  ^Ib.  each  were  landed  with  Blue 
Dun.  In  tVie  water  at  Burway,  with  live  minnow, 
an  angler  landed  two  small  pike.  Mr.  Husk  has 
taken  trout  up  to  l:]lb.  each  with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Coquet  up  to  March  10  was  fishing 
well,  good  catches  wore  made.  Mi'.  Coxon,  of  New- 
castle, landed  a  largo  brown  trout  tliat  was  hooked 
by  salmon  fly.  At  the  time  of  writing,  tiie  frost 
for  the  past  three  days  being  so  severe  our  rivers 
are  more  or  less  frozen,  which  has  put  a  stop  to 
angling.  Warm  weather  is  wanted  before  any  good 
can  be  done  with  fly. — Hy.  A.  Mubton. 

XJsk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  recent  heavy 
rains  the  river  rose  considerably  on  March  9  and  1 1 , 
and  was  quite  thick  and  unfishable  on  March  12. 
It  has,  however,  again  fined  down  and  is  in 
condition  for  trout  anglers,  but  too  high  for  salmon 
fishing.  Very  few  trout  are  seen  rising,  and  this  is 
probably  due  to  the  snow  in  the  water  preventing  the 
flies  coming  out.  There  has  been  snow  on  the  moun  • 
tains  for  the  last  week  or  so.  No  salmon  have  been 
taken,  and  the  following  are  the  trout  successes : — 
Wednesday, March  7,Mr.G.  Edmunds,  son., 5  brace; 
Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  3  brace  ;  Mr.  R.  Richards,  4J  brace. 
Thursday,  March  8,  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  2  brace :  Mr. 
Young,  Newport,  3 J  brace.  Saturday,  March  10, 
Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  son.,  7 J  brace  ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds, 
jun,,  3  brace;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen.,  4  brace;  Mr.  J. 
Pitt,  jun.,  2  brace  ;  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  4J  brace;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Kennett,  3^  brace.  Captain  Phillips,  fishing 
above  Chain  Bridge,  killed  70  trout  from  March  5 
to  10,  weighing  301b.  Uoz.  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards, 
of  the  Priory,  Usk,  killed  two  salmon  in  tho  Wye 
last  week,  weighing  171b.  and  211b. — T.  R. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — By  the  time  the  readers  get  these 
notes  the  trout  fi.shing  season  will  have  opened  on 
soma  waters  in  Yorkshire  with  the  hills  and  moor- 
lands through  which  our  fa\  ourite  angling  streams 
meander  thickly  coated  with  snow,  in  biting  winds, 
with  a  frost  of  great  severity.  The  bright  sunshine 
which  in  the  upper  districts  has  for  hours  shone 
with  a  summer-like  brilliance  has  done  little 
to  temper  the  bleak  north  wind,  which  has  killed 
off  all  the  winged  insect  life  we  noticed  on 
our  rivers  last  week,  and  driven  the  great  majority 
of  the  fish  out  of  the  streams  into  the  deeper  pools, 
where  they  will  lie  dormant  until  the  temperature 
of  the  water  rises  and  more  favourable  conditions 
assert  themselves.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  snow 
fell  most  all  the  day,  and  biting  winds  kept  most 
anglers  from  the  river  side.  From  several 
districts  the  news  comes  to  say  that  the 
trout  are  in  very  fair  condition.  Several 
correspondents  report  that  the  fish  are  in 
forward  condition  and  that  good  sport  may  be 
looked  for.  The  river  Yore  has  been  running  in  fair 
volume  and  should  be  in  excellent  condition  for  the 
coming  week.  The  Wharfe  has  been  up  and  down 
during  the  last  few  days.  In  the  lower  reaches  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport 
on  the  whole  has  only  been  moderate  amongst 
the  perch,  roach,  and  dace,  the  best  sport  amongst 
the  roach  being  met  with  at  UUeskelf.  During 
the  closing  days  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  several 
anglers  made  the  best  of  it  last  week  end.  On  Satur- 
day last  a  fair  number  of  pike  fishermen  visited  Pock- 
lington  Canal,  and  some  nice  fish  were  caught  with 
the  live  dace.  Prospects  for  the  opening  look  very 
gloomy,  but  should  the  weather  take  a  sudden  change 
and  the  sun  shine,  fly  fishers  should  find  the  follow- 
ing flies  to  kill  in  our  Yorkshire  streams,  in  fact, 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom :  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Winter  Brown,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Orange  and  Blue  Hawk. 
The  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  Angling  Club  held  their 
annual  meeting  on  March  13.  The  secretary  an- 
nounced that  the  club  was  in  a  good  financial  con- 
dition. It  was  decided  to  place  a  large  number  of 
trout  into  the  Codbeck  during  the  autumn.  This 
club  has  a  membership  of  one  hundred,  and  its 
fishing  grounds  from  Kilvington  deeps  to  the  Swale, 
a  distance  of  eight  miles.  Major  Bell  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Stockdalo  secretary. — 
JoifN  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conou.  —  Both  tho  Beauly  and 
Conon  wore  in  high  flood  during  the  week,  the 
Beauly  in  particular  overflowing  its  banks  and  in 
several  places  spreading  itself  over  large  tracts  of 
arable  land  in  the  Strathglass  district.  Salmon 
angling  was  lin  consequence  out  of  the  question, 
although  on  both  rivers  several  nice  sea-trout  were 
ha<l  in  tho  tidal  waters,  tho  fish  being  in  very  good 
condition.    Angling  will  bo  prosecuted  with  n^uch 


zest  next  week,  Mr.  Streatfield  Moore  having  arrived 
at  Conon  Hotel  to  fish  the  Brahan  Castle  waters. 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  who  had  rented  tho  Homo  and 
Falls  beats  of  tho  Beauly  for  April,  has  been 
reluctantly  compelled  owing  to  tho  calls  of  ofQce  to 
sublet  these  waters. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Spring  salmon  are 
in  good  condition  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Esk, 
but  not  numerous  at  present.  Mr.  A.  Johnstone 
landed  a  new- run  salmon  in  the  Netherby  reserved 
water  which  scaled  251b.  Fishing  in  tlie  Double 
water  at  the  Cauldron  Pool  on  March  7  Dr.  Anderson 
caught  a  now-run  salmon  of  '21  lb.,  and  on  March  10 
he  landed  one  from  tlio  Willow  Pool  of  l!)lb.  Tho 
whole  of  the  waters  opened  on  March  15.  Tho 
following  is  taken  from  tho  Ksk  and  Liddlo  Fisheries 
Association  : — "  That  holders  of  tickets  do  not  take 
or  kill  any  salmon  fry ;  that  all  yellow  or  burn 
trout  caught  of  a  size  less  than  six  inches  must  be 
returned  to  the  water  with  as  little  injury  as 
possible ;  that  they  do  not  fish  during  tho  night 
(the  night  to  be  considered  and  is  hereby  declared 
to  commence  at  10  p.m.,  except  in  tho  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August,  when  the  night  is  de- 
clared to  commence  at  12  p.m.  for  tho  Esk  and 
Liddle  only,  and  at  11  p.m.  for  the  remaining 
waters,  and  to  conclude  at  5  o'clock  a.m.);  that 
they  do  not  use  any  hook  of  tho  Stewart  tackle,  or 
any  compound  tackle  of  a  size  larger  than  No.  5 
of  Adlington  and  Hutchinson's  make ;  that  they 
do  not  use  any  gaff  for  landing  fi.sh  until  after 
April  1,  and  that  in  all  fly  fishing  no  swivel  or 
weight  of  any  kind  shall  be  used ;  that  they  do  not 
fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take  any  fish  by  means 
of  a  rake  or  drag-hook  or  similar  instrument,  or 
by  snatching  or  stripping  in  any  manner  of  way." 
Latest  advices :  Weather  worse  ;  no  use  for  fishing 
in  the  u^per  reaches. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  thaw  of  last  week 
has  been  succeeded  by  one  of  the  fiercest  storms  of 
the  winter.  The  storm  broke  out  early  on  Monday 
morning,  and  continued  to  rage  with  groat  violence 
imtil  Tuesday,  when  it  moderated  ;  but  a  severe 
frost  continues,  the  temperature  being  bolow  freezing 
point.  Fishing  on  tho  river  and  coast  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. At  high  tide  on  Monday  tho  bar  between  the 
river  and  the  sea  wa^  completely  submerged,  tho 
fierce  gale  from  the  north  driving  the  sea  over  tho 
bar  into  the  river.  The  waves  were  flowing  across 
tho  green  banks  below  the  bridge,  and  several  of  the 
large  fishing  boats  moored  in  the  Doveron  broke 
adrift,  and  two  of  them  were  carried  up  the  river 
beyond  Banff  Bridge.  There  was  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow,  and  with  the  recent  thaw  brought  on  a  heavy 
spate,  which  discoloured  the  sea  for  some  distance. 
Owing  to  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather  the  net 
fishermen  on  the  river  have  done  verj'  little  with 
the  sweep-nets.  Along  the  coast  the  bag-nets  have 
been  greatly  destroyed  by  the  huge  waves,  and  it 
will  be  some  time  before  the  sea  calms  down  so  as 
to  allow  the  fishermen  to  have  them  removed  and 
others  put  in  position. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — On  March  6, 
Mr.  Pumphrey,  Newcastle,  killed  a  salmon  of  12Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Ashby,  Redhill,  Surrey,  one,  101b.*;  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen,  one,  13Jlb.  On  March  8,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen,  one,  191b.  ;  on  March  9,  one,  11  lb. ;  and 
on  March  10,  one,  201b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  on  March  7,  Mr.  Brittain  (Newcastle)  landed 
a  salmon,  17lb.  On  March  12,  Col.  N.  Burnand 
(Newbury)  one  221b.  :  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe  (Ipswich)  one 
161b.  On  March  13,  Mr.  J.  M.  Francis  (London) 
two  221b.  and  15lb.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Lochay  Hotel). —  On  March  9,  Mr. 
MacDonald,  Alloa,  landed  one  salmon,  221b. ;  and 
Mr.  Smith,  Alloa,  one,  221b.  Been  a  very  stormy 
week  and  weather  broken. — Wm.  Bennett. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  March  7,  Major  Lynch,  Buckingham,  had 
a  salmon,  181b.  On  March  8,  Major  Lynch  had  two, 
151b.  and  131b.  On  March  9,  Mr.  W.  Holzapfel, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  two,  lolb.  and  27Jlb.  (the  latter 
being  a  splendid  fish).  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Campbell,  Richmond,  one,  22Jlb.  Another  .spell  of 
frost  has  rendered  the  river  quite  unfishable  this 
week. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — Since  tho 
blizzard  burst  on  Thursday  last  angling  has  been  at 
a  complete  standstill.  On  the  upper  parts  of  the 
Dee  good  sport  was  got  in  the  early  part  of  tho 
week.  Capt.  Quintin  Dick,  on  the  Woodend 
section,  had  three  on  March  5  of  91b.,  61b.  and 
61b.  ;  four  on  March  0,  of  81b.,  71b.,  Gib.  and 
61b;  one  of  81b.  on  March  7;  one  of  71b.  on 
the  8th,  'and  two  of  91b.  and  7lb.  on  the  9th, 
and  two  of  8lb.  and  71b.  on  the  10th.  On  the 
Cairnton  Waters  Lord  Penrhyn's  keepers  had 
thirteen  fish,  and  on  the  Blackball  water  Mr.  Elliot 
and  Mr.  Clowos  had  twenty  salmon  from  Clb.  to  1 1  lb. 
On  the  Don,  trout  angling  has  hardly  got  a  chance 
yet.  On  one  or  two  occasions  some  fine  fish  were 
creeled  on  tho  lower  and  earlier  reaches.    Mr.  G. 


Davidson,  Grandholm,  had  two  of  21b.  apiece  on 
March  10,  and  on  March  7  some  fair  baskets  were 
made  to  the  fly  on  the  Fintry,  Kintore,  and 
Balbithans  roaches.  There  aro  plenty  of  salmon 
in  the  mid  pools,  but  tho  weather  has  prevented 
anything  being  done.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  there 
are  evidences  of  plenty  of  fish  but  no  fishers.  On 
Saturday  last  Mr.  John  Ritchie  had  a  basket  of 
six  sea-trout  of  over  1  lb.  each  from  the  Fovern 
burn,  which  was  in  flood.  An  intense  frost  prevails 
all  over  tho  North.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Since  last  week's  report 
wo  havo  oxporionced  the  most  stormy  and  un- 
settled weather  of  this  winter.  The  Annan  was 
running  in  flood  for  two  days  in  tho  early  part  of 
tho  week.  In  the  higher  waters  on  Saturday  Mr. 
James  Loudon  had  a  salmon  by  spinning.  Several 
anglers  have  been  landing  quite  a  number  of 
salmon  kelts  daily  in  the  upper  waters  of  this  river. 
Spring  salmon  are  particularly  scarce.  There  are 
few  moving  in  the  firth  this  week,  but  tho  netsmen 
had  a  particularly  profitable  week  prior  to  March  10. 
In  tho  Lower  Annan  on  March  13  Captain  Ewart 
hooked  and  lost  a  salmon  in  Galabank  Pool,  and 
Mr.  James  Dixon  lost  one  on  March  10.  The 
Dumfries  Nith  has  been  much  disturbed  and  out 
of  order  with  floods.  Many  spent  salmon  have 
been  seen  in  Mid-Nithsdalo  Association  stretches 
since  angling  opened,  and  sport  has  been  poor.  A 
few  brown  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods.  TrtE 
Galloway  Rivers. — Rod  fishing  has  been  of  little 
account  in  this  district  owing  to  the  severe  wintry 
weather.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The 
weather  has  been  too  severe  to  allow  of  angling 
being  pursued. — Hkatherbhll. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  during  tho  past 
week  was  in  a  very  bad  condition,  being  in  flood 
the  first  four  days,  and  only  fishable  in  some  parts 
at  the  end  of  the  week.  Tho  weather  is  again  very 
stormy,  and  another  rise  is  certain  when  a  thaw 
come.s,  which  will  keep  matters  in  a  rather  unsettled 
state  for  a  time.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water 
three  salmon  wore  caught,  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  on 
March  9  and  one  of  7Jlb.  on  March  10  by  Keeper 
James  Reid  and  Fisherman  John  Mackenzie,  both 
fishing  for  tho  proprietor. — N.  L. 

Tay. — In  the  early  part  of  the  week  the  river  was 
rather  high  an4  uasettled.  It  is  now  in  fine  order, 
but  since  March  11  the  weather  has  been  so  bitterly 
cold,  accompanied  with  snow  showers,  that  only  tlu) 
most  enthusiastic  havo  ventured  on  the  water.  For 
week  ending  March  13  the  sport  is  as  follows:  — 
Edradynate. — Mr.  J.  Stewart  Robertson,  fishing 
this  beat  on  March  7,  got  one  fish,  171b.  Dunkeld. 
— Fi.shing  this  water,  Mr.  W.  F.  King  got  one  fish, 
181b.,  on  March  1,  three  of  2'21b.,  161b.,  and  151b., 
on  March  2,  one  21  lb.,  on  March  7,  and  two  of  19) b. 
and  81b.,  on  March  8  ;  while  Mr.  Buchanan  got  ono 
of  161b.,  on  March  1,  on  the  Eastwood  section. 
Delvine. — Fishing  this  beat  on  March  10,  Mr. 
Henry  Kelsall,  Crieff,  killed  one  fish  171b.  Uppj^R 
AND  Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  R.  L.  Scott,  Greenock, 
caught  three  fish,  21  lb.,  1.51b.,  and  7lb.  on  March  9, 
and  one  of  101b.  on  March  10,  while  Jlr.  P.  Jeffrey 
Mackie  got  one  of  171b.  on  March  12.  Burn- 
mouth. — Mrs.  John  Melrose  killed  one  fish,  141b.,  on 
March  9,  and  Mr.  William  Black,  Sheffield,  one  9|lb. 
on  March  12.  Battleby. — Mr.  Coats'  gamekeeper 
killed  two  fish,  201b.  and  11  lb.,  on  March  10,  and 
one  of  221b.  on  March  13. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS.  . 

Belfast  and  District. — Early  in  the  week  a 
heavy  snowstorm  swept  over  this  district,  and  at 
time  of  writing  it  yet  lies  on  the  hills,  whilst  the 
prevailing  winds  have  blown  steadily  from  the 
north-west. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork).  —  Water  very  high, 
weather  unsettled.  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley,  at 
Killavullen,  one  salmon,  201b. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger, 
on  Kilbarry,  one  111b.,  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Thorney- 
croft,  one  11  lb.  Mr.  Fred  Lucas,  on  Mr.  Deimehy's 
water,  two,  11  Jib.,  121b.,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  on 
Ballyduff,  one  141b.,  and  a  very  fine  pike,  weiglung 
251b. — W.  Haynes  AND  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Heavy  snow  and 
frost  have  prevailed  in  this  locality  since  last  report, 
and  no  rod  fishing  was  done.  The  net  and  box 
fishery  captured  a  good  many  fresh  run  salmon 
during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  This 
river  continues  in  good  trouting  order  and  a  few 
trout  were  taken  on  it  by  the  Master  Crawfords 
and  Col.  Carpendale  during  the  past  week,  largest 
2 Jib. — M.  Rogan  .vnd  Sons. 

Eillarney.  — Salmon  fishing  has  been  poor,  but 
the  prospects  at  time  of  writing  are  materially 
improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  Kiver  (co.  Cork). — Water  high  and  un- 
settled. On  William's  water,  Mr.  R.  Barry,  two 
salmon,  61b.,  81b.  On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  J.  Barry, 
four,  01b.,  71b.,  7lb.,  8^1b.,  and  Major  Cummins, 
R.A.M.C.,  two,  lljlb.,  IGJlb.    On  Nettleville,  Mr. 
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T.  G.  Duplisses,  two,  11  lb.,  81b.  At  Carrigadrohid. 
Mr.  F.  St.  Legor  Carter,  four.  111b.,  11  lb.,  9lb.,  8lb. 
On  Nadrid,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  one,  131b.,  and  Captain 
Herrick,  one,  O^lb.  On  Farran,  Colonel  Adamson. 
one,  lUb.  On  Fargus.  Major  Wilson,  Durham  Light 
Infantry,  one,  9lb.,  and  Lieut.-Col.  Curtis.  R.  A.M.C., 
one,  01b.  On  Carbery  water,  Mr.  J.  Walsh,  four, 
'lib.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b. ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Maudsley,  one.  101b.  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  C.  Ponsonby,  one,  lOlb.  At  Booves, 
Major  Cummins,  R.A.M.C.,  one,  71b.  On  Carri- 
jrohane  water,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass,  three,  6Alb.,  7lb.,  81b., 
and  Major  Heisli,  Gordon  Highlanders,  one,  111b. 
— W.  tlAYKEs  AND  Son. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane,  eto  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Only  two  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report — 
namely,  one  of  111b.  and  one  of  8Jlb.,  both  being 
caught  by  Stephen  Huggard,  jun.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  has  become  more  favourable, 
and  the  prospects  arc  much  improved.  Spring  sea- 
trout  have  put  in  an  appearance — two  being  had  at 
the  weir  on  the  river  on  Friday  last.  One  of  them 
was  a  splendid  fish  weighing  G^lb. — T.  J.  D. 

Longfii  Melvixii — Some  nice  trout  were  taken  in 
the  early  part  of  the  past  week,  and  an  angler 
hooked  and  played  a  fine  spring  salmon  for  twenty 
minutes  on  a  trout  fly,  but  unfortunately  lost  the 
fish  in  the  end. — M.  Rogan"  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
week  was  fair,  a  good  number  of  largo  fish  being 
taken  in  the  weirs,  and  a  few  taken  with  the  rod 
on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches.  There  has  been 
some  nice  sea- trout  fishing,  some  good  baskets  being 
taken  with  the  fly.  Lough  Conn  is  in  good  order 
now,  and  fishing  should  be  good  as  everything 
suit-f. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  JtOVLghB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — During  the  week  heavy  snowshowers  fell 
here  which  put  salmon  angling  out  of  order.  Some 
very  nice  takes  of  sea-trout  were  got  in  the  lower 


part  of  the  river.  Mr.  C.  Wat-ion  and  Mr.  O. 
Leaks  had  some  nice  trout  on  the  loughs,  heaviest 
3[lb  ,  also  two  pike  1.51b.  and  191b.  Salmon  are  in 
good  numbers  in  bot)\  loughs  and  river.  I  have 
seen  two  seals  up  to  the  very  mouth  of  the  salmon 
traps,  so  that  is  a  sign  of  big  numbers  coming  in. 
Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  are  in  good  trim  and  some 
very  nice  baskets  were  got  by  local  anglers. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — A  bad  week  of  rain, 
hail,  snow,  and  wind.  On  Prospect,  tho  fishermen 
killed  two  salmon,  321b.,  33-;ib.  On  the  Castlo 
fishery,  Mv.  H  A.  Fitzsmith  killed  on^^  salmon,  2.5Alb. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon, 
231b.  and  331b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  G.  B. 
Tunstall-Moore  killed  two  salmon,  24Jlb.,  38lb. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lon^h  Oerg  (Eillaloo).  —  Two 
printers'  errors  crept  into  my  report  of  last  week, 
a  complaint  which  I  cannot  grumble  much  about, 
as,  indeed,  I  have  had  only  mighty  little  experience 
in  that  ;way.  Capt.  R.  Twigg  should  have  read 
Capt.  R.  Twiss,who  owns  the  Parteen  water  in  which 
the  331b.  and  231b.  salmon  were  taken  by  Pat  Barry, 
and  Wm.  Ives,  not  Wm.  Toes.  Well,  the  two  last 
mentioned  men  landed  on  Tuesday  another  fine  fish 
of  291b.,  and  there  was  one  of  161b.  taken  on  the 
free  water.  All  the  preserved  sections  of  the  river 
were  running  mad  on  March  14,  but  the  weather  is 
still  wild,  wet,  and  cold.  We  aro  hoping  for  a  change 
to  finer  weather  ere  many  days. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  pier  has  received  but 
little  patronage  during  the  recent  itormy  weather, 
and  general  results  obtained  by  the  few  anglers  who 
have  tested  their  skill  have  been  very  indifferent. 


the  tliiek  and  wood-strewn  water  being  any- 
thing but  conducive  to  good  sport.  On  Friday, 
March  9,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'urkisH  and  Mr.  Tress 
made  small  bags  of  dabs  and  poutings,  but  the 
general  run  of  them  was  anything  but  largo. 
Similar  pier  results  were  obtained  on  March  10, 
but  on  the  following  day  the  extreme  inclerpency 
of  the  weather  deterred  everyone  from  wotting  a 
line.  On  March  12,  though  the  day  was  bitterly 
cold  and  stormy,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Tress,  Mr.  Waddell, 
Mr.  Young,  an<l  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purkiss  met  with 
fair  success  on  tho  afternoon  tide,  though 
but  few  sizoablo  codlings  came  to  hand.  Mr.  Band 
and  Mr.  Purkiss  each  did  fairly  well  on  March  13, 
and  again  on  March  14  they  and  Mr.  Tress 
experienced  a  little  sport  with  mixed  varieties, 
and  Mr.  Turner  creeled  a  few  codlings  of  good  size 
and  in  fine  condition.  The  water  has  once  more 
assumed  its  normal  colour,  and  hotter  sport  should 
ensue  in  the  nearfuturo. — J.  Ricjiardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — There  has  been  too  much  wind  for 
the  boat  fishermen  to  do  much,  although  under  the 
land  the  water  has  been  fairly  smooth,  still  the 
squalls  of  rain  and  wind  have  made  it  unpleasant. 
The  pier  fishermen  also  have  not  been  found  at 
their  usual  haunts.  Tho  mackerel  boats  have 
plenty  of  wind,  but  their  catches  have  been  small  in 
numbers,  consequently  the  fish  reached  a  good  price, 
especially  the  hook  and  line  ones.  One  of  the 
trawlers  brought  in  a  small  catch  of  200  pairs  of 
soles,  which  realised  £10  by  auction  on  the  quay, 
the  catches  of  coarse  fish  have  also  been  pretty  good, 
and  the  markets  for  dogfish  or  flake  are  improving 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  been  very  un- 
settled for  some  time  past,  consequently  very  little 
fishing  has  been  done.  The  bass  soem  to  have 
deserted  us  for  a  time,  only  a  few  having  been 
taken  lately.    The  harbour  at  present  is  swarming 
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14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 

Specialists  In  FLIES  and  GUTm  SEA  TACKLE  of  every  description 

ONE   OF   OUR   RECENT  TESTIMONIALS. 

"  After  breaking  a  Stfuit  Gimp  Trace  while  fishing  on  I'.ells  Pier,  Ijowestoft,  I  put  up  the  only 
Cast  I  had  — one  of  your  Tapered  2-yard  Worming  Casts— and  with  a  single  Hook  killed  the  record 
fish  of  the  season,  a  141b.  Bass.  (Signed)  W.  C,  WOLLASTON." 


THE  .  . 

"WILSON"  NON-SPLASHING 
MINNOW  CAN. 

[Registered.) 

This  is  an  article  that  will  be  appreciated  by 
all  fishermen  who  have  experienced  the  difficulty 
of  carrying  live  minnows.  This  non-splashing 
can  may  be  strapped  to  the  waist,  or  carried  in  the 
pocket,  it  only  measuring  6  x  3J  inches. 

Wnen  carrying,  the  water  splashed  up  is  caught 
by  the  wire  gauze,  and,  dripping  constantly,  keeps 
the  water  well  supplied  with  air.  The  tray  which 
holds  the  minnows  is  drawn  up  by  the  wires  and 
"just  tJic  minnow  yoxi  loant  "  can  be  picked  out. 

Made  from  strong  zinc  it  is  rustless  and  weighs 
only  about  10  oz.    Price  4/-.    Postage  4d.  extra. 

Catalogues  Post  Free. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 


Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station  St.,  LEEDS. 
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VICTORIA 


Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,   =   -  = 

LONDON. 


First-class.  Kenowncd  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day 

GOEDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 
Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London. " 


GUT  MBRCHANT, 

Send  six-  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 
fine,  medium,  anil  strong,  and  see  (Juality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  Gx, 

l:iin.,2/6;  l.'jin.,3/-;  18  in. ,  4/- per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  line,  16  in.,  2/6; 
IS  in.,  3/. ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  aUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4  ; 
2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 

BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 
100  yards,  1/6 ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3,6. 

BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE  TRADE  SL'PI'LIED. 

155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


Ang'lers  wishlngr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

?or  FlBhing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISK  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  modfrate. 
«ddrefi«:  King  Street.  Alfretoo. 


^nM.  DUBBIN. 


190 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  17,  1906 


with  smelts,  and  some  scores  have  been  taken  with 
the  rod.  while  with  the  nets  one  could  almost  fill  a 
boat.  The  boat  fishers  here  are  using  them  as  bait 
for  their  trots,  with  which  they  have  been  taking 
some  good  skate,  also  codling  and  a  few  plaice. 
The  W.  and  D.  S.  A.  Society  are  holding  a  competi- 
tion to-night  (Wednesday,  March  14),  in  the 
harbour,  when  I  trust  sport  may  be  good. — Chas. 
J.  Russell. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  hold  on 
Monday  next  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lano, 
Barbican,  E.G.,  at  8  p.m.  Nominations  for  ofTicers 
and  committees  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  received 
in  readiness  for  the  election  at  the  annual  general 
meeting  in  April. — R.  G.  Woodruff,  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Barnes  presided  on  March  7,  but  as  there 
was  little  business  on  the  agenda  his  task  was  a 
light  one.  It  was  arranged  that  the  five  members 
who  were  in  the  final  round  for  the  club  cup,  to  be 
fished  off  on  March  11,  should  meet  at  the  Fisheries 
Hotel,  Harefield,  at  10.30  a.m.  A  few  other  matters 
were  discussed.  On  March  11  several  members 
visited  Harefield  and  found  the  river  a  good  colour, 
but  unfortunately  typical  March  weather  prevailed 
all  day,  so  much  so  that  fishing  was  practically 
hopeless,  and  as  it  seemed  impossible  to  attain  any 
satisfactory  result  in  the  final  round  for  the  club 
cup  it  was,  under  the  circumstances,  reluctantly 
decided  to  postpone  the  competition  and  to  arrange 
another  date,  as  the  wator  at  Haxefield  is  open  for 
chub  and  roach  till  the  end  of  March.  Messrs. 
Blagrave  and  Wood  Barrett  had  a  few  roach ; 
Messrs.  Sage  and  Yarham,  two  or  three  jack;  and 
Messrs.  Bainton  and  Barnes,  roach  from  the  Herts 
Colne.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  season  1905-6,  which 
took  place  on  Tuesday  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  was  very 
appropriately  marked  by  a  fine  display  of  fish. 
There  were  many  reports  of  fishing — very  good  ; 
good ;  passable ;  bad  ;  and  some  very  bad  ;  however, 
the  fish  on  view  made  a  grand  show.  There  were 
several  splendid  pike  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Warne  in  the 
Wye,  including  specimens  of  21  lb.,  111b.,  71b.  4oz., 
two  of  61b.  each,  etc. ;  Mr.  Frank  James,  at  Brox- 
bourne,  also  taking  five  pike  up  to  9ilb. ;  Messrs. 
Ernest  Orpin  and  F.  Ranken,  half  a  dozen  nice  jack 
up  to  4Jlb.,  besides  rudd  and  perch,  at  Braintree; 
Mr.  Canton  showed  a  nice  tray  of  fine  roach  up  to 
IJlb.,  from  water  not  named  ;  whilst  Mr.  Haynes, 
at  Marlow,  had  121b.  of  good  roach  (best  three, 
21b.  6oz.) ;  and  Mr.  Frost,  eight  roach  from  Wrays- 
bury,  aggregating  61b.  ;  many  other  members  having 
fished  with  unsatisfactory  results,  with  one  con- 
spicuous exception — details  not  given  by  request. 
It  was  unanimously  arranged  that  the  grand 
21  lb.  pike  taken  by  Mr.  Warne  should  be  sent 
to  Messrs.  Cooper  for  preservation.  Respecting  the 
proposed  Lea  Valley  Bill,  circulars  were  received 
from  the  Central  Association  announcing  a  grand 
(A.B.S.)  angling  competition  at  Rye  House  on 
March  18,  with  a  meeting  to  follow  in  opposition  to 
the  scheme  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  to  get 
an  Act  passed  to  legalise  further  pollution  and 
spoliation  of  this  celebrated  river — a  few  words 
being  said  upon  the  subject  by  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr. 
Bentley.  The  chairman  gave  an  amusing  account 
of  the  very  successful  outing  and  supper  at  Wrays- 
bury  on  March  10,  when,  although  fish  were  scarce, 
mirth  and  enjoyment  were  abundant — the  occasion 
being  one  truly  Waltonian  in  its  character.  The 
toast  of  "  The  Successful  Angler,"  and  that  of  the 
C.L.P.S.,  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 
Note. — If  members  wish  to  be  present  at  the  supper 
on  March  20  and  have  not  yet  received  a  ticket, 
immediate  application  should  be  made  to  the  hon. 
secretary,  to  prevent  disappointment. — Hon.  Sec. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  on  Tuesday 
last  under  Mr.  Emery's  able  presidency.  The 
arrangements  for  the  dinner  on  April  3  are 
now  complete,  and  it  only  remains  for  those 
members  who  have  not  yet  signified  their  intention  to 
be  present  to  apply  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  26,  Pembury- 
road,  Tottenham,  N.,  for  tickets,  he  having  charge  of 
the  dinner  arrangements.  There  is  every  indication 
that  the  function  will  be  well  attended,  but  it  will 
facilitate  matters  if  application  be  made  as  early  as 
possible.  The  outing  to  Kelvedon  on  Saturday  was 
quite  a  success  from  a  social  point  of  view,  and 
considering  the  variable  nature  of  the  weather  from 
a  piscatorial  also,  every  member  getting  fish,  though 
no  large  baskets  resulted.    During  the  evening  a 


report  from  Mr.  Gowing  was  received  in  wliich  he 
stated  that  he  had  been  having  very  fair  sport 
with  the  trout  in  Devonshire.  Attention  was 
drawn  to  the  notice  of  Mr.  Marston  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  "Gresham  Fly  Box." 
This  can  be  had  at  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  Those 
who  desire  a  handy  compact  fly  box  will,  on  trial, 
be  certain  to  endorse  Mr.  Marston's  opinion. 
Members,  friends,  and  angling  societies  should 
notice  that  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer  reads  his  paper  on 
March  20.  All  will  be  heartily  welcomed. — Hon. 
Sicc. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  well-attended  and  interesting  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  with  Mr.  1'.  J.  Jagels  presiding. 
The  most  important  business  was  the  consideration 
of  alterations  to  the  rules  of  the  club  champion- 
ship. The  club  water  at  Barford  has  boon  well 
patronised  this  week,  and  some  good  specimens 
have  been  recorded.  Mr.  G.  Whitbread  has  weighed 
in  a  pike  of  141b.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  a  brace  141b. 
and  Clb.,  Mr.  C.  G.  Spencer,  W.  Cox,  and  G.  Raynor 
also  had  a  number  of  pike  of  various  weights.  Mr. 
H.  Dunn  has  recorded  perch  up  to  lib.  4Joz.,  and 
Mr.  Ellis  Forbes  showed  a  nice  lot  of  roach  and 
dace,  two  of  the  latter  weighing  '.)^oz.  each.  The 
voting  for  the  various  prizes  will  take  place  on 
April  4,  and  the  annual  general  meeting  on  April  18. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLowAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  March  13.  During  the 
evening  some  roach  and  porch  (best,  lib.  8Joz.) 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  Lewis  were  on  view.  Mr.  F.  Berry 
brought  in  a  fine  perch  (taken  from  public  water) 
which  weighed  31b.  5|oz.  Mr.  Guttoridge  also 
weighed  in  a  jack  of  81b.  5Joz. — O.  S.  G. 

Ilminster  Angling  Association. 
The  above  society,  organised  two  years  ago  by  a 
few  ardent  sportsmen,  is  making  great  headway, 
and  the  prospects  of  the  Ilminster  portion  of  the 
lie  becoming  a  delight  to  anglers  seems  now  an 
almost  accomplished  fact.  On  Saturday  last  the 
first  restocking  operations  took  place,  when  a  large 
consignment  of  brown  trout  from  the  Exe  Valley 
Fishery,  near  Tiverton,  wore  turned  down  between 
Hort  Bridge  and  Winterhay.  The  fish,  of  an  aver- 
age length  of  5in.  to  7in.,  arrived  in  the  pink  of 
condition,  and  it  was  quite  a  pleasure  to  see  the 
lively  little  chaps  swim  away  to  their  new  quarters. 
With  such  a  keen  sporting  committee  as  Major 
W.  H.  Speke  (president),  Messrs.  R.  J.  W.  Davison 
and  J.  Grabham  (vice-presidents),  E.  King,  G.  H. 
Grabham,  J.  Bryant,  R.  Stephens,  T.  Handel,  W. 
L.  Radford,  W.  G.  Vine,  J.  Evans,  Major  J.  R. 
Paull,  and  Frank  Venton  (secretary),  the  scheme 
of  the  association  should  prove  a  big  success.  It 
was  decided  at  a  recent  meeting  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  worm  and  minnow  for  trout  fishing. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  and  gave  an  account  of  a  successful  day's 
pike  fishing  he  had  at  Newbury.  He  killed  several 
fish,  though  failed  to  get  one  of  the  monsters  for 
which  so  many  members  have  tried  in  vain.  Messrs. 
A.  C.  Poole,  R.  C.  Blundell,  W.  M.  Colics,  E.  Blundell 
and  others  were  also  at  Newbury  the  week-end,  but 
thoughsmall  jack  were  landed,  sport  was  on  the  whole 
poor.  Mr.  E.  Blundell,  however,  took  and  returned 
a  brace  of  large  perch  and  a  fine  dace.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  on  private  water  on  the  Colne,  had  six 
jack  of  no  great  size.  One  of  the  pikelets 
had  inside  it  a  young  salmon,  one  of  the 
number  put  into  the  Colne  by  Mr.  Gilbey. 
Several  dozens  of  salmo  hucho  have  also  been  put 
in  Mr.  Gilbey's  water,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to 
see  whether  they  journey  down  to  the  Society's 
fishery  below.  The  salmon,  too,  ought  to  drop  down 
towards  the  sea  sooner  or  later.  From  Ux bridge 
reports  were  again  unsatisfactory,  Mr.  Rolt  being 
the  only  moderately  successful  angler  with  a  21b. 
chub  and  a  dozen  roach  — Hon.  Sec. 


THE  SALMON. 


"The  salmon's  praises  to  my  verse  belong, 
King  of  the  streams  and  glory  of  our  song, 
He  claims  the  rivers  and  he  claims  the  seas 
Those  for  his  summer  joys,  his  winters  these." 

—The  Angler,  1758. 
Old  Fuller  writes  that  "  Herefordshire  is  (?  was) 
noted  for  salmon,  a  daintie  and  wholesome  fish,  and 
a  double-riddle  in  Nature:  first,  for  its  invisible 
feeding,  no  man  alive  having  ever  found  any  meat 
in  the  maw  thereof.  Secondly,  for  its  strange  leap- 
ing (or  flying  rather)  so  that  some  will  have  them 
termed  salmons  a  saliendo.  Being  both  bow  and 
arrow,  it  will  shoot  itselfe  out  of  the  water  an 
incredible  height  and  length.  I  might  adde  the 
admirable  growth  thereof;   if  true  what  is  con- 


fidently affirmed,  that  it  increaseth  from  a  spawn 
to  a  full-grown  fish  within  the  compasse  of  a  year. 
Plenty  of  these  in  this  countie,  though  not  in  such 
abundance  as  in  Scotland,  where  servants  indent 
with  their  masters  not  to  be  fed  therewith  above 
thrice  a  weeke.  Some  will  say :  Why  salmon  in 
Herefordshire,  which  are  common  to  other  counties  ? 
It  is  answered,  in  other  counties,  suitably  with  the 
buck,  they  are  seasonable  only  in  summer  ;  whereas 
here,  with  buck  and  doe,  they  are  in  season  all  the 
year  long.    This  counlie  may  say — 

"  '  Salmon  in  summer  is  not  rare, 
In  winter  I  of  them  do  share.' 

For  the  River  of  Wye  affords  brumal  (winter) 
salmons,  fat  and  sound,  when  they  are  sick  and 
spent  in  (>ther  places." 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  after  the  usual  routine 
business  was  disposed  of,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  who 
occupied  the  chair,  announced  that  Mr.  Herbert 
Bass  would  read  his  paper  upon  "  The  North  Sea 
Fisheries."  Mr.  Bass  based  his  remarks  upon  a 
large  mass  of  recorded  facts  and  the  result  of  much 
scientific  and  careful  research  embodied  in  the 
Report  of  the  North  Sea  Fisheries  Investigation 
Committee. 

As  these  investigations  cover  large  areas,  absorb 
much  money  and  trained  energy,  it  was  fortunate 
that  the  matter  had  not  been  left  in  private  hands, 
but  was  being  prosecuted  with  much  energy  by  power- 
ful go\-ernment8.  The  need,  in  face  of  the  proved  de- 
cay in  these  fisheries,  which  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  fishing  fleets  and  their  gear, 
and  a  large  extension  in  the  area  of  the  grounds 
fished,  only  just  maintained  the  level.  Great 
Britain  had  fitted  and  hired  and  placed  one  steamer 
at  the  disposal  of  the  investigators  ;  Gemany,  one, 
fine  and  specially  built  and  fitted ;  Denmark, 
Russia,  Norway  and  Sweden,  all  now  at  work, 
Belgium,  Finland  and  Holland,  join  in  sending  the 
reports  to  Copenhagen.  Each  country  has  a 
separate  laboratory,  they  all  report  to  the 
International  Investigation  Committee.  By  arrange- 
ment they  are  working  on  arranged  routes,  search- 
ing out  and  mapping  the  various  currents,  the 
temperature  in  varying  places,  at  varying  depths 
and  seasons,  accumulating  a  vast  mass  of  exact 
data. 

The  hal>its,  food,  and  mode  of  reproduction  of 
the  various  species,  and  the  seasons,  places,  and 
method  of  the  takes — their  normal  and  special 
distribution  is  being  traced,  and  the  wanderings  of 
the  shoals  ascertained.  Mr.  Walter  Garstang, 
of  the  Biological  Laboratory,  Lowestoft,  says  that 
the  relation  of  the  number  of  fish  taken  to  the 
currents  may  be  con.sidered  well  proved.  It  is 
clear  that  the  takes  of  fish  depend  mainly  upon 
their  direction  and  force  at  various  seasons,  and 
very  much  upon  the  varying  temperature  of  the  sea 
at  various  seasons.  The  influence  of  temperature 
was  very  great,  and  its  record  was  difiicult  to 
obtain. 

The  influence  of  the  currents  was  very  marked. 
A  wedge  of  Arctic  water  forced  itself  into  the  North 
Sea  and,  met  by  the  Atlantic  influx  sweeping  round 
the  North  of  Scotland,  caused  a  vast  eddy  where 
eggs  and  fish  kept  their  place,  a  vast  fish  nursery 
being  thus  formed.  This  again  is  overlaid  by  the* 
fresher  and  warmer  water  that  comes  from  the 
coast,  bringing  with  it  millions  of  fry  and  tons  of 
the  vegetable  and  organic  food  needed  to  supply 
the  fish — which  have  received  the  general  name  of 
"Plankton."  Upon  this  subject  good  information 
was  supplied. 

Full  statistics  were  then  submitted  as  to  the  size 
of  the  take  and  its  numbers  in  varied  places  and  at 
various  seasons.  Records  are  kept  and  collated  of 
the  take  of  each  vessel  of  the  fishing  fleets  from 
various  centres  and  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of 
the  various  kinds  of  fish  in  defined  areas,  and 
seasons  are  worked  out  by  the  well-known  system 
of  curves.  Owing  to  the  system  of  marking  fish 
and  liberating  them  in  certain  defined  areas  much 
had  been  ascertained  as  to  their  movements. 
Much  more  was  said  and  noted.  Lj  concluding, 
Mr.  Bass  congratulated  his  audience  upon  the 
liberal  manner  in  which  the  various  powers  were 
conducting  this  investigation.  Though  the  element 
of  the  sport  of  sea  angling  entered  so  largely  into 
their  work,  he  felt  sure  that  in  the  future,  as  in  the 
past,  the  serious  side  of  the  society's  work  would 
not  be  neglected. 

After  remarks  by  many  present,  the  chairman 
proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bass  for  his  paper, 
which,  with  one  to  the  chairman,  was  carried  with 
acclamation. 

Members  were  reminded  that  they  must  at  once 
apply  for  tickets  for  the  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil 
on  Wednesday,  March  21.  H-  P. 
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WYERS 
FRiERES' 

IDO I 


ON  SALE  IN  THE  CITY, 


ANGLERS ! 

DO  NOT  FAIL  TO  CALL  AND  SEE  THE 

FINEST  SHOW  OF  TACKLE, 


AND  MAKE  A 


Personal  Selection. 


SALE  ROOM: 


104  &  105,  CHARTERHOUSE  HOTEL  ( 


Telephone : 
4743  Holborn. 


CHARTERHOUSE  SQUARE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

One  minute  from  Aldersgate  Station. 


Saturday,  March  24, 

AND 

Monday,  March  26,  to  Saturday,  March  31 

OPEN  EACH  DAY  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 


SPECIAL  TACKLE. 


Orders  booked  and 
executed  promptly. 


Manager,  ALBERT  SMITH,  who  will  be  in  attendance 

each  day. 


TACKLE  DIRECT  FROM  THE  MAKERS 
TO  THE  ANGLER. 

Catalogues  Post  Free 

WYERS  FRiRES 

CONTINENTAL  WORKS, 
REDDITCH. 

Telephone  :  23  Redditch,  Jt 


THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Bstd.  1839.         (J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)         eta.  isa9. 

/  _  /,  ///  WADING 

TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 
FISHING 
STOGKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( .i?Vt?:;rw. ). 

Bpaneh  :  85,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (CoFner  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W. 


NOW  READY  at  all  Booksellers  and  Librariesm 


New  Work  by  "The  Amateur  Ang-ler." 

FISHING  FOR  PLEASURE 


AND 


CATCHING  IT. 

Being'  an  Account  of  various  Holiday  and  other  Angling  Excursions 
in  1903,  1904,  and  1905,  described  in  Fourteen  Chapters, 

BY 

E.  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

And  Two  Chapters  on 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES 

BY 

R.  B.  MARSTON. 


'  Com))lcto  coutent — the  day  has  brought  it — 
Ho  fished  for  pleasure — and  he  caught  it." — The  Ojitimist, 


Crown  8vo.,  i68  pp.,  cloth,  gilt  top,  15  Illustrations,  printed  on  Chiswick 
Press  specially  prepared  antique  laid  paper,  price  3s.  6d.  net. 
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^offings  be  ti)c  SSag. 


Fancy,  with  prophetic  glance, 
Sees  the  teeming  months  advance. 
The  field,  the  forest,  green  and  gay. 
The  dappled  slope,  the  tedded  hay  ; 
Sees  the  reddening  orchard  glow. 
The  harvest  wave,  the  vintage  flow. 

— Thomas  Wauton. 


On  Saturday  next,  March  24,  about  3.30  p.m., 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Weybridge  and  Shepperton 
Trout  Restocking  Association,  300  trout  will  be  put 
into  the  Thames  at  Woybridgo  and  Shepperton 
should  tlio  river  be  in  condition.  The  fish  are 
expected  to  arrive  at  the  river  opposite  the  lower 
weir  at  Shepperton,  Weybridge  bank  of  the  river. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next,  March  20,  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorials  will  have  their  annual  supper 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  when  ladies  are  specially 
invited ;  and  on  the  same  evening  the  Gresham 
Anglers  have  a  treat  in  store  for  those  other  than 
members  who  like  to  attend,  when  the  Rev.  E. 
Meyer  will  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "  Across  the 
Broad  Atlantic  Thirty  Years  Ago."  How  happy 
could  I  be  at  either — or  at  both  !  The  Gresham 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  3  ; 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton  will  preside 


Thkre  will  be  a  grand  smoking  concert  at  the 
Woolpack  Tavern,  Bormondsey-street,  S.E.,  on 
Monday  evening  next,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  Visitors  are 
cordially  invited.  When  I  say  that  Councillor  G. 
H.  Shepherd  is  the  host,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  the 
hon.  sec,  a  pleasant  evening  is  assured. 


On  Feb.  10  a  member  of  the  Brompton  Angling 
Society  weighed-in  a  pike  of  26lb.  3oz.,  length, 
43in.,  girth,  24in.  Another  good  pike  has  just  been 
taken  from  Barton  Broad  by  Mr.  Bebee,  jim.  Mr. 
Salinger,  of  Yarmouth,  informs  me  that  it  was  the 
first  time  Mr.  Bebee  has  been  out  pike  fishing. 


My  first  is  in  salmon  and  also  in  bream; 

My  second's  in  barbel  that  loves  the  swift  stream ; 

My  third  you  will  find  in  a  perch  and  a  roach. 

And  my  fourth  in  a  samlet,  but  not  in  a  loach. 

My  fifth  you  must  look  for  in  trout,  gut,  and  trace. 

And  ray  sixth  in  a  gudgeon,  but  never  in  dace. 

My  last  is  in  line,  in  winch,  and  in  net. 

And  my  whole  is  the  head  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

—¥.  W.  D. 


Fishing  fob  a  Licence. 

A  good-natured  German  located  in  a  certain 
Pennsylvania  town  a  few  years  ago,  and  apparently 
had  no  definite  business.  Every  morning  regularly 
he  would  go  to  the  creek  that  ran  through  the  town 
and  fish  for  black  bass.  The  first  mess  that  he 
caught  was  given  to  the  minister  of  the  village 
church.  Some  one,  seeing  the  German  on  the  bank, 
said  to  him:  "What  are  you  doing?"  "  Oh,"  he 
remarked,  "I'm  fishing  for  a  licence."  The  follow- 
ing day  six  fine  trout  were  delivered  at  the  home  of 
the  school  teacher.  The  day  after  that  the  leading 
banker  received  a  fine  supply  of  fish ;  and  so  it  went 
for  nearly  a  year.  He  caught  fish  every  day,  and 
as  regularly  turned  them  over  to  the  leading  citizens. 
When  the  spring  term  of  court  came  around,  he  put 
in  an  application  for  a  liquor  licence.  Under  the 
rules  of  that  court  it  was  necessary  for  twenty 
citizens  to  sign  a  protest  to  kill  an  application  for  a 
licence.  The  protest  was  taken  around  ;  but  to  the 
amazement  of  the  messenger  he  could  get  no  signers. 
The  clergyman  was  much  opposed  to  the  proposed 
licence,  but  could  not  find  it  in  his  heart  to  attach 
his  name  to  the  paper.  When  the  court  announced 
its  decision,  the  German  received  a  licence,  and  he 
blandly  remarked :  "  I've  been  fishin'  for  a  licence. 
I  got  it." — New  York  Times. 


Sea-sick  Seamen. 

Seamen  who  are  prostrated  by  sea-sickness  in 
moderate  weather  cannot  be  of  serious  value  to  any 
navy,  and  Le  Yacht  bitterly  complains  that  the 
modern  training  of  French  naval  officers  and  seamen 
does  not  sufficiently  habituate  them  to  the  sea. 
According  to  Admiral  Caillard's  evidence  before  the 
French  Extra-Parliamentary  Commission  on  the 
voyage  of  the  J aurcguiherry  from  Toulon  to  Brest, 
the  battleship  had  to  face  a  storm  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay  which  prostrated  no  fewer  than  200  seamen 
and  a  large  number  of  officers.  If  the  Jaurdguiberry 
had  been  compelled  to  fight,  such  a  state  of  affairs 
would  have  placed  her  hora  de  combat. 


Anglers  in  the  south-western  suburbs  may 
usefully  have  their  attention  drawn  to  the  "  Fishing 
Lines "  appearing  in  the  Surrey  Comet  above  the 
signature  of  my  old  friend  "Lobworm."  The 
to  wn  of  Kingston,  whore  ho  resides,  is  one  of  the 
most  importai>t  stations  on  the  river,  admirably 
suited  for  both  the  acquisition  and  dissemination 
of  fishing  facts — and  otherwise.  Besides  local 
news  and  gossip,  he  gives  a.  general  survey  of 
angling  matters,  with  an  occasional  pithy  or  pointed 
talo  useful  to  retail  when  the  fish  cease  from 
troubling  or  the  anglers  are  at  rest. 


The  Last  Sunday. 
When  I  say  the  last  Sunday,  I  mean  tho  last 
Sunday  open  for  coarse  fishermen  to  prosecute  their 
favourite  sport  on  tlie  Thames.  This  being  so, 
hundreds  of  anglers,  ashore  and  afloat,  were,  in 
spite  of  tho  wind,  rain,  and  cold,  to  be  seen 
trying  to  add  yet  another  "specimen"  to  their 
season's  account.  The  outlook  was  gloomy  in  the 
oxtromo,  and  certainly  nothing  but  a  blank  was 
anticipated.  However,  at  half-past  eight  a  heavy 
train  left  Waterloo  Station  filled  with  angling 
enthusiasts,  booked  for  tho  various  stations  along 
the  route. 

»  »  »  •  • 

The  Entente  Cobdiale. 

Tho  Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  to  the  number  of 
about  a  score,  alighted  at  Twickenham,  where  Mr. 
P.  Brown,  of  the  White  Swan,  had  placed  at  least 
a  dozen  punts  at  the  service  of  the  society.  The 
puntsmen  were  all  in  readiness  and  eager  for  the 
fray,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  their  efforts  to 
procure  for  their  patrons  the  best  "  swims,"  and 
the  most  sheltered  spots.  It  was  really  very 
difficult  to  discern  a  "  bite  "  owing  to  tho  gale,  but 
for  six  hours  twenty  persevering  anglers  persevered, 
both  male  and  female,  and  the  prizes  were  taken  as 
follows :  — 

Successful  Competitobs. 


1. 

Mr.  G.  Isaacs   

...  131b. 

4Joz. 

2. 

Mr.  A.  Abrahams,  sen.  ... 

...  51b. 

lloz. 

3. 

Mr.  C.  Frtmco   

...  21b. 

15oz. 

4. 

Mr.  Neate  

...  2lb. 

6oz. 

5. 

Mr.  Petis  

...  21b. 

Ooz. 

Ladies. 

I. 

Madame  Claverie 

...  8Ib. 

3oz. 

2. 

Mrs.  Jacobs   

...  51b. 

I4oz. 

3. 

Miss  M.  Abrahams 

...  31b. 

O^oz. 

4. 

Mrs.  Abrahams  

...  31b. 

5|oz. 

5. 

Mrs.  Neate   

...  21b. 

Oioz. 

6. 

Madame  Petis   

...  lib. 

9oz. 

*            *  * 

• 

* 

There  were  only  four  prizos  for  the  ladies,  but 
the  last  two,  Mrs.  Neate  and  Jladame  Petis,  will, 
on  the  night  of  the  annual  dinner,  be  the  recipients 
of  extra  prizes  for  their  persistence  in  "  weathering 
the  storm."  Considering  the  difficulties  experienced, 
the  show  of  fish  at  the  Cercle  Francais  in  the  evening 
was  very  creditable.  Others  had  smaller  takes, 
while  one  gallant  Frenchman  "  did  not  get  a  touch." 
This  was  not  the  fault  of  the  professional  fishermen, 
and  one  who  is  to  be  specially  commended  (although 
all  did  their  best)  is  Mr.  Arthur  Turner,  who  moved 
his  punt  from  place  to  place  without  a  single 
murmur. 

»  •  »  »  • 

At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  A. 
Abrahams  weighed-in  a  nice  jack,  and  during  the 
week  Mr.  R.  Jacobs  had  taken  some  good  roach, 
the  four  best  lib.,  lib.,  lib.  3oz.,  and  1  lb.  5oz. 
A  full  attendance  is  requested  on  Saturday  evening, 
March  31,  for  the  transaction  of  important  business 
connected  with  this  young  and  enterprising  club. 
The  following  effusion  was  a  "forecast,"  but  what- 
ever happened  was  due  to  the  violence  of  the  gale  :  

Entente  cordiale, 

Limejuice  cordial. 
Pure  malt  Scotch  and  cocktail — 

A  few  drops  of  above. 

And  luncheon  at  the  pub, 
Left  someone  hanging  to  the  boat-rail. 


Trawler  makes  a  Strange  Catch. 
The  English  trawler  is  successful  as  a  rule  ;  when 
they  don't  catch  fish  they  take  something  more 
substantial,  as  the  following  will  illustrate  : — "The 
trawler  Bernieia  made  a  queer  catch  at  Grimsby 
the  other  day.  She  lay  in  a  dock  moored  to  a 
wooden  office,  and  a  clerk  poring  over  a  ledger 
inside  suddenly  discovered  that  the  office  and  its 
contents  wore  travelling  over  the  quay.  He  rushed 
outside,  and  was  amazed  to  see  the  office  plunge 
into  the  waters  of  the  dock  in  the  wake  of  the 
departing  trawler.  The  fishermen  had  forgotten  to 
cast  off  the  mooring  rope  before  the  trawler  started." 


Whales'  Milk. 
It  is  stated  in  the  Newfoundland  papers,  say^ 
"  Quibbon "  in  tlio  Fish    Trades'   Gazette,  tlm 
Profo.ssor  Muller,  of  St.  John's,  who  is  claimed  ii 
be  the  first  man  who  discovered  that  whales'  flesli 
could  bo  prepared  for  eating,  has  succeeded  in 
domesticating  a  herd  of  more  than  fifty  sulphur 
cow  whales,  and  has  perfected  an  apparatus  for;' 
milking  them.    Tho  milk  is  described  as  being  fresh'' 
and  swoot,  and  peculiarly  rich  in  nutritive  and 
medicinal  qualities.    It  is  thicker  and  richer  than 
the  best  cows'  milk,  and  possesses  a  distinctive 
and  most  agreeable  flavour,  which  those  who  have 
tasted  it  pronoimce  superior  to  any  other  milk. 
Tho  yield  from  a  full  grown  whale  is  from  five  to 
seven  hogsheads  a  day.   At  this  rate  a  whale  might 
keep  two  or  three  dairies  going.    The  story,  it  is  to 
bo  noted,  is  of  American  origin,  and  I  do  not  know 
if  the  exclamation  of  Polonius  might  not  be  appro- 
priately quoted  with  reference  to  it — "  Very  like 
a  whale." 


Pearls  to  Oedeb. 
"  Miracle  pearls — tiny '  pearly  images  of  the 
Buddha — are  one  of  the  wonders  of  China,"  says  a 
recent  traveller.  "  Pearl-rearing  is  the  chiof 
industry  of  a  remote  village  in  the  Chekiang 
province,  and,  passing  through  the  place  on  one 
occasion,  I  made  inquiries  as  to  how  the  pearl 
images  wore  obtained.  I  was  taken  to  a  placo 
where  eight  or  ton  men  sat  around  tables  prizing 
mussel-shells  open  to  admit  of  little  pellets  of 
baked  clay  and  bits  of  flat  metal,  impressed 
evidently  from  a  die,  in  the  shape  of  a  seated 
Buddha.  The  mussels  were  then  put  into  ponds, 
and  I  was  told  that  they  would  be  lo  t  there  for 
two  or  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they 
would  be  again  forced  open  to  extract  the  little 
clay  models,  which  would  then  be  found  to  be 
covered  with  pearl.  These  are  worked  up  into 
elaborate  hair  ornaments  and  images  of  the  Buddha, 
and  are  .sold  as  sacred  treasures  and  talismans  to 
pilgrims  at  the  Buddhist  shrines  around  Hangchau.' 


More  " Tebminological  Inexactitudes" 
Wanted. 

Ye  anglers  long  ago  acquired  the  fame 
Of  being  first  at  spinning  wondrous  tales ; 
The  fish  they'd  caught  were  big,  yet  all  the  same. 
Some  they  had  missed  were  just  fresh-water 
whales  ! 

But  tempora  mutantur,  anglers  wary 
Must  to  their  laurels  look — or,  fate  unkind. 
Ere  they  invent  fresh  stories  that  are  fairy. 
The  golfers  will  have  left  them  far  behind. 

— S.  J. 


Irate  Keeper :  "I  say,  boy,  you  have  no  right 
to. fish  here  without  a  permit."  Boy :  "  All  right, 
boss,  I  am  doing  well  enough  with  a  worm ! " 


If  you  want  pleasure  you  must  toil  for  it ;  if 
food  you  must  toil  for  it ;  and  if  knowledge  you 
must  toil  for  it.  Toil  is  the  law.  Pleasure  comes 
through  toil,  and  not  by  self-indulgence  and 
indolence.  When  one  gets  to  love  work,  his  life  is 
a  happy  one. 


Well  Meant  Advice. 
Half  an  hour  after  Maloney  landed  in  New 
York  he  was  knocked  down  by  an  automobile.  A 
friendly  spectator  assisted  him  to  arise,  remarking : 
"  Never  mind,  old  man,  I  took  that  fellow's 
number."  "  Ye  did  ?  "  yelled  Maloney;  "thin  for 
hivin's  sake  run  for  yer  life — he'll  likely  be  back 
afther  it  in  a  minnit  or  so  !  " — Brooklyn  Life. 


I  hear  there  is  a  splendid  list  of  prizes  for  the 
A.B.S.  competition  at  Rye  House  on  March  18. 
This  year  only  club  anglers  are  eligible,  otherwise 
the  usual  conditions  will  prevail.  The  special  train 
leaves  Liverpool-street  at  nine  o'clock,  the  fare 
being  Is.  Od.  return;  so  those  who  leave  their 
privilege  tickets  at  home  need  not  be  deterred  from 
going  on  account  of  heavy  railway  fare.  I  hope  to 
see  a  huge  crowd,  for,  without  doubt,  the  object  is 
a  most  deserving  one,  and  every  shilling  helps. 
The  historic  Rye  House  affords  ample  shelter,  so 
that  if  the  weather  should  be  unpropitious  the 
keeper  of  the  museum  and  dungeons  will  do  a 
roaring  trade.  A  mass  meeting  will  be  held  at 
6.30  p.m.  in  the  large  hall  in  reference  to  the 

Lea  Valley  W.vter  Bill. 
On  page  184  will  be  found  a  report  headed 
"Public  Danger,"  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  (Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff).  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  Water  Question  is  a  burning 
question,  and  one  who  hopea  to  be  present  to  assist 
in  throwing  cold  water  on  the  Water  Bill  is 

Dbagnet. 
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%^B^  71x6  Smolce  tkat  Satisfies.  1 

Jf^F  "J-t' extravagance  de  la  perfection/'  1 

jir©ir1t©ise-slhiell  1 

I    MilJ.  5(1.  per  oz.             £[  ^       A  m 

■     Jro|>ular,42a<t>er  oz«  JSS^ 
1                  W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

H           BrancL  of  tke  Im^rial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  and  tt^Kj 
IrelanJ)  Ltd..  I{>swiclt.  i^^^^^X 

WALBRAN,  LIMITED, 

LEEDS. 

Practical  Anglers,    Artistic    Fly  Dressers, 
and    Manufacturers   of    High  -  class  Anglers' 
Requisites  for  all  parts  of  the  World. 

FLIES  TIED  ACCURATELY  TO  CUSTOMERS' 
OWW  PATTERNS, 

P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER. 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
Ten  Oold  and  Pvlze  XSedals  Awaited. 

Telegrams— "  MALLOGH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
lUustrafed  Price  List  free  on  application. 

Importers  of  Silkworm  Gut,  and  Dealers  in 
every  kind  of  Waders,  Brogues,  and 
Anglers'  Waterproofs. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES 

POST  FREE, 
General  Manager:    FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN 

C"  HALCYON.") 

Central  Offices  and  Showrooms— 

38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

Telegrams:  "HALCYON,  LEEDS." 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES, 

Beautifully  dressed,  2/-  per  dozen. 

2I(-  The  Multum-in-Parvo  FLY  ROD  21/- 

The  Whole  Cane  two-joint  Trout, 

9  ft.  6  in.,  and  10  ft,  12/6. 

The  New  Composite  two-joint  Cane  Built  Top,  35/-. 

Manufacturers  of  ttie  famous  Blue  Mahoe  Trout  and 
Sainton  Rods. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Inverness  Terrace,  W. 

Mesars.  Ogden  &  Scotforrl,  Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

Dear  Sirs, — It  pves  me  very  great  iileasiire  to  speak  of  the  17  ft.  Grilse  Rod  you  made  for 
me  last  spring  of  the  Mahoe  Wood  with  snake  rings. 

After  a  careful  trial  of  the  Bod  last  year,  extending  over  three  months,  in  all  kinds  of  weather 
and  water,  1  can  only  say  that  it  leaves  far  hehind,  in  all  the  qualities  essential  to  a  perfect  rod 
the  other  known  materials  as  Greenheart,  Split  Cane,  Bamboo,  Hickory,  &c. 

It  is  two-thirds  the  specific  gravity  of  Greenheart,  and  some  ounces  lighter  than  Split  Cane 
rfxls  of  the  same  length,  and  of  a  toughness  that  can  hardly  be  estimated  ;  as  although  in  taking 
tip  long  line  Ui  make  a  cast,  the  fly  getting  firmly  hooked  in  thick  sea-weed,  yet  with  the  strain  of 
very  thick  tackle  the  top  and  middle  joints  have  never  given  way,  as  Greenheart  would  have  done 
to  a  certainty  in  a  like  situation. 

Casting  with  this  .\fahoe  Rod  is  a  pleasure,  not  a  labour,  the  action  being  both  powerful  in 
casting  out  and  quick  in  recoverir>g  the  heavy  undressed  silk  line  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using.  The 
wonderful  life  displayed  by  this  wood  when  playing  a  fl.sh  is  also  very  much  in  its  favour,  the  power 
of  giving  and  taking  being  very  remarkaVde. 

I  find  that  the  three  joints  are  as  straight  to  day  as  when  the  rod  left  your  works. 

ff  I  could  add  anything  more  that  would  give  additional  weight  to  the  fact  of  the  excellence 
of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  I  should  be  only  too  glad.  I  am  most  willing  for  yoi 
i/i  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  letter,  and  am,  dear  Sirs, 

Yours  veVy  truly,  G.E.C. 

OGDEN&SCOTFQRD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Patentees  and  Manufacturers  of  First  Class  Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle. 

Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK."                                          Telephone  No.  IIXI. 

DAVID  SUTER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

Ne^wax^lt:- on -Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10|  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3i-inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 

THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 

40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

  1- 

Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &c.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Agencies  in  France^  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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Pfovlfleial  flfi^litig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thwsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  was 
held  at  the  headquarters  on  March  8,  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided  over  the  meeting,  which  'consisted  of 
about  250  delegates  from  the  affiliated  clubs.  After 
the  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings  held  during 
the  past  quarter  had  been  passed  almost  in  their 
entirety,  the  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31  was  read  by  the  secretary.  This  went 
to  show  that ,  the  association  was  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition ;  after  paying  off  all  the 
accounts,  together  with  the  outlay  for  prizes  and 
the  cost  and  expenses  of  the  annual  contest,  the 
accounts  showed  a  profit  on  the  year's  working  of 
£24  2s.  ,6d.  The  number  of  members  paid  up  at 
the  last  December  levy  was  0393.  These  members 
constitute  145  societies,  which  is  a  record  number, 
and  goes  to  show  that  angling  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  pastimes  in  Birmingham.  Twenty-five 
new  clubs  joined  last  year.  The  auditors'  report 
was  received  and  adopted.  The  reading  of  the 
committee's  minutes  went  to  show  that  two 
members  had  been  expelled  for  all  [time  for  gross 
misconduct,  and  four  other  members  reprimanded 
for  offences  committed  whilst  out  for  angling  pur- 
poses. The  decision  of  the  committee  was  upheld 
by  the  delegates.  A  large  number  of  anglers  turned 
out  on  March  10  and  11,  it  being  their  last  chance 
previous  to  the  close  season  coming  in,  but  owing 
to  the  wet  and  windy  state  of  the  weather,  very 
little  was  done.  A  good  number  of  clubs  had  bye- 
contests  on  March  11,  but  owing  to  the  bad  weather, 
sport  was  bad. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  have  probably  never  been  in 
better  condition  for  roach  fishing  all  through  the 
winter  than  during  the  past  ten  days  or  a  fortnight, 
and  with  fine  weather  prevailing  anglers  have  taken 
every  advantage  of  the  few  days  that  remain  before 
the  advent  of  the  close  season.  On  many  lengths 
of  the  Witham — notably  at  Bardney,  Kirkstead, 
Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke — roach  have  fed  raven- 
ously, and  by  means  of  the  dew-worm  for  a  bait 
one  angler  is  reported  to  have  creeled  thirty  fish, 
which  weighed  close  upon  251b.  It  has  been  no 
uncommon  experience  to  take  roach  weighing  1  lb. 
and  upwards,  and  many  fisherman  have  made  bags 
weighing  up  to  201b.  On  the  Forty-foot  perch 
fishing  has  been  indulged  in  to  a  remunerative 
extent.  A  friend  of  the  writer's  killed  three  brace 
on  Saturday  last,  none  of  which  weighed  less  than 
IJlb.,  and  the  heaviest  went  up  to  2 Jib. 


FROM 'HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fish  season  closed  in  this  district  amid 
frost  and  snow  and  northerly  gales  ;  andjthe  waters 
have  been  in  such  a  turbulent  and  flooded  condition 
since  Saturday  that  angling  has  been  utterly 
impossible  in  any  quarter.  Therefore  the  prospects 
for  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season  at  present 
are  very  poor,  unless  a  sudden  change  in  the  tem- 
perature takes  place  during  this  week-end.  In  fact, 
the  River  Hull  has  overflowed  its  banks  in  several 
places,  and  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  will  be  out 
of  condition  for  some  time  for  any  chance  of  sport 
for  the  trout  fisher;  and  above  the  locks  both 
the  river,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  tributaries 
contain  a  quantity  of  snow-water.  The  Holdemess 
Angling  Association  have  held  their  annual  meet- 
ing and  elected  their  executive  for  the  coming 
season.  The  treasurer's  report  showed  the  club  to 
be  in  a  very  sound  condition,  both  financially  and 
numerically.  Mr.  J.  Dobson  was  elected  to  the 
presidential  chair,  to  be  assisted  in  the  vice-chair 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Omer ;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Scurr ;  and 
secretary,  Mr.  H.  West.  The  Star  Angling  Club  of 
Stoneferry  have  fixed  their  first  match  for  May  6 
on  the  river  on  Swinemoor.  At  the  March  council 
meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers,  the  Albemarle  A.S.  was  affiliated  to  the 
association.  A  grant  of  two  guineas  was  made  to 
the  widow  of  the  late  T.  Dodson  (Blundell's  A.S.) 
from  the  benevolent  fund.  It  was  also  decided  to 
supply  the  members  with  trout  licences  this  season. 
Other  anglers  can  obtain  them  from  Mr.  F.  Cash  or 
Mr.  H.  Booth,  tackle  manufacturers. 


FROM  THE  LAKE -DISTRICT. 

The  latter  end  of  last  week  fished  well.  On  March  7, 
Mr.  Millburn  took  nine  in  the  Kent,  all  about  the 
town  of  Kendal,  including  one  of  12oz.  The 
following  day  on  the  same  stream,  on  the  Kent 
Angling  Association's  waters,  the  subjoined  fishings 
were  made: — Mr.  Gifford  Bland,  eighteen,  four 
being  12oz.  or  over ;  Mr.  Gamett,  a  baker's  dozen ; 


while  Mr.  F.  B.  Pollitt  contented  himself  with  one 
less.  These  fish  were  all  taken  on  Pennell  tackle. 
On  the  same  day  some  good  fishings  wer«  made  in 
Stainton  Beck — Mr.  Thomas  Askew  creeling  thirty  ; 
Mr.  J.  Askew,  twenty-one ;  Mr.  J.  Benham,  eleven ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Benham  and  Mr.  J.  Booke  nine  each, 
all  on  Pennell  tackle.  Other  rods  had  up  to  half- 
a-dozen.  Saturday  last  was  the  first  real  spring 
day  since  trouting  opened.  The  best  lot  that  I 
came  across  in  a  four-mile  walk  on  the  Kent  was 
half-a-dozen,  which  were  killed  by  Mr.  H.  Crosby, 
one  of  12oz.  and  another  of  lOoz.  The  drenching 
rains  and  snow  have  put  fishing  back  for  a  few  days. 
Only  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  on  Windermere. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

One  of  our  latest  clubs,  the  Queen's  Arms,  Patri- 
croft,  under  the  fostering  care  of  Mr.  Bradshaw  and 
Mr.  Yeo,  is  filling  a  long  felt  want  in  this  town. 
Despite  the  inclement  weather  the  Bollin  is  yielding 
good  sport.  The  Lune  Fishery  Board  are  not 
missing  any  chance  of  trying  to  improve  sport  for 
their  supporters  ;  this  is  in  evidence  from  the  report 
of  their  last  meeting.  The  Stockport  County 
Anglers'  Association  had  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Butter- 
worth,  at  headquarters.  Amongst  the  interested 
audience  were  the  genial  managers  of  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers  and  B.  Bamsbottom,  of  Manchester, 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  close  season  for  coarse  fish  is  hitting  a  lot 
of  our  city  rods  hard,  not  that  they  cannot  fish 
the  fly,  but  they  don't  like  any  curtailment  of  their 
sport.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society 
have  arranged  for  an  address  from  a  local  official  at 
their  next  meeting.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  will 
turn  their  next  meeting  into  a  ladies'  evening. 
Last  week-end  the  Clarence  anglers  had  a  contest, 
but  the  weights  were  disappointing.  It  is  pleasing 
to  learn  that  the  Buckiand  and  Ardwick  clubs  are 
doing  well,  and  that  although  such  near  neighbours 
are  on  the  best  of  terms. 


FROM  tNOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  had  a  strong  head  of  water  running 
on  the  Trent  with  which  to  wind  up  the  season, 
which,  so  far  as  the  use  of  the  worm  is  concerned, 
has  been  the  worst  experienced  for  many  years  past. 
Fish,  roach  especially,  have  shown  marked  apathy 
to  feed  on  most  stretches  of  the  river.  On  March  8, 
many  members  of  the  Wellington  Society  were  out 
at  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge ;  they  relied  on 
the  live  bait  for  pike,  and  ran  and  landed  a  goodly 
number,  though  none  were  on  the  heavy  side.  Six 
fish,  best  101b.,  were  taken  on  the  following  day  in 
one  of  the  district  lakes,  and  a  large  catch  was 
effected  in  the  Flintham  district.  A  Leicester 
gentleman  has  the  credit  of  having  secured  one  of 
22Jlb.  in  the  river  between  Trent  Lock  and  the  new 
bridge  in  course  of  construction  at  Sawley.  On 
March  8,  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  fished  their 
fined  match  of  the  season  at  Attenborough. 
Boisterous  winds  prevailed,  and  the  takes  were 
unusually  small.  Three  prizes  were  won,  the 
winners  being  Messrs.  H.  Bunney,  S.  Eaves,  and 
J.  Townsend,  in  the  order  named.  The  Anglers' 
Association  also  tried  conclusions  at  Beeston,  with  a 
second  contest  on  Saturday.  In  the  first  only  one 
prize  was  won ;  in  the  second,  seven,  I  understand, 
were  secured.  Conditions,  however,  were  by  no 
meems  favourable. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  close  time  for  coeirse  fishing  has  commenced, 
and  anglers  have  been  very  busy  the  last  fourteen 
days,  and  in  the  Severn  have  had  very  fair  sport 
among  the  chub  and  roach,  some  very  good  baskets 
having  been  taken.  In  the  other  rivers  sport  has 
been  slow.  The  weather  has  been  bitterly  cold,  and 
only  an  enthusiast  would  have  faced  it.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  far  from  good,  and  again  the 
Severn,  for  some  distance  above  the  city,  has 
given;  the  best  sport,  but  during  the  last  week 
I  have  heard  of  jbut  six ,  being  taken,  two 
of  those  being  taken  in  the  Avon  with  "dead 
gorge."  All  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition,  and 
some  few  sportsmen  have  fished  the  Teme  in  several 
districts  with  maggot  and  fly,  and  several  good  fish 
were  taken  with  the  February  Bed  and  Blue  Dun 
in  the  middle  part  of  the  day,  but  the  maggot 
proved  the  best  bait  ;  many  of  the  fish  taken 
were  returned  to  the  water,  their  condition  being 
far  from  good.  A  few  brace  of  nice  grayling  were 
captured,  but  they  are  not  supposed  to  be  fished 
for  after  March  25,  which  is  close  at  hand. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  bad  since  last 
notes,  and  sport  has  been  below  the  mark.  Matters, 
however,  appear  to  be  brightening  up  at  all  stations. 
A  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anglers'  Association  was 
held  recently.     Mr.  E.  T.   O'Mahony,  Blarney, 


thanked  the  association  for  placing  2000  trout  at 
his  disposal,  and  for  electing  him  as  vice-president. 
Mr.  Mahony  further  stated  that  he  would  place  two 
canoes  and  a  boat  at  the  disposal  of  the  members 
on  certain '  days  of  the  week  for  fishing  on  his 
ponds,  and  promised  to  forward  the  aims  of  the 
association  in  every  way  possible.  Messrs.  McCarthy, 
Fitzgibbon,  and  O'Connor  were  appointed  to  look 
after  the  placing  of  10,000  trout  fry  in  the  rivers. 
The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Lee  Fishery  Conserva- 
tors was  held  last  week.  From  the  Inspector's  (Mr. 
Brennan)  report  it  appeared  that  twenty-nine  drift 
nets  that  were  found  illegally  fished  were  seized  dur- 
ing the  month,  and  that  a  large  number  of  spring  fish 
passed  over  the  waterworks  weir  during  the 
month.  On  the  motion  of  Sir  George  Colthurst, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Pike,  a  vote  of  condolence  was 
passed  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  S.  Collins  who 
died  recently. 

NOBTH  OF  IBELA.ND. 

On  March  9  a  large  party  of  the  B.I.C.'(Belfa9t) 
Angling  Club  paid  a  visit  to  the  Six-mile  water  and 
the  Clady.  The  day  was  cold  and  rough,  and  not 
at  all  a  good  one  for  trout  fishing.  Amongst  the 
baskets  made  were  the  following :  Constable  Price, 
nineteen  trout ;  Constable  Sullivan,  three  ;  Sergeant 
Paisley,  six ;  Constables  Brew  and  M'Clure,  one  each. 
One  of  the  alleged  causes  of  the  great  falling  off 
in  the  salmon  supply  in  the  North  of  Ireland  rivers 
is  the  great  increase  in  drift  netting  off  the  coasts 
of  Donegal,  Antrim,  and  Londonderry.  Last 
Saturday,  the  already :  heavy  stock  of  trout  in 
Ballykeel,  Lough ,  Erne,  was  supplemented  by  a 
consignment  of  Loch  Leven  and  Lough  Corrib  trout. 
The  trout  were  supplied  bj  the  Munster  Trout 
Farm,  Innishannon,  Cork. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


THE  ABROW  FISHEBY,  HEBEFORDSHIBE. 


Season  1905-1906. 

MjR.  B.  Bycboft  Boberts  is  doing  excellent 
fish-cultural  work,  and  we  can  recommend  his  fish 
from  personal  experience. 

"  During  the  past  season  considerable  extensions 
and  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Arrow  Fishery. 
Fresh  ponds  (covering  nearly  two  acres)  have  been 
made,  a  new  hatchery  erected,  and  food-preparing 
plant  driven  by  water-power  laid  down.  Brown 
trout  {S.  fario)  are  the  principal  fish  reared  at  the 
Arrow  Fishery.  An  increased  number  of  yearlings 
and  two-year-olds  have  been  reared  this  season, 
and  the  fish  are  in  such  demand  that  early  orders 
are  necessary  to  prevent  disappointment.  Bain- 
bow  trout  (S.  irideua)  this  season  are  principally 
represented  by  two  and  three- year-olds.  These  are 
quoted  at  (for  good  fish)  very  moderate  prices. 
Coarse  fish  of  various  kinds  can  occasionally  be 
supplied.  Salmon,  grayling,  and  other  lalmonidoB 
can  be  reared  by  arrangement. 

"Featttbes  of  the  Arrow  Fishery. 

"  To  those  who  do  not  know  the  Arrow  Fishery  we 
would  point  out  its  leading  features.    These  are  : — 

"(1)  A  very  ample  supply  of  good  water,  and 
water  which  has  proved  favourable  to  the  growth 
and  condition  of  trout.  (2)  The  large  quantity  of 
natural  food  grown  at  the  fishery.  (3)  The  great 
number  of  water  plants  growing  in  the  mUl  stream, 
raceways,  ponds,  and  food  preserves,  all  the  plants 
teeming  with  larvae,  fresh-water  shrimps,  snails, 
and  other  forms  of  natural  food.  (4)  The  natural 
conditions  under  which  the  two  and  three -year-old 
brown  trout  and  most  of  the  rainbow  trout  are 
grown  ;  these  are  reared  in  a  screened  mill  stream, 
where  they  enjoy  a  large  quantity  of  natural  food, 
natural  shade,  and  a  strong  and  varying  current. 
These  conditions  make  the  trout  very  suitable  for 
stocking  rivers,  as  well  as  ponds,  etc.,  having 
decided  advantages  over  the  ordinary  pond-reared 
two-year-old  grown  in  comparatively  still  water. 
(5)  The  fishery  is  laid  out  so  that  practically  every 
pond  can  have  an  independent  and  fresh  supply  of 
■5yater — that  is,  water  that  has  not  passed  over 
other  fish.  This  is  a  great  advantage  and  con- 
venience, and  tends  to  ensure  strong,  healthy  fish. 
"  Food. 

"  The  Arrow  trout  have  a  great  variety  of  food, 
natural  and  artificial ;  they  have  a  sufficient  supply 
without  being  over-fed.  The  continual  feeding  of 
any  one  food  (no  matter  how  good)  is  bad  for  trout, 
and  a  mixed  diet  is  undoubtedly  best." 


"  My  dear,  that  miserable  little  beast  of  your 
just  bit  the  baby."  "  And  the  baby's  got  the 
measles !  Oh !  my  poor  little  Fido  !  " — Baltimore 
American. 
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ilofcs  from  tf)c  Woxt^. 

\  The  weather  clerk  on  the  loose  !  It  would  not 
I  matter  if  it  ended  in  being  a  little  bit  warmer,  or  at 
I  least  long  enough  one  way  so  that  one  would  know 
j  what  it  was  to  be  two  whole  hours  on  end. 

Keeper  Davidson  had  three  fine  trout  of  21b. 
apiece  on  March  10  with  the  natural  minnow  on 
the  Grandholm  Don  water,  which  belongs  to  the 
Countess  of  SufEolk. 


The  lower  half  of  the  Don  holds  the  earliest 
brown  trout  in  the  North  or  anywhere  else.  They 
rise  freely  to  the  fly  in  March,  and  in  a  breeze  a 
No.  8  or  9  March  Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Olive  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Cinnamon  or  Red 
Quill  are  all  the  flies  the  most  fastidious  may  need. 

Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Dee  during  the 
past  week.  Anglers  are  again  back  to  the  ice. 
Since  the  advent  of  the  season  in  February  they 
have  been  oscillating  between  the  river  and  the 
pond,  angling  or  curling  alternately  as  conditions 
suit. 


There  was  a  rise  of  the  river  on  Monday,  and 
during  the  whole  of  last  week  the  supplies  of  salmon 
were  exceedingly  good,  but  now  the  hands  of  the 
clock  have  been  put  back  with  a  vengeance. 

It  is  a  far  cry  to  Shetland,  yet  there  are  lots  of 
fish  there  just  now — sea-trout  up  to  61b.  and  8lb., 
and  great  cock  kelts  with  pikes  all  or  mostly  all 
foul.  The  finnock  of  about  lib.,  however,  are 
fresh-run  beauties. 


The  trawler  Deeaide  brought  a  roytJ  sturgeon 
into  the  Aberdeen  market  last  week  which  sold  at 
£5  lOs. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing,  fishing  the  Inchmarlo  Dee 
water  on  Monday,  March  5,  had  five  fish  between 
them,  while  Johnnie  Mortimer  and  Robertson, 
Lord  Penrhyn's  gillies  on  the  Cairnton  water,  had 
nine  fine  fish.  On  the  association's  Gathdee  water 
Mr.  John  Cowe,  Aberdeen,  landed  a  beauty  of  121b. 

Special  Scotch. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  owrselvea  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  ow  Correspondents.] 


BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  RODS. 
'  Dear  Sib, — I  am  delighted  to  see  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  3  your  report  of  the  result  of  the 
copying  of  "Leonard"  rods  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers  and  by  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  The 
result  was  as  I  had  anticipated,  and  I  only  regret 
that  "Val  Conson"  was  not  there  to  grudgingly 
admit  (although  I  fear  he  would  not  do  so)  that  his 
pro-foreign  argument  had  met  its  answer. 

But  does  it  not  strike  you  that  your  own  attitude 
was  a  trifle  biased  and  inclined  to  be  unfair  to 
British  makers?  As  to  "Val  Conson' s  "  attitude, 
his  sUly  and  absurd  statements  about  varnishing, 
repairs,  and  cement  gave  such  clear  evidence  of 
prejudice  as  to  make  his  opinion  valueless. 

You  assume  thati  the  highest  possibility  for 
British  rod-makers  is  to  equal  the  American  article  ; 
that  is,  you  take  the  premise  that  the  British  type 
of  rod  and  its  manufacture  are  inferior,  and  that 
the  only  road  to  improvement  is  to  copy  the  foreign 
article ;  but  that  even  by  taking  that  course  the 
beat  that  can  be  hoped  for  is  that  the  British  maker 
may  be  able  to  exewstly  copy  the  American  rod. 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  wrong  and  unfair 
basis  of  comparison.  There  are  difierent  types  of 
rod  ;  your  preference  and  "  Val  Conson's  "  extrava- 
gances are  in  favour  of  the  American  type.  With 
hundreds  of  better  fishermen  than  myself,  I  prefer 
the  English  type  of  rod.  But  we  do  not  presume 
to  say  of  American  makers  that  the  highest  pinnacle 
of  rod  making  possible  for  them  is  the  successful 
Blaviflh  imitation  of  the  Hardy  or  any  other  British 
rod. 

But  assuming  for  argument's  sake  that  you  are 
right,  was  it  not  absurd  to  imagine  that  firms 
turning  out  work  of  the  Hardy  or  any  other  high 
grade  quality  Bhould  not  be  able  to  copy  an 
American  or  any  other  model — a  purely  mechanical 
operation — not  calling  for  design  or  invention  of 
any  character  ?  A  moment's  reasonable  thought 
would  have  foreseen  the  result,  the  natural  sequence 
of  buying  good  material  and  employing  skilled 
workmen. 

I  have  bought  and  used  English,  Scotch,  and 
American  rods,  lines,  aad  other  tackle,  and  while  I 


have  never  found  anything  from  any  of  them  to  be 
other  than  represented,  I  think  I  am  only  just  in 
saying  that  the  workmanship  of  the  old  country 
rods  appears  to  be  more  thorough  and  durable,  and 
that  the  British  maker,  particularly  in  the  more 
costly  grades,  gives  "  more  for  the  money."  The 
last  may  be  partly  attributable  to  the  greater  pur- 
chasing power  of  money  in  the  old  [country. 

"Val  Conson"  speaks  of  varnishing.  I  had  a 
greenheart  of  P.  D.  Malloch  last  year,  and  the 
varnishing  gave  clear  evidence  of  care  and  pains- 
taking rubbing  and  finish  such  as  I  have  never 
seen  on  this  side  of  the  water.  The  modest-coloured 
windings  and  dull  metal  fittings  of  the  British  rod 
please  my  eye  and  seem  more  workmanlike  than 
the  brighter  windings  and  German  silver  ferrules  of 
the  American  product. 

As  to  repairs,  I  would  alwa}^  expect  the  maker 
of  a  rod,  American  or  British,  to  be  able  to  make  a 
better  repair  job  on  his  own  rod  than  could  anyone 
else ;  but  "  Val  Conson,"  Uke  all  prejudiced  critics, 
overstates  his  case.  As  to  replacing  tops,  "Val 
Conson"  would  get  exactly  the  same  result  if  he 
asked  an  American  maker  to  supply  a  top  for  an 
English  rod.  He  would  not  have  the  fittings,  and 
might  not  have  in  stock  a  joint  in  the  rough  of  the 
same  taper.  Anyone  expecting  to  get  a  second  top 
or  other  joint  in  that  way,  without  considerable 
difficulty,  would  be  unreasonable. 

As  to  fittings,  the  first  requisite  of  a  reel  seat  is 
that  it  should  hold  firmly  any  reel  at  all  likely  to  be 
used  on  a  rod.  The  American  metal  reel  seat 
usually  does  that,  some  English  fittings  always  do 
so,  and  others  are  an  exasperation. 

Snake,  upright  or  bridge  rings  are  in  general  use 
on  old  country  rods,  while  snake  rings  are  only  now 
coming  into  use  in  the  United  States,  the  exaspera- 
ting drop  ring  and  keeper  being  almost  universal. 
In  that  and  in  the  firm  fastening  of  the  top  ring 
the  EngUsh  rod  is  in  advance  of  the  American. 

But  the  retention  of  the  dowel  by  the  English 
makers  is  indefensible,  as  is  also  the  use  of  a  pin 
for  fastening  the  inner  ferrule.  The  non-dowel  joint 
is  by  all  odds  the  stronger,  but  it  does  sometimes 
throw  out ;  it  has  so  happened  with  me  more  than 
once,  and  an  annoying  thing  it  is.  A  dowelless 
lock-fast  joint  would  be  the  ideal  fastening,  and  I 
hope  to  have  it  on  my  next  rod. 

Now  as  to  the  rod  as  a  whole.  Dead  weight  on 
the  scales  is  not  the  prime  factor  in  determining 
the  fishing  lightness  of  the  rod.  Balance  does  more 
to  determine  lightness  in  the  hand.  A  well-balanced 
rod  of  8oz.  fishes  lighter  and  better  than  an  ill- 
proportioned  rod  of  5oz.  or  6oz.  The  longer  grip  of 
the  English  type  of  rod  is  bound  to  add  a  little  to 
the  weight,  but  I  think  it  worth  having. 

In  this  country  there  is  no  trout  fishing  of  so 
exacting  a  nature  as  the  dry-fly  fishing.  In  this 
particular  section  it  is  nearly  all  loch  fishing — wet- 
fly,  of  course ;  and  the  No.  8  old  scale  is  small  size 
hook ;  drawn  gut  is  never  used,  and  the  unsophis- 
ticated native  trout  is  easier  to  .beguile  than  your 
fario. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  despised  English  rod  that 
will  throw  the  heavy  dry-fly  up  wind,  with  a  cast 
tapering  to  drawn  gut,  with  perhaps  a  00  hook,  and 
yet  be  enough  responsive  to  strike  and  play  a  21b. 
or  heavier  trout  without  breaking  so  fine  gut  or 
pulling  out  so  'small  a  hook  must  be  a  better  rod 
than  you  or  "  Val  Conson  "  give  it  credit  for.  The 
two  extremes  of  fly-rod  work  are  demanded  of  it, 
and  it  responds  effectively.  It  cannot  be  either  a 
whip  or  a  weaver's  beam. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  some  years  ago  the  English 
rod  maker  was  led  towards  greater  lightness  by  the 
American  maker,  but  for  what  slowness  there  may 
have  been  the  conservative  English  fisherman  is  as 
much  to  blame  as  the  manufacturer.  But  they  did 
progress,  and  along  the  lines  of  the  English  model, 
with  the  result  that  the  British  made  rod  has  for 
some  years  past  been  quite  as  good  in  every  way 
as  the  American  rod  of  the  same  class  (in  my 
opinion,  a  better  rod),  and  is  somewhat  cheaper. 
The  trouble  is  that  "  Val  Conson,"  with  the  very 
conservatism  which  he  deplores  in  the  British 
makers,  has  not  yet  discovered  that  the  British 
maker  some  years  ago  fulfilled,  and  more  than 
fulfilled,  his  demands. 

As  to  lines.,  first-class  lines  are  made  in  both 
countries.  I  think  the  American  enamelled  line 
renders  smoothly  and  is  of  good  weight,  but  the 
English  line  seems  less  hard  and  less  liable  to 
knuckle,  although  I  have  had  from  Messrs.  Wm. 
Mills  and  Son,  of  New  York,  a  line  which  is  as  near 
perfection  as  can  be  had. 

As  I  have  not  mastered  bait-casting  in  either  the 
American  or  English  style,  the  multiplying  reel, 
made  in  such  perfection  in  the  United  States,  does 
not  enter  into  consideration.  The  "  Featherlight" 
and  "Expert"  plain  click  reels  are  inexpensive, 
light,  and  effective  reels  of  American  make,  which 
it  would  be  hard  to  excel. 

The  demands  of  the  English  fisherman  in  the 


matter  of  flies  are  more  exacting  than  those  of  the 
angler  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Our  flies  are, 
as  a  rule,  larger  and  brighter,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
any  American  firm  tying  or  attempting  to  tie  the 
small,  exactly  coloured  flies  so  much  used  in  the 
old  country.  I  have  had  Canadian  patterns  tied 
by  Malloch  and  others  which  were  simply  exquisite 
in  every  detail.  Geo.  H.  Burtis  and  C.  F.  Orvis, 
the  two  American  fly-makers  witVi  whom  I  have  had 
most  to  do,  both  do  beautiful  work,  equal,  I  think, 
to  the  best  English  and  Scotch  makers,  but  owing 
doubtless  to  the  cost  of  labour  their  trout  flies  cost 
eight  shillings  per  dozen. 

As  to  tackle  generally,  there!  has  been  an  inter- 
change of  invention  which  will,  I  hope,  continue, 
but  a  comparison  of  the  catalogues  of  the  best 
firms  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  will  show  that 
the  progress  is  not  all  in  the  United  States.  There 
are  two  things  which  neither  country  should  adopt 
from  the  other— one  Ls  the  freak  artificial  baits 
invented  by  ingenious  Americans  to  sell  to  bait- 
casters,  unlike  anything  in  heaven  or  earth ;  the 
other  is  the  assemblage  of  hardware  and  triangles 
sold  in  England  for  spinning  natural  baits.  The 
former  are  supposed  to  astonish  the  fish  into  taking 
them  ;  the  latter  seem  to  me  to  be  unnecessarily 
complicated,  and  the  excessive  hook  armour  to  be 
unsportsmanlike. 

These  rambling  notes  were  provoked  not  by  a 
desire  to  depreciate  the  wares  of  non-British  makers, 
but  to  point  out  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  your 
prejudiced  view.  All  things  being  equal,  it  is  but 
natural  and  right  that  any  man  would  give  the 
preference  to  the  manufactures  of  his  own  country. 
It  is  only  in  England  that  the  people  prefer  to  con- 
tinue as  a  dumping  ground  for  foreigners. 

You  seem  to  think,  however,  that  the  only 
stimulus  for  British  makers  is  to  say  to  the  angling 
world  that  the  American  article  is  far  better,  and 
that  the  best  the  British  maker  can  do  is  to  equal 
it.  I  have  tried  to  show  that  you  are  incorrect  in 
your  premises,  that  the  English  rod  is  and  has  been 
for  some  time  not  only  quite  as  good  as  the 
American,  but,  to  my  individual  taste,  better. 
I  think,  however,  that  in  the  higher  qualities  the 
comparative  merits  are  largely  a  matter  of  personal 
opinion.  You  prefer  the  American  rod;  I  prefer 
that  of  English  make ;  both  are  good,  but  I  at  least 
give  reasons  for  my  preference.  I  am  more  con- 
cerned, however,  in  trying  to  convince  you  of  the 
injustice  of  your  basic  attitude,  and  I  hope  I  have 
done  something  in  that  direction. 

I  have  mentioned  in  this  long  epistle  different 
firms,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  ; 
they  are  all  of  first  rank  in  the  business,  and  there 
are  doubtless  many  others  of  whom  it  would  be 
impossible  for  one  person  to  have  knowledge.  From 
all  of  them  I  have  received  the  greatest  courtesy  and 
kindness,  but  I  cannot  help  mentioning  particularly 
Messrs.  Hardy,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  and  on  this  side 
of  the  water,  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Burtis,  Worcester,  Mass., 
whose  personal  attention  and  interest  are,  I  hope, 
as  much  to  their  profit  as  to  their  customers'  com- 
fort.— Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Macphebson. 
Ottawa,  Feb.  26. 

[I  do  not  suppose  that  "  Val  Conson  "  will  care 
any  more  than  I  do  for  this  unfair  criticism  of  our 
action  in  persuading  our  makers  to  show  that  they 
can  make  rods  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  as  the 
"  Leonard  "  rods.  It  was  not  a  question  as  to  which 
makers  make  the  best  rods.  "V.  C."  and  I  said 
that  there  was  something  about  a  "  Leonard  "  which 
we  did  not  get  in  English  split-cane  rods,  something 
which  we  liked  and  wliich  suited  us.  At  first  our 
makers  pooh-poohed  the  idea  of  there  being  anything 
in  it,  and  said  they  could  make  justthe  same  rods  any 
day,  but  considered  their  own  better.  I  said  I  do 
not  say  your  rods  are  not  better,  but  make  a  rod 
exactly  like  a  "  Leonard  "  instead  of  talking  about  it. 
At  last  this  was  done,  and  when  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.,  brought  me  his  copy  he 
said  the  cane  used  was  common  Tonkin  cane,  which 
they  never  thought  of  using  for  their  best  split-cane 
work.  Messrs.  Hardy  said  practically  the  same — 
that  is,  that  the  cane  they  use  is  of  far  superior 
quality.  All  I  can  say  is,  as  I  have  said  repeatedly 
since,  give  me  the  rod  made  of  the  despised  Tonkin 
cane.  For  years  I  have  told  our  makers  that  the 
Americans  used  some  cane  which  was  different  from 
that  used  here  for  split  cane — it  looks  as  if  I  was 
right,  as  Mr.  Williams  said  they  would  not  think  of 
using  it !  I  consider  that  British  rod  makers  are 
greatly  indebted  to  all  who  have  helped  to  make  them 
prove,  not  that  a  "Leonard"  is  a  better  rod  than 
one  of  British  make,  but  that,  be  the  "  Leonard  " 
style,  etc.,  good  or  bad,  they  can  produce  the  same 
thing.  To  suppose  that  "Val  Conson"  or  I  have 
any  prejudice  against  our  own  countrymen  is 
absurd — if  we  had  we  should  not  have  expended  so 
much  time  and  trouble  to  get  rods  of  the  kind  we 
like  made  in  this  country  ;  if  we  had  been  prejudiced, 
of  course  our  object  would  be  to  keep  the  manufiw 
ture  gut  of  this  country. — Ed.] 
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THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

OULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
Tacfcle  and  Waders. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon  and 
Lough  Pern.  Excellent  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing  quite  free.  River  and  lake 
well  stocked  with  clean  fish  from  first 
April  freshes.  Nine  Trout  Lakes  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy  Bay. 

First-class  Hotel ;  excellent  cuisine ; 
splendidly  situated  in  heart  of  Donegal 
Highlands.  Moderate  tariff.  For  further 
particulars  ap])ly  to  Proprietor, 

McDEYITT  S  HOTEIL. 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigrr,  Anglesey! 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiilay ;  capital 
Trout  I'ishins,'  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing  ;  line  lirni  .Sands  for  BathinK ; 
Rabbit  Shootins<  ;  3,0(J0  acres  of  (iame  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shootin;;  in  sea.son  ;  Oolf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.  W.  main 
}ine  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTRELL. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyu,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  vid  Chirk. 


TROUT  &  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


KING'S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Temple  Sowerby,  Np.  Penrith. 

River  Eden,  nearly  eight  miles  of  Fishing 
preserved,  and  free  to  visitors  at  the  hotel. 
Comfortable  accommodation.  Terms 
'  moderate.  Stations  :  Culgaith  (Mid.) ; 
Temple  Sowerby  (N.E.)  Particulars  and 
terms  on  application. 

JOHN  FURNESS,  Proprietor. 


FREE   TROUT  FISHING. 

The  best  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Drifts  of  two 
and  three  miles  over  sjjlendid  shallows.  Nearly 
711,000  acres  of  deep-water  fishing  for  heavy 
Trout  and  Pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shore.s  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  l''ly  and  Trolling.  Hotel  under 
English  mauagement ;  Cleanliness  and  modern 
comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold  Baths ;  Motor  accom 
modation  ;  Moderate  Tariff.  Grand  Lake  and 
Mountain  Scenery  ;  bracing  air  ;  only  4i  hours 
rail  from  Dublin. 

Descriptive   Pamphlet  free  on  application 
to  the  Proprietor. 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor,  bracing  air 
and  fine  scenery.  Several  miles  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Barle,  part  exclusive  right 
and  free  to  visitors.  Comfortable  quarters. 
Electric  light,  bathroom,  &c.  Terms 
moderate.  Station :  South  Molton. 
Telegrams  :  "  Temperance  Hotel,  Simons- 
bath."  THOS.  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor. 


Boa>x>d»  Residence 

JN  J'RIVATli  rAMILV 

Offered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  River  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
•Close  to  River  and  Moor ;  near  Buckfast 
leigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  "  H.," 
c/o  Miss  Seakle,  Newsagent,  Buckfast 
leigh,  Devon. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

]<;XCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Pishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
])er  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  will  bo  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.         W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTOM,  S.  DEVON. 

The  fishing  on  the  famous  Ley,  commencing 
1st  March  until  end  of  November,  containing 
200  acres  water  well  stocked  with  Pike,  Perch, 
and  Rudd.  Efficient  boatmen.  AU  Bait  found. 
Largest  catch  last  season,  99  Pike  in  10  days, 
one  Kod.    Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth. 

Proprietor,  .T.  T.  COBLEY. 


DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL 

Under  New  Management. 
In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durrtess  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  River  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature,  The  Smoo  Caf6.  Route  :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


SUTHERLA  N  OS  HIRE, 

CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCH  INVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Lochs 
FREE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  ]\Iotor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayue's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &c.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires:  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 


HAIVIPSHIRE 

(in  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 


TO  LET, 

furnished,  by  the  year,  a  Sixteenth  Century 
timbered 

FARM  HOUSE, 

with  a  right  of  Fishing  on  Bransbury  Common. 
The  house,  which  has  been  entirely  renovated 
contains  3  sitting  rooms,  4  bedrooms,  and 
dressing  room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders. 
There  is  a  two-stall  stable  and  a  coachman's 
house.  An  acre  of  meadow  could  be  let  with  the 
house.— For  particulars  apply,  Camfbell  Wade, 
Solicitor,  i,  St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C.,  or  R.  F. 
WooDCOOK,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm,  Hasle 
mere.   


The  Celebrated  .  .  , 

BISCUIT 


TROUT  FOR  PONDS. 

Rainbow  Yearlings  from  £5  10s.  per  1,( 
Loch  Leven  Yearlings  from  £7 10s.  per  1,000 

Special  carriage  paid  prices  quoted  on 
application  to  Manaqbb, 

Buckland  Fishery,  Braunton,  M.  Devon. 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a.  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 

Selioioui  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Rair  Fruit,  Potted 
Meat,  or  Oheeae. 
Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tina  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  Makers :  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd.. 
DOUGLAS,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


J.J. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


RODS  TO  LET 

On  the  Rivers  Uiz  and  Oughton ;  forty- 
three  minutes  from  King's  Cross,  and 
miles  from  Hitchin  Station.  Sunday 
Fishing  allowed. — Apply,  The  Manager, 

ICKLKFORD  FISHERY,  HiTOHIN. 


WANTED. 

Eig-ht  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing:  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lune ;  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises ;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


TROUT  FISHING 

TO  I^ET. 

Half  mile,  near  Andover,  Hants,  ■with  six 
room  Cottage  if  required.  Rent :  £20 
Fishing,  and  £10  Cottage. — Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
.\ndover,  Hants. 


TROUT  FISHING 

FOR  SAX^S. 

About  2,000  yards,  near  Andover,  Hants, 
with  House,  Mill,  and  15  acres  Water 
Meadows.  Price  £2,250.  —  Particulars 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
Andover,  Hants. 


PARTLY  FURNISHED 
COUNTRY  HOUSE, 

14  bedrooms,  3  reception  rooms,  &c.,  with 
Park  and  good  Trout  Fishing  TO  BE 
LET  with  immediate  possession.  Rent, 
200 guineas. — Particulars  may  be  obtained 
of  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate  Agent, 
.\ndover,  Hants. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— S,m  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


6RESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 
Secretary. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  In  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  I  2  doz,  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  ciiual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AU  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  'for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denhani,  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.j),  including 
the  Haretlekl  fishery.  Re-stocked  in  1904  with 
3,000  fish,  recently  with  2,800  more.  Country 
Headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld  (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).  Meetings  each  Wed- 
nesday, at  9  p.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY  Insurarcb  CoMPANr,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  kad  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  Insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  -  

Address  ;  ;  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  fonvard 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CAStTALTT 
Insurance  Company-,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  0am,  Ouse,  Ac,, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

AddreM:  »,  Market  HIU,  Cambrldg*. 
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GOOD  WAX  FOR  FLY  DRESSING. 

Dear  Sib, — I  wonder,  if  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  tell  me  where  I  could  get  a  really 
good  wax  for  fly  dressing.  I  like  the  cobbler's  wax 
for  that  part  of  the  silk  I  use  to  lap  the  gut  to 
hooks,  but  the  ordinary  wax  of  commerce  is  much 
too  stiff  and  brittle,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
draw  the  silk  over  it  without  breaking  the  silk, 
unless  one  warms  the '  wax  each  time.  Perhaps 
there  is  a  means  of  softening  the  wax  ? 

How  difficult  it  is  now  to  get  really  good  hair  for 
easts  and  dressing  flies  on  ;  very  few  tackle  dealers 
keep  it,  and  what  they  have  is  poor  and  dear. 

I  had  a  day  yesterday  looking  through  my  old 
Fishing  Gazettes,  which  I  have  bound,  and  I  spent  a 
most  interesting  time. — Yours  truly,  Midgk. 

Tower-street,  York,  March  12. 

["  Midge  "  should  get  a  copy  of  McClelland's  little 
book  on  fly  tying.  For  particulars  see  advertise- 
ment on  page  vi. — Ed.] 


"  IS  WASH-LEATHER  INJURIOUS  ?  " 

Deab  Sib, — Reference  having  been  made  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  24  to  the  letter  of  Colonel  Meysey 
Thompson  which  appeared  in  the  Field,  we  enclose 
you  copy  of  a  letter  which  we  are  sending  to-day 
to  that  paper,  and  as  it  will  be  of  some  interest  to 
*'  Vellum  "  and  others,  we  will  be  glad  if  you  can 
also  insert  copy  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours 
truly,  Habdy  Bbothebs. 

March  9. 

[Copy  of  Letter.] 
"Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  question  lately 
raised  in  your  columna  by  '  Vellum '  as  to  the  ill- 
effect  which  wash-leather  has  on  gut,  we  have 
made  very_  careful  inquiries  into  the  matter,  and 
possibly  the  following  information  may  be  of  some 
Uttle  value.  Chamois  leather  and  parchment  are 
both  made  from  the  same  skin  but  dressed  differ- 
ently— the  one  to  get  it  as  hard  as  possible,  and 
the  other  as  soft  and  pliable.  In  the  first  instance, 
the  skin  is  put  into  lime  to  get  the  wool  off ;  it  is 
then  split,  and  the  under  part  or  flesh  side  used  as 
ol'amois.  These  splits  are  then  treated  in  pits  and 
put  through  a  process  called  'puering,'  which  cleanses 
them  of  all  natural  fat  and  lime  left  from  the  first 
process.  The  puering  also  feeds  up  the  skins,  that 
is  to  say,  thickens  and  softens  them,  after  which 
they  are  sprinkled  with  cod-oil,  which  is  forced 
into  them  by  what  is  called  a  stock — that  is,  prac- 
tically a  heavy  mallet  or  hammer  driven  by  power. 
After  this  the  oil  is  pressed  out  and  the  skins  hung 
I  up  to  dry,  when  they  are  what  is  technically 
I  known  as  being  'in  the  crust.'  From  this  state 
I  they  go  into  the  finishing  process,  and  are  scraped 
1  on  both  sides,  which  gives  the  leather  that  soft  and 
I  velvety  appearance.  Up  to  this  point  there  is 
nothing  whatever  used  of  a  detrimental  character, 
but  the  manufacturers  say  that  many  people  who 
sell  chamois  retail  like  them  to  look  white,  and  in 
order  to  give  them  this  appearance  they  are 
bleached,  which  is  done  by  sulphur  fumes.  If  gut 
is  put  into  chamois  which  has  been  so  treated,  we 
can  quite  imderstand  the  damaging  effect  referred 
to  by  Colonel  Meysey-Thompson.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  skins  used  for  making  pouches,  which  we 
introduced  many  years  ago,  are  made  from  what  is 
guaranteed  by  the  manufacturers  to  us  to  be 
'  unbleached '  leather,  and  although  we  mu.st  have 
sold  large  quantities  of  these  chamois  leather  cast 
cases,  we  have  heard  no  complaint. — Yours  truly, 
"  Hakdy  Bhothebs." 


"  A  FISHING  CATECHISM,"  BY  COLONEL 
MEYSEY-THOMPSON. 

Deab  Sib, — That  is  an  interesting  point  raised 
by  "  Benwyan's  "  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  10.  I  have  always  accepted  without  demur 
the  statement  that  when  a  trout  jumps  out  of  the 
water  you  should  lower  the  point  of  the  rod,  but  is 
there  much  in  it  ?  Is  the  fish  likely  to  fall  on  a  really 
tight  line  unless  the  angler  unconsciously,  at  the 
moment  the  trout  leapt,  raised  the  top  of  the  rod  7 
The  line  surely  would  be  less  tight  with  the  trout, 
after  the  leap,  lying  on  the  surface  of  the  water 
than  it  wa.s  when  the  angler  was  playing  the  trout 
beneath,  perhaps  well  beneath,  the  surface.  After 
the  leap  and  fall  of  the  trout  I  do  not  remember 
•ver  being  conscious  of  anything  like  a  jerk  on  the 
line.  I  have  often  lost  good  fi.sh  immediately  after 
the  leap,  but  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  cause  has 
been  the  falling  of  the  fish  upon  a  tight  line. — Yours 
truly,  Geoboe  A.  B.  Dewa». 


TROUT  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  some  friends  who  have  gone 
out  from  Warwickshire  to  British  Columbia  in  the 
lumber  business,  and  I  herewith  give  you  some 
extracts  from  letter  received  from  them,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  if  you  will  give  me  through  the 


Fishing  Gazette  what  in  your  opinion  is  the  answer 
to  the  problems. 

"  Is  it  possible  for  fish  (mountain  trout)  to  go  up 
a  creek  supposing  there  are  falls  in  the  creok  from 
five  to  twenty  feet  high  in  dozens  of  places  ?  There 
are  trout  in  the  creek  as  far  up  as  we  have  been, 
about  three  miles,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  them 
in  a  small  lake  about  fifty  acres  away  up  in  the 
mountains,  and  which  this  same  creek  runs  in  and 
out  of.  What  I  would  like  to  know  is :  How  did 
the  fish  ever  get  into  the  lake  7  Another  thing  I 
want  to  know  is :  Where  do  the  fish  get  in  the 
winter — I  mean  those  in  the  lake  7  The  water 
sinks  very  much  in  the  winter,  so  that  it  would  not 
cover  more  than  eight  to  ten  acres.  When  it  was 
at  its  lowest  last  fall  I  could  pole  my  way  all  over 
it  on  a  raft,  and  I  am  sure  I  did  not  see  fifty  fish, 
though  I  could  see  the  bottom  quite  plainly  all  the 
time.  Now  in  the  spring  there  are  thousands  of 
them,  all  much  about  the  same  size.  One  could 
throw  a  fly  into  the  water  and  there  would  be  a 
little  drove  of  fish  go  for  it  all  at  once  ;  if  I  put  two 
flies  on  my  cast  I  very  often  pulled  out  two 
together.  You  will  say  that  there  is  not  much 
sport  in  this  sort  of  fishing,  but  we  do  not  catch 
for  the  sake  of  catching,  but  simply  catch  them  to 
eat.  These  trout  do  not  seem  to  run  more  than 
eight  or  nine  inches  long,  but  finer  flavoured 
fish  I  have  never  tasted,  and  a  good  -  sized 
frying  -  pan  full  of  them  is  just  about  enough 
for  two.  Some  say  they  ought  to  be  cooked  just 
after  they  are  caught,  others  say  they  ought  to  hang 
awhile.  We  have  tried  both  ways  and  both  are 
good.  I  have  just  heard  of  some  very  big  trout 
being  caught  close  to  Slocan  Junction  in  the 
Kootenay  river,  forty  and  fifty  pounders.  One 
fisherman  at  Nelson,  who  I  know,  had  a  remark- 
able catch  some  time  ago,  seven  fish,  and  they 
weighed  either  781b.  or  871b.,  I  do  not  remember 
exactly  which,  but  it  was  one  or  the  other.  Now  if 
you  can  tell  me  how  the  fish  ever  got  into  the  lake 
I  shall  be  delighted,  for  everybody  out  here  seems 
to  hold  a  different  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  might 
say  there  is  a  lot  of  water  comes  down  this  creek,  it 
is  estimated  that  there  is  over  2000  horse  power 
going  to  waste  every  day." 

I  have  since  received  another  letter  in  a  very 
similar  strain,  and  if  you  can  give  me  some 
information  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  shall  send 
some  out  to  them,  for  all  the  fishermen  there  seem 
full  of  this,  and  argue  the  matter  continually. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Hallam. 

[Trout  will  go  up  a  twelve  or  fifteen-foot  slanting 
weir  dam  if  there  is  an  inch  or  two  of  water  {I  liave 
seen  them  do  it),  only  the  slant  must  be  an  easy  one. 
I  do  not  think  trout  can  get  up  a  five-foot  perpen- 
dicular fall,  though  I  have  seen  small  sea-trout 
"  whizz  "  up  through  two  feet  or  so  of  water,  falling 
vertically.  There  is  no  doubt  many  rivers  were 
thousands  of  years  ago  larger  than  they  are  now, 
and  much  easier  of  ascent  for  trout  and  salmon.  It 
is  quite  certain  that  in  many  parts  of  the  world 
river  beds  have  been  altered  by  alterations  in  the 
crust  of  the  earth.  Lord  Avebury,  I  think,  men- 
tions the  case  of  a  Swiss  river  which  was  only 
recently  broken  in  the  middle  by  the  upheaval  of 
the  strata,  and  its  flow  quite  altered.  The  trout  is 
probably  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years  old,  and 
nobody  knows  what  happened  before  man  appeared 
on  the  scene,  or  for  a  good  bit  afterwards,  but  it  is 
perfectly  certain  that  May  Flies  and  trout  helped  in 
his  evolution  when  he  did  appear.  Some  people 
think  all  fresh-water  fish  were  originally  salt-water 
fish  which  got  land-locked.  There  is  no  doubt 
some  lake  trout  grow  to  over  701b.  in  the  great 
lakes  of  N.  America,  but  they  are  more  correctly 
called  char. — Ed.] 


WATERPROOF  CAST  CASES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  enclosing 
one  of  our  new  waterproof  cast  cases.  I  think  you 
will  find  that  this  case  is  by  far  the  best  means  of 
protecting  gut,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
casts  when  damped. 

After  the  season  is  over  the  felts  can  be  with- 
drawn, the  gut  can  be  placed  in  the  pocket,  and  the 
whole  thing  tied  up  in  a  sheet  of  brown  paper.  By 
this  method  gut  may  be  kept  many  years  perfectly 
intact,  as  the  waterproof  pocket  protects  it  from 
moisture  as  well  as  from  light  and  air. 

It  you  can  give  the  pocket  a  notice  in  your  paper 
I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour.  In  the  event  of  your 
giving  it  a  notice  will  you  kindly  say  that  it  can  be 
bought  from  any  respectable  tackle  dealer. — Yours 
faithfully,  Alfbed  Williams 

(of  Messrs.  S.  Alloock  and  Co.). 

[I  cannot  imagine  anything  which  will  protect 
gut  from  air  and  light  and  at  the  same  time  be 
more  convenient  for  the  pocket  than  these  water- 
proof cast  cases.  Personally,  I  never  use  a  damper 
for  gut,  0.S  I  believe  nothing  is  more  injurious 
to  gut  casts  than  lying  for  days,  and  perhaps  weeks, 


in  a  sodden  state.  I  have  more  than  once  lost  fish 
through  knots  slipping  when  the  gut  was  in  this 
sodden  state.  Casts  which  have  been  damped  long 
in  this  way  lose  their  strength  much  sooner  than 
those  which  are  wet  only  when  one  is  fishing.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  vulcanised  rubber,  which 
contains  sulphur,  and  turns  silver  black,  would  be 
injurious  to  gut. — Ed.] 


UNBLEACHED  GUT. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  just  received  from  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros,  a  hank  of  above.  It  took  me  about 
half  an  hour  to  pick  it  over.  I  have  now  a  total  of 
seventy-five  pieces,  ranging  from  llin.  to  34in. 
in  length.  The  average  was  about  IGin.  to  18in., 
but  several  24in.,  and  only  three  or  four  under 
12in.  ■  All  this  is  good  gut — strong,  clean,  and 
fairly  round,  though,  of  course,  not  like  drawn  gut, 
and  the  cost  was  8d.  !  To  my  mind  it  is  better 
than  the  prepared  gut  because  it  has  not  the  same 
objectionable  glitter. 

1  tested  two  pieces,  and  found  a  thin  piece  •007in. 
diameter  would  very  nearly  stand  41b.  pull  dry, 
and  another  -OOQin.  diameter  would  stand  5Jlb. 
I  am  sorry  I  had  not  any  drawn  gut  to  test  it 
against. 

I  may  say  I  threw  away  any  pieces  I  could  break 
without  cutting  my  fingers,  and  also  nearly  every 
strand  had  another  piece  of  good  gut  on  it  about 
5in.  to  6in.  long,  but  as  these  are  no  good  to  me  I 
destroyed  them. 

I  trust  the  above  will  be  of  some  service  to  some 
of  your  readers. — Yours  faithfully.  Fly. 

P.S. — I  have  no  interest  in  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros, 
or  any  other  tackle  dealers,  and  also  T  am  not  a 
novice  exactly,  but  have  fly  fished  for  twenty-five 
years. 


UNBLEACHED  GUT 

Deab  Sib, — It  appears  to  me  from  reading  the 
correspondence  columns.in  your  paper  that  a  good 
many  anglers  are  anxious  to  try  unbleached  gut. 
Also,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  gut  merchants  do  not  care 
to  stock  it  as  they  appear  to  be  afraid  that  there 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  demand  for  it.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  they  could  be  convinced  it  would 
sell  they  would  stock  it.  I  feel  sure  that  if  a  good 
proportion  of  the  subscribers  to  your  paper  would 
agree  to  purchase  a  certain  amount  from  some 
well-known  importer,  such  as  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  of 
Manchester,  he  would  stock  this  gut  if  he  thought 
the  demand  was  sufficient  to  warrant  his  doing  so. 
I  would  suggest,  if  you  consider  it  practicable,  that 
you  should  open  a  list  in  your  paper  of  anglers  who 
would  be  willing  to  take  a  certain  quantity  each. 
It  seems  to  me  that  unless  some  such  plan  is 
adopted  we  shall  never  have  this  gut  put  on  the 
market. — Yours  truly,  A.  E.  Bajstnatyne. 


"MR.  ARCHER." 

Deab  Sib, — Can  you  oblige  a  constant  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  an  occasional  contributor 
with  the  address  of  "Mr.  Archer,"  of  '-Archer's" 
cast-case  fame,  and,  I  believe,  the  progenitor  of 
"Archer's"  spinner. — Yours  truly, 

T.  Pym-Williamsoit. 

[The  "Mr.  Archer"  in  question  is  the  "  Archer" 
of  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons'  trade  mark — a 
guarantee  of  good  quality,  by  the  way. — Ed.] 

THE  "IRON  BLUE"  FLY. 

Deab  Sib, — Last  season  a  trout  angler  whom  I 
met  on  the  river  here  showed  me  a  copy  of  the 
Iron  Blue  which  was  tied  thus : — Two  flies  were 
tied  tail  to  tail  on  a  bit  of  fine  wire,  which  was 
attached  at  right  angles  to  the  shank  of  the  hook. 
The  idea  I  thought  rather  a  good  one.  Could  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  where  I  can  get  flies 
similarly  dressed  ? — Yours  truly, 

Kilkenny,  Ireland.  John  Cabbiqan, 

STOCKING  THE  ILE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  herewith  have  pleasure  in  enclosing 
you  a  couple  of  snapshots  taken  recently  when 
restocking  the  lie  at  Ilminster  with  brown  trout 
from  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery. — Yours  truly, 

Fbank  Venton,  Hon.  Sec. 

Ilminster  Angling  Association. 

[The  He  looks  a  nice  little  stream,  and  I  hope  the 
brown  trout  will  think  they  have  struck  it  and  go 
on  restocking  naturally. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  WHITADDER. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Enquirer,"  I  have  fished 
the  Whitadder  for  some  fifteen  years,  the  last  occa- 
sion being  in  1904,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I 
then  found  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the  fish 
as  good  as  ever.  There  is  always  a  certain  amount 
of  bait  fishing  amongst  the  "  locals,"  but  not  more 
so  than  on  other  non-preserved  streams,  and  I  know 
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many  of  them  to  be  good  sportsmen  and  fly  fisher- 
men. I  have  never  stayed  at  an  inn  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, generally '  putting  up  with  people  who 
accommodated  fishermen  during  the  season,  either 
at  Ellemford  or  Longformacus.  I  consider  the 
river  above  Abbey  St.  Bathans  to  be  the  best,  com- 
bined with  the  Dye,  a  tributary.  Accommodation 
is  now  more  difficult  to  obtain,  as  I  am  told  the 
landowners  are  in  many  cases  preventing  their 
tenants  from  taking  in  fishermen  as  lodgers. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  B.  C. 

CONCERNING  YARROW. 

•  Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  informing 
"  Olivia  Dunn  "  that  Yarrow  is  an  excellent  trout 
stream,  and  he  could  not  do  better  than  pay  a  visit 
there  in  the  first  fortnight  of  May,  as  the  trout 
generally  take  very  well  then  and  are  also  in  good 
condition.  "Olivia  Dunn"  will  find  excellent 
accommodation  at  either  the  Gordon  Arms  or 
Rodono  Hotel.  The  Gordon  Arms  is  thirteen  and 
Rodono  Hotel  twenty  miles  from  Selkirk.  Mrs. 
Beattie  is  the  proprietress  of  the  former  hotel, 
and  Mr.  Donaldson  the  proprietor  of  the  latter. 
The  charges  for  accommodation  are  moderate.  The 
former  hotel  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Yarrow 
itself,  whUst  the  latter  overlooks  the  beautiful  Lake 
of  St.  Mary's. 

The  trout  take  fly  very  well  on  Yarrow.  The  best 
flies  are: — (1)  Blue  hen  with  light  yellow  body; 
(2)  Light  partridge  spider;  (3)  Plover  spider;  (4) 
Blae;  (5)  Woodcock  with  light  yellow  body  and 
red  hackle. 

The  best  stretch  of  water  lies  between  St.  Mary's 
Loch  and  the  Gordon  Arms  Inn.  To  my  mind 
there  is  not  a  better  stream  for  creeper  and  May 
Fly  fishing  in  the  border  district  than  Yarrow, 
so  "  Olivia  Dunn  "  ought  not  to  mias  an  opportunity 
of  trying  the  creeper,  which  is  a  very  deadly  bait 
about  the  beginning  of  May  on  Yarrow.  The  May 
Fly  comes  on  about  the  end  of  May  or  the  first 
week  in  June,  and  is  very  deadly.  I  have  seen 
baskets  of  trout  from  151b.  to  20lb.  caught  in  a 
single  day's  fishing  with  May  Fly.  The  trout  vary 
in  size  a  great  deal,  but  with  May  Fly  they  average 
three  to  the  pound.  Numerous  fine  burns  flow 
into  Yarrow,  the  best  being  the  Douglas  Burn. 
Hoping  "Olivia  Dunn"  will  have  a  successful 
holiday. — I  am,  etc.,  W.  Sobly  Bbown. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Brown  for  this  useful 
information. — Ed.] 


WHAT  COARSE  FISHING  IS  THERE  IN 
LOUGH  CORRIB? 

Dear  Sir, — I  often  see  glowing  accounts  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  concerning  Lough  Corrib,  Ireland, 
but  they  are  (generally  speaking)  in  reference  to 
salmon  and  trout,  but,  judging  by  scraps  of  infor- 
mation which  occasionally  leak  out,  there  must  be 
some  really  choice  pike  and  perch  fishing  to  be  had 
on  this  water.  Would  some  of  your  readers  who 
are  thoroughly  conversant  with  Lough  Corrib 
kindly  give  some  information  dealing  with  the  same 
— the  best  time  of  the  year,  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  live-bait  on  the  spot,  the  sort  of  tackle 
used,  lodgings  within  the  reach  of  a  working  man's 
purse,  and  last,  but  not  least,  is  the  use  of  a  boat 
an  absolute  necessity  to  get  amongst  them.  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion,  considering  the  low  rate  of 
excursion  fares  now  in  vogue,  that  a  visit  to  this 
water  in  search  of  the  poor  man's  salmon  (pike)  is 
well  worthy  of  attention. — Yours  truly, 

Mansfield. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  MANCHESTER. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  of  any  trout  fishing  to  be  had  within 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  of  Manchester,  for  which  I  am 
quite  willing  to  pay  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion.— Yours  truly,  Robert  Borroughs. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  where  I  can  find  some  good  trout 
fishing  in  France  1  This  autumn  I  want  to  fish  in 
France,  and  I  want  to  know  where  to  go,  that  I 
may  get  all  arranged  well  beforehand,  and  oblige, — 
Yours  truly,  A.  C.  K. 


FLIES  FOR  LOCH  FISHING. 

r  Dear  Sir,— Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
answer  the  following-  questions  ? 

1.  How  should  loch  flies  be  worked  from  a  boat 
on  a  large  lake  ?  If  up  or  down  wind  ?  Which  are 
the  most  killing,  large  or  small  flies  ? 

2.  Dark  flies  for  dark  water  and  dark  days  t 
Bright  flies  for  breezy  days  and  clear  water  and 
sun  ?  Are  above  rules  for  trout  fishing  in  rivers  f 
Is  it  just  the  opposite  for  loch  fishing  7 

3.  Where  are  generally  considered  the  beat  spot^ 
to  fish  for  trout  in  lakes  7 


4.  Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  sit  down  in  boat 
to  cast,  so  as  to  prevent  the  fish  seeing  one  7  And 
oblige, — Yours  truly,  H. 

FISHING  NEAR  PORTSMOUTH  IN  JULY 
AND  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sib, — I  wonder  if  any  Fishing  Gazette  reader 
would  be  good  enough  to  let  me  have  particulars  of 
any  fishing,  sea  or  river,  obtainable  during  July 
and  August  at  or  near  Portsmouth.  Any  local  tips 
as  to  bait  and  tackle,  where  obtainable,  etc.,  would 
be  welcome. — Yours  truly,  A.  d'A. 


REGARDING  THE  COMPARATIVE 
STRENGTH  OF  FISH,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — In  ray  letter  under  the  above  heading* 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  13. 
I  mentioned,  in  a  cursory  way,  an  implement 
designed  by  Mr.  Ilyin,  of  Koursk,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  amount  of  resistance  offered  by 
different  fish. 

The  implement  in  question  is  not  a  complicated 
one :  an  ordinary  spring  pocket-balance  of  the 
shape  shown  under  No.  I.  of  accompanying  cut, 
fitted  with  a  "  maximal  indicator."  The  latter 
consists  of  three  component  parts :  two  plates 
(No.  2  and  No.  3)  and  a  spring  (No.  1).  The 
plates  are  made  of  brass,  and  the  spring  of  steel. 
Plate  No.  2  works  on  the  front  (or  outside)  surface 


of  scale-plate,  while  No.  3  works  on  its  inner  (or 
rt»ar)  surface;  the  spring  (No.  1)  lies  between  plate 
No.  2  and  face  of  scale-plate,  and  the  three  parts 
ai'e  kept  together  by  means  of  two  small  screws, 
w.bich  give  the  necessary  amount  of  compression 
to  the  spring  arms  of  No.  1  and  keep  them  to  their 
work. 

The  spring-balance,  thus  fitted  for  its  special 
work,  is  connected  to  the  rod  by  means  of  a  wooden 
hol'.der  (or  sheath),  details  of  which  are  shown  under 
No.B.  II.,  III.,  and  IV.  The  construction  of  this 
parfc  of  the  contrivance  is  so  simple  as  not  to  need 
any  further  description.  I  only  wish  to  point  out 
that,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  it  ought  to  be 
fastened  to  the  rod  (if  the  latter  be  one  of  cane  or 
bamboo,  as  used  by  Mr.  Ilyin)f,  not  by  means  of 
screws,  but  by  means  of  two  good  strong  whippings 
at  top  and  bottom.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  advisable 
to  incre«se  its  length  by  from  half  an  inch  to 
three-qui%rters  of  an  inch,  shaping  the  ends  so  as  to 
give  a  gi»od  purchase  to  the  thread  usedl  for  the 
whippings.  As  an  alternative,  metal  tongues  could 
be  screwud  firmly  to  the  ends  of  the  holder,  which 
tongues  iwuld  be  whipped  to  the  rod;  this  latter 
arrangement  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  practical 
one. 

The  balanoe  being  fixed  in  the  holder,  II.  (with 
the  top — Scorn  which  the  ring,  with  which  spring- 
balances  «jre  always  fitted,  has  been  removed — 
toward  the  butt  of  rod),  the  line,  tied  to  the  ring 
at  lower  ^nd  of  balance  (the  hook  fixed  to  this  part 
having  been  removed),  is  rove  through  the  rings 
of  rod.  No.  V.  gives  the  distance  between  the 
rings,  as  well  as  other  measurements,  in  Russian 
vershoka — a  vershok  is  equal  to  one  and  three- 
quarters  inch,  English. 

After  B  tussle  with  a  fish,  all  one  has  to  do  is  to 


read  off  the  indications  of  the  maximal  indicator 
on  the  scale,  and  to  set  it  back  to  zero  for  next 
fish  ;  it  stands  to  reason  that  care  must  be  taken 
to  grasp  the  line  to  the  rod  in  striking  a  fish,  so  as 
not  to  bring  the  balance  into  action  at  thQ  time 
of  striking. 

The  above  described  contrivance  has  one  draw- 
back against  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
used  to  "running  tackle":  it  precludes  its  use. 
But  as  it  was  designed  not  so  much  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  angler  pure  and  simple,  but  from 
that  of  the  "  angler-naturalist,"  who  is  ready  to, 
sacrifice  his  conveniences  and  tastes  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  certain  results,  this  drawback  may  be  set 
aside  as  quite  secondary. 

Mr.  Ilyin,  after  having  tested  the  apparatus 
under  consideration  and  ascertained  that  it  works 
properly  and  gives  correct  indications,  used  it  for 
a  considerable  part  of  last  angling  season ;  he  has 
sent  me  his  entries  regarding  forty-four  fish,  o£ 
which  twenty  are  river  carp  and  twenty-four  golden 
bream.  I  give  the  gist  of  these  entries  in  the  fol- 
lowing list,  in  which  the  first  figure  gives  the  dead 
weight  of  fish,  and  the  second  the  resistance  it 
offered  as  registered  by  balance;  these  data  ar« 
given  in  pounds  and  ounces : — 

1.  — Carp.— 31b.  I2oz.— 2ib. ;  41b.— 51b.  ;  41b.  8oz.' 
—41b.  8oz. ;  41b.  8oz.— 61b.  8oz. ;  51b.— 31b.  ;  51b. 
4oz. — 31b.  8oz. ;  61b.  4oz.— 31b.  8oz. ;  51b.  4oz. — 91b. ; 
51b.  8oz.— 51b.  8oz;  51b.  8oz.— 31b.  ;  51b.  8oz.— 71b.  ; 
51b.  12oz.— 101b.  ;  61b.— 91b.  ;  61b.— 91b.  ;  61b.— 
101b. ;  61b.— 51b. ;  61b.  8oz.— 41b. ;  61b.  Soz.— 71b.  ; 
81b.— 31b.  ;  121b.— 31b. 

2.  — BreoOT.— lib.— 21b.  ;  lib.  8oz.— lib. ;  lib. 
8oz.— lib. ;  lib.  8oz.— 1  lb.  Soz.  ;  lib.  12oz.— 
lib.  Soz. ;  21b.— 1  lb.  Soz.  ;  21b.— 1  lb.  Soz ;  21b.— 
21b.  ;  21b.— 21b. ;  21b.  4oz.— 1  lb.  Soz. ;  21b.  8oz.— 
lib.;  21b.  Soz.— 21b.  Soz. ;  21b.  Soz.,-21b.  Soz.; 
2lb.  Soz.— 31b.  ;  21b.  Soz.— 41b.  ;  21b.  12oz.— 21b. 
12oz. ;  31b.— 21b. ;  31b.— 21b. ;  31b.— 31b.  ;  31b.— 
31b.  Soz.  ;  41b.— 21b.  ;  41b.— 81b. ;  41b.  4oz— 71b. ; 
61b.  4oz.— 21b. 

The  average  weight  of  one  fish  figures  out :  For; 
carp,  51b.  13Joz.  ;  for  bream,  21b.  lOJoz.  Average. 
resistance :  For  carp,  51b.  GJoz. ;  for  bream,  21b.  Soz. 
This  shows  that  the  average  resistance  is  equivalent 
to  about  96  per  cent,  of  the  dead  weight  of  a  fish. 

What  has  been  a  regular  "revelation"  to  Mr. 
Hyin,  as  well  as  to  myself,  and  a  great  number  of 
Russian  anglers,  is  that  the  resistance  offered  by 
the  bream  stands  in  the  same  relation  |to  its  dead 
weight  as  with  the  carp  ;  with  us  the  river  carp  has 
been  considered,  up  to  and  now,  as  being  many 
times  stronger  than  the  bream.  Mr.  Ilyin  explains 
the  apparent  contradiction  between  the  generally 
accepted  opinion  on  this  subject  and  the  results 
obtained  by  means  of  the  spring-balance  thus : — 
The  resistance  of  the  bream  is  "  mere  pulling  ' 
power,"  and  is  spent  with  the  first  rush  ;  with  the 
carp  it  is  "  real  fight "  from  the  moment  the  fish 
is  hooked  to  the  moment  it  is  "  scooped  up  "  in  the 
landing-net — a  series  of  mad  rushes,  and  of  violent, 
stubborn  resistance. 

He  notes  further  that  male  fish  offer  twice  as 
much  resistance  as  female  ones.  Very  important 
elements  seem  to  be: — 1.  The  direction  in  which 
a  fish  is  moving  at  the  moment  when  he  is  hooked : 
straight  toward  the  angler,  or  straight  away  from 
him  (that  is,  at  a  right  'angle  to  the  bank).  2. 
Whether  the  fish  has  had  time  to  stretch  out  the 
line  to  a  considerable  extent  before  being  hooked 
(the  absence  of  running  tackle  must  be  borne  in 
mind)  or  not.  In  the  former  case,  the  force  of 
resistance  is  considerably  increased. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  next  season  an  appreciable 
number  of  anglers  in  this  country  wUl  take  up  the 
use  of  the  implement  designed  by  Mr.  Ilyin,  and 
that  the  results  of  their  observations  may  help  to 
throw  some  more  light  on  the  vexed  question  of 
the  relation  between  a  fish's  dead  weight  and  its 
force  of  resistance  (taking  the  mere  "pulling 
power "  in  consideration,  the  latter  being  the 
factor  to  be  considered  as  determining  the  needed 
strength  of  the  tackle  used  for  this  or  that  fish). — 
Yours  truly.  Baron  Paul  Tcheekassov. 

St.  Petersburg. 

TROUT  MARKED  "M.  F.  PAGE." 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  latter  end  of  last  week,  whilst 
one  of  the  local  fishermen  was  angling  for  live  bait, 
he  caught  a  small  trout  measuring  thirteen  inches. 
The  fish  had  a  tablet  in  its  dorsal  fin  marked 
"  M.  F.  Page,"  which  was  carefully  removed,  and  is 
now  in  my  possession.  The  trout  was  carefully 
returned  to  the  water. 

I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  would 
kindly  publish  the  fact,  as  it  would  be  very  inte- 
resting to  know  through  your  columns  where  the 
fish  was  deposited  and  the  distance  it  has  travelled. 
— Yours  truly,  R.  Steed,  Proprietor, 

George  and  Dragon  Hotel,  Marlow,  Bucks. 
March  13. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR, 


The  British  Sea  Anglers. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  very  flourishing  British 
>Sea  Anglers'  Society  was  a  great  success.  Viscount 
Churchill  made  a  most  excellent  chairman,  and  the 
musical  entertainment  was  greatly  appreciated  by 
about  250  members  and  guests. 


"The  Amateur  Angler's"  New  Book. 
"Fishing  for  Pleasure,  and  Catching  It,"  is, 
as  our  readers  are  aware,  the  title  which  "  The 
Amateur  Angler  "  has  chosen  for  his  new  volume. 
A  pleasant  critic  has  already  questioned  the  pro- 
priety of  this  title  on  the  ground  that  catching 
pkasure  is  not  quite  correct  in  a  grammatical  sense, 
but  surely  this  is  being  hypercritical.  If,  as  Pope 
allows,  we  may  "  shoot  folly  as  it  flies,"  the  same 
poetical  licence  would  sanction  catching  pleasure. 
Many  of  the  papers  in  the  volume  have  already 
appeared  in  this  journal,  but  they  have  been 
revised  and  considerably  added  to  in  this  book. 
Our  old  friend  and  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod, 
has,  at  his  o-wn  request,  undertaken  to  write  an 
appreciation  of  this  book  from  his  own  standpoint. 
We  leave  him,  therefore,  the  well-known  expert,  to 
make  a  cast  at  the  well-known  amateur.  Further 
particulars  will  be  found  in  our  advertising  columns. 

Yearling  Rainbows  sent  from  England  to  France. 

Mr.  L.  Cookson,  of  the  Norton  Fishery,  Baldock, 
writes  on  March  18:  — 

"  Yesterday  I  consigned  from  the  Norton  Fishery 
5000  yearling  rainbows  to  the  Ouville  Fishery, 
near  Dieppe,  and  although  the  fish  were  fifteen 
hours  in  the  carriers  the  loss  was  only  130,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  a  slight  mishap  to  one  carrier 
at  Victoria  Station  (carrier  upset  by  a  porter,  and 
half  water  lost ;  seventy  dead  in  this  carrier),  the 
loss  would  have  been  about  one  per  cent. 

"Next  week  I  am  sending  a  further  consignment 
of  5000  rainbow  yearlings  and  200,000  eyed  ova 
to  the  same  fishery  by  the  9.10  p.m.  boat  train 
from  Victoria,  via  Newhaven. 

"This  Ouville  Fishery  has  been  planned  and 


laid  out  by  us  with  the  sole  object  of  supplying 
Paris  with  a  large  number  of  trout  daily.  The 
hatching-house  will  hold  two  million  ova,  and 
sufficient  ponds  will  in  time  be  made  to  hold  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  fry,  yearlings,  and  two- 
year -olds. 

"I  believe  this  is  the  first  instance  of  live  trout 
being  sent  to  France  from  Great  Britain.  I  am 
on  my  way  back  to  Baldock.  We  have  had  a 
wonderful  sale  of  fish  this  season,  practically  sold 
out  of  all  two  and  three-year-olds.-' 

Yes,  I  fancy  this  is  the  first  time  live  trout  have 
been  sent  from  this  country  to  France.  Live  fish 
have  often  been  sent  from  the  Continent  here. 

Tarpon  at  Caesar  Creek. 
"  The  photograph  is  one  taken  of  myself  on 
board  the  yacht  Privateer,  which  I  chartered  from 
Ball  Brothers,  of  Miami,  for  a  cruise  around  the 
entire  coast  of  Florida  during  the  season  of  1898. 
The  tarpon  in  the  picture  was  killed  at  Caesar  Creek, 
below  Miami,  and  was  one  of  the  first  fish  of  this 
species  taken  with  rod  and  reel  on  the  east  coast 
of  Florida.    This  fish  and  two  others  were  taken 


A  C^SAB  Ceeek  Tabpon. 


on  the  same  day,  and  were  taken  back  to  the  hotel 
at  Miami  and  there  placed  on  exhibition,  where 
they  aroused  a.  great  deal  of  curiosity ;  as  stated 
previously,  the  tarpon  was  comparatively  unknown 
on  the  east  coast  up  to  that  time.  La.st  season, 
1905,  during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  a  party 
of  three  of  us  succeeded  in  landing  sixty-three 
tarpon  in  this  same  locality,  breaking  the  record 
for  that  coast.  "  Edward  vom  Hofb  " 

(in  Forest  and  Stream). 


"Trout  Fishing  and  Sport  in  Maori-Land." 

Last  year  I  noticed  a  book  under  the  above  title 
by  Captain  Hamilton.  It  seemed  to  me  to  give 
much  useful  information,  but  I  am  informed  by  an 
angler  -who  knows  the  country  described  that  it 
leaves  a  great  deal  to  be  desired  as  a  guide  for 
anglers  from  this  country.    He  says:  — 

"  Captain  Hamilton's  book  wUl  be  found  of  very 
little  assistance  to  anyone  going  out  from  home. 


How  TO  Tib  Tkodt  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— i^^Ain^  Oazettt. 


It  gives  practically  no  information  which  can  be 
of  any  use  to  an  angler,  such  as  the  different 
seasons,  sizes  of  trout  and  lures  suitable  for  the 
various  rivers,  but  hundreds  of  pages  containing 
lists  of  streams,  with  such  items  of  information  as, 
'contains  brown  and  rainbow  trout,  landing  deep, 
also  good'  (whatever  that  may  mean!),  and  even 
these  items  are  often  erroneous.  "To  give  an 
example:  The  Waikato  river  (North  Island)  is 
described  as  containing  brown  and  rainbow  trout 
both  above  and  below  Lake  Taupo,  and  with  no 
hint  as  to  the  best  places  to  stop  to  fish  it.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  rainbow  trout  fishing  is 
excellent  below  the  lake,  and  there  are  two  good 
hotels  from  which  it  can  be  fished  (Atiamuri  and 
Wairakei),  but  the  trout  are  practically  all  taken 
spinning.  Above  the  lake  there  are  brown  trout 
only  (though  rainbows  have  now  been  introduced), 
and  they  can  only  be  caught  at  night,  except  after 
a  flood.  The  Waikato  is  probably  the  best  known 
river  in  the  North  Island,  and  not  a  single  item  of 
useful  information  concerning  it  is  to  be  found  in 
Hamilton's  book.  Spackman's  work,  'Trout  in 
New  Zealand,'  is  very  much  more  useful,  especially 
for  the  South  Island,  but  it  is  fourteen  years  old, 
and  practically  of  no  assistance  for  the  North 
Island,  in  which  the  rainbow  trout  have  only  been 
introduced  within  comparatively  recent  years.'-' 

I  hope  that  Captain  Hamilton  will  be  able  to 
improve  his  work  in  any  future  editions,  especially 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  criticism. 


The  Copy  of  the  Walton  and  Cotton  Fishing 
House  at  Chicago. 

A  writer  in  Forest  and  Stream  says : — 
"  Every  angler  who  venerates  the  name  of  Izaak 
Walton  remembers  that  he  erected,  with  Charles 
Cotton,  upon  the  River  Dove,  a  fishing  lodge,  a 
counterpart  of  which  was  inspected  by  thousands 
of  anglers  who  visited  the  Columbian  Exposition 
at  Chicago  in  1893.  The  '  Walton  House  '  at 
Jackson  Park — the  site  of  the  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion— was  constructed  by  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting 
Club  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Izaak  Walton, 
and  as  a  rendezvous  on  the  bank  of  the  lagoon, 
adjacent  to  the  Art  Building,  for  the  many  anglers 
who  took  part  in  the  first  open-to-the-world  fly  and 
bait  casting  tournament  given  by  that  club  in 
Septepiber,  1893.  At  that  time  the  executive 
committee  of  the  club  was  comprised  of  the 
president,  Mr.  George  W.  Strell ;  the  secretary- 
treasurer,  Mr.  Frank  B.  Davidson ;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Babcock,  Mr.  G.  A.  Murrell,  and  Mr.  Rossiter. 
To  the  earnest  efforts  of  these  officials,  aided 
by  Mr.  B.  W.  Gpodsell,  Mr.  J.  M.  Clark,  and 
other  members  of  the  club,  were  the  thousands  of 
visitors  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  seeing  the 
facsimile  of  the  Izaak  Walton  fishing  box  on  the 
River  Dove,  where  he  and  Charles  Cotton  spent  so 
many  happy  hours  yearly  three  centuries  agone." 

I  was  informed,  when  the  idea  of  having  a  repro- 
duction of  the  fishing  house  at  Chicago  was  first 
thought  of,  that  it  was  proposed  to  use  the  illus- 
trations in  my  Lea  and  Dove  Edition  of  Walton, 
which  were  done  from  fine  photographs  by  Mr. 
Bankart,  as  guide  for  the  model,  and  they  promised 
to  send  me  photographs  of  the  model  fishing 
house,  but  it  got  overlooked,  I  fear. 


Red  Tag  and  Coachman. 

"  I  have  a  notion  that  a  combination  of  Red  Tag 
and  Coachman  might  be  a  good  fly  to  put  up  for 
grayling.  The  white  wing  could  be  made  very 
small.  You  can  pinch  down  wings  and  tail  to 
size  you  think  best.  These  solid  up-winged  flies 
usually  cock  well." 

This  note  comes  from  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  with 
a  captivating  midge-size  Coachman  with  a  red  tail. 
I  am  sure  it  would  kill  grayling  well,  and  trout  also. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Gordon  has  recovered 
from  his  long  and  serious  illness. 


A  Fine  Catch  of  Pike. 

On  the  closing  day  of  the  season,  Messrs.  S.  Fox 
and  M.  R.  L.  White  had  much  the  finest  catch  of 
pike  which  I  have  heard  of  for  a  long  time.  The 
day's  sport  resulted  in  a  total  of  fifty-seven  fish, 
weighing  upwards  of  3cwt.,  the  best  fish  being  21  lb. 

All  the  fish,  with  the  exception  of  the  largest 
and  one  other,  were  returned  to  the  water,  the 
number  thus  treated  including  many  fish  from  81b. 
to  121b.,  as  it  is  the  practice  of  the  anglers  in 
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question  to  return  all  fish  which  are  under  I6lb.  in 
■weight  on  a  day's  fishing  of  this  description. 

The  fish,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four, 
were  all  taken  spinning.  The  lakes  where  they 
were  caught  being  exceedingly  shallow,  spinning  in 
such  water  becomes  doubly  interesting,  as  the  rush 
of  the  pike  after  the  bait  along  the  surface  of  the 
water  is  exciting  in  the  extrenae. 

A  year  or  two  back  Mr.  White  got  a  31  lb.  fish 
spinning  on  these  shallows,  and  though  on  March  14 
there  was  apparently  nothing  quite  of  this  calibre 
on  the  move,  the  day  was  a  thoroughly  satisfactory 
one,  although  the  conditions — a  blazing  sun,  dead 
calm,  and  the  best  part  of  six  inches  of  snow  water 
in  the  lake — would  seem  to  militate  against  any 
chances  of  good  sport. 

The  21  lb.  fish  makes  the  fifty-eighth  pike  between 
the  weights  of  15lb.  and  31  lb.  that  has  fallen  to 
Mr.  White's  lot  in  the  last  eleven  years — he  has 
certainly  had  some  red-letter  days,  both  with  trout 
and  pike,  and  I  hope  he  will  add  to  them. 

Hackles  for  Salmon  Flies — The  Spey  Cast. 

I  often  get  inquiries  from  beginners  in  fly-tying 
as  to  what  is  the  difference  between  coch-y-bondhu, 
furnace,  cuckoo,  red,  and  other  hackles,  so  I  am 
collecting  really  fine  "specimens,  and  intend  to 
illustrate  the  more  important  hackles,  etc.,  in  an 
early  number.  Also,  now  the  days  are  getting 
brighter,  I  hope  to  get  one  photograph  of  part  of 
the  Spey  Gast  to  complete  an  excellent  set  I  had 
taken  last  autumn  on  the  Spey,  showing  a  first- 
class  Speyjangler  casting. 

A  Crab's  Long  Journey. 

"  During  a  visit  to  Flamborough  last  summer 
in  connection  with  investigations  into  the  crab 
industry.  Professor  Tosh  marked  and  re-deposited 
in  the  sea  four  miles  south -south-west  of  the  head- 
land a  number  of  crabs.  It  is  believed  that  one  of 
these  has  been  caught  near  Beadnell  Point,  south 
of  the  Fame  Islands.  If  this  be  so,  the  distance 
covered  by  the  crab  in  114  days  has  been  not  less 
than  108  miles." 

A  friend  who  sends  me  this  cutting  asks  what  is 
the  object  of  marking  the  crabs.  It  is  to  see  how 
long  they  take  to  grow,  where  they  spawn,  if  they 
migrate,  and  so  on.  It  does  not  prove  that  the 
crab  in  question  walked  108  miles  in  114  days — or 
even  crawled.  He  probably  went  as  comfortably 
as  one  goes  to  Scotland  by  a  L.  &  N.W.  Railway 
"  sleeper  " — he  hung  on  to  a  bunch  of  floating  sea- 
weed, and  was  carried  by  the  current. 

Living  on  a  good  Trout  Stream  not  Everything. 

An  old  angling  friend  kindly  invitsd  me  down 
to  fish  on  his  trout  water  at  Easter;  in  thanking 
him,  I  said  how  I  envied  him  living  in  a  delightful 
part  of  the  country  with  a  trout  fishing  of  his  own. 
In  his  reply  he  says : — 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  cannot  join  me  on  the 
opening  day.  I  will  let  you  know  the  result,  and, 
if  good,  you  must  manage  to  run  do\^n  as  soon  as 
you  possibly  can.  Hope  you  will  do  well  on  the 
Windrush.  Do  not  envy  me  living  on  a  trout 
stream.  It  is  the  greatest  mistake  you  ever  made. 
The  man  who  enjoys  fishing  thoroughly  is  the  man 
who  can  only  get  away  every  now  and  then.  Since 
I  left  town  I  have  lost  the  joy  of  '  going  a-fishing.' 
I  know  I  can  go  any  time — result,  I  scarcely  ever 
go.    '  Familiarity  breeds  contempt '  is  quite  right." 

"  No  Medium  like  it" 

Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  writes  on  March  15  : — 
"  Please  do  not  insert  the  half-page  special 
advertisement  again  after  next  Saturday.  Sale  a 
gigantic  success.  Have  had  to  return  close  on  £30 
for  cash  sent  'on  appro.'  owing  to  Fishing  Gazette 
advertisement — there  is  no  doubt  about  it,  for  the 
fishing  tackle  trade  there  is  no  medium  like  it. 
Nearly  beside  myself  with  work." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


DovEY  Fishery  Club. — We  learn  that  this  old- 
established  club  has  been  restarted  under  the 
auspices  of  Lord  Herbert  Vane-Tempest,  who  has 
taken  a  lease  of  the  river,  and  has  placed  the  control 
in  the  hands  of  all  the  influential  residents  of  the 
district.  The  old  club  was  broken  up  when  the 
river  was  leased  privately,  and  we  hope  that  the 
members  of  the  new  club  will  enjoy  as  good  sport 
as  they  did  in  the  days  when  the  late  Mr.  Phelps 
was  hon.  secretary.  We  understand  that  there  are 
still  a  few  vacancies,  as  to  which  inquiry  should  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Bradwell,  Dolguog,  Machyn- 
lleth.—T/te  Field. 


EECOED  OF  LAEGE  FISH,  OTHEE 
THAN  SALMON,  OF  THE  PAST 
SEASON,  1905-1906. 


The  season  which  came  to  its  close  on  March  15 
has  been  remarkable  for  the  quantity  of  large  trout 
caught  in  English  and  Irish  waters,  but  Blagdon 
Reservoir,  near  Bristol,  has  establish-ed  a  "  record  " 
imparalleled  in  England,  and  probably  in  the 
world.  The  four  largest  trout  of  the  past  season 
were  one  each  of  lljlb.  and  le^lb.,  caught  April  6 
in  Corrib,  Ireland,  one  of  121b.  2oz.,  caught  last 
July  in  Loch  Shin,  Scotland,  and  another,  S.  ferox, 
12ilb.,  in  Loch  Fionn,  Scotland. 

As  to  pike,  the  season  opened  badly — I  ought  to 
say  disreputably — in  Corrib,  Ireland,  for  three 
magnificent  fish  of  301b.,  401b.,  and  481b.  were 
"  done  to  death  "  —  that  is,  gaffed  —  by  Ned 
McDonagh,  of  Porteragh,  and  .Tames  Haynes,  of 
Gortmore,  Moycullen,  as  the  fish  were  alongside 
the  rushes  in  a  small  bay  spawning.  These  facts 
were  attested  by  Mr.  S.  D.,  hon."  sec,  Corrib 
Fishery  Association,  Oughterard. 

April,  1905. 

Blagdon  Reservoir,  trout,  8ilb.,  71b.  6oz.,  71b., 
6Jlb.,  61b.,  521b.,  4}lb.,  &\\h.,  and  7ilb.  Thames— 
Staines,  trout,  5}lb. ;  Surbiton,  trout,  71b.  lOoz. ; 
Cookham,  trout,  71b.  Wye,  Matlock  Bath,  trout, 
5lb.  13oz.  Coquet,  Northumberland,  trout, 
4lb.  2oz.  Erne,  Ireland,  trout,  4ilb.  Corrib, 
Ireland,  trout,  llijlb.  Wye,  Herefordshire,  perch, 
41b.  loz. 

May. 

Blagdon  Reservoir,  trout,  7ilb.,  5ilb.,  5ilb., 
4ilb.,  4ilb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  SJlb.,  4Jlb.,  4ilb.,  7Jlb., 
4flb.,  4ilb.,  44nb.,  431b.,  5Jlb.,  4.Jlb.,  4}lb.,  6ilb., 
4ilb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  and  6Jlb.  Kennet, 
Reading,  trout,  6.Jlb.  Colne,  Rickmansworth, 
trout,  51b.  6oz.  Thames — Henley,  trout,  4ilb.  ; 
Laleham,  trout,  71b.  ;  Staines,  trout,  5lb.  and 
6Jlb. ;  Chertsey,  trout,  61b. ;  Pangbourne,  trout, 
81b.  7oz.  ;  Bourne  End,  trout,  51b.  and  41b.  ; 
Marlow,  trout,  51b.,  4ilb.,  and  4pb. ;  Hambledon, 
trout,  91b.  lOoz.  ■  Lea,  Ware,  trout,  41b.  lOoz. 
Nadder,  Wiltshire,  trout,  81b.  Teme,  Powick, 
trout,  61b.,  51b.,  41b.,  and  41b.  Witton  Reservoir, 
trout,  6^1b.,  5^1b.,  and  44lb.  Fowey,  Cornwall, 
yellow  trout,  41b.  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  S.  ferox, 
81b.,  61b.,  and  84lb.  ;  ditto,  brown  trout,  61b. 
Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  brown  trout,  5}lb.,  4ilb., 
41b.,  and  41b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  brown  trout, 
71b.,  51b.,  41b.,  4^1b.,  9Alb.,  8ilb.,  71b.,  61b.,  and 
45lb.  Lough  Derg,  Ireland,  brown  trout,  4ilb. 
Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  brown  trout,  ejlb.  and  61b. 
Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  221b.  Loch  Cama, 
Scotland,  trout,  \\Vo.  and  4ilb.  Kilwinning,  Ayr, 
Scotland,  trout,  61b.  9oz.  Sharpillon  Mill,  Scot- 
land, trout,  45lb. 

June. 

Blagdon  Reservoir,  trout,  6ilb.,  61b.  9oz., 
61b.  5oz.,  4ilb.,  61b.,  5ilb.,  61b.,  61b.  2oz.,41b.  6oz., 
45lb.,  and  some  scores  of  others  weighing  between 
81b.  and  41b.  Thames  —  Pangbourne,  trout, 
7lb.  8oz.  ;  Godstowe,  trout,  7^1b. ;  Hampton  Court, 
trout,  Sjlb.  Colne,  Rickmansworth,  trout, 
61b.  2oz.,  51b.  5oz.,  and  5lb.  loz.  Colne,  Gloucester- 
shire, trout,  3|lb.  Woodburn  Basin,  Belfast, 
Ireland,  trout,  4jlb.  Westmeath  Lakes,  Ireland, 
trout,  51b.  Derg  Lakes,  Ireland,  trout,  45lb. 
Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  trout,  16ilb.,  9^1b.,  6ilb., 
and  5lb.  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  trout,  5Jlb.,  61b., 
5lb.,  5ilb.,  and  95lb.  Shannon,  Ireland,  trout, 
5ilb.  Overscaig,  Lairg,  Scotland,  trout,  5jlb.,  5jlb., 
S.  ferox,  7ilb.,  6^1b.,  and  5Jlb.  Kintore,  Scot- 
land, trout,  4flb.  Lochinver,  Scotland,  trout, 
S.  ferox,  4Jlb.  Achanalt,  Scotland,  trout,  6Jlb. 
Conon,  Scotland,  trout,  4^1b.  Shinness,  Scotland, 
trout,  S.  ferox,  81b.  Avon,  Salisbury,  trout,  8|lb., 
61b.  14oz.,  4^1b.,  and  41b.  Thames — Henley,  chub, 
51b. ;  Chertsey,  bream,  4Slb.,  and  barbel,  45lb. 
Little  Ouse,  Brandon,  chub,  4ilb.  Wharfe,  Tad- 
caster,  Yorkshire,  barbel,  5^1b.  Derwent,  Malton, 
Yorkshire,  pike,  201b.  and  181b.  Corrib,  Ireland, 
pike,  21ilb.  and  25^1b.  Allen,  Dorchester,  roach, 
21b.  5oz. 

July. 

Colne,  Uxbridge,  trout,  5lb.  Ballynahinch, 
Ireland,  trout,  51b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout, 
71b.,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and  4.^1b.  Lough  Melvin, 
Ireland,  trout,  54lb.  and  61b.,  S.  ferox,  101b. 
Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.,  5ilb.,  851b., 


6ilb.,  and  5ilb.  Loch  Shin,  Scotland,  trout, 
121b.  2oz.  Loch  Achanalt,  Scotland,  trout,  61b.  9oz., 
5Jlb.,  and  4ilb.  Lochinver,  Scotland,  trout, 
S.  ferox,  5.}lb.  Loch  Assynt,  Scotland,  trout, 
S.  ferox,  5lb.  Lairg,  Scotland,  trout,  S.  ferox, 
6|lb.  Durness,  Scotland,  trout,  4ilb.  and  4ilb. 
Thames — Walton,  barbel,  81b.  15oz.  ;  Twickenham, 
eel,  71b. ;  Teddington,  barbel,  61b.  Penn  Ponds, 
Richmond,  carp,  11  lb.  15oz.  Home  Park,  Rich- 
mond, carp,  91b.  Beane,  Herts,  dace,  1  lb.  6oz. 
Exmouth,  bass,  7ilb.  and  91b.  Weymouth,  bass, 
101b.  Penzance,  bass,  IS^lb.  and  7ilb.  Nene, 
Lincoln,  bream,  41b.  13oz.  Ouse,  Hunts,  bream, 
4|lb.  Ashton,  Lancashire,  bream,  4|lb.  and  5Jlb. 
Witham,  Lincoln,  bream,  5ilb.  51b.,  and  4flb. 
Hull,  Yorks,  bream,  4|lb.  WooUey  Dam,  Yorks, 
bream,  61b.    Tadcaster,  Yorks,  barbel,  71b. 

August. 

Thames,  Sunbury,  trout,  51b.  Blagdon  Reservoir, 
trout,  51b.,  431b.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  41b.,  and  41b.  Dart, 
Devon,  trout,  SJlb.  Loch  Rosque,  Scotland,  trout, 
51b.  60Z.,  51b.  3oz.  Loch  Luichart,  Scotland, 
trout,  5ilb.  Loch  Marie,  Scotland,  trout,  51b. 
Upper  Flag,  trout,  51b.  Loch  Monar,  trout,  4ilb. 
Overscaig,  Scotland,  trout,  5ilb.  Loch  Achanalt, 
Scotland,  trout,  5^1b.  Loch  Lurgain,  Scotland, 
trout,  71b.  Loch  Leven,  Scotland,  trout,  4pb. 
Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and  5ilb., 
gillaroo,  5|lb.,  and  S.  ferox,  5 Jib.  Lough  Conn, 
Ireland,  trout,  51b. ;  ditto,  pike,  21  lb.  and  221b. 
Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  71b.  Lough 
Corrib,  Ireland,  trout,  16Jlb.  and  4 Jib.  ;  ditto,  pike, 
191b.  and  IS^lb.  Weymouth,  bass,  7ilb.,  141b., 
and  14ilb.  Felixstowe,  bass,  8Jlb.  Exe  Canal, 
perch,  3Jlb.  Exmouth,  bass,  lOJlb.  Avon,  Hants, 
chub,  6.ilb.,  61b.,  5.ilb.,  5lb.,  51b.,  4Slb.  Thames, 
Shiplake,  roach,  21b.  2oz.,  21b.  IJoz.,  21b.  Joz. 
Welsh  Harp,  Hendon,  bream,  51b.  Severn,  bream, 
5Jlb.  Nene,  Lincoln,  roach,  21b.  12oz.  ;  ditto, 
bream,  5Jlb.  Welland,  roach,  21b.  2oz.  Adur,  ^ 
Sussex,  roach,  21b.  4oz.  Wey,  Surrey,  carp,  lOJlb. ; 
ditto,  bream,  51b.  2oz.  Thames — Teddington, 
barbel,  7ilb.  and  61b. ;  Tilehurst,  barbel,  61b.  lOoz. 

September. 

Blagdon  Reservoir,  trout,  71b.,  51b.,  5^1b.,  4Jlb., 
5^1b.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  5ilb.,  41b.,  31b.  14oz.,  4ilb., 
3ilb.,  41b.,  3|lb.,  4flb.,  31b.  14oz.,  51b.,  3Jlb., 
41b.  loz.,  41b.,  61b.,  51b.,  6ilb.,  41b.  2oz.,  51b.,  8flb., 
51b.,  41b.,  41b.,  31b.  14oz.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  51b.  9oz., 
41b.  3oz.,  5ilb.,  3|lb.,  51b.,  6|lb.,  31b.  lOoz., 
41b.  lOoz.,  31b.  lOoz.,  41b.  3oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  4ilb., 
41b.  2oz.,  51b.,  3|lb.,  and  4ilb.  Loch  Finn,  Scot- 
land, trout,  S.  ferox,  12Jlb.  Loch  Rosque,  Scot- 
land, trout,  41b.  lOoz.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland, 
trout,  41b.  12oz.,  5|lb.,  61b.,  5\\h.,  4|lb.,  7flb., 
7ilb.,  51b.  loz.,  and  gillaroo,  4}lb.  Lough  Melvin, 
Ireland,  trout,  S.  ferox,  6|lb.  Lough  Pontoon, 
Ireland,  trout,  5  Jib.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  trout, 
51b.,  4ilb.  Thames  —  Marlow,  barbel,  7  Jib. ; 
Teddmgton,  barbel,  7ilb.,  7Jlb.,  and  51b.;  Old 
Windsor,  barbel,  6Jlb.  Trent,  Newark,  barbel, 
6ilb. ;  Collingham,  barbel,  7ilb.  ;  Muskham,  barbel, 
71h.  lOoz.  Colne,  trout,  4Slb. ;  ditto,  roach,  31b.  3oz. 
and  21b.  2oz. ;  ditto,  Uxbridge,  bream,  51b.  3oz. 
Bure,  Norfolk,  bream,  5Jlb.  Boroughbridge, 
Yorks,  barbel,  61b.  lOoz.  Wherrydown,  Cornwall, 
bass,  12Jlb.  Thames,  Bablock  Hythe,  roach, 
21b.  8oz.  Avon,  Ringwood,  roach,  21b.  3oz. 
Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  pike,  251b.  Lough  Conn, 
Ireland,  pike,  221b.  and  19|lb.  Pontoon,  Ireland, 
pike,  201b. 

October. 

Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  211b.,  221b.,  and 
191b.  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ireland,  pike, 
261b.,  241b.,  24Jlb.,  251b.,  22Jlb.,  271b.,  231b.,  191b., 
221b.,  201b.,  and  201b.  Pontoon,  Ireland,  pike, 
221b.  Thames— Laleham,  carp,  9  Jib. ;  Old  Windsor, 
carp,  81b.  Arun,  Amberley,  roach,  21b.  4oz. 
Chichester  Canal,  perch,  31b.  4oz. 

November. 

Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  271b.  and  21  lb.  Exe, 
Devonshire,  pike,  171b.  Lake,  near  Maidstone, 
Kent,  pike,  251b.  and  241b.  Thames,  Henley,  chub, 
41b.  loz.  Avon,  Christchurch,  chub,  41b.  2oz. ; 
ditto,  roach,  21b.  2oz. 

December. 

Deben,  Suffolk,  pike,  19Alb.  Avon,  Hants,  pike, 
2211b.  and  161b.  Burton  Constable,  Yorks,  pike, 
201b.  and  181b.  Frensham  Pond,  pike,  19Jlb. 
Thames,  Henley,  chub,  4.5lb.  and  4ilb. 
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January,  1906. 
Thames — Datchet,    chub,    S^lb. ;  Caversham, 
pike,  21  lb.  Kennet,  Newbury,  pike,  201b.  Burton 
Constable,  Yorks,  pike,  24Jlb.  and  20ilb.  Chichester 
CanaJ,  perch,  31b. 

Februaky. 

Kennet,  Hungerford,  pike,  251b.  Private  water, 
Norfolk,  pike,  251b.  Near  Maidstone,  pike,  26ilb. 
Severn.  Blackstone,  pike,  241b.  Wye,  Monmouth, 
pike.  221b.  Thames,  Shiplake,  pike,  20Jlb. 
Private  water,  Birmingham,  pike,  181b.  Avon, 
Christchureh,  chub,  51b.  lOoz.  Lough  Corrib, 
Ireland,  trout,  Sjlb.  and  4.^1b.  Lough  Curran, 
Lreland,  trout,  51b.  Chichester  Canal,  perch, 
21b.  7oz.  and  31b.  6oz. 

March. 

Avon— Ringwood,  pike,  18ilb.,  17ilb.,  le^lb.,  and 
161b. ;  Christchureh,  chub.  61b.  6oz.  Thames — 
Henley,  chub,  4flb. ;  Reading,  perch,  31b. 
Chichester  Canal,  perch,  31b.,  lOoz.  and  31b.  5f  oz. 
Ouse,  Holywell  Ferry,  pike.  161b.  Stom*,  Suffolk, 
pike,  161b.  5oz.  Ballyduff,  Ireland,  pike,  251b. 
Wye,  pike,  211b.  Trent,  pike,  22^1b.  Lough 
Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  191b.  Private  water,  pike, 
261b.  3oz.  Alfred  Jardine. 


A  SALMON  ANGLING  FEAT. 


Majob  G.  B.  McAndbew  (Inverness),  of  the 
Lincolnshire  Regiment,  fishing  Loch  Ness  from 


of  No.  1  on  the  rod.  Two  lively  salmon  of  20lb. 
and  21^1b.  respectively  on  one  rod,  successfully 
captured  in  stormy  weather  is  a  heroic  achieve- 
ment. This  phenomenal  incident  was  witnessed  by 
Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson,  Barrhill,  Ayrshire,  and 
Mr.  Williamson,  Springburn,  Glasgow ;  while 
Messrs.  Adam  Campbell  and  William  Macdonald, 
Fort  Augustus,  acted  aa  gillies  on  the  occasion. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  a  similar  event 
in  salmon  trolling  is  on  record — the  present  one, 
however,  has  marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
Loch  Ness.  Piscatob. 
March  18. 

P.S. — ^This  is  a  record  season  for  this  end  of 
Loch  Ness.  There  has  been  close  on  100  fish 
landed  already  to  the  Fort  Augustus  boats. 


LEISTEEING  SALMON  BY 
TOECHLIGHT. 


OuB  picture  is  from  "The  Fly- Fishers'  Text 
Book,"  published  in  1841,  and  shows  how  the  long 
salmon  leister  was  used  in  spearing  salmon.  A 
torch  was  held  near  the  water  to  show  the  position 
of  the  fish,  which  is  dazed  by  the  light.  We  fear 
that  in  some  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  leistering 
is  still  to  be  seen. 


No  fisherman  should  ever  allow-his  fishing  to  be 
stopped  by  a  broken  rod.  With  a  sharp  knife  and 
a  bit  of  waxed  thread — strong  linen  thread  is  the 
best — a  splice  can  generally  be  made,  and  it  is 
wonderful  how  strong  that  splice  \a,  however 
roughly  it  may  be  cut,  if  the  ends  are  firmly  lashed. 
When  the  break  is  at  the  ferrule,  or  in  the  case  of 
a  split  cane  rod,  the  broken  ends  should  be  laid  along- 
side each  other  and  then  lashed  together.  If  you 
have  no  thread  or  string,  cut  a  piece  ofE  the  worst 
end  of  your  line.  The  piece  cut  ofiE  can  always  be 
spliced  on  to  the  line  again,  and  it  is  better  even  to 
sacrifice  a  bit  of  line  than!_to,|lose  part  of  a  good 
day's  fishing. 

How  TO  Keep  Wobms  in  Condition. 

Here  is  a  recipe  for  keeping  a  good  stock  of 
worms  in  the  pink  of  condition.  In  most  gardens 
all  the  dead  leaves  in  the  autumn  are  collected  into 
a  big  heap.  These  are  used  in  due  course  for 
covering  up  seakale.  If  you  want 'to  eat  seakale 
in  perfection  don't  force  it,  but  cover  the  crowns 
with  wood  ashes  from  a  bonfire,  then  put  on  your 
seakale  pots,  and  finish  with  a  complete  covering 
of  dead  leaves.  "  What  on  earth  is  the  man  talking 
about?"  I  hear  someone  say;  "he  begins  with 
hints  for  fishing,  and  has  now  got  into  the  middle 
of  his  kitchen  garden."  Well,  a  good  dinner  is  a 
fitting  complement  to  a  good  day's  fishing,  and  if 
you  cannot  enjoy  your  broiled  trout,  Exmoor 
mutton,  and  seakale  after  a  cold  spring  day's  fish- 
ing, I  am  sorry  for  you.    Which  reminds  me  that 


Leistering  Salmon  in  the  Tweed  by  Torchlight  Seventy  Years  Ago. 


Chisholm's  Hotel,  Fort  Augustus,  on  Friday, 
March  16,  landed  three  prime  salmon,  191b.,  20lb., 
and  21Jlb.  respectively,  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, including  heavy  weather  on  a  lee  shore. 
Trolling  with  two  rods  and  a  hand-line  the  three 
salmon  were  struck  simultaneously,  or  with  con- 
flicting suddenness.  The  float  was  instantly  thrown 
overboard,  and  both  rods  grasped  in  a  twinkling. 
In  playing  salmon  No.  1,  the  float  which  was  lost 
to  view  reappeared  entangled  and  strained  between 
the  minnow  and  the  salmon's  nose.  On  this  fish 
being  landed  the  hand-line  was  at  once  seized, 
when  the  novelty  of  the  situation  was  surprisingly 
enhanced  by  the  discovery  of  salmon  No.  2,  and 
which  was  dexterously  secured.  The  Major's 
attention  was  then  wholly  directed  to  salmon 
No.  3,  which  was  playing  in  ferocious  style  danger- 
ously near  the  shore,  and  afforded  excellent  sport 
until  laid  alongside  its  fellows — making  a  hand- 
some "  basket  of  GOJlb.  Salmon  No.  1  on  the 
rod  with  salmon  No.  2  on  the  float  attached  were 
playing  the  game  of  "  tug-o'-war  "  with  each  other 
— which  conduct  accounted  for  the  erratic  behaviour 


SOME  ODDS  AND  ENDS. 


To  Spuce  Bboken  Rods. 

The  following  are  a  few  ideas  that  may  be  useful 
to  fishermen.  For  all  I  know  they  may  be  well 
known,  but  I  think  some  of  them  may  be  new.  I 
wonder  if  anyone  has  ever  tried  adhesive  plaster 
for  binding  the  splice  in  a  broken  rod.  I  have  just 
taken  off  the  whipping  from  a  broken  and  spliced 
butt  joint  and  lashed  it  up  again  with  Mead's 
adhesive  plaster.  The  operation  takes  less  than 
five  seconds.  I  tried  a  few  casts  with  the  rod  and 
found  the  binding  acted  admirably.  I  shall  always 
take  a  little  of  this  plaster  out  with  me  in  the 
future.  Even  if  the  join  wears  loose  it  can  always 
be  whipped  over  with  waxed  thread,  and  it  is  a 
great  advantage  to  have  something  that  will  hold 
the  two  ends  of  the  splice  firm  whilst  one  is  starting 
the  lashing.  But  I  fancy  the  plaster  would  cer- 
tainly last  through  a  day's  &hing.  The  idea 
occurred  to  me  through  seeing  cricket  bats  bound 
with  similar  plaster. 


if  you  can  get  your  potatoes  baked  in  a  bonfire,  you 
should  eat  Devonshire  cream  with  them.  But  to 
return  to  our  worms,  which  are  escaping  in  all 
directions.  This  winter,  when  I  began  taking  the 
leaves  away  from  the  leaf  heap,  I  found  the  finest 
lobworms  of  all  sizes  I  have  ever  seen.  They  were 
absolutely  brilliant  in  colour,  and  almost  trans- 
parent. The  lesson  is  obvious  for  those  who  have 
gardens  and  want  worms  in  the  winter.  The  leaf 
heap  itself  will  attract  a  certain  quantity  of  worms, 
and  I  should  say  any  amount  might  be  stored  there 
by  collecting  them  after  wet  days  in  the  autumn. 
I  don't  think  any  ordinary  frost  would  get  through 
two  or  three  feet  of  leaves. 

A  Cold  Lunch  on  a  Hot  Day. 

Here  is  a  suggestion  for  a  fishing  lunch  on  a  hot, 
tiring  day.  "  Confoimd  the  fellow,  if  he  hasn't  got 
back  to  eating  agam!  Why  he  has  only  just 
finished  his  dinner. "  Sandwiches  (except  cucumber) 
are  dry  and  thirst- provoking,  so  are  hard-boiled 
eggs.  Try  a  soft-boiled  egg  and  brown  bread  and 
butter.    Some  brown  breads  keep  very  moist  and 
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fresh.  You  can  easily  eat  the  egg  with  a  crust  of 
bread  as  a  spoon,  and  if  your  fingers  do  get  sticky, 
have  you  not  the  whole  river  to  wash  them  in  ?  I 
find  a  soft-boiled  egg  almost  as  good  as  a  drink. 
If  you  prefer  a  sandwich,  try  a  slice  of  beetroot  in 
it.  On  a  really  hot  day  a  few  apples  or  tomatoes, 
if  they  can  be  obtained,  are  all  the  lunch  I  want. 
There  is  one  great  advantage  about  eggs,  apples,  or 
tomatoes,  and  that  is,  that  if  you  wade  too  deep 
and  your  basket  gets  awash,  your  lunch  will  not 
be  spoilt. 

How  TO  Unstop  Stoppers. 

When  a  joint  breaks  o£E  just  above  the  ferrule  it 
is  very  easy  to  make  a  good  join  by  shoving  the 
broken  end  of  the  upper  joint  into  the  ferrule  if 
you  can  extract  the  broken  bit-  Sed  revocare  that 
is  the  job.  Most  fishermen  know  that  a  gate  is  the 
best  extempore  vice  for  gripping  the  broken  end. 
This  reminds  me  of  another  hint.  Many  cheap 
rods — and  my  favourite  trout  rod  is  a  very  cheap 
one — have  wooden  stoppers  for  the  ferrules.  Take 
the  advice  which  was  given  to  me  (and  which  I  didn't 
follow)  and  chuck  them  into  the  fire.  It  may  save 
you  a  lot  of  trouble  and  hard  swearing.  Of  course, 
the  advice  does  not  apply  to  those  nice  cork  stop- 
pers we  find  in  well-finished  rods.  I  well  remember 
one  broiling  hot  August  day  starting  out  to  fish  the 
Kentish  Stour.  I  tried  to  take  the  stoppers  out  of 
my  trout  rod  in  the  train,  but  couldn't  move  the 
stopper  from  the  butt  joint.  I  held  a  lighted 
match  to  the  ferrule,  but  the  stopper  wouldn't 
move.  The  ferrule  got  so  hot  that  I  couldn't 
touch  it,  but  the  stopper  still  stuck  fast.  It  was 
not  ea.^y  to  get  a  grip  of  the  stopper  owing  to  its 
shape,  but  at  last,  by  cutting  a  groove  and  fixing  a 
lashing  of  trebled  string  on  to  it,  I  got  a  firm  hold, 
and  after  desperate  struggles  at  length  drew  the 
obstruction.  I  at  once  threw  the  stoppers  out  of 
the  window. 

Feathers  fob  Hackles. 
All  sorts  of  birds'  feathers  are  used  for  hackles, 
but  I  don't  remembor  having  heard  of  those  from 
the  golden  plover  being  used.  There  is  a  feather 
from  that  bird  with  a  dark  centre  and  yellowish 
tips  which  makes  a  capital  imitation  of  a  dark 
olive  dun's  legs. 

Sand  in  Waders. 
We  all  know  how  grit  and  sand  work  their  way 
through  the  thick  worsted  socks  which  we  wear 
over  our  waders.  A  roughly  made  linen  or  cotton 
sock  will  stop  the  sand  getting  through  and  pro- 
long the  life  of  the  waders. 

TiEiE  Comfort  of  a  Cushion. 
If  you  are  going  to  do  any  boat  fishing,  get  an 
air  cushion  to  sit  on.  Apart  from  the  comfort  of  a 
soft  seat,  the  cushion  gives  you  a  dry  island  to  sit 
on  when  the  seat  of  the  boat  is  streaming  with 
water.  With  such  a  cushion  and  oil-skin  coat  and 
trousers  you  can  fish  through  the  wettest  day — I 
won't  say  with  comfort,  for  to  me  there  is  no  com- 
fort in  fishing  in  driving  wind  and  rain,  but  without 
getting  wet  through.  W.  E.  B. 


PKESENTATION  TO 

ME.  THOMAS  COLES. 


Anglers  representing  156  branches  of  the 
Birmingham  and  District  United  Angling  Asso- 
ciation were  gathered  together  at  the  Old  Royal, 
Temple-row,  on  Saturday,  March  17,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  honour  to  their  chief,  Mr.  T.  Coles, 
who  has  occupied  the  position  of  president  of  the 
association  for  the  past  twenty-three  years.  The 
occasion  was  the  annual  dinner  of  the  association, 
and  the  members  had  decided  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  to  Mr.  Coles  an  illuminated 
address,  accompanied  by  a  purse  of  gold  (£50)  as  a 
token  of  their  esteem,  and  in  recognition  of  the 
valuable  services  he  has  rendered  the  association. 

Mr.  R.  Holding  presided,  and  after  the  loyal 
to  ist  and  that  of  the  association  had  beenjhonoured, 
proceeded  with  the  presentation  of  the  testimonial 
to  the  president.  He  remarked  that  the  history  of 
the  first  twenty-two  years  of  the  society  might 
truly  be  said  to  be  also  the  history  of  twenty- 
two  years  of  the  life  of  their  friend,  Mr.  Coles — 
(applause) — for  during  that  period  he  had  laboured 
for  them  most  faithfully  and  assiduously.  Since 
the  association  first  came  into  being  they  had  had 
two  secretaries,  a  dozen  vice-presidents,  and  a 
hundred  different  members  on  the  committee,  but 
they  had  only  had   one  president.  (Applause.) 


During  the  whole  period  of  his  presidency  Mr. 
Ooles  had  given  his  best  to  the  association,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  securing  those  privileges  from 
the  railway  companies  which  they  at  present 
enjoyed.  He  did  not  think  the  association  could 
claim  to  be  like  the  dragon,  which,  if  its  head  were 
cut  off,  grew  another  and  a  better  one ;  for  if  the 
association  lost  its  present  head,  great  difi&culty 
would  be  experienced  in  finding  another.  They 
were  taking  that  opportunity  of  presenting  Mr. 
Coles  with  tangible  proof  of  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  association,  and  he  might  mention 
that  when  the  matter  was  placed  before  the  rank  and 
file  they  responded  nobly.  He  had  great  pleasure 
in  asking  Mr.  Coles'  acceptance  of  an  illuminated 
address  and  a  purse  of  gold.    (Loud  applause.) 

In  returning  thanks  for  the  presentation,  Mr. 
Coles  referred  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  could 
lay  claim  to  be  one  of  the  architects  of  their  associa- 
tion. Looking  back  over  the  years  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  foundation  stone  was  laid,  he  felt 
he  could  justly  lay  claim  to  having  shared  their 
successes  and  reverses,  and  having  tried  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power  to  bring  together  those  units 
which  constituted  their  great  organisation — an 
organisation  which,  of  its  kind,  was  second  to  none 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  (Applause.)  One  great 
factor  in  the  success  they  had  achieved  was  the 


Mb.  Thosias  Coles. 


generous  treatment  they  had  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  various  railway  companies.  (Applause.)  The 
proceedings  of  that  evening  confirmed  him  in  the 
belief  that  if  a  man  did  his  best  in  this  world  he 
always  received  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
men.  He  trusted  that  for  the  remainder  of  his  days 
he  would  retain  the  respect  of  every  member  of  the 
society,  and  he  hoped  that  his  successor  would  be 
received  and  treated  with  the  same  kindness  and 
consideration  as  he  had.  (Applause.)  The  health 
of  the  president  was  then  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 


THE  USE  OF  THE 
ANGLING    ROD    IN  SALT 
WATER,  &c. 


[From   the   revised   editign  op    "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  late  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  184.) 

Winches  or  Reels  for  Sea- Angling. — Although 
the  largest  pike  or  salmon  winches  can  certainly  be 
used  for  sea-angling,  they  possess  two  serious 
objections,  the  first  being  that  the  steel  screws  and 
furnishings  are  always  rusting,  whilst  the  drums  are 
too  small  for  the  rapid  winding  required  when 
angling  in  considerable  depths.  To  supply  the 
desideratum  of  a  strong  and  rapid  winding  winch 
has  been  the  aim  of  several  tackle  makers,  and 
excellent  winches  have  been  made  at  prices  ranging 
from  £2  downwards.  They  are  chiefly  made  of  hard 
wood,  with  brass  furniture,  are  specimens  of  high 
mechanical  art,  but  until  prices  can  be  reduced 
considerably,  many  persons  will  make  their  old 
reels  do  the  work.  The  large  brass  salmon  reels 
can  certainly  be  used  in  sea-angling,  particularly 
if  brass  screws  are  changed  for  those  of  steel,  but 
the  barrels  are  generally  too  small  for  the  rapid 


winding  necessary  in  deep  water,  in  depths  under 
40ft.  the  slow  speed  of  winding  is  not  so  much  felt. 

The  Line.— Regarding  the  size  of  the  line. 
No.  4  is  a  very  good  size  for  hemp,  flax,  or 
cotton,  but  silk  lines,  either  plaited  or  cabled,  can 
be  made  of  sufficient  strength  of  No.  5  size,  and  I 
prefer  those  already  dressed  by  the  makers.  Off 
the  coasts  of  the  counties  nearest  to  London,  lines 
of  30yds.  length  are  in  general  sufficient,  but  ofE  the 
Devon  and  Cornish  coasts,  ivhere  water  of  greater 
depth  reaches  near  the  shore,  60yds.  length  is  little 
enough  to  carry  on  the  reel.  Whilst  on  the  subject 
of  lines  in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  angling 
rod  in  salt  water,  I  must  not  omit  one  caution  to 
the  fresh-water  angler,  namely,  that  he  should  be 
very  careful  as  to  using  an  old  pike  or  salmon  line, 
in  salt  water,  testing  it  severely  before  leaving  for 
the  coast,  and  daily  after,  for  salt  water  has  some 
injurious  influence  over  old  dressed  lines  which 
destroys  their  remaining  strength,  so  that  they  have 
often  failed  with  a  large  pollack,  bass,  or  cod.  It 
is  wise  to  provide  two  lines,  one  of  tanned  plaited 
hemp  or  flax,  a  second  finer.  The  feeling  is  in- 
creasing with  sea-anglers  that  silk  lines  are  untrust- 
worthy. 

The  eight-plait  flax  tanned  trolling  lines  are  very 
suitable  for  salt-watsr  angling :  in  fact,  there  can 
bo  no  kind  of  line  better  adapted  for  the  purpose  ; 
it  will  be  much  the  better  for  being  dressed  with 
some  stiffening  mixture,  and  I  have  not  found  any- 
thing more  effective  than  coal-tar  and  turpentine, 
the  only  objection  to  which  is  that  it  takes  a  long 
time  to  harden,  for  which  purpo.se  it  should  remain 
a  month  in  the  open  air  in  all  weathers,  and  be 
occasionally  rubbed  over  with  a  piece  of  upper 
shoe-leather,  which  will  smooth  all  inequalities. 

The  Collar,  Bottom,  or  Trace  should  be  7ft.  in 
length,  made  two-thirds  of  double  or  triple  twisted, 
and  one-third  of  selected  single  salmon  gut.  This 
if  joined  together  by  loops  will  stand  a  heavier 
strain  than  knotted,  but  spliced  gut  collars  must  be 
considered  best. 

Fly  Fishing-  at  Sea. 

The  use  of  the  fly,  with  and  without  the  angling 
rod,  is  of  old  date,  but  knowledge  of  the  practice 
has  been  confined  to  places  at  very  long  distances 
from  each  other.  In  favourable  positions  it  may 
be  followed  from  the  shore,  where  steep  rocks  with 
deep  water,  or  a  pier-head,  or  a  shingle  beach  at  the 
mouth  "of  a  bar  harbour  offer  points  of  vantage, 
whence  the  fly  or  some  artificial  bait  may  be  cast 
^vithout  the  embarrassment  of  a  steep  wall  of  clifiE 
behind.  These  points  of  vantage,  however,  are  few 
and  far  between,  but  are  more  or  less  frequent  on 
the  coasts  of  Yorkshire,  Devon,  and  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, and  the  Orkney  Isles,  but  there  are  many 
places  where  from  the  shore  flies  and  artificial  baits 
have  been  found  useless,  and  only  natural  baits  are 
productive  of  sport.  Fhes  and  artificial  baits  are 
not  only  useful  on  the  surface,  but  will  take  fish 
close  to  the  bottom,  especially  over  rocky  ground  on 
lines  attached  to  the  angling  rod,  used  either  with 
or  without  sinkers,  according  to  the  depth  of  water 
fished.  Pollack  or  coal-fish  can  be  taken  -with  the 
angling  rod  by  trailing  the  natural  and  artificial 
baits  close  to  the  shore  under  the  cliffs  from  as  little 
depth  as  two  fathoms  all  roimd  our  own  and  the 
French  coasts,  etc.  Where  the  fish  run  large,  one 
baited  hook  is  far  better  than  more  on  a  line, 
whether  the  angling  rod  or  the  line  alone  is  used. 
For  sinkers,  when  necessary,  either  those  of  canoe 
shape  or  the  Archer-Jardine  cigar-shaped,  non- 
slipping  leads  from  3oz.  upwards  are  very  suitable, 
as  they  can  both  be  attached  to  and  detached 
from  the  lines  so  readily.  The  use  of  the 
boat  leads  of  various  sizes,  fitted  with  projections 
of  four-fold  fishing  line,  by  which  they  are  inter- 
changeable at  pleasure,  is  a  practice  of  very  ancient 
date  with  Cornish  fishermen,  also  followed  at  Ply- 
mouth, where  wire  has  superseded  in  most  cases 
the  hemp  projection  or  booms. 

Flies. — For  materials,  the  whitest  goose  feathers 
to  be  procured,  with  such  blue,  green,  red,  and 
yellow  feathers  and  wools  as  are  commonly  used  to 
tie  flies  for  salmon  and  salmon  trout ;  also  any  of 
this  kind  half  worn  out  may  be  used  for  sea  fishing, 
and  if  of  a  dark  colour  a  few  fibres  of  white  goose 
feather  may  be  added  to  the  wings  with  advantage. 
The  following  are  those  most  adapted  for  general 
use : — 

1st.  A  salmon  fly,  red  body,  gold  tinsel,  a  bushy 
tail,  gaudy  and  white  wings. 
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2nd.  Irish  or  Scotch  rolled  fly,  if  fly  it  may  be 
called,  either  "with  or  without  a  red  worsted  body. 
The  feather  to  be  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the 
neck  of  a  white  goose  in  the  back,  just  between  the 
wings,  then  to  be  roUed  up  like  a  leaf  between  the 
fingers,  and  lashed  on  by  the  root  of  the  feather  to 
the  head  of  the  hook,  so  that  it  may  point  straight 
back  over  the  hook.  This  is  a  very  effective  bait, 
and  has  long  been  a  favourite  on  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  coasts,  although  I  have  not  heard  of  its  use 
elsewhere. 

3rd.  Hearder's  fly  or  feather  bait.  This  is  made 
with  two  small  red  or  white  goose  feathers  tied  flat 
one  on  each  side  of  the  hook  without  a  body. 

These  three  flies  may  be  made  on  hooks  Nos.  8, 
9,  10,  or  11,  according  to  the  sized  fish  expected  to 
be  met  with. 

4th.  A  plain  white  fly,  consisting  of  white  wings 
cut  from  the  quill-feathers  of  a  goose  or  swan  on  a 
bare  white  hook,  No.  10. 

oth.  White  fly  of  a  large  size,  hook  No.  8,  body 
red,  green  or  blue  wool,  ribbed  with  gold  and  silver 
twist  or  flattened  wire,  or  the  body  red,  green,  and 
blue  wool  in  succession,  without  gold  or  silver  wire. 

6th.  "The  Shaldon  Shiner,"  so  named  from  the 
village  of  Shaldon  on  the  west  side  of  Teignmouth 
harbour,  close  to  which  this  fly  was  used  with  great 
success  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Hele,  one  of  the 
most  expert  fly-fishers  of  his  day  both  in  salt  and 
fresh  water,  and  through  whom  the  author  was 
induced  to  adopt  fly-fishing  at  sea.  It  is  a  kind  of 
imitation  of  the  Dragon  Fly.  The  body  is  as  thin  as 
possible,  being  nothing  but  flattened  silver  wire,  a 
small  brush  of  scarlet  feather  for  the  tail,  a  little 
green,  blue,  and  red  dublyng  out  of  an  old  turkey 
carpet  for  the  shoulders,  and  bright  blue  wings,  to 
which  add  half  a  dozen  fibres  of  goose  feather  in 
front.  With  this,  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  a  river- 
harbour,  or  in  the  pools  just  inside,  you  will  probably 
take  a  sea-trout  or  two,  or  even  a  salmon,  particu- 
larly if  you  fish  at  the  beginning  of  the  ebb  tide. 
Make  it  on  a  9,  10,  or  11  hook.  In  the  Taw 
and  Torridge  estuary  at  Instow,  N.  Devon,  the 
fly  in  use  is  made  with  white  and  grey  feathers, 
and  a  silver  body,  and  with  this  great  sport  is 
frequently  obtained. 

A  rough  but  aseful  fly  may  be  made  out  of  white 
goat's-hair,  with  a  body  of  red  wool.  The  beard  on 
account  of  its  length  is  preferred,  but  that  from  the 
body  if  long  enough  will  also  answer.  Flies  without 
bodies  are  also  very  efficient. 

Two  flies  will  be  quite  as  many  as  you  can  con- 
veniently cast,  and  more  will  only  embarrass  you, 
but  if  not  accustomed  to  fly  fishing  in  fresh  water 
as  well  as  to  boating  at  sea,  employ  a  man  to  pull, 
for  you  will  find  it  rather  awkward  work  to  manage 
the  rod  and  keep  your  footing  in  the  boat  at  the 
same  time,  and  had  better  be  satisfied  with  to^ving 
or  trailing  yotir  line  after  the  boat,  until  you  have 
practised  throwing  a  fly  on  shore.  The  loops  at  the 
heads  of  the  flies  should  be  either  of  fine  silk  line, 
fine  snoodmg,  or  double  twisted  gut,  or  the  turned- 
down  eyed  hooks  may  be  used. 

Use  of  the  Gear  or  Tackle. — If  alone  let  out 
about  20yd8.  of  line  and  pull  leisurely  along,  resting 
the  rod  against  a  thowl-pin  in  the  after  rowlock.  If 
with  an  assistant,  hold  the  rod  in  your  hand.  If 
you  feel  a  fish  or  see  a  rise,  strike  gently  and  draw 
the  fish  towards  you,  by  bending  the  rod  backwards 
until  you  can  take  hold  of  the  line,  when  you  may 
lift  the  fish  on  board  if  of  moderate  size.  If,  how- 
ever, the  fish  should  be  large,  on  no  account  touch 
the  line,  but  play  him  as  you  would  a  salmon  or 
any  other  large  fish,  and  when  exhausted,  reel  up 
the  line  until  you  have  no  more  out  than  the  length  of 
the  rod,  then  inclining  it  backwards,  strike  your 
gaff  into  him,  under  the  throat  if  possible,  and  lift 
him  on  board.  A  landing-net  with  the  handle 
only  about  a  foot  long  is  more  convenient  than  a 
gaff,  where  the  fi.sh  are  of  a  moderate  size. 

As  good  a  gaff  as  can  be  used  is  a  hake  or  bonita 
hook,  2in.  in  width,  from  point  to  shank,  lashed  on 
to  a  stick  2ft.  in  length,  as  a  salmon  gaff  is  too 
good  for  the  purpose,  and  soon  gets  rusty  and 
spoiled.    File  off  nearly  all  the  barb  of  the  hook. 

When  employing  an  assistant  from  amongst 
sailors  or  fishermen,  it  is  very  necessary  to  caution 
him  against  catching  the  line  without  orders  to  that 
effect,s,as  in  the  excitement  caused  by  seeing  a  large 
fish  circling  round  the  boat,  he  is  almost  certain  to 
do,  not  reflecting  that  the  elasticity  of  the  rod 
favours  your  tackle,  and  will  enable  you  to  kill  a 
much  larger  fish  than  if  the  line  were  held  in  the 
band. 

Boat — ^The  best  boat  for  this  fishing  is  a  yacht's 


punt,  or  dinghy,  or  boat  of  similar  build,  not  less 
than  12ft.  nor  more  than  15ft.  in  length,  as  these 
boats  are  light,  steady  on  the  water,  and  row  suffi 
ciently  fast  for  the  purpose  ;  but  if  unacquainted 
with  boating  at  sea,  leave  the  selection  to  your 
assistant. 

You  may  fish  under  sail,  in  larger  boats,  but  the 
rod  is  better  dispensed  with,  and  whiffing  lines 
should  then  alone  be  used  with  the  fly-trace. 

If  you  prefer  a  short-handled  net  for  getting  your 
fish  on  board,  procure  a  forked  branch  of  a  tree, 
of  any  tough  or  flexible  wood,  and  bending  the  ends 
round,  lash  them  together  with  waxed  twine, 
leaving  the  handle  about  a  foot  in  length  ;  this  is 
much  preferable  to  an  iron  ring,  on  account  of  rust, 
but  if  for  the  sake  of  portability  in  travelling  you 
prefer  a  metal  hoop,  folding  or  not,  it  should  be 
galvanised,  unless  made  of  brass,  which  breaks 
frequently  in  the  joints  and  is  more  expensive. 
When  you  see  a  shoal  of  fish  break  the  surface  of 
the  water,  row  to  windward  and  cast  as  for  salmon 
or  trout.  If  you  wish  to  trail  entirely  you  may 
venture  on  four  flies  on  the  trace,  where  the  fish 
run  small,  but  for  casting  two  are  quite  sufficient, 
more  being  difficult  to  manage.  Any  artificial  baits, 
such  as  spinners,  sand-eels,  or  herring-fry  (locally 
called  "  brit "),  may  be  used  in  the  same  manner. 

Sheaf  Fishing. — This  plan  of  fishing  is  followed 
on  the  Scotch  and  Irish  coasts  with  several  rods 
of  from  12ft.  to  15ft.  in  length,  and  where  the  fish 
are  plentiful,  pollack  and  coalfish  (often  known  as 
Ijrthe  and  saithe)  are  taken  in  large  numbers,  and 
sometimes  mackerel.  It  is  termed  sheaf  fishing, 
either  because  as  many  as  nine  rods  are  taken  on 
board  the  boat  at  one  time,  and  when  lashed  up 
into  a  faggot  form  something  like  a  sheaf  of  straw, 
or  because  a  sheaf  of  straw  is  actually  used  to 
retain  the  rods  in  then'  required  positions  during  their 
use.  This  sheaf  of  straw  is  lashed  to  a  board 
placed  across  the  boat  about  3ft.  in  advance  of  the 
stern,  into  which  the  rods  are  stuck,  spreading  out 
like  a  fan  over  the  stern  and  quarters  of  the  boat. 
The  line  of  strong  sftoding  or  horsehair  is  used 
about  18in.  longer  than  the  rods,  and  the  hook,  on 
double  or  strong  single  gut,  is  baited  with  a  particu- 
lar goose  feather,  placed  on  the  hook  in  a  peculiar 
way,  not  having  the  appearance  of  a  fly,  but  rather 
that  of  a  small  fish.  This  feather  is  first  rolled 
up  as  one  might  roll  a  small  leaf,  and  firmly 
lashed  on  to  the  head  of  the  hook,  at  the  root  part. 
If  the  line  were  more  than  18in.  longer  than 
the  rod,  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  lifting  the 
fish  into  the  boat.  The  extraordinary  number  of 
nine  rods  is  taken  into  the  boat  in  case  of  loss  or 
breakage,  but  half  a  dozen  only  are  commonly  used 
at  once,  the  other,  with  linos  and  hooks  wound 
round  them,  being  kept  ready  for  action  at  a 
moment's  notice,  in  order  that  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  this  method  of 
fishing  is  commonly  practised,  for  it  would  not  do 
to  be  refitting  the  rods  when  they  ought  to  be 
at  work.  These  rods  are  made  of  good  red  pine 
l^in.  thick  at  the  butt,  tapering  up  to  fin.  thick- 
ness at  the  top.  For  safety  in  case  of  breaking 
the  rod,  the  line  should  come  down  the  whole  length 
of  the  rod  to  the  butt.  The  favourite  feather  used 
is  taken  from  a  white  goose  at  the  bottom  of  the 
neck  on  the  back,  just  between  the  wings.  One 
goose  does  not  afford  many  of  these  feathers.  The 
rods  when  stuck  in  the  sheaf  of  straw  stretch  out 
horizontally,  and  the  tops  ought  to  be  Gin.  to  12in. 
above  the  water.  In  addition  to  the  board  upon 
which  the  sheaf  of  straw  is  placed,  a  second  is 
laid  across  from  gunwale  to  gimwale,  a  little  in 
advance  of  the  other,  for  the  fisherman  to  sit  on, 
so  as  to  enable  him  to  look  down  conveniently  upon 
his  rods.  The  boat  is  kept  in  motion  by  a  second 
fisherman,  who  pulls  along  slowly  in  successive 
circles  of  from  50yds.  to  70yds.  diameter.  The 
feather-bait  is  represented  with  the  flies,  any  of 
which  can  likewise  be  used  with  the  rods,  just  as 
this  feather-bait  may  be  used  for  fly-fishing  for 
bass  or  mackerel  on  either  rods  or  whiffing-lines. 
{To  be  continued.) 


BROWN    TROUT    FOR   THE  BRITISH 
CENTRAL  AFRICA  PROTECTORATE. 


Me.  C.  0.  Cadman,  of  the  North  of  England  Fish 
Hatchery,  Barrasford-on-Tyne,  Northumberland, 
sends  me  the  following : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent 
to  me  by  Sir  Alfred  Sharpe,  H.M.  Commissioner, 
British  Central  Africa  Protectorate,  regarding  an 


experiment  we  have  been  making  to  introduce 
brown  trout  into  British  Central  Africa. 

"  From  the  enclosed  you  will  see  the  diflBculties 
we  have  had  to  contend  with. 

"  We  were  only  allowed  a  certain  amount  of 
weight,  so  I  could  not  have  ice-chests  constructed 
to  carry  ice  to  last  the  ten  days.  I  was  therefore 
obliged  to  design  a  box  with  a  freezing  apparatus 
which  would  act  in  the  same  way  as  melting  ice. 

"As  far  as  I  can  see  from  the  notes  I  have  had 
from  Sir  Alfred  Sharpe,  something  must  have  failed 
to  act  inside  the  box,  as  it  did  so  well  at  first,  and 
then  the  temperature  suddenly  rose  from  forty-six 
degrees  to  eighty  degrees. 

"  This  experiment  has  opened  up  many  points 
to  work  upon,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  at  a  suitable 
season  and  with  other  improved  arrangements,  the 
thing  will  be  a  success. 

"  The  Commissioner  mentions  in  his  letter  that 
Jvme  and  July  are  the  coolest  months  out  there, 
so  it  would  be  very  much  easier  to  send  out  rainbow 
ova,  as  you  will  know  they  spawn  so  much  later 
than  brown  trout. 

"  However,  I  hope  to  hear  that  some  of  the 
brown  trout  ova  have  hatched  out,  and  will  let 
you  know  later. — Yours  faithfully,  , 

"d  C.  Cadman." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Sir  Alfred  Sharpe's 
letter  to  Mr.  Cadman : — 

"  Government  Offices, 
"  Zomba,  British  Central  Africa, 
"Feb.  3. 

"  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  an 
experiment  has  recently  been  made  in  the  intro- 
duction of  brown  trout  into  the  British  Central 
Africa  Protectorate. 

"  With  the  consent  of  the  Colonial  Office,  I 
brought  out  15,000  ova  last  month  in  a  specially- 
constructed  case  to  Chinde,  on  the  east  coast  of 
Africa,  by  the  Deutsche-Ost  Afrika  Linie.  From 
that  port  the  box  was  brought  up  the  Zambesi  and 
Shire  Rivers  to  Zomba,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Government  of  this  Protectorate. 

"  As  far  as  the  port  of  Chinde,  owing  to  the  kind 
help  given  by  the  shipping  company,  I  had  no 
difficulty.  The  case  was  kept  at  a  uniform  tempe- 
rature of  39deg.  throughout  the  voyage,  and  was 
landed  at  Chinde  well  stocked  with  ice,  and  ten 
bags  of  ice  were  also  given  me,  which,  it  was  hoped, 
would  last  some  days,  to  enable  me  to  restock  the 
box  from  time  to  time.  On  leaving  Chinde  the 
shade  temperature  averaged  from  95deg.  to  106deg., 
and  the  journey  up  the  Zambesi  and  Shire  Rivers, 
and  overland  to  Zomba,  took  seven  days. 

"  The  ova  were  supplied  by  the  North  of  England 
Fish  Hatchery,  Barrasford-on-Tjue,  who  have 
taken  a  great  interest  in  the  experiment. 

"  The  supply  of  ice  lasted  tliree  days  from  the 
date  of  departure  from  Chinds,  and  I  then  put  into 
operation  a  special  freezing  and  cooling  apparatus 
which  the  hatchery  had  arranged  inside  the  box. 
This  was  successful  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
reducing  temperature,  so  much  so  that  on  arrival  at 
Chiromo,  where  the  Ruo  River  joins  the  Shire, 
although  the  outside  shade  temperature  was  over 
lOOdeg.,  the  temperatiwe  inside  the  box  was  only 
46deg. 

"  From  Chiromo  upwards  the  box  had  to  be 
carried  in  an  iron  barge,  unprotected  from  the  sun 
except  by  numerous  blankets  and  sail  cloths  kept 
damp.  The  temperature  inside  the  box  gradually 
rose  to  SOdeg.,  the  temperature  of  the  air  being  over 
lOOdeg.,  and  that  of  the  water  of  the  Shire  River 
90deg. 

"  It  will  be  realised  that  under  these  conditions 
the  hope  of  gettmg  the  ova  alive  to  Zomba  was  a 
faint  one. 

"  On  reaching  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Shire  River,  the  box  (weighing  some  4cwt.)  was 
carried  by  native  porters  night  and  day  overland 
through  the  mountains,  until  it  reached  Zomba.  a 
distance  of  70  miles,  where  it  arrived  after  two  daya 
journey.  The  stream  in  which  the  ova  were  deposited 
is  on  a  high-lying  plateau  5000ft.  above  sea-level — 
an  ideal  spot  for  the  acclimatisation  of  trout. 

"  Unfortunately,  however,  when  the  box  was 
opened  and  the  ova  placed  on  the  gi-avel  beds  pre- 
pared for  them,  it  was  found  that  almost  all  were 
dead  and  decomposing,  owing,  I  presume,  to  the 
great  heat  experienced  on  the  journey.  There  are 
just  a  few  which  are  more  or  less  transparent,  and 
there  is  a  bare  chance  that  these  may  hatch  out. 
Should  they  do  so,  I  will  let  you  know. 

"  I  feel  convinced  that  if  ova  can  be  brought  out 
in  the  month  of  June,  when  the  temperature  on  the 
ZambesifandTShire  Rivers  does  not  exceed  60deg. 
to  70deg.,  and,  provided  that  a  large  block  of  solid 
ice  could  be  prepared  on  the  ocean  steamer  and 
carried  up  with  the  ova  box,  the'experiment  might 
succeed.-^!  am.  etc.,  "  Alfred  Sharpe." 
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BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  DINNER, 
Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Wednesday 
EvBNmo,  Mabch  21,  1906. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Churchill,  G.C.V.O., 
presided  at  the  thirteenth  annual  dinner  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  held  on  Wednesday 
evening  last  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Lord  Desborough 
being  in  the  vice -chair.  The  popularity  of 
this,  the  largest  angling  society  of  the  world — 
numbering,  as  its  members  do,  over  1300 
names,  having  over  300  fishing  stations  round 
our  coasts,  permanent  rooms  in  Fetter-lane, 
London,  containing  a  museum  of  specimens 
of  British  sea  fish  and  a  library  containing  many 
valuable  works  of  reference  upon  the  subjects  of 
sea  fish  and  fisheries,  and  weekly  and  other  meetings 
all  the  year  round — was  fully  evidenced  by  the 


large  and  influential  attendance  at  the  dinner,  there 
being  over  250  members  and  their  friends  present. 
The  arrangements  were  admirably  designed  by  the 
Dinner  Committee,  and  most  successfully  carried 
out  by  them,  with  the  valuable  assistance  of  the 
indefatigable  secretary,  Mr.  James  Pickup. 

The  large  hall  was  full,  but  by  the  admirable " 
seating,  ample  room  and  ventilation  were  secured  to 
every  guest — not  the  least  pleasing  portion  of  a 
good  dinner.  The  menu  afforded  much  satisfac- 
tion ;  it  was  simple  but  sufficing,  and  everything 
perfect  of  its  kind. 

And  the  programme  of  both  toasts,  speeches, 
and  music  had  been  with  rare  judgment  kept 
within  bounds,  terminating  in  good  time — a  boon 
too  often  denied  at  similar  functions.  There  was 
ample  evidence  of  the  powerful,  if  sometimes, 
drastic,  management  which  has  placed  the  society 
whore  it  is. 


Letters  of  regret  were  read  from  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  unable  to  be  present.  Among  others. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earls  of  Denbigh  and  Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lords  Castleton  of  Upper  Ossory, 
Brassey,  K.C.B.,  Barrymore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Bucknill,  Lord  Claud  J.  Hamilton,  the  Prime 
Warden  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  T.  J. 
Barratt,  Esq.,  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq. 

Among  those  present  wore — Archer,  W.  F.  (H.M. 
Inspector  of  Fisheries),  Atkinson,  J.  A.,  Barber, 
R.,  Barker,  Harry,  Barton,  G.  Steventon,  Bass, 
Hubert,  Basten,  J.  H.,  Bates,  T.  B.,  Bates,  Walter, 
Bayman,  W.  H.,  Beasley,  G.  E.,  Beasley, 
G.  St.  Q.,  Beasley,  H.  G.,  Bewers,  W.  J., 
Bigsby,  J.  A.,  Birts.  W.  T.  W.,  Blake,  M.  F., 
Boulenger,  G.  A.,1  of  the  National  History 
Museum,  Boyton,  J.  H.,  Britten,  G.  H., 
Brown,  F.  C,  Bullock,  S.  W.,  Barning- 
ham,  T.  W.,  Burton,  0.  E.,  Clarke,  G.  Read, 


Clay,  F.  H.,  Qaye,  Kenneth  W.,  CoUey,  R.  T., 
Cook,  C.  H.,  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  Cooper,  W., 
Corfe,  R.  C.  Hardy,  Cowley,  G.  C,  Crisfield,  C.  J., 
Crocker,  T.  E.,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Desborough, 
Dawes,  G.,  Dight,  F.  C,  Sir  George  Doughty, 
M.P.,  Dr.  G.  Stanley  Elliot,  Fairburn,  G.  D., 
Fryer,  C.  E.  (H.M.  Inspector  of  Fisheries), 
Marston,  R.  B.,  Garstang  Walter,  of  the 
Biological  Laboratory,  Lowestoft,  Gale,  A.  H., 
Gardner,  A.  C,  Garnham,  H.  S.,  Gilby,  G.  J., 
Godfrey,  C.  F,  Good,  G.  J.,  Ham,  F.  S.,  Handley, 
C,  Handley,  0.  W.  C,  Handley,  C.  Wool  ton. 
Hardy,  Forster,  Harman,  E.,  Heam,  J.  N., 
Hiscocks,  E.  J.,  Hitchcock,  E.  C,  Holcombe, 
F.  D.,  Howes,  J.  B.,  Hughes,  C.  N.,  Posse,  A.  G., 
Hugman,  E.  E.,  Hyde,  Edgar,  Iceton,  W.,  Joicey, 
J.  J.,  Joliffe,  Capt.  Wilkes,  Keen,  H.  J.,  King, 
H.  J.,  Knight,  H.C.,  Krenkel,  A.,  Krenkel,E.,Lamb, 
E.  F.,  Mallett,  E.  M.,  Matthews,  D.,  Messervy, 


G.  J.,  Mignot,  A.,  Minchin,  C.  0.,  Nemey, 
R.  H.,  Nickels,  Wallace  C,  Nicol,  G.  R.,  Norman, 

F.  W.,  Oakeshott,  B.  M.,  Parker,  A.  W.,  Parker, 
J.  B.,  Phillips,  W.,  Pickup,  James  (secretary), 
Praed,  Mackworth  B.,  Preston,  E.  O.,  Rees,  R., 
Reeve,  W.  E.,  Reynolds,  W.  J.,  Risien,  J.,  Roberts, 
T.,  Rose,  C.  F.,  Schelling,  C,  Sheringham,  H.  T. 
(Field),  Jackson,  A.  E.  (Anglers'  News),  Simpson, 
C.  P.,  Sintzenick,  A.,  Smith,  Frederick,  Snape, 
E.  A.,  M.D.,  Steele-Perkins,  G.,  M.D.,  Stokes,  J.  M., 
Summers,  0.  L.,  Summers,  W.  K.,  Sultzberger,  A., 
Sword,  H.  C.  R.,  Smith,  Hayne,  Towse,  J.  Wrench, 
of  Fishmongers'  Hall,  Secretary  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Protection  Society ;  Towers,  A.  C,  Trewartha- 
James,  W.  H.,  Turner,  G.  D.,  Waller,  F.,  Wheeler, 

G.  ,  Willson,  W.  P„  Winslow,  Forbes,  M.D.,  Wood, 
A.  J.,  Woodward,  G.,  Zaehnsdorf,  J.  W. 

The  chairman  was  received  with  loud  cheers  on 
rising  to  propose  the  toast  of  His  Majesty  the  King, 
which  was  right  royally  received  and  drunk  with 
customary  enthusiasm.  That  of  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  Alexandra,  their  Royal  Highnesses  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Royal  Family  followed  in  due  course.  The  chair- 
man and  those  present  knew  that  they  were  no 
mean  devotees  of  the  sport  of  angling. 

The  chairman  then  rose  to  propose  what  he 
designated  as  being  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "The 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 'i  His  lordship  called 
to  their  recollection  that  last  year  he  had  under- 
taken to  preside  at  the  annual  dinner  and  had 
unfortunately  found  himself  unable  to  be  present. 
His  apology,  made  at  the  time,  had  evidently  been 
cheerfully  accepted,  and  he  now  begged  to  express 
his  thanks  for  being  again  asked  to  occupy  the 
chair  at  their  annual  dinner,  for  he  took  the  deepest 
interest  in  the  society's  work,  notwithstanding  that 
he  had  had  no  wide  experience  in  deep-sea  angling, 
though  he  had  always  been  a  keen  fly-fisher. 
Indeed,  his  earlier  recollections  of  sea  fishing  were 
of  a  primitive  kind,  off  the  west  coast  of  Ireland — 
hanging  over  the  stem  of  a  boat,  unprovided  with 
the  tackle  now  so  excellent  and  yet  so  common — no 
rod,nothing  but  the  old  hand-line — and  yet  hehooked 
a  huge  conger,  and  for  some  time  it  was  not  quite 
clear  who  was  to  remain  the  master.  But  bis 
companion,  with  ready  Irish  wit,  came  to  his 
assistance,  and  with  a  fearfully  constructed  weapon 
secured  and  despatched  it  after  much  trouble, 
otherwise  he  might  not  have  survived  to  become 
their  chairman  to-night. 

He  had  never  been  privileged  to  inspect  the 
museum  and  library  they  had  provided  at  the 
rooms  in  Fetter-lane,  or  to  be  present  at  the  very 
excellent  meetings  held  there — he  could  only 
suppose  for  the  purpose  of  telling  each  other 
many  fish  stories,  without  which,  according  to 
popular  belief,  no  fisherman  could  continue  to 
exist.  He  trusted  that  their  preserved  specimens 
and  the  related  experiences  of  the  members  were 
not  of  the  same  nature  as  those  recorded  by  the 
witty  author  of  "Three  Men  in  a  Boat."  He 
hoped  that  the  specimens  were  real  fish,  and  that 
their  capture  was  carefully  and  accurately  related. 

He  most  heartily  congratulated  them  upon  the 
results  of  the  past  year's  work,  so  clearly  detailed 
in  the  very  admirable  report  that  had  been  placed 
in  his  hands. 

The  success  of  their  various  competitions  and 
the  great  care  and  enterprise  evidenced  in  the 
carrying  of  them  out,  the  great  number  of  fishing 
stations  they  had  secured  round  the  coast,  and  the 
catches  of  great  fish  they  bad  chronicled,  fully 
proved  that  the  sporting  objects  of  the  Society  had 
been  energetically  pushed  forward ;  but  to  his 
mind  a  far  deeper  source  of  satisfaction  laid  in  the 
thoughtful  care  that  had  applied,  as  indeed  in 
this  country  it  had  always  been  applied,  by  all 
thoughtful  sportsmen,  to  the  study  of  what, 
though  it  became  their  prey,  was  a  vast  depart- 
ment of  the  created  life  upon  our  globe,  and  pro- 
vided a  vast  proportion  of  the  food  of  the  nation. 
In  their  endeavour  to  forward  the  interests  of 
and  secure  the  protection  of  the  British  Sea  Fish- 
eries throughout  the  kingdom,  they  were,  as 
Englishmen  always  want  to  do,  seeking  to  benefit 
their  fellow-countrymen  in  the  country  to  which 
they  belong.  There  was  no  need  for  him  to  urge 
them  to  persevere  in  the  good  work  they  were 
doing.  His  duty  was  to  propose  the  toast  o?  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  coupling  it  with  the 
name  of  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin,  the  excellent  chairman 
of  their  executive  committeej 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  honoured. 

Mr.  0.  0.  Minchin  was  received  with  cheers  on 
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rising  to  reply,  and  said  that  the  duty  and  the 
pleasure  of  replying  to  the  toast  should  have  fallen 
to  one  of  those  far-seeing  pioneers,  the  founders  of 
the  society,  who  thirteen  years  ago.  in  a  small 
room  in  the  Haymarket,  realising  the  growing 
interest  taken  in  the  sport  of  sea  angling,  and  with 
much  wisdom  and  knowledge  planned  the  work 
which  he  and  others  had  since  been  engaged  in 
carrying  out.  They  had  not  neglected  the 
sport,  as  the  vast  improvements  in  tackle  and 
in  the  manner  of  carrying  it  on  would  amply 
testify.  Prizes  had  been  provided  by  the  society 
with  a  view  to  encouraging  the  capture  of 
big  specimen  fish  without  fostering  an  appeal  to 
local  bodies  and  the  bringing  in  of  local  interests. 
At  their  300  stations  the  fishing  was  sometimes 
good  and  sometimes  middling,  but  whatever  it 
might  at  the  time  be,  an  enquiry  at  their  head- 
quarters would  inform  the  member  seeking  to  know. 
This  and  more  we  have  done  for  sport.  All  Britons 
love  sport.  We  cannot  all  have  salmon  rivers  and 
chase  the  lordly  tarpon,  but  aU  can  get  into  a  boat 
and  take  something  worth  having.  We  have  found 
for  men  an  active  employment  far  more  healthy 
than  the  mere  sauntering  and  idling  about  a  sea- 
side place. 

Their  museum  and  lifcrary  were  comparatively 
in  their  infancy,  and  while  not  providing  for  every- 
thing members  might  want  to  know,  the  collection 
of  British  fish  supplied  sufl5cient  for  the  careful 
comparison  and  identification  of  specimens.  And 
he  begged  to  assure  the  chairman  that  termino- 
logical inexactitudes  were  not  tolerated  by  his 
committee.  There  was  no  room  in  their  records 
for  them.  They  verified  everything,  and  when  his 
lordship  came  to  present  the  various  cups  and 
prizes  on  the  table  he  might  be  very  certain 
that  the  weights  and  the  facts  had  been  subjected 
to  proof — had  been  verified  and  were  really  true ; 
and  they  had  never  ceased  to  appeal  to  legislators 
to  do  all  that  was  possible  to  protect  our  fisheries. 
Fish  food  for  the  people  was  most  certainly  be- 
coming more  diflBcult  to  get  than  of  yore,  especi- 
ally the  denizens  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea  as 
contradistinguished  from  what  were  called  swim- 
ming fish.  The  former  are  of  far  the  greater 
importance  as  food,  and  this  supply  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  keep  up.  (Applause.) 
The  Society,  it  is  true,  is  formed  by  a  large,  very 
large,  body  of  amateurs,  but  they  know  most  of 
what  is  going  on  round  our  coasts,  and  keenly 
desire  the  preservation  of  the  fish.  It  is  the  view 
of  the  working  committee  that  this  should  be  ever 
borne  in  mind  and  constantly  repeated. 

The  chairman  then  proceeded  to  distribute  the 
challenge  cups  and  medals  to  the  various  prize 
winners. 

Mr.  D.  Matthews  received  the  Deal  Corporation 
challenge  cup  and  the  society's  gold  medal  in 
Class  1.  at  the  Deal  competition  in  November, 
Mrs.  Harvey  Macleay  beiug  entitled  to  the  silver 
medal,  Mr.  G.  S.  Saunders,  the  bronze  medal.  In 
Class  II.,  Mr.  D.  S.  Burton  and  Miss  E.  Dally  each 
a  silver  medal.  Glass  III.,  Mr.  H.  Dally  and  Mr. 
R.  C.  Hardy  Oorfe,  silver  medals.  Class  IV.,  M. 
K.  Turner,  W.  Jopson,  and  A.  C.  Gardner,  silver 
medals.  The  committee  cup  for  the  specimen  fish 
competition  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  silver 
medal  by  Mr.  Dodd,  bronze  medal  by  Mr.  Waller. 
The  "John  Bickerdyke"  cup  for  fishing  at  Deal  Pier 
was  won  by  Miss  Allison  WolfiE,  silver  medals  by 
Mr.  Whitlock  and  Mr  Puckridge,  bronze  by  Mr.  G. 
Harris  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Bang. 

The  presentation  was  accompanied  by  much 
cheering  and  congratulation  of  the  successful 
competitors. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  the  Chairman,  Sir 
George  Doughty,  M.P.,  contended  in  a  pleasant 
way  that  Viscount  Churchill  had  up  to  that  time 
kept  the  toast  of  the  evening  to  himself,  but  that 
now  it  had  reverted  to  him.  Last  year,  truly,  he 
did  not  come,  but  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  true 
fisher  of  men,  for  he  secured  willy-nilly — that 
he,  George  Doughty,  and  no  other,  should  occupy 
his  place  in  the  chair  on  'that  occasion.  Well,  he 
was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  attending  so  mag- 
nificent a  meeting  as  this.  By  health  and  strength 
and  a  bit  of  luck,  he  found  himself  representing  in 
Parliament  the  largest  body  of  fishermen  in  Eng- 
land. They  must  not  forget  that  gentlemen  fish 
for  pleasure,  but  that  the  noble  body  of  men  he 
represents,  peril  their  lives  to  catch  food  for  the 
people. 

With  noble  courage  and  self  sacrifice,  they  never 
hesitated  to  put  themselves  in  peril  where  life  is 


at  stake.  For  fearlessness  and  a  spirit  of  indepen- 
dent character,  they  had  no  equals,  the  sturdy 
fishermen  who  girt  this  isle. 

He  was  very  glad  to  see  present  Mr.  Wrench 
Towse,  the  Secretary  of  the  Sea  Fisheries'  Protec- 
tion Association,  and  thought  that  this  Society 
should  steadily  associate  itself  with  the  work  he 
was  doing.  And  he  welcomed  the  presence  of 
Messrs.  Boulenger  and  Garstang,  who,  with  Mr. 
Edgar  J.  Allen,  of  Plymouth,  Dr.  T.  Wemyss 
Fulton,  Dr.  James  Murie,  and  Dr.  J.  T.  Jenkins, 
all  honorary  members  of  this  Society,  formed  a 
body  of  scientists  occupied  in  the  study  of  fish 
and  their  habits  with  the  object,  described  by 
Mr.  Minchin,  of  trying  to  find  out  how  to  create 
and  increase  masses  of  food  for  our  people. 

Personally,  he  was  concerned  in  sea-fishing  for 
profit,  and  it  was  a  huge  trade.  The  North  Sea 
alone  sent  us  800,000  tons  per  annum,  and  other 
seas,  including  the  herring  fisheries,  a  million  tons 
of  fish  food  for_  the  people.  Look  at  this  both 
from  the  commercial  and  the  national  point  of 
view. 

The  speaker  then  reverted  most  humorously  to 
the  chairman's  fish  stories,  and  capped  them  with 
some  of  his  own,  causing  roars  of  laughter,  the 
causes  of  which  cannot  here  be  related.  Finally, 
in  the  hearty  and  sympathetic  manner  which 
carried  everyone  with  him,  in  an  eloquent  perora- 
tion, he  bade  the  society  God-speed  in  its  career  of 
great  usefulness.  Heartfelt  thanks  were  given  by 
him  to  the  chairman,  and  the  hope  expressed  that 


B^HlHHII^my. 

The  Right  Hon.  Loed  Desbobough. 

(Vice-Chaimian  British  Sea  Anglers'  Dinner,  March  21,  1906.) 

for  many  years  to  come  his  influence  might  be 
used  on  behalf  of  the  society. 

The  chairman  expressed  hearty  thanks  for  the 
toast,  which  was  taken  with  musical  honours.  After 
Mr.  Dough ty's  eloquent  speech,  he  would  confine 
himself  to  expressing  the  pleasure  he  had  ex- 
perienced at  being  allowed  to  be  of  some  use,  for 
he  saw  by  the  straightforward,  honest  faces  round 
him  that  the  work  of  the  society  would  be  ener- 
getically carried  out. 

Mr.  Mackworth  Praed  then  in  complimentary 
terms  proposed  the  toast  of  the  vice-chairman. 
Lord  Desborough,  whom  he  described  as  being 
certainly  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  England. 
As  Willie  Grenfell,  athlete,  good  fisherman,  and 
most  perfect  gentleman,  and  surrounded  by  friends, 
he  had  been  well  known,  and  as  Lord  Desborough 
was  still  the  same.  The  landing  of  his  2001b.  fish 
had  not  been  forgotten. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and 
Lord  Desborough,  addressing  my  lords,  gentle- 
men, conger-eel  fishers  and  others,  expressed  the 
great  gladness  with  which  he  had  complied  with- 
Mr.  Praed's  request  to  occupy  the  vice-chair  that 
night.  He  had,  indeed,  been  much  used  to  fisher- 
men and  their  stories,  and  had  presided  at  their 
meetings.  The  toast  list  on  these  occasions  gave 
room  for  reply — banging  the  lyre  and  drawing  the 
bow.  In  Ireland  the  salmon  fisher  left  in  the 
morning  full  of  hope,  returning  full  of  whisky  and 
of  the  new  terminological  etceteras.  He  was  proud 
of  belonging  to  a  society  whose  members  caught 


fish  weighing  1921b.  each,  and  was  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  scientfic  side  of  their  work  as  well  as  with 
the  amusement,  wishing  every  member  more  power 
to  his  elbow  and  a  tight  line  whenever  he  deserved 
it.    He  thanked  them  all. 

The  "  Press  and  the  Visitors  "  was  then  proposed 
by  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse.  With  a  Press  so  ubiqui- 
tous, he  declared  it  to  be  impossible  to  shelter 
oneself  under  a  bushel.  The  Press  was,  indeed, 
and  had  always  been,  the  society's  best  friend. 
Mr.  Marston,  with  whose  name  he  coupled  the 
toast,  "John  Bickerdyke,"  "Red  Spinner,"  and 
others  had  long  been  teaching  us  the  theories  of 
sea  angling,  and  as  we  had  followed  them  in  practice 
we  had  become  great  anglers. 

Fishermen  were  handicapped  as  a  voting  power 
by  their  continuous  absence.  The  shore  voter 
should  try  to  make  up  for  this,  for  unless  our 
voices  are  heard  in  Parliament  their  interests  can 
never  be  properly  considered.  If,  as  Mr.  Minchin 
so  justly  said,  we  are  unanimous,  and  this  society 
combines  in  action  with  the  National  Sea  Fishing 
Protection  Society,  we  shall  be  heard  in  Parliament. 

In  the  Lords  the  fishing  interests  are  well  repre- 
sented, but  in  the  Commons  not  so  well  as  in  the  ' 
last  Parliament. 

He  trusted  that  the  many  visitors  present  had 
enjoyed  themselves,  and  that  next  year's  dinner 
would  find  them  seated  as  members.  He  coupled 
the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors  "  with  the  name  of  Mr. 
Des  Vceux. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  replied  for  the  Press,  expres- 
sing the  regret  everyone  felt  at  the  absence  of  Mr. 
W.  Senior,  of  the  Field,  but  was  pleased  to  see 
present  that  paper's  good  representative  of  the 
angling  department,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  Mr.  A. 
E.  Jackson,  joint  editor  of  the  Anglers'  News,  and 
other  representatives  of  the  Press. 

The  Press  had  always  done  its  best  for  the 
Society,  and  would,  he  felt  sure,  continue  to  do  so. 
They  were  always  glad  to  see  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment present,  and  he  congratulated  their  old 
friend.  Sir  George  Doughty,  on  having  weathered 
the  terrible  political  storm  which  passed  over  our 
islands  last  month.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  He  trusted 
that  he  and  other  members  would  obtain  such 
financial  aid  from  Parliament  as  could  be  properly 
used  in  the  preservation  of  our  fish  supply.  He 
feared  that  much  of  what  was  now  being  spent  in 
North  Sea  investigations  might  merely  be  showing 
the  Germans  where  to  fish  in  our  water.  ( Laughter. ) 
He  reverted  to  the  proposal  he  had  put  before  the 
committee  of  the  society  to  aid  in  the  introduction 
of  the  striped  bass  to  our  waters.  The  committee 
will  further  consider  the  matter,  but  object  to  the 
expense.  This  really  would  not  amount  to  more 
than  some  £25,  and  he  should  be  very  wiHing  to 
contribute  towards  a  fund  for  the  purpose.  The 
fish  ran  up  to  401b.  and  501b.  in  weight,  and  took 
the  fly.  If  they  could  be  naturalised  the  sea  angler 
would  indeed  have  fun. 

Mr.  Des  Vceux  replied  in  suitable  terms  for  the 
visitors. 

The  chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  the  esteemed 
secretary,  Mr.  James  Pickup,  declaring  him  to  have 
been  most  energetic  and  as  having  done  marvels 
for  the  Society.  Long  life  to  him  and  every 
pleasure  and  honour  he  can  wish  for.  The  toast 
was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Pickup  thanked  the  members.  He  admitted 
that  he  had  worked  hard  and  intended  to  continue 
doing  so.  Gatherings  such  as  this  were  his  reward, 
and  fully  proved  that  the  Society  was  working  on 
the  right  line. 

An  excellent  selection  of  music  was  performed 
during  the  evening,  under  the  capable  direction  of 
Mr.  John  Edgar  (at  the  piano),  assisted  by  Miss 
Lucy  France,  Miss  Florence  Venning,  Mr.  Thorpe 
Bates,  Mr.  Barclay  Gammon,  and  Mr.  James  Horn- 
castle. 

And  the  hour  was  not  unduly  late  when  the 
"  Who  goes  home  ?  "  was  heard.  H.  P. 


North  Tyne  and  Tyne. — The  Anglers'  Federa- 
tion have  now  almost  completed  the  arrangements 
for  taking  charge  of  the  water  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  at  Plashetts  and  Falstone,  on  the 
North  Tyne,  and  at  Ovingham,  on  the  Tyne.  The 
permits  are  now  ready — 5s.  per  annum  for  the 
whole  of  the  waters  on  the  North  Tyne  and  Tyne — 
and  can  be  had  from  the  various  tackle  dealers  in 
Newcastle,  and  in  the  districts  usually  where  Tyne 
licences  are  obtainable.  Members  of  those  clubs 
that  are  aflSliated  to  the  federation  will  obtain  their 
permits  from  their  club  secretaries — G. 
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SOME  AMEBIC  AN  NOTES  AND 
QUEEIES. 
By  Theodore  Gordon. 


{Continued  from  page  186.) 
Large  Flies  for  Brown  Trout. 
SmoE  the  brown  trout  was  introduced  into  our 
mountain  streams,  I  note  that  there  is  a  tendency 
among  my  friends  to  use  larger  flies  for  spring 
fishing.  Sometimes  a  big  pattern  will  be  taken 
when  a  small  fly  is  neglected  by  the  best  fish.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  see  it,  but  it  is  not  worth 
rising  at,  and  it  is  poor  policy  to  use  smaller  hooks 
than  are  required  to  meet  existing  conditions. 

Varnish  for  Quill  Bodies. 
In  making  quill-bodied  flies  it  is  a  good  plan  to 
varnish  the  foundation  before  winding  on  the  qaill. 
I  have  no  condor  or  adjutant  feathers,  and  peacock 
quills  are  very  weak. 

Maple  Sugar  and  Syrup. 
Three  days  of  sunshine  started  the  sap  in  the 
maple  trees,  and  preparations  are  now  being  made 
for  harvesting  the  crop.  Freezing  nights  with  bright 
sunshine  during  the  day  are  most  favourable. 
Maple  syrup  is  worth  one  dollar  per  gallon  on  the 
farm,  and  the  bucket  to  contain  it  costs  ten 
cents.  A  tin  bucket  is  usually  hung  on  each  tree 
beneath  the  tap,  and,  if  the  weather  is  favourable, 
the  sap  may  flow  for  thirty  days  or  more.  Some 
of  the  advanced  farmers  have  conduits  leading 
from  each  tree  to  a  central  reservoir,  and  thus 
Bave  labour.  The  trees  differ  considerably  in  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  sap.  From  one  tree  it 
may  be  rich  in  sugar,  and  from  another  almost 
tasteless.  There  are  two  syrups  made  by  farmers 
and  planters  in  this  country  that  would  be  much 
enjoyed  in  England  if  they  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  people.  One  is  the  maple,  and 
the  other  the  fresh  Georgia  and  Florida  cane  syrup 
Each  has  a  peculiarly  delightful  flavour  of  its  own 

No  Birds. 

I  have  not  seen  any  birds  recently,  except  a  few 
belated  crows,  which  are  feeding  on  frozen  apples 
in  the  orchard.  I  am  looking  forward  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  vernal  migration.  The  feathered 
hosts  at  the  south  are  becoming  uneasy,  and  will 
soon  be  winging  their  way  northwards. 

The  Neversink. 

The  waters  of  the  Neversink,  usually  so  bright 
and  sparkling,  are  dark  and  sullen  looking  in  their 
frame  of  ice  and  snow,  but  the  good  time  is  coming. 
Some  morning  we  will  awake  to  find  the  south  wind 
blowing,  and  the  air  will  be  sweet  and  soft.  It  is 
very  wintry  here  at  present,  but  with  the  advent 
of  March  we  begin  to  feel  that  the  season  of  our 
discontent  is  nearly  over. 

Trout  Fishing  begins  on  April  16. 
The  trout  season  will  open  on  April  16.  The 
weather  is  apt  to  be  cold  and  windy  at  that  time, 
and  the  rivers  are  often  in  flood,  but  in  a  few  short 
weeks  we  can  look  forward  to  the  realisation  of 
every  good  thing  promised  by  the  birth  of  spring. 
The  good  time  is  coming,  and  progress  is  the  word 
for  several  months  to  come. 

Plates  of  Flies  and  Art  of  Illustration. 

I  am  pleased  to  see  that  your  great  rod  makers 
(Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.)  have  adopted  a  satisfactory 
method  of  illustrating  salmon  flies.  I  think  thai 
the  result  is  arrived  at  by  combining  photography 
and  lithography,  and  the  same  process  has  been 
used  considerably  in  this  country.  The  plates  are 
real  reproductions  of  the  actual  flies,  in  colours. 
Sometimes  mistakes  in  coloration  are  made,  as 
may  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  plate  of  common 
heavily-dressed  trout  flies  from  a  small  cheap 
catalogue.  Usually  one  can  distinguish  each  feather 
and  fibre,  the  colouring  is  true  to  the  originals,  and 
such  illustrations  are  almost  as  useful  to  the  angler 
and  fly-makers  as  the  actual  flies  would  be,  besides 
being  infinitely  more  convenient.  Engraving  and 
hand-colouring  are  expensive,  and  the  latter  is 
frequently  incorrect.  Very  few  of  the  plates  in 
modern  works  equal  those  found  in  Ronald's  old 
-'Fly  Fishers'  Entomology."  We  are  already 
making  photographs  in  several  colours,  but  until 
this  art  is  perfected  the  photo-lithograph  method 
can  be  used  with  satisfactory  results. 

Spujndid  Flt  Rods. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  says  that  two  English  manu- 
facturers have  succeeded  in  making  light  rods  equal 


in  every  respect  to  "  Leonards,"  so,  of  course,  it 
must  be  true.  Here,  then,  is  the  end  of  the  whole 
matter.  The  long  and  bitter  rod  controversy  is  at 
an  end,  and  all  parties  should  be  satisfied.  The 
favourite  style  of  rod  in  any  country  or  region 
should  be  developed  by  the  conditions  surrounding 
the  sport  until  something  very  near  perfection  has 
been  arrived  at,  but  individual  fads  and  fancies  may 
retard  or  influence  this  development  considerably. 
Personally,  I  do  not  consider  weight  on  the  scales 
of  great  importance  in  choosing  a  rod.  Of  course, 
it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say,  "  I  killed  a  ten- 
pound  salmon  on  my  five-ounce  rod,"  but  that  same 
rod  might  have  been  far  more  agreeable  to  fish 
with  if  it  had  a  bigger  handle,  and  weighed  an 
ounce  or  two  more.  It  is  the  weight  outboard, 
the  leverage  against  you,  that  paralyses  the  grasp- 
ing hand.    I  have  said  this  before,  however. 

Dry-Fly  Rods. 
I  have  a  great  desire  to  test  the  "Houghton" 
type  of  dry-fly  rod,  but  the  duty  added  to  first  cost 
would  maze  this  an  expensive  purchase.  Unless 
this  rod  is  very  top-heavy,  I  fancy  that  I  could  use  it 
without  great  fatigue.  I  have  fished  many  days 
with  a  ten-ounce  rod  having  a  good  big  comfortable 
cork  handle.  Large  numbers  of  very  light  rods  were 
sold  in  this  country  last  season,  and  they  are  pretty 
things  to  fish  with,  but  they  are  best  for  a  man  who 
can  afford  to  own  several  fine  rods. 

Big  Brown  Trout. 
Some  years  ago  there  was  a  great  number  of  big 
brown  trout  in  the  Neversink,  and  for  a  short  time 
during  the  early  part  of  the  season  they  rose  freely. 
Now  these  old  fellows  are  very  tricky.  There  are 
lots  of  rocks  and  some  waterlogged  trees  in  the 
pools,  and  the  number  of  fine  fish  lost  by  good 
anglers  was  appalling.  I  do  not  say  that  more 
would  have  been  landed  with  heavier  rods  and 
tackle,  but  I  think  so.  It  is  very  different  in  a 
boat  or  canoe  with  an  experienced  guide  at  the 
oars  or  paddle  to  do  half  the  work  and  back  up 
the  rod.  No  one  ever  dreams  of  small  fish  or 
remembers  them  when  caught,  but  a  very  big  trout 
is  the  subject  of  happy  recollections  and  self-con- 
gratulation for  many  years. 

Hatc!H1ng  of  Ephemera. 

Our  ephemera  seem  to  hatch  out  very  quickly 
on  the  surface  of  the  stream.  I  can  never  follow 
the  transformation  from  nymph  to  sub-imago  even 
with  big  flies.  There  is  one  which  may  be  a  species 
of  May  Fly,  with  yellow  body  and  light  coloured 
wings,  and  I  have  stood  or  knelt  on  a  rock 
immediately  above  where  flies  were  coming  up. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  big  wings  came  right  out  of  the 
water.  The  trout  take  these  flies  freely,  but  I 
have  never  seen  what  could  be  called  a  big  hatch. 
Some  flies  are  seen  every  year  at  about  the  same 
season,  others  appear  in  great  numbers  one  year 
and  sparsely  or  not  at  all  another.  This  puzzles 
me  greatly.  Also,  why  there  were  no  naturals 
worth  mentioning  on  this  river  last  autumn. 

Stone  Flies. 
Why  does  the  species  of  large  Stone  Fly  common 
on  these  streams  hatch  all  the  season,  yet  never  in 
great  numbers  ?    I  have  seen  it  rising  in  the  air 
on  a  pitch-black  night  by  carrying  a  lantern. 

Dark  Nights  on  the  River — Skunks. 

By  the  way,  that  is  good  fun.  You  can  have  a 
most  interesting  time  of  it  by  going  on  the  water 
with  a  good  strong  lantern  with  reflector.  It  can 
be  turned  down  low,  and  then  the  light  may  be 
thrown  suddenly  in  the  direction  of  any  sound  one 
may  hear.  You  will  see  the  night  life  of  the  river — 
animals  nocturnal  in  their  habits,  and  a  host  of 
flies  that  never  appear  by  day. 

On  my  last  trip  several  persons  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  a  very  horrible  experience.  The  night 
was  very  dark,  but  one  could  see  a  little  when  on 
a  road.  I  was  crossing  an  open  bridge,  when  a 
man,  woman,  and  three  small  children — one  an 
infant  in  arms — entered  from  the  other  end.  When 
we  were  only  a  few  yards  apart,  I  saw  a  skunk  in 
the  middle  of  the  bridge  between  us.  The  animal, 
in  its  usual  poky,  indifferent  way,  was  walking 
slowly  towards  the  other  party.  Fortunately,  these 
people  did  not  notice  it — no  sound  was  made,  and 
the  skunk  passed  within  a  yard  of  the  little  party. 
If  it  had  been  interfered  with  or  alarmed  in  regard 
to  its  own  safety,  the  consequences  might  have 
been  unpleasant,  to  say  the  least.  I  shudder  when 
I  think  of  the  condition  those  children  would  have 
been  in.    Nothing  known  to  me  vrill  eradicate  the 


bouquet  of  mephitis.  This  creature  is  the  favourite 
fur- bearing  animal  of  young  trappers.  It  is  easily 
taken,  and  the  dry  skin  is  good  for  so  much  cash 
in  hand,  being  worth  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  in  the  nearest  coimtry  town. 

The  White  Fox. 
No  one  has  been  able  to  trap  or  shoot  the  albino 
fox,  whose  habitat  is  near  this  place,  although 
many  persons  have  been  in  pursuit  of  it.  Reynard 
is  very  expert  in  taking  care  of  his  hide.  They 
do  little  damage  here,  as  their  diet  to  a  great  extent 
is  made  up  of  field  mice.  Any  man  can  satisfy 
himself  in  regard  to  this  by  performing  a  few  post 
mortems — nothing  except  the  remains  of  mice  will 
usually  be  found  in  the  stomach. 

Fly  Making  not  Difficult — "  Athenian." 

The  saying  of  "  Athenian  "  that  the  difficulties 
of  fly  making  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  both 
within  and  without  the  ranks  of  the  professional, 
is  very  true.  For  years  I  have  used  a  vice,  and 
was  fully  convinced  that  my  clumsy  fingers  could 
not  do  the  work  alone.  However,  during  the 
bitterly  cold  weather  I  could  not  work  at  a  table 
near  a  window  without  freezing,  and  I  could  not 
read  all  the  time,  so  was  driven  to  try  finger  work 
as  I  sat  almost  on  top  of  the  wood-burning 
stove.  Much  to  my  surprise,  I  had  little  trouble, 
and  was  able  to  turn  out  fairly  decent  flies  down 
to  those  on  0  size  of  hook. 

Baron  T.'s  Vice. 
I  tried  the  Russian  vice,  invented  by  Baron  T., 
but  my  thumb  was  not  long  enough  to  reach  the 
hook  for  putting  on  wings.  The  point  is  that  I 
found  that  even  a  very  small  hook  could  be  held 
quite  securely  with  finger  and  thumb  of  left  hand. 

The  Hawksley  Vice. 
The  Hawksley  vice  must  be  a  great  convenience 
and  a  real  comfort  in  fly  dressing.    Wax  is  the  great 
difficulty  in  cold  weather.    If  made  soft  enough  it 
does  not  bind  well,  or  soon  becomes  greasy. 

Albatross. 

Part  of  the  albatross  feather  makes  a  very  pretty 
blue  dim  body.  It  can  be  worked  so  as  to  rib 
nicely.  Ostrich  is  strong,  but  makes  a  smooth 
body  without  a  rib. 

Rubber. 

All  the  rubber  we  get  here  is,  I  think,  from  South 
America,  and  is  very  dark  blue  dun.  I  occasionally 
see  red-brown  rubber  bands.  I  was  looking  over  a 
few  of  Holland's  floaters  recently,  and  was  again 
impressed  with  the  lovely  hackles  used,  all  perfectly 
suited  to  size  of  hook. 

Big  Hooks  Spoh.  Vice. 

I  have  nearly  ruined  my  Halford  vice  by  tying 
large  salmon,  pike,  and  bass  flies  in  it.  It  does 
not  grip  weU.  It  has  been  in  service  fifteen  years. 
The  hooks  with  big  up-turned  eyes  are  certainly 
more  difficult  to  wing  than  the  down-eyed.  It 
may  be  a  matter  of  practice,  as  I  have  not  used  a 
great  many. 

Birds'  Wings  for  Winging. 

The  wings  of  our  grouse  and  woodcock  are  not 
very  good  for  flies,  but  these  birds,  particularly  the 
woodcock,  furnish  v6ry  pretty  mottled  feathers  for 
hackles.  Before  the  wild  pigeon  became  extinct 
its  wing  feathers  were  used  for  flies.  The  dove 
feathers  are  a  nice  colour,  but  the  texture  is  not  satis- 
factory. The  moose  bird  of  the  Far  North  affords 
beautifully  fine  wings,  rather  dark  in  colour.  There 
may  be  good  feathers  on  the  butcher  bird.  Some 
of  the  smaller  herons  are  useful,  and  mud-hens  or 
dapper  rails  are  first-rate.  Upon  the  whole,  there 
is  no  bird  so  useful  as  your  starling,  which  supplies 
many  shades  and  has  remarkably  large,  or  wide, 
wing  feathers  for  such  a  small  bird.  One  of  your 
old  writers — Bainbridge,  I  think — talked  about  the 
American  blue  bird  for  iron  blues.  I  cannot  see  it 
after  examining  a  specimen.  I  may  be  wrong,  but 
it  is  a  very  small  bird.  The  great  majority  of  our 
insectivorous  birds  are  protected  at  all  seasons. 
The  lower  portion  of  the  golden-winged  fluke's 
wing  feathers  is  a  fine  yellow.  A  pretty  little  yellow 
fly  has  been  made  by  combining  this  feather  with 
the  old  field-lark's  breast.  The  lark's  wing  is  very 
fine  and  of  peculiar  shades.  I  am  always  on  the 
look  out.  There  must  be  something  really  excellent 
to  be  found.  I  wish  to  tie  flies  to-day,  but  it  is 
quite  out  of  the  question  with  zero  weather,  and 
a  gale  of  wind  blowing  straight  from  the  Arctic 
regions.  By  the  way,  our  kingfishers  afford  some 
usefvd  hackles.    The  crest  feathers  are  very  small. 
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but  the  colour  is  excellent.  The  big  brown  curlew 
would  make  lovely  wings  for  Sedges  and  Welsh- 
man's Button.  Snipe,  called  English  snipe  here, 
are  pretty  good,  but  too  small  for  any  but  very 
little  flies.  There  is  a  whole  host  of  plovers,  snipe, 
and  bay  birds,  all  of  which  can  be  used. 

Wet  or  Dky. 

One  can  tie  many  flies  so  that  they  can  be  used 
wet  or  dry.    If  the  wings  are  well  set  up,  the  fly 
will  cock  very  well  without  splitting  them. 
Down  Stream. 

Fishing  big  streams  in  early  spring  when  the 
water  is  high,  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  fish  down 
for  good  results.  One  has  to  hang  the  fly  over  the 
fish  sometimes.  This  is  like  salmon  fishing  in 
miniature,  and  one  may  have  to  follow  his  fish 
for  some  distance  down  stream,  through  water 
and  over  rocks  in  anything  but  easy  fashion. 

Brown  Tbottt  Leap — Lazy  Fish. 
I  have  heard  men  say  that  the  brown  trout  do 
not  leap.  This  is  a  mistake.  I  have  had  nearly 
every  fish  jump  throughout  the  day  when  the  water 
was  cold.  After  the  summer  sun  has  warmed  the 
water  they  are  not  so  active,  and  one  frequently 
hooks  the  lazy  old  duffers  that  will  not  do  anything 
except  bore  slowly  away  from  the  rod.  Such  fish 
are  often  dangerous  to  handle.  They  do  not  tire,  and 
may  suddenly  wake  up  at  the  last  moment.  I 
remember  one  old  fellow  who  beat  me  twice  by 
doing  nothing  at  all.  The  conditions  necessitated 
small  flies  and  fine  gut,  and  after  taking  the  fly  he 
went  down  and  stayed  there.  The  second  time 
he  did  not  move  more  than  a  yard  or  so,  and 
remained  in  plain  sight — a  long,  heavy,  almost 
black  body.  He  accepted  the  fly  gingerly,  and 
was  not  really  well  hooked  in  either  instance. 

Brown  and  Yellow  Trout. 
These  black-brown  trout  are  very  ugly,  and  do 
not  in  the  least  resemble  the  lovely  yellow-bellied 
boys  and  girls  of  the  same  species.  One  of  the 
most  beautiful  fish  taken  out  of  this  river  was  a 
yellow  lady  trout  of  five  and  a  half  pounds.  I  fear 
that  there  are  few  of  these  big  fish  now  in  the  stream. 
The  droughts  in  summer  are  largely  responsible  for 
the  destruction  of  these  trout.  In  several  rivers 
they  should  grow  as  large  as  the  same  species  does 
in  New  Zealand.  The  conditions  must  be  much 
the  same — big  water  and  an  endless  supply  of  food. 

Nine  and  a  Half  Pouitds. 
The  largest  for  this  river  was,  I  believe,  nine  and 
a  half  pounds.    This  was  taken  by  a  boy  some 
years  ago.    Many  were  killed  up  to  five  pounds. 

Stocking  with  Salmon  Fry. 

A  few  small  salmon  were  killed  in  the  Upper 
Delaware  and  some  hundreds  in  the  Hudson  as 
the  direct  result  of  stocking  by  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  The  former  river 
is  too  far  south  probably — that  is,  the  estuary  is — 
but  salmon  would  probably  have  established  them- 
selves in  the  Hudson  if  there  had  been  no  high 
dams  or  obstructions.  This  is  unfortunate,  even 
from  a  gastronomic  point  of  view,  as  to  my  notion 
the  Atlantic  salmon  when  fresh-run  is  distinctly 
superior  to  the  Pacific  Coast  fish.  In  time,  and 
not  a  long  time  either,  the  run  of  fish  into  the 
rivers  of  the  West  Coast  will  assume  small  pro- 
porticJns,  unless  restocking  on  a  great  scale  is 
successful.  Then  we  will  have  to  turn  to  the 
North  Pacific  Coast  of  Asia  for  our  supplies  of 
canned  salmon.  There  the  rivers  are  fairly  blocked 
with  salmon  and  large  migratory  trout — see  the 

Crui.se  of  the  Marcheaa."  That  is  a  most  interest- 
ing book,  by  the  way.  No  account  is  taken  of  the 
time  spent  in  comparatively  well-known  countries. 
Cranes  on  Neversink. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  for  some  years  a  large 
colony  of  the  great  blue  heron,  or  crane,  was  allowed 
to  nest  and  increase  on  the  Neversink.  The 
destruction  of  trout  must  have  been  enormous. 
The  stink  of  rotten  fish  tainted  the  air  for  a  long 
distance.  There  are  a  few  remaining,  as  I  got  a 
long  shot  at  one  last  fall.  I  once  crawled  up  on 
four  fully  grown  young  ones  that  were  fishing  in 
the  tail  of  a  big  pool.  It  was  an  interesting  sight, 
aa  I  was  quite  close.  They  were  absolutely  motion- 
less most  of  the  time.  Suddenly  there  would  be  a 
quick  dart,  and  a  small  fish  would  be  taken,  but  only 
minnows  and  small  suckers  (carp),  as  far  as  I  could 
judee.  The  plumage  varies  from  light  blue-^rey  to 
dark  iron  blue.  I  have  used  the  herls  a  good  deal 
for  bodies  of  small  Duns.  It  is  best  tp  strepgthen 
them  with  a  ribbing  of  some  sort. 


Enolish  Staelinq  and  Woodcock. 

In  turning  over  my  feathers,  I  found  a  few  English 
starling  and  woodcock  feathers,  but  not  rights  and 
lefts.    They  are  surely  nice  to  work  with. 

Quotation  from  "  Fishing  Gazette  '5  (Irish 
Story). 

This  place  reminds  me  of  the  Irish  hotel  that 
advertised  a  bath-room,  and  when  the  pretty  young 
lady  asked  the  maid  if  she  could  use  it,  the  reply 
was,  "Surely  ye  can,  Miss,  but  there's  no  water, 
and  that's  cold."  Here  the  pipes  from  a  spring 
have  been  burst  or  frozen,  one  or  the  other,  for 
many  weeks. 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES  FROM 
MY  NOTEBOOK. 


In  going  over  an  old  notebook,  lately,  I  came 
across  some  entries  referring  to  "matters  pisca- 
torial "  ;  some  of  these  may  offer  a  certain  amount 
of  general  interest,  and  I  therefore  have  extracted 
them  from  among  a  lot  of  "  odds  and  ends,"  and 
put  them  in  somewhat  better  shape. ; 

1.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  "  braided  " 
line  and  a  "  plaited "  one  ?  I  often  come  across 
both  these  terms,  in  price  lists  more  especially  ; 


1  stands  for  smaller  joint. 

2  stands  for  larger  joint. 

3  stands  for  ferrule  (male)  of  smaller  joint. 

4  stands  for  ferrule  of  larger  joint  ("brass 
sheath  "  or  "  casing  "  would  be  more  correct). 

5  stands  for  layer  of  cane  lining  ferrule  4. 

6  stands  for  rubber  tubing,  which  is  cut  off 
partially  to  show  details  of  protected  parts. 

and — a  fair  knowledge  of  the  English  language  not- 
withstanding— am  quite  at  sea  as  to  the  exact 
meaning  of  these  two  words.  Does  the  former 
refer  to  a  hollow  line,  whether  with  a  core  or 
without  one,  while  the  latter  refers  to  solid  lines  ? 
Or  is  this  surmise  of  mine  an  erroneous  and  arbi- 
trary one  ?  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  who  will  undertake  to  enlighten 
me  on  this  subject. 

2.  Why  are  the  majority  of  reel  lines  made  with 
a  "diamond-pattern,"  effected  by  the  introduction 
of  a  black  thrsad  ?  What  advantage  is  thereby 
obtained  ?  The  fact  is,  that  my  personal  experi- 
ence is  far  from  being  in  favour  of  this  same  black 
thread,  as  I  have  had  ample  proofs  of  its  wearing 
out  and  fraying  much  in  advance  of  the  light 
threads,  and  of  its  weakening  the  line  all  round. 
As  to  colour  for  reel  lines,  my  sympathies  are  on 
the  side  of  brown  (as  in  tanned  lines),  especially 
BO  for  bottom-fishing. 

3.  What  is  the  better  process  of  the  two,  for 
hooks:  "japanning"  or  "  rustproofing "  ?  I  was 
much  taken  with  the  latter  process  when  I  first 
saw  hooks  treated  by  it  at  the  great  Fisheries 
Exhibition  of  1883,  and  have  always  kept  a  soft 
spot  in  my  heart  for  it.    But  .  .  .  .  t  am  compelled 


to  admit  that  I  have  had  cause,  lately,  to  introduce 
a  big  query  into  my  views  regarding  this  process ;  I 
can  only  wish  that  the  doubts  as  to  its  efficiency 
which  have  arisen  in  my  mind  should  prove  un- 
founded. What  I  have  observed  is  this :  that  in 
hail  fishing  (especially  when  using  earth-worms)  the 
rustproofing  wears  off  in  less  than  a  full  day's 
fishing,  leaving  the  hook  exactly  in  the  same  state 
in  which  it  would  be  if  it  were  a  simple  blued  one. 
I  never  noticed  anything  of  the  kind  with  regard  to 
japanned  hooks.  //  I  can  trust  my  memory,  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  stated  at  different 
times  that  he  is  in  favour  of  japanned  hooks  (for 
salmon  flies,  I  believe) ;  but  I  do  not  remember 
that  he  has  given  his  reasons  for  this  preference. 

4.  Many  years  ago  I  was  fishing  for  roach  on  the 
Desna.  My  rod  was  one  of  white  cane  (the 
"  roseau "  of  French  anglers),  with  the  female 
ferrulesiput  on  in  the  style  usual  in  such  rods,  that 
is — if  I  may  use  the  term — "  lined  "  with  the  sub- 
stance of  the  cane.  The  day  was  a  splendid  one 
for  roach  fishing — warm,  still,  cloudy,  with  a  very 
nice  "mild  drizzle,"  very  mild,  indeed,  but  per- 
sistent. When  darkness  set  in,  and  I  began  to 
pack  up  for  the  tramp  home,  I  found  that  my  rod 
would  not  come  apart :  the  cane  "  lining  "  of  the 
female  ferrules  had  swollen,  and  gripped  the  male 
ferrules  with  commendable  energy  and  stubborn- 
ness. A  lot  of  matches  were  used  up,  but  did  no 
good ;  so  all  that  was  left  to  me  was  to  tramp  home 
with  the  trusty  12-footer  in  all  its  "  tapering 
beauty,"  and  to  manage  somehow  to  "  twist "  my 
way  with  it  through  the  corridors  of  the  old 
mansion  to  the  room  which  I  occupied.  Here, 
with  a  lot  of  trouble  and  the  helpful  assistance  of 
a  spirit  lamp  (an  article  which  one  does  not,  as  a 
rule,  carry  about  oneself  on  angling  excursions), 
I  managed  to  release  the  stuck  joints. 

This  little  unpleasantness  set  me  thinking,  and  I 
evolved  a  simple  but  very  efficient  contrivance  in 
order  to  prevent  the  moisture  from  getting  into 
the  joints.  Having  procured  some  thin  rubber 
tubing,  the  inner  diameter  of  which  corresponded 
to  the  thickness  of  top  joint  and  middle  joint  just 
above  the  male  ferrules,  I  cut  off  a  piece  one  inch 
long  for  the  top,  and  another  one  and  a  half  inch 
long  for  the  middle  joint.  These  were  fastened  (by 
means  of  two  or  three  turns  of  thinnish  copper  wire, 
but  strong  thread  would  do  just  as  well)  above 
male  ferrules  in  the  position  shown  in  accompanying 
diagram.  Before  putting  the  joints  together,  part 
of  the  rubber  tubing  must  be  turned  back,  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  putting  together  of  same ; 
after  the  joints  have  been  put  together  properly, 
it  has  to  be  turned  back,  as  shown  in  diagram. 
Besides  preventing  the  getting  of  moisture  into  the 
joints,  this  contrivance  also  acts  as  a  kind  of 
"joint-lock,"  preventing  the  joints  (in  an  appre- 
ciable measure)  from  working  loose  and  throwing 
out.  Nothing  can  be  said  in  its  favour  on  the 
score  of  "beauty,"  I  admit;  but — "handsome  is  as 
handsome  does."    And — it  "(ioes  handsome." 

5.  Now  and  then,  when  angling  for  roach,  I  have 
been  annoyed  by  the  line  bellying  out  between  the 
rings  and  interfering  with  the  efficiency  of  my 
striking.  Formerly  I  had  recourse,  in  such  cases, 
to  the  well-known  dodge  of  tying,  by  means  of 
two  half-hitches,  a  bit  of  match  or  twig  into  the 
line,  just  in  front  of  top  ring  ;  but  this  dodge  does 
not  always  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner — take, 
for  instance,  the  case  when  you  are  fishing  a  swim, 
the  depth  of  which  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
length  of  your  rod.  Now  this  was  the  rule,  rather 
than  the  exception,  with  regard  to  the  best  swims 
in  that  reach  of  the  Desna  where  I  did  most  of 
my  fishing ;  so  there  was  nothing  left  to  me  but  to 
devise  some  way  out  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
I  had  to  contend.  And  this  is  what  I  thought  out : 
I  slipped  a  small  and  rather  thin  rubber  ring  on  to 
the  top  of  the  rod,  putting  it  just  behind  the  top 
ring,  on  the  whipping  securing  it  to  the  top ;  a 
somewhat  larger  and  stronger  ring  was  put  on  in 
front  of  bottom  ring  of  rod.  The  elasticity  of 
these  rings  was  amply  sufficient  to  keep  the  line 
stretched  between  them,  preventing  it  from  belly- 
ing out  between  the  rings ;  yet  it  would  not 
prevent  the  line  from  being  pulled  off  the  reel  in 
case  of  necessity,  whether  by  a  large  fish,  requiring 
line,  or  by  the  angler  himself. 

I  may  add  that  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  fix  up 
these  rubber  rings  "grommet"  fashion,  so  as  to 
enable  the  angler  to  put  them  on  or  take  them 
off  in  a  trice.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  way  in  which  I 
used  them  after  the  first  few  experiments  with 
them.  ;  Baron  Paul  Tcheekassov. 

[8] 
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Tub  tourist  bound  for  the  West  of  Ireland  will 
be  well  advised  to  pay  the  extra  five  shillings  on 
the  Connemara  Railway  ticket  that  entitles  him 
to  extend  the  journey  from  Westport  to  Achill.  It 
is  only  of  late  years  that  this  picturesque  island 
has  become  accessible  by  the  extension  of  the 
L.  and  N.W.  Railway.  The  scenery  is  magnificent, 
and  there  is  good  angling  to  be  had  en  route.  The 
rivers  and  loughs  are  private  property,  but  the 
owners  are  well  disposed  towards  visitors,  and  it  is 
not  difficult  to  obtain  permission  to  fish. 

Newport  is  about  eight  miles  by  rail  from 
Westport.  I  found  myself  the  solitary  inmate 
of  the  hot^l  one  afternoon  in  August,  intent  on 
renewing  acquaintance  with  the  white  trout  angling 
which  the  district  affords.  The  river  flows  through 
the  town,  sweeping  beneath  a  many  arched  and 
imposing  stone  bridge.  It  empties  itself  into 
Newport  Bay,  a  picturesque  spot  beloved  by 
sportsman  for  the  yachting,  shooting,  and  sea 
fishing  it  affords.  The  tide  flows  under  the  bridge 
and  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  rapids,  which  it 
silences  by  its  aggressiveness.  It  pays  its  footing 
in  the  form  of  salmon  and  white  trout,  which  it 
deposits  in  the  pools. 

The  afternoon  was  ideally  suited  for  fishing — the 
wind  south-west,  the  sky  flecked  with  clouds  that 
threw  a  clear  light  upon  the  river.  The  tide  had 
so  far  retreated  as  to  make  the  pools  fishable. 
The  swirling  eddies  and  foaming  rapids  had  grown 
noisy  again,  and  fish  were  disporting  themselves  in 
the  pools 

A  hundred  yards  from  the  bridge  the  over- 
hanging bushes  mark  the  boundary  of  the  first 
salmon  cast.  It  is  a  little  late  for  these  big  game, 
the  chief  run  of  which  is  at  its  height  in  June  and 
July.  A  half-constructed  breakwater,  a  Watkins' 
Folly  begun  but  never  completed,  is  the  high-water 
mark  of  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river.  There  is 
another  pool  near  the  old  mill,  and  the  shallow 
portions  of  this  reach  are  the  places  to  look  for  white 
trout. 

Passing  to  higher  ground  there  is  a  dead  level  for 
half  a  mile  where  several  good  casts  are  to  be  found. 
The  brisk  breeze  had  raised  a  ripple  from  bank  to 
bank,  which  is  the  essential  requisite  for  fly  fishing. 
The  trout  began  to  rise  freely,  and  I  had  not  to 
wait  long  before  the  sport  commenced.  A  local 
gillie  acquainted  with  the  pools  accompanied  me,  a 
provision  to  be  recommended  to  those  who  do  not 
know  the  river,  for  saving  valuable  time.  Two 
j-pounders  were  soon  in  the  basket,  and  a  third 
broke  away.  The  salmon  were  showing  freely  in 
Lone  Pool,  and  I  was  tempted  to  mount  a  strong 
cast  and  spend  twenty  minutes  in  vain  attempts  to 
induce  them  to  taste  the  quality  of  Orange  Grouse, 
Fiery  Browns,  and  Thunder  and  Lightning  patterns. 
They  had  been  too  long  in  the  river  to  yield  to  the 
blandishments  of  these  dainties,  and,  as  is  the 
custom  of  "  old  stagers,"  treated  all  such  overtures 
with  passive  contempt.  A  hasty  repentance, 
for  turning  away  from  the  sure  mercies  of  trout 
to  the  uncertain  glamour  of  salmon,  followed, 
and  I  remounted  the  light  tackle,  but  the 
sun  had  sunk  behind  the  horizon,  and  I  had 
not  more  than  half  an  hour's  light  left  to  guide 
me  along  the  bank.  I  hurried  to  the  top  of  the 
best  white  trout  ground,  it  extends  from  the 
Old  Bridge  to  the  salmon  pool  where  I  had  been 
fishing  ;  the  shallow  portions  of  it  proved  friendly, 
and  again  and  again  I  felt  the  sharp  tug  which 
meant  business.  A  blue-bodied  fly  had  been  doing 
all  the  work,  and  was  almost  worn  out  in  the 
service.  As  I  was  fishing  very  fine,  and  had  not  a 
second  of  the  same  pattern,  the  greatest  care  had 
to  be  taken  lest  I  should  lose  it.  The  darkness 
had  now  fallen  on  the  water,  and  I  had  to  walk  by 
faith  rather  than  sight.  I  was  wondering  what 
part  of  the  stream  the  flies  were  sweeping,  when  a 
very  fine  trout  supplied  the  needful  information. 
I  saw  the  ghnt  of  his  silver  sides  as  he  sprang  out 
of  the  water,  and  then  made  up  stream  swimming 
deep  and  strong.  There  was  a  menacing  bunch  of 
weeds  on  the  near  side,  for  which  he  seemed  to 
be  making.  Unpleasant  confirmation  of  the  fact 
followed  in  a  dead  stop  over  the  spot  that  I 
dreaded.  Time  passes  slowly  in  moments  of 
danger,  and  the  tense  strain  on  the  rod  made 
seconds  seem  minutes.  I  dare  not  lean  on  him, 
and  adopted  a  plan  that  has  often  proved  effectual 
provided  the  fish  is  firmly  hooked.  I  lowered  the 
top  of  the  rod,  and  the  moment  the  strain  was 
reltirxed  he  rushed  off  aga,in,  to  renew  battle  in 


clear  water  and  on  equal  terms.  If  I  expected 
hard  play,  mad  rushes,  and  dangerous  leaps  from 
the  water,  after  the  rest  in  the  weeds,  I  was  doomed 
to  disappointment.  He  kept  in  mid-stream,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge,  and  moved  slowly  up  and  down 
as  if  intent  on  making  a  night  of  it.  The  pace 
was  monotonous  to  the  point  of  aggravation,  and 
unwilling  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  natural  life  in 
perambulating  the  bank,  I  decided  to  adopt  a 
more  vigorous  policy.  "  Break  or  no  break,  here 
goes,"  and  the  rod's  curve  ran  down  the  middle  a 
yard  lower.  An  answering  dart  followed  on  the 
part  of  the  fish,  and  for  the  next  few  minutes  the 
high  grade  of  speed  was  switched  on,  and  wo  had 
it  as  merry  as  heart  could  wish.  It  is  the  pace  that 
kills  with  fish  as  well  as  men,  and  T  soon  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  gillie  turning  to  advantage 
the  first  chance  he  got  and  sweeping  the  captive 
into  the  net.  He  weighed  2\\h.,  and  was  fresh-run. 
I  had  been  fishing  from  about  seven  o'clock,  and 
left  off  at  ten  with  as  fiine  a  basket  of  trout  as  one 
could  wish  to  catch  in  a  whole  day's  angling. 

It  is  needful  to  in.sert  an  important  proviso  in 
regard  to  Newport,  as  indeed  to  most  salmon  and 
trout  riyers — the  chances  of  success  are  wholly 
dependent  upon  the  weather.  During  a  dry  season 
the  barrier  at  the  breakwater  is  impassable.  Salmon 
which  come  up  the  river  as  far  as  high-water  mark 
return  with  the  tide,  and  they  have  been  caught  in 
bag-nets  in  the  tideway  as  red  as  the  old  stagers 
■with  which  anglers  are  familiar.  The  same  applies 
to  white  trout,  although  not  to  the  same  extent, 
as  they  will  run  up  at  nighttime  in  a  few  inches 
of  water.  These  small  rivers  become  so  low  during 
drought  that  there  is  scarcely  a  trickle  of  stream 
to  invite  them  to  push  their  way  up.  The  season 
that  yielded  me  such  good  sport  had  been  a  wet 
one.  Heavy  floods  filled  the  river  to  overflowing 
in  July,  and  the  fi.sh  r<in  freely,  stocking  all  the 
pools  and  the  lakes  which  feed  the  river.  An 
occasional  spate  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  river  sweet  and  renew  the  stock,  and  it  is 
after  these  freshets  that  one  is  certain  to  find  the 
latest  arrival  from  the  sea  resting  in  the  pools, 
and  ready  to  patronise  the  fly  that  is  cast  by  a 
cunning  hand.  Ownwee. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  still 
has  a  good  head  of  water,  which  augurs  well  for  the 
trouting  season,  which  commences  on  April  1.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  of  any  fish  showing  up,  and 
before  we  can  expect  that  there  must  be  warmer 
nights  and  more  settled  weather.  To  day  (Saturday) 
the  Weybridge,  Shepperton,  and  Halliford  section 
of  the  Thames  Trout  Restocking  Association  will 
place  300  trout  (Salmo  fario)  in  the  river  at  Shep- 
perton. This  is  excellent ;  and  is  the  proper  sort 
of  work,  which  must  make  itself  felt  in  regard 
to  Thames  trouting  if  continued  and  extended. 
Associations  who  endeavour  to  restock  |he  river 
with  trout  or  coarse  fish  should  certainly  be 
financially  supported  by  those  anglers  who  enjoy 
fishing  the  river. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Avon  (Ringwood).  —  This  river  is  now  in 
splendid  condition  as  regards  colour,  but  the  cold 
north- east  wind  is  all  against  good  sport,  but  with 
a  few  warm  days  we  ought  to  get  a  few  salmon,  as 
a  good  few  fish  have  been  seen  ascending  the  river. 
Mr.  L.  F.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  fishing  the 
Avon  Tyrrel  water,  had  some  fairly  good  sport  on 
March  17,  the  former  taking  pike  up  to  6^1b.,  and 
the  latter  two  splendid  salmon  of  261b.  and  201b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Kemp  Welch  aho  got  a  splendid  salmon  of 
29Jlb.  on  the  same  water.  On  March  16,  Mr.  E.  C. 
Winslade  and  Mr.  Byrne,  of  the  Bournemouth 
Municipal  Orchestra,  fishing  the  Crown  Hotel  water 
for  pike  with  float  tackle,  hooked  and  landed  a 
salmon  of  about  151b.,  which  was  returned  to  the 
river. — M.  W.  Haytee. 

Bottialiaxix  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoh). — The  wintry 
weather  of  the  two  closing  days  of  coarse  fishing 
on  this  part  of  the  Cam  proved  a  great  disappoint- 
ment to  those  in  quest  of  the  pike.  Before  the 
heavy  winds  and  snow  on  the  Monday  pike  were 
coming  to  the  bag  fast  up  to  61b.  each.  Upon  the 
whole,  on  this  stretch  of  the  water  it  has  been  a 
fair  season,  when  about  some  300  fish  have  been 
landed  up  to  l^\b.  a  fish.  This  is  good  for  the 
roach  and  bream  angler  for  the  coming  season.— 
John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 


Dart  (Totnes  and  District). —  The  water  is 
going  'down  and  is  fining  very  rapidly.    Trout  are 
not  taking  at  all  well,  owing  to  the  caddis  grub  on 
the  river,  and  have  come  on  very  early.    A  gentle- 
man, stopping  at  Staverton,  captured  two  salmon 
141b.  each  on  March  l!),one  with  the  fly  and  the  other 
with  the  minnow.    Mr.  Jackson,  of  Buckfastieigh, 
has  had  a  few  small  baskfts.    There  was  a  bitter 
east  wind  on  Wednesday  with  every  prospect  of  I 
snow.    Until  there  id  a  change  little  sport  will  be  1 
obtained.    At  the  Weir  three  salmon  were  landed  < 
on  Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  three  were  taken  from  \ 
Seymour  Hutch  Pool,  one  being  20lb.,  in  capital  j 
condition. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Teign  has  not  pro-  ^ 
ducod  good  sport  this  week,  the  weather  being  for  ., 
the  most  part  unfavourable.  On  Tuesday,  however, 
Mr.  W.  Lauder,  of  Newton  Abbot,  landed  a  salmon 
near  Preston  which  scaled  15^lb.  He  had  grand  sport 
with  the  fish  and  played  it  for  over  fifty  minutes. 
Scarcely  anything  has  been  done  in  the  Okement, 
Lew,  and  Torridge.    A  few  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  minnow,  but  wormers  have    not  been- 
rewarded  with  much  success    The  Carey  has  been 
very  much   discoloured,  and  one  angler  had  a 
basket  of  nearly  four  dozen,  whilst  another  fisher 
man  creeled  eighteen. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). —  On  March  15,  the  river  began 
to  rise  and  was  very  full  of  snow.  By  Saturday 
there  was  five  feet  of  fre-h  water  in  it,  and  salmon 
angling  was  useless  till  March  10.  This  did  not  suit 
the  week-ender-",  but  the  high  west  wind  which 
brought  the  rain  also  brought  a  good  run 
of  fish  up,  and  those  of  a  size  which  wo 
like  to  see  in  the  spring,  81b.  to  121b.  Of  the 
Yorkshire  anglers  Mr.  Reffitt  ha-i  landed  three, 
Mr-  Marshall  two,  the  heaviest  28Jlb.  Mr.  Houson 
two,  Mr.  E.  Tetley  one,  14ib..  Mr.  Melrose  one.  At 
Warwick  Hall,  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  six.  At  Crosby, 
Capt.  Broadhurst  one.  In  the  Low  House  water 
Mr.  F.  Sanderson,  one.  In  the  Cargo  water, 
Mr.  Mason  Scott  had  three,  and  three  at  Syke 
Foot,  171b.,  171b,  181b.  At  Armathwaite  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Lawrence,  one  171b.,  and  at  Rickerby 
Major  S.  Ferguson,  one,  91b.  The  river  is  now 
getting  into  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  the  cold 
north-east  wind  is  against  fish  rising.  Very  little 
trout  fishing  has  been  done,  and  they  are  still  poor 
and  lanky. — Silver  Grev. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Since  the  opening  of  the  trout 
fishing  in  the  Esk  fishery  district  on  March  16  the 
almost  continuous  prevalence  of  adverse  meteoro- 
logical conditions  have  precluded  the  possibility  of 
remunerative  sport,  and  though  several  anglers 
have  at  periods  fished  the  waters  only  moderate 
results  have  accrued.  Cold  northerly  winds  have 
been  frequent,  and  entirely  against  the  possibility 
of  good  angling.  The  catches  to  hand  at  the  time 
of  writing  are: — Captain  Theed,  R.N. ,  two  and  a 
half  brace;  Mr.  P.  Horsfall,  three  brace;  whilst 
Mr.  W.  S.  Hodgson  secured  one  scaling  1  lb.  3oz. 
Upon  the  upper  reaches  there  has  been  fairly  good 
sport,  but  a  record  of  the  takes  is  not  to  hand.  A 
fair  sprinkling  of  sea  anglers  have  only  obtained 
moderate  sport  from  the  piers. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Exe  and  Creedy,  but  only  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  Pike,  perch,  carp,  and  tench  are 
having  an  easy  time  now,  except  when  the  nets  are 
brought  into  requisition  for  the  two  first-named 
fish,  with  a  view  of  improving  the  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  generally.  I  have  not  heard  of  anv  salmon 
being  caught  by  rod  anglers  lately.  Sea-fishing  at 
Exmouth  and  round  the  coast,  with  exception  of  a 
few  pollack,  is  off,  owing  to  the  very  high«  cold 
winds.  I  regret  to  say  that  Bystock  House,  a  well- 
known  mansion  near  here,  was  burnt  down  last 
week,  and  much  sympathy  is  felt  for  Mr.  F.  C. 
Hunter  (who  lately  purcha-ed  the  mansion  and 
estate),  who  has  won  the  universal  respect  of  all 
by  his  genial  bearing  and  love  of  all  kinds  of  sport. 
A  fine  lot  of  mullet  and  smelt  are  in  Exmouth 
Dock  now,  and  prospects  are  good  if  some  warmer 
winds  prevail. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales). — There  has  been 
very  little  fishing  done  here  since  I  sent  in  my  Itist 
report.  The  weather,  even  for  March,  has  been 
awful :  a  hurricane  blowing  for  ten  days,  snow  one 
day  and  rain  the  next,  and  the  water  in  the  lake  in 
a  boil,  making  it  impossible  for  a  boat  to  live. 
The  storm  blew  itself  out  on  Saturday  (March  17), 
and  since  then  the  weather  has  been  fair,  and 
fishing  possible,  but  the  water  has  not  cleared  yet. 
Mr.  D.  W.  Pine  has  made  a  few  nice  baskets,  and 
Mr.  J.  Sheather  has  also  landed  some  nice  fish. 
The  fish  are  in  splendid  order,  firm  and  pink  ;  I 
have  not  seen  a  single  poor  one.  Last  week.  Miss 
Davies  turned  in  close  on  a  thousand  three-year-old 
fi  ih  (/orio)  from  Mr.  L.  Mason's  hatchery  at  Har- 
rietsham,  and  to-day  one  thousand  rainbows  (three- 
year-old)  are  being  turned  in.  I  think  the  rainbows 
thrive  better  than  any  other  trout  in  this  lake. 
Those  that  have  been  caught  this  year  have  grown 
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well  and  in  A I  condition,  besides  being  free  risers. 
— Long  Drift. 

Zi«a  and  Tributaries. — Little  sport  has  been 
reported  by  roach-anglers,  the  result  of  the  cold 
and  wintry  weather.  Results  were  far  from  satis- 
factory a*  regards  fish  catching  in  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society's  competition  on  the  18th  inst., 
which  was  excellently  supported  by  the  club 
anglers.  Last  week,  just  prior  to  the  close  of  the 
pike  and  perch  fishing  season,  Mr.  F.  James  took 
pike  up  to  9^1b.  in  the  Broxbourne  waters.  The 
river  closes  to  all  angling  after  to-day  (Saturday) 
week. — IzAAE  Waltox. 

Lug'g'  and  Arrow  (Leominster  —Both  these 
streams  are  now  getting  into  very  fair  order  for 
fishing,  after  having  been  coloured  and  high  from 
the  snow  and  rain  of  last  week,  which  has  now  run 
off,  and  the  weather  having  taken  up,  there  is  a 
prospect  of  some  sport  being  had  in  both  streams 
with  fly  and  worm.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  a 
few  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  been  limited,  and 
will  be  until  the  weather  gets  warmer,  when  the  fish 
will  move  better.    The  Pinsley  is  in  fair  order. — 

GWYNNE. 

Flymontli. — The  rivers  are  still  very  full,  but 
sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  standard,  the 
north-ea^t  wind  seems  to  stop  the  fish  rising.  Some 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Walkham  and  Tavy.  The  fishing  on 
the  Dart  has  not  been  so  good,  it  being  much  too 
cold  for  moor  fishing. — Wiluam  Heabder. 

Teifi  (Llandyssili. — Water  in  good  order,  but  a 
cold  north-east  wind  blowing.  Only  one  salmon  of 
61b.  caught,  several  others  lost.  Trout  have  been 
rising  middle  day,  but  only  small  baskets  taken 
yet.  With  better  weather  good  sport  should  be 
had. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
been  running  high  and  muddy,  and  out  of  order  for 
sport  at  the  end  of  last  week.  The  weather  was 
very  bad  and  rain  and  snow  were  had.  It  has  now 
taken  up.  The  water  has  gone  down  and  has 
cleared,  and  is  in  good  •order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  A  good  few  anelers  have  been 
out  and  have  tried  fly  and  worm  and  maggot,  but 
sport  this  week  has  been  slow,  and  only  a  few  trout 
taken  with  maggot  and  Blue  and  February  Red. 
Pike  have  been  on  the  feed  and  some  sport  had, 
but  the  fish  taken  were  only  small  ones.  With 
warmer  weather  sport  will  improve.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order. 
Fishing  quiet  on  them  at  present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — The  Tyne  is  in  good  fishing  order.  Several 
rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  only  tame.  The 
Coquet  has  run  down  to  a  good  fly  water,  and  the 
past  few  days  of  warmer  weather  has  put  the  fish 
on  the  move.  A  large  number  of  kelts  were 
returned,  and  one  small  fresh  fish  reported.  Trout 
fi.-hers  have  had  a  good  opening  time.  One  angler 
on  the  Acklington  water  killed  eighteen  yellow 
trout  on  March  16;  Mr.  Graham,  fishing  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  Coquet,  had  three  days'  good  sport 
amongst  the  trout — namely,  twenty-eight,  twenty- 
seven,  and  forty- two,  of  course,  private  water,  and 
the  average  was  four  to  the  pound.- — Henry  A. 

MtJRTOX. 

Usk  (Usk). — On  March  15  and  16,  the  river  was 
too  high  for  the  anglers,  but  since  then  it  has 
settled  down,  and  although  it  is  rather  high  now 
for  salmon  anglers,  it  is  in  capital  condition  for 
trouting.  During  this  week  there  has  been  a  strong 
north-easterly  wind  prevailing,  and  not  many  trout 
have  been  taken.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  trout 
feeding  during  the  floods,  and  to  the  scarcity  of  the 
natural  flies.  The  best  trout  successes  were : — 
On  March  17,  Mr.  R.  St.  J.  Beasley,  five  ;  March,  19, 
Sergt.-Inst.  Johnstone,  nine,  Mr.  T.  Bowen,  six, 
Mr.  F.  Watkins,  six;  March  20,  Mr.  T.  Edwards, 
eight,  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  ten. — T.  R. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — The  trout  season  of  190()  opened  in 
bitterly  cold  weather,  and  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers 
were  running  fairly  high  and  coloured.  On  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  and  the  best  sport  has  been  met  with 
worm  and  minnow.  It  has  been  noticed  that 
there  is  a-  scarcity  of  natural  fly  beyond  early 
browns  and  waterhens.  Many  of  the  local 
anglers  have  not  yet  taken  out  their  trout 
licences,  nor  will  they  do  so  until  next  month, 
if  the  present  weather  continues.  A  few  nice  fish 
have  been  caught  in  the  Ripon  district  with  the 
minnow  spun  on  the  "  Aerial  "  flight.  The  Swale 
has  been  running  fairly  high,  but  very  few  fishermen 
have  been  out  on  this  particular  river,  owing  to  the 
bitter  winds  which  have  prevailed.  The  River 
Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  condition  during  the 
last  two  or  three  days,  but  at  the  opening 
of  the  season  it  was  running  fairly  hign  and 
coloured.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the 
upper  reaches.  In  the  district  of  Poole  several 
Leeds  angler^*  have  been  out,  and  baskets  of  trout 
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ranging  from  three  to  eight  brace  have  been 
principally  caught  with  the  minnow.  The  river 
Nidd  has  been  high  and  somewhat  coloured, 
very  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  this  river 
also,  and  those  who  have  been  out  have 
done  next  to  nothing.  Most  of  the  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  the  trout  fishing  as  soon  as  the 
weather  improves.  Should  the  weather  take  up, 
and  the  winds  cease,  trout  fishing  should  improve 
greatly,  and  the  following  flies  should  make  a 
useful  cast : — Bradshaw's  Winter  Brown,  Snipe 
Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John 
E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conou. — Although  the  Beauly  was 
in  flood  during  the  greater  part  of  the  week,  anglers 
ventured  out  on  several  occasions  to  try  their  luck. 
On  March  13,  Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Eraser,  of 
Lovat,  landed  the  first  salmon  of  the  season — 
a  beauty  of  121b  -— on  the  Castle  waters.  On 
March  15,  Captain  A.  Fraser,  of  Lovat,  had  a  nice 
salmon  of  101b.  Anglers  in  the  tidal  waters  had 
very  fair  sport  considering  the  high  state  of  the 
water,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  ten  trout 
scaling  111b.,  by  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell,  Tarlie 
Brae,  on  March  15.  The  trout  are  in  grand  con- 
dition, and  scale  up  to  21b.  4oz.  Very  little  has 
yet  been  done  on  the  Conon.  Although  the  Brahan 
Castle  waters  are  let  to  Mr.  Streatfield  Moore,  the 
water  was  too  high  for  successful  angling.  On  the 
tidal  waters  several  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  were 
had  — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — All  the  Solway  rivers 
were  running  in  flood  towards  the  end  of  last  week 
and  few  fish  have  been  caught  since.  Mr.  A.  John- 
stone had  the  25-pounder  in  the  Wetherby  water 
and  Dr.  Anderson  landed  one  from  the  Cauldron 
pool  which  scaled  21  lb.,  and  one  from  the  Willow 
pool  weighing  191b.  The  waters  are  still  more  or 
less  swollen  and  angling  generally  is  disappointing. 
A  small  fish  has  been  got  below  Longtown  in  the 
Graham  arras  water. — Gilnookie. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss  Ardgay,  N.B.).  — The 
weather  ha !  been  far  too  strong  for  successful  ang- 
ling. Old  people  say  it  has  been  the  severest  and 
most  protracted  storm  of  the  last  half  century. 
It  commenced  on  Feb.  7,  and  conoinued  until  the 
beginning  of  this  week,  but  March  21  was  an  ideal 
spring  day.  Regarding  sport,  five  salmon,  481b., 
were  landed  from  March  26  to  28.  This  month  river 
blank  (though  in  full  flood),  until  March  8,  when 
Lord  Gariock,  Belleville  House,  had  a  6-pounder. 
On  March  9  his  lordship  had  a  fine  sea-trout  of  3ilb. 
River  again  blank  until  March  16,  when  Mr.  George 
MacDonald,  Invercharron,  landed  a  91b.  salmon  on 
Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod.  On  Tuesday  (March  20)  Lord 
Gariock  caught  two,  weighing  71b.  and  81b.,  on  Sir 
Kenneth  Matheson's  Gledfield  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — At  the  end  of  last  week 
a  thaw  set  in,  and  as  a  consequence  the  river 
Deveron  became  greatly  swollen,  a  heavy  body  of 
spate  water  rushing  down  to  the  sea.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  river  the  force  of  the  current  did  a  large 
amount  of  damage  to  retaining  wall  of  the  Low 
Shore  of  Banff,  and  as  the  steadily  rising  river  was 
threatening  to  sweep  away  the  roadway,  and  do 
damage  to  adjoining  properties, an  attempt  was  made 
to  divert  the  river.  On  Saturday  a  staff  of  men  were 
set  to  work  to  cut  a  passage  through  the  bar  at  a 
point  opposite  the  bridge  at  Banff,  and  now  the 
water  is  finding  its  way  to  the  sea  through  this 


opening.  The  diverting  of  the  river  has  so  far 
proved  satisfactory.  The  damage  done,  however, 
by  the  heavy  spate  is  serious,  and  will  entail  a 
heavy  expenditure.  Originally  the  Deveron  ran  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  sea  at  the  east  end  of  the  bar,  but  in 
course  of  time  the  river  continued  to  force  its  way 
westwards.  Steps  are  to  be  taken  in  the  circum- 
stances, and  it  will  depend  on  the  advice  tendered 
by  an  engineer  expert  as  to  the  diverting  of  the 
entrance  to  the  river.  Since  the  sport  commenced 
the  water  has  been  very  dirty,  and  rod-fishing 
out  of  the  question.  The  net  fishermen  on  the 
river  had  difficulty  in  working  the  sweep  nets, 
the  water  running  too  high,  and  with  the 
change  in  the  entrance  it  will  be  some  time 
before  there  will  be  an  improvement  in  the  net 
fishing.  Along  the  coast  the  nets  were  badly 
damaged,  and  the  sea  has  continued  too  choppy 
to  have  them  removed  at  the  various  stations  to 
get  others  put  into  position.  The  fishings  on  both 
river  and  coast  have  as  yet  done  very  little  since 
the  opening  of  the  season. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Foyers  on  March  12,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed 
two  salmon,  15lb.  and  91b.  On  March  13,  one, 
101b.  On  March  14,  three,  19ilb.,  HJIb.,  and  91b. 
On  March  15,  two,  lUb.  and7lb.  On  March  16, 
three,  171b  ,  16Jlb.,  and  14Jlb.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Ness  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel) — Fishing  from 
the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel  on  March  10,  Mr.  William- 
son, Glasgow,  landed  a  salmon  of  121b.  On  March 
16,  Mr.  Burnet  had  a  salmon  of  301b.  On  March  17 
Mr.  Williamson  landed  two  salmon  of  241b.  and  19lb. 
On  March  19  Messrs.  McGruer  and  McDonald  had 
two  salmon  of  251b.  and  181b.  On  March  20  Messrs. 
J.  and  D.  McDonald  had  three  of  ^41b.,  191b.  and 
101b.— M.  Rankin. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  13,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Francis  (Kingston-on-Thames),  had  two  fish, 
231b.  and  151b.  On  March  14,  Mr.  J.  M.  Francis, 
one,  171b.  On  March  15,  Mr.  J.  M.  Francis,  two, 
181b  and  191b. ;  Mr.  McDiarmid,  three,  201b.,  171b., 
and  181b.  On  March  16,  Mr.  Francis,  one,  251  b. 
On  March  19,  Colonel  Simmons,  one,  151b.  On 
March  20,  Mr.  D.  A.  Cormack,  one,  191b.— H.  J. 
Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  March  20,  Mr.  S.  W.  Carlton,  London,  had 
two  salmon  of  251b.  and  161b.,  and  Colonel  Fol- 
jambe,  London,  had  one  of  IClb.  Since  last  report 
the  frost  still  continued  up  till  last  Friday,  the  river 
being  full  of  ice^  when  a  thaw  set  in,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, the  river  was  in  high  flood  for  two  days. 
By  Monday  it  had  fallen  considerably  and  is  now 
in  good  order  and  good  sport  is  anticipated. — 
R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Some  fairly  good  sport  was 
got  in  the  closing  days  of  last  week.  On  the 
Aboyne  Hotel  water.  Colonel  Sillem  had  one  of 
101b.  ;  Mr.  Sydney  Jones,  three,  131b.,  91b  ,  and  6lb., 
and  one  of  SJIb.  The  river  is  now  in  good  order, 
and  plenty  of  fish  forward.  On  the  Kincardine 
O'Neil  reaches  Sir  Henry  Meredith  had  one,  and  a 
friend  two  of  81b.  apiece.  On  Lower  Dass  one,  and 
on  Carlogie  one  was  killed  by  local  sportsmen, 
while  Colonel  Edis  had  six  salmon  in  two  days  on 
the  Borrowstone  section,  scaling  from  6lb.  to  12lb. 
On  the  Banchorv  reaches,  Mr  Elliot  and  Mr.  Clowes 
landed  twenty  fish  for  the  week,  scaling  from  81b. 
to  14lb.  Mrs.  Laing  had  two  on  March  16  and  two 
on  March  17;  Miss  Nicol,  Rosecobie,  four  one  day 
at  the  Park  Bridge  Pool.  On  the  Woodend  section 
Captain  Quintin  Dick  had  thirteen  fish  for  the 
week  scaling  from  7lb.  to  141b.  On  the  Cultar  and 
Park  sections  the  river  has  been  too  big  for  sport, 
but  both  on  the  Kingcausie  and  Blairs  sections 
several  fish  have  been  got.  On  the  latter  water 
Mr.  Gill  landed  a  very  fine  salmon  of  101b.,  and 
two  sea-trout,  in  addition  to  having  to  do  with  a 
kelt  of  I21b.  or  so,  all  on  the  same  large  gudgeon, 
some  Sin.  long.  Messrs.  Littlejohn,  Gill,  and  Cook, 
who  have  the  Blairs  water  for  the  spring,  have 
already  divided  some  twenty  fish  among  them,  and 
the  best  of  the  season  has  yet  to  come.  The  salmon 
fishings  (nets)  have  been  extremely  poor  on  the 
Dee — the  poorest  since  the  season  opened — and  one 
day  last  week  there  was  only  one  solitary  fi<h  on 
the  stands  from  either  river  or  coast  stations. 
Don. — On  the  Kinaldie  water,  on  March  17,  Mr. 
Anderson  and  friend  had  thirty-nine  trout  between 
them.  Ythan. — On  the  Ythan,  on  March  19,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Clyne,  angling  the  Ellon  Castle  water,  creeled 
eight  sea-trout  of  about  1  lb.  apiece,  returned  four 
kelt  finnock,  had  to  do  with  two  kelt  salmon,  and 
returned  four  brown  trout  as  unsuitable — all  to  the 
small  Devon.  On  the  Ebrie,  Mr.  Bodie  and  party 
had  twenty  fish  among  them  on  March  17,  heaviest, 
21b.  On  the  estuary  waters,  Mr.  John  Bruce  and 
party,  on  March  14,  had  very  fair  sport,  but  all  over 
the  floods  have  been  the  great  hindrance. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Considering  the  almost 
unprecedented  snow  storms  along  with  heavy  spates 
and  high  winds,  successful  redding  was  out  of  the 
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question.  On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  A.  Lees  caught  a  salmon 
of  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Hartley  Lees  a  9-pounder.  On 
March  28,  Mr.  A.  Lees  landed  one  of  1 1  lb.  This 
month,  sport  nil  up  till  March  20.  Weather  now 
improving. — B. 

Soath  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  been  in 
fairly  good  order  since  March  19.  Heavy  rain  fell 
on  March  16  and  caused  the  rivers  in  the  district  to 
rise  to  extra  high  flood,  and  there  was  no  possibility 
of  angling  on  March  17.  Sport  has  been  disappoint- 
ing this  week,  but  now  that  the  weather  is  becoming 
more  settled  the  prospects  are  better,  and  trout 
fishing  will  get  a  start  next  week.  The  Annan. — 
In  this  river  nothing  but  kelt  salmon  have  been 
landed  and  returned.  In  the  lower  water  on 
March  19,  Mr.  W.  Wright  hooked  a  fine  spring 
fish  of  201b.,  and  played  it  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  when  the  gut  cast  gave  way  and  the 
salmon  carried  off  the  hook.  Mr.  T.  Roddick  had 
a  fair  yellow  trout  with  a  small  spoon  bait,  and 
Captain  Ewart  landed  a  brace  of  yellow  trout  with 
the  Devon  minnow.  Salmon  kelts  are  very 
numerous  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river,  and  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  land  quite  a  number  at  a 
fishing.  Of  course,  they  are  all  returned  to  the 
water  uninjured.  Yellow  trout  are  getting  into 
condition,  and  they  are  likely  to  be  in  good  order 
this  year  at  Easter.  There  was  a  good  rise  of 
March  Brown  fly  on  the  water  the  other  day,  and 
on  March  20  trout  were  feeding  freely  on  the  fly. 
Salmon  are  very  scarce  this  week  in  the  Solway 
nets,  and  at  one  of  the  principal  fisheries  on 
March  19  only  one  box  was  taken  and  despatched 
to  Billingsgate.  Prices  are  very  high  at  present, 
and  on  March  20  the  local  fishmongers  were  offering 
23.  8d.  per  IB.  The  Dumfbibs  Nith. — Little  is 
doing  in  this  river  or  its  tributaries.  The  heavy 
spates  of  March  16  and  17  brought  the  streams 
into  the  best  play  since  the  angling  season  opened, 
but  sport  is  still  disappointing.  Salmon  and  sea- 
trout  kelts  are  now  descending  seaward,  and  many 
have  been  hooked  with  fly  and  difierent  kinds 
of  spinning  baits.  In  the  Mid  -  Nithsdale, 
Angling  Association  stretches  they  are  exceedingly 
numerous.  No  doubt  the  heavy  floods  of  the  end 
of  last  week  will  have  removed  a  goodly  number 
further  down  the  river.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  waters  fishing  for 
trout,  but  the  catches  have  been  small  as  a  rule. 
Trout  are  rising  during  the  middle  part  of  the  day, 
but  they  will  not  look  at  a  fly  in  the  afternoon. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Nothing  is  doing  on  the 
rivers  of  this  district  at  present,  and  trout  fishing 
has  not  had  a  start  on  the  lochs,  owing  to  the  cold 
and  unfavourable  weather.  It  wUl  be  another  week 
or  ten  days  before  there  is  any  trout  fishing  to 
speak  of.  It  is  considered  that  Easter  week  is 
quite  soon  enough  for  yellow  trout  fiishing  on  the 
lochs. — Heatberbell. 

Spey  (Aberlonr) — The  state  of  the  weather  and 
the  water  was  very  unfavourable  for  fishing  during 
the  past  week.  The  weather  was  very  frosty 
and  stormy  during  the  first  three  days  with 
"grue"  running,  and  ice  on  the  pools.  On 
March  15,  a  thaw  set  in,  and  the  river  began 
to  rise.  By  March  17,  it  was  in  full  flood — 
higher  than  it  had  been  jior  a  number  of 
years,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  may  have  produced 
a  good  effect  on  those  parts  of  the  river  where 
gravel  had  accumulated  to  the  detriment  of  fishing. 
On  the  Aberlour  Water  three  salmon  were  killed, 
one  of  ISJlb.  on  March  15,  one  of  61b.  on  March  16, 
and  one  of  9Jlb.  on  March  20,  by  keeper  James 
Reid  and  fisherman  John  Mackenzie,  both  fishing 
for  the  proprietor. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — On  this  day  week  and 
Sunday  the  Spey 'came  down  in  heavy  spate,  and 
at  Fochabers  ro.^e  higher  than  it  has  done  for  the 
last  twelve  years,  while  in  the  upper  districts 
of  Badenoch  it  has  not  been  so  high  for  thirty  years, 
when  it  overflowed  its  banks  in  several  places,  a  tract 
of  valley  about  ten  miles,  between  Newtonmore  and 
Kincraig,  having  been  completely  submerged.  The 
sea  for  miles  along  the  coast  was  discoloured  with 
the  spate  water  from  the  river.  Owing  to  the 
stormy  nature  of  the  weather,  practically  nothing 
is  being  done  at  the  sea  fishings. — J.  M. 
-Tay. — As  a  result  of  the  sudden  thaw  on 
March  15,  the  river  came  down  in  heavy  flood,  and 
by  the  night  of  March  17  had  risen  about  fourteen 
feet  above  the  usual  summer  level,  and  doing  great 
damage  to  embankments  and  arable  lands  all  along 
its  course.  Considerable  flooding  took  place  at  Perth 
both  the  Inches  being  covered  to  a  depth  of  several 
feet.  This  is  the  heaviest  flood  that  has  been 
experienced  since  Jan.  30,  1903.  On  March  18,  it 
fell  back  several  feet  and  is  rapidly  getting  into  ply. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  for  week  ending 
March  20: — Edbadynate. — Fishing  this  water  on 
March  Ifi,  Mr.  J.  Stewart  Robertson  killed  one  fish, 
19^1b.  FiNDYNATE. — Mr.  J.  A.  Dubs  killed  one  fish, 
25lb.,  on  March  15.  Bullechin. — Mr.  G.  W. 
Wolff's   keeper    got  one   fish,   291b.,  on  March 


15.  Cloiohfoldich.  —  Mr.  Macpherson  killed 
one  fish,  161b.  Kinnaird. — Mr.  Thos.  Harlley, 
fishing  this  water  since  the  opening  till  March 
12,  killed  twenty-three  salmon.  Delvtne.  — 
The  boatmen  fishing  this  water  for  Mr.  Graeme 
Whitelaw  killed  two  fish  of  161b.  and  141b.  on 
March  14,  and  two  of  261b.  and  171b.  on  March  15. 
Mctrthly.— Col.  E.  S.  May  caught  five  fish  of  141b., 
121b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  for  the  week.  Upper 
and  Lower  Stanley.  —  Fishing  the  two  beats 
alternately,  Mr.  P.  Jeffery  Mackio  and  Mr.  G.  O. 
Grant  killed  three  fish  of  171b.,  161b.,  and  11  lb.  on 
March  14,  one  of  201b.  on  March  15,  and  two  of 
241b.  and  221b  on  March  16,  while  Mr.  Roderick 
Macdonald  got  one  of  141b.  on  March  19. 
Benohill. — Mr.  Wm.  Black  caught  one  of  221b., 
and  Mr.  Skinner  one  of  81b.  on  March  15. 
Battleby. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats'  boatman  caught 
one  fish  of  281b.  on  March  14  on  the  upper  boat, 
and  another  of  71b.  on  March  15  on  the  lower  beat. 
River  Garry. — Mr.  P.  McArthur,  fishing  the 
Bonskeid  Water  on  March  19,  killed  two  nice  fish 
of  171b.  and  131b.  River  Tummel. — Fishing  the 
Fishers  Hotel  (Pitlochry)  Water  on  March  14  Mr. 
Forbes  secured  a  nice  fish  of  141b.  and  on  March 
15  another  angler  one  of  181b. — A.  A. 

Tlxnrao  (CaitlineBB). — Since  last  report  the 
river  for  a  week  was  completely  frozen  up  and  the 
ice  so  hard  it  could  not  be  broken.  The  thaw  set 
in  on  March  16  and  ice  broke  up  on  March  17 
and  18,  and  on  the  day  following  the  river  was  in 
excellent  order,  five  out  of  the  six  rods  getting  fish, 
with  Mr.  Pople,  one  fish,  151b.,  on  No.  7  Beat;  Mr. 
Green,  two  of  81b.  each,  on  No.  6  Beat ;  Commander 
Dormer,  one  of  91b.,  on  No.  4  Beat ;  Mr.  Thorburn's 
gillie,  one  of  101b.,  No.  3  Beat,  and  Mr.  Crossfield 
on©  of  101b.,  ton  No.  1  Beat.  On  March  20, 
Mr.' Crossfield  got  one,  171b.,  on  No.  8  Beat;  Mr. 
Pople,  two  of  161b.  each,  on  No.  6  Beat;  and  Mr. 
Green,  one,  161b.,  on  No.  4  Beat. — A. A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandoxi  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  in  good  order, 
but  salmon  not  showing  much.  At  Enniskeane, 
Mr.  J.  O'Donnell  had  one  salmon,  19 Jib.  ;  Dr.  Smith, 
two,  301b.  and  l^Xh. ;  Mr.  J.  Nicols,  one.  101b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Colthurst,  one,  101b.  At  Ballineen,  Mr.  W. 
Bennett,  two.  81b.  and  91b.  On  Lord  Bandon's 
water,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hainan,  two,  lOJIb.  and  111b., 
and  Lord  Bandon  one,  9jlb.  At  Desert,  Mr.  W. 
Bevan,  one,  5Jlb.  On  the  Carrigmore  water,  Mr. 
Morton,  one,  9Jlb.  At  Buxter's  Bridge,  Mr.  T. 
Tanner,  two,  10|lb.  and  1  IJlb.  At  Bandon,  Mr.  W. 
Tanner,  one,  15Jlb.  At  Manch,  Mr.  J.  McCarthy, 
one,  8 Jib.,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Hosford  had  a  very  fine 
trout,  weighing  5jlb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork).  —  The  river  is  now 
getting  into  good  order  after  the  recent  floods. 
Sport  generally  has  been  poor,  but  during  the 
coming  week  there  should  be  a  marked  improve- 
ment. On  Mr.  Dennehy's  water,  Mr.  F.  W.  Lucas 
had  one  salmon,  lOjlb.  On  Ballynaroon  water,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Logan  had  five,  191b.,  151b.,  121b.,  81b.,  and 
7lb.  On  the  Careysvill©  water  sport  has  not  been 
up  to  the  average,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  water,  but  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  having 
a  better  time  during  the  coming  weeks. — W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Notwithstanding  we  had  a 
very  nice  flood  during  past  week,  sport  has  been 
somewhat  indifferent,  apparently  due  to  the  cold, 
frosty -nights,  and  hard  east  winds  preventing  the 
fish  taking  the  river.  The  following  are  the  results 
in  this  district  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain.  On  Slane, 
sport  was  very  fair.  On  Ardmulchan,  Mr.  Sullivan 
had  one  of  191b.  On  Lower  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Mar- 
riage had  one  of  lOlb.  On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Sir 
Francis  Ley,  Bart.,  Lady  Ley,  and  guest  had  eleven, 
of  261b.,  251b.,  251b.,  251b.,  231b.,  231b  ,  171b.,  171b., 
121b.,  111b.,  and  lOlb.  On  the  Blackwater  section 
Mr.  Sclater  had  three  of  201b.,  181b.,  111b.  There 
will  not  be  good  sport  until  we  get  genial  weather. 
— Boyne  Ranger. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  — Trouting 
continues  good  on  the  Erne.  Capt.  Auchinleck, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Townsend,  C.E.,  Col.  Carpendale,  and  the 
Master  Crawfords  had  some  good  sport  during  the 
past  week. — ^M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killamey.  —  Brown  trout  have  afforded  nice 
sport  on  the  few  favourable  days  that  were  had. 
At  Caragh  and  Glencar  matters  have  been  dull 
recently  owing  to  the  prevailing  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  River  (oo.  Cork). — The  river  during  the 
week  has  been  in  good  order,  and  sport  has  some- 
what improved.  Salmon  are  now  showing  more 
numerous  on  the  various  fisheries.  On  William's 
Hotel  water,  Macroom,  Mr.  J.  B.  Massy  had  one 
salmon  of  121b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Barry,  three,  181b.,  151b., 
and  71b.  On  Mashonaglass  water,  Mr.  J.  Barry, 
two,  101b.  and  141b. ;  Major  Gumming,  R.A.M-C, 
one,  7  Jib.  On  the  Warrenscourt  water,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Crawshay,  two,  101b.  and  221b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Boring, 
one,  11  lb.    On  the  Nettleville  water,  Mr.  T.  G. 


Duplisses,  three.  At  Carrigdrohid,  Mr.  F.  St.  Leger 
Carter,  eight,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  101b., 
and  12Ib.  At  Ash  ton  water,  Mr.  C.  Ashe,  one,  141b. 
On  the  Fargus  water.  Major  C.  E.  Wilson,  two,  131b. 
and  151b.  ;  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  two,  91b.  and  15Jlb.  On 
Innislinga  water,  Mr.  T.  W.  Fitzgibbon,  one,  7 Jib. 
On  Ballineadig  water.  Colonel  Adamson,  two.  On 
Clashaneur  water,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one. — W.  H. 

Longrh  Carrane,  eto  (Watervllle,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  is  improving.  The  following  fish  were  had 
during  the  week  : — Ned  Dennehy,  throe  salmon, 
weighing  13Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  and  101b.  ;  Denis  Currane, 
one,  11  lb. ;  and  Tom  Sullivan,  one,  11  Jib.  Salmon 
are  arriving  in  fair  or  average  numbers,  and  spring 
sea-trout  continue  to  arrive.  All  waters  are  in 
order,  but  perhaps  a  little  on  the  low  side. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougfh  iXelvlUi — Trouting  has  been  good  during 
the  past  week,  and  although  the  weather  was  un- 
favourable most  of  the  time,  the  few  anglers  who 
were  out  took  some  nice  gillaroos  and  brown  trout. 
Mr.  K.  landed  two  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  3Jlb.  and 
2|lb.  trolling  on  March  16.  The  first  salmon  angler 
— Mr.  H.  H.  Walker — has  arrived  to-day  at  Scott's 
Hotel  Garrison,  for  salmon  fishing  on  the  lake. — 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Anglers  went  out  on  March  17  for  the  first  time 
this  season.  The  trout  ro.se  fairly  well  on  a  few  of 
the  waters,  though  it  is  still  rather  early  for  fly- 
fishing on  them.  The  following  were  the  best 
takes.  On  Drenane,  one  of  thirteen  ibrown  trout ; 
on  Cummeravanig  one  of  fourteen  ;  on  Coomcatcun 
twenty-seven ;  on  Coomavoher,  thirty,  and  on 
Bricdarg,  one  of  thirty-four. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Lough*  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Very  little  salmon  angling  during  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  discoloured  water  after  the 
heavy  snow  and  rain.  On  the  Blackrock  Pool  some 
beauties  of  sea-trout  were  got,  best  basket  eleven, 
largest,  2Jlb.  Some  very  nice  trout  were  got  on 
the  loughs,  largest  4Jlb.  As  I  am  writing  the 
weather  appears  fine,  and  plenty  of  spring  salmon 
in  the  river.  The  salmon  weirs  are  doing  very  well, 
largest  fish,  24Jlb. ;  also  a  good  many  can  be  seen 
playing  in  the  pools.  Some  trout  were  got  on 
Loughs  Callow  and  Talt.  I  wish  the  weather  would 
keep  fine. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  the  World's  End 
waters,  Mr.  G.  B.  Tunstall  Moore  killed  five  salmon, 
251b.,  301b.,  351b.,  361b.,  and  27lb.  On  Doonas, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon,  19Jlb.  and 
441b.,  the  latter  was  a  splendidly-proportioned 
Salmon  measuring,  length,  46Jin.,  girth  28Jin. 
Owing  to  very  heavy  rains  the  water  has  been  too 
high  during  the  week,  but  is  now  dropping  down 
again  to  a  nice  level. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingfar). — 
Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  no  angling  sport 
to  record.  The  weather  has  put  on  its  very  worst 
behaviour  since  the  season  opened,  and  although 
some  nice  trout  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  the 
hotels  and  other  places  in  Mullingar,  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion  that  these  have  been  taken  on  the  eel- 
lines,  many  miles  of  which  are  set  in  the  Westmeath 
lakes  baited  with  worms.  In  earlier  years  I  have 
seen  these  lines  examined,  and  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  to  see  as  many  as  two  dozen  good  trout  up  to 
31b.  and  41b.  weight  taken  on,  say,  a  quarter  mile 
of  line.  These  night  lines  were  in  many  instances 
also  baited  with  trout  fry,  but  this  has  been  for 
some  years  past  prohibited  by  bye-law.    T.  J.  W. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Heme  Bay. — Codling  and  pouting  are  stUl  here 
in  fair  quantity,  one  boat  on  March  18  landing  five 
and  a  half  score  of  codling  and  a  score  of  pouting. 
Eels  are  beginning  to  run,  and  fair  sport  may  be 
expected  bobbing  for  them  in  the  shallow  water, 
should  the  weather  get  settled. — E.  F.  Wheeler. 

Fljrmouth. — There  has  not  been  much  doing 
during  the  week  ;  the  cold  snap  of  north-east  wind 
has  prevented  the  fishermen  from  going  out ;  the 
regular  boats  have  been  bringing  in  small  catches, 
but  not  anything  like  it  ought  to  be.  The  hook 
and  line  boats  have  been  doing  fairl}^  well  with 
whiting  and  rough  fish,  and  some  of  the  steam 
trawlers  from  the  distant  grounds  have  brought  in 
mixed  catches.  The  piers  and  rocks  have  not  been 
favoured  much  by  the  rod  fishermen. — William 
Heardkb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Blagdon  Lake  TRorrT  Ova. — The  last  report 
of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association,  sent  out  by 
Mr.  E.  R.  Austin,  hon.  secretary,  states  that  Mr. 
Colin  Mather  has  kindly  presented  to  the  association 
3000  eyed  ova  from  the  celebrated  Blagdon  Lake 
trout.  They  arrived  safely  at  Horton,  and  are  now 
hatching.  The  alevins  are  remarkably  fine,  being 
twice  the  size  of  those  from  the  Ribble. — The  Field. 
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Blacdon  Lake 
Trout  Fry 

FOR  SALE. 


For  Prices  apply  to — 

Mr.  DONALD  CARR,  Ubley,  Near  Bristol. 


The  TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

RAINBOW  TROUT  FOR  SALE 

TO  CLEAR  OUT  FOR  COMING  SEASON. 

Yearlings   and   Two  -  Year  -  Olds. 

^pply_MANAGER,  Fisheey,  Milton,  Burton-on-Trent. 

THE  WELHAM   PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIBE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch   Leven,  and  Rainbow, 
Roach  and  Perch. 

Agtply,  DONALD  WALKER,  Managing  Dlrootor. 

THE  MOST  USEFUL  PRESENT  TO  A  FISHERMAN. 

Meat,  Btteciive,  and  Portable,  and  always  ready. 

A  FRIEND  IN  NEED. 


Di»  you  ever  get  your  Flies  caiaght  up  a  tree  ?  Well — 

Use  a  "  RELEASER." 

Insert  the  tip  of  your  rod  under  the  rubber  band  (see  cut),  and 
raise  the  "  RELEASER"  to  the  twig  and  withdraw  rod,  leaving 
the  "  RELEASER  "  on  the  twig.  A  slight  tug  on  the  attached 
cord  will  cut  the  twig  ;  down  it  comes,  and  your  flies  and  leader 
are  saved. 

Price,  in  Leather  Case,  2/-  eacli. 

•^t  KCiALiTy — ^Split  Cane  and  Greenheart  Rods  Made  and  Repaired,  and  all  patterns  of  Ferrules 
made  on  the  premises  by  first-class  workmen.   A  trial  will  convince. 


|jr'AI[\W    |II|J|TTV  f^l^^'l^    TACKLE  MANUFACTORY, 

ntlln I  W nl  I  I  1,15,  Basnett  St.,  Liverpool 


(ONLY  ADDRESS). 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY 


STIRLING,  N.B, 


Send  for  Price  list  of  .  ,  . 

OVA,  FRY.  YEARLING,  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO. 
LEVENENSIS  IRIDEUS,  &C. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO 

orders  should  be  booked  early  to  prevent 
disappointmentm 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN    TROUT,  Pry,  25/0  per  l.OOO. 

RAINBOW   TROUT.  Yearlings,  from  25/0  per  100. 

LOCH   LEVEN  TROUT.       2.year-olds,  from  70/0  per  100. 
SHRIMPS,  SNAILS,  etc.,  from  £1  per  pint. 
FERTILISED  MAY-FLY  OVA.  Price  lAsts  free  on  Applicati<m. 

Apply— MANAGE Bf  Andoversfordf  Gloucestershire, 


BIBURY  FISHERY, 

Nr.  FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 


A   large  quantity  of  well-grown 

BROWN  &  RAINBOW  TROUT  YEARLINGS, 

mainly  naturally  fed. 

Apply,  A.  SEVERN. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA, 

North umberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  -   -  - 

LONDON. 


First-class.  Renowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day. 

GORDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 
Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London. " 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  ist  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wters  Freres,  30,  Quai  de  Louvre,Pari6 


Two-year-old  &  Three-year-old  FARIO  TROUT 

to  dispose  of  at  very  reasonable  prices. 


]M[essi*s.  JLJM^JDRSWS,  Tlxe  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere 
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Jlssocitttions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting  on  March  14  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was 
in  the  chair.  A  gentleman  was  nominated  for 
membership.  It  was  arranged  that  the_final  round 
for  the  club  cup,  unavoidably  postponed  on 
March  11,  should  be  fislied  for  on  March  18.  It  was 
also  decided  to  have  an  informal  house  dinner  at 
London  headquarters  on  March  29,  at  8  p.m.,  to  be 
followed  by  a  concert,,  in  connection  with  the 
"  sides  "  matclijin  the  club  water  at  Harefield 
on  March  25,  and  those  taking  part  in  the  match 
are  ,  requested  to  meet  at  the  Fisheries  Hotel  at 
10.30  a.m.  The  meeting  resolved  to  support  the 
proposal  of  the  T.A.P.S.  as  to  increasing  the  stan- 
dard of  dace  and  roach.  Mr.  J.  Henderson  reported 
that  he  had  taken  roach,  perch,  and  jack  from 
the  Wey.  Mr.  Batchelor  brought  up  two  pike  over 
61b.  each  on  March  7  ;  and  Mr  Metz  a  chub  of 
3^1b.,  on  March  13.  Several  members  visited  Hare- 
field  on  March  18,  when  tlie  final  roiuid  for  the 
club  cup  was  fished  off.  The  competition  was  keen 
and  exciting,  the  result  being  that  Mr.  Metz  was 
first,  and  therefore  wins  the  cup.  Messrs.  Wood 
Barrett,  Cracknel!,  and  Dr.  Moore  also  had  roach, 
and  will  be  awarded  silver  medals.  It  may,  however, 
be  mentioned  that  the  day  was  by  no  means  favour- 
able for  sport,  as  a  rough  and  cold  wind  blew  all 
day.  Roacli  were  also  taken  by  Messrs.  Blagrave, 
Loudensach,  and  Yarham  (best,  1  lb.  loz.)..  Mr. 
Sage  had  two  jack  ;  and  Messrs.  Barnes  and 
Bainton  roach  from  another  part  of  the  Colne,  the 
latter  having  some  nice  lish  up  to  1  lb.  7^oz.  The 
dates  of  the  annual  general  meeting  and  annual 
dinner  will  be  announced  shortly.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  society,  which  took 
place  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  March  20,  was  a 
most  successful  function.  Despite  wet  and  bois- 
terous weather,  there  was  a  very  large  attendance, 
including  many  ladies,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson 
presiding  with  conspicuous  ability.  After  a  capital 
and  well-served  repast,  to  which  ample  justice  was 
done,  the  post-prandial  proceedings  were  intro- 
duced by  a  few  words  of  welcome  to  the  visitors 
from  the  genial  chairman,  thereafter  following  a 
choice  programme  of  music,  etc.,  under  the  very 
efficient  direction  of  Messrs.  E.  H.  Cox  and  A.  W. 
Parker.  Mr.  C.  S.  Parker,  as  usual,  delighted  the 
audience  with  some  skilfully  rendered  beautiful 
violin  soloes,  whilst  in  the  vocal  part  the  fine  fresh 
voice  of  Miss  Daisy  Howard  was  heard  to  advantage  ; 
Mr.  Wilson  was,  as  usual,  greatly  appreciated,  and 
well  deserved  the  encore  obtained,  Messrs.  Orpin, 
Priest,  Reeves,  and  Frost  White  also  giving  very 
successfully  some  capital  songs.  The  humorous 
portion  was  well  supported  by  Messrs.  G.  H.  Green 
and  Prim,  the  latter  gentleman  being  much  encored, 
whilst  a  pleasant  variation  was  a  capital  recitation 
by  Mr.  G.  Wheeler.  The  toast  list  was  a  short  one, 
and  included  "  The  King  "  and  "  C.L.P.S.,"  responded 
to  by  Messrs.  Bentley  and  T.  Gilbert,  whilst  for  "  The 
Press"  Messrs.  Howard  {Fishing  Gazette),  Crumplen 
— "  Old  Izaak  " — (People),  and  Huggett  (City  Press) 
made  adequate  and  entertaining  response.  In  the 
course  of  the  customary  interval,  the  fine  cup 
recently  won  by  Mr.  John  Warne,  for  the  heaviest 
river  pike  taken  this  season,  was  presented  to  Mr. 
John  Warne,  who  made  a  suitable  acknowledg- 
ment, and  a  telegram  was  read  from  the  donor  of 
the  prize — Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez — in  which  he  pro- 
mised to  present  a  similar  cup  this  coming  season. 
The  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,  Ladies,  and  Artistes  " 
having  been  duly  honovired,  was  replied  to  on  their 
behalf  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  and  an  enthusiastic 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  with  musical 
honpurs,  and  the  National  Anthem,  closed  the  very 
successful  proceedings. — Ho:^i.  Sec. 

Gresham  ANGLwa  Society. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  presided  over  a  well-attended 
meeting  on  March  20.  Several  visitors  were  present, 
attracted  doubtless  by  the  announcement  that  they 
would  be  heartily  welcomed  to  hear  a  lecture  by 
the  Rev.  E.  Meyer,  entitled  "  Across  the  Broad 
Atlantic  Thirty  Yea^s  Ago."  It  is  difficult  within 
the  limits  of  a  modest  report  to  describe  the  incident 
so  ably  narrated  by  the  rev.  gentleman,  and  quite 
impossible  to  convey  through  the  medium  of  cold 
print  the  charm  of  his  discourse.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  those  present  thoroughly  appreciated  the 
entertainment  provided,  as  the  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  accorded  to  Father  Meyer  showed.  Several 
applications  for  membership  were  received,  and 
will  be  dealt  with  in  due  course.  A  good  many 
fishing  reports  were  given  in  during  the  evening, 
but  the  changeable  nature  of  the  weather  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  paucity  of  the  "  takes." 
Still,  Mr.  Salmond  had  a  nice  bag  of  roach  from 
Kelvedon,  and  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  some  excellent 
ones  from  private  water,  whilst  Messrs.  Gill  and 


Bayliffe  managed  to  secure  a  few  nice  fish.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Kelvedon  fishery 
closes  on  March  31.  Capital  reports  as  to  the  pro- 
spects for  the  "  first  "  (which  will  be  the  second 
this  year)  have  been  received  froin  the  Chesham 
fishery, — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  March  20 ;  the  prize 
distribution  takes  place  on  April  3,  when  a  full 
attendance  is  requested.    Mr.  F.  Clay  has  weighed 
in  chub  up  to  21b.  13Joz. — O.  S.  G.,  Sec.  (pro  tern.). 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
(March  19)  meeting,  but  reports  of  |the  wind-up 
of  the  coarse  fishing  season  on  many  rivers  were 
poor  in  the  extreme.  The  unfavourable  weather 
had  much  to  do  with  this  ;  as,  however,  roach 
fishing  is  allowed  at  Uxbridge  in  that  society's  part 
of  the  Colne  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  month, 
there  is  yet  a  chance  of  members  making  the  acquain- 
tance of  the  red  fins.  Till  now  the  takes  of  roach  have 
been  the  worst  recorded.  During  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  season  it  has  been  diffi(nilt  to  scrape  together 
a  dozen  respectable  fish.  Plenty  of  small  ones 
have  come  to  bank,  and  many  opine  that  the 
practice  of  constantly  returning  vmdersized  fish 
has  had  much  to  do  with  rendering  them  shy  when 
they  mature.  The  vice-president,  shortly  before 
the  close  of  the  season,  took  a  fine  chub  of  61b.  5oz. 
on  the  Avon.  On  Monday  (March  26)  the  House 
Dinner  takes  place,  and  there  is  room  for  a  few 
more  members  and  guests.  The  discussion  to 
follow  on  the  shortage  of  water  in  our  rivers  is  one 
of  all-absorbing  interest  to  anglers,  especially  those 
who  fish  the  Colne,  which  has  suffered  much  through 
the  abstraction  of  its  supply. — Hon.  Sec. 


KINROSS-SHIRE  FISHING  CLUB. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Kinross-shire 
Fishing  Club  was  held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross, 
on  January  19,  when  Mr.  John  Bogie,  president, 
occupied  the  chair.  The  financial  statement  showed 
a>  very  satisfactory  balance  in  hand  of  £53  4s.  Id., 
the  number  of  members  being  sixty-one.  Office- 
bearers were  elected  as  follows : — Patron,  Sir  Basil 
Montgomery,  Bart.  ;  President,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson, 
Markinch ;  Vice-President,  Rev.  Mr.  Williamson, 
Kinross ;  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Clydesdale  Bank,  Kinross.  Four  competition  fix- 
tures were  made  to  be  held  on  Loch  Leven,  the 
opening  competition  being  fixed  for  May  3. — 
Robert  B.  Laing. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  armual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  at  the 
Devonshire  Hotel, ^Matlock  Bath,  on  Saturday, 
March  17.  Mr.  Arthur  Pearson,  of  Chesterfield, 
occupied  the  chair,  presiding  over  a  large  body 
of  members.  The  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr. 
H.  Cooper,  presented  the  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  a  balance  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
association  of  £32  15s.  3d.,  and  reported  that  400 
two-year-old  fario  had  been  turned  into  the 
river,  from  the  stock-ponds,  in  October  Isist,  and  that 
1000  two-year-old  fario  had  been  bought,  and 
would  be  delivered  on  March  27.  These  would  be 
distributed  over  the  association's  waters.  He  also 
reported  that  a  considerable  number  of  coarse  fish 
had  been  taken  from  the  water  during  the  past 
winter,  and  that  a  fair  number  of  trout  were  now 
showing  themselves. 

Correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Fisheries,  the  Derbyshire  County  Council,  and  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board  was  read,  respecting  the 
destruction  of  fish  in  the  River  Derwent  in  September 
last,  which  showed  that  these  estimable  bodies  were 
quite  imable  to  help  the  association  in  a  practical 
manner.  The  meeting  decided  to  raise  the  yearly 
subscription  to  two  guineas  and  the  entrance  fee  to 
two  guineas,  whilst  the  weekly  tickets  were  raised 
to  10s.,  and  the  daily  tickets  to  2s.  6d.  A  new  class 
of  ticket-holders  was  made  :  upon  election  and  pay- 
ment of  20s.  per  annum,  holders  of  these  tickets 
could  fish  with  any  legal  liu'e  from  Cawdor  Bridge, 
at  the  top  of  the  water,  to  Masson  Weir,  at  Matlock 
Bath,  in  the  association's  waters.  The  lovely 
stretch  of  river  from  Cromford  Bridge  to  the  Robin 
Hood  Saw  Mills  at  Whatstandwell  is  still  strictly 
reserved  for  fly  fishing  for  members  and  visitors, 
and  is  well  stocked  with  trout.  Mr.  F.  C.  Ark- 
wright,  D.L.,  J. P.,  was  re-elected  president ;  Mr. 
A.  S.  Marsden  Smedley  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Strutt, 
J. P.,  were  elected  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  Henry 
Cooper  was  re-elected  treasurer  and  secretary, 
with  a  full  committee.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Hare,  and  seconded  by 


the'chairman,  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  his  services  as  trcii- 
surer  and  secretary  during  the  past  year,  to  whicli 
Mr.  Cooper  suitably  responded.  The  trout  season 
opens  on  the  Derwent  (Derbyshire)  on  Monday. 
March  26,  including  Darleydale  Club's  water  and 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
waters ;  the  Chatsworth  fishery  on  Monday, 
April  2,  and  the  Wye  (Derbj^shire)  on  the  latter 
date.    Hope  it  will  be  a  better  season  than  last. 

Jas.  Henstock. 


THE  CUMBERLAND  VENDACE  A 
DISTINCT  SPECIES. 


Some  time  ago  an  account  was  given  in  the  Field 
of  the  British  fresh-water  fishes  of  the  genus 
Coregontis,  as  represented  by  the  vendace  of  Loch- 
maben,  and  the  poUan,  ^wyniad,  etc.,  of  other 
lakes,  special  attention  bemg  directed  to  the  fact 
that  these  are  derived  from  a  marine  type,  and 
that  owing  to  their  isolation  in  lakes  where  they 
keep  to  deep  water  they  have  become  diflerentiat<id 
into  a  number  of  more  or  less  nearly  related 
species.  Since  that  list  was  published  the  number 
of  British  species  has  been  increased  by  one,  Mr. 
C.  T.  Regan,  of  the  British  Museum,  having  been 
able  to  demonstrate  that  the  vendace  of  Winder- 
mere and  Bassenthwaite  Lakes,  Cumberland,  is 
entitled  to  rank  as  a  distinct  species.  Apparently 
this  vendace  keeps  to  very  deep  water  and  cannof 
be  netted,  and  the  five  specimens  sent  to  the 
British  Museum  were  found  floating  dead  on  the 
surface.  According  to  the  description  which  ap- 
pears in  the  February  issue  of  the  Annals  and 
Magazine  of  Natural  History  the  Windermere 
vendace,  which  it  is  proposed  to  call  Coregonus 
gracilior,  is  closely  allied  to  the  vendace  of  Loch- 
maben,  Dumfriesshire,  but  is  of  more  slender  form, 
with  fewer  gill -rakers,  a  different  scale-formula, 
and  the  fins  distinctly  pale  yellow,  instead  of 
yellowish  or  greyish.  If  only  those  who  have  the 
opportunity  would  collect  specimens  of  fi.sh  of  this 
group  from  all  the  lakes  in  which  they  occur,  and 
send  them  to  London  for  determination,  it  is 
possible  that  other  new  forms  would  be  discovered. 
If  for  no  other  reason,  the  study  of  this  group  of 
fi.shes  is  of  considerable  interest  from  the  poitit  of 
view  of  variation  and  the  development  of  new 
species. — The  Field. 


ABOUT  EELS. 


In  Chambers'  Journal,  Aug.  29,  1896,  is  this : — 
"In  a  Belgian  paper  a  wonderful  story  is  told  by 
M.  Fiston  of  certain  observations  which  he  has 
made  upon  the  habits  of  eels.  He  had  planted  at 
a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  bank  of  a  river  where  eels  were  plentiful 
several  plots  of  peas  ;  as  the  peas  reached  maturity 
he  noticed  that  some  of  the  pods  were  gnawed 
through  with  an  even,  clean  cut,  and  he  at  once 
attributed  the  damage  to  field  mice.  But  his 
gardener  one  day  informed  him  that  he  had  visited 
the  ground  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  saw 
several  '  serpents '  come  from  among  the  peas  at 
his  approach,  and  go  to  the  river.  The  next 
morning  M.  Fiston  himself  went  to  the  field,  and 
threw  a  stone  into  the  middle  of  the  peas,  when  at 
once  out  came  a  dozen  eels  which  fled  towards  the 
stream.  It  has  long  been  known  that  eels  will 
leave  the  water  and  take  to  land  in  search  of 
insects,  and  they  have  also  been  said  to  eat  cereals, 
but  a  diet  of  peas  for  such  creatures  is  something 
new. 

"  In  the  fourteenth  century  the  conger  eel  was 
admitted  as  a  chief  dish  to  the  tables  of  the  highest 
nobility,  and  it  was  reserved  as  a  chief  rent  in  the 
underletting  of  land.  At  present  this  fish  is  pur- 
chased by  the  agricultural  population,  and  much 
value  is  set  on  the  melt  and  roe,  on  account  of  the 
fat  in  which  these  organs  are  embedded,  and  which, 
from  the  absence  of  all  rancid  or  disagreeable 
smell  and  taste,  is  employed  in  select  cookery. 

"  There  was  an  established  trade  in  the  West  of 
England  for  a  special  preparation  of  this  fish  in 
the  time  of  King  John;  for  we  are  told  that, 
following  the  example  of  his  Norman  predecessors, 
at  the  small  price  of  six  marks,  he  assigned  to 
certain  merchants  of  Bayonne,  the  same  who 
already  possessed  the  sole  privilege  of  the  whale 
fishery,  the  monopoly  of  the  right  of  drying 
congers  in  this  country.  The  fish  were  cut  flat 
through  their  length,  so  that  they  might  be  f ewn 
together  by  their  edges  to  form  a '  sheet.  They 
were  then  hoisted  on  a  framework,  without  salt, 
imtil  the  fat  had  melted,  dried,  or  taken  flight.  In 
this  state  they  were  grated  into  soup  in  the 
countries  to  which  they  were  sent.  This  was 
known  as  conger  doust,  or  douce,  and  was  exported 
to  Spain  and  Portugal." — Gough. 
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WYERS 
FRlRES' 


T 


ON  SALE  IN  THE  CITY. 


ANGLERS ! 

DO  NOT  FAIL  TO  CALL  AND  SEE  THE 

FINEST  SHOW  OF  TACKLE, 


AND  MAKE  A 


Personal  Selection. 

SALB  ROOM: 

104  &  105,  CHARTERHOUSE  HOTEL  aitc.) 
CHARTERHOUSE  SQUARE,  LONDON,  E.G. 

One  minute  from  Aldersgate  Station. 


Saturday,  March  24, 

AND 

Monday,  March  26,  to  Saturday,  March  31 

OPEN  EACH  DAY  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 


SPECIAL  TACKLE.  ttllJr^'lX 


Manager,  ALBERT  SMITH,  who  will  be  in  attendance 

each  day. 


TACKLE  DIRECT  FROM  THE  MAKERS 
TO  THE  ANGLER. 


Catalogues  Post  Free, 

WYERS  FRERES 

CONTINENTAL  WORKS 
REDDITCH. 

Telephone  :  23  Redditch. 


NOW  READY  at  all  Booksellers  and  LibraHes. 


New  Work  by  "The  Amateur  Ang-ler." 

FISHING  FOR  PLEASURE 

AND 

CATCHING  IT. 

Being  an  Account  of  various  Holiday  and  other  Angling  Excursions 
in  1903,  1904,  and  1905,  described  in  Fourteen  Chapters, 

BY 

E.  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

And  Two  Chapters  on 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES 

BY 

R.  B.  MARSTON. 


'  Complete  content — the  day  has  brought  it — 
He  fished  for  pleasure — and  he  caught  it." — The  Optimist, 


Crown  8vo.,  i68  pp.,  cloth,  gilt  top,  15  Illustrations,  printed  on  Chiswick 
Press  specially  prepared  antique  laid  paper,  price  3s.  6d.  net. 


T.  WERNER   LAURIE,  CLIFFORD'S   INN,  LONDON,  E.C. 


"Loch  Ffixa  "  and  "Loch  Cuin," 
and  River  Bellart. 

CENTRAL  FISHING  QUARTERS. 

GlenBellart(Teiiiperaiice)Hotel 

DERVAIC,  ISLE  OF  MULL 

Excellent  Sea  aud  Brown  Trout  and  Salmon 
Fishing.  Tariff  moderate.  Telegrams — "  Glen 
Bellart,  Dervaig."  Posting. 

M.  MACDONALD,  Proppietor. 


TROUT  FISHING 
TO  LET. 


A  capital  well-stocked  stretch  within 
25  miles  of  London. — Apply  F.  E. 
Eldred,  22,  Wray  Crest,  N. 


Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
Outfit 


Cost  £25,  will  accept  £12  ;  practically  as 
good  as  new.  Approval. — For  particulars, 
apply  J.  Macdonald,  34,  Talbot  St., 
Cardiff. 


To  be  Sold  or  Let, 

Small  Freehold  Estate 

ON    WSIL.SH  DEE. 

About  1  IMile  of  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Coarse  Fishing ;  also  Shooting.  Ten- 
roomed  Furnished  Villa,  Stabling  and 
Boating.    Apply — 

PERKS  &  LANNING, 

13,  Waterloo  Place.  Pall  Mall,  London. 


TROUT  FLIES!  TROUT  FLIES ! 

Trout  Flies  on  Fine  Drawn  Gut,  1/6  per 
doz. ;  on  Finest  Drawn  Gut  and  on 
Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  and  2/-  per  dozen. 

Three  Flies  mounted  on  Fine  Drawn 
Gut  Casts,  1/3.  Flies  dressed  to  pattern 
at   shortest  notice. 


Mrs.  PEIRSE,  Masterman  Cottage, 
Middleton-in-Teesdale. 


Hunily,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL, 

in  the  heart  of  the  Gordon  country.  Excellent 
fishing  in  Deveron  and  Bogie  at  nominal  charges. 
The  house  is  modern  with  all  conveniences. 
Good  cooking,  and  all  the  comforts  of  a  home 
from  home.  T.ariff  moderate.  Boarding  terms 
from  £2  2s.  to  £3  3s.  Reduction  made  for  party 
of  two  or  more.  List  of  charges  on  application. 
Hiring  in  all  its  branches. — Proprietor,  John 
McDonald,  Huntly  Hotel,  Huntly,  N.B.,  and 
also  of  the  Hotel  Uunvegan,  Skye. 


On  MARCH  26. 

With  a  Photogravure  Frontispiece. 
Small  Demy  8vo.    10/6  net. 

SEVENTY  YEARS'  FISHING. 


CHARLES  QEORQE  BARRINQTON,  C.B. 

{formerly  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.) 


London : 

SMITH  ELDER  &  CO.,  15,  Waterloo  Place,  S.W. 


CHAMOIS  LEATHER. 
RICHARD  WHEATLEY  &  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Manufacturers, 

93,  SPENCER  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM, 

Can  supply  Chamois  Leather,  warranted 
free  from  deleterious  matter ;  every  skin 
marked  as  under: — 


WARRANTED  NON  DELETERIOUS. 
Wholesale  and  Shipping  only. 


SALE  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MR.  STEVENS,  ,3S,  King  Street, 
Coveiit  Garden,  will  SELL 

B  ILT  CANE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  RODS,  SEA  and  other 
RODS,  FLIES,  :-ASTS,  REELS,&c. 
On.  Fx>icl£i>y,  IVIarcla  30. 


CA-tALOGVES  VOST  VREE. 
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Each  hedge  is  cover'd  thick  vnth  green, 
And,  where  the  hedqer  late  hath  been. 
Young  tender  shoots  begin  to  grow 
From  out  the  mossy  stumps  below. 
But  woodmen  still  on  Spring  intrude. 
And  storm  the  greening  solitude. 
With  sharpen'd  axes  felling  down 
The  oak-trees,  budding  into  brown. 

— Clabe. 


Messrs.  Wyeks  Fb^res'  Sale. 
At  the  request  of  many  customers  and  friends, 
Messrs.  Wyers  Fr^res,  of  the  Continental  Works, 
Redditch,  are  sending  a  fine  stock  of  their  higli 
grade  tackle  for  sale  at  the  Charterhouse  Hotel, 
Charterhouse  -  square,  London,  B.C.  The  Show 
and  Sale  Rooms  will  be  open  daily  from  9  a.m.  to 
9  p.m.,  commencing  to-day,  Saturday,  March  24, 
and  Monday,  March  26,  to  Saturday,  March  31. 


A  SPECIAL  general  meeting  of  the  Anglo-French 
Piscatorial  Society  will  be  held  on  the  club  premises, 
5,  Lisle-street,  W.,  on  Saturday,  March  31,  for  the 
transaction  of  important  business.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  at  7  p.m.  prompt. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  dinner,' held  at  the  Hotel 
Cecil  last  Wednesday  evening,  was  a  huge  success. 
I  had  intended  to  be  present,  but  fate  ruled  other- 
wise, Fo  the  pleasure  is  deferred  for  another  time. 
These  annual  functions  do  heaps  of  good  in  further 
enhancing  the  good-fellowship  that  exists  amongst 
anglers.  I  say  good  luck  to  the  B.S.A.,  and  may 
they  go  one  better  each  succeeding  year. 


On  page  202  is  given  an  account  of  the  present- 
ation to  Mr.  Thomas  Coles,  President  Birmingham 
and  District  United  Angling  Association,  President 
Birmingham  and  District  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  and  member  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board. 
His  portrait,  with  an  account  of  the  good  work  he 
had  done,  was  given  in  these  columns  on  Feb.  9, 
1895;  and  the  good  work  he  has  accomplished 
during  the  last  ten  years  has  resulted  in  the  hand- 
some testimonial  which  he  so  richly  deserves. 


I  DID  not  go  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's 
competition  at  Rye  House  on  March  18  ;  in  fact, 
I  did  not  get  as  far  as  Liverpool-street.  I  wish  I  had 
now,  for  they  say  there's  luck  in  odd  numbers,  and 
apparently  the  obverse  holds  good,  for  exactly  600 
entered,  but  only  thirty  caught  fish.  Don't  blame 
me  for  failing  to  make  the  number  lucky.  There 
are  hundreds  of  others  who  ought  to  have  gone, 
and  who  can  each  himself  accuse  of  being  the  "  odd 
man  out,"  or,  rather,  "  at  home."  Well,  they  have 
another  chance,  for  there  are  fifty  prizes  left  over 
for  the  adjourned  competition  on  March  24. 


AisroTHER  very  fine  salmon  from  the  Shannon 
was  on  view  on  Monday  at  Groves's  shop  in  Bond 
Street.  It  weighed  561b.  The  measurements  were — 
length,  51in.  ;  girth,  30in.  It  had  been  captured  in 
the  Lax  Weir  at  Limerick,  and  was  the  largest 
salmon  so  far  taken  this  year  in  the  Shannon. 


Yb  Adban  Gymbaeg. 

"  Dylai  pob  gohebiaeth  gyrhaedd  y  swyddfa  yn 
Colwyn  Bay  erbyn  nos  Fawrth,  neu  ni  ellir  eu 
cyhoeddi  yr  un  wythnos. 

"  Gwelir  yn  y  rhifyn  hwn  nifer  o  hanesion  Gwyl 
Dewi  ddylasent  ein  cyrhaedd  erbyn  y  rhifyn  diwed- 
daf.  Yr  ydym  yn  gadael  iddynt  ymddangos  rhag 
peri  siomiant,  ond  cofied  ein  gohebwyr  mai  newj'd- 
diadur — ac  nid  heniadur — yw'r  Pioneer." 

Wliether  the  above  is  a  "  Termino-"  etc.,  or 
absolute  truth,  I  cannot  say,  but  it  is  an  extract 
from  the  Welsh  Coast  Pioneer — the  same  paper 
that  the  cutting  re  an  embalmed  salmon  was  taken, 
and  recorded  on  another  page.  Fiat  justitia,  ruat 
ccelum  ! 


That  industrious,  idiosyncratical  insect  known  to 
fame  (and  the  police)  as  the  "  Busy  Bee,"  writes 
me  from  Liverpool  that  the  calorific  coterie  called 
the  Royal  Excelsior  Angling  Club  are  "  going  great 
guns  "  just  now  ;  and — as  Artemus  Ward  says — 
"  all  is  peas  and  jy."  Owing  to  a  concatenation 
of  circumstances,  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  John  Fisher, 
has  felt  compelled  to  resign  the  secretaryship,  and 
Mr.  Fred  Exton,  another  ardent  angler,  has  been 
elected  in  his  place.  To  mark  their  appreciation  of 
"  Sir  John's  "  yeoman  services  to  the  club  since 
its  ijcommencement,  the  members  unanimously 
elected  hinj  senior  vice-president,  and  that  genja 


gentleman,  Mr.  Harry  Grigg  (who  for  two  years 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  club  with  much  accep- 
tation), has  courteously  consented  to  resume  that 
position.  Therefore,  with  a  tireless  trio  like  the 
above-named  in  office,  and  the  aforesaid  "  B.  B." 
as  "  Official  Recorder,"  there  ought  to  be  some 
"  tight  lines  "  amongst  "  His  Majesty's  Friends  " 
this  season.    So  mote  it  be. 


The  annual  supper  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society,  which  took  place  at  head- 
quarters. Masons*  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's-avenue, 
E.C.,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  was  a  great  success. 
Ladies  were  invited,  and  ladies  attended,  which 
materially  contributed  to  the  success.  Although 
there  were  other  dinners  at  the  same  house  at  the 
same  time  the  manager,  Mr.  C.  W.  Johns,  pro- 
vided an  excellent  repast  which  could  not  be 
surpassed.  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  ably  pre- 
sided, and  got  through  a  lot  of  "business"  in 
a  short  time  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present. 
One  pleasant  event  was  the  presentation  of  the 
"  Martinez  "  Cup.  This  splendid  cup  was  originally 
intended  as  a  prize  for  the  best  trout  of  the  season, 
but  not  having  been  taken,  the  Society,  at  the 


The  "  Mabtinez  "  Cup. 


request  of  the  donor  (Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez),  offered  it 
for  the  best  pike  taken  in  an  English  river.  Mr. 
John  Warne  had  a  day  on  the  Herefordshire  Wye, 
and  part  of  his  catch  of  561b.  .was  a  21  lb.  pike.  A 
telegram  regretting  the  absence  of  the  donor  was 
read,  promising  a  similar  cup  for  competition  this 
coming  season.  A  word  of  praise  is  due  to  the  hon. 
sec.  and  all  who  contributed  to  such  a  pleasant 
evening.  There  is  another  treat  in  store  for  Tuesday 
evening  next,  March  27,  when  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  will 
give  a  lantern  entertainment.  There  will  be  nearly 
a  hundred  slides,  many  of  them  original,  and  all 
more  or  less  "fishy."  Ladies  are  cordially  invited 
to  be  present.  Commence  at  eight  sharp — so  come 
early  and  secure  a  seat. 


The  CouBBiiiBES  Disasteb. 
Mb.  Thos.  Babbasfobd,  the  lessee  of  the  Lyceum 
and  a  large  circle  of  music  halls  in  the  Provinces, 
is  arranging  to  give  a  series  of  performances  in  each 
of  his  halls  in  aid  of  those  dependent  on  the  men 
who  have  been  killed  in  the  recent  mine  disaster 
in  France.  The  first  performance  will  be  given  at 
the  Paris  Alhambra  (Mr.  Barrasford's  Continental 
hall)  during  next  weak,  and  is  intended  to  relieve 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  wives  and  families. 
He  is  appealing  for  the  names  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men who  would  be  willing  to  act  on  a  committee 
to  deal  centrally  with  the  arrangements  and  general 
administration  of  the  fund.  The  towns  in  which 
concerts  are  to  be  arranged  are  Brighton  Hippo- 
drome ;  Tivoli,  Leeds ;   Palace,  Glasgow ;  HippO' 


drome,  Liverpool  ;  Hippodrome,  Birmingham  ' 
Empire,  Bristol  ;  Pavilion,  Newcastle ;  Lyceum, 
London  ;  Alhambra,  Paris  ;  Britannia,  Hoxton ; 
Lyric,  Liverpool  ;  Hippodrome,  St.  Helen's.  It 
will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  people  in  all  parts  o" 
England  will  be  given  an  opportunity  of  showing 
a  real  entente  cordiale  feeling. 


I  heae  that  during  the  second  monthly  harbour 
competition  for  Councillor  Wallis'  cup,  the  society's 
gold  medal,  etc.,  held  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  14, 
Mr.  Hunt,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Weymoutli 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society,  brought  in  thrc(> 
hundred  smelts  as  the  result  of  his  three  liours' 
work.  It  was  a  very  cold,  windy  night,  fingers  wet 
and  benumbed,  and  several  members  were  heard 
to  say  it  was  not  possible  to  perform  the  feat. 
However,  Mr.  Hunt's  mind  was  quite  at  rest  on 
the  evening  of  March  14,  when  Mr.  Fred  Bowes 
performed  the  same  feat  at  the  third  monthly  com- 
petition, in  the  presence  of  three  of  the  committee*. 


Mr.  G.  a.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond 
Hotel,  sends  the  following: — "Dear  Dragnet, — An 
extraordinary  '  find  *  here  last  Saturday  may  interest 
your  readers.  My  son,  seeing  what  he  thought  a  dead 
duck  floating  on  the  water,  went  for  it,  but  found 
to  his  astonishment  two  pike — one  about  21b.,  the 
other  41b. — locked  together  by  the  jaws,  both,  of 
course,  dead.  The  curious  part  is  that  the  little 
fellow  had  got  the  other's  head  crammed  tightly 
into  his  mouth  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Several 
people  have  seen  the  trophy,  and  the  general  theory 
is  the  fish  were  engaged  in  deadly  combat.  It  was 
undoubtedly  a  fight  to  a  finish.  Closed  up  the 
coarse  fishing,  and  start  with  trout  on  stream 
April  1.  Have  had  a  remarkably  good  perch 
.leason,  about  at  least  twenty  caught,  weighing 
21b.  and  over  (largest,  SJlb.),  and  a  heap  of  good 
pike  from  51b.  to,  largest,  19  Jib.  All  in  remarkably 
fine  condition — in  fact,  never  better." 


In  current  Amusement  humour  is  certainly  to  the 
fore,  and  is  unquestionably  originaJ.  A  capital 
sketch  on  the  lady  journalist  gives  further 
enlightenment  on  Fleet-street  life ;  the  paper  on 
Artemus  Ward  is  full  of  interest,  and  many  other 
contents  are  of  a  character  to  hold  attention  and 
refresh  the  mind,  for  this  unique  journal  is  true  to 
the  legend  that  it  provides  "sane  recreation  and 
disgui-'ed  instruction." 


St.  Patrick's  Day  in  this  Mobnin'. 
We  can  live  without  love,  what  is  love  but 
repining ;  but  show  me  the  man  who  can  live 
without  dining  ?  Consequently,  on  that  memorable 
day  I  was  attracted  by  a  flaming  poster  exhibited 
at  Craig's  Restaurant — evidently  the  work  of  Mr. 
Taylor — which  read :  "  Special  till  midnight.  Irish 
Pie.  Potato  Soup  ;  Dublin  Bay  Soles.  Shamrock 
Pudding.  Irish  Stew."  Of  course,  it  was  at  the 
option  of  the  customer  to  indulge  in  Dublin  stout, 
or  the  choicest  real  ould  Irish  whisky. 


Mb.  Abthub  W.  Spence  writes: — "Dear  Dragnet, 
— Fishing  at  Burnham  on-Crouch  lately,  a  boatman 
caught,  amongst  other  species,  a  fish  whose  arrival 
seemed  to  cause  him  great  uneasiness.  For  the 
moment  I  forget  its  name,  but  was  told  that  it  was 
considered  that  the  presence  of  these  fish  drove 
away  codling,  dabs,  etc.,  and  the  boatman's 
customers.  It  is  suSiciently  repugnant  to  me  to  •^ee, 
at  Southend  Pier  and  elsewhere,  ragworm  cut  into 
portions  by  means  of  scissors  ;  it  is  doubly  so  to  see, 
fins  of  live  fish  so  dealt  with.  The  same  proceeding 
has  been  noticed  with  professional  fishermen  off  the 
north-east  coast;  indeed,  at  one  place,  a  captive, 
being  not  quite  up  to  its  captor's  liking,  had  its  tail 
immediately  chopped  off,  and  the  two  portions 
returned  to  the  sea.  Notice;  among  pier  anglers, 
the  unnecessary  torture  a  poor  dog  crab  undergoes 
when  taken  from  the  hook.  Apparently  it  has 
deceived  its  captor,  and  necessitated  the  bait  on 
the  hook  being  re-adjusted.  The  sight  of  this, 
and  the  above  wanton  cruelty,  must  always  discount 
the  enjoyment  of  a  true  angler's  outing." 


It  is  reported  that  a  dace  weighing  lib.  6oz., 
which  is  considered  to  be  the  finest  specimen  of  its 
kind  caught  in  the  British  Isles,  is  now  on  show  at 
the  Coach  and  Horses  in  Holloway-road. 


Just  a  reminder  that  the  "  Briny  "  Anglers  will 
hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Saturday  evening, 
March  24,  at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  S.E., 
when  Councillor  G.  H.  Shepherd  will  preside,  and 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  occupy  the  vice  <jhair.  To  ensure 
a  seat  at  this  festive  board  be  in  time,  for  dinner 
starts  at  eight  sharp — at  least,  that  is  the  warning 
received  by  Dragnet, 
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Tke  Smote  tkat  Satisfies.  1 

Jrfr                "L  extravagance  tie  la  perfection/'  I 

1  T®irt®ise«slkell  1 

I     MalJ.  5<i.  i>er  oz.         Tk  £f[  O        A  1 

1                  W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

1           Branck  of  tke  Iat>eritl  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  anil  ^P^6^BO 
Ireland)  Lt  J-  I|>swicli. 

WALBRAN,  LIMITED, 

Practical  'Anglers,    Artistic    Fly  Dressers, 
and    Manufacturers    of    High  =  class  Anglers' 
Requisites  for  all  parts  of  the  World. 

FLIES  TIED  ACCVBATELT  TO  CUSTOMERS* 
OWN  PATTERNS, 

>P.D.MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CUSS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER. 

Owe  0/  <^  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britai/n, 

Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 

Importers  of  Silkworm  Gut,  and  Dealers  in 
every  kind  of  Waders,  Brogues,  and 
Anglers'  Waterproofs. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES 

POST  FREE. 
General  Manager :    FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN 

("HALCYON.") 

Central  Offices  and  Showrooms— 

38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

Telegrams:  "HALCYON,  LEEDS." 

Send  your  orders  direct  to  the  Actual 
Makers  tvho  have  been  aivarded  Top 
Prizes  at  the  leading  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tions, 1882  to  1905. 

1904.  2  Joint.  Whole  Cane 

■  W                    Mm     W  W  llltil       WWII  \0  1                            ■  ^7 

19/R       Trout  Rod,  lO/R 

1  ^/  U              9  ft.  6  in.  and  lO  ft.            1  dEa/  U 

Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK."                                          Telephone  No.  IIXI. 

DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

Slater's  Special  Qreenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

The  Perfection  Ruilt  Oa.ne 
>in/_  IViultum-in-Parvo,  yiO/- 

9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  lO  fti  •'^1 

The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3f  inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  SUITABLE  FOR  ALL 
LOCALITIES,  Beautifully  Dressed,  2/-  doz. 

SALMON  FLIES  A  SPECIALITY. 

UhlltN  &dbU  1  rUnil 

PITTYILLE  CATESrCHELTENHAM. 

THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Agencies  in  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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Pfoviiieial  flotes 

mutt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  tlie  Midland  anglers  had  a  good 
time  with  the  pike  the  last  few  days  prior  to  the 
close  season  coming  in.  Some  nice  fish  were  taken 
from  the  Trent  at  Alrewas,  the  largest  being  one 
of  over  151b.  Pike  taken  from  the  Severn  and 
Avon  have  averaged  about  61b.  each.  Some  fine 
fish  have  been  taken  from  both  public  and  private 
pools,  a  fine  fish  measuring  40in.  in  length  and  21  in. 
in  girth  was  taken  by  Mr.  N.  Porter  from  the  Middle 
Witton  Reservoir  ;  the  fish  weighed  21  lb.  A  few 
small  fish  have  been  taken  from  Blake  Street 
Reservoir,  near  Four  Oaks.  Three  gentlemen 
fishing  a  private  pool  near  Banbury  in  two  days 
caught  twenty-two  pike,  the  lot  weighing  1841b., 
the  largest  weighing  181b.  Three  members  of  the 
Tipton  Star  Club,  fishing  a  private  pool,  caught 
sixteen  fish — total  weight  761b.,  the  largest  weighing 
171b.  ;  the  fish  is  being  presented  to  the  club.  Fish 
up  to  81b.  have  been  taken  from  the  reservoir  at 
Barnt  Green.  Trout  fishing  so  far  has  been  very 
tame.  A  good  bag  of  roach  was  taken  from  the 
Blythe  on  the  last  day  of  the  season  ;  the  largest 
fish  weighed  1  lb.  3oz.  Our  clubs  are  making 
arrangements  for  their  annual  contests.  The  large 
St.  Paul's  Club  have  decided  to  fish  their  contest 
in  the  Thames  at  Abingdon  on  July  8.  The  club 
will  travel  by  special  train.  The  Birmingham 
A.B.S.  still  continue  doing  good  work  ;  they  have 
just  relieved  one  or  two  of  the  members,  and  paid 
a  death  claim  of  £8.  On  Saturday  (March  17)  the 
Birmingham  Association  held  their  annual  dinner, 
a  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  another  column. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  T.  Coles  announced  that 
the  Birmingham  Sports'  Argus  would  give  a  valuable 
gold  medal  to  be  competed  for  at  the  next  annual 
contest.  A  number  of  new  clubs  are  in  the  course  of 
formation,  in  order  to  commence  angling  in  Juno 
next.  The  Pensnett  Society,  near  Dudley,  have 
just  joined  the  P.A.A. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

So  far  as  coarse  fishing  on  the  Fen  waters  is 
concerned,  I  must  pen  my  last  notes  to-day.  The 
season  has  closed,  and  it  will  be  remembered  as  one 
during  which  anglers  have  suffered  very  few  inter- 
ruptions. Although  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
a  good  all-round  season,  it  is  not  often  the  case  that 
roach  have  given  such  fine  sport  right  up  to  the 
end  as  they  have  done  this  year.  The  Witham  has 
probably  never  yielded  better  during  the  closing 
weeks.  Scores  of  rods  were  hard  at  work  right  up 
to  the  last  day,  and  I  heard  of  one  angler  creeling 
as  much  as  271b.  of  roach  on  INIarch  14.  Included 
in  this  lot  were  eleven  fish  weighing  1  lb.  and  upwards 
each.  It  is  chiefly  amongst  pike  that  the  season 
has  been  below  the  average.  So  far  as  the  Forty- 
foot  is  concerned,  the  sport  has  probably  never 
been  worse  than  this  year,  which  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  cleansing  operations  were  going  on 
all  last  summer.  By  another  season,  however, 
ariglers  should  reap  the  benefit  of  this,  for  not  only 
will  they  have  a  good  water,  but  the  river  will  be 
free  from  aquatic  vegetation,  which,  in  past  years, 
has  proved  a  great  source  of  annoyance  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  of  the  season. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  have  greatly  improved  during 
the  week,  and  should  be  in  nice  trim  at  end  of  the 
week  ;  but  the  weather  has  been  so  bitterly  cold, 
with  easterly  winds,  that  few  anglers  have  ventured 
out.  I  hear  of  a  brace  of  nice  trout  beiiig  taken 
in  the  Wansford  district  of  the  Driffield  Canal,  and 
reports  from  the  Driffield  district  are  very  favour- 
able as  to  the  condition  of  the  fish  when  the  season 
opens  on  the  trout  streams.  The  Lincolnshire 
waters,  the  rivers  Bain,  Rase,  and  Freshney,  are 
all  reported  in  nice  order  for  fly-fishing,  should  the 
weather  become  milder ;  but  up  to  the  present 
time  insect  life  is  very  scarce,  for  what  few  had 
hatched  out  have  been  killed  by  the  piercing  cold 
winds  and  frost.  The  trout  are  reported  in  very 
fair  condition  in  most  parts.  Therefore,  prospects 
are  fairly  good  when  better  weather  intervenes. 
The  Hull  painters  and  decoratorsjmet  at  the  Crystal 
Hotel  on  Monday  (March  19),  and  formed  an 
angling  society,  which  is  likely  to  be  a  flourishing 
concern,  and  adds  one  more  to  our  long  list  of  local 
clubs.  The  County  A.  A.  will  open  their  season  on 
April  14,  at  Partington  Haven 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  streams  again  fished  well  at  the  latter  end  of 
last  week.  We  had  wintry  weather  up  to  Wednesday 
night  (March  14),  when  a  heavy '^mixture  of  snow. 


sleet,  and  rain  fell,  and  the  following  morning  saw 
the  rivers  in  flood.  Trout  took  the  worm  fairly  well, 
although  there  must  have  been  a  lot  of  snow-broth 
coming  down,  the  most  successful  anglers  that  I 
have  heard  of  being  as  follows  : — In  the  river  Mint, 
at  Patton  Bridge,  Mr.  John  Thompson  had  29  ; 
in  the  Kent,  Mr.  Gifford  Bland  killed  13  good  fish, 
which  averaged  just  short  of  |lb.  apiece  ;  while 
Messrs.  Fisher,  Crossley  and  Kellott  took  respec- 
tively 10,  11,  and  12  trout.  Mr.  Pollitt,  amongst  a 
few  others,  was  responsible  for  a  beautiful  trout 
of  24oz.  On  the  higher  reaches  of  the  stream,  Messrs. 
Storey  and  Dawson  did  well.  Chadwick's  Dam 
and  Cowanhead  Dam  also  turned  out  a  nice  number 
of  trout.  Some  nice  fishings  were  also  made  in 
Hutton  and  Stainton  becks,  the  most  successful 
rods  being  Messrs.  J.  and  T.  Askew,  Bentham, 
King,  Rooke,  Wright,  and  Fleming.  On  Friday 
(March  16)  in  the  latter  stream,  Mr.  S.  Dodd  killed 
61b.  with  worm,  while  in  the  Kent  Mr.  J.  Dawson 
creeled  25,  weighing  91b. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

There  is  a  very  good  club  at  Eccles — the  Albert 
Edward.  Certainly  the  name  is  good,  and  such  a 
club  was  wanted.  The  Bollin  is  getting  into  nice 
order  (March  21),  and  an  occasional  grayling  is  taken, 
the  last  about  Jib.  Where  are  these  fish  coming 
from  ?  The  Bollin  is  certainly  not  an  ideal  water 
for  grayling,  but  trout  do  well.  County  rivers 
opened  recently  have  not  yielded  good  sport,  floods 
and  hurricanes  keeping  members  away  ;  in  fact, 
only  a  few  rods  were  out.  Two  exceptionally  fine 
totals  have  been  recorded  in  North  Wales  by  a 
county  rod  in  two  successive  days. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Salford  Socials  are  rapidly  completing  their 
organisation  and  arrangements  for  the  coming 
season.  Next  Monday  (March  26)  the  Devonshire 
Socials  are  noted  for  an  important  meeting.  A 
city  rod  had  a  nice  lot  of  trout  from  Berwyn  on  the 
19th,  despite  heavy  waters.  The  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge A.S.  are  whipping  up  their  members  for 
Monday  (March  26)  to  hear  an  address  on  Fish  and 
Fishing.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  ladies' 
evening  and  presentation  of  prizes  on  the  19th. 
They  have  accepted  three  new  members.  At  their 
next  meeting  they  have  a  lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 
Kennedy.  Several  clubs  complain  of  the  poor 
attendances  at  meetings. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  few  items  of  inteiresting  news,  leading  up  to  the 
advent  of  the  close  season  on  March  15,  keep 
cropping  up.  Bottom  anglers,  devoted  to  the 
worm,  seem  agreed  that  the  past  late  season  was 
one  of  the  worst  experienced  for  many  years  past. 
Speaking  personally — and  I  fished  numerous  well- 
stocked  sections  of  the  river  week  after  week — 
I  never  killed  so  few  roach  or  chub.  Scarcely  any 
big  bream  were  taken,  and  of  the  dace  landed  the 
majority  were  got  with  the  maggot.  The  river 
was  frequently  up  and  down,  but  I  am  puzzled  to 
understand  why  roach  did  not  show  better  sport. 
On  March  13  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  popular  hon. 
sec.  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  had  a  rare  good 
time  amongst  pike  with  a  couple  of  friends.  They 
brought  home  nine  fish — three  per  rod — and  I 
beUeve  they  averaged  101b.  each.  Other  gentlemen 
scored  liberally,  but  as  far  as  the  Trent  itself  was 
concerned  few  fish  were  secured,  though  plenty  of 
rods  were  at  work.  Neither  was  there  much  doing 
amongst  general  fish.  Attention  will  now  be  paid 
to  the  trout,  and  already  a  fair  number  of  licences 
have  been  taken  out.  Certain  sections  of  the 
lower  Greet  and  Dover  Beck  have  changed  hands 
since  last  season.  The  fish  are  reported  to  be  in 
forward  condition. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  veritable  March  weather  all  through 
the  past  week,  a  bitterly  cold  wind  blowing — almost 
to  a  gale  some  days — from  N.  to  N.E.,  and  very 
few  rods  have  ventured  out,  and  most  of  the  sport 
had  was  with  the  pike  ;  and  in  the  Severn  a  good 
number  were  taken,  but  they  were  (the  majority 
of  them)  small  in  size.  Unfortunately,  there  are 
far  too  many  of  them  in  the  river,  and  at  the 
present  time  they  are  forcing  themselves  up  the 
smaller  streams  and  doing  a  lot  of  damage  to  the 
game  fish.  Some  of  our  club  members  had  good 
sport  the  last  day  of  the  coarse  fish  season,  the  chub 
took  the  blood  and  brains  freely,  and  there  were 
some  heavy  catches,  about  the  best  basket  was 
251b.  caught  by  Mr.  S.  Griffin,  some  of  the  fish  31b. 
weight ;  but  the  best  specimen  fish  was  caught  by 
Mr.  F.  Briggs,  of  the  York  House  Club,  it  was  22in. 
long,  weighing  5lb.,  a  very  fine  specimen  indeed — 
one  of  those  fresh-watsr  cannibals  which  the  river 


is  well  rid  of.  There  was  a  heavy  rise  on  the 
Severn  and  Teme  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the 
water  is  not  yet  in  condition,  but  should  be  all  right 
foT  March  26,  when  we  hope  to  have  more  genial 
weather.  The  Worcester  A.S.  (the  mother  club, 
and  the  strongest  in  the  city)  held  their  annual 
smoking  concert  at  their  headquarters,  the  Bull's 
Head  Inn,  last  evening,  when  there  was  a  large 
attendance.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  presided  in  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  the  president,  Mr.  E.  Franklin. 
An  excellent  programme  was  arranged  and  each 
item  highly  appreciated.  The  prizes  were  presented 
by  the  chairman  to  the  following  winners  : — Mr. 
L.F.  Higgs,  heaviest  brace  of  trout,  heaviest  trout  and 
grayling,  heaviest  dace,  and  second  prize  at  annual 
outing  ;  Mr.  C.  S.  Avery,  highest  aggregate  weight 
of  game  fish,  heaviest  basket  of  fish  in  one  day,  first 
prize  Eeight  Court  contest,  and  third  prize  annual 
o\iting  ;  Mr.  W.  Bridges  (hon.  sec),  first  prize,  first 
competition ;  first  Croome  outing,  second  Leigh 
Court,  and  second  heaviest  perch  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Mapp 
winning  first  prize  and  15-guinea  cup  at  the  annual 
outing,  the  other  winners  being  Messrs.  H.  J. 
Probert,  F.  J.  Hobson,  A.  E.  Probert,  S.  Knight, 
H.  Blackwell,  H.  Painting,  H.  Loach,  H.  Hughes, 
H.  Cooper,  and  Geo.  Leach.  A  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  donors  of  prizes,  the  singers, 
etc.,  and  the  chairman. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

River  fishing  has  been  productive  of  better  sport 
(as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned)  than  lake  fishing, 
which  is  still  much  below  the  mark.  Spring  sea- 
trout  have  been  arriving  at  Waterville  for  the  past 
three  weeks,  but  none  have  been  had  by  anglers  so  far. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  Antrim  Road  Basin,  Belfast,  was  well 
patronised  in  the  past  week,  but  the  results  were 
by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  energy  ex- 
pended by  the  rod-holders.  The  following ,  rivers 
open  on  April  1,  which,  according  to  the  alleged 
Johnsonian  dictum,  is  a  very  appropriate  date  : — 
Owenea  and  Owentocker,  co.  Donegal,  Mourne 
and  its  tributaries,  Strule,  Camowen,  Derg,  Glenelly, 
Finn,  etc  ;  Foe,  Faughan,  Burn  Dennet,  in  Tyrone 
and  Derry  ;  the  rivers  of  the  Kenmare  district, 
including  the  Kenmare  river,  Roughty,  Sheen, 
Sneen,  and  other  rivers  entering  the  Kenmare  ;  the 
Maine  and  its  tributaries,  tha  principal  of  which  is 
the  Brown  Flesk.  After  April  1  all  the  Irish  rivers, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  in  the  West, 
will  be  open  to  the  angler. 


ANGLERS'   BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY 
COMPETITION  AT  RYE  HOUSE. 

The  eighteenth  annual  Lea  competition  was  held 
at  the  Rye  House,  Herts,  on  March  18.  It  was  not 
so  well  attended  as  in  preceding  years,  owihg,  no 
doubt,  to  the  adverse  climatic  conditions.  Only 
600  members  competed,  thirty  of  whom  came  to 
the  scales  with  fish.  Mr.  E.  Milton,  Wenlock  A.S., 
being  first,  with  lib.  lljoz  ;  Mr.  A.  White,  Park 
A.S.,  second,  with  I  lb.  6Joz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Carter, 
North-East  Bros.  A.S.,  third,  with  1  lb.  2|oz.  ; 
Mr.  E.  Hayes,  Empire  A.S.,  fourth,  with  1  lb.  ^oz., 
The  largest  fish  of  the  day  was  Mr.  Carter's  roach 
of  1  lb.  2ioz.  The  lowest  weight  to  take  a  prize 
was  2joz.  Total  weight  of  fish  weighed  in  was 
191b.  3oz.  The  competition  will  be  continued  on 
March  25,  for  remaining  fifty  prizes.  Tickets 
must  be  presented  to  the  Stewards  at  the  Rye  House 
for  restamping.  No  special  train  will  run.  The 
ordinary  trains  are  : — 7.25  a.m.  via  Stratford,  and 
8.5  a.m.,  9.10  a.m.,  and  10.43  a.m.  via  Hackney 
Downs.  May  the  weather  change  for  the  better 
before  March  25  to  enable  all  the  prizes  to  be  won. 
The  mass  meeting  held  after  the  competition  resulted 
in  the  following  resolution  being  carried  unani- 
mously : — 

"  That  this  meeting  of  anglers  and  rowing  men 
protests  in  the  strongest  maimer  against  the  pro- 
posals contained  in  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
(Lea  Valley)  Bill  as  being  calculated  to  dangerously 
pollute  the  river  below  the  proposed  sewage  effluent 
outfaU  at  Broxbourne,  and  to  seriously  interfere 
with  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  all  persons 
using  or  Uving  near  the  river.  That  such  Bill  most 
inadequately  deals  with  the  question  of  Lea  Valley 
Sewage  and  ignores  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
Main  Hertford  Bishop's  Stortford  to  Barking  Sewer 
Scheme,  put  forward  in  1903,  before  the  Royal 
Commissioners  on  Sewage  Disposal  by  the  Lea  Con- 
servancy and  supported  by  expert  evidence.  That 
such  scheme  is  the  only  one  which  can  properly 
deal  with  the  sewage  disposal  question  and  settle 
the  same  once  and  for  ever. 

"  That  this  meeting  pledges  itself  to  resist  the 
passing  of  the  present  Bill,  and  directs  that  copies 
of  this  resolution  should  be  sent  to  all  local^Members 
of  Parliament." 
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0  'S^otcs  from  l^e  Wovt^. 

The  thaw  that  set  in  on  March  1 6  increased  the 
volume  of  the  rivers  all  over  the  North  of  Scotland. 
The  side  streams  were  avalanches,  and  the  main 
rivers,  converted  into  seas.  Everywhere  the  low 
grounds  have  been  inundated,  and  considerable 
damage  done. 


will  be  the  end  of  the  week  before  sportsmen 
iif.d  look  for  anything  like  settled  conditions,  but 
sport  will  be  all  the  brisker  afterwards. 

In  the  thick  of  the  floods  on  March  16  and  17, 
the  heavier  spinning  baits — gudgeon  in  particular, 
and  of  the  largest  oin.  size — did  some  execution. 
Mr.  GUI,  Aberdeen,  had  two  salmon  and  two  sea- 
trout  to  the  gudgeon  on  the  Blairs,  and  Mr.  Meakin, 
on  the  Upper  Durris,  had  four  fish. 


Anglers  on  the  Don  made  a  commencement  on 
March  17,  and  Mr.  Anderson  and  party,  on  the 
Kinaldie  section,  had  thirty  brown  trout,  heaviest, 
IJlb. 

Prices  for  salmon  reached  the  famine  figure  in 
the  Aberdeen  market"  on  Thursday  (March  15),  on 
account  of  the  storm,  when  as  high  as  3s.  lid. 
per  lb.  was  paid  for  the  soUtary  fish  brought  in. 

N'ot  for  many  years  has  there  been  such  destruc- 
tion of  salmon  nets  along  the  east  coast  as  was  the 
case  last  week. 


The  side  streams  of  the  Ythan  are  jdelding  ex- 
cellent baskets  of  sea-trout  and  finnock  just  now, 
and  Mr.  Bodie  and  friend  had  twenty  on  Saturday 
(March  16),  heaviest,  21b. 


Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Clowes  landed  twenty  salmon 
last  week  on  the  Blackball  Castle  Dee  water, 
scaling  from  61b.  to  1 1  lb. 


The  Duke  of  Fife  has  instructed  his  local  factor 
on  his  Deeside  property  to  reduce  his  rent-roll  for 
the  crofters  on  his  estate,  taking  shillings  in  place 
of  pounds.  A  rental  of  £15  will  in  future  be  15s. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  such  generosity  is  greatly 
prized. 

A  codfish  with  a  roe  and  a  melt  was  caught  in 
the  cod-nets  lately  at  Whitehaven,  an  Aberdeen 
fishing  village. 


The  proprietors  and  lessees  of  netting  stations 
on  the  east  of  Scotland  have  formed  themselves 
'  ■  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  safeguarding 
interests  under  the  coming  Salmon  Bill  which 
.•I..  Sinclair,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  has  under 
consideration. 


Some  of  the  "  free,"  or  nominally  free,  waters 
that  may  be  fished  in  the  North  include  the  North 
Esk  at  Bridge  of  Dunn,  the  Burgh  of  Kintore,  and 
Inverurie  waters,  the  most  of  the  Ythan  and  Ugie 
(by  daily  ticket),  the  Lossie,  the  Findhorn,  and  the 
Spey. 


The  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  Saltoun,  Green- 
well's  Glory,  Red  Spinner,  etc.,  are  the  most 
killing  lures  for  the  next  few  weeks. 

Special  Scotch. 


GAFFING  SALMON  AT  ST.  ASAPH. 

At  the  Rhyl  Police  Court  recently,  a  labourer, 
named  Robert  Thomas  Hughes,  living  at  46,  Vic- 
toria-road, Rhyl,  was  summoned  for  having  in  his 
'•ssion  an  unclean  and  unseeisonable  salmon, 
fish,  which  had  been  partially  embalmed,  was 
piwiiueed  in  court.  It  was  nearly  4ft.  in  length, 
»nd  weighed  251b.  It  was  described  as  a  kelt,  or 
spent  salmon,  captured  when  returning  from  the 
spawning  beds  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Gamlin,  who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of 
the  Clwyd  and  Elwy  Board  of  Conservators,  stated 
that  on  Feb.  26  the  accused  took  the  fish  to  Mr. 
Ip-,  fishmonger,  and  offered  it  for  sale  at  6d. 
ind.    Huglies  was  paid  5s.  on  account,  and  it 
arranged  that  he  should  call  on  the  following 
morning  for  the  balance.    Thomas  Deed,  a  river 
watcher,  met  the  accused  at  Boyle's  the  following 
morning,  and  Hughes  admitted  that  the  salmon  was 
nig. 

Mr.  T.  J,  Boyle  gave  evidence.  He  denied  that 
he  had  previously  bought  fish  in  this  way. 

Defendant :  Did  you  not  send  for  Thos.  Deed 
when  I  would  not  let  you  have  the  rabbits  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Foryd  Bridge  for  aid.  less  1 
(Laughter.) 

The  witnesa  (speaking  warmly) :  I  refused  alto- 


gether to  buy  them  from  you.  I  never  bought 
anything  from  you  in  my  life. 

Defendant :  Fair  play. 
(^.Witness  :  You  produced  a  gaff,  and  said  you 
found  it  on  the  bank. 

Defendant :  I  could  not  gaff  him  without  finding 
him.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Elwy  Williams  :  Why  use  a  gaff  when  it  was 
on  dry  land  ? 

Defendant :  I  have  never  seen  a  live  salmon  on 
dry  land.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Elwy  Williams :  I  thought  you  said  you 
caught  it  on  dry  land  ? 

Defendant :  You  cannot  do  it,  your  worships. 
Salmon  are  too  slippery. 

Defendant :  Why  did  you  not  pay  me  for  the 
fish  on  Monday  night  ? 

The  witness  :  I  had  authority  to  take  salmon  that 
had  been  poached. 

Mr.  Gamlin :  And  the  defendant  was  the  first 
bird  that  came  to  the  net. 

Thomas  Deed,  the  watcher,  gave  confirmatory 
evidence,  and,  in  reply  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  one  of 
the  magistrates,  said  it  was  true  that  the  fishmonger 
had  been  asked  to  buy  salmon  offered  to  him  and  let 
the  fishery  authorities  know. 

The  defendant  stated  that  while  going  along  the 
river  bank  towards  Rhuddlan  he  saw  the  salmon 
and  gaffed  him  with  a  cod  hook  which  he  happened 
to  have  in  his  pocket.  He  knew  he  was  doing 
wrong,  but  he  had  children  in  the  house  who  had 
nothing  to  eat. 

Mr.  Gamlin  pointed  out  that  not  only  was  the 
fish  unclean,  but  anyone  eating  it  would  probably 
have  been  poisoned. 

Defendant  :  I  should  like  to  have  it  in  my  house. 
(Laughter.) 

A  fine  of  £1  and  costs  was  imposed  upon  the 
defendant,  who  was  allowed  a  few  days  in  which  to 
find  the  money.  The  fish  was  ordered  to  be  de- 
stroyed. 

Hughes  was  afterwards  fined  5s.  for  neglecting 
to  send  his  children  to  school. — The  Welsh  Coast 
Pioneer. 


ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 
S.B. — I  have  always  been  quite  satisfied  with  those 
sold  by  Messrs.  Foster,   of  Ashbourne.    Ask  for 
same  pattern. 


letters  to  the  Ebitot, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  RODS. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Your  correspondent,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Macpherson,  allows  his  patriotism  to  entirely 
confuse  and  lead  him  to  misapprehend  the  issue 
raised  by  the  correspondence  in  your  columns. 
It  is  not,  as  he  appears  to  imagine,  whether  "  the 
highest  possibility  for  British  rod  makers  is  to 
equal  the  American  article,"  but  whether,  until 
recently,  at  least,  the  British  makers  did,  de  facto, 
offer  to  their  customers  rods  which  provide  that 
"  something  " — real,  in  my  opinion,  whether  likely 
to  be  desired  by  every  fisherman  or  not — which  is 
present  in  American  rods  of  the  best  type. 

Messrs.  Hardy  met  the  point  quite  logically  by 
replying  that  they  did  not  make  such  rods  ;  not 
that  they  could  not,  but  because  in  their  judgment 
it  was  not  desirable,  and  that  there  was  no  demand 
for  them  in  this  country. 

In  no  way  was  there  in  this  issue  any  question, 
as  an  abstract  point,  of  the  superiority  of  the  rods 
of  either  country,  and  your  correspondent's  remarks 
upon  his  mistaken  basis  appear  to  me  to  be  entirely 
out  of  place,  and  to  be  scarcely  in  the  best  of  taste. 

That  the  British  makers  had  not,  until  impelled 
thereto  by  the  recent  correspondence,  if  I  may  so 
put  it,  provided  this  "  something  "  in  their  rods 
appears  to  have  been  admitted  even  by  themselves. 
VVhether  this  "  something  "  is,  or  is  not,  in  itself 
desirable,  is  a  question  which,  of  course,  introduces 
very  directly  the  personal  factor  into  the  equation. 
Messrs.  Hardy  appear  not  to  have  recognised  any 
sufficient  demand  amongst  British  anglers  for  rods 
built  on  the  American  type  ;  and  probably  they 
are  right  in  concluding  that  the  large  majority  of 
anglers  in  this  country  are,  at  least  at  present, 
likely  to  rest  content  with  the  rods  hitherto  supplied. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
this  contentment  is  partly  due  to  the  absence  of 
personal  trial  and  experience  of  the  rods  which  have 
the  "  something." 

Personally,  I  have,  amongst  others,  three  rods 
by  Hardy — namely,  a  16ft.  salmon  rod,  and  lift, 
and  Oft.  6in.  trout  rods.  I  have  also  three  Leonard 
rods — namely,  a  15ft.  salmon  rod,  and  lift,  and 
10ft.  trout  rods. 

The  weights  of  the  English  rods  are,  respectively. 


38oz.,  lOoz.  Sdms.,  and  6Joz.  Those  of  the  Ameri- 
can rods,  20|oz.,  and  8Joz.  and  5|oz. 

All  of  those  six  rods  are  of  the  highest  type  and 
make,  and,  for  their  several  purposes,  admirable 
rods  in  every  respect. 

And  yet  1  generally  find  myself  fishing  with  the 
American  rods.  It  is  exactly  by  reason  of  that 
"  something,"  which  I,  in  common  with  yourself 
and  /'  Val  Conson,"  and  I  venture  to  think  with 
many  others,  have  learned  to  recognise,  appreciate, 
and  to  now  require. 

It  may  be  justly  retorted  that  this  is  but  an 
individual  and  personal  preference,  but  all  pre- 
ferences are  at  their  root  personal,  and  when  the 
number  of  persons  holding  such  preference  is,  as 
in  this  case  I  believe  to  be  probable,  likely  to  in- 
crease, surely  it  is  the  truer  patriotism  which  aims 
at  arousing  our  manufacturers  to  the  necessity 
of  meeting — tentatively,  if  they  like,  but  to  meet — 
a  demand  which  already  exists,  and  will  probably 
increase,  rather  than  to  compel  those  who  have 
this  preference  to  have  recourse  to  the  products  of 
other  countries.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
exactly  what  you  have  been  seeking  to  do,  and  at 
last  have  succeeded  in  doing  ;  and  our  British 
manufacturers  are  at  lengtli  able  to  supply  us 
with  what  we  want,  and  at  a  lower  price.  But 
why  not  before  we  bought  our  American  rods, 
instead  of  after  ? 

f,,-  The  goal  has  apparently  been  reached,  but 
whether  by  the  same  path  or  not  is  yet,  I  think, 
uncertain.  In  the  recent  correspondence  it  has 
been  assumed  that  the  "  cane  is  the  same  and  the 
cement  the  same  "  in  America  as  in  England.  I 
doubt  both  of  these  propositions.  Let  anyone 
submit  a  section  of  a  built-up  "  Leonard  "  rod 
and  a  similar  section  of  a  British  rod  to  the  con- 
tinued action  of  boiling  water,  and  see  whicli 
comes  asunder  first. 

Upon  points  of  detail,  I  find  the  suction  joint, 
when  properly  made,  never  to  throw  out,  but  that 
the  ordinary  English  lock-fast  joint  sometimes 
twists  and  gets  loose  after  some  hours'  fishing. 
Per  contra,  I  much  dislike  the  American  bright 
metal  fittings,  and  have  had  mine  bronzed. 

In  conclusion,  might  not  yoxir  correspondent, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Macpherson,  reflect  upon  a  certain  dictum 
concerning  "  motes  "  and  "  beams  "  within 
respective  eyes  ;  and  also  to  realise  that  a  stern 
adhesion  to  his  own  pronouncement  that  clear 
evidence  of  prejudice  renders  opinions  valueless 
would  have  rendered  the  writing  of  his  own  letter 
unnecessary. 

Truly,  "Val  Conson's "  somewhat  wholesale 
treatment  of  the  matter  of  "  repairs,"  etc.,  scarcelj' 
tended  to  strengthen  the  general  position,  but  on 
the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  most  of  your 
readers  will  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  Mr. 
Macpherson's  remarkable  letter  has  not  done  much 
to  damage  your  "  basic  attitude." — Yours  trulj-, 

PlSCATOR. 

[I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  expert  in  canes,  but 
I  told  Mr.  Williams,  before  he  made  his  copy  of  the 
Leonard  rod,  that  I  believed  the  Leonard  rod 
was  made  up  of  the  same  cane  as  the  neat  hollow 
cane  holder  for  the  top  joints  which  Mr.  Leonard 
generally  uses  ;  and  I  believe  the  chief  difference 
in  English  and  American  rods  is  in  the  fact  that 
our  makers  have  used  more  expensive,  heavier  canes, 
very  strong,  but  not  so  quick  in  action,  and  the 
Americans  have  used  the  cheaper,  lighter,  and  less 
dense  canes.  Mr.  Coggeshall  told  us  that  some 
fifteen  years  ago  he  tried  to  get  Messrs.  Hardy  to  copy 
one  of  his  Leonard  rods,  but  they  did  not  care  to 
go  to  the  trouble.  If  they  had  done  so,  the  proof 
they  recently  gave  that  they  can  make  rods  identical 
with  the  American  would  have  been  given  long  ago. 
The  ideal  which  Mr.  Leonard  seems  always  to  ha\  e 
had  before  him  is  maximum  of  strength  and  mini- 
mum of  weight,  both  in  his  admirable  trout  and 
salmon  rods.  He  knoM'S  no  one  uses  fly-rods 
without  reels,  and  that  it  is  easy  enough  to  balance 
your  rod  by  selecting  a  reel  of  the  proper  weight. 
His  5|oz.  10ft.  rod  feels  heavj'  on  the  wrist  without 
a  reel ;  with  one  of  proper  weight  it  is  delightful. 
—Ed.] 


BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  considerable  in- 
terest the  controversy  over  "  British  and  American 
Rods,"  and  think  my  experience  of  a  British-made 
rod  may  throw  some  light  on  the  vexed  question. 

The  lllft.  cane-built  steel  centre  rod  I  have  was 
built  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  been  in 
constant  use  ;  it  has  been  very  roughly  treated, 
and  exposed  to  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  has  had 
much  handling  in  the  tropics,  where  the  thermo- 
meter frequently  stood  at  llSdeg.  F.  in  the  shade, 
and  it  has  also  been  out  in  the  wet  and  cold  for 
weeks  when  I  have  been  camping. 

Though  the  rod  was  only  built  for  light  fly  work, 
it  has  been  used  for  sea  and  fresh-water  fishing  of 
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THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  FoxfoFd,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing, Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

OULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
Tackle  and  Waders. 

FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon  and 
Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing  quite  free.  River  and  lake 
well  stocked  with  clean  fish  from  first 
April  freshes.  Nine  Trout  Lakes  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy  Bay. 

First-class  Hotel ;  excellent  cuisine  ; 
splendidly  situated  in  heart  of  Donegal 
Highlands.  Moderate  tariff.  For  further 
particulars  apply  to  Proprietor, 

McOEYIXT  S  HOTEIL. 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigri'i  Anglesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing  ;  line  tlrm  Sands  for  Bathing ; 
Rabbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  LinlvS  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Xalce  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.  \V.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTRELL. 

THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  vid  Chirk. 

TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

SIIMIONSBArrH. 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor,  bracing  air 
and  fine  scenery.  Several  miles  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Barle,  part  exclusive  right 
and  free  to  visitors.  Comfortable  quarters. 
Electric  light,  bathroom,  &c.  Terms 
moderate.  Station :  South  Molton. 
Telegrams  :  "  Temperance  Hotel,  Simons- 
bath."  THOS.  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  will  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.        W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 

The  fishing  on  the  famous  Ley,  commencing 
Ist  March  until  end  of  November,  containing 
200  acres  water  well  stocked  with  Pike,  Perch, 
and  Rudd.  EfBcient  boatmen.  All  Bait  found. 
Largest  catch  last  season,  99  Pike  in  10  days, 
one  Rod.    Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth. 

Proprietor,  J.  T.  COBLEY. 


DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL. 

t'NDEK  Nkw  Management. 
In  the  heart  of  the  famous  ttshing  districts. 
The  Capo.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  River  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Hoating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature.  The  Smoo  Cafii.  Route  :  by  rail  to 
Laiig,  thence  motor. 

.).  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

OULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Lochs 
FREE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  Motor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayne's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &c.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

>-  •    J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires:  "  Culag,  Lochiuver." 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

AND  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotland. 

Excellent  Tiout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


Boa.x*d[  X  Residence 

ly  PRIVATE  FAMILY 

OSered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  River  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  River  and  Moor ;  near  Buckfast- 
leigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  Mrs. 
Owen,  Merryfield,  Buckfastleigh,  Devon 


A  FISHERMAN 

who  would  be  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  daughter,  would  like  to  meet  with 
one  or  two  with  a  view  of  making  up  a 
small  party  for  some  Loch  Fishing  in  a 
bracing  part  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
elsewhere. — "  H,"  c/o  Mr.  T.  Bothomley, 
EfiBngham  House,  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  London. 


TROUT  PISHING. 


RODS  TO  LET 

On  the  Rivers  Hiz  and  Oughton ;  forty- 
three  minutes  from  King's  Cross,  and 
IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station.  Sunday 
Fishing  allowed. — Apply,  The  Managee, 

ICKLEEOBD  FISHERY,  HiTCHIN. 


Eig^ht  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing:  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lune ;  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


TROUT  FOR  PONDS. 

Rainbow  Yearlings  from  £5  iOs.  per  ^,000 
Loch  Leven  Yearlings  from  £7  iOs.  per  1,000 

Special  carriage  paid  prices  quoted  on 
application  to  Manager, 

BucXland  Fishery,  Braunton,  N.  Devon. 


The  Celebrated 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 


A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
Selioioui  with  Preserved  Fniit,  Raw  Pruit,  Potted 
Heat,  or  Cheeie. 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

81b.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  1/3. 
Sole  Makers :  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
DOUGLAS,  ISLE  OF  MAM. 


LOUGH  IVIELVIN. 

Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
LARGE  WOODED    ISLAND,  with 
FURNISHED  COTTAGE,  TO  LET 

For  about  6  weeks,  from  Ist  AuguBt.  Four  miles 
post  and  rail.  Use  of  boats.— Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Croft,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshannon,  W. 
Donegal. 


TROUT  FISHING 


fi  Miles  on  the  Don 

•SCO  ImUT 

until  the  end  of  June.    Moderate  rent. 
Playfair,  Aberdeen. 


FLY-DRESSINC  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  ifcc.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  .Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  WILLIAMS, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.    ],j{xCE  LISTS  FRKK. 


Wf.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach     ...      Is.  &d.  j      Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      'Is.  Od.  I   Wliite  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3».  6d.  [  Green 
Salmon   ...      4s.  ed.  /        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9(i.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals  :  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Bod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


H.  «jOH[:Nrsoi^, 

GUT  MEBCHANT, 

Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 

fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15 in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2.x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 
18 in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  ftUALITT,  1  yard,  1/4  ; 
2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 

BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 

1001  yards,  1/6 ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 

BEST  NOTTINGHAU  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 


155,  Waterway  Stpeet,  Nottingham. 


THEATRE. 


OT.  JAMES'S.  —  GEOEGE  ALEX- 
ANDER,  Every  Evening  at  8  sharp,  in  a 
new  Comedy,  HIS  HOUSE  IN  ORDER.  By 
A.  W.  Piuero.     Mr.  George  Alexander,  Miss 
Irene  Vanbrugh   (by  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Charles  Frohman). 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2. 
Box  Otlice  10  to  10.    Tel.  3903  Oerrard. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


This  Insurance  is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


Cast  yoDr  Eye  on  ttoj 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  nJB 
forward  to  any  address  In  the  world,  post  fMi^: 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBg 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  fijj 
or  12  doz.  for  6s.  j 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  i 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powan 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  TaoUt 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  aj^U. 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseaaes  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agencj 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CoMPANy,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pai- 
senger  in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  In  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  Tills  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  plac« 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  th» 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessaiy  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CasualTT 
Insurance  Compant,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


Anglera  wiahlng  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Flshingr  the  0am,  Quae,  fto., 

SHOULD  ADVBBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreac  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridgai 
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various  kinds  in  Tasmania,  Xew  Zealand,  Victoria> 
New  South  Wales,  Queensland,  West  Australia, 
South  Africa,  America  and  England,  and  has  landed 
many  kinds  of  fish,  including  Brown,  Rainbow, 
Loch  Leven,  American  Brook,  and  Salmon  Trout, 
!  Salmon,  Barracouta,  Dhu,  Tiger  Fish,  Sharks 
(up  to  oft.),  Schnapper,  Stingaree,  Barramunda, 
Bass,  Mascalonge,  Black  Bream,  etc.,  and  such 
,8trange  "fish"  as  Water  Tortoises,  Iguanas,  a 
Platypus,  and  a  Tiger  Snake. 

As  I  have  stated,  this  rod,  though  used  for  many 
I  purposes  for  which  it  was  never  intended,  is  still 
in  splendid  condition,  casts  a  good  Une,  and  is  quite 
straight,  yet  it  has  been  bent  double  times  without 
number,  and  has  contributed  considerably  towards 
winning  several  trophies. 

Three  sets  of  rings  have  been  worn  out  on  it,  and 
now  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  years  it  has  gone 
back  to  the  makers  (Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Pall  Mall) 
to  be  overhauled  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  they  would 
be  pleased  to  show  it  to  "  Val  Conson,"  or  anyone 
interested  ;  for  could  one  get  a  better  testimonial 
to  first-class  British  workmanship,  which,  I  maintain, 
is  second  to  none  ! 

With  regard  to  the  weight  of  our  rods,  to  my 
mind,  the  idea  that  mere  lightness  is  everything 
is  erroneous,  in  rod  as  in  gun.  Balance  and  reli- 
ability are  much  more  important.  British  makers 
eould  easily  dispense  with  the  extra  weight  they 
put  into  the  butt.  They  don't  do  so,  as  it  results 
in  a  top-hea\'y  rod  ;  and  this,  to  me,  is  one  of  the 
bad  features  of  the  American  article. 

As  to  ferrules,  the  American  ferrule  made  of  a 
white  metal  alloy  is  an  abomination,  and  sooner 
or  later  (generally  the  former)  works  loose,  and  as 
it  is  not  provided  with  a  lock,  flies  out  during 
casting.  )> 

The  use  of  the  dry  fly  is,  I  think,  unknown  on 
"  the  other  side,"  and  their  "  fish  poles  "  not  built 
for  that  class  of  work.  How  is  it  that  some  people 
advocate  the  use  of  Leonard  rods  here  and  claim 
perfection  for  them  ?  They  are  not  dry-fly  rods, 
and  yet  dry-fly  enters  very  largely  into  our  angling 
here  ;  if,  too,  the  Yankea  rod  is  such  a  splendid 
article,  why  does  it  collapse  so  soon  when  used 
on  big  Tasmanian  or  New  Zealand  trout  ?  Plenty 
of  people  have  tried  them  there — to  their  sorrow, 
for  the  rods  soon  get  limp  and  "  dog-leggy,"  but 
our  best  British-made  ones  stand  for  years  and 
keep  true,  too. 

Perhaps  after  the  recent  trials  "  Val  Conson " 
will  feel  a  little  subdued  ;  I  hope  so. — Yours  truly, 
Abthtjr  E.  Bendelack. 


BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
reply  to  the  none  too  good  humoured  letter  of  your 
correspondent,  Mr.  J.  E.  Macpherson,  but  for  the 
editorial  note  which  you  append  to  it.  In  that  note 
you  have  stated  your  own  position  with  absolute 
correctness,  but  if  I  leave  the  matter  alone  you  will 
probably  receive  another  long  screed  to  prove  that 
I  have  gone  beyond  the  petition  you  attribute  to 
me.  I  have  no  desire  to  shelter  myself  behind  you, 
or  to  go  back  on  what  I  have  said — and  I  have  gone 
beyond  that  position. 

Before  proceeding  to  restate  my  position,  let 
me  reiterate  for  the  n""  time  that  balance  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  that  has  been  at 
issue.  I  have  handled  "Leonards"  which  are 
wrist-breakers,  and  "  Leonards "  which  are  as 
delightfully  balanced  as  any  English  rod.  In  the 
same  way  I  have  handled,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
owned,  Engli-h  rods  which  are  wrist-breaker.s,  as 
well  as  capitally  balanced  tools.  So  that  rods  from 
each  side  of  the  Atlantic  are  capable  of  being  well 
balanced,  and  it  is  the  fault  of  the  buyer  if  he  lets 
the  vendor  impose  upon  him  a  rod  whose  balance 
does  not  suit  him.  The  question  of  balance  may 
therefore  be  ruled  out  on  both  sides  of  the  account, 
and  the  other  qualities  of  rods  compared — with- 
out any  unnecessary  assumption  that  because  a 
"  Leonard  "  rod  is  light  it  is  necessarily  ill  balanced, 
or  that  because  an  English  rod  i-J  heavier  it  is 
necessarily  better  balanced.  It  may  be  conceded 
that  it  is  easier  to  make  a  well  balanced  rod  with 
more  material  included,  but  that  only  makes  the 
merit  uf  turning  out  the  well  balanced  lighter 
weapon  more  conspicuous. 

Next  let  me  turn  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Macpherson 
about  the  despi-fed  English  rod  throwing  the 
heavy  dry-fly  (line)  up-wind — suggesting  that  the 
American  will  not.  If  there  Is  one  thing  more 
amazing  than  another  about  these  American  light 
rods  it  is  the  extraordinary  facility  with  which 
these  delicate  tops  (delic  ite  beyond  anything  ever 
put  on  the  market  by  any  of  our  manufacturers) 
will  pick  a  heavy  tapered  Halford  line  off  the  water 
and  deliver  it  into  the  teeth  of  a  wind. 

During  this  controversy  I  have  seen  a  great  many 
rods  in  this  country — light  and  heavy,  including  rods 
put  forward  for  comparison  with  the  "  Leonard" — 
but  I  have  never  seen  any  manufacturer's  work 


from  this  side  which  equalled  in  fineness  (to  say 
nothing  of  strength)  the  tops  of  the  "  Leonards  " 
until  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  and  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bro-f.  copied  your  "  Leonard"  (and  that  hai  a  top 
of  unusual  thickness  for  that  brand  of  rod),  and 
therefore  I  felt  justified  in  feeling  sceptical  whether 
any  of  our  manufacturers  could  turn  out  similar 
work  They  said  they  could,  but  the  fact  remained 
that  they  did  not  do  it.  You  will  remember  that 
I  suggested,  and  I  believe  you  suggested,  that  some 
other  cane  than  that  used  by  our  makers  was 
employed  on  the  other  side.  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Allcock's,  laughed  the  notion 
to  scorn.  I  gave  them  credit  for  knowing,  and 
suggested  that  the  difference  might  be  in  the  cement. 
I  am  not  a  practical  rod  maker,  and  again  I  exposed 
myself  to  the  derision  of  the  trade.  Yet  it  turns 
out,  when  at  last  these  two  makers  have  been  goaded 
into  matching  your  "  Leonard,"  that  I  was  right 
in  the  first  instance.  They  had  to  use  Tonkin  cane  to 
reproduce  the  "Leonard"  fineness  and  nervous  power 
combined,  and  Tonkin  cane  is  not  what  they  use 
for  their  own  rods,  but  the  Americans  do  use  it. 
They  may  say  their  cane  is  better — but  this  is  a 
free  country,  and  I  am  entitled  to  my  opinions  and 
to  the  courage  of  them — and  I  say  that,  in  that 
opinion,  although  there  has  been  a  distinct  advance 
in  the  manufacture  of  light  rods  in  this  country, 
yet  in  the  qualities  of  fineness  and  lightness  combined 
with  nervous  power  the  Americans  were  in  advance 
of  our  makers,  and  untU  our  people  put  the  new 
types  in  Tonkin  cane  upon  the  market  they  will 
continue  to  be  so.  This  is  not  to  say  that  the 
American  rod  maker  is  superior  at  all  points  by 
any  means  (for  it  is  not  so),  nor  to  say  that  the 
type  of  rod  the  American  uses  for  the  lakes  or 
rivers  of  his  country  is  best  suited  for  this  country. 
But  it  is  to  say  that  these  qualities  of  fineness  and 
power  combined,  imported  into  a  rod  of  a  size 
and  calibre  suited  to  the  waters  of  this  country, 
are  well  worth  cultivating  and  acquiring,  and  that 
it  is  and  has  been  a  burning  shame  that  our  manu- 
facturers have  had  so  little  spirit  and  so  little  sense 
of  what  is  due  to  themselves  and  their  country  to 
have  been  content  to  remain  so  long  behind  in  the 
particulars  I  have  indicated.  I  know,  in  my  own 
immediate  circle  of  friends,  of  several  orders  for 
rods  (amounting  to  over  £100)  which  have  gone 
abroad,  which  might  have  been  kept  in  this  country 
by  a  more  enlightened  policy.  I  know  one  fishing 
hut  on  a  Hampshire  river  where  I  saw  five  or  six 
"  Leonards  "  on  the  rack  to  one  "  Hardy,"  and  the 
keeper  was  most  enthusiastic  about  them.  All  this 
money  might  have  been  kept  in  the  country  had 
the  English  manufacturer  been  ready  to  supply  the 
quality  of  rod  required,  and  instances  might  no 
doubt  be  easily  extended. 

I  have  therefore,  I  consider,  done  a  service  to 
my  countrymen — whether  anglers  or  manufacturers 
— in  taking  the  line  I  have  done  in  this  controversy, 
and  in  having  assisted  in  bringing  what  I  consider 
our  shortcomings  to  the  fore,  and  I  am  quite  unre- 
pentant. Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  expressed  to  me  the 
opinion  that  the  controversy  had  done  good,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  about  it.  He,  no  doubt,  considers 
it  evidence  of  prejudice  on  my  part  that  I  at  once 
gave  him  an  order  for  one  of  the  new  type  rods,  for 
presentation  to  a  friend. — Yours  truly, 

March  17.  Val  Conson. 


MR.  P.  D.  MALLOCH'S  LETTER  ON  DROP- 
PING ROD  POINT  TO  LEAPING  FISH,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest 
Mr.  Malloch's  admirable  letter  re  dropping  rod 
point  to  jumping  fish,  and  I  fully  agree  with  much 
that  he  says.  I  cannot,  however,  quite  allow  that 
the  danger  lies  only  from  the  strain  on  a  drowned 
line,  but  my  experience  is  that  a  leaping  salmon 
seldom,  if  ever,  jumps  vertically  (though  it  may 
seem  so  to  the  fisherman),  but  generally  at  an  angle 
outwards  and  away  from  the  rod,  thus  causing  a 
sudden  and  heavy  strain  on  the  line,  which,  imless 
it  were  slackened  by  the  lowering  the  top,  would 
cause  a  break.  A  wild  spring  fish,  especially  when 
lightly  hooked,  will  frequently  take  five  or  six  of 
these  sidelong  running  jumps  in  succession,  and  if 
held  tightly,  when  doing  this,  disaster  is  inevitable. 
I  have  generally  found  that  fish  that  fight  very 
wildly  and  leap  constantly  are  hooked  lightly, 
generally  hy  the  side  of  the  maxillary,  where,  it 
appears,  the  nerves  are  specially  tender. 

A  curious  instance  happened  to  me  with  my  first 
spring  fish  last  year.  I  hooked  him  at  the  very  tail  of 
one  of  my  pools  with  a  long  east,  and  the  fish  as  he 
took  the  fly  rushed  up  towards  me,  so  that  I  was 
not  able  to  strike  him  properly  ;  he  passed  me, 
and  went  about  forty  yards  up  stream  at  lightning 
pace,  and  then  began  leaping  four  or  five  times 
outwards  and  away  from  me  and  towards  the  rocks 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  slackened  to  his 
leap  each  time,  but  with  fear  of  the  result,  as  I  felc 
lie  was  not  well  hooked,  and  sure  enough  at  the  las- 


leap  I  distinctly  felt  the  hold  give,  and  I  said  to 
my  gillie,  "  He  is  gone."  Immediately  after  I  felt 
a  fresh  strain,  and  he  began  to  fight  in  the  most 
eccentric  fashion.  After  twenty  minutes'  hard 
fight  I  got  a  look  at  him,  and  I  fancied  he  was 
hooked  foul,  and  sure  enough,  when  I  killed  him, 
he  was  firmly  hooked  in  the  shoulder  !  What  had 
happened  was  that  in  his  twisting  jump  he  had 
pulled  out  the  slight  hold  by  the  side  of  his  jaw, 
and  the  hook  in  passing  had  fastened  in  his  shoulder. 
I  could  see  the  still  bleeding  mark  on  the  side  of  the 
jaw  where  the  hook  had  pulled  out,  and  it  was  a 
pure  piece  of  luck  rebooking  him  in  the  shoulder,  or 
that  20-pounder  had  "  passed  from  my  gaze  like  a 
beautiful  dream." 

Mr.  Allcock,  in  his  letter  on  unbleached  gut,  says 
"  he  shall  in  future  import  all  fine  gut  unbleached 
We  can  then  stain  it  any  colour  required."  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  he  proposes  importing  unbleached 
gut,  which  will  make  it  more  easy  to  obtain  than  it 
is  now.  But  why  gild  refined  gold,  or  spoil  beau- 
tiful naturally  clear  gut  by  dyeing  it  the  absurd 
colours  one  now  sees  gut  stained  to  ?  I  hope  he 
will  leave  the  gut  to  be  stained  (and  spoilt)  by  the 
faddists  who  want  it  so,  and  let  those  who  wish 
obtain  the  real  thing — au  naturel. 

Six  feet  strands  of  gut. — I  think  the  "  gut " 
spoken  of  by  the  American  Field,  and  referred  to 
in  your  issue  of  March  17,  cannot  have  been  true 
silkworm  gut  at  all,  but  a  kind  of  gut  which  I 
was  told  was  made  from  a  China  weed,  and  which 
I  have  seen  largely  used  all  along  the  Ceylon  coast. 
It  has  all  the  appearance  of  salmon  gut,  is  from 
6ft.  to  7ft.  long,-  and  of  a  yellowish  tint ;  and  I 
have  seen  boys  fishing  from  Colombo  breakwater 
with  palm  rib  rods  and  this  gut,  and  landing  sea 
fish  of  21b.  to  31b.  weight.  I  brought  some  hanks  of 
it  home  with  me,  intending  to  try  it  for  salmon,  but 
either  the  heat  of  the  Red  Sea  or  some  climatic 
condition  on  the  voyage  home  spoilt  it,  and  it  was 
when  I  wanted  to  use  it  hopelessly  brittle  and  rotten. 
I  thought  I  had  discovered  a  bonanza  in  finding 
this  gut,  but  until  something  more  is  known  as  to 
how  to  preserve  it  in  the  change  of  climate,  I  fear 
we  cannot  rely  on  it. — Yours  truly,  Glanehos. 


DROPPING  THE  ROD  POINT  TO  A 
LEAPING  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  have  already  (I  think  last  year) 
written  upon  this  point,  I  shall  try  to  write  briefly. 
You,  sir,  as  a  practical  fisherman  for  both  trout  and 
salmon,  will,  I  feel  quite  sure,  agree  with  me  when 
I  remark  that  we  cannot  lay  down  any  really  hard 
and  fast  rules.  While  a  man  is  running  his  fish  (if 
he  be  a  practical  old  hand,  cool  and  collected),  he 
will  do  exactly  as  the  occasion  seems  to  demand. 
One  has  no  time  then  to  argue  the  point — one  has  to 
act  instantly.  When  a  tiger  suddenly  swerves,  and 
in  a  moment,  charges,  the  sportsman  acts  auto- 
matically, and  without  the  smallest  hesitation ! 
Rules  he  has  no  time  to  think  of.  The  thing  is  all 
over  in  a  few  seconds.  I  speak  as  if  I  had  know- 
ledge of  tiger  shooting,  but  this  is  not  so.  I  only 
state  a  case  to  show  what  I  mean.  In  a  humbler 
sphere,  I  have  shot  rabbits  amongst  furze  bushes — 
the  beagles  behind  them — when  I  had  no  time  to 
raise  the  gun  or  to  take  aim. 

A  fisherman  with  a  strong  but  supple  rod,  upright 
and  porcelain,  or  agate,  rings,  and  an  expensive 
reel  that  answers  to  each  touch,  may  well  dispense 
with  the  dip  of  the  rod  point  as  a  salmon  leaps  ;  but 
(please  follow  me  now)  take  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
angler  with  a  good  but  quite  ordinary  "click" 
salmon  or  trout  reel,  rod,  etc.  Just  at  first,  when 
the  reel  is  pretty  full  of  line,  the  salmon's  leap  does 
not  endanger  the  result  so  much,  unless  the  reel  is 
too  stiff  (and  a  stiff  reel  is  only  fit  for  the  rubbish 
heap).  But  when  the  reel  line  is  nearly  exhausted, 
and  the  line  pays  out  grudgingly,  would  it  not  be 
madness  to  refuse  to  dip  the  rod  when  one's  prize 
fish  took  to  leaping  madly  ?  Again,  who  that  has 
used  gossamer  gut  so  much  as  I  have  done,  would 
back  the  theory  which  says  never  dip  the  rod,  against 
the  fifty  years  of  experience  which  would  prompt 
me  to  do  so  then.  Common-sense  is  still  our  best 
guide  in  an  emergency,  and  not  rigid  rules.— Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


ETHICS  OF  PRAWN  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  for  Mr.  Tivy's  thirty 
years'  experience  resulting  as  it  has — "  Almost 
useless  to  try  the  fly  "  after  the  prawn — vide  letter 
in  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  3. 

I  have  used  both  fly  and  prawn  on  the  Conway, 
and  have  hooked  and  killed  fish  with  the  fly  after 
thoroughly  fishing  with  the  prawn.  One  instance  I 
distinctly  remember  in  the  Willows  Pool — a  gutter 
pool.  There  was  a  fine  bright  fish  moving,  and 
had  been  for  several  days,  and  no  one  could  get 
him  to  rise  to  the  fly.  Well,  one  red  letter  day,  when 
the  river  was  low  and  supposed  to  be  out  of  ply 
for  the  fly,  I  was  the  only  rod  out,  and  had  caught 
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three  fish,  of  191b.,  161b.,  and  41b. — two  with  prawn, 
one  with  worm — and  reached  the  Willows  about 
two  o'clock,  and  fished  steadily  up  to  4.30.  The 
big  fish  was  on  the  move,  and  would  not  look  at 
prawn  or  worm,  although  I  tried  both  alternately, 
and  at  last  got  tired,  and  was  giving  it  up  when  a 
friend  who  was  with  me  urged  me  to  try  the  fly 
"  just  once  "  to  please  him.  I  did  so,  using  one  of 
my  own  patterns — silver  body,  red  turkey  wings, 
light  blue  hackle,  and  pheasant  topping  tail. 
About  the  fourth  cast  I  was  in  him,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  liveliost  fish  I  over  hooked.  The  instant  he 
took  the  fly  ho  struck  down-stream,  taking  out 
about  forty  yards,  and  then  jumped.  My  heart 
did  the  same,  but  he  was  there  yet,  and  as  I 
supposed  was  still  going  down.  I  called  to  Hughes, 
the  river  watcher,  who  had  come  on  the  scene — 
could  I  get  under  the  bridge — when  my  beauty 
came  out  of  the  water  just  opposite  me  like  a 
strung  how,  and  on  up  he  went,  I  reeling  in  like 
mad.  He  made  one  more  jump  higher  up,  and 
thou  fought  upstream.  It  was  not  very  long  before 
I  had  him  out.  He  weighed  just  2()lb.  It  has 
been  said  it  was  a  fresh  fish  that  had  come  in,  but 
we  were  all  agreed  that  he  was  identical  to  the  fish 
that  was  jumping,  and,  further,  he  ceased  to  move. 

I  infinitely  prefer  the  fly  to  the  prawn,  but  what 
is  to  be  done  when  the  fish  will  not  take  the  fly  ? 
In  1890  I  caught,  in  one  afternoon,  in  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Conway — the  run  of  the  Pomfryn  ;  it 
is  only  about  fifteen  yards  long  and  two  feet 
deep — five  fish  (four  with  prawn,  one  with  worm) ; 
they  weighed  851b.,  all  within  one  and  a  quarter 
hours.  This  was  the  end  of  October.  Two  fisher- 
men had  been  fishing  that  water  for  several  months  ; 
result,  three  fish  between  them.  They  saw  these 
fish  hooked,  played,  and  landed,  and  immediately 
took  to  prawn  fishing,  catching  several  fish  first 
day  they  were  at  it,  and  then  started  an  agitation 
to  stop  the  prawn  the  year  after,  and  succeeded  ! 
The  following  season  I  topped  the  other  rods  with 
"  fly  only." 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  men  who  say  that  the 
prawn  is  such  a  deadly  bait,  why  the  fish  in  the 
Lledr  will  not  take  it  ?  In  eight  seasons  I  do  not 
suppose  there  have  been  two  dozen  fish  killed  with 
the  prawn  to  several  hundreds  with  the  fly,  and  I 
have  tried  them  again  and  again. 

Another  point.  Why  will  not  the  Conway  fi^h 
take  the  prawn  until  after  the  middle  or  end  of 
September,  except  in  rare  instances  ? 

Bear  in  mind  the  rea=on  most  men  oppose  prawn 
fishing  is  because  it  is  infinitely  harder  to  acquire 
than  fly  fishing.  To  properly  weight,  cast,  and 
work  the  prawn  is  only  learned  by  sad  experience, 
that  is,  loss  of  tackle  and  temper.  The  prawn 
cannot  be  worked  well  with  a  casting  reel — it  does 
not  work  Naturally.  In  nature  the  beastie  goes 
from  a  few  inches  to  a  foot  or  more  backwards 
each  time  he  moves.  Off  a  reel  this  can  hardly  be 
imitated — .1  am.  etc.,  H.  D.  B. 

Lledr  House,  Dolwyddelen,  R.S.O. 


RE  CHAMOIS  LEATHER. 

Dear  Sib, — As  practical  manufacturers  of  fly 
books  of  upwards  of  fifty  years,  our  experience  is 
that  there  is  nothing  deleterious  in  either  chamois 
leather  or  parchment.  Chamois  leather  we  have 
been  using  for  cast  pockets  for  many  years  past, 
and  have  never  received  a  complaint,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  supply  skins  as  warranted  non-dele- 
terious, as  per  our  advertisement.  Parchment  needs 
no  recommendation  as  a  preservative,  having  been 
used  from  time  immemorial,  and  although  we  are 
makers  of  tin  and  other  boxes  for  keeping  flies,  we 
never  recommend  them  for  keeping  gut,  there  being 
a  natural  warmth  about  a  skin  which  is  better  for 
keeping  gut  which  shall  be  more  akin  to  it  than 
metal,  which  is  either  exceedingly  hot  or  cold,  as 
the  conditions  of  weather  or  keeping  same  is, 
whereas  with  parchment  or  chamois  leather  it  is 
never  subject  to  such  excesses  of  heat  or  cold.  A 
recent  suggestion  is  india-rubber  pockets  for  cast 
cases.  These  we  have  made  for  many  years,  but 
have  been  gradually  discarded  because  of  the  sulphur 
dressing  being  injurious  to  flies,  which  is  doubtless 
true. — Yours  truly,  R.  Wheatley  &  Son. 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  GUT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  observe  that  your  correspondents 
"  Bonwyan  "  and  Messrs.  Hoarder  and  Sons  remark 
upon  my  suggestion,  and  I  note  what  you  say  in  the 
footnote  to  Messrs.  Hoarder's  letter.  I  see  I  am  not 
qmte  understood.  Anything  less  like  a  pouch  for 
soaking  gut  casts,  I  can  scarcely  imagine  my  ideal 
holder.  Mr.  Henrder's  contrivance  has  only  got 
two  pockets,  and  I  wish  many  more  than  two.  My 
idea  is  a  suitable  hohlor  for  gut  casts  and  spare  gut, 
which  shall  not  be  bulky,  and  which  shall  preserve 
the  gut  from  the  external  air.  when  it  is  too  moist: 
and  when  (even  worse)  it  is  hot  and  dry  !  Well,  I 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  receptacle 


with  india-rubber  pockets  is,  after  all,  not  necessary 
at  all.  I  can  imagine  few  things  more  simple  and 
none  more  practical  to  hold  gut  casts,  furnished 
with  flies,  or  not  (it  is  immaterial),  hanks  of  drawn 
and  undrawn  gut,  etc.,  than  suitably  shaped  and 
sized  envelopes  made  with  a  deep  flap  and  of  good 
parchment. 

"But"  (says  someone),  "this  is  no  novelty." 
"Granted,"  I  reply,  "but  the  suggestion  which 
follows  is,  I  think,  novel,  and  is  of  practical  vahie. 
It  is  also  within  the  reach  of  the  many."  Let  the 
envelopes  be  enclosed  in  a  rectangular  tobacco 
pouch,  of  the  right  size,  one  specially  made  for  the 
retail  fishing  tackle  trade,  and  all  the  better  if  it  is 
made  to  double  upon  itself,  like  the  common  tobacco 
pouches  in  general  use. 

What  contrivance,  however  expensive  and  elabo- 
rate, can  Supply  the  need  better  ?  As  for  dyeing 
gut  green  to  imitate  the  weeds,  your  editorial  remark 
is  much  to  the  point.  For  o»e  trout  which  would 
take  the  combination  for  a  fly  on  the  end  of  a  float- 
ing weed,  a  dozen  would  look  at  a  fly  thus  adorned 
suspiciously,  and  let  it  float  past  unheeded. — Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


TAPERED  SALMON  LINES. 

De.\r  Sir, — In  these  daj's  of  taper  on  salmon 
lines,  the  question  arises,  is  it  better  or  otherwise 
to  discard  the  use  of  the  twisted  gut  at  the  reel  lino 
end  of  tlie  cast  ?  Would  you  kindly  give  me  an 
opinion  ? 

If  the  twisted  yard  and  a  half  of  gut  is  to  be 
retained,  a  good  deal  of  the  reel  line  has  to  bo  cut 
off,  till  the  desired  thickness  is  reached  to  balance 
the  twisted,  and  therefore  thicker  part  of  the  cast. 

Does  the  thinner  end  of  the  taper  show  less  than 
thicker  twisted  gut,  from  the  fishes'  point  of  view  ? 
— for  the  one  is  less  bulky,  but  the  gut,  no  doubt, 
less  opaque. 

I  always  feel  very  mean  about  cutting  off  the  thin 
taper  to  balance  my  casts  when  fitting  up  a  new 
jine. — Yours  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

[I  prefer  a  tapered  single-gut  salmon  cast,  but 
the  twisted  gut  is  much  cheaper  than  stout  first- 
class  single  gut,  and  that  is  a  good  reason  with  a 
good  many  of  us.  Otherwise,  I  prefer  the  single, 
as  it  casts  better,  is  less  visible,  and  more  reliable — 
at  least,  that  is  my  experience. — Ed.] 


"PIKE  FISHING— FACTS  AND  FANCIES." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  10,  a  Mr- 
Hobson  wrote  respecting  a  large  catch  of  pike  in 
Slapton  Ley  in  18(i2.  I  should  have  thought  an 
old  fisherman  like  him  would  have  been  aware  that 
there  are  fools  who  manipulate  the  figures  in 
visitors'  books,  and  think  it  clever. 

On  referring  to  my  diary  of  18(j2, 1  find  Mr.  Clarke 
caught  twenty-one  pike  (1  caught  eighteen  the  same 
day).  It  was  not  in  October.  Such  catches  are  not 
to  be  had  nowadays — these  were  all  caught  fair 
spinning.  Respecting  the  losing  of  ninety-three,  it 
is  as  truthful  as  the  former — we  seldom  lost  a  fish 
when  hooked. 

Where  did  Mr.  Hobson  see  this  visitors'  book  ? 
It  was  in  Pollard's  days,  and  when  he  left  took  it 
with  him,  doubtless. — -Yours  truly. 

The  Old  'Un. 

RUBBER  FOR  FLY  BODIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  time  since  there  was  some 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  india-rubber 
for  fly-tying  purposes.  I,  unfortunately,  have  never 
learnt  to  tie  a  fly,  so  do  not  know  what  is  exactly 
required  in  the  way  of  rubber,  but  thought  the 
enclosed  sample,  might  meet  the  case.  It  is  from 
the  core  of  a  "Kite"  golf  ball,  and  I  should  say 
one  ball  contains  nearly  100  yards.  A  split  ball  of 
this  make  can  be  had  at  any  golf  course  for  a  few 
ponce, — Yours  truly,  H.  E.  Smith. 

Bristol. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Smith,  but  this  thin,  flat, 
tape-like  rubber  is  a  bit  too  ragged  at  the  edges  for 
neat  work.  Good  information  re  rubber  and  rubber 
bodies  will  be  found  in  "  Athenian's  "  little  book  on 
fly  making. — Ed.] 

"  RIVER  REPORTS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  rather  surprised  to  find  that 
no  one  has  made  any  comment  through  your  cor- 
respondence columns  in  answer  to  the  note  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  17,  by  Mr.  John  Paterson,  re  fishing 
reports.  Judging  from  Mr.  Paterson's  remarks, 
the  first  object  of  reporters  is  to  draw  visitors  to 
their  hotels  or  houses  of  accommodation.  I  have 
been  badly  bitten  once  by  a  report  (from  the  north), 
and  your  issue  of  Feb.  17  will  make  me  mistrust 
the  accovmts  of  sport  more  than  ever 

1  see  in  the  report  from  Lake  Coron,  Anglesey, 
that  Mr.  Ward  took  on  March  9  two  white  trout 
and  one  brown,  etc.  Are  these  white  trout  supposed 
to  be  in  good  condition  now  ?    If  Mr.  Ward  tasted 


these  fish,  perhaps  he  would  say  what  his  experienoa 
was.  I  tried  one  of  about  a  pound  taken  there  last 
April,  and  after  the  first  morsel  offered  the  remainder 
to  the  cat.    He  also  refused  it. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Hartley  Ellis. 
[There  is  little  doubt  999  out  of  a  thousand  sear 
trout  caught  at  this  season  are  kelts.  Curioudy' 
enough  when  at  Perth  recently  Mr.  Malloch  tooK 
me  to  see  some  salmon  which  were  being  packed  foi 
export ;  but  they  had  all  gone,  and  there  was  only 
one  fish  in  the  place,  and  that  was  a  lovely  sea-trout 
of  about  61b.  in  fine  condition.  Mr.  Malloch  said' 
it  was  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  one  clean  at  this  time 
of  year. — Ed.] 

GRAYLING  FLY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  tell  me  where  I  should  be 
likely  to  obtain  a  grayling  fly  called  the  Witch, 
Rolf  dressing  7  I  have  an  idea  that  it  was  referred 
to  in  one  of  your  back  numbers.  Apologising  for 
troubling  you, — Yours  truly,  T.  Kenyon. 

[Will  Mr.  Rolf  kindly  reply.— Ed.] 


KEEPING  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  always  found  the  bleached 
wash-leather  answer  very  well  for  keeping  gut.  The 
late  Mr.  Thomas  ArkcoU  gave  us  some  of  the  very 
best  I  ever  saw,  and  I  remember  he  used  it  exten- 
sively in  his  well-kept  tackle. 

Cotton-wool  also  is  very  excellent  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  excludes  the  air  better  than  most  things. — 
Yours  truly,  L.  W.  Scotford 

(Ogden  and  Scotford). 


PEARL  FISHING— SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Deab  Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information 
on  the  following  matters  :  — 

1.  In  which  rivers  in  the  British  Isles  are  the 
fresh-water  pearls  found  ;  and  if  possible  the  names 
of  some  towns  from  which  one  could  pearl  fish  ? 

2.  If  you  could  recommend  any  hotel  in  Waleg 
where  one  could  get  some  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
in  April  or  May  at  moderate  price  ? 

N.B. — I   have    the  "  Angler's  Diary." — Yours 

truly,    Erin. 

BLAGDON  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  anyone  who  has  fished  Blagdon 
Lake  from  the  shore  say  (1)  What  the  chances  are 
of  getting  any  fish  7  (2)  Whether  the  inshore  water 
is  weedy  in  May  ?  (3)  Whether  the  greater  part  of 
the  water  within  twenty  yards  of  the  shore  is  very 
shallow  ? — Yours  truly,  W.  E.  B. 


PRESERVATIVE  FOR  BAITS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  inform 
me  what  is  the  best  mixture  to  preserve  and 
toughen  minnows  and  other  bait  in  (for  trout  and 
pike). — Yours  truly,  '  C.  C. 

Shrewsbury. 

[Formalin  used  as  follows  is  as  good  as  anything;' 
— "Thoroughly  clean  the  baits  from  all  glut  (by 
placing  them  in  a  colandf»r  and  allowing  the  water 
to  run  freely  over  them  from  the  tap,  mixing  them 
well  with  very  clean  hands).  Have  ready  a  clean, 
wide-mouthed  bottle  ;  place,  say,  three  dozen  in  it, 
then  add  as  much  water  so  as  merely  to  cover  them, 
adding  a  teaspoonful  of  formalin.  After  lying  ia 
this  for  two  or  three  days  only,  take  them  out  and 
wipe  them  with  a  dry  cloth  ;  again  clean  bottle  and 
place  baits  with  same  quantity  of  water  and  one  half 
teaspoonful  of  formalin,  sealing  up  bottle  airtight^ 
with  wax.  I  have  bait  in  good  condition  which 
were  cured  in  April,  1903.  The  best  preparation  of 
formalin  is  that  sold  by  the  Formalin  Company, 
St.  Mary-at-hill,  London,  E.C.  This  is  standardised, 
and  contains  forty  per  cent,  of  formic  aldehyde." 
The  above  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  13, 
1904.  For  a  few  hours  before  use  it  is  well  to  soak 
baits  which  have  been  preserved  in  formalin  in  a 
strong  solution  of  common  salt.  Fish  like  a  salted 
bait,  but  it  is  a  bit  doubtful  if  they  do  not  dislike 
formalin. — Ed  .  ] 


VASELINE  ON  SILK  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  somewhat  recent  but  very 
interested  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  should 
be  greatly  obliged  for  your  opinion  as  to  the  use  of 
vaseline  as  a  dressing  for  plaited  silk  pike  lines. 
Has  it  any  tendency  to  rot  the  line  or  any  other 
disadvantages  ?  What,  if  any,  would  you  consider 
a  preferable  dressing  ?  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation of  your  valued  reply, — Yours  truly, 

Derby.  A.  F.  Pine. 

[So  far  as  I  know  vaseline  preserves  rather  than 
rots  lines.  I  think  that  Mars  Oil  may  prove  to  be 
the  best  dressing.  Messrs.  Greiner  and  Co.,  10, 
Milton-street,  Cripplegate,  supply  it. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  wnavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
In  Scotland  the  Fishinq  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  aud  Mr.  K.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale-the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

unications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Thj  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishi.no  Gazette,  Lijiited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  tree  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10«.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    bs.  4d. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12^.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charge  3  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Ji'age   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertiseme-ts  bn.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Laoe,  London. 

Advertuementg  mrcst  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdayn,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays,  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thursday  morning, 
April  12  (instead  of  on  Friday  as  usual).  All 
communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that 
issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
by  first  post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  11. 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  31,  1906. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Preservation  of  Gut 
Sir  FfiANCis  Ley,  Bakt.,  who,  I  am  glad  to  see, 
is  getting  some  sport  with  the  Boyne  salmon,  WTites 
as  follows  on  "  Unljleached  Gut  and  Care  of 
Gut":  — 

"Dear  Sik, — Referring  to  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock's 
remarks  in  your  issue  of  March  17, 1  wish  to  say  that 
after  over  forty  years'  experience  as  a  salmon 
angler  1  do  not  approve  of  wash-leather  for 
the  storage  and  preservation  of  gut.  Formerly  I 
employed  this  method,  but  with  very  unsatisfactory 
results,  the  gut  becoming  hard  and  brittle  in  a 
very  short  time.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  I 
have  always  used  either  gutta-percha  tissue  or 
green  oil  silk,  but  much  prefer  the  latter,  because 
the  gutta-percha  tissue  speedily  becomes  rotten, 
whereas  the  oil  silk  will  last  for  a  considerable 
period,  although  sometimes  it  may  become  some- 
what sticky.  If  the  gut  is  well  wrapped  up  in 
aeveral  thicknes.ses  of  the  oil  silk  to  make  it  as  far 
as  possible  airtight,  and  is  then  put  away  in  an 
airtight  tin  box,  it  will  be  found  that  the  gut  will 
keep  for  several  seasons  soft  and  reliable. 

"  I  also  note  your  own  remarks  about  the  inadvisa- 
bflity  of  keeping  gut  too  long  in  wet  fiarmol  or  rag. 
Personally,  when  salmon  fishing  I  always  carry  a 
apare  cast,  and  a  few  loose  links  of  gut,  wrapped  in 
a  small  square  of  wet  calico  ;  this  calico  I  again 
wrap  in  a  piece  of  the  green  oil  silk,  and  keep  in  my 
pocket  during  the  day,  thus  if  I  lose  a  cast,  or 
wish  to  repair  one,  I  always  have  the  gut  soaked 
rea<ly  for  use,  but  1  am  always  most  careful  to 
remove  the  gut  out  of  the  wet  rag  every  evening, 
putting  the  gut  on  my  dressing-table  whore  it  can 
dry,  because  I  have  found  that  if  left  in  the  wet 
rag  even  for  one  night  it  is  not  to  be  relied  upon 


on  the  following  day,  or,  at  any  rate,  until  it  has  been 
well  dried. 

"I  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  lost  salmon  on 
starting  early  the  next  day  when  using  a  cast  that 
had  inadvertently  been  left  in  the  wet  rag  all  night. 
It  is  therefore  my  habit  every  morning,  before  leaving 
the  house  to  fish,  to  soak  the  rag  and  wrap  in  it 
the  gut  which  had  been  left  to  dry  the  previous* 
evening,  then  by  the  time  that  I  arrive  at  the  river- 
side it  is  sufficiently  soaked  to  start  fishing  with. 
This  is  a  very  convenient  way  of  carrying  the  gut, 
and  obviates  the  necessity  for  carrying  a  tin  box 
in  the  pocket." 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Sir  Francis  fully  bears  out 
what  I  said  as  regards  the  unreliability  of  gut  which 
has  been  kept  in  soak  for  some  time — it  not  only 
loses  strength,  and  is  inclined  to  stretch,  but  it  is 
so  softened  that  the  knotted  ends  slip  apart.  Sir 
Francis  is  a  practical  angler,  who  has  grassed  no 
end  of  salmon,  and  I  believe  his  simple  plan  for 
keeping  gut  cannot  be  improved  upon.  I  have 
some  gut  which  was  kept  in  an  almost  airtight 
tin  box  for  seventy-five  years,  and  I  could  not 
break  it  with  any  fair  pull  for  gut  of  the  size  ;  it  is 
unbleached  and  unstained. 

The  Big  Day  with  the  Lough  Sheelin  Trout. 

"  Blather  wick,"  wTiting  in  our  columns  recently, 
asked  for  a  few  more  particulars  of  the  great  take 
of  trout  in  Lough  Sheelin  referred  to  by  Mr.  David 
Pine  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  10.  Mr.  Pine 
now  sends  me  a  letter  from  his  friend,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Radcliff,  which  shows  that  Mr.  Pine's  memory  of 
the  incident  was  not  quite  exact,  the  fish  were 
taken  in  one  day  by  two  anglers,  not  by  Mr.  Rad- 
cliff himself.  I  believe  it  is  the  record  for  the 
United  Kingdom.  Mr.  Radcliff,  writing  from 
Hurdleston,  Kells,  Ireland,  to  Mr.  David  Pine  on 
March  20,  says  : — 

"  Dear  Pine, — You  are  nearly  right  in  your 
statement  re  Lough  Sheelin  big  take.  The  fish 
were  not  killed  by  me,  but  I  saw  them,  and  saw 
them  weighed ;  there  were  eleven  trout,  total  weight, 
81  lb.,  three  more  of  them  over  101b.,  they  were 
killed  by  two  rods  dapping  with  the  May  Fly. 
One  of  the  rods  was  the  late  Alick  Walker,  and  the 
other  an  old  boatman  called  M'Cabe,  both  dead 
now.  This  was  in  the  year  '78.  I  remember  the 
day  well  ;  it  was  on  a  Sunday,  and  so  stormy  that 
I  did  not  go  out  at  all.  It  may  interest  you  to  know 
that  the  same  year  there  were  320  trout  killed  in 
my  boat  during  the  dapping  season.  This  was  Lough 
Sheelin's  record  year.  One  day  we  got  thirty-seven 
fish  weighing  from  22lb.  to  101b.  Lough  Sheelin  in 
those  times  was  out  and  out  the  best  lake  in  Ireland, 
now  it  is  the  worst  ;  no  fish  can  be  got  to  rise  to  the 
fly  at  all,  and  no  one  can  give  a  reason  for  it.  We 
started  a  preservation  society  about  the  year  '80, 
and  from  that  on  it  went  down  ;  it  seemed  to  thrive 
better  when  the  poacher  was  allowed  to  work  his 
wicked  will  on  the  fish  both  in  and  out  of  season." 

"Chats  on  Angling." 

There  cannot  be  much  left  in  the  way  of 
important  discovery  for  writers  of  angling  books 
to  give  us,  consequently  nobody  will  be  dis- 
appointed to  find  nothing  startlingly  new  in 
"Chats  on  Angling,"  by  Captain  Hart  Davis. 
What  novelty  there  is  in  the  work  is  chiefly  on  the 
side  of  the  illustrations,  which,  although  not  quite 
successful  as  regards  one  or  two  of  the  figures,  are 
very  attractive  in  the  landscapes — for  example, 
the  charming  scene  called  "  The  Evening  Rise  " 
reminds  us  of  the  poet's  picture  of  Ceylon's  lovely 
isle,  where  all  around  is  beautiful  and  only  man  is 
vile — the  angler  looks  like  a  poacher  with  a  stout 
stick  and  cord  about  to  snatch  a  fish  ;  the  small 
figures  in  the  salmon  fishing  scenes  are  much  more 
successful,  although  it  is  a  curious  thing  that  no 
artist,  even  when  he  is  an  angler,  seems  to  be  able 
to  draw  a  rod  quite  satisfactorily — it  is  made 
nearly  always  far  too  thick.  But  the  book  is 
worth  buying  for  its  views  of  river  and  lake 
scenery,  and  also  for  its  very  pleasant  "  chats  "  on 
Dry-fly  Fishing,  South  Country  Trout,  the  Evening 
Rise,  the  May  Fly,  Loch  Fishing,  Dapping  for 
Trout,  Grayling  Fishing,  Salmon  Fishing,  etc.  I 
had  hoped  the  chapter  on  "Ambidexterity,"  of 
which  Captain  Davis  was  the  pioneer,  I  believe,  as 
regards  angling,  would  have  been  much  longer.  I 
quite  agree  as  to  the  value  of  ambidexterity  in 
most  things,  but  is  not  Captain  Hart  Davis  carry- 
ing it  a  little  too  far  when  he  says,  "What  angler 
amongst  us  could  tie  a  Turle  knot  or  even  thread 
an  eyed-fly  left-handed  ?  "    Who  on  this  blessed 


earth  ever  will  want  to  do  so  if  he  has  two  hands  '! 
and  if  he  has  only  one  he  will  not  bo  ambidextrous. 
As  regards  casting  a  fly  or  bait  and  playing  a  fish, 
I  know  I  have  often  wished  that  I  could  do  as  well 
with  the  left  as  with  the  right.  I  have  read  this 
book  with  much  pleasure  and  interest,  and  can 
recommend  it  to  all  lovers  as  well  as  all  collectors 
of  books  on  angling.  It  has  been  admirably 
printed  by  Mr.  Horace  Cox,  of  the  Field,  in  whose 
pages  many  of  the  chapters  were  published. 

"On  Silk  and  the  Silkworm." 

If  I  were  commercially  interested  in  silkworm 
gut  I  should  study  a  work  "  On  Silk  and  the  Silk- 
worm," which  has  recently  been  published  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Eaton,  of  Leek.  It  is  a  translation  of  the 
work  of  M.  L.  de  I'Arbousset  by  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wardle,  edited  by  her  father,  Sir  Thomas  Wardle, 
president  of  the  Silk  Association  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Origin  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

The  Field  has  had  some  interesting  notes  recently 
on  the  origin  of  dry-fly  fishing.  Here  is  a  letter 
from  an  old  Wykehamist :  — 

"  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  3,  1906,  I  see  an 
article  signed  P.  Morgan  Watkins  about  the  dates  of 
the  commencement  of  dry-fly  fishing.  I  was  at 
school  at  Winchester  in  1862  and  1863,  and  fished 
both  seasons  nearly  every  day  in  the  college  water, 
in  what  was  then  called  the  Millpond  and  the  Old 
Barge  river.  In  those  days  I  never  saw  anything 
used  but  the  dry-fly,  and  out  of  the  many  fish  I 
caught  I  do  not  think  I  caught  a  dozen  fish  with  the 
wet-fly,  and  those  only  on  very  windy  and  rainy 
days,  when  it  was  impossible  to  use  the  dry-fly. 

"  The  favourite  flies  used  then,  tied  by  old  John 
Hammond,  were  Hammond's  favourite,  now  called 
a  golden  dun  ;  Wickham's  fancy,  invented  by 
Dr.  Charley  Wickham  ;  gold-ribbel  dark  hare's-ear, 
yellow  dun,  and  apple  green.  The  flies  then  were 
all  flat  winged,  and  required  a  lot  of  whipping  to 
make  them  float  well.  One  morning  I  tied  a  small 
hare's-ear  in  school,  and  nearly  got  '  Bibled  '  for  it. 
In  the  afternoon  I  caught  three  fish  with  it,  3J-lb., 
2|lb.,  and  2^-lb.  weight.  I  saw  this  stream  last 
summer.  How  changed  it  was  from  olden  days  ! 
Much  narrower,  and  rods  flashing  within  ten  yards 
of  each  other,  and  when  the  water  was  drawn  ofl' 
to  let  the  weeds  down  the  stench  was  most  offensive. 

"  An  Old  Wykehamist." 

I  fished  with  old  John  Hammond  at  Winchester 
a  good  many  years  ago ;  he  made  very  good  flies, 
but  eyed  hooks  were  a  bit  too  late  for  him. 
Mr.  George  Hollaxd. 

Writing  of  Winchester  reminds  me  that  Mr.  George 
Holland  (who  was  at  Winchester  for  so  many  year-s, 
and  migrated  to  14,  Castle-street  Arcade,  Cook- 
street,  Liverpool,  not  very  long  since)  sent  me  his 
neat  little  illustrated  Special  Fly  List  recently.  It 
gives  full  particulars  of  the  standard  dry-fly  patterns 
for  which  George  Holland  has  so  long  been  famous, 
as  well  as  of  Mr.  Halford's  new  "  Nature  Series," 
also  of  wet  and  dry  flies  for  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  sea-trout  flies,  etc.,  etc.  By  the  way, 
I  see  it  is  G.  Holland  and  Sons  now. 

The  Teifi. 

A  correspondent  writes:  — 

"  The  above  river  is  well  known  to  be  a  late 
one.  '  Vic '  reports  a  salmon  of  61b.  having  been 
caught.  Was  not  it  a  kelt  ?  The  people  On  that 
river  do  not  know  the  difference  for  pretend  not 
to).  When  I  was  in  the  district  I  was  told  of  a 
certain  man  who  had  sent  seventeen  'salmon' (?) 
to  Bridge  End,  for  which  he  got  one  shiUing  per 
pound.  I  fancy  it  is  the  old  game  of  getting  people 
down  to  catch  kelts.  My  only  object  in  writing 
this  is  to  prevent  false  reports.  I  know  there  is 
a  salmon-pass  made  at  Cenarth,  which  help  the 
fish  up,  but  until  you  or  some  friend  you  can 
rely  on  says  they  are  spring  fish,  I  for  one  shall 
not  believe  it." 

Will  some  salmon  angler  who  lives  on  the  Teifi 
kindly  tell  us  if  the  fish  reported  in  the  early  spring 
are  clean  or  kelts  ? 

A  Trout  Rod  to  Let. 

Unless  it  has  been  taken,  Mr.  G.  N.  Bond,  of 
Alrewas  House,  Ashbourne,  has  a  rod  to  let  on  his 
water  on  the  Dove.  I  have  never  fished  it,  but  I 
believe  it  is  good  fishing,  near  comfortable  quarters 
at  a  very  moderate  price. 
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,  How  to  Test  Gut  to  Find  if  Bleached  or 
Unbleached. 

Several  correspondents  ask  how  they  can  tell 
bleached  from  unbleached  gut.  It  is  rather  diffi- 
cult to  say,  because  there  is  no  doubt  some  gut  ia 
bleached  more  than  other  kinds  ;  but  the  nearer  it 
is  to  a  pure  colourless  glass-like  appearance  the 
less  likely  it  is  to  have  been  bleached ;  in  the 
medium  salmon  size  you  ought  to  be  able  to  see 
black  type  through  it  when  the  gut  is  held  down 
on  a  bit  of  large  print.  In  a  general  way  one  may 
say  unbleached  gut  is  like  a  plain  glass  gas  globe, 
and  bleached  gut  more  like  an  opal  glass  globe — the 
bleaching  has  the  effect  of  whitening.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  another  very  large  gut  importer  says 
he  quite  agrees  with  the  importer  who  said  the 
bleaching  of  gut  had  become  "  a  mania." 

It  does  seem  so  absurd  to  take  transparent  gut 
and,  to  an  extent,  weaken  and  make  it  less  trans- 
parent and  whiter,  so  that  the  angler  has  to  get  it 
stained  before  he  can  use  it. 


Oil  on  peut  pecher  la  truite  en  France. 

"Cher  Monsieur  Marston,— Dans  le  dernier 
numero  do  la  Fishing  Gazette  un  de  vos  lecteurs 
demande  a  quels  endroits  on  peut  pecher  la  truite 
en  France. 

"  Le  micux  est  d'allcr  dans  la  petite  riviere  leLoing, 
a  Morct-sur-Loing  (Seine-et-Marne),  petite  ville  de 
deu.K  mille  habitants,  situec  a  environ  50  kilometres 
de  Paris.  II  y  a  la  ime  societe  de  pecheurs,  pre- 
sidee  par  M.  de  Brequeville,  qui  a  mis  k  Teau,  en  cos 
dernieres  annees,  jilus  de  cent  mille  alevins  de 
truites,  arc-en-ciel  et  autres. 

"  La  societe  organise  un  concours  de  pechc  en  juillet, 
et  elle  invite  les  Anglais  a  y  vcnir.  Le  president. 
M.  de  Brequeville,  porte  un  defi  aux  pecheurs 
anglais  de  truites. — Bien  avous,     "Pu.  Linet." 

I  am  much  obliged  to  M.  Linet,  who  is  editor  of 
Le  Pecheur,  for  this  useful  information. 

Messrs.  Wyers  Freres  Exhibit  at  the 
Charterhouse  Hotel. 
What  a  big  place  London  is  !  I  have  lived  in  it 
over  half  a  century,  and  until  Messrs.  Wyers 
Freres  invited  me  to  call  and  see  their  exhibit  of 
rods  and  fishing  tackle  at  the  Charterhouse  Hotel, 
Charterhouse-Square,  which  closes  to-day  (Saturday), 
I  had  no  idea  there  was  such  an  hotel,  and  an 
excellent,  well-appointed  one  it  is.  j\Ir.  Robert 
Smith,  Messrs.  Wyers'  English  manager  of  their 
Redditch  establishment,  is  just  the  man  for  showing 
a  varied  and  interesting  collection  of  rods,  reels, 
lines,  etc.,  being  both  capable  and  courteous.  The 
show  was  well  patronised  by  anglers,  and  many  of 
Messrs.  Wyers'  special  manufactures  much  admired. 
I  shall  refer  to  some  of  them  later  on. 

Waxed  Silk  on  Reels  at  4d.  a  Reel. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  mess  and  bother  con- 
nected with  waxing  silk  has  set  more  amateur  fly 
dressers  against  the  art  than  all  the  other  diffi- 
culties put  together.  My  daughters  make  capital 
flies,  but  complain  of  the  waxing  business.  At 
Messrs.  Wyers'  show  I  saw  some  reels  of  fly  and 
hook-tying  silk  waxed  ready  for  use,  and  sold  at 
4d.  per  reel.  Mr.  Smith  assures  me  that  many  of 
their  fly-tying  customers  send  them  repeat  orders 
for  it.  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  answer 
admirably. 

A  good  Fish  Story. 

Mr.  David  Pine,  who  has  been  having  very  rough, 
cold  weather  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  sends  me  the 
following  fish  story  : — 

"  Two  Yankees  were  in  company  one  day,  and 
one  of  them  described  a  fish  he  had  taken  in  a  lake. 
He  said,  '  This  fish  was  so  big  that  when  I  took 
him  out  the  water  of  the  lake  dropped  five  feet !  ' 

"  The  other  fellow  said,  '  That's  nothing  ;  I  am 
a  boilermaker,  and  have  just  finished  the  largest 
boiler  in  the  world.  Just  as  I  had  fastened  the 
last  rivet,  I  dropped  my  hammer  in  the  boiler. 
This  was  at  twelve  o'clock,  just  as  I  was  going  to 
dinner.  Some  time  after  my  return  I  heard  the 
hammer  drop  on  the  bottom  of  the  boiler.' 

My  word,  that  was  a  whopping  big  boiler,' 
said  Yankee  No.  1,  'what  did  you  want  such  a 
big  'un  for  ?  ' 

"  '  To  boil  your  bally  great  fish  in,'  said  No.  2." 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  was  unanimously  elected  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  Saturday  Angling  Club,  of 
Duddington,  at  the  general  meeting. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


"FISHING  FOR  PLEASURE,  AND 
CATCHING  IT."* 

The  fact  is  simply  this  —  the  writer  of  this 
delightful  work  is  over  eighty,  but  the  man  is 
•  only  eighteen!  Crede  Judeas  /  "Truth  is  true." 
As  I  read  the  letterpress  and  glanced  at  the 
exquisite  illustrations — do  what  I  would  two  lines 
of  a  dear  old  and  nearly  forgotten  song  I  used  to 
sing  when  I  was  a  lad — "  long,  long  ago  1  " — seemed 
to  clamour  to  bo  set  down  here — 

Bird  and  bee  and  blossom  taught  her 
Love's  spell  to  know. 

Now,  suppose  we  make  her  masculine,  it  is  easy 
to  see  what  it  all  means.  Her  becomes  him — at 
once,  and  the  rest  follows  quite  naturally ;  for  the 
author  bubbles  over  with  love — love  of  his  chil- 
dren, grandchildren,  and  other  folks'  children  and 
grandchildren — you  meet  with  it  at  every  turn — 
and  even  between  the  lines.  Love  seems  the 
ruling  factor.  The  first  chapter  deals  with  "  May 
Fly  Fishing  in  Herefordshire" — in  1903 — and  the 
River  Lugg.  An  eminently  truthful  account,  where 
sport  is  not  particularly  good,  is  one  of  "  The 
A.  A.'s '-'  characteristics  as  an  angling  writer  ;  and 
here  the  sport  was  very  moderate. 

But  he  tells  us  one  of  his  pretty  stories — "  Otter 
and  Moorhen"— ere  the  chapter  ends,  which  is 
well  worth  perusal;  how  the  week-old  chicks 
following  the  mother,  forded  the  river,  "  which  was 
rushing  down  in  a  mighty  stream." 

In  Chapter  11.  he  descants  on  the  stag-beetle, 
and  how  his  grandson  caught  and  treated  it. 

Then  he  dips  into  another  book — "  Hampshire 
Days,"  by  W.  H.  Hudson — -with  two  charming 
illustrations  of  the  young  cuckoo  turning  the  young 
robin  out  of  her  own  nest,  and  the  still  more  engaging 
illustration  of  "The  Big  Hornet  and  the  Little 
Bank  Vole."  Space  will  only  permit  me  to  men- 
tion these  things  in  the  barest  outline,  of  course. 

Cbapter  III.  deals  with  the  Ithon,  fished  from 
Llandrindod  Wells,  an  excellent  description  of  an 
impossible  river  from  the  fly  fisher's  point  of  view. 
When  be  can  get  his  line  in,  his  sport  is  summed 
up  by  himself,  as  he  returns  to  the  hotel,  thus: 

"  What  sport  have  you  had  ?  "  cried  they. 

"  Oh,  chub  !  chub  !  "  said  I,  "nothing  but  chub. 
I've  lined  the  bank  with  them — go  and  see  for 
yourselves!"  An  excellent  jest,  as  none  of  his 
questioners  were  likely  to  undergo  the  fatigue — and 
even  risks  he  had  undergone — including  a  long 
climb  up  an  almost  pei-pendicular  bank — a  wonder- 
ful feat,  considering  his  years — which  gave  evidence 
of  the  youth  of  eighteen  in  the  frame  of  the 
plucky  octogenarian,  who  was  not  quite  eighty  in 
1903,  now  I  think  of  it. 

Chapter  IV.,  "On  the  Stour."  Now  here  is  a 
delightful  proof  of  my  assertion  that  Love  is  the 
chief  corner-stone  in  that  old  man's  earthly 
habitation. 

It  is  a  family  gathering  of  about  a  score, 
including  his  son,  "Piscator  Major,"  the  Editor  of 
this  journal,  his  children  and  others.  The  perch 
were  worth  taking,  and  "Piscator  Major  "caught 
a  splendid  chub  ot-  6lb.  But — for  pleasure — com- 
mend me  to  the  joy  of  the  children,  with  their 
perch.  So  charmingly  told  is  the  whole  story  that 
I  should  like  to  give  it,  in  extenso. 

The  next  chapter  descants  on  "  Lolling  and 
Loafing,"  "On  the  North  River,"  and  "A  Lovely 
Bit  of  the  River  Frome,"  and  the  one  following 
likewise  deals  with  "  On  the  North  River  Again," 
and  other  topics. 

In  Chapter  VII.  the  writer  deals  with  "a  fas- 
cinating book" — "The  School  of  the  Woods," 
some  life  studies,  by  W.  J.  Long.  But  I  must 
"  hurry  up."  Yes  ;  even  if  "  A  Huge  Bear  Stands  in 
the  Path  " — see  illustration — and  (no  doubt  to  get 
away  from  the  bear)  I  jump  over  Chapter  VIII., 
and  land  myself,  with  a  plump,  into  Chapter  IX., 
"  The  River  Arrow." 

The  opening  lines  of  this  chapter  bring  to 
memory  many  happy  days  spent  by  me  in  some 
anglers'  inn  with  the  river  running  past  the  door. 
Read  it,  read  it,  and  as  you  read,  bless  me  for 
telling  you  to  do  so.  Young  Curlyhead,  the 
landlord's  three -year- old  son,  plays  his  pranks, 
and  winds  up  the  chapter  in  a  way  peculiarly 

♦  "Fishing  for  Pleasure,  and  Catching  It."  By 
E.  Marston,  F.R.G.S.  ("The  Amateur  Angler.") 
Illustrated.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top.  Price, 
3s.  6d.  net.  London  :  T.  Werner  Laurie,  Clifford's 
Inn,  London,  E.G. 


that  of  "The  A.  A."  His  delight  in  his  grand- 
children— and  their  joys — makes  one  feel  a  better 
man. 

Chapter  X.,  "Among  the  Rainbows"  (1905),  is 
a  delightful  chapter,  and  I  am  glad  to  read  once 
more  the  graphic  story  of  (the  dog)  "Rab  and 
the  Robber,"  as  told  by  my  distinguished  citizen, 
the  late  Dr.  John  Brown,  in  his  famous  work, 
"  HorcB  SubsecivoB." 

And  then  Chapter  XT.  deals  with  yet  another 
alien  work,  "  A  Little  Brother  to  the  Bear,"  and 
other  animal  stories,  by  W.  J.  Long — over  which 
I  must  not  dwell — besides,  I  have  constantly  the 
fear  of  the  Editor  before  my  eyes. 

XII.  is  a  truly  enjoyable  chapter.  It  tells  of 
rings  lost;  and  found  inside  of  fishes,  and  the 
beauty  of  it  is  this.  Tiie  writer  does  not  swagger 
up  to  the  reader  and  cram  his  story  down  his 
throat  at  the  point  of  his  pistol.  He  tells  his 
story  as  it  was  told  to  him,  and  does  not  care  two 
straws  wJiat  one  believes — or  disbelieves.  There- 
fore, one  need  not  swallow  the  story  even  if  the 
fish  does,  "  really  and  truly,"  swallow  the  ring — 
and  still  less  if  he  does  not — which  shows  a  large- 
ness of  heart  most  commendable  in  any  author — 
even  "  The  A.  A."  The  loss  of  his  own  ring  is  a 
curious  episode. 

And  it  is  just  as  well  that  matter-of-fact  readers 
should  be  warned  off  Chapter  XIII.,  since  I  can 
"  positeeveli/  "  assure  them  that  Hiawatha  nevc^r  was 
swallowed  up  by  "The  King  of  Fishes" — never, 
never,  never ! 

It  is  a  very  tall  story — but  what  can  you  expect 
from  a  "  Longfellow "  but  tall  stories.  However, 
you  can  read  it,  and  judge  for  yourselves! 

Curiously,  in  the  next  chapter  (XIV.),  I  find 
myself  in  North  Wales — wherein  are  those  very 
near  and  very  dear  to  me,  including  a  sturdy 
grandson,  of  whom  I  am  justly  proud.  The 
Rivers  Elwy  and  Clwyd  are  lightly  touched  upon, 
then  Mr.  Stanley's  birthplace  (of  doubtful 
authenticity)  is  mentioned,  and  before  long  we 
are  reading  of  fishing  in  Scotland,  which  warms 
"the  cockles  of  my  heart,"  for  it  is  long  since  I 
fished  "  Loch  Beannoch,"  near  to  Lairg — ^a  dour 
wee  loch,  but  with  well-fed  trout.  It  is  the 
author's  daughter  Rose,  who,  with  her  husband, 
has  been  fishing  there,  and  at  Forsinard,  and  she 
had  written  to  her  father. 

And  now  that  I  have  arrived  at  page  136, 1  must 
spare  the  blushes  of  my  friend  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette — else  I  would  love  to  tell  once 
more  the  story  of  his  deeds  of  derring-do  in  North 
Wales — how  he  toiled  all  day,  "fishing  for 
pleasure,  and  catching  it,"-  how  he  confesses  to 
have  got  back  to  his  hostess  dry  as  a  chip. 

"Ready  for  a  glass  of  beer?"  "Dying  would 
be  nearer  the  mark,"  he  says,  and  so  drinks,  and 
does  not  die.  He  has  told  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  the  story  already  I  fancy,  and  if  I 
am  right,  tell  it  again  he  will  not,  even  for  his  old 
friend  and  contributor,  E.  M.  T. 

In  the  very  touching  "  Dedicatory  Letter,"  the 
writer  strikes  a  very  tender  note — too  sacred  for 
any  words  of  mine,  but  very  beautiful,  as,  indeed, 
all  his  more  solemn  words  are,  to  my  mind  !  But, 
in  the  note  which  follows,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  an  old  friend  to  remind  the  writer  that,  when  I 
wrote  for  these  pages  my  simple  review  of  "  After 
Work,"  I  ventured  to  say  "not  your  last,  but 
your  latest,"  and  now,  growing  bolder,  I  suggest 
that  even  if  this  volume — as  he  himself  declares — 
"  completes  a  round  dozen,"  let  me  hint  that  there 
is  also  "the  baker's  dozen,"  in  Scotland  profanely 
termed  "the  Diel's  dizzen,"  because  the  extra  one 
thrown  in  makes  thirteen,  ■which  is,  to  the  super- 
stitious, an  unlucky  number — of  which  super- 
stitions you.  Sir  Author,  are  free — I  feel  sure — 
having  a  higher  faith  ! 

Therefore,  cheer  up,  and  in  due  course  we  shall 
hear  jonr  "  chirrup" — in  volume  thirteen!  May 
I  be  permitted  to  read  and  to  review  it,  in  this 
discursive,  friendly,  and  gossipy  way. 

Good  luck  to  the  present  volume !  May  many — 
very  many — who  have  been  fishing  for  pleasure, 
and  failing  to  catch  it  (because  they  went  the 
wrong  way  about  it),  secure  a  copy  of  this  book, 
and  begin  life  afresh,  and  on  new  lines — for  if  they 
do,  I  promise  them  a  creelful  of  pleasure  ;  and  of 
the  right  sort,  too.  E.  M.  Tod. 


Mistress:  "Didn't  the  ladies  who  called  leave 
cards?"  Bridget:  "They  wanted  to,  ma'am,  but 
I  towld  them  ye  had  plinty  av  yer  own,  and  better 
ones,  too." 


March  31,  1906 
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A  GKAND  WORK  ON  DOGS. 
Edited  by  Harding  Cox. 


JIessks.  Fawcett,  McQriKE  and  Co.,  of  509, 
Birkbeck  Bank  Chambers,  London,  are  publishing 
in  parts  a  most  attractive  folio  work  on  dogs, 
■vn-itten  by  the  best  living  authorities  on  the 
different  breeds,  and  illustrated  in  a  manner  not 
equalled  in  any  previous  dog  book.  We  have 
never  seen  better  illustrations  of  animals  than  the 
plates  of  dogs  in  the  two  parts  already  published. 
Booksellers  who  have  among  their  customers  dog- 
lovers  who  can  afford  a  £12  123.  work  will  do  well 
to  get  prospectuses  and  trade  terms  from  the 
publishers.  We  understand  they  are  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  number  of  subscriptions  for  the 
entire  work — it  is  published  in  parts  at  10s.  6d.  net 
— which  have  been  received,  and  so  far  have  taken 
no  steps  to  place  the  American  edition,  for  which 
market  a  limited  number  of  copies  have  been 
reserved.    The  English  edition  is  also  limited. 


GOOD  SPORT  AVITH  THE  PIKE. 

Mk.  H.  W.  Everson'.  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  kindly  sends  me  the 
picture  of  the  handsome  brace  of  pike  taken  by  ilr. 
Bradford.  The  following  is  from  the  local  paper  : — 

"  At  the  monthly  meeting  (February)  of  the 
Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  at  the  County 
Hotel,  llr.  H.  W.  Everson,  hon.  secretary, 
recorded  an  extraordinary  catch  of  pike  by  two 


members  since  the  commencement  of  February. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Bradford  weighed  in  the  largest,  241b. 
and  161b.,  both  caught  in  one  day,  whilst  Mr.  J. 
Burkitt  landed  five  good  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing 
1.51b.  ;  another  scaled  141b.,  and  the  others  were 
01b.,  71b.  12oz.,  and  Clb.  2oz.  Mr.  Bradford  also 
caught  fine  trays  of  roach — 41b.  12oz.  and  31b.  2oz., 
the  largest  fi.sh  weighing  1  lb.  4oz.,  whilst  he  also 
had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a  bream  of  31b.  lOoz. 
Mr.  A.  Buttrum  did  well  with  two  nice  bags  in  the 
coarse  fi.shing  matches,  one  of  the  fish  being  a  dace 
of  6.J0Z."  B.  M. 

THE  FLORIDA  TARPON. 
By  Chas.  8.  Taylor,  U.,S.A.  - 

JcsT  five  days  ago  I  left  New  York  and  its 
unfortunate  population  in  the  very  midst  of  a  baby 
blizzard,  and  after  a  comfortable  and  very  enjoyable 
trip  by  steamer,  I  find  myself  in  the  sunnySouthland, 
the  home  of  the  "  crockcr,"  the  alligator,  and  the 
lordly  tarpon.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune  tf) 
wander  over  a  goofJly  stretch  of  country  in  quest  of 
my  favourite  sport,  and  while  I  have  caught  cod 
and  swordfish  off  Labrador's  rocky  coa.st,  giant 
sea-bass  and  the  plucky  little  yellow-tail  in  Cali- 
fornia—  yes,  and  char  in  Lake  Padarn,  as  well  as 
salmon  in  the  jjretty  Tay— the  greatest  sport  that 
fall»  to  my  rod  is  found  with  the  Florida  tarpon. 

Ten  years  ago  the  tarpon  was  practically  unknown, 


and  our  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  this  great  game 
fish  was  very  meagre,  and,  indeed,  we  are  to-day 
much  in  the  dark  as  to  its  actual  winter  home,  as 
well  as  many  of  its  habits.  I  can  remember  the 
catching  of  the  first  tarpon  ever  captured  in  Florida 
with  a  hook  and  line.  It  was  in  the  year  1884,  and 
Mr.  William  H.  Hood,  of  New  York,  was  the  suc- 
cessful rodster.  We  were  all  spending  the  winter  in 
Florida  during  that  year,  and  although  I  was  only 
five  years  old  at  that  time,  I  can  remember  the 
astonishment  of  my  father  when  he  related  at  the 
dinner  table  how  Mr.  Hood  had  finally  landed  this 
monster  fish  after  a  fight  of  several  hours,  using  but 
a  light  rod  and  line.  Previous  to  the  year  1884 
the  tarpon  was  only  killed  by  means  of  the  spear 
or  "  grains,"  or  very  seldom  taken  by  accident  while 
trolling  with  a  large  spoon  or  jig  for  bluefish  and 
Spani-sh  mackerel.  It  is  to  Mr.  Hood  that  we  owe 
what  knowledge  we  possess  of  the  tarpon,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  angling  for  these  game  fish. 

He  observed  that,  when  hooked,  the  tarpon 
almost  always  ejected  the  hook  at  the  moment  it 
leaped  into  the  air. 

The  original  method  of  angling  was  to  cast  one 
hundred  or  so  feet  from  the  boat,  letting  the  mullet 
bait  sink  to  the  bottom,  and  prepare  for  the  strike 
of  the  fish  by  coiling  30ft.  or  40ft;  of  slack  line  in 
readiness  for  the  first  rush  of  the  fish.  The  tarpon 
is  a  light  biter,  being  hardly  more  than  a  gentle 
feeling  of  the  bait.  As  the  tarpon  moved  slowly 
away  with  the  bait,  the  slack  line  was  paid  out, 
and  when  all  the  coil  was  paid  out,  the  fish  was  struck. 
This  manner  of  angling  is,  according  to  my  mind, 
much  more  sportsmanlike  than  the  newer  or  Texas 


manner  of  angling,  and  I  have  repeatedly  tried  both 
modes.  At  Aransas  Pass,  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
surface  fishing  is  altogether  resorted  to.  The  strong 
tide  running  out  of  these  inlets,  at  a  speed  of  six  to 
ten  miles  an  hour,  keeps  the  bait  upon  the  surface, 
or  a  boat  is  oftentimes  anchored  or  rowed  slowly 
across  the  inlet  against  the  strong  tide.  It  is  readily 
seen  that  the  rodster  is  at  a  disadvantage  when 
employing  this  method,  and  it  is  not  an  uncommon 
experience  to  fish  for  four  or  five  hours,  hooking  as 
many  fish,  but  killing  only  one,  or,  perhaps,  losing 
them  all.  The  tarpon  strikes  at  the  floating  mullet, 
but  owing  to  the  peculiar  bony  construction  of  its 
outer  jaw,  the  hook  is  not  firmly  embedded,  and, 
at  the  first  leap  of  the  tarpon,  the  hook  is  thrown 
out.  For  my  part,  I  am  sorry  to  see  this  method 
of  fishing  gaining  gi'ound  in  Florida,  and,  like  my 
friend,  the  late  Mr.  W.  C.  Harris,  I  consider  Hood's 
mode  as  the  most  scientific,  as  well  as  the  most 
enjoyable. 

The  tarpon  (Megalops  thrissoides)  has  in  his 
make-up  all  those  essential  qualifications  that  make 
a  game  fish,  and  belongs  to  the  general  Elopidaj 
family,  subdivided  into  Megalops  atlanticus.  The 
general  appearance  of  this  fish  greatly  resembles 
the  common  big-eyed  herring,  and  has  the  same 
elongated  form.  It  is  said  to  reach  the  length  of 
8J^ft.  and  the  weight  of  2751b.,  although  7|ft.  is  the 
largest  I  have  ever  seen  caught.  Small  tarpon  are 
frequently  caught  upon  the  hook,  and  a  2ft.  fish 
will  put  to  shame  the  fighting  qualities  displayed  by 


the  gamiest  trout,  salmon,  or  sturdy  bass.  He'is 
something  of  a  beauty,  too,  is  the  lordly  tarpon,  and 
his  shapely  body  is  covered  with  glistening  silvery 
scales,  each  as  large  as  a  silver  dollar. 

The  standard  tackle  is  a  one-piece  rod  of  6ft.,  of 
about  2O0Z.  weight,  and  200  yards  of  No.  21-thread 
Irish  linen  line.  Personally,  I  use  an  l8oz.  green- 
heart  rod,  200  yardsof  Hill's  linen  line,  No.  19  thread, 
and  a  No.  10  hand-forged  O'Shaughnessy  hook. 
The  soft  or  braided  cotton  snood  is  the  best,  and 
this  should  be  secured  to  the  hook  at  one  end  and 
to  the  line  with  the  other,  using  a  Sin.  brass  box 
swivel  between  the  snood  and  line.  The  great 
advantage  the  soft  cotton  snood  has  over  the  chain 
or  piano  wire  leader  is  that  it  permits  a  shark  to 
bite  through  and  to  escape.  I  remember  one  instance 
when  I  was  fishing  at  the  ten  thousand  islands 
which  lie  above  Maco,  Florida,  when  I  discovered  a 
heavy  weight  on  my  hook,  and  the  following  hour 
spent  in  tugging  at  what  was  afterwards  found 
out  to  be  a  3001b.  shark  was  anything  but  sport. 
The  next  day  I  made  up  half  a  dozen  soft-braided 
cotton  snoods,  and  the  sharks  bothered  me  to  only 
the  extent  of  a  new-snooded  hook  and  fresh  bait. 
As  previously  remarked,  but  little  is  known  of  the 
habits  of  the  tarpon,  but  he  is  undoubtedly  a  warm 
water  fish,  and  jH'obably  lingers  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Florida  Keys  the  entire  year.  In  late  February 
the  tarpon  puts  in  an  appearance  at  Fort  Myers, 
Punta  Garda,  and  Punta  Rassa,  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  May  are  found  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay, 
which  is  one  hundred  or  so  miles  east  of  Pensacola. 

Almost  all  salt-water  fish  bite  much  better  with 
the  incoming  or  flood  tide,  but  the  tarpon  seems  to 
be  less  influenced  by  the  tide  than  any  other  salt- 
water fish.  It  is  not  unusual  for  this  fish  to  refuse 
the  favourite  mullet  bait,  and  when  feeding  upon 
any  of  his  favourite  fish,  which  number  some  two 
hundred  varieties,  he  will  refuse  any  bait  joxx  can 
offer.  This  is  especially  so  when  the  tarpon  are 
seen  in  large  schools.  Their  favourite  food  is  the 
mullet,  and  as  these  fish  generally  come  in  and 
go  out  with  the  tide,  the  tarpon  usually  follows. 

While  physical  strength  is  necessary  for  landing 
these  active  fish,  the  knowledge  of  handling  your 
tackle  well,  together  with  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  the  fish,  is  of  far  more  importance.  Let 
me  take  you  out  with  me  :  — 

The  guide  rows  you  out  upon  the  feeding-ground, 
where  the  schools  of  mullet  play.  Suddenly  a  school 
of  frightened  mullet  darts  past  our  boat  ;  then,  in 
the  midst  of  a  swirl  of  rising  water,  a  graceful  body 
curls  into  the  air,  its  body  gleaming  and  glittering 
like  molten  silver  ;  then,  with  a  splash  that  sends 
the  salty  spray  into  your  boat  and  eyes,  he  com- 
pletes his  4ft.  leap,  and  you  hasten  to  cast  your 
bait  astern,  for  the  tarpon  are  feeding.  The  boatman 
rests  upon  his  oars  in  readiness  for  the  strike,  and 
as  you  patiently  wait  with  every  nerve  tingling 
in  expectation  of  the  coming  battle,  your  line  tele- 
graphs you  its  welcome  message.  The  boatman 
comes  to  life  as  he  shouts,  "  Over  yonder  !  "  Your 
line  tightens  with  a  jerk  and  reels  rapidlj^  awaj', 
while  the  body  of  the  tarpon  shows  big  and  dark 
as  it  cuts  against  the  afternoon  sun,  as  he  makes  his 
first  leap  for  liberty,  shaking  his  head  from  side  to 
side  to  eject  that  hateful  hook.  Y"ou  apply  the 
brake,  and  again  the  tarpon  leaps.  You  settle 
down  to  business,  for  there  is  no  rest  for  j'our 
already  tiring  muscles,  for  you  must  always  keep 
a-going.  There  must  be  no  rest  for  the  fish,  and 
although,  in  his  first  wild  rush,  he  has  taken  nearly 
one  hundred  yards  of  your  line,  you  regain  it  inch 
by  inch,  and  thus  the  battle  goes  on.  During  the 
first  twenty  minutes  of  the  battle  between  man  and 
fish  the  agile  inhabitant  of  the  sea  has  the  advan- 
tage, and  while  you  do  your  utmost  and  bring  into 
play  all  your  knowledge  of  the  gentle  art,  the  gamey 
fighter  keeps  the  larger  portion  of  your  line.  But 
the  Ijrake  at  length  begins  to  tell,  the  line  is  reeled 
in  foot  by  foot,  and  the  rush  and  leaps  of  the 
tarpon  grow  vt^eaker  and  weaker.  His  wild,  frantic 
rushes  are  beginning  to  tell  upon  even  his  remark- 
able strength  ;  he  loses  his  wind,  and  your  fisher- 
man's intuition  tells  you  that  you  are  the  master. 
The  boatman  slowly  rows  beachwards  ;  you  reel  in, 
and,  as  the  tarpon  finds  himself  in  rapidly  shoaling 
water,  he  makes  one  final  dash  for  the  open  sea  ; 
"  whizz  "  goes  the  line,  "  burr  "  sings  the  reel.  But 
the  battle  is  over  ;  that  last  dash  marks  the  climax, 
and  you  quickly  reel  him  alongside,  and  as  the 
boat  grounds  upon  the  sand,  you  leap  out  and,  in 
tlic  midst  of  the  flying  spray  caused  by  the  flapping 
of  that  powerful  tail,  you  pull  him  out  upon  the  sand. 
A  150-pounder,  say  you,  and  the  battle  is  over. 


24lb.  and  16lb.  Pike  taken  s.oie  day  by  Mr.  C.  Bradford,  of  the 
Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 
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FLY   AND    BAIT  CASTING 
FROM  THE  SHORE,  &c. 

[From   the  revised   edition   of   "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WlLCOOKS.] 

(Continued  from  page  203.) 
Tms  method  of  fishing  answers  best  on  those  parts 
of  the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  coasts  whoro 
steep  rocks  give  opportunity  of  casting  them  for 
coalfish  and  jioUack.  The  whitebait,  herring-sile, 
or  brit  come  to  feed  along  those  shores,  and  the 
coalfish  and  pollack  follow  in  pursuit.  In  Scotland 
the  pollack  is  named  "  lythe,"  the  coalfish  "  saithe,'' 
when  very  young  "  parr  "  in  Yorkshire,  in  middle 
growth  "  billet."  It  is  quite  evident  that  bodies  are 
by  no  means  nedessary  for  flies  or  feather-baits  used 
in  salt  water,  wings  of  feather,  worsted,  or  hair 
being  thoroughly  efficient  on  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland ;  the  author  has  had  opportunity  of 
examining  those  flies  or  feather-baits  in  situ,  and 
finds  that  yellow  feathers  and  worsted  are  in  most 
use  in  the  Sound  of  Jura,  Argyll,  where  from  one 
to  '300  cuddies,  or  young  coalfish,  are  caught  of  an 
evening,  as  the  boat  is  slowly  pulled  along.  Some- 
times the  points  of  two  of  the  rods  are  held  2ft. 
under  water.  The  herring-sile,  or  whitebait, 
come  alongside  the  rocks  on  the  flowing  tide,  and 
the  larger  fish  being  present  often  in  great  quantity, 
iho  sea-fly  angler  may  take  them  from  ^Ib.  to  31b.  or 
41b.  weight,  as  fast  as  ho  can  throw  out  his  white  or 
yellow  fly,  made  simply  without  or  with  a  body  as 
he  pleases.  Filey  Brig  is  a  noted  spot,  and  others 
can  be  found  near  Scarborough  and  Whitby,  and  on 
the  coast  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  small  india- 
rubber  spinning  eels,  made  at  Plymouth,  are  strongly 
recommended  for  casting  as  flies.  The  most  likely 
places  to  meet  with  these  fish  are  at  prominent 
headlands  of  our  rocky  coasts,  if  any  quay-like 
places  can  be  found  as  convenient  stand-points. 
Bass  in  addition  have  sometimes  been  taken  off 
steep  rocky  points  in  Devon,  near  Brixham.  and 
Hope's  Nose,  near  Torquay,  and  other  spots,  as  the 
Start  Point,  near  tho  lighthouse,  Salcombe,  or 
Plymoutli. 

Bottom  Fishing:  with  the  Ang-ling"  Rod. 

The  angling  rod  is  used  more  or  less  for  bottom- 
feeding  fish,  either  from  promenade  piers,  piers  for 
maintaining  the  entrances  of  harbours  open,  also 
with  a  throw-out  line  from  a  beach  of  shingle  or  sand, 
or  from  a  boat  or  vessel,  at  anchor  in  the  open  sea. 
From  a  boat  or  vessel  an  angling  rod  is  manifestly 
by  no  means  a  necessary  implement,  because  the 
fisherman  can  command  any  position  he  chooses 
from  his  boat,  but  the  majority  of  sea-anglers  have 
been  anglers  previously  in  fresh  water,  and  having 
been  always  accustomed  to  the  angling  rod,  fishing 
would  be  deprived  of  its  chief  charm  if  the  angling 
rod  no  longer  formed  the  leading  feature  of  their 
fishing  apparatus.  Supposing  the  traces,  snoods, 
or  collars,  and  bait  identical  whether  they  are 
attached  to  a  rod-line  or  hand-line,  no  particular 
virtue  can  be  attributed  to  either  as  compared  to 
the  other,  as  far  as  preference  from  fish  is  con- 
cerned, and  the  matter  of  more  or  less  success 
depends  on  the  dexterity  of  the  fisherman  shown  in 
the  rapid  handling  of  his  gear.  The  question  at 
once  arises,  supposing  the  angler  and  hand-liner 
possessed  of  equal  dexterity  with  his  ownti  gear, 
which  kind  of  gear,  per  se,  admits  of  the  most  rapid 
handling  ?  Formerly  the  hand-fine  certainly 
j)ossessed  the  advantage,  but  such  large  winches 
have  now  been  brought  out  that  angling  rod  and 
hand-line  are  much  nearer  on  equality  than  formerly. 
Tho  sea-angler  generally  uses  only  one  rod  and  line, 
the  sea-fishorman  rarely  less  than  two  lines  for 
whiting,  and  usually  five  or  six  for  flatfish  :  with  one 
line  only  he  would  feel  he  was  not  making  the  most 
of  the  use  of  his  boat,  as  he  would  really  not  be 
fishing  when  his  single  line  was  out  of  the  water, 
whilst  with  not  less  than  two  linos  to  five,  a  number 
of  baits  ara  continually  on  offer  to  the  fish,  M'hich 
hook  themselves  whilst  tho  fisherman  is  engaged  in 
hauling  up  one  of  the  lines,  so  that  no  time  is  lost 
It  is  a  common  practice  for  two  sea-anglers  to  use 
rods  from  tho  stern  of  tho  boat,  whilst  the  boatman 
uses  two  or  three  hand-lines  forward,  but  the  use  of 
two  or  moro  rods  without  hand-lines  is  exceptional 
from  a  boat,  but  may  be  occasionally  met  with  at 
the  present  day,  when  four  or  more  sea-anglers 
join  in  tho  hiring  of  larger  boats  requiring  two  men 
to  handle  them. 


Rod-flshing-  for  Pollack,  etc.,  from  Shore. 

Very  good  sport  with  tho  rod,  from  the  steep 
rocks  as  well  as  from  the  piers  of  many  harbours 
on  tho  coast,  may  bo  had  with  this  and  other  fish. 

If  there  is  much  stream  or  a  strong  eddy,  tho 
following  tackle  will  be  found  to  answer  well. 
Take  a  pipe-lead  one  ounce  in  weight,  and  pass 
through  it  a  piece  of  horsehair  lino  double,  of 
twenty-four  hairs'  thickness  and  seven  inches  in 
length,  having  previously  brought  the  two  ends 
together  and  iirmly  bound  them  round  with  waxed 
thread  to  within  half  an  inch  of  each  loop,  which 
will  stiffen  it  and  prevent  tho  line  from  twisting 
round  the  lead  ;  procure  a  piece  of  medium-sized 
gimp  four  feet  in  length,  such  as  is  used  in  jack 
fishing,  and  having  msKle  two  neat  bows  with 
waxed  silk  at  either  end,  loop  the  lead  on  at  one, 
and  tho  hook  tied  to  two  links  of  the  strongest 
salmon  gut  at  the  other  ;  bait  with  two  or  three 
riigworms. 

If  you  cannot  obtain  gimp,  you'may  use  four  foot 
of  white  horsehair,  twenty-seven  hairs'  thickness, 
or  of  tho  strongest  triple  salmon  gut  twisted,  which 
should  be  first  soaked  in  warm  water,  when  it  will 
work  better  ;  this  should  also  always  be  done  before 
tying  knots  with  gut,  to  prevent  its  breaking. 
Where  fish  are  very  large,  six  thicknesses  of  gut,  two  in 
each  strand,  will  not  be  found  more  than  is  requisite. 
The  hooks  should  be  tied  to  two  lengths  of  double 
twisted  or  single  gut,  according  to  the  run  of  the  fish 
on  the  coast.  This  tackle,  with  a  snood  of  increased 
length,  nine  feet  from  lead  to  hook,  may  also  be 
used  in  whiffing  from  a  boat,  pulling,  weight  of  lead 
four  ounces  ;  in  tideway  or  drift-fishing  it  will  also 
answer  well,  and  if  the  current  be  strong  a  lead  of 
as  much  as  half  a  pound  will  be  requisite,  beyond 
which  weight  the  use  of  a  sinker  is  unpleasant  on  a 
rod.  Let  tho  line  be  fine,  it  will  then  keep  down 
sufficiently  in  a  considerable  tide,  if  not  beyond  ten 
fathoms  depth  of  water.  In  connection  with  this 
gear  I  have  given  these  instructions  for  the  benefit 
of  anglers  who,  not  being  accustomed  to  sea-fishing, 
object  to  the  handling  of  wet  lines.  The  line  had 
better  be  marked  at  distances  of  three,  five,  and 
ten  fathoms.  In  harbour  fishing  No.  13  hook  is 
generally  large  enough,  but  off  headlands  and  the 
open  sea  you  will  require  No.  11  ;  all  should  be 
extra  strong,  as  a  large  rockfish,  bass,  bream,  or 
pollack  will  snap  off  or  straighten  a  weak  or  brittle 
hook. 

Open  Sea  Ground  Ang-lirg-  from  a  Boat 
or  Vessel. 

This  same  form  of  tackle  is  also  used  in  deeper 
water  from  boats  or  from  a  yacht  at  anchor,  but 
heavier  leads  are  here  requisite,  and  the  sectional 
conical  sinker  known  as  Allcock's  Patent  Sea  Lead 
made  in  three  sections,  is  very  suitable  to  the 
paternoster  trace. 

Floats. — If  you  are  fishing  on  an  open  shore 
where  there  is  much  wash,  you  will  find  a  float 
useful,  but  in  a  strong  run  of  the  tide  it  is  of  little 
service.  On  an  open  shore  the  backwash  will  take 
out  the  float  and  enable  you  to  keep  your  line  clear 
of  the  rocks,  which  without  it  would  be  very  difficult 
of  accomplishment.  From  a  pier  or  breakwater 
head,  off  which  a  stream  sets,  turning  round  into 


sinker  whatever,  a  collar  or  bottom  of  the  best 
salmon  gut,  five  or  six  feet  long,  being  attached  to 
the  line.  If  the  water  be  sufficiently  deep,  let  out 
about  fifteen  yards  of  line,  use  no  float,  and  bait 
with  rag  worms,  imloss  the  sand-eels  are  procurable  ; 
you  will  chiefly  take  pollack,  bass,  or  a  large 
mackerel.  Unweighted  lines  have  not  received  the 
attention  deserved  from  salt-water  anglers  on  shore, 
or  afloat  from  boats. 

The  Paternoster  Line  (Fig.  1). — ^This  kind  of  line 
is  preferable  in  fishing  off  piers,  etc.,  in  quiet  water 


an  extensive  eddj',  a  float  may  be  used  with  advan- 
tage. The  old-fashioned  pear  shape  answers  well, 
length  3in.,  diameter  Ifin.,  or  of  the  elongated  form, 
length  5in.,  diameter  IJin.  I  prefer  them  without 
either  ring  or  caps,  merely  with  a  plug  through  the 
hole  projecting  from  either  end  three-quarters  of  an 
inch.  Over  this,  both  top  and  bottom,  take  two 
half  hitches,  which  will  both  make  the  float 
secure,  and  can  be  cast  off  instantly,  when  you 
desire  to  dispense  with  it,  which  a  change  of  tide  or 
any  other  circumstance  may  render  desirable.  A 
float  may  be  used  either  with  the  lead  and  trace 
already  described  or  with  the  paternoster  line,  when 
the  water  is  inconveniently  deep  to  plumb  the 
bottom.  For  pollack  fishing  from  shore  I  do  not 
find  any  other  bait  worth  using  except  the  ragworm, 
unless  the  live  sand-eel  is  procurable,  to  be  stuck 
on  through  tho  head  ;  a  piece  of  long-nose  l^in. 
long  or  a  bit  of  parchment  is  considered  an 
additional  attraction. 

Rod-fishingf  with  a  Light  Line. — Off  a  pier-head, 
when  there  is  a  moderate  tide,  or  from  a  boat,  very 
good  fishing  may  be  had  with  a  light  line,  with  no 


Fig.  1. 

Patkrnostek.    Pipe- lead  and  Trace  for 
Rod  Fishing. 


and  gentle  eddies,  inside  a  harbour's  mouth,  or 
other  favourable  situation,  and  enables  you  to  take 
a  greater  variety  of  fish  than  the  other.  To  fit  up 
this  tackle,  take  six  feet  of  double-tmsted  gut  and 
a  pipe-lead  half  an  ounce 
in  weight,  and  having 
passed  through  it  a  piece  of 
double  hemp  snooding, 
make  a  knot  below,  and 
you  will  then  have  a  bow 
in  the  top,  to  which  loop 
on  the  gut ;  then  take  a 
hook  tied  to  nine  inches  of 
single  gut,  with  a  bow  at 
the  other  end,  and  fasten 
it  by  a  sliding  loop  to  the 
hemp,  and  at  two  of  the 
knots  above,  place  a  hook 
tied  to  not  more  than  six 
inches  of  gut ;  they  will 
now  keep  clear  of  each  other 
and  stand  out  from  the 
1,  and  you  can  bait  with 


Fig.  2. 

The  Pool  Shrimp 
Net. 


line,  as  shown  in  Fig. 
ragworms,  etc. 

For  open  sea-fishing  and  at  the  mouths  of  exten- 
sive and  deep  arms  of  the  sea,  stout  gimp  should  bo 
used  in  place  of  the  twisted  gut,  and  the  hooks 
themselves  be  tied  on  twisted  triple  gut,  and  of 
tried  strength,  for  you  are  always  liable  in  these 
positions  to  meet  with  very  large  fish,  and  unless 
well  prepared  will  have  your  tackle  carried  off  in 
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^Vthe  most  unceremonious  manner  by  a  101b.  or  151b 
^^kollack,  or  even  a  larger  coalfish.  Three  hooks  -will 
^Bbe  quite  sufficient  for  a  paternoster  for  ■whiting  or 
HpBatfish,  and  the  hooks,  supposing  you  use  gimp  for 
the  main  part  of  the  paternoster,  may  be  kept  from 
slipping  down  by  a  lashing  of  waxed  thread  on  the 
gimp,  at  about  intervals  of  eighteen  inches  ;  if  of 
gut,  the  knots  \vili  be  sufficient.  Bait  with  the  rag 
worm,  lug,  mussel,  soft  crab,  living  or  boiled 
shrimp. 

Plumb  the  groimd  with  the  lead  occasionally, 
and  lift  it  a  few  inches  off  the  bottom,  until  you 
feel  a  bite 

You  may  bait  the  bottom  hook  with  a  boiled 
shrimp,  taken  out  of  the  shell,  and  Mill  take  ■R'ith  it 
flounders,  occasionally  dabs,  sometimes  cajled  sole 
dabs,  and  freshwater  eels,  which  are  found  in  most 
tidal  harbours,  but  use  mudworms  when  procurable 
A  landing  or  shrimp  net  must  be  provided,  with 
which  to  dip  up  the  large  fish,  as  your  tackle  would 
frequently  fail  you  in  attempting  to  weigh  them  out. 
(See  Fig.  2.) 

X.B. — ^The  larger  kind  of  mud  worm  is  frequently 
known  as  the  rockworm,  as  it  is  found  in  the  sand, 
clay,  or  gravel,  close  to  rocks,  or  under  large  stones 
many  are  also  obtained  by  forcing  asunder  stones 
naturally  cracked,  for  the  fissures  in  which  they 
have  a  great  predilection 

In  the  Channel  Islands  it  is  customary  to  clear  a 
spot  of  stones,  and  then  to  dig  in  the  subsoil  with  a 
liarpoon-shaped  digger  of  iron,  called  a  "  Petron," 
6^in.  long  and  Sin.  wide,  on  a  4Jft.  handle. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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FISHING  IN  THE  CENTEAL 
PEOVINCES,  INDIA. 


Finding  myself  quartered  in  the  Central 
Provinces,  I  looked  about  me  during  the  few 
intervals  of  spare  time  at  my  disposal  with  a  view 
to  indulging  in  one  of  my  favourite  pastimes.  I 
had  rather  a  large  district  to  visit,  and  frequently 
found  myself  able  to  combine  duty  with  a  certain 
amount  of  fishing  and  shooting. 

Many  of  the  places  •N\here  I  fished  were  a 
hundred  miles  or  more  from  the  nearest  railway, 
and  had  seldom  or  never  been  visited  by  the 
angling  Sahib,  though  no  doubt  many  of  the 
localities  were  frequently  netted,  trapped,  and 
poisoned  by  natives. 

Some  dozen  miles  from  Chhindwara,  on  the  Seone 
road,  a  bridle  track  branches  off  to  the  north  to  a 
spot  on  the  Pench  river,  a  distance  of  some  five  miles, 
known  as  Jhilmilli.  I  found  myself  there  with  an 
old  friend,  T.,  one  April.  The  river  was  fairly  low, 
and  running  siowly  but  strongly  bctM-een  rocky 
banks,  and  in  places  of  a  good  depth,  as  we 
frequently  found  the  bottom  with  a  plummet  at 
thirty  to  forty  feet.  This  river  abounds  in  mahseer, 
various  other  sorts  of  carp,  the  wallago-attu,  and  a 
fish  which  1  do  not  remember  finding  anywhere  else 
in  India,  much  resembling  the  pomfret  of  Bombay. 
I  fished  there  for  a  fortnight  in  April  for  two  suc- 
cessive years.  The  fish  I  caught  were  comparatively 
few,  but  the  numbers  which  broke  my  tackle  and 
got  away  were  almost  incredible.  I  used  phantom 
minnows,  Devona,  spoons,  dead-bait,  etc.,  without 
any  success,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  fresh- 
water sharks.  We  soon  found,  however,  that  a 
paste  made  from  atta,  mixed  v,ith  cummin  seed 
and  cheese,  the  most  popular  bait  with  the  fish, 
and  on  several  days  I  had  excellent  sport.  On 
arriving  at  the  river's  bank,  Jhilmilli,  which  I  may 
here  mention  has  only  to  be  known  to  be  very 
much  appreciated  by  the  anglers  in  the  Central 
Provinces,  we  camped  beside  the  river  on  some  flat 
rocks,  near  a  large  deep  pool,  and  our  tents  were 
pitched  on  a  grassy  slope  some  hundred  yards 
away.  We  only  used  the  tents  in  the  daytime  for 
the  sake  of  the  shade,  as  in  the  hot  weather  there  is 
but  little  natioral  shade.  We  slept  at  night  on  a 
huge  fiat  platform  of  rock,  near  the  centre  of  the 
river,  and  almost  flush  with  the  stream.  After  a 
rido  of  some  twenty  miles,  we  had  arrived  late 
at  night,  to  find  a  full  moon  shining  on  the 
water,  and  the  pleasures  of  anticipation  were 
very  much  hcightf-ned  by  the  splashes  of 
rising  fish,  and  the  moonlit  rings  on  the  water 
where  some  leviathan  fed  or  sported.  Of  course, 
we  should  have  fished  overnight,  but  we  were  both 
dead  tired.  We  turned  in  after  a  whisky  and 
soda,  and  after  a  few  desultory  remarks  relative  to 


to-morrow's  sport  to  the  accompaniment  of  the 
aforesaid  splashes,  wo  slept.  Four  a.m.  found  us 
at  Chotahazri,  after  which  a  header  into  the  river, 
followed  by  my  fox-terrier  Peter  (who  clawed  my 
shoulders  to  ribbons  trying  to  save  master),  and, we 
started  the  business  of  the  day.  We  tossed  for 
choice  of  sides  and  T.  won,  and  selected  for  his 
starting  place  a  narrowish  part  of  the  river,  which 
at  this  point  made  a  small  waterfall  into  a  large 
deep  pool.  T.,  having  baited  with  atta,  flung  his 
line  well  out  into  the  pool  below  the  run.  I  was 
just  starting  for  a  point  further  down  the  river 
when  I  heard  the  screech  of  his  reel,  and  waited 
to  see  what  was  going  to  happen.  The  incident 
was  of  short  duration.  After  some  five  minutes  of 
back-breaking  strain  on  the  rod,  and  his  lino 
humming  like  a  harp-string — collapse,  and  back 
came  his  line,  like  a  piece  of  chewed  string,  less  a 
stout  salmon  gut  trace  and  hook. 
"  That  was  Cornly,"  he  remarked. 
"  'iVhich  one  ?  "  I  returned.  "  The  doctor  or 
the  lawyer  ?"  (We  could  both  of  us  have  passed 
an  examination  on  "The  Rod  in  India.") 

T.  replied  that  it  must  have  been  some  member 
of  the  family. 

We  fished  till  noon,  getting  about  fifteen  fish, 
the  largest,  however,  only  weighing  91b.  They 
were  mahseer,  with  three  exceptions — that  is,  one 
fresh-water  shark  and  two  pomfrets,  as  we  called 
them,  though  we  neither  of  us  knew  what  they 
were.  Then  we  had  tiffin — a  cold  leg  of  peacock, 
washed  down  with  a  peg,  and  we  talked  and  looked 
up  Thomas'  "Rod  in  India,"  to  find  out  if 
possible  what  the  new  fish  was ;  but  there  was 
nothing  to  tell  us,  and  I  much  regret  now  that  we 
did  not  sketch  a  specimen  and  make  careful 
measurements,  which  might  have  enabled  some 
fishing  authority  to  recognise  and  put  a  name  to  it 
for  us.  However,  there  must  be  still  many  of  this 
species  left  in  the  river.  In  the  afternoon  we  caught 
some  dozen  more  mahseer,  and  I  caught  the  three 
biggest  chilwahs  I  have  ever  seen  while  fishing  for 
some  live-bait.  The  measurements,  recorded  at 
the  time  in  my  fishing-log,  were  respectively  15^in., 
13|in.,  and  llin..  and  I  found  from  "The  Rod  in 
India "  that  they  were  exceptionally  large.  The 
under  mandible  of  each  was  upturned,  hard  and 
horny — in  fact,  quite  parrot-like.  The  following 
days  were  practically  replicas  of  the  first  one,  but 
I  remember  towards  the  end  of  the  week  being 
aroused  in  the  dawn  by  a  huge  splash  close  to  my 
bedside.  My  rod,  already  mounted,  was  on  the 
ground  beside  me,  having  a  2-0  Hercules  wire  gimp 
trace,  nine  feet  in  length,  and  a  single  hook  on  the 
mahseer  line.  I  baited  with,  a  lump  of  atta  as  big 
as  a  plum,  and  covering  the  entire  hook,  and 
hurled  it  as  near  as  I  could  to  where  he  had  risen, 
whoever  he  was.  It  was  taken  at  once,  and  out 
went  the  best  part  of  eighty  yards  of  line  down 
stream,  the  line  cutting  the  water  like  a  rifle-bullet. 
After  holding  on  to  him  as  hard  as  I  dared  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  showed  no  signs  of 
flagging.  He  bored  to  the  bottom  of  the  pool,  and 
I  recovered  a  certain  amount  of  line,  to  find  that 
he  was  directly  under  me,  some  thirty  feet  deep, 
amongst  the  water-worn  holes  in  the  rock.  Do 
what  I  could,  I  could  not  move  him.  We  dropped 
stones  on  him,  and  guyed  out  the  line  on  a  long 
bamboo  pole,  but  all  of  no  avail.  Meanwhile  I 
could  feel  him  boring  on  the  rocks  to  try  and  get 
rid  of  the  hook.  He  was  only  sighted  once  in  the 
course  of  the  action,  when  about  some  fifty  yards 
down  stream,  and  he  looked  like  a  mahseer — a 
carp  of  some  description  he  certainly  was.  At  the 
end  of  perhaps  half  an  hour  from  the  time  that  he 
was  first  hooked,  the  line  came  back,  with  the  trace, 
but.  alas !  no  hook,  the  gimp  just  above  the 
hook  being  completely  frayed  through,  doubt- 
lessly the  cunning  rascal  having  frayed  it  on  the 
rocks. 

On  our  last  morning  it  was  my  turn  for  choice 
of  place,  and  I  determined  to  make  a  final  effort  to 
capture  "  Cornly. "  I  stalked  him  very  carefully  ; 
he  was  still  there — still  hungry — and  he  bolted  my 
lump  of  atta  as  soon  as  it  touched  the  water.  His 
habitat  appeared  to  be  in  a  deep,  crescent-shaped 
water-worn  hollow  in  the  rocks,  some  twelve  leet 
below  the  surface.  Despite  the  heavy  strain  I  put 
on,  he  tore  out  into  mid-stream,  and  then  up  stream, 
but  after  a  few  minutes  of  hastily  reeling  in  line, 
he  turned  and  bolted  down  stream  again.  The  line 
jammed  on  the  reel,  and  I  straightened  the  rod  as 
a  dernier  ressort,  and  the  line  snapped  just  above 
the  trace.  My  hook  and  trace  joined  T.'s,  and  are 
possibly  both  there  to  this  day.  Starlight. 


THE  SONG  OF  THE  TROUT 
FISHEES. 


[With  apologies  to  Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling.) 

Now  the  Ides  of  March  are  over  and  the  fifteenth 
come  and  gone. 
Now  the  wintry  months  of  waiting  lie  behind ; 
Now  Old  Izaak's  good  disciples,  here  and  there, 
and  everyone 
Are  recalling  their  red  letter  days  to  mind. 
Who  hath  worked  the  morning  rises  and  enjoyed 
the  noontide  lull, 
Who  hath  fished  the  bustard  far  into  the  night; 
Who  hath  caught  'em,  caught  'em,  caught  'em, 
till  his  creel  was  more  than  full. 
Or  been  victor  in  one  grand  Homeric  fight? 

He  must  go,  go,  go  away  from  here  ! 

At  the  river  or  the  streamside  he  is  due ; 
Do  not  suffer  aught  before  you  when  the 
fishing  fret  comes  o'er  you 

And  the  health  gods  call  for  you! 

So  for  one  the  "chuck  and  chance  it,"  and  for 
one  the  "put  it  there," 
And  for  one  "  the  minnow  "  tenderly  impaled ; 
And  for  one  the  "  get  'em  somehow,'!  be  it  foul, 
or  be  it  fair. 
And  for  one  the  "  upstream  worm  "  that's  down- 
ward trailed. 
Who  -hath  got  the  limit  easy,  who  hath  fished 
the  long  day  blank. 
Who  is  quick  to  read  the  morrow's  weather 
signs  ? 

Let  him  go  ^efore  the  others,  for  the  first  man 
on  the  bank 
Is  the  one  on  whom  success  most  surely  shines ! 

Do  you  know  that  cliff-bound  torrent,  with  its 
rapid  scenic  change. 
Where  the  Levens  and  the  sea-trout  love  to  lie ; 
Where  the  riflemen  do  cluster,  belly  down,  along 
the  range. 

And  the  grey  gulls  sail  across  the  strip  of  sky  ? 
It  is  there  that  I  am  going,  with  my  rod  and 
line  and  "  flees," 
To  a  bit  of  broken  water  that  I  know. 
Well  above  the  stink  of  cordite  and  the  "random 
richochees," 

For  the  close  time's  fairly  out  and  I  must  go. 

Do  you  know  the  dreamy  river,  drifting  down 
the  wooded  gorge. 
With  the  year-long  looked-for  May  Fly  on  the 
stream ; 

Do  you  know  the  whitewashed  cottage,  nestled 
midway  up  the  Forge, 
Where  the  char-a-banc  goes  by  with  handsome 
team  ? 

It  is  there  that  I  am  going,  with  my  fullest  dry 
fly  rating. 

To  a  silent  slumbrous  stretch  of  which  I  know ; 
Where,  unless  I'm  much  mistaken,  there's  a  big 
'un  laid  awaiting, 
And  I'll  get  him  ere  his  mind's  made  up  to  go. 

Do  you  know  that  bush-hung  brooklet,  where 
the  troutlets  scurry  by, 
And  a  good  half-pounder  here  and  there's  at 
home ; 

Where  the  youngster  learns  his  worming  ere  he 
rises  to  the  fly. 
And  the  snags  lie  thick  and  hold  the  scum 
and  foam  ? 

It  is  there  that  I  am  going  when  the  sun  has 

warmed  the  vale. 
To  a  flower-bespangled  meadow  that  I  know; 
\\Tiere  betwixt  the  ling  and  lowland  I  can  listen 

to  the  tale 

Which  the  brooklet  told  so  many  years  ago. 

— F.  R. 


BIEDS  OF  THE  BEITISH  ISLES. 


Mr.  Grant  Richards  announces  what  we  can 
say,  from  the  specimens  we  have  seen,  will  be  a 
charming  work  on  British  birds.  There  will  be 
some  three  hundred  photogravures  after  drawings 
by  L.  M.  Medland — illustrations  which  are  much 
the  finest  things  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  seen. 
Bird-lovers  will  welcome  this  work,  of  which 
prospectus,  giving  full  particulars  and  specimen 
plate,  can  be  had  of  the  publisher  at  9,  Carlton- 
street,  Regent-street. 
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AMATEUE  SEA  ANGLERS  AT 
BOGNOB. 


Mb.  George  R.  Walters  writes: — "I  am  send- 
ing you  herewith  three  photographs  which  I  feel  sure 
will  interest  many  of  your  readers.  One  represents 
a  short  morning's  catch  of  bass  by  two  men  in  boat, 
one  of  the  two  rowing  quietly  along  over  our  outer 
reef  of  rocks  where  the  fish  were  '  shoaling,'  while 
hia  friend  cast  the  fly. 

"The  fish  shown  in  the  other  two  pictures  were 
captured  after  some  minutes'  playing,  during  one  of 
our  night  competitions  '  conger-eeling,'  an  amuse- 
ment which  has  again  caught  on,  after  a  lapse  of 
fourteen  years,  and  has  been  singularly  successful. 

"  Although  the  eels  (only  one  of  which  is  hero 
shown)  are  pretty  solid  fish,  I  may  mention  that 
neither  succeeded  in  getting  a  prize. 

"  The  members  of  the  Bognor  Sea  Anglers'  Club 
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have  enjoyed  two  or  three  very  successful  seascyns, 
and  amongst  other  uggestions  for  the  coming 
season,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  invite  other  sea 
angling  clubs  to  compete  for  the  Bognor  Conger 
Cup." 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  THE  CLYDE. 


In  these  days,  when  railway  travelling  is  cheap 
and  trout  fishing  dear,  it  is  surprising  we  anglers 
in  England  hear  so  little  of  the  Clyde  as  an  angling 
stream.  Most  people  I  meet  laugh  at  me  going  to 
fish  such  a  river,  because  it  is  dirty  at  Glasgow,  in 
the  same  way  as  they  judge  the  Aire  by  what  they 
see  of  it  from  Leeds  Bridge,  never  thinking  that  it 
is  that  same  water  above  Skipton  which  provides 
the  Aire  Club  members  with  some  of  the  finest 
trout  fi.shing  in  the  county,  or  that  catches  of 
roach  up  to  2|  stone  have  been  taken  in  one  day, 
p.s  recently  as  last  September,  within  ten  miles  of 
the  bridge  under  which  the  open  sewer  known  as 
the  River  Aire  flows. 

The  Clyde  and  its  tributaries  supply  probably 
more  free  trout  fishing  easily  reached  by  railways 


than  any  other  river  in  Britain,  and  it  is  doubtful 
if  even  the  Tweed  is  as  hard  fished — I  am  certain 
no  river  in  my  native  county,  Yorkshire,  is  ;  still, 
the  Clyde  will  compare  favourably  with  such  a 
river  as  the  Wharfe  (with  the  exception  of  the  most 
strictly  preserved  portions)  as  a  trout  and  grayling 
water,  and  the  whole  of  the  river  from  Elvanfoot 
downwards  is  in  sight  of  the  traveller  on  the 
Caledonian  Railway  line,  and  the  stations  are  very 
few  miles  apart.  It  is  quite  a  sight  to  travel  from 
Elvanfoot  to  Carstairs  on  a  Saturday  morning  in 
summer  ;  the  number  of  anglers  reminds  one  of  a 
journey  from  Lincoln  down  to  Kirkstead  or  Dog- 
dyke  during  August  or  September.  Yet  with  all 
this  fishing,  except  on  a  Friday  night  and  Saturday, 
the  visitor  can  expect  a  decent  catch,  if  he  knows 
how  to  fish  with  fly,  minnow,  worm,  Stone  Fly  or 
creeper,  almost  any  day  in  the  fishing  season.  The 
local  anglers  do  not  consider  a  lOlb.  basket 
anything  exceptional. 

I  have  fished  the  river  three  times  during  the 
last  five  years,  and  made  Abington  my  headquar- 
ters. Good  accommodation  can  be  got  there,  but 
it  should  be  arranged  for  in  good  time,  as  there  is 
only  one  hotel  and  very  few  houses,  all  of  which 


thousand  fry  every  year,  and  requests  anglers  to 
return  all  fish  under  six  or  seven  inches,  I  forgot 
which,  and  I  am  told  that  the  fishing  has  improved 
during  the  last  few  years,  owing  to  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made  to  prevent  poaching,  and  by  the 
association  stocking  the  river  for  the  last  thirteen 
years. 

The  hatchery,  which  is  a  small  brick  building,  is 
looked  after  by  Mr.  McKendrick,  of  Abington,  the 
secretary  of  the  association,  and  one  of  the  cleverest 
anglers  on  the  river.  He  raises  from  sixty  to 
seventy  thousand  fry  every  year,  which  is  as  much 
as  the  trays  will  accommodate ;  and  ho  tells  mo 
that  a  movement  is  on  foot  to  get  rearing  ponds  to 
keep  the  fry  until  they  are  at  least  a  year  old.  It 
is  not  often  we  hear  of  such  efforts  being  made  to 
preserve  the  fishing  on  rivers  open  to  the  public. 

There  are  plenty  of  grayling  in  the  river,  and 
some  anglers  go  out  after  them  throughout  the 
winter.  I  have  heard  of  excellent  baskets  being 
made,  but  have  never  caught  many  myself,  nor  did 
I  want  to,  as  it  is  a  pity  to  disturb  them  so  early 
as  the  middle  or  the  end  of  June. 

The  trout  take  the  artificial  fly  well,  even  in  hot 
weather  in  summer,  the  sand  or  gravel  bed  fly 
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may  be  full  up  for  the  summer  any  time  after  the 
end  of  May. 

Of  the  hospitality  and  good  nature  of  the  resi- 
dents I  cannot  speak  too  highly.  The  angler  can 
get  any  information  he  requires  from  them ;  they 
do  not  show  the  jealousy  to  the  strange  angler  that 
he  has  to  put  up  with  in  some  places  I  could  men- 
tion, and  their  kindness  to  a  stranger,  I  think, 
exceeds  that  of  the  Yorkshire  country  people, 
whose  hospitality  is  so  well  known. 

Last  summer,  my  wife  and  I  camped  out  for 
three  weeks,  and  found  that  a  most  enjoyable 
method  of  spending  a  fishing  holiday.  Thanks  to 
the  kindness  of  one  of  the  farmers,  we  pitched  our 
tent  in  one  of  the  prettiest  spots  on  the  river 
banks,  in  the  comer  of  a  field  surrounded  by  a 
plantation  of  firs  on  three  sides,  and  the  river  on 
the  other,  nearly  a  mile  from  the  nearest  road,  and 
quite  out  of  the  track  of  tramps  and  gipsies,  or 
anyone  likely  to  interfere  with  our  belongings, 
which  were  frequently  left  all  day,  as  we  fished  for 
several  miles  round,  on  both^the  Clyde  and  Dun- 
eaton  water. 

The  fish,  as  alrule,  are  small,  but  large  ones  are 
sometimes  caught.  One  over  51b.  was  caught  at 
Elvanfoot  by  a  local  angler  during  our  last  visit, 
but  that  was  quite  a  monster  for  that  district. 

An  £\,ssociation  puts  in  about  sixty  to  seventy 


being  the  best  killer,  and  the  natural  insect  swarms 
on  the  broad  gravelly  banks  in  some  parts  of  the 
river,  but  on  the  other  portions,  where  the  river 
bed  is  more  rocky,  the  Stone  Fly  is  numerous,  and 
is  consequently  the  better  lure. 

Night  fishing  with  [the  fly  is  very  popular,  and 
the  local  fly  dressers  supply  the  largest  and  best 
range  of  evening  and  night  flies  of  any  in  the 
country ;  they  dress  nearly  as  many  patterns  of 
night  as  of  day  flies,  some  of  them  splendid  killers, 
and  quite  different  to  the  Brown  and  Yellow 
Bustards  used  in  Yorkshire.  All  the  flies  are  tied 
by  the  method  recommended  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
so  often  for  the  Green  well's  Glory  (which  fly,  by 
the  way,  is  a  splendid  killer  there),  the  wings  are 
tied  on  in  a  bunch  and  split.  They  are  sparely 
dressed,  and  have  very  little  more  feather  on  than 
the  Yorkshire  hackled  flies,  the  hooks  being  about 
1,  2,  and  3  for  day  flies,  and  larger  for  evening  and 
night.  Hackle  flies  are  not  largely  used,  although 
they  kill  well  enough  sometimes.  The  Black. Dot, 
a  tiny  black-bodied  starling  hackle,  is  probably  the 
best,  and  is  occasionally  used  in  a  peculiar  manner. 
It  sometimes  takes  well  when  the  Stone  Fly  is  on, 
and  one  angler  I  know  puts  one  on  as  a  dropper 
when  using  the  natural  Stone  Fly  at  the  end  of  the 
cast,  and  assures  me  that  he  often  gets  frhe  best 
fish  in  a  day's  catch  on  this  fly. 
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The  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe  and  Yellow,  and 
Bracken  Clock  also  do  well  if  used  on  suitable 
days,  and  I  have  had  a  few  fish  oa  the  Blue 
Partridge,  but  the  locally -dressed  Sand  Fly  usually 
kills  better,  the  hen  pheasant  tail  for  the  wing 
being  a  nearer  imitation  of  the  natural  fly, 
although  I  am  not  sure  if  the  brown  feather  from 
the  back  of  a  cock  fieldfare  is  not  even  better. 

Besides  the  fishing,  the  country  is  a  fine  one  to 
spend  a  holiday  in,  the  scenery  is  pretty,  the  roads 
well  kept  and  excellent  for  cycling  and  motoring, 
golf  links  are  handy,  and  the  air  is  bracing  and 
healthy.  Teal  Drake. 


FISHING  FOR  POLLACK  AND 
COALFISH    IN    THE    NOETH  OF 
IRELAND. 


"If  an  intending  sea-fisher  were  to  come  to  me 
and  say,  '  Now  I  want  some  really  good  sea-fishing 
. — lots  of  good-sized  fish  ;  something  that  can"  play 
you  know'  ...  I  should,  without  a  moment's 
hesitation,  tell  him  to  go  after  pollack  and  coal- 
fish." 

So  "John  Bickerdyke  '  opens  his  chapter  on 
these  fish  in  his  "  Letters  to  Sea-fishers,"  and  each 
summer  for  the  past  two  years  I  have  taken  his 
advice  and  gone  for  such  fishing  to  Portrush,  in 
the  North  of  Ireland.  The  sport  on  each  occasion 
has  been  glorious,  and  to  each  and  every  angler 
with  a  taste  for  sea-fiahing  I  would  say,  "  Go  thou 
and  do  likewise." 

Owing  to  the  great  improvement  in  railway  and 
steamboat  traSc  during  the  past  few  years,  one  is 
able  to  visit  most  parts  of  Ireland  to-day  with  as 
little  trouble  as  a  visit  to  the  south  coast  entailed 
ten  years  ago.  One  may  be  having  a  late  dinner 
in  London  overnight,  and,  being  a  good  sailor,  may, 
with  very  little  loss  of  sleep,  be  sitting  down  to 
breakfast  in  Portrush  at  nine  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  or  at  the  Giant's  Causeway  an  hour  later. 
For  those  who  dread  a  long  sea  journey  there  is 
the  Lame  and  Stranraer  route,  an  open  sea  voyage 
of  under  two  hours. 

Portrush  is  one  of  the  most  bracing  resorts  in 
the  British  Islands,  having  the  sea  on  three  sides 
of  it.  Well  do  I  remember  my  first  visit.  I  landed 
there  in  the  afternoon,  and  strolling  along  the 
rocks  saw  a  solitary  angler  fly  fishing.  I  walked 
up  and  watched  his  efforts  for  a  while.  His  rod 
was  a  bamboo  pole  abo  it  16ft.  long,  to  which  was 
attached  at  the  top  a  strong  thick  line,  at  the  end 
being  a  twisted  gut  cast  about  three  yards  long, 
with  four  peculiar  looking  flies  tied  at  regular 
intervals.  On  closer  inspection  the  flies  proved  to 
be  about  100  strands  of  goat's  hair  tied  at  the  top 
of  the  shank  to  a  No.  5-0  Pennell-Limerick  hook. 
These  flies  he  kept  cast  n^  out  as  far  as  possible, 
and  then  drawing  them  in  by  a  series  of  jerks. 

"  Any  luck  ?  "  I  queried.  "  No,  sir,"  he  replied, 
"I've  not  had  a  rise  yet.  We  could  do  with  a 
little  more  jibble  on  the  water."  (I  have  not 
attempted  to  imitate  the  brogue,  which  was  of  the 
thickness  of  a  London  fojg.)  '•What  fish  are  you 
after  ? "I  am  trying  for  glashan  (coalfish),  sir  ; 
they  take  the  fly  better  than  the  lythe  (pollack)." 

This  is  better  fdr  lythe,  sir." 

This  proved  to  bo  an  ordinary  red  rubb3r  eel, 
which  I  bought  so  that  I  might  get  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  fishing,  the  best  of  which,  so  he 
told  me,  was  had  round  the  bay  at  sunset.  The 
bay  is  the  very  rocky  part  of  the  coast  to  the  east 
of  Ramore  Head,  and  is  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent 
•bout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  across  at  the  mouth. 
Tbither  I  repaired  that  evening  at  sundown,  armed 
with  an  lift,  trout  rod,  when  I  was  astonished  to 
•ee  between  fifty  and  sixty  anglers  fishing  round 
the  rocks.  The  majority  had  these  long  bamboo 
poles  and  tight  lines,  but  a  few  had  rods  and  reels 
as  myself.  For  a  while  there  was  a  solitary 
fish  caught  here  and  there,  and  it  was  usually 
yanked  out  of  the  water  with  scant  cere- 
mony. I  got  a  bite,  but  failed  to  strike  the 
fish.  Then  all  at  on<;e  the  bay  was  literally 
alive  with  fixh.  I  got  another  bite  and  was  into  a 
nice  one.  I  played  him  for  a  few  minutes,  then 
landed  my  prize,  and  found  him  a  pollack,  about 
21b.  I  cast  again,  and  was  into  another,  which  I 
landed  and  found  to  \>e  about  the  same  weight. 
During  the  evening  I  caught  also  a  few  coalfish, 
and  was  just  thinking  of  giving  up  when  I  got  a 
lovely  tug,  and  smash  went  my  top  joint.  How- 
ever, I  reeled  in  the  slack  quickly,  and  played  him 
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with  the  remaining  two  joints,  and  after  a  big 
struggle  managed  to  land  a  nice  pollack  of  4 Jib., 
the  result  of  my  evening's  fishing  being  four  pollack 
and  five  coalfish,  weighing  altogether  just  over  161b., 
and  a  smashed  rod.  This,  however,  troubled  me 
little,  having  a  spare  top.  The  strangs  part  of  this 
fishing  is  that  one  minute  not  a  fish  can  be  seen, 
suddenly  the  word  would  pass  along,  and  looking 
into  the  water  one  could  see  myriads  of  herring  fry. 
Then  everyone  would  start  casting  like  fury  for  the 
pollack  and  cOalfish  that  chased  the  fry. 

Hearing  one  day  that  the  larger  fish  were  generally 
to  be  found  round  the  Skerries  (a  group  of  small 
islands  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  north),  I 
determined  to  try  for  them,  and  that  evening  went 
whiffing  there.  I  used  a  boat  rod  7ft.  long,  5in. 
standard  reel,  ^ith  100  yards  of  linj,  and  a  three-ply 
twisted  gut  cast,  to  which  was  attached  a  red  rubber 
eel.  I  used  a  four-ounce  Bigg- Wither  lead,  which 
I  fixed  about  six  fathoms  from  the  bait.  With  this 
lead  one  has  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  bring 
the  fish  right  up  to  the  boat  without  handling  the 
line.  I  let  out  about  fifty  yards  of  line.  That 
night's  sport  was  the  finest  among  the  pollack  I 
have  ever  had.  I  caught  sixteen  fish,  varying  from 
91b.  to  2  Jib.  We  had  been  round  the  Skerries  once, 
and  I  had  laid  down  my  rod  to  light  up,  when 
suddenly  there  was  a  terrible  clatter,  and  I  just 
managed  to  grab  the  end  of  my  rod  as  it  was  going 
over.  I  got  hold  of  rod  and  reel,  which  was  doing 
about  one  hundred  revolutions  a  second,  and  let 
him  pull.  I  daren't  give  him  an  inch  of  line,  as  he 
had  already  taken  more  than  I  liked.  How  that 
rod  gave — I  do  believe  there  never  was  such  a  piece 
of  greenheart.  He  played  with  me  for  about  ten 
minutes,  and  then  seeming  to  tire,  I  started  to  wind 
in.  At  that  he  appeared  to  gain  a  new  lease  of  life, 
and  started  kicking  like  blazes.  There  was  an 
ominous  crackle  from  my  rod,  and  I  thought  it  was 
all  up,  but  again  he  tired,  and  I  reeled  him  in.  He 
was  the  nine  pounder.  Heavens,  what  a  state  I 
was  in,  bathed  in  perspiration !  But  what  did  it 
matter — I  had  hitn. 

These  are  but  two  nights  of  the  many  I  have 
spent  at  Portrush,  and  never  absolutely  a  blank 
one.  Besides  which  I  had  many  a  happy  time 
among  the  flatfish,  which  are  numerous  there.  The 
place  has  also  the  advantage  of  having  some  of  the 
finest  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  Ireland  (Bann  and 
Bush)  within  half  an  hour's  journey  ;  so  to  all  who 
seek  a  bracipg  holiday  with  good  sport,  I  would 
heartily  recommend  a  visit  to  Portrush. 

E.  0.  J. 


OPENING    OF    THE  THAMES 
TROUT  FISHING. 


The  trout-fishing  season  in  the  Thames  opens 
to-morrow,  April  1,  and  as  the  river  bids  fair  to  be 
in  first-rate  condition,  the  prospects  appear  very 
favourable  for  the  sport.  During  the  past  winter 
there  have  been  two  or  three  small  floods  up  the 
Thames,  which  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
stream,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  splendid 
head  of  water,  and  considerably  above  the  ordinary 
summer  level.    Thames  trout  have  not  yet  been 


showing  up  very  well  owing  to  the  cold  wintry 
spring,  but  as  soon  as  there  is  a  welcome  rise  in 
the  temperature,  the  fish  will,  no  doubt,  feed  very 
well.  Just  before  the  close  of  the  coar.se  fishing, 
several  large  trout  were  caught  and  returned  by 
pike  fishers  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  as  it  was 
seen  that  the  fish  were  then  in  a  well-forward  state, 
they  should  be  in  prime  condition  on  the  opening 
day. 

The  increase  of  trout  in  the  metropolitan  river 
has  bsen  a  matter  of  encouragement  to  all  trout 
anglers,  for  it  is  certain  there  are  more  Salmo  fario 
than  has  been  the  case  for  a  very  long  time,  thanks 
to  the  successful  efforts  of  the  trout  restocking  and 
preservation  associations.  The  results  of  the  last 
season  showed  a  slight  improvement  in  the  sport, 
while  in  addition  the  very  large  number  of  fish, 
weighing  between  1  lb.  and  21b.,  caught  and  returned 
to  the  water  proved  that  the  young  fish  placed  in  the 
Thames  in  recent  years  had  thriven  considerably. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Thames  trout  will  continue  to 
increase,  but  to  be  a  good  first-class  trout  river, 
a  continuous  system  of  stocking  year  by  year  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  a  fine  head  of 
fish. 

April  and  May  are  usually  considered  the  best 
months  for  trout  fishing  in  the  Tham3s,  as  it  is 
little  disturbed  by  traffic,  and  for  the  first  weeks  of 
April  the  fish  will  be  found  in  the  open  reaches, 
deep  holes  near  bridges,  and  backwaters.  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobbs,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Henley  Fisheries' 
Preservation  Society,  one  of  the  most  successful 
Thames  trout  anglers,  has  expressed  his  opinion 
that  "  the  open  river  is  far  ahead  of  weir-fishing," 
and  adds,  "  an  angler's  instinct,  combined  with  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  large  trout,  will 
kill  more  fish  than  all  the  '  rule  of  thumb '  methods 
put  together."  Many  good  trout,  however,  will 
work  up  to  the  weir  pools  towards  the  end  of  May, 
when  the  river  is  crowded  with  boats  and  steam 
launches. 

Trout  are  distributed  in  the  Thames  between 
Hampton  Court  and  far  above  Oxford.  Hampton 
Court  was  once  famous  for  very  large  trout,  but 
the  sport  has  fallen  off  there  for  some  years. 
Sunbury  weir  stream  always  yields  a  few  nice  trout, 
but  the  best  station  for  trout  fishing  near  London 
is  Shepperton,  where  many  good  fish  have  their 
haunts  in  the  vicinity,  while  Penton  Hook  and 
Ghertsey  may  be  recommended.  The  old  Windsor 
stream,  out  of  the  way  of  general  traffic,  is  noted 
for  trout,  and  many  fine  fish  have  been  caught  in 
the  Datchet  water.  Bourne  End  and  Great  Marlow 
are  favourite  resorts  for  trout  anglers,  but  Henley 
and  its  neighbourhood  may  be  considered  as  the 
best  portions  of  the  river  for  trout  fishing.  Two 
or  three  large  trout  are  usually  caught  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Kennet,  at  Reading,  and  also  atPangbourne. 
The  weir  pool  at  the  last-mentioned  place  is  pri- 
vate, but  tickets  for  fishing  are  issued  at  the  hotel. 
Trout  of  good  size  may  be  had  below  Pangbourne 
weir.  Abingdon  is  now  well  stocked,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  river  above  Oxford  trout  are  numer- 
ous. A  weir  ticket  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Thames  Conservancy  at  a  charge  of  10s.  a  year, 
but  at  some  of  the  weirs  in  the  upper  Thamae  the 
fishing  is  in  private  hands. 

For  Thames  trout  fishing  a  rod  should  be  of 
East  India  cane  and  greenheart,  not  less  than  12fc. 
in  length,  and  must  not  be  too  whippy,  yet  strong 
enough  to  give  the  fish  the  butt  at  the  critical 
moment.  A  4|in.  Nottingham  winch  should  be 
used,  and  at  least  a  hundred  yards  of  fine  silk  line, 
and  the  trace  must  be  fine  and  strong,  with  two  or 
thr^e  swivels  and  a  detachable  lead.  Although 
spinning  is  by  far  the  most  sportsmanlike  way  of 
fishing  for  trout  in  the  Thames,  live-baiting  is  more 
practised,  and  often  accounts  for  the  best  specimens. 
The  lure,  par  excellence,  is  a  small  bait,  the  bleak 
being  the  favourite,  although  a  tasty  gudgeon  or  a 
small  dace  frequently  scores. 

No  trout  under  16in.  in  length  must  be  retained 
for  the  basket ;  trailing  is  strictly  prohibited  by 
the  Conservators,  and  trout  must  not  be  fished  for 
by  worm  tackle  imtil  the  coarse  fishing  season 
opens  on  June  16.  The  trout  season  will  remain 
open  until  Sept.  10.  H.  G.  H. 


A  Swedish  inventor,  named  Ekenberg,  has  con- 
structed a  machine  which  takes  herrings  as  they 
come  from  the  net,  sorts  them  into  the  four  sizes 
recognised  by  the  trade,  scrapes  oS  their  scales, 
cuts  off  their  head^,  splits,  cleans,  and  washes  them 
inside  and  out.  The  machine  does  all  this  auto- 
matically, and  turns  out  20,000  herrings  per  hour. 

[2] 
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THE  TAY  AT  ABEEFELDY. 


Perhaps  no  portion  of  Bonnie  Scotland  is  richer 
in  natural  beauty  than  that  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Tay  which  constitutes  the  district  of  Aberfeldy. 
In  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kenned's  day,  1813,  the  principal 
occupation  of  its  people  was  linen  and  cloth 
weaving,  and  the  little  hamlet  consisted  of  a  few 
whitewashed  cottages  covered  with  slate  or  thatch. 
Now  it  has  grown  to  be  a  thriving  and  populous 
place,  and  streets  of  well-built,  commodious  houses 
have  sprung  up,  and  a  branch  railway  has  made 
it  a  great  resort  of  visitors,  who  flock  to  it  for  its 
varied  walks  and  drives  and  its  dry,  bracing  air. 
There  are  exceptionally  fine  golf  links,  lawn  tennis 
and  croquet  lawns  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the 
town,  while  the  birks  of  Aberfeldy,  the  Falls  of 
Moness,  Ween  Rock,  River  Tay,  and  Loch  Tay 
close  by  make  it  one  of  the  most  enchanting  spots 
in  fair  Scotland.    The  salmon  and  trout  fishing 


called  the  Island,  or  Piper's  Pool,  comes  next — a 
deep,  swirling  water  under  the  trees  of  the 
island.  Then  we  come  to  the  Bridge  or 
Soldier  Pool.  After  that,  and  alongside  the  new 
golf  course,  a  most  likely  lie  for  a  fish,  is 
the  Burn  Pool.  Next,  Hannan  Pool,  deep  and 
sluggish.  Then  Toll-gate  Pool,  deep  and  swirling, 
and  fish  are  usually  to  be  found  in  the  neck. 
Visitors  to  Aberfeldy  will  probably  recognise  the 
figures  in  the  illustration  showing  a  view  on  the 
Tay  as  those  of  Mr.  Alexander  Nicol,  the  genial 
proprietor  of  the  Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel,  and  his 
daughter.  Then  further  down  some  very  likely 
water  occurs  called  the  Ash  Tree  Pool,  and  most  of 
this  is  fishable  for  salmon  and  trout.  A  boat  is 
usually  carted  from  the  hotel  to  the  upper  pools, 
though  now  that  the  pools  have  been  cleared  of 
trees  the  services  of  boatmen  may  be  dispensed 
with,  as  all  the  pools  can  now  be  fished  without 
a  boat.    This  is  specially  useful  to  the  fly  fisher — 


The  lake  is  the  largest  sheet  of  water  in  Wales, 
and  contains,  according  to  the  Ordnance  Survey, 
1352  acres  2  roods.  Its  greatest  length  is  6566 
yards,  and  width  1276  yards ;  and  its  greatest 
depth,  nearly  opposite  to  Llangower,-  is  about 
132  feet.  The  name  of  Bala  Lake  is  quite  a  recent 
innovation  ;  in  olden  times  it  was  Llyn  Tegid,  so 
named  after  an  early  Welsh  hero,  and  it  has  also 
been  called  Pemblemere,  or  "  the  lake  of  the  five 
parishes."  There  is  a  popular  saying  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood that  "  Bala  has  gone,  and  Bala  will  go 
again,"  the  first  part  of  which  refers  to  a  belief 
that  an  ancient  town  has  become  submerged  in  the 
lake,  and  the  latter  seemed  likely  of  fulfilment  a 
few  years  ago,  when  it  was  talked  of  taking  the 
water  to  London,  and  when  it  was  proposed  to 
extend  the  lake  by  building  a  dam  across  the  Dee 
some  two  miles  lower  down  the  valley.  The  Dee 
carries  ofiE  the  superfluous  water  from  the  lake,  and 
is  a  noble  river  [as  it  leaves  Bala,  affording  good 


J'lwto  bi/] 


On  the  Tay  near  Abebfeldv  :  The  Toll-gate  Pool. 


[./.  Temple. 


which  is  attached  to  the  Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel 
is  on  the  choicest  portions  of  the  Tay — in  extei  t 
about  five  and  a  half  miles.  The  top  pool  is  Oarse, 
a  long  stretch  of  water  of  about  two  hundred  yards. 
Then  comes  a  small  pool  called  Dalraur,  then 
Bolfrax,  long  and  deep  under  the  south  bink,  with 
two  or  three  croys  stretching  into  the  river,  fine 
harbours  for  large  fish,  and  salmon  may  often 
be  found  in  any  part  of  it.  Farm  Pool  comes 
next :  this  pool  fishes  well  when  the  water  is  high, 
especially  at  the  top.  Then  comes  Bulwark  Pool, 
a  most  likely  place  for  a  fish.  The  river  here,  in 
wild  and  angry  haste,  takes  a  sharp  bend  under  a 
tall  bank  covered  with  trees.  By  the  way,  many 
of  the  best  pools  were  encumbered  by  trees,  and 
could  not  well  be  fished  except  from  a  boat,  but 
last  year  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  whose 
property  it  is,  had  them  cut  down,  so  that  they 
can  now  be  fished  from  the  bank.  Next  pool  in 
order  is  the  Haugh  Pool,  splendid  for  trout,  and 
occasionally  a  salmon  may  bo  found.    What  is 


spinning  so  often  necessitating  the  use  of  a  boat  to 
recover  baits.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  attached 
to  the  hotel  is  the  famous  fishing  on  Loch-na-Craig, 
a  charming  spot  three  miles  away  in  the  hills.  The 
trout  fishing  on  tbis  loch  is  some  of  the  finest  in 
Scotland.  J.  T. 


FISHING  EOUND  BALA. 


WITH  SOME  NOTES  UPON  THE  GWYNIAD 
AND  OTHER  FISH. 


Fkom  its  bracing  air,  fine  mountain  scenery,  and 
easy  access,  no  less  than  on  account  of  its  sporting 
attractions,  Bala  is  a  resort  much  favoured  by 
Midland  anglers  during  the  summer  months  ;  and 
if  baskets  are  not,  as  a  rule,  heavy,  the  trout  in  all 
these  hill  streams  are  always  game  sporting  fish, 
while  in  the  lake  there  is  the  added  charm  of 
possible  variety. 


trout  and  fair  salmon  fishing ;  It  also  contains 
plenty  of  grayling,  as  well  as  peroh,  pike,  roach, 
and  possibly  some  other  kinds  of  fish  lower  down. 
The  Tryweryn  joins  the  Dee  just  below  Bala,  and 
yields  good  s^ort  both  with  salmon  and  trout. 
Indeed,  most  of  the  salmon  which  come  up  the 
Dee  take  the  Trjrweryn  in  preference  to  keeping 
the  main  stream,  and  so  finding  their  way  into 
the  lake.  This  it  is  said  was  not  always  so,  and 
possibly  the  fish  are  turned  back  from  what  appears 
to  be  their  natural  course  by  a  sort  of  weir  across 
the  Dee  below  the  lake^  though  the  obstruction 
does  not  look  a  serious  one.  Either  that  must  be 
the  case  or  they  must  find  the  spawning  beds  of 
the  Tryweryn  more  to  their  taste,  or  better  looked 
after  than  in  the  tributaries  of  the  lake  ;  but  what- 
ever the  cause,  salmon  and  sea-trout,  which  are- 
reported  to  have  once  been  abundant  in  the  latter 
streams,  are  now  but  rarely  seen  there,  nor  are 
their  fry  in  evidence  during  summer. 
Salmon  fishing  opens  on  May  1,  and  closes  oo' 
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Nov.  30.  For  trout  the  lal^e  opens  on  Feb.  1,  the 
rivers  on  Feb.  14,  and  the  season  ends  on  Sept.  30, 
which  is  late  enough,  as  by  that  date  some  of  the 
trout  have  begun  to  spawn.  Trout  in  the  streams 
(above  Bala,  at  anyrate^are  not  in  good  condition, 
however,- for  at  least  another  month,  though  in  the 
lake  the  case  is  different;  and  though  they  are 
rather  hard  to  catch  from  the  shore,  and  it  is 
generally  coldish  at  that  season,  when  there  is 
sufficient  wind  to  make  the  lake  fishable,  some 
excellent  fish  reward  those  who  persevere — indeed, 
these  early  lake  trout  are  often  in  the  pink  of 
condition  both  as  to  fighting  qualities  and  flavour. 
They  are  very  silvery  and  grey,  with  black  cross 
marks  upon  them,  but  as  a  rule  without  red 
spots,  and  they  cut  quite  pink  at  table ;  another 
peculiarity  about  them  being  that  they  leave  their 
scales  on  the  hands  almost  as  freely  as  do  smolts. 
When  newly  caught  some  of  these  fish  have  a  dis- 
tinct and  quite  remarkable  purplish  bloom  along  the 
back,  changing  from  that,  through  just  a  thought  of 
orange,  to  steely-blue,  or  grey,  on  the  sides,  but 
these  tints  are  very  evanescent.  It  is  not  sug- 
gested here  that  these  trout  are  ferox,  though  that 
variety  of  jS.  fario  is  said  to  inhabit  Llanbsris, 
but  certainly  in  many  respects  they  do  bear  a 
strong  resemblance  to  the  great  lake  trout  of  some 
of  the  Highland  lochs.  Fishing  from  the  bank 
these  trout  may  average  a  little  imderhalf  a  pound, 
but  pounders  are  not  infrequently  picked  up,  and 
the  writer  has  a  vivid  recollection  of  one,  which 
he  recently  rose  near  the  Flag  Station,  which  was 
certainly  two  or  three  times  that  weight,  but,  alas  ! 
he  went  the  way  of  all  big  fish. 

Fishing  from  the  bank  in  the  lake  is,  we  believe, 
free  to  all,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn,  and  there  are  a  number  of  boats 
always  to  be  had  for  hire  at  Bala.  These  are  allowed 
to  fish  over  any  of  the  waters  except  a  portion  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  in  front  of  the  mansion  of 
Glan-y-Llyn,  and  which  may  be  roughly  defined  by 
an  imaginary  line  drawn  across  from  the  promon- 
tory at  Llangower  to  the  top  of  the  plantation 
opposite.  Trolling  from  a  boat  large  trout  are 
sometimes  taken.  Two  specimens  of,  perhaps, 
101b.  or  121b.  apiece,  set  up  by  Cooper,  are  pre- 


served at  the  White  Lion  Hotel  at  Bala.  Other 
trophies  of  the  rod  to  be  seen  there,  are  a  very 
handsome  pike  of  some  251b.  ;  a  monster  eel,  said 
to  have  scaled  71b.,  and  its  appearance  does  not 
belie  the  statement ;  and  a  case  of  four  or  five 
perch,  almost  exact  counterparts  of  each  other, 
which  were  the  pick  from  a  basket  of  thirty-two 
fish,  weighing  321b.,  the  produce  of  a  single  boat 
on  the  lake  one  day  some  years  ago.  The  above 
are  amongst  the  record  fish  taken  by  the  rod,  and 
the  weights  have  seldom  been  exceeded,  even  at 
Glan-y-Lljm,  where  a  net  is  pretty  freely  used  in 
autumn,  when  Sir  Watkin  is  in  residence.  Several 
trout  of  up  to  lOlb.  have  fallen  to  this  net,  and  the 
outline  of  one  is  preserved  at  the  Hall  which 
weighed  12lb.,  and  measured  28in.  in  length  and 
18in.  in  girth.  Pike  up  to  20lb.  are  not  infrequent, 
but  that  weighs  is  rarely  exceeded,  and  lO-pounders 
or  so  taken  on  the  rod  are  considered  good  fish.  A 
pei'ch  of  6lb.  or  7lb.  is  said  to  have  been  caught  in 
the  net  about  four  years  ago.  Three  or  four  hauls 
of  the  net  one  day  last  year,  when  the  writer  was 
present,  yielded  a  dozen  trout  all  over  a  pound, 
the  largest  2ilb.,  and  a  beautiful  perch  of  rather 
over  2 Jib.,  besides  a  lot  of  smaller  fish  and  a  few 
little  jack. 

In  addition  to  the  fish  already  named,  Bala 
Lake  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
few  places  where  the  gwyniador  po wan  (Core jowms 
clupeoides)  is  found.  An  additional  interest  attach- 
ing to  this  fish  at  the  present  time,  from  the  fact 
that  Ml'.  C.  Tate  Regan,  of  the  South  Kensington 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  has  lately  announced 
his  belief  in  the  specific  distinction  between  the 
vendace  of  Loch  Maben  and  the  fish  obtained  from 
Bassenthwaite  and  Derwentwater.  All  these  mem- 
bers of  the  Coregonus  family  closely  resemble  one 
another,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
various  forms  are  any  more  worthy  of  being  con- 
sidered specifically  distinct  than  are  the  many 
local  races  of  our  more  familiar  friend  Salmo  fario. 
Time  may  show  that  in  place  of  further  sub- 
division into  ill-defined  species,  several  of  those 
fish  at  present  recognised  as  distinct,  might  with 
advantage  be  grouped  together  as,  at  most,  sub- 
species of  one  variable  form. 


In  general  appearance  tht;  gwyniad  bears  con- 
siderable resemblance  to  a  herring.  Yarrell  says 
they  spawn  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
most  usual  length  of  the  adult  fish  is  from  ten  to 
twelve  inches.  Pennant  gives  December  as  the 
time  of  breeding,  and  says  they  attain  to  a  weight 
of  31b.  or  41b.  Those  caught  of  recent  years  in 
Bala  Lake  have  rarely  exceeded  a  foot  in  length, 
and  one  picked  up  by  the  writer  near  Llangower, 
on  March  27,  1905,  was  about  9in.  long,  and  con- 
tained milt  nearly  ripe  for  extrusion.  It  was  in 
excellent  condition,  and  had  the  adipose  fin  marked 
by  minute,  but  regular,  corrugations,  terminating 
in  fine  serrations  round  the  posterior  margin.  This 
may  have  been  duo  only  to  individual  variation, 
but  the  writer  has  not  seen  any  previous  allusion 
to  similar  peculiarities,  and  so  little  is  seen  of  these 
obscure-living  fish  that  the  fact  is  worth  placing 
upon  record  here.  Appearances  certainly  pointed 
to  the  probability  that  the  spscimen  would  have 
spawned  within  a  few  weeks  at  most  had  it  been 
allowed  to  live. 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  pike  in  1803, 
gwyniad  are  said  to  have  been  very  abundant  in 
Bala  Lake,  and  to  have  been  netted  in  great 
numbers ;  but  however  that  may  have  been,  they 
are  not  very  much  in  evidence  at  the  present  day. 
A  few  are  still  got  in  the  net,  and  after  a  storm  of 
wind,  in  spring  (generally  towards  the  end  of 
March),  a  specimen  may  sometimes  be  found 
washed  ashore  in  a  dead  or  dying  state.  Here, 
there  is  no  record  of  one  having  ever  been  caught 
with  a  bait  of  any  kind ;  though  Mr.  Roberts, 
"the  sporting  shoemaker"  at  Bala,  has  one  pre- 
served in  spirit,  which  he  is  very  proud  of  having 
landed  upon  a  fly — but  inquiry  elicits  the  infor- 
mation that  it  was  foul  hooked.  A  visit  to  Mr. 
Roberts'  shop  will  repay  the  angler,  even  though 
he  be  not  curious  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the 
gwjmiad.  He  is  the  purveyor  of  fishing  requisites 
in  these  parts,  and  can  supply,  in  addition,  a  great 
deal  of  information  as  to  waters  and  lures,  hiring 
of  boats,  and  so  forth,  and,  like  all  Welshmen,  he 
is  the  embodiment  of  courtesy.  On  a  calm  summer 
evening  a  shoal  of  gwyniad  may  sometimes  be 
seen  playing  near  the  surface  of  the  lake,  and  there 
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Hannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  snitatile  for  all  parts  of  tlie  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  aaperlor  to  Split  Ouxt, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  13  osb,  ;  very  powerlnl, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trooti 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  naed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioai. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  beat  Looha  In  Saotland,  anglers  may 
tely  on  being  sapplled  with  the  most  aultabla  TaoUe. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yarda  Single  and  Double  Tapered  SalmoOt 

30  and  40  yarda  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Llnea  are  far  auperlor  to  any  other  linea  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofE,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettec 
they  get. 

The  followlag  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTelloas.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingftsher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  3.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingtlsher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Uae  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." , 
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is  a  tradition  of  one  having  once  been  found  five  or 
six  miles  down  the  Dee.  Uninteresting  though  they 
may  be  to  the  general  angler,  bent  only  upon 
filling  his  basket,  the  gwyniad  probably  benefits 
him,  to  a  not  inconsiderable  extent,  indirectly  by 
supplying  food  to  other  fish;  and  who  shall  say 
that  this  may  not,  in  part,  at  any  rate,  account  for 
the  exceptionally  brilliant  colours  of  all  the  fish 
taken  in  the  lake  ;  for  in  few  places  can  its  trout, 
perch,  or  pike  be  equalled  in  this  respect,  and  all 
are  notorious  cannibals.  The  lake  aboimds  with 
minnows  in  several  places,  and  in  the  evening 
perch  may  be  seen  chasing  the  shoals  of  these 
little  fish  ashore ;  where  in  their  terror  they  jump 
out  on  to  the  shingle,  thus  frequently  meeting 
death  in  another  guise,  while  seeking  to  escape 
it  in  its,  to  them,  most  realistic  form.  Roach, 
too,  inhabit  the  lake,  but  they  are  seldom  angled 
for,  and  the  writer's  only  acquaintance  with  them 
is  from  a  few  netted  examples. 

To  proceed  to  the  rivers.  The  Tryweryn  is,  as 
already  stated,  a  favourite  angling  stream.  The 
greater  part  of  it  is  the  property  of  Mr.  J.  R. 
Lloyd  Price,  of  Rhiwlas,  and  tickets  are  granted  at 
the  estate  office  in  Bala  at  a  small  charge.  A  mile 
or  two,  on  one  bank,  at  Bala,  belong  to  Mrs. 
Passingham,  and  permits  for  that  portion  may  be 
obtained  at  Mr.  Roberts'  shop  already  alluded 
to.  A  short  portion  of  the  Dee,  immediately 
below  the  bridge,  where  it  leaves  the  lake,  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  landlord  of  the  White 
Lion  Hotel,  and  is  free  to  visitors  putting  up 
there.  The  chief  tributaries  of  the  lake,  taking 
them  in  sequence  and  beginning  upon  the  south 
side,  are  the  Gower,  which  enters  at  Llangower, 
where  attention  may  be  directed  to  a  very  large 
yew  tree  standing  in  the  churchyard,  the  trunk  of 
which  is  more  than  twenty  feet  in  circumference. 
The  building  is  the  Church  of  Gwawi-,  the  mother 
of  the  Welsh  warrior-bard,  Llywarch  Hen,  or 
Llywarch  the  Aged,  a  member  of  the  court  of 
King  Arthur.  The  Gower  is  a  small  mountain 
burn,  debouching  through  a  rocky  gorge,  for  the 
most  part  thickly  clad  with  hazels  and  oaks.  It 
contains  some  nice  little  cascades  and  pools  holding 
fair  trout  for  those  who  do  not  mind  a  scramble 
over  very  difficult  ground,  and  very  precarious 
casting  under  branches.  About  a  mile  up  it 
bifurcates,  and  though  each  of  the  streams  contains 
troutlets,  who  gamely  rise  to  the  fly,  few  will  be 
caught  above  six  inches  in  length,  and  from  a 
purely  angling  point  of  view,  the  burn  is  not  worth 
following  further. 

At  the  top  of  the  lake  there  enters  quite  a  con- 
siderable river,  bringing  the  united  waters  of  the 
Twrch,  the  Little  Dee  or  Avan  Llan,  and  the  Avan 
Lliw.  Near  the  junction  of  these  streams  lies  the 
village  of  Llanuwchllyn  (Llan-uwch-y-llyn,  or  "The 
Church  above  the  Lake  "),  and  here  many  anglers 
find  comfortable  quarters  at  the  Goat  Hotel,  close 
to  the  station,  Mr.  Hughes,  the  landlord,  and  his 
better  half  being  justly  noted  for  their  cuisine. 
In  the  village  there  is  another  inn  rejoicing  in  the 
jaw-breaking  name  of  Gwesdy-yr-Eryrod,  or  "  The 
Eagles,"  but  the  eagle  has  been  so  long  an  extinct 
bird  in  Wales  that  even  its  appearance  has  been 
forgotten,  and  its  place  upon  the  inn  signboard 
is  now  usurped  by  three  very  dove-like  harriers 
in  pursuit  of  a  hare!  "Mine  Host,"  however,  is 
not  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  eccentricities  of 
his  artist,  and  gentlemen  of  the  angle,  who  may 
develop  a  thirst  amongst  the  mountains,  will  find 
that  the  beer  dispensed  under  the  sign  of  "  The 
Eagles  "  is  surpassed  by  none  in  the  district.  Those 
whoiprefer  quieter  abidings,  find  very  comfortable 
lodgings  in  several  houses  in  the  village,  and  as  to 
these  or  any  other  local  matters  the  most  obliging 
station-master,  Mr.  Daniels,  is  ever  ready  to  give 
information. 

But  to  return  to  the  rivers.  The  Twrch  passes 
the  station  on  its  way  from  the  ridges  of  Aran.  It 
is  a  very  pretty  stream,  and  contains  some  good 
trout,  though  difficult  to  catch.  The  greater  part 
of  its  course  bein^  ovir  slate  its  waters  are  very 
clear,  and  hence  it  fishes  best  when  a  little  flooded. 
About  a  mile  or  a  little  more  above  the  station 
there  is  a  short  portion  of  it  preserved,  the 
boundaries  being  marked  by  slate  slabs  like  head- 
stones, otherwise  the  tickets  mentioned  below 
cover  the  whole  of  its  course. 

The  next  stream  we  come  to  is  the  Little  Dee, 
which  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  village.  It 
drains  the  chief  valley,  and  its  course  is  followed 
by  the  railway  for  some  distance.  It  is  a  bright 
little  river  with  many  nice  pools,  and  takes  its  name 


from  the  Welsh  Dwfrdu,  or  "  Black  Water,"  from  its 
source  on  the  Dduallt  Mountain  ;  an  alternative 
derivation  having  reference  to  the  fact  that  it 
springs  from  two  sources — the  main  stream  rising, 
as  has  been  said,  under  the  Dduallt,  a  smaller  one 
coming  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley,  off 
Aran  Benllyn.  The  latter  is  of  little  account  from 
an  angler's  point  of  view,  though  a  deep  cleft  in 
the  rock  by  which  it  leaves  the  shoulder  of  the 
hill  is  worth  seeing.  An  old  cottage  by  the  railway 
crossing,  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  Llys  Arthur,  or 
"  Arthur's  Court,"  carries  us  back  in  imagination 
to  the  days  of  eld. 

The  most  considerable  of  the  many  feeders  of 
the  lake  is  the  Avan  Lliw,  which  passes  beneath 
the  bridge  at  the  north  end  of  Llanuwchlljm.  It 
is  a  succession  of  streams  and  alder-fringed  pools, 
and  contains  a  fair  sprinkling  of  trout  running 
from  half  a  pound  up  to  a  pound  and  a  half,  or 
exceptionally,  perhaps  even  a  little  heavier.  It 
has  a  course  of  seven  o*t  eight  miles  through  a 
most  picturesque  glen,  who.se  sides  are  studded 
with  bold  escarpments  of  rock,  beneath  which 
nestle  natural  woods  of  birch  and  oak,  and  whose 
higher  slopes  are  purpled  in  autumn  with  heather. 
About  two  miles  above  the  village,  where  the  Lliw 
debouches  from  the  mountains,  there  is  an  ancient 
gold  mine,  under  a  precipitous  spur  of  the  hill 
Ffridd  Helyg-y-Moch.  A  large  mound  of  crushed 
white  quartz  would  seem  to  indicate  extensive 
operations  at  one  timp,  but  though  the  mine  is 
still  worked,  the  chief  evidence  of  its  present  value 
is  contained  in  a  notice  attached  to  the  gate, 
which  bars  entrance  to  the  drift,  and  which  warns 
the  intruder  that  no  one  is  admitted  without  a 
special  order  from  the  owners.  Upon  the  top  of 
the  rock  above,  are  the  ruins  of  Castell  Carn  Dochan, 
one  of  the  many  monuments  of  her  occupation  of 
the  country,  left  in  this  district  by  Imperial  Rome. 
A  little  beyond  this  are  the  "  first  falls  "  on  the 
Lliw,  forming  a  succession  of  fine  pools  ;  and  two 
or  three  miles  further  on  are  the  "high  falls," 
which  at  the  present  day  effectually  bar  the  pro- 
gress of  fish  further  up  stream.  Notwithstanding 
this,  however,  the  bm-n  above  contams  plenty  of 
nice  trout,  which  towards  the  end  of  summer 
are  well  worthy  of  the  angler's  attention.  Like 
the  trout  in  all  hill  streams,  they  rise  freely,  and 
are  short,  chubby  fish,  running  up  to  about  five  or 
six  to  the  pound.  The  name  of  the  Lliw  signifies 
dark  water — tradition  avers  in  reference  to  a  time 
when  it  ran  with  blood,  after  a  great  battle  against 
the  Romans.  Even  at  the  present  day  the  angler, 
WJ.ndering  peacefully  up  the  stream,  may  be  shocked 
by  traces  of  a  sanguineous  flood,  for  whenever  a 
pig  or  other  animal  is  killed  all  refuse  seems  to 
be  thrown  into  the  river,  and  weird  sights  of 
intestinal  remains  festooning  the  overhanging 
branches  may  greet  him  as  he  rounds  a  corner  ! 

A  little  below  Glan-y-Llyn,  another  bonny  little 
stream — the  Llafar — enters  the  lake,  coming  down 
a  prettily  wooded  vale  from  Arenig  Fawr.  It,  too, 
contains  some  nice  pools  and  streams,  and  the 
trout  run  to  a  good  size.  Below  the  bridge  there 
are  a  few  gudgeon,  and  the  still  reaches  by  which 
it  enters  the  lake  are  full  of  perch  and  little  pike. 

With  the  exception  of  ths  bit  of  the  Twrch 
already  referred  to,  the  whole  of  these  streams 
belong  to  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  who  grants 
permits  which  cover  them  all.  Applications  for 
cards  should  be  made  to  the  Estate  Office  at 
Wynnstay,  Ruabon ;  the  proceeds  are  applied  by 
Sir  Watkin  to  charitable  purposes.  The  only 
restrictions  imposed  are  that  no  minnow  or  bottom 
fishing  is  allowed,  and  all  trout  under  6ia.  must 
be  put  back. 

Although,  as  may  be  gathered  from  what  has 
already  been'  said,  fair  sport  is  to  be  obtained,  the 
writer  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  fishing  in  all 
these  streams  ought  to  be  much  better  than  it  is. 
The  conditions  seem  all  almost  ideal,  yet  the  trout 
are  not  present  in  anything  like  the  numbers  that 
they  might  be.  Perhaps  the  number  of  ducks 
which  infest  the  streams  may  have  something  to 
do  with  this  scarcity.  Every  house  by  the  water- 
side keeps  a  few,  and  they  wander  where  they  list 
at  their  own  sweet  will ;  while  the  harm  which 
even  a  single  pair  of  ducks  is  capable  of  doing 
upon  a  spawning  bed  is  very  apt  to  be  overlooked. 
There  may  be  other  obvious  reasons  for  the  scarcity, 
but  it  is  a  good  old  proverb  which  cautions  us 
against  looking  a  gift  horse  too  closely  in  the 
niouth,  and  it  does  not  behove  us  to  enlarge  upon 
them  here. 

A  useful  word  of  caution,  however,  may  be 


given  to  anglers,  and  that  is  to  'ware  Welsh 
hulls !  Most  of  the  farmers  keep  one  running 
with  their  cows,  and  though  they  may  not  be  big, 
some  of  them  are  "no  that  canny."  They  often 
give  warning  of  their  presence  by  their  bellowing, 
but  not  always,  and  though  their  hark  is  generally 
a  good  deal  more  fearsome  than  their  hiU,  strangers 
will  do  well  to  give  them  a  widish  berth.  They  are 
particularly  active  on  their  legs,  and  fences  are  apt 
to  be  few  and  far  between  in  these  "  outby  "  places, 
and  sometimes  not  very  hull  -proof  when  reached  ! 

In  continuing  our  way  down  the  north  side  of 
the  lake,  many  bits  of  very  fishy-looking  water  will 
be  passed,  and  about  the  beginning  of  Juno  a 
pretty  good  rise  of  May  Fly  takes  place  here, 
though  so  far  as  the  writer  has  observed  the  black- 
headed  gulls  seem  to  pay  them  more  attention 
than  the  fish,  and  he  has  been  told  that  not  much 
can  be  done  with  May  Fly  on  the  lake.  In  the 
burns  Stone  Fly  is  numerous  and  eagerly  taken. 
By  local  anglers  hackle-dressed  flies  are  much 
favoured,  especially  Grouse  and  Partridge  Spiders, 
March  Browns  and  Blue  Duns  are  also  good 
killers,  and  the  Red  Spinner ;  the  last,  dressed  of 
goodish  size,  being  one  of  the  best  flies  for  use  on 
the  lake  in  early  spring.  Another  pattern  used 
here,  which  we  have  not  seen  elsewhere,  is  a  sort 
of  imitation  "  greenbottle  " — the  body  very  thickly 
wrapped  with  pale  blue-green  silk,  sparing  black 
hackle  and  a  small  blae  wing. 

Personally,  the  wTiter  found  nothing  better  than 
Greenwell's  Glory  and  White  Tips,  dressed  by 
Wiight  in  far-away  Sprouston-on-Tweed ;  and 
which  here,  as  elsewhere,  if  they  have  any  equals 
have  no  superiors. 

About  a  mile  before  reaching  Bala  we  pass  the 
pretty  little  hamlet  of  Llan-y-cil — "The  Church  in 
the  Nook " — a  name  which  the  situation  well 
justifies.  In  the  churchyard  a  fine  grove  of  old 
yews  is  sure  to  arrest  the  eye,  and  the  whole  place 
is  attractive  and  nicely  kept.  And  so  you  regain 
your  quarters.  Though  your  basket  may  not  be 
very  heavy,  your  spirits  are  correspondingly  light ; 
and  if  you  be  a  wholesome  man,  your  ramble 
amongst  the  mountains  will  have  put  you  on 
excellent  term?  with  yourself,  and  have  given  you 
an  appetite  to  take  the  bitter  with  the  sweet,  and 
to  appreciate  Bass's  pale  ale  and  the  delicacy  of 
the  far-famed  Welsh  mutton.        Lichen  Grey. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  jpuhlished  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  13.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "first"  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  11. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genbeal  Remabks. — Trouting  opens 
on  April  I  (to-morrow),  and  although  the  bad 
weather  has  kept  the  fish  down  there  was  a  decided 
improvement  on  Thursday.  Of  course,  most 
anglers  know  that  Thames  trout  are  very  precarious 
in  their  feeding  habits,  and  have  been  caught  by 
anglers  even  when  a  heavy  snowstorm  is  raging. 
But  all  the  same,  a  nice  quiet,  warm,  early  spring 
day  is  the  best — a  day  when  the  water  is  just  ruffled 
by  a  slight  ripple — a  day  when  the  warmth  brings 
the  bleak  to  the  top,  and  one  can  see  the  water  broken 
by  a  rising  fish.  On  such  days  as  these,  if  one 
chances  not  to  be  at  the  identical  spot,  or  even  out 
of  reash  of  it,  the  mere  fact  that  a  fish  has  been 
clearl  v  located  is  some  knowledge  gained  for  another 
day.  Trouting  is  promiscuous  work,  and  many  enthu- 
sii^ts  pursue  it  merely  because  they  are  anglers  and 
there  is  no  other  fish  to  try  legally  for.  If  they  get 
one  trout  they  are  satisfied,  and  a  little  later  on, 
especially  at  weirs,  they  are  sure  to  hook  either  a 
big  chub  or  a  heavy  barbel.  These  fish  have  to  be 
returned  to  the  river,  but,  as  one  angler  told  me, 
"it  breaks  the  monotony  of  a  ticklish  day."  The 
trout,  300  in  number,  purchased  by  the  Weybridge 
Restocking  Association,  were  successfully  placed 
in  the  river  on  March  24.  As  they  were  from  12  to 
14  inches  long,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  look  after 
themselves,  and  should  be  of  a  sufficient  size  to 
provide  sport  at  an  early  date. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season 
which  takes  place  on  April  1,  and  that  is  about  all 
one  can  say,  for  the  wind  has  been  too  rough  and 
cold  for  anything,  even  the  local  "  scouts "  have 
been  unable  to  venture  out  to  look  for  a  moving 
fi  sh.    Unless  we  get  the  wind  in  a  warmer  quarter 
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and  less  rough,  the  prospects  for  an  early  capture 
seems  very  remote. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Kingfwood). — This  river  is  now  a  splendid 
colour  and  a  good  height,  but  the  wind  is  very  cold 
from  the  north-east.  Commander  T.  M.  Walker 
got  a  very  nice  fish  on  March  28  of  18 Jib.  We 
want  a  few  warm  days,  and  then  I  think  we  shall 
have  some  good  sport. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Builth  Wells  (Breconshire). — Lord  Glanusk, 
fishing  on  his  Jprivate  water,  near  Glanwye,  Builth 
Wells,  on  March  24,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  361b. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  last 
fortnight  in  the  Wye,  near  Builth  Wells. — William 
R.  WmsLAY. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxliaiii  District). — The 
weather  is  simply  execrable.  X.E.  winds,  snow, 
sleet,  rain  succeed  one  another  at  rapid  intervals, 
and  it  is  piercingly  cold.  I  found  roach  on  the  feed 
in  a  sheltered  spot  on  March  24,  but  they  ran 
small.  Pike  fishing  will  now  be  over  and  perch 
fishing  will  be  slack,  and  only  roach  will  now  be 
worth  fishing  for,  except  on  the  private  waters 
where  trout  are  stocked,  but  these  are  inaccessible 
except  to  the  highly  privileged.  Great  opposition 
has  been  aroused  locally  by  the  proposal  of  the 
Yarmouth  Waterworks  to  draw  water  from  the 
Bure  at  Horning,  yachtsmen's  and  riparian  owners' 
interests  being  considered  to  be  specially  threatened 
by  such  a  scheme,  and  probably  anglers'  interests 
would  also  be  seriously  affected.  The  river,  in 
spite  of  the  wretched  weather,  so  far  is  in  good 
colour  and  volume,  and  were  some  genial  weather 
to  set  in  roeiching  would  be  good,  as  these  fish  are 
as  yet  in  beautiful  condition — firm,  plump,  and 
bright,  and  will  not  deteriorate  before  a  month's 
time.  On  March  26  float  fishing  seemed  to  kill 
better  than  Ught  paternostering,  but  I  have  not 
foimd  this  usually  the  case.  Peiste  and  small  red 
worm  best  baits.  Fish  over  Jib.  seem  very  scarce 
in  these  lower  reaches,  or  else  very  shy. — C.  H. 
Taylob. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloncestersliire). — We  are  on 

the  eve  of  the  opening  day  of  this  beautiful  river, 
and  the  prospects  of  the  season  are  very  favourable, 
it  is  in  splendid  condition,  there  being  a  good  head 
of  water  and  an  exceptionally  fine  show  of  large 
trout,  and  a  good  rise  of  March  Browns  and  Olive 
Duns  about  midday.  If  we  can  only  get  the  wind 
changed  some  early  fishing  will  be  enjoyed,  Sunday 
fishing  is  allowed  on  the  lower  reaches  at  Dudgrove, 
which  is  quite  secluded.  At  Bibury  the  trout  are  a 
little  later  as  regards  condition,  but  I  hear  they  are 
showing  up  well  and  taking  the  fly  freely. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Although  the 
weather  has  been  fine  for  some  days,  a  very  cold 
wind  has  prevailed,  and  consequently  few  rods  have 
been  out  on  the  lower  waters.  On  Friday,  March  23, 
Major  Maddison  landed  a  beautiful  2 lib.  salmon, 
whilst  during  the  week  Mr.  W.  Wright  has  creeled 
two  dozen.  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  K.  P.  Marshall 
have  each  had  three  brace  apiece,  and  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin  had  a  beisket  of  five.  A  dozen  nice  salmon 
were  taken  at  the  weir  on  Monday,  March  26,  whilst 
lower  down  the  river  four  were  captured  on  the 
following  day,  one  weighing  over  201b. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  latter  part  of  last 
week  several  good  baskets  were  creeled  on  the 
Okement,  Torridge,  and  Lew,  whilst  the  fish  have 
been  in  capital  condition.  There  have  been  very 
cold  winds  during  the  past  few  days,  but  notwith- 
standing this  baskets  of  thirty  have  been  had,  the 
general  average  being  about  a  dozen.  In  one  of 
the  pools  in  the  river  Avon  near  Loddiswell,  Kings- 
bridge,  over  sixty  salmon  have  congregated. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  is  now  lower  than  it 
has  been  since  the  season  opened,  and  when  the 
sun  is  shining  there  is  not  much  to  be  done.  But 
those  lucky  anglers  who  live  or  are  staying  near 
the  river  are  picking  up  a  few  fi.sh  in  the  evening. 
Mr.  Mason  Scott  has  had  two  at  Cargo  and  two  at 
Syke  Foot;  at  Armathwaite  castle,  Mr.  A.  Edwards 
has  landed  eight  fish,  the  heaviest  25lb.,  and  Capt. 
Rhodes  three,  15lb.,  161b.,  and  241b.  In  the  Arma- 
thwaite Hall  water,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  three, 
151b.,  161b.,  and  171b.,  and  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  of 
Liverpool,  one  of  ITlb.  At  Low  House,  Mr.  F. 
Uandeman  three,  and  Warwick,  the  keeper,  three.  At 
Brocklewath,  Mr.  Dalton,  two,  21  lb.  and  22lb.  At 
Warwick  Hall,  Mr.  C.  Licldell,  four,  and  Mr.  Bram- 
well,  one,  161b.  Of  the  Yorkshire  anglers,  Mr. 
Reflltt,  two  ;  Mr.  Houston,  one  ;  Mr.  Atkinson,  one  ; 
Mr.  Johnston,  one.  In  the  Carlisle  Angling  Asso- 
ciation water,  Mr.  Joseph  Fox,  one,  251  b.,  and  Mr. 
Waters,  one,  121b.  In  spito  of  the  cold  north-east 
wind  and  frosty  nights,  the  March  Brown  has  put 
in  an  appearance,  and  trout  are  rising  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  but  they  are  still  in  poor  condition. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dnlvertou). — We  have  had 
another  cold  week,  but  the  pressing  wind  with 
snow  showers  have  gone,  and  as  the  rivers  are  in 


condition  trout  are  rising  better.  The  Blue 
Upright,  Silver  Twist,  Hare's  Flecks,  and  Olive 
QuOl  are  now  taking.  The  grayling  are  to  be  netted 
shortly. — Blue  Upbight. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)^ — I  have  pleasure  in 
recording  the  remarkable  success  of  the  rod  fisher- 
men lately  in  the  Exe,  more  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Pynes.  So  far  the  season  has 
been  of  the  best  known  for  some  time  past.  One 
angler  caught  three  clean-run  fish  before  his  break- 
fast, another  securing  a  fine  salmon  ,of  over  21  lb. 
Several  have  been  taken  with  the  noted  Devon 
minnow,  and  now  the  worm  is  proving  a  successful 
bait.  Trout  have  also  been  caught  with  the  Blue 
Upright,  in  spite  of  the  cold  winds  prevailing. 
Mr.  Haydon,  of  Strathculm  Hele,  had  a  salmon 
weighing  241b.,  and  the  presence  of  so  many  lordly 
fish  in  the  upper  part  of  our  river  is  attributed  to 
its  flooded  state  since  Christmas.  At  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  that 
legislation  to  give  effect  to  a  recommendation  of 
the  Commission  on  salmon  fishing  would  probably 
be  introduced  this  season.  Sea  fishing  at  a  stand- 
still owing  to  prevalence  of  strong  east  and  north- 
easterly winds. — Red  Palmee. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North.  Wales). — The  weather 
still  continues  very  bad,  the  cold  is  intense,  and  the 
wind  north  or  north-east,  while  every  day  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  snow.  Considering  the  very 
unfavourable  conditions  the  sport  has  been  very 
fair  and  some  very  nice  baskets  have  been  made. 
The  river  has  also  yielded  some  nice  trout.  Both 
lake  and  river  fish  are  in  very  good  condition,  in 
fact,  I  have  not  seen  them  so  good  for  years.  I 
think  that  the  new  tunnel  into  the  lake,  which  brings 
into  it  the  Cowny  river,  has  done  a  great  deal  of 
good  by  bringing  in  extra  food  for  the  fish.  The 
rainbows  arrived  safely,  and  the  lake  is  now  well 
stocked,  a  little  decent  weather  is  all  that  is  wanted 
to  ensure  heavy  baskets. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — To-day,  March  31,  is  the 
last  day  for  angling  in  the  Lea  and  its  .tributaries 
until  May  1,  when  trout  fishing  opens.  No  sport 
has  been  recorded  this  past  week  owing  to  the 
inclement  weather.  The  river  is  in  fair  colour. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

hvigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  slightly  stained  since  Monday 
owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  March  25.  The 
snow  soon  melted,  and  there  is  now  a  quantity  in 
the  river,  and  angling  has  been  slow.  The  weather 
being  so  cold  and  the  wind  in  the  east  anglers  have 
not  cared  to  venture  out,  and  little  fishing  has 
been  done  this  week.  Trout  have  not  moved  well 
as  yet,  and  warmer  weather  is  wanted  before  they 
will  sport  at  the  fly.  With  better  weather  sport 
will  be  good.    The  Pinsley  is  running  in  fair  order. 

 GWYNNE. 

Otter  (Bndleiifh  Salterton). — At  present  time 
of  reporting  the  river  is  running  very  clear,  but 
there  is  quite  a  sufiBcient  head  of  water  to  make  it 
perfect  for  fly  fishing.  For  the  past  week  and  more 
a  very  strong  and  cold  wind  has  been  blowing  down 
stream  from  the  north-east — a  very  unfavourable 
condition  for  sport  as  a  rule — but,  nevertheless, 
fish  have  moved  freely  every  day  for  an  hour  or 
two  about  midday.  The  27th  was  bitterly 
cold,  but  there  was  a  copious  rise  of  March  Brown, 
Iron  Blues  and  Pale  Dun  between  1  and  2  p.m., 
in  many  parts  of  the  river,  and  one  rod  took 
five  brace,  and  another  three  brace  of  capital 
trout  on  the  Rolle  water.  It  seems  to  be 
agreed  on  all  sides  that  there  is  a  splendid  lot 
of  trout  in  the  stream  in  the  preserved  portions. 
Tickets  to  fish  a  few  hundred  yards  of  water  may 
now  be  had  by  persons  staying  at  the  Golden  Lion, 
Tipton  St.  John's.  The  fishing  is  sometimes  fair, 
but  is  of  limited  extent. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — There  is  not  much  doing  on  the 
rivers  ;  there  has  been  a  little  snow  on  the  moors, 
and  this,  in  addition  to  the  cold  weather,  prevents 
the  fish  from  sporting.  Nevertheless,  some  nice 
dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Tavy. 
There  are  some  nice  pools  just  below  the  junction 
of  the  Walkham,  which  contains  some  good-sized 

fish. — jWlLLIAM  HeaBDEB. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — A  cold 
north-easterly  wind  with  rain  and  snow  have  been 
prevalent  during  the  week.  Trouting  in  the  western 
streams  commences  on  April  1,  and  the  water  holds 
some  good  fish.  The  Ouse,  above  Barcombe  Mills, 
and  the  Rother,  at  Selham,  are  worth  a  visit,  as 
several  good  fish  have  been  spotted.  At  Chichester 
Harbour  the  cold  weather  has  interfered  with 
sport,  but  a  few  good  sand  smelt  have  been 
taken,  also  a  fair  quantity  of  herrings.  These 
latter  give  good  sport  when  a  shoal  is  near 
the  shore  ;  they  take  smelt  bait  well.  For  many 
seasons  they  have  been  caught  here  in  March. 
Flounders  are  plentiful,  and  have  given  sport. 
Some  large  mullet  have  come  up  the  harbour — of 
71b.  or  Sib.,  and  one  of  close  upon  101b.  was  recently 


netted.  Bass  are  showing  about  Pilsea  piles,  and  a 
few  white  trout  have  been  caught. — Geobge  F. 
Salteb. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — River  in  very  good  order, 
but  wind  still  keeps  in  the  north-east.  Some  very 
good  baskets  of  trout  caught ;  largest  fish  21b.  lOoz. 
A  very  nice  salmon  of  201b.  was  caught  in  the 
Stone  Wall  pool.  Two  salmon  were  caught  a  little 
higher  up,  but  at  time  of  writing  weights  unknown. 
Many  fish  have  been  seen,  and  with  a  little  warmer 
weather  good  sport,  both  with  salmon  and  trout, 
should  be  had. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  it  having  gone 
down,  and  is  now  getting  into  better  order  since 
Monday.  The  weather  has  been  bitterly  cold,  and 
on  Sunday  evening  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  snow, 
and  followed  by  a  sharp  frost,  the  ice  being  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  thick ;  since  Monday  the 
wind  has  been  in  the  east,  and  anglers  have  not 
been  inclined  to  venture  out.  A  few  have  tried 
worm  and  maggot,  and  pike  have  been  tried  with 
live-bait.  Last  week  one  angler  landed  three  pike, 
one  61b,,  and  two  others  31b.  each ;  another  angler 
took  one  just  over  a  pound.  Trout  have  not  been 
feeding  well  at  all,  and  Uttle  sport  had.  Fly  fish- 
ing quiet.  With  warm  weather  sport  should  be 
good.  All  the  best  stretches  of  water  in  this 
district  are  being  taken  up  by  clubs.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order, 
but  sport  quiet  as  yet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  during  the  past  week  has  been 
in  good  order  for  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing. 
Mr.  Alfred  Parks,  The  Willows,  killed  a  fine  fresh 
salmon  of  12|lb.  on  the  Corbridge  Water.  Mr. 
Robert  Johnson,  the  old  Tyne  veteran  (over  seventy- 
one  years  old),  killed  on  theWylam  water  two  fresh 
run  salmon,  141b.  and  171b. ;  his  son,  Mr.  0. 
Johnson,  two  of  71b.  and  221b.  The  lure  was  fly, 
SUver  Wilkinson.  Some  fine  yellow  trout  have 
been  killed  on  the  North  Tyne  water,  lure  prin- 
cipally worm  ;  there  is  too  much  snow  water  for 
good  fly  fishing.  Some  good  trout  have  been  killed 
on  the  Wansbeck.  Mr.  Graham  had  a  fine  creel  of 
twelve  trout  with  worm  and  fly.  The  Coquet  is 
running  fine.  Some  good  takes  of  trout  are  recorded 
from  the  Felton  and  Acklington  water,  and  I  have 
heard  of  two  fresh  salmon  being  killed  on  the 
Warkworth  water. — Heney  A.  Mueton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  has  been  in  capital  con- 
dition since  my  last  report,  but  the  very  cold  and 
biting  north-easterly  wind  prevailing  prevented 
many  of  the  anglers  venturing  out.  Several  fair 
baskets  of  trout,  however,  have  been  taken.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  weather  looks  likely  to 
become  more  genial,  and  the  prospects  of  good 
sport  are  brighter.  No  salmon  have  as  yet  been 
taken.  Trout  successes:  March  23,  Mr.  John 
Bowen,  four  brace  ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  two  and  a 
half  brace  ;  March  24,  Mr.  F.  Williams,  three  and  a 
half  brace ;  March  26,  Mr.  F.  G.  Edmunds,  three 
and  a  half  brace;  March  28,  Mr.  John  Bowen, 
three  brace. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  should  be  in  order  for  the  fly  by  Monday, 
April  2.  Since  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  on 
the  Derwent,  the  weather  has  been  very  rough, 
strong  winds  with  snowstorms  on  most  days,  so 
that  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Several  trout 
have  been  caught  with  worm  from  private  arid 
public  waters  (previous  to  the  rough  weather),  in 
fair  condition  for  the  time  of  the  year.  There  are 
but  very  few  natural  flies  to  be  seen  at  present.  The 
prospect  for  the  fly  man  is  not  very  bright  as  yet. 
The  following  flies  should  be  useful : — February 
Red,  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Cock  Winged 

Dun. — DOITEREL. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Angling  has  been  quiet  since  last 
report.  On  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  also 
most  part  of  Monday,  there  was  a  blizzard  of 
wind,  rain,  hail,  and  snow,  consequently  very 
few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  Yore  has 
been  running  fairly  high  and  coloured,  and  in 
the  upper  reaches  very  few  anglers  have  been 
seen  out  owing  to  the  winterly  weather  which 
has  prevailed.  The  snow  has  fallen  on  the  hills, 
which  are  heavily  and  thickly  covered.  In  the  lower 
reaches  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill — at  Masham 
and  Ripon.  The  Wharfe  has  been  running  in  high 
water.  Very  few  rods  out  in  the  upper  reaches  at 
Grassington  and  Pool ;  at  the  latter  place,  in  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  Waters,  a  few  ardent  anglers 
were  out  on  March  24,  and  some  nice  sport  amongst 
the  trout  was  got  by  spinning  the  minnow  on 
"  Aerial "  flight.  Baskets  of  two  to  four  brace  were 
got,  Messrs.  J.  W.  Grassham,  J.  H.  Bazley,  and 
W.  J.  Grassham  meeting  with  best  results.  The 
river  Nidd  has  been  high  and  few  anglers  out. 
Sport  on  .this  stream  has  been  slow  owing  to  the 
boisterous  weather.  Reservoir  fishing  has  been 
followed  with  fair  results  at  Doe  Park  and  Leeming 
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at  Bradford.  Some  nice  sport  lias  also  been  met  with 
in  the  Holmfirth  reservoir.  Most  of  the  Yorkshire 
waters  will  be  opened  on  April  1.  Prospects  are 
bettor,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  we  have  had  a 
great  change  in  the  atmospheric  conditions,  the  sun 
shines  with  brilliancy,  and  all  our  streams  should  be 
in  excellent  condition  by  Saturday.  The  best  f^ies 
are  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  and 
Snipe  and  Purple,  also  Snipe  and  Orange. — John 
E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  and  Conon 
were  in  capital  ply  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
weather  was  so  cold  and  stormy  that  very  little 
angling  was  done.  Fishing  the  Home  beat  of  the 
Beaufort  Castle  waters,  on  March  20,  Captain  the 
Hon.  Hugh  Fraser,  of  Lovat,  had  a  clean  run 
salmon  of  91b.,  and  one  of  8Jlb.,  on  the  same  water, 
on  March  24.  The  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie  Brae 
rods  had  some  good  sea-trout  angling  on  the  tidal 
waters,  the  best  basket  scaling  121b.,  and  the  fish 
running  from  12oz.  up  to  21b.  3oz.  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Colonial  Secretary,  is  lessee  of  the  Home 
waters  for  April,  which  himself  and  friends  are  to 
fith  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  where  they  arrive 
on  April  2.  On  the  Conon  only  one  salmon  was 
landed,  a  fish  of  S^lb.,  but  several  nice  baskets  of 
sea-trout,  scaling  up  to  101b.,  were  had  by  local 
anglers,  the  average  weight  being  slightly  under 
lib.— A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  in  the  Willow 
pool,  Mr.  Adam  Keen,  Rowanburn,  killed  a  fine 
salmon  which  scaled  211b.,  on  the  Scottish  side  of 
the  Esk.  The  upper  waters  of  tho  association  were 
open  to  anglers  on  March  15,  but  for  the  first  few 
days  little  resulted.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  Liddle 
water,  Mr.  Tom  Steel  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
181b.,  below  Penton  Bridge,  close  to  the  Double  Pot. 
On  March  21,  Mr.  Adam  Keen  caught  a  salmon 
weighing  over  191b.  from  the  Cauldron  pool,  on  the 
Canonbie  side  of  the  Esk.  Towards  the  end  ol  last 
week  a  good  many  anglers  were  out,  although  the 
weather  was  cold  and  unfavourable  for  angling. 
Mr.  Makant  had  a  salmon  which  scaled  181b.  in  tho 
Netherby  water;  he  also  caught  some  kelts,  which 
were  returned  to  the  water.  These  fish  are  now 
making  their  way  to  the  salt  water  in  the  Solway 
Firth.  Sea-trout  will  no  doubt  be  running  by  the 
first  week  in  April.  Although  the  weather  is  bleak 
and  cold,  new  season  salmon  are  running  above 
average  weight  during  recent  years.  The  water  is 
in  order  for  the  fly. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.)<  — There 
was  a  renewal  of  the  snowstorm  a  few  days  ago. 
On  March  24  and  25  snow  fell  almost  without 
intermission.  There  have  also  been  high  winds 
alternating  with  keen  frosts.  Lord  Garioch  and 
party,  Belleville  House,  are  the  only  anglers  on  the 
river.  His  lordship  has.  landed  only  four  salmon 
since  his  arrival  three  weeks  ago,  and  only  nine 
salmon  on  the  whole  river  since  the  opening. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  has  been  somewhat  unsettled.  There  was  a 
renewal  of  the  snowstorm,  and  cold  northerly  winds 
prevailed.  In  the  beginning  of  the  present  week 
there  were  showers  of  snow  and  hail ;  but  on 
Tuesday  the  weather,  although  cold,  showed 
signs  of  improvement.  Consequently,  there  has 
been  little  done  at  the  rod  fishing  on  the 
River  Deveron.  The  water  is  not  so  heavy, 
and  of  a  better  colour,  and  with  a  continuance 
of  fine  weather  there  would  soon  be  a  change 
for  the  better  in  the  fishing.  A  slight  im- 
provement is  noted  in  the  net  fishings  on  the 
Deveron.  Since  the  water  began  to  get  lower  the 
nets  have  been  worked  regularly,  and  some  fine 
salmon  and  sea-trout  have  been  captured.  On  the 
coast  the  net  fishermen  have  experienced  great 
difficulty  in  replacing  the  damaged  nets  by  the 
recent  storm  at  the  various  stations.  There  is 
almost  daily  a  choppy  sea,  and  it  is  only  at  intervals 
that  the  fishermen  can  approach  the  nets  with 
safety.  At  some  of  the  stations  a  few  salmon  have 
been  got,  one  of  them  weighing  311b.,  the  heaviest 
caught  this  season.  They  are  of  splendid  quality, 
and  three  small  boxes  were  sent  to  the  market  for 
the  past  week. — H.  W. 

Iiooh  loeven  (Kinross).  —  The  recent  heavy 
rainfall  and  flood-water  which  entered  the  loch 
raised  it  almost  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the 
pier.  The  weather  has  been  dry  and  frosty 
during  the  past  four  or  five  days,  and  the 
loch  is  fast  falling  to  its  normal  level.  With 
the  continued  improvement  it  should  be  in 
fair  condition  for  angling  about  the  end  of  the 
first  week  in  April.  Should  the  weather  by  then  be 
at  all  favourable  it  is  probable  an  attempt  will  be 
made  with  tho  rod.  So  far  nothing  has  been  done. 
Mr.  J.  Why te,  manager  of  the  fishings,  has  deposited 
the  young  fry  from  the  Loch  Leven  Hatchery  into 
the  streams  of  the  loch.    The  fry  numbered  about 


280,000,  and  were  very  strong  and  healthy. — Robt. 
B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Foyers  on  March  22,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a 
salmon  of  151b.  On  March  22,  two,  27lb.  and  22ib. 
On  March  24,  two,  251b.  and  191b.— S.  Tilston- 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  19,  Col. 
Simmons,  London,  landed  a  salmon  of  151b.  On 
March  20,  Mr.  D.  A.  Cormack,  Leith,  one,  191b. 
On  March  21,  Mr.  J.  M.  R.  Francis,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  one,  231b. ;  Mr.  J.  Carswell,  Clydebank, 
one,  191b.  On  March  23,  Mr.  Harry  Bergen,  London, 
one,  161b.;  Mr.  S.  S.  Bergen,  London,  one,  211b. 
On  March  26,  Mrs.  Bergen,  London,  one,  171b. ; 
Mr.  S.  S.  Bergen,  one,  191b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Bergen,  one, 
191b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  S.  Stenhouse.  Fod,  one,  171b.  On 
March  27,  Mrs.  Bergen,  one,  2(>lb. — H.  J.  Knioht. 

Loch  Tay  (Lochay  Hotel). — On  March  21,  Mr. 
Murray,  Glasgow,  landed  a  salmon,  171b.  On 
March  23,  Mr.  Murray,  one,  161b.  On  March  24, 
Mr.  H.  Evans  Broad,  London,  one,  1 1  lb.  On 
March  26,  Mr.  H.  Evans  Broad,  one,  181b.  Loch  in 
splendid  ply,  and  recent  flood  has  evidently  brought 
up  a  new  run  of  splendid  fish.  It  is  many  years 
since  the  fishing  was  as  good,  and  this  new  run  of  fish 
will  certainly  extend  tho  season. — Wm.  Bennett. 

Lyon  (Fortin^all  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  March  22  Colonel  Foljambe,  London,  had 
a  salmon  of  221b.  taken  with  fly.  On  March  23, 
Mr.  S.  W.  Carlton,  London,  one  of  181b. ;  and  Mr. 
James  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  one  of  201b.,  taken  with 
fly  ;  and  on  March  24,  Mr.  S.  W.  Carlton,  London, 
one  of  171b.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  too 
low  for  angling  owing  to  frost  and  east  winds. — 
R.  Stew.^rt. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — River  in  good  trim, 
but  a  renewal  of  the  snowstorm  put  sport  down  on 
the  upper  waters  towards  the  end  of  the  week, 
although  it  was  good  on  the  lower  reaches,  where 
fish  are  still  quite  plentiful.  On  the  Blairs  section, 
Mr.  Gill  had  one  of  101b.  on  March  19,  Mr.  Cook 
one  of  91b.,  on  March  20,  and  Mr.  Littlejohn  one  of 
101b.  on  March  21.  They  have  had  fish  every  day 
out,  and  have  upwards  of  thirty  for  the  season, 
which  is  not  half  gone.  On  the  Kingcausie  section 
Professor  Cash  and  Miss  Fortescue  have  between 
them  landed  some  sixty  fiA,  the  heaviest  scaling 
2aib.  On  the  Cults  water,  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson,  M.  A., 
Cults,  had  a  nice  fish  on  Monday,  while  several 
have  also  been  got  on  the  Murtle  and  Hydropathic 
sections.  On  the  Mary  Culter  water,  Mr.  Gordon 
has  had  three,  four,  and  five  daily,  all  about  101b. 
apiece,  and  Mr.  H.  F.  de  Paravincini  and  party 
over  a  dozen  on  the  Park  waters.  On  the  Durris 
section,  Mr.  Meakin  had  five  fine  fish  to  his  own 
rod  on  March  22,  and  has  run  up  a  record  score  for 
the  season  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  On  the  Banchory 
reaches  several  good  days  have  been  had  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laing  on  the  Inchmarlo,  Lord  Penrhyn's 
guests  on  the  Cairnton,  and  Captain  Quintin  Dick 
on  the  Woodend  water,  whUe  fair  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  upper  reaches  as  far  as  Ballater,  but 
nothing  to  what  it  would  be  with  fresh  weather. 
Don. — The  river  was  in  capital  trim  all  the  week, 
but  is  now  getting  somewhat  small  on  account  of 
the  overnight  frosts.  On  the  Pitmedden  water. 
Grant  (keeper)  had  one  of  121b.  on  March  21",  one 
of  181b.  on  March  22,  and  one  of  131b.  on  March  26, 
along  with  fine  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  On  the 
adjacent  beat  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay,  Aberdeen,  creeled 
a  fine  fish  of  121b.,  and  Mr.  Mcintosh  another  of 
101b.  On  the  Beadleston  section  Mr.  McKilligan, 
Boxburn,  creeled  three  of  about  121b.  each,  while 
several  have  been  got  on  the  Kintore  and  Inverurie 
sections.  On  the  Balbithans  water,  the  Aberdeen 
Trout  Angling  Association  have  made  a  fair  com- 
mencement, although  the  weather  was  of  the 
stormiest  nature  possible  on  March  24.  Mr.  Forbes, 
Aberdeen,  had  sixteen  fine  brown  trout,  several 
upwards  of  1  lb.  in  weight.  The  others  were  poorly 
fished.  On  the  Dyce  water,  Mr.  James  D.  Mackay, 
Aberdeen,  had  several  nice  trout  up  to  |lb.  on 
Tuesday,  but  the  excessively  cold  weather  has 
literally  driven  anglers  oS  the  waters.  Ythan. — 
On  Ellon  Castle  water,  on  March  24 — the  closing 
day  to  the  public — Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  and  others  had 
some  good  trout  up  to  Jib.  in  weight.  Too  much 
snow-water  for  the  best  being  made  of  the  fine 
head  of  fish  now  forward ;  with  a  spell  of  fresh 
weather  angling  would  literally  boom  all  round. 
— G.  M. 

Shin  (Inverau,  N.B.). — Between  frosts,  snow- 
storms, and  floods  the  river  has  been  completely  out 
of  order  for  more  than  a  month.  It  was  in  full 
flood  for  more  than  three  weeks.  The  following 
have  been  the  only  fish  caught  since  the  opening  : — 
On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  A.  Lees,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
one  salmon,  Q^lb.,  and  Mr.  Hartley  Lees,  one  of 
9lb.  On  Feb.  28,  Mr.  A.  Lees  landed  an  ll-pounder. 
No  sport  since  then  except  one  salmon  which 
weiglied  31  Jib.,  landed  by  Mr.  Proctor  on  March 
M.    Weather  still  unsettled. — B. 


South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — Angling  in 
the  Mount  Annan  portion  on  March  21,  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dironi's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  landed  the  finest 
spring  salmon  caught  in  the  Annan  this  season, 
weighing  171b.  On  the  previous  day  the  same 
angler  hooked  and  lost  a  smaller  spring  fish.  In 
this  part  of  the  river,  as  also  in  all  the  lower 
sections,  there  are  few  salmon  k^lts,  but  in  the 
higher  waters  they  are  exceedingly  plentiful.  In  the 
lower  waters  at  Northfield  stream  on  March  23  Mr. 
James  Loudon  landed  a  spring  salmon  of  9lb.  Mr. 
Johnstone  had  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  waters  on  March  24.  Mr.  Mackenzie 
had  a .  similar  basket  on  the  previous  day. 
In  the  Moffat  stretch  local  anglers  are  getting  a 
few  yellow  trout.  The  Dumfbies  Nith. — Anglers 
have  had  better  catches,  as  the  trout  are  rising 
freely.  There  are  no  reports  as  to  any  spring 
salmon  being  landed.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  section 
a  goodly  number  of  salmon  kelts  are  in  the  pools. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Little  has  been  done  in 
the  rivers  of  the  district  of  Galloway. — Heather- 
bell. 

Spey  (Aberlonr). — Sine  3  last  report  the  weather 
conditions  here  have  been  variable.  The  water  was 
rather  muddy  in  the  eailier  part  of  the  week  for 
fishing,  but  has  gradually  been  falling  since.  On 
Saturday  (March  24)  there  was  a  fresh  fall  of  snow, 
which,  however,  was  not  sufficient  to  seriously  affect 
the  river.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water  a  salmon 
of  9Jlb.  was  killed  on  March  20,  and  two  of  101b. 
and  14Ib.,  respectively,  on  March  27,  by  keeper 
James  Reid,  fishing  on  behalf  of  the  proprietor. — • 
N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  recent  spate  on  the 
river  has  practically  disappeared,  and  with  the 
decreased  volume  anglers  are  again  busy.  On  the 
Tulchan  water,  Mr.  Innes,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon 
of  about  81b.  ;  on  the  Piccroy  water,  Mr.  Daun 
two  of  71b.  and  lOlb.  ;  and  on  the  Carron  water, 
Mr.  Grant,  fisherman,  one  of  11  Jib.  ;  and  from  the 
Laggan  water,  Mr.  Harry  Cumming,  fi-iherman, 
landed  two  of  61b.  and  71b.  respectively  ;  from  the 
Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Duncan,  fi-iherman,  one 
of  81b.  ;  and  from  the  Easter  Elchies,  Major  Grant, 
Glengrant,  one  of  71b.  LossiE. — Since  the  spate, 
anglers  on  the  Lo.ssie  have  also  been  enjoying  good 
sport,  several  having  been  fortunate  in  securing 
large  catches,  and  fish  from  1  lb.  to  21b.  weight 
were  quite  common. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
been  dry  but  cold.  Since  the  flood  reported  last 
week  the  river  has  been  in  excellent  order,  and  fine 
sport  obtained.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
principal  takes  for  week  ending  March  27 : — 
Edradynate. — Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston,  fishing  this 
stretch,  killed  four  fish,  of  251b.,  20ilb.,  181b., 
and  181b.,  on  March  21  ;  one,  of  151b.,  on  March  23  ; 
and  another,  of  21  lb.,  on  March  26.  Upper 
Grandtully. — Mr.  R.  D.  de  Uphaugh  landed 
two  fish,  201b.  and  171b ,  on  March  22.  Pit- 
nacree. — Major  H.  J.  Pearith  got  one  fish,  161b., 
on  March  20,  and  another  of  141b.  on  Dalguise  on 
March  21.  Dalguise. — Mr.  G.  M.  Cox  captured 
four  fish  of  241b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  on  March 
22,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Herring  one  of  131b.  Upper 
DuNKELD. — Fishing  this  beat  on  March  23,  Mr. 
Wra.  Herring  got  one,  171b.,  and  Major  Haynes  two 
of  231b.  and  101b.  on  March  24.  Lower  Dunkeld. — 
Mr.  Herring  got  one,  231b.,  on  March  21,  and  two  of 
221b.  and  l9lb.  on  22nd,  while  Mr.  Jack  had  two  of 
191b.  and  151b.  on  23rd.  Mdrthly.— Mr.  E.  J. 
Game  caught  one  fish,  21  lb.  on  2l8t ;  one  of  I71b. 
on  22nd;  and  two  of  171b.  and  161b.  on  23rd;  while 
Mr.  A.  H.  B.  Constable  got  one,  171b.,  on  26th,  and 
another  of  18lb.  on  27th.  Delvine.— Mr.  Grahame 
Whitelaw  killed  one  fish,  2Ulb.,  on  24th  inst.,  and 
his  boatman  one,  151b.,  on  22nd  and  another  of  141b. 
on  23rd.  Stanley.— Fishing  the  upper  and  lower 
beats  alternately  Mr.'Roderick  Macdonald  caught  two 
fish,21  lb.  and  181b.,onMarch  21;  three  of  16Jlb.,lolb., 
and  81b.,  on  March  23  ;  and  one  of  21  lb.  on  March 
24  :  while  Lord  Dalhous-ie  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 
got  three  of  25lb.,  181b.,  and  16lb.  on  March  28 ; 
and  the  boatman  one  of  181b.  on  March  26.  Ben- 
chill. — Mr.  Coverdale,  fishing  this  beat  on  March  22, 
got  one  fish  of  23lb.  Battleby. — Mr.  Archibald 
Coats'  boatmen  caught  one  fish,  91b.,  on  March  21, 
and  another,  of  131b.,  on  March  26  on  the  upper 
beat;  and  one  12Jlb.  on  March  24,  and  another, 
22Jlb.  on  March  27  on  the  lower  beat.  River 
Tummel. — Fishing  the  Faskally  water,  Mr.  N. 
McDonald  had  one  salmon  of  13lb.  on  March  19, 
one  of  16ib.  on  March  20,  and  two  of  141b.  and 
171b.  on  March  21,  while  Mr.  Maitland  Scott, 
fishing  on  Fisher's  water,  got  one  of  161b.  on 
March  23.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — During  the  past  week  this 
river  has  been  running  in  perfect  order,  and  capital 
sport  has  been  got.  No.  8  Beat. — Commander  J. 
H.  Dormer  captured  one  fi-sh  of  191b.  on  March  22. 
No.  7  Beat. — Mr.  H.  P.  Green  got  one  of  lOlb.  on 
March  24 ;  Mr.  J.  Edwards  Moss,  two  of  91b.  and 
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71b.,  on  March  26;  and  Mr.  Crossfield.  one  of  101b., 
on  March  27.  Xo.  6  Beat. — Mr.  Croasfield  had 
one  of  11  lb.  on  March  22 ;  Mr.  Thurburn,  two  of 
221b.  and  lOlb.,  on  March  23  ;  and  Commander 
Dormer,  one  of  lOJlb.,  on  March  24.  No.  5  Be.\t. 
— Mr.  Finlayson  had  one  of  13Jlb.  on  March  2.S. 
No.  4  Beat. — Mr.  Poplehad  one  of  QJb.  on  March  21 ; 
Mr.  J.  E.  Moss,  one  of  lOlb.,  on  March  22  ;  Mr. 
Cros36eld,  one  of  8 Jib.,  on  March  23;  and  Mr.  H. 
p.  Green,  two  of  91b.  and  91b.,  on  March  24. 
No.  3  Beat. — Mr.  Crossfield  had  one  of  8J!b.  on 
March  24;  Commander  Dormer,  two  of  lOJtb.  and 
lOIb.,  on  March  26.  No.  2  Beat. — Mr.  Haig  got 
one  of  lOJlb.,  on  March  23.  No.  1  Bfat.— Mr.  H. 
p.  Green  had  one  of  9|lb.  on  March  22;  Mr.  Thor- 
burn,  one  of  9ilb.,  on  March  2lj;  and  Commander 
Dormer,  one  of  291b.,  on  March  27. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  ZbiTer  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week  was  good,  but  for 
the  past  few  days  the  water  has  fallen  away  very 
rapidly.  On  the  open  waters  at  Ballineen  Mr.  W. 
Bennett  had  one  salmon,  11  lb. ;  Mr.  R.  Lombard, 
one,  81b. ;  Mr.  E.  Gillman,  two,  81b.  and  lOJlb.  ; 
Mr.  Gamble,  one,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Garvy,  two,  101b. 
and  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  Shorten,  three,  101b.,  lllb.,and 
181b. ;  at  Dromovane,  Mr.  D.  Wren,  three,  7lb., 
91b.,  and  131b.;  at  Desert,  Dr.  Smith,  two,  Ulb. 
and  181b. ;  at  Manch,  Mr.  Fountain,  three,  101b., 
171b.,  and  181b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Jameson,  one,  81b. ;  and 
Mr.  J.  O.  Jameson,  thirteen,  221b..  17lb.,  161b., 
lolb.,  131b.,  111b.,  81b.,  81b,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b., 
Md  71b.  ;  at  Enniskeane,  Mr.  McCarthy,  two, 
101b.  and  lolb.  ;  at  Woodlands,  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley, 
two,  811b.  and  lejlb. ;  at  Cor  Castle.  Mr.  Stephen- 
son, 11  Jib.  ;  at  Baxter's  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Gallivan, 
one,  7Jlb.  ;  and  at  Innishannon,  Mr.  F.  C.  Stenning, 
one,  9ilb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Drying  east  wind, 
frost  at  night,  and  bright  sunshine,  prevailed  during 
the  week,  and  in  consequence  the  tributaries  are 
reduced  to  summer  level,  and  trout  are  rising  bodily, 
as  the  intense  coldness  of  the  water  prevents  natural 
flies  coming  to  the  surface.  The  main  stream  fell 
eight  inches  but  it  is  yet  bank- full,  and  none  of  the 
sections  will  be  low  enough  for  the  fly  to  be  used 
for  trout  before  the  end  of  the  coming  month.  Pike 
are  very  plentiful,  and  many  of  these  cannibals  are 
congregated  in  and  around  the  mouths  of  the 
breeding  tributaries  waiting  for  the  descending 
smolts,  few  of  which  will  ever  reach  the  sea.  No 
spring  salmon  have  yet  ascended. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Beirut  and  District.  —  The  past  week  was 
bitterly  cold,  and  practically  nothing  was  done  on 
river,  lake,  or  re^-ervoir.  Natural  flies  are  very 
scarce  on  the  rivers,  and  in  the  keen  northerlj'  and 
easterly  winds  trout  show  little  inclination  to  rise. 
A  good  rainfall  is  badly  needed  to  put  the  rivers  in 
order  [and  raise  the  temperature.  On  March  24, 
850  Loch  Leven  and  Lough  Corrib  trout  were  turned 
into  Ballykeel  Lough  Erne,  one  of  the  lakes  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwatar  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  in 
good  order  during  the  week,  but  the  weather  has 
not  been  at  all  favourable — wind  north-east  and 
blowing  very  strong.  Mr.  Richard  Grove  Annesloy, 
on  his  water  at  KillavuUen,  had  excellent  sport, 
landing,  on  March  20,  four  salmon,  161b.,  201b., 
251b.,  and  301b. ;  on  March  21,  two,  23Jlb.  and  301b. ; 
on  March  22,  two,  8!b.  and  121b.  ;  on  March  24, 
two,  161b.  and  291b. ;  and  on  March  2.5,  two,  231b! 
and  2.51b.  On  the  MocoUop  water.  Sir  Montague 
Chapman,  on  March  23,  two,  14Jlb.  and  16|lb.  ;  on 
March  24,  two,  221b.  and  301b.  ;  on  March  25,  one, 
81b.  ;  and  on  March  26,  one,  lOJIb.  On  Mr. 
Dennehys,  Upper  Kilbarry  water,  Mr.  F.  W.  Luoas 
had  two,  16Jlb.  and  9 Jib.  At  Fermoy,  Mr.  H.  D. 
Thorneycroft,  one,  271b.  On  the  upper  waters 
about  Mallow,  sport  was  also  fair. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Angling  on  this  section  during 
the  past  week  has  been  carried  on  under  the  most 
adverse  conditions,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather, 
and  the  river  being  so  low,  and  the  little  sport  that 
was  enjoyed  was  on  the  most  favoured  sheltered 
reaches.  On  Stackallan,  Mr.  Gore  had  three,  average 
about  201b.  each.  On  Lower  Black  Castla,  Mr 
Hutton  had  four,  of  231b.,  201b.,  191b.,  and  Hlb. 
On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Sir  Francis  Ley  had  three, 
of  261b.,  26!b.,  and  171b.;  his  guest  had  three,  of 
261b.,  251b.,  and  191b.,  and  the  fishermen  two,  of 
101b.  each.  Beyond  these  fish  I  can  hear  of  no 
others  being  caught. — Boyne  Ranger. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).— Mr.  A.  Stubbs 
landed  one  salmon  weighing  Ulb.  on  March  27. 
Fro.sty  weather  spoiled  the  fishing  during  the  past 
week,  although  the  river  is  now  in  fine  fishing  order, 
and  fresh  run  salmon  are  coming  in  plentifully  and 
passing  through  tho  river  to  Lough  Melvin. — M. 

Boa  AN  AND  SON.S. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
e<mtinue3  in  fine  ,trouting  order,  and  Colonel  Car- 


pendale.  Captain  Auchinleek,  the  Master  Crawfords 
and  other  anglers  are  enjoying  good  sport  amongst 
the  trout. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Eillamey.  — The  weather  is  still  very  much 
against  angling.  Snow  has  fallen  and  the  sur- 
rounding mountains  are  capped  with  it.  Fair 
sport  notwithstanding  has  been  had  at  salmon,  but 
has  been  principally  confined  to  local  fishermen. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  River  (oo.  Cork). — Weather  very  cold  and 
unfavourable  ;  north-east  wind,  and  blowing  very 
strong.  The  water  has  fallen  very  rapidly  during 
the  week,  and  some  rain  is  much  needed.  During 
the  week  the  following  salmon  were  landed : — On 
Ashton  water.  Mr.  H.  Sargent,  one,  81b. ;  and  Mr. 
C.  Ashe,  one,  lOlb.  On  Nettleville  water,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Morant,  five,  81b.  to  41b.  On  Carhue  water.  Master 
Godfrey  Pike,  two,  19lb.  and  221b.  On  Rooves, 
Mr.  M.  Lj'on,  one,  lOlb.  On  Farran,  Colonel 
Adamson,  three,  81b.,  lOlb.,  and  lOJlb.  On  Fargus 
water,  Mr.  Sam  Haynes,  a  magnificent  fish  of 
30 Jibs. ;  Major  C.  E.  Wilson,  Durham  Light 
Infantry,  two,  7J!b.  and  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  C.  D. 
Shafto,  Durham  Light  Infantry,  one,  101b.  On 
Castleinch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  101b.  On  Clashaneur, 
Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one,  101b.  On  the  Carbery  water, 
Mr.  J.  Walsh,  one,  111b.  On  Ardrum  water, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Hawkes,  one,  101b.  On  Weir  Stream,  Mr. 
M.  Lyons,  two,  71b.  and  81b.  ;  and  Captain  Reiss, 
one,  7Jlb.  At  Carrigrohane,  Mr.  Pope,  one,  91b.  ; 
and  at  the  Water  Works,  Mr.  J.  McAulifie,  one, 
61b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lennan  (co.  Donegal). — Fishing  the  Ramelton 
Pool  from  March  1  to  March  24  the  Earl  of  Eglinton 
and  Winton  killed  nine  salmon,  121b.,  131b.,  121b., 
8Jlb.,  101b.,  101b.,  Ulb.,  8Jlb.,  and  91b.  Mr. 
Charles  Grant,  two,  81b.  and  101b.  ;  the  Hon.  F.  C. 
Montgomerie,  three,  141b.,  111b.,  and  91b. — 
M.  A.  McCkeadie. 

Iiongh  Corxib  (Eilbeg,  co.  Oalway). —  Not 
much  fishing  here  since  the  season  opened — Feb.  1. 
Last  week  was  unfavourable  for  {routing.  One 
angler  had  a  nice  basket  of  trout  in  one  day,  the 
largest  weighed  41b.  The  local  fishermen  had  a 
great  time  with  the  pike.  Several  large  ones  were 
killed  by  spears  and  other  weapons,  the  largest 
turned  the  scale  at  311b.  Cold,  dry  easterly  wind 
weather,  with  sharp  frost  at  night,  prevails.  A  few 
showers  would  improve  fishing. — -T.  M. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  ( Water ville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  is  showing  much  improvement,  and  it  is  now 
believed  that  the  lake  holds  a  respectable  number 
of  salmon.  Fly-fishing  has  not  been  much  practised 
owing  to  the  violent  north-easterly  winds.  On 
Lough  Currane  on  March  20,;  Denis  Currane  had 
one  salmon,  121b.  On  March  21,  Stephen  T.  Hug- 
gard,  two,  15jlb.  and  8Jlb.  ;  Denis  Currane,  one, 
8Jlb.  On  March  22.  Ned  Dennehy,  two,  11  Jib.  and 
9Jlb.  On  March  23,  D<^nis  Currane,  one,  11  Jib. 
On  March  25  Thomas  Sullivan,  one,  111b.  On  the 
river  Inny  a  few  nice  takes  of  brown  trout  were  had 
last  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Longb  Melvin. — Some  trouting  was  enjoyed 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  ConoUy  landed  a 
trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  5|lb.  on  March  23.  The  lake 
is  at  present  in  perfect  salmon  fishing  order,  and 
now  the  weather  is  fine  and  prospects  of  sport 
good. — M.  RooAN  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Iiakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  fairly  good  on  all  the  above  waters. 
The  following  were  the  best  baskets  recorded  last 
week : — On  Drenane,  one  of  tWenty  brown  trout. 
On  Cummeravanig,  one  of  twenty-two.  On 
Coomavoher,  one  of  twenty-nine.  On  Coomcatcum, 
one  of  twenty-three.  On  Filealongha,  one  of 
nineteen. — T.  J.  D. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  open  to-morrow 
(April  1)  for  trout  fishing.  At  the  time  of  writing 
tho  rivers  are  running  down  under  the  influence  of 
frost  and  the  easterly  winds,  so  that  if  a  change 
come  not  soon  the  season  will  not  open  auspiciously. 
From  reports  to  hand  it  seems  that  there  is  a  fair 
stock  of  trout  in  the  river,  particularly  the  reaches 
above  and  below  Newtonatewart. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
past  week  was  fair,  some  largo  fish  bemg  got  in  the 
weirs  and  a  few  good  fish  taken  with  the  rod  on  the 
lower  reaches.  Trout  fishing  has  been  fair,  some 
good  baskets  being  taken  with  the  fly.  Lough  Conn 
fished  fairly  well  last  week,  a  few  large  fisli  being 
got — one  of  15lb.  on  March  23,  and  on  March  24 
one  of  161b.  Some  good  fishing  is  expected  during 
the  week  as  the  water  is  in  good  order. — J ohn 
Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Fine  weather  has  visited  us  here  for  the 
past  week,  which  brought  the  river  into  splendid 
fishing  order.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  a  number 
of  kelts,  and  broke  his  fly  in  a  spring  fish. 
Two  salmon  have  been  got  on  the  loughs,  111b., 
141b.  spinning.  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  McHale 
had    some  very  fine    trout,  heaviest   3Jlb.,  on 


the  lough.  There  are  a  good  many  3almr)n  in 
the  pools  on  the  river,  and  the  weirs  are  getting 
fair  catches.  Both  loughs  are  in  grand  order  now 
for  fishing.  Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  wpre  got  on 
Lough  Talt,  best  basket  thirty-six.  Mr.  Berry 
had  three  jack,  lllb.,  141b.,  181b.  Weather  and 
water  are  in  good  condition  now  for  anglers. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — There  Ls  nothing  worth 
reporting  this  year  here,  not  a  single  salmon  has 
been  taken  by  rod  and  line,  or  even  by  licensed 
netsmen,  and,  of  course,  everyone  is  offering 
reasons,  for  which  the  true  one  is  not  hard  to  find. 
There  has  been  some  nice  takes  of  trout  on  cross- 
lines  on  Lough  Ree,  as  much  as  31  lb.  in  one  day 
per  boat,  also  a  few  trout  taken  on  small  tribu- 
taries, mostly  on  worm. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — During  the  week  the 
weather  has  been  dry  with  sharp  winds  and  occa- 
sional sprinkling  showers  of  snow ;  water  gradually 
dropping  down  to  nice  level.  On  Hermitage  the 
fishermen  got  three  salmon,  241b.,  221b.,  371b.  On 
Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  four  salmon,  141^., 
271b.,  291b.,  301b.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  27Jlb.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  five  salmon,  301b.,  121b.,  361b.,  421b.,  15Jlb. 
On  the  World'send  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon, 
25Jlb.  On  Woodlands  the  fishermen  killed  two 
salmon,  231b.,  321b. — John  Enright  a^td  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  still  very  cold  for 
amateur  fishing,  and  although  there  are  a  few  fish 
about,  there  are  no  fishermen.  We  have  had  some 
nice  hauls  of  turbot  by  the  Brixham  trawlers  and 
some  hundreds  of  pairs  of  soles  by  the  Cornish 
boats.  We  shall  soon  find  the  advantage  of  the 
bays  being  thrown  open  again.  Some  few  mackerel 
have  been  taken,  but  they  are  a  long  way  off  yet. 
Some  of  the  drifc  boats,  however,  to  the  westward 
have  been  more  fortunate,  and  some  of  the  seiners 
have  had  some  good  catches  of  mullet,  which  were 
sent  to  London,  and  realised  good  prices.  There 
were  also  some  very  fine  bass  amongst  the  catch. — 
William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate.  —  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  week  owing  to  the  more  than  indifferent 
weather,  and  sport  has  not  been  good.  Mr.  Laker, 
however,  has  done  well  with  the  schooling  bass  in 
the  outer  harbour,  getting  from  one  to  two  score 
on  a  tide,  with  a  few  pollack.  Wind  north-east 
and  unsettled. — -Grey  Mullet. 

Walton-on-Naze. — Blow  and  snow  have  been  the 
chief  events  of  last  week,  but  still  a  record  of  the 
season  for  codling.  Mr.  J.  Polley  had  the  record 
fish,  4|lb.,  a  few  nights  ago.  Mr.  Houghton  has 
done  well  on  different  occasions.  Mr.  Brown  had 
three  codling  on  paternoster  at  one  time,  and  got 
them  safely  on  the  pier.  On  March  27,  Mr.  C. 
Wood,  ten,  weighing  12jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Polley,  ten; 
Mr.  A.  Cole,  eight.  Mr.  Pate  had  a  good  few  on 
several  evenings,  and  others  have  done  well.  A  big 
ebb  or  two  last  week,  and  plenty  of  whelks  picked 
up.  I  had  a  lobster  brought  me  weighing  about 
2.|lb.,  which  was  in  splendid  condition. — J.  R. 
RoBJNSON  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  cic. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  ivill  he  ^JitfcKs/tetZ  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  13.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "first"  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  11. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  on  March  21.  The 
statement  of  accounts  for  quarter  ending  December 
25  last  showed  that  the  society  was  making 
very  satisfactory  progrsss.  The  chairman,  who 
had  attended  the  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Anglers' 
Association,  was  thanked  for  his  report.  A  new 
member  was  elected.  The  result  of  the  final  round 
for  the  club  championship  cup  was  announced, 
and  the  winner  warmly  congratulated  on  his  success. 
On  March  25  we  fished  a  "  sides  "  match  at  Hare- 
field — chvilD  and  roach  only — in  wintry  weather, 
but  very  few  fish  were  taken.  During  the  past 
season  fishing  results,  generally  speaking,  have  been 
poor,  although  daring  the  summer  months  some 
good  fish  were  taken  in  \-arious  parts  of  the  society's 
fishery.  Trout  fishing  opens  on  April  1  in  the 
Harefield  section  of  the  club  water. — E.  B. 

Briny  Anglers'  Association. 
The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  above  association 
was  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the  club,  the  Lord 
Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.,  being 
presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  who  was 


234 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


March  31,  1906 


supported  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Central  Association), 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  "),  Mr.  R.  G.  Graham 
(Southend),  Mr.  F.  J.  Bursill  (South  London  Mail), 
Messrs.  A.  Abrahams  and  R.  Jacobs  (Anglo-French 
Piscatorials),  and  many  others  well  known  in  the 
angling  world.  After  the  dinner  and  the  loyal  toast 
had  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  Wade  proposed,"  The 
Briny  Anglers'  Association."    In  response,  Mr.  E. 
Owen  Jones  stated  that  during  the  four  years  of 
the  club's  existence  it  had  not  been  in  such  a 
flourishing  condition  as  at  present,  which  certainly 
appeared  to  be  the  case  when  one  looked  at  tlie 
numerous  prizes  which  had  been  won  during  the 
season,  and  which  were  arrayed  on  a  table  at  the 
end  of  the  room.    The  chairman  then  presented 
the  prizes,  the  recipients  being  Messrs.  Douglas, 
Doughty,    Eaton,    Jones,    Lawrence,  Munnings, 
Poole,  Ryan,  Soper,  Smith,  Spence,  and  Westwood. 
The  toast  of  "The  Visitor-s"  was  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
Graham  and  Bursill,  both  of  whom  asked  the  secre- 
tary to  include  them  in  the  list  of  donors  of  prizes 
during  the  coming  season.    "  Dragnet,"  replying 
to    the    toast    of    "  The    Press,"  congratulated 
the  club  on  having   such  energetic  ofiicers.l  and 
predicted  great  success  for  the  club  in  the  future. 
An  excellent  programme  of  music  had  been  arranged 
by  the  musical  director,  Mr.  W.  Ryan.    The  next 
monthly  outing  (April)  will  take  the   form  of  a 
Pier  Competition  at  Brighton,  on  April  16.  The 
usual  prizes  are  offered.    London  Bridge,  9.30  a.m. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  (March  27),  when  Mr.  E.  P. 
Beamont   presided,  the   particularly  good  atten- 
dance  being   doubtless   owing   to   the  promised 
lantern   entertainment   and  lecture  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Grubb,  previous  to  which  item  a  short  ordinary 
meeting  of  the  society  was  held,  when,  though 
fishing  reports  were  non-existent,  several  important 
matters    were    discussed.      The    hon.  secretary 
stated  that  respecting  the  proposed  obnoxious  Lea 
Valley  Bill,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  had  been  held,  at  which  it  was  decided, 
wholly  or  partially,  to  withdraw  for  the  current 
session  the  objectionable  proposals.     A  beautiful 
copy  of  Mr.  Edward  Marston's  last  delightful  work — 
"  Fishing  for  Pleasure,  and  Catching  it  " — was  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  the  author,  a  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  being  awarded  for  this  handsome 
present.    The    chairman    presented    Mr.    J.  K. 
Bohling  with  the  large  silver  medal  of  the  societj', 
awarded  for  a  fine  roach  taken  at  the  society's 
Wraysbury  Fishery.    The  important  item  of  the 
evening — the  lecture  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb — con- 
sisted of  two  portions  ;   in  the  first  was  included 
a  capital  account  of  many  of  the  Broads,  the  River 
Bure,  and  adjacent  scenery,  beautifully  illustrated 
by  many  most  charming  photographs,  the  second 
portion  being  devoted  to  angling  generally,  and  to 
the  C.L.P.S.,  its  members,  and  fishery  at  Wraysbury 
in  particular — a  wealth  of  beautiful  original  photo- 
graphs   being    exhibited.      Continuous  applause 
greeted  Mr.  Grubb  throughout  his  most  entertain- 
ing lecture,  and  an  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  at 
the  close  testified  to  the  great  delight  received  by 
the  extensive  audience.    After  the  lecture,  many 
capital  songs,  recitations,  etc.,  were  most  success- 
fully   given    by    the    following : — Miss  Newman 
(encored),  and   Messrs.  Peters,  Frost  White,  and 
G.  H.  Green.    Miss  Wolff,  the  fair  winner  of  the 
"jBickerdyke  "  cup  of  the  B.S.A.,  was  present,  being 
also  a  member  of  the  C.L.P.S.,  and  was  alluded  to 
in  a  charming  way  by  the  chairman,  as  illustrating 
what  ladies  can  effect  in  practical  fishing.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  very  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the'  chairman,   closed  a  notable  and 
remarkably  successful  meeting.    A  paper  by  Mr. 
R.  M'Tntosh  will  be  read  on  Tuesday  evening  next. 
—-Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Atkinson  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  (March  27).  It  was 
decided  that  the  dinner  to  mark  the  opening  of  the 
trout  season  should  be  held  at  the  Black  Horse,  Ches- 
ham,  at  7  p.m.,  on  Saturday,  April  7.  Members  who 
propose  being  present  should  comnuinicate  with 
the  hon.  sec.  in  order  that  arrangements  may  be 
made.  During  the  evening  it  was  mentioned  that 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board's  (Lea  Valley)  Bill 
was  abandoned  for  the  present,  at  which  there  was 
naturally  som  rejoicing,  for  opinion amongst 
anglers  is  that  n  their  interests,  at  least,  it  must  act 
prejudicially.  A  few  good  fishing  reports  came  to 
hand,  the  successful  anglers  being  Dr.  Spencer  and 
Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond,  who,  in  spite  of  the  weather, 
ventured  out  and  met  with  the  success  they  so  well 
deserved.  The  dinner  on  Tuesday  (April  3)  is  at 
seven  sharp. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
March  28.    With  the  end  of  the  week  comes  the 
end  of  the  Highbury  angling  season,  but  aa  trout 


fishing  commences  on  the  Thames  on  April  1, 
members  need  only  change  the  stalwart  roach-pole 
for  the  trout-rod.  and  leaving  the  poor  old  Lea 
under  the  protection  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and  his 
numerous  supporters,  pay  their  attentions  to  her 
more  active  and  attractive  sister  Thames.  The 
season,  as  regards  the  capture  of  specimen  fish, 
may  bo  regarded  as  most  satisfactory,  though  not  a 
record  one,  forty-eight  specimen  and  twelve  modal 
fish  having  graced  the  club  scales  in  the  last  twelve 
months.  Mr.  G.  Westnip  takes  the  premier  place 
and  the  challenge  cup  with  16J  points  to  his  credit. 
Tha  other  cups  and  prizes  for  specimen  fish  will  be 
decided  by  ballot  at  next  Wednesday's  meeting. 
The  annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on  April  18, 
when  the  chair  will  be  taken  and  business  trans- 
acted at  8.30  prompt. — G.  R. 

M.\tlock  and  Cromfobd  Angling  Association. 

This  association  has  this  day  (March  27)  dis- 
tributed in  their  water  the  two-year-old  fario 
bought  from  the  Arrow  Fishery,  Pombridge,  Here- 
fordshire. Thoy  were  despatched  from  the  fishery 
at  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March  27,  and 
arrived  at  Cromford  at  1.37  ^without  any  loss, 
an  attendant  accompanying  them.  Messrs.  ,W.  J. 
Hare,  J.  Clay,  Samuel  Thompson,  Bernard  Prince, 
and  the  secretary,  Henry  Cooper,  received  them, 
and  conveyed  them  to  different  parts  of  the  water, 
the  Bonnie  Birchwood  stream  receiving  its  proper 
quota.  Everyone  interested  in  the  operation  were 
united  in  the  expression  of  opinion  that  the  fish 
were  a  grand,  lot  and  in  first-class  condition,  many 
of  them  well  over  9in.  and  upwards.  With  those 
t>irned  in  previously,  the  association's  water  is  now 
well  stocked,  and  promises  good  sport  to  those  who 
may  fish  it  during  the  coming  season.  There  are 
vacancies  for  four  or  five  new  members. 


REPORTS  RE  RIVERS  IN  NORWAY,  1906. 

From  Bachke  and  Co.,  Trondhjem,  March  23. 

"  We  can  only  report  that  all  fishing  rivers  are 
still  frozen  up,  and  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  snow 
in  all  districts." 

From  G.  Bibkeland,  Christiansund,  March  2L 
"  In  answer  to  your  favour,  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  I  have  got  the  very  best  information  from  my 
friends  in  the  fishing  districts  ns  to  the  state  of  the 
rivers.  They  say  that  a  tremendous  lot  of  snow 
has  fallen  lately,  and  in  consequence  the  fishermen 
believe  that  the  rivers  will  be  full  of  water  for 
most  part  of  the  summer,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
coming  salmon  fishing  season  are  good." 

From  Ole  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  March  7. 
"  I  beg  to  report  the  following: — All  over  Nord- 
land  there  is  a  good  deal  of  snow.  The  stock  of 
snow  in  the  Trondhjem  district  was  until  lately 
as  in  an  ordinary  year,  and  far  from  being  as  big 
as  last  year,  but  during  the  la«t  week  or  two  there 
have  been  some  great  snowfalls  in  the  Trondhjem 
and  Romsdal  districts,  so  that  the  quantity  of 
snow  should  surpass  that  of  an  ordinary  year. 
Also  in  Southern  Norway,  where  a  few  weeks  ago 
there  was  hardly  any  snow,  the  recent  storms  have 
left  a  fair  stock  of  snow.  In  this  district  all 
mountains  are  covered  with  snow,  in  some  places 
so  much  so  that  the  saeters  on  the  high  mountains 
are  hardly  visible.  Altogether  the  rivers  should 
therefore  be  well  provided  with  water  the  coming 
summer  unless  a  mild  spring  should  melt  the  snow 
before  the  summer  comes." 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavanger,  March  23. 

"  According  to  information  from  friends  in  the 
fishing  districts,  I  understand  that  the  salmon 
rivers  are  expected  to  be  in  the  best  condition  the 
coming  season.  Enormous  quantities  of  snow 
cover  the  valleys  and  mountains,  so  the  supply  of 
water  should  be  abundant  during  the  summer." 

From  F.  Reinhardt  and  Co.,  Cheistiansand, 
March  23. 

"  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  reports  from 
the  country  state  that  there  is  much  snow  in  the 
mountains  in  these  parts,  rather  more  than  usual, 
so  that  there  are  prospects  of  ample  water  in  the 
rivers  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  summer.  The  water 
supply  will,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  quantity  of 
rain.  On  the  coast  the  snow  has  already  gone. 
Reports  from  Mandal  state  the  same." 

T.  Wilson,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


"  Why  do  you  object  to  my  sweetheart,  father  ?  " 
murmured  the  daughter  of  the  high  life  insurance 
official.  "  He  is  poor,  it  is  true,  but  so  were  you 
when  you  married."  "It  isn't  the  poverty  that  I 
objeot  to,  child,"  replied  hor  father,  not  unkindly. 
"  Tho  trouble  lies  in  his  utter  lack  of  business 
qualifications.  This  fellow  actually  appears  to  bo 
honest." 


BKITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


"  Capiantub  Arundine  Pisces  "  saya  the  society's 
motto,  so  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  treated  the  members 
on  Wednesday  to  a  dissertation  on  "Rods,"  and 
fully  ascertained,  defined,  and  thoroughly  rubbed 
in  all  that  could  be  thought  or  said  upon  that  most 
abstruse  subject,  "  The  Balance  of  Rods."  And  he 
was  most  patiently  listened  to,  and  his  frame  of 
apparatus,  demonstrating  levers  of  the  first,  second, 
and  third  orders,  centres  of  gravity,  long  and  short 
arms,  fulcrums,  plummets,  verniers,  balances  and 
scales,  Roman,  Danish,  and  of  other  nationalities' 
steelyards.  All  these  and  more  were  relentlessly 
pressed  into  service  by  the  lecturer,  who,  not  con- 
tent with  mere  mechanical  aids,  pointed  out  that 
the  rod  could  not  fish  of  itself,  hence  profound  study 
of  the  muscles,  joints,  and  tendons  of  the  human 
arm  became  necessary  to  make  quite  clear  how  a 
rod  was  used,  the  need  for  balance,  and  how  that 
was  to  be  obtained.  Mr.  Parker  acknowledged  his 
indebtedness  to  Dr.  Ladell  for  the  anatomical  part 
of  his  demonstration.  When  he  reached  the  great 
saving  of  vital  energy  secured  by  the  very  careful 
use  of  a  very  carefully  balanced  rod,  the  subject 
was  indeed  exhausted,  for  when  thrown  open  by 
the  chairman,  Mr.  Edgar  Hyde,  for  discussion,  there 
was  actually  nothing  more  to  be  said. 

Without  many  illustrations  it  would  be  useless  to 
follow  Mr.  Parker's  lecture  and  demonstrations. 
At  any  rate,  every  one  present  seemed  disposed  to 
admit  without  contention  that  a  rod  was  a  lever  of 
the  first  order  when  well  balanced,  and  of  the  third 
when  unbalanced,  and  that  the  human  forearm 
was  also  a  lever  of  the  third  order.  That  the 
muscles,  flexor  and  extensor,  of  tho  upper  limbs, 
in  number  59,  all  come  into  use,  their  use  ne- 
cessitating a  vast  waste  of  vital  energy.  This, 
Mr.  Parker  said,  is  to  be  avoided  by  properly 
balancing  the  rod.  Shorn  of  all  technicalities  he 
explained  that  this  was  to  be  done  by  testing  the 
point  of  the  rod  containing  the  centre  of  gravity  on 
the  gunwale  of  the  boat — being  thus  correctly 
balanced,  the  smallest  pressure  upon  the  butt 
enabled  the  angler  to  successfully  strike  and  hook 
his  fish.  And  he  showed  the  rod  with  which  he 
had  caught  over  a  ton  of  fish,  and  declared  that 
by  his  balanced  method  he  fished  for  the  whole 
of  the  long  summer  day  and  never  tired  himself,  his 
vital  force  being  thus  most  perfectly  conserved. 
Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were,  as  customary,  awarded 
to  lecturer  and  chairman.  For  the  business  meet- 
ing Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair.  The 
secretary  announced  that  the  committee  had 
decided  the  area  to  be  fished  for  the  Committee 
Cup  Competition  limited  to  any  three  days  between 
July  I  and  Dec.  31,  notice  to  be  given  of  those 
chosen  to  headquarters.  Only  six  kinds  of  swim- 
ming fish  to  count,  and  they  must  be  caught  on  the 
coasts  of  Wales  and  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  He  also 
called  attention  to  a  show  of  French  tackle  open 
this  week  at  the  Charterhouse  Hotel,  Charterhouse- 
square,  where  Mr.  Albert  Smith  courteously  explains 
continental  peculiarities. 

Next  Wednesday  a  subject  quite  new  to  the 
society  will  be  dealt  with  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Ashby, 
"  A  Cruise  Within  the  Arctic  Circle,"  illustrated  by 
lantern  slides.  H.  P. 


PILCHARDS  A  FAVOURITE  FISH. 


O  THOU !  whose  daring  works  sublime 

Defy  the  rudest  rage  of  Time, 

Say  !  for  the  world  is  with  conjecture  dizzy, 

Did  Mousehole*  give  thee  birth  or  Mevagizzy*  ? 

Hail,  Mevagizzy  !  with  such  wonders  fraught ! 
Where  boats,  and  men,  and  stinks,  and  trade 
are  stirring : 

Where  pilchards  come  in  myriads  to  be  caught — 
Pilchard  !  a  thousand  times  as  good  aa  herring. 

Pilchardj!  the  idol  of  the  Popish  nation  ! 
Hail,  little  instrument  of  vast  salvation ! 
Pilchard,  I  ween,  a  most  soul-saving  fijh. 

On  which  the  Catholics  in  Lent  are  cramm'd, 
Who,  had  thoy  not,  poor  souls,  this  lucky  dish. 
Would  feed  on  flesh,  and,  therefore,  all  be 
damn'd. 

Pilchards !  whose  bodies  yield  the  fragrant  oil 
To  make  the  London  lamps  at  midnight  smile — 
Which  lamps,  wide  spreading  salutary  light. 
Beam  on  th©  wandering  Beauties  of  the  night. 
And  show  each  gentle  youth  their  cheeks'  deep  rosea. 
And  tell  him  whether  they  have  eyes  and  noses. 

— "Peter  Pindar,'''  otherwise  the 

Rev.  John  Wolcot,  1744. 


*  The  names  of  two  fishing  villages;  Mevagizzy 
was  the  author's  birthplace. 
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Blacdon  Lake 
Trout  Fry 

FOR  SALE. 


For  Prices  apply  to — 
Mr.  DONALD  CARR,  Ubley,  Near  Bristol. 


Send  for  Price  lAst  of  .  ,  , 

OVA,  FRY.  YEARLING,  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS  IRIDEUS,  &c. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  GO 


The  TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

RAINBOW  TROUT  FOR  SALE 

TO  CLEAE  OUT  FOR  COMING  SEASON. 

Yearlings   and   Two  -  Year  -  Olds. 

Apply— MANAGER,  Fishery,  Milton,  Burton-on-Tbent. 


THE  WELHAM   PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  TOBKSHIBB, 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow, 
Roach  and  Perch. 

Apply,  DONALD  WALKER,  Managing  DIraotor. 


THE  MOST  USEFUL  PRESENT  TO  A  FISHERMAN. 

iVeaf,  Effective,  and  Portabte,  and  always  ready. 

A  FRIEND  IN  NEED. 


Bo  yon  ever  get  your  Flies  caught  up  a  tree  ?  Well— 

Use  a  "  RELEASER." 

Insert  the  tip  of  your  rod  under  the  ruljljer  band  (see  cut),  and 
raise  the  "  RELEASER"  to  the  twisf  and  withdraw  rod,  leaving 
the  "  RELEASER  "  on  the  twig.  A  alight  tug  on  the  attached 
cord  will  cut  the  twig  ;  down  it  comes,  and  your  flies  and  leader 
are  saved. 

Price,  in  Leather  Case,  2/-  each 

•  HRaAUTY— Split  Cane  and  Greenheart  Rods  Made  and  Repaired,  and  all  patterns  of  Fciatiles 
made  on  the  premises  by  first-class  workmen.  A  trial  will  convince 


UETMDV  lAfUITTV  "^"'"o  tackle  ivianufactory, 
nClini   Wnl  I  I  1,15,  Basnett  St.,  Liverpool 


(ONLY  ADDRjJJS). 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY 


STIRLING,  N.B. 


Orders  should  be  booked  early  to  prevent 
disappointmentm 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN    TROUT.  Fry,  25/0  per  1,000. 

RAINBOW    TROUT.  Yearlings,  from  25/0  per  100, 

LOCH   LEVEN  TROUT.       2-year-olds,  from  70/0  per  100, 
SHRIMPS,  SNAILS,  etc.,  from  £1  per  pint. 
FERTILISED  MAY-FLY  OVA.  Price  Usts  free  on  Application^ 

Apply— MANAGER,  Andoversford,  Gloucestershire. 


BIBURY  FISHERY, 

Nr.  FAIRFORD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 

A   large  quantity  of  well-grown 

BROWN  &  RAINBOW  TROUT  YEARLINGS, 

mainly  naturally  fed. 

Apply,  A.  SEVERN. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOF ERS, 


N VECTORS  OF  THB   .    .  . 

**Xa.nxted  Angola" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"Xanjoted  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Xl&e  "  Featli.ex*-ii7ei^li.t " 


WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  80,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUIRE,  W.C. 


CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


Two-year-old  &  Three-year-old  FARIO  TROUT 

to  dispose  of  at  very  reasonable  prices. 

MessK*B.  ANIDRJEWS,  Tlx©  Surrey  Trovit  Farm,  Haslemere. 
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Yea,  welcome  March  /  and  though  I  die  ere  June, 
Yet  for  the  hope  of  life  I  give  thee  praise. 
Striving  to  swell  the  burden  of  the  tune 
That  even  now  I  hear  thy  brown  birds  raise. 
Unmindful  of  the  past  or  coming  days  ; 
Who  sing :  "  0  joy  I  a  new  year  is  begun  : 
What  happiness  to  look  upon  the  sun  f' 

— Wm.  Momus. 


Under  the  presidency  of  Councillor  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  the  "  Briny  "  Anglers  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  Saturday  evening  last.  Although  the 
club  numbers  close  upon  a  hundred  it  bids  fair 
(under  the  able  management  of  President  .Owen 
Jones  and  Hon.  Sec.  Stillwell)  to  become  a  ''  power 
in  the  land."  The  dinner  was  served  by  Host 
Wills — which  means  that  the  viands  were  of  the 
best  and  in  sufficient  quantity  to  have  satisfied  the 
large  muster  which  were  accommodated  in  the  club 
room.  Friends — old  and  fresh  (I  mean  salt  and 
fresh) — came  from  all  parts.  The  "  Briny  "  Anglers 
have  a  real  live  executive,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict 
that  more  will  be  heard  of  them  in  the  future  than 
in  the  past.  They  are  all  good  sportsmen;  their 
outings  most  enjoj'able;  and  I  wish  them  all  the 
success  they  deserve. 


The  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  before 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  on  Tuesday  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  Some  splendid  photographs 
were  ably  shown  on  the  screen  by  an  experienced 
lanternist.  In  addition  to  those  taken  by  Mr. 
Grubb,  there  were  several  taken  by  Mr.  Orpin,  who, 
by  the  way,  kindly  photographed  the  "  Martinez  " 
Cup,  which  appeared  in  last  week's  issue.  After 
the  lecture  some  capital  songs  and  recitations  were 
given,  and  another  "  Ladies'  Night "  added  to  the 
long  list  of  enjoyable  C.L.F.  entertainments. 


Lord  George  Hamilton  lias  kindly  consented 
to  preside  at  the  25th  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  April  3, 
at  their  headquarters,  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E  C.  I  have  attended  more  than 
half  of  the  dinners  during  the  quarter  of  a  century 
of  the  club's  existence,  and  always  proved  them  to 
be  of  an  extremely  pleasant  character.  It  may 
safely  be  left  to  the  Dinner  Committee  to  guarantee 
another  enjoyable  evening. 

»  *  »  »  * 

On  Saturday,  April  7,  at  the  Black  Horse,  Ches- 
ham,  the  members  will  dino  to  celebrate  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season.  There  are  some  good 
trout  in  the  society's  Cliesham  waters,  and  I  can 
hazard  a  guess  that  one  of  the  items  on  the  seven 
o'clock  menu  will  be  "  Chesham  Trout" — that  is, 
if  the  Fates  are  propitious. 


Another  of  those  "Happy  Evening?  for  the 
People!"  Oa  April  5  a  grand  concert  (to  which 
ladies  are  invited)  will  be  given  by  the  members  of 
that  flourishing  clnb  yclept  ye  Oglanders  at  the 
Oglander  Hotel,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. 
I  happen  to  know  that  the  programme  to  be  dis- 
cussed will  be  of  the  choicest,  the  talent  of  the 
best,  and  the  welcome  to  friends  of  the  heartiest. 
The  "  O.  P.'s"  are  staunch  supporters  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  their 
box  will  be  opened  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  Don't 
come  late,  as  all  the  best  seats  may  be  taken,  and 
it  does  not  look  nice  to  see  sweethearts  and  wives 
standing  up  when  they  ought  to  be  sitting  down. 


The  April  issue  of  the  Pictorial  Comedy  is  very 
entertaining.  Henry  Hutt's  drawing,  entitled 
"  Edition  de  Luxe — Limited  to  Three  Copies- 
Obtainable  through  Subscription,"  representing 
three  charming  damsels  with  pater  and  mater 
in  attendance,  waiting  for  the  subscription  list 
to  be  filled,  is  very  clever.  Other  commendable 
illustrations  are  contributed  by  C.  D.  Gibson, 
Bayard  Jones,  R.  M.  Crosby,  and  Stuart  Travis. 
F.  Morton  Howard  continues  his  amusing  narrative, 
"  A  Rural  Retreat."  Mr.  Pett  Ridge  initiates  the 
young  idea  in  "  A  Batch  of  Love  Letters,"  and 
the  usual  features  of  the  magazine  are  to  be  found 
in  "  On  the  Screen,"  "  At  the  Play,"  and  "  Cosy 
Corner."  The  following  conclusively  proves  that 
the  staff  jokist  is  not  a  gambler:  "  And  why  have 
you  never  married,  Mr.  Priestley  ? "  asked  Miss 
Oldgirl.  '*  Because,"  said  the  curate,  sternly,  "  I 
do  not  approve  of  games  of  chance."  The  paper, 
price  sixpence,  is  published  by  James  Henderson 
and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  Fleet- "troet,  E  C. 


A  Large  Order. 

Danny  B  ,  now  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  at 

Hampton,  Va.,  says  that  when  his  company 
approached  the  earthworks  in  .front  of  Big  Bethel 
't  was  met  by  a  terrific  volley  from  the  fort.  The 
aptain  gave  the  order  to  lie  down,  which  every 
man  did  except  an  old  Irishman,  who  did  not  hear 
the  order.  He  looked  around  and  exclaimed,  "  My  ! 
my !  They're  all  killed  but  me ! "  Then,  as  he 
reloaded  his  rifle,  he  said,  "  I'll  have  to  fight  hard  to 
take  that  place  all  by  myself." — Philadelphia 
Ledger. 

At  the  River-keepers'  Dinner  for  the  Reading 
district,  so  genially  presided  over  on  March  21  by  my 
old  friend  and  correspondent,  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler, 
the  founder  of  the  local  Thames  Preservation  Society, 
understand  that  the  numerous  admirable  songs 
were  "  sandwiched  "  with  some  "  rippin'  "  anec- 
dotes. One  of  these  may  be  printed.  The  Reading 
Association  has  ceased  offering  a  reward  for  the 
destruction  of  otters ;  and  "  Bantam  Rush " — 
otherwise  Henry  Holdway — the  veteran  bailiff, 
and  captor  of  the  "  17lb.  trout"  which  was  given 
to  the  late  Queen,  related  that  a  few  days  after  the 
announcement  of  this  fact  in  the  local  Press  one  of 
his  patrons  bought,  as  a  curiosity,  the  mummified 
head  of  a  half-grown  alligator.  This  was  lying  on 
the  bow  of  the  punt  as  "  Rush  "  was  rowing  it  under 
Sonning  Bridge,  and  was  spotted  by  a  lounger  on 
the  bridge,  who  called  out,  "  Hello  !  otters  are 
looking  up  again  !  "  his  impression  evidently  being 
that  the  alligator's  "  mask  "  was  the  liead  of  a  pike 
which  the  party  had  picked  up  on  the  bank. 


The  Contented  Angler. 
(From  "  New  Collected  Rhymes  "  of  Andrew  Lang.) 
The  angler  liath  a  jolly  life 

Who  by  the  rail  runs  down, 
And  leaves  his  business  and  his  wife, 

And  all  the  din  of  town. 
The  wind  down  stream  is  blowing  straight, 

And  nowhere  cast  can  he  ; 
Then  lo.  he  doth  but  sit  and  wait 
In  kindly  company. 

The  miller  turns  the  water  off. 

Or  folk  be  cutting  weed, 
While  he  doth  at  misfortune  scoff. 

From  every  trouble  freed  ; 
Or  else  he  waiteth  for  a  rise. 
And  ne'er  a  rise  may  see  ; 
For  why,  there  are  not  any  flies 

To  bear  him  company. 
Or,  if  he  mark  a  rising  trout. 

He  straightway  is  caught  up. 
And  then  he  takes  his  flask  out. 

And  drinks  a  rousing  cup. 
Or,  if  a  trout  he  chance  to  hook. 

Weeded  and  broke  is  he. 
And  then  he  finds  a  godly  book 
Instructive  company. 


More  Troxjt  for  the  Thame.s. 
Three  hundred  fine  trout  from  the  Hyde  End 
and  Kennet  Valley  Fishery  were  placed  in  the 
Thames  on  Saturday  last  (March  24)  by  the  Wey- 
bridge  and  Shepperton  Restocking  Association. 
The  fish  were  large,  200  being  12in.  to  14in.  fish, 
the  others  lOin.'to  llin.  The  whole  consignment 
was  put  in  the  river  without  the  loss  of  a  fish, 
and  though  the  weather  was  abominable  for  sight- 
seeing, the  bitter  cold  kept  the  fish  well  and  lively 
on  their  journey.  A  large  company  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  watched  the  proceedings  with  interest, 
and  during  the  afternoon  subscriptions  were  received 
towards  next  year's  restocking  fund. 


The  allocation  of  prizes  won  by  the  HoUoway 
anglers  will  be  finally  settled  on  Tuesday  evening, 
April  3.  All  who  have  weighed  in  should  be  present 
as  the  decision  arrived  at  will  be  final. 


Too  late  for  last  week  the  news  arrived  that 
Mr.  J.  Soddy  (President  of  the  New  Albion  Pisca 
torials)  took  close  upon  Jcwt.  of  pike  from  Fording 
bridge,  the  largest  1 1  lb.  4oz. 


A  New  Angling  Society. 
The  cry  is  still  they  come  !  A  number  of  local 
gentlemen  have  formed  themselves  into  a  club 
under  the  style  and  title  of  the  "  Nore  Piscatorial 
Society,"  having  their  headquarters  at  the  Royal 
Pier  Hotel,  Southend-on-Sea,  Essex.  "The  jolly 
Nore,  the  stormy  Nore,  where  the  waves  go 
tumbling  o'er  and  o'er  !  "  Hon.  Sec.  Summers  does 
not  say  whether  the  Nore  P.S.  is  for  fresh  or  salt 
water  anglers — perhaps  a  bit  of  both.  Anyw£».y,  I 
hope  they  will  go  on  and  prosper. 


Dogfish  Report. 
Thu  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Fish  and  Game 
Commission  in  reference  to  the  damage  done  by 
dogfish  has  been  made  public.     Last  year  Rep 
Mclntire,  of  Gloucester,  introduced  a  resolve  in  th 
Legislature  authorising  the  compilation  of  statistic 
as  to  the  damage  caused  by  dogfish, and  appropriatit 
2000  dollars  for  that  purpose.    The  report  is  thi 
result.    The  principal  points  included  in  the  repoB 
are  as  follows : — It  is  properly  a  subject  of  nations 
consideration.     Extermination    is  impracticable! 
even    if    not    impossible.     Conditions    must  be 
developed  which  should  make  it  [for  the  pecuniarj 
interest  of  the  fishermen  to  market  every  dogfisb 
which  can  be  caught.    The  facts  indicate  that  theS 
dogfish  as  a  species  is  actually  increasing  in  number.s. 
From  personal  experience  we  can  give  testimony 
to  its  satisfactory  taste,  lack  of  odour  or  "  strength," 
and  its  consistency  when  cooked  or  canned.  Its 
freedom  from  bone  makes  it  especially  safe  as  a  food 
for  children  and  for  aged  persons.    A  union  o£ 
efforts  along  similar  lines  will  be  most  advantageous. 
Similar  conditions  obtain  in  Newfoundland,  Canada, 
and  Great  Britain,  and  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  warrant  an  international  commission,  which  may 
determine  upon  a  concert  of  effort  to  control  this 
economic  plague. — American  Fishing  Gazette. 


A  Record  Breaker. 
Charlie  Bartlktt  told  a  neat  one  at  the 
Lancers'  dinner,  at  the  expense  of  another  member 
of  the  bar,  name  not  given,  but  identified  as  "  the 
reformer."  The  reformer,  according  to  Bartlett, 
was  a  very  exact  man.  He  always  took  steelyards 
with  him  on  his  fishing  trips,  and  consequently 
there  was  no  disputing  his  stories  as  concerned  the 
weight  of  the  catch.  One  summer  when  the 
reformer  was  in  the  Rangeley  region,  a  baby  was 
born  in  the  locality,  and  the  reformer's  steelyards 
were  called  into  requisition  to  weigh  the  child. 
And  according  to  the  reformed  steelyards  and 
Bartlett  that  kid  weighed  421b.  6oz. — Boston  Record, 


Don't  be  alarmed,  good  "  Young  Beginner "  I 

April   1   is  All  F          Trout    Fishermen's  Day. 

Although  the  "  First  "  happens  to  fall  on  a  Sunday, 
there  is  no  power  in  little  England  who  would 
interfere  with  you  in  your  laudable  attempt  to 
catch  a  fifteen-pound  trout  from  the  Thames — even 
on  a  Sunday.  You  say  you  are  a  resident  at 
Teddington  ;  then  try  Teddington  Weir. 


How  About  This  ? 

The  elephant  eats  no  animal  food 

And  attains  a  size  sublime. 
The  fierce,  carnivorous  flea  is  small, 

But  it  has  a  better  time. 

— Chicago  Tribune. 


Our  Pogwa-^h  correspondent,  who  includes  in  his 
latest  batch  of  notes  from  that  neighbourhood  aa 
item  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  fair  widow — name- 
less here,  for  obvious  reasons — ^who  has  successfully 
managed  a  stock  farm  since  the  death  of  her  re- 
spected husband,  has  the  finest  looking  calves  he 
(our  correspondent)  has  seen  for  some  time,  will 
have  to  be  a  trifle  more  explicit  if  he  sees  his 
contributions  in  print.  We  have  already  been  shot 
at  five  times  this  year,  which  is  just  about  out 
annual  quota.  ^ — Puck. 


Oyster  Roast. 

Select  large  oysters  in  the  shell.  Wash  and 
scrub  the  shells  well  with  cold  water  and  arrange 
them  in  a  large  pan.  Place  the  pan  in  a  hot  oven 
and  bake  until  the  shells  open,  then  quickly  remove 
the  top  shell,  but  do  not  .spill  the  juice.  Arrange 
them  on  a  hot  platter  or  silver  tray,  pouring  over 
each  a  little  hot  butter  seasoned  with  salt  and 
pepper.  Remove  them  the  moment  the  shells  open, 
or  your  oysters  will  be  tough. 


A  SPECIAL  general  meeting  of  the  Watford  Pia- 
cators  was  held  on  March  23  at  the  Maiden  Hotel, 
Watford.  The  meeting  was  convened  to  take  over 
new  water,  and  it  was  decided  to  lease  the  waters 
from  Kilby's  water  to  Bushey  Mill  Bridge  and  the 
whole  of  the  Colne  on  the  south-west  side  from  the 
five  arches  to  Bushey  Mill  Bridge.  The  society  now 
have  the  whole  of  the  Colne  from  the  five  arches  to 
Bushey  Mill  Bridge.  Hon.  Secretary  Spilman 
reminds  me  that  the  dinner  arrangements  for 
April  C  are  progressing  favourably.  At  7.30  of  the 
clock,  Mr.  Lewis  Evans  will  declare  the  banquet 
ready  to  sample,  and  one  who  has  been  "  cautioned  " 
to  be  in  time  to  meet  the  Merry  Watford  Piscators 
is  .  Dragnet. 
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Tke  Smoke  tkat  Satts£es. 

"L  extravagance  de  la  perfection" 

MilJ.  5J.  J)cr  oz.        T\  iT  O  A 
W.  A.  0  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Sranck  of  tke  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Bntatn  anJ 
IrelanJ)  Ltd.*  It>swicli. 


ARMSTRONG'S 


STEEL 


BOATS 


And  Punts.    Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood. 
Easy  to  row.    Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  tie  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "  Insa  "  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Kods,  from  4J  ozs. 
and  upwards,  introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler  who  has  NOT 

got  details  of  the  above  is  losing  sport. 
Ttdl  Catalogues  of  Steel  Bont.i  and  Fishing  Tachle  pout  free  on  €iii plication. 

ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  Fj,  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Send  your  orders  direct  to  the  Actual 
Makers  ivho  have  been  aivarded  Top 
Prices  at  the  leading  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tions, 1882  to  1905, 


1904,  2  Joint,  Whole  Cane 
19/R       Trout  Rod,  lO/R 


The  Perfection  Built  Cane 
AOlm^  Multum-in-Parvo,  yiO/- 

^fc/  9  ft.,  9  ft.  O  in.,  and  lO  Cti  ^fc/ 


LOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  SUITABLE  FOR  ALL 
LOCALITIES,  Beautifully  Dressed,  2/-  doz. 

SALMON  FU£S  A  SPECIALITY. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


WALBRAN.  LIMITED, 


beg  to  thank  their  numerous  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  their  kind 
patronage  accorded  in  the  past,  and  to  assure  ihem  of  their  careful  attention  to 
detail  in  all  future  orders. 


TWO  REALLY  PRACTICAL  THINGS. 


WALBRAN'S 
"PRACTICAL"  FLY  BOOK. 

Contains,  printed    directions  for 
using  48  patterns  of  trout  and 
grayling    flies,    with  parchment 
pockets    for    casts,    two  strong 
leather  pockets  at  the  ends,  slips 
for  scissors,  &c. 
Bound  in  strong  pigskin,  12/6. 
Fitted  also  with  a  double  page  of 
G.S.  clips  for  eyed  flies,  15/-  (a 
new  pattern). 
Bound  in  brown  canvas,  8/6. 
If  fitted  with  I  doz.  each  fly,  30/- 
and  26/-  respectively. 


WALBRAN'S  "HOLDALL." 

This  convenient  article  is  intended  for  the 
conveyance    of    waders,    brogues,  socks. 


mackintosh,  &c.  It  is  perfectly  waterproof, 
and  made  of  the  strongest  brown  duck ; 
inside  are  two  xjocketa  for  small  articles, 
strongly  bound  with  leather,  strong  leather 
handles.    Price  15/- 


Send  address  for  Illustrated 
Catalogue  free. 


ONLY  ADDRESS- 


38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

General  Manager— FRANCIS       WALBRAN  ("  Halcyon.") 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK. 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACMB  WORKS, 

New^ai^li:- on- Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Qreenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  Sfinch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Yalue  39/6  for  35/- 


Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgiam,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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ppovifleial  flflglifig  Botes 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  13.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "  first "  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  11. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  City  of  Birininglmni  Batlis  and  Parks  Com- 
mittee are  doing  much  to  benefit  our  public  park 
pools ;  a  large  consignment  of  coarse  fish  have, 
during  the  past  three  weeks,  been  netted  from  the 
Whitacre  Reservoir  and  carefully  placed  in  the 
different  waters.  Cannon  Hill  Pool  has  been  re- 
stocked, and  all  the  pools  should  provide  grand 
sport  when  the  season  opens.  Roach  and  perch 
considerably  over  a  pound  each  have  been  put  in 
in  large  numbers.  The  coarse  fish  have  been  taken 
from  the  reservoir  in  order  to  benefit  the  trout 
fishing,  for  which  the  reservoir  is  reserved. 
The  old-established  Rose  and  Crown  Club  is  begin- 
ning to  get  back  to  its  old  form  again.  At  the 
quarterly  meeting  last  week  the  number  of  members 
reached  250.  The  sura  of  £10  Is.  3d.  was  paid 
out  for  expenses  during  the  cjuarter,  and  the  club 
has  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £34.  This  club  will 
fish  their  annual  contest  on  Aug.  26  at  ITpton-on- 
Severn.  Mr.  Frank  Jolly,  the  secretary  of  the 
Queen's  Arms  Society,  has  just  been  presented  with 
a  handsome  clock  as  a  mark  of  esteem  for  services 
rendered  to  the  club  during  the  past  twelve  years. 
A  large  number  of  our  old  clubs  give  prizes  for  the 
best  specimen  fish  caught  between  June  15  and 
Dee.  15,  and  if  the  fish  taken  are  over  a  certain 
standard  weight  the  clubs  are  only  too  pleased  to 
defray  the  cost  of  setting  them  up  to  adorn  the 
walls  of  their  club  rooms.  This  idea  has  met  with 
the  approval  of  certain  of  our  new  clubs.  This  will 
be  the  means  of,  in  the  near  future,  making  our 
annual  exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall,  so  far  as  coarse 
fish  are  concerned,  second  to  none  in  the  country. 
By  the  time  that  these  notes  are  in  print,  Bingley 
Hall,  with  its  collection  of  over  250  cases  of  specimen 
fish,  will  have  been  opened.  The  exhibition  will  be 
open  for  twelve  weeks. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  continued  very  wintry  during 
the  past  week,  consequently  few  anglers  have  been 
far  afield  in  quest  of  sport.  The  river  Hull  is  in 
very  nice  condition  below  Hempholme,  and  the 
top  stretches  and  tributaries  are  in  first-class  con- 
dition either  for  fly-fishing  or  using  the  minnow. 
The  Driffield  Canal  is  likewise  in  nice  order  for 
either  fly  or  minnow,  but  insect  life  is  very  scarce  in 
all  quarters.  Worm-fishing  has  accounted  for  two 
or  three  fish  in  the  Snakeholme  and  Brigham 
district,  but  no  fish  over  |lb.  has  as  yet  been 
reported.  The  Lincolnshire  waters  are  all  in  nice 
trim  should  the  weather  improve,  but  freezing  cold 
northerly  and  easterly  winds  have  so  far  prevailed. 
A  few  flounders  have  been  taken  in  the  ponds  on 
the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  Humber.  The  George 
and  Dragon  A.S.  have  a  match  down  for  April  1, 
being  the  first  in  the  field,  and  on  April  13  the 
Albion  A.S.,  Excelsior  A.S.,  and  Hull  Tovm  A.S. 
will  each  open  their  season  on  the  Burstwick  Drain 
at  Hedon,  whilst  on  April  14  the  East  Hull,  County, 
and  Messrs.  Reckett's  Clubs  will  commence  opera- 
tions for  the  season  on  the  Winestead  Drain  at 
Patrington  Haven. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trouting  has  practically  come  to  a  staridstill 
about  here.  There  have  been  frequent  snow 
showers,  so  that  chances  have  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  nothing  more  than  six  to  eight  fish 
per  rod  having  been  taken.  To-day  (March  27) 
a  change  for  the  better  has  set  in.  A  member  of  the 
Windermere  A.  A.  was  an  eye-witness  the  other  day 
to  the  tragic  death  of  a  large  trout,  which  had 
mouthed  a  large  pike— at  all  events,  too  large  for  its 
captor — which  it  was  unable  to  dispose  of  either 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  was  in  first-rate  condition, 
and  wsighed  4Jlb. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

No  report  from  the  Bollin  this  week,  so  perhaps 
this  river,  in  common  with  all  the  rest;  is  deserted 
on  account  of  the  terrible  weather.  Although 
suitable  fly  waters  are  said  to  be  in  evidence,  the 
winds  are  dead  against  the  angler,  and,  anticipating 
results,  he  stops  at  'homo.  Let  the  weather  turn 
warmer,  and  some  well-filled  baskets  are  certain  to 
come  home  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ribble. 
The  Lime  has  already  given  proof  of  its  intentions 
by  some  really  good  fish.  Not  much  is  heard  so  far 


of  the  Wyre.  Anglers  at  Warrington  are  abnor- 
mally quiet,  but  at  Liverpool  they  still  keep  inte- 
rested in  our  favourite  sport.  Already  preparations 
are  being  made  for  Easter  ;  rumour  from  Wigan 
speaks  of  a  match  during  the  holidays. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  wretched  weather  we  are  experiencing  is 
simply  ruining  club  life  in  this  city  ;  members  living 
any  distance  from  the  club-hovise  cannot  be  tempted 
away  frorri  home.  Several  clubs  cannot  complete 
their  summer  programmes,  and  even  an  additional 
attraction  in  the  form  of  music  or  lecture  will  not 
■tempt  them.  The  DuJ^e  of  Cambridge  Anglers  had 
an  addr(!ss  on  March  20,  but  the  bitterly  cold  winds 
kept  the  members  away.  The  Devonshire  Socials 
were  noted  for  a  special  meeting  the  same  evening, 
but  no  report  is  to  hand,  so  perhaps  it  was  a  disap- 
pointment. Fly-fishors  have  been  out  in  larger 
numbers,  some  city  rods  visiting  North  Wales,  but 
the  sport  obtained  was  only  "  so-so."  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  are  in  for  a  treat  next  Monday  (April  2) 
— lantern  lecture,  music,  ladies'  evening,  etc. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  have  not  so  far  made  a  start  on  the 
tributaries  of  the  Trent,  and  they  are  not  likely  to 
pending  a  change  in  the  state  of  the  weather.  Of 
late  it  lias  been  piercingly  cold,  with  a  howling  wind 
raging  from  the  north  and  north-east.  The  river 
has  run  into  comparatively  low  volume,  and  I  am- 
informed  by  one  of  our  tackle-dealers  that  four  or 
five  trout  have  been  got  with  the  worm  in  the  imme- 
diate neiglibourhood  of  the  Greet  mouth.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Trent  now  holds  a  very 
large  number  of  trout  ;  at  all  events,  between 
Averhum  Weirs  and  those  stretching  the  river  at 
picturesque  King's  Mills,  the  primary  difficvdty  is 
to  locate  the  quarry,  so  wide  is  the  river  in  many 
parts.  On  March  24  1  had  a  Istter  from  the  clerk 
to  the  Fishery  Board,  in  which  he  said  the  Board, 
through  its  officers,  had  made  diligent  inquiry  into 
the  discovery  of  the  dead  barbel  in  February, 
between  Sutton-on-Trent  and  Marnham.  It  was 
to  be  feared  they  had  been  blown  up  by  dynamite 
on  one  of  the  reaches  of  the  river,  some  little  distance 
above  where  they  were  found.  There  was,  of  course, 
no  clue  to  the  offender  or  offenders. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  w-ater  in  our  rivers  has  gone  down  to  a  nice 
level,  and  is  in  good  condition  for  angling,  but  the 
wind  has  been  blowing  very  hard  all  the  week — a 
bitterly  cold  north-easter — and  some  days  we  have 
had  snow,  hail,  and  rain,  with  occasional  sunshine. 
Hardly  a  rod  has  been  out,  and  those  were 
after  the  pike.  Three  hardy  anglers  had  the  privilege 
of  fishing  private  water  for  pike  on  March  22  ;  they 
stuck  to  it  for  four  hours,  and  caught  nine  fish, 
but  they  were  so  dreadfully  cold  that  even  frequent 
drains  at  the  flask  failed  to  infuse  warmth  into 
their  systems  ;  so  they  packed  up  their  tackle,  and 
sought  the  nearest  hostelry  and  indulged  in  creature 
cornforts  until  circulation  was  restored.  There  is  a 
change  in  the  weather  to-day  (March  28),  and  there 
are  many  sportsmen  wishing  for  more  genial 
weather  that  they  may  be  after  the  trout,  but  the 
fish  are  quite  as  well  in  the  water  for  a  time,  for 
thej'  cannot  be  in  good  condition  yet. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  we  have  turned  the  spring  quarter  there 
is  still  much  of  the  lion  in  the  month.  Biting  winds 
and  blizzards  have  prevailed  for  days  in  succession. 
The  conditions  have  not  permitted  of  the  pursuit 
of  trout-fishing  to  an  appreciable  extent  since  the 
season  commenced  on  March  16.  It  is  early  yet, 
however.  It  seems  not  without  reason  that  in  many- 
quarters  the  close  time  for  trout  does  not  end  before 
April  1,  because  it  not  infrequently  happens  that 
the  rage  of  the  north-east  wind  has  not  been  spent 
this  side  of  Easter.  The  east  wind  which,  with  its 
accompaiaiment  of  clouded  skies  and  chilled  atmo- 
sphere, retards  the  growth  and  spread  of  the  natural 
flies,  and  till  more  genial  conditions  are  established 
anglers  are  not  likely  to  experience  either  sviccessful 
or  enjoyable  sport.  The  attitude  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  towards  coarse  fishermen  engages  the 
attention  of  the  latter,  and  the  issue  of  the  contro- 
versy on  the  rod  licence  question  is  being  awaited 
with  interest  by  many  hundreds  of  rodmen  during 
the  close  season  just  entered  upon. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  bright  and  cold. 
The  angling  returns  as  a  result  have  not  been 
good  anywhere,  thougli  an  all-round  improvement 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  salmon  department.  Fly- 
fishing has  not  yet  become  general.  A  few  salmon 
have  been  had  here  and  there  on  the  lakes  by  flies, 


the  best  killers  being  the  local  patterns.  Sea  fishing 
has  been  productive  of  pretty  good  sport  at  pollack 
at  a  few  sheltered  places  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Complaints  continue  to  be  made  by  the  shore 
fishermen  of  injury  done  to  fishing  by  trawling  in 
several  places  in  the  county  Kerry,  and  the  Fishery 
Department  have  given  notice  that  they  will  hold 
a  meeting  on  April  2  next,  at  Kenmare,  with  a  view 
to  further  prohibit  trawling  in  Kjenmare  Bay. 

North  or  Ireland. 
The  cutting  winds  from  the  north  and  east  and 
the  low  state  of  the  rivers  have  kept  trout  fishers 
off  the  banks.  There  is  a  marked  absence  of  flies 
on  the  waters  except  for  a  very  short  period  in 
midday.  The  Belfast  R.I.C.  Angling  Club  has 
arranged  for  a  coarse  fishing  competition  at  Toome 
on  April  3.  Numerous  prizes  have  been  provided 
for  the  competition,  which  will  be  a  pegged-down 
one.  A  rather  curious  incident  occurred  on  a 
Leinster  river  on  March  26.  An  angler,  fishing  a 
pool  with  a  worm  hook,  felt  a  pull  and  struck. 
The  hook  came  clear  abov-e  the  water  and  to  it 
was  a  piece  of  gut.  The  hold  was  firm,  and  even- 
tually the  angler  landed  a  fine  151b.  salmon.  A 
few  days  previously  an  angler  hooked  a  fish  near 
the  same  place,  and  lost  him  along  with  a  blue 
phantom  minnow  and  a  trace  of  twisted  gut.  The 
phantom  was  fast  in  the  salmon's  jaw,  and  the  most 
curious  thing  was  that  the  worm  hook  was  neatly 
passed  through  the  small  loop  at  the  end  of  the 
trace. 


'Siolcs  from  l^e  ^orii^. 


Another  spell  of  Arctic  weather,  and  accordingly 
a  further  set-back  to  the  prospects  of  the  season, 
especially  the  trouting  season. 

The  first  spring  run  of  fish  is  apparently  over  for 
the  nonce,  and  netsmen  have  been  making  but  a 
poor  show  of  it  on  the  east  coast. 

On  two  occasions  in  the  Aberdeen  market,  last 
week,  there  was  not  a  single  fish  forward  at  the 
morning  and  afternoon  sales  respectively. 

The  rivers  and  streams  all  over  the  North  were  in 
fine  fettle  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  P>iday 
(March  21,  22,  23),  and  some  splendid  sport  was 
got  both  with  salmon  and  trout  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
Ythan,  Deveron  and  Spey. 


Mr.  Gordon,  on  the  Mary  Culter  Dee  water,  had 
four  or  five  daily  of  101b.  apiece,  so  had  Mr.  Meakift 
on  the  Durris  water,  Mr.  H.  F.  Paravincini  on  the 
Park  section,  and  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Mr. 
Littlejohn  on  the  Blairs. 


On  the  upper  Dee  waters  anglers  have  been  mcs'ly 
off  the  river  through  frosts  and  snows,  yet  a  good 
few  fish  have  been  got  all  the  way  up  to  Balmoral. 


The  Ellon  Castle  water  is  now  closed  to  the  public. 
Some  fine  sea-trout  have  been  creeled  there  during 
March,  the  fact  being  that  this  little  river  fishes 
best  in  dirty  weather  and  east  winds. 

There  are  other  sections  open  to  (ticket)  anglers, 
and  Lord  Aberdeen's  eight  miles  can  be  fished  for 
2s.  6d.  a  day,  or  the  whole  season  for  £1. 


The  best  basket  on  the  Don  on  Saturday  (March 
24)  was  that  of  Mr.  Forbes,  president  of  the  Trout 
Anglers'  Association,  on  the  Balbithans  section. 
He  had  sixteen  fine  brown  trout,  many  of  them  over 
1  lb.  in  wpight. 


Keeper  Grant  had  a  salmon  of  181b.  on  the  Pit- 
medden  water  on  Thursday  (March  22),  in  addition 
to  five  yellow  trout  in  fine  condition,  one  of  which 
scaled  2Jlb. 

Mr.  Symon  (late  Parkhill)  had  a  good  day  on 
Saturday  (March  24)  on  the  lower  Ythan  tidal, 
all  to  the  fly. 

Mr.  George  Davidson,  M.A.,  Cults,  has  taken  a 
rod  on  Mr.  Dunn's  Murtle  water.  It  includes  the 
famous  Ardoe  pool  from  the  north  bank.  Mr. 
Fowler,  Cults,  has  also  a  rod  on  the  same  water. 

Special  Scotch. 


An  Iri-shman,  uoon  arriving  in  America,  was 
asked  his  name  at  Ellis  Inland.  He  gave  it.  "  Speak 
louder,"  said  the  officer.  He  repeated  it.  "Louder." 
again  said  the  officer  ;  "  whv,  man,  your  voice  is 
soft  as  a  woman's  !  "  "  Well,"  said  Pat,  "  that 
might  be.  Me  mother  was  a  woman." — Ladies' 
Home  J ournal. 
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KEADING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


According  to  annual  custom,  the  bailiffs  of  this 
Bssociation.  and  the  Conservancy  lock-keepers  and 
ferrjrmen.  who  also  act  as  river  keepers  in  the  district, 
■  ore  on  Wednesday  (March  21)  entertained  at  the 
yeat  Western  Hotel,  where  an  excellent  dinner 
i  .IS  pro\-ided.    In  the  absence  of  the  President  of 
t)ie  Association  (Mr.  W.  Walford  Ridley,  who  is  in 
nevonshire),  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  V.P.,  took  the 
air,  and  he  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Fredk. 
?own  (hon.  sec),  E.  W.  Phillips  (deputv  inspector 
the  Upper  Thames).  T.  Mackrill,  W.  Gait  Millar, 
.  Hickie,  H.  Ayres.  Harrv  Meaby,  W.  G.  Flanagan, 
J.  Stapley,  G.  B.  Smith  and  C.  S.  Cox  ;  and 
ed  in  the  \'ice-chair  by  Mr.  J.  Howes  (the  Caver- 
am  bailiff  of  the  association).    The  party  num- 
i  ered  twenty-six.    In  addition  to  the  President, 
Mr.  J.  Laurie,  Conservancy  Superintendent  of  the 
Upper  Thames,  sent  an  apology  for  inability  to 
attend,  ilr.  Laurie  having  sustained  a  domestic 
bereavement,  wliich  evoked  the  sympathy  of  the 
).'athering.    Each  man  was  given  a  silver-mounted 
pipe^and  a  packet  of  tobacco. 

In  the  course  of  the  speeches — which  were  short — 
it  was  stated  that  the  association  was  in  a  sound 
position,  although  much  needing  wider  support  in 
the  way  of  subscriptions  to  enable  it  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  restocking  ;  and  reference  was  also  made 
to  the  impending  alterations  of  the  fishery  by-laws 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  which  will,  among  other 
matters,  increase  the  takeable  size  of  peroh,  roach, 
and  daca. 

A  most  enjoj'able  evening  w£is  spent  bj'  all,  songs 
being  contributed  and  anecdotes  related  by  Messrs. 
Phillips,  Brown,  Flanagan.  W.  Moss,  Gait  Millar, 
Geo.  A.shley,  J.  Keel.  C.  S.  Cox,  L.  P.  Green,  G. 
Boyd,  J.  Overy,  T.  lies,  T.  Collier,  W.  King,  and 
the  Chairman.  Mr.  J.  E.  GarrStt  was  the  accom- 
panist. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

.\  VERY  cnjoj-able  house  dinner  was  held  at  tlie 
Holbom  Restaurant  on  Mondaj-  evening  (March  2()), 
the  chair  being  taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown.  At  the  heads  of  the  other  two  tables  were 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  and  the  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell.  After  an  excellent 
dinner  and  the  toa.st  of  "  The  King,"  a  discussion 

^ued  upon  the  shortage  of  water  in  our  rivers. 

IS  was  opened  by  Jlr.  Albert  E.  Jackson — an 
.1  iihority  on  this  all-important  subject.  In 
the  course  of  an  able  expos'',  Mr.  Jackson  urged 
that  artificial  conditions  had  brought  about  the 
shortage  complained  of.  In  this  connection 
two  great  factors  were  that  of  the  supply  of 
water  (for  the  population  demands  and  must  have 
water),  and  secondly,  land  drainage.  At  one  time 
the  Colne,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  the  Kennet,  had 
Bplendid  supplies  of  water,  even  in  the  driest  seasons. 
The  society  once  rented  a  portion  of  the  first- 
mentioned  river  by  Radlett,  which  was  now  abso- 
lutely dry,  owing  to  the  springs  having  been  tapped 
by  deep  wells,  the  stream  being  above  the  level  of 
the  water  in  the  chalk.  The  level  of  the  stream 
depended  upon  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  strata 
of  rock  over  which  it  flowed.  L'nder  present  con- 
ditions it  was  impossible  to  stop  the  taking  of  water 
by  deep  wells  sunk  in  the  chalk,  as  water  must  be 
supplied.  He  did  not  think  at  all  that  storage  of 
flood-water  would  solve  the  problem  before  them. 
Flood-water  could  not  be  used,  as  it  contained 
260  times  the  quantity  of  suspended  matter  which 
ordinary  water  carried  with  it.  The  remedy  un- 
doubtedly was  not  in  the  constnaction  of  reservoirs, 
but  in  finding  new  sources  of  supply — as,  for  ex- 
ample, in  Wales,  where  the  rainfall  enormously 
exceeded  that  in  the  London  basin.  Artificial 
means  had  brought  about  the  shortage,  and  he 
looked  to  artificial  means  for  the  remedy  for  the 
existing  state  of  things.  A  long  discussion  followed 
Mr.  J(u;kson'8  remarks,  in  which  the  chairman, 
CcloTiel  Graham  Gordon.  Messrs.  H.  T.  Sheringham, 
A.  C.  Poole,  T.  Bowuter- Vernon,  R.  C.  Blundell! 
and  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  took  part.  Various  views 
were  stated  for  and  against  the  procuring  a  supply 
from  the  Welsh  mountains  vis-d-via  to  storage 
of  flood-water.  It  was  held  by  some  that  surface- 
drainage  having  cQrne  to  stay,  there  was  no  alter- 
Tuitive  to  the  storage  system.  It  could  not,  the 
wjpporters  of  this  idea  f;ontended,  be  right  for  a  big 
town  to  go  from  its  own  area  and  take  water  when  the 
future  needs  of  the  area  whence  the  water  was  taken 
rnight  he  as  great  as  our  own.  It  ought  to  be  pos- 
sible for  engineers  to  sufficiently  purify  ftood-water 
lor  use,  and  until  they  did  so  they  would  be  greatly 
at  fault.  One  speaker  thought  that  facilities  should 
be  grantwl  by  the  Legislature  for  having  a  Con- 
servancy Board  for  every  stream  in  the  kingdom. 


whose  business  it  should  be  to  prevent  abstraction 
of  water  and  pollution.  It  was  agreed  by  all  that 
the  purity  and  volume  of  water  in  rivers  was  not  a 
mere  fisherman's  fad,  but  of  national  importance. 
Those  who  were  opposed  to  water  storage  urged 
that  the  impregnation  of  flood-water  with  chemicals 
owing  to  the  use  of  patent  manures  on  the  soil  was 
a  difficult  matter  to  overcome.  Chemicals  could 
not  be  got  rid  of  by  filtration,  only  by  evaporation. 
As  to  the  right  of  sinking  wells,  "  usque  ad  codum  " 
would  apply  to  the  operation  of  a  man  sinking  a 
well  on  his  own  property.  He  could  dig  as  deep  as 
he  liked  on  his  land,  his  right  extending  "  from 
the  heavens  above  to  the  uttermost  bowels  of  the 
earth."  It  did  not,  however,  appear  that  a  man 
had  the  right  to  drive  adits  in  every  direction,  like 
the  Croydon  authorities  proposed  to  do  qifite 
recently  when  they  endeavoured  to  bore  for  water 
3i  miles  away  from  their  own  area,  but  were  defeated 
on  a  poll.  No  doubt,  from  an  angler's  point  of  view, 
the  question  was  a  serious  one,  but  they  did  not  want 
to  unduly  labour  this  point.  It  was  perfectly  certain 
that  if  we  had  sufficient  water  for  our  purposes  as 
a  nation  we  should  have  plenty  of  water  to  fish  in. 
Mr.  Jackson  replied  to  the  various  criticisms  made, 
contending  that  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty 
lay  in  procuring  a  supply  from  Wales,  and  giving 
the  outline  of  a  bold  though  very  costly  scheme 
which  would  answer  the  purpose.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Jackson  for  his  kindness 
in  favouring  the  society  with  his  opinions  on  this 
important  question.  The  chairman's  health  having 
been  drunk  with  musical  honours,  the  gathering 
came  to  an  end.  Hon.  Sec. 


WHITE  SWAN  PISCATORIALS. 


Ninety-three  members  attended  the  i  third 
annual  dinner  of  the  White  Swan  Piscatorials,  held 
at  the  W^hite  Swan  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  Wednes- 
day (March  21).  The  President  of  the  club  (Mr. 
H.  W.  Miller)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Dr.  Maberley 
occupied  the  vice-chair. 

The  toast  list — not  a  long  one — was  interspersed 
with  music  and  song,  and  the  chairman,  in  sub- 
mitting the  first  toast,  "  The  King,"  commented 
upon  the  happy  relationship  existing  between 
this  and  other  countries,  and  the  entente  cordiale 
engendered  both  by  his  Majesty's  fine  tact  and 
popularity  across  the  Channel. 

Mr.  Miller  enjoined  the  company  to  drink  right 
loyally  and  deep  to  this  toast. 

Then  followed  Mr.  J.  G.  Cavill  with  an  excellent 
rendering  of  "My  Kingdom,"  for  which  he  received  a 
well-merited  encore,  and  responded  with  "Land  of 
Hope  and  Glory."  The  next  toast — "Our  Society" — 
was  eloquently  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Dugmore, 
and  ably  responded  to  by  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr. 
Warwick  Bagley),  whose  remarks  relative  to  the 
position  of  the  society  commanded  earnest  attention. 
Mr.  Bagley  went  on  to  say  that  although  the  club 
had  only  been  formed  three  years  it  was  already 
numerically  the  strongest  in  the  city,  having  340 
members  a^d  a  snug  balance  in  the  bank,  in  addition 
to  possessing  the  angling  rights  on  some  of  the  best 
waters  in  the  neighbourhood.  Then  up  got  Mr. 
E.  P.  Roberts — for  the  chairman  was  determined 
that  the  proceedings  should  not  flag — who  gave  a 
clever,  humorous  interpretation  of  the  "  Jolly 
Anglers." 

Next  rose  Dr.  Ensor  Trout,  and  in  a  rousing 
speech  submitted  the  toast  of  the  "  Railway  Com- 
panies " — a  toast  one  would  like  to  see  included  a 
little  oftener  at  angling  club  dinners. 

Mr.  Tacon  (of  the  Midland  Railway  Companj') 
suitably  responded. 

The  next  toast — "  The  Executive  " — was  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  F.  H.  Maberley,  who  referred  in 
eulogistic  terms  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  com- 
mittee.   Mr.  Miller  replied. 

Afterwards  the  harmony  continued  without  in- 
terruption until  close  on  the  hour  of  eleven,  when 
the  proceedings  terminated  with  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  a  very  capable  chairman,  and  a  like  ex- 
pression to  mine  host  for  the  excellent  arrangements 
incidental  to  the  gastronomic  part  of  the  enter- 
tainment. 

Mr.  H.  Miller,  jun.,  was  an  efficient  accompanist. 

Brown  Owl. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
5.5  and  .56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,.502.  Fishing.  Patentees:  M.  F.  Blake  and 
F.  C.  Brown,  both  of  Rates  Office,  Guildhall, 
London,  E.C.  Sinkers.  The  disc  is  fitted  with 
conical  studs  on  each  side,  which  embed  in  the 
bottom  to  prevent  drifting,  and  with  a  central 
aperture  to  prevent  spinning  when  being  raised  or 
lowered. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

LivERruDLiAN. — You  must  send  your  name  and 
full  address  before  we  can  insert  your  letter. 
Levant. — Messrs.  Clifford,  Hawiey,  Kent. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


THE  RANGE  LEY  BELLE— DYEING  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  10"  Canada" 
asks  for  the  dressing  of  the  above  fly ;  but  I  think 
that  it  is  the  dressing  of  the  Parmacheene  Belle 
he  wants,  and  not  that  of  the  Rangelev. 

In  the  book  "  Fly-Rods  and  Fly-Tackle,"  by  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Wells,  when  mentioning  the  flies  for  the 
Rangeley  Lakes  at  page  302,  he  gives  as  his  first 
favourite  the  Parmacheene  Belle,  and  makes  no 
mention  whatever  of  the  Rangeley.  His  dressing 
for  the  Parmacheene  Belle  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

"Body,  lemon-yellow  mohair  wrapped  with 
silver  tinsel ;  taU,  two  to  four  strands  of  white  and 
scarlet ;  hackle,  white  and  scarlet  (I  have  sometimes 
wound  both  hackles  on  at  the  .same  time,  and  some- 
times the  white  first  and  the  scarlet  afterwards, 
capping  it  as  it  were ;  the  latter  is  the  better) ; 
wings,  white  striped  with  scarlet,  the  white 
decidedly  predominating." 

I  have  noticed  lately  some  correspondence  in 
your  columns  regarding  dyeing  gut,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  somewhat  strange  that  no  mention  has  been 
made  as  to  the  exhaustive  and,  to  my  mind,  most 
conclusive  experiments  made  by  the  above  author 
on  the  subject,  and  so  well  explained  in  the  afore- 
named book.  It  would  be  trespassing  too  much 
upon  your  space  and  indulgence  to  quote  fully  all 
that  is  said  on  the  subject,  but  may  I  mention  that 
I  have  never  found  any  dye  for  gut  to  equal  that 
got  from  an  equal  quantity  of  Arnold's  writing  fluid 
and  water,  as  recommended  at  page  326  of  Mr. 
Wells'  book. — Yours  truly,  F.  M.  Leslie. 

fl  am  glad  to  find  Major  Leslie  thinks  so  highly 
of  the  work  by  Mr.  Wells.  I  have  often  referred  to 
it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed.] 


YOUNG  RAINBOW^S  SENT  FROM  ENGLAND 
TO  FRANCE. 

De.\r  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  editorial 
notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  24,  as  to 
sending  yearling  trout  to  France,  and  Mr.  L. 
Cookson's  belief,  in  which  you  seem  to  concur,  that 
this  is  the  first  time  live  trout  have  been  sent  from 
this  country  to  France.  We  beg  to  state  that  live 
yearling  trout  and  two-year-olds  of  different  kinds, 
including  rainbows,  have  repeatedly  been  sent  by 
us  to  France  without  loss  from  the  Howietoun 
Fishery,  all  the  way,  that  is  to  say,  from  Scotland. 
The  earliest  of  these  consignments  sent  by  us 
dates  back  as  far  as  1885,  and  similar  despatches 
have  frequently  been  made  since.  Consignments  to 
Ireland,  which  are  regularly  made  by  us,  of  course 
also  involve  a  longer  sea-crossing. 

W^e  also,  on  one  occasion  in  1900,  sent  a  consign- 
ment of  yearling  trout,  in  charge  of  Mr.  John  Byrne, 
quite  successfully  to  the  interior  of  Belgium,  whicli 
is  an  even  longer  journey.  This  successful  transport 
of  fish  to  Belgium  was  commented  on  in  your  paper 
towards  the  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April 
in  that  year,  as  also  in  the  Field  and  other  papers. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  JLa.cintyre, 

Howietoun  Fishery  Co.  Secretary. 

FISHING  AT  KINSALE  AND  BUNCRANA 
(IRELAND). 

De^ve  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  whether  Kinsale  and  Buncrana 
(Ireland)  are  pleasant  places  to  stay  two  or  three 
weeks  at,  with  prospect  of  a  little  good  sea  and 
fresh-water  fishing,  and  homely,  but  comfortable, 
lodging  on  moderate  terms — say  about  June  ? — and 
oblige, — Yours  truly,  Edina. 


REPAIRING  LEAKY  WADING 
STOCKINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Last  season  I  purchased  a  pair  of 
wading  stockings,  and  although  they  did  not  suffer 
from  heavy  work  (being  only  slightly  used)  or 
indifferent  attention,  before  the  season  was  at  an 
end  they  became  very  leaky,  and  I  could  not  use 
them  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  nor  without 
danger  to  myself.  I  painted  them  with  boiled  oil 
to  try  and  stop  the  leakage,  which  is  principally 
about  the  seams,  but  all  was  of  no  use.  I  now 
wish  to  get  them  in  order  for  coming  season,  and 
should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  would  be 
good  enough  to  let  me  know  the  best  remedy  to 
cure  the  defects  and  prevent  further  leakage,  and 
if  there  is  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  waterproofing 
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A  FISHERMAN 

who  would  bo  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  daugh  tcr,  would  like  to  meet  with 
one  or  two  with  a  view  of  making  up  a 
small  party  for  some  Loch  Fishing  in  a 
bracing  part  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
elsewhere. — "  H,"  c/o  Mr.  T.  Bothomlcy, 
Effingham  House,  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  London. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  Elver  Hiz  (4  J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Pishing. — Apply,  The  Managkb, 

ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HiTCHIN. 

A  N  TED. 

Eig^ht  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishings  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  Kiver  Lune :  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  IJ  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises ;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

TROUT  FISHING 


WANTED  TO  RENT, 

Within  an  easy  distanco  of  London, 
Trout  Fishing  on  reasonable  terms.— 
Please  address,  Smith,  24,  Manor  Koad, 
Westcliff-ou-Sca. 

LOUGH  MELVIN. 


Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
LARGE   WOODED    ISLAND,  with 
FURNISHED  COTTAGE,  TO  LET 

¥oT  about  6  weeks,  from  1st  August.  Foul'  miles 
jiost  ami  rail.  I'se  of  boats.— Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  ClioFT,  Iiiish  Keen,  Ballyslianiiou,  W. 
Donegal. 

TROUT  FISHING 


ti  Miles  on  the  Don 

■X*  O         3E3  T 

until  the  end  of  June.    Moderate  rent. 
Playfaih,  Aberdeen. 


EXCELLENT 

TROUT  FISHING 

T o  X. jsrr 

IN  NORTH-WEST  SCOTLAND. 

Spring  and  Summer. 

Loch,  River,  and  Sea  Fishing. 

Comfortable   Lodge.     Low   Rent  per 
month. 

"  D,"  2,  Sunnyside,  Liverpool. 

FOR  SALE. 

A   superior  11  ft.   steel-centre  English-made 
split  eaue-built 

T  r  o  »i  t  Rod, 

with  two  tops,  look  joints,  l  ork  handle,  &c. 
New  condition,  London  maker,  price  28/6. 
Also, 

Pigskin  Fly  Sook, 

with  large  nnm)>er  liest  new  Trout  Flies, 
price  12/6.  Will  send  on  ajiproval. — Addre.ss, 
"  Pawnbrokkk,"  lil,  Jlayfair,  Ilford,  Esstx. 

MISS  ELEANOR  ELLIS, 

Artificial  Fly-Tyer, 

6,  DANBY  TERRACE,  EXMOUTH,  DEVON. 

TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  doz. ;  on 
eyed  hooks,  1/9;  l3ouble-winged 
lloaters,  2/6  per  doz. 

FLIES   FOR    BLAGDON  LAKE 

from  patterns  supplied  by  Mr.  H 
S.  Hall. 

Anglers'  own  patterns  accurately  copied 


WEYMOUTH 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unetiualletl  for  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  front 
Shore  and  Sea. 

Abounding-  in  Whiting,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  as  to  Fishing  generally 
may  be  obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries, 
Angling  Association,  cither 

Mr.  Rowkn  Wkstham,  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  RussKLL, 

St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KIHO. 

President:  II.R.U.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
GOOD  FRIDAY,  APRIL  13,  1906, 

AT  SKVEN  O'CLOCK. 

HANDEL'S 

MESSIAH 

I  he  additional  accompaniments  hy  Mozart  will 
he  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given  with 
llanilcl's  ;i<  companinients  only. 

MRS.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 
MISS  EMILY  rOXCROFT. 
MR.  CHARLES  SAUNDERS. 
MR.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  Balfodr. 
Conductor:  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  6  ;  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7«.  Bd.  ;  Arena,  tis.  ;  Bo.\es,  £1  llx.  6d. 
to  £3  3s.  Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  41,  5f>-.  ; 
Unreserved  (rows  6  to  8),  is.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.  Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall 


WANTED. 

Hardy  "Houghton  "Pattern 
Dry  Fly  Rod, 

10  ft..  Second-hand,  but  good  condition. 
.\ddress — L.  Smelling,  12,  West  Street, 
Sutton,  Surrey. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Ottices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 

SECRETARY. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denhani,  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.),  including 
the  Harerteld  fishery.  Re-stocked  in  1004  with 
3,000  fish,  recently  with  2,800  more.  Country 
Headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).  Aleetings  each  Wed- 
nesday, at  9  p.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  AH  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


"Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKER8GILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


The  Celebrated 


J.J. 


BISCUIT 


IS  NOT  AN  ORDINARY  BISCUIT. 

A  Luxury  and  a  Food  for  Every  Day 
at  an  Every  day  Price. 
Oelicioui  with  Preserved  Fruit,  Raw  Fruit,  Potted 
If  eat,  or  Oheeie. 

Recommended  by  Editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
and  by  many  other  Journals. 

8/6.  Sample  Tins  (post  free)  4/6. 
Smaller  Samples,  t/3. 
Sole  Makers  :  W.  J.  JOUGHIN  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
DOVaX.AS,  XSX.E  OF  MAN. 


Snrpltts  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  APRIL  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  p(>gt  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Srompton  Road,  8.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

Kritish  and  KoreiRn  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles'  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  RicHAitD  'J'.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.    puj^E  T.ISTS  J^REK. 


Fishing  Tackle  Maimer  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach     ...      1«.  6d.  \      Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2«.  Od.  I   MTiite  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3«.  6<J.  f  Green 
Salmon   ...      4s.  6rf.  )        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
'  Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9<i.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals:  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


GUT  MERCHANT. 

Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 
fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  i,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15 in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 
18 in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  aUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4 ; 

2  yards,  2/6 ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 

100, yards,  1/6  ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


NORTH   DEVON.    3f  miles  from 
Railway  Station. 


TO  BE  LET,  FURNISHED, 

by  the  month  or  as  may  be  arranged, 
A   PRETTILY  SITUATED 

COTTAGE  RESIDENCE, 

with  over  Two  Miles  of  Fishing. 

Apply,  Groves-Coopee,  Stapledon  &  Powell, 
Land  Agents  and  Surveyors,  Bridge  Chambers, 
Bideford,  Deyon. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  wc  wlU 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free|( 
i  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIEfl 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d.| 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  chi  apness,  and  killing  jKjwerl 
— having  no  e(|ual.  | 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  TacklJ 
and  j'ly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appl^ 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE ^  SONSj 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  Medical  Kxamination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency 

CASUALTY 

INSUBANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

K.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THK   CASUALTY   INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LTD., 

will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

ILimited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  thetr 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FISHING  TO  BE  LET 


About  Three  Miles  of  Good 

Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing 

On  the  River  Lugg. 

Apply  E.  C.  Rankin,  Estate  Ofi&ce 
Shobdon  R.S.O.,  Herefordshire. 


March  31,  1906 


THE  FISHING-  GAZETTE 


gill  I-  'r»i 
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solution  which  I  could  apply  to  outside  of  the 
stockings  with  a  brush.^Yours  truly, 

Blue  Dtm. 

[I  fear  "  Blue  Dun "  has  done  for  his  waders. 
Oil  and  grease  are  death  to  rubber.    I  never  heard 
r  of  anj-one  oiling  rubber  waders  before.    The  proper 
thing,  and  the  only  thing,  is  to  patch  leaks  with 
waterproof  cloth,  sticking  it  on  with  rubber  solution 
which  is  sold  for  the  purpose.    I  advise  "  Blue 
Dun  "  to  consult  a  firm  of  waterproof  makers,  but 
J  it  looks  as  if  his  waders  never  were  waterproof — 
'  perhaps  he  oiled  tliem  before  use. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IX  IXDIA. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  taken  your  Fishing  Gazette 
now  for  some  time,  and  our  proprietor  (Mr.  T.  P. 
Luscombe)  being  himself  a  fisherman,  and  our  firm 
by  far  the  largest  dealers  in  and  practically  the  only 
manufacturers  of  fishing  tackle  in  India,  we  are 
deeply  interested  in  all  such  matters.  IVIr.  L. 
fancies  j-ou  home  people  hardly  realise  the  size 
and  sporting  powers  of  some  of  the  fish  we  catch  in 
India,  especially  those  of  the  carp  family.  Thus 
Mr.  L.  has  landed  Cipriniis  Catla  (Buchanani), 
561b.,  Latea  Eohita,  461b.,  Cirrma  Cirrosus  (Mirgal), 
•291b.,  Barhus  Tor  Mahseer,  291b.,  Goonch  {Bajarius 
Yarrelli),  over  3001b.,  Purun  (Wallago-attu),  1601b. 
(This  latter  is  to  my  mind  nothing  more  than  the 
Silurus,  or  Sly.)  The  mahseer.  '291b.,  is  only  a  small 
one,  as  they  grow  to  at  least  2001b,  but  he  has  hooked 
and  fairly  played  out  a  mahseer  fully  6ft.  long, 
and  had  it  belly  up  in  slack  water  behind  a  rock, 
when  on  turning  round  to  call  the  native  ^-ith  the 
gaff,  he  slipped  and  fell  into  the  roaring  Jumna, 
hurting  his  head  in  the  fall,  but  his  time  had  not 
come,  as  he  was  washed  into  shallow  water,  and 
got  out  minus  rod  and  fish.  It  took  three  days  to 
recover  rod  and  line,  fish  had  got  off.  Again,  Mr. 
L.  hooked  a  mirgal  in  Dalhousie  square  tank, 
Calcutta,  at  7  a.m.  one  morning,  and  played  it 
until  half -past  3  p.m.,  when  it  got  into  a  bed  of 
dangerous  weeds  and  got  off.  A  great  crowd  had 
collected  round  the  tank,  which  is  about  three 
hundred  yards  square,  and  one  gentleman  who  saw 
the  fish  come  to  the  surface  close  to  him  said  it  was 
fully  6ft.  long.  Within  half  -an-hour  Mr.  L.  had 
hooked  the  561b.  catla,  and  landed  it  in  the  dark 
at  7.30  p.m. 

Wh  at  really  made  me  write  is  an  advertisement 
on  page  iii.  of  Fixhing  Gazette  of  Xov.  11,  1905, 

Wyers'  Hog-back  Spoon  " — save  the  mark ! 
Mr.  L.  invented  and  made  this  very  hog-back  spoon 
as  far  back  as  1868,  and  with  several  modifications 
has  made  and  sold  them  ever  since  in  large  quan- 
tities, and  the  spoon  is  well  knovvn  as  "  Lus- 
eombe's "  (see  Alleock's  price  lists).  Also  the 
mount  as  shown  in  that  ad\ertisement  is  much  too 
flirnsj-,  and  a  mahseer  of  any  size  would  soon  chew 
it  up. 

Again,  on  page  356,  under  heading  a  "  Real 
Punjaub  Spoon  Wanted,"  by  E.  C.  Harvie.  He 
probably  means  our  pattern  No.  3  half-hogged 
pear-shaped,  as  this  Ls  the  favourite  spoon  used 
in  the  Punjaub,  and  mostly  supplied  by  us. 

We  are  sending  you  herewith  three  specimen 
mounted  spoons,  which  you  might  try  :  — 

No.  1,  one  IJin.,  pattern  1,  broad-hogged  gUt 
spoon  mounted,  solid  brazed  ring  swivel  and  two 
trebles,  tailed  mount,  easily  removable  ;  our 
sign,  T. 

No.  2,  one  IJin.,  pattern  2,  narrow-hogged 
silvered  and  gilt  spoon  mounted,  swivel  and  split 
ring,  and  N.P.  mount  of  one  brazed  eyed  single 
link  hook  and  one  treble. 

No.  3,  one  lin.,  pattern  3  (Punjaub),  half-hogged 
pear-shaped  silvered  spoon  mounted,  swivel,  and 
Split  ring  and  two  single  hooks.  These  are  the 
Spoons  that  account  for  three-fourths  of  the  mahseer 
killed  in  Northern  India. 

We  have  also  many  specialities  in  tackle,  especially 
our  Chelwa  tat;kle  (see  page  25  of  enclosed  li.st),  and 
Mr.  L.  considers  this  the  best  spinning  tackle  (or 
running)  he  knows.  He  does  not  spin  at  all  for 
large  mahseer,  but  puts  the  dead  bait  on  perfectly 
straight,  with  point  of  N.P.  hook  protruding  from 
vent,  and  nms  the  bait  belly  downwards  in  running 
water,  and  does  best  thus. 

Since  writing  as  before,  we  have  read  Mr.  H.  S. 
Thomas'  letter  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  25,  1905, 
and  thank  him  for  the  same.  But  as  Mr.  Thomas, 
I  Ijelieve,  did  almost  all  his  mahseer  fishing  in  the 
Madras  Presidency,  and  had  almost  all  his  ex- 
perience there,  his  book  is  a  better  guide  for  Madras 
fishing  than  for  Northern  India,  where  the  fishing 
is  quite  different.  Fishing  literature  is,  in  my 
opinion,  much  overloaded  with  the  writing  of 
faddists,  and  it  is  difficult  to  pick  out  th(»  wheat 
from  the  chaff  ;  otherwise  the  "  North  Punjaub 
Fishing  Club's  Handbook,",  fourth  edition  (third 
out  of  print),  is,  in  o\ir  opinion,  the  best  guide  to 
Northern  Indian  fishing,  and  in  it  the  article  on 
the  "  Girri  "  is  first-class.  This  book  is  procurable 
from  us,  price,  8  rupees  8  annaa.    We  send  a  good 


deal  of  tackle,  especially  spoons,  to  England,  and 
can  produce  evidence  of  both  salmon  and  trout 
having  been  killed  on  our  spoons  — Yours  truly, 

T.  P.  Luscombe. 
T.  P.  Luscombe  &  Co.,  5,  Goodshcd-road, 
Allahabad. 

[The  spoons  and  hooks  Mr.  Luscombe  sends  are 
first-rate — both  extra  strong  and  yet  small. — Ed. J 

UNBLEACHED  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  many  letters  of  the 
various  correspondents  which  have  appeared  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  also  your  own 
notes  in  your  issue  of  March  17,  respecting  silkworm 
gut  being  bleached  and  unbleached.  I  herewith  en- 
close you  a  small  bundle  of  gut  with  the  bark,  or 
outer  film,  still  on  which  I  have  had  in  this  condi- 
tion for  five  years.  I  also  send  you  a  small  number 
of  strands  taken  from  the  same  bundle  with  the 
bark  removed  which  I  should  like  you  to  compare 
with  any  so-called  "  bleached  "  gut. 

I  should  also  deem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  kindly 
soak  the  barked  gut  in  some  hot  water,  and  when 
well  soaked  remove  the  bark  with  the  fingers,  let 
it  dry,  without  rubbing  or  polishing,  and  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  the  gut  importer  (mentioned  hy 
you)  that  the  term  "  bleached  "  is  a""  mania,"  and 
I  need  hardly  say  a  delusion.  By  the  tone  of  the 
many  letters  from  your  correspondents  it  has 
deceiv^ed  general  anglers,  who  are  evidently  under 
the  impression  that  after  the  bark  is  removed 
it  is  subject  to  a  chemical  process  which  reduces  the 
strength  and  the  life  of  each  strand  ;  this  is  entirely 
wrong.  The  elaboration  of  gut  from  its  barked  stage 
is  very  simple,  Castille  soaps  and  water  playing 
the  most  prominent  part,  and  a  process^of  drying  and 
rubbing  is  all  that  is  needed. 

With  regard  to  "  Refina,"  or  finest  gut,  this  is 
alwaj's  of  a  yellower  or  dirty  shade  after  the  bark 
is  removed  (some  more  than  others),  which  is 
caused  through  the  worm  being  of  a  different 
species  to  the  worm  that  produces  the  stouter 
kinds.  I  notice  Mr.  Allcock  states  "  having  recently 
received  a  small  consignment  with  the  outer  skin, 
or  film,  which  when  boiled  peels  off  and  leaves  the 
gut  white,  so  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  unbleached  gut  can  possibly  be  had  'different  to 
the  enclosed  sample  in  colour.  I  shall  in  future 
import  all  extra  fine  gut  unbleached,  as  it  is  ni\ich 
stronger  " — then  why  not  import  the  Fina,  Regular, 
and  other  substances  unbleached.  This  I  think 
clearly  proves  that  so-called  "  bleaching  "  is  a 
"  myth."  Possibly  some  elaborators  resort  to  a 
process  of  fumigating  gut  which  is  old  and  of  a 
bad  colour  to  whiten  it,  but  no  experienced  gut 
expert  would  have  this  foisted  on  him  as  gut  of  the 
latest  season's  production. 

I  would  also  point  out  to  those  correspondents 
who  are  wanting  this  so-called  unbleached  gut  that 
silkworm  gut  is  not  manufactured  to  order,  but 
subject  to  the  production  of  the  worm  when  the 
season  of  the  year  comes  round  to  produce  its  crop. 
The  harvest  generally  commences  in  June,  which, 
after  leaving  the  hands  of  the  peasants,  is  ready  for 
disposal  to  the  gut  importers  in  the  following 
September,  so  that  all  the  best  grades  are  soon 
placed  and  the  stock  exhausted,  which  cannot  be 
replenished  until  the  next  harvest. — ^Yours  truly, 

Padron  Primero. 

[This  is  getting  awful.  On  the  one  hand  Messrs. 
S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  and  other  importers  of  highest 
authority,  say  bleaching  gut  weakens  it,  and  now 
"  Padron  Primero  "  says  it  can't  weaken  it  because 
the  gut  isn't  bleached.  This  seems  to  strike  at  the 
very  root  of  the  whole  business. — Ed.]- 


UNBLEACHED  GUT. 

De.\r  Sir, — It  appears  almost  unnecessary  to 
form  the  combine  suggested  by  your  correspondent, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bannatyne,  to  obtain  imbleached  gut. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  informed 
me  that  he  had  in  stock  all  grades  of  this  gut,  and 
sent  me  a  15in.  hank  of  "  Refina,"  which  I  asked 
for,  by  return  of  post. 

It  looks  much  like  other  gut,  but  has  a  faint 
yellowish  tinge.  I  have  not  the  appliances  to 
measure  the  thickness  of  strands  as  done  by  "  Fly." 
A  fairly  stout  average  strand  (which  I  enclose),  the 
first  taken  out,  after  five  minutes  in  water  lifted  a 
41b.  weight  without  any  sign  of  failure.  Without 
experience,  which  the  season's  fishing  will  I  hope 
supply,  it  is  impossible  to  say  more  of  this  gut, 
which  seems  excellent. — Yours  truly,    R.  A.  S. 

P.S. — I  have  no  interest  in  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins, 
other  than  tliat  of  having  used  his  tackle  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years. 

CHAMOIS  LEATHER  AS  A  GUT  PRE- 
SERVATIVE. 
Dear  Sir, — From  time  to  time  during  the  past 
few  weeks  letters  have  appeared  in  your  columns 
under  some  such  heading  as  the  above. 


It  may,  perhaps,  be  a  comfort  to  those  of  your 
readers  who  possess  pouches  made  of  chamois 
leather  to  know  that  my  experience  of  this  class  of 
cast  case  is  the  reverse  of  Colonel  Meysey-Thompson's. 
Somewhere  about  t,wenty-fivo  years  ago  I  made 
myself  a  cast  case  of  chamois  leather  ;  in  it  I  kept, 
and  still  keep,  gut  of  all  descriptions. 

During  this  lengthy  period  I  cannot  recall  a  single 
instance  of  a  breakage  due  to  rottenness.  A  few 
seasons  ago  I  killed  nine  salmon  up  to  251b.  weight 
on  an  old  cast,  which  to  my  certain  knowledge  had 
been  in  my  case  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  last 
season  I  landed  a  salmon  of  271  b.  on  one  of  Carter's 
finest  twisted  gut  traces,  which,  when  not  in  use, 
had  been  kept  in  chamois  leather  three  seasons. 

On  March  17,  trouting  with  fly,  and  using  one 
of  the  finest  "  Hercules  "  casts,  I  hooked  and 
played  a  salmon  for  over  an  hour,  losing  him  ulti- 
mately by  the  casting  line  being  cut  on  a  snag. 
This  cast  had  also  been  kept  in  chamois  leather. 

I  mention  these  three  cases  as  showing  different 
descriptions  of  gut,  and  I  think  they  go  far  to  prove 
that  chamois  leather  is  certainly  in  no  way  in- 
jurious. This  leather  is,  I  believe,  made  from  the 
"  corium,"  or  inner  skin,  of  the  sheep,  the  wool  being 
removed  either  by  immersion  in  a  milk  of  caustic 
lime  or  by  a  process  of  "  sweating  " — partial  putre- 
faction— the  wool  being  then  scraped  off  and  the 
lime  removed  from  the  skin  by  washing  in  water  ; 
it  is  then  treated  with  some  nutritive  medium  to 
render  it  soft. 

Very  possibly  the  cause  of  the  rottenness  of 
which  Colonel  Meysey-Thompson  complains  is  due 
to  some  after  process,  used  to  make  inferior  skins 
more  saleable,  but  I  am  unable  to  say  if  such  is  the 
case.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the  firm  from  whom 
I  purchased  my  leatlier  informed  me  it  had  been 
prepared  in  the  usual  way,  was  of  the  best  quality, 
and  had  not  been  "  faked." — Yours  truly, 

E.  B.  Hartley,  Lt.-Col. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  my  Fishing  • 
Gazette  has  come  to  hand,  containing  letters  from 
Mr.  Allcock  and  Hardy  Bros.,  which  render  my 
letter  quite  superfluous.  No  matter ;  it  may  as 
well  be  consigned  to  your  waste-paper  basket  as 
to  mine.  In  any  case,  as  you  remarked  about  that 
most  excellent — I  have  proved  its  excellence — 
"  panacea  for  all  ills  " — "  Mars  Oil  " — it  is  onlj-  a 
case  of  "  rubbing  it  in." 


THE   PRESERVATION  OF  GUT,  ETC., 
FIFTY  YEARS  OLD. 

DE.-iR  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  the  sample  we  sent  you  of  the  india- 
rubber  cast  case  only  had  two  pockets,  but  you  can 
put  as  many  as  you  like  together,  like  sheets  of  note- 
paper.  We  do  not  recommend  casts  to  be  kept  in 
these  ;  they  are  only  used  for  taking  casts  to  the 
river  to  save  the  trouble  of  having  to  wait  while 
they  are  soaking.  I  had  a  fly-book  belonging  to  a 
gentleman  who  is  just  going  in  for  fishing.  He  has 
taken  some  shooting,  and  the  fishing  goes  with  it, 
so  he  is  going  to  try  his  hand  at  fly-fishing.  He 
brought  me  his  fly-book  to  examine  ;  it  was  given 
to  him  some  fifty  years  ago  with  the  flies  and  gut.  I 
tested  both  flies  and  gut,  and  some  of  it  was  as  good 
as  ever,  although  a  little  discoloured.  The  gut 
on  the  flies  was  quite  strong  ;  now  the  flies  and 
casts  had  been  merely  kept  in  the  book  between 
leaves  of  parchment. — Yom's  truly, 

William  Hearder. 


NATURAL  GUT  AND  TACKLE  jMANT"- 
FACTURERS. 

^  De.'\.r  Sir, — I  think  that  for  crass  stupidity  and 
want  of  enterprise  wholesale  fishing  tackle  manu- 
facturers must  stand  easily  first  among  British 
business  men. 

To  my  knowledge  (and  still  more  to  yours,  Mr. 
Editor),  there  has  been  an  almost  universal  demand 
from  practical  fishermen  for  a  logical  and  uni\-ersal 
system  of  numbering  hooks  for  at  least  twenty -five 
years,  and  we  are  still  tormented  by  the  senseless 
and  confusing  scales  which  are  still  in  use.  As  far 
back  as  1886  or  '87,  the  question  of  unbleached  gut 
was  mooted,  and  many  fi.shermen  wrote  about  that 
time  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  inquirmg  for  it,  but 
we  are  as  far  from  getting  it  as  e\-er.  Surely  those 
who  use  fishing  appliances  should  be  the  best  judges 
of  wliat  they  require — but,  no  !  the  manufacturers 
say,  "  We  are  the  judges,  and  you  must  take  what 
we  svipply,  or  go  without  !  " 

Would  this  be  tolerated  for  a  moment  in  any 
other  trade  ?  I  doubt  it.  About  the  year  1887, 
Mr.  Allcock  did  send  me  a  sample  of  natural  gut, 
and  very  excellent  stuff  it  was,  but  I  never  could 
get  it  from  a  retail  house.  The  natural  gut  was 
covered  with  a  yellow  crust,  which  looked  like  the 
yolk  of  an  egg  ;  but  this  was  very  easily  removed, 
without  in  the  least  degree  altering  the  quality  of 
the  gut.  Why  fishing-tackle  makers  insist  on  our 
buying  gut  with  a  most  objectionable  glitter,  which 
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itjis'the  object  of  everyjfishorman"'to  remove  as 
soon  as  possible,  they  only  know — "  and  they 
won't  tell." 

I  enclose  a  strand  of  gut  which  has  been  dyed  by 
steeping  in  a  mixture  of  turf 'soot  and  water.  It 
is  old  (about  four  years),  so  that  its  present  strength 
cannot  be  great,  but  when  new  it  was  good. 

I  also  enclose  a  few  strands  of  gut,  about  three 
years  old,  which  has  been  kept  in  a  chamois  leather 
bag.    Would  you  kindly  test  it  ? 

With  apologies  for  length  of  letter. — Yours  truly. 

Green  Wren. 

P.S. — I  don't  hold  with  dyed  gut  as  a  rule,  but 
Use  the  turf  soot  dye  for  peaty  water. 


PRESERVATION  OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Apropos  of  the  discussion  on  the 
preservation  of  gut,  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  the 
following  method  of  improving  or  renovating  a 
gut  cast  is  of  any  use.  I  once  saw  an  old  and  ex- 
perienced angler  soak  his  cast  in  a  cup  of  new  or 
warm  milk,  and  he  told  me  it  was  the  best  thing  to 
do  to  strengthen  the  gut.  It  gave  the  gut  something 
"  to  feed  upon  "  was  his  expression,  if  I  remember 
aright.   He  referred  especially,  I  think,  to  old  gut. 

I  would  at  same  time  be  grateful  for  any  hint  as 
to  how  flies  tied  with  tinsel  can  be  brightened  when 
the  tinsel  has  become  dark  from  use  or  exposure, 
which,  after  a  time,  it  invariably  does  ?  I  have  a 
number  of  flies  which  have  lost  their  lustre,  and 
which  I  am  very  loth  ,  to  consider  spoilt. — Yours 
truly,  C. 

CHAMOIS   LEATHER  AND  THE  PRESER- 
VATION OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  thoroughly  endorse  what 
Messrs.  R.  Wheatley  and  Son  say  in  the  Fishing 
(iazette  as  to  the  preservative  qualities  of  parchment 
as  a  receptacle  in  which  to  keep  gut,  flies,  etc. 

In  my  leather  pocket-book,  which  has  parchment 
leaves  fitted  with  the  ordinary  half-page  and  full- 
page  pockets,  I  never  have  any  trouble  in  keeping 
flies  tied  on  gut,  and  casting  lines,  hanks,  etc..  from 
one  year  to  another  (often  much  longer),  while  in 
tin  boxes,  japanned  and  silvered,  I  find  salmon 
casts  do  not  keep  half  so  well,  but  become  dry  and 
brittle.  In  "  wash-leather,"  which  I  have  sometimes 
tried,  I  often  found  the  gut  weakened  very  ma- 
terially after  it  had  been  kept  awhile. — Yours  truly, 

Lichen  Grey. 


A  FISHING  COMPANION  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — Wishing  to  go  for  a  week's  trout 
fishing  in  either  May  or  June,  I  would  be  glad  of  a 
companion  of  about  twenty-five.  If  any  of  your 
readers  are  in  a  similar  position,  I  would  be  most 
happy  to  meet  them  to  see  if  we  can  make  arrange- 
ments.— Yours  truly,  J.  Ruddy. 

29,  Inman-road,  Harlesden,  N.W. 


"  DO  FISH  FEEL  PAIN  ?  " 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Recently  there  appeared 
several  letters  or  articles  on  this  slibject  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  although  the  query  may  never 
be  satisfactorily  answered,  it  always  seems  to  be 
of  interest. 

WTiile  the  following  incident  will  not  solve  the 
question,  but  will  probably  further  complicate  it, 
it  may  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  add  to  the 
material  already  recorded  on  the  subject. 

"  Once  upon  a  time,"  when  fly  fishing  in  the 
early  morning  from  the  west  shore  of  the  Meinell 
Pond  at  Seaford,  Long  Island,  standing  in  water 
about  knee-deep,  a  trout  rose  to  my  fly,  but  failed 
to  fasten.  At  the  instant  of  striking  there  was  a 
slight  resistance,  and  then  the  line  came  back 
apparently  free,  but  on  the  next  forward  cast  felt 
rather  unnatural,  and  I  began  to  "  strip  "  it  in 
to  examine  the  fly.  At  the  same  time  I  noticed  a 
conmiotion  in  the  water,  and  saw  that  it  was  caused 
by  a  fish  coming  directly  towards  me,  from  whence 
1  had  cast,  and  swimming  near  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  a  very  peculiar  manner.  Keeping  myself 
perfectly  still,  the  fish  continued  in  my  direction, 
and  when  near  me  it  settled  on  the  gravel  bottom 
of  the  pond,  within  a  few  inches  of  my  feet,  where 
1  could  plainly  see  it  was  a  nice  trout.  By  very 
cautious  movements,  I  released  my  net,  and  care- 
fully putting  it  in  the,  water,  by  a  swift  stroke 
caught  the  trout.  It  proved  to  be  in  prime  con- 
dition, and  to  weigh  IJlb.,  and  further  examination 
disclosed  that  one  of  its  eyes  had  recently  been 
torn  out. 

It  then  occurred  to  me  to  finish  pulling  in  the 
line  and  examine  the  fly,  which  was  tied  on  a  No.  10 
old  scale  Sproat  eyed  hook.  The  trout's  eye  was 
impaled  on  the  hook,  wliich  had  penetrated  the 
eye,  so  the  point  was  exposed. 

While  swimming  towards  the  shore,  so  near  the 
surface,  the  actions  of  the  trout  were  twisting 


spirally  over  and  over,  from  side  to  side  and  in  and 
out  of  the  water,  yet  always  in  the  same  direction, 
and  were  so  unusual  and  erratic  that  they  may  have 
indicated  intense  suffering,  or  something  more  than 
simply  the  loss  of  the  sight  of  one  eye.  When, 
however,  the  trout  settled  to  the  bottom  it  remained 
perfectly  passive,  until  taken  in  the  net. — Yours 
very  truly,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  17  "Mansfield's  "query  regarding  "What 
coarse  fishing  is  there  in  Lough  Corrib  ?  "  I  have 
spent  throe  seasons  on  this  lake.  If  "Mansfield  " 
desires  coarse  fishing,  I  would  advise  him  not  to  try 
Lough  Corrib  (which,  however,  is  excellent  for  sal- 
mon and  trout).  I  have  trolled  many  days  for  perch 
and  pike,  but  although  you  get  nice  sized  fish  of 
the  former,  and  may  get  an  odd  monster  of  the 
latter,  and  a  few  small  ones,  this  sport  is  not  good. 
Two  years  since  I  tried  Lough  Ree  (Athlone),  and  I 
had  very  good  sport  that  season,  getting  fifty  or  more 
good  perch  a  day  at  times,  and  some  two  or  three 
pike  generally  a  day,  some  large  pike,  151b.  and 
upwards.  The  lake  is  full  of  perch  and  pike.  I 
have  seen  the  island  fishermen  get  hundreds  in 
drum-nets,  and  "  sniggling  "  from  a  boat— that  is, 
with' a  rudely-cut  rod,  with  linft  and  hook  baited 
with  worms.  This  mode  of  catching  perch  is  very 
successful.  I  trolled  with  about  30  yards  of  line 
out,  and  I  found  a  2in.  gold  Devon  very  deadly, 
and  frequently  you  get  pike  with  it  and  an  odd 
trout.  "The  fishing  is  quite  free,  but  as  with  this 
lake  also  with  Lough  Corrib,  a  boat  is  ^essential. 
If  "  Mansfield  "  does  not  mind  roughing  it  in 
homely  Irish  quarters — June,  July,  and  August 
best  months  for  Lough  Ree — I  will,  if  he  writes 
to  me,  put  him  in  the  way  of  getting  cheap  lodgings 
at  two  or  three  miles  from  lough,  which  will  not 
be  unhandy,  provided  "  Mansfield  "  brings  his 
"  bike,"  or  is  pretty  good  on  Shanks'  pony. — Yours 
truly,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

FISHING  IN  THE  WYE  VALLEY. 

Dear  Sik, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  "readers 
inform  me  tlirough  the  medium  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  what  salmon  and  trout  fishing  there  is  to  be 
had  in  the  Wye  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lugg. 
Also,  if  the  weather  is  usually  mild  there  from 
Easter  time  to  the  first  week  in  May  ?  I  should 
also  like  to  know  the  best  iim  to  stay  at,  and  the 
cost  of  the  licences  for  both  salmon  and  trout,  and 
any  other  information  regarding  same.— Yours 
truly,  March  Brown. 

POACHING  IN  THE  OLD  WEST  RIVER, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing  this  to  ask  if  some- 
thing could  not  be  done  to  prevent  the-  wholesale 
poaching  of  fish  in  the  Old  AVest  River,  so  well 
known  to  many  anglers  in  this  district. 

For  some  weeks  past  labourers  in  the  adjacent 
villages  have  netted  every  and  sometimes  twice 
a  day.  Their  method  is  as  follows  : — Aero  s  a 
narrow  part  of  the  stream,  which  is  nowhere  very 
wide,  they  stretch  a  net,  and  then  a  number  of 
them  go,  perhaps  half  a  mile,  upstream,  and  then 
return  towards  the  net,  splashing  the  water,  which, 
of  course,  frightens  the  fish  into  the  net,  which  is 
then  pulled  up,  and  the  result  is,  without  exagger- 
ation, cartloads  of  fish  are  hawked  around  the 
villages.  Years  ago  one  could  go  and  easily  catch 
101b.  to  151b.  of  grand  fighting  roach  in  half  a  day, 
but  now,  owing  to  the  dastardly  action  of  these 
netsmen,  one  is  lucky  if  one  gets  as  many  ounces. 
Surely  the  law  could  step  in  and  prevent  this  ? — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Newman. 

[The  law  cannot  act  unless  the  owner  of  the  water,' 
or  someone  duly  authorised  by  him,  puts  it  in  action. 
It  certainly  seems  a  pity  that  any  good  water  near 
a  large  town,  or  any  other  water,  should  be  ruined 
in  this  way.  Why  do  not  Cambridge  anglers  try 
to  rent  it,  and  then  preserve  it  ? — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  EASTER. 

De.\r  Sir, — I  aim  thinking  of  taking  up  dry-fly 
fishing,  a  branch  of  angling  with  which  I  have 
hitherto  had  no  practical  experience. 

Is  it  possible  to  get  some  good  fishing  for  a  few 
days  at  Easter,  with  instruction  in  the  art  of 
casting  the  dry-fly,  on,  say,  the  Itchen,  which  seems 
to  be  the  most  popular,  or  some  other  dry-fly  river  ? 

A  small  hotel  water  where  Simday  fishing  is 
allowed  would  suit  me.  Any  information  would 
be  highly  valued  by — Yours  truly.  Tyro. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  as  fond  of  fishing  as  ever,  but, 
alas  !  I  cannot  now  manage  to  stand  the  fatigue 
of  stooping  and  scrambling  by  the  riverside  as  I 


could  a  few  years  back.  I  am  now,  therefori', 
pretty  much  confined  to  lake  fishing  from  a  bout. 

1  should  bo  very  grateful  if  some  good  brother  of 
the  rod  could  recommend  me  some  quiet  place  where^ 
I  could  find  comfortable   quarters   for  self  an 
daughter,  and  where  I  could  combine  fair  spoi 
with  the  fly-rod  with  picturesque  scenery.    I  shouli 
probably  go  about  the  middle  or  end  of  May.- 

YourS  truly,  OCTOGENARIAN. 

Bucks. 


FISHING  AT  OSTEND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  spend  the  summei 
at  Ostend.  Will  someone  kindly  tell  me  whal 
possibilities  there  are  for  pier  fisyiing,  or  from  other' 
places  ?  Also  if  there  is  any  fresh-water  fishing 
handy.  In  the  case  of  pier  fishing,  what  tackle 
should  one  have,  size  of  hooks,  etc.  ?  I  should 
think  a  throw-outline  would  suffice. — Yours  truly, 

Brus.sels  Sprout, 


A  BIG  FRESH-WATER  MUSSEL. 


Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  a  photo  of 
fresh -water  mussel.  It  was  taken  from  the  Coined 
at  Stanwell  Moor,  near  Staines.  It  is  12in.  in 
length,  7Jin.  in  girth,  and  weighs  9Joz. — Yours 
truly,  E.  VV.  Winkxev. 


DRESSING  FOR  SEA  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  chapter  on  "  Sea  Angling," 
appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  J^Iarch  24,  a 
mixture  of  coal-tar  and  turpentine  is  recommended 
as  a  dressing  for  hemp  or  flax  sea  lines.  The  pro- 
portion of  tar  and  turpentine,  and  the  number  of 
coatings  required,  is  not  mentioned,  however. 

Will  some  brother  angler  kindly  give  those 
particulars,  and  much  oblige  ?  When  in  South 
Africa,  the  writer  was  told  the  Malay  professional 
fishermen  dressed  their  lines  with  pig's  blood.  Can 
any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  throw  any  light 
on  the  subject  ? — Yours  truly. 

One  New  to  Sea  Fishing. 


ADHESIVE  PLASTER  AND  ITS  USES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  "  Some  Odds  and  Ends  "  in  tha 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  24,  I  notice  the  use  of 
Mead's  adhefiive  plaster  for  binding  a  broken  rod 
I  assume  the  plaster  is  similar  to  Johnson's  adhesive 
plaster,  a  rubber  facing  on  cotton  back.  If  so, 
either  of  them  is  a  specific  for  the  prevention  of 
blister.^  on  tlie  hand.  In  my  own  case,  the  second 
joint  of  the  forefinger  is  blistered  by  a  long  day's 
fishing,  but  a  single  wrapping  of  Johnson's  plaster, 
one  inch  wide,  I  have  found  to  be  infallible.  I  carry 
a  length  in  my  basket  wound  on  a  short  length  of' 
lead  pencil,  and  it  is  very  handy. — Yours  truly, 

ARRO 

GRAYLING  FLY  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
Mr.  T.  Kenyon,  our  firm  make  a  speciality  of 
Mr.  Rolt's  grayling  flies,  of  which  we  have  the 
full  range  of  patterns  tied  from  sample  flies  supplied 
by  himself  ;  upon  receipt  of  Mr.  K.'s  addre.ss,  wo 
shall  have  pleasure  in  forwarding  him  one  of  o\ir 
illustrated  catalogues. — Youi-s  truly, 

Francis  M.  Walbran  ("  Halcyon  "). 

"RECORD  OF  LARGE  FISH,  OTHER 
THAN  SALMON,"  ETC. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  "  Record  of  Large  Fish,  other 
than  Salmon,  of  the  Past  Season,  1905-6."  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine,  published  in  your  issue  of  March  24. 
I  see  no  reference  made  to  Loch  Lomond.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  those  who  know  this  fine  sheet 
(and  perhaps  to  those  who  do  not)  to  supplement 
Mr.  Jardine's  list  by  a  reference  to  loch  trout  of 
31b.  and  upwards  caught  during  the  past  season 
in  that  loch  : — 

April,  1905.— Loch  trout— 31b.,  31b.,  71b.,  9Jlb. 

May.—m)..  3}lb.,  3ilb.,  3Jlb.,  3Hb.,  3ilb.,  3.Ub., 
3ilb.,  3ilb.,  41b.T  51b.,  51b.,  and  91b. 
'./wne.— 31b.,  6ilb.,  VJlb.,  8ilb. 

August. — 91b.-^ Yours  truly"    Henry  Lamond. 

Secretary,  Loch  Lomond  Angling 
Improvement  Association. 

INTERESTING  BREEDING  OPERATIONS 
AT  THE  ZOO. 

Dear  Sir, — When  I  was  at  the  Zoological 
Gardens  (London)  last  week  I  saw  a  brown  trout 
laying  eggs  and  a  rainbow  milting  on  them.  There 
are  only  these  two  in  the  compartment,  so  there  is 
no  mistaking  whore  they  are.  I  am  almost  certain 
of  my  facts.  I  think  these  eggs  ought  to  be  taken-; 
care  of  by  some  pisciculturist,  as  the  water  at  the' 
Zoological  Gardens  would  not  be  the  proper  tem- 
perature, I  fancy. — Yours  truly, 

Cyrus  Morrall. 

[^Several  lettert  wre  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Gresham  Angling  Society. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  report,  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  at  which 
the  pre.sident  of  the  society.  Lord  CJeorge  Hamilton, 
took  the  chair,  was  a  moat  pleasant  afEair,  made 
pleasanter  by  the  presence  of  so  many  ladies. 

Spring  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland. 

Writings  on  the  subject  of  spring  salmon  fishing 
in  Scotland  have  of  late  years  occupied  some 
considerable  space  in  this  journal,  and  its  pleasures 
have  been  so  invitingly  told  to  our  readers  that 
we  take  to  ourselves  some  credit  from  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  anglers  who  participate  in 
this  .sport  are  now  at  least, six  times  as  numerous 
as  they  were. 

It  is  now  three  years  since  there  appeared  in  our 
column.s  a  glowing  account  by  Mr.  Philip  Geen  of 
the  possibilities  of  Loch  Ness — "  A  spring  salmon 
fishing,  absolutely  free,  within  a  day's  march,  by 
rail,  of  London.  I  here  boldly  give  out — 'Loch 
Ness  is  to  be  as  Loch  Tay  was.'  " 

A  rejMling  of  the  article  in  the  issue  of  March  24, 
entitled,  "Loch  Ness,  Fort  Augustus,  N.B.,"  will 
fho\t  that  the  prognostications  then  made  as  to 
the  promising  future  before  Loch  Ness  have  been 
amply  fulfilled,  and  this  season,  in  spite  of,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  very  unpropitious  weather,  record 
catches  have  been  made,  and  the  number  of 
fish  caught  would  appear  to  depend  only  on  the 
numbers  of  the.  anglers. 

It  appears,  too,  that  the  opening  week  was, 
again,  the  best  week  of  all.  This  also  bears  out  our 
contention  of  three  years  ago — "  Were  the  season 
to  commence,  as  it  undoubtedly  should,  on  Jan.  1, 
the  six  weeks  now  lost  would  be  incomparably  the 
best  for  this  loch  and  river." 

We  believe  that  the  question  of  an  earlier 
opening  is  now  under  consideration  with  (hose- in 
authori'tjr: 


An  Angling  Trip  to  Sardinia. 

I  think  it  quite  possible  the  following  note  and 
information  from  my  friend,  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton,  may 
prove  useful  to  some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle 
on  the  look-out  for  fresh  fishing  waters.  Mr. 
Payton  says : — 

"  An  old  friend  of  mine  at  Genoa,  G.  Dormer 
Pawcus,  who  fished  with  Senior  and  me  on 
the  Gula,  in  Norway,  writes  me  that  he  and 
some  friends  have  chartered  a  large  sea-going  tug 
for  a  month's  trip  to  Sardinia,  leaving  Genoa  abOOt 
May  1,  and  could  take  a  couple  of  friends,  who 
would  not  mind  a  little  roughing  it,  as  passengers. 
Tug  originally  a  steam  yacht,  so  accommodation 
better  than  usual.  He  says  they  are  going  to  helf 
at  a  tunny  fishery,  and,  in  addition  to  seeing  that 
fishing,  which  is  a  sight  in  itself,  there  would  be 
chances  of  trying  for  tunny  with  rod  and  line,  and 
doubtless  some  trout  fishing.  The  idea  would  be  to 
charge  £30  each  for  the  trip,  including  food  and 
ordinary  wine.  From  what  I  know  of  Dormer 
Fawcus,  I  think  the  catering  would  be  liberal,  and 
it  would  be  an  interesting,  independent  kind  of 
trip — good  chances  for  sport  and  snapshotting. 
Further  particulars  can  be  had  of  G.  Dormer 
Fawcus,  Esq.,  9,  Via  Umberto  I.,  Quiato-al-Mare, 
presso  Genova,  Italy." 

Mr.  Payton  adds  : — "  It  was  either  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  or  Field  that  I  saw  last  year  that  an 
Englishman  had  tried  for  tunny  with  rod  in  Sar- 
dinian waters,  and  had  fun  with  some  of  the 
smaller  ones,  30lb.  or  so,  and  had  some  smashes. 
He  u-sed  a  spinning  feather,  but  I  should  think 
mackerel  or  other  smallish  fish  on  suitable  spinners 
would  be  worth  trying,  also  some  of  the  large 
artificial  baits  made  for  sea-travelling  anglers." 

The  Teifi. 

Mr.  Daniel  Evans,  member  of  the  Teifi  Board  of 
Conservators  for  seventeen  years,  writes  : — • 

"  The  correspondent  in  your  issue  of  March  31 
appears  to  me  to  be  writing  more  in  spite  and  to 
insult  successful  anglers  than  anything  else.  I  think 
I  can  put  my  hand  on  the  grumbler.  He  flies  into 
a  temper  if  he  hears  that  anyone,  except  himself, 
catches  a  fish.  He  insinuates  that  all  the  fraternity 
on  the  Teifi  are  either  ignorant  or  dishonest.  I 
daresay  they  know  a  kelt  as  well  as  he  does.  In  the 
first  place,  he  says  the  river  is  well  known  to  be  a 
late  one.  In  reply  to  this,  I  will  give  the  report  of 
the  head  water-bailiff  at  a  meeting  held  on 
March  23: — Coracle  nets  in  February:  Twenty- 
nine  fish,  averaging  15lb.,  biggest  30lb.  ;  coracle 
nets  from  March  1  to  March  20  :  forty-nine  fish, 
averaging  161b.,  biggest  251b.,  prices  from  2s.  to 
2s.  6d.  ;  rods,  five  fish.  I  saw  four  out  of  these 
five  fish  (what  I  daresay  your  correspondent  did 
not  do),  and  can  safely  say  that  they  were  perfectly 
clean.  The  61b.  fish  he  mentions  was  included  in 
the  four  I  saw.  After  fishing  regularly  for  twenty- 
five  years,  I  ought  to  know  a  kelt.  His  insinuations 
as  regards  getting  people  down  to  catch  kelts  are 
scandalous.  His  statement  as  to  sending  seventeen 
kelts  to  Bridgend  is,  I  suppose,  an  attempt  at 
a  joke  on  his  part.  No  sane  man  would  send  unclean 
fish  to  Bridgend,  and  certainly  no  sane  dealer  would 
buy  them.  Now,  does  not  the  fact  that  eighty-three 
fish,  averaging  about  16lb.  each,  caught  up  to 
March  20,  explode  his  theory  as  to  the  lateness  of 
the  river  ?  I  hope.  Sir,  that  as  you  have  given 
such  prominence  to  the  other  misleading  report, 
you  will  kindly  do  the  same  with  this." 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Evans  for  this  infor- 
mation, and  should  like  to  hear  what  the  corre- 
spondent who  wrote  about  the  Teifi  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  31  has  to  say. 

Canon  Greenwell. 

Anglers  in  different  parts  of  the  country  have 
written  to  ask  me  if  there  was  any  foundation  for 
the  report  that  Canon  Greenwell  had  celebrated 
his  eighty-sixth  birthday  by  catching  a  Tweed 
salmon  of  721b.  Fearing  that  the  Canon  had  had 
no  .such  luck,  I  asked  him,  and  he  says  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  story  is  absolutel}' 
without  any  foundation  whatever." 

To  have  invented  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
fishing  flies  and  to  have,  killed  by  far  the  greatest 
Salmo  salar  ever  caught  by  an  angler  would,  indeed, 
have  been  too  mucli  for  the  gods  to  bestow  on  one 
mortal.  .  .  '  .'  .    . . 


"Still  Another  Fishing  Yarn." 

A  friend  writes  : — 

"Still  another  fishing  yarn!  Dd  you  recognise 
the  initials?  Needless  to  say,  the  newspaper 
which  publishes  the  letter  is  an  Irish  one.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  point  to  find  out  from  the 
personal  experience  of  your  readers  how  long  it 
takes  a  fish  (salmon)  to  rid  itself  of  the  hooks 
under  similar  circumstances.  I  suppose  they  really 
do,  unless  they  fall  a  victim  to  some  other  temp- 
tation ?  However,  I  am  an  ignoramus  seeking  for 
information." 

"Am  EXTBAORDINARY  CaTCH. 

"Sir, — While  salmon  fi.8hing  in  a  river  not 
twenty  miles  from  Castlebellingham,  on  March  26, 
the  following  almost  incredible  occurrence  took 
place.  I  refrain  from  appending  my  name,  as  I 
anticipate  unbelief,  but  it  is  an  absolute  fact,  and 
I  could  bring  at  least  a  dozen  witnesses  to  prove 
it: — I  was  worming  a  pool  with  an  ordinary  single 
salmon  worm-hook.  I  felt  something  at  my  bait, 
as  I  supposed,  and  some  of  my  line  was  run  out. 
I  raised  my  point  preparatory  to  striking,  when 
to  my  surprise  my  bait  and  hook  appeared  above 
the  water  intact,  and  hanging  on  to  my  bait  a 
piece  of  gut,  with  an  evident  fish  at  the  end  of  it. 
I  thought  that  somehow  my  bait  had  got  twisted 
round  the  strange  gut,  and  that  when  I  put  any 
strain  on  it  would  immediately  slip  oS  my  hook. 
Not  so,  however.  My  hook  was  fast  in  the  loop 
at  the  loose  end  of  the  trace  that  was  in  the  fi.sh. 
I  played  and  landed  the  fish,  which  was  151b.  The 
fish  had  in  its  mouth  a  '  blue  phantom,'  and  4ft. 
of  single  gut  trace  attached  to  it.  Five  days 
previously  I  had  seen  this  minnow  and  trace  used 
and  lost  in  a  fish  fifty  yards  below  where  I  found 
it,  by  a  friend. 

"  What  are  the  chances  of  a  single  hook  catch- 
ing in  a  small  loop  at  the  loose  end  of  a  trace  in 
running  water  ? — Yours,  etc.,  "T.  B.  W. 

"March  27." 

What  are  the  chances  ?  Well,  I  should  say  it 
never  happened  before  and  will  never  happen 
again,  and  yet  I  quite  believe  it  did  happen  as 
"T.  B.  W."  describes. 


A  Natural  Error. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  writes  :— 

"  You  fell  into  a  natural  mistake,  for  the 
secretary's  letter  ought  to  have  given  the  club  its 
full  designation — that  is,  the  Edinburgh  Saturday 
Angling  Club.  The  secretary  lives ,  at  Dudding- 
stone,  but  the  club  does  not  hail  from  there,  at  all. 
Duddingstone  Loch  affords  good  skating  and  curl- 
ing, but  it  is  not  an  angler's  paradise." 

A  Note  from  the  Usk. 

Mr.  Harry  Powell,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Bridge- 
street,  Usk,  in  rejjjy  to  a  note  sent  him,  says  : — 

Referring  to  your  inquiry  about  the  salmon 
fishing,  the  prospects  have  been  rather  gloomy, 
for  although  the  water  has  been  in  verj''  good  order, 
not  a  single  fish  had  been  seen  until  yesterday, 
when  a  Mr.  Richards  killed  a  20-pounder,  and  I 
believe  a  couple  more  were  .seen  moving  up.  The 
tronting  has  been  excellent.  I  ■will  write  you 
further  if  salmon  fishing  any  good. 

"  March  31,  1906." 

Ease  for  one's  Feet  in  Wading. 

Probably  most  anglers  who  wade  or  wear  heavy 
fishing  boots  have  at  times  been  bothered  by 
unusual  pressure  on  favourite  corns.  For  all  such 
inconveniences,  and  also  as  a  cure,  the  most  sensible 
and  practical  thing  is  Johnson  and  Johnson's 
antiseptic  corn  plaster,  which  requires  neither  heat 
nor  moisture,  and  takes  up  no  room  to  sjjeak  of. 
Each  plaster  has  a  short  strap  of  adhesive  tape 
attached,  so  that  it  looks  like  Saturn  with  his  ring. 
It  is  an  American  idea,  and  far  and  away  the  best 
thing  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  triad.  Most  chemists 
stock  them  now,  I  believe,  but  see  that  you  get 
Johnson  and  Johnson's,  in  their  little  envelope, 
made  at  New  Brunswick,  N.J.  Another  admirable 
American  invention  is  "New  Skin,"  of  which, 
unfortunately,  inferior  imitations  under  other 
names  are  already  on  our  market.  "New 
Skin "  is  a  blessing  for  relief  of  the  small  but 
bothering  pains  caused  by  burns,  blisters,  cuts, 
and  a  perfect  godsend  for  small  people  who  are 
bothered  by  chilblains.  I  only  mention  these 
things  as  I  think  my  doing  so  may  help  a  limping 
brother  angler  tp  run  if  he  wishes  to  do  so. 

R.  B..  Marstox. 
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THE  THAMES  ANGLING 

PBESEKVATION  SOCIETY. 


The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  at 
the  request  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  have  been 
considering  the  question  of  baits  and  bait  catching 
as  at  present  existing  with  a  view  to  preventing 
the  depletion  of  the  metropolitan  river  fishery 
owing  to  netting,  etc.,  and  sale  of  undersized 
roach  and  dace  for  bait  for  use  elsewhere.  The 
executive  of  the  society  met  specially  on  March  27 
at  St.  Bride  Institute,  E.G.,  and  the  following 
recommendations  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
conservators :  — 

1.  That  the  present  sizes  of  keepable  roach,  dace, 
and  perch  should  be  raised. 

2.  That  all  licences  to  professional  fishermen 
should  be  renewed  every  year. 

3.  That  no  person  applying  for  such  a  licence 
should  be  permitted  to  take  fish  on  his  own  account, 
either  for  use  as  bait,  capture,  or  sale,  except  for 
use  in  the  River  Thames. 

4.  That  undersized  fish  should  be  returned 
immediately  to  the  river,  and  not  be  allowed  to 
be  kept  or  retained  after  capture  in  the  punt  well 
or  other  receptacle,  except  that  not  more  than 
twenty  baits  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  each  angler, 
other  than  the  professional  fishermen,  at  one  time, 
while  bank  or  punt  fishing. 

5.  That  no  live  or  dead  fish  whatever  be  per- 
mitted to  be  taken  away  for  lase  as  bait  elsewhere 
than  in  the  River  Thames,  or  be  taken  away  for  the 
purposes  of  sale. 

6.  That  a  bait-bailili  be  appointed  either  by  the 
conservators  (preferably  a  16ck-keeper,  if  able  to 
be  spared  from  his  duty),  or  by  the  district  pre- 
servation society,  to  net  for  bait,  and  a  charge  for 
supplying  baits  should  be  made  at  such  a  rate  as 
the  conservators  may  approve  from  time  to  time. 

7.  That  an  agreed  proportion  of  any  sum  or 
sums  to  be  charged,  received,  and  accounted  for  for 
baits  obtained  and  sold  by  the  person  appointed  be 
taken  by  such  person  and  the  district  preservation 
society. 

8.  That  in  the  event  of  the  conservators  appoint- 
ing an  oflScer  to  net,  catch,  and  supply  bait,  such 
proportion  of  any  sums  received  therefor  may  be 
allotted  to  the  district  preservation  society  for 
restocking  purposes  only,  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
the  conservators  may  seem  fair  and  reasonable. 

9.  That  no  other  than  such  duly  appointed 
person  should  be  allowed  to  not  or  fish  for  bait 
or  dispose  of  same. 


SPECIMEN  FISH  EXHIBIT. 

The  annual  National  Trades  and  Industrial 
Exhibition,  held  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  and 
opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor  on  Thursday  (March  29), 
has  become  exceedingly  popular,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  industries  represented  and  the  va.riety 
of  its  entertainments,  and  the  opening  day  found 
me,  as  in  previous  years,  wending  my  way  thither 
primarily  to  view  a  collection  of  specimen  fish  in 
glass  cases  consisting  of  practically  every  kind  of 
fish  that  swims  in  fresh  water,  excepting  S.  salar. 
Some  idea  of  its  size  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  it  comprises  over  250  cases,  which  occupy 
the  whole  of  the  left  gallery,  which  runs  the  entire 
length  of  the  building.  Most  of  the  specim3ns  have 
been  caught  by  members  of  the  various  angling 
societies  affiliated  to  the  Bkmingham  and  District 
United  Anghng  Association,  and  great  credit  is  due 
to  Messrs.  T.  Coles,  president,  and  J.  Rabone, 
secretary  of  the  association,  for  the  excellent 
arranging  thereof — a  decided  improvement  on  last 
year's  exhibit,  which,  besides  being  poor,  was 
relegated  to  an  obscure  corner  of  the  hall,  seeming 
to  invite  oblivion. 

Apart  from  the  distinctive  shape  of  the  cases,  the 
mounting  anl  artistic  colouring  of  the  fish  generally 
are  of  such  a  high  order  as  early  to  disclose  the 
skilled  workmanship  of  Messrs.  Cooper,  London. 
For  1h9  heaviest  specimens  the  honours  go,  as 
usual,  to  Ireland,  the  heaviest  trout,  8 Jib.,  hailing 
from  Lough  Leane,  Killarney,  and  the  champion 
pike,  251b.,  from  the  wilds  of  Westmeath.  There 
are  also  many  pike  of  20lb.  and  just  over  which, 
like  many  of  the  grand  roach,  perch,  barbel,  bream, 
and  tench  on  view,  have  been  caught  in  local 
waters. 

Beyond  what  I  have  already  said  in  reference  to 
this  exhibit  I  dare  not  venture  at  present,  as  it 


has  not  yet  been  adjudicated,  and  a  silver  cup, 
together  with  a  sum  of  £30,  given  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Stanley,  the  general  manager  of  the  Exhibition, 
on  behalf  of  the  executive,  hangs  upon  the  dictum 
of  the  experts. 

Fish  Portraits  in  Water  Colocrs. 

Quite  a  new  feature  of  this  year's  display  is  a 
collection  of  life-size  water-colour  portraits  of  trout, 
])erch,  and  pike,  exhibited  by  Mr.  J.  Franklin  Pike, 
a  local  artist. 

l\Ir.  Pike — himself  a  keen  angler — who  has  caught 
more  than  one  specimen  of  his  namesake,  Eaox 
lurius,  tells  me  that  he  is  trying  to  create  a  market 
for  fish  portraits,  and  in  his  prospectus  says : 
"  Why  have  your  specimen  fish  set  up,  when  you 
can  have  a  water-colour  drawing,  the  exact  size 
and  shape  of  each  individiuil  fish,  perfectly  true  to 
life,  which  will  not  fade  or  shrink,  as  most  stuffed 
ones  do  ?  "  This  is,  I  believe,  an  entirely  new 
suggestion  of  recording  (me's  exploits  in  the  pastime 
of  angling,  and  bids  fair  to  afiect  more  or  less  the 
art  of  taxidermy. 

Evident  ly  the  artist  has  acquired  the  knack  of 
ref)roducing  in  colours  all  the  salient  points  of  his 
models,  as  is  .sho'N^Ti  by  the  testimonials  contained 
in  his  prospectus,  which  relate  to  some  of  the 
drawings  exhibited.  Brown  Owl. 


SOME  NOVELTIES  IN  MESSES. 
HAKDY'S  NEW  LIST. 


The  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  has  so 
"  grown  with  their  growth  and  strengthened  with 
their  strength  "  that  a  good  index  is  a  necessity  ; 
consequently,  I  am  glad  to  find  that  in  the  new 
list  the  index  has  been  re-arranged  as  well  as 
augmented. 

At  gi'cat  expense  the  firm  have  added  entirely 
new  coloured  plates  giving  extremely  good  repre- 
sentations of  the  standard  Hies,  both  for  wet- 
fiy  and  for  dry-fly  fishing,  including  Jlr.  Halford's 
new  patterns  ;  also  new  plate  of  May  Flies  and  loch 
and  sea-trout  flies;  the  plate  of  twelve  salmon 
flies  in  colours  is  also  reflated — it  is  the  best  bit  of 
salmon  fly  colour  printing  which  I  have  seen. 

Danger  of  Straining  Gut  in  Testing  it  too 
Severely. 

On  11.  101.  in  the  chapter  on  "  Glut  and  Gut 
Casts."'  we  read:  "We  are  much  against  the 
pernicious  system  of  testing  casts  by  the  steel- 
yard, as  by  so  doing  the  elasticity  of  the  gut  is 
much  impaired.  If,  on  fiist  trial,  one  yard  of  No.  1  -5 
gut  breaks  at  121b.,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  will 
again  pull  121b.  We  often  find  they  will  break  at 
much  less  on  the  second  trial.  Be  content,  there- 
fore, with'  a  steady  strain  through  the  hands  after 
well  soaking. 

"  The  average  strain  one  yard  O-Tj  will  break  at  is 
about  141b.  :  1-5,  121b.  ;  2-5,  11  lb.  ;  3-5,  101b.  ; 
4-5,  91b.  ;  5-5.  8lb.  ;  but  they  vary  considerably." 

I  believe  that  really  good  gut  of  the  same  size 
will  vary  very  considerably  ;  for  instance,  I  have 
often  found  that  where  the  average  breaking  strain 
was  good  some  strands  seemed  double  as  strong  as 
others,  although  apparently  exactly  the  same  size 
and  quality.  In  the  new  "  Duncalfe "  Norsk 
twisted  tapered  salmon  casts,  the  spex;ial  feature 
is  the  manner  in  which  they  are  twisted  and  tied 
together,  every  knot  being  made  around  all  the 
strands  forming  the  cast.  There  is  an  element  of 
weakness  in  all  plaited  and  twisted  gut  because  a 
single  strand  may  get  more  than  its  share  of  strain, 
and  it  goes — perhaps  without  one's  noticing  it.  If 
the  "  Duncalfe  "  cast  gets  over  this  difficulty  that 
very  good  angler  will  have  conferred  a  boon  on 
salmon  fishers. 

In  salmon  reels,  I  beheve  there  is  nothing 
better  than  the  "Perfect"  with  revolving  fine 
guard.  It  is  a  light  and  yet  strong  reel,  and  I 
used  one  last  season,  and  this  with  nothing  but 
satisfaction  ;  it  can  be  adjusted  in  a  few  seconds 
to  any  "  pull  "  you  want.  A  good  test  as  to  what 
the  pull  should  be  is  to  take  hold  of  the  line  when 
the  reel  is  on  the  rod  and  pull  a  yard  off  sharply  and 
then  stop  ;  if  the  check  is  too  light  the  reel  will 
overrun.  Of  course,  the  stoutness  or  fineness  of 
the  cast  one  has  to  use  must  be  considered  when 
setting  a  salmon  reel. 

The  New  Special  Perfect  trout  reel  has  been 
designed  for  those  who  want  a  very  light  reel 
capable  of  holding  35  yards  of  tapered  fly  line 
and  50  yards  of  No.  2  silk  backing,  85  yards  in  all 
(not  too  much  for  those  lively  Blagdon  trout).  It 


is  a  beautiful  reel,  size  3Jin.,  weight  6oz.,  price  42s., 
which  seems  a  bit  stiff  for  a  trout  reel.  Messrs. 
Hardy's  improved  salmon  fly  hooks,  made  of  oval 
wire  (patented),  I  have  referred  to  Vjefore.  The 
chief  merit  claimed  for  them  is  that  the  cutting  of  j 
the  barb  does  not  weaken  the  hook  so  much  as  with  j 
round  wire,  and  this  certainly  appears  to  be  thol 
ease.  .  •  I 

A  novelty  is  the  patent  "  Oval  "  wire-eyed  hook, ' 
with  eye  very  slightly  turned  up.    I  like  the  look 
of  this  hook. 

A  novelty  in  spinning  baits  is  the  "  Josephsou  ' 
Hollow  Fin  Quill  Devon.  Being  open  in  the  cenii c, 
they  are  very  lifelike  when  revolving.  Another 
new  bait  is  the  "  Forward "  Rectangular  Devon, 
"  designed  as  an  improvement  on  the  usual  round 
form."  I  have  watched  improvements  on  the 
original  "  Devon  "  for  twenty-five  years,  and  never 
seen  one  to  beat  it  yet  in  general  form — its  chief 
defects  were  the  sharp  metal  edges  ;  if  these  are 
rounded  as  Sir  Francis  Ley  does  all  his  for  .salmon 
fishing,  there  is  no  room  for  improvement.  The 
firm's  "  Rect  angular "  Devon  looks  like  a  coffin, 
and  doubtless  the  flat  sides  would  reflect  well  and 
show  up  ;  but  too  much  reflection  makes  the  trout 
reflect  too  much,  whereas  the  modest  brown  back 
and  silvery  or  golden  belly  of  the  old  Devon  raises 
no  suspicions.  There  is  also  a  taking  new  fly- 
minnow,  for  casting  as  a  fly  is  cast,  with  india- 
rubber  fins. 

In  agate  rod  rings  considerable  improvements 
have  been  made,  and  they  can  be  had  now 
both  for  trout  and  salmon  rods  of  all  sizes  for 
the  joints  and  for  the  top  end  ring.  Care  must 
be  taken  not  to  overweight  a  rod,  especially  in  the 
top  and  second  joint,  with  rings. 

In  rods  the  Halford  1905  Model  dry-fly  rod  has 
"  pentagonal  tops  and  hexagonal  butt  and  middle 
joints,"  evidently  no  rod  for  an  all-round  angler — 
only  for  a  dry-fly  specialist.  The  "  Fairy  "  rods 
would  probably  sell  better  even  than  they  do  if 
they  had  a  name  which  did  not  give  the  impression 
of  frail,  ethereal  things,  no  use  to  ordinary  mortals. 
These  rods  are  really  extremely  powerful  for  their 
size,  and  will  kill  almost  any  trout.  The  "  Feather- 
weights "  are  somewhat  similar,  but  with  a  diversity 
of  handles  and  suction  joints.  They  range  in^ 
weight  from  4^oz.  for  the  8ft.  Bin.  to  6oz.  for  the 
10ft.  rod.  The  8ft.  6in.,  .W..,  "  Featherweight 
Perfection,"  at  £3  14s.,  can  also  be  had  up  to  10ft., 
6|oz..  with  Wells'  Handle  for  same  price,  and  is 
first-class  value.  In  salmon  rods,  Messrs.  Hardy 
inform  me  that  the  most  popular  of  all  the  many 
they  make  is  the  "  Hi  Regan,"  suggested  by  Captain 
Dunne.  It  is  a  rod  for  which  there  is  a  constant 
demand.  Their  17ft.  and  17ft.  9in.  "  Champion  " 
salmon  fly  rod,  weighing  about  41oz.,  is  the  out- 
come of  Mr.  J.  J.  H.'s  own  experience,  and  after 
seven  seasons'  severe  work  with  it  he  finds  it  ;is 
good  as  ever.  There  is  no  doubt  it  is  a  grand  rod, 
and  it  can  be  had  in  a  slightly  lighter  make  for  the 
angler  who  is  not  quite  so  young  as  he  was. 

In  ynxQ  traces,  the  "  Punjab "  Amalgam 
steel  wire  silver-plated  twisted  traces  are  very 
highly  spoken  of  by  Lieut. -Col.  Eng.  Cretin,  Captain 
C.  Lang,  and  other  anglers,  who  have  used  them  in 
mahseer  fishing,  which  is  said  t6  test  tackle  even 
more  than  salmon  fishing. 

A  very  useful  novelty  is  the  combined  gaff 
and  balance  for  weighing  fish  up  to  401b.  This 
was  designed  by  Colonel  S.  H.  N.  Johnstone.  When 
you  have  gaffed  your  fish,  by  simply  unscrewing  a 
cap  you  can  at  once  weigh  it,  unless  it  is  one  of 
]\Ir.  Sturdy's  sort — over  40-pounders.  Another 
novelty  is  Hardy's  combined  gaft"  and  wading-stafi 
with  sling.  When  wading  in  a  salmon  river  I  have 
often  Avished  I  had  a  third  leg,  especially  when  one 
foot  has  got  twisted  a  bit  between  two  stones  and 
you  have  to  turn  sideways  to  release  it,  or  when 
you  get  jammed  up  against  a  stone  and  have  to 
explore  it  cautiously  with  one  foot  to  see  if  you 
can  get  round  it  or  over  it  in  a  porter-coloured 
water.  What  a  blessing  Mr.  Hardy's  wading-staff 
and  gaff  would  be  on  such  occasions  !  Improved 
net  carriers  and  net  holders,  trout  bags,  sea  tackle, 
and  many  other  things  will  be  found  described 
in  this  admirably  and  profusely  illustrated  fist  of 
Messrs.  Hardy's  angling  specialities,  which  include 
rods,  fines,  and  tackle  for  every  branch  of  angling. 
There  are  also  scores  of  pages  of  most  useful  prac- 
tical information  about  fishing  written  mainly  by 
Mr.  John  J.  Hardy,  who  is  as  keen  and  clever  a 
sportsman  with  both  gun  and  rod  as  you  \v\\\  find 
anywhere;  in  fact,  all  the  Hardys  and  all  their ^ 
sons  are  sportsmen.  R.  B.  Marston. 
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"  Yachting  or  Mackerel  "  Lead. 


"Canadian"  Swivel  Lead.  '  ^ 


"  Wethered  " 
Net  Carrier. 


'  Handiclip  '  Lead. 


,"St.  Leonards"  Lead,  j 
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KIRBY'S  STRAIGHT  PULL 
PATERNOSTER,  &c. 

[From  the   revised   editioit  of   "The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  225.) 

JIb.  G.  Kieby  sends  the  appended  description  : 
"  The  Patent  Office  have  issued  to  mo  acceptance 
of  specification  of  the  above  gear,  the  object  of 
■which  is  to  do  away  with  the  rectangular  strain, 
etc.,  the  bait  fishing  in  an  approximate  straight 
line,  the  fish  bites  directly  on  to  the  main  line, 
being  struclt  and  played  without  intervening  angles 
from  rod-top  to  hook." 

The  Floating  Trot  (Fig.  1). — A  trot  is  a  long  line 
with  hooks  at  intervals,  and  the  variety  here 
described  is  used  in  Guernsey  for  pollack  and 
garfish. 

The  floating  trot  should  consist  of  a  stout  cod-line, 
well  stretched  to  take  out  the  kink.s,  having  pieces 
of  cork  four  inches  long  by  two  wide  secured  flat  on 
the  line,  at  intervals  of  two  fathoms,  and  midway 
between  the  .spaces  bung  corks  two  inches  across, 
bored  through  the  centre,  and  grooved  round  the 
edge  to  receive  a  3ft.  piece  of  stout  horsehair  line, 
having  a  pipe-lead  at  the  end  half  an  ounce  in 
weight,  and  3ft.  of  hemp  snooding  with  a  strong 
mackerel  or  pollack  hook.  A  knot  or  stop  must  be 
made  on  each  side  of  the  bung  cork,  leaving  sufficient 
play  for  it  to  i-evolve  freely  on  the  line  ;  to  ensure 


rough  but  effective  gear  and  bait,  namely,  a  cod 
line  of  20  fathoms,  15  thread,  for  a  sinker  a  piece  of 
thick  sheet  lead,  6Mn.  long,  2Jin.  wide,  folded 
double  lengthwise,  having  a  hole  at  each  end.  For 
a  snood  or  hook  link  four  fathoms  of  finer  line, 
about  12  thread.  Half-pound  weight,  per  60yds., 
to  which,  through  the  holes,  the  lead  is  made 
fast  about  eighteen  feet  from  the  end,  where  the 
hook  is  attached  by  firm  hitches  ;  size  of  hook.  No.  3, 
Round  Exeter,  which  measures  IJin.  across  the 
bend.  For  bait,  about  ten  threads  of  yellow 
worsted  are  used,  a  foot  long,  laid  side  by  side,  tied 
across  the  middle  with  waxed  thread,  and  the 
worsted  being  doubled,  Is  lashed  on  at  the  top  of 
the  hook  at  the  back. 

The  boat  is  sailed  through  the  shoal  of  fish,  which 
are  so  ravenous  that  they  will  pursue  and  take  the 
bait  at  times  within  two  or  three  yards  of  the  boat. 
They  may  be  any  size  under  30lb.,  and  are  hauled 
on  board  sans  ceremonie  with  this  strong  and  rough 
gear.  An  acquaintance  whose  farm  comprehends 
some  miles  of  the  mainland  and  neighbouring  islets, 
showed  mo  his  hands  still  scored  into  grooves  by 
the  lines  whilst  hauling  these  largo  fish  a  fortnight 
previous  to  my  visit  to  the  Sound  of  Jura.  Stout 
leather  gloves  would  appear  requisite  for  this  work. 
To  handle  such  largo  fkh  with  a  rod  it  would  be 
necessary  to  lay  the  boat  to.  Gut  would  appear  to 
be  unnecessary,  a  strong  salmon  line  being  fine 
enough  to  attach  to  the  hook.  No  doubt  the  india- 
rubber  spinning  eels,  size  of  the  little  finger,  on  the 
largest  size  double  twist  hook,  would  answer  well. 


Flo.^ting  Tbot. 


this  be  careful  to  bore  the  hole  both  large  and 
smooth  with  a  hot  wire.  0, 

At  every  fourth  cork  make  fast  a  piece  of  line 
three  or  four  fathoms  in  length,  with  a  large  stone 
to  hinder  the  main  line  rising  too  high  off  the 
bottom,  as  well  as  to  keep  it  from  forming  too  much 
of  a  bow  by  the  stream  of  tide,  and  moor  the  line  at 
the  ends  with  two  heavy  stones  with  buoy  lines. 
Bait  with  living  or  dead  sand-eels,  two  or  three  large 
ragworms,  lugs,  strips  of  cuttle  or  squid,  or  any 
bright  fish,  such  as  mackerel,  sprats,  or  pilchards, 
and  shoot  it  on  or  near  to  rocky  ground  just  before 
sunset,  and  raise  it  in  the  morning. 

You  will  take  large  pollack,  coalfish,  bass,  bream, 
and  garfish,  but  for  the  last  named  use  smaller 
hooks. 

A  line  of  thirty  fathoms  will  be  found  a  useful 
length. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  season  in  March, 
should  fish  be  scarce,  this  gear  will  be  found  very 
effective,  but  may  be  used  at  any  time.  In  common 
with  other  trots  or  bulters,  this  should  be  shot 
across  the  stream  of  tide,  if  not  too  strong.  It 
may  be  used  either  on  the  surface,  or  at  midwater, 
and  should  be  kept  when  not  in  use  in  a  basket 
with  a  hook  holder,  shaped  like  a  tuning-fork. 

The  Coalfish. 

{Merlanr/us  carbonarius.) 

Amongst  the  Western  Isles  of  Scotland,  the  large 
coalfi.sh  at  intervals  are  present  in  considerable 
quantities,  their  shoals  being  pointed  out  by  a 
flock  of  gulls.  If  there  is  a  nice  sailing  breeze,  the 
Loch  Fyne  type  of  boat  is  used  with  the  following 


A  boat  under  oars  would  be  best  to  use  with  the 
angling  rod  for  these  huge  coalfish. 

This  fish  is  of  a  much  more  rounded  form  of  body 
than  either  the  real  or  silver  whiting,  or  the  whiting- 
pollack  or  lythe.  It  is  found  all  round  our  own 
coasts  as  well  as  that  of  the  north  of  France, 
and  Channel  Islands,  but  is  much  more  abimdant 
on  the  east,  north,  and  north-west  of  the  kingdom, 
and  amongst  the  Orkneys  and  Shetlands,  than  in 
the  English  Channel.  The  back  is  dark  green, 
lateral  line  and  belly  white,  but  their  hue  varies 
much,  many  being  quite  blue  on  the  back.  It 
attains  a  larger  size  than  the  pollack,  reaching 
sometimes  301b.,  but  the  flesh  is  inferior.  It  has  a 
number  of  provincial  names,  being  in  Devon  and 
Cornwall  knowTi  as  the  race  or  rauning  pollack,  in 
Yorkshire  as  parr  and  billet,  in  the  north  of  the 
kingdom  as  saithe,  sillock,  coaley,  grey  lord,  and 
stedlock,  or  stenlock,  and  in  Guernsey  as  mutan. 
Its  habits  are  very  similar  to  the  jjollack,  being 
found  on  rocky  ground,  and  it  is  taken  with  the 
same  tackle  and  baits.  I  have  caught  numbers  of 
1  lb.  or  21b.  weight  in  harbours  with  rod  and  pater- 
noster line,  and  find  them  struggle  harder  than 
pollack.  Immense  numbers  of  young  coalfish  are 
taken  with  rod  and  line  in  the  Scotch  lochs  under 
the  name  of  cuddies ;  also  on  the  Yorkshire  coast 
under  the  name  of  parrs.  Large  fish  keep  more  out- 
side off  headlands  in  strong  streams  of  tide,  and  are 
also  found  on  the  smooth  ground,  where  thCy  are  taken 
from  the  drift  herring  boats,  with  hook  and  line, 
mingled  with  cod.  In  the  north  of  ths  kingdom 
and  amongst  the  Scotch  islands  they  are  caught  in ' 
large  numbers  by  whiffing,  with  half  a  dozen  rods 
stuck  into  a  faggot  or  wisp  of  straw  lashed  to  the 


thwart  of  the  boat,  with  a  very  short  line  and  a 
whits  or  yellow  feather-fly,  the  boat  being  pulled 
very  slowly  along.  A  r(!gular  fishery  is  prosecuted 
in  Norway,  and  they  arc  also  abundant  on  the  North 
American  coast. 

The  Whiting-Pout. 

(Morrhua  lusca.) 

Whiting-pout,  rock-whiting,  short-whiting,  lady- 
whiting,  blinds,  bib,  and  blains,  and  the  ponchette 
of  the  Channel  Islands,  the  "  universal  pout,"  as  I 
have  heard  it  humorously  styled,  is  one  of  the  most 
common  fish  on  the  coasts,  both  on  mixed  and 
rocky  ground  ;  the  larger  ones  aflEord  good  sport, 
and  are  very  fair  eating,  if  cleaned  immediately 
after  they  are  caught,  as  indeed  all  fish  should  be. 

The  best  tackle  for  this  fish  is  the  same  as  for 
silver  whiting — namely,  the  boat-shaped  lead,  or 
the  Kentish  rig,  which  I  consider  about  the  best 
form  of  chopstick  for  ground-fishing.    Weight  of 
leads  1  lb.  for  the  stern-lines  and  21b.  for  the  forward 
lines.     During  easy  tides  leads  of  ^\h.  and  \\h. 
may  be  used.    Any  of  the  gear,  with  moderate-sized 
leads,  as  used  for  whiting,  will  answer  for  pout- 
fishing  ;  but  as  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  selection, 
I  have  chosen  these  two  as  the  best,  after  having 
given  all  kinds  of  gear  an  impartial  trial  for  some 
years.    Supposing  two  hands  in  the  boat,  one  line 
apiece  is  sufficient  in  ten  fathoms  of  water  and 
under,  and  even  in  deeper  water  one  is  ample  for 
beginners,  but  in  from  fiftaen  to  thirty  fathoms, 
after   having  become  expert  in  handling 
the  lines,  two  may  be  worked  by  one  as  in 
whiting  catching.     In  shallow  water  the 
line  should  be  kept  in  hand  and  the  fish 
struck  sharply  whenever  a  bite  is  felt ;  in 
deep  water  the  fish  are  much  bolder  and 
more  ravenous,  and  will  generally  hook 
themselves.  This  applies  also  to  the  true  or 
silver  whiting.  By  using  two  lines  you  will 
not  be  losing  time,  as  immediately  you  have 
taken  your  fish  off  one  line,  and  fresh 
baited  your  hooks  if  requisite,  you  have 
only   to   throw  the  lead  overboard  and 
attend  to  the  other.    In  putting  your  gear 
overboard,  be  careful  to  throw  the  hooks 
well  away  from  the  lead,  which  will  ensure 
their  going  down  clear,  otherwise  they  will 
be  very  likely  to  foul.     To  set  your  line, 
act  as  in  whiting  catching — namely,  first 
sound  the  bottom  and  then  draw  it  up  an 
arm's  stretch  or  five  feet  (which  should  lj<! 
the  length  of  the  line  below  the  lead),  then 
give  it  three  or  four  turns  round  one  of  the 
thowl  pins  of  your  boat  if  using  two  lines. 
The  Kentish  rig  and  other  kinds  with  short 
snoods  should  be  raised  just  clear  of  the 
ground.     Using  one  line,  rest  the  hand  on 
the  gunwale,  raising  the  lead  a  few  inches 
occasionally.      For   harbour    fishing,  or 
under  ten  fathoms,  make  the  snoods  of  twisted 
or  strong  single  gut  ;   but  in  deeper  water,  foul 
bottom,  and  general  outside  work,  fine  cotton, 
hemp,  or  flax  snooding  will  be  found  preferable,  as 
you  are  constantly  hooking  large  fish  and  weeds  and 
rocks,  causing  great  wear  and  tear  of  gear.  The 
angling  rod  and  paternoster  with  three  or  four  hooks 
is  constantly  used  for  pout  from  both  boats  and  piers. 

Baits. — Much  the  same  as  for  silver  whiting, 
mussels  of  rather  a  smaller  size,  lugw'orms,  the 
larg3st  ragworms,  a  very  large  description  of  flat 
worm,  sometimes  near  eighteen  inches  in  length  and 
half  an  inch  wide,  which  is  found  by  digging  under 
large  stones  at  low  tides,  and  sometimes  also  of  a 
smaller  size  in  the  sand  ;  this  I  have  only  met  with 
in  the  Channel  Islands,  but  I  imagine  it  may  be 
found  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  the  shore 
is  composed  of  granite  rocks  and  pebbles,  with  its 
accompanying  sand  and  yellow  clay. 

The  other  baits  are  a  piece  of  any  fresh  fish,  such 
as  herring  or  pilchard,  the  soft  part  of  a  limpet,  or, 
■when  nothing  better  can  be  procured,  garden  snails, 
or  the  hard  part  of  a  limpet,  and  the  tail  part  of  the 
hermit  crab  or  soldier,  alias  crab-walk  and  gann. 
N.B. — A  large  ragworm  inhabits  the  tail  part  of 
the  shell. 

This  fish  being  unprovided  by  nature  with  any 
shell  for  the  lower  part  of  his  body,  supplies  the 
want  of  it  by  inhabiting  that  of  a  dead  whelk,  and 
changes  his  abode  as  often  as  hs  finds  his  quarters 
too  confined  for  his  increa-^ing  size  ;  these  may  be 
procured  from  the  fishermen,  as  numbers  of  them, 
as  well  as  whelks,  get  into  the  crab-pots,  and  an- 
also  taken  in  dredging  and  trawling.  .  • 
{To  he  continwed.)' 
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The  ■■  A.A.'s  "  little  book  has  had  already  many 
1  kind  notices.  Here  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
I    Mr.  Phihp  Geen  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — It  was  kind  of  you  to 
send  me  a  copy  of  your  book — '  Fishing  for  Pleasure, 
and  Catching  it '  ;  and  I  thank  from  deep  down 
for  thinking  of  me.    What  a  happy  world  this  would 
be  if  we  all  caught  our  pleasures,  as  you  do,  through 
the  happiness  of  others.    The  love  of  kindred,  and 
I    mankind,  that  palpitates  in  every  page  struck  a 
i    note  in  this  old  breast  of  mine  that  by  the  time  I 
.    had  finished  reading  your  charming  work  made  me 
t    feel  how  true  it  is — 
[  All  who  joy  would  win 

Must  share  it. 
"  May  you  write  another  such  book,  and  you 
should,  for  the  love  that  is  about  you  and  the  sure 
knowledge  that  in  other  days  your  children  will  say, 
'  How  I  wish  dear  old  dad  was  with  me  now,'  is  a 
tonic  that  stirs  the  blood.    Yes,  wTite  on,  and  let 
me  read. — Yours  very  truly,       "Philip  Geen. 
"Friars  Stile  Lodge,  Richmond, 
"Surrey." 

:Mr.  Edward  Sturdy,  writing  to  Mr.  R.  B.  M., 

: — 

"  What  a  charming  appreciation  of  your,  father's 
book  Mr.  Tod  has  written.    I  cannot  recall  a  more 
appropriate  criticism.    It  is  nearly  as  good  as  the 
!    work,  and  when  need  is  for  a  second  edition,  it 
might  be  worth  thinking  of  to  append  it." 


"HOME  LIFE  WITH  HEKBEKT 
SPENCEK."* 


This  little  book  is  one  I  can  cordially  recommend 
to  all  who  are  admirers  of  the  philosopher  and  angler, 
Herbert  Spencer,  and  to  that  much  larger  class  who, 
with  perfectly  natural  and  healthy  human  curiosity, 
like  to  know  about  the  home  life  of  the  few  whose 
names  are  household  words  in  all  the  civilised 
earth. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  which  will  give  pain 
to  the  living  by  reason  of  references  to  the  dead — 
references  which,  let  us  hope,  will  be  omitted  in  any 
future  editions — the  two  young  ladies  who  have 
written  this  book  have  done  it  admirably.  For 
eight  years  they  kept  house  for  the  philosopher. 
For  over  twenty  years  previously  he  had  lived  in 
boarding-houses  in  I^ondon,  and  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  thought  he  would  prefer  a  home  of  his  own. 
How  fortunate  Spencer  was  in  passing  so  much  of 
the  last  years  of  his  life  in  the  lively  and  charming 
company  of  two  bright  young  ladies,  strangers  whom 
fate  brought  into  such  intimate  relationship  with 
him,  will  be  read  between  the  lines  of  this  most 
modest,  humorous,  bright,  and  at  times  pathetic 
little*  chronicle.  These  "  Two,"  though  they  wor- 
shipped their  Philosopher,  and  did  far  more  than 
even  most  daughters  might  have  done  in  ministering 
to  his  wants,  were  by  no  means  blind  to  his  short- 
comings, and  they  tell  us  of  them,  and  of  their  own, 
with  charming  candour. 

Philosophers  are  generally  supposed  to  be  as  cold- 
blooded as  fish.  These  "  Two  "  have  done  philo- 
sophv  good  service  by  proving  how  warm-hearted, 
unselfish,  considerate,  and  human  Spencer  was 
when  he  was  well,  and  also  how  near  a  philosopher 
may  be  to  a  fool  at  times. 

On  September  23,  1889,  "  D."  and  "  M."  (these 
initials  are  the  nearest  we  get  to  the  names  of  the 
"  Two  ")  and  the  philosopher  took  up  their  residence 
at  64,  Avenue-road,  Regent's  Park.  The  trepidation 
of  these  young  ladies,  who  knew  nothing  about 
Spencer  but  his  name,  and  that  "  his  '  moral  cha- 
racter '  was  above  reproach,"  is  most  amusingly 
described.  It  seems  that  he  had  ordered  his  supper 
a  week  beforehand — eggs,  toast,  and  cocoatina,  and 
then,  manlike,  at  the  last  moment  suggested  a 
grilled  whiting,  adding,  "  Only  it  must  he  a  whiting, 
ou  know  ;  half  the  time  the  fishmongers  send  a 
addock  instead." 
This  was  reassuring.  "  At  this  prompt  and 
unexpected  exhibition  of  masculine  nature  our 
spirits  rose.  '  Come,'  we  thought,  '  this  is  more 
homelike.  Philosopher  or  no  philosopher,  at  least 
feel  that  we  have  a  man  in  the  house.'  " 

'  "Home  Life  with  Herbert  Spencer."  By 
"Two."  J.  W.  Arrowsmith,  Quay-street,  Bristol. 
li>06.   Price  2a.  Cd. 
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Up  to  this  time  Spencer  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
lunching  at  the  Athenaeum,  but  within  a  fortnight 
decided  to  lunch  at  home  always,  and  before  long 
the  relations  of  Spencer  and  his  young  house- 
keepers were  like  those  when  charming  nieces  go 
to  keep  house  for  a  sprightly  old  bachelor  uncle. 
With  the  single  exception  referred  to,  these  do- 
mestic revelations  are  related  with  perfect  good 
taste,  and  with  the  charm  of  womanly  tact,  and 
with  Mr.  Spencer's  consent  that  they  should  be  given. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  pick  out  all  the  good  things  ; 
in  fact,  I  should  have  to  reprint  the  book.  In 
addition  to  what  the  writers  call  domestic  trivialities, 
there  are  many  interesting  bits  of  literary  gossip. 
Spencer  hugely  enjoyed  a  joke,  even  at  his  own 
expense.  It  is  mighty  trivial,  of  course  ;  but  who 
will  not  enjoy  reading  how  the  philosopher,  coming 
dowTi  to  breakfast,  says  to  one  of  his  fair  house- 
keepers, with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye,"  Good  inorning. 
Have  you  used  Pears'  soap  ?  " 

The  picture  of  the  philosojiher  at  home  enjoying 
his  garden  and  caring  for  the  wild  birds  and  their 
young  is  refreshing.  "  One  day  he  was  watching 
a  baby  thrush  from  his  bedroom  window,  when  he 
saw  a  large  cat  creeping  stealthily  towards  it,  and 
evidently  bent  on  mischief.  Mr.  Spencer's  com- 
passion for  the  weakling  was  roused  in  a  moment, 
and  without  thinking  of  the  struggle  for  existence 
and  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  forgetting  the  stimu- 
lating influence  that  the  feeling  of  independence 
should  have  had  on  the  bird,  without  even  his  hat 
or  shppers,  he  hurried  into  the  garden  and  drove 
away  the  marauder." 

A  good  story  of  Spencer,  told  by  himself,  is  of 
how  he  kept  his  pumps  clean  when  crossing  muddy 
roads  and  no  cab  was  available  to  take  him  to  an 
evening  party  ;  he  took  a  bundle  of  newspapers, 
and  when  he  came  to  a  dirty  crossing  he  put  one  or 
two  down  and  walked  over  them. 

One  of  Spencer's  scientific  friends,  an  old  bachelor 
like  himself,  found  it  irksome  to  do  his  own  writing, 
and  at  Spencer's  suggestion  employed  a  girl 
amanuensis  for  his  literary  work.  Meeting  him 
some  days  later,  the  philosopher  asked  him  how  the 
plan  answered. 

"  Why,  not  at  all,"  was  the  rueful  reply.  "  I 
had  to  give  her  up.  I  found  I  thought  far  more 
about  the  girl  than  what  I  was  writing." 

Once  at  dinner  the  philosopher  suddenly  ex- 
claimed :  "  I  can't  get  that  pestilent  tune  out  of 
my  head." 

"  What  tune  ?  "  "  We  "  inquired  simultaneously, 
wondering  which  piece  of  his  favourite  Beethoven 
had  for  once  met  with  his  disapproval. 

"  Why — why — "  with  a  deprecating  laugh, 
"  why,  that  ridiculous  tune,  '  A — a — a  naughty 
little  twinkle  in  her  eye  !  '  " 

A  shout  of  laughter,  in  which  he  joined  heartily, 
naturally  followed  such  a  confession,  coming  from 
the  hypercritical  philosopher,  and  it  was  several 
seconds  before  one  of  them  was  composed  enough 
to  remark — 

"  Aha  !  Now  you  have  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag. 
Now  we  know  where  you  spend  your  evenings, 
when  you  pretend  that  you  are  at  the  Athenaeum. 
Really  you  are  frequenting  low  music  halls  !  " 

"  Nothing  of  the  sort,"  he  laughingly  retorted. 
"  It  shows  I  have  a  festive  young  lady  in  my  home, 
who  is  always  singing  music-hall  songs  about  the 
place,  which  forces  me  against  my  will  to  retain 
them  in  ray  memory." 

Anglers  remember  with  pleasure  that  Spencer 
from  his  childhood  "  was  an  ardent  fisherman  " — 
"  the  only  form  of  sport  he  practised  in  later  fife." 
One  of  his  few  regrets  was  that  he  had  not  oftener 
practised  it. 

One  of  the  most  comical  stories  is  of  how  Spencer 
made  sure  of  not  losing  the  MS.  of  the  work  he 
happened  to  be  engaged  upon  when  he  went  on  a 
railway  journey  (p.  158). 

Another  railway  anecdote  is  of  the  porter  who, 
touching  his  cap,  remarked  : 

"  The  young  lady  and  the  baby,  sir,  has  gone  on 
home.  She  asked  me  to  tell  you  as  how  she  couldn't 
wait  no  longer  for  you." 

"  Wh-what  ?  Wh-what  ?  What  ?  "  came  from 
the  astounded  and  bewildered  old  bachelor  philo- 
sopher, who  had  been  mistaken  for  the  lady's 
husband. 

The  world  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  these  two 
young  ladies  for  having  so  merrily  ministered  to 
the  wants  and  humorously  humoured  the  fancies 
of  a  great  philosopher,  and  so  charmingly  proved 
that  he  was  also  a  warm-hearted,  lovable  "  man." 

JR.  B.  M. 
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"Jo  A." 

I  CANNOT  tell  you  his  other  name  for  it  did  not 
transpire.  I  met  him  at  Borough  bridge,  that 
rendezvous  of  many  anglers.  I  did  not  meet  him 
by  the  river  either,  though  I  was  fishing  there  my- 
self. I  met  him  at  the  station,  awaiting  the  train 
for  Leeds.  He  stood  amid  a  group  of  other 
anglers,  and  I  was  first  attracted  by  his  voice  as  he 
was  descanting,  in  broad  "  Yorksher,"  on  the 
merits  of  certain  "  roach  balls,"  one  of  which  he 
was  rolling  about  in  his  hands. 

"  Aw  tell  yo',  lads,  ther's  nowt  e  t'  world  like 
them  theear  rooach  balls,  fer  catchin'  fish  !  " 

"  An'  yit,  Aw  hevn't  seen  yo'  use  ony  ta-day, 
Joa  ?  "  queried  one  of  the  sceptics  of  the  group. 

"  Why,  tha  chump,  tha  sees  for  thisen  'at  Aw 
heven't  been  efter  rooach  to-daay,  an'  yit  tha 
tawks  like -that!"  Joe  continued,  af£er  an  im- 
pressive pause :  "  If  Aw  hed  been  efter  rooach, 
mind,  tha'd  hev'  seen  a  catch  ta-daay  sich  as  tha's 
nivver  seen  e'  thi  life  afooar.  Them  theear  balls  o' 
baait  '11  cop  rooach  when  they'll  cum  fer  nowt  else 
e  t'  world !  Tha  puts  a  bit  o'  that  theear  o'  thi 
hook  " — scraping  a  bit  off  the  ball  with  his  thumb- 
nail— "  sticks  it  onto  thi  hook,  soa,  whengs  it  inta 
t'  watter  onywhere,  an'  tha'U  see  t'  fish  trundlin' 
up  thro' t'  New  Jerusalem  e'  cahntless  multitudes 
efter  that  theear  stuff!  " 

But  the  train  drew  up,  and,  being  alone,  I 
promised  myself  entertaining  company  with  "Joa" 
and  his  mates  as  I  followed  the  latter's  portly  form, 
squeezed  with  difficulty  through  the  carriage  door. 

Tackle  was  deposited  on  the  rack,  pipes  lit,  and 
then  Joe  began  to  fumble  in  his  "  catch  "  bag,  and, 
among  other  things,  extracted  a  goodly  pike  of 
about  71b.  weight.  This  fish  was  the  subject  of 
general  admiration,  but  I  could  gather  by  the 
general  winks  and  nods  and  "masonic"  signs 
among  Joe's  mates,  that  there  was  some  query  as 
to  how  the  evident  lethargy  in  the  big  captor's 
body  had  been  equal  to  landing  the  fish. 

"Hahivver  did  yo'  get  it  aht,  Joa?  "  had  been 
slily  asked  many  a  time,  ere  Joe  ventured  any 
response.    At  last  he  said  : 

"  Aw  see  yo're  awl  anxious  ta  knaw  hah  Aw  get 
him  aht.  Well,  Aw'll  tell  yo'.  Aw  baited  wi'  a 
a  varry  big  miimah,  an'  sooin  t'owd  chap  theear 
gat  howd  on  it,  an'  started  off.  Aw  stuck  to  him, 
ov  course,  but  he  pulled  that  hard 'at  Aw  tho'wt  he 
wor  bahn  ta  pull  ma  inta  t'hoil.  Aw  sees  a  elm  tree 
•lois  by,  soa  Aw  tak's  a  turn  or  two  rahnd  t'elm 
wi'  mi  rod,  and  then  Aw  sez  ta  mi  nabs,  '  Pull 
awaay,  lad !  If  tha  pulls  that  theear  elm  up  Aw'st 
let  tha  goal'  Then  Aw  set  ma  dahn  an'  hed  a 
smoak.  He  sooin  gat  stalled  o'  pullin'  awaay  at 
t'tree,  an'  when  he'd  done  wallapin'  abaht.  Aw 
went  ta  t'rod  an'  hauled  him  aht.  That's  hah  Aw 
gat  him  aht.  Are  yo'  satisfied  nah?"  There 
was  a  roar  of  good-humoured  laughter  at  the 
account  of  the  exploit,  not  less  hearty  in  that  the 
story  verified  their  opinion  of  Joe's  easefulness. 

But  the  laughter  seemed  to  hurt  Joe  somehow, 
for  he  soon  began  to  read  his  audience  a  lecture  on 
civility. 

"Nah,  Aw  want  ye  chaps  ta  understand  'at 
ther's  nowt  like  civility.  Nowt  like  civility.  Aw 
tell  yo'.  Nah,  ther's  me  fer  instance.  As  Aw  wor 
goin'  dahn  ta  t'  watter  ta-daay  who  sud  Aw  meet 
bud  young  Mr.  Hawkins.  '  Well,  Joa,'  he  sez, 
'  Aw've  alius  noaticed  'at  yo're  a  varry  civil  chap. 
Yo'  nivver  oppens  a  gaate  bud  what  yo'  shuts  it ! 
Nah,  ye  cum  along  wi'  me,  an'  Aw'll  show  yo' 
wheear  ther's  sum  varry  big  fish  ligs  (lies) ! '  Soa, 
he  taks  ma  forrud  through  t'orchard,  an'  as  we 
wor  goin'  through,  he  turns  ta  me  an'  he  sez,  '  Ye 
see  them  theear  apples,  Joa  ? ' — pointing  up  ta 
t' trees  — '  Yis,'  Aw  sez.  'Well,'  sez  he,  'ye've 
nowt  ta  do  bud  reyk  (reach)  yer  hand  an'  get  one 
whenivver  yo'  want  one,  'cos  yer  sich  a  civil  chap.'  " 
Then  Joe,  turning  to  every  member  of  his  audience 
with  a  proud  look,  smote  himself  on  the  breast 
saying,  "  Izzent  them  theear  privileges,  think  yo'  ?  " 
The  glare  in  his  eye,  as  his  gaze  passed  from  member 
to  member  of  the  group,  seemed  to  foreshadow  his 
contempt  for  anyone  who  should  dare  to  dispute 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  being  able  to  pluck  one 
of  Mr.  Hawkins'  apples.  Then,  settling  back  into 
his  corner,  he  muttered  sententiously,  "  Nay,  nay, 
ther's  nowt  like  civility !  "  One  of  the  disappointed 
brethren  with  a  "vinegary"  face  was  seizing  the 
lull  in  the  talk  to  introduce  a  gloomy  account  of 
his  day's  misfortunes,  and  the  consequent  poverty 
of  his  "  catch  "  bag,  when  Joe's  stentorian  tones 
overbore  every  other  voice,  and  all  had  to  listen. 
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"  Nah,  abaht  this  matter  o'  civility,"  still  harping 
on  the  old  text.  "Let  me  tell  yo'  ther's  mooar 
fishin'  been  lost  throo  chaps  bein'  uncivil  ner  throo 
owt  else.  Why,  yo'  chaps  knaw  that  theear  fishin' 
'at  we  used  ta  Jiev'  at  Newby,  at  Laady  Maary 
Vyner's  ?  Aye,  bud  do  yo'  knaw  hah  we  lost  it  ? 
Now  (no)?  Well,  Aw'U  enlighten  yo'"— with  a 
wide  sweep  of  his  hand  at  the  use  of  sucb  a  grand 
word. 

"  Sum  chaps  once  went  fishin'  up  theear,  an' 
they  tuke  (took)  a  varry  big  graay-face*  wi'  em, 
full  o'  summat  ta  sup.  They  planted  thersens 
dahn  e' t'  front  o't'  Hall,  an'  began  fishin'.  Bud 
they  supped  as  much  as  they  fished— er  mooar; 
an'  suoin  sum  on  'em  began  ta  be  a  bit  wamly. 
Wol  they  wor  theear,  Laady  Maary  cam  aht,  an' 
sat  hersel'  dahn  on  a  secat  at  t'front  o't'Hall  an' 
watched  'em  a  bit.  But,  bi  this  time,  one  on  em' 
hed  gotten  soa  muddled,  'at  he  filled  a  glass  aht 
o't  graay-face,  an'  hoddin'  it  up,  shouted  ta  her 
Laadyship  e'  a  hiccupy  voice,  'Cum  dahn,  Owd 
Lass,  an'  hev'  a  sup ! '  T'owd  laady's  faace  went 
red  an'  blue  e'  a  second.  Then  sho  stood  up,  her 
een  lookin'  as  if  she  saw  seven  murders  all  at  once. 
Sho  stared  that  way  fer  abaht  a  minit,  then  turned 
smartly  rahnd,  an'  went  in.  A  cupple  o'  .seconds 
after,  them  chaps  wor  scutterin  'ower  t'  hedge 
away  throo  t'rivcr  wi'as  much  o'  ther  tackle  as 
they  could  sam  (gather)  up  e'  a  cat's  wink,  an' 
t'last  man  'at  managed  ta  get  ower  inta  t'road  left 
soa  much  o'  his  cloas  e' t'  mahth  o'  one  o'  them 
dogs  at'  they  keep  at  t'Hall  'at  he  hed  ta  cover 
t'vacant  part  with  his  fishin'  bag.  Nah,  ther's 
been  noa  mooar  fishin'  theear  sin'  then !  Civility, 
Aw  say  !    Civility!    Ther's  nowt  like  it !  '1 

The  chonis  of  disapproval  of  such  action  must 
have  gratified  even  Joe,  but  evidently  his  homily 
on  Civility  was  not  yet  finished,  for  he  soon  intro- 
duced another  phase  of  it. 

"An  heear's  anutther  thing 'at  izzent  reight,"  he 
continued.  "  Ther's  a  lot  o'  chaps  'at  goas  aht  e' 
fishin',  an'  they  tak  a  lot  o'  varry  big  baskets  wi'. 
em,  an'  a  cargoa  big  eniff  ta  feed  a  regiment. 
Theas  'at  Aw  meean  nivver  open  ther  rods  aht  ta 
do  onny  fishin'  at  all.  An'  they  doan't  goa  hoam 
empty  noather !  If  yo'wor  e'  ther  hahses  when 
they  cam'  hoam  ye'd  see  them  theear  baskets  'at 
they'd  ta'en  full  o'  stuff— but  not  fish  mind  yo' ! 
It  ud  be  stuff  'at  hed  been  knawpt  (struck)  ower 
t'head  wi'  t'fishin'  rods  'at  had  nivver  been  loisened 
dahn !  Noa !  Noa !  Chaps,  it  willunt  do.  Wot 
Aw  say  is  this.  Fair  do's !  Fair  do's,  an'  civility ! 
Yo'  cannot  cop  fish  e'  a  plantation !  " 

"Harrogate!  Harrogate!"  I  had  to  get  out. 
Joe  had  beguiled  the  usual  tedium  of  a  slow  and 
sleepy  journey,  and  I  felt  quite  grateful  as  I  went 
out  of  the  station,  hearing  still  his  murmur  in  my 
ear,  "  Civility,  Chaps  !  Civility  !  Ther's  nowt  like 
it ! "  John  a'Dreams. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNEE. 


The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  dinner  of  the  society 
was  held  at  the  Manchester  Hotel  on  Tuesday, 
April  3.  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton,  the 
society's  president  from  its  inception,  admirably 
occupying  the  chair.  Tlie  room  was  filled  with 
members  and  friends  ;  and  the  ladies,  who  were 
present  in  large  numbers,  gave  the  grace  and  dis- 
tinction which  are  often  absent  from  gatherings 
where  men's  sports  are  solely  concerned. 
^The  dinner  was  served  in  capital  style  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  Mr.  Hanscomb,  the 
CDurteous  hotel  manager.  Ample  justice  having 
been  done  to  the  menu,  his  lordship,  in  felicitous 
t3rms,  gave  the  loyal  toast  of  "  The  King  and  Royal 
Family,"  which  was  honoured  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm. 

Among  those  present  were  : — 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  Hamilton  (presiding)  ; 
H.  W.  Atkinson  and  friends,  H.  M.  Birch,  T.  W. 
Bowman,  J.  Baylift'e,  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  (hon. 
treas.),  H.  Butt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Barber,  Miss  Bliss, 
J.  B.  Close,  J.  P.  Connellan  andfriend,S.  J.  Chasteney 
and  friend,  A.  F.  Cowley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Davies, 
H.  Davis,  F.  E.  Eldred  (hon.  sec),  A.  E.  Franklin, 
Chas.  Franklin  (Eton  Angling  Preservation 
Society),  Sidney  Gowing  and  friend,  F.  A.  Gray  and 
Mrs.  Gray,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Gray,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  J.Gray,  Miss  M.  Gray,  Miss  L.  Gray,  H.  Gray,  sen., 
H.  Gray,  jun.,  Mrs.  A.  Gray,  G.  H.  Howard 

*  Grey-face.    A  big  stone  jar  for  holding  beer. 


(Fishing  Gazette),  C.  J.  Hayward,  Mr.  Hay  ward,  jun., 
Miss  Hayward,  F.  Jackson,  A.  Jackson  (Anglers' 
News),  R.  B.  Marston  (Fishing  Gazette),  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Moss,  W.  Marshall  and  friend,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Potter,  Mr.  and  Miss  A.  J.  Saunders  and 
friend.  Miss  Winifred  Siddons,  P.  W.  Salmond, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Spencer,  Mrs.  Spencer  and 
friend,  H.  Davey  Turner  (hon.  curator),  J.  H. 
Thonger,  Cecil  Thompson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troughton, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  (!.  Woodruff,  Mr.  and  JMrs.  F.  E. 
Woods  and  friends. 

Letters  of  apology  were  received  from  Messrs. 
C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  "),  Edward  Marston 
(the  "Amateur  Angler"),  W.  Senior  (Field), 
H.  Sheringham,  A.  C.  Bonsall  (Shooting  Times), 
Sydney  Chield,  A.  P.  Zerfass,  etc. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  cups  and  medals 
distributed  during  the  evening : — 

The  "  Brunton  "  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  A.  P. 
Zerfass  for  a  pike  of  121b.  and  a  roach  of  21b.  4.Joz. 

The  "  Ladell  "  Challenge  Shield  has  not  been  won. 

The  "  Franklin  "  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  Sydney 
Chield  for  a  trout  of  21b.  Goz.  and  eight  other 
specimen  trout. 

The  "  Deal  "  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Bowman 
for  a  catch  of  161b.  12oz.  of  sea  fish. 


The  "  Marshall "  Cross  to  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass  for 
a  roach  of  21b.  4^oz. 

The  "  Brunton  "  Challenge  Cup' for  Thames  trout 
to  be  taken  by  an  artificial  fly,  or  an  artificial 
spinning  bait,  has  not  been  won. 

Silver  medals  to  : — 

Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  for  a  pike  of  I31b.  14ioz.  • 

Mr.  H.  M.  Birch  for  a  grayling  of  1  lb.  lOoz. 

Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  for  a  trout  of  51b.  15oz. 

Lord  George  Hamilton,  in  proposing  the  toast 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  referred  to  the 
fact  that  that  was  their  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
dinner,  and  that  he  had  had  the  honour  of  being 
president  of  the  .society  since  its  formation.  (Cheers. ) 
He  feared  that  he  had  been  very  slack  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  president,  but  that 
was  becatise  of  the  affairs  of  State  with  which  he 
had  been  associated  during  a  fairly  long  Parlia- 
mentary career.  However,  he  remembered  that  he 
was  very  proud  when  he  was  asked  to  become  their 
president,  as  he  had  been  fond  of  fishing  all  his 
life,  and  he  was  certain  that  a  fishing  club  formed 
with  the  objects  this  society  had  in  view  could 
only  be  productive  of  good,  and  that  by  combination 
many  beneficial  results  would  accrue  to  the  indi- 
vidual membars.    He  thought  that  the  society  had 


more  than  realised  the  most  sanguine  anticipatio  * 
of  those  who  had  formed  it,  for  at  the  end  of  twenty- 
five  years  their  finances,  their  membership,  and 
their  prospects  were  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 
(Cheers.)  Moreover,  the  society  had  brought 
together  a  large  number  of  ardent  anglers,  who  had, 
besides  enjoying  the  benefits  of  social  intercourse 
and  gaining  piscatorial  knowledge,  established  a 
museum  of  their  ti'ophies,  and  a  library  for  reference 
and  instruction.  In  a  word,  the  society  had 
established  a  perfectly  sound  position  in  the  fishing 
world.  (Cheers.)  By  combination,  also,  it  had 
been  able  to  give  its  members  advantages  which 
as  individuals  they  could  not  command.  He 
referred  to  the  excellent  trout  water  they  had 
secured  on  the  Chess,  and  to  the  water  for  those 
who  preferred  the  coarse  fishing  at  Kelvedon. 
(Applause.)  From  time  to  time  the  roll  of  member- 
ship had  contained  the  names  of  men  who  wer.s 
gifted  with  inventive  facilities,  and  the  name  of "  Gresl 
ham  "  was  applied  to  many  articles  of  piscatoria 
paraphernalia.  Many  of  the  members  also  had 
followed  the  pursuit  of  sea  angling,  and  had  swelled 
the  ranks  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
Living  as  he  did  frequently  at  Deal,  he  had  been 
interested  in  the  doings  of  these  anglers,  for  whom 


he  had  developed  an  admiration,  not  only  of  the 
men,  but  of  the  good  circulations,  good  livers,  and 
good  tempers  they  must  possess— (laughter) — for 
he  could  from  experience  say  that  it  was  a  trying 
ordeal  to  be  anchored  in  a  small  boat  in  the  Downs 
with  a  cold  north-east  wind  blowing  and  a  choppy 
sea.  But,  despite  drawbacks,  he  had  observed  that 
ladies  frequently  took  part  in  these  fishing  expedi- 
tions. (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  tried  it,  but  he  had 
to  confess  that  he  had  succumbed — the  anchored 
boat  would  persist  in  kicking  its  heels  up  in  the 
most  indecent  manner.  (Laughter. )  It  was  a  sorry 
exhibition  for  the  president  of  an  angling  society 
and  an  ex-First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty — (more 
laughter) — yet  he  was  generally  considered  a  good 
sailor,  but,  like  all  good  fishermen,  he  wis  no 
Anchorite.    (Loud  laughter.) 

Continuing,  his  lordship  said  that  the  preservation 
of  both  the  fresh  and  the  salt  water  fisheries  of  the 
kingdom  was  a  matter  of  national  concern,  in 
which  this  society  had  played  a  not  unimportant 
part  ;  and  he  gave  as  instances  of  the  persistency 
with  which  salmon  sought  our  shores  thefacts  that 
a  member  of  the  salmon  family  had  been  taken  in 
the  society's  water  at  Kelvedon,  and  was  now 
presarved  in  the  museimi,  and  that  salmon  fre- 
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quently  found  their  •way  up  a  small  stream  in 
Sussex,  -which  was  a  feeder  of  the  canalised  river 
Arun.  He  felt  con%Tnced  that  if  a  proper  system 
of  preservation  -were  adopted,  and  bye-laws  and 
regulations  framed,  we  should  once  more  have  the 
salmon  resorting  to  our  South  Country  rivers  as 
they  did  in  times  of  old,  when  it  was  found  necessary 
to  insert  clauses  in  apprenticeship  <3.eeds  to  prevent 
young  people  being  fed  on  this  fish  more  than  two 
or  thre3  times  a  week.  (Cheers.) 

In  conclusion,  his  lordship  said  they  must  not, 
in  judging  the  good  the  society  did,  look  only  to  its 
limited  sphere  of  operations.  It  set  an  example  ; 
it  infused  into  our  fellow-countryroen  the  love  of 
angling  as  one  of  the  foremost  of  outdoor  sports, 
so  necessary  to  national  well-being  and  develop- 
ment. Angling  hurt  no  one,  but  it  taught  its 
adherents  to  love  nature,  and  it  helped  to  conserve 
one  of  the  most  important  assets  of  the  country — 
the  freshwater  and  the    sea-fisheries.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  ably  responded. 

Mr.  H.  D.A.\'EY  TuBNER  submitted  "  Tlie  Press  " 
in  a  felicitous  speech,  which  met  with  the  usual 
hearty  reception  accorded  to  it  wherever  any  body 
of  anglers  foregather,  and  was  responded  to  by 
^Ir.  R.  B.  Mabston  (Editor  Fishing  Gazette)  and 
Mr.  Albert  Jacksox  (Anglers'  News). 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  said  that  as  he  was  do^ra  for 
another  toast,  he  would  merely  thank  the  company 
for  the  way  they  had  received  the  toast  of  "  The 
Press."  Mr.  Albert  Jackson,  in  his  reply,  referred 
to  the  condition  of  the  rivers  near  London,  and  said 
until  some  improvement  took  place,  it  was  useless 
to  expect  salmon  to  come  into  the  Thames. 

Mr.  R.  B.  ilARSTON  then  proposed  the  toast 
of  "The  Chairman."  He  said  that  few  states- 
men had  done  more  for  the  country  than  Lord 
George  Hamilton,  and  he  was  sure  that  during  the 
long  history  of  the  society  thsy  had  never  had  a 
chairman  who  had  given  them  more  pleasure. 
.(Cheers.)  "It  would  take  a  long  time  to  recount  all 
that  Lord  George  had  done,  but  some  things  might 
fittingly  be  mentioned.  His  friend,  Captain  Mahan, 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  an  authority 
on  naval  matters  generally,  had  told  him  that  when 
the  chairman  took  up  the  position  of  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  our  fleet  was  about  equal  to  that  of 
France  ;  when  he  vacated  that  position  our  fleet 
was  equal  to  that  of  any  two  nations.  (Cheers.) 
When  it  was  remembered  how  much  this  empire 
depended  upon  a  strong  and  efficient  navy,  they 
would  realise  what  a  great  work  in  thi.s  one  respect 
his  lordship  had  accomplished.  (Cheers.)  But 
that  was  not  all.  As  Secretary  of  State  for  our 
great  Indiandependency,  andin educational  matters, 
the  noble  chairman  had  achieved  marked  succes.ses. 
He  was,  moreover,  a  good  all-round  sportsman  and 
a  very  good  angler,  and  they  were  honoured  in 
having  such  a  man  as  their  president.  (Cheers.) 
During  a  brief  conversation  they  had  had  that 
evening,  the  chairman  had  told  him  a  story  of  the 
capture  of  a  salmon  on  the  Tay  which  was  unique 
in  its  way,  as  he  (Mr.  Marston)  had  not  during  his 
fifty  years  of  angling,  twenty-five  of  which  he  had 
spent  as  the  editor  of  an  angling  newspaper,  heard 
of  a  similar  capture.  The  chairman  had  hooked 
a  seemingly  heavy  fish,  which  fought  like  a  50- 
pounder,  and  after  a  long  and  exciting  struggle  it 
was  brought  to  the  bank,  where  it  was  found  that 
the  fish — a  salmon  of  251b. — had  been  hooked  in 
the  tail,  while  the  gut  trace  had  become  twisted 
round  the  gills.  It  was,  indeed,  a  remarkable 
capture.  They  would  aU  regret  that  it  was  not  a 
50-pounder,  and  they  would,  he  knew,  all  hope  with 
him  that  such  a  good  capture  might  yet  fall  to  his 
lot,  and  that  he  would  be  spared  for  many  years  of 
devotion  to  the  cau.se  of  angling  and  the  interests 
of  the  nation.  (Cheers.)  He  had  great  pleasure 
in  asking  them  to  drink  the  toast  of  their  chair- 
man. Lord  George  Hamilton. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

L«)BD  GEORtiK  Hamilton  said  it  had  been  a  great 
pleasure  to  him  to  be  there  that  night.  His  visits 
might  have  been  more  frequent,  but  that  was  the 
first  year  for  nearly  forty  years  that  he  had  been 
free  from  Parliamentary  duties.  He  thought  that 
all  present  had  enjoyed  the  evening.  For  his  part 
he  had,  and  he  thanked  them  most  heartily  for  the 
kind  manner  in  which  the  toasi  of  his  health  had 
be«"n  proposed  and  received.  (Clieers.) 

An  admirable  selection  of  music,  under  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray's  able  management,  was  rendered  during  the 
evening,  the  singing  of  Miss  Winifred  Siddons  being 


highly  appreciated.  Mr.  T.  Powley  and  Mr.  Trough- 
ton  sang  several  songs  with  delightful  efl'ect.  Mr. 
T.  Glare  (from  the  London  Pavilion)  gave  clever 
variations  of  "Bill  Bailey  "  and  his  "Pecuniary 
Love  Ballad,"  for  both  of  which  he  was  enthu- 
siastically encored. 

The  toast  of  "The  Ladies"  was  entrusted  to  Dr. 
P.  J.  Spencer,  who  acquitted  himself  in  his  own 
inimitable  style,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Buckingham,  in 
responding,  caused  considerable  merriment. 

The  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders,  was  wittily  proposed,  and  ably 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Thomas  Jackson. 


FISH  CAERIERS. 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  tried  all  sorts 
of  fish  carriers  for  long  journeys — Perfection  cans, 
milk  cans,  self-aerating  appliances,  etc.— and  I  have 
found  none  to  equal  the  oval-shaped  wooden  cask 
of  which  I  send  you  an  illustration.  We  get  these 
casks  in  Austrian  oak  and  pine.  I  prefer  the  oak- 
staved  casks  as  they  last  better  (I  have  some  that 
I  got  twelve  years  ago  quite  good  still),  but  as 
the  pinewood  casks  weigh  a  deal  lighter  they 


might  suit  better  for  English  inland  trafiBc. 
The  handiest  size  of  casks  is  one  taking  about 
thirty-five  imperial  gallons  of  water  when  quite  full 
(the  casks  are  never  filled  to  more  than  two-thirds 
of  their  capacity  in  order  to  ensure  aeration),  and 
weigh  empty  Icwt.,  or  3cwt.  filled  ready  for  ship- 
ping. This  is  for  the  oak  casks,  the  pine  cask 
weighing  about  thirty  per  cent,  lessj 

"  I  do  not  find  the  formula  given  by  Sir  James 
Maitland  ('History  of  Howietoun,'  part  I.,  page 
271)  hold  quite  good  as  a  working  average,  and 
prefer  to  give  you  what  I  find  from  long  experience 
to  be  working  values  for  casks  of  the  above 
description :  — 

"  For  shipping  two-year-olds  (and  older  fish) :  A 
thirty-five  gallon  cask  will  safely  carry  in  winter 
24lb.  of  trout;  in  spring  (say,  from  March  to 
April),  181b.  to  20lb. ;  in  summer,  15lb.  The 
length  of  journey  is  of  little  importance  for  these 
averages  provided  that  there  are  no  stops  longer 
than  ten  minutes  at  a  time.  It  is  quite  a  usual 
thing  for  us  to  pack  and  load  twenty  casks  (say, 
3001b.  to  3501b.  of  trout)  in  the  evening  at  seven 
o'clock,  cart  them  half  an  hour's  distance  to  the 
station,  and  let  them  travel  till  seven  a.m.  next 
morning  without  an  attendant  or  loss  of  a  single  fish. 

"The  longest  distance  I  have  safely  sent  fish  like 
this  is  forty-two  hours,  but  I  think  it  might  safely 
be  extended  up  to,  say,  fifty  hours  without  causing 
much  loss  of  slime  to  the  fish  and  consequent 
misery.  We  never  add  ice  to  the  water,  but  the 
casks  are  cooled  with  ice  about  two  hours  before 
filling,  the  casks  thus  assuming  a  low  temperature 
and  cooling  the  water  gradually — a  most  important 
thing. 

"  In  very  long  journeys  we  throw  moist  baggings 
round  the  casks,  and  give  plenty  of  air  current 
through  the  car — this  helps  to  cool  the  casks  very 
much.  Casks  are  always  kept  well  separate  at  the 
bottom  of  the  railway  van,  and  arranged  so  as  to 
lie  with  their  longest  parts  across  the  car,  thus — 


This  gives  them  a  better  chance  of  '  wobbling '  and 
aerating  the  water.  I  should  say  the  usual  English 
fruit  railway  van  would  be  a  very  good  vehicle  for 
transporting  fish  as  it  ensures  such  good  ventilation. 

"The  thirty-five  gallon  casks  can  be  easily 
handled  and  lifted  by  two  men,  and  do  quite  well 
for  yearlings,  taking  from  five  hundred  to  one 
thousand,  according  to  size  and  temperature  ;  they 
do  well,  too,  for  four  to  six  months  old  fry,  taking 
about  fifteen  hundred  up  to  July^  For  fry  (quite 
young  fry  that  have  just  lost  the  yolk-sac)  we  use 
zinc  carriers  with  very  flat  bottoms  and  low,  wide 


necks.  These  we  place  in  wicker  baskets,  and  fill 
the  space  between  carrier  and  basket  with  hay  or 
any  other  non-conducting  material,  both  to  avoid 
heating  and  jjrevent  jar  (the  latter  being  par- 
ticularly awkward  to  fry).  We  never  add  ice  or 
cool  down  the  carriers  for  fry,  as  fry  are  very  liable 
to  suffer  from  slight  changes  of  temperature.  A 


six  to  seven  gallon  carrier  will  carry  five  thousand 
fry  up  to  six  hours'  distance,  and  may  be  filled 
quite  to  the  rim  with  water  to  minimise  jar  and 
concussion  as  far  as  possible.  A  soft  cheese  cloth  is 
inserted  under  the  lid  of  the  carrier  in  order  to  still 
further  deaden  the  movement  of  water.  Still, 
with  all  these  precautions,  the  transportation  of 
young  fry  is  an  imsatisfactory  affair,  and  fully-eyed 
eggs  do  better  in  most  cases. 

"  I  shall  refer  to  the  preparation  of  older  fish  for 
transportation  in  a  further  article.     "  S.  Jaffe. 

"  Sandfort  Trout  Fishery, 
i'  Osnabriick,  Hanover." 


I  give  here  in  addition  to  Herr  Jaffe's  can-iera 
an  illustration  of  the  excellent  fish  carrier  supplied 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  of 


Caistor,  Lincolnshire.  If  other  British  fisli-cultur- 
ists  who  have  special  carriers  would  hke  to  have 
them  illustrated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  will 
lend  me  blocks,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  them. — -Ed. 


ON  A  LINCOLNSHIEE  GRAYLING 
STEEAM. 
By  "  Halcyon." 


[Continued  from  page  162.) 

We  had  decided  to  go  by  a  later  train  on  the 
following  morning,  namely,  9.25,  but  my  host  came 
to  my  bedroom  and  informed  me  that  on  account 
of  an  important  business  engagement  he  would  be 
unable  to  accompany  me,  but  as  I  had  already 
been  I  should  be  able  to  manage  by  myself.  That 
was  certainly  true,  but  friend  M.  had  proved  such 
a  charming  angling  comrade  on  the  previous  day 
that  it  is  no  use  denying  that  I  was  greatly  dis- 
appointed. However,  there  was  no  help  for  it, 
and  after  a  hearty  breakfast  I  bid  my  kind  host 
and  hostess  good-bye,  as  I  was  obliged  to  return 
direct  to  Leeds  that  same  evening. 

During  the  night  the  weather  had  changed  com- 
pletely, and  in  place  of  the  crisp  frosty  air  of  the 
previous  day  the  atmosphere  was  mild  and  slightly 
foggy,  but  with  that  feeling  of  hope  which  springs 
eternal  in  the  angler's  breast,  I  set  forth  on  my 
journey.  By  this  second  train  there  was  a  wait  at 
Louth,  but  at  last  I  heard  the  porter  shout  in  the 
almost  unintelligible  jargon  of  his  class,  "Aby, 
Aby,  change  for  Claythorpe,"  and  out  I  tumbled 
with  my  impedimenta. 

Asking  my  reader's  indulgence  for  a  slight  digres- 
sion, I  may  say  that  the  former  name  of  the 
station  was  Claythorpe,  but  it  was  changed  to  Aby 
owing  to  the  following  contretemps.    Many  years 
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ago,  when  Bosco,  the  famous  conjurer,  was  on  th^ 
stage,  he  had  an  engagement  at  Cleethorpes,  and 
owing  to  the  aforesaid  indistinct  articulation  of  a 
railway  porter  lie  dismounted  at  Claythorpe,  only 
to  find  that  tJie  scene  of  his  proposed  performance 
was  many  miles  distant.  The  telegraph  and  a 
trap  were  called  into  requisition,  and  the  wizard, 
as  they  called  conjurers  in  those  days,  arrived  half 
an  hour  late.  Then  the  name  of  the  station  was 
altered  to  Aby. 

It  was  only  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  station 
to  the  top  mill  pool,  and  I  found  that  our  friend 
the  miller  had  kept  his  promise  and  held  back  the 
water,  the  pool  being  perfectly  stagnant,  but  he 
was  there  in  waiting,  and  he  turned  on  his  turbine, 
with  the  result  that  a  grand  stream,  with  an  eddying 
fringe  at  either  side,  was  soon  running  merrily 
through  the  pool.  In  order  to  allow  the  fish  to 
get  settled  down — after  I  had  put  my  rod  together 
and  adjusted  my  tackle — I  had  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  chat  with  the  miller,  who  brought  me  a 
couple  of  pails  of  water,  and  requested  me  to 
transfer  any  trout  that  I  might  catch  to  them,  as 
he  was  of  opinion  that  there  were  too  many  trout 
in  the  lower  pool,  and  he  wished  to  put  some  into 
the  dam  above  the  mill. 

At  last  I  made  a  start,  and  impaling  a  bright 
red  little  cockspur  worm  on  a  No.  II  Crystal  hook, 
attached  to  three  yards  of  the  finest  4x  drawn  gut, 
I  despatched  the  tiny  red-capped  float  on  its  errand. 
It  had  not  sailed  two  yards  down  the  edge  of  the 
stream  when  it  glanced  sideways.  A  turn  of  the 
wrist,  and  a  bright  silvery  grayling  shot  down 
stream,  and  after  a  minute  or  two  of  sharp  resist- 
ance was  duly  landed  and  transferred  to  "  the 
coffin,"  as  my  friends  term  my  large  wooden  creel. 
Three  trout  next  came  to  the  net,  and  although 
that  was  in  the  last  fortnight  of  the  old  year  they 
were  in  capital  condition,  and  on  the  fine  tackle  gave 
excellent  sport.  They  were  placed  in  one  of  the 
pails,  and  shortly  after  the  miller,  who  had  witnessed 
their  capture  from  the  mill  window,  came  round 
and  carried  them  to  the  water  above. 

I  next  had  a  fight  with  a  real  good  fish,  which  on 
being  landed  proved  to  be  a  grayling  of  I  lb.  6oz. 
Then  more  trout,  and  then  three  more  grayling. 
It  was  eleven  o'clock  when  I  commenced,  and  at 
twelve  the  miller  came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  would 
eat  my  lunch,  and  he  would  stop  the  turbine  for 
an  hour,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  continue  my  sport 
until  dark.  I  gladly  accepted  his  proposal,  and 
sitting  on  my  box  in  the  lee  of  the  mill  wall  I 
disposed  of  a  packet  of  sandwiches  thoughtfully 
provided  for  me  by  Miss  Mason,  washed  down 
with  a  taste  of  Mountain  Dew.  A  well-filled  pipe 
followed,  and  then  the  hour  was  up.  The  miller 
returned  from  his  dinner,  and  set  the  turbine  going 
once  more.  The  mill  pool  at  Aby  differed  con- 
siderably from  the  lower  one  at  Withern,  where 
we  commenced  operations  on  the  previous  day,  for 
in  the  former  case  the  banks  were  open  at  both 
sides,  whereas  a  row  of  thick  willow  bushes  con- 
siderably interfered  with  you  at  Withern  Mill.  To 
this  day  it  is  a  puzzle  to  me  why  neither  of  us 
touched  a  grayling  in  the  latter,  for  since  then  Mr. 
Mason  has  written  to  say  that  several  good  ones 
have  been  caught,  and  to  the  eye  of  a  grayling 
fisher  it  looked  quite  as  good  water  as  the  upper 
mill  pool.  I  thought  I  would  now  give  the  water 
for  half  a  mile  below  a  trial,  but  beyond  landing 
a  few  trout  I  did  nothing,  and  therefore  retm^ned 
to  the  mill. 

At  the  foot  of  the  pool  the  water  gradually 
shallowed  out  on  to  a  ford,  where  horses  and 
conveyances  cross,  and  the  miller  informed  me 
that  during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  when 
grayling  were  spawning,  the  bed  of  the  stream  was 
black  with  them,  so  much  so  that  often  they  had 
to  be  driven  off  to  allow  horses  to  pass.  It  struck 
me  that  if  such  was  the  case,  not  much  of  the  ova 
would  come  to  maturity,  and  I  am  positive  that 
the  heronry  below  must  be  responsible  for  a  great 
amount  of  damage  to  both  trout  and  grayling. 

I  now  went  back  again  to  the  mill  poo',  for  the 
afternoon  was  far  advanced,  and  I  knew  that  there 
was  only  about  another  hour  of  daylight  left  for 
mo  to  complete  my  day.  The  stream  was  still  in 
beautiful  condition,  but  for  some  time  only  trout 
came  to  the  net,  one  a  beauty  of  about  21b.,  which 
showed  rare  fight.  About  half -past  three  the  trout, 
to  my  great  delight,  retired  from  the  scene  of 
action,  and  the  grayling  came  on.  Needless  to 
say,  I  gave  them  as  little  law  as  the  extreme  fine- 
ness of  my  tackle  warranted,  and  when  the  sun, 
which  during  the  last  hour^had  struggled  through 


the  mist,  was  setting  in  the  western  sky,  like  a 
ball  of  burnished  copper,  and  daylight  gradually 
faded  away,  I  reeled  up,  disjointed  my  rod,  and 
counted  my  spoils,  which  consisted  of  eight  brace 
of  lovely  grayling  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The 
miller  now  appeared  on  the  scene  to  bid  me  fare- 
well, and  announced  that  the  trout,  which  he  had 
transferred  to  the  upper  water,  numbered  thirty. 
"  I  have  never  seen  such  a  day's  sport,  sir,"  he 
remarked,  "since  I  have  lived  at  the  mill,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  about  it,  you  do  know  how  to 
fish."  I  bid  him  good-night, and  shouldering  "the 
coffin "  I  wended  my  way  up  the  little  winding 
lane  to  the  station,  where  I  had  a  wait  of  nearly 
an  hour.  As  a  general  rule,  until  the  day  previous, 
the  return  train  stopped  at  every  station,  but 
fortunately  for  me  a  service  of  motor  trains  had 
been  inaugurated,  and  these  did  all  the  stopping, 
the  ordinary  one  running  right  through  from  Louth. 
Under  the  old  regime  there  was  only  five  mmutes 
left  to  catch  the  last  train  to  Leeds  at  Grimsby,  and 
as  often  as  not  missed  the  connection,  but  now  there 
was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  spare,  and  I  reached 
home  that  night  all  right.  I  called  at  the  Leeds 
Angling  Club  s  house,  the  West  Riding  Hotel, 
Wellington-street,  where  both  the  grayling  and 
roach  were  greatly  admired,  and  so  ended  two 
memorable  and  very  pleasant  days  spent  on  the 
Withern  Eau. 

When  I  commenced  this  article  I  stated  that  my 
host  was  a  widower,  but  since  then  I  am  pleased 
to  hear  that  he  has  married  again,  this  time  to 
a  charming  Irish  lady.  I  wish  them  both  every 
happiness,  as  I  feel  sure  will  also  my  readers,  for 
a  more  agreeable  angling  companion  than  friend 
Mason  I  do  not  wish  to  meet. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  luill  be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  13.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "first"  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  11. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Bemabks. — The  river  is  in 
good  order  for  trouting,  and  the  genial  weather  of 
the  past  few  days  should  help  the  angler  to  locate 
a  fish  or  two.  Shepperton  Weir  has  already  been 
well  patronised,  but  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  fish  being  caught.  At  Marlow,  Mr.  Nicholls 
has  had  a  trout  of  21b.  8oz.,  and  so  far  as  is 
generally  known  this  is  the  first  Thames 
trout  of  the  season — anyway,  it  was  taken  on 
the  opening  day.  I  should  say  Shepperton  Weir, 
Bell  Weir  and  Chertsey  Weir  would  be  good  places 
for  the  casual  visitor  to  try.  I  did  not  hear  last 
season  of  a  solitary  trout  being  had  at  Windsor 
Weir,  though  the  weir  at  Old  Windsor  {Wraysbury 
Station)  ought  to  hold  a  trout  or  two.  Provided 
the  warm  and  sunny  weather  lasts,  a  few  fish  should 
show  up  in  the  open  water,  and  very  often  it 
happens  that  the  largest  sized  fish  are  had  well 
below  a  heavy  stream  on  the  edge  of  quiet  water.  I 
do  not  think  the  new  weir  at  Egham  will  spoil  the 
trouting,  but  anglers  should  take  plenty  of  tackle  in 
case  obstructions  from  the  old  weir  are  still  existent 
under  the  surface.  The  bleak  are  now  showing  up, 
and  this  may  be  taken  as  a  good  s-ign  by  those  who 
fish  away  from  the  weirs.  In  all  probability  there 
will  be  a  few  good  fish  caught  early  this  season,  and 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  something  good  in  next 
week's  Fishing  Gazette. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  Thames  trout  fishing 
season  opened  with  lovely  weather,  and  several 
anglers  were  out  on  April  1  to  try  their  luck. 
Several  small  fish  were  caught  which  included  some 
of  those  that  were  turned  down  near  Henley  Bridge 
last  year  ;  they  were  however  taken  below  Hamble- 
don  weir.  The  wind  is  still  in  a  cold  quarter,  and 
few  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move  up  to  the  time 
of  writing.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  retainable  fish 
being  taken  in  local  waters  ;  one  of  2Jlb.  has  how- 
ever been  caught  at  Marlow.  While  at  Oxford  I 
heard  of  a  fish  weighing  just  over  61b.  being  creeled 
The  water  is  in  splendid  condition,  and  given 
warmer  weather  and  less  wind,  the  prospect  for  the 
week-end  angler  should  ba  , promising. —  Stanley 
Mead. 

Avon  (Bin^wood).  —  This  river  is  now  in 
splendid  condition,  but  the  cold  east  wind  is  all 
against  good  sport.  Several  fish  have  been  risen 
the  last  two  or  three  days,  but  they  rise  very  short ; 
as  '  soon  as  the  wind  gets  a  little  ^warmer  there 
should  be  a  good  few  fish  taken.   Mr.  Campbell  got 


a  nice  salmon  of  241b.  Mr.  Polden  got  a  trout  of 
\\\h.  with  fly.  Mr.  F.  Tilton  had  between  301b. 
and  401b.  of  pike,  up  to  lOib. — M.  W.  Hayter.- 

Builth  Wella  (Breconshire).  —  Mr.  Morris, 
keeper  in  charge  at  the  Nyth,  caught  a  26lb.  salmon 
on  the  afternoon  of  April  2.  It  was  a  lovely  fish 
and  he  fought  for  liberty  like  a  king,  but,  alas  !  ho 
had  to  surrender.  A  fine  pike  lies  a  few  yards  below 
Glasbury  Bridge,  and  several  anglers  have  offered 
him  some  tempting  "  tit-bits,"  but  he  is  wary,  and 
probably  he  is  more  inclined  to  think  of  "  family 
affairs"  than  feasting  at  the  present  time. — 
William  R.  Wjiislay. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Olonoester  shire). — A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  with  moderate  sport.  The 
trout  are  rising  very  well,  Olive  Duns  and  Quills 
being  the  killing  flies.  Fishermen  at  Esister  should 
have  some  good  catches,  everything  is  very  favour- 
able.— Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
very  low  and  clear,  and  this  week  there  have  been 
several  sharp  frosts,  but  the  weather  is  becominf< 
much  more  mild  in  the  daytime.  Very  few  fi.~h 
have  been  token,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
there  have  been  a  good  many  rods  on  the  water.  On 
March  30  Mr.  Salisbury  had  a  basket  of  two  dozen, 
Mr.  E.  Distin  one  dozen ;  whilst  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
and  Mr.  M.  Revell  captured  three  brace  apiece.  On 
April  3,  fishing  close  to  Staverton  Bridge,  Mr  Salis- 
bury was  rewarded  with  a  nice  salmon.  Messrs. 
Bastard,  R.  M.  Bourne,  W.  M.  G.  Singer,  and  C.  li. 
Robinson  have  been  appointed  members  of  the 
Fishery  Board  by  the  County  Council.  At  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  an  important 
motion  to  consider  the  desirability  of  establishing  a 
fish  hatchery  stands  in  tho  name  of  Mr.  E.  Tucker, 
and  no  doubt  if  the  Conservators  could  see  their 
way  to  adopt  it  the  matter  would  be  very  much 
in  the  interest  of  the  river. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cooker  (Cumberland). — There 
is  very  little  doing  on  these  rivers  yet,  but  on  one  or 
two  mild  days  fair  fishings  have  been  made,  Mr.  K. 
Mitchell  takmg  two  trout,  IJlb.  and  1  lb.,  on  Mr.  H. 
P.  Senhouse's  water  at  Coc^ermouth.  Insect  feed 
is  scarce,  though  a  few  Duns  have  hatched  out  and 
Stone  Fly  have  been  seen.  On  Derwentwater  some 
good  trout  have  been  caught  by  trolling  with  natural 
minnow. — Buckham  Broads. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  water  on  the  Creed  y 
has  been  very  fine  and  the  best  takes  have  not 
averaged  more  than  a  dozen.  Not  much  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  the  Carey,  although  one  fair 
basket  of  a  couple  of  dozen  was  creeled.  It  is 
proposed  to  restock  the  upper  reservoir  at  Bideford 
with  trout. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  been  low  and 
fine  for  some  days,  only  suitable  for  a  fly,  and  that 
not  of  a  large  size.  As  very  few  of  the  present  day 
anglers  can  or  will  fish  with  fly,  very  few  salmon 
have  been  landed.  The  only  man  who  has  done 
fairly  well  is  Mr.  A.  Edwards,  of  Armathwaite 
Castle,  who  has  killed  five,  but  he  has  the 
river  at  his  door,  and  can  take  a  cast  at 
dusk.  Of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr. 
Atkinson,  and  Mr.  E.  Tetley  have  each  had  one 
in  their  Corby  water  ;  Dr.  George  Murray  one  of 
91b.  in  the  Armathwaite  Hall  water ;  Mr.  T.  Y. 
Bramwell  one  at  Warwick  Hall ;  Major  S.  Ferguson 
and  Wm.  Warwick,  keeper,  one  each  at  Low  House. 
Trout  have  been  rising  freely  to  a  grand  hatch  of 
March  Browns,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
made;  but  they  are  still  soft  and  lanky. — Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  this  river  has  run  in 

fair  trim  during  the  past  few  days,  only  indifferent 
results  are  being  obtained  by  the  anglers  who  have 
been  out.  The  weather  continues  somewhat 
unsettled,  whilst  snow  water  had  an  adverse  effect 
upon  the  river.  Amongst  those  who  have  grassed 
fish  are — Mr.  L.  Jefferson,  three  and  a  half  brace; 
Mr.  W.  S.  Hodgson,  two  brace  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Bradley, 
two  brace.  With  the  advent  of  warmer  weather, 
fairly  good  sport  may  be  anticipated.  At  present, 
sea  anglers  are  experiencing  disappointing  results 
in  consequence  of  the  frequent  intervals  of  adverse 
weather.  From  the  piers  and  quays  a  few  fish  are 
being  taken,  but  as  yet  only  a  moderate  number  of 
anglers  have  commenced  operations. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Excellent  sport  with 
the  salmon  is  still  going  on  since  the  river  has 
cleared.  In  the  waters  below  the  Salmon  Pool 
Weir  Colonel  Smee  has  landed  eight  fish,  including 
two  of  201b.  and  171b.,  and  Mr.  Moysey,  another 
angler,  one  of  221b.  In  the  Cowley  and  Pynes 
portion  of  the  river  a  fine  lot  of  fish  have  been 
caught,  there  being  a  fine  stock  of  fish  there.  Over 
fifty  salmon  have,  it  is  said,  been  caught  in  the 
waters  last  named.  Sea-fishing  has  been  at  a 
standstill.  Trout  generally  are  sporting  well  to 
Dark  Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  and  Half  Stone, 
and  are  now  in  excellent  condition, — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Cor'^n  (Bodor^an,  Anglesey).  —  Good 
sport.    Mr.  J.  P,  Hull,  Oldham,  staying  at  the 
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Meyrick  Arras  Hotel,  had  good  sport  fly  fishing  for 
trout :  on  March  26,  fourteen,  March  29,  fifty-two, 
March  30,  fourteen,  March  31,  seventeen,  April  1, 
seven.  April  2  (cold),  one,  lib.  loz.  Mr.  Laird, 
Birkenhead,  at  the  same  hotel,  in  two  and  a  half 
days,  had  twenty-two  good  fish,  and  Mr.  Billinge, 
the  landlord,  in  two  days,  thirteen,  from  Jib.  to 
Hlb.  Flies — Dun  wing  and  dark  yellow  body,  also 
March  Brown.  Messrs.  J  ones  and  Morris,  Llangefni, 
and  Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards,  J.P.,  Holyhead,  have  also 
had  good  sport.  The  lake  h  full  and  the  weather 
mild.  With  a  few  April  showers,  atmospheric 
conditions  would  be  ideal. — W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Coarse-fishing  closed  last 
Saturday,  when  a  number  of  anglers  were  out  on 
the  upper  reaches.  The  river  was  clear,  and  sport 
was  not  verj'  satisfactory.  In  the  Hertford  district, 
however,  some  choice  roach  and  dace  were  basketed, 
and  at  Ware  several  roach  of  a  pound  and  over  were 
secured.  Cold  winds  are  keeping  the  trout  quiet, 
but  the  weather  has  been  more  sunny,  and  we  shall 
soon  be  treated  to  warmer  conditions.  Trout- 
fishing,  it  should  be  remembered,  does  not  open  on 
the  Lea  vmtil  May  1. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (leominsterj.— Both  streams 
are  running  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order.  The 
fish  have  been  more  inclined  to  sport,  and  trout 
have  been  rising  at  the  fly,  and  a  few  nice  fish  have 
been  landed. — G Wynne. 

Otter  (Bndlei^li  Salterton). — The  river  is  very 
low  just  now,  although  there  is  quite  enough  water 
for  the  fly  to  do  profitable  work  ;  but  a  good  freshet 
and  mild  balmy  weather,  such  as  is  ordinarily 
associated  with  April,  would  be  very  welcome  and 
would  greatly  assist  angling  operations.  Every  day 
about  noon  there  is  a  good  rise  of  fly.  To-day 
(April  4)  the  Olive  and  Pale  Duns  were  abundant, 
and  trout  moved  briskly. — Hebon. 

Plymontli. — We  are  still  having  good  reports 
from  the  rivers,  and  good  baskets  have  been  taken. 
A  good  shower  would  freshen  things  up  a  bit  and 
allow  the  peed  and  salmon  in  the  lower  waters  to 
run  up.  The  salmon  net  licences  are  being  applied 
for,  which  shows  that  these  fish  are  about. — 
William  Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — An  agreeable  and  most 
welcome  change  in  the  weather  has  characterised 
the  opening  week  of  April,  and  the  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  being  in  order  for  trout  fishing,  fairly 
good  sport  should  now  be  obtained  with  fly  and 
minnow.  Thus  early,  several  Shrewsbury  anglers 
have  met  with  success  while  spinning,  one  rod 
having  taken  nine  fish,  some  over  1  lb.,  and  all  in 
satisfactory  condition.  Two  post  office  officials  have 
also  done  fairly  well.  So  far  fly  ^fishing  has  not 
been  good.  With  a  few  days  of  the  pre.«ent  warm 
sunshine  fly  fishers  may  possibly  meet  with  success. 
— Hafren. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Ckichester  Canal.— We 

have  a  most  welcome  change  in  the  weather,  as, 
although  a  persistent  north-easter  is  with  us,  the 
days  have  been  bright  and  warm.  Several  anglers, 
on  April  1,  visited  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse 
on  trout  intent,  and  among  them  captured  three 
fish,  one  of  1  lb.  and  a  brace  of  lOoz.  each.  Chub 
were  taken,  but  were  returned.  A  brace  of  nice 
trout  of  21b.  4oz.  and  21b.  loz.  were  taken  from  a 
western  stream  on  live  minnow,  and  a  few  small 
fish  have  been  captured  from  the  brooks.  Smelt 
are  numerous  in  Chichester  Harbour  and  at  Fames 
Mill  Pond.  Several  dozens  have  been  taken  per 
tide,  also  a  few  good  flatfish  and  herrings. — Geobge 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Salmon  fishing,  rod  and  line, 
commenced  on  April  2,  and,  from  the  large  number 
of  kelts  landed,  it  should  convince  the  most  scep- 
tical that  instead  of  a  month  earlier  the  opening  of 
the  setkson  should  be  a  month  later.  I  was  told  by 
a  gentleman  that  the  supposed  fresh  run  fish  caught 
was  a  well  mended  kelt.  Trout  fishing,  through 
the  low  and  clear  water,  is  not  up  to  much,  Mr. 
Pearce,  who  is  a  persistent  fisherman,  having 
caught  the  greatest  number,  but  it  is  entirely 
through  his  unwavering  continuation  in  spite  of 
east  winds  and  clear  waters.  Flies  killing.  Blue 
Upright  "proper"  and  Busty  Blues. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teifi  (Iilaudyssil). — Water  getting  low,  and  rain 
would  be  welcome.  Trout  have  been  rising  pretty 
freely  about  middle-day,  but  only  small  basket  i 
have  been  the  rule  the  last  few  days.  At  time  of 
writing,  glass  falling  and  wind  in  south-west,  which 
portends  rain. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Temo  is  in  capital  order, 
and  the  trout  are  moving  better  and  rise  at  the  fly, 
and  a  few  warm  days  will  work  wonders.  Have 
tried  worm  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.  On  March  31  three  brace  were  taken  with 
the  fly.  Pike  fishing  has  been  tried  and  small  fish 
landed. — S.  Lt;DLOW. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigfhbonring 
Kivers. — There  is  a  fair  volume  of  water  running 
in  our  northern  streams,  and  the  snow-water  is 
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about  out.  Salmon  and  trout  fishing  being  now 
well  on.  the  recent  spell  of]  warmer  weather 
has  hatched  out  a  nice  lot  of  aquatic  flies.  On  the 
North  Tyne  water  of  the  George  Hotel  some  nice 
yellow  trout  have  been  killed.  The  Tyne  at  Wylam 
is  fishing  extraordinarily  well.  Last  week  the  old 
veteran,  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  grassed  five,  201b.,  181b., 
le^lb.,  181b.,  and  181b.  Mr.  Appleby,  on  April  2, 
killed  two  nice  salmon;  Mr.  Forster,  one  good  fish, 
several  other  fish  being  killed  by  other  anglers. 
This  is  for  the  Tyne  a  record  spring  season.  Whittle 
Dene  Lakes  opened  on  March  31,  the  first  of  April 
falling  on  Sunday.  Mr.  Boocock,  Newcastle,  killed 
on  fly  seventeen  nice  fish,  another  angler  eleven. 
Considering  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  fish 
are  in  good  condition.  The  Coquet  is  fishing  well. 
Mr.  Newton,  for  an  hour's  fishing,  killed  eight 
yellow  trout.  Several  other  anglers  had  good 
creels.  A  good  flood  would  clean  out  the  kelts, 
which  would  much  improve  the  trout  fishing.  A 
good  cast  for  the  present,  point,  Phea^sant  Tail, 
March  Brown,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  Pennell's 
Red  Spinner. — Henby  A.  MuRTpN. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — The  river  is  now  in  fair 
condition,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  very 
decent  catches  of  trout  have  taken  place.  Among 
the  most  successful  anglers  are  Mr.  Trevor  Jacob, 
who  secured  a  grand  specimen  last  evening 
(April  2)  weighing  l|lb.,  together  with  other  fish 
which  filled  his  creel.  Mr.  Nat  Braye  has  again 
been  to  the  fore,  securing  decent  baskets  of  fish. 
Captain  Phillips  and  Mr.  Rowlands  have  been  also 
very  successful,  securing  good  baskets,  and  the 
principal  taking  flies  are  Delafield's  Favourite,  Blue 
Upright,  and  Light  and  Dark  Blues,  Worling  Blue, 
Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  the  Purple.  Several  fresh-run 
salmon  have  been  seen  on  the  reaches  of  the 
Llanfoist  Farm. — E.  D. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  in  capital  condition 
for  the  salmon  angler,  especially  on  the  lower  and 
middle  waters,  and  it  is  my  pleasant  duty  this  week 
to  record  the  first  salmon  catches  this  season.  The 
water  is  running  rather  low  for  trouting,  but  not- 
withstanding this,  some  nice  baskets  have  been 
taken.  Trout  record  :  — Wednesday,  March  28,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Jones,  Newport,  5J  brace  (heaviest,  1  lb.  4oz.) ; 
Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  5^  brace.  Thursday,  March  29, 
Sergt. -Inst.  Johnstone,  6J  brace;  Mr.  F.  Watkins, 
2  brace  ;  Mr.  G.  Edwards,  Newport,  3]  brace  ;  Mr. 
J.  Pitt,  sen.,  3  brace;  Mr.  G.  Edmund-!,  sen., 
2J  brace;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  2J  brace.  Friday, 
March  30,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  2|  brace  ;  Capt.  Phillips, 
lOJ  brace.  Saturday,  March  31,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen., 
5J  brace  (weighing  61b.);  Dr.  Hackett,  a  trout 
weighing  21b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  2  brace  ;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Kennett,  3  brace.  Tuesday,  April  3,  Mr.  J. 
Pitt,  sen.,  3J  brace;  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  3  brace. 
Salmon  record  : — Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  20Ib.,  in  the 
Upper  Crows,  on  Saturday,  March  31.  Monday, 
April  2,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  one,  23pb.,  in  Coedyprior, 
after  one  and  a  half  hour's  fight ;  Mr.  R.  Rickards 
lost  a  fish  in  the  Bindings  stream,  after  playing  it 
for  five  minutes.  Tuesday,  April  3,  Mr.  R.  Rickards, 
one,  241b.,  in  Parker's  Hole;  Mr.  R  W.  Rickards, 
of  the  Priory,  Usk,  has  recently  killed  six  salmon  in 
the  Wye,  weighing  from  181b.  to  261b.  ;  and  Mr.  R. 
St.  John  Beasley,  of  the  Lawns,  Usk,  one,  weighing 
221b.  Fishing  on  the  upper  water,  Capt.  Phillips, 
on  sixteen  days  of  last  month,  killed,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, 191  trout,  chiefly  with  Powell's  March  Browns 
and  Blues. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  trout  are  showing 
themselves  at  the  sides  of  the  streams.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  owing  to  the  cold 
easterly  wind  that  has  been  blowing,  very  few  trout 
have  been  qaught  with  the  fly.    The  best  creels 


have\been  secured  with  minnow,  dock  grub,  and 
worm,  where  this  mode  of  fi  4iing  is  allowed.  The 
prospect  is  fairly  good,  but  if  we  get  a  change  in  the 
wind  sport  will  be  better.  U-eful  flies,  March 
Brown,  Haro's  Ear,  Olivo  Dun,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  and 
Buzz  Red. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
6to.  (Yorks).  —  I  never  remember  seeing  these 
rivers,  the  upper  reaches  particularly,  lower  than 
they  are  at  present,  and  they  are  also  extraor- 
dinarily clear,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  sharp  frost 
we  experienced  some  ten  days  ago,  and  that  no 
fresh  water  has  run  in  for  some  time.  The  bright 
ness  of  the  water,  however,  does  not  deter  experts 
from  trying  their  hands,  but  they  are  rewarded 
with  few  trout,  the  best  fish  coming  under  my 
observation  being  one  of  81b.,  caught  in  one 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Yore.  The  bright  sun- 
shine hatches  out  a  fair  number  of  early  brown,s, 
and  on  Wednesday  I  noticed  a  good  rise 
'of  light  bloas  (snipe  and  yellow),  but  the  most  ' 
killing  bait  for  trout  since  the  season  has  opened 
has  been  the  natural  minnow  fished  on  a  wee 
Chapman  or  an  "  Aerial  "  tackle.  The  trout  vary 
in  condition — some  are  in  very  fair  trim  and 
others  the  reverse,  but  it  is  evident  they 
require  more  feed.  This  they  are  not  likely 
to  get  until  after  a  freshet.  The  night  frosts 
are  very  keen  yet,  but  the  wind  has  turned  round 
to  the  south-east,  a  better  quarter  than  we  have 
had  it  in  for  some  time.  In  the  lower  districts, 
namely,  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon,  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  seen  out.  Sport 
has  only  been  moderate.  The  river  Wharfe 
has  been  running  very  low  and  clear  all  the 
week.  In  the  upper  reaches  sport  amongst  the 
trout  has  been  only  moderate  at  Grassington  and 
Ilkley,  baskets  of  six  to  a  dozen  being  the  average, 
chiefly  got  with  the  fly  Best  flies  being  Winter 
Brown,  Snipe  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple  and  Water- 
hen  Bloa.  In  the  districts  of  Otley,  Pool,  and 
Arthington.  a  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  sport 
being  rather  slow,  the  baskets  in  these  districts 
averaging  about  half  a  dozen,  chiefly  got  with 
spinning  the  minnow  on  the  "  Aerial  "  flight.  In  the  « 
lower  reaches  at  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf  the 
water  has  been  in  fair  trim,  sport  amongst  the 
flounders  has  been  fair,  and  some  nice  fish  have 
been  caught  with  the  worm.  The  river  Aire  is  low 
and  clear,  but  the  weather  has  been  bitterly 
cold,  sport  has  been  slow,  a  few  nice  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches  with  the  fly, 
although  there  are  very  few  natural  flies  on. 
Best  flies  are  Snipe  and  Purple  and  Winter  Brown. 
The  river  Nidd  is  low  and  clear,  a  fair  number  o 
rods  have  been  out  in  the  upper  reaches ;  sport  has 
been  somewhat  slow  owing  to  the  bitterly  cold 
weather.  I  was  misinformed  last  week  re  the  fishing 
of  the  Bradford  City  Waters — namely,  Doe  Park 
reservoir,  which  is  situated  at  Denholme,  also  Leem- 
ing  at  Oxenhope ;  it  appears  that  these  waters  were 
not  opened  till  April  1,  and,  as  a  rule,  these  waters 
do  not  fish  at  all  well  so  early  in  the  season, 
but  fish  fairly  well  and  better  later  in 
the  season.  Since  the  season  opened  on 
these  waters  there  has  been  a  strong  east  wind,  and 
very  little  has  been  done.  About  a  dozen  anglers 
have  been  out  and  nearly  every  one  caught  fish,  the 
most  that  fell  to  one  rod  was  half-a-  dozen,  and  all 
the  fish  were  in  very  good  condition.  Prospects 
are  not  very  encouraging,  and  will  not  be  until 
there  is  a  freshet-  Best  flies  for  the  present  are 
Winter  Brown,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly. — The  River  Beauly  was  in  fairly  good 
condition  for  angling  during  the  week,  but  little 
angling  was  done.  On  March  2S,  Capt.  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Eraser,  of  Lovat,  was  out  on  the  Home  Beat 
of  the  Castle  waters,  and  had  a  nice  salmon  of  121b. 
On  March  29  the  same  angler  had  a  salmon  of  101b. 
On  March  30  he  had  one  of  121b.,  while  on  March  31 
he  grassed  a  beauty  which  turned  the  scales  at  14lb. 
In  the  tidal  waters  the  Moniack  Castle  and  Farley 
House  rods  had  good  sea- trout  angling,  the  best 
basket  weighing  1 1  lb.  The  weather  is  now  warm, 
and  grand  angling  is  expected  for  April,  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Colonial  Secretary,  being  the  lessee. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Wintry  weather  still 
prevails  in  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale.  Salmon  now 
moving  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Double  water 
are  still  very  shy.  Fishing  in  the  Netherby  reserved 
water  on  the  Spierd,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Graham 
caught  a  nice  spring  salmon  which  scaled 
101b.  Two  or  three  fish  have  been  got  in  the 
poke  nets  in  the  Solway  Firth,  but  the  stake 
nets  are  not  doing  much.  Trout  are  expected 
to  run  in  the  early  part  of  next  week. 
A  Carlisle  angler  caught  a  small  salmon  below 
Lynefoot.  In  the  mid-reaches  Dr.  Anderson  landed 
a  small  salmon  weighing  91b.  in  Rowland's  stream. 


252 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  7,  1906 


and  at  another  fishing  one  of  81b.  Mr.  Makant,  in 
the  Netherby  reserved  water,  caught  a  spring 
salmon  of  101b.  with  Silver  Doctor  Fly,  and  another 
fine  fish  Fcaling  over  171b.  in  the  same  water.  Mr. 
T.  Graham,  Ho]linhiTst,had  a  small  salmon  weighing 
81b.  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle. — Gilnookie. 

Severou  (Banffshire). — Although  a  change  in 
the  weather  for  the  better  has  taken  place  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week,  both  rod  and  net 
fishings  continue  backward.  The  snow  has  almost 
disappeared  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  and 
the  water  is  falling  and  coming  into  better  colour. 
There  has  been  no  rain  for  some  time,  and  there  is 
pleasant  sunshine  part  of  the  day.  During  night 
and  the  early  morning,  however,  the  frost  is  very 
severe,  which  keeps  the  temperature  at  a  low  level, 
and  until  warmer  weather  prevails  there  will  be 
little  progress  in  fishing.  The  river  continues  to 
flow  to  the  sea  through  the  channel  cut  in  the  bar 
in  a  line  with  the  Bridge  of  Banff  — H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sportiugf  Association  (South 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodel,  on  the  Obbe  Loch, 
Mr.  Thos.  Prentice,  Glasgow,  had,  on  March  28, 
twenty-three  sea-trout,  weighing  l(ilb.,  heaviest 
fish,  21b.,  and  on  March  29,  on  same  loch,  thirteen 
sea-trout,  weighing  161b.,  heaviest  fish,  41b.  3oz. — 

G.  D.  Stirling. 

Loch  Leven  (Einrosb). — The  first  capture  of 
the  season  here  was  effected  on  March  31,  when 
Dr.  Gemmell,  Preston,  was  out  a  few  hours  and 
creeled  a  silvery  trout.  The  loch  is  now  getting  in 
good  form  for  angling.  A  light  rainfall  is  required 
before  a  fair  catch  may  be  expected.  The  pros- 
pects for  the  coming  season  are  bright.  Four  men 
have  been  engaged  during  the  past  fortnight  in  the 
capture  of  pike  by  means  of  the  stake,  drift,  and 
drag  nets.  They  have  been  getting  large  hauls  of 
trout  in  the  drag-net  all  round  the  loch,  as  many 
as  fourteen  dozen  young  and  old  fish  being  come 
across  in  a  single  haul. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— On  March  27, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a  salmon  of  9Jlb.,  and 
on  March  28,  two,  lOJlb.  and  91b.  On  March  30, 
Mr.  Finlayson,  Inverness,  one,  121b.,  and  on 
March  31  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen,  three,  lOilb., 
9|lb.,  and  91b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Hillin  Hotel). — On  March  27,  Mrs. 
Berger  landed  a  fine  clean-run  salmon,  26ib.  On 
March  28,  Mr.  S.  Berger,  one,  21  lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Berger, 
one,  131b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Stenhouse,  one,  171b.  On  March 
29,  Mr.  H.  Berger,  one,  151b.  On  March  30,  Mr.  Jas. 
Galloway,  two,  231b.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  Millar,  two, 
161b.  and  181b.  On  April  2,  Mr.  S.  Berger,  two. 
241b.  and  181b.  ;  Mrs.  Berger,  one,  191b. ;  Colonel 
Simmons,  one,  151b.  On  April  3,  Mrs.  Berger,  two, 
231b.  and  19lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Berger,  one,  17lb.  There 
are  a  fine  lot  of  fresh-run  salmon  up  in  the  loch. — 

H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  April  2,  Dr.  Young,  Leicester,  had  a 
salmon  of  221b.  Since  last  report  the  river  has 
been  too  low  for  successful  sport.  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
Richmond,  has  just  brought  in  a  salmon  of  IS^lb., 
taken  with  fly. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  been  in 
semi-flood  since  March  31,  but  are  now  getting  into 
fine  fettle  again  for  angling.  On  the  Aboyne 
waters  last  week  Mr.  Cartwright  landed  two,  81b. 
and  191b.;  Mr.  S.  Jones,  three, '71b.,  81b  ,  and  11  lb.  ; 
Colonel  Seller,  one,  91b.  ;  and  the  keepers  two,  71b. 
and  81b.  On  the  Woodend  water.  Captain  Quintin 
Dick  creeled  sixteen  fish  for  the  week.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing,  and  on  the  Cairnton 
Lord  Penrhyn  and  his  guests  have  upwards  of  a 
hundred  ;  while  Mr.  Meakin,  on  the  Lower  Durris, 
has  had  an  excellent  season,  having  creeled  some 
eighty  salmon  since  Feb.  11.  On  the  Kingcausie 
water,  Professor  Cash  and  Miss  Forte.'rcue  have  had 
sixty,  scaling  up  to  281b. ;  while  Messrs.  Littlejohn, 
Cook,  and  Gill  have  over  thirty.  On  the  Lower 
Park  water.  Dr.  Lawson  had  one,  71b.,  on 
March  31.  Mr.  John  Cowe  had  a  nice  basket  of 
trout,  on  the  afternoon  of  March  31,  on  the  Gathdee. 
Don. — The  river  rose  a  foot  on  March  31,  and  is 
too  full  of  snow-water  for  the  best  biing  made  of 
the  trout  season  as  yet.  On  the  Balbithans  water, 
Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Stephen,  Mr.  Forbes,  and  others 
had  good  baskets  of  trout  on  March  31,  while  Mr. 
Lindsay  had  a  salmon  of  14lb.,  in  addition  to  some 
5lb.  of  yellow  trout.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  this  part  of 
the  country  are  down  to  a  summer  level,  and  are  far 
too  low  and  clear  for  salmon  fishing,  though  the 
streams  are  in  fair  order  for  yellow  trout  fishing. 
The  Annan. — Fishing  in  the  Brewery  Pool,  on 
March  30,  Mr.  James  Loudon  landed  a  clean- run 
spring  salmon  of  171b.  He  also  caught  a  fine  yellow 
trout  of  2Jlb.  in  Gallabank  Pool  with  fly  on  April  2. 
Mr.  Thos.  Roddick  had  one  of  about  1  lb.  and 
several  smaller  ones  with  fly.  Capt.  Ewarthad  one 
brown  trout  of  lib.  at  the  Old  Mill  of  the  lower  waters 
>vith  fly-    Mr.  W»n.  Tl'ornsofi  landed  one  of  IJlb. 


In  the  Dinwoodie  and  Wamphray  portions  fair 
sport  has  fallen  to  local  angler.s.  The  Moffat  section 
of  the  Annan  is  rather  low,  though  a  number  of 
anglers  have  obtained  from  six  to  eighteen  yellow 
trout  at  an  outing,  chiefly  with  March  Brown  Fly. 
The  DuMrRiE.s  Nith.  —All  the  reports  from  the 
different  wat6rs  of  the  Nith  go  to  show  that  the 
streams  are  on  the  low  side,  and  sport  has  been 
disappointing.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association 
waters  a  few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  with 
fly.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — Rain  and  floods 
are  much  wanted  to  bring  the  rivers  into  order. 
Local  anglers  are  getting  from  half  a  dozen  to  a 
dozen  small  yellow  trout  per  day.  A  good  fall  of 
rain  is  badly  needed. — He.\thekbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — Since  the  beginning  of  last 
week  the  weather  conditions  here  have  been  very 
favourable  for  salmon  fishing.  The  river  has  now 
returned  to  a  more  normal  level,  and  good  sport  is 
being  oxperiensed  on  most  of  the  boats  of  the 
Spey.  On  the  Aberlour  House  Water,  Mr. 
D.  C.  Guthrie,  of  East  Haddon  Hall,  had 
a  salmon  of  91b.  on  April  2.  Six  salmon  were  also 
killed  during  the  last  week  of  March,  two  of  01b. 
and  141b.,  respectively,  on  March  27,  two  of  6Jlb. 
and  71b.  on  March  28,  one  of  1 1  Jib.  on  March  29, 
and  one  of  6^1  b.  on  March  30,  by  keeper  J.  Reid  and 
fisherman  J.  McKenzie,  both  fishing  on  behalf  of 
the  proprietor. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Anglers  are  now  enjoying 
improved  sport,  owing  to  the  more  favourable 
conditions  of  weather  and  water.  From  the 
Naggan  water  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  Cumming 
landed  two  salmon,  weighing  respectively  121b. 
and  lOJlb.  ;  and  on  this  day  week,  one  of  101b. 
From  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  on  Wednesday, 
Major  Grant,  Glengrant,  had  a  fine  fish  of  161b., 
and  on  this  day  week  one  of  81b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — More  spring-like  weather  has  been  expe- 
rienced during  the  past  week,  and,  as  the  river  has 
been  settled,  and  still  continues  in  fine  order, 
uniformly  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  principal  takes  for  week 
ending  April  3.  Edbadynate. — Fishing  this  water, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston  killed  three  fish  of  ISJlb., 
lOJlb.,  and  15lb.  on  March  28 ;  one  of  171b. 
on  March  30 ;  and  another  of  181b.  on  April  2. 
Upper  Grandtully. — Capt.  J.  H.  Baldwin  caught 
one  fish,  18Jlb.,  on  March  31;  and  Mr.  R.  D.  de 
Uphaugh.  one,  301b.,  on  March  29,  and  another  of 
19lb  on  April  2.  Logiebait. — Fishing  this  stretch, 
Mr.  A.  Smith  got  one  fish,  181b.,  on  March  30;  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Sangar,  one  of  lltlb.  on  April  2.  Dal- 
ouiSE. — Mr.  W.  F.  Kay  captured  one  fish,  Ifilb.,  on 
March  27  ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Herring  one  of  Kllb.  on 
March  29.  Upper  Dunkeld.  —  Fishing  this 
beat,  Mr.  Wm.  Herring  got  two  fish,  lOlb. 
and  161b.,  on  March  31,  and  another  two,  of 
181b.  and  131b.  Lower  Dunkeld. — Mr.  Herring 
killed  one  of  17lb.  on  March  30.  Delvine. — Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw  took  one  fish,  71b.,  on  March  26, 
one  of  I21b.  on  March  29,  and  another  of  221b. 
on  March  31,  while  Mr.  Adie  got  one  of  17!b. 
on  March  27.  Mckthly  Castle. —  Fishing  this 
water,  Mr.  A.  H.  B.  Constable  captured  one  fish, 
181b.,  on  March  30,  and  two  of  201b.  and  161b.  on 
March  31,  and  Mrs.  Constable  one  of  29! b.  on 
March  30,  while  the  Hon.  D.  H.  Cairns  got  one, 
15lb.,  on  April  2,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Dewhurst  one, 
211b..  on  April  3.  Islamouth. — Fishing  this 
stretch  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  caught  five  salmon, 
181b.,  n^lb.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  151b.,  on  March  30, 
and  two,  201b.  and  151b  ,  on  April  2.  Stobhall. — 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  killed  one  fish,  14lb.,  on 
March  :.,0,  and  another  of  151b.,  on  March  31, 
while  Lord  Tavistock  had  four  fish,  18  Jib., 
101b.,  131b.,  and  81b.,  on  March  30;  one,  23lb., 
on  March  31  ;  and  another,  191b.,  on  April  3. 
Stanley. — Lord  and  Lady  Dalhousie  killed  three 
fish,  231b.,  161b.,  and  Ulb.,  on  March  28;  two  of 
171b.  and  161b.  on  March  23  ;  two  of  181b.  and  1.5lb. 
on  March  30;  and  two  of  161b.  and  131b. 
on  March  3 1 ;  while  Mr.  M.  E.  Sanderson  captured 
one  of  81b.  on  April  3.  Burnmouth. — Fishing  this 
water  for  Mr.  G.  H.  Timmis  the  boatmen  got  one 
fish,  lljib  ,  on  April  2.  Battleby. — Mr.  Coats, 
gamekeeper,  fi-hing  this  beat,  killed  one  fish. 
20ilb.,  on  March  28  ;  two  of  Ulb.  and  121b.  on 
March  29;  and  one,  20Jlb  .  on  March  30. — A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). —  Good  sport  continues  to 
be  got  on  this  river.  From  Braal  Castle,  on  No.  8 
Beat,  Mr.  H.  P.  Green  killed  two  fish,  161b.  and 
81b.,  on  March  29.  No.  7  Beat:  Mr.  Crossfield  had 
one  of  101b.  on  March  27,  and  Mr.  Thorburn  one  of 
71b.  on  March  28.  No.  6  Beat :  Mr.  Crossfield  one 
of  Ulb.  on  March  28  ;  Mr.  Thorburn  one  of  SJlb. 
on  March  29 ;  Commander  Dormer  one  of  8Ib.  on 
March*  301b. ;  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Green  four  of  141b., 
121b.,  121b.,  and  7Jlb..  on  March  31.  No.  5  Beat: 
Capt.  Finlayson  one  of  191b.  on  March  30.  No.  4 
Beat:  .Commander  Dormer  one  of  8|lb.  on  March  31. 
No.  3  Beat:  Mr.  Moss  one  of  S^lb.  on  March  29. 
No.  9  Beat:   Mr.  Herbert  Greg  one  of  I61b.  on 


March  29  ;  and  on  No.  1  Beat:  Commander  Dormer 
one  of  2I»lb.  on  March  27. — A.  A. 
Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  order  during  the 
past  week,  and  salmon  angling  ha=)  continued  fairly 
prosperous  on  the  whele.  Trout  anglers  are  not 
doing  much  owing  to  the  low  temperature  of  the 
waters  and  the  absence  of  flies.  Makerstottn. — On, 
March  29,  Mr.  Geo.  Henderson  caught  a  splendid 
clean  salmon  of  191b.  and  91b.  of  trout.  On  March 
31,  Mr.  A.  McLeod,  one  of  16lb.  Ednam  House. — 
On  March  31,  Mr.  J.  Smith  caught  one  salmon 
of  91b.  ;  on  April  2,  Mr.  J.  Tait,  fishing  with 
trouting  tackle,  caught  a  salmon  of  71b.  and 
51b.  trout.  Hendersyde. —  On  March  30,  Mr. 
Stewart  caught  two  salmon,  8Jlb.  and  6|lb. 
On  March  31,  Mr.  Menzies  one  of  18Jlb.  On 
April  2,  Mr.  Bennet  caught  one  of  5Jlb.  on  trouting 
tackle,  a  No.  2  Greenwell  trout  fly.  Spbouston. — 
On  March  21,  Mr.  Kidson  landed  two  of  7Jlb.  and 
71b.  On  March  22.  Mr.  Tait  two  of  lOJlb.  and  5^11)., 
on  March  23,  Mr.  Parrington  two  of  81b.  and  l^U). 
BiRGHAM. — On  March  30,  the  Lady  Mary  Douglas 
Home  caughtjthree  weighing  8lb.,  81b.,  and  l^\h.,  and 
on  Saturday  her  ladyship  again  had  three  weighing 
81b.  each.  Teviot.— On  March  30,  Mr.  R.  D. 
Ormeston  caught  one  salmon  of  71b. — Maxvvheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — In  consequence  of  tho 
drying  east  wind  and  bright  sunshine  that  prevailed 
during  the  week,  the  Clady,  Moyola,  Ballendirry, 
Maine,  and  the  other  streams  that  discharge  into 
Loch  Neagh  are  so  much  reduced  that  the  fly  can 
only  be  used  on  the  deep  sections.  However,  trout 
took  artificial  imitations  of  the  March  Brown  Blue 
Dun  and  Olive  Quill  freely,  and  good  catches  were 
obtained.  The  Maine  River  continues  falling,  and 
the  falling,  and  the  shallow  portions  of  the  trouting 
sections  at  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  are  in  order,  and 
the  minnow  has  recently  accounted  for  a  few  good 
fish  at  the  former  station.  The  fly  can  now  be  used 
on  the  shallows  among  the  eel  weirs,  and  sport  is 
expected  during  the  coming  week. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

JBlackwater  (co.  Cork). — On  the  Ballynaroon 
water,  Mr.  Hugh  Logan  landed  a  magnificent  fresh- 
run  fish  of  371b.,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  three,  161b., 
211b.,  221b.  On  Glenmore,  Colonel  Simpson,  five, 
61b  ,  131b.,  16ilb.,  lO.JIb.,  27Jlb.  On  Mocollop 
water,  Sir  Montague  Chapman,  on  March  26,  thrnie, 
Ulb.,  221b.,  261b.;  on  March  27,  three,  Ulb, 
21  lb.,  231b. ;  on  March  2S,  one,  81b. ;  on  March  20, 
one,  181b.  ;  on  March  30.  two.  101b.,  201b.  ;  and  on 
March  31,  three,  101b.,  10|lb.,  161b.  On  Killairellen 
water,  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley,  two,  121b.,  18Jlb. 
At  Ballyhooly,  Captain  E.  Arkwright.  one.  At 
Gortmore,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hunt,  jun.,  ti.ree,  101b.,  161b., 
23Jlb.  At  Dromineer,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hunt,  one,  101b.— 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Fishing  during  the  past  week 
has  been  a  failure  on  this  section,  owing  to  the  hard 
frosts  at  night,  glaring  sun  during  the  day  time, 
and  the  river  being  at  low  summer  level.  The  only 
sport  I  can  hear  of  being  on  Upper  Blackcastle, 
where  Sir  Francis  Ley  had  five  of  2.5Jlb  ,  301b., 
121b.,  201b..  and  lOib.,  and  the  fishermen  had  five 
of  11  lb.,  lOlb.,  201b.,  91b.,  and  11  lb.  Owing  to  his 
still  being  an  invalid.  Sir  Francis  Ley  is  only  able 
to  fish  for  two  or  three  hours  daily. —  Boyne 
Ranger. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek>. — Trouting 
continues  good,  but  cold  winds  keep  largest  trout 
from  rising  freely.  Captain  Auchinleck,  Colonel 
Carpendale,  and  Master  Crawfords  are,  however, 
catching  some  nice  trout  daily. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Eillarney.  — Harsh  easterly  winds  are  still  very 
much  in  evidence,  and  all  waters  here  are  very  low. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  very  low,  fishing 
at  a  standstill  for  want  of  rain.  On  Mashonaglass 
Mr.  J.  Barry,  one,  101b.,  and  Professor  Bergin,  one, 
81b.  On  Carbue,  Mr.  E.  Pike,  J.P.,  one,  Ulb.  On 
Rooves,  Mr.  M.  Lyons,  one,  161b.,  and  Major 
Cummins,  R.A.M.C.,  one,  Ulb.  On  Castleinch, 
J.  O'Brien,  two,  lOlb.  and  101b.  On  Carbery  water, 
Mr.  J.  Walsh,  one,  1 1  lb.  On  Carrigrohane  water, 
Capt.  Reiss,  one,  91b.  At  Carrigadrohid,  Mr. 
Barnes,  one,  101b.  ;  and  at  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  J. 
O'Donnell,  one,  81b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lontrh  Cnrrane,  etc  (WaterviUe,  oo.  iierry).— 
Ned  Dennebyhad  a  salmon,  121b.,  on  March  27, 
and  lOJlb.  on  March  29.  On  the  former  date 
Michael  Brennan  had  one,  121b. — T.  J.  D. 

Lou^h  MelviBi — Cold  north-east  winds  pre- 
vailed during  tho  past  week,  yet  the  salmon  anglers 
out  on  the  lake  done  well  for  a  beginning.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Walker"  landed  two  spring  salmon  of  91b.  and 
9 Jib.  on  March  30 ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Mulholland  landed 
two  spring  salmon  of  11  Jib.  and  81b.  on  March  27 
and  28  ;  Dr.  R.  Bamett  landed  two  salmon  of  51b. 
and  81b.,  and  a  trout  {aalmo  ferox)  of  61b.  on  March 
31 ;  and  Mr.  G.  Kelly  landed  a  gillarooe  of  3lb.  a,ad 
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several  smaller  ones  (trolling)  on  April  2.  Trout 
did  not  rise  well  to  the  fly  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  the  cold  north-east  winds.  Some  rain  and 
a  change  of  wind  would  now  leave  excellent  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  to  be  had  on  Lough  Melvin. — M. 
RoGAjr  A^D  Sons. 

Moima  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone)- — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries — the  Derg,  Glenelly, 
Finn,  Strule,  &c. — opened  on  April  1  in  very  un- 
favourable conditions,  the  water  being  low  and 
clear,  and  the  weather  cold  and  bright,  with  frosts 
at  night. — J.A.B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — During  the  past 
week  fish  rose  well  to  the  fly,  two  large  fish  being 
taken  (14lb.  and  161b.)  with  one  rod,  and  a  good 
number  being  taken  in  the  weirs  up  to  201b.  Lough 
Conn  fi-hed  well.  Colonel  Hewitt  got  two  good 
fish,  and  Mr.  Scroop  played  and  lost  a  very  large 
fish.  Mr.  Sullivan  got  three,  121b.,  Ulb.,  and  101b. 
last  week.  Trout  fishing  is  in  full  swing,  and 
should  continue,  as  the  weather  is  splendid. — 
JoHX  Devebs. 

Moy,  IiongliB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo 
Mayo). — Weather  fine,  river  and  loughs  in  splendid 
fishing  order,  and  a  good  supply  of  salmon  in 
the  piools.  Colonel  Hewitt  had  two  salmon  in  the 
lough,  spinning ;  Mr.  Sulton  got  one  salmon  of 
lolb.  Some  nice  takes  of  trout  were  got.  My 
father,  Jim  Hearnes,  drew  first  blood  on  the  river 
on  March  28  by  landing  a  salmon  of  14lb.,  and  on 
March  30  a  splendid  salmon  of  231b.  The  big  fish 
was  hooked  close  to  the  salmon  weirs,  and  after  an 
exciting  hour  and  ten  minutes'  play  was  landed  one 
hundred  yards  below  the  cathedral.  The  fly  that 
enticed  both  fish  was  a  King  Edward  VII.  Very 
good  prospects  of  sport  for  the  Easter  holidays. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — Two  salmon  of  131b.  and 
181b.  have  been  taken  here  by  local  anglers.  The 
weather  is  very  much  against  angling  of  any  kind, 
but  there  are  hopes  of  wind  changes,  which  wUl  be 
welcomed. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — During  the  past 
week  the  weather  has  been  very  fine  and  the 
water  ia  now  down  to  a  nice  level.  On  Hermitage, 
the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  1.51b.  On  New- 
garden,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  101b.  On 
the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  Enright  killed  one  salmon, 
31ilb.  ;  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill,  one  salmon,  SJlb.  On 
Doonaas,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  four  salmon, 
301b.,  UJlb,,  241b.,  211b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr. 
G.  B.  Tunstall -Moore  killed  one  salmon,  ITjlb.  On 
Landscape,  Major  O' Grady  killed  one  salmon, 
37 Jib. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lon^b  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  The 
long-wished-for  change  in  the  weather  has  taken 
place.  Messrs.  Sidney  Mitchell  and  G.  E.  Wright 
(of  Birmingham)  arrived  here  on  April  2,  when  Mr. 
Wright  captured  a  fine  springer,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  another  of  181b.  Dan  Ellis,  one  of  my 
fishermen,  fishing  my  preserves,  got  two  salmon, 
weighing  161b.  and  14lb.,  within  the  last  few  days, 
and  Mick  Lewis  landed  an  181b.  fish  on  Lough  Derg, 
trolling.  WilUam  Malone,  fisherman,  killed  on  the 
lake  this  week  several  fine  pike,  weighing  25Ib., 
201b.,  lolb.,  121b.,  and  a  lot  of  others,  all  weights, 
down  to  71b.  and  81b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig^B. — Pollack  fishers  have  been  out 
on  a  couple  of  days.  On  one  day  four  anglers 
secured  sixteen  fish,  averaging  about  5lb.  On 
another  three  anglers  caught  nineteen,  running 
from  31b  to  71b.— T.  J.  D. 

Bnmham-on-Cronch. — Five  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  were  down  on  April  1  and  fished  the  Brick 
Dock  hole  in  the  River  Crouch  with  Cooper.  Sport 
was  rather  slow.  Their  united  catch  consisted  of 
three  codling  and  three  pouting.  The  weather 
being  fine  they  all  enjoyed  their  outing  on  the 
water.  The  trawlers  are  getting  a  few  small  plaice  ; 
in  one  of  their  hauls  they  had  a  codling  in  the  net 
with  its  tail  completely  bitten  off.  The  fisherman 
put  it  down  to  a  porpoise,  as  several  were  playing 
about  close  by. — J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).  —  Pollack  are  very 
numerous  around  here,  but  anglers  have  not  had 
much  sport  among  them  so  far.  Spring  mackerel 
fishing  is  about  to  commence. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — We  are  getting  some  very  nice 
spring  weather  at  this  present  time,  and  fish  seem 
to  be  very  plentiful.  The  spring  pollack  have  made 
their  appearance,  and  some  very  fine  ones  have 
be<*n  caught.  One  of  our  fishermen  had  a  fine 
catch  yesterday  (April  2).  His  basket  consi^ted  of 
twenty-four  dozen,  the  fi-sh  varying  from  21b.  to 
51b. ;  they  were  all  caught  with  tho  artificial  sand- 
eel  of  his  special  shape.  The  mullet  seem  to  have 
shifted  from  this  part,  and  are  being  caught  to  the 
westward,  and  also  to  the  eastward.  The  list  of 
edible  &>ih  lor  the  season  include  trout,  peal,  salmon, 


scad,  mackerel,  conger,  eel,  smelt,  ray,  pouting, 
hake,  brill,  turbot,  dab,  and  all  shell-fish. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — A  strong  easterly  wind  has  been 
blowing  for  some  days  past,  so  that  boat  fishing  is 
out  of  the  question.  There  have  been  one  or  two 
attempts  by  local  fishermen  to  try  for  pollack  off 
the  breakwater,  but  they  have  drawn  blank  each 
time.  Harbour  fishing  is  also  poor,  only  a  few 
small  fish  being  taken,  but  with  a  change  of  wind 
there  ought  to  be  some  good  sport.  There  have 
been  a  few  bass  taken  at  the  Fleet  water,  but  they 
do  not  run  very  large. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.  A. A.). 


Jlssociaitons,  etc. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  Aj>ril  13.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "first "  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  11. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  March  28  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
was  in  the  chair.  The  result  of  the  recent  ''  sides  " 
match  which  was  announced  to  the  meeting  was  that 
the  secretary's  (Mr.  A.  Derry)  side  beat  the  chair- 
man's side.  A  nomination  for  membership  was  put 
forward.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  pay 
certain  rents  and  salaries  due  March  25,  but  beyond 
the  usual  routine  matters  there  was  little  on  the 
agenda.  An  informal  house  dinner,  followed  by  a 
concert,  was  held  at  London  headquarters  on  March 
29  in  connection  with  the  above  match,  when  our 
president,  Mr.  George  Geen,  occupied  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  gathering  of  members  and  friends, 
including  representatives  of  other  clubs.  The 
catering  arrangements  in  the  hands  of  our  host 
(Mr.  Councillor  Sparks)  gave  every  satisfaction. 
Messrs.  T.  Adams,  J.  Marks,  Wilmot.  and  P.  Gaven, 
also  Messrs.  A.  E.  Jarvis  and  Edmunds,  of  the 
West  Hampstead  A.S.,  kindly  contributed  songs 
at  intervals.  The  programme  was  arranged  and 
carried  out  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  Marks. 
The  chairman,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  stated 
that  he  regretted  he  had  not  been  able  to  attend 
more  often,  but  that  he  had  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting the  society  with  a  cheque  towards  restocking 
expenses.  He  expressed  a  desire  that  some  trout 
should  be  put  into  the  water  at  Harefield,  and  he 
said  that  it  was  his  intention  to  support  the  society 
(assisted  by  the  committee)  in  their  efforts  to  provide 
and  keep  up  a  well-stocked  fishery  for-  its  members. 
Needless  to  add,  he  was  accorded  a  hearty  ovation. 
A  pleasant  and  successful  evening  was  brought  to 
a  close  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  Marks  and 
the  artistes,  and  to  the  chairman,  followed  by  the 
National  Anthem. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on 
Tuesday  (April  3)  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs  presided,  when — 
although  fishing  reports  were  somewhat  scarce — 
Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  reported  from  the  C.L.P.S.  Wrays- 
bury  water  a  nice  chub  of  31b.  and  sundry  roach 
up  to  |lb.  ;  whilst  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  Messrs.  Salisbury 
and  Vincent  had  very  fair  catches  of  dabs  and 
flounders  up  to  21b.  A  capital  portrait  of  the  Hon. 
Curator  (Mr.  John  Hurren)  was  added  to  the 
society's  collection,  whilst  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  gener- 
ously signified  his  intention  to  present  the  numerous 
beautiful  lantern  slides  used  in  illustrating  the 
lecture  recently  given,  which  it  is  hoped  Mr.  Grubb 
will  kindly  redeliver  on  a  future  occasion,  for  the 
benefit  of  members  who  were  vinable  to  be  present 
last  week.  The  event  of  the  evening  was  the 
reading  by  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  of  a  capital  paper 
on  "  Bream  Fishing,"  which  was  immensely  enjoyed 
by  a  very  attentive  audience.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Mcintosh  for  his  very 
successful  paper,  a  copy  of  which  was  diily  added, 
with  the  author's  consent,  to  the  library.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having  been  duly  honoured, 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  a 
very  enjoyable  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  April  4,  when  a  lot 
of  important  business  was  transacted.  The  cups 
and  other  trophies  were  allotted  to  the  fortunate 
prize-winners.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  discussing  bye-laws  and  regulations  for 
the  guidance  of  members  visiting  the  new  trout 
fishery  which  has  been  acquired  recently.  Situated 
conveniently  near  London,  two  miles  of  trout 
water  should  prove  a.  veritable  boon  to  the  members, 
especially  as  Sunday  fishing  will  be  permitted. 
Needless  to  state,  fly  only  will  be  the  order,  and 
two  brace  a  day  the  limit  ;  all  other  particulars 
to  be  obtained  verbally  from  the  secretary. — G.  R, 


Holloway  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  March  3,  when  the 
allocation  of  prizes  gave  general  satisfaction. 
Amongst  the  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  S.  Stone, 
F.  Berry,  A.  Stone,  A.  Hill,  P.  Jagols,  W.  Radburn, 
A.  Gardner,  Larkman,  A.  Gutteridge,  J.  Sargeant, 
Colbert,  Macbeth,  F.  Clay,  Robins,  W.  Jelks,  and 
H.  C.  Martin.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
on  May  1. — Sec.  pro.  tern. 

The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  above  society  held  their  eleventh  annual 
dinner  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  ■  Kingston,  on  Tuesday 
(April  3).  The  attendance  was  hardly  up  t  the 
usual  number,  but  the  catering  of  Host  Goddard 
was  all  that  could  be  wished  for.  The  president, 
Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  occupied  the  chair.  The  chief 
prize  taker  of  the  season  was  Mr.  W.  Newman,  who 
took  not  only  the  challenge  cup  and  medal,  but  the 
president's  cup  for  the  best  Thames  pike  and  the 
first  chub  prize.  An  enjoyable  entertainment,  to 
which  items  were  contributed  by  Mr.  Chas.  Capper, 
Mr.  Wayne,  Mr.  R.  Cooke,  Mr.  Weber  Letzer,  and 
others,  diversified  the  toast  list. 

Manual  Training  Angling  Society. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took  place  at 
Stanley's  Restaurant,  Lavender-hill,  S.W.,  recently. 
An  excellent  dinner  was  provided,  which  was  the 
more  enjoyable  owing  to  the  able  presidency  of 
Mr.  S.  Barter.  A  number  of  guests  were  present, 
including  Mrs.  Barter  and  other  ladies.  The  loyal 
and  other  toasts  were  fully  honoured,  after  which 
Mrs.  Barter  presented  some  valuable  prizes.  Mr. 
H.  Booth  (vice-president)  came  at  the  top  of  the 
list  with  the  best  specimen.  After  an  interval, 
the  hall  was  cleared,  and  a  most  enjoyable  time 
passed  in  dancing. — H.  G.  O. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  R.  Bradford  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting  (April  2).  Trout  fishing  opened  on  the 
Colne  and  Kennet  on  April  1,  but  very  little  had 
been  done  by  members.  At  Newbury  no  fish  had 
been  landed,  but  at  Uxbridge  Mr.  G.  McLind  had 
a  retainable  trout  and  several  small  ones  were  caught 
and  returned  to  the  water.  The  most  interesting 
item  of  news  came  from  Mr.  E.  K.  Garrod,  who 
gave  an  account  of  his  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tweed. 
The;  weather  was  most  inclement  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  stay,  but  he  killed  two  fish,  the  best 
weighing  71b.  4oz.,  and  had  numbers  of  brown  and 
sea  trout,  amongst  the  latter  being  a  fine  fish  of 
61b.— Hon.  Sec. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society. 

The  Stockwell  A.S.  held  their  first  meeting  at 
their  new  headquarters,  the  Perseverance  Hotel, 
Vassall-road,  Brixton,  on  April  3.  They  have  a 
good  club-room  and  plenty  of  accommodation, 
Host  Crouch  having  left  no  stone  unturned  to  make 
them  comfortable.  Any  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  contemplative  turn  of  mind  cannot) 
do  better  than  join  the  ranks  of  this  growing  society. 
— A.  Pain.  Sec. 


BRITISH   SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Holcombe  occupied  the 
business  chair,  when  reports  from  stations  were 
read. 

The  secretary  announced  that  the  headquarters 
would  be  closed  from  the  day  before  Good  Friday 
to  the  Monday  week — nine  days  in  all. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  assumed  the  social  chair,  and 
announced,  with  much  regret,  that  Mr.  H.  T.  Ashby, 
the  lecturer  for  the  evening,  was  unhappily 
confined  to  the  house  by  illness,  and  therefore 
unable  to  read  his  paper  in  person.  Mr.  H. 
Lockington  had,  however,  on  short  notice 
that  afternoon,  consented  to  replace  him,  which 
he  did  with  great  ability.  The  title  of  the 
lecture  was  "  A  Cruise  Within  the  Arctic  Circle." 
The  lantern  slides,  in  great  number,  illustrating  the 
lecture  were  all  Mr.  Ashby's  own,  were  very  per- 
fectly produced,  and  had  great  artistic  merit, 
whether  dealing  with  the  still  matter  of  rocks  and 
cliffs,  ice-fields  and  snow,  men  and  women,  cattle 
and  fish,  or  the  more  subtle  subjects  of  cloud,  wave, 
running  and  rushing  water.  The  representations  of 
natives  in  national  costume  were  very  perfectly 
studied. 

Mr.  Minchin  gave  expression  to  the  satisfaction 
he  had  experienced  in  listening  to  Mr.  Ashby's 
paper  and  looking  at  his  pictures.  He  had  enjoyed 
it  the  more  being  familiar  with  the  whole  of  the 
ground  traversed. 

Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the 
lecturer  and  reader  and  to  the  chairmen,  and  Mr. 
Roberts  came  in  for  hearty  cheers  for  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  he  had  handled  the  lantern. 

Next  Wednesday  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Dr. 
Forbes  Winslow  upon  the  healthy  influence  of  sea 
fishing  on  mind  and  body. — H.  P. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  7,  1906 


Ask  me  why  I  send  you  here 

This  firstling  of  the  infant  year. 
Ask  me  why  I  send  to  yon 
This  primrose  all  hepearVd  with  dew  ; 
I  straight  will  whisper  in  your  ears 
The  sweets  of  love  are  washed  with  tears. 

Ask  me  why  this  flower  doth  show 
So  yellow,  green,  and  sickly  too  ; 
Ask  me  why  the  stalk  is  weak. 
And  bending  yet  it  doth  not  break, 
I  fmist  tell  you,  these  discover 
What  doubts  and  fears  are  in  a  lover. 

— Thomas  Carew. 


'•Two  miles  of  well-stocked  trout  water  within  an 
hour  and  a  half's  journey  from  London.  It  will  be 
entirely  devoted  to  fly  fishing,  and  Sunday  fishing 
allowed."  "  Where  ?  how  ?  when  ?  "  Quite  correct. 
That  quiet  and  unost9n,tatiou8,  yet  progressive  and 
prosperous,  club  known  as  "  The  Highbury,"  and 
whose  headquarters  are  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Bedford-square,  have  acquired  these  pri\'ileges  for 
the  use  of  their  members.  As  a  member,  Mr. 
Secretary  Geo.  H.  Rayner,  I  hope  soon  to  sample 
it,  and,  if  any  vacancies,  to  send  you  some 
applicants. 


Gas-tar  for  Poachers. 
A  WELL-KNOWN  fish-culturist  once  told  of  this 
plan  for  getting  the  better  of  poachers  :  "  1  do  not 
believe  1  have  ever  had  a  fish  stolen.  I  will  tell  you 
how  I  protect  the  creek.  Flags  and  weeds  grow 
along  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  when  night- 
fishing  season  comes  I  have  my  men  scatter  gas- 
tar,  dilvited  with  turpentine,  among  the  flags  and 
weeds.  It  is  very  effective.  I  will  relate  an 
instance  and  show  how  it  works.  A  few  years  ago 
a  certain  man  was  in  the  habit  of  stealing  on  the 
creek  a  few  times  during  the  night-fishing  season, 
and  would  not  stop.  He  was  sued,  and  fined 
50  dollars  and  6  dollars  costs,  and  to  keep  him  from 
going  to  jail,  and  his  family  from  suffering,  I  paid  the 
fine.  But  still  he  would  come  on,  so  I  took  the  law 
in  my  own  hands,  and  prepared  a  kettle  of  the 
above-mentioned  mixture,  put  it  into  my  boat, 
floated  down  stream,  and  threw  it  with  a  ladle  all 
over  the  flags  and  weeds.  That  night  he  came. 
The  flags  were  as  high  as  his  head.  It  was  dark, 
and  before  he  knew  what  was  the  matter,  he  was 
covered  with  tar  from  head  to  foot.  His  hair, 
whiskers,  and  rod  got  their  share.  He  was  not  seen 
for  several  days  afterwards ;  and  when  he  was  seen 
he  did  not  have  any  whiskers,  and  but  little  hair, 
and  his  rod,  basket,  and  fly-book,  that  he  used  to 
show  with  ao  much  pride,  were  never  seen  again." 
— Forest  and  Stream. 


The  Acrostic  Picture  Post-card  has  just  been 
issued  from  the  Press  Bureau,  7,  Whitefriars-street, 
E.G.,  and  constitutes  a  very  pretty  novelty.  In  the 
specimen  submitted  there  is  a  good  picture  of  the 
Alfred  the  Great  statue  at  Winchester,  and  an 
acrostic  on  the  ancient  city.  The  idea  is  to  be 
widely  extended,  and  looks  like  winning  popu- 
larity. 


The  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  have 
conceded  the  reduction  from  3s.  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  for 
the  Sunday  excur.sions  from  London  Bridge  to  Pul- 
borough,  Amberley  and  Fittleworth.  Although 
anglers  may  not  fish  during  the  close  season,  they 
may  take  their  wives,  daughters,  or  sweethearts  for 
one,  two,  or  three  days  into  the  heart  of  Sussex 
aniidat  the  most  delightful  surroundings.  I  am  very 
pleased  to  think  the  "  old  times  "  have  returned, 
and  hope  that  the  trains  may  be  full  on  every 
occasion. 


The  annual  banquet,  concert,  and  distribution 
of  prizes  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorial  Society 
(to  which  ladies  are  specially  invited)  will  be  held 
at  the  Cercle  Francais,  Lisle-street,  Leicester- 
square,  on  Saturday  evening,  April  28.  As  the 
number  is  limited  to  one  hundred,  early  application 
for  tickets  should  be  made  to  the  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
R.  Jacobs,  at  the  Cercle  Francais.  or  of  Mr.  A. 
Abrahams,  Coach  and  Horses,  Wellington-street, 
Strand. 

*  »  »  *  * 

By  the  way,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Alfred  Abrahams,  the  annual  general  meeting  was 
held  on  March  31,  when  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Reuben 
Jacobs,  showed  tiie  Society,  both  numerically  and 
financially,  to  bo  in  a  very  flourishing  conclition. 
Several  new  members  have  been  elected,  the  prize 
list  augmented,  and  a  successful  and  pro.-<perous 
future,  under  the  a/gis  of  an  energetic  committee 
and  president,  is  assured. 


Heb  Majesty  the  Queen  has  accepted  from 
Mr.  George  Heath  a  copy  of  his  book,  "  The  Fern 
Paradise." 


"  Sans  Atout  "  writes  : — *'  I  was  in  Kew  Gardens 
last  week,  and  one  of  the  men  employed  on  the 
waler  there  told  mo  that  the  big  pond  by  the  Palm 
House  contains  enormous  carp  and  gigantic  eels. 
The  former,  ten  to  twelve-pounders,  can  be  seen, 
during  the  long  summer  days,  basking  on  the 
surface;  the  latter  (the  eels),  after  pulling  under 
water  and  devouring  a  lot  of  young  ducklings, 
had  to  be  diminishea.  By  means  of  a  wire,  many 
silver-bellied  eels  were  caught — they  u&ed  to  gather 
together  m  the  shallow  water,  where  the  dead  fish, 
&c.,  were  thrown  in — and  amongst  those  so  un- 
ceremoniously landed  were  several  six-pounders ! 
This  was  startling,  and  suggestive  of  a  granum 
salts.  1  don't  know  whether  the  official  was 
'  pulling  my  leg ' ;  but  anyhow,  I  tell  the  tale  as 
'twas  told  to  me."  [I  don't  think  the  official  pulled 
the  narrator's  leg  any  more  than  the  eels  pulled  the 
duckling's  legs.  I  do  know  that  there  are  some 
splendid  carp  in  the  pond  mentioned,  but  I  was 
not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  six-pound  eols.J 


In  speaking  of  the  very  successful  annual  dinner 
of  the  Briny  Anglers,  it  was  announced  that  the 
April  outing  to  Brighton  would  take  place  on 
April  16,  the  train  to  leave  London  Bridge  at 
9.30  a.m.  This  was  an  error.  It  should  read, 
"April  15;  train  leaves  London  Bridge  at  8.40  a.m." 


April,  or  Aprilis,  so  called  from  the  Latin  verb 
aperire  to  open,  is  the  only  month  to  which  the 
Romans  gave  a  name  expressive  of  the  appearances 
of  nature.  The  Saxons  called  it  QSster-nionat, 
or  Easter-month.  Among  the  days  set  apart  for 
observance  at  this  season  are  Palm  Sunday,  that 
is,  the  Sunday  before  Easter,  when  we  commemorate 
our  Lord's  last  entrance  into  Jerusalem  ;  Maundy 
Thursday,  in  memory  of  the  day  when  our  Lord 
commanded  His  disciples  ^to  partake  together  of 
bread  and  wine  in  remembrance  of  Him  ;  the  Friday 
before  Easter  Sunday,  called  Good  Friday,  and  kept 
as  a  solemn  fast  in  memory  of  the  crucifixion,  and 
Easter  Sunday,  kept  as  a  joyful  feast  in  all  Chri-itian 
countries,  in  remembrance  of  the  Resurrection  of 
our  blessed  Lord.  This  "day  of  days "  regulates 
all  the  other  holy  days,  as  the  Sunday  after  the 
first  full  moon  following  March  21  is  ordered  to  be 
observed  as  Easter  Sunday.  As  this  cannot  happen 
earlier  than  March  22,  or  later  than  April  25,  these 
two  days  are  called  the  Easter  limits.  The  following 
Sunday  is  called  Low  Sunday,  because  it  wa^  u^ual  on 
that  day  to  repeat  some  of  the  Easter  festivities,  and 
thus  make  it  a  sort  of  lower  or  inferior  festival. 
The  23rd  is  honoured  as  the  Festival  of  St.  George, 
the  patron  Saint  of  England.  April  is  a  delightful 
month,  though  the  most  variable,  since  a  constant 
interchange  of  sunshine  and  shower  is  best  for  ger- 
mination, a  settled  April  being  generally  unpro- 
pitious  for  a  fruitful  year. 


The  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham 
Anglers,  on  Tuesday  evening,  was  the  best  in  its 
existence.  An  excellent  menu,  a  brilliant  company 
(amongst  whom  were  many  ladies),  speeches  com- 
mendably  brief  and  to  the  point,  a  delightful 
musical  programme  capitally  rendered  by  talented 
artists,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Batten  at  the  piano,  and 
presided  over  by  Lord  George  Hamilton,  were 
re.sponsible  for  such  a  red-letter  evening.  The 
Greshamites  are  "  going  strong,"  and  visitors  are 
welcomed  at  any  of  their  Tuesday  evening  meetings 
at  the  Manchester  Hotel. 


In  the  note  referring  to  the  Fishing  Tackle  exhibit 
of  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres  at  the  Charterhouse 
Hotel,  the  English  manager  of  their  Redditch 
establishment  was  given  as  Mr.  "Robert"  Smith. 
"Smith,  Redditch,"  would  find  him;  but,  to  be 
correct,  he  should  be  addie.=sod  "Albert."  I 
spent  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  ~  hour  one 
night  last  week  in  looking  over  the  large  and  varied 
assortment  of  tackle  which  had  been  arranged  to 
splendid  advantage,  and  the  only  fault  to  be  found 
is  that  the  "show"  did  not  last  a  little  longer. 
Tlie  rods,  reels,  lines,  hooks — in  fact,  everything 
displayed — were  everything  that  the  most  fastidious 
could  desire.  Some  of  the  special  manufactures 
for  which  this  firm  is  famous  will  be  noticed 
shortly. 


Opened  by  Mistake. 
Mr.  Jones  had  appendicitis,  and  was  taken  to 
the  hospital  and  operated  upon  for  this  disorder. 
It  was  then  discovered  that  nothing  whatever  was 
the  matter  with  him,  whereupon  he  was  sent  home 
to  his  family  with  a  brief  note  stating  that  he  had 
bean  "  opened  by  mistake." 


Crabs  as  Fishebmen. 
The  crab  sometimes  catches  a  fish,  and  it 
catche.s  it  without  hook  and  line.  It  lies  in  wait, 
perhaps  in  some  creek,  with  its  jaws  extended  in 
front  and  open.  Perhaps  a  school  of  killies  comes 
along,  and  it  may  be  that  a  killie  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  school  may  swim  unsuspectingly  along 
through  the  clear  water  between  the  upper  and 
lower  parts  of  one  of  the  motionless  open  claws  of 
the  crab.  When  it  is  well  within  them  the  claw 
suddenly  snaps  together,  and  that  particular  little 
killie  goes  no  farther. 


Could  Not  Trust  Him. 
After  a  wordy  argument  in  whicVi  neither  scored, 
two  Irishmen  decided  to  fight  it  out.  It  was  agreed 
that  when  either  said  "  I've  enough,"  the  figlit 
should  cease.  After  they  had  been  at  it  about  ten 
minutes  one  of  them  fell,  and  immediately  yelled, 
"  Enough  !  I've  enough  !  "  But  his  opponent  kept 
on  pounding  him  until  a  man  who  was  watching 
them  said,  "  Why  don't  you  let  him  get  up  ?  He 
says  he's  got  enough."  "I  know  he  says  so,"  said 
the  victor,  between  punches,  "  but  he's  such  a  liar 
you  can't  believe  a  word  he  says." — Washington  Post. 


The  Mick's  brother  Patsy  says,  "  There's  many 
a  ragged  pair  o'  breeches  kivver  a  warrum  heart  !  " 


Mistook  the  Source  of  the  Smell. 

By  the  side  of  a  certain  portion  of  a  suburban 
railway  stands  a  glue  factory  which  sometimes  gives 
out  a  particularly  offensive  smell.  A  lady  who  was 
obliged  to  travel  on  this  line  quite  often  always 
carried  with  her  a  bottle  of  lavender  salts.  One 
morning  an  old  farmer  took  the  seat  beside 
her.  As  the  train  neared  the  factory  the  lady 
opened  her  bottle  of  salts.  Soon  the  whole  car 
was  filled  with  the  horrible  odour  of  the  glue.  The 
farmer  put  up  with  it  as  long  as  he  could,  then 
i^houted  :  "Madam,  would  you  mind  puttin'  the 
cork  in  that  'ere  bottle  ?  " — San  Francisco  Newt- 
Letter. 


I  sometimes  think  I'd  rather  crow 
And  be  a  rooster  than  to  roost 
And  be  a  crow.    But  I  dunno. 

A  rooster  he  can  roost  also. 

Which  don't  seem  fair  when  crows  can't  crow. 

Which  may  help  some.    Still  I  dunno. 

Crow.s  should  be  glad  of  one  thing,  though  ; 
Nobody  thinks  of  eating  crow. 
While  roosters  they  are  good  enough 
For  anyone  unless  they're  tough. 

There  are  lots  of  tough  old  roosters,  though, 

And  anyway  a  crow  can't  crow. 

So  mebbe  roosters  stand  more  show. 

It  looks  that  way.    But  I  dunno. 

— The  National. 


His  By  Right. 

A  London  cabby,  on  looking  into  his  cab  to  see 
that  all  was  in  perfect  order,  discovered  a  dead  cat 
on  one  of  the  seats.  In  his  anger  and  rage  he  was 
about  to  throw  the  carcass  into  the  street,  when  he 
espied  a  police- constable,  and  the  following  dialogue 
took  place: — Constable:  "What  are  you  up  to, 
there?"  Cabby  (holding  up  the  carcass):  "This 
is  how  I  am  insulted.  What  am  I  to  do  with  it  ?  " 
Constable:  "Surely  you  know  what  to  do  with  it. 
Take  it  straight  to  Scotland  Yard,  and  if  it  is  not 
claimed  within  three  months  it  becomes  your 
property." — Tit-Bits. 


An  egg  measuring  4in.  long  and  Sin.  in  circum- 
ference has  been  laid  by  a  hen  at  Finchingfield 
(Essex). 


True  to  His  Promise. 
The  other  boy  had  called  Tommy  a  liar,  an'  a 
fightin'  liar,  and  told  him  he  dassen't  take  it  up. 
Tommy's  fists  were  clinched  and  his  eyes  were 
blazing,  but  he  stood  there  rapidly  repeating  some- 
thing to  himself  in  accordance  with  a  long  standing 
promise  he  had  made  to  his  mother.  "  If  you'll 
jist  wait  till  I've  finished  sayin'  it,"  he  said,  '*  I'll 
knock  the  tar  out  o'  you,  Dick  Bunker,  you  pie'faced 
slob  !  '  But,  children,  you  should  never  let  your 
angry  passions  '  " —  The  other  boy,  however, 
disappeared  around  the  corner  while  'Tommy's  lips 
were  still  moving. — Chicago  Tribune. 


There  are  256  railway  stations  within  a  six- 
mile  radius  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  while  within  a 
twenty-mile  radius  there  are  nearly  400. 

Dragnet. 
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Tke  Smolce  tkat  Satisfies. 

"L' extravagance  de  la  perfection/' 

Toirtoise^slhsiell 

MtU.  5J.  t>er  oz.        TV  ^  ®  A 

M.a;p5a.,e.o..  MllXtttUire 


W.  A.  6f  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branck  oi  tke  Imt^erral  rPobacco  Co.  (of  Ot.  Bntatn  an  J 
Ireland)  Ltd..  It>swicli. 


ARMSTRONG'S 


STEEL 


BOATS 


And  Punts.    Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood. 
Easy  to  row.    Need  no  protection. 

THINK  Of  the  LUXURY  Of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "  Insa  "  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  tj-pes  of  Fly  Rods,  from  4^^  ozs. 
and  upwards,  introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler  who  has  NOT 

got  details  of  the  above  is  losing  sport. 
run  Cnfuloi/iies  of  Stfel  Jiofits  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  npplictition. 

ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO  DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE.  

Our  Special 

"Northumbrian" 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greeiiheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/-  ;  lift.,  22/-;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
10ft.,  40/-  ;  17ft.,  45/-  ;  iHft.,  50/- 

Our  Noted 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Grcfjnheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
Oft.  to  ll^ft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

WADERS,  ""pisSfr WckTncs'and  trousers, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  .VTi^^ola,  and  Twill  ;  all  guaranteed. 
Tpousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market 
Our  Stock  of  Salmon^  Cfilse,  Sea  Trout  and  Looh 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  aiid^Le.ather  Toj^s,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
.\iiy  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS 

Send  for  our  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.    3  Stamps 


HENRY  A.  MURTON,  """ToRr"^ 

8  &  10,  Graingfer  St.,  Newcastle  on-Tyne. 


WALBRAN.  LIMITED, 


beg  to  thank  their  numerous  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  their  kind 
patronage  accorded  in  the  past,  and  to  assure  them  of  their  careful  attention  to 
detail  in  all  future  orders. 


TWO  REALLY  PR  ACT  ID  A  L  THINGS. 


WALBRAN'S 
"PRACTICAL"  FLY  BOOK. 

Contains    printed    directions  for 
using  48  patterns  of  trout  and 
grayling    flies,    with  parchment 
pockets    for    casts,    two  strong 
leather  pockets  at  the  ends,  slips 
for  scissors,  &c. 
Bound  in  strong  pigskin,  12/6. 
Fitted  also  with  a  double  page  of 
G.S.  clips  for  eyed  flies,  15/-  (a 
new  pattern). 
Bound  in  brown  canvas,  8/6. 
If  fitted  with  J  doz.  each  fly,  30/- 
and  26/-  respectively. 


WALBRAN'S  "HOLDALL." 

This  convenient  article  is  intended  for  the 
conveyance  of  waders,  brogues,  socks, 
mackintosh,  &c.  It  is  perfectly  waterproof, 
and  made  of  the  strongest  brown  duck ; 
inside  are  two  pockets  for  small  articles, 
strongly  bound  with  leather,  strong  leather 
handles.    Price  15/- 


Send  address  for  Illustrated 
Catalogue  free. 


ONLY  ADDRESS- 


38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

General  Manager-FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  ("  Halcyon.") 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

New^ai^lc- on- Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Qreenheart  Trout  Rod,  10|  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Eegistered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  Sfinch,  12/6. 
THB  FINEST  ALL=ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 

THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTBATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 
Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania 


-  ....  ^-   .  ,-■:■,.—■>-.  .-^w^...  -  ,~  ,  . 
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Pfovifielal  Angiitis  l^^^^^^ 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  jpuhlished  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  13.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "  fi7'st "  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  11, 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  excursionists  oume  to  Birming- 
liam  on  March  31  to  witness  tiie  great  football 
mateli,  and,  in  the  evening,  a  large  contingent  visiteil 
the  Bingley  Hall  Exhibition  to  see  the  grand  display 
of  specimen  fish,  which  this  year  excels  all  previous 
collections.  In  all  tliere  are  2I$0  cases.  Wo  liave 
lately  had  a  grand  change  in  the  weather,  and  with 
it  trovit-fishing  should  improve  ;  above  Bridge- 
north,  up  the  Severn,  sport  sliould  bo  better.  Several 
brace  of  medium-sized  fish  have  been  taken.  Sport 
on  the  Blythe  should  now  be  better,  as  this  water 
and  all  our  trout  waters  are  now  in  gootl  condition. 
The  White  Swan  Piscatorials  held  their  third  annual 
dinner  last  week,  which  was  well  attended,  to  show 
the  popularity  of  the  club,  which  has  only  been  in 
existent^e  three  years.  It  has  a  membership  of  340, 
and,  after  paying  for  water-rents  up  to  the  present 
time,  there  is  a  balance  in  hand  of  £40. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

An  agreeable  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
weather  since  the  advent  of  April,  the  piercing  cold 
winds  giving  way  to  a  more  congenial  atmosphere 
with  brilliant  sunshine  ;  consequently,  the  prospects 
for  the  trout  fisherman  ha\e  greatly  improved  in 
most  parts,  and  insect  life  is  more  in  evidence  this 
week,  especially  in  the  upper  districts  of  the  River 
Hull  and  Driffield  Canal,  the  latter  being  in  first- 
class  condition  for  fly  fishing  and  during  the  week 
a  few  fish  have  been  on  the  rise  between  Driffield 
Lock  and  Whinhill  ;  the  stretch  between  Snake- 
holme  and  Brigham  is  also  a  nice  colour  either  for 
fly  or  minnow.  Odd  nice  fish  have  been  secured 
with  worm  at  Frodingham  Beck-end  and  in  the 
Wash.  At  Hempholme  a  brace  of  fair-sized  fish 
have  been  taken,  but  up  to  the  present  time  (April  4) 
no  fish  over  1  lb.  each  have  been  reported.  A  little 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Wilfholme  and  Aike 
Beck-end  amongst  flounders,  which  fish  are  running 
a  fair  size  ;  and  one  angler  at  the  latter  place  added 
a  nice  trout  of  about  fib.  to  his  catch.  The  lower 
waters  have  much  improved,  both  at  Hull  Bridge 
and  Wawne,  and  should  bo  in  very  nice  trim  for  the 
Easter  Holidays  should  the  weather  continue  fine. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

What  with  the  keen,  drying  winds  of  the  past, 
and  the  present  heat,  our  streams  are  almost  at 
summer  level.  In  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions, 
a  few  good  fishings  have  been  made  on  the  Kent — 
notably  two  on  the  .Lower  Levens  waters,  whose 
lessee  (Mr.  R.  B.  Lee,  of  the  Field)  took,  on  March  31, 
thirty  good  trout,  among  them  being  a  fair  sprink- 
ling of  lOoz.  and  12oz.,  which  he  followed  up  on 
April  2  by  killing  eight  and  twenty.  On  the  previous 
Thursday  Mr.  A.  S.  Greyson  creeled  fourteen  in 
the  Levens  Park  waters,  and  the  following  day 
Mr.  F.  C.  Grayson  had  a  nice  lot  from  the  same  place, 
while  Mr.  E.  B.  Pollitt  creeled  a  dozen  higher  up 
the  stream,  Mr.  Curwen  taking  five.  On  March  31 
a  lot  of  rods  were  out,  but,  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Lee's  fishing,  little  was  done.  Other  streams 
are  too  low  for  successful  angling.  The  warmth  of 
the  past  few  days  will  and  has  improved  Winder- 
mere, and  it  should  especially  help  the  char  along. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  reported  in  capital  condition  and 
fishing  fairly  well.  The  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune 
are  still  suffering  from  vinsuitable  weather.  More 
rods  have  been  out,  the  fish  are  in  good  condition, 
and  the  water  fairly  satisfactory,  but  sport  disap- 
pointing. Great  preparations  are  being  made  for 
Easter  in  Liverpool,  and  a  lot  of  rods  will  turn  out 
chiefly  to  North  Wales.  A  fine  otter  has  been  killed 
in  the  Wirral  district.  Several  fair  catches  have  been 
made  in  North  Wales,  and  at  Windermere  by  local 
rods.  At  Warrington  and  other  centres  in  this 
county  anglers  are  remarkably  apathetic — and  no 
wonder  ! 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Although  we  are  having  much  better  weather 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  much  enthusiasm 
amongst  our  city  rods.  They  have  had  their  hopes 
dashed  completely  after  a  few  days  of  nice  weather 
by  recent  sudden  changes,  so  that  up  to  April  3  that 
rush  for  tackle  was  not  in  evidence.  The  Moss  Side 


Socials,  on  April  2,  had  a  packed  rocfm  to  enjoy  a 
splendid  programme  of  lantern  and  musical  items. 
For  the  first  popular  holiday  of  the  year  the  exodus 
from  this  centre  promises  to  be  abnormally  small, 
the  usual  resorts  will  probably  be  the  best  patro- 
nised. A  new  trout-fishing  club  has  been  formed 
in  this  city  ;  name  not  decided  yet. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  certainly  become  warmer,  thougli 
the  wind  still  keeps  in  its  old  quarter — the  north- 
east. News  is  naturally  scarce.  The  capture  of  odd 
trout  is  again  reported  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Gn^et 
Mouth,  and  a  brace  or  two  have  been  creeled  on  the 
lower  sections  of  the  Dover  Beck  with  the  worm. 
As  soon  as  the  holidays  open  doings  will  be  more 
active,  for  members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society 
intend  to  give  their  Shardlow  waters  of  the  Trent 
a  thorough  trial  ;  they  must  hold  a  strong  head  of 
fish.  KoU  continue  to  run  upwards.  The  river 
has  now  a  beautifid  tinge  in  it,  and  troutists  might 
do  worse  than  give  a  trial  to  the  trolling  minnow 
or  small  gudgeon.  Since  the  despatch  of  my  last 
report  the  members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society 
have  celebrated  theii'  annual  dinner  at  headquarters, 
under  the  able  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Hartopp. 
The  society  is  in  a  most  floiu'ishing  condition — 
thanks,  mainly,  to  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
working  committee,  ably  assi.-itod  by  Mr.  J.  Clemont.^, 
the  popular  secretary.  The  latter,  in  fact,  reported 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £4.5.  Their  waters  are  well 
looked  aftor,  and  during  the  coming  season  a 
magnificent  challenge  cup  will  be  placed  on  offer, 
in  connection  with  the  ordinary  series  of  com- 
petitions. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  few  days  of  lovely  bright  weather, 
but  the  wind  has  been  from  east  to  north-east  all 
the  week,  and  the  nights  are  cold.  The  Teme  is 
getting  in  nice  condition,  but  rather  too  high  for 
successful  angling.  Several  of  our  best  anglers  have 
been  trying  the  river  in  the  Wooferton  district,  but 
sport  was  almost  nil.  The  trout  were  not  moving  and 
tiie  grayling  are  now  in  the  deep  water  and  will  not 
trouble  the  angler  for  some  time  to  come.  What  is 
wanted  now  is  nice  genial  weather  to  bring  some 
fly  life  on  to  the  water,  we  shall  then  hear  of  some 
fish  being  taken.  As  it  is,  in  the  middle  part  o' 
the  day,  the  trout  can  be  seen  lazily  enjoying  the 
sunshine,  but  neither  fly,  maggot,  nor  womi  will 
tempt  them,  even  when  the  baits  have  been  swum 
before  their  noses  or  over  their  heads.  There  is 
some  satisfaction  in  knowing  the  fish  are  there, 
and  there  is  the  prospect  of  good  sport  in  the  days 
to  come.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  during  tlie 
week,  but  there  has  not  been  many  salmon  taken 
by  the  nets,  and  the  price  is  high. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  harsh  with  dry,  cold  winds, 
and  sport  in  general  has  been  very  backward.  On 
a  few  of  the  principal  rivers,  however,  some  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  at  salmon,  but  the  prospects 
everywhere  are  getting  worse  owing  to  rapidly 
falling  waters  and  absence  of  rain.  Sea  angling  has 
not  been  much  practised  anywhere  owing  to  the 
existing  imfavourable  weather  conditions,  which  are 
still  very  much  in  evidence  at  time  of  writing. 
Sprint;  pollack  are  reported  numerous  already  along 
the  Atlantic  coast  generally,  and  mackerel  have 
been  met  with  here  and  there  off  the  coasts  of 
Cork  and  Kerry. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 

On  April  1  the  Faughan,  Roe,  Mourne,  and  other 
rivers  in  the  Londonderry  district,  the  Owentocker 
and  Owenea  in  the  Ballyshannon  district,  opened 
to  the  angler.  Without  exception  they  are  low, 
and  no  sport  may  be  looked  for  until  they  are 
swept  by  floods.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  ITlster 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  March  29  at  the 
Bee.  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast,  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite, 
president,  presiding.  There  were  close  on  100 
members  and  guests  present.  After  the  tables 
were  cleared  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent 
in  speech,  angling  reminiscences,  and  harmony. 
The  Lough  Neagh  pollen  fisheries  are  doing  pretty 
well,  and  have  been  since  the  season  opened  two 
months  ago.  Trout  netting  has  been  in  operatioin 
for  a  month,  and  it  is  hardly  up  to  the  usual 
standard  in  the  numbers  taken.  All  the  rivers  of 
the  lake,  with  the  exception  of  the  lower  Bann, 
are  too  low  for  angling  with  the  fly. 


How  TO  TIE  Trout  and  Graylino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Pishiiig  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject. "—i^ftin^r  Qazettt. 


^ofcs  from  ll&c  ^orf^. 


The  Earl  of  Kintore's  waters,  on  the  Don,  are 
yielding  good  sport  to  a  good  many  of  the  members 
of  the  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association. 

Mr.  M.  Lindsay  had  his  maiden  salmon  on  Satur- 
day (March  31)  on  the  Association's  water  in  a 
beauty  of  141b.  He  had  also  5lb.  of  trout — all  to 
the  blue  and  gold  phantom. 

Mr.  Wm.  Meff,  jun.,  and  others,  including  Parish 
Councillor  Stephen,  had  good  baskets  of  from  21b. 
to  lOlb.  of  trout. 

The  rivers  are  now  in  good  form,  and  sport  well 
assured  right  on  to  the  end  of  the  month. 


On  the  Dee  some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  got 
in  spite  of  the  adverse  weather  conditions.  Mr. 
Meakin,  on  the  Durris  waters,  has  creeled  100  salmon 
since  the  opening  on  Feb.  11. 

The  best  basket  of  finnock  yet  made  on  the  Doe 
tidal  this  season  was  that  of  Qtr.-Master  Sergt. 
Staffart,  who  had  lOlb.  the  other  day. 

By  the  death  of  Mr.  Win.  Garden,  gunmaker, 
the  angling  and  sporting  world  in  the  North  is  all 
the  poorer.  Ho  was  buried  in  Allanvale  Cemetery 
on  April  2.  Special  Scotch. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany aiHiounce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston. 
Broad  Street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the 
day,  from  Monday,  April  9,  to  Monday,  April  l(i, 
inclusive,  so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain 
tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to 
the  starting  of  the  trains,  and  so  avoid  the  crush 
at  the  stations.  Ordinary  and  tourist  tickets,  dated 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers,  can  also  be 
obtained  at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays 
excepted)  at  the  town  receiving  offices  of  the  com- 
pany. Additional  express  trains  will  be  run  and 
special  arrangements  made  in  connection  with  tl  e 
London  and  North-Western  passenger  trains  for 
the  Easter  holidays.  Tourist  tickets,  available  for 
six  calendar  months,  are  issued  daily  to  North, 
South,  and  Central  Wales,  Blackpool,  Morecambe, 
Windermere,  and  other  Seaside  and  Inland  Waterirg 
Places.  Week-end  tickets,  which  are  usually 
issued  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  will  (for  the 
Easter  holidays)  be  issued  also  on  Thursday, 
April  12.  The"  company  have  also  arranged  a  very 
full  programme  of  cheap  excursions  for  the  holidays 
to  Belfast  and  Londonderry,  to  Dublin,  Cork.  Kil- 
larney.  Limerick,  Bray.  Galway,  etc.,  via  Holyhead, 
to  Blackpool,  Carlisle,  English  Lake  District, 
Fleetwood,  Furness  Line  Stations,  Isle  of  Man, 
Lancaster,  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Districts, 
Maryport,  Morecambe,  and  principal  stations  in 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  ;  to  Birkenhead,  Buxton 
District,  Birmingham  District,  Cambrian  Line 
stations,  Chester,  Northampton,  North,  South,  and 
Central  Wales,  and  North  Staffordshire  stations  ; 
also  to  Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dunkeld, 
Elgin,  Inverness,  and  other  stations  in  the  North 
of  Scotland.  There  are  also  special  day  excursions 
from  Euston  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
to  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Coventry,  etc. 
Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  stations  and  also  at 
the  town  offices  and  agencies  of  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  Company. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  !  Paris  by  a 
special  service,  via  Folkestone  and  Calais,  leaving 
Victoria  at  2.50  p.m.  on  April  12,  reaching  Paris 
at  10.55  p.m.  They  will  also  be  issued,  via  Folke- 
stone and  Boulogne',  by  the  service  leaving  Victoria 
at  2.20  p.m.  on  April  11.  13,  and  14,  and  at  10  a.m.. 
on  Thursday,  April  12.  They  will  also  be  issued 
by  the  night  mail  service  leaving  Cannon-street  at 
9.5  p.m.,  each  evening  frcm  April  11  to  14,  inclusive. 
via  Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at 
2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.,  via  Calais, 
any  day  within  fourteen  days.  A  cheap  excursion 
to  Boulogne  will  leave  Victoria  at  2.20  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  14,  and  Sunday,  April  15  :  returning 
at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Easter  Monday.  Cheap 
return  tickets,  available  for  eight  days,  will  be, 
issued  from  Victoria  to  Boulogne  from  April  1 1  to 
If)  inclusive,  available  by  the  10  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m. 
services.  The  Casino  at  Boulogne  will  be  open  from 
April  12  to  17,  inclusive.  Similar  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.5  a.m.  and  9.5  p.m. 
services,  from  Carmon-street,  also  by  the  specia^ 
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ice  leaving  Victoria  at  2.50  p.m.  on  April  12. 
(lood  Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Easter  !AIonday, 
ial  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and 
iis.    Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais, 
logne  and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from 
il  11  to  16,  inclusive,  available  for , eight  days, 
ial  cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amster- 
,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  via 
.'-enboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  April 
11  to  16,  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn 
at  9.42  a.m.      Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to 
Ostend  will  be  issued  from  April  11  to  16  inclusive, 
i  During  the  holidays  the  Continental  services  will 
I  rim  as  usual,  with  the  exception  that  services  will 
•  not  be  run  from  and  to  Charing  Cross.    A  special 
)  express  train  (first,  second,  and  third  class)  will 
j  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling 
i  at  Heme  Hill,  on  April  12,  in  connection  with  the 
I  Calais   and   Ostend   night   steamers.    The  home 
arrangements  are  as  follows  : — Return  tickets  to 
I  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill, 
i  Canterbury.  WTiitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
I  Westgate.  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sand- 
wich, Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe, 
[  Hythe,  Sandgate  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on- 
Sea).  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain  trains 
on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  April  12,  13, 
and  14,  available  to  retum  on  April  15,  16,  and  17, 
by  any  train  (mail  and  boat  expresses  excepted). 
'  ■'  i-ap  day  excursions  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
day  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
;ions  to  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville  Gardens), 
Ashford,    Canterbury.     Deal.    Tunbridge  Wells, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  \Miitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birching- 
ton, Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sand- 
gate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.    On  Easter  Monday  a 
special  cheap  day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.  and  London 
Bridge  9.30  a.m.,  and  a  cheap  half-day  excursion 
will  also  be  run  to  \^Tiitstable  and  Herne  Bay, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  11.50  a.m.,  Waterloo  11.53 
a.m.,  London  Bridge  11.58  a.m.,  and  New  Cross 
12.6  p.m.    Cheap  return  tickets  from  London  to  the 
Crystal    Palace    (high    level)    on    Bank  Holiday, 
including  admis.sion.    Full  particulars  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  home  excursions,  extension  of  time 
for   certain  return   tickets,    alterations   in  train 
services,   etc.,   are  given  in  the  special  holiday 
programme  and  bills. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Every  facility  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  Easter 
holidays  is  afforded  by  this  up-to-date  companj', 
whose   excellent   programme    of   excursions  and 
special  arrangements  is  a  further  evidence  of  their 
enterprise  in  anticipating  and  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  the  holiday-maker,  who  has  an  unlimited 
choice  of  the  best  holiday  resorts,  all  of  which  can 
be  reached  in  a  few  hours  from  London,  whilst  the 
exceptionally  cheap  fares  offered  allow  of  con- 
siderable economy  being  effected.     Cheap  peri<3d 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  Waterloo  Station  by  fast 
excursion  trains,  leaving  at  convenient  times,  to 
Bournemouth    (the    English    Riviera),  Swanage, 
^'    ithampton.  Isle  of  Wight,  Portsmouth,  Southsea, 
-bury,    Winchester,    Brockenhurst    (for  New 
I    Mst),  Portland,  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  Lyme 
Regis,    Sidmouth,    Budleigh    Salterton,  Seaton, 
Exmouth,    Exeter,    Tavistock,    and  Okehampton 
(for  Dartmoor),  Plymouth,  Launceston,  Camelford, 
B'lde,  Padstow,  Bodmin,  Newquay,  Bideford  (for 
Westward  Ho),  Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Barnstaple, 
Burnham,  Bath,  Cheltenham,  etc.   For  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  pas.sengers  holding  ordinary 
and  cheap  week-end  tickets,  the  princ'ipal  express 
trfiins  from  Waterloo  will  mn  in  two  or  three  divi- 
sions on  the  few  days  preceding  the  holiday,  these 
trains  being  formed  of  modern  corridor  carriages, 
1 1  luncheon  and  dining-cars.  The  cheap  week-end 
'  ts   will   be   issued    on   the   Thursday  before 
1.  -ter  as  well  as  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday, 
available  to  return  any  day  to  following  Tuesday 
iriflusive.     Special  fast  "  five-shilling  "  day  excur- 
-  will  run  to  Bournemouth  on  Good  Friday, 
fer  Sunday  and  Monday  ;  also  a  "  six-shilling  " 
if-ss  day  trip  to  Weymouth,  etc.,  on  Easter 
'lav,  giving  an  eight  hours'  stay  at  the  Naples 
i.ngland.  For  those  who  propose  spending  Easter 
on  the  Continent,  the  Company  ha.s  made  ample 
arrangements.    Fourteen-day  excursion  tickets  will 
be  issued  to   Paris,  and  to  the  French  Coast  for 
Normandy,  Brittany,  etc.,  the  sea  passage  from 
^     f  Hampton  being  abo\it  five  hours,  in  the  Com- 
3  luxuriously-fitted  vessels.     Similar  tickets 
>  he  issued  to  the  Channel  Islands.    Tickets  in 
advance  at  the  Company's  West  Knd.  City,  and 
other  London  offices.   Full  particulars  of  the  special 
arrangements  and  excursions  for  the  Easter  holi- 
days, inf:luding  late  trains  to  the  West  of  England, 
VVeymouth,  Bournemouth,  etc.,  are  given  in  pro- 

frarnmes  to  Ije  obtained  at  any  of  the  company's 
.ondon  offices  and  stations  ;  or  from  Mr.  Henry 
Holme*,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Waterloo 
Station,  S.E. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  are  offering 
admirable  and  ample  facilities  to  those  desirous 
of  spending  Eastertide  at  places  reached  by  their 
picturesque  and  comfortable  route.  Excursions  are 
announced  from  London  (Marylebone),  suburban 
stations,  Woolwich  and  Greenwich,  to  all  the  prin- 
cipal towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  North-East  and  North-West 
Coast  watering-places,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  On 
Wednesday,  April  11,  sixteen-day  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Ireland.  Special  fast  trains  will  leave 
lyiarylebone  at  convenient  times  for  all  parts  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  and  at  midnight  an  additional 
express  will  be  run  from  Marylebone  and  Harrow  to 
the  Midlands,  Yorkshire,  and  Lancashire.  The 
information  has  been  comprehensively  and  con- 
cisely tabulated  in  an  A  B  C  programme,  showing 
all  particulars  at  a  glance.  Copies  can  be  obtained, 
free,  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any  of  the  com- 
pany's suburban  stations,  town  offices,  or  agencies. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  "  Great  "  Great  Western  Railway  announce 
that  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  the  Cornish 
Riviera,  Dev-on,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel  Islands, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South  Wales,  Ire- 
land, the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Shrop- 
shire, Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.  On  Good  Friday 
a  day-trip  excursion  train  will  be  run  to  Theale, 
Newbury,  Hungerford,  Marlborough,  Savernake, 
Pewsey,  Woodborough,  Devizes,  Kemble.  Ciren-, 
cester,  Brimscombe,  Stroud,  Gloucester,  Chelten- 
ham, and  other  stations.  On  Saturday  an 
excursion  train  will  run  to  Bridgend,  Swansea, 
Carmarthen,  New  Milford,  and  other  stations 
in  South  Wales,  Cirencester,  BrimscombC; 
Stonehouse,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Momnouth, 
Hereford,  Newnham,  Lydney,  etc.  On  Easter 
Monday  an  excursion  to  Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Oxford,  Banbury,  etc. 
Also  on  Easter  Monday  an  express  non-stop  ex- 
cursion (with  period  bookings)  will  be  run  to  Weston- 
super-Mare  from  Paddington  at  8.20  a.m.  For  any 
further  information,  application  should  be  made  at 
any  of  the  company's  offices  or  agencies  or  to  Mr. 
W.  A.  Hart,  Divisional  Superintendent,  Paddington 
Station,  W. 

BRIGHTON  AND   SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 

A  special  fourteen-day  excursion  to  Dieppe, 
Rouen  and  Paris  will  be  mn  via  the  Newhaven- 
Dieppe  Royal  Mail  route,  through  the  charming 
scenery  of  Normandy  and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine. 
TJie  tickets  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  April  12,  by 
the  morning  express  service  and  by  special  afternoon 
service,  also  by  the  express  night  service  on  Wed- 
nesday, Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  evenings, 
April  11,  12,  13,  14.  Special  cheap  retum  tickets 
to  Dieppe  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  '  Friday, 
Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday,  April  12  to  Ifi, 
available  for  return  on  any  day  up  to  and 
including  the  following  Tuesday.  At  Dieppe  the 
Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holidays.  On  Good 
Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Monday,  trains  at  day 
excursion  fares  will  be  run  from  London  to  Brighton, 
Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst,  Pulborough,  Little- 
hampton.  Bognor,  Portsmouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
Lewes,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Seaford,  Eastbourne, 
Bexhill,  St.  Leonards.  Hastings,  etc.  Extra  trains 
will  be  run  from  London,  as  required  by  the  traffic, 
to  the  Crystal  Palace,  grand  sacred  concert  on  Good 
Friday,  and  the  special  holiday  entertainments  on 
Easter  Monday,  Tuesday  and  following  days, 
returning  in  the  evening  at  frequent  intervals. 
Special  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  from  London  to  Portsmouth,  Hayling  Island, 
Southsea  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Easter  Tues- 
day cheap  day  trips  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Brighton,  Hove  and  Worthing.  The  Brighton 
Company  announce  that  their  West  End  offices, 
28,  Regent-street,  Piccadilly,  and  the  City  office 
will  remain  open  until  10  p.m.  on  the  evenings  of 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday,  for  the  sale 
of  the  special,  cheap,  and  ordinary  tickets  to  all 
parts  of  the  line,  and  to  the  Continent,  at  the  same 
fares  as  charged  at  London  Bridge  and  Victoria. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Excursions  on  Tuesday,  April  10,  to  Londonderry, 
via  Hfjysham,  by  direct  steamer,  returning  within 
sixteen  days  as  per  sailing  bill.  Wednesday,  April  1 1. 
to  Dublin,  Cork,  Killarney,  etc.,  via  Heysham  and 
via  Liverpool  ;  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  Portrush, 
etc.,  via  Heysham,  via  Barrow  and  via  Liverpool, 
and  via  Stranraer  and  Lame,  available  for  returning 
any  week-day  within  sixteen  days.  Thursday, 
April  12,  to  Londonderry  via  Liverpool,  by  direct 
steamer,  returning  within  sixteen  days  as  per  sailing 
bill  ;  to  Nottingham,  Birmingham,  Derbv,  Man- 
chester, Blackburn,  Oldham,  Liverpool,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Scarborough,  Barrow,  and  the  Furness  and 
Lake  District,  etc.,  returning  the  following  Monday, 


Tuesday,  or  Friday  ;  to  Alnwick,  Berwick,  New- 
castle, Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Greenock, 
Perth,  Stirling,  Aberdeen,  Inverness,  Nairn,  Forres, 
Hallator,  etc.,  returning  the  following  Monday  or 
Thursday.  Tickets  will  also  be  issued  by  the  Scotch 
excursion  at  slightly  more  than  the  single  ordinary 
third-class  fare  for  the  double  journey,  available  for 
returning  on  any  day  within  eighteen  days  from  and 
inchiding  date  of  issue.  Thursday  midnight, 
April  12,  to  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Warrington,  Stockport, 
Liverpool,  and  Manchester,  for  four,  five,  or  eight 
days.  Saturday,  April  14,  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, and  Nottingham  for  half,  two,  three,  four, 
six,  seven,  or  eight  days,  and  on  Saturday  night, 
April  14,  to  Leicester,  LoughV)orotigh,  Nottingham, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Liverpool, 
etc.,  for  two,  three,  four,  six,  or  seven  days.  Easter 
Monday,  April  16,  to  Leicester,  Loughborough, 
Nottingham,  and  Sheffield,  for  half,  one,  two,  or  five 
days  ;  to  Birmingham,  for  one,  two,  or  five  days  ; 
and  to  St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  Luton,  Bedford, 
Kettering,  and  Southend  for  the  day.  Extension  of 
Week-end  Tickets. — Cheap  week-end  tickets  will  be 
issued  on  Thursday,  April  12,  as  well  as  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  April  13  and  14,  from  London 
(St.  Pancras)  to  the  principal  seaside  and  inland 
holiday  resorts,  including  the  Peak  District  of 
Derbyshire,  Morecambe.  the  Lake  District,  York- 
shire, the  North-East  Coast,  Scotland,  and  other 
parts,  available  for  retum  on  any  day  up  to  and 
including  Tuesday,  April  17,  except  day  of  issue. 
Cheap  week-end  and  day  excursion  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  to  Southend-on-Sea  during  the  Easter 
Holidays.  Early  Issue  of  Tickets.- — To  prevent 
inconvenience  and  crowding,  the  booking-offices  at 
St.  Pancras  and  Moorgate-street  Stations  will  be 
open  for  the  issue  of  tickets  all  day  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday,  April  11,  12,  and  14,  and 
tickets  to  all  principal  stations  on  the  Midland 
Railway  will  also  be  issued  beforehand  at  any  of 
their  City  booking-offices.  The  tickets  obtained  at 
these  offices  will  be  available  from  St.  Pancras 
Station,  and  will  be  issued  at  the  same  fares  as 
charged  at  that  station,  and  dated  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  passengers. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
Tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Thursday  .Friday,  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea.  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton  by  all  trains 
from  Liverpool-street,  also  from    G.E.  suburban 
stations  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street, 
also  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish 
Town  to  Himstanton,  Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea, 
Lowestoft.  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and  Cromer  (except 
on  Good  Friday).    On  Thursday,  April  12,  excur- 
sions from  Liverpool-street  to  Lincolnshire,  York- 
shire,   Lancashire,    North   Eastern   District,  and 
Scotland.    Cheap  day  trips  to  the  seaside,  etc. — 
Southend-on-Sea   and   back,    2s.    6d.    On  Good 
Friday,  Saturday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street, 
and  all  G.E.  suburban  stations  and  East  London, 
North  London,  and  Tottenham  and  Hampstead 
Lines.    On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Svmday  trains 
will    leave    Liverpool-street   at    9.22,    10.10,  and 
10.38  a.m.,  and  Fenchiu-ch-street  at  9.17,  9.53,  and 
10.20  a.m.    On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool- 
street  at  frequent  intervals  from  7.25  a.m.  and 
Fenchurch-street ■  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,   10.50,  and 
11.20  a.m.    Through  excursion  tickets  are  also 
issued  to  Southend  from  stations  on  Metropolitan 
Railway.    Clacton.  Walton,  and  Harwich.  4s.  3d. 
On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool-street  at  8.20 
a.m..  and  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m.,  also  from  G.E. 
suburban  stations.    Hertford,  2s.   6d.    On  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  at  9.10  a.m.    On  Easter 
Monday  from  Liverpool-street,  sit  9.29,  10.5  a.m., 
and  12.50  p.m.,  also  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m.    Cambridge,  4s.  3d. 
On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  at  9.50  a.m. 
from  Liverpool-street.    Cambridge,  4s.  3d.  ;  Ely, 
5s.  6d.    On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool-street 
at  8.43  and  11.5  a.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  a.m..  Hackney  Downs  at  8.50  a.m. 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft  and  Cromer,  one  day,  5s.  6d.  ; 
three  or  five  days,  8s.  6d.  ;  six  or  eight  days.  lis.  6d. 
On  Easter  Monday  from  St.   Pancras  (Midland 
Station)  6.15  a.m.,  Kentish  Town,  at  6.20  a.m., 
Tottenham  6.44  a.m.    Broxbourne  and  Rye  House, 
Is.  9d.    On  Good  Friday  and  Eagter  Monday  froni 
Li\erpool-street.     Bishop'sgate,     Betlinal  Green, 
Coborn-road,    Hackney    Downs,    Stratford,  etc. 
Epping  Forest,  Chingford,  Loughton.  etc.,  daily 
from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Deptford-  . 
road.   Gospel   Oak,   etc.    On   Easter   3Ionday  a 
special  service  of  trains  will  run  between  Liverpool- 
street.  Fenchurch-street,  and  Chingford  and  Lough- 
ton ;  also  lietween  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 
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THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Brown  'I'ront.  'I'lic 
Gweedore  River  and  Lough  Auure.  Having  this 
year  leased  all  the  lakes  on  Messrs.  Twigge  and 
Peebles,  Estate  with  trout  up  to  4  llis.,  yVnglers 
cau  rely  on  good  round  spoit,  combined  with 
excellent  Hotel  Accommodation,  and  convenii'iit 
to  Fishing  and  Station.— Apply  PROl'RIEiOK, 
The  Hotel,  C'rolly  Bridge,  Co.  Donegal. 


'BosLic*€L  "  Residence 

IN  J'RIVATE  J\iMlLl 

Offered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  Eiver  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  River  and  Moor  ;  near  Buokfast- 
loigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  Mrs. 
Owen,  Merryfield,  Buckfastleigh,  Devon. 

BOARD=RESIDENCE. 

LUDLOW. 

Offered  to  One  or  Two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  the  Temc,  Corvo  and  Oiiy 
Rivers. 

Terms,  2/6  per  rod  per  day. 

Address,  Hubkbt  Watkins,  Auctioneer, 
30,  Corve  Street,  Ludlow,  Salop. 

APARTMENTS  TO  LET 

,\t  Farm  House  (now)  on  the 
BANKS  or   THE  RIVER  DOVEY, 
NORTH  WALES, 

Viz.,  large  Dining  and  Sitting  Rooms, 
three  or  {our  Bedrooms,  Bathroom,  &c. ; 
with  Mixed  Shooting  ;  every  Homo 
Comfort,  and  Attendance. — Apply,  Mr.  J. 
Jones,  Dolfonddu,Ccuimes,  Montgomery, 
Wales. 

TROUT  FISHING. 


A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4^  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manages, 

ICKLEFORD  FiSHEEY,  HiTCHIN. 


WANTED. 


Eig:ht  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing:  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lune :  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises ;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


LOUGH  iVIELVIN. 


Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
LARGE  WOODED    ISLAND,  with 
FURNISHED  COTTAGE,  TO  LET 

yor  about  6  weeks,  from  1st  August.  Four  miles 
post  and  rail.  Use  of  Vioats. — Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Croft,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshannon,  W. 
Donegal. 


TROUT  FISHING 

li  Miles  on  the  Don 

T  O         U  T 

until  the  end  of  June.    Moderate  rent. 
Playfaie,  Aberdeen. 


TWO  RODS 

At  Three  Guiiifas  each  Itoff, 

TO  LET, 

On  about  Two  Miles  of  good  Trout  and 
Grayling  Fishing  on  the  River  Arrow, 
Monkland,  near  Leominster. 
Apply,  ROBERT  M.  DENT, 

Leominster. 


WEYMOUTH 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unetiualleil  for  its  excel- 
lent Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  anU  Sea. 

Abounding-  in  Whiting-,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all _^ock  Fish. 


Particulars  as  to  Pishing  generally 
may  be  obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries, 
Angling  Association,  either 

Mr.  RowEN  Wksthah,  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  RussnLii, 

St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  including 
the  well  knowrj  Obbe  Lochs.  Excellent 
Hotel  Accommodation. — Apply,  Geo.  D. 
Stiblino,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Olasgow. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Within  easy  reach  of  London. 

For  I'articulars  apply,  "F.  H.,"  care 
of  Mr.  J.  Gii.LETT,  40,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


Owner  of  Old -Established  and 

PROSPEROUS  TROUT  FARM 

Will  be  glad  to  hear  from  Gentlemen 
disposed  to  join  Sporting  Syndicate  to 
acquire  and  supply  good  fishing  waters ; 
or  might  sell  Farm. — Sportsman,  121, 
Auckland  Road,  Upper  Norwood. 


HAMBURG  FISH  AGENT 

is  open  to  represent  some  first-class 
reliable  Shippers.  Advertiser  is  well 
introduced  to  the  leading  houses,  and  has 
already  represented  for  several  years 
large  English  Export  Firms.  First-class 
references  given.  Please  address,  "  H.B. 
6615,"  o/o  Rudolf  Mosse,  Hamburg. 


FOR  SALE. 
RE  A  L  BARGAINS. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  WORCESTBR. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtm-es  Complete,  at  EVESHAM. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER. 
F"or  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  .Ia.mes 

Aston.  Accountant,  6.  Millsboro  Road,  Redditch. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
GOOD  FRIDAY,  APRIL  13,  1906, 

AT  SEVEN  O'CLOCK. 

HANDEL'S 

MESSIAH 

The  additional  accompaniments  by  Mozart  will 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given  with 
Handel's  accompaniments  only. 

MRS.  HENRY  J.  WOOO. 
MISS  EMILY  FOX  CROFT. 
MR.  CHARLES  SAUNOERS. 
MR.  WATKIN  MILLS. 

Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  BAlFonR. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  open  at  6  ;  commence  at  7  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d. ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  lis.  6rf. 
to  £3  3s.  Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  6«  ■ 
Unreserved  (rows  6  to  8),  4s.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.  Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Eoyal  Albert  Hall 


SOUTH  EASTERN  &  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 

Easter  Holidays. 

CHEAP  'I'lCKETH  will  he  issued  from  certain 
London  Stations  as  follows  :— 


Destination.  Days 
PARIS  (via  Calais 

or  Boulogne   14 

BOULOGNE    ,"5  1 


RKTDRN  KAKKS. 


(V  i  a 


HKUHSEI,S  (via  Calais 

or  Boulogne) 
B  R  I  HS  ELS 

(Istend) 
AMSTERDAM 
I'llH  HA(illE  ... 
CALAIS  

OSTEND.'.'. 
SHEVENINOEN 


ICl. 

58/4 
21/- 
30/- 
40/- 

48/4 

.•iS/- 

37/1 

32/10 

22/6 

31/« 

28/9 

33/;i 


2  CI.  I  a  CI. 

37/6 


25/- 
30/- 

34/2 

27/3 
25/6 
22/5 

26/6 
20/3 
22/8 


30/0 
12/6 
17/10 
20/- 


18/4 


14/- 
20/6 
13/8 


TICKETS  AVAILABLE  BY  ANY  TRAIN 
(Mail  and  Boat  ExiHesses  excepted)  will  be 
issued  from  LONDON  to  the  nndernientioned 
Stations  on  12th,  13th,  and  14tb  April,  available 
for  return  on  Ibth,  lOtli  and  17th  April. 


Rkturn  Fakks. 

ICL 

2  CI. 

3  CI 

ASM  FOR  I)   

14/- 

!>/- 

7/- 

I'.KXMll.l  

14/- 

9/- 

7/6 

I'.liUAIisrAIHS  

16/- 

.12/- 

8/- 

(  An  iekhi  Rv  

14/- 

10/6 

8/- 

DEAL   

18/6 

14/- 

!>/- 

DOVER   

17/6 

12/6 

!)/- 

FOLKESTONE   

17/6 

12/6 

9/- 

HASTINGS   

14/- 

10/6 

8/- 

HKRNK  BAY   

14/- 

10/- 

V- 

HYTIIE   

17/6 

12/6 

9/- 

MTTLKSTONE   

16/- 

12/- 

»/- 

MARGATE   

1«/- 

12/- 

8/- 

R A MSG ATE   

16/- 

12/- 

8/- 

.ST.  LEONARDS  

14/- 

10/6 

8/- 

SANIKiATE   

17/6 

'  12/6 

9/- 

SANDLING  .JUNCTION 

17/6 

12/6 

9/- 

SANDWICH   

18/6 

14/- 

9/- 

SHORNCLIFFE  

17/6 

12/6 

»/- 

TUNBRIDtiE  WELLS... 

8/6 

5/6 

4/6 

WAL.MER  

18/6 

14/- 

»/- 

WESIGATE       ...  ■  ... 

16/- 

12/- 

8/- 

WIIIT.STABLE   

14/- 

10/6 

8/- 

CHEAP  DAY  E.XCURSIO.VS  on  GOOD 
FRIDAY  and  EASTER  MONDAY  from  the 
Principal  LONDON  STATIONS  to  certain 
COUNTRY  and  SEASIDE  STATIONS. 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  (HIGH  LEVEL)  on 
EASTER  MONDAY.  Cheap  Return  Tickets 
(including  AdmissioiO  will  be  issued  from 
London. 

For  full  particulars  i>i  the  above  Continental 
and  Home  E.xcursions,  Alterations  in  Train 
Services,  Ac,  see  Special  Holiday  Programme 
and  Bills. 

VINCENT  W.  HILL,  General  Manager. 


No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.25  each. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


y/ith  more  or  less  frequency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  Chisel, 
or  Screw  Driver,  and  this  outfit  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  being  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocket 
Book,  4i  X  Si  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carrying 
it  in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  for 
immediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving ;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office,  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile;  on 
the  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  around  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  firmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  in  a  second. 

Sent  post  free  for  nioney  order  for  10s.  to  any 
addressin  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

U.J.  ULERY,9w,  Warren  St.,  New  Yorl<  City 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


Cast  yonr  Eyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
tor  pd.,  J  doz.  for  3s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz,  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Con(plete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE~&  SONS, 

Fisbingr  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
IndemnifyiDg     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  JUedical  Examination  required. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANr,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  conflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  puhlic  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  "in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaraiiteeiug  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occunence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Xitnited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualtt 
Insurance  CoMPANr,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FISHING  TO  BE  LET 


About  Three  Miles  of  Good 

Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing 

On  the  River  Lugg. 

Apply  E.  C.  Rankin,  Estate  Office, 
Shobdon  E.S.O.,  Herefordshire. 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opiniont  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TWENTY-TWO  SALMON  IN  ONE  DAY. 

Deah  Sib, — It  was  a  warm,  unusually  warm, 
clear  day  towards  the  end  of  July.  I  had  killed 
eight  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  forenoon,  and  had  not 
fished  in  the  afternoon,  but  I  went  back  to  the 
jiver  about  8  p.m.,  as  I  wished  to  fish  when  the  sun 
wa??  off  the  water.  The  night  was  extremely  clear, 
with  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  air  (Iceland).  When  I 
got  to  the  water  I  found  from  the  change  of  tem- 
perature that  a  thick  blue  mist  about  two  feet  thick 
and  smooth  a,s  cotton-wool  on  the  surface  had  come 
down  all  over  the  rapids  and  pools  I  wished  to  fish. 
I  said  to  my  gaffer  I  thought  there  was  no  use 
fishing,  as  I  could  neither  see  the  water  nor  the  fish 
if  I  got  any,  and  I  did  not  think  they  would  take 
anything.  He  said  he  thought  it  might  be  worth 
while  to  try  the  worm. 

I  may  say  here  that  I  cast  the  worm  and  work  it 
in  Iceland  in  the  rapids  almost  exactly  as  I  would 
fi-ih  a  salmon  fly.  So  I  put  up  a  worm  cast,  waded 
in,  and  went  to  work.  Xo  one  could  have  fished 
that  water  in  any  safety  who  did  not  know  it  by 
heart,  for  the  mist  was  over  my  knees,  I  could  not 
see  aa  incn  of  water  or  the  rocks,  nor  did  I  see  a 
single  fish  I  hooked  till  after  it  was  gaffed.  To 
make  a  long  story  short,  I  went  home  about 
12.45  a.m.  with  fourteen  salmon  and  grilse,  a  brown 
trout,  2Hb.,  and  a  sea-trout,  4J)b..  making  twenty- 
two  salmon  and  the  two  trout  lor  the  day.  It  was 
most  exciting  work,  as  I  was  in  pretty  heavy  water 
with  bad  rocky  bottom  most  of  the  time,  and  all 
I  could  see  was  the  line  cutting  up  and  down 
through  the  mist.  I  lost  several  fish  through  the 
inability  of  the  gaffer  to  see  them.  Luckily  they 
could  not  see  him,  so  I  got  them  on  pretty  good 
terms,  and  he  grabbed  about  with  the  gaff  in  the 
position  the  disappearing  cast  made  it  probable 
that  the  fish  was  located.  This  is  the  best  single 
rod  day  I  have  had,  but  on  another  river  I  saw  a 
friend  give  it  up  from  sheer  fatigue  after  his  fortieth 
salmon,  all  on  the  fly. 

I  have  a  nice  lodge  and  every  comfort,  but 
cannot  go  out  this  year.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
friends  would  care  for  it.  I  had  over  300  salmon 
list  season ;  it  was  very  dry,  and  we  had  a  bad 
August  run. — Yours  truly,  Mac. 

[What  about  black  flies  and  other  pests  on  so 
many  Iceland  waters  ? — Ed.] 


DONKEY  NUISANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — While  fishing  in  the  Dee  at  Chester 
the  other  day,  1  had  a  very  troublesome  afternoon 
owing  to  the  attentions  of  a  donkey  which  chanced 
to  be  in  the  same  meadow  as  myself.  I  had  barely 
fixed  lip  my  tackle  and  settled  down  to  work 
when  "  Neddy  "  spied  me  out  and  came  to  investi- 
gate matters.  He  was  most  persistent  in  his  self- 
imposed  task,  even  going  so  far  as  to  sample  in 
large  quantities  ray  various  baits,  which  I  had 
carelessly  placed  on  the  bank  behind  me.  I  tried 
in  vain  to  driv-e  him  away.  It  was,  of  course, 
impossible  for  me  to  keep  his  nose  out  of  my  basket 
and  watch  my  float  at  the  same  time,  which 
accounted  for  my  only  landing  one  fish,  whicli  was 
a  beauty  weighing  1  lb. 

Finally  it  got  too  dark  for  mo  to  see  mj'  float, 
and  just  as  I  was  pulling  my  line  out  of  the  water 
to  put  my  things  together,  I  happened  to  turn 
round,  when  I  was  aware  of  the  moke  running 
off  with  my  only  capture,  together  with  the  bag 
containing  it.  I  ran  after  him  to  try  and  save  my 
fish,  but  1  wa,s  too  late,  he  was  eating  it,  hag  and  all, 
OH  he  galloped  along  with  sundry  flourishes  of  his 
hind  legs. — Yours  truly,  Fred.  Holland. 

FLIES   FOR  TEESDALE. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  notice  an  advertisement  in  your 
pages  by  Mrs.  Peirse.  Masterman  Cottage,  Middleton- 
m-Tessdale.  Where  merit  exists  I  know^  you  will 
be  g\aA  U>  assist  fishermen  to  locate  it.  I  was  in 
the  neighbourhood  last  year  (and  hope  to  be  this). 
Late  one  evening  in  June,  the  morrow's  plans 
were  made  for  an  early  (.5  a.m.)  start,  to  a  stream, 
some  seven  miles  up  a  tributary  of  the  Tees.  Pat- 
terns of  special  flies  were  taken  round  to  Mrs, 
Peirse,  when  the  light  would  not  allow  others  to  bo 
dressed  before  morning.  left  at  5  a.m.  without 

our  flies,  but  arranged  to  call  in  the  morning  at  an 
inn  near  our  stream  for  the  flies,  sent  up  by  the 
dale  pony-post,  leaving  Middleton  at  8  a.m.  They 
were  there,  beautifully  dressed,  and  accounted  for 
some  nice  fish,  before  lunch,  in  a  private  lake,  two 
miles  away  in  the  hills.  Promptness  and  readiness 
to  accommodate  me  in  a  hurry  like  this  make  me 
wishful  to  draw  the  attention  of  fellow-fisherme<i 


to  a  local  fly-dresser  of  no  mean  ability.  I  believe 
there  is  no  other  "  dresser  "  within  twelve  miles  of 
Middleton,  and  I  am  certainly  getting  my  season's 
stock  from  Mrs.  Peirse. — Yours  truly, 

A  Grateful  Parson. 

"PIKE  FISHING— FACTS  AND  FANCIES." 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  in  your  paper 
of  March  24,  I  beg  to  inform  your  correspondent — 
"  The  Old  'ITn  " — that  my  statement  about  the 
large  catch  of  pike  in  Slap  ton  Ley  in  1862  was  taken 
word  for  word  from  Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's 
"  Fishing "  (Badminton  Library,  188.5,  Vol.  II., 
page  122),  and  if  "  The  Old  'Un  "  refers  to  that 
well-knovm  book  he  will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  not 
misquoted  the  words  or  figures.  I  did  not  visit 
Slapton  Ley  much  before  1872,  ten  years  later  than 
the  above  catch  was  recorded,  so  I  cannot  say  if 
the  figures  in  the  visitors'  book  M'ere  "  manipu- 
lated "  after  the  entries  were  matle.  No  doubt 
Mr.  Pennell  could  throw  more  light  on  the  matter. 

At  the  time  I  was  at  Slapton  Sands  Hotel,  Mr. 
Vickery  was  the  landlord,  and  old  "  Eli  "  was  my 
boatman.  I  cannot  say  that  I  caught  any  large 
number  of  pike  during  the  fortnight  I  was  there, 
but  still  had  some  very  good  sport — better,  I  expect, 
than  could  be  had  at  present  time.  There  was  a 
close  season  there  then  ;  now  I  see  the  water  is 
open  all  the  year. — Y^ours  truly,         A.  Hobson. 


PLAYING  SALMON— DROPPING  THE 
POINT. 

De.ar  Sir, — I  feel  sure  that  there  are  few  men 
who  can  remember  exactly  what  takes  place  under 
e.xciting  circumstances.  "  Dropping  the  point " 
if  a  fish  is  close  in  must  be  done,  but  if  he  is  out 
from  you  in  a  large  river,  say,  40  to  50  yards,  I 
rather  think  that  what  I  do  is  to  ptdl  as  I  see  him 
leave  the  water.  There  is  always  quite  sufficient 
slack,  and  if  at  this  distance  the  point  is  dropped 
it  might  lead  to  disaster — the  whole  thing  depends 
on  the  distance  you  are  from  the  fish.  In  a 
small  river  one  is  not  often  far  away,  but  in  a 
wide  river,  like  that  part  of  the  Tweed  where  I  fish, 
I  have  had  a  fish  jump  nearly  100  yards  away,  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  "  drop  the  point." — 
Yours  truly,  J.  J.  Hardy. 

LARGE  FISH  LIST. 

Dear  Sir, — On  looking  through  the  list  of  large 
fish  in  the  Fiahinq  Gazette  of  March  24,  1  do  not  see 
one  grayling  mentioried,  nor  do  I  remember  seeing  a 
larger  than  3^1b.  recorded  in  recent  publications. 
In  an  angling  book  dated  1800,  by  Samuel  Taylor, 
gent.,  there  is  recorded  the  capture  (by  the  author) 
of  a  ^b.  grayling,  and  as  the  capture  was  a  great  feat, 
I  venture  to  extract  his  relation  of  it. 

He  writes : — "  Ainusing  myself  one  day  with 
taking  these  small  (gravlings)  but  \-ery  nice  fish, 
with  an  artificial  fly  made  to  a  single  hair,  and  a  fine 
line  tied  to  the  top  of  a  slender  rod,  I  rose  and  hooked 
a  large  fish,  which  at  first  I  took  to, be  a  chub,  but 
soon  fovind  my  mistake  by  his  play.  He  now  began 
to  run  very  hard,  and  I  was  awkwardly  situated 
(for  I  had  risen  him  over  some  willows,  and  had  no 
wheel  to  give  him  line),  which  made  me  fearful  of 
losing  my  fish,  and  part  of  my  line  into  the  bargain  ; 
for  at  the  time  I  was  not  more  than  ten  years  of  age. 
He  next  took  a  turn  down  the  stream,  wliich  enabled 
me  to  extricate  myself  from  the  obstruction  of  the 
willows.  Instantly  afterwards  I  had  a  large  ditch  to 
cross,  which  I  leaped,  keeping  my  fish  in  good  play 
at  the  same  time.  Here  I  had  no  obstruction,  and . 
my  diversion  became  highly  pleasing.  The  contest 
lasted  full  twenty  minutes,  when  he  fairly  gave  it  up, 
and  I,  retreating  with  caution,  gradually  led  him 
towards  the  shore,  till  at  last  I  brought  him  flat  upon 
some  gravel,  where  the  water  did  not  cover  him  (for 
I  had  not  a  landing-net)  ;  then,  laying  down  my  rod, 
I  took  him  with  my  fingers  in  his  gills,  and  carried 
liim  in  triumph  some  distance  from  tlio  wat^r,  before  I 
noticed  what  kind  of  fish  it  was.  My  companion 
(a  youth)  then  exclaimed,  "  It  is  a  salmon."  I 
answered,  No,  it  is  a  grayling "  ;  and  such  it 
proved,  and  perhaps  the  largest  and  finest  grown 
fish  of  the  kind  ever  taken  by  any  means  in  any  river 
in  this  kingdom,  weighing  fully  5lb." 

This  was  near  Shrewsbury,  on  the  Severn.  Mr. 
Taylor  writes  that  from  the  River  Tame  (Teme  ?),  by 
Ludlow,  he  had  taken  with  the  fly  between  nine  and 
ten  dozen  of  trout  and  grayling  in  a  day's  fishing. 
To  this  I  may  add  that,  when  fishing  at  Knightwick, 
near  Worcester,  on  the  same  stream,  in  the  year  1803, 
the  water-bailiff  to  Greswolde  Williams,  Esq.,  told 
me  that  he  caught  there,  in  the  previous  year,  448 
brace  of  grayling  (which  he  sold  at  8d.  per  lb.), 
chiefly  with  a  Blue  Upright,  dressed,  wings,  hedge 
sparrow's  quill  feather ;  hackle,  fibres  of  same  ; 
tail,  three  long  fibres  of  some  feather  of  same  colour  ; 
body,  mottled  grey. — Yours  truly, 

Hitchin.  Bedfobdiensis. 


"RECORD  OF  LARGE  FISH." 

Dear  Sir, — The  Blagdon  catches,  as  shown  in 
tVie  "  Record  f)f  Large  Fish  "  printed  in  the  Fwhing 
Gazette  of  March  24,  are  not  quite  complete.  In 
addition  to  those  given  in  the  list,  the  following 
trout,  weighing  4lb.  and  over,  wore  landed  : — 

April.— \,  41b.  ;  2,  4]lb.  ;  2,  5Ib.  ;  4,  5Jlb.  ; 
1,  6ilb.  ;    1,  fijlb.  ;    1,  71b.  ;    1,  7ilb.  ;    1,  7|lb. 

Maij.~\5,  41b.  ;  7,  4ilb.  ;  I."},  4!Hb.  ;  4,  4Jlb.  ; 
C,  51b.  ;  9,  i)|lb.  ;  6,  S^lb.  ;  5.  ,5|lb.  ;  4,  filb.  ; 
8,  (i}lb.  ;  3,  6ilb.  ;  2,  OJlb.  ;  2,  71b.;  1,  7J,lb.  ; 
1,  7ilb.  ;    1,  7flb.  ;    1,  81b. 

June.— 5,  41b.  ;  2,  4Jlb.  ;  2,  4Jlb.  ;  7.  5lb.  ; 
3,  5j^lb.  ;    2,  o.ilb.  ;    3,  ^Uj.  ;    1,  71b. 

July.— 2,  4jlb.  ;    3,  4pb.  ;    1,  5Jlb. 

August. — 1,  .51b.  ;    1,  5jlb.  I 

,S'cp<em6er.— 1,  4Jlb.  ;    1,  5|lb.  ;    I,  5^1b.  :j 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Donald  Cahr. 

P.S. — The  weights  are  taken  at  the  nearest  |lb. 

AMERICAN  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  correspondence  re  American 
rods  has  interested  me  greatly,  particularly  as  I  am 
an  amateur  rod  maker,  both  in  greenheart  and  split 
cane,  and  not  being  of  robust  build  have  always  had 
in  view  the  maximum  of  lightness  which  is  com- 
patible with  requisite  strength.  The  methods  of 
the  English  makers  of  striving  after  great  strength 
above  everything  else  must  result  in  heavy  rods, 
stuffed  as  they  are  with  steel  centres  and  two 
thicknesses  of  the  heaviest  portions  of  the  biggest 
canes.  In  the  Crystal  Palace  tournament  the  only 
really  light  salmon  rods  were  the  18ft.  used  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  Mills  and  the  whole-cane  used  by  Mr.  Paterson. 
They  weighed  32oz.  and  35^oz.  respectively.  The 
other  rods  ranged  from  43^oz. — the  weight  of  J. 
Enright's  Castleconnell — up  to  J.  J.  Hardy's  split 
cane  of  52oz.  None  of  the  other  split  canes 
weighed  less  than  43oz..  or  lloz.  more  than  the 
Leonard  used  by  E.  J.  Mills.  This  rod  was  of  single- 
built  cane,  and,  of  course,  without  steel  centre. 
In  my  experience,  it  is  an  impossibility  to  make  a 
light  rod  unless  one  uses  suitable  cane,  single-built, 
and  proper  suction  ferrules,  which  I  have  found 
most  difficult  to  get  in  this  country-  The  pro- 
ductions of  nature  are  the  acme  of  lightness  and 
strength,  and  the  stems  of  grasses,  bones,  and 
feathers  all  point  to  the  rod-maker  the  lines  upon 
which  he  must  work  if  he  wishes  to  get  like  results. 
Now  that  you  and  "  Val  Conson  "  have  called  atten- 
tion to  this  matter,  I  hope  our  rod-makers  will  make  a 
step  forward  in  the  direction  indicated. — Yours 
truly,  J.  T.  Davies. 

A   POGGE,    OR   ARMED  BULLHEAD. 

Dear  Sib, — Owing  to  our  geographical  position 
strange  fish  are  often  caught.  There  is  no  one  about 
here  that  makes  a  study  of  fish.  Enclosed  you  will 
find  a  kind  of  bull-fish,  or  as  we  term  them  goggles, 
but  you  will  see  it  has  no  thorn  like  horns  in  its 
head,  and  underneath  it  is  altogether  different. 

Do  you  know  anyone  who  would  care  to  receive 
anything  marine  strange  to  me  ?  If  so,  I  shall 
be  most  pleased  to  send  them  from  time  to  time,  if 
I  think  them  uncommon. — Yours  truly, 

Weymouth.  S.^muel  H.  W.\llis. 

[I  think  the  pogge  sent  is  Agonus  cataphractus, 
not  uncommon  on  our  south-east  coast.  I  feel  sure 
the  British  Sea  Anglers,  to  whom  I  gave  this 
specimen,  as  they  had  not  one  in  their  collection, 
would  be  glad  to  have  interesting  strange  fish, 
if  Mr.  Wallis  would  kindly  send  them,  and  no 
doubt  they  would  chronicle  them  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. — Ed.] 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
rc  fishing  for  salmon  on  the  Teifi  in  the  spring,  I  beg 
to  say  I  landed  a  fresh-run  salmon  of  201b.  on  the 
water  belonging  to  the  Porth  Hotel,  Llandyssil, 
Card,  South  Wales,  on  March  24.  It  was  a  splendid 
fish,  and  in  perfect  condition. — Yours  truly, 

H.  S.  Simmonds. 

THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  31,  it  seems  to  me 
he  has  rushed  into  print  to  basely  insinuate, 
entirely  on  hearsay,  and  I  think  he  would  be  a 
better  sportsman  if  he  had  made  a  few  more 
inquiries  before  doing  so.  People  on  the  Teifi  are 
quite  capable  of  distinguishing  kelts  from  fresh 
fish,  and  nothing  is  known  about  unclean  salmon 
going  to  Bridgend  axid  being  sold  at  Is.  a  pound,  and 
I  believe  this  to  be  a  fabrication.  I  can  give  the 
name  of  the  anglers  that  have  caught  spring  salmon, 
and  state  that  during  the  whole  time  I  have  sent 
reports  to  you  I  defy  anyone  to  prove  that  I  have 
ever  sent  a  single  untruthful  one.  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  playing  the   game  your  correspondent 
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yellows,  brovms,  blues,  and  "white  or  quite 
transparent — and  it  was  seeing  these  altogether 
which  led  me  to  conclude  that  dying  gut  was  a 
great  mistake.  However,  tliere  are  many  whom  it 
is  difficult  to  convince  and  are  imbued  with  that 
idea  tliat  what  they  are  incognisant  of  is  not  worth 
knowing,  so,  for  the  benefit  of  these,  perhaps  a  large 
majority,  I  give  the  recipe  : — First,  for  bluish 
shade. — Put  into  a  soup-plate  a  large  teaspoonful 
of  ground  logwood,  on  to  which  pour  a  pint  of 
boiling  water,  to  which  add  ton  drops  of  liquid 
ammonia  (Fort).  Put  in  the  gut  at  once,  and  have 
ready  half  a  teacupfvil  of  boiling  water,  to  which 
has  been  added  twenty  grain.?  of  sulphate  of  iron 
or  green  copperas  ;  add  this  at  once  to  the  logwood 
bath  in  whicli  the  gut  is,  and  it  will  instantly  turn 
your  gut  to  a  bluish  tint.  The  more  logwood  you 
use,  of  course  the  darker  the  shade.  The  gut  should 
not  be  more  than  a  minute  in  the  dye,  and  it  should 
at  onco  be  put  into  cold  water,  and  left  there  for  a 
few  hours,  to  remove  every  trace  of  the  Bulphate 
of  iron. 

Brown  shades  or  tints  can  be  got  from  an  infusion 
of  logwood  alone,  to  whicih  nothing  must  be  added. 
A  teaspoonful  of  logwood  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water 
gives  a  nice  light  brown,  but  you  must  be  careful 
that  you  do  not  come  in  contact  with  either  alkali 
or  acid  in  any  form  ;  more  logwood  deeper  the 
shade.  The.se  recipes  are  quite  harmless  to  the  gut. 
Tlie  gut  and  casts  one  buys  from  the  usual  dealers 
soon  gets  brittle,  and  the  omission  of  the  cold  water 
bath  after  dying  is  the  sole  cause  of  this.  If  anyone 
will  take  a  hank  of  drawn  gut  or  made-up  gut  ca.?ts, 
dyed  the  usual  slaty  blue,  and  just  touch  their 
tongue  with  it,  they  will  at  once  detect  the  mky  or 
(Sulphate  of  iron  taste. 

I  keep  my  gut  in  glass  tubes,  fitted  with  really 
good  corks  at  both  ends.  The  tubing  can  be  got  at 
any  dealer  in  scientifiq  instruments.  Tube  Jin. 
diameter  will  take  in  a  couple  of  thousand  of  finest 
drawn,  and  yoti  can  got  it  cut  any  length.  I  have 
mine  15in.  and  some  18in.  long,  and  I  cover  them 
with  paper,  put  on  with  seccotine,  which  excludes 
light  and  holds  together  in  case  of  accidental 
breakage.  I  have  gut  which  I  have  kept  in  this 
way  for  thirty  years,  and  it  is  now  as  good  and 
fresh  as  ever. 

I  have  a  recipe  for  preserving  gut,  which  is,  like 
many,  nay,  most,  good  things  simplicity  itself. 
I  use  it,  and  have  done  for  years  ;  it  keeps  the 
gut  soft,  smooth,  and  pliable,  and  it  can  be  knotted 
without  soaking,  and  even  to  old  gut  which  has 
become  brittle  and  useless,  it  imparts  new  life. 
I  am  sorry,  however,  I  cannot  fairly  give  this  as  it 
is  not  my  own.  I  got  it  from  an  old  angler,  something 
of  a  genius,  some  years  ago,  and  if  I  were  not  exactly 
sworn  to  secrecy,  it  was  implied.  Should,  however, 
any  of  your  numerous  readers  care  to  acquire  tlie 
knowledge,  I  daresay  the  matter  could  be  arranged 
by  either  letter  or  advertisement  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  or  perhaps  both. 

I  was  pleased  to  see  your  reference  to  Captain 
Hamilton's  book  and  angling  in  New  Zealand.  I 
think  your  remarks  are  excellent.  I  have  had 
considerable  experience  of  angling  in  New  Zealand, 
and  will,  if  you  would  like  it,  give  you  some  of 
my  reminiscences  of^Maoriland  in  another  letter  at 
an  early  date. — Yours  truly.  Seventy. 


GUT  CAST  CASES. 
Dear  Sir, — A  cast  case  with  parchment  pocketsjj 
seems  the  best  in  which  to  keep  gut,  and  I  find  it  aa| 
improvement  to  lightly  rub  the  parchment  with! 
deer  or  mutton  fat,  just  enough  to  give  the  pareh-'j 
ment  a  slightly  greasy  feeling  ;  this  need  only  bel 
done  onco.    You  will  also  find  if  the  cast  case  ig\ 
kept  in  a  sponge  bag,  tightly  tied,  the  gut  will  not! 
be  readily  affected  by  the  atmosphere.    A  tobacco- 1 
pouch,  with  a  piece  of  damp  flannel,  is  the  most 
"  comfortable  "  form  of  cast  damper.    Why  carry 
a  hard  box  in  one's  pocket  ? — Yours  truly, 

G.  R.  P.  J 

COARSE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Mansfield  "  writes  to  me  I  wi  1 
send  him  particulars  about  the  best  time  to  fish 
Lough  Corrib  for  pike,  also  as  to  bait  and  tackle, 
lodgings,  etc. — Yours  truly,         Thos.  Murphy. 

Kilbeg,  Headford,  co.  Galway. 


SENDING  TROUT  FROM  BAVARIA  TO 
ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  pack  trout  and  send  from 
Bavaria  to  England  without  any  fear  of  going  off  ? 
When  I  was  at  liad  Boll  fish  used  to  be  sent  thence 
to  England — I  fancy  very  closely  done  up  in  damp 
moss.  Any  hints  would  be  most  welcome. — Yours 
truly,  Ronald  F.  G.  Johnson. 


BLAGDON  ■  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  Fishing  Onzvtte 
of  March  24.  I  notice  a  letter  signed  "  W.  E.  B." 

I  know  Blagdon  Lake  well,  and  fished  there 
many  times  last  year,  and  had  excellent  sport.  I 
fisiied  a  good  deal  from  the  bank,  and  always 
caught  fish. 

In  reply  to  "  W.  E.  B.'s  "  auestions  : 

1.  The  chances  of  getting  fisn  are  all  that  can  b© 
desired. 

2.  The  inshore  water  was  not  weedy  in  May 
last  year. 

'  3.  The  greater  part  of  the  water  within  20  yards 
of  the  shore  is  not  shallow,  except  for  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  lake. 

I  knew  the  ground  before  the'  Bristol  Waterworks 
Co.  formed  the  lake,  and  I  live  within  twelve  miles 
of  the  water,  hence  my  knowledge  of  the  locality. 

I  was  at  Blagdon  on  March  28,  and  found  the  lake 
overflowing  at  the  tumbling  weir,  and  the  water 
was  in  fine  condition.  The  prospects  for  this 
season  are  splendid.  The  season  is  forward  ;  I  saw 
swallows  on  the  water. — Yours  truly, 

R.  BOWRING. 

TROUT  FISHING  AT  FORT  AUGUSTUS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  readers  say  if  free  or 
nominally  free  trout  fishing  is  procurable  at  Fort 
Augustus,  either  in  the  River  Oich  or  TarfE  ?  Are 
there  any  hill  burns  near  worth  fishing  ? — Yours 
truly,  E.  P. 


LOUGH  SHEELIN. 


attributes  to  me,  and  for  his  information  may  say 
my  many  friends  can  bear  this  out,  and  every  fish 
1  have  reported  has  been  a  clean  fish. — Yours  truly, 
  Vic. 

THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  corresj-on- 
dent's  remarks  re  the  above,  and  particularly  "  Vic's'" 
reports,  I  think  if  he  had  made  a  few  inquiries  from 
some  reliable  source,  instead  of  writing  such  a  letter 
on  mere  hearsay,  it  would  have  been  much  more 
sportsmanlike.  I  have  known  "  Vic  "  for  many 
years,  and  have  fished  this  river  for  the  last  four, 
and  from  rpy  knowledge  of  both  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  1  am  perfectly  certain  that  "  Vic  " 
would  not  send  a  false  report  or  lend  his  hand  to 
such  a  dishonoxirable  action  as  your  corresptmdont 
attributes  to  him.  I  am  sorry  for  your  corre- 
spondent, who,  I  suppose,  belongs  to  a  class  that 
are  ijiover  so  happy  as  when  they  are  having  a  dig 
at  someone,  but  he  certainly  has  overshot  his  bow 
this  time,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  receive 
other  letters  which  will  bear  out  what  I  say,  that 
''  Vic  "  would  be  the  last  to  resort  to  such  a  mean 
and  contemptible  course  as  your  correspondent  gives 
him  credit  for. 

I  hope,  therefore,  like  a  good  sportsman,  when 
he  finds  he  has  made  an  error,  he  will  have  the 
grace  to  withdraw  it. — Yours  truly, 

Worcestershire. 

[Certainly,  I  hope,  as  I  have  said  in  an  "  Occasional 
Note,"  also  that  oxir  correspondent  who  questioned 
the  sport  on  the  Teifi  will  do  the  proper  thing  if 
he  wrote  hastily  ;  T  presumed,  of  course,  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  facts. — Ed.] 

DRESSING  FOR  SEA  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — "  One  New  to  Sea  Fishing,"  in  your 
issue  of  March  31,  will  .find  coal-tar  and  paraffin  a 
better  dressing  than  tar  and  turpentine  for  sea  lines. 
The  proportions  are  three  to  one  respectively. 

The  line  should  be  soaked  in  the  mixture  for  not 
less  than  one  hour,  wrung,  stretched  out  in  the  open 
(irrespective  of  weather)  to  dry  for  three  or  four 
days,  then  rubbed  smooth  with  an  old  linen  duster, 
and  left  until  fit  for  use — say,  three  weeks  in  mode- 
rately fine  weather. 

I  do  not  think  tar  a  good  dressing  for  either  flax 
or  hemp  fishing  lines,  and  a  "  barked  "  line  tarred 
seenis  to  rot  immediately.  A  twisted  cotton  line 
treated  with  pure  coal-tar,  liquefied  by  heat,  stands 
easily  first  for  sea-work — at  least,  that  is  my  ex- 
perience. Such  a  line  never  kinks,  absorb.5  no 
water,  and  consequently  does  not  cling,  is  pleasantly 
stiff,  inexpensive,  and  very  durable. — Yours  truly, 
Chas.  E.  Widdowson. 


COAL-TAR  DRESSING  FOR  SEA  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  One  New  to 
Sea  Angling,"  should  get  an  earthen  pot,  such  as 
is  used  by  house  painters,  and  pvit  enough  coal-tar 
to  cover  the  line  in  it.  Then  place  the  pot  on  the 
hot  plate  of  a  kitchen  range  (to  avoid  flame),  and 
heat  it  till  quite  fluid.  Then  thin  it  with  turpsntine, 
stirring  well  till  of  the  thickness  of  new  milk. 
When  thoroughly  mixed,  put  the  line  in  for  ten 
minutes.  Then  follow  the  directions  given  in  the 
"Sea  Fisherman"  as  to  rubbing  down,  etc.  If 
properly  done,  it  will  last  the  line  out.  The  lines 
should  be  washed  in  fresh  water,  and  stretched  out 
to  dry  after  being  used  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
season,  rubbed  down  with  a  canvas  rubber. 

The  Malays  at  Singapore  and  the  East  India 
islands  always  dress  their  lines  with  animal  blood. 
They  are  cotton,  and  are  kept  coiled  in  a  basket — 
never  on  a  winder,  as  they  are  very  stiff.  When 
out  there  I  used  them  myself,  and  found  them 
excellent. — Yours  truly,  R.  N. 

[Much  obliged.  Does  "  R.  N."  know  any  sub- 
stance which  is  of  a  strong  string  or  cord-like  nature 
which  will  stand  immersion  in  sea  water  for  twelve 
or  eighteen  months  ?  I  want  to  find  some  sub- 
stance for  marking  samlets — metal  does  not  answer. 
—Ed.] 

THE  PRESERVATION  AND  DYING  OF  GUT 

Dear  Sir, — There  has  been  much  correspondence 
on  this  subject,  but  I  think  with  regard  to  dying 
gut  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  tip — that  it  is  best  left  alone — 
is  the  most  valuable  bit  of  advice  on  the  subject. 
When  I  was  a  young  man  I  remember  how  perturbed 
my  brothers,  bofh  keen  and  ardent  anglers,  and 
myself  were  to  got  a  stain  for  gut  to  come  near  the 
colour  of  the  waters  in  our  streams,  one  of  which 
always  had  a  bluish  tint  and  the  other  a  mossy  tint, 
but  on  going  to  visit  some  friends  at  some  distance 
from  ray  home,  on  the  first  Sunday  morning,  I  had, 
of  course,  to  accompany  my  hostess  and  daughter 
to  0,  church  famous  for  its  stained  glass  windows, 
and.  I  am  afraid  I  was  more  impressed  with  these 
thari  by  the  prosily  read  . sermon.  -There  were,  of 
course,  the  many  colours — purples,  reds,  orange, 


PRESERVATION  OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
letters  which  have  been  appearing  lately  in  your 
excellent  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  meant  to  have 
given  you  my  own  experience,  but  in  your  last  issue 
I  find  I  am  to  some  extent  anticipated  by  Sir 
Francis  Ley,  Bart.,  for  he  advocates  the  use  of 
green  oiled  silk  for  carrying  gut,  a  material  I  have 
used  with  much  satisfaction  for  many  years.  I 
fully  endorse  every  word  that  gentleman  writes 
on  this  subject.  There  is  another  wrinkle  for  pre- 
serving gut  which  I  have  practised  with  good  result, 
after  consulting  two  friends  of  mine — one  an  analyst 
and  the  other  a  chemist.  I  asked  them  what  sort 
of  oil  or  composition  gut  could  be  steeped  in  so  as 
to  retain  its  vitality,  and  both  of  them  agteed  that 
the  nearest  thing  they  could  think  of  was  cod  liver 
oil.  Well,  I  got  a  bottla  of  the  best,  and  nearly 
filled  a  wide-mouthed  pickle-jar  with  it,  into  which 
I  put  the  gut,  the  various  sorts  tied  separately, 
with  loose  end  of  string  hanging  out  of  neck  to  pull 
out  when  wanted.  To  keep  out  the  light,  I  covered 
the  bottle  with  thick  brown  paper  and  put  away  in 
a  dark  corner.  I  found  I  could  take  new  gut  out 
of  the  oil,  simply  squeezing  it  nearly  dry,  and  by 
wrapping  it  in  a  piece  of  green  oiled  silk,  carry  it 
about  for  a  year  or  more,  the  coating  of  oil  keeping 
the  stuff  in  perfect  order. 

I  believe  in  going  fishing  with  the  fewest  posible 
impedimenta,  and  in  the  lightest  marching  order. 
No  tin  boxes  and  no  bulky  pocket-books.  Oiled 
silk  answers  many  purposes  admirably.— Yours 
truly,  Keith.;  . 

P.S. — The  gut  can  be  left  in  the  oil  ad  lib. 


Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  constant  reader  of  your 
valuable  journal,  and  was  much  interested  in  your 
note  and  Mr.  Radclif^'s  letter  re  the  wonderful 
take  of  Lough  Sheelin  trout  many  years  ago. 

I  contemplate  visiting  tViis  lake  early  in  July,  and 
would  be  greatly  obliged  if  some  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  information  as  to — (1)  where  suitable 
quarters  are  to  be  obtained ;  (2)  are  trout  to  be 
got  spinning  on  minnow  or  spoon  ?  (3)  is  there  any 
fly-fishing  on  the  lake  worth  while  ?  (4)  how  does 
the  lake  in  recent  years  contrast  with  the  Westmsath 
Lakes — for  example.  Lough  Ennel  ;  (5)  is  pike  (spin- 
ning) and  perch  fishing  good  on  the  lake  in  July  ?  (6) 
what  is  about  the  average  weight  of  the  trout  usually 
taken  now  ? — Yours  truly,  J.  C. 

Dublin. 

CHAMOIS  LEATHER  AS  A  GUT 
PRESERVATIVE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  most  extensive  premises  for 
the  supply  of  all  classes  of  sports,  I  may  say,  some 
of  my  customers  keep  their  gut  in  pure  rubber 
pockets  and  protected  from  grinding  by  a  tin  cover. 
This  way  kept,  I  have  known  gut  keep  in  good 
condition  for  years.  T  may  say,  as  a  rubber  expert, 
that  pure  rubber  sheet  is  free  frorn  any  deleterious 
matter.  Hero  is  a  tip  ho  w  to  improve  gut  that  has  gone 
hard — warm  new  milk :  put  in  gut,  and  leave  till 
cold,  you  will  be  agreeably  surprised  to  find  your 
casts  freshly  nourished,  beautifully  soft  and  pliable. 
— Yours  truly,  Henry  A.  MurtoN;" 

Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Newcastle-ori-Tyne. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE, 


Sea-Trout  and  Sea-Char  Fishing  and  Game 
Shooting  in  Norway. 

Mb.  a.  Venables  Kybke  kindly  sends  me  a  copy 
of  a  letter  he  has  received  from  Herr  Landmark, 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  Norway,  and 
suggests  I  may  hke  to  insert  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.    I  am  glad  to  do  so  ;  here  it  is  : — 

"  Christiania,  March  31. 

"  My  DEAR  Sir, — A  few  miles  east  of  Sandnessjoen 
(north  of  Vefsen)  there  is  a  little  river,  Leirelven, 
that  empties  into  the  top  of  the  Leirfjorden.  he 
river  is  shown  on  the  Topografisk  Kart  over  Norge 
1.16  (Donna)  and  1.17  (Ranen).  It  runs  through 
a  lake,  Storvandet  (length  7  km.),  ca.  4  km.  distant 
from  the  fjord.  The  river  regularly  holds  a  fair 
number  of  sea-trout,  and  more  especially  sea-char, 
and  is  probably  occasionally  visited  by  a  stray 
salmon.  Fish  enter  into  the  lake,  and  will  perhaps 
ascend  a  short  distance  in  the  river  above. 

"  The  proprietors  want  to  let  the  river  (including 
the  Storvandet  and  another  smaller  lake)  for  sport 
fishing  for  a  aum  of  225  kr.  annually  for  the 
first  five  years.  For  the  first  year  the  shooting  on 
the  farms  to  which  the  river  belongs  will  probably 
be  given  as  appendix  without  any  extra  payment. 
They  tell  me  that  willow  grou.se,  black  game,  and 
hares  are  plentiful  there.  The  river  being  late,  the 
fishing  and  the  shooting  can  conveniently  be 
combined. 

"  The  lessee  could  stay  at  Sommerset,  a  farm  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  but  he  would  have  to  bring 
some  furniture  and  provisions  with  him. 

"  I  daresay  you  will  kindly  make  the  above 
known  to  those  who  might  want  a  little  sea-trout 
river  and  some  shooting,  but  want  to  pay  only  a 
trifle.  And  someone  might  appreciate  the  very 
good  opportunity  that  this  river  affords  for  studying 
the  migrations  and  some  other  features  from  the 
life  of  the  sea-char,  a  fish  the  biology  of  which  is 
till  now  but  too  little  known. — With  kind  regards, 
yours  very  truly,  "A.  Landmark. 

"  P.S.— I  forgot  to  say  that  intending  le,s.see3 
should  apply  to  Hr.  Johan  Brodtkorb,  Thjotto,  who 
i»  one  of  the  river  proprietors." 


Mr.  Kyrke  adds  : — 

"  I  think  that  anyone  who  wants  a  good  deal  of 
varied  sport  for  a  very  little  money  might  do  worse 
than  try  Leirelven.  I  know  a  good  deal  about  the 
place,  as  I  thought  of  j taking  it  myself  a' couple  of 
years  ago,  but  I  had  another  river  to  develop  on 
my  hands.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  any  particulars 
that  I  can.  The  scenery  of  that  part  of  Norway 
is  very  fine,  and  I  am  told  there  is  wonderful  sea- 
fishing." 

Herr  S.  Jaffe. 

On  another  page  I  give  a  portrait  of  Herr  S. 
Jaffe,  who  is  one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most, 
successfid  scientific  pisciculturists  of  the  day.  To 
all  parts  of  the  world  the  fish-breeding  establish- 
ment of  which  he  is  the  director  sends  fish,  and  he 
has  imported  many  kinds  of  fish  from  America. 
Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  need  not  be  reminded 
how  often  Herr  Jaffe  has  sent  us  useful  information, 
and  his  articles  on  fish  and  egg  carriers,  how  to 
pack  for  long  voyages,  etc.,  in  our  present  and  last 
issue,  Avill  be  found  most  useful.  Those  who  want 
a  new  strain  of  fine,  fast-growing  sporting  jario 
should  make  a  note  of  Herr  Jaffe's  address — 
namely,  Sandfort,  Osnabriick,  Hanover. 

The  New  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
His  Honour  Judge  Gwynne-James,  who  has  taken 
such  great  interest  in  its  affairs,  was  unanimously 
elected  President  for  the  year. 

A  Sporting  Expedition  along  the  Dalmatian  Coast. 

Mr.  Emerich  Protiwinsky,  whose  address  is 
XVIII.,  Vienna,  will  send  particulars  of  a  sporting 
expedition  along  the  Dalmatian  Coast  to  any 
sportsman  with  rod  or  gtqi  who  would  like  to  join 
the  party.  Here  are  a  few  particulars  from  Ihe 
circular  : — 

"  The  tour  will  be  interrupted,  so  far  as  this  is 
admissible,  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
gramme, at  all  remarkable  places  of  the  coast,  so 
that  the  guests  might  have  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  all  the  sights  of  the  country. 

"  The  arrangement  of  the  sea  fishing  is  accom- 
plished by  experts  only,  and  promises  the  guests, 
considering  the  choice  material  of  boats  and 
employes,  a  novel  and  extremely  interesting  pleasure. 
All  kinds  of  fishing  which  is  usual  in  the  Adriatic 
Sea  will  be  practised,  and  numerous  opportunities 
of  angling  and  harpooning  at  day  and  night  are 
sure  to  offer  themselves. 

"  The  following  species  of  fish,  etc.,  are  to  be 
expected  from  our  sporting  excursion : — Bass, 
yellow  bream,  mackerel,  tunny,  bonito,  mullet, 
goby,  anchovy,  sardine,  turbot,  plaice,  sole,  eel, 
shark,  ray,  squid.  Moreover,  oysters,  common 
mussel,  boat-shell.  Finally,  crawfish,  lobster  and 
spring  lobster,  spider-crab,  crab.  In  the  brooks  and 
rivers,  brook  and  salmon  trout  and  crawfish. 

"  The  management  of  the  shootings  is  also  in 
the  hands  of  trustworthy  home-born  experts,  and 
trained,  reliable  guides  are  placed  at  anybody's 
command. 

"  There  will  be  shot  all  species  of  water-fowl  and 
wading-birds,  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  great 
abundance  here  and  there ;  also  a  great  many  snipes, 
thousands  of  ducks,  geese,  swans,  jelicans,  cor- 
morants, herons,  mountain-fowl,  jack-snipes,  quails, 
eagles  and  falcons.  Interesting  shootings  of  jackals, 
otters,  foxes,  etc.,  will  be  performed. 

"  The  expenses  for  participation  are  2000  kroner 
per  person,  half  of  which  is  to  be  paid  on  registering, 
the  second  half  on  embarking." 

Interesting  shootings  and  fishings  are  to  be 
expected — I  should  think  so  ! 

Stories  by  the  Author  of  "  Forays  with  Salmon." 

The  Rev.  James  Conway  Walter  sends  mo  the 
following  stories:  — 

"  By  way  of  setting  a  thief  to  catch  a  thief,  we 
employ  as  water-bailiff  the  son  of  an  old  poacher, 
a  grand  angler,  who  was  formerly  an  ally  of  my 
own.  He  once  in  confidence  told  me  the  following : 
— 'I'd  a  bit  o'  fun  yesterday  morning,  sir;  went 
to  St  .  .  .  Park,  fished  the  stream  (running  through 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  ot  The 
Finhino  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of ' '  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. " 
By  H.  0.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  tubiect."— Fishing  Gazette. 


the  park),  sir ;  caught  three  brace  of  good  trout, 
sir;  took  'em  up  to  the  hall,  sir;  and  sold  them 
to  the  Squire  for  his  breakfast,  sir.'  The  Squire 
bought  his  own  fish,  caught  under  his  own  nose, 
while  he  was  napping.  That  stream  some  years 
ago  was  expanded  into  a  lake,  and  the  lake  was 
stocked  with  fish  from  the  moat  then  encircling  my 
house,  which  is  a  sort  of  old  '  moated  grange,'  on 
which  I  had  a  boat,  and  first  imbibed  a  taste  for 
fishing. 

"  The  above  story  is  '  capped '  by  the  following, 
though  not  a  fishing  story : — A  Squire,  of  broad 
acres,  stands  on  the  platform  at  a  railway  station ; 
a  labourer,  one  of  his  tenants,  comes  in,  carrying  a 
sack,  well  filled.  Squire  accosts  him:  'Well,  John, 
how  have  potatoes  turned  out  ? '  '  Uncommon 
well,  sir,'  says  John,  touching  his  hat  awkwardly  ; 
'  we've  so  many,  the  missus  would  hae  me  take 
some  to  market  to  sell,  and  buy  clothes  for  the 
bairns.'  '  What  kind  are  they  7  '  asks  the  Squire. 
'Perlifics,'  says  John.  Train  comes  up;  Squire 
jumps  into  his  first-class.  A  mate  comes  up,  and 
helps  John  and  his  sack  into  a  third.  '  That's  a 
rum  'un  ! '  he  says  to  his  mate,  with  a  broad  grin 
of  satisfaction.  His  sack  was  truly  full  of  '  Pro- 
lifics,'  for  (as  many  an  Australian  squatter  knows, 
to  his  cost)  they  were  rabbits,  trapped  in  the 
Squire's  woods." 

A  "Blue  Upright"  from  America. 

Mr.  Theo.  F.  Tracy  writes  on  March  29  :— 
"Many  thanks  for  your  letter  and  the  Blue 
Upright  tied  by  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  whose 
notes  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  have  read 
with  much  interest.  The  barbies?  hook  is  very 
ingenious — it  looks  as  if  it  should  hook  and  hold 
all  right,  and  the  fly  is  well  tied,  as  you  say.  The 
hackle  and  body  are  just  the  right  shade,  and 
although  it  comes  from  America,  it  is  a  much 
better  dressing  of  the  good  old  Blue  Upright  than 
I  have  seen  supplied  by  some  of  our  tackle  dealers. 

"  I  recei  ved  the  fly  yesterday,  but  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  give  it  a  trial,  being  in  the  midst  of  a 
very  busy  week  at  the  fishery.  I  have  not  fished 
yet  this  season,  except  for  an  odd  hour  on  two 
occasions ;  but  I  hope  to  get  an  afternoon  off  on 
Saturday  to  give  the  fly  a  good  trial,  and  will 
report  to  you  again  as  to  its  hooking  and  holding 
qualities.'J 

Kingfisher  on  a  Rod — Stretching  Gut  with  Weight 
is  Bad— Reel  Fittings. 

A  correspondent  writes  :  — 

"  Some  time  ago  there  was  mention  made  of 
a  kingfisher  alighting  on  the  rod.  It  has  twice 
happened  to  me :  once  in  Warwickshire  and  once 
here. 

"  I  found  some  years  ago  that  if  a  weight  were 
used  to  straighten  gut,  it  should  not  be  suspended 
for  long,  or  it  ruins  the  gut.  I  prefer  to  soak  and 
pin  it  out — just  straight — no  more,  no  strain. 

"  I  once  tried  to  straighten  strained  greenheart 
tops,  by  wrapping  round  with  damped  flannel,  and 
suspending  a  weight.  Am  perfectly  certain  that 
I  ruined  the  fibre  of  the  wood.  They  both  smashed 
as  soon  as  put  Into  use.  As  with  gun,  golf  club,  or 
cricket  bat,  balance  in  a  rod  is  of  equal  importance 
to  the  actual  weight.  I  think  a  reel-holder  that 
would  allow  the  reel  to  be  fixed  1,  2,  3,  or  4ln.  from 
the  butt  would  be  a  great  boon.  The  same  reel 
might  then  be  made  to  serve  for  several  trout-rods, 
which  is  not  the  case  now  if  one  wishes  to  have  the 
balance  perfect." 

Although,  personally,  I  have  not  found  that 
stretching  gut  after  it  has  been  soaked  by  hanging 
a  weight  to  it  has  injured  either  trout  or  salmon 
casts,  I  quite  admit  it  might  do  harm,  and  that  the 
weight  should  not  be  more  than  just  sufficient  for 
the  purpose.  My  correspondent's  plan  of  stretching 
between  two  pins  is  quite  as  good,  and  perhaps 
better. 


The  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association. 

Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  of  Waltondale,  Newport, 
Isle  of  Wight,  writes  to  say  that  there  are  a  few 
vacancies  in  the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association 
at  £10  10s.  per  rod  per  annum,  with  no  entrance 
fee,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season 
with  both  brown  and  rainbow  trout.  Three 
members  only  have  been  out  during  the  opening 
week,  and  have  enjoyed  fair  sport,  considering  the 
cold  winds,  grassing  twenty-one  brace,  Mr.  Went- 
worth  Falconer  topping  the  score  with  seven  brace 
one  day.  R.  B.  Mae.ston. 
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PKEPAEING  AND  PACKING  FISH 
EGGS  AND  FISH. 
By  Herb  jArrfi. 


The  experimental  stage  of  packing  fish  eggs  and 
sending  them  for  even  very  long  distances  has  long 
been  passed,  and  certain  recognised  principles 
being  now  established,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed 
to  give  some  simple  illustrations  which  may  stand 
in  good  need  when  trout  ova  have  to  be  handled 
for  transplanting  to  far  distant  countries.  To  start 
from  short  distance  journeys,  the  safest  way  of 
carrying  ova  for  distances  not  exceeding  twelve 
hours  ia  by  pouring  them  from  the  grilles  (after 
the  eye  stage  has  been  reached)  into  zinc  or  tin 
cans.   These  cans  are  made  much  after  the  pattern 


the  perforated  lid  to  prevent  the  fry  from  being 
much  hurt.  Sagging  being  very  injurious  to  fry, 
the  can  ought  to  stand  on  a  good  thick  layer  of 
hay  inside  the  basket :  in  hot  weather  a  wet  cloth 
(or  apron)  ought  to  be  loosely  fixed  all  over  the 
can,  which  will  greatly  help  to  keep  temperature 
low. 

Larger  fish  (than  fry)  are  best  carried  in  oval 
wooden  casks,  but  the  heavy  English  railway 
freight  making  the  shipment  of  live  trout  in 
these  casks  nearly  prohibitive,  I  shall  only  refer 
to  them  shortly.  Weight  of  cask  empty,  Icwt.,  full 
(two-thirds),  2Jcwt.,  fit  to  travel  500  yearlings, 
average  size,  or  100  two-year-old  trout  of,  say, 
4oz.  each,  for  up  to  twenty-two  hours  by  railroad 
to  deliver  them  alive;  the  casks  are  closed  by  a 
simple  funnel  lid,  as  shown  in  illustration,  and  being 


stream,  the  main  point  being  to  give  the  trout  a 
couple  of  inches  freeboard  under  the  box  lid, 
which  must  never  quite  touch  the  water.  Trout 
for  shipping  remain  in  these  floating  boxes  for 
twenty- four  hours,  and  are  then  transferred  to  the 
smaller  shipping  boxes,  which  take  as  much  as  one 
cask  will  safely  carry  for  one  journey  (181b.  to 
241b.,  according  to  distance).  Both  are  shown  in 
Fig.  2,  whilst  we  give  another  view  of  the  large 
floating  box  in  Fig.  3. 

The  large  boxes  not  only  serve  the  purpose  of 
preparing  and  sorting  fish  for  shipment,  but  are 
very  useful  in  season  for  serving  as  floating 
nurseries  for  fry.  Their  use  does  away  with  all 
fixed  cement  or  concrete  tanks  for  fry.  When 
anchored  in  a  good  stream  they  will  rear  from 
10,000  to  15,000  fry  each  from  the  alevin  stage  to 


The  folloioiag  is  a  facsimile  of  a  notice  which  Hen  Juffe 
sends  out  with  the  consignments. 

Note  to  H.  M.  Customs: 
Very  fragile! 
Do  not  hammer! 
Use  screws  only! 
Replace  as  found! 

(The  slightest  concussion  will  kill 
the  ova) 


Note  to  customers: 
Please  return  this  slip  immediately 
after  box  has  been  unpacked 
stating  number  of  dead  eggs 
&  whether  inside  seal  v;as 
found  intact. 


ova  despatched:  3///. 
ova  arrived  dead 


seal  not  broken. 


Herr  S.  Jaffe 


S.  JAFF^:  SANDFORT  OSNABROCK. 


of  what  is  known  as  the  "  Perfection  "  carrier;  they 
are  filled  with  water  to  two-thirds  of  their 
capacity,  and  will  carry  40,000  ova  quite  safely. 
A  useful  size  (40,000  ova)  wUl  take  ten  to  eleven 
imperial  gallons  when  quite  filled  with  water,  and 
will  weigh  under  Icwt.  when  prepared  for  the 
journey,  whilst  it  can  b3  easily  and  cheaply 
returned  by  parcels  post  empty  (weight  under  101b.), 
and  be  used  for  at  least  ten  journeys.  The  cost^ 
wicker  basket  included,  will  not  exceed  5s.  It 
will  be  found  useful  not  to  add  ice  even  in  very 
hot  weather  when  shipping  ova  in  water,  and  to 
put  a  wisp  of  clean  straw  on  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  to  prevent  water  from  splashing  too  much. 
A  representation  of  this  can  is  given  in  Fig.  1. 

The  same  can  is  exceedingly  useful  for  carrying 
fry,  and  will  take  5000  young  fry  for  a  journey  of,  sav, 
six  hours  ;  no  icing  ought  to  be  allowed  when 
are  carried,  and  a  piece  of  cheese  cloth  put  under 


oval  in  shape  are  self-aerating  as  long  as  the  rail- 
way car  keeps  moving.  They  are  quite  ideal 
carriers,  as  the  fish  can  lie  closely  packed  on  the 
nearly  flat  bottom,  and  there  are  no  projections  to 
damage  them.  I  never  put  ice  into  the  travelling 
water,  but  the  casks  are  thoroughly  cooled  by  icing 
twelve  hours  before  the  journey  begins,  and  then 
rinsed  with  water  before  filling. 

The  secret  of  travelling  trout  well  for  long 
journeys  (about  ten  tons  of  trout  from  4oz.  to  6lb. 
weight  are  annually  handled  here  in  these  casks) 
is  to  prepare  them  well  and  early  for  the  journey. 
No  fixed  engines  are  required  towards  this  end ;  for 
large  quantities  of  trout  to  be  handled  at  one  time 
(say  2cwt.  to  4cwt.),  big  wooden  boxes,  with 
perforated  zinc  sides  but  wooden  bottoms,  are 
required  (two  yards  long,  one  yard  wide,  half  a 
yard  deep).  2cwt.  to  4cwt.  of  trout  are  placed  into 
each  of  these  boxes,  which  are  moored  in  a  strong 


six  months  of  age  on  artificial  food.  Of  course, 
protect  them  from  all  enemies,  and  make  them 
ready  for  the  earth  ponds,  say  by  June.  They  are 
amongst  the  most  useful  adjuncts  of  a  fishery. 
Floating  boxes  must  be  exceedingly  carefully 
made  as  to  joinering.  No.  9  zinc  (perforation  9) 
will  do  for  all  purposes ;  they  require  thoroughly 
drying  and  revarnishing  after  every  season's  work. 

When  eyed  eggs  have  to  be  shipped  for  longer 
journeys,  say  from  Ireland  to  England,  or  from 
England  to  the  Continent,  small  calico-bottomed 
trays  will  be  found  the  cheapest  and  safest  way 
of  carrying  ova.  Each  tray  is  made  to  take 
1000  ova,  and  up  to  twenty  of  these  trays  are 
bundled  together,  and  moss  trays  put  at  bottom 
and  top.  I  very  reluctantly  use  ice  for  travelling 
ova,  but  as  they  must  be  kept  moist,  particularly 
on  long  journeys,  I  put  ice  mixed  with  sphagnum 
on  top  tray  where  journeys  of  over  thirty-six 
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Fig.  2. 


Fig.  4. 

Showing  Colonial  Egg  Box  and  Colonial  Ego  Tray 
^ON  Top  and  Shobt  Joxteney  Trays  at  Bottom. 

hours  are  in  question.  For  short  journeys  it  is  safer  to  use  very  wet  sphagnum 
moss  only  in  top  tray  and  isolate  the  bundle  by  wet  felt  packing  {see  Fig.  4). 

For  longer  journeys  a  much  more  thorough  packing  is  required.  The  small 
egg  trays  are  supplemented  by  a  second  top  tray,  which  is  covered  with 
Madras  muslin  and  filled  with  quits  fresh  bits  of  sphagnum  moss.  Considerably 
larger  ice  trays  are  required,  and  a  more  thorough  isolation  of  the  trays.  An 
illustration  of  an  empty  packing  case  for  colonial  shipment  is  shown  in  Fig.  5. 
All  woodwork  of  this  packing  case  is  treated  with  hard  paraffin,  which  is 
carefully  melted  down  and  poured  out  over  the  planed  wood.  This  will  give 
perfect  security  from  the  fungus  fixing  on  the  wood,  and  consequently  on 
the  eggs. 

To  facilitate  examination  of  trays  during  journey,  a  cloth  is  slipped  under 
each  heap  of  trays,  and  the  ice  box  then  fixed  on  top.  Wet  sphagnum  moss 
is  carefully  rammed  down  round  the  inner  box  a  day  before  packing  the  ova. 

Colonial  egg  boxes  are  best  carried  in  the  cooling  chamber  (not  the 
refrigerating  chamber)  of  the  steamer,  a  temperature  just  under  freezing  point 
being  required  to  travel  them  well.  With  due  precautious,  no  great  risk 
attaches  now  to  shipping  ova  on  board  steamer  for,  say,  up  to  sixty  days — 
300,000  trout  ova  were  sent  to  Chili  up  to  the  Government's  fishery  station 
at  Rio  Blanco  in  colonial  boxes  in  1905.  A  journey  of  ten  hours  by  rail, 
forty-five  days'  steaming  round  Cape  Horn,  and  another  four  days'  delay 
at  custom-house  and  railway  on  the  other  side,  accounting  for  23,000  ova 
dead  out  of  300,000. 
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'SEVENTY  YEAES'  FISHING."* 


"  My  first  trout  was  killed  about  seventy  years 
ago,  and  never  having  lost  my  love  of  the  sport, 
I  have  ever  since  fished  for  salmon,  trout,  and 
occasionally  for  grayling,  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered.  Experience  has  certainly  not  been  wanting 
in  my  case  ;  whether  the  inferences  drawn  from  that 
experience  are  sound,  it  must  be  for  others  to  decide. 

"  Should  the  following  pages  be  of  use  to  those 
of  a  younger  generation,  or  of  interest  to  sportsmen 
of  more  mature  years,  the  writer  of  them  will  be 
amply  repaid." 

The  author  of  these  reminiscences  is  fully  justified, 
I  think,  in  supposing  that  they  will  prove  both 
interesting  and  useful.  He  Avrites  very  pleasantly, 
and  the  contrasts  he  is  able  to  show,  the  pictures  of 
the  sport  as  it  was  fifty  or  more  years  ago  and  as  it 
is  to-day,  add  greatly  to  the  charm  of  his  work  for 
the  angling  enthusiast. 

The  Hampshire  Avon. 

In  his  preliminary  chapter,  speaking  of  the 
Hampshire  Avon — a  river  he  has  fished  for  many 
years  and'  knows  well — he  says :  "  The  total 
number  of  salmon  killed  yearly  by  net  and  rod 
during  the  period  between  1800  and  1870  might  be 
reckoned  at  700  or  800,  in  some  years  more.  The 
evidence  taken  by  the  Royal  Commission  of  1902 
shows  a  woeful  decrease  ;  indeed,  the  liver 
seems  to  be  pretty  well  fished  out.  One  of  the 
upper  proprietors,  who  had  killed  as  many  as 
sixty-four  fish  in  a  season,  states  that  in  1902  he 
could  not  even  catch  a  kelt." 

This  upper  proprietor  gave  as  one  reason  for  the 
falling-off  of  the  Avon  as  a  salmon  river  the  want 
of  proper  fish-passes. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Harrington's  explanation 
of  the  falling-off  is  the  correct  one.  He  points  out 
that  the  obstructions  are  the  same  as  when  there 
was  a  good  supply  of  salmon,  and  that  it  is  the 
netting  of  practically  the  whole  of  the  late  run  of 
fish  which  has  done  the  mischief.  The  only  chance 
to  save  many  of  our  salmon  rivers  is  to  extend  the 
close  time  for  nets  for  at  least  three  year.s,  and 
restrict  the  rod  fishing  to  the  early  part  of  the 
season.  On  too  many  of  our  rivers  the  nets  as  well 
as  anglers  kill  fish  which  are  within  a  week  or  two 
of  spawning. 

A  Sharp  Lad  with  the  Landing-net. 

There  are  many  interesting  fishing  anecdotes  i 
this  book.  Here  is  one  which  every  angler  who  has 
suffered,  as  most  of  us  have,  from  the  stupidity  of 
the  boy  with  the  landing-net :  "  Once  on  the  Itchen, 
I  should  certainly  have  lost  a  good  trout  that  had 
been  hooked  whilst  wading  close  to  a  willow  bush 
(our  author  was  wading,  not  the  fish!),  which 
prevented  my  getting  readily  ashore,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  presence  of  mind  of  my  attendant, 
who,  when  he  saw  the  rod  bend,  ran  up  stream  to 
where  a  post  was  in  the  water  close  to  the  bank. 
The  fish  also  made  for  the  post,  but  the  lad  was 
there  fkst,  and  as  it  swam  round,  the  fine  checking 
it  for  an  instant,  it  was  whipped  out  with  the 
landing-net.    Upon  asking  what  made  the  lad 

think  of  running  up  to  the  spot,  he  said,  '  Mr.  

lost  a  fish  round  that  postie  two  years  ago,  and  I 
allowed  as  this  one  knew  his  way  there  too.'  " 

Risks  op  Losing  Fish  should  be  boldly 
taken. 

Like  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  Mr.  Barrington  does 
not  believe  in  not  trying  for  a  fish  because  it  is  in  a 
position  which  bristles  with  difficulties  : 

"  One  of  the  most  deadly  shots  is  achieved  by 
casting  on  to  the  opposite  bank,  or  even  on  to  a 
dock-leaf,  and,  by  a  gentle  shake,  causing  the  fly 
to  fall  in  front  of  a  feeding  trout.  I  have  seen  the 
late  Mr.  C.  V.  Bayley,  who  was  for  long  a  member 
of  the  Leintwardine  Club,  perform  this  feat  when 
fishing  in  my  company  at  Chenies  many  years  since. 
To  do  this  it  is  necessary  to  check  the  motion  of 
the  rod  as  the  casting  line  falls.  Even  in  skilful 
hands  the  attempt  is  apt  to  lead  to  the  loss  of  the 
fly  or  cast.  Nevertheless,  risks  of  the  sort  should 
be  boldly  taken,  on  the  principle  of  'Nothing 
venture,  nothing  have.'  " 

Strike  from  the  Reel. 
In  the  early  eighties  I  advocated  in  the  Fishing 
Oazeite  striking  from  the  reel.    It  had  never  pre- 

m*  "  Seventy  Years'  J^ishing."  Bv  Chttrles  George 
liarnngton,  C.B.  With  a  frontispiece.  London: 
Smitli,  Elder  and  Co. 


viously,  I  think,  been  advocated  by  an  angling 
writer,  though  doubtless  often  practised.  For 
instance,  Mr.  Barrington  says  the  best  way  to  avoid 
breaking  a  cast  and  losing  your  fly  in  a  fish  through 
striking  the  least  bit  too  hard  is  "  to  use  a  free- 
running  reel  and  keep  your  fingers  off  the  line.  I 
avoid  the  use  of  the  wrist,  and,  by  lifting  the  fore- 
arm gently,  fix  the  hook  by  a  pull  rather  than  by  a 
stroke.  When  this  mode  of  proceeding  is  habitual, 
the  line,  running  casilj',  will  probably  save  a  smash, 
even  though  the  lift  be  given  with  more  force  than 
necessary."  He  adds  quite  justly,  "it  does  not 
follow  that  in  the  case  of  experienced  anglers  who 
may  be  gifted  with  a  delicate  sense  of  touch,  it  is 
to  be  preferred  to  a  gentle  turn  of  the  wist." 
One  great  advantage  of  striking  from  the  reel  is 
that  if  you  get  hung  up  behind  there  is  much 
less  chance  of  smashing  a  cast  or  possibly  a  top 
joint.  On  my  trout  reel  I  prefer  a  noiseless  check 
which  I  can  adjust  to  the  strength  of  the  cast  I  am 
using.    In  salmon  fishing  I  prefer  a  musical  reel. 

Mr.  Barrington  has  much  advice  to  give  as  regards 
the  best  course  to  adopt  in  all  the  varied  circum- 
stances in  which  the  angler  finds  himself,  as  well  as 
regards  rods,  flies,  tackle,  etc.  He  writes  from 
long  experience,  and  advocates  what  he  has  found 
best. 

An  Anecdote  about  John  Bright. 

"  As  an  example  of  the  importance  of  working 
the  salmon  fly  with  due  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
water,  the  following  illustration  may  be  mentioned  : 
Mr.  John  Bright,  the  well-known  Cfibinet  Minister, 
was  desirous  of  fishing  part  of  the  Floors  Water 
on  Tweed.  He  was  accordingly  taken  charge  of 
by  the  head  fisherman,  and  proceeded  to  the  lower 
beat  inside  the  park.  He  fished  all  day  and  killed 
nothing.  It  was  doubtless  an  unpleasant  ex- 
perience to  him,  and  a  surprise  to  the  other  guests 
at  the  castle,  as  there  were  plenty  of  fish  and  the 
water  was  in  order  ;  moreover,  one  of  the  )  arty 
had  got  eight  fish  below  the  town  of  Kelso,  on  a 
beat  which  was  certainly  not  equal  ta  the  '  Lower 
Water '  at  Floors. 

"  I  had  the  good  fortune,  thanks  to  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  to  be  sent  to  the 
piece  of  water  upon  which  the  great  man  had 
been  at  work  the  next  day,  and  was  rowed  by 
the  same  fisherman.  I  inquired  of  him  how  it 
was  that  my  predecessor  had  failed.  Could  he 
not  reach  the  fish  ?  '  He  cast  fairly  enough,'  said 
the  man,  '  but  he  had  not  the  right  method  of 
"  working  the  hook."  '  Upon  my  remarking  that 
perhaps  he  had  not  explained  this,  he  said  plainly 
enough,  '  Hoot,  John  Bright  is  one  of  they  folk 
that  will  not  be  telled.'  " 

This  may  not  be  quite  fair  to  John  Bright  ;  we 
Southrons  cannot  always  understand  a  hint  given 
in  the  local  language  of  Tay  or  Tweed  or  Spey. 
Personally,  I  am  always  grateful  for  advice,  and  if 
I  do  not  understand  it  I  say,  "  Just  take  the  rod 
and  show  me  what  you  mean."  On  many  occasions 
I  have  not  only  benefited  by  this,  but  also  saved 
my  friendly  fisherman  from  supposing  that  I 
thought  I  knew  too  much  to  take  his  advice.  I 
shall  never  forget,  after  playing  a  salmon  for 
twenty  minutes,  perhaps,  and  until  it  was  within 
a  foot  of  the  gaff,  seeing  ray  fly  jump  out  of  the  water 
over  my  head  and  a  geat  fish  roll  over  into  the 
stream  and  disappear,  and  then  hearing  the  gillie 
say,  "  I  thocht  ye  were  too  hard  on  him,  sir."  I 
said  I  wished  he  had  spoken  a  wee  bit  sooner  !  Of 
course,  he  would  never  have  spoken  at  aU  if  that  fly 
had  "  hung  on." 

On  whatever  subject  he  writes  about — and  there 
is  none  connected  with  fly-fishing  which  he  does 
not — Mr.  Barrington  has  something  to  say  which 
is  worth  reading.  He  is  a  very  fair  writer,  and  does 
not  put  up  your  back  fin  by  dipping  his  pen  in 
prejudice,  as  some  narrow-minded  angling  writers 
do.  He  does  not  consider  prawning  as  anathema, 
although  he  prefers  fly-fishing.  He  knows  that 
wet-fly  fishing  is  as  useful  as  dry-fly  fishing,  and 
may  be  quite  as  scientific.  In  my  opinion,  if  the 
weight  of  the  basket  may  be  considered  as  a  fair 
criterion,  nothing  has  ever  been  written  more 
"  scientific  "  than  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  "  Wet-Fly 
Fishing,"  and  I  doubt  if  there  was  ever  a  more 
practical  or  successful  fly-fisher.  Stewart  fished 
when  fishers  were  few  and  fish  plentiful,  and  with 
him  a  day's  fishing  meant  daybreak  to  dark. 

I  like  this  book,  and  I  think  that  salmon,  sea- 
trout,  and  grayling  anglers  will  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  one  of  the  best  we  have  had  for  a  long  time, 
and  will  thank  Mr.  Barrington  for  it  heartily. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


THE  FIEST  GEILSE  OF  THE 
SEASON. 


On  Wednesday,  April  4,  the  first  grilse  of  the 
season  was  got  near  Montrose  in  the  nets  of  Mr. 
Johnston,  at  the  mouth  of  the  South  Esk.  On 
April  5  the  second  was  got  some  dozen  miles  farther 
north  on  the  Kincardine  coast  at  Muchalls,  a  salmon 
fishing  station  eight  miles  south  of  the  Dee.  The 
first  grilse  weighed  2.ilb.,  and  was  evidently  a  native 
of  the  North  Esk,  which  it  no  doubt  was  making  for 
when  it  was  caught  in  the  meshes  of  Mr.  Johnston's 
net,  and  the  adolescent  aalar  was  only  IJlb.,  and  was 
no  doubt  looking  up  the  entrance  of  the  Dee  or 
Don — probably  the  former.  These  first  fruits  of 
the  maiden  salmon  are  early,  by  about  a  fortnight 
at  least,  and  although  they  do  not  break  any  record 
in  this  respect,  yet  it  is  usually  about  April  18 
before  many  grilse  even  of  the  lightest  weight 
make  much  appearance,  although  a  straggler  now 
and  again  happens  to  crop  up,  as  evidently  thes(^ 
have  done,  to  carry  off  first  honours,  and  announce! 
the  near  approach  of  aijother  interesting  event  in 
the  annual  turn  of  the  wheel  of  the  life  history  of 
the  salmon  and  salmon  angler.  It  may  be  that  the 
shoals  are  nearing  the  coast,  of  which  these  stragglers 
form  the  vanguard,  and  as  a  rule  this  is  usually  a 
sign  of  an  early  season.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  marks 
an  interesting  feature  of  the  advance  of  the  season. 
Of  course,  it  may  be  July  before  the  grilse  are  met 
with  in  anything  like  numbers  by  anglers,  and  as 
the  salmon  season  is  not  more  than  half  done, 
salmon  anglers  may  meet  them,  and  will  have  to 
trim  their  gear  accordingly.  Hitherto,  most  of  the 
sport  has  been  to  the  heavier  spring  lures,  but  now 
flies  of  the  lesser  sorts  and  more  fancy  patterns 
will  be  called  into  requisition,  and  instead  of 
No.  4-0,  5-0,  and  6  0  Jock  Scotts,  Gordons,  Eagles, 
and  Akroyds,  irons  of  half  these  sizes,  and  even 
less,  will  be  most  in  demand.  'J'he  larger  phantoms, 
Devons,  and  gudgeon,  so  much  in  vogue  with  the  early 
spinner,  will  seldom  now  be  seen  except  in  extreme 
floods,  but  during  the  past  spring  weeks  these  and 
the  very  largest  patterns  of  flies  have  been  most 
en  evidence  where  sport  has  been  of  the  best.  On  the 
Spey,  Lord  Berkeley  Paget's  party  have  had  a  fairly 
good  season,  and  now  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  and  his  daughter  are  at  Gordon  Castle  for 
their  spring  season.  The  Dee  has  been  well  fished 
all  along  its  course,  and  when  the  Prince  of  Wales 
arrives  the  Balmoral  reaches  will  afford  him  the 
best  chance  of  sport  it  has  done  for  a  dozen  or  more 
years  back.  The  officials  there  are  expecting  an 
early  visit  from  the  Royal  angler. 

The  brown  trout  season  is  now  in  full  swing. 
Such  an  abnormal  rise  of  fly  has  not  been  seen  for 
a  dozen  years  or  more,  and  the  sight  of  feeding  fish 
on  the  Don  on  April  7  and  8  was  something  to 
make  one  stand  perfectly  amazed  and  almost 
stupefied.  There  were  record  baskets  made  on  the 
former  day  and  again  on  Monday,  the  March  Brown, 
Hare's  Lug,  and  Greenwell's  Glory  accounting  for 
most  of  the  fish. 

The  rush  of  anglers  into  the  North  beats  all  past 
seasons.  They  could  not  have  come  at  a  more 
opportune  time,  and  those  who  came  earlier  have 
had  to  stand  idly  by.  But  now  they  are  at  it,  and 
forgetting  their  past  disappointments  in  the  good 
cheer  that  is  now  to  be  had.  More  genial  weather 
could  not  be  desired,  and  those  who  wish  to  taste 
the  glories  of  early  trout  angling  should  not  lose  a 
day  now  in  turning  up  while  the  fish  are  still  greedy 
on  the  fly.    G.  M. 

STOCKING  THE  TALLA 
EESEEVOIE  WITH  TEOUT. 


There  has  just  been  put  into  the  new  Talla 
Reservoir,  at  the  instance  of  the  Water  Trustees,  a 
stock  of  Loch  Leven  and  rainbow  trout,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  in  the  near  future  provide  excellent 
sport  for  anglers.  The  trout  were  purchased  from 
the  Howietoun  Hatchery,  and  consisted  of  2500 
Loch  Leven  yearlings,  1000  Loch  Leven  two-year- 
old  trout,  and  1500  rainbow  yearlings.  IVeasurer 
Brown  and  Councillor  Forrest  saw  the  consignment 
of  young  fish  put  into  the  loch,  and  were  able  to 
report  to  their  colleagues  afterwards  that  out  of  the 
whole  number  that  were  sent  there  were  only  two 
deaths.  The  right  of  fishing  in  the  reservoir  is 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Water  Trustees,  and  it 
is  proposed,  it  is  understood,  to  control  the  fishing 
both  on  the  loch  and  in  the  Gameshope  Burn. — 
Scotsman. 
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WEIGHTS  OF  SALMON  FOR  INCHES  OF  LENGTH. 

By  E.  Sturdy, 


So  many  inquiries  have  reached  us  for  copies  of 
Mr.  Sturdy's  tables  for  salmon,  that  the  numbers 
in  ■which  they  appeared  have  become  exhausted. 
I  am,  therefore,  reprinting  them  with  such  extracts 
from  the  earlier  articles  as  explain  the  system, 
and  with  such  variations  as  a  more  accurate 
method  of  taking  the  length  has  made  necessary. 
I  hope  also  to  give  the  tables  for  trout  again  when 
Mr.  Sturdy  can  find  time  to  revise  his  remarks 
thereon.— Ed.  F.G. 

It  has  long  been  a  dream  of  mine  to  find  a  system 
by  the  use  of  which  the  weight  of  salmon  might  be 
judged  very  closely  from  their  length  ;  the  one 
dimension  of  fish  that  can  be  taken  accurately  and 
easily.  To  achieve  this  two  things  were  necessary 
— to  establish  a  uniform  method  of  measuring,  and 
to  construct  a  table  based  on  the  proportions  of  a 
well-conditioned  average  fish.  It  is  obvious  that 
no  system  would  furnish  figures  to  suit  fish  of  diffe- 
rent shapes,  so  it  was  imperative  to  base  the  table 
on  an  assumed  standard,  and  leave  the  angler  to 
estimate  how  much  over  or  under  the  average  the 
fish  looked. 

Having  found  that  a  well-conditioned  fish,  36in. 
long,  weighed  201b.,  I  took  these  even  numbers  for 
a  standard,  they  being  easy  to  remember  and  to 
base  calculations  upon.  Measurements  more  cor- 
rectly taken  than  by  my  earlier  clumsy  plan  have 
revealed  an  advantage  this  standard  has,  which  I 
was  slow  to  realise.  It  is  that  the  variations  from 
it  are  about  equal,  they  being  rarely,  if  ever,  more 
than  15  per  cent,  over  or  under  it. 

At  first  sight,  a  system  requiring  an  adjustment 
varying  from  15  per  cent,  over  to  15  per  cent,  under 


from  the  snout  down  the  median  line  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  bight  of  the  tail  fin,  ignoring  the  ■points  of 
the  fork,  which  add  nothing  to  the  weight. 

Not  without  making  some  false  starts,  the  method 
of  taking  this  length  I  have  adopted  is  the  following, 
it  being  accurate,  speedy,  pleasant  to  use,  and 
requiring  no  other  implement.  On  the  top  of  a  low 
fence  or  wall  is  run  a  horizontal  wooden  rail  some 
6in.  wide,  right  angled  to  an  upright  post  or  wall. 
The  rail  at  each  foot  is  scored  right  across  its  width. 
Cuts  of  Sin.  across  mark  the  half-feet,  and  of  l^in 
the  quarter-feet.  The  scoring  of  these  two  last 
should  not  extend  to  either  edge,  but  be  kept  to  the 
middle.  Between  every  pair  of  these  cuts  two  holes, 
the  size  of  a  split  tare,  are  made  to  denote  the  inches. 
There  being  no  need  for  figures  on  the  rail,  none  are 
used.  No  one  is  likely  to  take  the  two-feet  cut  for 
that  of  the  three. 

The  fish  is  laid  on  the  rail,  its  snout  against  the 
upright,  and  should  lie  there  till  the  length  is  taken 
and  verified.  Lifting  up  the  tail,  etc.,  which  every- 
one seems  prone  to  do,  is  confusing  and  needless,  it 
being  easy  to  count  back  from  the  next  cut  beyond. 
For  example,  one  sees,  or  feels  if  it  is  too  dark  to  see, 
that  the  end  of  the  middle  of  the  tail  reaches,  say, 
the  second  point  inside  the  through  cut  which 
marks  two  feet  ;  the  length,  then,  2in.  short  of 
2ft.  is  22in.  The  pavement  and  wall  of  a  building 
can  be  used  in  the  absence  of  rail  and  post ;  in  fact, 
it  was  ■with  them  I  began,  but  found  so  many 
inconveniences  in  stooping,  in  the  cuts  becoming 
choked  with  mud  and  dust,  and  in  the  feet  of  on- 
lookers getting  in  my  way  when  making  out  the 
marks,  that  I  adopted  the  about  three-feet-high 


extreme  variation  on  a  201b 
31b.,  and  the  possible  error  in 
be  more  than  half  that — say. 

Weights  of  Salmon  for 
in.  II).      I  in. 

30    11-574  43 

31    12-770  44 

32    14-046  45 

33    15-404  46 

34    16-848  47 

35    18-379  48 

36    20  49 

37    21-713  50 

38    23-522  51 

39    25-428  52 

4;0    27-435  53 

41    2i-644  54 

42    31-759  55 


fish  lies  all  inside  of 
judgment  can  scarcely 
,  lilb. 

Inches  of  Length. 

lb. 

  34-082  • 

  36-516 

  .39-063  i 

  41-725  ' 

  44-506  j 

  47-407 

  .50-432 

  53  .584 

  56-864 

  60-274 

  63-819 

  67-500 

  71-320 


A  DAY'S  GROUND- 
FISHING. 


[From   the  revised    edition   of   "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WlLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  246.) 

"  We  are  going  to  have  another  day  at  Billings- 
gate," was  the  greeting  of  a  friend  as  I  sauntered 
one  morning  do-vvn  the  ruddy  cliffs  impending  o'er 
the  pebbly  beach  at  Budleigh  Salterton,  on  which 
the  wavelets,  impelled  by  a  light  southerly  breeze, 
were  gently  breaking,  the  precursors  of  a  lop,  or 
more  agitated  state  of  things,  which  followed  later 
in  the  day. 
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Ra/l  for  taking  length  of  fish 


would  appear  of  small  value,  but  in  practice  the 
knowledge  how  much  the  fish  would  weigh  if  it 
were  in  average  condition  is  a  marvellous  help,  and 
should  safeguard  even  a  novice  from  the  excessively 
wide  guesses  we  have  all  made  when  estimating  the 
weight  of  a  fish  much  larger  or  smaller  than  those 
to  which  we  had  become  accustomed. 

In  my  experience,  no  angler,  or  gillie,  or  even 
dealer,  can  judge  at  all  closely  the  weight  of  a  fish 
if  ho  has  nothing  but  his  eye  to  guide  him,  especially 
if  he  has  not  recently  had  through  his  hands  fish  of 
somewhat  similar  size.  I  can  quote  instances 
almost  incredible.  There  is  an  old  custom  in 
Norway  of  giving  the  gaffer  a  dollar  for  every  401b. 
salmon.  Well,  I  have  kno-wn  a  man  who  had  gaffed 
and  weighed  fish  literally  by  the  thousand  be  in  hope 
of  being  paid  for  a  lanky  28-pounder,  whose  length, 
even  if  he  had  been  in  condition,  would  alone  have 
disqualified  him.  The  same  man,  some  years  later, 
on  landing  a  well-proportioned  50-pounder,  found 
no  more  to  say  than  "  peen  fisk,"  a  remark  best 
tran.slated  perhaps  by  "  nice  fi.sh,"  showing  he 
thought  it  under  4f)lb.  My  own  judgment  was 
little  better,  though  I  had  a  vague  impression  that 
he  resembled  two  of  4'21b.  I  had  caught  in  one 
evening  long  ago.  On  reaching  home  a  visitor  took 
his  length  while  I  went  indoors  for  a  spring-balance 
and  for  your  table  of  weights  for  length.  On  his 
telling  me  49in.,  I  said,  "  I  dare  not  speak  it,  but 
this,"  showing  him  5<")>,]b.  on  the  table,  "  is  what 
it  should  weigh  "  ;  and  it  did. 

It  being  essential  that  the  length  be  taken  accu- 
rately, I  think  it  well  to  repeat  the  description  of 
my  method  of  taking  it. 

The  length  of  a  fish  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  taken 


rail,  with  which  it  is  a  positive  pleasure  to  work. 
The  gillies  take  the  greatest  interest  in  taking  the 
measurements,  now  that  they  have  realised  how  very 
closely  the  weight  can  be  guessed,  if  these  be  taken 
to  a  nicety.  This  nicety  can  scarcely  be  attained 
with  a  rod,  though  such  may  serve  when  better 
means  are  not  available.  The  swell  of  the  middle 
of  the  fish  and  unevenness  of  the  ground  render 
accuracy  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  The  men, 
while  kneeling  by  a  newly-caught  fish,  as  I  insist  on 
their  continuing  to  do  till  the  fly  is  brought  back  to 
the  reel,  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  length  with 
the  gaff-handlc,  on  which  feet  and  inches  are  cut, 
but  are  often  out  by  an  inch,  an  error  which  at  48in. 
makes  a  difference  of  31b. 

Note. — The  explanatory  diagram  represents  the 
first  two  feet  of  the  scale. 

In  the  table,  now  reprinted,  quite  a  number  of 
correspondents  seem  to  have  found,  or  have  expected 
to  find,  very  much  more  than  it  can  possibly  give  ; 
so  even  at  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  I  repeat  what 
to  a  reader  ever  so  little  versed  in  the  mensuration 
of  solids,  should  be  already  sufficiently  clear. 

The  table  only  states,  and  can  only  state,  what  a 
salmon  of  a  given  length  would  weigh  if  it  were  in 
the  average  condition  of  a  36in.  fish  that  iveighcd  20lb. 
But  having  this  knowledge,  it  is  possible,  with  expe- 
rience and  observation,  to  judge  the  weight  even  ot 
a  very  big  fish  within  a  pound,  or  even  closer,  as 
some  of  my  correspondents  aver. 

The  possible  variation  of  15  per  cent,  either  way 
is  of  smaller  consequence  than  one  would  think. 
Very  little  experience  is  needed  to  judge  if  a  fish 
is  in  about  average  condition,  or  if  it  be  over  or 
under  it.    Should  it  be  considered  under,  the 


SCA/.S  3'-'  =  /FWr 

The  connection  between  Billingsgate  and  Budleigh 
Salterton — taking  Billingsgate  in  its  ordinary  sense 
— cannot  be  very  evident,  seeing  that  the  distance 
of  near  200  miles  intervenes  between  the  two 
localities.  I  must  therefore  explain  that  the  word 
is  here  used  to  denote  a  certain  fishing-ground  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  off  this  little  Devonshire 
watering-place,  and  although  it  cannot,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  afford  the  variety  attainable  at  the  great 
metropolitan  emporium,  it  yet  offers  to  the  fisher- 
man considerable  sport  in  hand-line  ground-fishing, 
of  which  we  had  availed  ourselves  on  an  occasion  not 
many  days  previous. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  the  weather  ?  " 

"  A  breeze,  probably,  but  nothing  to  hurt,  for  I 
think  the  wind  will  be  off  the  land  again  in  the 
evening,  although  it  will  certainly  not  be  as  smooth 
as  on  our  last  visit  to  Billingsgate,  when  the  sea 
was  as  little  agitated  as  an  unruffled  lake." 

"  What  does  Rogers  say  ?  "  Rogers  was  the 
boatman,  and,  on  being  interrogated,  took  the  same 
view  of  the  weather  as  myself,  observing,  however, 
that  we  must  pull  out,  for  the  wind  was  dead  on 
end,  and  the  sail  "  would  not  be  a  ha'porth  of  good  " 
until  returning,  when  we  should  probably  make  our 
passage  in  a  third  of  the  time,  if  the  wind  remained 
in  the  same  quarter  ;  "  but  there's  no  hurrj-,"  he  . 
observed,  "  for  if  we  get  out  just  at  the  slackening 
away  of  the  ebb  we  shall  have  three  or  four  hours 
there,  and  that  will  be  quite  enough  time  to  make 
a  catch  of  fish,  if  there's  any  upon  the  ground." 

"  How  are  we  off  for  bait  ?  " 

"  There's  a  peck  of  mushels  (mussels),  sir,  and 
I've  brought  a  dozen  o'  pilchards  out  of  a  small  lot 
we  caught  this  morning  in  the  little  seine,  sp  that  we 
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can  try  for  a  conger  as  well,  since  you  lost  one  when 
you  were  last  upon  the  ground."  This  occurred 
through  the  shortness  of  the  ganging  or  hook  link, 
beyond  which,  as  the  conger  had  swallowed  the 
hook,  it  gnawed  off  the  line  with  little  difficulty. 

On  this  former  occasion  it  had  not  been  our 
intention  to  try  for  a  conger,  and  accordingly  we 
had  not  provided  ourselves  with  hooks  specially 
fitted  for  the  purpose  ;  but  on  the  present  trip 
we  were  determined  to  have  something  proof  against 
the  effects  of  the  teeth  of  his  congership,  and  I  had 
fitted  three  or  four  hooks  with  a  very  strong  gimp 
in  the  following  manner,  as  is  the  custom  also  for 
hake  fishing  at  Plymouth  and  elsewhere. 

I  cut  ofE  a  piece  of  lino  IGin.  in  length,  and  a 
trifle  less  stout  than  the  fishing  line  with  which 
it  is  to  be  used,  and,  splicing  an  eye  at  one  end, 
unlay  l^in.  of  the  other  and  make  a  knot  on  the 
end,  leaving  the  unlaid  part  about  lin.  long  below 
the  knot,  passing  through  the  knot  the  end  of  a 
coil  of  brass  wire,  by  aid  of  which  I  convert  my 
piece  of  line  into  a  coarse  ho^k-link  of  gimp,  as 
will  be  seen  presently.  Bringmg  the  knot  about 
fin.  below  the  flattened  top  of  the  hook  on  the 
inside,  I  bind  the  hook,  the  piece  of  line,  and  the 
wire  firmly  together  with  well -waxed  thread,  and 
fasten  ofE  with  the  invisible  knot  in  common  use  ; 
and  as  it  is  necessary,  for  the  successful  conversion 
of  the  piece  of  line  into  gimp,  that  it  should  be  as 
rigid  as  possible,  I  hitch  the  hook  over  a  nail,  the 
handle  of  a  door,  or  other  point  of  attachment 
"convanient,"  and  get  the  piece  of  line  on  the  stretch 
by  making  it  fast  to  some  other  firm  object  at  the 
same  height — it  being  essential  that  it  should  be  in 
the  horizontal  position,  that  the  wire  m.ay  be  wound 
regularly  roxmd  it.  The  line  and  hook  being  con- 
veniently placed  as  here  described  they  are  to  be 
bound  as  tightly  together  as  possible  with  the  wire, 
as  far  as  the  flattened  top  of  the  hook,  when  the 
wire  is  to  be  wound  round  the  piece  of  line  alone 
until  the  line  is  covered  to  about  lOin.  above  the 
top  of  the  hook,  when  the  wir6  may  be  fastened  off 
by  interlacing  it  three  or  four  times  between  the 
strands  of  the  piece  of  line.  The  hook  is  now,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  snooded  or  ganged  with 
a  piece  of  very  stout  gimp,  and  it  must  be  an  extra- 
ordinary conger  indeed  to  make  any  impression  on 
it-  Hooks  fitted  in  this  manner  are  procurable 
from  !Mr.  Hearder,  of  Union-street,  Plymouth  ;  and 
a  dozen  or  two  would  be  found  very  useful  to  all 
who  may  occasionally  fish  for  conger,  etc.,  as  well 
as  to  others  who  visit  or  reside  on  the  distant  shores 
of  our  colonial  possessions,  where  fish  of  such  a  size 
are  met  with  that  no  ordinary  gear  will  hold  them, 
as  testified  by  a  correspondent  from  the  Cape 
Colony,  who  mentions  the  capture  of  fish  of  1201b. 
weight,  with  the  escape  of  other  monsters  of  un- 
known magnitude.  This  digression  may,  I  trust, 
be  pardoned,  on  account  of  its  utility  to  would-be 
fishermen  for  hake,  conger,  and  other  huge  denizens 
of  old  ocean's  depths,  whose  sharp  teeth  and  vice- 
like power  of  jaw  make  such  short  work  of  unde- 
fended snoodings. 

My  friend,  his  wife  (for  ladies  go  sea-fishing  on 
the  coast  of  Devon),  and  a  relative,  with  myself, 
now  proceed  to  the  beach  and  bestow  ourselves  in  a 
boat  as  desired — namely,  two  on  the  after  thwart 
and  one  on  the  next  forward,  whilst  the  writer,  as 
an  old  hand,  is  entrusted  with  an  oar  a  little  in 
advance  of  the  last  mentioned,  and  stands  ready  to 
assist  in  shoving  off  as  soon  as  the  word  is  given. 
A  good  smooth,  as  they  term  it,  affording  a  favour- 
able opportunity,  with  a  shout  of  "  Now,  now,  now ! " 
we  glide  into  the  swell,  your  humble  servant  assisting 
the  efforts  of  the  fishermen  as  they  leap  in  over  the 
bows,  and  continuing  so  to  do  until  the  boat  is 
clear  of  the  landwash,  when  my  friend,  his  wife,  and 
relative  are  desired  to  take  their  seats  in  the  stern- 
sheets,  and  we  proceed  to  trim  the  boat  for  our 
two  and  a  half  miles'  row  to  windward. 

And  now  a  word  or  two,  en  passant,  on  going 
afloat  from  an  open  beach. 

It  is  a  great  matter  to  make  a  clean  launch, 
especially  if  accompanied  by  ladies,  and  with 
ordinary  precaution  it  is  easily  done  without  ship- 
ping water,  which,  especially  at  starting  for  a  day's 
pleasure,  is  of  all  things  to  be  avoided. 

If  the  beach  is  steep  it  is  the  custom  to  launch 
stern  foremost,  the  boat  resting  on  a  way,  or  skid, 
of  holly  or  other  hard  wood,  2ft.  or  3ft.  from  the 
stern.  This  keeps  the  keel  out  of  th3  shingle, 
thereby  preventing  any  check  to  her  downward 
progress  until  the  stem  is  water-borne,  which  object 
is  facilitated  by  allowing  no  one  to  sit  further  aft 
than  the  after  thwart,  as  mentioned  on  the  prese 


occasion.  The  stem  is  thus  allowed  to  rise  imme- 
diately it  feels  the  swell,  which  it  will  not  do  if 
the  passengers  crowd  aft,  as  the  boat  is  thereby 
deprived  of  its  buoyancy  where  and  when  it  is 
most  needed,  and  the  stern  caused  to  dip  under  the 
swell,  deluging  all  the  after  part  of  the  boat  with 
water,  to  the  discomfort  and  annoyance  of  all  on 
board.  On  a  flat  beach,  however,  or  one  of  a  less 
steep  gradient,  a  different  plan  is  followed,  for  it  is 
there  the  custom  to  launch  bow  foremost,  because 
a  boat  has  generally  to  pass  a  succession  of  breakers, 
which  the  bow  is,  of  course,  better  calculated  to  deal 
with  than  the  stern,  whereas  on  a  steep  beach  it  is 
only  the  last  wave  which  breaks,  and  even  that  is 
commonly  avoided  by  watching  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity. 

On  the  present  occasion,  having  made  a  clean 
launch,  the  rudder  was  shipped,  and  as  the  breeze 
was  freshening,  I  pulled  with  the  fisherman  and  his 
son,  two  sculls,  or,  as  we  h^re  term  them,  paddles, 
being  pulled  against  an  oar,  any  difference  in 
strength  of  stroke  being  compensated  by  the  helm 
in  the  hands  of  my  friend.  We  pulled  seaward  some 
short  distance,  but  finding  the  boat  row  heavily,  we 
brought  our  killick  stones  (rather  more  than  1001b. 
in  weight)  about  3ft.  further  aft,  a  grbat  improve- 
ment, the  boat  rising  in  a  more  lively  manner, 
plimging  less  heavily  as  her  bow  fell  down  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  against  the  waves  of  which, 
accelerated  by  the  increasing  breeze,  we  were 
advancing. 

"  Keep  her  a  bit  more  west,  if  you  please,  sir," 
says  Rogers,  "  for  the  tide's  agoing  east  yet,  and  the 
wind's  a  westerning  a  little,"  his  object  of  course 
being  not  to  drop  to  leeward  of  our  required  position 
and  down  the  tide,  which  would  cause  delay  in 
pulling  up  to  windward  again. 

"  Wiat  mark  have  you  ?  "  asked  my  friend, 
looking  back  over  his  shoulder  at  the  land. 

"  Well,  sir,"  says  Rogers,  "  d'ye  see  the  white 
tower  right  astarn  ?  That's  the  Belvedere  at 
Bicton  ;  and  you  keeps  the  Belvedere  between  the 
wheel  and  the  shed  with  the  red-tiled  roof  (a  little 
bit  more  west,  please,  sir)  until  the  other  marks 
comes  on." 

"  What  wheel  ?  "  asks  my  friend. 

"  The  whin  (or  whim)  as  they  winds  up  the  coal 
and  stone  with  at  the  limekilns,"  says  Rogers. 

"  Exactly,"  replies  my  friend,  and  steers  accor- 
dingly. 

A  few  minutes'  more  steady  pulling  brought  us 
nearly  up  to  the  ground,  when  Rogers  observed 
the  tiUer  might  be  unshipped,  and  he  would  put 
the  boat  on  the  marks  with  the  oars  alone,  "  for," 
said  he,  "  you  see,  sir,  this  is  a  very  particular  place, 
and  if  you  bayn't  right  to  a  boat's  length,  as  you 
may  say,  you  can't  expect  to  have  fish.  Pull,  Jim  " 
(to  his  son).  "  Back,  if  you  please,  sir  "  (to  your 
humble  servant).  Squint  number  one  at  the  north 
and  south  marks  ;  squint  number  two  at  the 
east  and  west  marks;  and  with  a  "There,  that'll 
do,"  plunge  goes  the  heavy  killick  stone  towards  the 
lower  depths,  carrying  rapidly  with  it  in  its  course 
the  thin  line  used  as  a  cable,  which  Rogers  paid  out 
until  we  were  in  our  required  position,  when  he 
made  all  fast,  and  we  lay  riding  head  to  the  sea. 
The  Downend,  forming  the  north  termination  of 
Little  Haldon,  was  now  visible  in  a  certain  gateway 
of  the  high  land  of  Orcombe,  near  Exmouth,  and 
the  Bicton  Belvedere,  between  the  red-roofed  shed 
and  the  limekiln  wheel  previously  mentioned, 
forming  two  lines  of  sight  intersecting  each  other  in 
our  position,  at  as  near  an  approach  to  a  right 
angle  as  could  be  found  by  selecting  from  among 
the  objects  of  the  neighbouring  coast  those  four 
which  would  best  supply  the  desideratum. 

A  supply  of  mussels  was  soon  opened,  and  being 
larger  than  were  required  for  a  single  bait,  we  cut 
them  in  hilf,  the  tongue  of  the  mussel  in  one  half, 
and  the  circular  gristle  (by  the  expansion  or  con- 
traction of  which  the  shellfish  opens  or  shuts  its 
valve  at  pleasure)  in  the  other,  thus  leaving  in  each 
a  sufficient  hold  for  the  hook.  The  hooks  were 
baited  and  the  leads  thrown  over  -without  loss  of 
time,  you  may  be  sure,  as  the  wind  still  continued 
to  freshen,  and  it  seemed  questionable  whether  op 
not  we  should  be  able  to  remain  long  enough  to 
make  a  catch.  The  bottom  was  hardly  sounded, 
however,  and  the  lines  set  by  raising  the  leads 
about  four  feet  above  the  ground,  before  the  fish 
struck  every  line,  frequently  a  pair  at  once  ;  then  a 
pause,  again  a  rapid  run  of  sport,  until  our  baskets 
began  to  make  a  fair  show,  and  it  was  evident  we 
should  obtain,  for  the  kind  of  fishing,  a  very  good 
day's  work. 


I  say  for  the  kind  of  fishing,  for  we  were  not  so  ^ 
much  after  large  fish  as  for  pout  (Morrhua  luxca), 
here  known  as  blains,  in  Cornwall  as  bib,  in  other  ' 
parts  as  short  or  rock-whiting,  and  in  the  Channel 
Islands  by  the  appellation  of  "  ponchette."  We 
had,  of  course,  no  objection  to  pollack  or  other  large 
fish  which  might  give  us  the  meeting,  and  which  do 
so  occasionally,  as  I  took  one  on  a  former  visit,  not 
many  days  previous  ;  but  W3  look  on  these  as 
chance  fish,  and  the  more  to  be  welcomed  when 
ground-fishing,  because  not  to  be  reckoned  on  with 
certainty. 

"  But  what  have  I  here  ?  "  exclaims  one  of  our 
little  party,  handling  his  line  most  ghigerly,  a  course 
rendered  necessary  by  the  successive  sharp  tugs  of 
a  fish  evidently  of  a  different  kind  from  any  yet 
taken,  and  which,  from  its  action,  was  more  likely 
to  part  the  snood  or  break  its  hold  than  any  pre- 
viously hooked. 

"  I  reckon  'tis  a  curner,"  observes  Rogers. 

"  Or  a  baker,"  I  suggested  ;  the  former  the  local 
name  for  the  wrasse,  or  rock-fish  in  its  different 
varieties  (Fam.  Labridw),  the  latter  for  the  braize 
or  bekker,  a  blue-bream  (Fam.  Sparidw),  which  is 
here  called  "  baker,"  being  commonly  cooked  in  an 
oven,  after  a  nicely  seasoned  veal  stuffing  has  been 
introduced  into  his  penetralia,  supplemented  by  a 
modicum  of  beef  gravy  in  the  dish. 

Whether  curner  or  bekker,  however,  both  gaff 
and  hand -net  were  ready  to  aid  in  getting  him  on 
board,  which,  being  safely  accomplished,  my  con- 
jecture proved  the  correct  one,  for  a  bekker  or 
braize  it  turned  out  to  be.  This  fish  varies  from 
Ulb.  to  4lb.  in  weight,  and  I  do  not  recollect  to 
have  met  with  any  small  ones,  except  near  Shoreham, 
in  Sussex  ;  in  colour  they  are -blue  on  the  back,  ths 
sides  silvery,  but  change  their  colour  entirely  after 
capture  and  become  almost  black,  whence  their 
name  of  black  bream.  The  back  is  very  much 
hogged  and  carinated,  and  the  dorsal  fin,  when  not 
erected,  is  received  into  a  deep  mdcus,  or  furrow. 
The  teeth  are  large  for  the  size  of  the  fish,  and 
always  strike  the  attention  of  the  observer,  as  the 
lips  shrink  back  and  leave  them  prominently  bare. 
They  are  by  no  means  a  plentiful  fish  either  here  or 
on  the  coasts  of  the  Channel  Islands,  and  are  never 
specially  fished  for  like  the  sea-bream  in  the  west  of 
England,  but  off  the  Hants  and  Sussex  coasts  they 
a.rs  more  abundant. 

"  Well,  Rogers,"  exclaimed  one  of  our  party, 
"  when  do  you  intend  to  haul  up  that  conger  ?  " 
addressing  the  fisherman,  who,  leaving  us  to  the 
capture  of  such  small  deer  as  pout,  etc.,  was  en- 
deavouring to  coax  one  of  those  slimy  monsters 
from  his  lurking-place  amongst  the  rocky  ground 
over  which  we  were  moored.  In  this  be  had  so  far 
succeeded  as  to  feel  several  bites  from  one  of  the 
slippery  individuals,  probably  the  most  crafty  of 
any  which  swim  or  crawl  at  the  bottom  of  the  briny. 
"  But,"  as  he  observed  in  answer  to  the  question, 
"  he  don't  bite  home,  sir,"  that  is  to  say,  he  did  not 
take  the  hook  ;  for  to  feel  a  conger  is  one  thing, 
whilst  to  catch  him  often  quite  another  affair.  The 
fish  in  question  had  robbed  him  of  no  less  than  six 
pilchards  in  succession,  and  had  yet  managed  to 
escape  the  hook,  showing  clearly  that  he  was  fishy 
incarnation  of  craftiness,  requiring  something  even 
more  appetissant  as  a  bait  than  that  oily  member 
of  the  family  Clupceidce,  the  pilchard,  freshly  caught 
that  very  morning  as  these  fish  were,  and  luscious 
enough  apparently  to  satisfy  the  tastes  of  either 
conger  or — Comishmen. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THAMES  SALMON  ASSOCIATION. 


The  experiments  with  a  view  of  reintroducing 
the  salmon  into  the  Thames,  which  have  been  con- 
ducted for  some  years  by  Jlr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey  at 
Denham,  have  been  continued  during  the  past  six 
months  on  an  increasing  scale,  and  have  resulted 
in  the  setting  free  in  the  river  of  nearly  12,000 
healthy  salmon  parr  since  Sept.  27  of  1905.  On 
that  date  1200  were  placed  in  the  stream  at  Ewell, 
on  March  13  1644  went  to  Hedser,  on  March  14 
and  the  following  day  5114  were  placed  at  the  top 
of  the  tideway  at  Teddington  weir,  and  1109  in  the 
Colne  at  Denham,  and  on  March  26  an  additional 
1700  were  taken  to  Teddington  ;  on  April  3,  1052 
were  taken  to  Lord  Boston's  water  at  Hedser,  who 
has  kindly  had  placed  a  grating  across  a  portion 
of  his  private  stream,  with  a  view  of  keeping  this 
last  lot  under  observation  for  a  time  in  natural 
circumstances.    _  ,   . 
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TACKLE-BOXES  WITH  LINE  DRIERS  COMBINED. 


The  illustrations  sent  by  Mr.  P.  Schilizzi  show 
two  tackle-boxes  with  line  driers  combined.  It  is 
claimed  for  them  that  they  are  very  useful  in 
practice. 

"Photo  Xo.  1  shows  the  boxes,  the  line  drier 
in  the  larger  box  lying  flat  in  the  bottom,  also 
in  the  smaller  box,  except  that  the  folding  wings, 
to  support  the  axle  of  the  spool,  are  lying  flat, 
hinged  to  the  underside  of  the  lid. 


*'  Photo  No.  2  shows  both  boxes  with  the  line 
driers  in  position. 

"  The  size  of  the  larger  box  is  ISjin.  by  12in.  by 
5in.,  and  the  diameter  of  the  spool  7^in.,  and  is 
designed  to  carry  salmon  fly  and  (or)  spinning 
tackle. 

"  By  the  help  of  the  grooved  sides,  and  the  longi- 
tudinal and  cross-grooved  pieces,  plus  some  lengths 
of  lath,  almost  any  right-angled  combination 
of  divisions  can  be  made  to  fit  reels,  books,  fly  or 
minnow  boxes,  etc.,  without  any  chance  of  the 
contents  shaking  about,  while  the  drier  at  the  bottom 
takes  up  practically  no  room. 

"  The  smaller  box  I  use  is  for  trout  tackle — size, 
lljin.  by  5^m.  by  4|in.  ;  spool,  5in.  diameter. 

"  The  two  sides  of  the  spool,  axle  and  cross-bars, 
lie  in  the  bottom.  To  place  in  position,  draw  out 
the  lid,  and  slide  back  again  reversed  (upside 
down),  lift  the  hinged  wing,  and  after  joining  up 
the  spool  into  the  bearings,  it  is  ready  to  take 
ofiE  line  from  the  reel. 

"  The  operation  of  fitting  the  spools  together  is  a 
question  of  only  a  minute  or  two,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  larger  drier,  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  put  on 
any  drag,  when  taking  line  back  on  to  the  reel,  all 
one  has  to  do  is  to  lean  the  lid  of  the  box  on  to 
rims  of  the  spool. 


Fig.  1. 


"  The  reels  shown  in  Photo  No.  2  are  a  4-|-in. 
salmon  reel  and  a  Sin.  trout  reel. 

"  These  boxes  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  James 
Parkinson,  34,  Clarence-street,  Liverpool;  Mr.  W. 
Ramsbottom,  14b,  North  John-street,  Liverpool; 
and  Messrs.  G.  Holland  and  Son,  14,  Castle-street 
Arcade,  Cook -street,  Liverpool.  Price  of  the  salmon 
tackle  box,  in  oak  or  ash,  plain,  20s.  each  ;  polished, 
21s.  For  the  trout  tackle  box,  in  oak  or  ash,  plain, 
9s.  6d.  each;  polished,  10s.  6d.  The  two  shown 
are  made  in  oak  and  polished,  but  they  ^vould  be 
equally  serviceable  made  in  white  wood." 


I  I  Fio.  2. 


RED-LETTER  DAYS. 

The  joys  of  angling  range  from  the  pleasures  of 
hope  to  the  felicities'of  retrospection,  both  varieties 
of  amenities  inclusive.  The  central  thrill  of  pal- 
pitating ecstasy  engendered  by  the  manipulation  of 
one  end  of  a  piece  of  string,  while  a  gleaming  mass 
of  concentrated  acrobatic  energy — bo  it  in  the  like- 
ness of  salmon,  trout,  or  pike — practises  extempore 
jiu-jitsu  exercises  mixed  with  high  kicking  rigs  and 
frantic  flip-floppery  at  the  other  end,  is  thickly 
surrounded  with  minor  delights,  amongst  which 
bulk  largely  the  happy  memories  of  the  red-letter 
days  in  the  tale  of  our  angling  outings.  Mere 
weight  and  number  of  an  abnormal  basket  of  fish 
do  not  alone  constitute  a  red-letter  day,  though 
there  is  a  tendency  in  some  quarters  to  give  them 
credit  for  so  doing  ;  they  may  simply  record  them- 
selves upon  the  memory  as  a  red-number  catch, 
while  the  circumstances  of  their  capture,  unattended 
by  any  strongly  marked  incident,  fade  quickly  into 
the  oblivion  of  nothing-worth-mentioningness.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  an  untoward  happening,  an 
amusing  contretemps,  or  an  unlooked-for  phe- 
nomenon, may  vividly  mark  with  a  red  letter  a 
day's  fishing  upon  the  mind,  even  if  the  fish  caught 
be  inferior  in  size  and  number  (if  not  altogether 
minus),  and  thus  endow  memory  with  a  permanent 
pleasurable  asset. 

One  such  day  I  well  remember.    The  month  was 
August,  and  all  the  world — that  part  of  the  world — 
was  an  oven.  Still,  the  process  of  gently  simmering 
was  more  tolerable  by  the  river  than  elsewhere,  and 
I  fished  for  trout  that  unanimously  refused  to  rise. 
Prom  shrunken  pool  to  shrunken  pool  I  leisurely  per- 
spired along  the  bank  in  Ashless  helplessness,  until  I 
came  upon  a  sight  which  caused  me  to  sit  down  and 
hug  myself  insuppressed  delight.  A  little  way  in  front 
of  me  a  brother  angler  was  peering  cautiously  over 
a  clump  of  hemlocks  at  a  small  backwatery  arm  of 
the  pool,  whereon  at  intervals  fairy  dimples  broke 
into  widening  circles,  whichspreadlike  happy  smiles, 
and  visiblyreflected  themselves  upon  the  gleeful  face 
of  the  ambiished  angler.  He  was  fat  and  frizzling.  He 
had  toiled  all  the  morning  without  one  single  cheer- 
ing glimpse  of  a  rising  fish,  and  now  he  had  stepped 
suddenly — unexpectedly — clear  out  of  the  barren 
wilderness  of  despair  into  the  land  of  promise.  I 
watched  him  critically  select  a  tiny  ^at  on  a  000 
hook,  tie  it  on  his  cast,  and  carefully  anoint  it  with  oil. 
The  water  at  the  delectable  spot  was  difficult  of 
approach  through  the  absence  of  cover  beyond  the 
clump  of  hemlocks,  and  the  stout  party  had  to  adopt 
Red  Indian  tactics.  Down  he  dropped,  full  length, 
among  the  vegetable  tangle,  and,  with  rod  held 
aloft,  wriggled  and  squirmed  through  a  rank  bed 
of  butter-burs,  his  honest  features  glowing  like 
an  October  sunset,  ever  turned  towards  the  back- 
water goal,  and  every  yard  of  laboured  progress 
punctuated  with  puffs  and  groans  that  breathed 
rapture  into  my  sinful  soul.    Six  yards  from  the 
water's  edge  he  stopped,  panting  heavily  with 
mingled  exertion  and  excitement.    A  dozen  yards 
away  a  seductive  dimple  shed  a  fresh  series  of 
circling  ripples.    The  limber  wand  waved  to  and 
fro  as  the  requisite  length  of  line  was  got  out,  and 
then  the  alluring  morsel  fell  and  floated  within  a 
foot  of  the  exact  spot  which  had  marked  the  rise — 
floated,  too,  in  undisturbed  serenity.  The  next  rise 
was  a  couple  of  yards  to  the  right ;  the  angler 
fished  that  —  unsuccessfully.     This  was  quickly 
followed  by  a  rise  a  little  to  the  left ;  the  angler 
fished  that — also  unsuccessfully.    Then  he  "rested" 
his  fish  and  changed  his  fly.    For  twenty  minutes 
the  entrancing  comedy  went  on  in  pretty  much  the 
same  fashion,  and  the  unholy  joy  that  surged 
through  my  expectant  bosom  at  the  climax  of  the 
farce — when  the  exasperated  angler  rose  up  in  his 
wrath,  and  stalking  down  to  the  water's  edge,  dis- 
covered that  all  his  trouble  and  skill  had  been 
thrown  away  in  fishing  the  dry  fly  for  gas  bubbles 
rising  from  decaying  sunken  vegetation — marked 
that  day  with  a  letter  of  indelible  red  in  the 
memory  of  at  least  one  fisherman. 

Another  day  rises  out  of  the  past.  Amidst  the 
frosts  and  snows  of  winter  I  was  fishing  a  North 
Country  grayling  river  in  the  North  Country 
grayling  style — namely,  "swimming  the  worm." 
I  had  not  visited  that  particular  water  for  some 
seasons,  but  in  former  years  I  had  fished  it  more 
than  once,  and  had  a  standing  invitation  from  the 
owner  to  try  it  whenever  the  fancy  or  opportunity 
was  mine.  Consequently,  I  was  swimming  the 
worm  with  contented  joyfulness  to  myself,  and  not 
much  of  serious  inconvenience  to  the  grayling, 
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when  I  suddenly  beheld  upon  the  bank  the  hearty 
apparition,  in  ancient  leggings,  rusty  bowler  hat, 
and  shaggy,  old-fashioned  shooting-coat  that 
bulged  suggestively  over  the  hips,  of  the  good  old- 
fashioned  type  of  gamekeeper.  I  did  not  remember 
having  seen  him  on  the  occasion  of  any  of  my 
previous  flying  visits,  but  a  glance  at  his  honest, 
whisker-fringed,  Ribston-pippin  visage,  bis  general 
get-up,  and  the  twelve-bore  on  his  arm,  assured 
me  at  once  of  his  position  before  he  opened  his 
lips  to  inquire  civilly  if  I  had  permission  to  fish 
there.    I  easily  satisfied  him  that  I  had  long 

enjoyed  general  leave  from  Mr.  S  ,  and  he  next 

inquired  respectfully  if  I  had  had  any  sport.  He 
appeared  to  be  a  most  intelligent  man — that  is,  for 
one  in  his  station — so  much  so  that  I  graciously 
permitted  his  humble  advances  to  such  a  degree  of 
friendliness  as  the  difference  in  our  relative  posi- 


tive culling  of  these  metaphorical  flowers  growing 
upon  the  banks  of  fishing  experience  which  colour 
the  angler's  retrospection  with  a  charm  beyond  the 
power  of  the  mere  achievement  of  statistical  records 
to  produce.  W.  Cabteb  Platts. 


A  CUEIOUS  PIKE. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Homee,  specialist  in  fish  mounting, 
157,  Forest-lane,  Forest  Gate,  London,  E.,  writes  : — 

"  I  am  enclosing  a  photo  of  a  141b.  pike,  caught 
by  Mr.  F.  W.  How,  of  Ley  ton,  in  the  East  London 
Waterworks  Reservoirs  at  Tottenham.  You  will 
notice  that  the  snout  is  turned  up  very  much. 
This  is  the  first  one  that  has  come  to  my  notice, 
although  the  late  Mr.  F.  Burns,  of  Stratford,  told 


Dart  (TotnM  and:  District). — The  water  ia 
still  very  low  and  fine,  and  consequently  very  little 
fishing  has  been  done  during  the  week  in  the  day- 
time. Some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the 
evenings  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  H.  T.  Distin,  and 
M.  Revell,  whilst  Mr.  Salisbury,' jun.,  succeflsfuUy 
landed  a  salmon  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Fiah  are 
taking  best  to  the  natural  minnow.  About  a  dozen 
salmon  have  been  taken  at  the  Weir,  but  only  about 
a  brace  have  been  secured  in  the  lower  waters.— 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Fishing  in  Lord  Clinton's 
water  on  the  Torridge  last  week,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Chamberlain  landed  three  salmon  which  scaled 
I91b.,  141b.,  and  12Jlb.  respectively.  Some  good 
sport  is  reported  from  the  Exe,  whilst  the 
Greedy  and  Yeo  have  provided  some  nice  trout. 
Towards  the  close  of  last  week  several  dozen 
fine  trout  were    creeled.    This  week,  however. 


\   /|1  , 

tions  would  permit.  The  bed  of  the  river  had 
altered  somewhat  since  my  previous  visit;  new 
holes  and  shoals  had  appeared,  and  the  wading 
was  precarious.  However,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  obliging  keeper,  I  got  along  better,  and  sport 
grew  brisker.  Bob  went  the  tiny  float  time  after 
time,  and  glittering  bars  of  silver  successively 
danced  and^ flashed  and  darted  in  thrilling  wriggles 
and  spurts  about  the  stream,  ere  the  landing-net 
gathered  them  in.  Tighter  and  tighter  drew  the 
strap  on  my  shoulder.  I  therefore  observed  to 
my  friend,  the  keeper,  in  my  most  seductive 
manner,  that  his  back  was  broad  and  my  creel  was 
heavy.  In  an  instant  he  grasped  the  suggestion ; 
the  next  instant  he  was  grasping  the  creel.  I  have 
previously  remarked  that  he  was  a  most  intelligent 
man — I  mean,  for  one  in  his  walk  of  life.  Under 
his  pilotage,  and  marked  by  delightful  sport,  the 
short  hours  of  the  wintry  afternoon  sped  all  too 
swiftly,  and  as  I  parted  from  the  keeper  on  my 
way  to  the  station,  I  gave  him  a  shilling,  accom- 
panied by  a  little  salutary  advice  respecting  the 
spending  of  it,  and  told  him  I  hoped  I  should 
see  him  again  the  next  time  I  fished  that  length. 

I  have  never  fished  that  length  since.    But  I 

have  seen  my  friend,  the  keeper  once.   Then  his 

genial,  Ribston-pippin  features  beamed  above  an 
immaculate  expanse  of  shirt-front  set  in  irreproach- 
able evening  dress,  and  he  was  surrounded  upon  a 
public  platform  by  a  galaxy  of  rank  and  wealth. 
I  made  inquiries,  and  learned  that  my  old  riparian 
benefactor  had  privately  disposed  of  his  riverside 
estate  to  a  member  of  an  ancient  baronial  family. 
And  as  I  painfully  recalled  how  I  had  patronised 
the  peerage— how  I  had  yoked  the  House  of  Lords 
with  my  creel-strap — how  I  had  airily  tipped  our 
old  nobility  a  shilling  and  told  it  not  to  make  a 
beast  of  itself  with  it,  my  blush  of  shame  dyed  my 
mental  record  of  that  grayling-fishing  episode  a 
vivid  red  for  ever  and  evermore. 

iStill  glancing  down  the  vista  of  the  past,  memory 
after  memory  of  happy  days  with  the  rod  springs 
out  to  claim  inclusion  in  the  red  alphabet— the 
trout  stalk  that  unexpected  circumstances  meta- 
morphosed into  a  rollicking  raid  on  the  chub  ;  the 
tantalising  pursuit  of  the  big  pike  which  refused 
to  be  caught ;  the  fairy  glamour  that  wrapped  the 
conclusion  of  a  summer's  evening  with  the  whiting 
and  gurnard,  with  its  pull  homeward  in  the  soft 
August  night  over  a  weirdly  phosphorescent  sea, 
•which,  at  every  rhythmic  dip,  the  oars  stirred  into 
sparkling  diadems,  and  the  throbbing  steam  trawler, 
churning  its  way  across  our  bows  out  of  the  star- 
board unseen  into  the  port  invisible,  ploughed  into 
magic  furrows  of  pale  liquid  fire.    It  is  the  figura- 


me  that  ho  had  caught  several  with  the  snouts 
turned  up  like  the  enclosed  photo. 

"  This,  to  me,  seems  very  unusual,  but  it  may  be 
interesting  to  pike  anglers  who  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  fishing  the  reservoirs  at  Tottenham." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Meports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remaeks.  —  The  Easter 
holidays  are  upon  us,  and  the  trout  fisherman  will 
probably  find  time  to  sample  the  Thames.  A  few 
fish  have  already  been  caught,  as  was  to  be  expected 
with  the  fine  weather  we  have  been  having.  Mr. 
R.  A.  Brown,  at  Pangbourne,  has  captured  a  trout 
of  7|lb.,  and  at  the  same  place  Mr.  Mayse  and  Mr. 
Good  had  each  a  fish  of  over  31b.  Mr.  Jennings, 
at  Rushey  Weir,  Bampton,  near  Oxford,  landed  a 
trout  of  Olb-  loz.,  taken,  it  is  reported,  on  a  spoon- 
bait. A  fish  of  51b.  has  been  taken  at  Blake's  Weir, 
Reading,  whilst  at  Marlow  Mr.  H.  W.  NichoUs  and 
Mr.  Davis  have  had  a  smaller  fish  each.  If  the 
favourable  weather  lasts  over  Eastfer  more  trout 
are  sure  to  be  had  as  the  river  is  in  perfect  order, 
though  rather  on  the  clear  side.  Most  of  the  weirs 
have  had  a  bait  put  over  them  during  the  past 
week. — F.  H.  Amphlett.  < 

Coin      (Fairford,     Oloncestershire).  —  The 

weather  being  warm  and  genial  some  excellent 
sport  is  being  enjoyed.  The  trout  are  showing  up 
well.  Dr.  Turrel,  Mr.  Smart,  Mr.  Bostock,  and  Mr. 
Frazer  being  amongst  those  who  have  taken  their 
two  and  three  brace,  weight  up  to  I  Jib.  WhirUng 
Blues  and  Olive  Duns  are  found  to  kill  best.  A 
little  rain  would  be  quite  acceptable. — C.  Powell. 

Darenth  (Parningfham,  etc.). — In  spite  of  all 
the  rain  that  we  have  had  in  this  vaUey  during  the 
last  three  months  the  river  is  again  running  low. 
There  are  no  signs  of  pollution,  however,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  trout  are  fairly  plentiful.  Most 
of  those  taken  lately  have  been  small,  and  the 
majority  had  to  be  returned  as  under  the  lOin. 
limit.  The  Lion  Hotel  has  changed  hands  again, 
and  fishing  tickets  are  issued  at  5s.  a  day.  Season 
tickets  for  various  terms  can  also  be  obtained  on 
application  at  the  hotel.  Good  sport  will  probably 
be  had  at  Easter  if  some  rain  falls.  If  the  March 
Brown,  fished  dry,  does  not  succeed,  the  Red  Quill 
should  be  tried  next,  and  then  the  Blue  Dun,  but 
sometimes  the  Coachman  (small  size,  on  very  fine 
drawn  gut)  will  beat  everything,  even  in  bright 
sunshine,  here. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 


has  proved  somewhat  quiet  owing  to  cold 
easterly  winds,  which  have  kept  many  rods  off  the 
water.  A  couple  of  salmon,  weighing  12lb.  and 
141b.,  were  taken,  whilst  the  trout  taken  have  all 
been  in  capital  condition.  Some  good  takes  have 
been  had  on  the  Carey,  where  one  angler  had  a 
basket  of  nearly  four  dozen. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)i — Owing  to  the  con- 
tinued dry  weather  and  the  low  state  of  the  river, 
the  salmon  fishing  has  gone  off,  and  better  sport  ia 
only  anticipated  after  a  heavy  rainfall,  which,  for 
the  sake  of  the  hoUday  people,  will  not,  I  hope, 
come  before  Eeister.  Some  trout  have  been  taken 
in  the  evening  with  Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  and 
Iron  Blue..  One  angler,  fishing  with  worm  in  private 
water,  secured  two  trout  on  Saturday,  l^lb.  and 
fib.  respectively,  while  a  lady  also  secured  one  over 
2lb.  Sea  fishing  at  Exmouth  has  improved  a  little. 
With  the  recent  high  tides  a  very  large  number  of 
mullet  of  all  sizes  have  come  into  the  dock,  but  they 
are  very  shy. — Red  Palmer. 

j^ea  and  Tribntaries. — The  sunny  weather  has 
tempted  anglers  out  to  watch  for  trout,  the  season 
for  which  opens  on  May  1.  The  river  is  very  clear 
and  stagnant,  and  requires  freshening  up.  Warm 
rains  would  be  welcome  now  in  the  Lea  Valley. 
— Izaak  Walton. 

JtVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  streams  are  running  clear  and  low,  but  in  fair 
order  for  fishing.  A  good  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  and  some  fair  size  trout  landed.  Pros- 
pects for  sport  fair.  The  Pinsley  is  running  in  fair 
order. — Gwynne.^ 

Otter  (Budleif  h  Salterton). — The  river  is  now 
(April  10)  very  low,  and  greatly  needs  a  freshet. 
On  the  Rolle  Estate  water,  where  there  are  many 
deep  pools  and  strong  runs,  sport  may  be  had  about 
midday,  but  above  Ottery  up  to  Honiton,  where 
the  stream  is  small  and  shallow,  there  is  too  little 
water  for  good  fishing.  Spring  fishing  requires  a 
good  head  of  water.  In  summer  a  low  water  and 
midging  fish  is  a  different  matter.  Netting  in  the 
public  water  is  being  carried  on  to  an  alarming 
extent.  Last  week,  in  one  haul,  no  less  than  104 
fish  were  netted.  These  were  nearly  all  sea-trout 
or  peal  more  or  less  out  of  condition. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — All  the  rivers  in  our  neighbourhood 
have  run  down  to  our  summer  level,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  fiah,  and  to  be  successful  you  must  use 
tine  gear  and  keep  well  back  from  the  river.  I  have 
had  a  report  of  a  21b.  trout  being  caught  in  the 
Tavy  on  a  minnow.  This  shows  that  tne  fish  are 
there.  Should  any  strangers  be  fishing  this 
river,  or  the  Walkham,  if  they  make  their  way 
to  Buck  Tor  Cottage,  the  keeper,  Mr.  Horrell,  would 
no  doubt  put  them  on  the  best  spots;  his  house  is 
situated  at  Double  Waters,  near  Virtuous  Lady 
Mine.    I  have  heard  of  some  good  baskets  also  on 
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the  Dart.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Red  and 
Blue  Maxwells,  Blue  and  Silver,  Red  Palmei-s,  and 
if  the  weather  be  bright,  the  Silver  Drake. — 
WrLLiAji  Heard  ER. 

Snssez  Risers  and  Chiohester  Canal. — The 

past  few  days  have  been  warm  and  summerlike, 
and  that  spoil  sport,  the  easterly  wind,  has  been 
but  light.  Rain  is  wanted  for  streams,  rivers, 
and  the  land,  the  winds  have  parched  the 
growing  crops.  Sport  among  the  trout  has 
been  good  in  the  feeders  of  the  Ouse,  in  the 
upper  waters  from  four  to  six  brace  have  been 
taken  averaging  6oz.,  but  the  perch  and  chub  are 
a  nuisance.  A  nice  fiah  of  IJlb.  was  taken  on  April 
7  from  near  the  Jlill  pool  at  Fletching,  and  fish  of 
from  lOoz.  to  12oz.  from  the  lower  water.  The 
harbour  fishing  at  Chichester  gives  promise  of  sport 
during  the  holidays.  Tens  of  thousands  of  smelt 
are  up,  filling  every  creek,  and  are  feeding  madly. 
From  six  to  nine  dozen  have  been  taken  per  tide. 
Flounders  in  the  upper  waters  and  plaice  in  the 
lower  reaches  are  plentiful  and  large. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  now  running  a 
nice  level,  but  the  water  is  far  too  bright  for  good 
sport.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport 
has  been  slow.  Bottom  fishing  with  the  worm  has 
been  very  quiet.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some 
good  trout  were  landed  with  fiy. — S.  Ltjdlow. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (DerliysliiTe).  —  These 
rivers  are  clear  and  in  order  for  fly  fishing,  but 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  reports 
from  the  various  districts  state  that  those  gentle- 
men who  have  fished  have  only  landed  an  odd 
fish  or  two,  the  weather '  being  against  success 
with  the  fly.  The  best  baskets  still  fall  to  the 
minnow,  dock  grub,  and  worm  (where  permitted), 
early  morning  .  and  late  in  the  evening  being  the 
best  time.  Those  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have 
returned  with  light  creels,  also  those  who  have 
fished  the  Derwent  Chatsworth  fisheries ;  and  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water  and  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  have  only 
yielded  a  brace'  or  two  at  the  most.  We  want 
a  freshet  and  milder  weather,  it  is  bright  sunshine 
in  the  day,  but  cold  and  frosty  nights.  Not  many 
natural  flies  to  be  seen.  The  prospect  is  not  very 
rosy  for  the  Esiater  Holiday  anglers.  Flies  :  March 
Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  Cockwinged  Dun,  Yellow  Dun 
of  April,  Sand  Fly,  and  Grannom. — Dotterel. 
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Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks).  —  We  are  having  summer-like 
weather,  and  trout  are  feeding  more  freely.  There 
has  been  a  big  hatch  of  flies  on  most  of  our  York- 
shire streams.  The  Yore  is  low  and  clear  in  the 
upper  reaches.  Sport  has  been  fair  amongst  the 
trout,  the  best  baskets  being  taken  with  fly,  the 
best  patterns  being  March  Brown,  Winter  Brown, 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Orange 
Partridge.  Fair  sport  has  been  met  with  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  district.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  low  and  clear,  some  nice  baskets  of  fish 
have  been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches  with  the  fly. 
Baskets  of  twelve  to  twenty  have  been  caught  in 
the  districts  of  Grassington,  Burnsall  and  Ilkley.  In 
the  lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishers  have  had 
some  nice  catches  of  flounders  at  Tadcaster 
and  UUeskelf.  The  Swale  is  running  low  and 
clear.  Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  this  river.  The  Nidd  has  been  a  medium 
height,  but  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  quiet. 
Visitors  are  booking  fast  on  the  Wharfe,  at  the 


principal  hotels.  At  Grassington,  day  tickets  can 
be  obtained  on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  At  Appletree- 
wick,  anglers  can  fish  free  a  length  at  the  New 
Inn.  Mr.  J.  W.  Binns,  the  proprietor,  is  an 
expert  at  fly  fishing;  he  caught  fifteen  fine 
trout  with  the  fly  the  first  time  out  last  week. 
On  the  Yore,  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  issue 
day  ;  tickets,  2-s.  6d.  per  day.  On  the  Eden, 
anglers  can  fish  free  a  length,  providing  they  stay 
at  the  Tufton  Arms  Hotel,  Appleby.  Prospects  are 
fairly  good,  sport  would  improve  if  rain  should  fall. 
Best  flies  for  the  present  and  the  coming  holidays 
are  Snipe  and  Purple,  Bradshaw's  Winter  Brown, 
Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Dark  Watchet. — John 
E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — Fishing  the  Home  Beat 
of  the  Castle  waters  of  the  Beauly  during  the  week 
for  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Foreign  Secretary,  who  is 
lessee  for  April,  Mr.  E.  P.  Tennant,  M.P.,  and  Mr. 
Watney,  fishing  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  had 
poor  sport  owing  to  the  very  low  condition  of  the 
river.  On  April  3  and  4  no  clean  fish  were  landed, 
although  several  kelts  were  hooked,  but  on  April  5 
a  nice  salmon  of  91b.  was  landed,  while  on  April  6 
two  salmon  of  9Jlb.  and  101b.  were  grassed.  In  the 
tidal  waters  several  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  have 
been  landed.  Conon. — Anglers  on  the  Conon  have 
been  singularly  unsuccessful,  and  the  only  catch 
reported  during  the  week  was  a  salmon  of  121b.  on 
the  middle  reach,  and  some  baskets  of  sea-trout  by 
local  anglers  in  the  tidal  water. — A.  R. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  has  greatly 
improved,  and  the  snow  has  now  almost  dis- 
appeared from  the  hills  in  the  upper  districts  of 
the  river.  No  rain  has  fallen  during  the  past 
week,  but  frost  is  pretty  keen  in  the  early  mornings. 
Angling  conditions  are  improving,  the  water  in  the 
river  is  in  good  order  and  coming  better  into  colour 
since  the  recent  heavy  spates.  On  the  Blairmore 
section,  the  first  new  run  salmon  of  the  season 
were  caught  at  the  end  of  last  week.  Mr.  George 
Milne,  keeper,  landed  with  the  fly  three  nice  fish 
scaling  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Summers, 
keeper,  Cairnbanno  Lodge,  one  of  71b.  Although 
kelts  are  numerous,  most  of  them  are  now  down 
the  stream.  There  has  been  also  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  net  fishing  both  on  the  river  and  along 
the  coast.    During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  the 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  FisMng  Tackle  snitaUe  for  all  parts  of  the  f  orld. 


TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHBB  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  eapeilot  to  BpUt  OhUi 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  13  oiB. ;  Tory  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tronti 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  la  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abionf  • 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  l)emg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrflsher  Line. 

IS  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Doable  Tapered  Balmoai 

80  and  iO  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whioh  does  not  come  ofi,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
tliey  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testlmoalals. 

Colonel  G.  wrltei:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marrellons.  I  have  no  hesitation  Id 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Lino  goes  splendidly." 
E.  3.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  F.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclosa 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  It  Is  In  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  (ar  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  Supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casta  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Une  and  I  nevec 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H—  one  I  have." 
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fishermen  on  the  river  had  a  few  salmon  and  sea- 
trout,  and  there  is  a  better  appearance  of  &ih 
running. — H.  W. 

^ooh  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
bright  and  warm  during  the  past  week,  with  frost 
overnight,  which,  however,  is  becoming  leas  severe. 
The  water  temperature  on  Monday  was  48  degrees, 
when  two  boats  were  out  in  a  light,  variable  breeze. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Wilson,  Canada,  had  eight  trout,  81b.  8oz. ; 
another  angler  had  two  trout,  21b. — Robert  B. 
Laing. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  low  and 
clear  as  mid  summer,  and  no  signs  of  a  change  for 
rain. — The  Annan. — This  river  is  down  to  summer 
level.  Some  fair  sized  yellow  trout  have  fallen  to 
the  rods  fisliing  with  fly.  In  the  Northfield  stream 
on  April  6,  Mr.  James  Loudon  had  a  yellow  trout  of 
2Jlb.  with  March  Brown  fly,  and  also  took  a  grayling. 
Mr.  Thomas  Roddick  had  a  brace  of  good  burn 
trout  with  the  fly,  and  Captain  Ewart  two  or  three 
at  the  Old  Mill.  Mr.  William  Thomson  had  one 
yellow  trout  of  nearly  1  lb.,  and  Mr.  James  Dixon 
took  a  fair  lot  on  April  9.  In  the  middle  and 
higher  reaches  the  sport  has  been  disappointing. 
In  the  Moffat  district,  the  streams  are  too  low  for 
sport,  but  a  few  fair  lots  of  trout  are  being  caught 
in  the  Wamphray  and  Dinwoodie  portions  with  fly. 
The  Dumfeies  Nith. — This  river  is  too  low  and 
very  little  is  being  done.  A  number  of  rods  out  on 
the  Closeburn,  Auldgirth,  and  other  waters  have  met 
with  moderate  creels  of  yellow  trout  taken  with  the 
fly.  The  angling  on  the  tributaries  is  at  a  stand- 
still. The  Galloway  Rivers. — These  rivers  are 
very  low.  A  number  of  local  anglers  are  getting 
from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  yellow  trout  per  day 
with  the  fly. — Heatuerbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  notes  there 
has  been  no  change  in  the  weather,  so  that  on  many 
streams  angling  is  suspended.  The  outlook  for  the 
Easter  holidays  is  very  bad  unless  rain  comes 
immediately.  It  is  over  a  month  since  a  decent 
shower  fell.  Fishing  on  the  deep  pools  is  out  of  the 
question  owing  to  the  very  bright  sun,  and  the  cold 
frosty  winds  after  sunset.  On  the  Antrim  Road 
Basin  a  few  trout  were  killed  this  week.  The  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  will  compete  for  the  Hunter 
Silver  Cup  at  Kellswater  on  the  Maine  on  Easter 
Monday. — J.  A.  B. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  water  continues  to 
get  lower  day  by  day.  Salmon  fishing  now  is  quite 
hopeless  until  we  get  rain.  On  the  Mashonaglass 
water  Mr.  H.  Austen  had  one  salmon,  101b.,  and 
Professor  Bergin,  one,  111b.  On  Lord  Bandon's 
water.  Colonel  Trotman,  one,  9^-lb.  On  Warren's 
Court  Water,  Colonel  Rhodes,  two ;  and  Miss 
Rhodes,  one.  At  Carrigadrohid,  F.  St.  Leger  Carter, 
one,  111b.  On  Rooves  water.  Major  Cummins, 
R.A.M.C.,  two,  91b.,  16ilb.  On  Fargus  water, 
Colonel  Curtis,  R.A.M.C.',  one,  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  S. 
Haynes,  one,  8Uh.  On  Cronody,  Constable  Bradley, 
R.I.C.,  one,  101b.  At  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  J. 
McAuliff,  two,  81b.,  91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Henrick,  one, 
81b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell,  one,  71b.  On  the 
Sullane,  Mr.  R.  Barry,  one,  61b.,  and  Mr.  R. 
Murphy,  one,  13Jlb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lennan  (co.  Donegal). — Fishing  the  Ramelton 
Pool  from  March  25  to  April  7,  the  following  salmon 
were  killed  : — The  Earl  of  Eglinton  and  Winton, 
two,  111b.  and  121b.;  Hon.  F.  C.  Montgomerie 
four,  241b.,  15Jlb.,  14Jlb.,and  9Ib. ;  Mr.  Prior,  one, 
91b.:  Mr.  Hamilton,  two,  111b.  and  181b.;  Mr. 
Noel  Learmouth,  five,  91b.,  81b.,  11  lb.,  lljlb..  and 
151b. ;  Mr.  Maxwell  Learmouth,  one,  9Jlb. — M.  A. 
McCreadie. 

Longli  Carrane,  etc.  (Watervilla.  oo.  Kerry).— 

On  April  3  John  J.  Sullivan  caught  two  salmon, 
lipb.  and  111b.,  and  on  April  4  the  same  fishermen 
got  three  fish,  weighing  lOJlb.,  101b.,  and  d^lb.  On 
April  6,  P.  Currane  got  a  salmon  of  11  lb.  Brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  poor,  but  is  exhibiting  much 
improvement  at  the  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 

Fair  sport  has  been  had  on  the  above  waters  with 
brown  trout.  The  following  are  the  best  baskets  : 
— On  Drenane,  one  of  twenty-three ;  on  Cum- 
meravanig,  one  of  thirty-seven;  on  Coomcatcun, 
one  of  three  dozen  ;  and  on  Coomavoher,  one  of 
thirty- nine. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  "Longh.  Dergr  fKillaloa).— I  find 
that  the  301b.  salmon  killed  on  Mr.  F.  C.  Henry's 
water  on  the  day  of  his  arrival  from  Birmingham 
with  Mr.  Sidney  Mitchell  was  omitted  from  my 
record  last  week,  and  their  fishermen,  John  Lyons 
and  Richard  Johnson,  got  one  of  211b.  next  day. 
No  other  fish  killed  since.  Weather  too  bright  and 
water  rather  too  high.  Great  expectations  next 
week. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligfs. — Sport  has  been  pretty  good  at 
pollack  fishing  on  most  days,  the  best  takes  being 
had  west  of  Horse  Island.  Nothing  doing  among 
other  fish  so  far.  Mackerel  are  off  the  coast. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — Anglers  have  tried 
for  pollack,  but  have  not  been  very  successful  so 
far.  Spring  mackerel  have  appeared  in  the  district, 
but  none  have  been  had  by  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — We  are  at  the  present  moment 
enjoying  quite  summer  weather,  and  we  are  in 
hopes  that  it  will  last  through  the  Easter  holidays. 
The  spring  pollack  have  come  in  with  a  vengeance 
and  plenty  have  been  caught.  The  fisherman  who 
I  alluded  to  last  week  that  took  twenty-four  dozen 
in  one  day  was  in  on  Saturday  night,  and  he  told 
me  that  he  had  caught  over  a  hundred  dozen 
during  the  week.  The  mackerel  do  not  seem  so 
plentiful,  and  up  to  the  present  the  season  has  been 
a  failure,  but  they  may  come  on  at  any  time.  The 
bass  have  not  been  so  plentiful,  neither  have  the 
grey  mullet,  and  reports  from  the  Cornish  coast 
and  to  the  eastward  tell  us  also  that  sport  has  not 
been  so  good  during  this  week. — William  Heabdeb. 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Anqlinq  Society. 
Mr.  Barnes  prejided  at  a  committee  meeting  on 
April  3,  when  certain  correspondence  was  read  and 
discussed,  and  other  matters,  including  the  question 
of  putting  trout  and  rudd  into  the  water,  were  con- 
sidered, and  the  meeting  adjourned  until  April  19  at 
8  p.m.  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair  at  our 
meeting  on  April  4.  A  new  member  was  elected,  and 
a  nomination  for  membership  put  forward.  The 
attention  of  members  was  called  to  the  new  serv'ices 
of  trains  from  Paddington  and  >Iarylebone  to 
Denham,  etc.,  and  from  Marylobone  to  Rickmans- 
worth.  It  is  understood  that  brakes  will  be  nm, 
later  on,  from  Denham  Station  (close  to  Harefield 
Broadwater  and  Denham  Strait)  to  and  from  the 
Fisheries'  Hotel,  Harefield,  at  a  very  moderate 
charge  per  head.  I  have  to  record  the  capture  of 
two  nice  trout  by  members  on  April  8  —  namely, 
Mr.  Rod  bur,  a  good-shaped  fish  of  3lb.  12oz.,  at 
RiekraanKworth,  and  Mr.  Hailstone,  a  pretty  little 
fish  of  21b.  lOoz.  from  the  Herts  Colne.  Several 
good  perch  were  landed  from  the  Harefield  section, 
but  duly  returned. — E.  B. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on 
April  9,  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  presided.  Fishing  reports 
were  but  few.  However,  Mr.  J.  Warne,  at  Chertsey, 
had  taken  a  trout  of  21b.  2oz..  also  two  pike,  which 
were  returned  ;  whilst  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  had  taken 
small  dabs  at  Southend.  Several  very  amusing 
pictorial  post-cards  were  added  to  the  society's 
collection  by  an  anonymous  donor,  who  was  duly 
thanked — in  absentia.  After  an  amusing  discussion 
upon  various  questions  relative  to  fishing  waters, 
etc.,  the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman,  closed  a  very  interesting 
meeting.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that 
Tuesday,  April  24,  is  appointed  as  the  date  of  a 
special  smoking  concert,  when  friends  of  members 
are  cordially  invited. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  presided  over  the  committee  and 
Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond  the  ordinary  meeting  which 
followed  on  Tuesday  last.  The  dinner  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray,  F.  J.  Gray,  and 
S.  J.  Chasteney,  were  congratulated  on  the  success 
which  attended  the  dinner,  largely  due  as  it  was  to 
the  careful  arrangements  which  they  had  made. 
It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  those  who  were 
present  on  Tuesday  last  expressed  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  proceedings.  Anyway,  there  was  no 
hitch  whatever,  and  a  success  was  scored  both  as 
regards  numbers  present  and  the  entertainment 
provided.  The  opening  dinner  at  Chesham  on 
Saturday  passed  off  in  a  very  pleasant  manner. 
The  day  had  been  a  delightful  one,  and  when  the 
diimer  hour  arrived  good  appetites  and  good  temper 
seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  features.  The  fishing 
had  been  good,  every  member  having  taken  trout, 
some  of  which  were  good  specimens  of  what  the 
Chess  can  show.  Messrs.  A.  J.  and  H.  S.  Saunders 
and  F.  E.  Eldred  captured  some  nice  trout,  and 
the  prospects  for  the  season  are  of  the  brightest. 
The  trout  were  rising  to  a  very  small  Pale  Dun, 
and  if  the  present  bright  weather  prevails  none  but 
the  smallest  flies  and  finest  tackle  wiU  be  of  avail 
to  lure  these  well-educated  trout  into  the  landing- 
net.  The  hon.  sec.  will  be  at  Chesham  on  Saturday 
(April  14)  to  help  anyone  in  casting,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  these  lessons  to  be 
continued  throughout  the  season  on  Saturdays. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


Huddersfield  Angling  Association. 

This  society  has  just  completed  its  season's 
stocking  by  placing  a  quantity  of  very  fine  rainbow 
trout  in  Longwood  Reservoir.  The  fish  hailed  from 
Mr.  C.  W.  Wilson,  Rigmaden  Park,  Kirkby 
Lonsdale,  and  were  a  magnificent  lot,  many  of 
them  were  16  inches  long,  weighing  close  on  21b.  each. 
Four  hundred  Loch  Leven  two-year-olds.  600  5-inch 
to  8-inch  perch,  and  100  very  large  1  lb.  perch,  all 
from  Mr.  Thos.  Ford,  Caistor,  have  also  been 
placed  in  various  waters,  along  with  600  two-year- 
olds  from  Chirk  Fishery,  and  a  gift  of  500  yearlings 
from  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  have  made  up  quite 
a  respectable  number  for  a  small  club  with  a 
membership  of  only  forty  members.  Many  of  the 
members  assisted  in  placing  the  new  arrivals  in  the 
water,  in  case,  as  one  member  observed,  "  I  never 
see  them  again." — Thos.  W.  Toxey,  Hon.  Sec. 
Openshaw  Stab  Anglers. 

The  above  society  held  their  annual  "smoker" 
on  April  5  at  the  Church  Hotel,  Openshaw,  over 
100  members  and  friends  being  well  entertained 
by  the  following  artistes : — Messrs.  J.  Hunt,  T. 
Maguire,  R.  Hunt,  S.  Battersby,  D.  McCormick, 
W.  A.shworth,  J.  Sullivan,  F.  Brookes,  and  J. 
Inglefield.  Mr.  J.  Robley  ably  presided  over  the 
pianoforte.  Mr.  W.  Forrest,  president  of  the 
County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association,  ably  occupied 
the  chair.  Mr.  W.  Chogwin  proposed  and  Mr.  J. 
Chadwick  seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artistes. 
Mr.  W.  Machin  proposed  and  Mr.  B.  Richardson 
seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  which 
brought  a  very  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Turing  presided  over  Monday's  (April 
9)  meeting,  but  reports  of  successful  trout  fishing 
were  meagre.  At  Uxbridge.  several  undersized 
specimens  had  been  taken  and  put  back,  and  Mr. 
de  Courcy  had  a  nice  fish  of  1  lb.  7oz.  Mr.  A.  H. 
Dunn  hooked  and  lost  a  big  one,  and  on  examining 
his  hook  discovered  a  second  fly  hanging  to  it, 
whicli  a  previous  angler  had  lost  in  the  same  fish. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  a  brace  and  a  half  of  small  trout 
at  Thomey  Weir,  principally  with  a  dry  Zulu. 
From  Newbury  there  W£k3  no  news.  The  Lambourn 
opens  for  trout  fishing  on  April  13.  The  Grannom 
is  due  on  April  16,  and  the  rise  lasts  several  days. 
In  previous  years  the  fishing  with  copies  of  the 
Grannom  has  been  more  or  less  a  failure,  the  best 
fly  to  use  when  the  Grannom  has  been  fairly  well  up 
having  been  found  to  be  the  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear 
(light  pattern).  There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Easter  Monday,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  good  muster 
of  members  will  be  present  on  April  23  to  discuss 
the  forthcoming  Loch  Leven  competition. — Hon. 
Sec. 


WORCESTEKSHIRE  LAMPREYS. 


In  Latine  LampetroB  d  lambendo  petras,  from 
"licking  the  rocks,"  are  plentiful  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  counties  in  the  river  of  Severn.  A 
deformed  fish,  which,  for  the  many  holes  therein, 
one  would  conceive  nature  intended  it  rather  for  an 
instrument  of  musick  than  for  man's  food.  The 
best  manner  of  dressing  whereof,  saith  Camden, 
"  to  kill  it  in  Malmesey,  close  the  mouth  thereof 
with  a  nutmeg,  the  holes  with  so  many  cloves,  and 
when  it  is  rolled  up  round,  putting  in  thereto 
fijbard-nut-kernels  stamped,  crumbs  of  bread,  oyle, 
spices,  etc.  Others  (but  those  miao-lampreya)  doe 
adde,  that  after  all  this  cost,  even  cast  them  away, 
seeing  money  is  better  lost  than  health :  and  the 
meat  wUl  rather  be  delicious  than  wholesome,  the 
eating  whereof  cost  King  Henry  the  First  his  life. 
But,  by  their  favour,  that  king  did  not  dye  of 
Lampreys,  but -of  excess  in  eating  them  ;  and  I  am 
confident  the  Jews  might  surfeit  of  manna  itself,  if 
eating  thereof  above  due  proportion." — Fuller. 

In  Caesar's  time,  it  was  very  fashionable  to  keep 
lampreys  in  fish  ponds.  Many  curious  tales  are 
told  of  these  :  In  a  part  of  Lake  Baiae,  the  orator 
Hortensius  kept  one  in  a  pond,  he  was  so  tenderly 
attached  to  it  that  he  shed  tears  at  its  death. 
Another  was  to  be  seen  on  the  same  estate  wearing 
earrings,  which  some  admirer  had  bestowed  upon 
it.  Caesar  gave  away  six  thousand  of  them  to  his 
friends,  when  celebrating  one  of  his  triumphs. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  is  not  the  common 
lamprey  with  which  we  are  so  familiar,  but  a  much 
larger  fish,  common  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  once 
only,  so  far  as  we  know,  taken  on  our  coasts, 
called  scientifically  the  "  murrey,"  from  its  ancient 
patron  Murena.  It  is  exceedingly  fierce  ;  and  great 
enmity,  according  to  Pliny,  subsisted  between  it 
and  the  conger  eel,  which  shews  itself  in  attempts 
to  bite  off  each  other's  tails  ! 

Murena  flung  condemned  slaves  to  them  in  hia 
fish  ponds,  and  beheld  the  unhappy  men  torn  in 
pieces  by  them.  This  fish  could  live  indifferently 
in  salt  or  fresh  water. — Chambers'  Journal,  1877.  , 
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GUIDE  TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


{We  shall  be  glad  if  anyone  will  jpoint  out  any  inaccuracies  in  this  list.) 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Bbown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick. — Habdy  Beos.,L.  &  N.British 
Works. 


Dundee. — J.  EisoN,  40,  Dock-street. 
S.  Emslie,  20,  Barrack- street. 
J.  R.  Gow  &  Sons,  12,  Union-street. 


Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 


Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chambeblain. 
Ashbourne. — D.  akd  W.  H.  Fosteb. 
Athlone. — F.  Beowne,  Bridge-street. 


Ayr,  N.B. 

gate. 


W.  McOrrick,  72,  Sand- 


Sallater. — Geo.  Smith. 


Barnard  Castle. — G.  B.  Richardson. 


Barnstaple,  N".  Devon. — J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Barrow-in-FTirness. — E.  Clifton,  35, 

Strand^  

Bath. — R.  Chambebs,  22,  Walcott-street. 


Beceles. — R.  Tilney  &  Son. 

Belfast.  —  J.  BiBADDELL  ■  &  Son,  21, 
Castle-place. 

Bettws-y-Coed. — Pakby. 


Birmingham. — C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas- 
street,  Vaughan-street. 

Reuben  Heaton,  Aston  New  Town. 

J.  Keelesg,  7,  Digbeth. 

T.  Kendrick,  89,  Lichfield-road. 

James  Morgan,  2i,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

NrTTiNG  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-square. 

W.  H.  Rydeb  &  Sons,  1,  Porchester-st. 

The  "  CoMPLEAT  Angleb,"  30-32, 
Worcester-street. 


Bishop  Auckland.— W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 


Blackburn. — James  Gbegson,  Penny- 
street. 


Blairgowrie,  IT.B. — J.  Cbockaet  & 
Son. 


Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 


Bradford. — 53,  Tyrrel-street 
Steel 


Brechin.  —  Wm. 

street. 

Bridgend.— R.  H. 
Queen-street. 


15,  Church- 
Dyee,  19   &  20, 


Bridport. — Joseph  Gundby  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. , 
William  James. 
Geobge  Kenway. 
W.  Tucker. 


&    Co.,  48, 


Bristol.  —  O'Handlen 
Victoria-street. 

BuHth  "Wells. — Septimus  Pbice,  12, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire. — J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Callander. — ^William  Imeie. 

Cardiff. — E.  Richardson,  "  Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 

Carlisle. — R.  Steono,  Castle-street. 

Castle  ConnelL — J.  Enright  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham.  —  James    Ogden,  28, 
Winchcomb-street. 
Ogden  &  Scotfobd,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon.— J.  B.  Tbuman. 

Clitheroe. — J.  Robinson,  3;  Wesleyan- 

road.   

Darlington.— J.  F.  Smythe. 


Edinburgh. — R.  Andeeson  &  Sons, 
Princes-street. 
Habdy  Bros.,  5,  South  St.  David- 
street. 

R.  Turnbull,  10  &  12,  Hanover-street. 


Eton. — Cecil  Howlett. 
Bambridge. 


Exeter. — Miss  Osborne,  251,  High-st. 
E.  F.  Pbickman,  189,  High-street. 

Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Pairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Buhge. 

Wilson, 


Famworth.  —  Nathan 
Queen-street. 


26, 


Fife. — John  Martin  &  Co.,  Cellardyke. 
Fochabers,  N.B. — Geobge  Lipp. 


Glasgow.  —  James  Buchanan,  Dale- 
street. 

W.  HoBTON,  98,  Buchanan-street. 


Great  Yarmouth. — T.  H.  Budds,  2, 
Howard-street. 
E.  Hannant,  102,  Market-gates. 
H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 


Halifax. — Moeeow  &  Co.,  22,  Horton- 
street. 


Hanley,  Staffs. —F.  W.  iDale,  85 
Stafford-street. 


Hastings. — A.  C. 

Buildings. 


Dowsett,  10,  York 


Hawick. — R.  Ceaik,  Bourtree-plaoe. 

Henley-on-Thames. — Stanley  Mead, 
Duke-street. 

Hereford.- T.  Cooke,  Maylord-st. 


Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-place. 


Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 
F.  Cable,  7,  Midland-street. 


Hungerford. — Freeman  Begs.,  Bridge- 
street. 


Inverness.  —  J.  Geaham  &  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 
W.  A.  Macleay  &  Son,  65,  Church-st. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Kelso. — J.  Forrest  &  Sons. 


Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-at. 


Dublin. — Martin  Kelly,  Sackville-st. 
Mrs.  Gabsett,  "  Angler's  Resort," 
Cramptoo-court,  Dame-street. 

Dumfries,     N.B.  —  Elmslie,  20, 

Barrack-street. 
J.  Jackson,  4,  Queen-square. 
James  Maxwell,  33,  N.  Drumlanrig- 

street. 
Wm.  McCall  a  Co. 
David  JLcMillak,  6,  Friars  Vennel. 
Wm.  McMillan,  8,  Whitesands. 


Killarney. — ^T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 
Killin,  N.B. — H.  Hobwood. 


Kilmarnock,  N.B.  —  McCeivick  & 
Sons. 


Klngsbridge,  S.  Devon.— S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

King's  Lynn. — Thos.  Clough  &  Son. 


Wil- 


Kingston-on-Thames.  —  J.  E. 

lingham,  35,  High-street. 

Kirkcaldy,  N.B. — Messrs.  A.  &  J. 
Mill,  339,  High-street. 


Langholm. — J6EANDERSON,59,High-st. 


Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  Lands-lane. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street. 
F.  M.  Walbean,  38a,  Wellington-st. 


Leicester.— H.  Claek  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 

Leyburn,  Yorks.— J.  P.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 


Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 


Lincoln. — M.  Barnes,  l,|St.  Swithin's- 
square. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 


London. — F.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street, 

Walton-street,  S.W. 
Ben   Abrahams,    25,    Silver  -  street. 

Netting  Hill,  W. 
Army  and  Navy  Stores,  Victoria- 
street,  S.W. 
W.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
'    smith-street,    Wood-streot,  E.G. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Benetpink  &  Co.,  89,  90, 107  &  108, 

Cheapside,  E.C. 
J.  Beenabd  &  Son,  45,  Jermyn-street, 

St.  James'. 
C.  J.  Beown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Cabteb  &  Co.,  371,  St.  John-street, 

E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 
Town. 

Eaton  &  Dellee,  6  &  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Faelow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
FoEBEST  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 
J.    GiLLETT,    40,    Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 
Habdy  Beos.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 

61,  Pall  Mall. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
HoLBBOw  &  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  St. 

James',  S.W. 
HOLEOYD   Beos.,    59,  Gracechurch- 

street,  E.C. 
W.  F.    Homee,    157,  Forest  -  lane, 

Forest  Gate,  E. 
G.  Little  &  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
J.    W.    Martin,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-square,  N.W. 
Ogden    Smith,    24,  Knightsbridge, 

Hyde  Park  Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  &  Son,  40,  Gray's  Lm-road, 

W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
Mrs.  SowEBBUTTS,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

—  Spareow,  121,  Goswell-road,  E.C. 
A.  J.  Spashott, 55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
F.. T.Williams  &  Co.,  "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel, — C.  Geach,  Fanoy^Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Bboad,  Queen-street. 


Nottingham. — S.  Dale,  7,  St,  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theakee,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  &  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford. — James  Inneb,  42,  Queen-st. 

Peebles.— William  Dodds,  7,  Eastgate. 


Perth. — P.  D.  Malloch,  New  Scott- 
street. 

P.  Maclagan,  33,  County-place. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
0.  &  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Heaeder  &  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 


Portloe. — J.  W.  Johns,  nr.  Grampound* 


Macclesfield.- J.  H.  Fbarn,  38,  Ches- 
tergate. 


Machynlleth. — B.  Peaece,  Coventry 
House. 


Manchester. — W.  Chambebs  &  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 

12  &  14,  Moult-street,  Cross-street. 
R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 


Margate. — G. 

street. 


R.  Palmee,  7,  Broad- 


Melrose,  N.B. — Wm.  Bbown,  High- 
street. 


Merthyr   Tydfil.— Gay  &  Son,  97, 
Pontmorlais. 
V.  A.  Wills,  3a,  Victoria-street. 


Monmouth. — G.  F.  iHaeeis,  8,  Mon- 
mouth-street. 


Newark. — D.  Slatee,  Stodman-street. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 

Mdeton,  87,  Grey-street.  [Wholesale 
&  Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 


^  Newtown,  N.  Wales.  —  Feed.  W. 

Liverpool.— G.  Holland  &  Sons,  14,  Cooke,  Short  Bridge-street. 

Castle-street  Arcade,  Cook-street. 


W.  Ramsbottom,  14b,  North  John- 1  Newton  Stewart.— Wm.  Eeskine. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street.  |  Norwich. — A.  J.  Rood,  54,  London-st. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street,         ]    J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 


Beading. — J.  Peeby  &_Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch. — S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfred  Booker  &  Co.,  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWARD  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  &  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Wyebs  Freres,  Continental  Works. 


Rhayader   (Radnorshire).  —  H.  R. 

Phatt,  West-street. 


Rhyl. — Roberts. 


Richmond-on- Thames.  —  Gaynoe  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
Eveeard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — R.  Metcalfe,  5, 
Market-place. 
Chas.  Spencer,  Finkle-street. 

Rothbury. — W.  Mavin. 
J.  Soulsby. 


St.  Boswells,  N.B. — J.  Thompson. 

Salisbury. — A.  Chambeelain,  Market- 
X^lace. 

Sanquhar. — R.  McMillan,  34,  High- 
street. 

Scarborough.  —  Feank    Rhodes,  5, 
North-street. 
Wm.  J.  Claeke,  44,  Hmtress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  &  Macpheeson 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  &  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Stafford.— P.  T.  Dale,  11,  Greengate- 
street. 


Stirling.- 

street. 


-D.  Cbockaet  &  Sons,  King- 


Swansea. — B.  Evans  &  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 


Tauntom — Geobge  Hinton,  Fore-st. 
Thornhill,  N.B. — James  Maxwell. 
Thrapston. — A.  Babgh,  Bridge-st. 

Tobermory,  N.B. 

lachlan. 


Miss  F.  Mac- 


Torrington,    N.    Devon.  —  J. 

Bastaed,  Torridge  House. 


D. 


Twickenham. — F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7, 
London-road. 


Uppingham,  Rutlands. 

Andrews,  High-street. 


•J.  L. 


Winchester. — Chalkley,  The  Square. 

Wolverhampton. — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 


Worcester.  —  Louis 
Bridge-street. 


F.   HiGGS,  20, 


York.— H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy-gate. 
Shaw,  Market-street. 
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The  finger  of  God  hath  touched  (he  earth. 

And  it  starts  from  its  slumber  in  smiling  mirth. 

Behold,  it  awakes  in  ths  bird  and  tree. 

In  the  springing  flower  and  the  sprouting  tree. 

And  the  leaping  trout,  and  the  lapsing  stream, 

And  the  south-wind  soft  and  the  warm  sunbeam  : 

From  the  sward  beneath,  and  the  boughs  above. 

Come  the  scent  of  flowers  and  the  sounds  of  love. 

Then  liaste  thee  hither,  and  join  thy  voice 

With  a  world's  that  shouts,  "  Rejoice  I    Rejoice  !  " 

— MoiB. 


A  Generous  Gift  to  Akglebs. 
Mb.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  sends  the  following  welcome  informa- 
tion:—"Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey,  of  'The  Leas,' 
Denham,  Uxbridge,  gave  to  the  Anglers'  Association 
a  splendid  lot  of  coarse  fish  netted  from  his  trout 
fishery  ;  they  were  transferred  from  his  water  and 
turned  into  the  association's  private  waters,  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal,  at  Langley,  near  Slough,  on 
Saturday,  April  7.  The  total  number  of  fish  was 
892,  and  consisted  of  fine  pike  up  to  101b.  weight, 
bream  of  31b.  and  41b.,  and  perch,  chub,  roach,  and 
dace  ;  some  of  the  roach  scaled  nearly  21b.  each,  the 
average  weight  being  about  lOoz.  The  members 
greatly  appreciate  Mr.  Gilbey's  generosity,  and  have 
tendered  him  their  most  sincere  thanks." 


A  BOOK  of  poems  by  an  old  correspondent  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  F.  S.  Perkin,  of  which  a  notice 
was  given  some  weeks  ago  by  the  "  Amateur  Angler, " 
has  been  graciously  accepted  by  His  Majesty  the 
King. 


This  is  from  the  Aberdeen  Express  : — "  Sir, — The 
law  of  trout  fishing,  as  I  understand  it,  is  that  anyone 
fishing  on  reserved  waters  for  trout  can  be  brought 
up  for  trespass  ;  but  keepers,  etc.,  have  no  right  to 
meddle  with  the  angler's  tackle  or  touch  a  fin  of 
the  trout  which  he  has  caught.  I  believe  that  if  an 
angler  walks  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  he  may  take 
a  wheelbarrowful  of  trout  if  he  will,  and  cannot  even 
be  touched  for  trespass.  It  would  be  well  if  an  action 
were  raised  in  the  Small  Debt  Court  for  the  value  of 
the  trout  stolen  by  the  keepers  in  the  case  mentioned 
by  your  correspondent.  The  lairds  have  no  more 
natural  right  to  the  fish  in  streams  than  they  have 
to  the  air  or  the  stars  in  the  heavens.  Therefore, 
when  they  and  their  agents  go  beyond  their  legal 
rights  in  angling  matters,  they  should  be  exposed 
and  punished. — am,  etc.,       "  Woem  Fisher." 


Owns  the  Soil  of  River  Bed. 
A  CASE  affecting  the  fishing  rights  of  the  River 
Soar  came  before  the  Leicester  county  magistrates 
recently.  The  defendant,  Vernon  Blount,  a  young 
basket-maker,  was  summoned  for  taking  three 
roach,  value  6d.,  the  property  of  Sir  Archdale 
Palmer,  from  the  River  Soar.  By  virtue  of  a  con- 
veyance dated  May  15,  1625,  which  was  read  in 
court,  Sir  Archdale  claims  the  sole  right  of  taking 
fish  from  this  particular  river  in  the  parish  of  Wanlip. 
The  bench  held  that  Sir  Archdale  had  established 
his  ownership  to  the  soil  of  the  river  bed  at  the 
point  in  question,  and  they  fined  defendant  (who 
was  not  on  Sir  Archdale's  land  when  he  caught  the 
fish)  £1,  including  costs. 


A  PAMPHLET  having  for  its  title  "  Anglo-Saxon 
Amity  "  is  to  hand,  and  it  surely  touches  a  matter 
near  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Englishmen  all  the 
world  over.  The  writer,  Mr.  J.  S.  Willison,  editor 
of  the  Toronto  News,  deals  eloquently  and  earnestly 
with  his  subject,  the  main  issue  of  which  is  that 
"  the  friendship  existing  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  may  be  sincere  and  perma- 
nent." In  clear  and  concise  manner,  Mr.  Willison 
shows  how  much  this  good  feeling  can  be  and  is 
fostered  by  Canadians — both  those  resident  in 
Canada  and  those  living  in  the  U.S.A. — and  from 
the  pamphlet  it  is  evident  that  in  this,  more  perhaps 
than  in  any  other  way,  is  the  cordial  understanding 
between  the  Empire  and  the  American  Republic  to 
be  increased,  fostered,  and  strengthened  from  day 
to  day,  month  to  month,  and  year  to  year. 


A  Merry-go-Round. 

A  MAN  had  been  sent  by  the  house  agents  to  take 
an  inventory  of  the  drawing-room  furniture.  He 
was  so  long  about  hi^  task  that  at  last  the  mistress 
of  the  house  went  to  see  what  was  taking  place. 
She  found  the  man  slumbering  sweetly  on  the  sofa 
with  aa  empty  bottle  beside  him ;  it  was  evident, 
however,  that  he  had  made  a  pathetic  though 
solitary  attempt  to  do  his  work,  for  in  the  inventory 
book  was  written,  "One  revolving  carpet." — San 
Francisco  News-Letter. 


Stxt^l  Another  Fishino  Yarn. 
Mr.  R.  Warren  Vernon  writes : — "  I  can  quite 
believe  in  the  poasibility  of  the  Irish  yarn  which 
you  printed  in '  Occasional  Notes '  of  April  7.  Some 
years  ago,  a  cousin  of  mine  and  I  were  trailing  for 
salmon  in  the  Mandal  river,  in  Norway,  which  then 
belonged  to  my  father.  My  cousin  was  a  lazy  fisher- 
man,  and  was  not  minding  his  rod.  All  of  a  sudden 
a  good  fish  got  on,  and  whisked  his  rod  out  of  the 
boat.  It  was  rather  a  broad  pool,  and  not  very  suit- 
able for  fly  fishing,  and  we  were  fishing  it  because  the 
regular  '  Fos  '  Pool  above  was  in  spate.  A  few 
weeks  after,  my  father  fished  the  same  pool  and 
hooked  a  fish,  and  landed  to  play  it.  When^the 
salmon  was  a  few  yards  from  the  bank,  there  was 
an  unusual  resistance,  and  old  Hans  Olsen,  our 
boatman,  called  out,  '  Stangen  !  Stangen  1 '  (the 
rod,  the  rod)  ;  and  so  it  was.  The  salmon  swam 
under  the  rod,  and  the  end  of  it  was  my  father  got 
his  salmon  and  my  cousin's  rod." 


The  banquet,  concert,  ball,  and  distribution  of 
prizes  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  which  will 
be  held  on  April  28  at  the  Cercle  Fran^ais,  is 
assuming  gigantic  proportions.  The  committee 
and  stewards,  with  the  assistance  of  Hon.  Sec. 
Jacobs,  are  devoting  all  their  energies  to  make  the 
occasion  worthy  of  the  society. 


In  the  Fishing  Port. 
Down  by  the  sea  wall  going. 

Where  the  bare-legged  babies  play; 
Where  the  tides  are  always  fiowmg, 

And  the  dories  rock  all  day. 
Over  the  edge  of  the  breaker. 

Far  out  across  the  bay; 
White  acre  after  acre. 

You  see  the  foam  wreaths  play. 

White  as  the  foam  wreaths  flying 

Between  the  blue  and  the  blue,  ; 
The  sails  of  the  ships  are  l3ang, 

Smitten  by  sunshine  through. 
Till  the  darkness  falls  and  the  shadows 

Slip  on  from  sky  to  sky. 
And  over  the  dim  sea  meadows 

The  winds  begin  to  sigh. 

And  the  stars  in  their  shrouds  of  sorrow 

Drown  slowly  spark  by  spark 
While  the  shattering  surges  borrow 

Their  glimmer  of  ghostly  cark. 
And  the  brow  of  the  storm's  pale  anger 

Leans  up  the  sea,  and  hark. 
What  voices  and  cries  and  clangor 

Leap  out  of  the  deep  and  the  dark ! 
Then,  with,  heavenly  soft  erasure 

Of  all  the  ruin  and  wrack. 
The  morning  with  rose  and  with  azure 

Sweeps  over  the  tempest  track. 
And,  the  glass  by  wan  hands  lifted 

From  housetop  and  window  crack. 
The  wild  of  the  wave  is  sifted. 

For  the  sail  that  comes  not  back. 

For  the  wife  forsakes  her  pillow 

For  the  phantom  that  shoreward  creeps. 
And  the  lad  feels  the  call  of  the  billow 

Cry  to  him  while  he  sleeps, 
A  part  of  the  mighty  tillage 

That  death  the  deathless  reaps. 
The  heart  of  the  fishing  village 

Beats  out  on  the  sunlit  deeps. 

— Harpers  Weekly. 


The  Windermere  and  District  Angling  Association 
will  hold  a  fishing  competition  on  Lake  Windermere 
on  Saturday,  April  21 ;  five  prizes  will  be  given  for 
the  heaviest  baskets,  and  in  addition  there  will  be 
money  prizes  for  the  boatmen  accompanying  the 
prize-winners.  At  5.30,  after  the  competition,  the 
annual  general  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Old 
England  Hotel,  Bowness-on- Windermere,  for  the 
transaction  of  important  business. 


Mb.  F.  E.  Eldred,  the  genial  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Gresham  Anglers,  will  be  at  Chesham  on 
Saturday  (AprQ  14)  to  give  some  "tips"  in  the 
art  of  fly  casting.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  these  lessons  to  be  continued  throughout  the 
season  on  Saturdays.  There  are  some  good  trout  in 
the  society's  waters,  and  proficiency  in  casting  will 
aid  materially  in  getting  some  of  them  out. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Watford  Piscators,  held 
on  Friday  evening  last,  at  the  Maiden  Hotel,  was  a 
pronounced  success.  Mr.  Lewis  Evans  presided, 
and  was  supported  by  a  large  and  influential  com- 
pany. I  am  sorry  I  was  prevented  from  attending, 
as  I  hear  that  I  lost  a  treat.  However,  I  shall  refer 
to  the  happy  function  next  week,  as  particulars  are 
only  just  to  hand.  ^ 


New  Sea  Anghno  SociETr, 
Mention  was  made  recently  of  a  new  angling 
society  called  the  Nore,  whose  headquarters  are  the 
Grand  Pier  Hotel,  Southend.  I  now  hear  from  the 
hon.  sec,  Mr.  H.  Summers,  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  where  tackle  can  be  left  and  accommoda- 
tion obtained  at  reasonable  terms.  Boats  and  baita 
may  also  be  had  at  prices  to  suit  all  comers.  The 
club  is  formed  for  sea  angling  only.  The  only 
prizes  given  will  be  the  usual  challenge  cup  and 
medals  for  specimen  fish  taken  throughout  the  year. 


Odds  and  Ends. 

"  G.  D.  M."  writes :  "  I  once  lived  in  Manchester 
and  Birmingham,  and  on  several  occasions  visited 
Bala  Lake.  I  never  caught  anything  worth  having 
myself,  but  certainly  saw  a  few  good  pike,  trout, 
and  perch  taken.  About  ten  or  eleven  years  ago, 
in  October,  I  saw  a  young  lady  catch  an  eel  weigh- 
ing 71b.  with  a  minnow  while  perch  fishing  from  a 
boat ;  also  the  same  week  a  man  (who  they  called 
the  '  Mole  Catcher  ')  caught  a  grayling  of  l|lb.  just 
as  the  Dee  leaves  the  lake.  I  thought  this  might 
interest  some  of  your  readers." 

*  *  *  *  * 

"  It  don't  pay  to  be  kind  to  pets,"  said  Johnny. 
"  I  filled  the  goldfish  globe  up  with  milk  one  day, 
and  the  fish  all  died."  [That  was  because  the 
water  was  slightly  coloured,  perhaps.] 

*  »  *  •  • 

The  water  is  so  clear  ia  the  fiords  of  Norway 
that  objects  IJin.  in  diameter  can  be  distinctly 
seen  at  a  depth  of  150ft.  The  Thames  is  occa- 
sionally so  thick  that  you  could  stand  your  fork 
upright  in  it. 

*  »  *  *  « 

It  is  said  carp  may  be  taken  on  hook  and  line  in 
cloudy,  but  not  in  clear,  water  after  baiting  the 
water  with  ground  bait,  and  baiting  the  hook  with 
sweet  paste.  This,  says  the  American  Fishing 
Gazette,  wiU  surprise  the  anglers  throughout  the 
coiintry  that  have  been  doing  everything  possible 
to  exterminate  them.  They  are  also  said  to  be 
hard  to  land,  being  good  fighters. 


Monument  to  a  Fish. 

I  have  always  been  given  to  understand  that  in 
the  "good  old  days"  fish  were  too  plentiful  to 
mourn  their  decease,  or  to  erect  tombstones  to 
their  memory.  However,  I  gather  from  a  photo- 
graph by  Figgures,  Lymington,  which  appeared  in 
a  contemporary,  that  there  is  to  be  seen  an  "  old 
fish "  tombstone  in  the  garden  of  Fish  Cottage, 
Blockley,  a  picturesque  village  in  South  Worcester- 
shire. The  tablet  is  believed  to  be  the  only  fish's 
tombstone  in  existence.  The  inscription  is  as 
follows : — 

In  Memory  of  the  Old  Fish. 
Under  the  soil  the  old  Fish,  do,  lie. 
Twenty  years,  he,  lived  and  then,  did,  die.  J 
He  was  so  tame  you,  vmderstand 
He  would,  come,  and  eat,  out,  of,  our,  hand.  ' 
Died  AprU  the  20th,  1855. 
Aged  20  years. 


An  Unappreciated  Present. 

Aunt  :  "  Yes,  Johnny,  Santa  Claus  brought  you  s 
baby  brother."  Johnny :  "  Great  Scott !  Another 
present  that  ain't  any  use." — Harper's  Bazaar, 


A  NOVEL  scheme  for  ridding  the  River  Dee  (Welsh 
and  English)  of  pike  has  just  been  inaugurated 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  says 
the  Field.  A  notice  has  been  issued  offering  prizes 
for  the  largest  catches  of  pike  between  February  1 
last  and  February  1,  1907,  in  that  portion  of  the 
Dee  situated  between  the  Chester  Weir  and  Farn- 
don.  A  prize  of  a  sovereign  is  offered  for  the 
heaviest  weight  of  pike  caught  in  that  period,  half 
a  sovereign  for  the  greatest  number  of  pike  landed, 
and  a  similar  award  for  the  heaviest  individual 
pike.  The  mode  of  fishing  may  be  by  rod  and  line, 
by  trailing  from  a  boat,  by  trimmers,  or  by  fixed 
lines. 


Where  shall  I  spend  the  Easter  Holidays  ?  Can't 
say.  Much  depends  upon  the  weather.  Grave 
complaints  are  being  made  of  the  low  and  clear 
state  of  the  various  rivers,  and  rain  is  fervently 
wished  for.  For  the  benefit  of  the  thousands  of 
non-anglers  whose  only  opportunity  of  getting  a 
breath  of  fresh  air  is  at  holiday  time  I  sincerely 
hope  it  will  not  rain.  But,  rain  or  no  rain,  fish  or 
no  fish,  we  will  take  things  as  they  come;  the 
weather  is  fortunately  beyond  control,  or,  at  any 
rate,  not  to  be  influenced  by  Dragnet. 
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Xke  Smolce  tliat  Satisfies. 

"L  extravagance  de  la  per/ection/' 

T®rt©ise-slhiell 

MilJ.  5  J.  t>er  ox.  /TO  jt 

pow.:4M  r  °'  M  nxMire 

roJ>ular, *t2d. per  oz# 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Brinck  o{  tk«  Im|>ein>l  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain 
Ireland)  Ltd.,  It> 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

~    v  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  H  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  tlrm  this  year. . 

The  Angler jvhoJiasJiOT 

fiUl  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 

ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

N  EWCASTLE-ON-TYN  E. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE.   

Our  Speciat 

"  Northumbrian " 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  grcenhcart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/-  ;  lift.,  22/-  ;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
IGft.,  40/- ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  18ft.,  50/- 

Ouf  Noted 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

STOGKINGS  AND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.      Best  Value  in  the  Market. 
Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout  antt  Loch 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  ana 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 

Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "  Anglers' Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  A7MURT0N7""Ts;r^^"^ 

8  &  10,  Grainger  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


WADERS, 


OUR  NOTED 
FISHING 


WALBRAN.  LIMITED, 


bog  to  thank  thoir  numerous  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  their  kind 
patronage  accorded  in  the  past,  and  to  assure  them  of  their  careful  attention  to 
detail  in  all  future  orders. 


TWO  REALLY  PRACTICAL  THINGS. 


WALBRAN'S 
"PRACTICAL"  FLY  BOOK. 

Contains    printed    directions  for 
using  48  patterns  of  trout  and 
grayling    flies,    with  parchment 
pockets    for    casts,    two  strong 
leather  pockets  at  the  ends,  slips 
for  scissors,  &c. 
Bound  in  strong  pigskin,  12/6. 
Fitted  also  with  a  double  page  of 
G.S.  clips  for  eyed  flies,  15/-  (a 
new  pattern). 
Bound  in  brown  canvas,  8/6. 
If  fitted  with  J  doz.  each  fly,  30/- 
and  26/-  respectively. 


WALBRAN'S  "HOLDALL." 

This  convenient  article  is  intended  for  the 
conveyance  of  waders,  brogues,  socks, 
mackintosh,  &c.  It  is  perfectly  waterproof, 
and  made  of  the  strongest  brown  duck ; 
inside  are  two  pockets  for  small  articles, 
strongly  bound  with  leather,  strong  leather 
handles.    Price  15/- 


Send  address  for  Illustrated 
Catalogue  free. 


ONLY  ADDRESS— 


38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

General  Manager-FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  ("  Halcyon.") 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACMB  WORKS, 

NeiArarlt-orL- Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  jfitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3f  inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Vahie  39/6  for  35/- 


Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE, 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania 
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EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston, 
Broad  Street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the 
day  until  Monday,  April  10,  inclusive,  so  that 
passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so 
at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of 
the  trains,  and  so  avoid  the  crush  ^t  the  stations. 
Ordinary  and  tourist  tickets,  dated  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  passengers,  can  also  be  obtained 
at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays 
excepted)  at  the  town  receiving  offices  of  the  com- 
pany. Additional  express  trains  will  be  run  and 
special  arrangements  made  in  connection  with  the 
London  and  North-Westorn  passenger  trains  for 
the  Easter  holidays.  Tourist  tickets,  available  for 
six  calendar  months,  are  issued  daily  to  North, 
South,  and  Central  Wales,  Blackpool,  Morecambe^ 
Windermere,  and  other  Seaside  and  Inland  Watering 
Places.  Week-end  tickets,  which  are  usually 
issued  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  will  (for  the 
Easter  holidays)  be  issued  also  on  Thursday, 
April  12.  There  are  also  special  day  excursions 
from  Euston  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
to  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Coventry,  etc. 
Tickets  cim  be  obtained  at  the  stations  and  also  at 
the  town  offices  and  agencies  of  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  Company. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave 
,  Victoria  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  14, 
and  Svmday,  April  15  :  returnmg  at  12.5  or 
7.10  p.m.  on  Easter  Monday.  Cheap  rotiirn 
tickets,  available  for  eight  days,  will  be  issued 
from  Victoria  to  Boulogne  from  April  12  to  16 
inclusive,  available  by  the  10  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m. 
services.  The  Casino  at  Boulogne  will  be  open 
from  April  12  to  17,  inclusive.  Similar  tickets 
will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.5  a.m. 
and  9.5  p.m.  services,  from  Cannon-street.  On 
Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Easter  Monday, 
special  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and 
Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais, 
Boulogne  and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from 
April  11  to  10,  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days. 
Special  cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amster- 
dam, The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  ina 
Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  April 
11  to  10,  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn 
at  9.42  a.m.  Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to 
Ostend  will  be  issued  from  April  11  to  16  inclusive. 
During  the  holidays  the  Continental  services  will 
run  as  usual,  with  the  exception  that  services  will 
not  be  run  from  and  to  Charing  Cross.  The  home 
arrangements  are  as  follows  : — Return  tickets  to 
Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill, 
Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sand- 
wich, Deal,  Walmer,  Dover.  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe, 
Hythe,  Sandgate  and  New  Roinney  (Littlestone-on- 
Sea),  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain  trains 
on  Tliursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  April  12,  13, 
and  14,  available  to  return  on  April  15,  16,  and  17, 
by  any  train  (mail  and  boat  expresses  excepted). 
Cheap  day  excursions  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
Monday  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
stations  to  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville  Gardens), 
Ashford,  Canterbury.  Deal.  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birching- 
ton, Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sand- 
gate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.  On  Easter  Monday  a 
special  cheap  day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.  and  London 
Bridge  9.30  a.m.,  and  a  cheap  half-day  excursion 
will  also  be  run  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  11.50  a.m.,  Waterloo  11.53 
a.m.,  London  Bridge  11.58  a.m.,  and  New  Cross 
12.6  p.m.  Cheap  return  tickets  from  London  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  (high  level)  on  Bank  Holiday, 
including  admission.  Full  particulars  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  home  excursions,  extension  of  time 
for  certain  retvirn  tickets,  alterations  in  train 
services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday 
programme  and  bills. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  period  tickets  will  be  issued  from  Waterloo 
Station  by  fast  excursion  trains,  leaving  at  con- 
venient times,  to  Bournemouth  (the  English 
Riviera),  Swanage,  Southampton,  Isle  of  Wight, 
Portsmouth,  Southsea,  Salisbury,  Winchester, 
Brockenhurst  (for  New  Forest),  Portland,  Dor- 
(thester,  Weymouth,  Lyme  Regis,  Sidmouth, 
Budleigh  Salterton,  Seaton,  Exmouth,  Exeter, 
Tavistock,  and  Okehampton  (for  Dartmoor), 
Plymouth,  Launceston,  Camelford,  Bude,  Padstow, 
Bodmin,  Newquay,  Bideford  (for  Westward  Ho), 
Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Barnstaple,  Burnham,  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  etc.  The  cheap  week-end  tickets 
will  be  issued  on  the  Thursday  before  Easter 


as  well  as  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday, 
available  to  return  any  day  to  following  Tuesday 
inclusive.  Special  fast  "  five-shilling  "  day  excur- 
sions will  run  to  Bournemouth  on  Good  Friday, 
Easter  Sunday  and  Monday  ;  also  a  "  six-shilling  " 
express  day  trip  to  Weymouth,  etc.,  on  Easter 
Monday.  Fourteen-day  excursion  tickets  will 
be  issued  to  Paris,  and  to  the  French  Coast  for 
Normandy,  Brittany,  etc.,  the  sea  passage  from 
Southampton  being  about  five  hours,  in  the  Com- 
pany's luxuriously-fitted  vessels. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
Tlie  Great  Central  Railway  Company  are  offering 
admirable  and  ample  facilities  to  those  desirous 
of  spending  Eastertide  at  places  reached  by  their 
picturesque  and  comfortable  route.  Excursions  are 
announced  from  London  (Marylebone),  suburban 
stations,  Woolwich  and  Greenwich,  to  all  the  prin- 
cipal towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  North-East  and  North-West 
(,'oast  watering-places,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
Special  fast  trains  will  leave  Marylebone  at  con- 
venient times  for  all  parts  on  Thursday,  April  12, 
and  at  midnight  an  additional  express  will  be  run 
from  Marylebone  and  Harrow  to  the  Midlands, 
Yorkshire,  and  Lancashire. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  the  Cornish 
Riviera,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel  Islands, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South  Wales,  Ire- 
land, the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Shrop- 
shire, Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.  On  Good  Friday 
a  day-trip  exciu"sion  train  will  be  run  to  Theale, 
Newbury,  Hungerford,  Marlborough,  Savemake, 
Pewsey,  Woodborough,  Devizes,  Kemble,  Ciren- 
cester, Brimscombe,  Stroud,  Gloucester,  Chelten- 
ham, and  other  stations.  On  Saturday  an 
excursion  train  will  rvm  to  Bridgend,  Swansea, 
Carmarthen,  New  Milford,  and  other  stations 
in  South  AVales,  Cirencester,  BrimscombO; 
Stonehouse,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Monmouth, 
Hereford,  Newnham,  Lydney,  etc.  On  Easter 
Monday  an  excursion  to  Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Oxford,  Banbury,  etc. 
Also  on  Easter  Monday  an  express  non-stop  ex- 
cursion (with  period  bookings)  will  be  run  to  Weston- 
super-Mare  from  Paddington  at  8.20  a.m. 

BRIGHTON  AND   SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 

A  special  fourteen-day  excursion  to  Dieppe, 
Rouen  and  Paris  will  be  run  ttia  the  Newhaven- 
Dieppe  Royal  Mail  route,  through  the  charming 
scenery  of  Normandy  and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine. 
The  tickets  will  be  issued  by  the  express  night 
service  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  evenings, 
April  12,  13,  14.  Special  cheap  return  tickets 
to  Dieppe  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  Friday, 
Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday,  April  12  to  16, 
available  for  return  on  any  day  up  to  and 
including  the  following  Tuesday.  At  Dieppe  the 
Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holidays.  On  Good 
Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Monday,  trains  at  day 
excursion  fares  will  be  run  from  London  to  Brighton, 
Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst,  Pulborough,  Little- 
hampton.  Bognor,  Portsmouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
Lewes,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Seaford,  Eastbourne, 
Bexhill,  St.  Leonards.  Hastings,  etc.  Extra  trains 
will  be  run  from  London,  as  required  by  the  traffic, 
to  the  Crystal  Palace,  grand  sacred  concert  on  Good 
Friday,  and  the  special  holiday  entertainments  on 
Easter  Monday,  Tuesday  and  following  days, 
returning  in.  the  evening  at  frequent  intervals. 
Special  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  from  London  to  Portsmouth,  Hayling  Island, 
Southsea  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Easter  Tues- 
day cheap  day  trips  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Brighton,  Hove  and  Worthing.  The  Brighton 
Company  announce  that  their  West  End  offices, 
28,  Regent-street,  Piccadilly,  and  the  City  office 
will  remain  open  until  10  p.m.  on  the  evenings  of 
Thursday  and  {  Saturday,  for  the  sale  of  the 
special,  cheap,  and  ordinary  tickets  to  all  parts  of 
the  line,  and  to  the  Continent,  at  the  same  fares  as 
charged  at  London  Bridge  and  Victoria. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Excursions  on  Thursday  midnight,  April  12, 
to  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Warrington,  Stockport,  Liver- 
pool, and  Manchester,  for  four,  five,  or  eight 
days.  Saturday,  April  14,  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, and  Nottingham  for  half,  two,  three,  four, 
six,  seven,  or  eight  days,  and  on  Saturday  night, 
April  14,  to  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Liverpool, 
etc.,  for  two,  three,  four,  six,  or  seven  days.  Easter 
Monday,  April  16,  to  Leicester,  Loughborough, 
Nottingham,  and  Sheffield,  for  half,  one,  two,  or  five 
days  ;  to  Birmingham,  for  one,  two,  or  five  days  ; 
and  to  St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  Luton,  Bedford, 
Kettering,  and  Southend  for  the  day.  Extension  of 
Week-end  Tickets. — Cheap  week-end  tickets  will  be 


issued  on  Thursday,  April  12,  as  well  as  on  'Friday 
and  Sattirday,  April  13  and  14,  from  London 
(St.  Pancras)  to  the  principal  seaside  and  inland 
holiday  resorts,  including  the  Peak  District  of 
Derbyshire,  Morecambe,  the  Lake  District,  York- 
shire, the  North-E4st  Coast,  Scotland,  and  other 
parts,  available  for  return  on  any  day  up  to  and 
including  Tuesday,  April  17,  except  day  of  issue. 
Cheap  week-end  and  day  excursion  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  to^Southend-on-Sea  during  the  Easter 
Holidays. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
Tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday,  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton  by  all  trains 
from  Liverpool-street,  also  from  G.E.  suburban 
stations  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street, 
also  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish 
Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea, 
Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and  Cromer  (except 
on  Good  Friday).  On  Thursday,  April  12,  excur- 
sions from  Liverpool-street  to  Lincolnshire,  York- 
shire, Lancashire,  North  Eastern  District,  and 
Scotland.  Cheap  day  trips  to  the  seaside,  etc. — 
Southend-on-Sea  and  back,  2s.  6d.  On  Good 
Friday,  Saturday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street, 
and  all  G.E.  suburban  stations  and  East  London, 
North  London,  and  Tottenham  and  Hampstead 
Lines.  On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  trains 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9.22,  10.10,  and 
10.38  a.m.,  and  Fenchurch-street  at  9.17,  9.53,  and 
10.20  a.m.  On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool- 
street  at  frequent  intervals  from  7.25  a.m.  and 
Fenchurch-street  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  10.50,  and 
11.20  a.m.  Through  excursion  tickets  are  also 
issued  to  Southend  from  stations  on  Metropolitan 
Railway.  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich,  48.  3d. 
On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool-street  at  8.20 
a.m.,  and  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m.,  also  from  G.E. 
suburban  stations.  Hertford,  28.  6d.  On  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  at  9.10  a.m.  On  Easter 
Monday  from  Liverpool-street,  at  9.29,  10.5  a.m., 
and  12.50  p.m.,  also  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m.  Cambridge,  48.  3d. 
On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  at  9.50  a.m. 
from  Liverpool-street.  Cambridge,  4s.  3d.  ;  Ely, 
5s.  6d.  On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool-street 
at  8.43  and  11.5  a.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  a.m..  Hackney  Downs  at  8.50  a.m. 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft  and  Cromer,  one  day,  5s.  6d.  ; 
three  or  five  days,  8s.  6d.  ;  six  or  eight  days,  1  Is.  6d. 
On  Easter  Monday  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland 
Station)  6.15  a.m.,  Kentish  Town,  at  6.20  a.m., 
Tottenham  6.44  a.m.  Broxboume  and  Rye  House, 
Is.  9d. 


WEST  HAMPSTEAD  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  Fociety  was  held 
at  headquarters  on  April  5,  when  between  fifty  and 
sixty  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  The  president, 
Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac,  presided,  supported  by  Messrs. 
F.  O.  Seyd  and  A.  F.  Phillips,  vice-presidents.  After 
justice  had  been  done  to  the  dinner,  the  tables  were 
cleared,  and  an  excellent  concert  was  provided. 
Messr.i.  Fred.  Searle.  C.  Young,  F.  Starling,  F.  Watte, 
H.  Isaac,  F.  Stacey,  F.  Churchill,  E.  O.  Seyd  contri- 
buted songs  and  recitations.  During  the  evening 
the  prizes  for  the  past  season  were  distributed,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Jarvis  (hon.  sec.)  taking  the  club  champion- 
ship shield  and  gold  medal,  Mr.  W.  F.  Heame 
winning  the  silver  challenge  cup  for  the  largest  pike. 
Numerous  other  prizes  were  given  to  the  varioua 
winners.  The  toast  of  the  society  was  given  by  the 
president,  and  during  his  speech  mentioned  the 
large  increase  of  members  and  the  strong  financial 
position  of  the  society  ;  also  the  trout  taken  April  1 
— that  is,  six,  and  one  during  the  week.  The  toast  of 
"  The  Visitors  "  was  given,  and  responded  to  by 
Messrs.  E.  Blagrave  (Blenheim  A.S.)  and  Ben 
Abrahams  (Anglers'  Association).  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  to  the  dinner  committee,  and  » 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  a  most  sucr 
cessful  and  enjoyable  evening.  A.  E.  J.,  , 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
56  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

23,456.  Road  vehicles ;  fish  tanks.  Patentee : 
G.  Reinhardt,  33,  Circusstrasse,  Dresden,  A., 
Germany.  To  supply  living  fish  with  the  oxygen 
required  for  breathing  during  transport,  the  vehicle 
carries  an  air  pump  which  is  actuated  from  the 
wheel  axle,  and  forces  air  into  the  tank  through  a 
pipe,  preferably  terminating  in  a  distributer.  The 
pump  may  be  driven  by  the  rod  and  toothed 
gearing. 


April  14,  1906 

■  There  was  a  rare  rise  of  the  March  Brown— the 
May  Fly  of  the  North— on  AprU  7,  and  again  on 
Aprils;  but  the  overni£!ht  frosts  of  April  9  and 
April  10  have  again  put  them  down. 

On  the  Don  on  Saturday  on  the  Association 
water  one  angler  had  five  kelts  (which  were  re- 
turned), one  clean  fish,  and  fifteen  yellow  trout, 
aggregating  as  many  pounds. 

On  another  section  of  the  Don  an  Aberdeen 
angler  had  a  beautiful  4lb.  yellow  trout,  m  "lost 
perfect  condition,  colour,  and  shape,  about  half  a 
dozen  other  pounders,  and  a  salmon,  which  was 
lost  after  a  most  exciting  run  on  a  gossamer  trace. 

On  the  Dee  tidal  and  also  on  the  Don  good  fin- 
nock  and  sea-trout  angling  is  now  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  flies  are  the  March  Brown,  Hare  s  iiar, 
Alexandra  of  the  larger  No.  8  and  9  sizes  on  double 
irons. 

Some  good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Beauly  by 
Sir  Edward  Grey  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Tennant,  M  i'., 
who  had  three  fish  of  91b.  and  101b.  apiece  on 
April  5  and  6. 

The  Pilot,  Lossiemouth,  will  give  all  infor- 
mation to  anglers  thinking  of  the  Lossie ;  Mr. 
Stewart  to  those  going  Forres  way ;  and  the  estate 
office  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  to  any 
visiting  the  Spey  or  any  other  part  of  his  grace  s 
territory. 

It's  a  far  cry  to  the  Shin,  but  there  is  sport  galore 
for  the  taking  of  it,  and  lodgings  cheap.  Mr. 
Duncan,  inspector,  will  give  all  information. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  are  some  £260 
better  than  last  year  in  their  returns  froin  this 
year's  sales  and  that  in  spite  of  the  extraordmary 
blump  in  the  supplies  lately 

The  Huntly  ticket  water  opened  on  April  1,  but 
as  yet  sport  has  been  slack.  The  worm  and  minnow 
have  been  moat  en  Evidence  on  the  Deveron  there- 
about. 


Smolts  are  evidently  pretty  early  on  the  Don,  as 
perhaps  elsewhere.  Last  week  a  poacher  was  in 
court  for  being  in  possession  of  three  salmon  smolts, 
and  as  evidence  against  him,  the  parcel  containing 
the  small  fish  was  produced.  The  judge.  ShenH 
Robertson,  who  tried  the  case,  assured  himself  that 
they  were  really  smolts,  and  then  fined  the  fellow 
lor  taking  them.  Special  Scotch. 

WETBRIDGE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  second  annual  dinner  took  place  at  Holstein 
Hall,  Weybridge.  on  April  4,  when  a  large  gathering 
-  ■.'•nt  an  exceptionally  pleasant  evening  under  the 
ial  presidency  of  Mr.  Frank  Holme  Sumner,  C.C. 
airman  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
iety)  ;  while  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  the 
.  sident  of  the  association,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 
'    Vfter  the  loyal  toast,  the  chairman  gave  that  of 
'  The  Weybridge  Angling  Association,"  coupled 
th  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  than  whom, 
said,  there  was  no  better  angler  or  sportsman, 
-y  had  only  to  look  at  the  exhibit  on  the  stage 
that  hall  to  realise  what  he  could  do  in  the  way 
fishing.    They  recognised  fully  his  valuable  help 
that  association,  which  had  made  more  progress 
r  ing  the  last  twelve  months  than  any  organisation 
th  which  he  (the  chairman)  was  connected  outside 
T  A.P.S.  He  was  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Wheeley 
iH  simply  determined  that  anglers  in  that  neigh- 
hourhood  should  become  fully  possessed  of  their 
I  'L'hts,  and  that  they  should  realise  what  the  River 
-imos  could  mean,  and  did  mean,  for  then-  sport, 
oplause.)  . 
Musical  honburs  were  accorded  the  toast,  and,  in 
ponding,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  said  he  was  pleased 
tje  able  to  give  them  a  favourable  report  of  what 
'■y  had  done  in  Weybridge  in  regard  to  angling. 
.')  society  started  the  year  with  a  balance  in  hand, 
A  they,  were  enrolling  new  members  at  every 
oting  '  If  they  continued  to  receive  such  support 
■  re  could  be  no  doubt  about  the  future  success 
the  association.  In  that  association  they  did  not 
ourage  fishing  for  gross  weight.    All  their  prizes 
re  for  specimen  fish.    There  were  two  societies 
Weybri<lge  which,  but  for  that  association,  would 
t  exist;    he  referred  to  the  Trout  Restocking 
.Hociation  and  the  Coarse  Fish  Restocking  Asso- 
■  i-ition.     The  Trout  Restocking  Association  was 
liclped  by  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  it  was  probably  within 
the  knowledge  of  all  those  present  that  recently 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

they  were  enabled  to  place  three  hundred  trout  in 
the  river  at  Weybridge.  They  did  not  intend  to  give 
up  restocking,  and  they  did  not  mean  to  bo  dis- 
courage^l,  and  he  was  pleased  to  say  they  had  a 
balance  in  hand  which  would  enable  them  to  make 
a  good  start  next  vear.  He  therefore  felt  justified 
in  saying  that  the  association  and  its  branches  were 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  position  was 
attained  by  the  generous  help  of  such  men  as  they 
had  presiding  over  them  that  evening.  All  their 
thanks  were  due  to  Mr.  Holme  Sumner,  and  on 
their  behalf  lie  hoped  they  would  have  the  pleasure 
and  honour  of  his  presence  on  many  future  occasions. 
(Applause.)  ,         ^,    .  „ 

In  proposing  the  health  of  The  Chairman,  Mr. 
WTieelev  said  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was  well  known 
to  them  all  as  the  chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  in 
that  position  was  looking  after  all  their  interests  as 
Thames  anglers  with  the  greatest  care  and  the 
greatest  enthusiasm.  Protection  might  not  be  so 
welcome  to  them  in  some  forms,  but  protection  was 
wanted  in  the  Thames  for  its  fishing.  WTiere  would 
the  fish  in  the  Thames  be  if  they  were  not  looked 
after  and  protected  ?  He  could  remember  the  time 
when  a  form  of  poaching  was  very  common,  a  form 
of  poaching  called  "snatching."  It  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  T.A.P.S.  that  "  snatch- 
ing "  and  other  abuses  have  been  done  away  with. 
(Applause.) 

In  rising  to  respond,  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was  given 
a  most  cordial  reception.  He  remarked  concerning 
the  chairmanship  of  the  T.A.P.S.  that  he  counted  it 
the  proudest  of  any  position  he  had  ever  been 
offered  or  accepted.  Everybody  connected  with  it 
worked  loyally  and  zealously  in  the  interests  of  the 
Society,  and  consequently  it  was  a  pleasant  position 
to  fill.  The  T.A.P.S.  certainly  did  their  very  best 
for  anglers  ;  they  certainly  worked  for  and  with 
the  Thames  Conservancy  in  a  manner  thatfwas 
absolutely  admirable,  and  that  could  only  tend  to 
advance  the  interests  of  anglers  because  the  Thames 
Conservancy  knew  that  no  case  was  ever  brought 
before  them  other  than  in  the  interests  of  anglers  in 
general.  He  desired  to  thank  them  for  their  great 
confidence  in  him  at  all  times,  and  he  could  only  say 
that  whenever  he  could  do  their  association  any 
good  his  services  were  always  at  their  command. 
(Applause.)  , 
•  Mr.  Menne,  in  appropriate  terms,  gave  J.  he 
Visitors,"  referring  particularly  to  their  financial 
assistance  towards  the  restocking  of  the  river. 

In  replying,  Mr.  J.  V.  Eyre  said  he  always  enjoyed 
coming  to  Weybridge,  because  he  invariably  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  thorough  sportsmen,  and 
he  was  glad  to  find  their  angUng  association  so  suc- 
cessful, and  he  wished  them  continued  success  The 
Weybridge  Angling  Association  was  onv^  of  the 
premier  clubs  on  the  river,  and  its  subscription  last 
year  to  the  T.A.P.S.  was  exceeded  by  few,  if  any, 
other  associations. 

Mr.  Parkes  also  suitably  responded.  _ 
The  chairman,  in  proposing  the  "  Vice-Chairman, 
said  Mr.  Wheeley  was  no  ordinary  fisher — he  was 
one  of  England's  greatest  fishermen— a  man  who 
was  an  authority  on  fishing,  and  had  written  books 
and  hundreds  of  articles  on  the  subject  of  fishing 
and  fishing  tackle,  and  he  understood  anglmg  from 

Musical  honours  were  accorded,  and  Mr.  Wheeley 
suitably  responded. 

Other  toasts  were  "  The  Press  and  the  Ofhcers 
of  the  Association." 

The  prizes  won  during  the  season  were  presented 
by  Mr.  Wheeley.  These  comprised  two  cups  (pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Wheeley  and  Conroy),  won  by 
Messrs.  H.  George  and  Bannister  :  and  fishing-rods 
and  tackle  (civen  by  Messrs.  Earl,  Hammerton, 
Wimble,  Kelly,  Bearup,  A.  Brown,  and  Edwards), 
won  by  Messrs.  Wheeley,  Dollery,  Goree,  A.  Earl, 
T.  Poillter,  and  Menne. 

Mr.  C.  Squire  ably  presided  at  the  piano,  and  a 
capital  musical  programme  was  carried  through.  A 
word  of  praise  is  due  to  Mr.  A.  Earl,  the  energetic 
hon.  secretary,  for  the  excellent  arrangements  made 
for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  guests.  Mr. 
John  Wiltshire  was  the  caterer.  During  the  evening 
it  was  announced  that  the  .sum  of  £2  17s.  had  been 
collected  for  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society. 

GLASGOW  ANGLERS'  CLUB  DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Glasgow  Anglers'  Club 
was  held  recently  in  the  House,  Elmbank  Crescent, 
Glasgow.  Dr.  W.  L.  Reid,  president  of  the  club, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Sir 
John  lire  Primrose,  Bart.,  Dr.  Robert  Crawford, 
Rev.  Peter  Anton  (Kilsyth),  Councillor  Mundy, 
Messrs.  Neil  Munro,  Alexander  M'Lennan,  G.  O. 
Gilchrist,  and  James  Watson,  secretary  of  the  Trout 
Anglers'  Club,  Edinburgh.  The  loyal  and  patriotic 
toasts  having  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  Alexander 
M'Lennan  proposed  "  Angling  Prospects."    In  reply 


to  the  toast,  Mr.  Henry  Lamond  said  he  thought 
legislation  ought  to  be  introduced  to  make  it  an 
offence  to  take  trout  out  of  the  water  which  did  not 
exceed  7in.  in  length.  If  smaller  fish  than  that  were 
allowed  to  grow  and  thrive  they  would  soon  have  in 
Scotland  what  were  to  bo  found  in  most  English 
rivers — namely,  trout  averaging  )^h.  in  weight.  He 
thought  angling  clubs  should  make  it  a  rule  never  to 
take  fish  out  of  the  water  smaller  than  the  size  he 
}iad  mentioned.  Another  question  in  which  they 
ought  to  take  a  deep  interest  was  that  of  the  pol- 
lution of  streams  and  rivers. 

Candidates  for  Parish,  Town,  and  County  Council 
honours  should  have  impressed  upon  them  the 
necessity  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Acts.  The  more  experience  he  had  of  the  law  on  the 
subject  tVie  more  ho  was  convinced  that  it  was 
adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  case,  if  only  it 
were  enforced.  The  trouble  was  to  get  people  to 
enforce  it,  and  in  many  cases  this  could  only  be  done 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Dr.  Crawford  proposed  "  Kindred  Associations," 
and  Mr.  Watson  replied.  Mr.  John  Stewart  sub- 
mitted "  Our  Guests,"  which  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
G.  O.  Gilchrist.  In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
Glasgow  Anglers'  Club,"  Sir  John  Ure  Primrose 
spoke  of  the  advantages  of  the  club  to  its  members 
from  a  social  and  recreative  point  of  view,  and  added 
that  in  addition  it  had  done  much  in  recent  years  to 
make  the  dehghtful  sport  of  angling  more  common 
property  in  Scotland.  He  believed  that  the  day 
was  at  hand  when  the  pollution  of  streams  in  tlie 
barbarous  form  now  practised  would  become  an 
impossibility.  The  chairman  replied.  Mr.  Neil  Munro 
proposed  "  Ideals  of  Angling,"  which  was  replied  to 
by  Rev.  Peter  Anton,  and  other  toasts  followed. 


Ppoviiieial  Angling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  hij  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  monthly  committee  meeting  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Association  three  new  clubs  were  affiliated 
— namely,  the  Golden  Eagle,  Lodge-road  ;  the 
Greet  and  Sparkhill,  Greet  ;  and  the  Dog  Pool, 
Stirchley.  The  total  number  of  members  connected 
with  these  clubs  are  over  120.  The  White  Swan 
Piscatorials  have  succeeded  in  securing  a  splendid 
stretch  of  the  Trent  at  Yoxall  ;  this  part  of  the 
river  will  be  found  to  be  excellent  fishing,  and  I  hear 
that  now  that  the  water  has  been  secured  another 
increase  of  members  is  assured.  There  will  be  a  big 
demand  for  tickets  at  Cannon  Hill  Park  pools  when 
June  15  comes  round,  as  the  majority  of  the  coarse 
fish  taken  from  Whitacre  Reservoir  have  been  placed 
there.  I  hear  that  some  very  fine  trout  have  been 
taken  at  Buildwas,  on  the  Severn,  by  the  licensed 
salmon  net  fishermen  ;  one  of  61b.  and  another  of 
31b.  were  taken  last  week.  Fly  fishermen  virill  do 
well  to  give  this  portion  of  the  river  a  visit  during 
the  holidays.  Trout-fishing  in  the  Corporation 
waters  at  Rhayader  so  far  has  been  good.  A  number 
of  good  fish  up  to  1  lb.  in  weight  have  been  taken 
from  the  reservoir  at  Penygareg  ;  this  will  open  up 
a  new  water  for  us,  and,  as  the  sport  is  a,bove  the 
average,  our  fly  fishermen  will  soon  be  visiting  this 
neighbourhood.  The  Birmingham  Association  are 
using  their  efforts  to  try  to  get  another  represen- 
tative on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  We  have  only 
one  member  to'  represent  us,  and  I  think  that  from 
the  large  number  of  Birmingham  anglers,  and  also 
from  the  fact  of  the  number  of  licences  taken  out, 
we  should  be  better  represented.  Should  the  fine 
weather  continue  we  shall  have  a  number  of  trout 
fishermen  out.  Our  railway  companies  are  running 
cheap  excursion  trains  to  a  large  number  of  fishing 
resorts  during  the  Easter  holidays.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Severn  will  be  well  patronised,  and 
I  hope  that  sport  will  be  good.  The  judging  of  the 
specimen  fish  on  view  at  the  Bingley  Hall  Exhi- 
bition will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Mabberley, 
of  Handsworth  Wood,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Ashford,  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Barnt  Green  A.A. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  continued  fine,  but  cold  north- 
easterly winds  have  prevailed  during  the  past  week. 
Consequently  very  little  sport  has  been  had  either 
in  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  and  insect  life  is  very  scarce 
in  rnost  parts.  Odd  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  -nath  swimming  the 
worm,  and  both  the  river  and  Driffield  Canal  are 
in  first-class  order  should  the  weather  become 
milder.  On  April  I  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling 
Club  fished  a  match  at  Hull  Bridge,  but  sport  was 
only  moderate,  the  takes  being  very  light.  Mr. 
F.  Waites  secured  the  first  prize.  The  next  match 
to  take  place  at  Hull  Bridge  will  be  on  AprU  29  by 
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Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Brown  Trout.  The 
Gweedore  Kiverand  Lough  Anure.  Havhig  tliis 
year  leased  all  the  lakes  on  Messrs.  Twigge  and 
Peebles,  Estate  with  trout  up  to  4  His.,  Anglers 
can  rely  on  good  round  sjiort,  coniliined  \vith 
excellent  Hotel  Ac(;oniiuodation,  and  ronvenient 
to  Fishing  and  Station.— Apply  PR(.il'RlET(m, 
The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridite,  Vn.  Donegal. 

WILSEY  DOWN  HOTEL, 

HALWORTHY, 

Davidstow,  North  Cornwall. 


This  modern  well-appointed  Hotel  stands  on  its 
own  extensive  Moorland  Estate,  on  the  main 

road  from  Launceston  to  Camelford. 
At  a  vei-y  high  altitude,  it  affords  a  tine  bracing 
change  for  Visitors,  who  will  find  most  comfort- 
able accommodation. 

Otterham  Station,  miles. 

Good  Centre  for  Shooting,  Hunting, 
and  Fishing. 

Proprietor— W.  H.  HOWELL. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TKOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
niannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  fier  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Hshing  from  the  one  boat,  tS  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE.   


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

CROWN  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM.  ^ 

Best  and  most  convenient  centre  for 
Fishing  the  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale 
Fishing  Association  Waters.  Salmon, 
Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Yellow  Trout. 
Excellent  accommodation  for  Faniilies 
and  Tourists.  Posting  iu  all  its  branches. 
Particulars,  A.  WATT,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  MASK  HOTEL, 

CLOGHBRACK,  CLONBUR, 

Co.  CALWAr. 

Newly  built  and  furnished.  Within 
200  yards  of  Lough  Mask  and  30 
minutes'  drive  of  The  Corrib.  Cars, 
boats  and  experienced  boatmen  always 
available,  and  tariff  reasonable. 

Manageress. 


Board -Residence 

IJSr  PRIVATE  FAMIL\ 
Offered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  Eiver  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  River  and  Moor  ;  near  Buckfast- 
leigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  Mrs. 
Owen,  Merryfield,  Buckfastleigh,  Devon. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4  J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing.— Apply,  The  Managee, 

ICKLEPOBD  FiSHEEY,  HiTCHLN. 


"VW^  ANTED. 


Three  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing:  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lune :  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


LOUGH  iVIELVIN. 

Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
LARGE  WOODED    ISLAND,  with 
FURNISHED  COTTAGE,  TO  LET 

Kor  about  6  weeks,  from  1st  August.  Four  miles 
post  and  rail.  Use  of  boats.— Apply  to. Captain 
E.  A.  CUOFT,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshanuou,  \V. 
Uonegal. 


WEYMOUTH 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unottualled  for  its  excBl- 
lent  Fishing,  liotit  from 
SItore  and  Soa. 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Macl<erel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  as  to  Fishing  generally 
may  be  obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries, 
Angling  Association,  either 

Mr.  RowEN  Westham,  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  including 
the  well  knov?n  Obbe  Lochs.  Excellent 
Hotel  Accommodation. — Apply,  Geo.  D. 
Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Glasgow. 


KING'S  WORTHY,  HANTS. 

2t   Miles  from    City    of   Winchester,  and 
1{  hours'  Rail  from  London. 

SALE  OF  FREEHOLD 
WATER  MEADOWS 

with  Extensive  Fishing  Rights  iu  the 

Kiver  Itehin,  also  several  picturesque 
Cottages,  easily  ailupteil  for  Fishing  Cot- 
tages or  Small  Country  Residences, 

in  the  above  favourite  \'illage,  which 

Messrs.  .TAMES  HARRIS  A"  SON  have  been 
favoured  with  instructions  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Northbrook  to  SELL  BV  AIH;TI<)N  at 
the  GEORGE  HOTEL,  WINCHESTER,  on 
TUESDAY,  MAY  22nd,  I90C,  at  3  o'clock,  in  Lots. 

Particulars,  Plan,  and  Conditions  of  Sale  may 
be  ol)taiaed  of  Messrs.  Markby,  Stewart  &  Co., 
Solicitors,  5",  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.C. ;  of 
Messrs.  Rawlence  &  Squarey,  Land  Agents, 
1.'),  Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  or  of  the 
Auctioneers,  Winchester. 


TO  I-<ET. 


SALMON  FISHING  on  RIVER  SPEY. 

About  three  miles,  from  1st  June  to 
11th  August.    Rent,  including  Fisher- 
man's wages,  70  guineas,  or  with  fur- 
nished house,  £135. 

NAPIER  LANDALE,  Factor,  ABERLOUR. 


NORTH   DEVON.    3^  miles  from 
Railway  Station, 

TO  BrLET,  FURNTsHED, 

by  the  month  or  as  may  be  arranged, 
A   PRETTILY  SITUATED 

COTTAGE  RESIDENCE, 

with  over  Two  Miles  of  Fishing. 


Apply,  Groves-Cooper,  Stapledon  &  Powell, 
Land  Agents  and  Surveyors,  Bridge  Chambers, 
Bideford,  Devon. 


TROUT  FISHING 

li  IVIilBS  on  tlie  Don 

until  the  end  of  June.    Moderate  rent. 
Playfair,  Aberdeen. 


TWO  RODS 

At  Three  Guineas  each  Rod, 

TO  LET, 

On  about  Two  Miles  of  good  Trout  and 
Grayling  Fishing  on  the  River  Arrow, 
Monkland,  near  Leominster. 
Apply,  ROBERT  M.  DENT, 

Leominster. 


MUDIFS. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 

TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  2is.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  lOs.Gd.  YEARLY. 


TERM5  for  LARQER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

(241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 


Branch  Offices  ■ 


QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— 9,1V.  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  -MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Scjciety's  OtHces  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

/'/■mrft-nf-LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgale  .Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Cliesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedoii,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Lihrary  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 

.SECRETARY. 

Subscriptinn  pat/able  from  Jamtary  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Memhers  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denham,  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.),  including 
the  Harefleld  fishery.  Re-stocked  in  1904  with 
3,000  fish,  recently  with  2,800  more.  Country 
Headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld  (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).  Meetings  each  Wed- 
nesday, at  9  p.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
evei-y  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Afaker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.    pjucE  LISTS  FREE. 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 

With  a  Frontispiece.     Small  Demy  8vo. 
IO/6  net. 


SEVENTY 
YEARS'  FISHING. 

BY 

CHARLES  Q.  BARRINGTON,  C.B. 

formerly  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
London  : 

SMITH  ELDER  &  CO.,  15,  Waterloo  Place. 


IVr.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Taclcle  Maimer  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink, 
Roach     ...      1».  6(i.  |       Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2s.  Oct.  I   Wliite  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3.S.  M.  [  Green 
Salmon   ...      4s.  6d.  j        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.    Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  (Sec.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9ci.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals :  Paris  and  Lincoln.  WhoUiale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


Cast  your  Eyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz,  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnirtcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

—having  no  e(iual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

kSTi 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  GOMPANr,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurance  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hia  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

limited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  commnnications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscriljers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Si.v  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.  W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FOR  SJLILiE. 
REAL  BARGAINS. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  WORCESTER. 

First-clas^  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  EVESHAM. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fi.xtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER, 
For  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  James 

Aston,  Accountant,  6,  Millsboro  Road,  Redditcb. 


April  14,  1906 
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le  Abercrombie  Angling  Society.    The  Lincoln- 
lire  waters— the  Bain,  Rase  and  Freshney— are 
a  reported  in  very  fair  trim,  and  the  trout  in  nice 
.  jndition.    A  Uttle  sport  is  reported  from  the 
1  jichokne  district,  and  tha  Market  Rasen  Anghng 
lub  held  their  annual  meeting  on  April  3,  under 
t  he  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  Fletcher.    The  report 
I  towed  that  the  past  season  had  been  a  very  suo- 
I  eesful  one  and  that  the  society  liad  a  balance  of 
,  lose  upon  £7  in  hand.    Mr.  E.  Burton  was  elected 
teasurer,  and  Mr.  A.  Watson  hon.  sec.  Codling 
nglers  are  doing  fairly  well  at  Paull,  Goxhill,  and 
i-om  the  Promenades  at  Hull,  with  mussels  as  bait, 
here  being  a  nice  lot  of  fish  in  the  Humberat  present. 
U  the  April  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
.  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  Messrs.  C.  Grey 
ind  W.  H.  Barker  were  appointed  to  represent 
S  he  association  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Northern 
(  "ederation  of  Anglers  at  Leeds  on  May  5. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

■  We  are  still  without  rain  here,  and  all  streams  in 
this  neighbourhood  are  down  to  summer  level. 
Local  men,  with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
•iver8,can  manage  to  creel  a  few  fish,  but  the  chances 
or  a  strange  rod  are  very  remote.  One  brilliant 
junshiny  day  succeeds  another,  and  the  glare  and 
low  state  of  the  waters  combined  are  making  the 
capture  of  trout  a  fine  art  indeed.  Mr.  Lee  managed 
a  capital  performance  on  the  Lower  Levens  water 
in  the  Kent  recently.  He  was  contending  against 
a  dead  low  stream,  and  gin-clear  at  that,  and  a 
bright  glaring  day,  with  a  strong,  shifting  wind. 
In  spite  of  these  adverse  conditions,  he  creeled 
twenty-two  good  fish.  A  few  fish  are  being  taken 
in  the  Levens  Park  waters.  Higher  up  but  little  is 
being  done,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  attempted  ; 
but  I  might  mention  that  Mr.  T.  Atkinson  took 
half-a-dozen  trout  on  April  9,  which  he  followed  up 
by  creeling  ten  the  next  day.  I  hear  but  poor 
1  accounts  from  Windermere,  but  I  am  still  inclined 
to  think  that  when  a  "  fishy  "  day  or  two  does  come 
I  about,  the  present  warmth  will  be  fovmd  to  have 
I  done  good.  The  capture  last  week  of  a  5.Ub.  trout 
\  by  Mr.  Butterfield  while  char  fishing  is  reported. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  somewliat  inconsistent  growl  cornea  from  the 
town  of  Warrington.  First  of  all,  a  fishing  match 
at  Chester,  at  the  end  of  March,  raised  the  ire  of  the 
locals.  But  then  follows  the  official  announcement 
that  two  of  the  local  association's  waters  are  to 
rpTiiain  open  during  the  close  season  for  eel  fishing. 
-  one  thing  lacking  is  the  secret  of  limiting  the 
ing  to  eels  only,  and  all  old  anglers  know  the 
nsk  of  hooking  roach  during  spawning  time.  In 
one  of  the  waters  roach  predominate,  and  the  stock 
is  sure  to  suffer.  All  our  rivers  are  backward  on 
account  of  the  cold  winds  and  small  waters,  but 
the  fine  fish  met  with  are  in  good  condition.  As  a 
county  the  turn-out  for  Easter  to  all  appearances 
will  be  a  small  one. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

'  The  coming  Easter  holiday.^,  accompanisd  by 
the  somewhat  better  weather,  are  the  chief  topics  of 
conversation  in  this  city.  There  is,  however,  a  lack 
of  enthusiasm,  and  this  is  accounted  for  by  reports 
of  the  low  waters  in  many  streams  and  the  cold 
winds  keeping  trout  remarkably  quiet.  The  new 
trout-fishing  club  in  this  city  is  to  be  known  as  the 
"  Twenty  "  club,  the  title  indicating  the  limit  of 
membership.  The  venture  is  a  popular  one,  for 
the  limit  is  already  reached.  The  Devonshire 
Socials  have  arranged  their  matches  as  to  dates, 
and  Burscough  Bridge  and  all  details  for  the  first 
of  the  series.  It  has  been  arranged  to  promote  a 
substantial  testimonial  in  recognition  of  the  long 
services  of  Mr.  John  Peacock  as  treasurer  to  the 
amalgamated  anglers  in  this  district. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  seems  as  far  off  as  ever.  Showers  are  greatly 
needed  to  give  a  stimulus  to  vegetable  life.  Anglers 
are  longing,  not  only  for  rain,  but  for  a  change  in 
the  quarter  of  the  wind  ;  it  still  sticks  in  the  east. 
On  April  9  I  ran  across  Mr.  Bryce,  the  enthusiast 
"f  the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  and  was  informed  by 
him  that  he  creeled  a  fine  brace  of  trout  at  Averham 
Weirs  on  April  7  ;  the  fish  fell  to  the  worm,  and 
others  liad  been  taken  by  the  same  class  of  bait  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Greet  Mouth.  Sport  of  its 
kind  has  been  obtained  on  the  lowe*-  lengths  of  the 
Dover  Beck,  the  higher  being  in  the  hands  of  Sir 
Francis  Ley,  of  Efferstone  Manor.  On  these  fly 
only  is  allowed,  and  I  believe  the  season  does  not 
open  until  May,  when  a  start  is  usually  made  on  the 
higher  parts  of  the  Greet.  Both  tributaries  are 
known  tu  be  abundantly  stocked.      During  the 


Easter  holidays  members  of^the  City  Wellington 
Society  are  to  patronise  their  waters  at  Shard - 
low  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  "  speckled  beauty  " 
or  two,  and  1  sincerely  wish  them  success.  The 
river  keeps  low  and  clear,  and  a  voracious  trout 
ought  not  to  ignore  the  attractions  of  a  deftly- 
worked  minnow  or  small  gudgeon. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  had  a  week  of  lovely  weather,  and 
have  had  every  inducement  to  try  their  skill.  The 
rivers  are  in  capital  condition  for  fly  or  bottom 
fishing,  but  few  rods  have  been  out.  The  Teme  in 
the  Martley,  Stanford  Bridge,  Nuneham,  and 
Tenbury  districts  has  been  tried,  but  the  take  of 
trout  was  small.  Three  and  a-half  brace  fell  to  one 
rod  at  Stanford,  three  brace  to  another  in  the 
Rea,  near  Nuneham  Bridge  ;  and  another  angler 
caught  four  brace  in  the  Ledwych  witli  the  worm. 
Several  of  the  Worcester  City  Club  are  fishing  the 
river  in  the  Woofterton  district  to-day,  and  should 
have  good  sport.  Two  clubfmembers  tried  the 
Herefordshire  streams  a  few  days  ago,  sport  being 
very  poor  ;  indeed,  the  fish  were  there  and  could 
be  seen,  but  no  bait  would  tempt  them.  A  few  nice 
fish  have  been  taken  in  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs'  preserved 
water,  Leigh  Brook,  and  having  been  so  well 
stocked.  shoLild  yield  capital  sport  further  on.  The 
Severn  is  in  fine  order,  but  there  are  no  trout  in  this 
part  of  the  river,  except  a  few  sea-trout. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prospects  for  hoUday  sport  early  in  the  week 
were  not  very  promising,  although  most  of  the 
rivers  had  run  down  to  their  normal  level.  The 
north-east  winds  hold  out,  exercising  a  retarding 
influence  all  round.  Midday  or  early  afternoon 
fishing  could  alone  be  followed  with  pleasure  and 
comfort,  the  mornings  being  cold  and  often  cloudy. 
Night  frosts  have  been  common.  Saving  the  per- 
sistent easterly  currents,  the  weather,  however, 
seems  to  be  improving  generally,  and  could  these 
be  replaced  by  genial  breezes  from  warmer  latitudes, 
other  conditions  being  in  harmony,  trout  anglers 
would  enter  on  better  times  than  they  have  expe- 
rienced since  the  season  opened.  As  things  are, 
neither  fly  nor  bait  fishers  can  hope  for  much. 
Streams  are  low  and  clear,  and  good  fresliets  are 
needed  to  put  them  in  trim.  The  fly  will  not 
hatch  out,  and  the  fish  can  rarely  be  tempted  to  rise. 
A  few  decent  trout  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  patient 
anglers  now  and  again,  whilst  some  turned  to 
wading  and  swimming  the  worm,  which  brought 
them  a  few  odd  brace  occasionally.  Interest  in  the 
rod  licence  question  is  maintained  among  local 
coarse  fish  anglers.  The  aimual  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Anglers  will  this  year  be  held  in  Leeds,  and  addi- 
tional interest  is  being  aroused  in  anticipation  of 
what  may  be  done  on  the  subject  of  the  protection 
of  coarse  fish,  and  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  in  requiring  a  coarse 
fisher  to  take  out  a  trout  licence,  although  he  has 
nothing  to  do  with  trout,  and  keeps  an  eye  on  coarse 
fish  only. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  generally  speaking,  has  been  too 
calm  since  last  notes  for  angling,  and  sport  of  a 
really  good  description  has  only  been  had  occa- 
sionally at  a  few  places.  Sometimes,  too,  the  weather 
was  too  bright,  and  all  waters  have  been  on  the  low 
side,  which  also  militated  against  the  chances  of 
sport.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  experienced 
in  the  southern  province,  at  any  rate,  is  more  sug- 
gestive of  May  or  June  than  April,  and  anglers  are 
anxiously  awaiting  those  rains  usually  associated 
with  tlie  present  month.  Salmon,  as  a  rule,  have 
not  been  coming  up  very  freely  at  any  station,  the 
weather  and  water  conditions  not  being  favourable. 
Sea  angling  is  principally  confined  to  pollack.  Sport 
is  impi'oving. 

NoHTH  OF  Ireland. 

The  rivers  are  dead  low  and  clear,  as  no  rain  in 
quantity  has  fallen  for  over  a  month.  Sport  is 
impracticable  on  the  riveiu  with  the  exception  of 
such  heavy  waters  as  the  lower  Bann,  the  Erne, 
etc.  The  Belfast  R.I.C.  A.C.  had  a  pegged- 
down  competition  at  Toome  on  April  3.  when 
seventy-two  constables  competed.  The  following 
was  the  result  : — First  prize.  Constable  M'Alister, 
sixty-on©  perch  ;  second  prize.  Constable  M'Clure, 
twelve  perch  ;  third  prize.  Constable  M'Deivette, 
eleven  perch  ;  fourth  prize,  Constable  Alexander, 
ten  perch  ; '  fifth  prize.  Constable  Magowan,  six 
perch  ;  sixth  prize.  Constable  Kirk,  six  perch  ; 
seventh  prize.  Constable  Stafford,  five  perch  ; 
eighth  prize.  Constable  M'Keown,  five  perch  ;  con- 
solation prize,  Constable  Watters,  largest  perch 
caught.     


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  K. — Will  "A.  K.,"  wIkj  wrote  on  March  10, 
kindly  send  his  address  ? 

"  Seventy."— Mr.   G.   Austin,  Penydre  Farm, 
Wind-Street,  Neath,  South  Wale.'},  would  be  glad  _ 
topiear  from  you,  re  recipe  for  preserving  gut. 


letters  to  the  Ebitot. 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
ofdniona  expressed  by  owr  Corres'pondents.] 

THE  TRAY  MR.  GEEN  USES  IN  SPINNING 
AND  STRENGTH  OF  LINES. 

Dear  Sib. — While  glancing  through  some  of  my 
last  year's  Fishituj  Gazettes,  I  noticed  several  refe- 
rences to  the  tray  which  Mr.  Geen  uses  to  coil  the 
line  in  when  spinning  for  salmon,  a  system  which  1 
see  he  strongly  recommends.  In  mahseer  fishing  i 
am  in  the  habit  of  casting  spinning  baits  from  the 
reel,  and  doubt  whether  I  should  care  to  change, 
but  it  occurred  to  me  that  Mr.  Geen's  method  might 
still  prove  very  useful  when  fishing  with  small 
spoons — up  to  2in.  in  length — which  are  too  light 
to  cast  well  from  a  large  "Silex"  reel. 

I  should  therefore  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  or 
one  of  your  readers  can  kindly  inform  me  whether 
any  tackle-maker  sells  these  trays,  or,  if  not,  where 
I  can  find  particulars  of  the  best  size,  shape,  and 
method  of  attachment 't 

And  may  I  here  make  one  suggestion  for  the 
consideration  of  tackle-makers,  and  especially  those 
who  have  clients  abroad  ?  Why  not  quote  in  their 
catalogues  the  approximate  breaking  strains  of  the 
various  thicknesses  and  kinds  of  line  ?  For  mahseer 
fishmg  and  for  spiiming  generally  one  wants  the 
finest  line  consistent  with  the  necessary  strength,  and 
in  ordering  from  a  catalogue  one  is  liable  to  get 
something  either  too  weak  or  unnecessarily  stout. — 
Yours  truly.  W.  Courtenay. 

Punjab  Club,  Lahore,  India. 

[The  tray  Mr.  Geen  uses  can  be  obtained  at 
Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street,  London. 
E.G.  His  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  of  all 
methods  for  casting  a  very  light  bait,  as  the  line 
has  no  resistance  to  pull  against.  If  the  weight  a  line 
will  bear  is  given  it  should  be  when  wet,  as  some 
materials  are  at  least  20  per  cent,  stronger  dry  than 
wet,  and  anglers  do  not  use  them  dry.  I  owe  "John 
Bickerdyke"  an  apology  for  many  years  ago  doubting 
his  statement  that  a  wet  line  was  so  much  less 
strong  than  the  same  line  dry.  He  was  referring  to 
undressed  silk  lines  ;  waterproof  lines  would  not 
show  such  a  difference. — Ed.] 

ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — As  it  might  be  inferred  from  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers'  advertisement  appearing  in  the 
F-ishing  Gazette  of  March  31  and  April  7  that  I,  as 
one  of  those  who  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
the  light  rod  discussion,  have  ordered  of  them  a 
Palakona  light  rod,  I  should  like  to  say  that  my 
order  is  for  Tonkin  cane,  as  used  in  the  rods  shown 
to  me  by  Messrs.  Hardy  after  the  recent  trial  at 
Olympia. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  spring  salmon  fishing  in  the  Teifi. 
Having  fished  that  river  for  the  past  six  years  at 
Llandyssil,  I  deem  it  only  fair  to  state  that  in  the 
months  of  March  and  April  of  1904  and  1905,  I  have 
seen  undoubtedly  clean  fish  killed,  but  have  not 
personally  killed  one  before  May.  As  I  fished  for 
trout  during  the  early  months,  the  fault  was  pro- 
bably my  own. — Yours  truly, 

Budleigh  Salterton,    C.  St.  Leger  Bubkowes. 

Devon.  i 

THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  a  paragraph  under  the  above 
heading  by  a  correspondent  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  March  31.  I  am  sm-e  all  who  know  the  Teifi,  at 
Llandyssil,  carmot  help  but  smile  at  the  ignorance 
of  your  correspondent.  Until  I  hear  from  you  or 
from  some  friend  you  can  rely  on.  I  for  one  can 
never  belie^•e  that  he  has  l)een  there,  or  knows 
anything  about  the  place.  Has  he  been  dreaming  ? 
The  Teifl  at  Llandyssil,  as  all  fishermen  know,  is 
noted  for  its  fine  salmon — not  kelts.  Presuming  that 
your  correspondent  has  been  there  and  failed  to 
satisfy  himself.  I  can  assure  you  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  fish.  Should  the  paragraph  catch  the  eye  of 
some  of  our  enthusiastic  salmon  fishermen  of  the 
naighbourhood,  no  doubt,  with  your  permission, 
they  will  vent  their  feelings  on  the  matter. — Yours 
truiy,  Pysgodwr. 

RE  FORMALIN. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  five  years  or  more  ago  I 
recorded  in  these  columns  the  capture  of  an  exceed- 
ingly rare  crustacean,  Oalathea  atrigosa,  which  I 
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preserved  for  the  Dover  Museum  by  repeatedly 
saturating  the  flesh  in  formalin,  instead  of  cutting 
out  the  flesh  in  the  usual  way.  As  I  fully  described 
at  the  time,  this  method  was  adopted  in  the  hope 
that  the  exceedingly  beautiful  colouring  might  be 
preserved  by  having  a  solid  backing  to  prevent  the 
destructive  action  of  light  in  passing  through  the 
shell.  From  time  to  time  I  have  reported  the  result 
of  the  experiment.  After  this  lapse  of  time  I  am 
sorry  to  say  the  colours  show  very  perceptible 
evidence  of  fading.  They  are  very  much  brighter 
than  in  an  older  specimen,  but  I  begin  to  fear  greatly 
that  in  a  few  years  more  they  will  have  practically 
disappeared.  The  experiment  must,  therefore,  be 
accounted  a  failure.  The  only  other  specimen  taken 
on  this  coast  for  very  many  years  was  presented 
by  my  wife  to  the  museum  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  where  it  still  remains  for  all  the  world  to 
see.  Having  the  Dover  example  to  guide  us.  this 
second  specimen  was  suspended  in  a  bottle  of 
formalin.  In  this  case  also  the  coloui-s  are,  I  regret 
to  say,  very  noticeably  fading,  althovigh  plainly 
discernible.  Their  brilliancy,  on  which  so  much  of 
the  beauty  of  the  little  crab  depends,  has  quite  gone. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  the  disappearance  of  the 
colour  is  due,  at  any  rate  in  a  very  largo  measure, 
to  the  action  of  light,  and  in  the  somewhat  unlikely 
event  of  my  being  able  to  secure  another  specimen, 
I  shall  preserve  him  in  formalin,  and  keep  the  bottle 
in  the  dark.  This  may,  I  hope  will,  help.  Spirits  of 
wine  as  a  preservative  is  useless  ;  the  colouring 
matter  of  crustacese  seems  soluble  in  alcohol,  and 
the  specimens  rapidly  assume  a  dirty  flesh  colour. 
It  is  curious  to  note  that  fish  seem  to  keep  their 
colour  better  in  formalin  than  crustaceans,  oven 
when  exposed  to  moderate  daylight — why,  I  do 
not  know. 

The  question  of  preserving  the  natural  colours  of 
natural  history  specimens  is  of  great  interest  and 
scientific  value.  If  any  of  your  readers  can  help 
me  in  this  matter  I  should  bo  obliged. 

I  was  rather  amused  to  learn  that  my  house  is, 
or,  rather,  was,  haunted.  One  night  some  time  ago 
a  servant,  a  raw  Kentish  girl,  went  into  the  cellar 
for  something,  and  came  up  in  a  fright,  declaring 
there  was  a  ghost  down  there.  "  I  see  his  two  great 
eyes  a-starin'  at  me,"  she  repeated.  On  going 
down  to  see  there  certainly  were  two  patches  of 
light  wliich  might  bo  mistaken  for  eyes,  but  a  candle 
revealed  the  phenomenon  to  be  the  phosphorescence 
from  two  specimen  bottles  containing  small  fish 
pickled  in  formalin.  This  was  explained  to  the  girl, 
but  she  persisted  that  the  place  was  "  harnted," 
and  she  "  wasn't  goin'  down  there  again  for  nobody," 
she'd  "  give  a  month's  notice  first  " — and  she  did. 
— Yours  truly,  Charles  Hussey. 

Deal. 

FISHING  IN  HAMPSHIRE. 

Deau  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  for  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  chances  of  getting  any  fishing  in 
Hampshire.  I  am  thinking  of  living  there,  and  have 
thought  that  there  may  perhaps  be  some  clubs  or 
associations  one  could  join,  where  a  certain  amount 
of  decent  fishing  could  be  had,  say,  for  £10  or  £12 
a  rod.  Of  course,  I  am  not  thinking  of  any  of  the 
high-class  waters.  Any  information  as  to  locality, 
etc.,  would  be  gratefully  received. — Faithfullv  vours 

G.  E.'R. 


AN  EXTRAORDINARY  CATCH. 
Dear  Sir,— Reading  "  T.  B.  W.'s  "  extraordinary 
Catch  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  7,  reminds  me 
of  an  incident  which  happened  to  me  some  three 
years  ago.  I  was  bass  fishing  on  the  south  arm  of 
the  Royal  Pier  one  morning,  and  during  one  throw 
out  of  about  40  yards  the  line  overran  itself  and 
caught  in  the  handle  of  the  reel.  The  consequence 
was  I  lost  my  paternoster  with  about  one  yard  of 
the  line.  I  continued  to  fish  after  fitting  up  another 
paternoster.  The  next  morning  I  again  went  out 
on  the  same  arm,  and  commenced  throwing  out. 
After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  started  to  draw 
in  after  a  cast,  and  felt  a  slight  resistance.  Reeling 
in  carefully,  I  succeeded  in  landing — my  lost  cast 
of  the  previous  morning,  with  plenty  of  weed  hanging 
to  and  mixed  up  with  the  hooks.  This  could  be 
verified  by  the  rest  of  the  fishermen  on  the  pier  that 
morning,  but  I  own  it  does  not  quite  equal  T.  B.  M^'s. 
—Yours  faithfully,  C.  McPherson. 


AN  EXTRAORDINARY  CATCH. 
Dear  Sir, — You  mention  in  your  "  Occasional 
Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  7  the  circum- 
stance of  a  fish  being  taken  through  the  lure  becom- 
ing fast  to  the  loop  of  a  broken  cast.  An  identical 
"  accident  "  occurred  when  I  was  trout  fishing  in 
the  Fewston  Reservoirs  in  August,  1904.  It  was  a 
very  hot  day,  and  after  spinning  the  whole  length 
of  the  top  reservoir,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham — my 
companion — and  1  called  a  halt  for  a  sandwich  and 
a  rest  when  wo  reached  the  "  lagoon  " — as  the 
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smallest  lake  is  termed.  Putting  on  float  tackle, 
and  baiting  with  wasp-grub,  I  soon  had  what  I 
thought  was  a  bite.  I  was  very  much  surprised  at 
first  to  see  the  fish  such  a  long  distance  from  the 
float,  and  then  to  see  a  wasp-grub  apparently 
attached  to  the  line  half  up  the  cast.  On  landing 
the  fish  (a  half-pounder),  I  found  a  No.  10  Crystal 
fast  in  the  "  soft  "  of  the  trout's  gullet,  with  a  .5ft. 
sorrel  cast  attached.  The  line  had  broken  an  inch 
above  the  loop,  and  through  this  latter  my  hook 
had  passed.  A  note  of  the  occurrence  was  made 
in  the  local  Press  at  the  time.  I  kept  my  ears 
open  for  several  weeks  afterwards,  expecting  to 
hear  of  a  terrible  struggle  with  some  leviathan 
"  i'  t'  little  reservoir,"  which  had  taken  "  hook, 
line,  and  all  t'  bloomin'  lot,"  but  never  discovered 
anything. — Yours  truly,  J.  W.  R.  Bazley. 

  .  4 

"TWENTY-TWO  SALMON  IN  ONE  DAY." 

Dear  Sir, — Re  my  story  about  the  "  twenty-two 
salmon  I  killed  on  my  river  in  Iceland,"  I  see 
you  put  an  editorial  query  about  "  black  flies  and 
other  posts  on  Icelandic  waters."  I  have  been  in 
Iceland  numy  seasons,  and  have  never  been  troubled 
in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  black  fly  on  any  of 
the  salmon  or  lower  reaches  of  my  river.  Tlio  black 
fly  in  Iceland  is  entirely  confined  to  the  lakes,  and 
a  short  distance  from  them.  We  have  no  mosquitoes. 
It  was  partly  to  escape  those  posts  that  I  gave  up 
Norway. — Yours  truly,  Mac. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  31,  I  notice 
a  letter  from  "  Octogenarian,"  who  requires  infor- 
mation of  a  place  where  he  could  obtain  fair  sport 
trouting  in  a  lake  combined  with  comfortable 
quarters  and  picturesque  scenery.  If  distance  is  no 
object  with  him,  I  should  strongly  recommend  him 
to  try  Caragh  Lake,  co.  Kerry,  Ireland.  He  will 
find  there  all  he  could  wish  for  in  the  way  of  comfort, 
charming  scenery,  and  moderate  trout  fishing ;  a 
most  comfortable,  up-to-date  hotel  is  situated  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  boats,  tackle,  and  all  requirements 
are  supplied.  The  hotel  is  half  a  mile  from  the 
railway  station  of  the  same  name,  and  the  nearest 
town  is  five  miles  away.  It  is  a  quiet  and  most 
charming  spot  for  a  holiday,  combining  sport, 
comfort,  and  scenery.  In  fact,  one  requires  nothing 
but  to  remain  on  there  longer  than  he  can. — Yours 
truly.  Old  Trout. 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  of  "  Octo- 
genarian "  in  your  issue  of  March  31,  I  think  he 
will  find  all  he  requires  at  the  Anglers'  Inn,  Ermer- 
dale  Lake,  Cleator,  Cumberland.  I  enclose  ray 
card,  and  will  be  glad  to  give  him  any  information 
he  may  desire. — Yours  truly, 

H.  J.  W^hiteside, 
President  Rod  Fishers'  Club. 
46,  Duke-street,  Whitehaven. 


"FISHING  IN  INDIA." 

Dear  Sir, — Have  only  just  been  able  to  look 
through  many  fishing  and  other  papers  waiting  my 
return  home,  and  notice  with  interest  Mr.  T.  P. 
Luscombe's  latter  in  your  issue  of  March  31. 

The  spoon  stamped  "  Luscombe  "  is  not  new  to 
me,  having  had  numbers  of  them  through  my 
hands  for  remoimting,  etc. 

My  firm  has  never  claimed  to  be  the  inventors  of 
"  hogback  spoons,"  but  they  have  introduced 
improvements  in  the  mounting  of  same  ;  our 
registered  "  Alerte  "  hooks  are  of  great  strength,  and 
this  is  appreciated  by  many  noted  anglers  of  the 
day,  who  state  they  are  quite  as  strong  as  so-called 
mahseer  hooks.  When  made,  however,  in  the 
extra  heavy  wire  for  Indian  fishing,  they  are  prac- 
tically mibreakable. — Yours  faithfully, 
Albert  Smith, 
Manager  of  Wyers  Frere.3  (Redditch  Factory). 


FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir. — Could  you  or  any  of  my  fellow- 
subscribers  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  or 
refer  me  to  any  source  of  information  as  to  a 
locality  in  the  VVest  of  Ireland  for  a  July  holiday 
where  there  is  good  scenery  and  good  fi.shing  (bro«m 
and  white  trout),  and  where  the  hotel  accommodation 
is  suitable  for  ladies  ?  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Wbiqht. 


FISHING  NEAR  CREFELD. 
De.a.r  Sir, — I  am  going  to  spend  about  a  fortnight 
at  Crefeld,  in  Germany,  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month.  Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
if  there  is  any  trout  or  coar.se  fishing  to  be  got, 
either  free  or  by  paying,  and  shall  I  have  any  duty 
to  pay  on  my  fishing-tackle  ? — Yovirs  truly, 

W."  T.  K. 


April  14,  1906 


SALMON  IN  THE  AVON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  iin  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  31,  under  "  Devonshire  Streams,"  that  "in 
one  of  the  pools  in  the  River  Avon,  near  Loddiswell. 
Kingsbridgo,  over  sixty  salmon  have  congregated." 
To  prevent  some  unwary  angler  rushing  off  to 
this  river  to  take  a  well-earned  spring  holiday, 
let  me  hasten  to  inform  the  aforesaid  that  unfor- 
tunately these  salmon  (rather  let  us  call  them 
kelts)  have  congregated  above  a  weir  on  their  way 
to  the  sea. 

I  may  remark  also,  for  the  benefit  of  those  win 
might  be  tempted  by  this  river,  that  salmon  fjahiiJ 
begins  on  May  2. — Yours  truly,  jS 
R.  K.  W.  R.  Claveli,.« 

PRESERVATION  OF  GUT.  M 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondeiM 
"  C,"  a  few  years  ago  I  was  recommended  by  Messra 
Hardy's  representative  at  their  Pall  Mall  depot  M 
soak  old  casts  in  milk  and  water  in  order  to  renovaM 
them.  I  tried  it,  and  found  it  answered  very  weu* 
doing  them  much  good,  but,  of  course,  they  are  not 
as  good  as  now.  jSfow,  I  put  my  casts,  old  or  new, 
into  tepid  milk  and  water  over  night,  take  them 
out  and  press  off  the  superfluous  moisture  in  a 
cloth  in  the  morning,  and  they  are  all  right  for 
the  day. — Yours  truly,  J.  Timmins. 

Bath. 

[I  venture  to  think  all  night  is  far  too  long  to 
soak  gut  in  anything.  No  gut,  I  think,  requires 
more  than  a  few  minutes  in  water  not  too  hot  to 
hold  your  fingers  in.  It  always  seems  to  me  that 
a  cast  which  has  been  in  soak  long  is  not  so  good 
to  cast  with  as  all  the  life  is  out  of  it  ;  a  straight, 
stiffer  cast  goes  out  much  better  than  a  soft,  flabby 
one. — Ed.] 


SEA  AND  RIVER  FISHING  WANTED.  ■ 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  looking  forward  to  a  few  weel 


sea  and  river  fishing.  Would  you  or  some  reader 
advise  me  where  I  can  obtain  same  ?  I  should  like 
to  go  where  it  would  be  possible  to  fish  from  the 
beach  as  well  as  from  pier  or  boat.  Any  information 
would  be  gladly  received. — Yours  truly,       F.  A. 


PHOSPHORESCENT  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Hi  Regan,"  in  hia  book,  "  How 
and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  speaking  of  the  need 
of  large  baits  for  pike-spinning,  says  : — "  I  am  at 
present  endeavouring  to  get  a  manufacturer  t-o 
produce  a  glass  minnow,  well  protected  by  metal, 
and  of  dark  bottle  glass  on  the  back  and  clear 
below,  with  a  hollow  inside  to  hold  phosphorus,  to, 
when  wet,  illuminate  the  profundities  and  the  bait 
spinning  therein.  Till  something  of  this  kind  is 
accomplished  the  greatest  pikes  will  not  be  taken, 
for  during  daylight  their  haunts  are  too  deep  to 
permit  any  ordinary  bait  to  flash  in  conspicuouB 
beauty." 

Last  summer  I  searched  the  shops  in  London  in 
vain  for  a  gigantic  artificial  such  as  "  Hi  Regan  " 
describes,  and  had  to  be  content  with  very  large 
phantoms  and  spoons  of  the  ordinary  stamp. 
Perhaps  some  leading  manufacturer,  seeing  thiB 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  will  explain  why 
"  Hi  Regan's  "  advice  was  not  taken,  and  should  he 
bring  out  such  a  bait  this  season,  he  will  earn  the 
gratitude  and  gain  the  custom  of  several  Irish  pike 
anglers. — Yours  truly,  W.  B.  Soole. 


A  BIG  FRESH-WATER  MUSSEL. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  Mr.  Winkley,  who  contributed 
the  information  about  the  big  fresh -water  mussel 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  31  last,  kindly 
communicate  with  Mr.  J.  R.  Charnley,  Moor  Park 
Avenue,  Preston. 


WATERPROOFED  LINES.. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  waterproofed  silk  liiie, 
never  used,  which,  when  bought,  seemed  to  have 
been  properly  dressed.  From  lying  in  a  box  store4 
through  several  summers  in  a  hot  attic  the  surface 
has  become  quite  sticky,  so  that  the  coils  adhere. 
A  rubbing  with  vaseline  helped  for  a  very  short 
time,  but  the  stickiness  soon  became  as  bad  a* 
before.  If  any  reader  knows  a  remedy  for  this 
defect,  I  shall  "feel  greatly  obliged  if  he  will  kindly 
give  it  through  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 
^  E.  P.  G. 


FISHING  NEAR  GUILDFORD.  'fxi 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  some  of  your  readeil 
inform  me  if  I  can  get  any  fishing  between  Woking? 
and  Guildford  ?  and  oblige. — Yours'  truly, 

H.  Scott  Macpherson. 

(Several  lettert  are  unavoidably  held  over.)  i 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  289.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
ilenzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FisHINQ 
Gazette,  St  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  re<juested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  X'nless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

THJ  Gazbtte  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10«.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    6s.  id. 

Ttiree  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  M. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12*.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  adveitiaemeuts  bi.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  JL4SAGEK,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  mn^t  arrive  not  later  tfian  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


"  Sticky  "  Dressed  Lines. 

Many  of  us  have  doubtless  had  experiences 
similar  to  those  referred  to  by  "  E.  P.  G."  and  by 
Mr.  Basil  Field,  who  \vrites  : — 

"  My  dear  Marston, — Being  on  the  wTong  side 
of  three  score  years  and  ten,  I  do  not  venture  on  the 
river  bank  so  early  in  the  year  as  Easter.  Hence 
I  have  more  time  to  study  my  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
see  in  the  i.ssye  of  April  14  a  letter  from  '  E. 
P.  G.'  asking  for  a  remedy  for  stickiness  in  water- 
proofed silk  lines.  I  wi.-ih  I  knew  one.  I  have 
■fade  many  experiments  without  much  success  ; 
but  perhaps  some  account  of  my  failures  may  save 
fellow-sui.ercrs  useless  trouble,  even  if  it  does  not 
suggest  the  right  plan  of  campaign. 

"  One  line  made  by  Hardy  Brothers,  although  it 
had  been  hung  up  in  open  coil  (3ft.  in  circum- 
ference) in  an  even  temperature  for  two  years, 
broke  out  in  eruption,  so  sticky  that  I  could  hardly 
separate  the  adherent  coils.  Those  who  know  the 
firm  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  they  took  the 
line  back  and  did  all  they  could  to  remedy  the 
defect.  The  line,  when  returned  to  me,  looked 
lovely.  It  still  felt  a  little  sticky,  but  this  I  expected 
would  get  right  if  it  were  exposed  to  the  air  for  a 
time — a  treatment  recommended  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Harder,  who  kindly  gave  much  personal  attention 
to  effecting  a  cure.  Alas  !  the  sweating  sickness 
recurred,  and  the  line  became  useless.  It  is  now 
— scraped,  scarred,  and  sand-papered — degraded  to 
a  pike-line !  Another  line  of  mine,  made  by 
Eaton  and  Deller,  developed  the  same  disease,  and 
on  appealing  to  that  firm  I  was  assured  nothing 
could  be  done  to  remedy  the  defect,  and  the  line 
was  returned  to  me.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  is 
Professor  of  Chemistry  at  one  of  our  be^t-known 
colleges,  volunteered  to  try  his  hand.  He  did.  He 
cut  the  line  in  pieces  and  tried  all  the  most  recent 
discoveries  of  modem  science.  He  was  successful 
in  expelling  the  oil,  but  the  line,  after  treatment, 
looked  more  like  sodden  worsted  than  smooth  silk. 
I  then  took  the  case  in  hand  myself.  I  first  tried 
paraf&n  and  elbow-grease.    The  rubbing  frayed 


the  silk  before  the  oil  was  ejected.  Strong  petrol, 
as  used  to  remove  grease  from  motors,  was  my  next 
lubricant.  This  brought  away  more  oil,  but  again 
the  friction  spoiled  the  surface  of  the  line.  At  last 
my  wife,  rejecting  the  discoveries  of  recent  science, 
fell  back  on  housewife's  experience  and  washed  the 
line  in  a  strong  solution  of  '  gallscife  '  in  warm 
water — (which,  I  presume,  is  in  English  '  Oxgall 
soap  ').  This  eliminated  the  oil  without  in  any 
way  affecting  the  surface  of  the  silk,  but  the  line 
is  as  flaccid  as  wet  string,  and  needs  to  be  re-dressed 
before  it  can  be  used.  May  some  other  corre- 
spondent give  you  a  better  tip  !  " 

I  feel  sure  that  greasing  or  oiling  a  sticky  line  is 
of  little  use.  I  wonder  if  adding  some  mineral 
powder  which  is  insoluble  in  water  would  be  any 
use.  Personally,  when  I  get  a  sticky  line  now, 
I  use  it  as  string.  I  used  a  sticky  salmon  line  once 
for  hanging  up  pictures  until  they  began  to  come 
down  at  unearthly  hours  through  the  line  breaking. 

Outrageous  Tails  to  Trout  Flies — Barbless  Hooks. 

It  is  about  time  some  of  our  fishing  tackle 
makers  who  make  flies  put  some  decent  limit  to 
the  breadth  and  length  of  the  tails  they  put  on 
trout  flies.  If  they  looked  at  the  natural  duns 
they  would  find  that  the  so-called  tails  are  ex- 
tremely fine  and  delicate  hair-like  appendages,  and 
never  exceed  three  in  number.  Also  they  are  not 
in  nature  found  stuck  together,  and  sticking  out 
in  the  same  line  as  the  body,  but  are  cocked  up  at 
an  angle  like  a  turkey's  tail  feathers  when  "  showing 
off,"  and  in  fan  shape.  I  have  seen  trout  flies  by 
good  makers  with  tails  like  a  bird  of  paradise.  I 
was  much  struck  the  other  day  with  a  Blue  Upright 
sent  to  me  by  an  American  amateur  fly  maker, 
Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  who  occasionally  sends  us 
interesting  notes.  In  this  fly  the  tail  is  made  of 
fibres  from  the  very  delicate  minutely-barred 
summer  duck  feather,  as  used  whole  for  May  Fly 
wings.  Mr.  Gordon  makes  each  delicate  spike 
stand  out  separate  from  the  others,  and  cocked 
up  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-fi.ve  degrees.  Tails 
made  of  two,  or,  at  most,  three,  fibres,  finer  than 
the  finest  needles,  taken  from  medium  size  natural 
red  and  blue  cocks'  hackles  are  as  good  as  anything 
for  tails  of  flies  which  are  not  barred  and  for 
barred  mallard  and  summer  duck,  providing  the 
finest  fibres  only  are  used  for  the  shorter  fibres  side 
of  the  feather.  Thick  tailw  are  as  objectionable  as 
those  short,  stubby  hare's  hairs  used  by  some 
makers  for  the  Hare's  Ear  Dun  as  a  hackle  at 
throat.  They  quite  mask  the  body  of  the  fly, 
which  should  always  be  visible  through  its  so-called 
legs.    Mr.  Gordon  writes:  — 

"  Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — Have  you  ever  seen  the 
barbless  hooks  made  and  used  for  fly  fishing  by  Mr. 
Seth  Green,  the  father  of  American  fish-culture, 
and  his  brother  ?  I  found  a  few  this  morning 
made  from  needles  by  Green  himself  many  years 
ago,  and  have  tied  a  fly  on  one  to  send  to  you. 
If  this  hook  was  not  snecked  a  trifle  it  would 
entirely  lack  the  quality  of  '  initial  engagement ' 
of  which  we  have  heard  a  good  deal.  In  Hardy's 
new  oval  shanked  salmon  hooks  something  is 
sacrificed,  I  think,  to  this  quality,  the  point  being 
directed  very  slightly  away  from  the  shank.  In 
the  old-fashioned  O'Shaughnessy  hook  the  point 
was  turned  out  more  decidedly,  and  for  many 
years  this  form  of  hook  was  considered  the  best 
by  many  good  anglers  in  this  country.  At  one 
time  all  the  Tweed  salmon  flies  for  use  over  here 
were  tied  on  very  heavy  wires  of  this  form.  They 
might  be  called  '  big  little '  hooks,  being  very 
strong,  with  wide  bend,  and  the  flies  were  small 
relatively.  Some  people  think  that  this  is  the 
best  hook  for  salmon  flies  to  this  day. 

"It  is  so  cold  and  windy  that  I  am  obliged  to 
pass  a  dull  day  nursing  the  stove.  However,  it  is 
easy  to  make  hackle  flies  with  fingers  only,  and 
only  a  few  simple  materials  are  required.  There 
was  one  vast  ice-jam  some  miles  below  here,  and 
when  the  thaw  and  rain  of  ten  days  since  occurred 
it  went  out  in  a  hurry,  leaving  the  wide  bottom 
lands  at  that  point  covered  with  heavy  ice.  Up 
here  we  scarcely  felt  that  rain  at  all  as  there  is  so 
much  more  swift  water.  No  damage  done  to  trout 
up  to  this  time,  but  there  is  very  little  snow  in  the 
woods  compared  to  what  there  usually  is  at  this 
season.  It  is  no  use  to  borrow  trouble,  and  we 
may  have  a  wet  spring  and  summer." 

I  have  often  seen  barbless  hooks  made  from 
steel  needles.    In  some  parts  of  Switzerland  and 


the  Tyrol  the  natives  dress  killing  hackle  flies  on 
hooks  made  by  themselves  out  of  steel  needles — • 
the  point  is  generally  turned  in  towards  the  shank. 
Being  so  fine  they  show  little,  and  penetrate  more 
easily  than  a  barbed  hook,  but  they  are  not  goins? 
to  supersede  the  real  hook.  I  believe  Mr.  Seth 
Green  caught  scores  of  trout  on  one  barbless  hook 
(not  the  "Edgar  "  barbless,  as  that  has  really  two 
points)  consecutively  to  show  the  hook  did  not 
drop  out  if  you  kept  a  tight  line  all  the  time. 


Bill  at  Inn  on  a  Trout  Stream  near  Calais. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Pay  ton  sends  me  thef  olio  wing  : — 


8.  d. 

"  One  beer   0  1 

Supper  and  bed   1  2 

Three  coffees   0  6 

Two  gins    0  2 

One  pint  milk   0  1 

One  breakfast   0  4 


2  4 

"  A  friend  of  mine  went  there  one  Saturday 
afternoon  and  stayed  till  Sunday  evening.  The 
'  three  coffees  '  and  '  tvfo  gin^  '  were  for  treating 
some  lo^al  men.  My  friend  had  a  trout  fried  for 
lunch,  for  which  no  charge  was  made. 

"  At  another  inn  on  same  strep.m,  where  I  got 
three  brace  of  trout  recently,  in  a  glaring  sun,  water 
clear,  I  paid  a  shilling  for  a  well-served  lunch — well- 
cooked  beef,  fried  potatoes,  bread  and  cheese, 
delicious  country  butter,  and  a  quart  of  good  light 
beer." 


Dull-Coloured  Note-Paper. 

Many  of  our  correspondents  have  no  idea  how 
bad  the  light  is  in  London  in  the  winter.  We  have 
to  use  artificial  light  nearly  all  of  December, 
January,  and  February,  and  when  they  write  on 
those  abominable  grey  or  slate  or  brown  papers, 
very  often  in  faint  ink  and  thundering  bad  writing, 
then  they  wonder  why  printers  make  mistakes  and 
editors  do  not  reply  to  queries  which  are  intended 
for  the  advertisement  manager.  Good  white  paper 
saves  time,  temper,  and  eyesight. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


FEEE  ANGLING  WATEES  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


It  may  be  taken  as  an  axiom  now  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  free  fishing  in  Scotland  for 
salmon,  grilse,  or  sea-trout,  including  whitling  or 
finnock.  Wherever  these  abound  they  either  belong 
to  the  Crown  or  to  private  individuals.  There  are 
no  public  rights  in  the  sense  in  which  thes?  are 
generally  understood,  and  if  any  so-called  public 
waters  exist,  it  is  because  the  Crown  or  private 
owner  has  not  seen  fit  to  assert  ownership.  There 
are  public  bodies  who  have  valuable  salmon 
fisheries,  which  they  throw  open  to  the  community, 
but  behind  them  there  is  some  charter  or  other 
granting  them  practically  private  ownership,  and 
what  is  not  private  property  is  claimed  by  the  Crown 
as  theirs. 

Thus  where  Salmo  solar  or  Salmo  trutta  is  con- 
cerned, but  it  is  otherwise  with  brown  trout.  Fario 
does  not  come  under  the  Game  Laws  north  of  the 
Border,  and  one  may  angle  for  them  ad  lib.  on 
unprotected  waters  without  the  least  hindrance  or 
risk  of  being  disturbed;  and  that  there  are  miles  and 
miles  of  such  in  "  the  land  of  the  mountain  and  the 
flood  "  goes  without  saying  in  every  county  and 
district  north  of  the  Tweed.  The  only  protection 
to  fario  in  the  open  season  is  under  the  Law  of 
Trespass.  It  is  quite  true  that  as  long  as  one  keeps 
to  the  bed  of  the  river,  one  may  kill  a  barro'B'ful  of 
brown  trout  without  legal  restraint  interfering  with 
the  even  tenor  of  one's  way  ;  but  as  soo  i  as  one 
steps  on  to  the  bank  with  one's  barrow  or  basket 
then  the  Law  of  Trespass  collars  the  lot.  The  fish 
then  becomes  the  property  of  the  party  on  whose 
land  the  angler  stands.  This  was  the  decision  in 
the  Spey  case,  and  which  for  all  time  settled  up  till 
then  a  much-disputed  question — that  is,  a  propriety 
in  brown  trout.  Put  simply,  one  cannot  angle 
without  permission  from  the  proprietors  of  the  lands 
through  which  the  stream  flows,  but  if  there  are  no 
private  proprietors,  then  there  can  be  no  hindrance, 
for,  as  a  rule,  the  Crown  does  not  assert  angling 
rights  where  there  are  only  brown  trout  to  protect. 
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There  are  locha  and  foreshores  let  off  by  the  Woods 
and  Forests  Department,  but  in  very  few  cases,  and 
mostly  where  other  additional  advantages  come  in, 
such  as  shootings,  are  rentals  derived  where  Salmo 
salar  or  Salmo  trutta  is  not  present. 

Although  there  are  ample  facilities,  and  many 
stretches  of  public  and  semi-public  waters  that  may 
be  fished  all  over  the  North,  and  the  farther  north 
the  better,  yet  the  tendency  nowadays  is  to  curtail 
these  on  every  hand  and  limit  them  as  much  as 
possible.  The  demand  for  angling  waters,  and  the 
constantly-increasing  army  of  anglers  who  visit 
Scotland  for  their  annual  holiday,  and  make  it  at 
other  times  their  playgrcen,  has  created  a  new 
industry— catering  for  their  wants,  and  proprietors 
have  not  been  slow  in  rising  to  the  occasion  and 
making  the  most  of  their  chances.  What  was  at  one 
time  despised  and  treated  as  worthless  is  now  looked 
upon  with  the  eye  of  the  lucky  owner  and  the  smile 
of  the  business  man  who  has  "  struck  ile."  Whatever 
might  have  been  thought  of  angling  rights  in  the 
past,  a  new  spirit  now  breathes  over  all,  and  every 
burn  and  stream  that  can  hold  a  trout,  if  not 
already  in  the  agent's  hands,  will  soon  be  so — such  is 
the  commercial  spirit  of  the  age.  It  is  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand  over  again,  and  will  go  on  to  the 
end  of  time. 

While  this  is  the  case  there  are  many  waters  that 
are  not  in  any  sense  private  waters,  and  others  again 
that  have  a  very  questionable  ownership.  An  asso- 
ciation has  been  formed  on  Tweedside  to  take  up  this 
question,  and  to  find  out  the  respective  rights  of  the 
various  owners  of  angling  waters.  They  have  it  also 
on  their  programme  to  ask  the  Government  to 
declare  that  there  is  no  property  in  trout — that  is, 
to  reverse  the  Sjiey  case.  G.  M. 


PATCHETT'S  PATENT  CAEKIER 
FOE  NET  OE  GAFF,  AND  OILEE 
FOE  DEY  FLIES. 
(Patent  Nos.  8537  and  8538  of  1905.) 


[I  ASKED  Mr.  Patchett  to  have  the  photos  taken 
to  show  his  capital  ideas  in  me,  Mr.  P.,  who  is  an 
old  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  a  practical 
and  clever  fly-fisher,  and  has  thoroughly  tested  his 
ideas  before  bringing  them  out.  I  told  him  if  he 
can  get  them  made  in  every  way  as  in  those  he 
showed  me  that  I  felt  sure  many  anglers  would 
appreciate  them.  The  net  in  photo  has  a  folding 
joint,  and  is  quite  long  enough. — R.  B.  M.] 

Landing  Net  Carrier,  GafI  Carrier,  Clearing 
Ring,  GafE  Extender,  Net  Extender,  Tackle 
Carrier,  Stiletto,  Chain  Ring  for  Sporting  Knifo, 
Fly  JBox,  etc.,  combined  in  one  article. 

Advantages. 

1.  Although  serving  all  the  above  purposes  (for 
which  separate  articles  have  hitherto  been  used), 
the  combined  article  is  small  enough  to  go  into  a 
waistcoat  pocket. 

2.  No  leather  straps  to  encumber  the  angler. 

3.  Carries  short  or  long  landing-net  (folding  or 
telescopic). 

4.  The  net  is  carried  out  of  reach  of  all  obstacles 
— namely,  brambles,  twigs,  barbed  wire,  rocks,  etc. 

.5.  Does  not  knock  against  the  legs  or  body. 

6.  Stiles  and  fences  can  be  crossed  with  ease. 

7.  Out  of  the  way  when  stalking,  lying,  kneeling, 
or  crawling  into  position  when  dry-Hy  fishing. 

8.  Suitable  for  dry  or  wet-fly  work,  and  especially 
for  wading. 

9.  Not  attached  to  fishing-bag,  which  can  be 
taken  on  or  off  (an  advantage  when  heavy  with 
fish  in  hot  weather). 

10.  Instantly  fixed. 

11.  Immediately  changed  to  another  coat  if 
desired. 

12.  Weight  borne  by  shoulders  and  unnoticed. 

13.  Net  cannot  be  misplaced,  its  loss  is  imme- 
diately noticed. 

14.  As  a  gafi  carrier  the  gaff  is  out  of  reach  of 
all  obstacles  liable  to  expose  the  point  to  the 
injury  of  the  angler. 

15.  Gaff  out  of  way  for  fly  spinning  or  bait 
fishing. 

16.  Gaff  cannot  be  lost  or  misplaced. 

17.  Net  or  gaff  at  rest  out  of  way  whilst  fish 
being  played,  but  immediately  available  at  the 
critical  moment. 


18.  The  brass  finger  extends  the  gaff  or  tele- 
scopic net,  allowing  angler  to  give  full  attention  to 
playing  the  fish. 

19.  The  brass  finger  holds  the  net  whilst  hook  is 
taken  from  ^sh  inside  net. 

20.  The  brass  finger  holds  the  bait-bag  for  the 
upstream  wormer,  etc. 

21.  The  brass  finger  carries  the  rod  in  bag  to 
and  from  the  fishing,  leaving  both  hands  at  liberty. 

22.  The  ring  which  carries  the  net  or  gaff  is  a 
clearing  ring,  useful  for  freeing  and  recovering 
tackle  (either  fly,  minnow,  or  bait)  when  fast. 

23.  The  stiletto  is  used  for  boring  hole  in  coat 
shoulder  for  fixing  brass  button  to  which  the 
carrier  is  fixed. 

24.  Tlie  stiletto  is  used  for  picking  knots  from 
gut  and  freeing  fly  eyes. 

25.  The  split  ring  through  pin  of  the  brass 
button  which  secures  the  brass  button  to  coat 
shoulder  is  useful  to  fasten  chain  of  sporting  knife 
or  fly- box  to  prevent  loss  when  wading  or  other- 
wise. 

26.  The  use  of  the  article  cannot  tear  the  coat 
owing  to  manner  of  fixing. 

27.  The  article  is  of  no  appreciable  weight,  and 
is  as  ornamental  as  useful. 

28.  The  net  carried  in  this  carrier  cannot  touch 
the  head  of  the  angler  if  the  carrier  is  fixed  to 
coat  in  position  as  illustrated. 

29.  After  use  for  a  few  minutes  the  angler  gets 
accustomed  to  position  of  net,  which  can  be  steered 
with  ease  to  escape  obstacles. 

Directions  foe  Use. 

1.  Take  out  stiletto  from  its  berth  inside  finger 
loop.  Bore  hole  under  coat  collar  with  stiletto  on 
opposite  side  to  hand  holding  rod.  Push  brass  pin 
of  button  through  bole  and  fix  the  split  ring.  The 
best  position  for  brass  button  will  be  readily 
found.  The  collar  of  coat  should  hide  the  head 
of  button. 

2.  Replace  stiletto  in  its  berth,  and  fix  the 

leather  strap  on  button. 

3.  Place  in  the  ring  the  gaff  or  net  according  to 
the  illustrated  position. 

4.  The  carrier  will  accommodate  a  telescopic  or 
short  net,  but  the  net  recommended  is  one  with 
folding  handle  about  4ft.  long.  It  has  a  brass  clip 
to  slide  into  the  second  button-hole  of  coat  to  keep 
net  steady.  For  a  left-hand  angler  the  second 
button  of  coat  is  utilised  to  keep  net  steady  by  a 
clip. 

5.  To  get  at  clearing  ring  slip  up  the  leather  and 
brass  finger  loop,  and  open  arms  of  the  clearing 
ring. 

6.  To  use  the  clearing  ring,  open  the  arms,  slip 
over  rod  and  line,  tie  arms  together  with  indepen- 
dent line,  pass  ring  down  rod  and  along  fishing 
line  to  where  hook  fast. 

PATCHETT'S  PATENT  DRY-FLY  OILER. 
Advantages. 

1.  Fits  in  the  reel  fittings  of  the  fly-rod  along- 
side the  reel. 

2.  Once  in  position  need  not  be  taken  out. 

3.  Never  forgotten. 

4.  Cannot  fall  out  with  reel  in  position. 

5.  Used  by  one  hand. 

6.  No  laying  down  or  disposing  of  rod  as 
necessitated  by  use  of  the  ordinary  oil  bottle. 

7.  Plunger  is  removed  with  ons  turn  from  the 
catch.  There  is  no  unscrewing.  Oiling  takes 
about  five  seconds. 

8.  Plunger  held  by  suction  even  if  not  held  by 
catch. 

9.  No  damage  to  clothes  from  oil. 

10.  Indestructible. 

11.  There  is  no  brush  to  soak  the  fly  unneces- 
sarily and  waste  the  oil. 

12.  Oil  is  applied  to  fly  by  silk  wrapping  on 
stiff  wire,  enabling  the  oiler  to  get  between  wings 
of  the  smallest  dun. 

13.  Oil-holder  constructed  on  safety  ink-bottle 
principle. 

14.  Arms  made  of  pliable  metal,  which  can  be 
bent  to  fit  any  reel  fittings. 

15.  The  line  does  not  get  hitched  when  shooting 
owing  to  position  of  the  holder. 

16.  Made  to  be  used  by  both  right  or  left  hand 
anglers. 

17.  Does  not  affect  the  balance  of  the  rod 

18.  Quite  an  ornament  to  rod. 

19.  Easily  filled. 


Directions  for  Use. 

1.  Remove  plunger  and  fill  about  a  quarter  of 
the  holder  with  odourless  paraffin.  This  quantity 
is  sufficient  to  last  for  many  weeks'  fishing. 

2.  To  fix.  Place  the  bottom  arm  in  the  bottom 
winch  fitting  close  to  the  side,  then  place  reel  in 
position,  the  handle  being  on  the  opposite  side  to 
the  holder,  then  bring  the  top  ring  over  both  reel 


PAICHiTX  a  ir'ATENT  OXL  BoTTLK  TO  CAREiT  ON 

Rod,  showing  separate  parts. 

arm  and  top  arm  of  holder,  jamming  the  reel  up  to 
the  arms  to  make  all  tight. 

3.  On  replacing  plunger  after  use,  twist  it  till 
catch  fits  on  pin. 

4.  The  holder  may  be  always  left  in  position  on 
rod. 


Showing  Oti.  Bottle  in  position  on  Rod,  and 
Plunger  in  use  oiling  the  Fly. 

The  rod  and  fly  are  held  in  the  right  hand,  and  then  in  a 
second  or  two  with  the  thunih  and  finger  of  the  left  hand 
release  the  oiler  by  a  half-turn,  touch  the  fly,  aud  replace  the 
oiler  or  brush. 

5.  Should  either  arm  of  holder  be  found  too  long 
for  any  reel  fitting,  snip  off  superfluous  length  with 
wire-cutters.  The  pliable  arms  should  carefully 
be  bent  to  the  desired  angle  to  fit  the  reel  fitting. 

J.  DixoxT  Patchqxt. 
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SOME  OF  MR.  PATCHETT'S  CAPITAL  INVENTIONS. 


SbOWINQ  GAif  BKINO  EXTENDED  ON  BrASS 
FiNOEB. 


Showing  Landing  Net  in  Cabbieb  and  Patent 
Oil  Bottle  on  Rod  (it  fixes  into  beel 
Wirmas  as  the  Reel  Plate  does). 


Showing  Gaff  in  Cabkieb. 
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THE  CANADIAN  CAMP. 


There  were  some  four  hundred  members  of  the 
great  sportsmen's  club  called  "The  Canadian  Camp" 
present  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  the  occasion  of  the 
fourth  annual  dinner  on  Feb.  26.  The  chairman, 
or  toast-master,  as  they  call  him,  was  the  Rev. 
Allan  MacRossie,  D.D.,  and  the  toast  of  the 
evening — "Camp-fires  and  their  Environment" — 
■was  given  by  Mr.  L.  F.  Brown,  who  said  : — 

Mr.  Toast-master,  ladies,  members  of  the  Camp, 
and  guests, — Here  are  notes  from  which  I  intended 
to  tell  of  camping  experiences.  I  shall  discard 
them,  take  a  great  risk,  and  try  to  talk  as  my  heart 
is  leading  mo  now.  For  your  approval,  apprecia- 
tion, and  applause,  roused  by  the  occasion,  by  the 
admirable  opening  address  of  our  toast-master,  the 
excellent  and  notable  response  of  our  guest  of 
honour,  and  by  these  pictures,  mean— must  mean — 
that  in  spirit  and  sympathy  we  are  already  gathered 
about  the  camp  fire  itself.  This  occasion  has 
become  unusual  for  even  the  Canadian  Camp.  In 
spite  of  these  electric  lights  and  the  cigar-smoke, 
this  Camp  seems  filled  with  the  summer  atmosphere 
of  the  North  Woods.  The  sound  of  night  wind  is 
among  the  spruces  ;  the  drone  of  the  trout  stream 
fills  the  tent.  The  glow  and  balsam  incense  from 
the  camp  fire  are  in  the  air  ;  and  that  fire  is  all 
right.  The  tent  and  the  bed  of  spruce  boughs  are 
fine,  but  we  must  have  smoke  from  pine  splinters 
or  dry  leaves  and  birch-bark — the  crackle,  sparks 
and  the  flame — until  the  smell  of  burning  balsam 
comes  from  that  backlog,  and  camp  is  home,  sweet 
home  !  We  talk  of  that  lire  best  with  our  hearts  ; 
words  hardly  seem  rich  enough.  We  would  love 
to  see  the  very  dead  embers  and  black  spot  on  the 
ground  where  our  last  camp  fire  shone  on  the 
happy  faces,  and  kindled  that  answering  glow  in 
our  hearts,  and  whicli  your  approval  reveals  as 
living  and  shining  hero  now — in  memories. 

During  my  camping  vacations  only  one  camp 
fire  was  too  sociable  and  unwelcome.  While  we 
slept  the  wind  woke  up  and  woke  up  the  woods. 
It  blew  in  cold  gusts,  and  the  wilderness  howled, 
and  we  awoke  to  find  our  tent  full  of  smoke,  and 
burning !  The  camp  fire  was  calling  on  us,  and 
our  excited  Irish  guide  denounced  it,  in  words  not 
permissible  here,  for  burnin'  his  smokin'  tobacco 
and  pipe.  He  said  if  he  had  only  seen  that  wind 
howlin' — seen  it  when  he  was  asleep,  or  seen  the 
fire  before  it  was  made — then  he  could  have  saved 
the  tent  for  use  after  it  was  burned  up  !  Sure,  the 
only  enjoyment  in  campin'  was  when  you  got  home, 
and  was  talkin'  about  it  away  from  any  camp  fire 
that  wanted  to  come  into  the  tent  to  get  warm,  and 
then  do  all  the  smokin'  itself. 

But,  sir,  to  sportsmen  the  evening  camp  fire 
means  a  tired  body,  but  the  tired  feeling  that  goes 
with  a  happy  heart  and  a  resting  head.  It  means 
a  savage  appetite  waiting  for  a  fish  or  game  supper, 
a  smoke  and  a  chat  in  the  firelight  afterward,  and 
genuine  sleep  while  the  fire  burns  low,  in  air  never 
breathed.  Sometimes  a  sportsman  seeks  that  fire 
to  forget,  to  heal  sorrow;  or  to  find  health  and 
courage  to  face  ordeals  ;  and  the  darker  the  night 
the  brighter  the  camp  fire  shines.  And  what 
friendships  !  You  do  not  know  your  comrade  until 
you  eat  and  smoke  with  him  by  a  night  fire  in  a 
wilderness  where  you  may  need  his  help.  There, 
sir,  your  practical  camp  chum  surprises  you  by 
reveahng  the  poetry  in  himself  ;  and  he  has  it  in 
him,  for  he  loves  a  camp  fire.  His  heart  is  warmed, 
unfolded,  disclosed  by  the  X-rays  in  that  firelight, 
and  any  moment  he  may  declare  that  it  seems  to 
him  that  the  trout  stream  chuckling  out  there  and 
the  wind  of  the  tops  of  these  pines  are  talking  and 
listening  to  each  other,  and  then  playing  duets. 
Or  he  asks  if  you  do  not  think  as  adorable  and  sweet 
a  place  as  any  in  Nature  is  a  pine  forest  in  sunshine 
after  rain,  with  leaf-shadows  dancing  on  the  stream, 
pine-board  table  and  tent ;  or  he  says  these  robins 
sing  their  twilight  rain-song  from  the  topmost 
twigs  of  the  spruces,  just  as  near  Heaven  as  they  can 
perch.  He  may  even  tell  you  that  nearly  all  wild 
nature  is  an  eye-harvest  set  to  music,  and  sings  its 
visible  harmonies  into  our  hearts  through  our 
vision — and  that  then  those  harmonies  sing  in  our 
hearts.  And  you  may  stifle  the  approval  in  y  ur 
heart,  and  tell  him  he  rides  a  hobby,  is  a  rhapsodist 
and  a  dreamer.  "Dreams?"  he  questions.  "All 
this  wild  environment  may  be  visible  dreams. 
'  We  are  such  stuff  as  ' — O  well,  say,  have  a  fresh 
cigar,  and  a  light  off  this  piece  of  birch- bark.  How 
these  cigars  have  improved  !  " 

Now  such  flincerity  is  infectious — we  feel  it  in 


this  Camp.  So  your  other  comrade  by  the  fire 
protests — asks  if  you  notice  as  you  wade  this  trout 
brook  in  hip-boots  that  you  can  almost  touch  not 
only  the  water,  but  foliage  extended  as  if  to  shake 
hands  as  well  as  to  snag  your  flies  and  leaders  ; 
and  ferns,  mossy  logs  and  rocks,  and  streamside 
clusters  of  flowers  that  nod  in  the  wind  and  seem  to 
be  alive  and  challenging  your  admiration.  That 
as  these  grateful  companions  recede,  you  feel  a  sense 
of  loss  ;  that  each  sight,  sound,  scent,  and  the  play 
of  lights  and  shadows  along  these  leafed  canons 
stimulates  to  keener  perceptions  and  lifts  a  fog 
from  your  senses.  And  when  the  twilight  and 
evening  redden  the  camp  fire  the  darkness  deepens 
the  mystery  of  the  woods,  and  that  sky  gets  spangled 
through  its  veil,  and  puffs  of  smoke,  pungent  with 
burning  balsam,  make  your  nose  and  throat  tingle 
(I  can  smell  that  smoke  now  !),  and  circling  patches 
of  foam  out  on  the  black  eddy  of  the  pool  come 
advancing  into  the  firelight,  pass  and  recede  into 
gloom,  the  watchers  by  the  fire  revel  in  it  all. 

Far  along  in  the  night,  as  you  replace  the  fallen 
brands,  and  may  get  your  face  heated  and  your 
hands  black,  you  notice  that  sounds  in  the  woods 
are  not  so  much  noises  as  they  are  fragments  of 
the  stillness.  And  then  you  hardly  escape  waking 
dreams.  You  are  with  the  earth,  not  with  way- 
farers upon  it — with  Nature,  not  human  natiure — 
under  the  spell  of  that  sound  of  falling  water  and 
the  mystery  of  this  wilderness,  the  night  fragrance 
and  sighing  branches  of  these  solemn  pinep.  Do 
not  the  quiet  trees  and  plants  claim  fellowship  and 
brotherhood,  and  welcome  you  as  their  guest .? 
You  know,  you  know  they  are  glad  you  are  with 
them.  You  are  led  through  Nature's  visible  beauty 
into  the  presence  and  source  of  her  vital,  invisible 
beauty,  and  know  something  of  its  meaning  in 
the  cry  of  that  whip-poor-will,  in  the  laughter  of 
loons  out  on  the  lake,  or  in  the  far-off  bellow  of  a 
moose  ;  something  of  what  was  meant  by  the  song 
together  of  those  morning  stars  ;  that  the  ordained 
elevation  of  the  land  gives  motion  to  that  trout 
stream,  makes  it  seek  the  ocean,  and  adorn  every 
white  cascade  with  its  own  little  shower  of  tossing 
water-pearls,  and  over  all  its  ripples  it  is  telling  an 
endless  story  to  its  o^vn  self  with  ten  thousand 
smiles  and  dimples  out  yonder  and  away  in  the 
dark.  You  commune  -with,  woods  and  streams, 
lakes  and  mountains  through  night  and  day,  while 
Nature,  for  you,  puts  on  robe  aft'r  robe  woven  of 
sunshine  and  shadow,  the  moonlight  and  the  star- 
hght,  and  changing  forms  and  colours  of  drifting 
cloud-ranges,  whose  raindrops  touch  your  face  as  if 
to  smooth  the  wrinkles  and  check  the  advance  of 
age.  O,  sir,  that  is  what  we  love — the  mysterious 
presences  that  we  call  Nature — unfenced  Nature, 
God's  Nature.  W^e  behold  her  best  when  in  great 
woods  and  by  remote  waters,  gathering  nightly 
beside  the  camp  fire.  And  that  is  why  we  bring 
sprays  of  Canadian  evergreen  to  all  these  white 
tables,  and  ask  you  to  wear  them  over  your  hearts  ; 
for  each  spray  contains  a  fragrant  message  from  the 
big  North  Woods.  That  is  why  so  many  sportsmen 
shoot  and  fish  less  and  less,  and  look,  love,  and  use 
the  camera  more  and  more  ;  and  why,  an  antlered 
caribou,  a  bugling  elk,  or  a  bighorn  sheep  standing 
on  crags  above  glaciers  may  have  his  beauty  of  life 
spared  to  him  in  his  own  fastnesses.  For  wild  hfe 
is  the  last  touch  of  the  Divine  in  Nature. 

It  is  not  easy,  sir,  to  control  feeUng  when  talking 
of  what  so  many  regard  as  almost  a  rehgion.  It  is 
not  easy  to  choose  what  to  say. 

Dozens  of  men  here  were  chained  to  their  desks 
in  the  cities'  heat  of  last  July  ;  they  had  to  endure 
it,  and  read  in  the  evening  papers  that  hundreds 
were  prostrated,  scores  dead,  with  no  relief  in  sight. 
And  then,  sir,  many  of  us  had  a  ride — in  the  New 
York  Subway  !  We  sweltered  through  those  night 
hours,  and  shrank  from  the  very  coming  of  each 
hot  day. 

Now,  what  wonder,  sir,  if  we  longed  for  and  could 
see  the  cool,  green  vistas  along  our  favourite  trout 
stream  away  up  in  the  wilds  of  sweet  Canada  ;  could 
see  that  thin,  blue  column  and  wisp  of  smoke 
rising  through  the  trees  from  our  camp  fire  burning 
right  on  the  ground  yonder  beyond  the  canoes  and 
in  front  of  the  tent  ?  I  can  see  that  fire  now,  and 
smell  the  smoke  and  boiling  coffee,  and  frying 
bacon  and  trout !  We  heard  the  splash  of  trout 
in  those  sohtudes,  the  spatter  of  raindrops  coming 
along  the  tree  umbrellas,  striking  the  tent,  and 
drowning  the  voice  of  the  stream  and  obscuring 
the  woods  in  mist.  Or  we  felt  cloud  shadows  passing 
over  us,  and  rushing  water  about  our  rubber  boot- 
legs, saw  reflected  hght  from  it  ahimmering  and 


flickering  on  overhanging  foliage,  and  the  crannies 
and  sleepy  hollows  of  whole  hill-slopes  and  ravines, 
dark  with  graceful  woods,  above  those  laurel  and 
rhododendron  bushes,  and  the  alders  and  the  fern- 
plumes  with  the  little  river  crooning  between,  or 
along  shadowy  lagoons,  where  parts  of  it  had  over- 
flowed into  the  woods  on  the  other  side,  and  limpidly 
gone  to  sleep. 

Such  fantasy,  sir — if  fantasy  it  be — some  men 
cannot  help,  any  more  than  the  wild  fowl  of  the 
loose  winds  and  free  waters  could  be  happy  in  a 
dusty  yard.  Why,  these  men  mean  to  watch  more 
camp  fires,  where  the  countenance  of  the  watcher 
often  has  an  expression  never  seen  but  in  the  light 
of  that  fire — a  man  face  to  face  in  a  wilderness  at 
night  with  his  naked  soul.  There  he  has  no  excuse 
for  being  wicked.  Camp  fires  sweeten  his  dis- 
position, teach  him  that  he  owns  stock  in  the  beauty 
and  grace  of  this  earth.  He  eats  and  is  comfortable  ; 
smokes,  and  is  more  comfortable  ;  sleeps,  and  rises 
refreshed,  and  wants  breakfast  hurried ;  drinks 
more  hot  coffee,  eats  fried  trout  with  fingers, 
complains  that  the  woods-hunger  makes  him 
ashamed  of  his  appetite  ;  lights  a  cigar  right  after 
breakfast,  draws  on  the  wading-boots,  and  grabs 
the  fishing-rod,  and  is  off  to  the  pool  where  he  lost 
the  big  one  yesterday  because  he  slipped  from  that 
log — yes,  and  found  the  water  cold  and  wet ; 
where,  as  he  poured  water  from  his  boots,  he  saw 
that  brown,  fluttering  bird  look  into  the  sky  to 
say,  *'  I'm  all  right !  "  and  he  answered  back, 
"  Everything's  all  right,  little  chap  ;  bo  am  I  if  I 
am  wet." 

For  months  he  grumbled  in  town  that  so 
much  in  the  world  is  all  wrong,  and  had  intellectual 
pride  and  satisfaction  over  dissatisfaction.  Yet 
here  he  wonders  how  much  of  the  suffering  and 
trouble  of  which  men  complain  so  bitterly  is  caused 
by  their  own  little  selves.  He  knows  why  his  wife 
wanted  him  to  go  a-fishing,  and  watch  more  camp 
fires.  She  was  tired  of  his  happiness  in  being 
miserable. 

From  each  fire  comes  reproving  knowledge,  as 
real  as  the  voice  to  Moses  from  the  burning  bush, 
that  this  is  a  good  old  world  ;  that  it  is  incon- 
ceivable that  the  intelligence  that  made  the  Universe 
and  him  could  have  been  so  untrue  to  itself  as  to 
mistake  the  world  even  without  his  help  ;  that  the 
gift  of  life  in  it  is  a  priceless  blessing,  full  of  duties 
and  hallowed  with  self-sacrifice,  mingling  defeats 
with  triumphs,  and  work  with  the  privilege  of 
camping  away  out  with  wild  Mother  Nature,  his 
trout-rod  a  wand  revealing  the  store  of  charms  she 
yields  to  her  votaries. 

These  are  some  of  the  lessons  to  the  watcher  by 
the  fire  in  the  wilderness.  The  mind-mists  born  of 
overwork  and  nerve-strain  in  town  vanish  ;  the 
current  of  his  life  grows  clear  and  musical,  like  his 
trout  stream. 

Sir,  we  have  here  two  or  three  brother  anglers 
and  campers,  including  yourself,  who  are  also 
fishers  of  men.  What  a  joy  to  them  to  know  that 
they 'and  their  followers  do  not  possess  all  the  religion 
in  the  world  ;  that  it  breaks  out  in  unexpected 
places,  hke  the  water  of  forest  springs,  and  that 
many  of  their  fellow-sportsmen,  who  are  only  poor 
sinners,  are  glad,  glad  to  stand  up  and  say  that 
they  also  "  have  seen  Him  in  the  watch  fires  of  a 
hundred  different  camps."  L.  F.  Beowjj. 

Here  is  the  menu : — 

Oak  Island  Oysters, 
Guaranteed  Thoroughly  Authodox. 
Puree  of  Labrador  Mink, 
Provided  by  Dillon  Wallace,  present  address,  some- 
where in  Ungava. 
Olives.     Radishes.     Celery.     Pine  Nuts. 
Escaloppes  of  Black  Sea  Bass, 
Caught  by  Rear- Admiral  Robley  D.  Evans,  Wash., 
D.  C. 

Fillet  of  Cinnamon  Bear, 
From  Banff,  Alberta, 
Provided  by  Hon.  F.  R.  Latchford,  Toronto,  Ontario. 
French  Peas. 
Roast  Cataxo 
From  Northern  Montana. 
{Served  for  the  first  time  in  public.) 
Provided  by  Col.  C.  J.  (Buffalo)  Jones,  Fredonia, 
Ariz. 
Baked  Potatoes. 
Roast  Japanese  Okito  Duck. 
Imported  for  the  occasion  by  Dr.  William  J.  Long, 
Stamford,  Conn. 
Salade  de  Saison.. 
Wild  Animal  Ice  Cream. 
Poimd  Cake.  Assorted  Fruit. 

Lumber  Camp  Cheese. 
Cafe  Noir.  White  Rock, 
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SOME  AEGYLLSHIRE  FISHING 
QUARTEES. 


For  roughness  and  ruggedness  and  "  tangled 
and  inextricable  boskiness,"  Argyllshire  yields  not 
a  jot  to  any  other  county  in  the  land  of  the  tartan 
Four  of  its  mountains  raise  their  cold,  weird  summits 
to  an  altitude  exceeding  3500ft.,  and  there  are 
several  other  giant  heights  ■which  do  not  fall  m\ich 
below  that  goodly  standard.  Its  rivers  and  fresh- 
water lochs  are  numerous.  The  majority  of  them 
are  redolent  of  historic  and  romantic  associations, 
and  actually  teem  with  salmon  and  trout.  The 
county  is  now  well  opened  up  with  railways  and 
steamers,  and  it  is  no  longer  a  "  far  cry  "  even  to 
the  most  remote  and  isolated  streams  and  tarns, 
The  shrill,  eerie  blast  of  the  steam  whistle  arouses 
the  slumbering  echoes  in  almost  every  green  grassy 
corrie  and  every  steep,  rocky  gorge. 

Loch  Awe  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  accessible 
lochs  in  the  country  of  the  Campbells.  The  Cal- 
lander and  Oban  Railway  winds  along  its  north 
shore,  and  carries  the  ardent  fisherman  right  to  the 
edge  of  the  water.  The  view  on  every  hand  is  en 
chanting  beyond  description,  the  shores  are  adorned 
with  beautiful  woods,  and  the  surroimding  moun- 
tains are  lofty,  stately,  and  of  superb  symmetry. 
As  an  angler's  resort  the  loch  has,  I  am  afraid, 
lapsed  somewhat  from  the  pre-eminence  which  it 
evidently  enjoyed  in  mediaeval  times,  when  its 
sombre  depths  and  weedy  creeks  were  tenanted  by 
myriads  of  salmon,  scUmo  feroz,  and  trout.  Two 
outstanding  circumstances  have  combined  to  mar 
the  excellence  of  the  loch  from  the  fisherman's  point 
of  view.  Its  limpid  waters  have  been  invaded  by 
hordes  of  pike,  and  before  these  voracious  and  ag- 
gressive intruders  the  original  and  rightful  occupants 
have  diminished  considerably  in  numbers.  Then, 
again,  two  or  three  trading  steamers  and  quite  a  large 
number  of  private  launches  are  continually  churn- 
ing its  surface  and  ruthlessly  disturbing  its  finny 
denizens.  These  conditions  notwithstanding,  Loch 
Awe  is  still  one  of  the  best  fishing  waters  in  the 
West  of  Scotland,  and  contains  a  good  stock  of 
salmon  and  trout,  and  of  salmo  ferox  not  a  few. 
He  who  would  cast  a  fly  or  troll  a  minnow  on  this 
loch  with  the  best  chance  of  success  should  visit 
it  in  April  or  May,  for  much  later  in  the  season  it  is 
here  somewhat  difficult  to  coax  members  of  the 
SalmonidcB  family  to  rise  briskly  to  the  occasion. 
The  common  trout  weigh  on  an  average  well  over 
ilb.  Loch  Leven  and  other  trout  are  being  intro- 
duced from  time  to  time,  and  well-devised  efforts 
have  been  made  to  effect  the  extirpation  of  the  pike. 
Excellent  hotel  accommodation  is  available  at 
Loch  Awe  Station,  Dalmally,  Portsonachan,  Tay- 
chreggan.  Ford,  and  Port-na-sherrich  ;  and  each 
hotel-keeper  has  boats  and  experienced  boatmen 
always  ready  for  the  use  of  his  guests. 

One  of  the  many  rivers  which  flow  into  this  loch  is 
the  Orchy,  which  takes  its  rise  amid  the  pinnacled 
glories  of  Blackmount,  and  is  among  the  finest 
salmon  and  trout  streams  in  Lorn.  Below  the  falls 
which  divide  it  into  two  parts  the  best  angling 
season  is  April,  May,  and  June  ;  but  a  visit  to  the 
upper  reaches  may  be  advantageously  postponed 
until  the  fag-end  of  summer  and  the  beginning  of 
autumn.  Inveroran  Hotel,  Dalmally  Hotel,  and 
the  Royal  Hotel,  Tyndrum,  form  suitable  centres 
from  which  to  fish  the  Orchy. 

The  attractions  of  the  noble  river  which  emerges 
from  Loch  Awe  at  the  famous  Pass  of  Brander  are 
too  well  known  to  require  any  description  here. 
All  summer  it  may  be  depended  upon  to  yield  a  fair 
basket  of  sea-trout  and  salmon  ;  and  it  may  also  be 
exploited  in  spring  and  autumn  with  every  prospect 
of  good  sport.  It  is  within  easy  reach  oif  Taynuilt 
Hotel.  From  this  well-patronised  house  may  also 
be  fished  the  River  Nant  and  the  loch  bearing  the 
same  name,  both  of  which  are  well  deserving  of 
the  angler's  attention. 

One  of  the  most  charm'ng  spots  where  the  Wal- 
tonian  art  may  be  cultivated  is  Cuilfail,  situated 
within  fifteen  miles  of  Oban,  and  twenty-three  miles 
of  Ardrishaig.  For  grandeur  of  surroundings  there 
is  little  left  to  be  desired  ;  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
local  hotel  (Mr.  MacFadyen)  spares  no  effort  in 
order  to  make  the  stranger's  sojourn  pleasant 
and  enjoyable.  The  house  is  equipped  with  every 
modem  appliance  and  convenience,  the  cuisine  is 
excellent,  and  all  possible  means  are  taken  with  thg 


view  of  providing  ample  sport.  The  sea-fishing  is 
of  a  first-class  character,  and  large  catches  of  sea- 
trout,  saithe,  mackerel,  lythe,  whiting,  codling,  and 
gurnet  can  be  obtained.  Mussels  for  use  as  bait 
are  quite  plentiful  along  the  shore,  the  large  white 
and  yellow  fly  will  entice  the  lythe  and  saithe,  and 
the  sea-trout  takes  the  usual  loch  fly.  Salt-water 
fishing  can  be  engaged  in  at  all  seasons,  should  the 
weather  prove  fairly  propitious.  There  are  six 
splendid  fresh-water  trout  lochs  in  close  proximity  to 
the  hotel,  and  several  others  can  be  found  farther  off 
among  the  mountain  fastnesses.  All  the  lochs  over 
which  he  has  control  Mr.  MacFadyen  annually 
stocks  with  rainbow.  Loch  Leven,  Alpine  char,  and 
other  varieties,  and  the  results  obtained  fully  justify 
the  expense  and  trouble  incurred.  The  rainbow 
has  long  been  a  favourite  at  Cuilfail.  It  grows 
rapidly,  and  is  noted  for  its  gameness  and  spryness 
Mr.  MacFadyen  was  the  first  person  to  introduce  the 
Trinity  trout  to  Scottish  waters  ;  and  certainly 
they  prove  a  decided  acquisition  to  the  lochs  in 
which  they  are  deposited.  They  are  trained  to  feed 
on  the  surface,  and  consequently  rise  freely  to  the 
fly.  Supplies  of  suitable  flies,  casts,  and  other 
requisites  can  be  obtained  at  the  hotel ;  but  a 
person  wishing  to  provide  his  own  tackle  should 
bring  Zulu,  Woodcock  and  Yellow,  Red  and  Teal, 
Grouse  and  Glory,  Butcher,  Greenwell's  Glory, 
Olive  Dun,  Black  and  Blae,  Wickham's  Fancy, 
Soldier  Palmer,  Professor,  March  Brown,  Heckham 
Peckham,  Green  Drake,  Woodcock  and  Harelug, 
Alexandra  and  Coachman. 

In  Adamnan's  life  of  St.  Columba  mention  is 
twice  made  of  the  River  Shiel,  which  divides 
Moidart  from  Ardnamurchan.  The  writer  tells  us 
that  some  of  the  Saint's  companions  who  were  keen 
fishermen — strenui  piscatores — cast  their  nets  into 
the  river  and  captured  five  salmon.  Columba 
urged  them  to  try  again,  assuring  them  of  further 
success.  They  olaeyed,  and  duly  landed  a  fish  of 
extraordinary  size,  or,  as  Adamnan  describes  it, 
"  mirce  magnitudinis.^^  He  calls  the  Shiel "  fluvius  " 
— a  river  abounding  in  fish — and  the  Latin  term  by 
which  he  designates  it  is  "  Sale.'"  Anyone  ac- 
quainted with  the  Shiel  can  well  believe  all  that  is 
said  of  it ;  but,  as  a  local  gentleman  recently  pointed 
out,  the  example  set  by  the  Sa.int's  fishermen  has 
been  so  closely  and  sedulously  cop  ed  during  the  past 
fifty  or  sixty  years  that  one  wonders  that  the  whole 
race  of  salmon  frequenting  its  waters  has  escaped 
extermination.  A  more  enlightened  policy  with 
reference  to  its  management  has  lately  been  inaugu- 
rated, and  now  it  is  once  more  what  it  was  of  old — 
piscosus.'"  The  south  side  of  it  is  o%vned  by  Mr. 
C.  D.  Rudd,  of  Ardnamurchan,  and  is  preserved  ; 
but  rods  are  sometimes  let  by  the  day  or  month  on 
the  north  side,  belonging  to  Lord  Howard  of 
Glossop. 

Loch  Shiel  is  open  to  anglers  boarding  in  any  of 
the  neighbouring  hotels.  It  commences  at  the  foot 
of  Glenfinnan,  where  Prince  Charlie  unfurled  his 
standard  when  setting  out  on  his  dramatic  and  ill- 
starred  enterprise,  and  extends  to  27^  miles.  The 
mountains  which  flank  it  have  a  maximum  height 
of  2915ft.,  and  present  a  remarkable  variety  of 
outline,  and  truly  magnificent  is  the  grouping  of 
their  stupendous  masses.  On  Sept.  15,  1873, 
Queen  Victoria  drove  from  Inverlochy  Castle  to 
"  Loch  Shiel,  a  freshwater  loch,  with  fine,  very  high 
hills  on  every  side.  As  we  suddenly  came  on  Loch 
Shiel  from  the  narrow  glen,  lit  up  with  sunshine, 
with  the  fine  long  loch  and  rugged  mountains  3000ft. 
high,  rising  all  around,  with  no  habitation  or 
building  to  be  seen  except  the  house  of  Glenaladale, 
I  thought  I  never  saw  a  lovelier  or  more  romantic 

spot,  or  one  which  told  its  history  so  well."  

("  More  Leaves,"  1884.)  There  are  good  brown 
trout  in  the  loch,  though  they  are  not,  perhaps,  so 
numerous  as  in  days  lang  syne  ;  and  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout  are  plentiful.  The  salmon  run 
gamely  when  hooked,  and  the  trout  are  generally 
very  fine  and  heavy.  The  loch  is  at  its  best  from 
the  beginning  of  June  till  the  end  of  September, 
and  phantom  minnows  and  ordinary  loch  flies  are 
used  with  good  effect.  Accommodation  is  secured 
at  Ardshealach  House,  pleasantly  situated  about 
300  yards  from  the  loch  and  a  mile  from  Shiclbridge, 
at  Loch  Shiel  Hotel  in  the  same  locality,  at  Salcn 
Hotel,  at  London  House,  Strontian,  and  at  Stage 
House,  Glenfinnan.  Boats  and  boatmen  are  kept 
at  all  these  houses,  posting  is  undertaken,  and,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  other  hotels  which  I  mentioned, 
the  tariff  ranges  from  10s.  to  14s.  a  day,  with 
modified  terms  in  the  case  of  long  visits.      A.  H. 


WOELD'S  TOURNAMENT  OF  BAIT 
AND  FLY  CASTING. 


An  International  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tonma. 
ment  will  be  held  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  U.S.A., 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Aug.  3  and  4,  1906.  Held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Kalamazoo  Bait  and 
Fly  Casting  Club,  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  Fly 
and  bait  casters  throughout  the  world  are  earnestly 
invited  to  attend  this  tournament  and  compete,  as 
it  is  intended  to  make  it  of  as  wide  a  scope  as 
possible,  covering  all  such  forms  of  casting  as  may 
be  deemed  .advisable  and  feasible. 

Contestants  from  other  parts  of  the  world  will 
find  every  effort  made  to  arrange  contests  in 
conformity  with  those  forms  of  casting  with  which 
they  are  familiar. 

Among  the  events  scheduled  will  be  Long 
Distance  Fly,  Delicacy  Fly,  and  Distance  and 
Accuracy  Fly,  together  with  Long  Distance  Bait 
(^oz.  weight).  Distance  and  Accuracy  Bait  (Joz. 
weight),  and  Delicacy  and  Accuracy  Bait  (ioz. 
weight).  Team  contests  and  other  interesting 
features  are  contemplated,  and  will  be  carried  out 
if  there  are  entries  enough  to  make  it  of  special 
interest. 

Beautiful  trophies  will  be  provided  for  all  leading 
events,  and  a  large  number  of  attractive,  valuable, 
and  appropriate  prizes  will  be  awarded. 

Naturally,  the  rules  of  the  Kalamazoo  Bait  and 
Fly  Casting  Club  wfll  prevail,  but  exceptions  will 
be  made,  where  deemed  advisable  in  behalf  of 
visiting  anglers — the  desire  being  to  make  this 
tournament  as  nearly  representative  as  possible  of 
all  forms  of  expert  angling  at  large,  and  sugges- 
tions from  anglers  contemplating  attendance  at 
the  tournament  are  earnestly  requested  and  will 
receive  careful  consideration  if  received  in  time. 

The  tournament  is  open  to  either  representatives 
of  clubs  or  unattached  individuals.  A  nominal 
entrance  fee  will  be  charged  in  each  event.  Hand- 
some souvenir  and  illustrated  programmes  will  be 
provided,  and  no  labour  nor  expense  will  be  spared 
to  make  this  one  of  the  most  successful  tour- 
naments in  angling  annals. 

Special  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  com- 
fort and  enjoyment  of  all  attending  this  tour- 
nament, also  social  features,  fishing  trips  and  other 
enjoyable  sports  other  than  the  tournament  will  be 
provided  for  the  pleasure  of  the  guests. 

All  anglers  contemplating  entering  the  tour- 
nament and  all  clubs  proposing  to  send  repre- 
sentatives are  urged  to  communicate  at  the  earliest 
moment  with  the  secretary,  Mr.  T.  L.  Fenker, 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  who  will  also  furnish  anyone 
with  further  information,  programmes,  etc.  The 
following  names  comprise  the  Tournament  Com- 
mittee:— Mr.  B.  L.  Shutts  (president),  Dr.  N.  B. 
Hall  (vice-president),  Mr.  E.  R.  Owens  (Capt.), 
Mr.  Wm.  E.  Kidder,  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Fenker 
(recording  secretary). 


THOSE  STRANDED  TRENT 
BARBEL- 
By  the  "  Trent  Otter." 


A  WEEK  or  two  back  I  noticed  a  report  in  one  of 
the  daily  papers  of  the  finding  of  a  large  quantity 
of  dead  barbel  down  the  waters  of  the  Lower  Trent. 
Various  theories  were  advanced  as  to  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  this  great  loss  to  the  stock  of  the 
sporting  fish  of  that  famous  river.  Poachers  and 
dynamite  were  suggested  among  other  probable 
causes  ;  but  it  appears  from  investigation  to  owe 
its  origin  to  perfectly  natural  conditions.  For  long 
years  I  fished  that  particular  reach  of  the  Trent, 
and  knew  its  every  bend,  hole,  and  shallow,  and 
many  were  the  bags  of  fish  I  and  other  well-known 
Trent  anglers  had  from  there  at  various  times. 
Some  odd  times  the  late  Charlie  Hudson,  the  old 
Dunham  professional  (now,  alas  !  dead)  and  myself 
would  notice  a  dead  barbel  or  two  stranded  in  an 
odd  corner,  and  we  always  set  it  down  to  an  extra 
strong  tide  that  now  and  again  sweeps  up  the  river 
for  many  miles  above  that  point,  washing  those  fish 
into  a  stagnant  corner,  and  leaving  them  there 
when  the  tide  water  receded.  This  change  of  habitat 
was  not  conducive  to  the  well-being  of  those  fish, 
so  that  gradually  they  sickened  and  died. 

When  I  read  that  no  less  than  150  of  those  fish 
had  perished,  some  of  them  weighing  as  much  as 
101b.  each,  I  was  startled,  and  cursed  the  poacher 


284 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  21,  1906 


and  all  his  ways,  forgetting  for  the  moment  to 
inquire  as  to  the  exact  locale  of  the  defunct  barbel. 
It  appears  now  that  the  whole  of  them  were  found 
in  a  stagnant,  sluggish  swamp  that  is  situated 
between  the  villages  of  Normanton  and  Dunham. 
The  river  at  this  particular  spot  is  divided  into  two 
by  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  the  Clifton  side  half  being 
a  very  good  stream,  while  the  other  half  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  foul,  stagnant  backwater.  A 
heavy  tide  or  a  downward  push  of  water  some  time 
or  other  carried  those  fish  into  that  noisome  swamp, 
with  the  result  that  would  eventually  prove  fatal  to 
them  sooner  or  later. 

That  little  paragraph  about  the  dead  barbel  woke 
up  old  memories,  and,  in  fancy,  I  could  see  the 
winding  river  as  it  flowed  along  from  Carlton,  away 
down  past  Sutton  Holmes,  that  at  one  time  just 
there  had  such  a  tremendous  stream  running  that  a 
tug  drawing  a  loaded  barge  would,  with  nearly 
red-hot  funnel,  and  spitting  fire  and  stream,  have 
a  difficulty  in  progressing  upstream  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  within  an  hour.  A  little  lower  down  from 
where  the  barbel  were  found,  just  at  an  abrupt 
bend,  there  was  a  bream  hole,  and  this  hole  was 
right  under  the  shadow  of  a  wooded  cliff,  a  landmark 
easily  seen  and  remembered.  There  was  nearly  a 
depth  of  40ft.  of  water  in  that  hole,  and  bream  were 
there  by  the  cartload.  Old  Charlie  Hudson  used  to 
keep  that  swim  constantly  baited  ;  he  had  a  roomy 
houseboat  moored  close  by,  and  looked  upon  that 
bream  hole,  locally  knoAn  as  Dunham  Dubs,  as  his 
own  particular  freehold  estate.  He  was  a  good  old 
sort,  and  many  and  many  were  the  huge  bags  of 
bream  he  helped  his  patrons  to  get.  One  red-letter 
day  he  got  15  stone  ( I41b.  to  the  stone).  And  one  day, 
after  a  long  and  mighty  tussle,  he  landed,  on  his 
bream  tackle  and  a  worm  for  bait,  a  pike  of  27lb., 
by  far  the  largest,  he  said,  of  his  sixty  years'  expe- 
rience. The  slider  floats  we  used  there — floats  a  foot 
or  more  long,  and  carrying  an  amazing  amount  of 
shot  and  lead — were  the  despair  and  admiration 
of  fishermen  visitors  who  knew  not  the  depth  of  the 
Dubs,  nor  the  strength  of  its  current. 

Just  above  the  bream  hole  there  was  one  of  the 
finest  barbel  swims  it  ever  was  my  lot  to  fish  ;  it  had 
a  good  straight  run  of  water  with  a  beautiful  bottom, 
but  ledgering  was  always  more  effective  than  float- 
fishing.  I  have  known  odd  bags  of  ten  and  a  dozen 
barbel  to  be  had  from  there  that  would  average  51b. 
per  fish.  That  bend  of  the  river,  from  Clifton  down 
to  Dunham,  was  a  good  place  for  most  sorts  of  fish, 
and  plenty  of  swims  could  be  operated  on  from  the 
bank.  What  I  considered  to  be  one  of  its  charms 
was  the  fact  that  it  was  six  miles  from  a  railway 
station,  and  out  of  the  beaten  track.  Tuxford,  on 
the  G.N.R.,  and  Torksey,  on  the  M  S.  and  L.R.,  were 
the  two  nearest  stations  ;  and  the  Bridge  Inn, 
Dunham,  used  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  of  riverside 
houses.  For  years  I  regularly  fished  Dunham  and 
district,  and  was  hardly  ever  disappointed — barbel, 
bream,  chub,  roach,  perch,  pike,  and  flounders  being 
the  principal  fish — the  old-world  character  of  the 
place  having  a  charm  all  its  o\vn.  If  anyone  was  to 
go  down  there  for  an  autumn  holiday,  and  roam  that 
stretch  of  the  Trent  between  Clifton  Hill  and 
Dunham  Bridge,  he  would  find  a  diversity  of  water 
and  a  selection  of  fish  that  ought  to  please  the  most 
fastidious,  while,  if  he  hired  a  boat,  which  can  be 
done  at  a  small  cost,  he  could  command  chub  boughs 
and  roach  swims  that  could  not  be  got  at  by  any 
other  means.  My  reooUections  of  days  down  there 
are  among  the  pleasantest  of  my  fairly  long  fishing 
career  ;  and  those  unfortunate  barbel  on  the  very 
spot  let  loose  a  whole  flood  of  reminiscences. 


CALIFOKNIA  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Feb.  27.— Editor  Forest 
and  Stream :  Every  man  who  loves  outdoor  life 
and  desires  to  see  that  the  natural  heritages  of 
man  be  preserved  and  protected  for  the  present 
and  future  generations,  will  be  pleased  to  know 
that  out  on  the  Pacific  Coast  an  organisation  has 
successfully  passed  the  experimental  stages  and 
that  the  California  Anglers'  Association  stands 
forth  as  an  earnest  and  active  advocate  of  the 
propagation  and  protection  of  the  game  fish  that 
are  now  so  plentiful  in  this  great  State. 

The  association  was  organised  a  year  ago,  and 
its  mission  and  usefulness  has  become  recognised 
by  all  right  thinking  people  as  one  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  State.  The  association  has 
magnificent  quarters  in  San  Francisco,  and  its 


membership,  which  is  increasing  rapidly,  has 
reached  the  two  himdred  mark,  and  comprises  the 
best  citizenship  to  be  found  in  the  Golden  State. 
The  organisation  has  become  by  reason  of  its 
environments  quasi-public  in  its  sphere  of  useful- 
ness. It  is  not  local  m  its  application  but  is  as  great 
as  the  State  itself.  It  came  into  existence  by  reason 
of  a  want  of  proper  understanding  on  the  part 
of  the  people  generally  as  to  the  dangers  that 
threaten  a  total  annihilation  of  our  game  fish 
by  reason  of  a  non-observance  of  the  laws  enacted 
for  their  protection.  The  association  has  actively 
prosecuted  offenders  who  have  violated  the  laws 
and  has  done  much  toward  protecting  the  salmon, 
striped  bass,  steelhead  trout  and  other  game  fish. 

The  association  is  managed  by  a  Board  of 
Directors  in  whom  all  property  rights  are  vested 
and  who  have  the  sole  management  and  control 
of  its  affairs.  The  board  consists  of  ten  mem- 
bers, five  of  whom  go  out  of  oflBce  every  year. 
The  directors  are  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  association  and  hold  office  for 
two  years.  The  present  Board  of  Directors  and 
officers  are  as  follows: — James  Watt,  president ; 
D.  M.  Sachs,  vice-president ;  Achilla  Roos,  second 
vice-president;  W.  R.  Eaton,  secretary;  Western 
National  Bank,  treasurer.  Board  of  Directors : 
0.  J.  Ashlin,  John  Butler,  R.  G.  Haas,  E.  M. 
Pomroy,  J.  S.  Swan,  Wm.  F.  Hillegass,  C.  R. 
Overholtzer,  John  H.  Sammi,  Samuel  A.  Wells, 
George  A.  Wentworth.  Finance  Oommittee: 
Joseph  Pincus,  L.  V.  Merle,  L.  Levy. 

G.  A.  W. 

[It  is  interesting  to  note  that  many  of  the  officers 
of  the  association  have  names  well  known  in  con- 
nection with  angling  in  this  country — such  as 
Sachs,  Eaton,  Butler,  Haas,  Swan,  and  Wells.  I 
wish  the  new  association  all  success. — Ed.  F.O.^ 


A  DAY'S  GROUND- 
FISHING. 


[Fbom   the  revised   edition   of   "The  Sea- 

FlSHERMAN,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WttCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  266.) 

It  is  considered  that  scarcely  a  more  enticing  bait 
can  be  put  into  the  water  for  a  conger  than  a 
pilchard  ;  but  it  has  one  great  drawback — namely,  if 
the  fish  do  not  feed  heartily,  but  are  in  a  picking 
humour,  they  easily  rob  the  hook  ;  consequently, 
mackerel  is  preferred  when  attainable,  as  it  possesses 
a  tough  skin  compared  with  that  of  the  pilchard, 
which  is  more  tender  than  any  other  fish  of  the 
same  size.  We  had  no  mackerel,  however,  on 
board,  although  we  towed  a  couple  of  lines  on  our 
way  out,  in  hopes  of  taking  one  or  two,  which 
would  have  been  very  useful  to  us  on  the  present 
occasion,  for  the  appetite  of  the  fish  having  been 
whetted  by  the  pilchards,  he  would  have  been  pretty 
certain  to  gorge  a  piece  of  mackerel,  "  pilchards 
being  a  gathering  bait  and  mackerel  a  killing  bait  " 
— an  old  and  very  truthful  adage  of  the  Cornish 
fishermen.  As  his  congership,  however,  evidently 
required  "  cream  upon  pilchards  " — as  something 
out  of  the  common,  and  usually  considered  unneces- 
sarily rich,  is  termed  in  the  west — we  found  an 
efficient  substitute  in  a  freshly-caught  fish,  which, 
placed  on  the  hook  in  a  particular  manner,  induced 
the  conger  to  "  bite  home."  Selecting  a  "  gilligant" 
and  scraping  off  the  scales,  the  fisherman  entered 
his  knife  at  the  tail,  and  cut  up  towards  the  head 
to  within  an  inch  of  it ;  then,  turning  the  fish  over, 
he  served  the  other  side  in  the  same  manner,  and 
removed  the  backbone  ;  and  entering  the  point  of 
the  hook  down  the  throat,  he  brought  it  out  below 
the  gills  at  the  end  of  the  incision,  an  inch  from  the 
head,  and  twisting  one  of  the  sides  of  the  bait 
roimd,  so  placed  it  on  the  point  of  the  hook  that 
the  outside  was  turned  inside,  and  the  inside  would 
be  first  offered  to  the  fish.  Provincial  names  are 
generally  an  effectual  disguise,  and  as  my  readers 
may  probably  be  puzzled  to  know  what  fish  is 
meant  by  this  appellation,  I  had  better  perhaps 
inform  them  that  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
the  power  or  poor-cod  {Morrhua  minvla),  so  frequent 
round  our  coasts,  and  known  as  the  king-fish  in 
Scotland.  This  freshly-cut  bait,  although  not  in 
reality  as  rich  as  pilchard,  evidently  possessed 
an  irresistible  attraction  for  our  slippery  friend,  as 
he  seized  it  without  his  previous  caution,  and  that 
"  music  on  the  water  "  which  the  fisherman  loves 
to  hear,  technically  termed  "  sawing  timber  "  (as  the 


tightened  line  cuts  into  the  gunwale),  told  an  un- 
mistakable tale  of  weight  below. 

The  water  being  only  twelve  fathoms  deep,  the 
fish  was  soon  alongside  ;  one  splash,  a  struggle,  and 
taking  the  snood  short  in  his  hand,  Rogers  lifted 
him  into  the  boat,  and  only  just  in  time,  for  he  had 
scarcely  so  done  when  the  hook  lost  its  hold,  and 
the  fish  fell  safely  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat, 
apparently  uninjured,  lashing  its  tail  rapidly  to  and 
fro,  and  taking  entire  charge  of  that  part  of  the 
boat  in  which  I  was  stationed  between  the  two 
after  thwarts.  There  he  lay,  lead-coloured  in  hue, 
"  rather  pale  about  the  gills,  and  certainly  doosed 
fishy  about  the  eyes,"  staring  as  the  whole  fraternity 
of  congers  has  been  remarked  to  stare  from  time 
immemorial — whose  fixity  of  gaze  has  thence  passed 
into  a  proverb — sometimes  remaining  quiet  and 
apparently  at  ease,  then  again  gliding  slowly  over 
the  bottom  of  the  boat  in  changing  S-curves,  and 
threatening  to  invade  the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the 
stem-sheets  with  his  unwelcome  presence. 

Although  he  took  such  a  deal  of  catching,  he  was 
not  very  large  after  all,  but  a  well-conditioned  brute 
about  141b.  or  15lb.,  and  "  worth  eighteenpence," 
the  fisherman  observed,  contemplating  his  slimyship 
with  an  eye  to  business,  for  we  had  so  much  other 
fish  in  the  boat  that  we  did  not  regard  the  conger 
except  in  the  light  of  an  accession  to  our  catch, 
from  which,  having  selected  what  we  feel  inclined, 
we  leave  the  rest  for  the  fisherman's  private  advan- 
tage. Not  that  a  piece  of  conger  is  unpalatable, 
if  nicely  dressed,  particularly  the  head  and  six 
inches  behind  it,  baked  in  a  dish  with  veal  stuffing, 
as  I  have  previously  recommended  in  the  case  of 
the  blue-bream,  bekker,  or  braize.  This  part  of  the 
conger,  the  head  especially,  must  be  exceedingly 
nourishing  from  its  very  glutinous  nature. 

We  tried  with  much  perseverance  to  take  more 
congers,  but  none  other  gave  us  the  meeting  :  they 
were  therefore  either  scarce  or  shy  on  account  of 
the  daylight,  for  the  conger  is  generally  a  night- 
feeder,  especially  in  water  under  ten  fathoms  in 
depth.  I  say  generally,  because  I  have  met  with 
occasional  exceptions  to  this  rule.  When  the  water 
fires,  or,  as  the  fishermen  term  it,  "  brimes,"  congers 
rarely  feed  well,  for  the  line  becomes  apparently  a 
cord  of  fire,  which  doubtless  frightens  the  fish  ;  as 
is  also  the  case  with  herrings  and  pilchards,  which 
shun  the  nets  when  they  become  phosphorescent. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  ferocity  of  the  conger 
after  capture  ;  but  after  having  taken  these  fish 
more  or  less  on  various  occasions  for  oyer  thirty 
years,  I  can  see  no  ground  whatever  for  this  assump- 
tion, having  stood  amongst  a  floor  of  conger,  so  to 
speak,  without  any  evidence  of  such  ferocity.  If  a 
person  is  awkward  or  foolish  enough  to  put  his 
finger  into  a  conger's  mouth  the  fish  will  very 
probably  nip  him  fast ;  and  I  have  known  them  to 
catch  the  hook  in  this  manner  between  their  teeth, 
and  so  firmly  will  they  hold  it  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  drive  a  thowl-pin  into  the  mouth  of  the 
fish  before  I  could  succeed  in  dislodging  it. 

The  increasing  sea  did  not  allow  us  to  ride  very 
quietly  in  our  exposed  position,  and  our  inquiring 
gaze  often  scanned  the  horizon,  watching  for  any 
indication  of  approaching  bad  weather  which  might 
render  it  prudent  to  abandon  our  sport  and  make 
for  the  shore.  This,  however,  proved  unnecessary, 
for  although  a  larger  wave  than  ordinary  would 
occasionally  break  against  the  bow  of  our  boat  and 
sprinkle  us  with  spray,  the  sea  had  not  attained  to 
such  a  state  of  agitation  as  to  render  safe  landing 
on  our  open  beach  a  matter  of  difficulty  or  doubt, 
and  we  therefore  continued  to  fish  on,  keeping  the 
weather  eye  open,  prepared  to  act  according  to 
circumstances.  As  to  standing  up  in  the  boat  to 
haul  the  lines,  it  was  perfectly  out  of  the  question 
for  any  of  us,  who  from  years  of  previous  experience 
had  not  shipped  our  sea  legs,  and,  in  fact,  it  had 
been  so  from  the  time  we  let  go  the  killick  stone. 
Still  we  put  up  with  the  kicking  and  jumping  of  the 
boat  on  account  of  the  sport,  for  the  intervals  were 
very  short  in  which  the  fish  did  not  come  on  board 
from  one  or  other  of  the  five  lines  at  work. 

My  three  friends  in  the  stern-sheets  hauled  away 
with  the  most  praiseworthy  perseverance,  and  the 
lines  were  kept  going  up  and  down  without  inter- 
mission. Our  lady  friend  also,  who  entered 
thoroughly  into  the  sport,  hauled  up  the  fish  pair 
and  pair  constantly,  unhooking  her  fish  and  fresh- 
baiting  her  hooks,  and  generally  managing  her  own 
line  entirely,  in  all  but  exceptional  cases,  when  the 
fish  in  their  eagerness  would  gorge  the  hooks,  and 
..ome  additional  aid  be  required  in  their  extraction  ; 
y.x  when,  by  reason  of  the  uneasy  motion  of  the 
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boat,  or  the  attempts  of  a  fish  to  escape,  one  line 
might  be  carried  round  another,  causing  a  foul,  and 
some  assistance  to  be  needful  "  to  undo  the  knotted 
hank." 

Rather  suddenly,  however,  although  not  altogether 
unexpectedly,  our  sport  slackened,  and  at  length 
almost  entirely  ceased,  for  looking  at  the  east  and 
•west  marks,  "  Drat  it,"  says  Rogers,  "  if  us  bajoi't 
a  drivin'  !  Bear  a  hand  here,  Jim,  and  get  up  the 
sling-stone  ;  us  'uU  bend  on  two  instead  of  one,  and 
let  go  again  a  little  vurder  out."  The  sling-stone,  or 
kiUick,  having  been  brought  on  board,  I  took  the 
oars  with  Jim,  whilst  Rogers  bent  on  the  second 
stone  about  a  fathom  behind  the  first.  This  is  a 
much  better  plan  than  placing  them  close  together, 
for  one  stone  can  thus  be  lifted  on  board  at  a  time 
in  hauling  up,  and,  in  addition,  the  space  between 
the  stones  gives  the  chance  of  catching  against  two 
projections  of  the  rock  instead  of  one — a  matter 
worthy  of  some  attention.  As  soon  as  we  had 
pulled  far  enough  to  the  southward  to  bring  the 
east  and  west  marks  a  little  open,  one  stone  was 
carefully  lowered  over  the  side,  and  the  second 
being  cast  after  it,  scope  was  given  until  the  marks 
came  properly  on,  and  we  were  at  liberty  to  go  to 
work  again  without  fear  of  driving.  "  There,"  ex- 
claimed Rogers,  "  that  'ull  hold  us  till  all's  blue, 
and  the  cows  comes  home  in  the  morning  " — an  old 
saying  amongst  seamen,  sufficiently  intelligible  as 
regards  the  hue  of  the  ocean,  but  not  exactly  clear 
respecting  the  holding  power  of  killick  stones  or 
anchors  in  connection  with  any  species  of  the  bovine 
genus.  It  would  indeed  be  a  curious  subject  of 
study  to  trace  out  the  origin  of  the  sayings  of 
Beamen,  many  of  which  are  doubtless  of  a  remote 
antiquity,  quaint,  terse,  expressive,  and  as  much 
8ui  generis  as  might  be  expected  from  a  class  of  men 
forming,  so  to  speak,  a  nationality  of  their  own. 

But  to  proceed.  A  number  of  heavy  intermittent 
tugs  were  felt  on  one  of  the  lines,  and  much  curiosity 
was  expressed  as  to  the  cause.  A  merry  laugh  went 
round  the  boat  as  a  pair  of  dirty-looking  speckled 
dogfish  came  on  board  with  snake-like  contortions, 
and  were  dropped  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  only 
to  be  immolated  on  the  altar  of  enraged  fishermen, 
who  in  most  cases,  as  in  the  present,  setting  one 
foot  on  the  head  and  another  on  the  tail,  divide  the 
vertebrae  at  the  neck,  and  then  throw  them  over- 
board to  be  devoured  by  either  the  finny  or  crus- 
tacean inhabitants  of  the  deep. 

We  took  also  some  three  or  four  specimens  of  the 
wrasse,  or  rock-fish,  one  of  the  common  kind  {Labrux 
rupestris),  and  one  or  two  of  the  variegated  sorts 
having,  from  the  brilliancy  of  their  colours,  the 
appearance  of  painted  fish,  namely,  the  three-spotted 
(Labrus  trimaculatus),  and  the  cook  or  cuckoo- wrasse, 
of  which  the  blue  marks  are  very  beautiful  in  their 
hue.  WTien  fishing  in  Guernsey  in  this  manner  we 
often  take  the  sea-perch  {Serranus),  but  it  is  not  so 
frequent  here  as  in  the  Channel  Islands  and  off  the 
Cornish  coast ;  it  is  not  unlike  the  pope  or  rufi  in 
appearance,  but  runs  up  to  eight  inches  in  length, 
although  commonly  smaller.  The  flesh  of  the  sea- 
perch  is  eatable,  but  that  of  all  the  varieties  of 
■WTasse  is  wretched  in  the  extreme,  although  much 
faten  in  some  parts  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  and 
looked  upon  as  a  regularly  marketable  fish  in  the 
Channel  Islands,  in  which  latter  district  it  is  custo- 
mary to  stew  them  with  onions.  I  have  seen  them 
71b.  or  81b.  in  weight,  but  never  took  one  above  61b. 
myself.  They  vary  more  in  size  than  any  fish  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  catching,  and  I  have  taken 
them  of  all  sizes,  from  a  quarter  of  a  pound  to  61b. 

"  How  do  the  mussels  hold  out  ?  "  asked  my 
friend.    "  I  hope  we  shall  not  fall  short  of  bait,  eh  ?  " 

"  They  be  all  opened,"  said  Rogers :  "  and  I 
think  as  many  as  we  shall  want,  sir,  for  as  soon  as 
the  ebb-tide  makes  away  strong  we  shall  have  a 
nasty  lop ;  and,  as  the  tide  makes  along-shore 
before  it  docs  out  here,  we  mustn't  wait  too  long, 
or  we  shall  find  bad  landing." 

We  continued,  therefore,  to  fish  as  long  as  our 
bait  lasted,  and,  having  used  the  whole  of  our  peck 
of  muBseLs,  we  decided  on  running  home,  reeled  up 
our  ground-lines,  and  made  things  snug  in  readiness 
for  setting  our  canvas. 

"  Up  killick  "  is  the  word,  and  a  couple  of  hands 
tailing  on  to  the  cable,  the  stones  are  brought  to  the 
Burface,  and  one  after  the  other  carefully  lifted  on 
board  and  stowed  in  the  bottom,  so  as  not  to  shift. 
The  mast  is  now  stepped,  but,  whilst  the  sail  is 
being  unfurle^l  for  hoisting,  the  boat  has  drifted 
broadside  to  the  sea,  and  Old  Father  Neptune,  more 
pressing  than  polite  in  his  attentions,  falls  on  board 
ua  with^one  of  his  little  white  caps  on  the  weathe. 


quarter,  as  if  to  say,  "  Now,  my  lads,  it's  time  to 
clear  out  of  this."  Requiring  no  second  reminder, 
I  put  a  paddle  out  on  the  weather  side,  and  getting 
the  boat's  bow  round  towards  the  land,  she  imme- 
diately gathers  way  before  the  sea,  and  the  lug 
being  hoisted  and  sheeted  home,  urged  by  both 
wind  and  wave,  we  run  rapidly  in  for  the  beach. 

A  couple  of  mackerel  lines,  with  leads  of  a  pound 
weight,  were  put  out  on  the  principle  of  making  the 
most  of  the  occasion,  but  to  little  purpose,  for  the 
speed  of  the  boat  was  such  as  to  bring  the  leads 
nearly  to  the  surface,  and  the  only  fish  taken  was  a 
garfish  or  long-nose  (Belone  vulgaris),  which  was 
caught  on  a  spinner  about  two  hundred  yards  from 
the  land. 

When  we  had  arrived  to  within  about  a  hundred 
yards  from  the  surf  (breaking  in  a  line  of  rolling 
foam  on  the  shingle),  we  lowered  our  sail,  struck 
the  mast,  and  put  the  boat  under  a  pair  of  oars, 
intending  to  wait  for  a  smooth  and  get  on  shore  as 
dry  as  possible.  My  friends  in  the  stern-sheets 
were  requested  to  sit  on  the  after-thwart,  or  as 
near  to  it  as  convenient,  so  that  in  case  of  a  sea 
breaking  over  the  stem  they  might  meet  with  as 
little  of  it  as  possible.  In  other  respects  we  kept 
all  the  remaining  weight  as  far  aft  as  we  could, 
for  if  a  boat  is  down  by  the  head,  and  takes  a  heavy 
sea  in  the  land-wash,  her  forefoot  may  catch  on 
the  shingle,  and  if  she  does  not  instantly  free  her- 
self, the  chances  are  that  she  capsizes.  Not  that 
on  the  present  occasion  there  was  any  prospect  of 
such  an  eventuality  ;  but  it  is  well  to  acquire  habits 
of  caution,  if  only  to  come  on  shore  dry  and  com- 
fortable. This  we  managed,  with  the  exception  of  a 
slight  sprinkling,  of  which  no  account  is  taken  in 
beach-boating.  Being  now  close  in  with  the  surf, 
and  as  fair  a  smooth  presenting  itself  as  we  could 
expect  in  the  agitated  state  of  things,  we  seized  the 
favourable  opportunity,  and  with  a  few  sturdy 
strokes  sent  the  boat  on  to  the  shingle.  Jim,  who 
was  ready  with  the  painter,  leaped  over  the  bows, 
which  being  firmly  grasped  by  half  a  dozen  willing 
hands,  the  boat  could  not  haul  off  again  by  the 
reflux  of  the  wave,  and  we  were  all  on  shore  in  a 
twinkling,  excepting  our  lady  friend,  who  sat  fast 
on  the  thwart,  holding  on  by  the  gunwale,  until  the 
boat,  by  six-man  power  on  the  painter,  was  hauled 
nearly  high  and  dry,  and  she  could  step  conveniently 
out  on  the  shingle.  The  fishing-lines  and  killick 
stones  being  taken  out  of  the  boat,  the  painter  is 
passed  through  a  hole  made  for  the  purpose  in  the 
forefoot,  thus  enabling  us  to  lift  and  haul  simul- 
taneously ;  and  timing  our  efforts  with  a  succession 
of  deep-throated  "  Up-ho's  !  "  from  the  stentorian 
lungs  of  one  of  our  own  crew,  the  boat  springs  4ft. 
ahead  at  once  over  the  greased  ways  placed  in  her 
track,  and,  topping  the  copp  or  high-water  ridge 
of  the  slops  of  the  beach,  is  deposited  on  the  flat 
beyond  the  reach  of  danger. 

The  fish  and  line  baskets  are  now  carried  up  the 
path  to  the  "  cottage  on  the  cliff,"  and  whilst  the 
contents  of  the  latter  are  so  disposed  as  to  dry 
with  all  convenient  speed,  those  of  the  former  are 
emptied  on  the  lawn  and  counted  out  ;  the  result 
being  twenty-two  dozen  pout,  three  bekker  or  braize, 
the  wrasse  already  mentioned,  and  the  conger  left 
in  the  boat. 

My  friend  selected  as  many  fish  as  he  required 
for  his  own  use,  a  fry  for  myself,  and  another  lot 
for  distribution  amongst  his  neighbours  ;  the  fisher- 
man being  desired  to  take  the  greater  portion  for 
his  own  advantage,  whilst  the  wrasse  or  rock-fish  are 
devoted  to  the  prawn  nets  which  are  much  used 
during  autumn  on  the  South  Devon  coast. 

Thus  ended  our  "  day's  ground-fishing,"  which 
proved  a  very  fair  day's  sport  for  the  kind  of  fish 
of  which  we  went  in  quest. 

{To  he  continued.) 


GEKMAN  PHILOSOPHY. 

Again  I  found  myself  at  Boroughbridge — not 
for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  for  it  was  Easter  Monday, 
and  he  must  be  a  very  enthusiastic  fisherman  indeed 
who  thinks  to  catch  fish  on  Easter  holidays  at  a 
popular  fishing  resort,  where  the  candidates  for 
"honours"  are  so  numerous  that  one  has  barely 
room  to  fling  in  one's  line.  But  between 
Harrogate  and  the  Borough  of  the  Bridge  stretches 
one  of  the  sweetest  cycling  runs  in  the  county  of 
Broad  Acres.  That,  and  the  lovely,  dreamy,  brood- 
ing morning,  veiled  in  a  delicate  film  of  sun-suffused 
mist,  which  promised  a  rich  spring  day,  had  drawn 
my  lazy  limbs  on  to  the  back  of  my  iron  "  steed," 


and  landed  me  on  the  Brig  of  the  anglers'  resort, 
after  a  deliciously  lazy  ride  of  two  full  hours  for 
eleven  miles  ! 

It  was  now  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon, 
just  about  the  time  when  a  warm  sun  begins  to 
assert  himself  most  fiercely,  and  I  was  not  sorry  to 
slide  idly  off  my  "  horse,"  lean  him  against  the 
parapet  of  the  bridge  to  recover  from  his  fatigue, 
and  watch,  with  the  loving,  fascinated  eye  of  the 
angler,  the  sliding  curves  and  folds  and  eddies  of 
the  hurrying,  shining  water  of  the  Yore. 

Near  me  on  the  bridge  was  an  angler,  fishing 
from  the  full  height  of  its  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet. 
He  was  fishing  in  the  famous  Black  Hole.  Who  has 
not  heard  of  the  Black  Hole  of  Boroughbridge  ? 
The  other  Black  Hole  of  history  would  waken  a 
look  of  surprise  in  the  bucolic  countenance  of  the 
good  soul  of  the  Bridge  Borough,  but  you  just 
mention  the  Black  Hole  to  a  native,  and  the  most 
taciturn  will  have  some  talc  to  tell.  According  to 
local  fame,  it  holds  fish  of  incredil)le  size,  its  depth 
will  vary — of  course,  only  in  common  report — from 
12ft.  to  25ft.,  and  the  story  of  the  fish  extracted 
thence  by  "  hook  or  by  crook  "  would  form  one  of 
the  most  amazing  chapters  in  the  annals  of  the 
piscatorial  craft. 

The  angler's  big  float  bobbed  serenely  over  those 
mystic  depths  of  the  Black  Hole,  and  when  the 
patient  disciple  of  friend  Izaak  turned  to  put  a 
light  to  his  pipe,  the  patience  was  somewhat  ex- 
plained— he  was  clearlj'  a  German.  This  was  made 
much  more  evident  by  his  answer  to  a  question. 

"  Caught  anything,  friend  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Nod  this  year  !  "  was  the  somewhat  puzzling 
answer.  Then,  after  a  pause,  and  the  rumbling  of  a 
few  choice  gutturals  in  the  subterranean  depths  of 
him,  he  continued  : 

"  I  cawd  a  leedle  pike  last  year  down  py  de 
jungshun,"  pointing  down  the  river,  "  ov  de  river 
und  de  canal."  j , 

"  Oh !  "  said  I  encouragingly. 

"  Ya.  Id  vos  a  funny  catch,  dat  is  drue."  An 
introspective  laugh  began  business  somewhere 
within  him,  but  not  more  than  its  echo  escaped. 
"  You  see,"  continued  he,  "  id  vos  a  kreat  day  for 
vat  you  call  Ruff — Thomas  Ruffe,  or  Thomas  Rot 
— or  some  sudge  name — to  be  polide  !  Veil,  dat 
leedle  fish  vos  in  kreat  force,  xind  no  mishdake ! 
Dere  vos  so  many  ov  him  dat  when  him  und  his 
family  vent  past  vere  you  vos  standin',  de  river 
vould  rise  up  ad  once  over  your  boodlaces  !  I 
cawd  de  little  fool  till  I  vos  tired,  und  I  could 
hartly  pud  down  mine  foot  on  de  bank  for  his  tead 
bodies.  Ad  lasht  I  vould  dry  a  new  plan  !  I  vould 
fish  mit  one  ov  dese  Tommies  !  I  pud  on  some 
oder  hooks,  cut  off  de  spines  vrom  de  back  ov  one 
ov  de  Tommies,  und  vixed  id  on  der  hooks,  und  in 
one  blink  ov  de  eye  dere  vos  ein  pig  fish  tancing 
ad  de  boint  ov  mine  rod  !  Now,  dere  vas  ein 
leedle  poy  sidding  on  a  lok  ov  wood  pehind  me, 
und  ven  dat  fish  began  ids  dance  dat  poy  danced 
ash  veil — he  vos  so  egcited.  I  began  to  vind  in 
mine  fish,  bud  dere  vas  sudge  a  queer  sidevays  trag 
on  de  line  dat  I  couldn't  make  oudt  vat  fish  ov  a 
kind  I  hat  got.  I  egspected  to  see  ein  mighty  pig 
eel  by  de  vay  ov  its  goming  oudt,  put  I  vash  kvite  in 
a  mishtake.  Id  vash  a  pike.  Mine  net,  as  oftens 
before,  vas  oudt  ov  reach,  so  I  turned  my  pack 
upon  de  water,  und,  mit  vinding  upon  my  reel, 
tragged  de  fish  upon  de  sand  ov  de  pank.  But, 
ach  !  as  soon  as  his  pody  became  straight  on  de 
pank,  de  hooks  und  de  Tommy  came  oudt  ov 
his  mouth,  und  flew  up  in  de  air  over  dat  poy's 
head  !  De  fish  vas  not  hooked,  do  you  see  ?  He 
hat  only  got  dat  pait-fish  agross  his  troat,  und  ven 
his  pody  came  straight  on  de  sant  de  pait  und  de 
hooks  came  avay  !  " 

"  Then  you  lost  it  ?  "  I  asked  excitedly. 

"  No,  I  tid  nod  loosh  id,  pud  I  should  haf  done 
so  mitout  dat  poy.  Ven  he  saw  dat  fish  making 
for  de  vater,  he  jumps  off  his  lok  ov  vood  mit  ein 
shoudt  dat  I  vould  pe  looshing  de  fish,  und  dat 
leedle  poy  sids  down — plong  ! — on  to  de  pack  ov  dat 
fish  !  " 

The  end  of  this  exciting  episode  required  the  use 
of  a  match  for  the  re-lighting  of  the  incense. 

"  Have  you  caught  anything  to-day,  then  ?  "  I 
asked. 

"  No  !  " 

"  And  how  long  have  you  been  here  ?  " 

"  Since  dree  o'glocks  dish  morning  !  "  Good 
gracious  !  And  it  was  now  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon !  , 

"  That's  a  long  time  to  fish  for  nothing,  my 
friend  !  "  I  continued. 
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"  Veil,  you  see,  id  vas  dish  vay.  I  haf  some 
goot  mades  (mates),  but  they  vash  droubled  mit 
one  pig  mishdake.  They  do  nod  know  ven  deir 
dirst  is  slake,  und  de  more  extinvisher  dey  pud  on 
de  fire  de  more  id  burn  !  Now,  id  vas  holy-tay 
to-tay,  und  dey  vas  to  gum  for  me  ad  four  o'glocks, 
und  if  I  hat  gone  mit  dem  id  vould  haf  been  boose  ! 
boose  !  boose  !  all  te  tay  long  !  I  vakes  apoudt 
dree  o'glocks,  und  I  sez  to  mineself,  '  I  go  fish.'  I 
puds  on  mine  dings,  und  I  gum  a-fish  !  Und  py 
dish  dime  mine  mades  vill  nod  be  able  to  see  dings 
for  lookin'  ad  dem,  und  do  tay  is  only  apoudt 
haf-done,  do  you  see  ?  Deir  holy-tay  is  apoudt  over 
py  dish  dime,  und  I  haf  shtill  half  ov  mine  to  gome  ! 
Ach  !  Ya  !  Of  course,  I  haf  nod  cawd  anyding  ! 
I  know  dat !  But  see,  mine  friend.  If  I  haf  nod 
cawd  anyding,  I  haf  nod  loosh  anyding  !  " 

It  appears  that  there  are  some  good  things  made 
in  Germany  !  John  A'Dreams. 


CEEEPEK  FISHING  ON  THE 
WHITADDEK. 


The  middle  reaches  of  the  Whitadder  are  most 
conveniently  reached  from  Chirnside,  where  there 
is  a  station  upon  the  Berwickshire  branch  of  the 
North  British  Railway,  and  one  or  two  inns,  at 
which  the  angler  can  make  himself  very  comfortable 
for  a  day  or  two — "  The  Waterloo  "  being,  perhaps, 
the  most  convenient  of  these — but  upon  the  present 
occasion,  we  started  from  Hutton,  whither  we  had 
arrived,  per  chaise,  from  Berwick-on- Tweed,  a  day 
or  two  previously. 

Hutton  is  a  very  small  village  ;  a  few  picturesque 
old  cottages,  dotted  along  the  roadside,  which  here 
twists,  and  turns,  about  in  the  most  perplexing 
manner — a  veritable  trap  for  motors,  if  any  pass 
that  way  ;  an  inn,  a  quaint  old  chiu-ch,  and  a 
pretty  manse,  whose  garden  looks  particularly 
inviting  to  the  lover  of  old-fashioned  flowers.  It 
is  an  ancient  parish,  and  its  Kirk  Session  Book  is 
still  preserved,  at  any  rate,  back  as  far  as  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  it  contains  many 
interesting  and  instructive  entries,  throwing  strong 
sidelights  upon  the  habits  and  customs  of 

Those  days  of  yore,  before  the  birth  of  order. 
When  rapine  was  the  Warden  of  the  Border ; 
Wlien  will  was  law,  craft  wisdom,  and  strength 
right, 

And  the  best  plea  for  doing  wrong  was  might. 

Many  charitable  disbursements  were  made  by 
the  Session  to  "  lame  and  ounded  sogers,"  no 
doubt  making  the  best  of  their  way  home  from 
some  stricken  field,  distressed  ofiicers,  poor  scholars, 
and  others  recommended  by  the  Presbytery,  or 
some  neighbouring  Synod,  also  received  assistance  ; 
and  frequent  references  are  made  to  the  "  In- 
glishe  our  enemies."  Many  cases  of  witchcraft  were 
also  brought  before  the  Session,  and  fines  and 
admonitions  are  laid  upon  parishioners,  for  what 
seem  to  us  nowadays  very  trifling  desecrations  of 
the  Sabbath.  To  be  "  Kirk-Sessioned  "  in  those 
days,  we  may  depend  upon  it,  was  a  very  trying 
ordeal ;  but  in  cormection  with  the  fines  imposed, 
and  donations  made,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that 
it  is  a  Scotch  currency  with  which  we  are  dealing, 
of  which  it  has  been  said — 

How  can  the  knaves  pretend  to  sense. 
Their  pound  is  only  twenty  pence. 

The  following  extracts  will  give  a  general  idea 
of  the  "  Session  Booke  "  : — 

"  1651.  June  22nd. — This  day  a  solemn  fast  and 
humiliation  was  kept,  not  being  keept  on 
the  Thursday  befor,  in  respect  we  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Englishe  our  enemie. 

"  .  Aug. — 24. — This  day  Jon  Hutcheson  delates 

Beatrix  Chirnsid  for  knocking  of  come  upon 
the  Sabbath  day  at  morne.  Confessed  she 
did  not  knock  it,  but  gave  it  two  shaps. 
Ordains  her  to  make  pubhct  satisfaction 
the  next  Lordis  day,  first  for  her  breache  of 
the  Sabbath,  and  then  for  her  disrespective 
carriadge  to  the  elders. 

"  1652.  July  18. — Ordaines  the  Salmond  cariers  if 
they  be  absent  upon  the  Lord's  day  to 
bring  a  testimoniall  from  the  Session  if 
they  hard  the  sermon. 

",1652.  Aug.  1. — Given  to  a  lame  souldiour,  6  sh. 

"  1653.  Jan.  9. — Given  to  sax  prisoners,  6  sh. 

"  1656.  July  13. — Compeired  Jean  Rule  for  the 
breach  of  the  Sabbath  by  clodding  of  lint. 
Confessed  qn  she  came  out  in  the  morning 


she  did  sie  a  moudie  hillock  in  her  lint  and 
she  sat  down  and  took  it  in  her  lap.  The 
Session  taking  it  to  consideration  ad- 
monished her  if  over  she  byde  out  of  the 
kirk  or  doe  the  like  she  sail  satisfie  in 
publict. 

"  .  Sept.  13. — Given  to  a  creeple  borne  on 

a  barrow,  6  sh. 
"  1657.  June  28. — Given  to  James  Nisbet  in  the 

paroche  of  Chirnside  rocommendit  be  the 

preb.  for  keeping  of  a  fundlan,  30  sh. 
"  1699.  Oct.  10.— Collected  for  the  3  gentlemen  of 

note  recommended  bo  the  Synod,  5  hb. 

16  sh. 

"  1670.  Feb.  12. — Compeird  Jeane  Donaldsone,  and 
being  required  for  a  testimoniall.  Ans.  : 
She  had  one  but  she  hath  lost  it.  Appoints 
her  to  bring  a  testimoniall  from  Preston 
pans  as  also  another  from  ye  kirk  or  uyxwiso 
to  have  no  residence  in  this  paroche. 

"  1670.  Oct.  2. — Compeired  Alexr.  Mabane  for 
slandering  Jemmie  Happer  in  calhng  him 
witch.  Denyes  ho  called  him  witch,  but 
said  his  brother  had  never  power  to  work 
in  Blackiters  water  since  ho  fell  out  with 
him." 

Another  witness  in  a  similar  case  deponing 
against  "  one  Rot.  Miller  "  that  he  had  said  of  her 
that  "  all  the  meale  in  the  mylne  would  not  stop 
their  mouths  that  would  call  her  a  witch,"  and, 
singular  to  say,  the  said  Rot.  Millerseems  to  have  got 
off  with  an  "  admonishing." 

But  when  one  comes  upon  a  storehouse  of  ancient 
lore  of  this  kind,  one  is  perhaps  tempted  to  quote 
too  much,  and  the  last  that  I  shall  notice  is — 
"  1674.  July  26. — Given  to  Johne  Dougle  for  a 
harden  pock  to  put  the  poore  folkes  siller 
in,  2  sh." 

The  picturesque,  half-ruined,  old  Hutton  Hall, 
which  used  to  stand  near  the  top  of  the  "  Blue 
Braes  " — a  horscshoc-shaped,  earthy  precipice,  of 
over  a  hundred  feet  in  height,  half  overgrown  with 
trees,  and  round  whose  base  the  Whitadder  here 
flows — was  a  well-known  resort  of  anglers,  up  to 
within  a  few  years  ago  ;  but  has  now  given  place 
to  an  imposing  castellated  building,  erected  upon 
the  old  site,  by  the  present  proprietor  of  the  estate. 
Lord  Tweedmouth.  It  was  not,  historically,  a  very 
old  house,  but,  from  its  commanding  site,  must  have 
been  a  residence  of  some  importance  in  its  day.  It 
formerly  belonged  successively  to  the  Douglasses, 
the  Johnstons,  and  the  Homes,  and  is  mentioned 
in  an  old  ballad,  chronicling  one  of  the  raids  of  the 
celebrated  Johnnie  Armstrong — 

Then  they're  come  to  Hutton  Ha, 
They  rade  that  proper  place  about ; 

But  the  laird  he  was  the  wiser  man. 
For  he  had  left  na  geir  about. 

A  Mr.  Daniel  Douglas,  who  was  minister  of  Hutton 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  was  well  known  and 
remembered  for  his  eccentricities,  and  "  You're 
like  auld  Duglas,  mair  plain  than  pleasant,"  became 
a  proverb  in  the  district.  As  he  grew  old,  he  seems 
to  have  got  a  bit  absent-minded,  and  used  to 
wander  irreverently  in  his  discourses.  Not  un- 
frequently,  he  dropped  into  personal  matters  in 
the  pulpit,  and  on  one  such  occasion  looked  across 
at  his  near  neighbour,  the  laird  of  Hilton,  and 
addressed  him  thus — so  the  story  goes :  "  Ye'll 
be  thinkin',  meby,  that  ye'U  get  ma  bit  land  when  a 
dee,  but  gin  I  keep  ma  wits  tiU  the  hinder  end, 
there  shall  nabody  get  it  but  that  decent  honest 
body,  Adam  Douglas,  of  Hutton." 

What  days  and  nights  we  used  to  spend  in  the 
old  "  Ha,"  twenty  years  ago  and  more  ;  and  what 
fishing  yarns  have  been  spun  there  !  It  was  an 
ideal  sort  of  place  for  ghosts,  and  pages  might  be 
filled  with  an  account  of  the  pranks,  which  merry 
anglers  have  therein  played  upon  one  another.  It 
is  recorded  of  one  enthusiastic  fisherman  that, 
waking  up  one  morning  from  a  dream  of  a  tremendous 
fight  he  had  been  having  with  a  bull-trout  in  the 
pools  below,  he  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  fish 
had  actually  managed  somehow  to  find  its  way  into 
bed  beside  him,  and  that  the  dream  that  at  a  critical 
period  of  the  landing,  the  net  having  failed  him, 
he  had  rushed  into  the  water  and  carried  the  fish 
out  triumphantly  in  his  arms,  was  not  wholly  a 
delusion  after  all !  Fish  had  a  most  mysterious 
way  of  turning  up  in  unexpected  places,  and  I 
recollect  another  man  once  swallowing  a  minnow  with 
his  beer.  It  had  been  surreptitiously  dropped  into 
his  pewter,  and  was  never  seen  again,  he  himself 
never  having  suspected  its  presence.    "  It  must 


just  ha'  slippit  doon  stream  unperceivod,"  was  hia 
neighbour's  consoling  remark,  when  no  trace  of  it 
could  be  found  in  the  pot ! 

Practical  jokes  of  this  sort  are,  however,  getting 
somewhat  out  of  date,  and  would  hardly  seem  the 
same  now ;  but  wo  were  boys  in  those  days,  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  ourselves.  Good  old  daya  they 
were,  too — 

In  which  we  spent  a  merry  time. 
Nor  tliought  of  care  and  woe  ; 
The  days  which  we  got  tipsy  in, 
A  long  time  ago. 

Lichen  Geet. 
{To  be  continued.) 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Generai.  Remarks. — I'he  river  was 
on  the  bright  side  during  the  Easter  holidays,  and 
owing  to  the  brilHant  weather  Father  Thames  was 
well  patronised  by  holiday  folk.  At  Shepperton  a 
trout  of  5Jib.  has  been  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Arthurs, 
and  other  smaller  fiah  have  been  had  in  the  same 
district.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  at  Henley,  has  had  two 
fish  of  21b.  and  31b.  .respectively,  both  being  re- 
turned to  the  water.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  last  week  it  was  reported 
that  "  the  stringent  measures  adopted  in  1904  for 
the  suppression  of  disorderly  conduct  on  the  river 
have  been  continued  with  a  favourable  result. 
Owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  petrol  motor-launches  on  the  river,  the  Con- 
servators' attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
question  of  the  danger  arising  from  fire  to  life 
and  property,  and  after  consulting  experts  and 
representatives  of  the  trade  the  Conservators  have 
drawn  up  a  code  of  by-laws  governing  the  con- 
struction of  all  vessels  in  which  the  motive  power 
is  supplied  by  petroleum  which  gives  off  an  inflam- 
mable vapour  at  a  temperature  of  less  than  TOdeg.  F. ; 
whether  used  in  an  internal  combustion  engine  or 
for  the  generation  of  steam  or  otherwise.  These 
by-laws  are  now  before  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
their  consideration.  As  a  temporary  measure, 
pending  the  issue  of  the  by-laws,  the  Conservators 
have  given  orders  to  the  lock-keepers  with  a  view 
to  avoiding  danger  to  small  boats  from  motor-boats 
when  passing  through  the  locks." — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Tliames  (Henley). — The  water  is  now  very  much 
on  the  clear  side,  but  a  fairly  good  stream  is  main- 
tained. The  weather,  which  has  been  very  fine 
during  the  past  week,  has  turned  very  cold  with  a 
very  rough  wind  from  the  north-east.  A  number 
of  holiday  anglers  have  been  down,  and  one  or  two 
local  men  have  been  trying  hard  for  a  trout  but 
failed.  A  few  small  fish  have  been  taken  and 
returned,  some  of  which  are  said  to  have  been  over 
the  limit  of  16in.  ;  in  fact,  if  a  fish  is  caught  and 
put  back  the  angler  generally  says,  "Oh,  it  wm 
just  about  sizeable,  but  I  put  it  back  again."  Good 
sportsman  ! — Stanley  Mead.  > 

Thames  (Wraysburyj. — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  and  the  trout  are  showing  themselves 
occasionally.  I  saw  a  fish  feeding  on  April  17 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  where  one  used  to  lay  at 
the  back  end  of  last  season,  which  I  reserved  for 
my  clients,  but  none  of  them  cared  to  try  for  him. 
He  is  reputed  to  be  about  121b.,  and  I  hope  I  may 
have  the  pleasure  of  landing  him  for  someone  before 
long. — P.  Brown. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Oloncestershire). — A  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  the  weather  has  been  all  that 
could  be  desired,  equal  to  midsummer,  in  fact. 
Moderate  sport  has  been  met  with,  several  two- 
brace  baskets  being  taken  on  the  Blue  Dun  and 
Quill  Gnat.  The  rain  we  are  now  having  will 
greatly  improve  the  rise  of  fly  and  the  fishing 
generally. — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth  (Dunton  Green,  etc.). — This  blazing 
weather  has  prevented  any  considerable  success  on 
the  thin  and  clear  water  of  this  stream.  The  fish 
are  also  backward  in  condition — those  I  saw  caught 
were  all  lanky  and  dark.  The  March  Brown  was 
the  only  fly  I  could  get  them  to  look  at.  It  will  be 
nearly  useless  to  fish,  excepting  in  the  evenings, 
until  we  have  had  some  rain.  There  is  one  good 
feature  in  the  prospect,  for  the  river,  though  low, 
shows  few  signs  of  pollution. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Oiatriotji. — The  water  is 
extremely  fine  and  low.  Few  trout  are  being  caught 
as  the  caddis  grub  is  on  the  water  freely.  Rain  is 
badly  needed  to  colour  the  water  slightly,  as  this 
would  be  very  beneficial  to  anglers.  Mr.  Cornish, 
of  Black  Rock,  Buckfastleigh,  has  landed  a  couple 
of  fine  salmon  in  ^splendid  condition,  whilst  Mr. 
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Rodway,  who  is  stopping  at  Stretchford,  has  had 
one  nice  fish.  A  few  salmon  have  been  taken  at  the 
Weir,  whilst  a  beautiful  28lb.  fish  was,  on  Monday, 
taken  at  Seymour  Hutch  Pool. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — Sport  is 
at  a  standstill,  the  only  success  being  that  secured 
by  a  few  anglers  who  have  been  trolling  with  natural 
minnow  on  Derwentwater  Lake. — Black  Tom. 

Deronsliire  Streams. — The  Exe  is  clear  and 
fine,  and  few  large  baskets  have  been  obtained. 
TheTopsham  fisherman  have  had  some  fine  catches., 
one  day  nineteen  salmon  being  landed.  On  Easter 
Monday,  too,  they  were  rewarded  with  ten  nice 
salmon.  Rain  is  needed  to  slightly  colour  the 
Torridge,  Okement,  and  Lew,  as  the  streams  are 
very  fine  and  clear.  Captain  Mellowdew  had  fine 
sport  with  a  121b.  salmon.  Baskets  of  a  dozen 
trout  have  been  taken,  the  fish  being  in  good  con- 
dition. Fair  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Carey,  and 
on  April  14  one  rod  kUled  two  dozen  trout. — 

DEVOXIA.N. 

Esk  (Whitby).^ — Anticipations  of  last  week  have 
been  realised,  and  anglers  during  the  holidays  have, 
as  was  predicted,  met  with  poor  results.  In  the 
tideway  and  in  other  parts  of  the  river  several 
isolated  takes  are  reported,  but  these  are  insuffi- 
cient to  constitute  a  list  worth  recording.  Unfortu- 
nately the  promise  of  fine  warm  weather  has  been 
rudely  dispelled,  inasmuch  as  at  the  time  of  writing 
cold  biting  winds  are  prevalent,  whilst  evening  frosts 
have  been  somewhat  too  frequent  to  favour  sport. 
Again  the  water  has  become  low,  and  many  kelts 
are  in  the  lower  river  waiting  an  opportunity  of 
descending  to  the  sea. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)^ — The  continued  dry 
weather  has  interfered  with  the  successful  sport 
until  recently  enjoyed  by  the  salmon  and  trout 
fishermen.  The  Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators 
held  their  quarterly  meeting  at  Barnstaple  on 
April  12,  when  a  petition,  signed  by  109  net 
fishermen,  asking  for  a  Sin.  mesh  instead  of  the 
present  4in.  mesh,  was  rejected,  as  it  was  stated  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  peal  down  the  river.  A  vote 
of  condolence  with  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  N. 
Petter,  who  was  a  member  of  the  board,  was 
carried ;  Mr.  F.  G.  Richmond  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  Some  trout  have  been  taken  in  part  of  the 
Exe,  Culm,  and  Greedy  with  Blue  Duns,  Blue 
Upright,  Half  Stone,  and  Red  Spinner.  The  Devon 
Deep  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  are  seconding  the 
efforts  which  have  been  made  to  put  an  end  to  the 


serious  damage  to  nets  of  fishermen  on  the  south 
coast  by  trawlers,  and  the  intervention  of  the 
Foreign  Office  has  been  invoked  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Layland  Barratt,  M  P  ,  and  other  gentlemen. 
The  Central  Fisheries  Board  have  promised  to 
supply  a  cruiser  to  keep  watch  over  the  fishing 
grounds  in  the  Channel,  and  the  committee  agreed 
to  draft  suggestionj  as  to  the  signals  and  duties  of 
the  cruiser.  There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
pollack  fishing  near  Exmouth,  two  good  catches 
being  one  of  thirty  fi<h  on  Good  Friday  at  Strait 
Point  by  professional  fisherman  Ned  Knight  and 
party,  best  fish  6Jlb. ;  and  since  then  Tom  Ferris, 
another  of  the  fraternity,  had  thirty-three  pollack, 
801b.  weight. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — The  cold 
east  wind  and  bright  sun  over  the  Easter  holidays 
told  against  good  sport  with  the  trout.  On  April  9, 
Mr.  Williams,  two,  1  lb.  and  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Russell,  two 
white  trout  (river),  lib.  and  Jib.  On  April  10, 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  Llanfairhornuy,  one,  fib.  ;  Mr.  Price, 
Dudley,  one,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Diamer  twice  broken  with 
heavy  fish.  On  April  11,  Mr.  Diemer,  one,  Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Price,  one,  Jib.,  and  lost  three.  Oq  April  12, 
Mr.  Williams,  two,  IJlb.  and  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Wagstaff, 
one,  Jib.  ;  a  stranger  had  nine,  7Jlb.  On  April  14, 
Mr.  E.  H.  L.  Grundy,  Bootle,  one,  Jib.,  and  was 
smashed  up  with  a  trout  of  about  31b. ;  Mr.  Diemer, 
one.  Jib.,  and  several  smaller;  Mr.  L.  Piatt,  three, 
averaging  Jib.,  and  on  April  16,  one,  Jib.  A  change 
of  wind  and  rain  essential  to  good  sport. — W.  H. 

Iiake  Vjrmwy  (North  Wales). — The  glorious 
weather  which  I  reported  last  week  has  lasted  up 
to  date,  but  we  have  not  had  a  drop  of  rain,  which 
is  very  badly  wanted  for  the  fishing  as  well  as  for 
the  farmers.  The  sun  has  been  intensely  bright, 
and  fishing  has  been  very  difficult,  but  on  the 
whole  the  takes  have  been  splendid  and  some  very 
fine  baskets  have  been  made.  Oq  April  11,  Mr. 
Wilson  killed  seventeen  fish,  Mr.  Stratton  eleven, 
Dr.  Fen  ton  five,  and  several  other  rods  creeled  four 
and  under.  The  day  was  very  bright  with  a  north- 
east wind.  On  April  12,  Dr.  Fenton  weighed  in 
eleven  fish,  Mr.  Stratton  nine,  and  Messrs.  Foster 
and  Wilson  six  each.  On  April  13,  Dr.  Fenton 
killed  ten  fish,  Mr.  Wilson  seven,  Mr.  Fo-ter 
three,  Mr.  Watson  two,  and  Master  Anthony  one. 
Most  of  the  fish  were  taken  during  a  thunderstorm. 
On  April  14,  Dr.  Fenton  killed  nineteen,  Mr.  Wilson 
seven,  Mr.  Watson  four,  and  Mr.  Payne  three.  Oa 
April  16,  Dr.  White  had  seven  fish,  Mr.  Newlaad 


eight,  Dr.  Tresidder  and  party  twelve,  Mr.  Foster 
thirteen,  Dr.  Fenton  eleven,  Mr.  Wilson  fourteen, 
and  Mr.  Watson  eight.  On  April  17,  Dr.  Fenton 
killed  fourteen,  Mr.  Wilson  thirteen,  Mr.  Watson 
ten,  Mr.  Foster  eia;ht,  Mr.  Newland  and  Dr.  White 
seven  each,  and  Messrs.  Donaldson  and  Wi-io  three. 
The  days  have  been  hot  and  bright,  but  the  after- 
noons are  bitterly  cold,  and  there  has  been  frost 
every  night.  Dr.  Fenton  had  the  best  fish,  IJIb., 
aad  Dr.  White  had  one,  l^lb.  Small  flies  only  will 
take. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  Twenty-four  hours' 
warm  rain  would  do  no  harm  now,  as  the  river 
is  very  clear  and  sluggish,  and  the  fresh  water 
would  improve  the  condition  of  the  trout  and 
benefit  the  coar.se  fish.  The  weather  was  summer- 
like during  the  holidays,  but  on  Wednesday  there 
was  a  great  change,  and  little  is  likely  to  bo  seen  of 
the  trout  while  the  icy-cold  wind  continues.  Trout- 
ing  begins  on  May  1. — Izaak  Walton. 

1  Mgg  and  Arrow  Leominster  -Both  streams 
are  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  fiihin^.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable,  but  some  fair-sized 
trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  Rain  is  badly 
wanted  before  good  sport  will  be  had.  The  Pin-sley 
is  low  and  clear. — Qwynne. 

Otter  (Badleijrb  Salterto  n).— For  the  past 
week  fishing  has  been  very  poor.  The  river  is 
abnormally  low,  and  the  hot  sun  of  the  last  four 
weeks  has  brought  on  the  weeds  to  a  great  extent. 
The  rise  of  fly,  too,  has  of  late  fallen  off.  On 
April  17  a  few  Olive  and  Pale  Duns  only  appeared 
at  midday.  Everyone  is  longing  for  a  good  down- 
pour. It  seems  that  people  are  continually  being 
disappointed  at  coming  here  and  finding  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  get  fishing.  The  only 
free  fishing  is  the  last  mile  of  river  above  the 
mouth,  and  this  being  constantly  netted,  is  practi- 
cally worthless  to  the  angler.  All  the  rest  of  the 
fi-ihing  is  by  favour  of  the  different  riparian  owners. 
Tickets  to  fish  the  Rolle  Estate  water  are  to  be  had 
at  the  Rolle  Hotel  here,  and  at  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Exmouth. — Hekon. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  up  to  Wednesday  has  been  fine  and  bright, 
with  as  much  as  11  degrees  of  frost  in  the  early 
mornings  and  a  persistent  nor'-ea-ter.  The  Onse 
and  tributaries  were  well  patronised  during  the 
holidays.  Worming  and  minnow  in  the  tributaries 
secured  several  ^mall  trout,  but  nothing  over  lOoz. 
A  nice  fish  of  1  lb.  8oi.  was  taken  from  the  river  in 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hanofactiirer  of  every  description  of  FisMng  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 


TJSIf  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fiBh  with  ;  eaperloi  to  Split  Ctne. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  19  obb.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tront. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  la  osed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioai. 
1^  Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
.hey  get , 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellooi.  I  have  no  healtation  In 
laying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Eingflsher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Capered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  St.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  u  iderstan.i  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Malier  writes  ;  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H — ^—  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free 
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ANGLERS'   HOTESX^S,   FISHIl^O   QUARTERS,  &io. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  0/  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Lake,  2  miles  In  circumference,  and  1+  miles 
River.    All  Preserved.   Good  Fish  in  both. 

Shoot  abatidoiied  this  season.   Coarse  FishinR 
closed  on  Mai  chUth.  Trout  Fishing  commenced 
1st  April. 


Vear  Two  Oolf  Linki. 
Winter  Terms,  3  guineas  per  week. 


Best  of  everj'thing.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added, 
to  the  Uotel. 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  FrknshamPond.Chukt. 
Q.  A,  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  DARTMOUTH,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  all  the  year  round  (no  close  season). 
Boarders,  8s.  6d.  per  day,  Summer;  78.  6d. 
Winter.  Fishing  Free  to  Hotel  Visitors.  In  H 
days  in  July,  1905,  two  gentlemen  caught  1,812 
perch  and  rudd,  and  21  pike. 

G.W.R.  week-end  Tickets  from  Friday  to 
Tuesday,  from  Paddington  to  Dartmouth  and 


back,  21s. 


W.  VICKKRY,  Proprietor. 


LoQgh  Oorrib,  Oo.  Oalway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Itout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  Is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  The  Hotel  has  been 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  reailness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


FREE   TROUT  FISHING, 

The  best  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Drifts  of  two 
and  three  miles  over  splendid  shallows.  Nearly 
70,000  acres  of  deep-water  fishing  for  heavy 
Trout  and  Pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL 

CLONBUR,  Co.  CALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Coirib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Hotel  under 
English  management ;  Cleanliness  and  modern 
comforts ;  Hot  and  Cold  Baths ;  Motor  accom- 
modation ;  Moderate  Tariff.  Grand  Lake  and 
Mountain  Scenery  ;  bracing  air ;  only  4i  hours' 
raW  from  Dublin. 

Descriptive  Pamphlet  free  on  application 
to  the  Proprietor. 

THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Plies, 
Tackle  and  Waders. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigrr,  Ang-lesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing ;  fine  firm  .Sands  for  Bathing ; 
Rabbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.  W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTRBLL. 


LAKEJITYRNWY. 

Best  Trout  Fishing   in  the  Kingdom. 

ONLY  EIGHT  HOURS  FROM  LONDON. 


First-class  Hotel,  Every  Comfort  and  Moderate  Tariff. 
Book  Rooms  and  Boats  now  to  prevent  disappointment. 

Lake  has  been  heavily  stocked  this  year  with  'fario  and  rainbows. 


Post  and  Telegraph : 
ILiAKE    YYRNWY,   OSWESTFt  Y. 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL 


J 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  Average  for  last  Two  Seasons :  108  Salmon. 

March,  April  and  May  best  months  for  Trout  Pishing.  Floods  all  the  winter,  so 
should  be  good  for  spring  Salmon  Fishing.    Billiards.       o.W.  ry.  via  Carmarthen. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  pep  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  will  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.         W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kiirea,  Co.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  rc-furnishid.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Hew  IJilliard  Room,  Boats,  Vehicles, 
&c.    New  Fish  Hatcliery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per 
week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £,1  Is.  ;  Daily, 
5s.  Boat  and  llan,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper 
Angling  terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address, 
Manageress. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Leimon  and 
Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing  quite  free.  River  and  lake 
well  stocked  with  clean  fish  from  first 
April  freshes.  Nine  Trout  Lakes  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy  Bay. 

First-class  Hotel;  excellent  cuisine; 
splendidly  situated  in  heart  of  Donegal 
Highlands.  Moderate  tariff.  For  further 
particulars  apply  to  Proprietor, 

McDEYXTT  S  HOTEL 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Wa  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  vid  Chirk. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Lochs 
FREE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  Motor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayne's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &c.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor,  bracing  air 
and  fine  scenery.  Several  miles  of  Trout 
Fishing  on  Barle,  part  exclusive  right 
and  free  to  visitors.  Comfortable  quarters. 
Electric  light,  bathroom,  &c.  Terms 
moderate.  Station :  South  Molton. 
Telegrams :  "  Temperance  Hotel,  Simons- 
bath."  THOS.  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

AXD  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotland. 

ia  Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch,  Yarrow,  Selkirkshire. 

A  First-Class  Residential  Hotel,  beauti- 
fully situated,  and  a  perfect  Angler's 
Resort.  Excellent  Free  Fishing  on 
Lochs  and  Rivers.  Five  miles  of  Megget 
Water  preserved  for  Guests.  Boats  kept. 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


GEORGE  HOTEL 

SOUTH  MOLTON,  N.  DEVON. 

Family  and  Sportsmen's  Hotel.  Home 
comforts  ;  reasonable  charges.  Five  miles 
Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  preserved 
water,  free  to  visitors ;  also  Tickets  for 
private  Stream.  Cheriton  Otter  Hounds 
meet  frequently  within  easy  reach 
during  season. 

F.  J.  PINNIQER,  Proprietor. 


DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL. 

XJndbr  New  Manaqbment. 
In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  iliver  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature.  The  Smoo  Caf6.  Route :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RIMGWOOD. 

Old-estahliahed  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coapse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5».  per  day.  Billiards; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  Propkibtor. 

FORTIMGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 

GLEN   LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  'fay.  (Inder 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Criaularieh  Hotels.  A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters,  with  two  boats  on 
river  for  Trout.— Apply,  R.  Stbwart. 

KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loeh  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  F'ishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  Water,  ,tl  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five — then  free ;  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charije  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Trout  Fishing  on 
Ijoch  Tay  and  River  Dochart  free  to  visitora. 
Fishing  from  the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Kniqht. 
Note. — AH  Hsh  are  retained  by  anglers. 

BANFF, 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL. 

A  flrst-class  Family  and  Tourist  and  Commercial 
Hotel  with  all  modern  comforts.  Rivei' 
Deveron.  First-rate  Spring  Fishing,  June 
and  .July  Free  for  parties  staying  in  Hotel. 
Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  for  September  and 
October  ;  good  golf  course  ;  hiring  in  all 
its  branches.  'Bus  meets  trains  at  Banff  Bridge 
and  Banff  Harbour.  Telegrams,  Chisholm, 
Banff  ;  Telephone  No.  087. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing,  free 
for  Hotel  Visitors  ;  the  only  reserved  fish- 
ing in  the  neighbourhood.  Hotel  adjoins 
strongest  sulphur  springs  and  baths. 
Golf. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 

The  fishing  on  the  famous  Ley,  commencing 
1st  March  until  end  of  November,  containing 
200  acres  water  well  stocked  with  Pike,  Perch, 
and  Rudd.  Eificient  boatmen.  All  Bait  found. 
Largest  catch  last  season,  99  Pike  in  10  days, 
one  Rod.    Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth. 

Proprietor,  J.  T.  COBLEY. 


PONTOON  BRIDGE  HOTEL, 

FOXFORD,  MATO. 

The  centre  for  Free  Fishing  on  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen.  Best  Salmon  Cast 
in  Ireland  runs  by  this  Hotel.  ±5aths 
and  Boats.  Excellent  Cuisine.  First- 
class  accommodation.  Charges  strictly 
moderate. 

P.  J.  COGHLAN,  Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairo,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Pishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  ^^^KA  Y,  Propnetrix. 


FISHING   &  SHOOTING 
IN  CONNEMARA. 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  'I'rout  Fishing  over 
20  Lakes  and  River,  adjoining  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Fishing  and  Seal  Shooting ;  excellent  Bathing 
Strands.  Boats  always  available  to  convey 
visitors  to  neighbouring  places  of  interest.  Shoot- 
ing over  60,000  acres.  Nearest  Railway  Station, 
Recess.— For  particulars  apply  Proprietor, 

MONGAN'S  HOTEL,  Carna,  Co.  Galway. 
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the  neighbourhood  of  Black  Brook,  near  Sheffield 
Park  Station.  Results  from  the  lower  water  have 
not  reached  me.  Chichester  Harbour  has  afforded 
grand  sport  among  the  smelt.  Four  rods  in  one 
tide  realised  ten  dozen,  and  some  few  takes  of  over 
seven  dozen  to  a  rod  are  recorded.  A  few  sizeable 
bass  have  been  captured.  White  trout  have  been 
seen  and  a  few  taken  by  the  netsmen — also  a  small 
salmon.  Mullet  are  moving  up  the  harbour  and 
flounders  in  abundance.  Plaice  are  in  fair  quantities 
below  the  Stocker  sands.  Bass  have  been  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Pilsea  Piles. — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ladlow). — The  weather  during  the  holi- 
days has  been  very  changeable,  but  a  good  few 
anglers  have  landed  some  nice  trout.  Rain  is  badly 
wanted.  Pike  are  on  the  move ;  on  Good  Friday 
an  angler  landed  one,  81b.,  over  the  New  Bridge. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in 
order  and  sport  has  been  had  in  them  this  week. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonring 
Kivers. — These  rivers  are  still  very  low,  therefore 
the  recent  holiday  angUng  has  not  been  so  good. 
The  North  Tyne  is  down  to  summer  level.  A  few 
trout  have  been  killed  with  worm  and  fly.  Several 
anglers  have  been  on  the  Tyne  at  Hexham  and 
Corbridge,  sport  being  very  slow.  I  heard  of 
a  14lb.  salmon  being  killed  on  the  Ovingham 
water  by  a  south  country  angler.  The  Coquet  is 
dead  low.  One  angler  killed  eighteen  trout,  fishing 
the  deeps  with  light  drop  minnow  tackle.  Several 
Newcastle  anglers  spent  their  holidays  on  the  River 
Till,  which  is  a  good  treating  stream,  well  stocked, 
but  small  and  gamesters.  Mr.  C.  Bergner's  catch 
for  three  days  was  fifty  trout ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  for 
three  days,  sixty-seven ;  and  Mr.  Cole,  forty-three. 
They  told  me  they  were  blessed  with  a  nice  breeze 
all  the  three  days.  On  Good  Friday,  at  Whittle 
Dene  Lakes,  the  weather  was  beautifully  mild. 
A  good  few  anglers  were  out,  and  baskets  varied. 
Mr.  Allison,  Newcastle,  I  believe,  had  the  best, 
twenty-one  trout  varying  from  ^Ib.  to  about  1  lb. — 

HeNBY  a.  MtTETOK. 

Uak  (Uak). — The  continuance  of  the  frosty  nights 
and  very  bright  days  has  made  the  river  very  low 
and  clear,  and  no  salmon  has  been  taken  since  our 
last  report.  In  the  absence  of  rain  the  prospects 
are  anything  but  good.  A  little  rain  fell  on  the 
morning  of  April  17,  but  the  wind  remained  in  the 
wrong  quarter  for  it  to  rain  sufficient  to  affect  the 
river  to  any  extent.  During  the  holidays  there  were 
a  number  of  trout  anglers  on  the  river,  but  it  is 
reported  they  met  with  little  success. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  dead  against  angling 
pursuits.  The  Easter  Holiday  anglers  have  been 
fairly  numerous  on  the  above  rivers,  but  very  few 
fish  have  been  caught,  owing  to  the  cold  easterly 
winds,  that  have  almost  blown  a  gale  at  times. 
Gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  had 
a  difficulty  to  keep  Jtheir  line  on  the  water  on 
some  days,  consequently  very  few  fish  have  been 
caught.  Similar  reports  also  from  the  Derwent ; 
all  complain :  no  fish  rising ;  so  few  flies  on  the 
water.  I  hear  of  one  trout  being  ;taken,  Matlock 
Dale,  weighing  4pb.  The  prospect  for  sport  is  not 
very  favourable,  unless  we  get  a  change  in  the 
weather,  then  the  following  flies  will  be  useful : 
March  Brown,  Olive  and  cock-winged  Dun,  Yellow 
Dun  of  April,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Red  Bumble. — 

DOTTEEEL. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly. — The  Beauly  was  very  low  during  the 
whole  week,  and ;  consequently  very  little  angling 
was  done.  Fishing  the  Home  beat  of  the  Castle 
waters  on  April  10,  the  local  fisherman  landed  a 
beautiful  clean-run  salmon  of  11  lb.,  and  on  April  14, 
Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Fraser,  of  Lovat,  was 
unfortunate  enough  to  lose  a  heavy  fish  after 
considerable  play  on  the  Cruive  Pool.  Several  of 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  friends  are  coming  to  fish  the 
Home  beat  this  week.  A  few  nice  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  were  had  in  the  tidal  waters. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Xiiddle. — Sea-trout  are  now 
running  from  the  Solway  Firth,  but  owing  to  the 
lowness  of  the  rivers,  they  are  not  rising  to  the  fly. 
Seventeen  yellow  trout  were  creeled  in  the  Ewes  on 
April  11  and  on  the  following  day  an  angler  got  a 
dozen.  On  April  11,  Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow  caught  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  with  fly  and  at  another  fishing 
a  nice  basket  in  Ewes  water.  In  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Esk  Mr.  Stubbs  caught'a  few  nice  yellow. trout. 
The  spring  salmon  season  may  be  said  ^to  be 
about  over.  Dr.  Anderson  had.  a  small  salmon 
below  Holmhurst,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Graham,  Arthuret, 
landed  a  small  fish  of  111b,  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water.  A  few  odd  sea-trout  have  boon 
got  in  the  stake  nets  in  the  Solway,  and  only  a  few 
catches  of  salmon  up  to  the  present.  Owing  to  the 
cold  spring  and  the  frequent  returns  of  wintry 
weather  the  spring  angling  in  the  rivers  up  to  the 
present  has  been  poor.    As  far  as  spring  salmon  are 
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concerned  Mr.  A.  Johnstone's  25-pouuder,  caught 
in  the  Netherby  water,  is  the  best  of  the  season. 
The  Canonbie  water  may  be  said  to  have  been 
drawn  blank  as  regards  heavy  and  fmedium  fish, 
while  only  a  single  salmon  has  been  got  in  the 
Liddle,  one  of  19lb.  Later. — Mr.  William  Douglas, 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  writes  that  yellow  trout 
axe  now  in  abundance  in  the  Esk,  and  showing 
themselves  in  little  shoals  at  Langholm  Bridge. 
Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow,  Langholm,  creeled  ninety-five  in 
three  days  with  dry  fly.  Mr.  Galloch  caught  six- 
teen yellow  trout  in  one  day's  fishing  in  Upper  Esk, 
and  Mr.  W.  Jackson  had  daily  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  Esk. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — After  a  week  of  bright 
sunshine,  a  welcome  rain  came  on  Sunday  morning 
and  continued  until  Monday  evening.  The  weather 
was  quite  mild,  but  on  Tuesday  morning  there  was 
a  keen  frost  and  a  coating  of  snow  on  the  hills.  The 
water  is  in  good  condition  for  anglers,  and  sport  is 
improving.  Sir  Richard  Nicolson  is  at  present  at 
Eden  from  London,  and  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  and 
Mr.  Bridge  arrived  at  Cairnbarrow  Lodge,  Glass, 
from  the  Cloisters,  Westminster  Abbey,  on  Tuesday. 
There  has  been  no  appearance  as  yet  of  grilse. 
Net  fishermen  on  the  river  and  along  the  coast 
have  been  meeting  with  better  success.  On  the 
river  both  salmon  and  sea-trout  have  been  got 
almost  daily  with  the  sweep  nets  ;  while  a  goodly 
number  have  been  taken  from  the  bag  nets  on  the 
coast.  Salmon  are  of  heavier  weight,  some  fine 
fish  scaling  over  201b.,  while  the  average  would  be 
101b  to  121b.  Sea-trout  are  in  fine  condition, 
averaging  2Jlb.  Sinca  April  16  four  boxes  of  fish 
have  been  sent  to  the  market. — -H.  W. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — A  welcome  rain  fell 
during  the  whole  of  April  16,  and  though  the  hills 
were  clad  with  snow  on  April  17,  fish  were  rising 
freely  all  over  the  loch.  The  Alloa  Club,  which  held 
the  first  competition  here  this  season,  had  good 
sport.  The  catch  by  six  of  the  competitors  with  fly 
was  thirty-seven  trout,  181b.  lloz.  The  prizes  were 
gained  by :  First,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  ten  trout,  41b.  15oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  P.  T.  Moodie,  eight  trout,  31b.  lloz.; 
third,  Mr.  J.  Allan,  eight  trout,  31b.  lOoz.  The  fish 
creeled  were  rather  under  the  average  size.  The 
heaviest  was  captured  by  Dr.  Home  Hay  and 
weighed  21b.  Other  boats  out  since  last  report 
were  Mr.  McGregor  and  Mr.  Manson,  Edinburgh, 
eight  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  W.  D.  Powles,  London,  five, 
31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Doig  Gibb,  Newcastle,  four,  51b. ; 
Master  M.  Campbell  Gibson,  Edinburgh,  seven. 
61b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  W.  S.  Wilson,  Tayport,  eleven, 
161b.  ;  Master  John  Kennedy,  Edinburgh,  five, 
71b.  8oz.  Not  for  years  have  so  many  rising  fish 
been  seen  so  early  in  the  season,  and  with  milder 
weather  there  should  be  good  sport. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Lyon  (Fortingpall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  April  13,  Colonel  Simmonds,  London,  had 
a  salmon  of  151b.,  taken  with  fly.  On  ;April  14, 
Colonel  Simmonds  had  another  of  151b.,  taken  with 
fly  ;  on  April  17  he  had  one  of  2\^\h.  The  fish  are 
now  running  in  the  Glen.  Colonel  Simmonds'  fish, 
killed  on  April  13,  was  taken  in  Rock  Pool,  three 
miles  up  the  Glen.  The  river  is  now  in  excellent 
ply,  and  plenty  of  clean-run  fish  are  seen  in  all  the 
pools. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  rose  a 
few  inches  on  April  16.  Soort  has  improved,  but 
weather  still  too  cold.  Prospects,  however,  are 
brightening.  On  the  private  Invercauld  Water, 
Mr.  Tyringham  had  first  blood  of  the  season  in  a 
beauty  of  111b.  on  April  14.  Sir  Dighton  Probyn, 
who  is  staying  with  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  has  been 
out  once  or  twice  on  the  Balmoral  waters  with 
some  success.    On  the  Aboyne  waters  fairly  good 


sport  was  got  last  week,  while  on  the  Kincardine 
waters  Mr.  Alf  Bon,son  had  two  on  the  Lower  Dess 
section  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Douglas  Benson 
one  of  61b.  On  Kincardine  Lodge  water  Miss 
Pickering  creeled  one  of  81b.,  and  Miss  Vaugha,n 
Lea  another  of  the  same  weight.  On  Carlogie 
water  Sir  Honry  Ripley  landed  three  last  week 
scaling  14Jlb.,  91b.  and  201b.  On  the  Borrow- 
stone  section.  Captain  Seville  had  two  of  7lb. 
and  81b.,  while  Captain  Fitzwilliam  and  party 
on  the  Ballogie  and  Commonty  waters  had  seven 
fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  26Ib. — the  latter  being  the 
top  weight  for  these  parts  this  season.  On  the 
Woodend  water,  Capt.  Quintin  Dick  had  several 
good  fish,  while  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant  creeled 
seventeen  for  the  week  on  the  Cairnton  water.  On 
April  9  he  had  two,  on  April  10  four,  on  April  11 
five,  and  on  April  13  six,  all  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Durris  waters  sport  has  been  somewhat 
slack,  only  a  few  having  been  creeled  compared 
with  former  weeks.  Don. — A  fine  rise  of  March 
Browns  came  away  on  April  16,  and  since  then 
trout  fishing  has  been  very  successfully  enjoyed  by 
Mr.  Eversfield  on  the  Grandholm,  Lord  Simpel  on 
Fintry,  Mr.  Anderson  and  others  on  the  Balbithans 
and  Kintore  sections. — G.  M. 

Orchy. — This  Argyllshire  river  has  been  too  low 
for  the  past  three  weeks  for  fishing  or  for  fish  to 
run.  A  change  set  in  on  Sunday,  however,  and  by 
Tuesday  the  river  was  in  fine  order.  Four  fish  were 
killed  on  that  day  in  the  Dalmally  Hotel  water,  the 
weights  being  321b.,  301b.,  lOlb.,  and  91b.  During 
the  first  fortnight  last  season  an  average  of  25Jlb. 
per  fish  was  maintained — a  wonderful  "spring" 
average  on  a  river  on  which  fly  is  the  only  lure  that 
kills,  or  is  employed. — H.  S. 

South  of  Scotland. — In  consequence  of  the 
prolonged  drought  the  rivers  are  lower  than  ever. 
A  moderate  amount  of  sport  was  obtained  on  a  few 
of  the  rivers  among  yellow  trout.  The  spring  sal- 
mon fishing  is  at  an  end,  and  taking  it  all  round 
the  season  has  been  a  poor  one.  A  considerable 
number  of  salmon  kelts  are  still  left  in  the  rivers, 
and  they  are  likely  to  remain  until  the  rivers  come 
into  flood  and  carry  the  spent  fish  to  the  sea. 
The  Annan.  Angling  in  the  upper  Annan  on 
Good  Friday  Mr.  John  Jackson  caught  a  nice 
basket  of  yellow  trout  with  the  Bell-Irving  fly. 
On  a  second  outing  he  took  61b.  of  yellow  trout, 
one  of  which  weighed  1  lb.  In  the  Lower  Annan, 
on  Tuesday,  Captain  Ewart  caught  ten  good  trout 
with  fly;  Captain  John  McLean  landed  half  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Mount  Annan  water  on 
Good  Friday,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie,  W.S.,  had  a 
similar  lot.  In  the  upper  sections  the  streams  are 
very  low,  and  rain  is  badly  needed.  The  Dumfries 
NiTH  AND  Tributaries. — The  Nith  and  its  feeders 
are  very  low  and  clear,  and  little  or  nothing  is 
being  done.  Fishing  in  the  Cairn  on  April  14,  Mr. 
John  Jackson  killed  twenty  yellow  trout  with  Bell- 
Irving  fly.  The  Gai-loway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — 
Rain  is  much  wanted,  but  a  number  of  trout  have 
been  caught  on  the  lochs  of  the  district.  The 
Ayrshire  Rivers  ajsid  Lochs.  Fishing  on  Loch 
Doon  has  now  commenced.  On  April  16,  Mr.  Cooper 
took  six  yellow  trout  with  fly.  Good  sport  is 
generally  to  be  had  on  Loch  Doon  in  May.  On 
April  16,  the  annual  clearing  of  the  stock  of  trout 
from  the  rearing  ponds  at  the  hatchery  at  Castle- 
semple  were  transferred  to  Loch  Winnoch.  Upwards 
of  2000  trout,  varying  in  weight  from  ^Ib.  up  to 
about  1  lb. ,  were  safely  placed  in  the  loch.  The 
Solway.  —  Salmon  and  sea-trout  have  been 
unusually  scarce  for  April,  but  on  April  16  there 
was  a  fair  show  of  salmon.  The  fishermen  at 
Bowness  in  Cumberland  and  the  Scottish  fisher- 
men near  Annan  captured  some  splendid  fish. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (AberlonrV — The  river  during  the  past 
week  has  been  in  fairly  good  order  although  the 
weather  was  rather  too  bright  for  fishing.  A  good 
number  of  fish  are  in  the  river.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water  two  salmon  were  killed,  one  of  81b.  on 
the  12th  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Guthrie,  of  East  Haddon  Hall, 
and  another  of  16Jlb.  on  the  13th  by  Mr.  Ritcliie. — 
N.  L. 

Tay. — During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  the 
weather  was  bright  and  warm,  but  since  Monday 
there  has  been  a  complete  change.  ^Vith  a  cold 
north-east  wind  blowing  rain  commenced  to  fall 
early  in  the  day  and  continued  almost  without 
interval  throughout  the  whole  of  the  next  day, 
while  on  Wednesday  the  sun  flashed  out  at  intervals 
between  snow  showers.  In  consequence  the  river 
has  been  slightly  coloured  and  unsettled,  and  sport 
has  been  rather  poor.  For  week  ending  April  17  : 
Mr.  F.  A.  Dules  killed  one  fish,  l^\b.,  on  April  14, 
on  Findynate  water ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Dewhurst  caught 
one  fish,  17lb..  on  April  13,  and  another  of  201b.  on 
April  14 ;  while  the  Hon.  D.  H.  Cairns  got  one  of 
101b.  on  the  Murthly  Castle  beat.  Fishing  the 
Delvine  water,  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw  captured  one 
fish,  181b.,  on  April  10,  and  two  of  161b.  and  tii»»- 


290 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  21,  1906 


on  April  12  ;  while  Mr.  Finlay  had  two  of  181b  and 
lOlb  on  April  10,  and  one  of  121b.  on  April  12. 
Mr.  M.  E.  Sanderson  caught  one  fish,  201b.,  on  April 

11  on  L'^wer  Stanley  and  another  of  181b  on  April 

12  on  Upper  Scanley,  while  Mr.  Coats'  gamekeeper 
killed  one,  181b.,  on  April  12  and  another,  71b.,  on 
Aoril  14  on  Battleby  Water.  On  Loch  Tay  at 
Killin  Mr.  H.  Heath,  London,  killed  one  salmon, 
171b.,  on  April  11;  Sir  D.  Richmond,  Glasgow,  one, 
171b.,  on  April  13,  and  one,  191b.,  on  April  16.  Mr. 
Graves,  Gla-jgow,  one  of  15lb.  on  April  13,  and 
another  of  181b.  on  April  14,  while  Mr.  Yonee, 
London,  got  two  of  221b.  and  161b.  on  April  14. 
—A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — The  weather  here  still 
remains  very  dry  and  water  very  low.  There  was 
some  rain  on  the  night  of  April  15,  but  not  enough 
to  do  any  good.  On  April  10.  on  Loch  More.  Mr. 
Rissik  killed  two  fish,  151b.  and  7  Jib.  ;  on  April  11, 
Mr.  H.  P.  Green,  one,  221b.,  and  Mr.  Pople,  one, 
101b.  On  April  13,  on  River  Beat  No.  7,  Mr. 
Crossm-tn  had  one,  lOJIb.  ;  Mr.  Crocker,  one,  91b.  , 
and  Mr.  Green,  on  Loch  Bog,  one,  18lb.,  on  April  16. 
Mr.  H.  Greg,  on  Loch  More,  three,  81b  ,  8lb.,  and 
7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Green's  last  five  fi^h,  from  17Jlb.  to  221b., 
totalled  981b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivor.-s  are  very  low.  Trout  fishing  i^  entirely 
off,  and  will  not  improve  until  we  have  more 
favourable  weather.  Floors  Upper. — On  April  10 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxhurghe  caught  two 
salmon,  71b.  and  61b.  Ednam  House  Uppeb. — On 
April  4  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  caught  five  salmon,  all  with 
small  Blue  Doctor  and  Silver  Grey,  weighing  101b., 
91b.,  81b.,  7ilb.  and  GJIb.  ;  on  April  7  one  of  91b., 
and  on  the  10th  two,  101b.  and  8§lb.  Birgham. — 
On  April  2  Lord  Dunglass  caught  two,  12Jlb.  and 
81b.  ;  on  the  4th  two  of  7ilb.  each  ;  on  the  5th  one 
of  Sjlb.  ;  on  the  6th  two,  ijjlb.  and  91b. ;  on  the  7th 
Colonel  Cavayo  had  one  of  81b.  Cornhill  — On 
March  30  Mr.  Garrod  caught  a  sea- trout  of  91b.,  and 
Dr.  Taylor,  on  April  2,  caught  a  salmon  of  9Jlb., 
and  on  the  3rd  a  eea-trout  of  2Jlb.  Teviot.— On 
April  4  Mr.  Jas.  Forrest  caught  one  salmon  of  71b. 
on  the  Makerstoun  water,  on  the  16th,  Master  Jack 
Lucas  caught  one  salmon  of  71b.  Floors  Upper 
AND  Lower  Waters. — His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Roxburghe  has  had  fair  sport.  On  April  12  he  had 
five  salmon,  on  the  16th  four,  and  on  the  17th 
four.  Hendersyde. — On  April  16,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Taylor  caught  two,  91b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Thos. 
Pringle  had  also  two,  81b.  and  61b.,  all  on  Sprouston 
Dub.  Ednam  House — On  April  13,  Mr.  Jas.  Tait 
caught  one  salmon  of  91b.  Birgham. — On  April  10, 
Lord  Dunglass  caught  one  salmon  of  101b.,  on  the 
11th  one  of  11  lb  ,  and  on  the  16th,  five,  weighing 
91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  4Jlb.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu  (Kilrea).  —  Mild,  spring-like  showers  and 
warm  sunshine  have  taken  the  place  of  the  cold, 
drying  easterly  winds  that  prevailed  during  the 
past  month,  and  in  consequence  brown  trout  are 
rising  freely  to  natural  flies,  many  of  which  have 
recently  appeared  on  the  water.  All  the  sections 
are  in  order  and  good  sport  is  being  obtained.  A 
few  spring  salmon  have  come  in  from  the  sea,  but 
they  are  passing  over  the  weirs  and  on  to  the  lake 
where  they  will  likely  be  caught  in  the  pollen  nets, 
the  Maine,  Ballinderry,  and  Moyola  being  too  low 
and  clear  for  them  to  ascend  to  the  deep  summer 
holding  pools.  Mr.  W.  A.  Jefferson  and  Air.  W.  D. 
Simmington  in  two  days  caught  on  the  fly  seventeen 
trout  weighing  ISJlb.  at  Portglenone,  and  local 
anglers  are  making  good  baskets  at  Kilrea  and  also 
on  the  deep  reaches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District  — The  rivers  are  yet  very 
low  and  clear.  The  Woodburn  basins  are  fishing  a 
little  better,  though  not  up  to  the  usual  spring 
standard,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  Antrim  Road 
Basin.  The  members  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation had  a  trout  fishing  competition  for  the 
Hunter  Cup  on  the  Maine,  at  Kellswater,  on  Easter 
Monday.  The  cup  was  won  by  Mr.  Harry  R. 
Douglas. — J.  A.  B. 

Brue  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  at  present  in  grand  fishing  order,  and  some  fine 
sport  amongst  the  trout  was  had  on  it  during  the 
past  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killamey  —  Though  the  weather  has  been 
against  angling,  fair  sport  has  been  had  with 
salmon  and  brown  trout.  Very  good  work  con- 
tinues to  be  done  at  the  hatcheries.  Over  60,000 
salmon  ova  and  12,000  trout  ova  have  been  hatched 
out  at  Lord  Ken  mare's  hatchery  this  season,  and 
at  Lord  Ardilaun's  hatchery  some  60,000  salmon 
ova  were  hatched  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Arrow  (Boyle). — The  weather  was  very 
harsh  and  unfavourable  for  angling  during  the  past 
week.  Monday  morning  showed  signs  of  rain  and 
it  came  on  about  1  o'clock.  There  were  only  a 
couple  of  boats  out,  Mr.  Wm.  Ross  getting  a  grand 


catch  of  sixteen  fish  in  splendid  condition,  the 
largest  turning  the  scale  at  81b.  A  finer  lot  of 
trout  one  could  not  look  at.  The  next  best  day 
was  L.  Ballintine,  nine  fish.  It  will  take  the  b'ist 
diy  during  the  dapping  to  beat  our  friend  Mr. 
Ross's  catch,  though  we  are  hoping  for  big  days 
next  month. — G.  Acheson. 

Longrh  Carrane,  eto  (Watervilla,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  much  below  the  mark.  On  April  10, 
Ned  Dennehy  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  On  April  11, 
Mr.  Lescher  caught  one  of  91b.,  and  Pat  Currane, 
Dromkeir,  one  of  131b.  On  April  15  Mr.  Lewellyn 
got  one  of  131b.  The  rivers  are  all  very  low, 
and  no  fish  arriving  from  the  sea.  Rain  is  badly 
needed.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiongrhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbar). — Some 
anglers  staying  at  Mount  Gable  Hotel  have  had 
excellent  sport  on  Mask,  those  fishing  Corrib  not 
being  so  successful,  but  on  changing  their  lake 
have  had  an  improvement  in  luck.  The  association 
formed  hero  last  autumn  for  the  preservation  of 
Mask,  etc.,  have  done  admirable  work,  and  it  only 
needs  the  support  of  the  anglers  to  extend  its  opera- 
tions to  make  it  a  really  supcessful  organisation. 
The  catches  are : — Captain  Case,  on  Corrib,  on 
April  11,  two  trout,  1  lb.  each  ;  on  12th,  one,  IJlb. : 
on  13th,  three  trout,  5lb  ,  and  a  pike  of  9  Jlb.  ;  on 
I4th,  one  trout.  Jib.  ;  on  15th,  three,  21b.  ;  and  on 
Mask,  on  16th,  two,  2ilb.,  and  on  17th,  six,  531b. 
Mr.  Wilson,  on  Mask,  on  April  12,  one  trout,  1  ib.  ; 
on  13th,  four,  6Jlb.,  best  fish,  321b. ;  on  14th,  eight, 
SJlb.,  best  fish,  2Jlb. ;  on  15th,  not  fishing,  on  16th, 
five,  lOlb.,  best  fish,  4.31b.  and  31b. ;  on  17th,  seven, 
731b.,  best  fish,  31b.,  and  one  pike  of  1131b.  Mr. 
Brodie,  on  Mask,  on  April  12,  three  trout,  41b.  ; 
on  13th,  two,  l^lb. ;  on  14th,  eight,  lOJlb.,  best  fish, 
41b.  and  2}lb.  ;  *on  15th,  not  fishing  ;  on  16th,  four, 
best  fish,  21b.,  and  a  pike  of  161b.;  on  17th,  two, 
best,  21b.  Messrs.  Cole  and  Pittman.  on  Corrib, 
had  a  few  nice  fish,  best,  331b.  On  April  17, 
Miss  Allen,  on  Mask,  two  trout,  2Jlb.,  on  the  fly, 
best  fish,  2Jlb.  The  fish  are  now  in  splendid 
condition. — G.  A. 

Lon^h  aielvin^— The  folio  wing  are  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  salmon  taken  on  the  lake  during  the 
past  week: — Dr.  Haughton,  two,  lOlb.  and8Jlb. ; 
Mr.  H.  H.  Walker,  two,  14lb.  and  101b.  ;  Dr.  R. 
Barnett,  one,  121b. ;  Dr.  Macgregor  Sinclair,  one, 
101b.  ;  and  Captain  and  Lieutenant  Trousdale,  three, 
lOJIb.,  91b.,  and  81b.  Mr.  H.  Wren  landed  one  on 
a  trout  fly,  1 1  Jib.,  on  April  13  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Gallagher 
landed  one,  8ib.,  on  April  16.  Trout  rose  freely  to 
the  fly  during  the  past  week,  and  many  fine  baskets 
of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were  secured,  contain- 
ing from  a  dozen  to  twenty-seven  trout.  Mr.  E.  A. 
Robinson,  Mr.  H.  Robinson.  Mr.  L.  Lipsett  and 
brother,  Mr.  Martin,  Dr.  Giffen  and  friends  were 
amongst  the  most  successful  anglers.  Sport  con- 
tinues good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons.  * 

Mountain  Lakes  (Wa^erville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  bright  and  calm  weather  has  caused  a  great 
falling  off  in  sport.  In  the  early  mornings  and  late 
evenings  the  only  chances  were  obtained,  when  a 
few  brown  trout  were  taken. — T.  J.  D. 

Sloy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  has  been  poor,  owing  to  frost  at  night 
and  sunshine  in  the  day.  A  change  has  set  in  now, 
some  rain  is  falling,  and  fishing  should  improve. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  hooked  and  played  a  large  fish, 
but  lost  him,  on  April  13.  On  April  15,  Mr.  Scroope 
got  a  good  fish  of  131b.  and  five  large  trout;  Mr. 
Cartwright  had  some  trout  on  the  lough  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  lost  some  good  ones.  Col. 
Rayner  got  a  salmon  and  some  trout  on  the  lough. 
— John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Uayo). — Weather  here  very  much  against  angling. 
Mr.  Scroope  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Master  J.  Scroope 
two  salmon,  111b.  and  141b.;  Mr.  Sulivan  two 
salmon,  121b.  and  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Slater,  one  salmon, 
121b.  Trouting  poor  owing  to  the  rough  north- 
easterly wind  and  heavy  sleet  showers.  Capt. 
Pratt  had  one  pike,  19Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Kidd  and  Master 
Kidd  had  a  number  of  kelts.  Some  very  nice  fish 
have  been  got  at  the  salmon  traps.  Loughs  Tait 
and  Callow  fished  poor  owing  to  the  cold  wind  and 
sleet  hhowers  — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  harsh  winds,  sleet 
showers,  and  frost  at  night  have  left  the  angling  of 
very  little  use.  There  are  a  few  trout  getting  and 
some  pike.  However,  I  do  not  think  we  are  far 
from  a  change  of  winds  and  some  rain,  which 
is  very  much  wanted  for  almost  everything.  If 
we  do  not  very  soon  have  a  change  of  wind  and 
rain  the  May  Fly  on  all  Irish  lakes  will  be  very  late 
this  season. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castieconneii). — The  dry  and  brilliant 
weather  still  continues,  but  there  appears  a  likeli- 
hood of  a  change  at  no  distant  date.  A  fall  of  rain 
would  now  be  much  appreciated  after  suoh  a  long 
spell  of  drought.  The  return  from  April  4  to  17 
is : — On  Hermitage,   Mr.  G.   Francis  killed  one 


salmon,  151b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Piers  Jones,  three, 
14Jlb.,  301b.,  481b.,  the  latter  being  so  far 
the  heaviest  salmon  killed  here  this  Feason. 
On  Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  three  salmon, 
221b.,  lljlb.,  13ilb. ;  Mr.  S.  Roberts.  M.P.,  one 
salmon,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  G.  B.  Tunstall-Moore,  two 
salmon,  lllb.  and  21  lb.  On  the  Castle  fi'hery, 
Mr.  G  W.  Greenhill  killed  six  salmon,  24Jlb., 
121b.,  221b.,  231b..  341b.,  lfi|lb  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed  throe  Halmon,  lejlb.,  131b., 
271b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G  B.  Tnnstall-Moore 
killed  three  salmon,  291b.,  321b.,  24ilb.  —  John 
Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillalos).— We 

have  had  variable  weather  during  the  past  week, 
and  but  few  fish  have  tasted  steel  in  consequence. 
The  largest  accounted  for  weighed  341b.,  and  was 
killed  by  Mr.  Smyth,  of  Birmingham.  On  Mr. 
Vinter's  water  an  English  rod  has  taken  three 
good-sized  fish. — S.  J.  Hueley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytauz  (April  14).  —  A  recent  accession  of 
further  inability  to  take  the  field  has  interrupted 
some  of  these  reports,  but  had  it  been  otherwise  it 
seems  the  lateness  of  the  season  here  has  left  little 
to  say.  The  fishing  season  has  at  any  rate  opened ; 
still  anglers  have  not  found  themselves  to  any 
large  extent  successful,  although  till  now  an 
absence  of  snow-broth  has  been  frequently  in  their 
favour,  despite  the  pre.sence  of  floating  grass  and 
such  hindrances  pertaining  to  these  days.  A  few 
half-pounders  and  fewer  better  trout  have  been 
captured,  the  waters  of  the  Rhone  Valley  having 
been  at  times  in  fair  condition.  Yesterday  the 
Vaudoia  stream  was  dirty  and  rather  too  thick  for 
fly  fishing,  but  the  Stockalper  looked  all  right, 
though  not  a  single  rise  was  seen  over  a  consider- 
able space,  and  there  were  not  many  of  the  Dun 
family  abroad.  A  faint  green  flush  over  the  trees 
of  the  valley  nevertheless  appeared  to  indicate  the 
approaching  advance  of  better  times,  when  the 
newly  replaced  footways  over  severaL  of  the 
tributary  side  streams  will  prove  advantageous  to 
those  who  "  fish  for  pleasure"  and  hope  "  to  catch 
it." — Benwyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelllgra. — Good  sport  has  been  had  at 
pollack.  On  one  day  three  anglers  got  twenty-one 
fish  in  about  four  hours  in  Keelareelig  Bay. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  are  the  only 
fish  had  here  so  far,  and  sport  among  them  is 
improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Penianoe.  —  V^ry  fine  weather  has  prevailed 
through  the  Easter  holidays,  and  although  the 
wind  has  been  somewhat  stronger  than  was 
pleasant,  the  water  being  smooth  has  allowed 
boating  being  enjoyed  to  the  full.  Whiffing  under 
sail  for  mackerel  and  pollack,  one  catch  of  sixty 
mackerel  and  twelve  pollack  ;  other  boats  had  fair 
catches.  Rod  fishing  from  piers,  only  moderate 
sport  with  small  pollack.  Ground  fishing  sport 
poor.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.  —  I  do  not  remember  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  existence  such  a  fine  Easter  through- 
out; in  fact,  by  the  number  of  boats  and  rod 
fishermen,  one  would  have  thought  it  was  almost 
Whit  week.  But  we  see  signs  of  a  change  just 
now,  and  some  rain  which  is  evidently  coming  will 
be  welcome,  not  only  by  the  farmers  and  fruit 
growers,  but  also  by  the  river  fishermen.  The 
trout  have  not  been  sporting  well  this  week, 
although  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  On 
the  Tavy  the  fish  have  been  running  larger  this 
sea«on.  and  several  over  a  pound  have  been  taken. 
A  gentleman  fishing  the  Tamar  had  two  dozen  nice 
fish  on  the  March  Brown.  My  daughter  had  a 
nice  dish  on  the  Tavy  on  Easter  Monday,  and  I 
have  heard  of  several  others  besides.  A  fish  which 
I  believe  to  be  a  rainbow  trout  was  caught  in  the 
Meavy  on  April  4  ;  I  am  making  full  inquiries,  and 
will  report  next  week.  Should  it  be  a  rainbow  it 
must  have  come  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  water 
on  the  Tamar. — William  Hearder. 

Ramasfate.  — The  weather  has  been  splendid  for  ' 
the  holiday  makers  in  general,  but  not  so  good  for 
anglers,  the  water  having  been  very  thick,  and  on 
some  days  too  lumpy  to  go  out.  On  the  r2th  and 
13th  several  boats  tempted  fortune  and  mostly 
returned  with  from  half  to  a  score  of  codling  and 
flatfish.  On  the  13bh  Mr.  D.  Pine,  piloted  by 
Miller,  returned  with  two  score  of  splendid  codling 
and  nearly  a  score  of  good  flatfish.  The  codling 
were  in  splendid  condition  and  very  large  for  the 
time  of  year;  14th  and  15th  no  fishing,  16t,h  and 
17th  more  boats  were  out,  but  takes  were  rather 
thin,  as  the  water  was  very  thick. — Gkey  Mullett. 
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Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 


,  The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
\  receipt  of  : — Carlton  A.S.  box,  £2  10,=.  ;  Royal 
William,  £1  12s. ;  Dalston  A.S.,  £1  lis.  (and  £1  }s. 
donation)  ;  Walham  Green  Concert,  £2  10s.  2d.  ; 
and  annual  donation  of  Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  10s.  6d. 
There  are  still  many  clubs  who  have  not  settled  for 
the  Richmond  competition  tickets.  As  the  year 
ends  on  April  30.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from 
them. — W.  H.  B.^jibeb.  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  on  April  11.  A  new 
member  was  elected,  and  the  secretarj'  reported  that 
he  had  received  several  applications  for  particulars 
of  the  society's  fishery,  etc.  Very  few  members 
attended,  doubtless  on  account  of  the  proximity 
of  Easter,  and  there  was  but  little  business  trans- 
acted. A  good  many  members  and  friends  visited 
Hatefield  during  the  recent  holidays,  and  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  glorious  weather,  the  new  service  of 
trains  to  Denham  being  well  patronised.  I  cannot 
hear  of  any  trout  having  been  taken,  excepting  one 
of  IJlb.  by  Mr.  Yarham,  who  states  that  he  lost  a 
much  larger  fish.  Some  fine  perch,  however,  were 
caught  and  duly  returned. — E.  B. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
The  thirty-eighth  annual  general  meetingjwas  held 
on  April  18,  when  a  strong  executive  was  elected  to 
continue  the  good  work  of  the  society.  The  finances 
of  the  club  were  proved  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  the  membership  on  the  increase.  It  is  not 
considered  essential  that  the  society  need  largely 
increase  its  membership  to  maintain  its  present 
position,  although  it  is  thought  that  a  moderate 
addition  to  its  numbers  may  prove  beneficial.  Now 
that  the  "  Highbury  "  has  seciu"ed  a  trout  fishery 
for  the  use  of  its  members,  in  addition  to  its  extensive 
coarse-fishing  waters  at  Barford,  there  will  no 
doubt  be  many  applications  for  membership.  It  is 
desirable,  therefore,  that  members  having  personal 
friends  wishing  to  join  the  society  should  introduce 
them  before  the  vacancies  are  filled  up.  Certain 
alterations  were  made  to  rules,  and  bye-laws  framed 
for  the  management  of  the  new  fishery.  The  past 
season  has  proved  a  most  satisfactory  one,  forty- 
eight  specimen  and  twelve  medal  fish  having  been 
recorded,  thus  proving  the  correctness  of  the 
society's  attitude  in  abolishing  all  encouragements 
to  gross  weight  competitions,  and  adopting  their 
high  standard  of  retainable  fish.  Mr.  G.  Westrup 
takes  the  cup  for  the  best  specimen  from  public 
water  with  a  trout  of  61b.  6ioz.,  taken  with  artificial 
fly,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Hardirig  the  prize  for  the  best 
fish  taken  from  the  society's  waters — a  pike  of  131b. 
The  other  prize-winners  and  medallists  include 
the  names  of  Messrs.  H.  Dunn,  A.  Ellis  Forbes, 
P.  J.  Jagels,  H.  C.  Till.  W.  T.  Attwood,  A.  Piercy, 
G.  H.  Rayner,  R.  G.  Woodruff,  and  G.  Whitbread. 
The  society,  in  conclusion,  must  thank  all  those  who 
have  contributed  by  lectures,  exhibitions,  etc.,  to 
make  our  weekly  meetings  so  enjoyable  and  instruc- 
tive.— G.  R. 


PFovltielal  Afigllfig  jlotes 

mujft  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

With  the  grand  change  in  the  weather  trout 
fishing  has  considerably  improved,  and  some  fair 
catches  have  been  made.  On  the  Severn,  in  the 
Shrewsbury  district,  sport  has  been  good  ;  and  some 
of  the  private  waters  near  to  the  place  has  provided 
some  excellent  sport.  All  our  rivers  are  low  and 
fine,  and  on  April  16  sport  was  good  on  the  Teme 
and  Blythe,  but  on  Tuesday  the  weather  became 
much  colder,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  we  had 
a  slight  fall  of  snow.  We  have  had  a  bitterly  cold 
day,  and  east  wind  will  do  much  to  help  to  keep  the 
fish  quiet  until  the  bright  warm  weather  returns 
again.  The  Vale  of  Evesham,  and  along  the  banks 
of  the  soft-flowing  Avon,  is  just  now  to  be  seen  at 
it«  best ;  the  whole  district  for  miles  round  is  one 
mass  of  fruit-tree  blossoms,  and  is  well  worth  a 
visit ;  but,  by  the  timo  that  the  fruit  becomes  ripe, 
our  members  will  be  holding  their  contests  in  this 
lovely  valley.  The  Avon,  in  this  district,  is  better 
looked  after  now  than  it  has  been  for  years,  and 
even  the  native  fishermen  respect  the  close  season, 
and  the  only  fish  that  they  care  to  take  is  the  eel. 
There  are  very  few  trout  in  the  Avon,  so  the  river  is 
very  little  disturbed  during  the  fence  months,  and  I 
have  reasons  to  believe  that  the  next  season's 
fishing  will  be  better  than  in  past  years.  The  Severn 
Fishery  Board  do  not  seem  to  grasp  the  idea  that 
it  is  the  coarse  fisherman  that,  to  a  great  extent, 
helps  to  increase  their  income  by  taking  out  the 


shilling  licences  for  trout,  but  there  is  not  one  in 
every  Iiundred  who  takes  out  the  licence  who 
succeeds  in  taking  a  trout  during  the  season  ;  t!hey 
take  the  licence  to  bo  on  the  safe  side,  in  order, 
if  they  should  take  a  trout,  to  avoid  being  prose- 
cuted. The  Board  would  like  to  see  the  rivor 
contain  game  fish  only,  but  as  long  as  there  are  so 
many  streams  running  into  the  river  this  will  never 
be.  For  years  ths  coarse  fishermen  have  asked  the 
Board  to  acknowledge  their  claims,  and,  if  this  was 
done,  more  anglers  would  be  more  than  willing  to 
pay  for  a  licence  for  coarse  fishing  only,  and  the 
income  derived  from  this  source  would  more  than 
help  to  pay  for  the  river  being  properly  watched  and 
protected  by  an  increased  staff  of  water  Vjailiffs.  The 
Severn  Street  Club  fished  a  contest  in  the  canal  at 
Brearley  on  April  16,  the  member  taking  the  largest 
number  of  fish  and  keeping  them  alive  in  bait  cans 
receiving  the  first  prize.  At  the  close  of  the  contest 
the  fish  are  placed  in  the  club's  private  portion  of 
the  River  Alne,  which  is  near  the  canal  at  Aston 
Cantlow.  By  this  means  the  river  is  yearly  re- 
stocked by  over  300  roach  and  perch.  The  Dudley 
A.A.  held  their  annual  smoking  concert  last  week  at 
the  Crown  Hotel,  Wolverhampton-street.  The 
members  turned  up  in  full  force,  and  a  very  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent  under  the  patronage  of 
A.  W.  Edge,  Esq.,  who  occupied  the  chair,  and 
carried  out  the  well-arranged  programme  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  exceptionally  fine  weather  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  much  to  the  delight  of  our  local 
enthusiasts,  who  have  travelled  far  and  near  in 
quest  of  sport  ;  but  only  moderate  success  has  been 
achieved  in  any  quarter.  A  few  nice  trout  are 
reported  from  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  but  on  the 
river  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal  only  very  poor  sport 
has  been  met  with.  The  best  fish — one  of  about 
IJlb. — was  taken  with  worm  near  to  Snakeholme 
Lock,  and  odd  fish  are  reported  from  Hempholme 
and  Arran  with  the  same  bait.  Flounders  have 
also  been  scarce  in  the  river,  but  a  few  nice  catches 
are  reported  from  the  Holderness  Drains  ;  but  none 
of  the  matches  have  been  fished  with  the  same 
success  as  of  former  years.  Codling  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good  with  mussel  bait  in  the  river  Humber, 
one  angler  taking  some  nice  fish  on  the  foreshore 
at  Hull,  near  to  Earle's  shipbuilding  yard,  his  best 
fish  going  well  on  to  7lb.  Some  nice  fish  going 
from  31b.  to  4lb.  have  also  been  secured  on  the 
Lincolnshire  side  of  the  river  at  Goxhill  and  Killing- 
holme.  A  new  angling  club  has  just  been  in- 
augurated at  the  Buck  Inn,  on  Beckside,  called 
the  "  Beverley  Angling  Association."  Mr.C.  Coleman 
being  elected  president,  and  Mr.  Horace  Thompson 
vice-president,  Mr.  Walter  Scott  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Martin  Wright  hon.  sec.  A  special  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  (April  23),  when  it 
is  proposed  to  be  affiliated  to  the  Hull  Amalga- 
mation. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  dead  against  angling  during 
the  holidays,  and  but  few  rods  were  out,  but  two  or 
three  decent  lots  wen  scraped  up  by  local  men,  the 
best  being  as  follows  : — Mr.  Murray  took  twenty 
good  trout,  including  a  rainbow  of  1  lb.  lOoz.,  in 
two  hours  ;  Mr.  Craig,  fishing  the  private  waters  of 
Lower  Levens  (Kent),  killed  upwards  of  a  score,  and 
a  few  fairly  decent  lots  were  taken  by  the  Levens 
Park  party.  Higher  up  the  stream,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sedgwick,  Mr.  James  Curwen,  jun., 
took  a  dozen.  The  Kent  A.A.  waters  fished  badly  ; 
they  were,  and  are,  too  low.  On  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  stream,  Mr.  Pollitt  creeled  his  score  on  Easter 
Monday.  Other  streams  in  this  district  are  far  too 
low  just  now,  if  exception  be  taken  to  Hutton  Beck, 
which  is  occasionally  flushed  from  Killington 
Reservoir. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

There  has  been  excitement  in  Liverpool  over  the 
capture  of  a  gudgeon,  by  a  Walton  member,  weighing 
loz.  lOdr.  They  consider  it  a  specimen,  and  the 
largest  they  have  seen.  There  are  several  waters 
near  Manchester  where  larger  ones  are  caught  every 
week,  2oz.  having  no  chance.  The  BoUin  has 
fished  fairly  well  during  Easter.  Our  county  rods 
are  naturally  interested  in  the  idea  of  improving 
the  Alyn.  Sunday  angling  is  under  a  ban,  but 
many  think  local  sportsmen  (?)  are  very  much  to 
blame. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  advanced  their  pro- 
gramme of  fixtures,  but  not  finished  the  same  ;  it 
is  too  extensive  for  one  evening.  They  are  having 
another  ladies'  evening  on  the  30th.  The  Salford 
Socials  have  accepted  several  new  members  and 
advanced    their   season's   programme   one  step. 


Easter  has  been  disappointing  all  round,  few  locals 
getting  decent  sport.  One  of  the  "  Smokers  " 
club  hud  an  exciting  time,  losing  his  landing  net  in 
attempting  to  socure  a  "  whacker."  A  board 
meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  is  called  for 
the  28tli  in  this  city. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  wcro  favoured  with  delightful 
weather  on  Easter  Monday,  the  sun  shining  with 
great  power  throughout  the  day.  Tuesday  was  as 
cold  as  Monday  was  warm — a  wonderful  contrast. 
On  the  lattgr  day  a  few  members  of  the  City  Welling- 
ton Society  were  out  at  Cavendish  Bridge  and 
Shardlow,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to  note  that  Mr. 
E.  H.  Birks  had  the  good  fortune  to  land  three  brace 
of  fish  in  the  pink  of  condition  ;  they  fell  to  the 
attractions  of  a  bunch  of  gentles,  and  showed  great 
fight  on  the  very  light  tackle  employed  by  the 
angler.  On  April  14  Mr.  H.  Collishaw  turned  over  a 
beauty  which  broke  away.  The  waters  are  plenti- 
fully stocked,  and  during  the  brilliant  sunshine  of 
Monday,  many  grand  fi.sh  were  busy  amongst  the 
natural  flies  coming  down  stream.  Salmoning  has 
not  so  far  attracted  attention.  Odd  trout  are  again 
reported  to  have  been  secured  near  the  outflow  of  the 
Greet  ;  whilst,  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  other  local 
tributary,  the  Dover  Beck,  a  privileged  angler 
creeled  three  and  a-half  brace  on  Thursday  (April  12). 
Eels  are  said  to  have  been  caught  with  the  worm, 
but  it  is  just  as  well  to  remind  anglers  that  even 
though  they  are  in  possession  of  trout  licences  they 
cannot  legally  angle  for  the  fish  during  the  close 
season  ;  they  are  liable  to  prosecution  by  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  authorities. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Easter  holidays  have  come  and  gone,  and  the 
weather  has  been  bright  and  sunny  ;  and  excur- 
sionists have  had  a  fine  time  of  it.  I  regret  to  say 
anglers  in  this  district  cannot  rejoice  over  their 
success  ;  perhaps  few  can  remember  the  trout 
sporting  so  badly,  and  in  well-stocked  water,  where 
they  are  known  to  be,  they  could  be  seen,  but 
neither  fly,  maggot,  nor  worm  would  tempt  them 
in  but  a  very  few  instances,  the  fly  fisherman  having 
the  best  of  it.  The  water  was  clear  as  gin,  and  the 
wind  north  to  north-east,  which  most  likely  had 
much  to  do  with  it.  The  best  catches  we  have 
heard  of  are  five  brace  on  April  16  with  the  fly, 
and  three  and  a-half  brace  taken  on  April  17, 
with  the  worm,  the  day  being  dull  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  rain ;  several  had  one  or  two  brace 
each,  others  single  fish.  All  seemed  glad  to  reach 
home — and  enjoy  their  pipe  and  glass.  Tlie  fish 
caught  were  in  nice  condition,  and  sport  will  improve 
when  the  wind  is  in  a  different  quarter  ;  a  day's 
rain  would  do  good,  for  the  streams  ara  very  low 
and  clear. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Owing  to  the  existing  weather  conditions  there 
has  been  an  all-round  dearth  of  sport.  This  is  espe- 
cially so  as  regards  river  fishing,  the  rivers  being 
very  low.  Sea  fishing  has  been  principally  confined 
to  pollack,  but  sport  does  not  appear  to  be  good 
anywhere.  Sea  fishing,  too,  has  been  very  adversely 
affected  by  sultry,  calm,  and  bright  weather. 
North  of  Ireland. 

From  an  angling  point  of  view  the  Easter  holidays 
were  a  failure,  the  huge  majority  of  rivers  being  so 
low.  Except  on  the  pools  of  the  big  rivers  sport 
was  almost  out  of  the  question.  One  of  the  alleged 
causes  of  the  falling-of£  in  salmon  fishing  on  the 
North  of  Ireland  rivers  is  the  large  increase  of  drift- 
nets  ofi  the  coasts  of  Londonderry,  Donegal,  and 
Antrim.  In  1869  there  was  not  a  single  drift-net 
on  the  Ulster  coasts.  In  the  four  districts  of  Bally- 
shannon,  Letterkenny,  Londonderry,  and  Coleraine 
in  1900  there  were  145  in  operation  ;  in  1901,  160  ; 
in  1902,  148  ;  in  1903,  165  ;  in  1904,  261  ;  and  in 
1905,  391.  These  nets  take  about  half  the  salmon 
taken  in  the  four  districts.  If  j  oined  end  to  end  they 
would  stretch  over  170  miles,  and  their  numbers 
will  apparently  be  limited  only  by  want  of  water 
to  operate  in. 


CORNWALL  PILCHAEDS. 


Plenty  hereof  are  taken  in  these  parts,  perse- 
cuted to  the  shore  by  their  enemies — the  tuny  and 
hake — till,  in  pursuance  of  their  private  revenge, 
they  all  become  a  prey  to  the  fisherman.  The 
pilchard  may  seem  contemptible  in  itself,  being  so 
small,  though  the  wit  of  the  vulgar  here  will  tell 
you  they  have  seen  many  pilchards  an  ell  long — 
understand  it,  laid  at  length  head  and  tail  together. 
Their  number  is  incredible,  employing  a  number  of 
poor  people  in  polling  (that  is,  beheading),  gutting, 
splitting,  powdering,  and  drying  them ;  and  then 
(by  the  name  of  fumadoes)  with  oyle  and  lemon, 
they  are  meat  for  the  mightiest  don  in  Spain. — 
Fuller's  "  Worthies." 
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Spring,  tlie  sweet  Spring,  is  the  ye.ar^s  pleasant  king, 
Then  blooms  each  thing,  then  maids  dance  in  a  ring  ; 
Then  palm  and  may  make  the  country  house  gay, 
Lambs  frisk  and  play,  the  shepherds  pipe  all  day  ; 
The  fields  breathe  sweet,  the.  daisies  kiss  our  feet. 
Young  lovers  meet — old  withes  a-sunning  sit. 
Cold  doth  not  sting — the  pretty  birds  sing — 
Cuckoo,  jugge.  jugge,  p%i  we,  to  witta  woo. 

— T.  Nash. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society 
will  take  place  at  headquarters,  the  Spread  Eagle 
Hotel,  High-street,  Ep^om,  on  Thursday  evening, 
May  3,  when  Mr.  T.  Crumplon  ("Old  Izaak")  will 
be  present  to  open  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Box. 


Thebe  was  no  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wed- 
nesday, but  on  Wednesday  next,  April  25,  there 
will  be  a  paper  and  demonstration  by  Mr.  A.  J. 
Gear,  L.D.S.,  "  Artistic  Taxidermy  and  Modelling 
of  Specimen  Fish."  Several  specimens  of  Mr. 
Gear'd  good  and  artistic  work  grace  the  society's 
tables  already. 


On  April  7  "Sans  Atout"  told  us  of  theexistence 
of  some  fine  carp  and  eels  in  the  Kew  Gardens 
ponds.  Owing  to  the  large  eels  pulling  ducklings' 
legs  "  they  (the  eels)  had  to  be  diminished."  I  said 
I  did  not  know  there  were  six- pounders  there,  but 
the  following  should  be  sufficiently  convincing  : 
"  The  Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens 
presents  his  compliments,  and  with  reference  to 
'  Sans  Atout's '  note  begs  to  refer  him  to  the 
recently  published  '  Fauna  and  Flora  of  the  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens,'  in  which  is  recorded  the  capture, 
in  1902,  of  an  eel  which  measured  4ft.  Sin.  in 
length  and  weighed  61b.  2oz."  [There  were  giants 
in  those  days  !] 


In  a  book  kindly  lent  me  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin 
("  Trent  Otter"),  entitled  "  A  Description  of  about 
Three  Hundred  Animals."  I  came  across  an  account 
of  an  animal  called  salmon.  The  quaint  old  book 
was  printed  in  London  in  1795. 

"The  SALMONS  in  the  river  Ribble  in  Yorkshire 
are,  by  the  people  in  those  parts,  the  first  year 
called  Smelts,  the  second  Sprods,  the  third  Morts, 
the  fourth  Fork- tails,  the  fifth  Half-fish,  and  in  the 
sixth  year,  when  thoroughly  grown,  Salmons.  But 
in  other  places  they  are  called  Salmons  sooner. 
Some  of  the  largest  weigh  thirty-six  pounds.  The 
Salmon  is  a  long  fish,  scaled  with  small,  slender 
scales  ;  it  has  a  little  head  ;  a  sharp  snout,  and  a 
forked-tail  ;  the  back  approaching  to  blue ;  the 
rest  of  the  body  white.  Near  the  end  of  November 
they  carry  together  to  the  highest  part  of  the 
rivers  both  greater  and  lesser,  what  they  unburden 
into  them  ;  and,  as  far  as  they  can,  they  get  up  for 
the  sake  of  spawning. 

«  «  «  *  « 

They  look  about  for  a  place  to  spawn  in,  such  as 
where  the  river  is  broken  at  the  bottom,  or  gravelly, 
and  where  the  streams  run  rapidly  ;  though  some- 
times they  seem  to  delight  in  deep  and  troubled 
waters.  They  begin  not  long  after  the  summer 
solstice ;  and  from  thence,  through  autumn  and 
winter,  proceed  to  spawn ;  some  continue  till  the 
beginning  of  March.  The  flesh  of  a  Salmon,  before 
it  is  boiled,  is  white  ;  but  when  boiled,  or  salted, 
becomes  red.  It  is  a  fat,  tender,  sweet  fish ;  a 
little  soon  satisfies.  It  is  thought  to  excel  in  deli- 
cacy all  sea  fish,  but  not  the  most  wholesome, 
especially  for  sick  persons.  The  Salmon  feeds  on 
earth-worms,  mennows,  and  other  small  fish." 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  I  received  the 
following  : — 

In  loving  Memory 
of 

Isaac  Rolph, 
Who  died  March  26.  1906, 
Aged  63  years. 

"  Sweetly,  gently,  he  passed  away. 
From  earth's  dim  twilight  to  endless  day," 
«  «  «  *  « 

Mr.  Rolph  was  well  known  to  thousands  of  London 
anglers  as  the  genial  host  of  the  Ram  Hotel, 
Brandon  (almost  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Ouse). 
It  is  gratifying  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Rolph  and  her  sons 
Fred  and  Arthur  are  still  conducting  the  business, 
and  will  exert  themselves  to  make  angling  or  other 
visitors  comfortable.  It  is  as  true  now  as  when 
fourteen  years  since  I  wrote  : — 

"  Some  the  Thames  would  not  forsake. 
The  Lea  would  ne'er  abandon. 
Had  I  my  will,  my  way  I'd  make 
To  dear,  delightful  Brandon."  . 


Illustrated  publications  are  always  entertain- 
ing, and  the  Pictorial  Comedy  for  May,  which  is 
profusely  and  humorously  illustrated  by  C.  D. 
Gibson,  Balfour-Ker,  W.  B.  King,  and  others,  all 
masters  of  their  art,  is  doubly  welcome,  as  it  is 
calculated  to  cheer  one  up  during  the  cold  snap 
that  we  are  now  experiencing.  The  editor  has  a 
good  selection  of  articles  to  ofifer  apart  from  the 
usual  features,  such  as  "  On  the  Screen,"  "  A  Batch 
of  Love  Letters,"  "  At  the  Play,"  etc.  F.  Morton 
Howard  continues  his  amusing  experiences  in  "A 
Rural  Retreat,"  and  trots  out  a  smart  bit  of 
bucolic  wit  when  Wixen  suavely  remarks  to  a 
friend  he  has  been  arguing  with,  "  No  one  ain't 
said  you  were  a  fool,  Sol,  though  there's  no  law  to 
prevent  us  thinking  what  we  likes."  The  magazine, 
price  sixpence,  is  published  by  James  Henderson 
and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 


Why  He  Cried. 

The  little  boy  came  out  of  the  room  in  which 
his  father  was  tacking  down  carpet.  He  was 
crying  lustily.  "  Why,  Tommy,  what's  the  matter  ?  " 
asked  his  mother.  "  P-papa  hit  h-his  finger  with 
the  h-hamraer,"  answered  Tommy.  "  Well,  you 
should  not  cry  at  a  thing  like  that,"  said  his  mother. 
"  Why  didn't  you  laugh  ?  "  "  I-I  did,"  sobbed 
Tommy. — Judge's  Magazine. 


The  Fisher's  Call. 

The  moor  cock  is  crowing  o'er  mountain  and  fell. 
And  the  sun  drinks  the  dew  from  the  blue  heather- 
bell  ; 

Her  song  of  the  morning  the  lark  sings  on  high. 
And  hark,  'tis  the  milk-maid  a-caroUing  by. 

Then  up,  fishers,  up  !   to  the  waters  away  ! 
Where  the  bright  trout  is  leaping  in  search  of  his 

prey. 

O  what  can  the  joys  of  the  angler  excell, 
As  he  follows  the  stream  in  its  course  through  the 
dell  ! 

Where  ev'ry  wild  flower  is  blooming  in  pride, 
And  the  blackbird  sings  sweet,  with  the  mate  by  his 
side. 

Then  up,  fishers,  up  !  to  the  waters  away  ! 
Where  the  bright  trout  is  leaping  in  search  of  his 
prey. 

'Tis  pleasant  to  walk  at  the  first  blush  of  morn, 
In  Spring  when  the  blossom  is  white  on  the  thorn, 
By  the  clear  mountain  stream  that  rolls  sparkling 

and  free 

O'er  crags  and  through  vale  its  glad  course  to  the 

sea. 

Then  up,  fishers,  up  !   to  the  waters  away  : 
Where  the  bright  trout  is  leaping  in  search  of  his 
prey. 

In  the  pools  deep  and  still,  where  the  yellow  trouts 
lie. 

Like  the  fall  of  a  rose  leaf  we'll  throw  the  light  fly  ; 
^Vhere  the  waters  flow  gently,  or  rapidly  foam, 
We'll  load  well  our  creels  and  hie  merrily  home. 

Then  up;  fishers,  up  !  to  the  waters  away  ! 
Where  the  bright  trout  is  leaping  in  search  of  his 
prey. 

— Stephen  Oliver,  in  Blaekwood's  Magazine,  1834 


Terms  in  DEscEiBiNa  Yoxmo  Fish. 
The  American  Fisheries'  Society  at  their  annual 
meeting  after  a  thorough  discussion  decided  to 
recommend  the  following  terms  in  describing  young 
fish  : — Fry  :  A  fish  up  to  the  time  the  sac  is  absorbed 
and  feeding  begins.  Advanced  fry  :  A  fish  from  the 
end  of  the  fry  period  until  it  has  reached  the  length 
of  one  inch.  Fingerlings  :  Fish  between  the  length 
of  an  inch  and  the  yearling  stage.  The  various 
sizes  to  be  designated  as  follows  : — Fingerling  1 :  A 
fish  from  one  inch  in  length  up  to  two  inches. 
Fingerling  2  :  A  fish  from  two  inches  in  length  up 
to  three  inches,  etc.  Yearlings :  Fish  that  are  one 
year  old  but  less  than  two  years  old,  counting  from 
the  date  of  hatching,  and  which  may  also  be 
designated  as  "Yearlings  1,  2,  3,"  etc.,  according  to 
length. 


Angling  txndeb  Fire. 
A  Glasgow  municipal  fishing  party  had  an  un- 
pleasant experience  while  fishing  on  April  17  in  Loch 
Awe,"  says  the  Standard.  "  They  had  no  sooner 
reached  the  fishing  ground  than  they  were  greeted 
with  rifle  firing.  The  pellets  spattered  the  water 
near  their  boat,  and  they  made  hastily  for  the  shore, 
where  they  came  upon  a  sportsman  with  a  repeating 
rifle.  Apparently  he  took  this  extraordinary  action 
to  display  his  dislike  to  parties  fishing  in  Loch  Awe, 
admitted  to  be  one  of  the  best  angling  lochs  in  the 
kingdom.  The  incident  promises  to  be  thrashed  out 
in  the  law  courts." 


"  There  is  no  institution  doing  a  grander  work 
among  the  teeming  population  of  the  East  End  of 
London  in  fighting  one  of  the  direst  diseases  ever 
known  to  medical  science."  Such  w£i8  the  tribute 
paid  to  the  City  of  London  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 
the  Chest,  Victoria  Park,  by  Alderman  Sir  George 
Wyatt  Truscott,  when  presiding  recently  at 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  governors  of 
the  institution,  held  at  Gresham  College.  Basinghall- 
street.  There  was,  he  said,  accommodation  for  164 
patients,  but  he  regretted  that,  in  spite  of  all  efforts 
to  obtain  funds,  tho  committee  were  obliged  to  keep 
twenty-four  beds  closed  through  want  of  money. 
For  fifty-eight  years  the  hospital  had  been  carrying 
on  its  beneficent  work,  and  during  that  time  no 
fewer  than  40,000  in-patients  had  passed  through 
it,  while  the  out-patient  department  had  adminis- 
tered to  the  necessities  of  nearly  750,000  persons. 


This  is  from  Wyers  Fr^res'  excellent  catalogue  :  — 
"  Happy  the  man,  and  happy  he  alone. 
He  who  can  call  to-day  his  own  ; 
He  who,  secure  within  himself,  can  say, 
'To-morrow  do  thy  worst,  for  I  have  fished 
to-day.'  " 


Lines  with  the  Past. 
Griggs  :  "  Have  you  ever  been  through  the  Holy 
Land?"    Briggs:  "  I've  been  over  the  golf  links." 
• — Boston  Transcript. 


The  lock-keeper  at  Walton  Common  Lock. 
Cheshunt,  Herts,  is  a  good  sportsman.  He  says  that 
recently  a  pike  of  91b.  was  washed  over  the  small 
weir  into  about  13in.  of  water  with  a  grating  at  the 
end.  Needless  to  say,  it  was  safely  returned  to  the 
Lea  proper,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  afford  sport  later  on. 
Mr.  Frederick  Eve,  of  the  Lea  Conservancy,  deserves 
the  thanks  of  all  true  anglers. 


On  Thursday  evening  next,  April  26,  the  thirtieth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  will  take 
place  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street, 
S.E.,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak").  To  give  everyone  "a 
chance,"  covers  will  not  be  lifted  till  8.30  p.m. 
I  am  not  told  what  time  covers  will  be  returned, 
but  this  I  can  guarantee — Host  Councillor  Shepherd 
will  see  that  all  present  will  thoroughly  enjoy 
themselves. 


His  Standinq. 
"  He's  quarterback  in  his  college  eleven."  "  Ah  ! 
And  how  is  he  in  his  studies  ?  "    "  Oh,  all  the  way 
back!" — Browning's  Magazine. 


Very  few  records  of  holiday  sport  have  arrived, 
and  very  few  meetings  have  been  held  by  anglers 
during  the  holidays.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
of  London  Piscatorials,  to  which  friends  are  cordially 
invited,  there  will  be  a  smoking  concert,  and,  in 
addition  to  the  long  list  of  interesting  "fixtures" 
for  the  year,  it  is  announced  that  on  Nov.  20  the 
"  Trent  Otter "  (Mr.  J.  W.  Martin)  has  kindly 
arranged  to  read  a  paper,  which  is  certain  to  be 
interesting  and  instructive. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials 
on  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Isaacs  presided,  when, 
after  the  usual  routine  business,  further  progress 
was  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming 
banquet,  concert  and  ball  on  the  28th  at  the  Cercle 
Franpais.  Host  Monniot  has  arranged  a  splendid 
menu,  Mr.  Jacobs  (hon.  sec.)  and  his  confrires  are 
perfecting  an  elaborate  musical  programme,  and  all 
bids  fair  for  a  happy  evening.  There  will  certainly 
be  plenty  of  "  entente  cordiale,"  and  the  chair  will 
be  taken  by  President  Sheldon. 

***** 

By  the  way,  although  fishing  reports  were  scarce 
one  member  had  been  to  "  the  north "  with  fair 
success.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams  spent  a  few  days 
at  Newhaven,  and  captured  scores  of  fish,  among 
which  were  some  very  fine  dabs  and  flounders.  I 
can  vouch  for  their  flavour,  as  I  "  tasted "  some. 
They  were  only  away  five  days,  but  had  more  than 
five  samples  of  weather — fine,  cold,  wet,  dry,  calm, 
boisterous,  and,  I  am  told,  they  had  it  hot. 

***** 

"There  were  others"  who  had  a  disappointing 
holiday.  Those  who  for  many  years  had  experi- 
enced nothing  but  wet  Eastors  went  away  pro- 
vided with  sou'-westers  and  trout  rods  ;  but,  alas  ! 
experienced  nothing  but  lovely  sunshine  and  plea- 
sure !  Man  never  is  but  always  to  be  blessed 
with  something  to  upset  his  angling.  Now  that  the 
holidays  are"  over  "(?)  let  us  arrange  for  a  little 
rain.  It  will  be  a  blessing  to  the  fish,  although  it 
may  not  be  for  Dbaonsii. 
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nriie  Smoke  tkat  Satisfies. 

" L' extravagance  d*  la  perfection/' 

Mil  J.  5J.  J>er  oz.        Ty  £[  ^  A 
roJ)ular,  **^d.^ex  oz# 


W.  A.  6f  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Brancli  ot  tbe  Iintwnti  Tokacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Bntatn  anJ 
Ireland)  Ltd..  I^awtclt. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.  Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  H  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler jvhoJiasJiOT 

FttU  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  f  ishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application, 
ARMSTRONG    &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
I  TACKLE. 

w  Our  Special 

"Northumbrian 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/-  ;  lift.,  22/-  ;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  Uft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/- ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  I8ft.,  50/- 

Our  Moteit 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  ll^ft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minuow,  or  worm. 

OUR  NOTED 
FISHING 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market. 

Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout  and  Loch 
Plies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  cur  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 


WADERS, 


STOCKINGS  AND  TROUSERS, 


HENRY  A.  MURTON,  ""Tsir^"' 

8  &  10,  Grainger  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


WALBRAN.  LIMITED 


beg  to  thank  their  numerous  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  their  kind 
patronage  accorded  in  the  past,  and  to  assure  them  of  their  careful  attention  to 
detail  in  all  future  orders. 


TWO  REALLY  PRACTICAL  THINGS. 


WALBRAN'S 
"PRACTICAL"  FLY  BOOK. 

Contains   printed   directions  for 
using  48  patterns  of  trout  and 
grayling    flies,    with  parchment 
pockets    for    casts,    two  strong 
leather  pockets  at  the  ends,  slips 
for  scissors,  &c. 
Bound  in  strong  pigskin,  12/6. 
Fitted  also  with  a  double  page  of 
G.S.  clips  for  eyed  flies,  15/-  (a 
new  pattern). 
Bound  in  brown  canvas,  8/6. 
If  fitted  with  J  doz.  each  fly,  30/- 
and  26/-  respectively. 


WALBRAN'S  "HOLDALL." 

This  convenient  artitle  is  intended  for  the 
conveyance  of  waders,  brogues,  socks, 
mackintosh,  &c.  It  is  perfectly  waterproof, 
and  made  of  the  strongest  brown  duck; 
inside  are  two  pockets  for  small  articles, 
strongly  bound  with  leather,  strong  leather 
handles.    Price  15/- 


Send  address  for  Illustrated 
Catalogue  free. 

ONLY  ADDRESS— 


38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

General  Manager-FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  ("  Halcyon.") 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

New^ai^li:- on -Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Qreenlieart  Trout  Rod,  10|  feet 

long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

Tiie  Fly  Fislier's  Wincll  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3i-inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE, 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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"THE  HEALTHY  INFLUENCE  OF  SEA- 
FISHING  ON  THE  MIND  AND  BODY."* 

Gentlemen, — When  I  was  honoured  with  a 
request  from  the  worthy  secretary  of  this  society 
to  read  a  paper  before  its  members,  I  felt  that  he 
had  placed  me  in  a  position  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty. I  was  conscious  of  the  fact  that  my  expe- 
rience as  a  sea-anf;ler  was  not  sufficiently  great  to 
justify  my  venturing  to  place  before  the  members 
any  information  bearing  on  sea-angling,  a  subject 
which  they  are  much  better  acquainted  with  tlian  I 
am  myself. 

The  pleasures  of  sea-angling  have  often  been  freely 
written  about  ;  the  proper  kind  of  rod  and  bait  to 
use,  the  most  likely  places  to  catch  fish,  and  how  to 
catch  them,  and  perhaps  how  not  to  catch  them, 
has  formed  the  theme  of  many  an  old  angler,  and  it 
is  an  oft-repeated  tale,  and  there  is,  tlierefore,  no 
occasion  for  me  to  go  over  this  old  ground  again. 
After  most  careful  consideration,  I  have  decided  to 
give  a  short  address  on  sea-fishing  as  a  healthy 
pastime  both  to  body  and  mind. 

There  are,  according  to  the  most  recent  statistics 
published,  at  the  present  time  n9,8'29  registered 
persons  of  \insound  mind  in  England  and  Wales. 
1  am  afraid  the  records  are  not  sufficiently  complete 
to  show  whether  any  of  this  large  alarming  number 
are  members  of  our  most  worthy  and  excellent 
society.  I  should  certainly  deem  otherwise,  for  had 
they  belonged  to  our  society,  or  to  any  similar 
society,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  healthful  pastime 
therein  afforded  might  have  been  the  means  of 
warding  off  an  attack. 

At  this  advanced  age  we  now  live  in,  I  am  thankful 
to  say  that  the  treatment  and  management  of 
disease  has  a  higher  aim  than  simply  a  dose  of 
physic,  which,  in  the  old  days,  was  the  one  and  only 
idea  apparent  to  the  doctor  in  attendance.  Of 
course,  a  debt  of  deep  gratitude  is  due  to  those 
scientific  men  who  of  old  investigated  the  actions 
of  various  drugs.  We  benefit  from  their  researches. 
We  have,  liowever,  gone  a  step  further  in  our 
endeavour  to  ameliorate  suffering,  and  to  prevent 
the  development  of  disease.  I  allude  to  what  I 
may  term  the  rational  treatment  of  complaints — 
to  the  "  open  air  "  treatment  of  disease,  especially 
of  consumption.  What  would  the  doctors  of  the  old 
school  have  said  to  anyone  who  dared  to  suggest 
that  a  consumptive  patient  should  live  more  or  less 
all  day  long  in  the  open  air,  and,  if  possible,  on  the 
sea  ?  But  such  is  the  advancement  of  science  that 
this  treatment  is  accepted  all  o\-er  the  universe  by 
the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  the  day. 
"  Suggestion  "  is  also  a  powerful  factor  in  itself  in 
the  cure  of  many  a  complaint.  I  mean  by  the  term 
a  mental  impression  that  leads  one  to  believe  that 
what  is  advised  must  inevitably  do  good. 

Thus,  a  day's  sea-angling  is  ordered  to  a  certain 
indi^'idual  with  the  "  suggestion  "  from  his  medical 
adviser,  in  whom  he  has  implicit  faith,  that  it  will 
do  him  good  ;  this,  in  many  cases,  is  quite  sufficient, 
and  whether  he  has  good  sport  or  indifferent  the 
man  returns  a  different  person,  and  frequently  the 
prescription  is  so  palatable  and  agreeable  that  he 
is  anxious  to  try  an  extra  dose  of  it  before  very  long. 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  those  nations  who  use 
their  mental  powers  in  good  healthy  work  are  less 
liable  to  become  mentally  imhinged  than  those 
nations  who  have  no  such  opportunity.  The  more 
mental  strain  we  have  without  some  agreeable 
pastime  to  divert  our  attention  the  more  certainty 
there  is  that  lunacy  will  occur.  Some  of  our  states- 
men at  the  present  time  are  undergoing  what  is 
called  "  the  rest  cure."  This  consists  of  complete 
isolation  in  bed,  regular  meals  brought  in  by  the 
same  attendants,  and  a  confinement  to  the  atmo- 
sphere of  the  same  room. 

This  treatment  when  combined  with  massage  is 
accepted  in  America  and  England  as  the  Weir- 
Mitchell  treatment.  I  may  at  once  say  that  I  do 
not  believe  in  this  nonsense.  It  would  be  far  pre- 
ferable and  much  more  beneficial  if  these  poor 
victims  were  ordered  a  fortnight's  deep-sea  fishing. 
They  would  have  the  benefit  of  the  sea  air,  and 
enjoy  the  mental  excitement  which  ensues  in  one's 
endeavour  to  land  a  large  cod  or  conger,  followed 
by  a  reaction  as  a  necessary  result  of  ultimately 
losing  the  fish  the  very  moment  of  landing  it.  This, 
to  my  mind,  is  a  proper  rest  cure,  and  should  be 
called  the  "  British  Sea  Anglers'  Treatment." 

I  hope  the  scientific  world  will  soon  see  the 
absurdity  of  confining  a  wratched  individual  in 
bed  for  three  weeks  for  the  sake  of  rest,  inhaling 
the  atmosphere  of  one  stuffy  room.  There  is  nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  so  healthful  and  beneficial  for  the 
overworked  mind  as  a  day's  sea-fishing.  We  leave 
our  home  weary  and  careworn,  our  thovights 
absorbed  upon  matters  of  painful  interest.  We 

*  A  lecture  delivered  by  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow 
before  the  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  on  April  11,  1906 


arrive  at  the  railway  station  with  the  weight  of  our 
business  cares  uppermost  in  our  mind,  to  the 
exclusion  of  everything  else.  We  invest  in  a  daily 
paper,  take  our  seat  in  a  smoking  compartment, 
but  not  of  the  nature  now  being  provided  for 
ladies.  Our  thoughts  are  still  absorbed  in  our 
daily  work.    We  cannot  banish  it  from  our  minds. 

We  arrive  at  our  destination,  and  jump  nimbly 
out  of  the  train,  and  recognise,  perhaps,  some 
familiar  face  on  the  platform,  probably  that  of  some 
good  old  fisherman,  perhaps  our  companion  in  many 
a  day's  sport.  We  anxiously  inquire  as  to  how  the 
fish  are  biting,  and  whether  we  are  likely  to  have  a 
good  day  or  not.  Whilst  engaged  in  conversation 
we  walk  quietly  dovm  to  the  quay,  and,  the  boat 
being  pushed  off  from  land,  we  commence  to  put 
together  our  rod  and  tackle.  Before  we  have  cast 
our  line  many  minutes  there  is  every  probability  of 
our  having  a  bite,  we  struggle  with  the  fish,  perhaps 
we  land  it,  perhaps  we  do  not,  more  often  the  latter, 
but,  failure  or  success,  nevertheless,  from  the  time 
we  get  afloat  until  we  are  seated  in  the  train  on  our 
homeward  journey,  our  thoughts  never  once  recur 
to  business  troubles  ;  in  fact,  we  have  had  a  com- 
pletfl  relaxation  from  this,  and  our  nervous  systems 
have  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  mental  rest,  which 
in  many  cases  is  absolutely  essential.  It  is  a  well- 
known  and  accepted  fact  that  the  wear  and  tear 
of  literary  life  is  a  prominent  cause  of  mental  dis- 
or<ler.  An  overworked  brain  is  unfortunately  of 
frequent  occurrence  nowadays.  We  struggle  on 
without  being  able  to  recognise  that  the  time 
has  come  when  we  must  rest,  and  give  a  willing 
but  overwrought  organ  an  opportunity  of  recupe- 
rating. 

"  That  wretched  brain  gave  way  and  I  became  a 
wreck  at  random  driven. 
Without  one  glimpse  of  reason,  without  one 
hope  of  Heaven," 

was  Dean  Swift's  description  of  his  own  mental 
breakdown.  It  is  absolutely  essential  for  such  a 
class  of  individuals  as  I  have  been  describing  that 
they  should  be  able  to  indulge  in  something  which 
may  take  away  their  thoughts  from  the  too 
absorbing  work  in  which  they  have  been  bo  long 
engaged. 

It  is  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  that  pleasure 
should  be  combined  with  plenty  of  gentle  excite- 
ment, but  not  of  a  nature  that  would  upset  the 
nervous  system.  We  have  only  carefully  to  look 
through  the  biographical  history  of  men  of  the 
present  century  to  become  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  they  have  apparently  become  anglers  to  obtain 
mental  rest.  Many  a  case  of  hypochondriasis, 
amounting  in  many  instances  to  acute  mental 
depression,  have,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  been 
cured  by  sea-angling.  I  have  advised  this  in  many 
cases  with  the  most  satisfactory  results  to  the 
unhappy  sufferers. 

The  chronic,  or  even  acute,  dyspeptic,  always 
talking  about  his  symptoms,  a  nuisance  to  his  own 
home  and  a  pest  to  society  in  general  (and  there  are 
many  of  such  about),  forgets  for  the  time  being  his 
aches  and  pains  when  on  the  sea.  This  sort  of 
individual  has  generally  a  smattering  of  medical 
knowledge,  his  library  contains  many  of  the  recent 
quack  medical  books  published,  or  the  latest  edition 
of  some  domestic  medicine,  carefully  studied  with  a 
view  of  finding  out  his  impossible  symptoms.  He 
knows  well  the  condition  of  the  tongue,  and  that 
interesting  organ  is  protruded  in  front  of  the 
looking-gla.?s  many  times  during  the  day,  with  the 
result,  perhaps,  of  further  investigation  of  his 
medical  manuals.  When  he  is  safely  seated  in  a 
boat,  after  probably  interesting  his  fellow  com- 
panions on  the  railway  journey  with  a  graphic 
account  of  his  general  state  of  health,  he  will  find 
but  little  time  to  think  of  himself,  and  all  his  own 
imaginary  "  serious  "  sjTnptoms  will  one  by  one 
disappear.  There  is  no  looking-glass  in  the  boat 
for  him  to  examine  his  tongue.  He  may,  however, 
carry  a  portable  one.  I  have  known  this  done  by 
such  persons.  He  would  run  the  risk  of  failing  to 
land  a  good  fish  whilst  engaged  in  that  interesting 
occupation,  and,  having  lost  one,  his  looking-glass 
would  not  be  produced  again  during  the  day's 
outing,  but  remain  in  oblivion  in  his  pocket.  I  con- 
sider that  it  is  with  this  sort  of  case  really  that  sea- 
angling  acts  in  such  a  healthy  and  beneficial  manner. 

I  would  recommend  every  dyspeptic  who, 
having  gone  the  round  of  the  doctors,  as  is  gene- 
rally the  case,  to  give  what  I  am  now  recommending 
a  good  trial,  even  as  a  dernier  ressort.  Let  him  join 
one  of  the  sea-angling  associations,  and  compete  for 
one  of  the  medals  ;  there  will  be  no  time  to  think 
of  his  symptoms.  "  Throw  physic  to  the  dogs ; 
I'll  none  of  it  " — give  me  my  sea-angling,  to  para- 
phrase Shakespeare.  This  should  be  the  motto  of 
this  sort  of  individual. 

Then  there  is  the  convalescent  from  some  long, 
lingering  illness,,  such  as  fever  or  inflammation  of 
the  lungs.  Perhaps  the  invalid  has  been  in  extremis, 
and  has  been  rescued  from  death  to  life  by  the  skill 


of  the  physician  ;  let  him  complete  his  patient's 
cure  by  advising  sea-angling — it  will  effect  it  more 
than  sending  him,  as  in  many  cases  is  done,  a  long, 
dreary  voyage,  often  alone.  Frequently  the  result 
is  that  he  mopes  in  his  own  solitude,  and  returns 
unrefreshed  after  his  journey,  which  probably 
involved  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
perhaps  ill-afforded  by  him.  Then  there  is  insomnia, 
not  a  disease  itself,  but  an  important  symptom  which 
often  passes  into  a  disease  of  an  alarming  and 
intractable  nature. 

There  is  nothing  to  my  mind  so  conducive  to  sleep 
as  a  day  on  the  sea — the  lovely  air  and  the  quiet 
excitement  incidental  to  angling.  The  brain  becomes 
tranquil,  the  cerebral  circulation  becomes  naturally 
restored,  and  "  Sleep,  gentle  Sleep,  Nature's  chief 
restorer,"  becomes  an  acquired  fact,  not  an  imagi- 
nation, but  a  reality.  I  challenge  a  contradiction 
of  what  I  am  asserting,  for  my  remarks  are  based  on 
facts. 

Then  we  come  to  pulmonary  complaints,  espe- 
cially cases  of  chronic  bronchial  attack.=(,  where 
stuffy  rooms,  dosa  and  confined  atmosphere,  with 
dosed  windows  generally  play  a  prominent  part  in 
the  preservative  nature  of  such  maladies.  This  to 
me  seems  absurd,  and  against  the  present-day 
theory.  Fresh  air  is  one  of  the  most  important 
factors  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  nothing 
favours  its  ingress  so  much  as  impure  and  stale  air. 

All  such  cases  should  be  sent  out  on  the  water. 
They  would  soon  lose  their  more  distressing 
symptoms.  I  believe  this  is  a  certain  remedy  in 
many  cases  of  obstinate,  irritating  cough,  distressing 
to  the  \dctim  and  to  those  surrounding  him. 

With  regard  to  brain  affections  and  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system,  I  have  already  freely  given  my 
views  as  to  the  benefits  resulting  from  sea-angling 
in  many,  if  not  in  all,  such  cases.  For  some  years 
I  held  the  position  of  physician  to  two  large  lunatic 
asylums,  and  I  used  to  personally  conduct  periodi- 
cal parties  of  my  patients  out  fishing. 

In  those  days  there  was  no  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  ;  in  fact,  sea-fishing  was  hardly  then  recog- 
nised as  a  sport.  It  was  difficult  to  remove  from 
the  public  mind  the  separation  of  sea-sickness  from 
sea-angling.  It  was  generally  considered  that  if 
the  latter  sport  was  engaged  in,  then  the  former 
must  ensue  as  a  sequel.  We  were  then  content 
with  punt-fishing.  Often  I  have  been  so  seated  in 
a  pimt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Teddington  with  two 
confirmed  lunatics  as  my  only  companions.  They 
enjoyed  the  sport  ;  so  did  I.  I  have  often  noticed 
that  even  in  these  cases  their  minds  have  for  the 
time  being  become  more  or  less  sane,  showing  what 
really  might  hav^e  been  done  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
their  malady.  The  poor  mental  sufferer,  deprived 
of  Nature's  light  and  reason,  and  reduced  to  the 
level  of  the  beast  that  perisheth,  even  has  his  lucid 
intervals,  during  which  he  is  for  the  time  being 
human  and  amenable  to  kindness  and  attention., 
He  appreciates  anything  that  may  be  done,  and, 
though  frequently  he  is  unable  to  rationally  express 
his  feelings,  nevertheless  those  who  are  accustomed 
to  such  cases  are  fully  conscious  of  the  fact.  Some 
of  these  poor  wretches  mentally  afflicted  enjoy 
themselves  as  much  as  those  who  are  in  possession 
of  that  greatest  of  earthly  blessings— a  mens  sana 
in  corpora  sano.  j 

I  find  that  most  mental  trouble  and  anxiety  is 
relieved  by  a  day's  sea-angling.  I  have  experienced 
this  myself.  Many  years  ago,  when  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  after  I  had  gone  through 
the  terrors  incidental  to  a  University  examination, 
the  result  of  which  would  not  be  known  for  perhaps 
a  week  after,  or  even  more,  I  returned  home  for  the 
vacation,  my  mind  constantly  dwelling  on  the 
subject  whether  I  had  passed  or  otherwise.  The  only 
thing  which  would  take  my  mind  off  the  one  subject 
was  a  day's  fishing.  While  I  was  sitting  com- 
fortably on  a  chair  in  the  punt  all  thoughts  of  my 
examination  vanished  in  my  eagerness  to  catch  a 
roach  or  a  gudgeon.  I  found  this  so  successful  in 
the  day.?  of  my  youth  that  I  have  adopted  the  same 
measure  ever  since  after  any  anxious  or  critical  time. 
I  always  make  it  a  custom  to  throw  all  my  energy 
into  anything  I  undertake,  though,  I  regret  to  say, 
this  has  not  as  yet  enabled  me  to  win  one  of  the 
society's  medals,  but  I  intend  to  do  this  in  the 
distant  future. 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  prove  that  in  many 
instances  sea-angling  is  a  powerful  therapeutical 
agent.  It  is  the  bounden  duty '  of  all  those  who 
undertake  the  sacred  charge  of  disease,  be  it  bodily 
or  mental,  to  realise  that  the  rational  treatment  of 
disease  is  rapidly  advancing,  and  that  there  is  some- 
thing else  besides  the  remedial  effect  of  a  drug  to  be 
considered.  After  a  day's  sea-angling,  whether  we 
return  with  a  full  or  an  empty  bag,  the  result  is  the 
same  to  us  so  far  as  our  health  is  concerned.  Wo 
are  not  disappointed  ;  we  are  sportsmen  to  the 
very  core. 

We  know  that  if  we  are  unable  to  catch  fish  one 
day,  we  shall,  in  all  probability,  do  so  on  the  next 
occasion.    We  have  had  the  unspeakable  benefit 
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)f  a  day  on  the  briny  ocean,  inhaling  the  lovely 
tea  breezes,  our  minds  undisturbed  by  worry  and 
;»re.  We  have  enjoyed  a  complete  mental  relaxa- 
tion, and  we  return  to  our  daily  work  like  a  lion 
refreshed  by  sleep,  and  we  are  able  to  perform  our 
oBual  avocations  with  increased  vigour.  The  hypo- 
chondriac becomes  cheerful,  and  does  not  regard 
life  in  the  same  melancholy  way  as  before,  the  mist 
IB  lifted  from  his  eyes  ;  the  confirmed  asthmatic  and 
bronchitic  individual  is  conscious  of  the  fact  that  he 
ia  enabled  to  breathe  with  more  comfort  and 
freedom.  The  unhappy  sufferer  of  incipient  mental 
disease  will  have  benefited  from  the  change  ;  the 
victim  to  imaginary  ailments  will,  during  the  time 
of  his  angling,  have  had  his  thoughts  absorbed  on 
his  catches,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  dwell  mentally 
on  his  symptoms. 

In  conclusion,  I  trust  these  few  remarks  I  have 
made  this  evening  may  be  the  means  of  inducing 
others  to  recommend  and  follow  out  what  I  have 
been  here  discussing.  Let  those  responsible  for  the 
treatment  of  disease  recognise  that  sometimes  this 
requires  more  subtle  and  gentle  handling  than  we 
read  of  in  our  text-books.  I  know  it  is  against  the 
practice  of  a  good  many  people  to  deviate  from  a 
well-recognised  mode  of  treatment,  and  that  adopted 
by  our  predecessors  has  become  so  deeply  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  many  that  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to 
convince  them  otherwise. 

If  these  few  observations  of  mine  will  cause  others 
to  adopt  the  treatment  I  have  suggested,  I  feel 
satisfied  that  they  will  be  able  to  chronicle  the  same 
good  results  as  I  now  do,  and  I  shall  be  only  too 
thankful  to  the  society  for  having  honoured  me  by 
•eking  me  to  read  a  paper,  and  by  so  attentively 
bstening  to  my  views  on  "  The  Healthy  Influence 
of_Sea-Fiahing  on  the  Mind  and  Body." 


$f'   Stoics  from  if)e  Wovtf^, 

Sir  Dighton  Phobyn  has  been  sampling  the 
Balmoral  waters  with  fair  success.  He  is  the  guest 
of  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  of  Glenmuick. 


On  the  Kincardine  water  Mrs.  Pickering's  keeper 
had  a  beauty  of  26lb.  last  week.  His  was  about  the 
only  fish  got  in  the  mid-reaches  of  that  weight  since 
the  saason  opened. 

Mr.  Tyringham  is  angling  the  Dee  at  Invercauld 
above  Balmoral,  and  landed  a  nice  fish  of  1 1  lb.  on 
April  14.  Captain  Douglas  Pennant  is  having  good 
Bport  on  the  Cairnton  Dee  water.  He  creeled 
seventeen  fish  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday 
of  last  week. 


Grilse  are  now  being  exposed  in  the  Aberdeen 
Market.  One  of  2|lb.,  on  April  14,  brought  3s. 
per  lb.  The  salmon  supply  is  meantime  of  the 
poorest  since  the  season  opened. 

The  March  Brown  is  up  on  the  Don,  and  the  show 
on  Monday  morning  at  the  height  of  the  rainatorm 
was  magnificent. 

Mr.  Asquith,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Sir  Reginald  McLeod  are  at  Grantown  for  a  we  k's 
Balraon  fishing  on  the  Spey.  The  weather  is  bri  ht 
but  cold. 


On  the  Aberdeen  Trout  Anglers'  waters,  as  also 
on  the  Kintore  section,  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  are  being  made  daily. 

Very  little  has  yet  been  dona  on  the  Conon  and 
Beauly  till  lately,  when  Mr.  W.  Fossbury  creeled  a 
Balmon  of  101b.  on  the  former  stream  ;  and  Captain 
the  Hon.  Hugh  Fraser  another  of  11  lb. 

Sheriff  Bobertson,  Aberdeen,  fined  two  labourers 
£5  and  £.3  respectively  for  netting  brown  trout  on  the 
Ury,  a  tributary  of  the  Don.  His  lordship  said  this 
was  the  worst  form  of  poaching  that  came  before 
him,  as  it  was  not  the  well-to-do,  but  the  poor  man's 
•port  they  spoiled. 


Last  week  was  the  best  week  wormers  had  on  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan.  The  cold 
enow  waters  keep  the  fish  down,  and  hence  the  run 
of  luck  to  the  bottom  fisher.    Special  Scotch. 


Fish  Cultxtbe  in  Argentina.  —  Advices  from 
Buonos  Ayres  indicate  that  the  large  confignment 
of  fish  eggs  shipped  by  the  R.M.S.P.  Thames  from 
Southampton  on  Feb.  23  arrived  in  splendid 
condition.  This  speaks  well  for  the  special  arrange- 
ments made  for  their  transport  by  the  Royal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company. 


LOCH  LEVEN  COMPETITIONS 
FOR  190G. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  competitions  on 
Loch  Leven  for  the  season.  There  are  103  fixtures, 
being  six  less  than  last  year. 

April  17  Alloa     Angling  |  June  19  Perthshire 


May 


Club 
18  Perth 
21  PoUokshields 

24  Wanderers 

25  St.  Mungo 

27  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane 

28  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adam 

28  Midlothian 
30  Fifeshire 
2  Waverley 
,,      3  Kinross 
,,      4  Coatbridge 
„      5  St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 
„      5  Edinburgh  Wal- 
ton 

„      7  Dunfermline 
,,      8  Clackmannan 
„      9  Dundee  West- 
end 

„    10  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 

,,    11  Bohemian 

,,    11  Uddingston 
Waltonians 

,,    12  Bohemian 

„    12  PoUokshields 

„    16  Perthshire 

„    18  Wellshot 

„    18  Edinburgh 

Breadalbane 

,,    19  Dundee 

„    21  Falkirk 

„    21  Stirling 

„    23  St.  Mirin 

„    23  Perth 

„    24  Leith  Fly-fishing 
Association 

,,    25  Western 

„    26  Saturday  Ang- 
ling Club 

„    26  Bothwell  and 
Blantyre 

„    28  Glasgow  Clydes- 
dale 

„    28  Edinburgh 
Amateur 

„    29  Rowbank 

,,    29  Wanderers 
June    1  United  Edin- 
burgh Clubs 

„      2  St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 
5  Clackmannan 

„      6  Dundee  West- 
end 

„      7  Kinross 

8  St.  Mungo 
„     9  Midlothian 
„    11  Fifeshire 
,,    12  Waverley 
,,    13  National 
„    14  and  15  West  of 

Scotland 
,,    16  Dundee 
„    18  Kelty  and  Blair- 

adam 
„    18  Stirling 


Aug. 


20  Dvirformline 
„    20  Falkirk 
„    21  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 
„    22  PoUokshields 
„    22  Edinburgh 

Breadalbane 
,,    28  Cockburn 
,,    30  Saturday  Ang- 
ling Club 
July    4  Wanderers 
„    10  Clackmannan 
„    18  Dunfermline 
„    18  Stirling 
25  Kinross 
„    26  Edinburgh 

Breadalbane 
„    27  Cockburn 
„    28  Edinburgh  Wal- 
ton 

2  St.  Mungo 

3  United  Glasgow 

Clubs 
6  Leith  Fly-fishing 
Association 
„      8  Dundee  West- 
end 

,,     9  Alloa  Angling 
Club 

„    10  PoUokshields 
„    11  Wellshot 
,,    11  Uddingston 

Waltonians 
„    13  Kelty  and  Blair- 

adam 
„    13  Fifeshire 
„    14  Edinburgh  St. 

Andrew 
,,    15  Stirling 
,,    15  Perthshire 
,,    16  Coatbridge 
„    16  Clackmannan 
„    17  Rowbank 
„    17  Coatbridge 
,,    18  Dundee 
„    20  Edinburgh 
Amateur 
„    21  Western 
„    22  Glasgow  Clydes- 
dale 

„    22  Perth 
„    23  West   of  Scot- 
land 
„    24  Ditto 
„    24  Wanderers 
,,    25  Bothwell  and 

Blantyre 
„    27  Falkirk 
„    27  Perth  and 

Perthshire 
,,    28  Waverley 
,,    29  Dunfermline 
„    30  Kinross 
,,    31  St.  Mungo 

SPECIAL  COMPETI- 
TIONS 

Sept.    1  Patron's  Prize, 
Kinross  Club 
3  Championship 
R.  B.  Laing. 


THE  WATFORD  PISCATORS. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Watford  Piscators  was 
held  at  the  Maiden  Hotel  on  Friday  evening  (April  6). 
Mr.  Lewis  Evans  was  in  the  chair  ;  and  Mr.  C. 
Herbert  Peacock  occupied  the  vice-chair.  An  3xcel- 
lent  spread  was  placed  on  the  table  by  Host  and 
Hostess  Sowdon,  a  large  number  sitting  down.  After 
dinner  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony,  inter- 
spersed witVi  toasts. 

The  chairman  proposed  "  The  King,  Queen, 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  Rest  of  the 
Royal  Family,"  which  was  received  with  the  singing 
of  the  National  Anthem. 

The  chairman  then  proposed  the  toast  of  "the 
evening,  "  The  Watford  Piscators."  He  annoimced 
that  letters  regretting  inability  to  be  present  had 
been  received  from  the  Rt.  Hon.  T.  F.  Halsey,  the 
Hon.  A.  Holland-Hibbert,  Mr.  R.  M.  Finley,  Mr.  R.  G. 
Robinson,  and  "  Dragnet."  It  was  a  very  pleasant 
matter  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  past  season  had 
been  an  unusually  good  one,  not  only  in  the  quan- 


tity of  fish  caught,  which  to  him  seemed  the  first 
consideration,  but  also  in  the  size  and  quality  of  the 
fish  that  had  been  landed  and  the  weights  that  had 
been  sent  in.  He  supposed  that  must  be  put  down 
to  some  extant  to  the  successful  energy  displayed  by 
the  authorities  of  the  society  in  looking  after  the 
fishing,  and,  no  doubt,  to  the  help  that  had  been 
given  to  them  by  their  neighbours,  such  as  the  Hon. 
A.  Holland-Hibbert,  Mr.  Pierpont  Morgan,  and 
others.  He  had  prepared  some  remarks  dealing 
with  the  unavoidable  absence  through  age  and 
infirmity  of  their  president,  Mr.  Boydell,  Vjut  Mr. 
Boydell  had  come  there  and  upset  the  whole  apple 
cart.  (Laughter.)  He  believed  it  was  one  of  those 
perversions  of  the  truth  which  fishermen  were  said 
to  be  prone  to  when  he  said  he  was  old,  and  he  was 
certain  it  was  not  the  truth  when  he  said  he  was 
infirm.  (Laughter.)  He  was  sure  ho  was  echoing 
the  sentiments  of  all  present  when  he  said  how 
pleased  they  were  to  have  him  there.  Concluding, 
the  chairman  congratulated  the  Watford  Piscators 
on  their  very  successful  season,  and  on  the  health 
of  their  veteran  president,  whom  ho  hoped  would 
preside  over  their  gatherings  for  many  years  to 
come.  He  had  pleasure  in  coupling  with  the  toast 
the  name  of  their  president,  Mr.  Boydell.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell  was  received  with  musical 
honours  on  rising  to  speak.  He  returned  thanka 
for  the  way  his  name  had  been  received,  and  for  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  the  toa^t  had  been  dnmk. 
They  had  had  a  very  good  season,  he  was  happy  to 
say,  and  when  he  told  them  of  some  of  the  fish  they 
had  landed  he  thought  they  would  agree  with  him. 
The  fish  caught  included  two  trout  averaging 
31b.  12oz.  each,  eleven  jack  averaging  61b.,  fifteen 
perch  averaging  1  lb.  4ioz.,  eleven  roach  averaging 
1  lb.  7foz.,  three  chub  averaging  21b.  6oz.,  one 
bream,  41b.  12ioz.,  four  tench,.  21b.  lOoz.,  three 
dace — all  of  them  record  fish,  one  being  1  lb.  6oz., 
and  another  1  lb.  2oz.,  caught  in  July  last — and 
seven  eels  averaging  21b.  lO^oz.  each.  They  would 
thus  see  that  some  excellent  specimen  fish  had  been 
landed.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  only  went  in  for  speci- 
men fish,  and  their  standard  was  quite  as  high  as  the 
Thames,  if  not  a  little  higher.  The  club  had  taken 
some  new  water  lately,  from  the  five  arches  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  down  as  far  as  Bushey  Mill,  so 
there  would  now  be  ample  fishing  for  all  the  members. 
Concluding,  the  president  again  returned  thanks  for 
the  way  the  toast  had  been  received.  (Applause.) 

The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  for  trout, 
pike,  perch,  roach,  chub,  bream,  tench,  dace,  and 
eels. 

The  president,  Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell,  here  annoimced 
that  he  would  present  to  the  club  100  trout. 

Mr.  C.  Herbert  Peacock  proposed  "  The  Chair- 
man," and  said  that  such  a  toast  hardly  needed 
any  words  of  his  to  commend  it  to  them.  Everything 
Mr.  Evans  was  connected  with  flourished,  and  he 
only  regretted  that  he  was  not  among  the  prize- 
winners that  evening.  (Hear,  hear.)  Concluding, 
Mr.  Peacock  presented  to  the  chairman,  "  as  an 
Easter  offering,"  a  small  fishing-rod  and  landing-net. 
Attached  to  the  hook  was  a  large  fish  caught  at 
Buck's,  and  found  to  be  fvill  of  sweets. 

The  chairman,  who  was  accorded  musical  honours, 
said  that  in  spite  of  the  success  he  had  met  with  in 
the  past,  he  hoped  that  all  his  previous  records 
would  be  altogether  beaten  by  the  success  he  would 
meet  with  through  the  handsome  gift  presented  to 
him  that  evening.  He  knew  it  made  the  game 
much  easier  when  one  had  the  fish  already  attached 
to  the  line,  and  when  the  fish  was  dressed  ready  for 
cooking  it  made  it  all  the  more  pleasant.  His 
sporting  instincts  in  the  past  had  been  great  as  far 
as  his  abilities  allowed  him.  He  and  Mr.  Peacock 
had  met  on  the  football  field,  sometimes  as  friends 
and  sometimes  as  foes,  and  he  believed  they  knew 
each  other's  weight  within  a  quarter  of  an  ounce. 
He  was  afraid  his  abilities  would  not  permit  him 
to  take  to  fishing  seriously.  Perhaps  it  was  a  good 
thing  for  the  club  they  would  not,  othernase  the 
prize-list  might  bear  a  totally  different  aspect. 
Concluding,  the  chairman  thanked  those  present 
for  the  way  they  had  received  his  name,  and  said  it 
always  afforded  him  great  pleasure  to  come  to  any 
meeting  of  West  Hertfordshire  men,  especially  when 
they  met  in  his  own  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Watford.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.  A.  Thorpe  gave  "  The  Visitors."  for  whom 
Messrs.  T.  Crumplen,  C.  P.  Ayres,  and  E.  G.  Oddie 
responded. 

Mr.  C.  He  bert  Peacock,  in  proposing  "  The 
Secretary,"  said  they  had  a  most  energetic  officer 
in  Mr.  Spilman.  The  way  he  had  carried  through 
the  arrangements  for  that  gathering  was  proof  of  his 
energy  and  interest  in  the  society.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Spilman,  who  was  accorded  musical  honours, 
replied,  and  said  that  what  he  had  done  for  the 
society  had  been  a  pleasure. 

The  contributors  to  the  musical  programme  in- 
cluded Messrs.  C.  Henry  Peacock,  A.  A.  Judge, 
Bert  Graham,  C.  E.  Taylor,  W.  Biles,  G-  H.  Gray, 
and  Hodgins.  Mr.  S.  H.  Baughen  waa  the  pianist. 
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THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 


Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Brown  Trout.  The 
Gwoedore  River  and  Lough  Anure.  Having  tliis 
year  leased  all  the  lakes  on  Messrs.  Twigge  and 
Peehlea'  Estate  with  trout  up  to  4  llis.,  Anglers 
can  rely  on  good  round  sport,  combined  with 
excellent  Hotel  Accommodation,  and  convenient 
to  Fishing  and  .Station.— Apply  PROPftlETOR, 
The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge,  Co.  Donegal. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  BOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TKOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cnllen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  t3  &s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  tlie 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


EXMOOR  FOREST  HOTEL, 

SIMONSBATH. 

Close  to  River  Bade.  Several  miles 
Trout  Fishing  Free  to  Visitors  staying 
at  the  Hotel.  Electric  light,  bathroom, 
&c.  Moderate  terms.  Station :  South 
Molton.  Telegrams :  "  Hotel,  Simons- 
bath." 

W.  A.  STEER,  Proprietor. 

WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

Old-fashioned  Farniluuise  (daled  iVll).  IJuard  residenre. 
80/-  wt-ekly.  Trout  Fishing  (again  re-stockv-d  witii 
"  Farios  ■'  and  "  Uainliows '■),  '2/tl  ihiily.  or  lU/-  weekly. 
Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via  Hanhury. 

Apply— K.  E.  Cook.. 
Swne  Extracts  from  ViitUorit'  Hook. 

"  Six  brace  of  good  tront,  in  spito  of  cold  east  winds  ; 
water  much  hotter  then  it  looks. " 

"Have  jurtt  finished  my  first,  hut  not  last  visit  to 
Whichford  Mill." 

"  Mr.  aiul  myself  caught  eiglit  hrace  of  trout  on 

Thursday  afternoon.  We  have  left  a  couple  of  two- 
pounders  in  the  stream  below." 

"Second  visit,  antl  more  enjoyable  even  than  the  firbt. 
Plenty  of  gudd  spurt." 

Boa<]?dx  Residence 

IN  miFATM  FAMILl 
Offered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  Eiver  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  River  and  Moor  ;  near  Buokfast- 
leigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  Mrs. 
Owen,  Merryfield,  Buckfastleigh,  I)evon. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manageb, 
ICKLKFOED  Fishery,  Hitchin. 

^Wr  ANTED. 

Three  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing:  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lune ;  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  IJ  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises ;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


Within  easy  reach  of  London. 

For  Particulars  apply,  "F.  H.,"  care 
of  Mr.  J.  GiLLETT,  40,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 

TWO  RODS 

At  Three  Guineas  each  Mod, 

TO  LET, 

On  about  Two  Miles  of  good  Trout  and 
Grayling  Fishing  on  the  River  Arrow, 
at  Monkland,  near  Leominster. 

Apply,  ROBERT  M.  DENT, 

Leominster. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.     Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

i'rice  Lists  on  appUcation, 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming"  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unotiuallod  for  Its  excel- 
lent Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Sea. 

Abounding  In  Whiting',  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  aU  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  A.  RowELL, 

of  Wostham,  Weymouth;  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  RossELL, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KINO. 
President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 


THURSDAY  EVENING,  MAY  3, 1906, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


PARRY'S 

BLEST  PAIR  OF  SIRENS 

AND 

HAYDN'S 

CREATION 

(Parts  I.  and  II.) 

MISS  NANNIE  TOUT. 
MR.    WILLIAM  OREEN. 
MR.  HARRY  DEARTH. 

BAND  AND  CHORUsToNE  THOUSAND. 

Organist :  Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7<.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Boxes,  £1  6(2. 
to  £3  3*.  Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  bis.  ; 
Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  is.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING.  Tickets  at 
Royal  Albert  Hall  and  Ufiual  Agents. 


KING'S  WORTHY,  HANTS. 

2i  Miles  from    City    of   Winchester,  and 
\i  hours'  Bail  from  London. 


SALE  OF  FREEHOLD 
WATER  MEADOWS 

with  Extensive  Fishing:  Rights  in  the 

River  Itcheu,  also  several  picturesque 
CottageSi  easily  adapted  for  Fishing  Cot- 
tages or  Small  Country  Residences. 

ill  the  above  favourite  Village,  which 

Messrs.  .JAITE.S  HARRIS  &  SON  have  been 
favoured  with  instructions  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Northbrook  to  SELL  BY  AUCTION  at 
the  GEORGE  HOTEL,  WINCHESTER,  on 
TUESDAY,  MAY  22nd,  1906,  at  3  o'clock,  in  Lots. 

Particulars,  Plan,  and  Conditions  of  Sale  may 
be  obtained  of  Messrs.  Markby,  Stewart  &  Co., 
Solicitors,  57,  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.C.  ;  of 
Messrs.  Rawlence  &  Squarey,  Land  Agents, 
15,  Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  or  of  the 
Auctioneers,  VVinchester. 

HANTS. 

FURNISHED  RESIDENCE 
AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Xo  be  X^et,  Fuvnisliecl, 

A  charming  old-fashioned  HOUSE,  within  easy 
reach  of  a  station  (L.  and  S.  W.  Ry . ),  and  situate 
in  the  midst  of  nicely  timbered  grounds  :  14 
bed  and  dressing  rooms,  bath  room,  three 
reception  rooms,  and  amjjle  domestic  accommo- 
dation ;  good  stabling,  gardener's  cottage,  &c.  ; 
excellent  trout  fishing  and  mixed  shooting. 
Exceptional  opportunity.  —  Messrs.  FARE- 
BROTHER,  ELLIS  and  Co.,  Land  Agents  and 
Surveyors,  29,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 


EXCELLENT 

TROUT  PISHING 

Ilf  SKTE, 

For  June,  'with  comfortable  Lodge  and 
Sea  Fishing ;  or 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

ly  CAITHNESS, 

For  July,  with  good  Lodge,  low  rents, — 
"  D,"  2,  Sunnyside,  Liverpool, 


No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.25  each. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


With  more  or  less  frequency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  Chisel, 
or  Screw  Driver,  and  this  outfit  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  being  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocket 
Book,  ii  X  3i  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carrying 
it  in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  for 
immediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office,  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile ;  on 
the  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  around  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  firmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  in  a  second. 

Sent  post  free  for  money  order  for  lOs.  to  any 
addressin  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

U.J.  ULERY,  9w,  Warren  St.,  New  York  City 

FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  RicHAKD  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Kly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years,    pju^g;  i^jsTS  FREE.  

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

With  a  Frontispiece.    Small  Demy  8vo. 
IO/6  net. 

sMnty 
years'  fishing. 

BY 

CHARLES  G.  BARRINGTON,  C.B. 

formerly  Aesistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 


London : 

SMITH  ELDER  &  CO.,  15,  Waterloo  Place. 

IVr.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tacitle  Maiter  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach     ...      1«.  6d.  1      Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2«.  ad.  (   'WTiite  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      is.  6d.  I  Green 
Salmon   ...      4s.  6d.  ;        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals :  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


To  be  Sold  or  Let, 


Small  Freehold  Estate 

ON   WJE:r.SH  DEE. 

About  1  Mile  of  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Coarse  Fishing ;  also  Shooting.  Ten- 
roomed  Furnished  Villa,  Stabling  and 
Boating.  For  any  further  particulars 
apply— 

THEAKER,  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

NOTTINOHAM. 


CI- jEi  sr  rr  X.  XI 8 . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEiiaOILL,  44,  Market  Place,  KeighJey, 
York. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  In  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s. 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  (lowen 

— having  no  ecjual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Material*  post  free  on  appU. 
catioD. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT  7 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Folio; 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseasen  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  MedietU  Bxa/mination.  required. 


Write  for  Prospectm  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  HOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 

THB  CASUALTY  INSURAHCE  COMPANT,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
hy  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hii  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  ?ritbin 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  mora 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  la  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  HOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  COMPANr,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FOR  SAXLiES. 


REAL  DARGAIHS. 


First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  WORCESTER. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  EVESHAM. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER. 
For  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  Jaubs 

Aston,  Accountant,  6,  Millsboro  Road,  Redditch. 
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letters  to  the  Ebitor^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


SIX-FEET  STRANDS   OF  GUT. 
Dear  Sir. — In  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  March  24  I 
I  note  a  letter,  signed  "  Glanrhos,"  part  of  which 
I  refers  to  the  above  matter.  The  author  of  this  letter 
states  his  view  of  this  subject  thus  : — "  I  think 
the  '  gut '  spoken  of  by  the  American  Field,  and 
referred  to  in  your  issue  of  March  17,  cannot  have 
been  true  silkworm  gut  at  all,  but  a  kind  of  gut 
which  I  was  told  was  mads  from  a  China  weed,  and 
which  I  have  seen  largely  used  all  along  the  Ceylon 
coast,"  etc.  I  do  not  know,  of  course,  what  kind  of 
vegetable  fibre  "  Glanrhos  "  speaks  of,  but  in  this 
country  a  yellowish,  opaque  fibre,  of  considerable 
strength  when  wet,  has  been  used  instead  of  gut, 
ji  on  and  off,  by  a  good  manj'  anglers.    It  goes  here 
1  under  the  name  of  "  cocoa-palm  fibre  "  ;  whether 
it  is  connected  with  the  latter  or  not  I  do  not  know, 
I  but  find  that  it  bears  a  considerable  resemblance  to 
I  '■  Manilla  hemp."  Anyway,  whether  it  be  the  latter 
I  or  the  former,  its  vegetable  origin  can  be  ascertained 
I  at  once  by  anyone  desirous  of  ascertaining  it.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  to  singe  the  end  of  such  a  fibre 
in  the  flame  of  a  candle  or  a  match,  when  the 
appearance  and  the  smell  of  the  burnt  part  will 
clearly  and  irrecusably  proclaim  its  vegetal  or  its 
;  animal  origin. 

As  to  "  true  gut  "  reaching  the  length  of  6ft.  and 
more,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  my  personal 
opinion  either  in  the  affirmative  or  in  the  negative ; 
but  we  have  Mr.  H.  P.  Wells'  excellent  book  on 
"  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle  "  as  a  work  of  reference 
to  consult  on  this  subject.  On  pages  57  to  67  of  this 
work  we  find  the  author's  interesting  correspondence 
with  the  late  Dr.  Theodatus  Garlick,  of  Bedford, 
Ohio,  and  with  Dr.  Sterling.  Dr.  Garlick  states  that 
he  has  obtained  from  the  worm  of  the  Attacua 
cecropia  gut  "  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  and  strong 
enough  to  hold  a  salmon "  ;  the  characteristic 
which  Mr.  Wells  gives  of  him  precludes  all  possi- 
bility— at  least,  for  me— to  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  as  to  the  strictest  accuracy  of  his  statements, 
and  there  is  nothing  left  but  to  try  and  find  an 
answer  to  the  question,  "  How  could  Dr.  Garlick 
possibly  obtain  strands  of  gut  of  such  brobding- 
nagian  dimensions  ?  " 

An  attentive  study  of  the  details  giv-en  on 
pages  57-67  of  above  quoted  work  gives  sufficient 
material  towards  the  solution  of  the  problem : — 

(1)  The  worm  of  the  Attacua  cecropia,  according  to 
the  statement  of  Dr.  Sterling,  of  Cleveland,  attains 
dimensions  considerably  beyond  those  of  other  silk- 
worms : — "  The  ordinary  silkworm  (B.  mori)  is  large 
if  three  inches  long  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  "  ;  while  Dr.  Sterling  says,  "  I  have  seen 
it  (the  Cecropia)  over  four  inches  long,  and  as  thick 
as  a  working-man's  thumb  "  (op.  cit.,  p.  61).  This 
"  exaggerated  "  size  points  clearly  to  the  quantity 
of  silk  secreted  within  the  worm. 

(2)  The  description  of  Dr.  Garlick's  process  shows 
clearly  that,  instead  of  getting  one  strand  of  gut 
from  one  silk-sac,  he  r/eta  one  strand  only  from  both 
tilk-aaca.  This  is  of  itself  quite  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  great  length  of  the  strands  obtained  by  him. 
''  When  the  worm  begins  to  spin  his  cocoon  is  the 
right  time  to  draw  the  silk  gut.  This  is  done  by 
pinning  the  worm  on  a  board  and  cutting  the  body 
of  the  worm  off,  far  enotigh  back  from  the  head  to 
CMt  a  little  off  the  two  ailk-aaca  that  contain  the 
fluid  ailk,  which  in  consistency  looks  like  the  white 
of  a  hen's  egg.  Into  this  fluid  ailk  I  dip  a  largish 
pin,  drawing  it  moie  or  leas  alowly  until  the  ailk  ia 
exhausted  in  the  aaca  ;  then  with  another  pin  I 
fasten  the  laat  end  of  the  gut  to  the  board."  "  The 
fluid  silk  hardens  immediately  as  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  air.  The  size  of  the  gut  will  depend  entirely 
on  the  rapidity  with  which  the  gut  is  drawn  ;  the 
faster  it  is  drawn  the  smaller  will  be  the  gut."  "  I 
have  drawn  this  gut  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  and 
strong  enough  to  hold  a  salmon  "  (op.  cit.,  p.  59). 

"  I  do  nothing  to  the  worm  previous  to  drawing 
the  gut,  except  to  pin  it  to  a  long  board  in  order 
to  prevent  it  from  scjuirming  ;  pin  it  at  both  ends. 
I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  at  what  apot  or  point  to 
cut  the  worm  in  order  to  cut  the  ailk-aaca  at  the 
beat  point,  and  would  advise  you  to  make  a  careful 
dissection — a  vivisection — of  the  worm,  in  order 
to  find  the  best  point  to  cut  the  silk-sacs,  which 
should  not  be  where  the  aaca  are  the  largest,  but 
sufficiently  large  to  allow  a  sufficient  flov)  of  the 
fluid  ailk  to  make  the  gut  of  the  right  size  "  (op.  cit., 
p.  60). 

"  I  never  place  the  worm  in  vinegar  prior  to 
drawing  the  gut ;  I  should  as  soon  think  of  placing 
it  in  concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  I  follow  Nature 
aa  near  as  possible,  and  draw  the  gut  from  the 
living  worm."    (Ibid.,  p.  61.) 

I'  I  have  been  trying  to  guess  why  it  is  that  some 


have  failed  to  draw  good  gut  from  the  A.  cecropia. 
It  has  occurred  to  my  mind  that  possibly  they  may 
have  divided  the  worm  too  far  back  from  the  head, 
thus  dividing  the  ailk-aaca  at  a  point  where  they 
are  too  large  to  allow  the  fluid  ailk  to  flow  just  fast 
enough  to  make  the  gut  of  the  right  aize,  also  uniform 
in  aize.  You  are  probably  aware  that  if  the  spin- 
nerets of  the  worm  were  larger  than  what  thoy  are, 
the  fibre  of  the  cocoon  would  be  very  much  larger 
than  what  it  is.  It  has  also  occurred  to  me  that 
dividing  the  worm  too  far  back,  the  fluid  ailk  may 
have  been  mixed  with  other  fluids  of  the  worm,  thus 
impairing  the  atrength  of  the  gut.'^ 

I  have  italicised  those  sentences  which  refer  to 
the  most  important  details  of  Dr.  Garlick's  process. 
To  me  it  appears  to  be  founded  on  sound,  scientific 
principles  ;  but  I  do  not  expect  that  it  could  be 
applied  to  the  manufacture  of  gut  on  a  commercial 
basis. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  not  practical  knowledge 
of  the  manufacture  of  silkworm-gut,  but  from  what 
I  have  been  able  to  learn  concerning  it  from  descrip- 
tions of  the  silkworm-breeding  industry,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  gut  is,  generally, 
obtained  as  a  by-product,  very  convenient  for 
utilising  worms  which,  from  one  cause  or  another, 
are  unable  to  spin  their  cocoons.  It  appears  that 
silkworms,  when  reaching  the  stage  of  ripeness, 
which  results  in  their  starting  to  spin  their  cocoons, 
become  exceedingly  delicate,  and  are  liable  to 
"  turn  "  at  the  slightest  provocation,  a  thunder- 
storm killing  them  off  wholesale.  And  it  would 
appear  that  the  bulk  of  worms  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  gut,  in  certain  localities  at  least,  belongs 
to  this  category. 

Now.  if  this  really  be  the  case,  there  is  nothing 
astonishing  about  the  well-known  fact  that  some- 
times gut,  though  looking  first-class,  is  very  far  from 
being  first-class.  And  it  stands  to  reason  that  gut 
obtained  vmder  "  natural  "  conditions,  from  a  ripe, 
living  and  healthy  worm,  ought  to  be  of  better 
quality  than  gut  obtained  from  dead  worms.  Besides, 
gut  obtained  by  Dr.  Garlick's  process  ought  to  be 
perfectly  free  from  any  outer  coating  or  film,  there- 
fore perfectly  clear  and  transparent,  not  needing 
any  further  treatment  in  the  way  of  bleaching,  etc. 

There  is  plenty  of  the  "  speculative  "  element 
about  the  above  I  admit  ;  and  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood quite  distinctly  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  give 
anything  beyond  a  series  of  aurmises.  I  wish  I  could 
offer  something  more  definite  and  positive. — Yours 
truly,  PAtrii  'Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  March  27. 


"  SEA  ANGLING,  OR  THE  USE  OF  THE 
ANGLING  ROD  IN  SALT  WATER." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  an  article  in  your 
issue  of  17th  March  under  the  above  heading.  The 
subject  has,  at  any  rate,  a  sort  of  antiquarian 
interest,  but  unfortunately  in  referring  to  a  book 
("  The  Gentleman  Angler,"  A.  Bettesworth,  The 
Red  Lyon,  Paternoster  Row,  M.D.CCXXVI.)  which 
is  supposed  to  give  the  information,  the  writer  of  the 
article  has  omitted  the  particvxlar  quotation  which 
his  text  leads  up  to,  and  which  he  says  is  "  the  most 
ancient  testimony  in  print  on  sea  angling  (by  which 
I  mean  "  [he  says]  "  the  vise  of  the  rod  in  salt  water) 
that  I  have  been  able  to  discover  in  the  British 
seas."    (Query,  in  British  books  ?)  . 

Will  your  correspondent  be  so  obliging  as  tofgive 
the  actual  quotation  to  which  he  refers  from  the 
book  in  question  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  subject  and  have  not  the  means  of 
referring  to  the  original  work  ? — Yours  faithfully, 
H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

fl  hope  to  be  able  to  find  my  copy  of  "The 
Gentleman  Angler,"  and  give  the  extract  Mr. 
Pennell  wants. — Ed.] 


"A  FISHING  CATECHISM." 
Dear  Sir, — The  sentence  in  "  The  Fishing  Cate- 
chism "  that  when  a  fish  jumps  "  the  rod  should 
be  instantly  lowered  "  (vide  p.  28  and  p.  102)  has 
given  rise  to  some  comment,  and  I  fear  tliat  through 
rather  careless  wording  the  meaning  I  wislied  to 
convey  has  become  obscured.  It  was  intended  to 
state  that  if  the  line  is  taut  when  a  fish  falls  back 
after  jumping,  the  jerk  caused  by  its  weight  is  very 
likely  to  break  the  gut,  or  at  least  to  tear  the  hook 
from  its  hold.  It  was  never  intended  to  suggest 
that  the  fish  should  actually  "  fall  on  a  tight  line." 
which  would  seem  almost  impossible,  though  this 
colloquialism  is  sometimes  heard  amongst  anglers, 
when  speaking  of  this  danger  of  losing  a  fish.  I 
regret  the  necessity  of  having  to  make  this  cor- 
rection.— Yours  truly, 

R.  F.  Meysey-Thompson  (Colonel). 

"  PIKE  FISHING— FACTS  AND  FANCIES." 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  A.  Hobson  seems  to  jump  at 
conclusions  ;  his  remark  that  Slapton  Ley  has  no 


close  time  is  an  error,  and  may  cause  some  incofi- 
vonionce.  The  Ley  is  still  closed  for  a  certain  season, 
and  has  been  since  the  late  Sir  Lidstone  came  into  the 
property— it  is  for  the  non-disturbance  of  the  wild- 
fowl. It  is  Vickory's  Torcross  Ley  that  is  open  all 
the  year  round. — Yours  truly.       The  Old  'Un. 


"  PIKE  FISHING— FACTS  AND  FANCIES." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  understand 
what  is  the  exact  point  raised  in  the  correspondence 
alludedlto  by  Mr.  A.  Hobson  in  his  letter  of  the 
7th  inst.  under  the  above  heading,  and  regret 
therefore  that  I  am  not  able  to  throw,  personally, 
the  light  upon  the  suljjoct  which  he  anticipates. 

The  quotation  from  the  "  Badminton  Library  " 
made  by  Mr.  Hobson  is,  however,  perfectly  accurate, 
and  is  also,  of  course,  an  accurate  copy  from  the 
Visitors'  Book  at  the  Slapton  Ley  Hotel  of  8  Oct., 
1862.  I  see  I  made  the  reference  in  order  to  illus- 
trate the  largo  percentage  of  losses  that  took  place 
with  the  old-fashioned  form  of  many-triangled 
spinning  flights  ;  but  if  it  has  been  quoted  as  describ- 
ing an  actual  day's  catch  of  pike  by  one  rod,  it  would 
seem  more  probable  that  the  entry  summarised  the 
results  of  a  visit,  long  or  short,  during  which  the 
writer  had  been  fishing  the  Ley.  Anyhow  Mr. 
Arthur  Hobson's  quotation  is  perfectly  accurate. — 
Yours  faithfully,    H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


STICKY  WATERPROOFED  LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  once  had  the  same  trouble  with  a 
salmon  tapered  reel-line  that  "  E.  P.  G."  complains 
of,  and  think  he  may  be  quite  satisfied  with  my 
treatment.  It  was  very  heavily  dressed,  and  after 
running  it  out  on  the  lawn  in  hot  sunlight,  I  rubbed 
it  well  with  a  cloth,  as  one  would  use  cobbler's  wax 
on  a  stout  wrapping.  This  brought  off  the  dressing, 
and  made  the  line  much  lighter  and  clean.  I  then 
heelballed  it  well  with  white  heelball  from  the  shoe- 
maker's (cost  Id  ).  It  now  suits  a  17ft.  split  cane 
splendidly.  "  Glanrhos  "  taught  me  to  dress  salmon 
tapers  with  artist's  oil  paints,  rubbing  it  on  with  a 
cloth,  as  if  waxing  it,  but  hitherto  with  the  afore- 
mentioned line,  I  have  had  no  need  to  do  this  as  it 
is  heavy  enough.  The  heelballing  takes  quite  a  little 
time  to  do. 

I  heartily  endorse  your  remarks  about  soaking 
gut  too  long.  If  fifteen  minutes  in  tepid  water  will 
not  do  the  trick,  I  should  discard  the  gut.  A  few 
minvites  out  of  the  water  now  and  then  during 
fishing,  I  always  think  gives  it  a  bit  more  bone. — 
Youre  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 


WATERPROOFED  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  a  correspondent 
"  E.  P.  G.,"  has  been  troubled  with  a  line,  "  that 
seemed  to  have  been  properly  dressed,"  turning 
sticky.  Nearly  two  years  ago  I  had  exactly  the 
same  experience  with  a  line  that  had  been  dressed 
with  pure  linseed  oil  under  the  air-pump.  That  line 
became  hard,  while  the  surface  of  it  was  so  sticky 
that  spinning  was  impossible.  I  put  a  little  "  Gis- 
hurstine  "  on  a  bit  of  rag,  and  ran  the  line  through 
it.  The  line  has  caused  me  no  trouble  since.  It  is 
soft  and  clean,  and  has  never  had  another  dressing. 
It  makes  the  line  float,  so  that  in  trolling  it  can  be 
seen  for  many  yards  floating  behind  the  boat  on 
the  surface  of  the  water  when  the  day  is  still. 
Curiously  enough,  this  seemed  to  scare  fish  on  Loch 
Lubnaig.  and  on  a  dull  and  windy  day.  I  was 
trolling  with  a  friend  who  used  an  undressed  linen 
line.  We  had  minnows  of  the  same  size,  and  used 
the  same  spinner.  I  used  a  longer  line,  a  shorter 
line,  more  lead,  and  less  lead  ;  but  I  could  not  get 
as  many  trout.  He  had  three  times  as  many  as  I  ; 
yet  the  previous  day  on  Loch  Vennaclier,  with 
bright  svinshine  and  a  dead  calm  prevailing,  the 
balance  was,  if  anything,  in  my  favour. 

I  have  found  the  floating  line  a  great  advantage 
when  trolling  and  spinning  in  very  shallow  water  ; 
but  I  cannot  imderstand  my  experience  on  Loch 
Lubnaig,  unless  the  light  colour  of  the  oil-dressed 
line  showed  up  against  the  dark  clouds.  Mr.  Geen, 
if  1  remember  rightly,  perfers  a  dark  blue  line. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  very  experienced 
fisherman  that  if  gut  be  rublaed  ^v-ith  cobbler's  wax 
it  will  not  fray  and  requires  no  stain.  This  has,  I 
believe,  been  thoroughly  proved.  I  hope  to  try  the 
trick  with  fine  drawn  gut.  If  successful  with  drawn 
gut.  it  should  be  very  useful  indeed. 

While  referring  to  gut,  I  may  saj'  that  I  have 
found  the  old  "  Silex  "  reel  perfection  for  fly-fishing 
with  fine  gut.  This  I  attribute  to  two  things — the 
smooth  check  and  the  balance  handle.  It  does  not 
tend  in  the  least  to  overrun  in  striking,  and  it  runs 
so  smoothly  that  no  vibration  is  brought  to  bear  on 
the  cast.  The  result  is  that  a  fine  cast,  even  when 
much  frayed,  stands  wonderfully.  I  wonder  that 
none  of  the  reel-makers  seem  to  have  taken  your 
admirable  hint  and  balanced  the  revolving  plate  of 
their    ordinary    fly-fishing    reels.    Even  Messrs. 
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Hardy  Brothers  have  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
applied  this  to  their  "Perfect"  reel.  Their  own 
prodiiet.the  "Silex,"  should  show  them  how  sensible 
it  would  be  to  take  away  all  vibration  ;  wliiie  Mr 
Malloch,  who  refers  to  the  "  unpleasant  and  un 
reliable  one-sided  brake,"  in  describing  his  new 
brake  reel,  does  not  seem  to  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  remove  a  conspicuous  cause  of  vibration  in  any 
of  the  reels  he  makes.  Permit  me,  with  all  kind- 
liness and  consideration,  to  draw  their  attention  to 
this  matter. — Yours  truly,  R.  L. 


THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — I  took  up  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  7,  and  was  interested  to  see  in  it  letters  from 
various  correspondents  referring  to  the  Teifi.  As  I 
have  fished  this  river  regularly  for  some  years  I 
will  give  you  my  experience  as  to  its  value  as  a 
salmon  river.  I  should  say  without  hesitation  that 
the  river  is  a  late  one,  and  that  the  chance  of 
catching  a  fresh-run  fish  in  the  spring  is  an  extremely 
remote  one.  In  fact,  I  doubt  if  many  of  the  owners 
of  fisheries  on  the  river  trouble  to  fish  it  regularly 
for  salmon  before  June.  September  and  October 
are  the  best  months,  when,  if  there  is  sufficient 
water,  there  is  always  a  good  number  of  fish  up. 

That  a  number  of  kelts  are  caught  on  their  way  to 
the  sea  during  March  I  have  little  doubt.  I  was 
talking  this  morning  with  a  keeper  who  has  lived  on 
the  river  for  many  years,  and  who  has  seen  many 
of  these  fish  caught,  and  he  acknowledged  at  once 
that  the  fisli  usually  caught  at  this  time  are  kelts, 
though  their  condition  is  not  bad.  I  wonder  how 
many  of  them  have  sea  lice  on  them  ?  My  experience 
of  autumn  fish  caught  in  the  Teifi  is  that  they 
almost  invariably  have  sea  lice  on  them,  and  it  would 
be  interesting  to  know  what  the  experience  of  those 
who  catch  the  spring  fidh  is. 

The  excuse  for  retaining  them  usually  is  that  if 
put  back  into  the  river  they  will  only  be  captured 
by  the  coracle  nets  at  Cenarth.  No  doubt,  an  occa- 
sional fresh  fish  is  caught  in  the  spring,  but  I  should 
say  the  number  is  very  small,  and  I  cannot  believe 
it  is  worth  a  man's  while  to  take  out  a  salmon 
licence  for  spring  fishing  unless  he  is  prepared  to 
take  both  kelts  and  fresh  fish. 

I  do  not  know  the  Llandyssil  fishing,  but  from 
the  reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  river  there 
yields  better  fishing  than  the  parts  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  unless  the  reports  are  unduly  optimistic. 
1  believe  a  valuable  addition  could  be  made  to  this 
discussion  if  the  records  of  salmon  fishermen  resident 
on  the  Teifi  (other  than  those  interested  in  hotel 
waters)  could  be  obtained. 

There  used  to  be  an  excellent  fisherman,  who  was 
station-master  for  a  time  at  Maesycrugiau,  and 
afterwards  at  Llanybyther,  who  has  fished  the  river 
for  salmon  for  several  years.  If  the  records  of  his 
fishing  could  be  obtained,  I  believe  it  would  be  con- 
clusivejy  proved  that  the  Teifi  is  a  late  river,  and 
that  it  is  of  little  use  to  fish  for  fresh-run  fish  earlier 
than  June. — Yours  truly,  Autumn. 

April  10. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  TEIFI. 

Deab  Sir, — One  of  your  correspondents  severely 
criticises  the  salmon  fishing  on  the  Teifi.  My 
brother  and  myself  spent  the  fir.st  two  weeks  in 
March  fishing  five  miles  of  water  belonging  to  the 
Perth  Hotel,  Llandyssil.  During  this  time  only 
two  fresh  fish  were  caught  ;  several  kelts,  however, 
were  landed,  but  put  back.  Both  gillies  and  water- 
bailiffs  are  most  particular  about  this,  and  everyone 
I  met  with  knew  the  difference  between  kelts  and 
fresh  fish.  The  river,  in  the  middle  of  March,  was 
in  splendid  order  after  a  week  of  floods  and  two  wet 
Sundays,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  fresh  fish 
should  not  be  caught. 

As  your  correspondent  states  in  his  letter,  the 
stream  is  a  late  one,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
spring  fish  are  to  be  caught  there,  two  of  which  I 
saw— one  of  14lb.  and  the  other  of  16lb.  I  may  add 
that  Mr.  Smith,  the  proprietor  of  the  Forth  Hotel, 
Llandyssil,  is  too  much  of  a  sportsman  to  allow  his 
customers  to  bring  any  kelts  or  unclean  fish  into  his 
hotel. — Yours  truly,  N.  R. 

RE  PERFECTION  TANKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Recently  you  gave  an  illustration  of 
these  tanks,  and  also  of  some  oval  barrels  used  by 
Herr  Jafffi. 

Herr  Jaffe  alludes  to  the  Perfection  tank,  but,  so 
far  as  T  know,  he  has  not  seen  one  of  mine,  except 
as  an  illustration  in  the  papers,  which  fails  to  give 
the  ingenious  arrangement  of  the  lid,  which  prevents 
the  loss  of  any  water  in  transit.  This  idea  is 
absolutely  my  own,  and  I  had  acted  upon  it  long 
before  many  of  the  modern  fisheries  had  been 
established.  Certain  fisheries,  which  shall  be  name- 
less, have  done  me  the  honour  to  copy,  or  shall  I 
say  steal,  the  idea  without  a  word  of  acknowledg- 


ment.  When  I  began  trout  culture  in  1880  there 
were  only  four  other  fisheries  in  e.xistenco — namely, 
Foot's  Cray  (Mr.  Capel's),  Solway  Fishery,  Howie- 
toun,  and  Mes  rs.  Andrews.  The  Solway  Fishery 
claims  to  be  the  oldest,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  if 
the  honour  belongs  to  it  or  to  Mr.  Capel.  I  got 
the  firjt  tro\it  fry  I  ever  had  from  Mr.  Capel  some- 
where in  tlie  sixties,  I  think.  There  are  now,  I 
believe,  quite  fifty  fisheries  worked  on  a  commercial 
basis,  and  twenty-five  of  them  are  using  the  Perfec- 
tion tanks,  and  I  send  a  good  many  to  private 
hatcheries  and  clubs.  I  say  it  without  the  least 
hesitation  that  they  are  the  best  carriers  extant  for 
general  use.  I  used  the  wooden  barrels  twenty-five 
years  ago  for  transferrmg  large  pike,  carp,  etc.,  and 
found  them  very  useful  for  that  purpose,  but  I  gave 
thorn  up  long  ago  for  trout,  etc.  They  are  too 
cumbersome  for  everyday  use,  and  there  is  far  too 
m\ich  agitation  for  fry.  The  Scotch  conicals  and 
gla.ss  carboys  are  very  good  for  fry,  but  the  latter 
are  so  apt  to  get  broken. 

As  an  instance  of  what  the  Perfection  tanks  will 
do,  I  sent  1000  two-year-old  Levens  and  rainbows 
from  Oin.  to  12in.  long  in  thirty-seven  of  these  tanks 
in  March  last,  and  they  arrived  safely  with  not  one 
dead  or  even  sickly,  and  my  total  loss  of  fish  for  the 
last  season  has  been  less  than  1  per  cent.  The  total 
loss  in  money  value  has  been  less  than  £2,  and  this 
followed  from  no  defect  in  the  tanks,  but  hy  delays 
en  route. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  tanks  by 
the  use  of  stouter  metal  bottoms  to  save  riveting 
cross-bands,  which  soon  get  out  of  order,  and  the 
nocks  are  now  tapered  to  make  the  lids  inter- 
changeable. The  only  thing  to  complain  of  is  the 
damage  they  receive  in  transit  from  those  de  nons 
of  destruction — the  railway  porters.  The  prices  of 
material  and  labour  have  gone  up  a  little  of  late,  but 
I  am  still  prepared  to  supply  them  at  22s.  each, 
carriage  paid. — Yours  truly,  T.  Ford. 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lines. 


NETS  ON  THE  WYE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  property  in  question,  which  is 
siHiated  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye,  above  Ross,  in 
Herefordshire,  has  been  in  the  hands  of  its  present 
owners  and  their  ancestors  for  several  generations. 
Apparently  for  some  years,  probably  over  forty, 
certain  persons  have  acquired  the  right  to  net  the 
pools  on  this  part  of  the  river  from  the  former  pro- 
prietor of  the  land.  These  persons  claim  that 
having  had  this  uninterrupted  right  for  so  many 
years,  it  is  equivalent  to  ownership  of  these  said 
rights  ;  and,  further,  that  they  can  prevent  the 
proprietor  and  his  friends  from  fishing  with  rod  and 
line.    No  rent  is  paid  by  these  persons  for  netting. 

I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  correspondents 
who  have  been  in  a  similar  position,  or  who  know 
of  any  like  precedent,  would  advise  me  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  procedure.  Also  whether  a  verbal  or 
written  permission  is  necessary  for  them  to  establish 
their  right  ;  and  whether  it  is  the  case  that  unin- 
terrupted right  for  a  period  of  so  many  years  is 
equivalent  to  ownership,  as  in  the  case  of  footnaths  ? 
— Yours  truly,  N.  R. 


TO  CLEAR  A  DAM  OF  WEEDS. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  the  best  way  and  time  for  clearing 
a  dam  of  weeds  1  The  dam  is  at  Marchington,  near 
Uttoxeter,  and  is  about  150  yards  by  25  yards.  Is 
there  anyone  in  that  neighbourhood  who  could 
undertake  it  ? — Yours  truly,       R.  A.  Hollins. 

TO  DESTROY  WEEDS  IN  A  LAKE. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  suggest  a  remedy  for  confervse,  which  at 
present  renders  a  small  lake  which  we  have  here 
stocked  with  rainbow  trout  quite  imfishable  ? 
Would  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents  hi  kind 
enough  to  help  us  as  to  removing  the  growth  ? 
— Yours  truly,  Christopher  Drayton. 


"  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  OF  IRELAND." 

Dear  Sir. — With  reference  to  the  letter  of  your 
correspondent,  Mr.  Alfred  Wright,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  14,  he  will  find  good  sea  and  brown 
trout  fishing  from  the  Zetland  Arms  Hotel,  Cashel, 
Connemara,  co.  Galway.  Some  salmon  are  to  bo 
had  in  the  river,  but  the  lakes  in  connection  with 
the  hotel  are  best.  There  is  also  good  sea  fishing. 
Ther?  is  grouse,  etc.,  shooting  in  connection  with 
hotel  from  Aug.  12.  Fine  wild  Connemara  scenery, 
excellent  hotel,  etc.,  and  the  proprietor,  J.  J. 
O'Loghlen,  is  a  prince  of  hosts. — Yours  truly, 

J.  McCoRRY. 


"  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  OF  IRELAND." 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Alfred  Wright  could  not  do 
better  than  go  to  Zetland  Arms,  Cashel,  Connemara 


Two  of  ua  old  sportsmen  were  there  for  two  week 
in  February  last,  and  thought  it  an  ideal  place  j 
July  and  August  for  brown  and  white  trout.'^ 
Yours  truly,  C.  J.  H. 

DROPPING  THE  ROD-POINT  WHEN 
FISH  JUMPS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  followed  the  correspondonci 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  with  much  interest,  and 
thought  my  experience  with   jumping  fish  would 
interest  your  readers.    In  my  first  two  or  tlin  o 
years  of  trout  fishing  I  always  dropped  rod-jxmit 
to  a  jumping  fish,  and  so  lost  many,  and  kept  on 
doing  so  till  I  hit  on  a  better  plan,  and  mie 
which  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  being  d. 
My  I'eel  is  an  ordinary  optional  check,   on    t  ho 
heavy  side:  to  this  I  have  added  a  brake  worked  by 
a  small  thumb-lever ;  the  drum  for  brake  to  work 
on  is  of  hard  fibre,  and  mounted  on  the  spindle. 
Of  course,  the  brake  drum  is  on  outside  of  the  i.  i'l. 
With  this  rig  and  a  jumping  fish  there  is  no  nec-d  to 
drop  point,  and  the  line  is  kept  taut,  the  pressur 
on  brake  being  easily  taken  off  or  put  on.    I  ha\( 
found  it  best  to  keep  the  slightest  pressure  on,  evi 
if  fish  is  very  wild.    I  have  caught  two  salmon  wit 
this  rig — one  in  the  Severn  (Monts.)  and  one  in  th< 
Ithon  (Radnorshire).    Their  weights  were  91b.  aa 
101b.  respectively.    We  have  salmon  in  the  rivei 
in  this  district,  but  no  one  seems  to  catch  then 
except  the  netsmen.    So  far  five  have  been  caught 
the  best  281b.    The  last  fish  was  caught  on  Fridaj 
(March  23).    I  have  not  the  weight,  but  hoar  i 
was  a  fine  one.  The  men  tell  me  they  have  not  beei 
out  many  times,  and  that  there  are  a  lot  of  fisl 
about,    if  anv  of  your  readers  would  like  to  tr; 
their  luck  with  the  rod,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  ge 
them  permission. — Yours  truly, 

Jack  Whitfield 




TROUT  FISHING  AT  THE  END  OF  MAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  want  to  have  a  week's  trout  fisliing 
at  the  end  of  May.  Could  any  of  your  readors 
advise  me  through  your  valuable  paper  wher  -  I 
could  get  a  nice  quiet  spot,  not  further  from  London 
than,  say,  the  Hampshire  streams,  with  cheap 
farmhouse  or  inn  accommodation  ?  and  oblige; — 
Yours  truly,  P.  G.  Austum. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  of  any  trout  fishing,  preferably  in 
Cornwall,  together  with  some  acres  of  rough  shooting 
and  furnished  house  ?  and  oblige. — Yours  trulv. 

W.  C.  M. 


CHUB  IN  A  TROUT  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  a  leisure  day  recently,  I 
read  back  old  numbers  of  the  Gazette,  and  in  number 
1430,  Sept.  17,  1904,  I  read  a  correspondent  was 
asking  you  for  information  to  catch  chub  that  had 
got  into  trout  stream.  I  am  in  the  same  difficulty. 
My  friend  put  one  hundred  small  trout  into  bac  k- 
water — we  had  never  seen  any  chub  there.  Wb 
went  and  tried  last  week  to  catch  one  and  see  how 
they  were  progressing,  when,  to  our  surprise,  w^ 
caught  a  chub  about  1  lb.  ;  tried  again,  anothei 
until  we  caught  five.  Some  two  years  ago  ou 
boys  caught  some  roach  they  said  in  the  river  am 
turned  them  in  the  stream,  and  most  likely  they 
were  chub.  I  do  not  see  how  else  they  could  have 
got  there,  for  it  is  a  long  way  from  the  river.  How- 
ever, we  cannot  find  any  trout.  If  any  of  your 
readers  can  help  us  out  of  the  difficulty  we  shall 
be  thankful  to  you.  My  friend's  place  is  close  to 
Penshurst,  in  Kent. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Bennett. 


i 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  REDDITCH. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readert^j 
inform  me  where  I  could  get  some  free  trout  fishing 
(or  fee)  around  Redditch,  in  the  county  of  Worceste^ 
shire  ?  I  am  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper,  an^ 
would  be  much  obliged  for  any  information.—^' 
Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Fogg.  ! 

DRESSING  OF  THE  RANGELEY  BELLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  10  "  Canada  " 
asks  for  the  dressing  of  the  Rangeley  Belle.  In 
"  Salmon  and  Trout,"  by  Dean  Sage  and  others, 
the  dressing  of  the  Rangeley  is  : — Tail,  a  few  fibres 
of  barred  wood-duck  and  scarlet  ibis  ;  body,  dark 
claret  mohair,  ribbed  with  gold  tinsel  ;  hackle, 
dark  claret  hackle  ;  wings,  strips  of  wood-duck 
(barred),  mixed  with  a  little  wild  turkey  and  scarlet 
ibis. — Yours  truly,  J.  Preuthun. 

{Several  lettera  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Emety. 

T  AM  sure  everyone  of  the  large  number  of 
anglers  who  have  met  ..Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  will  join 
with  me  in  expressing  our  sympathy  with  him  and 
his  family  in  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained 
by  the  death,  on  April  24,  of  Mrs.  Emery,  after  an 
operation  for  appendicitis.  Whether  in  cormection 
wth  fly  or  bait  casting  tournaments  for  nearly 
twenty  years  past,  or  in  helping  forward  angling 
matters  in  other  directions,  Mr.  Emery  has  earned 
general  respect  for  his  quiet,  practical  work — in  this 
we  know  he  has  always  had  the  help  and  encourage- 
ment of  Mrs.  Emery.  This  was  specially  the  case 
over  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  in  1904,  of 
which  Mr.  E.  was  the  moving  spirit. 

State  of  the  River  Conway, 

In  some  remarks  I  made  on  the  state  of  the 
Conway  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  ago,  I 
pointed  out  how  the  river  was  going  from  bad  to 
worse,  and  I  attributed  the  condition  of  affairs  to 
the  fact  that  the  sewage  and  other  refuse  from 
the  towns  and  villages,  and  possibly  also  from  the 
gasworks,  was  sent  into  the  river.  The  effect  is  to 
so  sicken  the  few  Conway  fish  which  now  get  up 
the  river  that  they  will  not  rise  to  the  fly  until  they 
have  passed  through  the  Conway  lower  reaches  into 
the  much  purer  Lledr. 

Mr.  W.  Fitz-Norman  Ellis,  who  has  property  on 
the  Lledr,  sent  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  with 
my  remarlw  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Conway  Fishery 
Board,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  report 
the  matter  came  up  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board, 
of  which  I  give  a  report  taken  from  the  Welsh  Coast 
Pioneer  : — 

"  Conway  Fishery  Board — Alleged  Pollution 

OF  "niE  RiVEB. 

"  The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators for  the  River  Conway  was  held  at  the  Station 
Hotel,  Llandudno  Junction,  when  there  were 
present  Mr.  O.  Isgoed  Jones  (chairman),  Messrs.  R. 
Conway  (Llandudno),  P.  Mclntyre  and  J.  C.  Hum- 

Ehreys  (Llanrwst),  Dr.  Prichard  and  Alderman  Hugh 
[ughes  (Conway),  Messrs.  W.  Davies  (Colwyn  Bay), 


Thomas  Williams  (Trefriw),  David  Hughes  (Taly- 
bont),  together  with  the  clerk  (Mr.  C.  T.  AUard),  and 
the  head  bailiff  (Mr.  Roberts). 

"  Earlier  Salmon  Fishing. — Upon  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  P.  Mclntjrre  it  was  decided  to  apply  that  the 
season  for  salmon  fishing  with  rod  and  line  only 
should  open  next  year  on  April  1,  instead  of  May  1. 

"  Water  Bailiff's  Report. — The  water  bailiff 
reported  that  the  number  of  licences  examined 
during  the  quarter  was  118.  The  trout  fishing  com- 
menced favourable  on  March  1.  Several  good 
baskets  were  obtained,  but  during  the  past  two 
weeks  the  dry  weather  had  been  unfavourable. 
The  largest  brown  trout  caught  with  rod  and  line 
weighed  2^1b.,  and  was  caught  by  John  Lovell,  of 
Llanrwst,  in  Crafnant  Lake.  Mr.  A.  R.  Parry,  of 
Bettwsycoed,  also  landed  a  trout  weighing  21b.  in 
Church  Pool. 

"  Alleged  Pollution  of  the  River. — The  clerk  read 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  W.  Fitz-Norman  Ellis :  — 
'  I  enclose  to-day's  issue  of  the  Pioneer,  in  which 
is  published  my  friend  Mr.  Marston's  very  cogent 
comments  upon  the  serious  injury  to  the  salmon 
fishery  of  our  lovely  rivers  Lledr  and  Conway  by 
the  Bettwsycoed  drainage  and  gasworks.  Having 
regard  to  the  interest  taken  and  large  amount  spent 
in  preservation  to  improve  the  fishing,  it  has,  I  must 
say,  often  struck  me  as  strange  that  a  blot  of  this 
nature  upon  the  fair  name  of  our  beautiful  river 
should  have  been  so  long  allowed  to  exist.  And  as 
you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  of  the  success  that  has 
attended  recent  prosecutions  upon  the  Spey  and 
other  rivers  for  similar  pollution,  I  submit  that 
the  matter  is  one  eminently  calling  for  the  attention 
and  prompt  action  of  your  Board.  Should  funds 
be  required  for  the  purpose,  I  for  one  shall  be  happy 
to  subscribe,  and  am  sure  that  you  would  find 
numbers  of  anglers  and  lovers  of  Nature  glad  to 
support  such  a  laudable  object. — Faithfully  yours, 
W.  Fitz-Norman  Ellts.' 

"  The  river  watcher  said  that  the  report  that 
appeared  in  the  local  Press  for  Feb.  16,  1906,  by  the 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  concerning  the  pollution 
of  the  river  near  the  Bettwsycoed  Gasworks  was  not 
correct.  On  Feb.  21  he  visited  Bettwsycoed,  and 
found  that  it  was  the  rain-water  only  that  fell  on  the 
outside  premises  of  the  gasworks.  But  the  chief 
sewerage  pipes  of  Bettwsycoed  ran  into  the  LljTi 
Eglwys  Pool,  about  60  yards  from  the  gasworks. 
The  clinkers  from  the  gasworks  were  placed  on  the 
public  path  along  the  riverside,  and  were  carried 
away  by  the  floods,  but  their  effect  was  previously 
destroyed. 

"  Mr.  McIntjTe  said  that  it  was  a  downright 
injustice  to  the  Board  that  they  should  be  attacked 
in  such  a  manner.  With  all  due  deference  to  Mr. 
Norman  Ellis,  he  contended  that  the  Board  knew 
more  about  the  river  than  Mr.  Ellis  did. 

"  Mr.  J.  C.  Humphreys  :  The  fattest  trout  are 
always  to  be  found  at  the  mouth  of  a  sewer. 

"  Mr.  Mclntyre  :  That  may  be,  but  salmon  don't 
stop  there. 

"  The  Chairman  said  that  it  was  certainly  very 
unfair  for  outsiders  to  attack  the  Board,  who  had 
always  studied  the  interests  of  anglers,  and  given 
every  facility  to  them  possible.  The  Board  had  also 
raised  a  strong  objection  to  the  alleged  pollution, 
but  as  the  Local  Government  Board  had  sanctioned 
the  sewerage  scheme,  they  had  no  further  voice  in 
the  matter.  Some  people  said  that  sewerage  was 
beneficial  to  the  fish,  but  others  maintained  that  it 
was  detrimental,  so  that  between  these  two  opinions 
it  was  difficult  for  the  Board  to  know  what  to  do 
for  the  best.  Nevertheless,  he  thought  it  very  bad 
form  for  outsiders  to  attack  the  Board,  and  could 
only  attribute  such  an  action  to  jealousy,  as  they 
were  not  members  of  the  Board.  The  present 
members  were  duly  elected  as  representatives  of  the 
various  councils  ;  they  did  a  great  deal  of  work, 
and  derived  no  personal  benefit. 

"  The  River  Watching. — Upon  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  R.  Conway,  it  was  decided  to  form  a  special 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  river  watching  system, 
whether  it  was  now  being  worked  satisfactorily  or 
not,  and  whether  it  was  advisable  to  appoint  an 
extra  keeper  for  the  season  or  not." 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  had  in  my  mind  when  I 
wrote  about  the  Conway  no  idea  of  attacking  the 
Board  of  Conservators.    I  hoped  what  I  said  might, 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— /^hin^  Oaiette. 


in  some  small  degree,  assist  them,  because  I  felt 
certain  they  knew  the  river  was  suffering  from 
pollution.  It  is  really,  then,  too  childish  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Conway  Fishery  Board  to  charge 
Mr.  Ellis  and  myself  with  injustice,  and  say  that 
we  attacked  the  Board  out  of  a  spirit  of  jealousy 
because  we  were  not  members  of  the  Board  !  Good 
Heavens  !  Where  is  the  honour  of  belonging  to  a 
fishery  board  which  sits,  and  sits  and  allows  the 
beautiful  Conway  to  be  ruined  under  their  very 
noses  by  the  pouring  into  it  of  filth  of  every  descrip- 
tion !  Why,  they  are  condemned  out  of  their  Chair- 
man's own  mouth.  He  says  that  they,  too,  had 
raised  a  strong  objection  to  the  alleged  pollution, 
but  as  the  Local  Government  Board  had  sanctioned 
the  sewerage  scheme,  they  had  no  further  "  voice 
in  the  matter."  No  further  voice  !  Why,  there  is 
the  whole  Press  of  England  and  Wales  open  to 
them  ;  they  have  a  perfect  right,  and  it  is  their 
duty,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Fisheries'  Department 
of  -the  Board  of  Trade,  and  they  have  a  right  and 
duty  to  get  the  matter  taken  up  in  Parliament,  if 
necessary.  From  what  I  gathered  on  the  spot,  I 
am  certain  that  it  is  the  filthy  poisons  poured  into 
the  Conway  which  have  practically  ruined  it  as  a 
salmon  river.  And  after  this  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings I  say  that  it  is  unfair  that  the  Conway 
Fishery  Board  should  take  money  for  licences  from 
anglers  under  the  present  conditions  ;  their  only 
proper  course,  if  they  consider  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  ru  ningthe  river,  is  not  merely  to  ".strongly 
object,"  but  to  do  something  in  the  way  I  have 
indicated,  or  else  to  resign  their  office.  I  do  not 
know  any  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  and,  after 
the  way  they  treat  an  "  outsider  "  who  tries  to  help 
them,  i  do  not  in  the  least  desire  to  join  them.  I  am 
only  sorry  for  the  Conway — what  a  pity  such  a  river 
is  so  badly  treated  !  As  regards  the  gasworks, 
refuse  from  gas  manufacture  is  so  deadly  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Conway  Fishery  Board  not  to  be 
content  with  a  mere  report  from  a  watcher,  but  to 
investigate  for  themselves,  and  find  out  if  there  is 
not  a  pipe  underground  which  discharges  into  the 
pool  by  the  church  some  d&pth  below  the  surface  of  the 
water,  whether  it  discharges  only  rain-water,  also 
what  happens  in  time  of  storms  to  the  refuse  from 
the  gasworks.  Does  the  rain-water,  after  mixing 
with  the' refuse,  go  into  the  river  ? 

Early  Reference  to  Sea- Fishing  with  Rod— From 
"  The  Gentleman  Angler,"  1726. 

Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  asked  for  the  para- 
graph in  The  Gentleman  Angler  which  refers  to 
sea-fishing  with  rod,  said  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilcocks,  in  his  "  Sea-Fisherman,"  to  be  the  earliest 
reference  to  sea-fishing  with  a  rod.  Of  course,  he 
must  mean  by  an  English  writer,  and  I  am  not 
at  all  certain  that  there  are  not  earlier  references 
in  our  language  to  rod-fishing  in  the  sea.  Here 
is  the  reference  in  The  Gentleman  Angler : — 

"  He,  who  designs  to  divert  himself  with  rock- 
fishing,  ought  to  have  a  strong  rod  jointed,  which 
he  may  shorten  upon  occasion,  or  keep  it  at  its  full 
length,  the  better  to  command  his  line,  when  he 
has  hooked  a  fish,  or  when  the  tide  increases,  or 
decreases  ;  and  the  line  must  be  strong,  the  better 
to  endure  pulling,  when  it  shall  happen  to  be  fastened 
to  the  sea-weeds,  which  are  generally  tough  ;  and 
the  best  to  disengage  from  thence,  is  to  use  the  lead- 
ring  and  small  cord,  as  shewn  in  Angling,  and 
then  working  it  backwards  and  forwards  till  it  gets 
clear  of  the  weeds." 

Some  Excellent  Unbleached  Gut  Casts. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  send  us  three  casts  made 
from  unbleached  gut,  a  small  consignment  of  which 
they  have  recently  received  from  Spain.  The  gut 
is  of  fine,  medium,  and  strong  trout  cast  size,  and 
seems  to  me  to  be  excellent.  It  is  pactically 
colourless,  and  so  transparent  that  you  can  see  the 
writing  of  a  letter  through  a  whole  bunch  of  strands. 
The  price  is  very  moderate.  I  hope  to  try  these 
colourless  casts  soon  ;  even  supposing  it  may  be 
necessary  to  tone  down  any  glitter  with  a  slight 
stain,  we  get  a  better  cast  than  we  can  out  of 
bleached  gut.  Messrs.  Hardy  also  have  a  few  hanks 
of  this  unbleached  gut  for  sale,  from  4s.  per  hank. 

Alteration  of  Our  Telegraphic  Address  to 
"  Fishing  Gazette,  London," 
Will  our  friends  kindly  note  that  I  have  had 
our  Registered  Telegraphic  Address  altered  to 
"Fishing  Gazette,  London." 

R.  B.  ^lAKSTOKt 
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THE  WYRESDALE  FISHERY. 

CAPTAitJ  Ormrod,  the  managing  director  of  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  t!o.,  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  continued  success  of  his  enterprise.  At  the 
present  time  there  can  be  very  few  2)arts  of  the 


As  the  rainbow  trout  c/in  hit  tlie  more  easily  ])ro- 
duced,  the  smaller  and  less  influential  hatcheries 
will  doubtless  continue  to  boom  it,  but  they  ('annot 
stay  the' demand  for  the  brown  trout,  which  is  once 
more  taking  its  old  position  as  the  most  reliable 
sporting  iish  for  stocking  purposes. 


Thk  Wyresdale  Fisiiiinv  ;   J'he  iStakving  Tanks  i  on  1  wo- ^  kak-Ulus. 
(Ill  order  to  travel  safely,  trout  and  other  fish  should  be  dejirived  of  food  for  a  short  time  before  the  journey.) 


United  Kingdom  where  scarcity  of  trout  had  made 
itself  felt  to  which  the  great  Wyresdale  establish- 
ment has  not  sent  consignments  of  yearling  and 
two-year-old  fish  ;  also  the  Fishinj  Gazette  ha? 
often  recorded  shipments  successfully  made  to 
distant  British  Colonies  and  other 
countries.  The  illustrated  account  of 
the  fishery  and  the  fishing  club  attached 
to  it  is  still  unsurpassed  as  an  attractive 
description  of  all  there  is  to  be  said 
about  a  great  fish-breeding  establish- 
ment— few,  indeed,  have  so  many 
attractions  to  illustrate.  It  contains 
also  most  useful  information  on  stocking 
waters,  feeding  fish,  and  on  fish-breeding 
generally. 

Beown  Trout  and  Rainbow  Trout. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
may  remember  what  abuse  was  heaped 
upon  my  head  by  champions  of  the 
rainbow  trout  when  it  was  first  largely 
introduced  into  this  country  by  the 
W3Tesdale  Company.  I  am  therefore 
grateful  to  Captain  Ormrod  for  doing 
justice  to  my  action  at  the  time  in 
what  he  says  is  the  latest  edition  of  his 
descriptive  prospectus  ;  also  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  the  brown  trout  is  becoming 
recognised  more  and  more  as  the  best 
fish  for  our  waters — at  any  rate,  for 
most  of  them. 

"  Brown  Trout. 
"  The  run  upon  rainbow  trout  which 
existed  a  short  time  ago  has  now 
materially  slackened,  and  we  find  a 
steadily  increasing  demand  for  the 
brown  trout.    At  one  time  it  seemed 
as   if   the   rainbow   would  oust  the 
native  bred  trout  altogether,  but  in 
many   waters  where   rainbows  were 
placed  in  large  numbers  the  results 
have  not  been  altogether  satisfactory, 
owing  to  their  tendency  to  disappear 
altogether  after  the  fourth  or  fifth  year.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  demand  for  '  English  trout 
for  English  waters  '  has  very  naturally  arisen,  and 
the  largely-increased  sales  of  brown  trout  at  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  prove  that  the  rainbow  trout 
is  not  to  enjoy  unchallenged  favour  in  the  futui-e. 


"  The  Rainbow  Trout. 
"  It  wa^  through  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  that  the 
Salmo  irideus  (rainbow  trout)  was  first  largely  in- 
troduced into  this  country,  and  the  prophecy  of 
Mr.  Ormrod  has  been  amply  fulfilled  by  the  popu- 


Mr.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  one 
of  the  few  who  boldly  spoke  out  against  the  adoption 
of  the  rainbow  for  any  and  every  kind  of  water, 
and  his  warning  has  been  amply  justified  by  results. 
Failures  have  been  partly  due  to  the  purchase  r)t' 
ova  from  immature  fish,  and  also /in  a  large  mcasun- 
to  the  way  in  which  rainbow  trout  havi^ 
Ix^cn  pushed  on  customers  by  certain 
fisheries  for  any  and  every  stream  or 
sheet  of  water.  Some  fisheries  can  only 
rear  rainbow  trout,  and  in  consequence 
have  sung  their  praises  in  season  and 
out  of  season.  This  is  very  short^' 
sighted  policy,  because  rainbow  trout  are 
not  suitable  for  all  waters.  As  the 
introducers  of  the  rainbow  trout,  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  possessing  the  oldest 
and  most  influential  clientele,  has  been 
enabled  to  make  inquiries  in  all  parts  of 
the  Kingdom  as  to  the  Salmo  irideus, 
and  these  inquiries  have  shown  that 
while  the  irideus  hai  answered  well  in 
reservoirs,  lakes,  mill  dams,  etc., 
especially  when  stocking  is  carried  out 
with  two-year-olds,  the  planting  of  the 
fish  in  unsuitable  waters  has  resulted  in 
diie  failure.  For  its  immunity  from 
disease,  as  a  raj)id  grower,  keen  fighter, 
and  excellent  table  fish,  the  rainbow  will 
hold  its  own  in  many  waters,  but 
intending  stockers  should  first  consult 
us  as  to  the  suitability  of  their  waters 
for  the  iridewi,  and  then  obtain  the  best 
ova,  fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year-olds,  if 
the  results  are  to  be  satisfactory." 

The  Fishing  Club. 
Particulars  of  the  fishing  club  which 
exists  in  connection  with  the  fishery, 
and  whose  lakes  and  streams  are  kept 
fully  stocked  by  it,  can  be  had  of  the 
Secretary,  The  Fishing  Club,  Springfield, 
Scorton,  Lanes.  I  wish  we  had  a  few 
clubs  like  it  near  London  ! 

The  membership  is  limited  and  select, 
as  it  certainly  ought  to  be  considering  the 
advantages,  which  include  the  right  of  fishing  the 
large  and  beautiful  lake  in  Wyresdale  Park  ;  in  the 
hill  tarn  known  as  Nickey  Nook,  one  of  the  most 
romantic  sheets  of  water  ;  Scorton  Cut,  the  numer- 


Part  or  THE  Wyresdale  Lake. 
(Fished  by  the  Club  which  is  in  connection  with  the  Fishery.) 


larity  it  has  since  obtained.  Nevertheless,  there 
have  been  failures,  rank  failures,  with  this  variety, 
but  its  admirable  suitabihty  for  stocking  certain 
waters  remains  unchallenged.  When  the  con- 
troversy as  to  the  respective  merits  of  the  rainbow 
and  brown  trout  raged  so  fiercely  a  few  years  ago, 


ous  tributaries  of  the  WjTe  throughout  the  estate 
of  9000  acres,  and  last,  but  not  least,  six  miles  of 
the  River  Wyre  itself,  one  of  the  best  sea-trout 
rivers  in  England. 

The  records  of  the  club  for  the  past  three  years 
show  sport  has  been  good.        R.  B.  Marston. 
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NOTES  FEOM  AN  INDIAN 
FISHERMAN'S  DIARY. 

Ik  the  north  of  India  January  is  generally  a 
blank  month  for  the  niahseer  fisherman,  the  rivers 
being  very  low  and  clear  and  the  fish  quite  off  the 

red.  In  some  of  the  deeper  pools  the  mahseer 
.  ollect  in  large  numbers,  but,  as  the  natives  explain, 
"'  owing  to  the  excessive  cold  their  mouths  are  shut." 

While  employing  some  spare  evenings  in  over- 
hauling tackle  and  looking  through  my  old  diaries, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  a.few  extracts  from  the  latter 
and  notes  on  sport  in  the  Punjab  during  the  year 
that  has  just  closed  might  be  of  interest  to  some,  or 
-erve  to  fill  a  corner  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  the 

nglers'  slfick  season. 
On  the  whole  the  year  1905  was  not  a  good  one. 
In  the  Punjab,  at  all  events,  it  opened  badly  with 
exceptionally  wintry  weather  and  heavy  snow  on 
the  hills,  which,  a  little  later,  filled  the  rivers  with 
snqw-broth,  the  bane  of  the  mahseer  fisherman  in 
the  spring  months. 

I  intended  to  pay  a  short  visit  in  March  to 
Tangrot,  the  famous  fishing  place  at  the  junction 
of  the  Poonch  and  Jhelum  rivers,  but  got  reports 
that  it  was  nearly  hopeless,  and  that  the  two  or 
three  fishermen  already  there  were  having  a  suc- 
cession of  blank  days.  From  what  I  have  since 
heard  anglers  fared  no  better  on  the  Chenab,  Bias, 


Sutlej,  and  other  rivers  of  the  Punjab.  The  year 
before  I  had  had  some  good  sport  on  the  Indus  at 
the  junctions  of  some  of  its  tributaries  ;  and  was 
informed  by  the  boatmen  that  in  March  and  April, 
when  the  "  chilwa  "  were  running  up,  the  mahseer 
followed  them  in  great  numbers.  This  seemed 
probable,  so  a  friend  and  myself  spent  five  days  in 
a  trip  by  boat  from  Attock  down  to  Khushalgarh, 
doing  the  journey  by  short  stages  of  ten  miles  or  so, 
and  camping  for  the  night  at  some  suitable  spot  on 
the  bank. 

The  scenery  and  weather  were  all  that  could  be 
desired,  and  the  "  chilwa  "  were  to  be  seen  working 
their  way  up  stream  in  myriads,  close  under  the 
banks  ;  but  we  got  no  mahseer— only  a  few  fish, 
called  by  the  natives  "  pooa,"  which  I  have  never 
seen  except  in  the  Indus.  They  are  a  handsome 
fish,  coloured  somewhat  like  a  trout,  and  run  to 
201b.  or  more,  but  play  like  logs  and  give  practically 
no  sport. 

So  numerous  were  the  "  chilwa  "  (a  fish  rather 
like  a  minnow,  only  larger)  that  one  could  scoop 
them  out  by  the  dozen  in  a  large  landing-net,  and 
very  good  they  are  to  eat,  fried  like  whitebait. 

Very  few  fishermen  visited  the  Poonch  river  in 
April  and  May,  but  one  of  them  at  least  got  good 
sport,  landing  about  .5001b.  weight  of  mah.seer  in  a 
fortnight's  fishing,  all  taken  on  the  fly.  It  is 
generally  supposed  that  the  mahseer  in  this  part 
of  India  do  not  take  a  fly  readily,  but  I  think  it  is  a 
pity  it  is  not  more  often  tried,  as  at  times  it  does  a 


good  deal  of  execution,  and  though  smaller  fish  arc 
caught  this  way  than  by  spinning,  they  show 
splendid  sport  on  fine  tackle.  The  cold  winter  and 
spring  were  followed  by  an  unusually  hot  summ(;r, 
and  after  that  heavy  floods  in  September  threatened 
to  keep  the  river  high  and  dirty  well  into  October. 

In  the.  latter  month  I  was  able  to  spend  a  month's 
leave  on  what  I  believe  to  be  one  of  tiie  best  mahseer 
rivers  in  India.  A  trip  like  this  requires  more 
preparation  than  the  English  fisherman  need  be 
bothered  with.  An  801b.  Cabul  tent  and  another 
tent  to  accommodate  the  two  servants,  with  a  set 
of  light  folding  furniture  and  aluminium  cooking- 
pots,  comjileted  the  modest  camp  equipment,  but  a 
plentiful  supply  of  groceries  and  tinned  stores  was 
necessary,  as  the  few  villages  along  the  river  can 
provide  little  beyond  milk  and  "  atta "  (native 
flour).  For  fresh  provisions  one  had  to  depend 
almost  entirely  on  the  gun  and  rod.  A  liberal 
quantity  of  tackle  was  required,  as  one  cannot 
supply  omissions  when  a  hundred  miles  away  from 
a  railway  station,  and  much  farther  still  from  the 
nearest  tackle  shop. 

Mules  were  arranged  for  in  advance,  which  it  is 
best  to  hire  by  the  month,  if  possible,  so  that  one 
can  move  camp  by  short  stages  whenever  required, 
without  the  necessity  of  procuring  fresh  transport. 

A  boat  was  another  necessary  that  had  to  be 
arranged  for.  In  the  larger  rivers  little  can  be 
clone  without  one  ;  although  most  of  one  s  fishing 


I 


can  be  done  from  the  bank  or  by  wading,  a  boat  is 
constantly  required  for  getting  across,  and  some- 
times for  following  a  big  fish  where  the  rocky  banks 
afford  no  thoroughfare. 

Again,  here  and  there,  one  meets  with  very 
large  and  wide  pools  which  can  only  be  successfully 
tislied  by  harling.  This  may  sound  unsportsman- 
like to  the  English  reader,  but  it  is  in  some  places 
the  only  way  big  fish  can  be  caught,  and  at  other 
times  a  little  "  chuckuring,"  as  it  is  locally  called, 
comes  as  a  pleasant  relief  after  several  hours  of 
casting  under  a  hot  sun.  When  one  gets  frequent 
runs  the  sport  is  exciting  enough. 

Lastly,  the  camera  was  not  forgotten.  And  let 
me  here  strongly  recommend  any  fisherman  who 
has  not  yet  done  so  to  invest  in  one,  and  not  leave 
it  behind  when  he  starts  on  a  fishing  trip.  Although 
one  may  not  have  the  leisure  and  inclination  to 
take  up  photography  seriously  and  attain  the  best 
results,  it  adds  very  greatly  to  one's  pleasure,  as  I 
have  recently  learnt,  to  be  able  to  take  a  few  pictures 
as  permanent  mementoes  of  good  days  and  favourite 
fishing  haunts. 

To  return  to  the  subject  after  this  digression,  the 
water,  during  the  early  part  of  October,  was  not 
clear  enough,  and  the  season  seemed  a  late  one,  as 
many  of  the  fish  caught  were  still  in  poor  condition, 
but  the  fishing  improved  daily.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  have  fifty  or  sixty  miles  of  first-class 
fishing  water  to  myself,  a  beautiful  succession  of 
rapids  and  pools,  winding  among  the  hills,  with  the 


grand  snowy  range  of  Himalayas  towering  18,000ft. 
higti  in  the  background. 

In  th(!  lower  portion  of  the  same  river,  where  it 
finally  leaves  tlie  hills,  the  fish  run  largest,  but  £ 
heard  that  there  were  several  fishermen  there 
already,  and  not  doing  over  well,  so  stayed  up  above 
till  near  the  end  of  my  leave,  and  though  the  great 
majority  of  the  fish  were  from  51b.  to  15lb.  only,  and 
few  much  over  20lb.,  had  very  fair  sport,  landing 
104  mahseer  in  twenty-five  days'  actual  fishing. 
Nearly  all  were  caught  on  a  2in.  spoon  ;  I  prefer 
and  generally  use  a  pear-shaped  spoon,  well  rounded 
and  coming  to  a  nice  point — and  "  half  hogged." 
Flying  mounts  are  commonly  used,  and  spoons  so 
mounted  are  supposed  to  spin  better  than  with  the 
older  head  and  tail  trebles,  but  I  have  lately  given 
them  up  and  gone  back  to  the  latter,  only,  instead 
of  the  usual  treble  hook  at  the  head  of  the  spoon,  I 
use  a  large-eyed  single  hook,  which  hangs  on  the 
concave  side,  of  course,  and,  I  believe,  impedes  it 
spinning  far  less,  while  certainly  no  less  effective  in 
hooking.  For  fly  fishing  and  throwing  light  spoons 
nothing  beats  a  cane-built  rod  of  14ft.  or  16tt., 
according  to  choice  and  the  nature  of  the  water, 
while  for  spinning  heavier  baits  I  have  lately  used 
with  great  satisfaction  a  light  and  stiff,  but  springy, 
rod  of  the  same  material,  l]|ft.  long,  casting  in  the 
Nottingham  fashion  from  one  of  Hardy's  "Silex" 
reels. 

It  used  to  be  thought  that  spVit  cane  would  not 
stand  the  Indian  climate,  but  I  believe  that  the 
contrary  is  the  case,  and  that  those  by  the  best 
makers  stand  it  far  better  than  any  greenheart  or 
other  wooden  rod,  not  being  liable  to  shrink  or 
warp  in  the  hot  weather. 

A  small  mahseer  often  gives  wonderfully  good 
play  for  its  size.  One  caught  on  this  trip  I  shall  long 
remember.  Hooked  at  the  tail  end  of  a  pool,  it  ran 
straight  down  a  rapid,  taking  out  the  whole  of  my 
200  yards  of  line.  Luckily  the  boat  was  close  at 
hand,  and  I  was  able  to  follow  it  just  in  time  to 
prevent  a  smash.  Below  the  foot  of  this  rapid  was 
a  stretch  of  fast  water  about  half  a  mile  long,  and 
down  this  we  went,  I  reeling  up  fast  as  the  boat 
began  to  overtake  the  fish  ;  but  he  did  not  stop, 
and  ran  out  all  the  line  again  as  he  went  down  a 
second  rapid.  Here  the  boatman  unfortunately 
broke  an  oar,  but  on  reaching  the  foot  was  able  to 
jump  out  in  about  3ft.  of  water  and  drag  the  boat 
ashore.  In  this  pool  the  now  exhausted  fish  was 
soon  landed,  and  proved,  to  my  disgust,  I  confess, 
to  be  only  ll|lb.,  hooked  in  the  back  under  the 
dorsal  fin.  (I  had  not  previously  had  a  sight  of 
him.)  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  water,  the  odds 
were  twenty  to  one  on  the  fish,  and  had  he  escaped, 
I  suppose  this  story  would  have  been  about  my  lost 
60-pounder ! 

Later  in  the  season  I  was  able  to  spend  a  week  at 
Tangrot,  and  found  that  little  "  damage  "  had  been 
done  there,  though  one  fisherman  had  had  a  real 
good  day  early  in  November.  Casting  a  lin.  fly 
spoon  on  single  gut  he  had  landed  five  fish  weighing 
1501b.,  including  three  of  421b.,  401b.,  and  381b. 

As  it  was  very  late  in  the  season  I  did  not  expect 
to  rival  this,  but  still  had  some  luck,  catching  fish 
of  421b.,  241b.,  and  231b.,  besides  several  smaller  ones, 
and  two  other  fishermen  had  good  sport  with  fish 
up  to  391b. 

The  weather  was  cold,  but  there  had  been  a  fall 
of  rain,  which  warmed  and  coloured  the  water  and 
put  the  fish  on  the  feed  until  it  cleared  again.  Mr. 
Thomas,  in  his  delightful  book,  the  "  Rod  in  India," 
lays  it  clown  as  almost  a  hard-and-fast  rule  that 
mahseer  will  not  take  a  spinning  bait  except  in 
very  clear  water,  but  I  have  found  the  rule  to^be 
subject  to  many  exceptions,  and  have  known  them 
to  take  a  dead  bait  or  even  a  spoon  freely  in  water 
little  clearer  than  pea-soup.  Every  river  seems  to 
have  its  own  peculiarities  and  the  habits  of  the 
mahseer  are  a  subject  we  know  all  too  little  about. 
The  reader  will  probably  be  a\Aare  that  endeavours 
ai'e  being  made  to  stock  the  streams  of  Cashmere 
with  trout,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  they 
seem  to  be  thriving  amazingly.  Fishing  is  not  yet 
allowed,  but  a  gentleman  who  was  permitted  to  fish 
one  day  by  way  of  experiment  in  a  stream  near 
Islamabad  landed  several,  the  largest  being  5flb. 
This  he  assured  rae  was  the  offspring  of  ova  put 
down  only  three  years  ago,  and,  if  so,  it  augurs 
well  for  the  future.  The  big  one  was  caught  on  a 
fly-spoon,  the  others  on  fly,  which  the  smaller  trout 
up  to  31b.  weight  took  fieely.  It  is  expected  that 
in  two  or  three  years'  time  the  streams  will  be 
opened  to  the  fisherman,  and  I  hope  that  one  of  the 
first  to  try  them  wiU  be  Peregrine. 


Tangrot,  December,  1905. 
(The  weights  of  the  two  mahseer  are  191b.  ami  cOiUi.) 
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TO  OUE  FEIENDS  AT  SAN 
FKANCISCO. 

Only  last  week  I  published  an  account  of  the 
establishment  of  an  anglers'  association  for  Cali- 
fornia, wishing  it  success.  We  have  a  good  many 
readers  there,  and  I  am  sure  I  can  tell  them  in  the 
name  of  all  anglers  over  here  how  mucli  we  sympa- 
thise with  them  in  the  terrible  calamity  which  has 
fallen  on  San  Francisco,  and  how  much  we  admire 
the  splendid  courage  displayed  by  the  citizens,  who 
ah-eady  are  making  arrangements  for  rebuilding 
the  city.  R.  B.  Mabston. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  1905. 

[All  who  are  interested  in  salmon  and  salmon 
fishing  should  read  the  long  and  able  article  which 
Mr.  Henry  Ffeimell  contributed  to  the  Tiw,es  of 
April  14.    I  give  a  few  extracts  from  it. — R.  B.  M.] 

The  season  of  1905  was  not  remarkable  for  the 

0  ipture  of  many  exceptionally  large  salmon.  The 
largest  taken  in  the  nets  of  which  I  have  authentic 
information  was  caught  off  the  Aberdeen  coast.  It 
was  a  very  fine  fish  indeed,  and  weighed  when  taken 
from  the  water  60|lb.  It  was  consigned  by  Messrs. 
Dey,  of  Aberdeen,  to  Mr.  Larkin,  fishmonger  at 
Brighton,  where  a  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  Wain- 
wright  Thomson,  kindly  obtained  for  me  the 
measiu-ements.  On  arrival  at  Brighton  the  fish 
scaled  601b.  The  measurements  were — length, 
52|in.  ;  girth,  30in.    A  gentleman  (whose  veracity 

1  have  no  reason  to  doubt)  in  the  Field  newspaper 
states  that  he  saw  in  a  shop  near  Ludgate-circus  a 
Tay  salmon  that  weighed  631b.  and  measured  in 
length  47in.  This  measurement  denotes,  I  think, 
that  it  must  have  been  an  abnormally-shaped  fish. 
After  minute  inquiries,  I  utterly  failed  to  trace  the 
origin  of  this  capture.  None  of  my  correspondents 
along  the  Tay  had  seen  or  heard  of  it.  The  largest 
net  fish  taken  in  the  Tay,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain, 
weighed  57^1b.  This  fish  was  taken  on  the  Dovecot 
fishery,  and  a  beautiful  cast  was  made  of  it  by 
Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  for  the  Natural  History 
Museum  at  South  Kensington.  The  largest  rod 
fish  of  the  year  was  landed,  on  the  free  water  of 
the  Tay  below  Perth  by  Mr.  Edward  Fieldhouse, 
and  weighed  51  lb.  The  measurements  were — 
length,  54in.  ;  girth,  29in.  It  was  taken  with  a 
small  Phantom  minnow. 

A  lamentable  feature  of  the  season  was  the 
scarcity  of  grilse  in  a  number  of  districts.  The 
question,  indeed,  constantly  asked  was,  "  Where 
are  the  grilse  ?  "  The  lack  of  grilse  was  chiefly 
noticeable  in  the  Severn,  Eden,  Usk,  Wye,  Shannon, 
Blackwater  (co.  Cork),  Killarney,  Kenmare,  Suir, 
Spey,  and  Tweed.  In  some  districts  they  put  in  a 
much  earlier  appearance  than  usual.  In  the  Tweed, 
for  instance,  they  appeared  on  March  15.  In  the 
Tay  they  were  three  weeks  in  advance  of  previous 
years.  In  many  waters  the  spring  fishing  by  both 
rods  and  nets  was  highly  satisfactory,  but  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  it  was  lamentably  poor. 
Spawning  fish  were  numerous  along  many  rivers, 
and  operations  were  carried  on  under  favourable 
conditions.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  beds  were 
not  particularly  well  stocked.  Spawning  in  the 
River  Moy  has  been  of  a  variable  character  during 
late  years.  The  year  1901  was  said  to  have  been 
the  worst  spawning  year  in  the  history  of  the  Moy. 
The  year  1902  was  far  below  the  average.  My 
correspondent  writes  : — 

"  The  year  1903,  however,  was  the  very  best 
within  living  memory,  and  we  estimated  that  in 
our  area  of  tributaries  we  had  actually  marked 
down  over  ten  thousand  pits  completed.  If  there 
is  anjrthing  in  the  theory  that  grilse  represents  a 
three-year-old  salmon,  1907  should  be  a  mar- 
vellously good  year  in  our  waters." 

The  present  occasion  will  permit  of  only  very 
brief  allusion  to  some  of  the  more  interesting  details 
regarding  the  fishing  along  the  rivers  from  which 
I  have  received  direct  communication. 

The  Tay,  among  Scotch  waters,  stands  pre- 
eminent in  respect  to  the  success  which  attended 
anglers  during  the  season  of  1903.  In  the  spring 
fine  sport  was  got  on  almost  all  the  reaches,  and 
on  several  it  was  exceptionally  good.  In  the  autumn 
anglers  were  very  successful  on  some  of  the  beats, 
but  on  others  sport  was  poor  owing  to  lack  of  water. 
The  river  was  said  to  have  been  "  teeming  with 
fish  "  from  about  August  10  until  the  close  of  the 
season.  _The  oldest  angler  never  saw  so  many  fish 


in  the  river.  In  addition  to  the  two  big  salmon 
already  mentioned  several  other  heavy  fish  were 
taken  and  included,  by  the  net,  one  of  57  ^b., 
length  52in.,  girth  29in.  ;  one  54|lb.,  length  53|in.. 
girth  28in.  Two  of  501b.  each  (the  measurements  of 
these  were — length  48in.,  girth  27in.,  and  length 
48in. ,  girth  27| in. ).  The  average  weight  of  autumn- 
caught  rod  fish  was  I8'731b.,  and  grilse  7  ■671b. 
Space  will  not  permit  of  giving  the  details  of  indi- 
vidual captures,  which  in  many  cases  was  excep- 
tionally good.  Tweedside  anglers,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  had  very  poor  sport  indeed.  This,  it  is  said, 
was  altogether  due  to  the  unfavourable  condition 
of  the  water,  as  it  is  stated  there  were  plenty  of  fish 
about,  and  a  number  passed  through  later  on.  In 
the  spring  good  fishing  was  got  on  some  waters. 
The  largest  rod  fish  I  heard  of  weighed  401b.,  and 
was  taken  on  Twizel  water  by  Mr.  Taylor.  The 
spring  net  fishing  was  the  best  experienced  for 
many  years,  but  the  season  on  the  whole  was  most 
disappointing.  The  largest  net  fish  weighed  471b. 
The  Spey  suffered  like  other  rivers  from  lack  of 
water.  The  spring  fish  was  fair  in  many  cases,  and 
it  is  said  a  large  number  of  fish  ran  up  the  river. 
A  correspondent  writes: — "Spring  and  summer 
fishing  is  improving  all  over  the  upper  waters,"  and 
it  is  hoped  the  reduction  of  netting  in  the  lower 
waters  will  result  in  benefit  to  the  fishing  of  the 
district  generally.  The  heaviest  salmon  taken  on 
the  Gordon  Castle  water  by  an  angler  weighed  381b. 
There  were  also  landed  one  of  361b.  and  one  of  341b. 
The  largest  caught  in  the  nets  sealed  451b.  ;  one 
of  401b.  was  captured  in  the  nets  on  March  13, 
which  is,  I  understand,  an  unusually  early  date  for 
a  fish  of  that  size  to  be  taken.  In  the  Forth  district 
the  nets  both  in  the  river  and  sea  coast  did  better 
than  for  many  years  past.  This  was  specially  the 
case  with  the  fixed  nets  on  the  Fife  sea  coast.  The 
sweep  nets  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  also  did 
well.  Rod  fishing  in  the  early  season  on  the  higher 
reaches  was  good,  but  the  summer  and  autumn 
yielded  few  fish.  Largest  salmon  taken. in  the  fixed 
nets  weighed  421b.  In  the  Ness  district  consider- 
able disappointment  was  experienced  o^ving  to 
"  the  failure  of  the  rods  to  derive  any  seeming 
benefit  from  the  removal  of  the  nets  entirely  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Ness."  The  season  was,  on  the 
whole,  a  very  Y>oor  one  for  both  rods  and  nets.  The 
Duke  of  Portland  and  party,  however,  during  a 
short  stay,  had  good  sport  on  the  Garry  and  Loch 
Oich.  Captain  H.  Amory  landed  a  fish  of  41  lb.  on 
the  loch.  Another  salmon  of  401b.  was  also  taken. 
These  are  the  largest  salmon  captured  in  the  district 
for  a  great  number  of  years.  The  heaviest  on 
record  was  one  of  421b.  landed  a  long  time  back. 
In  the  Findhorn  fishing  was  below  the  average. 
Grilse  appeared  earlier  than  usual,  but  the  run 
suddenly  dropped  off.  Net  fishing  on  the  Deveron 
was  the  worst  experienced  for  many  years.  Grilse 
appeared  a  month  earlier  than  usual.  In  March 
and  April  fishing  was  good,  but  on  the  whole  it 
was  an  indifferent  angUng  year.  Largest  net  fish, 
451b.  ;  rod  fish,  35lb.  The  Annan  season  was  very 
unsatisfactory.  On  Mont  Annan  a  salmon  of  361b. 
was  landed.  I  have  not  received  information  from 
the  Dee,  Don,  and  some  of  the  smaller  Scotch 
waters. 

The  fishing  on  Ugie  was  rather  better  than  during 
the  previous  year.  There  were  very  good  runs  of 
both  grilse  and  sea-trout.  There  was  an  excep- 
tionally good  finnock  season.  Average  of  rod  fish 
about  151b.  ;  net  fish  251b.  ;  heaviest  net  fish, 
401b.  ;   rod,  251b. 

From  Ireland  there  is  really  very  little  of  interest 
to  note.  The  rivers  ran  low  for  a  long  time,  and 
the  results  generally  were  highly  disappointing.  At 
Galway  angling  was  carried  on  very  successfully  ; 
1575  fish  were  landed.  The  two  heaviest  weighed 
respectively  36|lb.  and  34^1b.  A  fish  of  331b.  was 
taken  in  the  nets  and  a  very  fine  sea-trout  weighing 
just  under  161b. 

In  regard  to  salmon  fishing  along  English  and 
Welsh  rivers  during  1905,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  results  in  the  majority  of  cases  might  be  aptly 
summarised  as  "  very  poor  indeed,"  or  "  the  worst 
on  record  "  :  but,  as  I  have  said,  the  cause  of 
failure  is  chiefly  attributed  to  the  low  state  of  the 
rivers. 


The  Gresham  Programme  for  May  has  just  been 
forwarded.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  meetings 
there  will  be  on  May  5,  12  and  26  lessons  given  in 
Fly  Casting  at  Chesham.  On  May  8,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger,  there  will  be 
an  exhibition  of  Flies  and  Trout  Tackle.  On  the 
29th  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr.  H.  Davey-Turner. 


SALMON  AND  FKESHWATEE 
FISHEKIES  ACTS,  1861  TO  1892. 

Avon  and  Stour  Fishery  District. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  have  directed  Charles  Edward 
Fryer,  Esq.,  Superintending  Inspector  of  Fisheries, 
to  hold  a  public  inquiry  with  respect  to  an  appli- 
cation for  an  alteration  of  the  limits  of  the  Avon 
and  Stour  Fishery  District,  so  as  to  include  therein 
the  coast  and  territorial  waters  and  all  rivers  and 
streams,  with  their  tributaries,  flowing  into  such 
waters  (1)  between  a  line  drawn  true  south-east 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  County  of  Dorset,  near  Alum  Chine,  and  a  line 
drawn  true  north  and  south  through  the  Needles 
Lighthouse,  and  (2)  between  a  line  drawn  true 
north  from  the  Needles  Lighthouse  and  a  line  drawn 
along  the  west  side  of  Stokes  Bay  Pier,  thenco 
straight  to  the  outer  extremity  of  Ryde  Pier  and 
thence  along  the  west  side  of  such  pier. 

And  notice  is  hereby  further  given  that  such 
mquiry  will  be  held  accordingly  at  the  Municipal 
Offices,  Southampton,  on  Monday,  May  7,  1906,  at 
10.0  a.m.,  when  all  persons  interested  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard. 

(Signed)       T.  H.  Elliott. 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
London,  April,  1906. 


THE  DAB. 

(Platessa  limanda.) 

[From  the   revised   edition  of    "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  285.) 

The  dab  is  an  excellent  fish,  and  when  in  per- 
fection, which  is  in  the  early  spring,  has  a  very 
delicate  flavour.  » 

This  is  very  frequently  confounded  with  the 
flounder  or  fluke  {Platessa  flesus),  as  it  is  of  a 
similar  size  and  shape,  but  much  superior  in  quality  ; 
it  may  be  easily  distinguished  therefrom,  as  the  dab 
is  rough  on  the  back  and  nearly  transparent,  whilst 
the  floimder  is  smooth  and  opaque. 

It  is  a  very  nice-looking  fish  when'  first  taken  out 
of  the  water,  being  of  a  delicate  brown  hue  on  the 
back,  mottled  with  crescent-shaped  spots  of  a  bright 
orange,  but  these  hues  fade  in  death,  and  the  spots 
become  nearly  invisible,  so  that  the  fish  loses  the 
attractive  appearance  it  possessed  on  being  first 
taken  from  its  native  element. 

They  are  found  on  all  the  sandy  and  oozy  shores 
of  the  British  Isles,  and  are  taken  both  with  the 
trawl  net  and  hook  and  line,  of  which  six  may  be 
used,  that  is  to  say,  three  pairs  of  leads  of  the 
respective  weights  of  Hlb.,  1  lb.,  and  -Jib.,  which 
will  generally  be  found  sufficiently  heavy  in  any 
depth  under  ten  fathoms  ;  but  if  leads  of  ^Ib.  should 
be  found  too  light,  let  those  of  1  lb.  be  used  instead, 
and  leads  of  31b.  take  the  places  of  those  of  l^lb. 
weight  forward. 

In  some  quiet  bays,  with  very  little  tide,  much 
lighter  leads  may  be  used,  such  as  of  4oz.,  8oz., 
and  12oz.  weight,  and  finer  lines  also,  but  all  must 
depend  on  the  depth  of  water  and  the  strength  of 
the  tide.  Provided  the  leads  will  keep  the  bottom, 
they  are  sufiiciently  heavy.  The  three  pairs  of  the 
above-mentioned  size  are  a  useful  average  weight. 

These  fish  mostly  remain  at  the  bottom,  conse- 
quently plenty  of  line  should  be  given  in  order  that 
the  leads  and  baits  may  keep  the  ground. 

The  boat-shaped  leads  are  the  bept  adapted  to 
this  fishing,  and  the  snood  with  two  hooks  only 
should  not  altogether  exceed  5ft.  in  length  from  the 
lead.  The  baits  should  be  fresh  mussels  or  lug- 
worms,  of  which  mussels  are  decidedly  the  better 
for  dabs,  but  for  plaice  lugs  are  preferable.  The 
mussels  become  more  firm  if  opened  the  day 
previous  to  use.  Fine  white  snooding  or  yellow 
silk  is  hsst  for  this  fishing,  unless  you  use  stout  gut 
or  ordinary  gut  twisted  double.  Sea-anglers  now 
always  use  a  salmon  gut  paternoster  with  the 
angling  rod. 

Your  lines  should  bs  nearly  twenty  fathoms  in 
length  each,  supposing  the  water  to  be  from  seven 
to  ten  fathoms  in  depth,  as  it  is  necessary  to  pay 
out  much  more  line  than  the  depth  of  water  when 
there  is  any  tide  running,  which  is  .the  best  time  to 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactorer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

t:en'  gold  and  other  medals  awarded. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  anpeiloi  to  Split  Oanti 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart. 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oss.  to  13  o>s. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tronti 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioat. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  pereonally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  oome  o3.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  followiag  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writei :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marrelloui.  I  have  no  heiltatlon  In 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast. ' 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  Is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Mne  oasts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Lint  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have.'' 
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fish,  as  dabs  and  other  flatfish — and,  in  fact,  all  fish 
— are  then  actively  on  the  look  out  for  food. 

The  finer  kind  of  whiting  lines  are  strong  enough 
for  this  sport. 

Having  moored  your  boat  and  baited  the  two 
hooks,  take  the  line  of  the  heaviest  lead  in  your 
right  hand  about  18in.  above  it,  and  the  snood  in 
your  left  hand,  and  swinging  it  two  or  three  times 
to  and  fro,  cast  it  from  you  on  one  side  of  the 
boat  as  far  as  possible  (taking  care  not  to  hook 
your  fingers  whilst  so  doing),  and  thus  jiroceed 
with  the  whole  six  ;  the  lines  will  then  radiate 
from  the  boat  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  (Fig.  1), 
and  reach  further  as  well  as  keep  clearer  than 
if  merely  lowered  alongside  ;  they  will  also  thus 
collect  the  fish  together,  as  the  lines,  by  the  force 
of  the  stream,  will  be  dravra  towards  a  common 
centre.  When  fish  are  very  plentiful,  two  lines 
fully  occupy  one  person. 

These  fish  are  from  lOin.  to  15in.  in  length,  and 
Sin.  to  12in.  in  breadth,  and  a  man  will,  single- 
handed,  take  from  three  to  ten  dozen  in  four  or 
five  hours  when  they  are  abundant.  If  you  bait 
either  hand-lines  or  trots  with  lugworms,  you  will 
catch  many  plaice  in  addition  to  dabs,  the  plaice 
preferring  lugs  far  before  mussels  as  food. 

Mussels  of  which  the  shells  do  not  cxoecd  l|in. 
in  length  are  the  best  size  for  dabs,  small  M-hiting, 
or  pout  ;  if  larger  they  should  be  cut  in  two.  leaving 
the  tongue  in  one  part  and  the  round  gristle  in  the 
other  to  hold  the  hook, 


Dabs  and  flounders  constantly  gorge  the  bait :  to 
extract  the  hook,  insert  your  thumb  in  the  gills  and 
split  them  open,  or  use  a  disgorger. 

Star-fish,  hermit-crabs,  etc.,  are  often  trouble- 
some, robbing  the  hooks,  which  must  be  frequently 
examined  in  turn.  Great  numbers  of  dabs  and 
also  other  flatfish  are  taken  with  trots  or  spillers, 
which  are  long  lines  having  a  hook  at  every  4ft. 
tied  to  fine  snooding  2ft.  in  length,  and  moored 
securely  by  stones,  with  a  buoy  line  at  each  end  ; 
these  lines  have  from  one  hundred  to  five  hundred 
hooks,  and  a  stone  of  about  21b.  in  weight  attached 
every  four  fathoms,  which  prevents  the  rolling, 
and  thereby  the  twisting  of  the  snooding  ;  at  both 
extremities  of  the  line  the  stones  should  be  from 
101b.  to  201b.  in  weight. 

N.B. — Trots  are  mostly  shot  across  the  tide  in 
order  that  the  hooks  may  stream  out  clear  from 
the  main  line.  Fishing  in  this  extensive  manner 
is  comparatively  rarely  attempted  by  amatem-s,  as 
it  is  very  troublesome  and  requires  too  much  time  ; 
a  short  trot  of  forty  or  fifty  hooks,  however,  may 
sometimes  be  used  with  advantage  if  set  over  night, 
as  it  may  be  taken  up  next  morning,  and  is  fishing 
whilst  the  owner  is  sleeping.  I  recommend,  as  a 
rule,  however,  that  amateurs  stick  to  hand  or  rod 
line  fishing,  which  affords  the  best  sport,  although 
in  quiet  weather  the  result  in  the  quantity  of  fish  is 
generally  greater  with  the  trot  or  spiller;  but  a 
very  useful  and  inexpensive  plan  is  to  procure  an 
American  lard  bucket  to  contain  the  main  line, 


sometimes  called  the  back,  and  boring  holes  with  a 
bradawl  perpendicularly  in  the  brim  at  ^in.  apart, 
the  points  of  the  hooks  can  be  stuck  into  these 
holes,  with  the  shanks  inside.  The  most  useful- 
sized  line  for  the  back  I  have  found  to  be  No.  2, 
15  thread,  weighing  IJlb.  per  BOyds.,  and  for  snoods 
for  the  hooks,  flax  or  cotton  line.  No.  5,  2ft.  long. 

Snoods  or  nossels  are  purposely  spun  by  twine 
and  line  spinners  for  flatfish  trots,  and  are  knowoa 
as  "  sole  snoods,"  as  these  lines  are  set  for  soles  at 
sunset,  the  sole  being  more  of  a  nigiit  than  day  feeder. 
For  night  fishing.  No.  6,  Kirby  hook,  is  mostly  used 
in  Hants  and  Sussex,  and  the.se  same  trots  and 
hooks  are  also  used  during  the  day  for  flatfish  and 
codling. 

In  order  to  prevent  entanglement  of  the  hooks  of 
the  trot,  bulter,  or  spiller,  a  basket  with  hook  holders 
should  be  provided.  The  dab  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  shores  of  Britain,  but  has  a  very  wide  range 
over  the  Northern  seas  ;  Captain  Dixon  met  with 
large  quantities  on  the  N.W.  coast  of  America  in 
1787,  off  Port  Mulgrave.  Whilst  dab  fishing  you 
will  now  and  then  catch  a  "  sordid  Dragonet  " 
{Calliontjmus  flracuncuhts),  an  ugly-looking  flat- 
headed  fish,  having  a  three-forked  broad  spine  over 
the  gills  ;  to  unhook  this  fish  safely,  place  your 
foot  on  it,  as  the  spines  are  sharper  than  needles, 
and  may  make  an  ugly  cut  in  your  fingers  if  due 
caution  be  not  used.  The  points  are  nearly  covered 
with  skin,  and  may  escape  your  observation.  As  a 
rule,  be  on  your  guard  in  particular  against  every 

 P 


sea-fish  having  a  head  like  the  river  bull-head  or 
miller's  thumb.  The  dab  is  particularly  good 
when  nicely  fried  either  with  or  without  eggs  and 
bread-crumbs.  Having  more  than  you  know  how 
to  dispose  of  fresh,  cut  off  the  heads  and  that 
portion  of  the  belly  M'hich  covers  the  intestines, 
S25rinkle  them  thickly  with  salt,  and  lay  them  an 
hour  or  two  in  a  pan  to  allow  it  to  penetrate,  then 
hang  them  up  on  a' line  or  drying  frame,  or  on  a  fish - 
stick,  taking  care  when  suspended  that  they  do  not 
touch  each  other,  and  they  Avill  keep  good  a  fort- 
night or  more  after  being  dried.  If  you  desire  to 
preserve  them  longer,  they  must  receive  rather 
more  salt  at  first,  be  dried  still  more,  and  oppor- 
tunity must  be  taken  afterwards  to  spread  them 
in  the  sun  occasionally.  Toasted  or  broiled  on  a 
gridiron,  they  will  be  found  an  excellent  tea  and 
breakfast  fish  ;  to  extract  a  portion  of  the  salt, 
after  toasting  pour  boiling  water  on  them  in  a  basin 
and  let  them  soak  three  minutes,  then  take  out, 
drain,  and  immediately  spread  over  them  a  bit  of 
butter  whilst  still  hot.  The  dab  is  a  very  slimy 
fish,  and  must  be  well  scraped  in  cleaning  it  should 
not,  however,  be  allowed  to  soak  in  the  water,  but 
be  dipped  sufficiently  to  rinse  off  the  impurities  only. 

{To  be  continued.) 


She  :  "  So  she  is  going  to  get  a  divorce,  eh  ?  I 
thought  her  husband  was  th9  light  of  her  life."  He ; 
"  So  he  was  ;  but  ho  went  out  too  much." 


CREEPEK  FISHING  ON  THE 
WHITADDEK 


{Continued  from  page  286.) 

But  to  our  fishing.  It  was  on  a  fine  sunny 
morning,  in  the  middle  of  May,  that  a  friend,  whom 
we  may  call  "  Johnny,"  and  the  writer  found  them- 
selves at  the  lower  end  of  the  great  horseshoe  formed 
by  the  Blue  Braes.  A  gentle  breeze  was  blowing 
up  stream,  and  the  streaky  "  goat's-hair "  far 
overhead  seemed  to  portend  more  wind,  as  the  day 
wore  on.  The  water  was  rather  low,  and  bright, 
but  some  good  trout  were  rising.  The  conditions 
seemed  almost  ideal  for  creeper-fishing,  so,  leaving 
my  companion  to  work  his  way  up  stream  with  fly. 
I  turned  my  attention  to  the  gathering  of  a  boxful 
of  creepers  on  the  gravel  bed  below.  For  the  in- 
formation of  south  country  readers,  who  may  not 
know  the  creeper,  it  may  be  useful  to  state  here  that 
it  is  the  larva  of  the  t^tone  Fly{Perla  hicaudata) — 
a  large  hairy  insect  of  the  Neuroptera  order,  univer- 
sally known  as  the  May  Fly  in  North  Britain.  The 
full-grown  larvje  are  a  good  inch  in  length,  somewhat 
forbidding-looking  creatures,  dark  brown  above, 
and  more  or  less  yellow  beneath,  with  formidable- 
looking  heads,  and  divided,  protruding  tails,  more 
suggestive  of  young  dragon-flies  than  anything  else. 
They  may  be  found  in  abundance  under  stones,  in 
shallow  water,  in  most  gravelly  streams,  and  are 
an  excellent  bait  for  large  trout. 

I  spent  nearly  an  hour  in  gathering  three  or  four 
dozen  of  the  creepers,  and  then  walked  down  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards,  to  begin  upon  a  fine 
broken  bit  of  water  below  ;  for  it  is  rather  a  curious 
fact  that  with  this  bait  you  will  scarcely  catch  a 
fish,  except  in  roughish  streams,  or  where  the  water 
runs  against,  or  beneath,  the  bank.  I  started  well, 
getting  a  fish  of  nearly  a  pound  in  the  first  stream, 
quickly  followed  by  two  half-pounders,  and  one  or 
two  very  little  less  ;  and  presently,  on  dropping 
the  bait  in  behind  a  large  stone,  just  at  the  neck  of 
the  stream,  where  the  water  shallowed  out  to  my 
side,  there  was  a  big  swirl,  and,  as  I  .struck  him,  the 
fish  came  rushing  down  the  heavy  stream  past  me. 
taking  out  line  like  a  salmon.  1  thought  I  was  into 
something  really  extraordinary  at  first,  so  hard  did 
he  pull,  but  the  weight  of  water  behind  him  helped 
him,  no  doubt  ;  for,  judging  by  the  little  that  I 
afterwards  saw  of  him,  I  don't  think  the  fish  could 
have  been  more  than  a  pound  and  a  half,  or  there- 
abouts ;  but  just  when  I  had  got  him  into  quieter 
water,  and  was  beginning  to  feel  sure  of  him,  the 
hold  gave  way,  most  unaccountably,  and  getting  in 
the  hook  I  found  it  had  snapped  off  just  at  the  barb. 
Bad  luck  to  it  !  But  quickly  mounting  another 
hook,  I  went  on.  I  did  no  more,  however,  before 
reaching  the  deeper  water,  where  Johnny  had  started, 
and  as  it  was  of  no  use  wasting  time  over  that,  I 
cut  across  the  grass  to  the  top  of  the  bend.  Of 
course,  I  expected  Johnny  would  be  a  mile  ahead  by 
this  time,  as  I  had  given  him  a  good  start  on  purpose, 
so  that  the  water  might  have  recovered  a  little 
before  I  followed  him  over  it.  Judge,  then,  of  my 
surprise  when  I  came  suddenly  upon  him,  just  round 
the  next  bend.  He  was  standing,  half-naked,  behind 
a  rock,  and  the  alder  bush  near  him  looked  as  if 
somebody's  washing  had  been  hung  out  to  dry 
upon  it. 

"  Hello  !  old  chap,  whatever's  up  ?  Pity  to 
waste  time  bathing  just  now,  you  know,  just  when 
the  trout  are  taking  so  well.'" 

"  Oh,  bathing  be  blowed  !  "  he  snapped,  evidently 
in  no  very  social  frame  of  mind.  "  But  I'm  jolly 
well  damped,  I  can  tell  you.  Fact  is,  I  shpped  in 
off  one  of  those  confoundedly  slippery  stones  there, 
and  have  been  busy  trying  to  wring^myself  out  for 
the  last  half-hour  !  " 

Thp  situation  was  so  comical  that  I  could  for 
some  time  do  nothing  but  laugh,  a  laugh  in  which 

J  joined  heartily,  in  spite  of  his  sorry  phght; 

but  action  of  some  kind  was  clearly  necessary,  as 
the  wind  was  "  no  that  warm,"  and  it  is  no  joke 
going  about  all  day,  in  May,  clad  in  wet  under- 
flannels.  I  would  not  have  minded  it  so  much 
myself,  as  I  was  pretty  well  inured  to  wettings 

in  those  days,  but  J  was  not,  so  we  decided  that 

he  had  better  Avalk  on  to  Chirnside,  whither^  our 
baggage  had  been  sent,  and  get  a  change,  after 
which  he  could  fish  down  from  Allanton  Bridge,  and 
so  meet  me  later  on.  The  friendly  "  Waterloo  " 
was  only  some  two  or  three  miles  away,  through  the 

fields,  so  getting  into  his  wet  things  again,  J  set 

off  at  his  best  pace,  giving  me  a  parting  admonition 
to  "  'ware  blue  stancs."    And  the  warning  was  not 


Fig.  1. 

Mode  of' Spreading  Lines  bound  the  boat  in  Dab  ok  Flounder  Fishing. 
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untimely,  either,  for  the  walking  over  the  boulders 
hereabouts  is  very  precarious  in  places  ;  and  in 
wading,  when  you  cannot  see  the  stones,  it  is.  of 
course,  much  worse.  Tlie  native  rock  is  freestone, 
and  affords  capital  foothold,  but  there  are  many 
boulders  of  porphyry  and  basalt  about,  and  the 
latter,  especially,  are  often  as  smooth  as  glass,  and 
very  shppery.  So  much  is  this  the  case  that  the 
Blue  Stone  Ford,  a  short  distance  above  where  the 
accident  happened,  is  noted  for  being  a  treacherous 
rossing,  and  many  a  rider  has  got  a  ducking  there, 
tlirough  incautiously  allowing  his  horse  to  get  upon 
the  slippery  whinstones,  which  are  thickly  strewn 
along  one  side  of  the  ford. 

The  stones,  from  their  blue  colour,  have  given  a 
name  to  the  ford,  but  as  to  how  they  got  there 
accounts  differ.  Geologists  tell  us  that  they  have 
been  thither  borne  upon  icebergs,  "  during  theiage 
of  snow,  millions  of  years  ago  "  ;  and  the  same 
gentlemen,  with  callous  disregard  for  long-cherished 
traditions,  would  have  us  believe  that  the  numerous 
corrugations,  here  very  distinctly  \isible  upon 
many  of  the  freestone  slabs,  are  ripple-marks  left 
upon  the  sandy  beach  of  a  receding  lake,  ere  yet  the 
sand  had  been  consolidated  into  stone.  Legend, 
of,  we  might  almost  say,  coeval  date,  connects  these 
ripple-marks  with  the  mighty  struggles  of  the  gods, 
what  time  the  children  of  Ouarnos  and  Ge  were 
thrust  down  into  Tartarus,  and  left  the  marks  of 
the  disturbance  upon  the  very  stones.  While 
tradition  affirms  that  in  the  more  recent,  yet 
sufficiently  remote,  days  of  Border  reiving,  some 
former  Laird  of  Hutton,  or  Edington,  had  the  stones 
gathered  there  and  hidden  beneath  the  water,  as  an 
additional  means  of  defence  to  his  castle,  and  as  a 
trap  for  unwelcome  riders,  who  woidd  not  know 
how  to  pick  their  way  through  the  ford.  It  is  even 
hinted  that  the  marks  upon  the  stones  have  been 
worn  by  the  plunging  of  the  drowning  hosts,  who 
have  perished  in  the  deep  waters  below ;  and 
there  are  still  li\-ing  those  who  point  out  the  red 
oxide  stains,  upon  the  rocks,  as  blood  marks. 

Be  these  stories  as  they  may,  however,  the  same 
blue  boulders  now  afford  excellent  resting-places 
for  some  of  the  present  leviathans  of  the  stream, 
and  by  skilfully  guiding  your  creeper  down  the  strong 
water,  so  that  it  curls  round  behind  one  of  these 
stones,  the  chances  are  that  you  get  a  good  trout. 
I  managed  to  get  several  half,  and  three-quarter 
pounders,  on  the  present  occasion,  and,  a  little  above 
the  ford,  picked  up  another  fish  of  over  a  pound. 
Beyond  this,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  stilhsh  water, 
above  the  mill-dam  ;  and,  not  liking  to  miss  it,  as 
there  was  a  nice  curl  upon  it,  I  changed  my  creeper 
for  a  cast  of  flies,  putting  up  a  Greenwell's  Glory,  a 
white-tip,  and  a  yellow-body,  and  woodcock  wing  ; 
but  the  time  was  rather  wasted,  for  though  I  got  a 
few  fish,  they  were  much  smaller  than  those  that 
had  been  taking  the  creeper,  so  I  worked  up  pretty 
quickly,  and  changed  back  to  the  natural  bait,  as 
soon  as  the  broken  water  began  again.  Almost  at 
the  first  cast  with  this,  where  the  stream  ran 
deepish,  against  the  opposite  bank,  under  some 
rank  herbage,  I  hooked  and  landed  a  splendid  trout, 
of  16in.  ;  and  after  half-a-dozen  or  so  of  half,  and 
quarter-pounders,  I  got  another  of  nearly  a  pound, 
in  a  fine  stream,  just  below  the  White  Hall  banks. 
And  so,  with  varying  success,  I  went  on,  until  I 
met  Johnny,  fishing  his  way  down,  dry-clothed 
again,  and  in  his  right  mind. 

He  had  got  a  few  decent  fish,  and  a  good  many 
small  ones,  but  he  stared  when  he  looked  into  my 
basket,  which  was  already  half  full  of  real  beauties  ; 
but,  no  doubt,  it  was  the  bait  which  chiefly  accounted 
for  the  difference  in  size,  for  during  the  short  time 
I  tried  fly,  my  fish  did  not  average  more  than  his  ; 
but  with  creeper  you  nearly  always  catch  the  largest 
trout  in  the  stream.  This  I  partly  account  for 
from  the  fact  that,  for  the  most  part,  you  only  try 
the  best  places.  The  creeper  is  very  tender,  and  soon 
gets  used  up,  and  it  does  not  pay  to  go  fishing  here, 
there,  and  everywhere  with  it.  You  stalk  the  most 
likely  spots,  and  if  you  don't  get  a  fush,  move  on  at 
once  to  the  next  stream,  and  so  don't  give  the 
smaller  trout  a  chance  of  destroying  your  bait. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  you  fished  over  the  whole 
water,  as  you  do  with  fly,  you  would  get  plenty  of 
smaller  fish,  as  there  is  no  question  that  all  trout 
take  the  creeper  greedily,  when  they  can  get  it. 

Perhaps  the  most  deadly  time  for  creeper- fishing 
is  just  when  the  larvje  are  changing  to  the  winged 
stat^,  and  if  therejshould  "happen  to  be  a  slight 
freshet  in  the  river  at  this  time,  you  may  be  sure  of 
sport  with  it,  when  the  best  trout  can  hardly  be 
persusided'to  look  at  anjrthlng  else.    When  the 
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water  is  low  and  clear,  they  take  the  creeper  quite 
as  freely,  if  you  can  manage  to  get  it  to  them  without 
being  seen  yourself  ;  but  that  "  if  "  is  a  serious  one, 
and  wants  a  good  deal  of  negotiating.  A  small  spate 
when  the  larvae  are  changing  to  the  perfect  state, 
often  brings  them  down  the  stream  in  swarms,  and 
all  the  trout  are  then  on  the  look-out  for  them  ; 
but  a  heavier  flood  is  apt  to  carry  them  all  away, 
and  spoil  the  fishing  for  a  season. 

It  is  really  immaterial  whether  creepers,  or 
the  winged  insects  are  used,  as  except  that  the 
latter  have  wings,  they  differ  little  from  one  another 
in  appearance.  In  either  case,  many  people  like  to 
put  two  upon  the  hook  at  once,  but,  personally,  I 
think  that  one  of  either  is  sufficient ;  and  if  a  very 
small  piece  of  bristle  is  whipped  to  the  shank,  it 
will  prevent  the  insect  from  slipping  down,  and 
keep  the  hook  much  better  concealed.  Some 
people  also  prefer  to  use  a  double-hook,  sticking  the 
upper  one  through  the  thorax  of  the  insect,  to  hold 
it  in  position,  but  this  always  seems  to  be  a  clumsy 
sort  of  bait ;  and  where'this  method  is  followed,  the 
shank  of  the  upper  hook  must  always  be  uncovered, 
and  the  bristle  quite  obviates  the  necessity  for  the 
second  hook.  However,  every  man  to  his  taste  ; 
there  are  plenty  of  good  fishermen,  who  always  use 
the  double-hook  and  two  insects,  and  who  kill  large 
baskets  in  that  way  ;  and  it  would  not  do  if  all  our 
tastes  were  alike,  in  fishing,  any  more  than  in  other 
things. 

Of  course,  after  seeing  my  basket,  J  was 

anxious  to  try  creeper,  so  I  gave  him  the  few  I  had 
left,  and  gathered  some  more  from  the  gravel,  while 
he  went  on  fishing.  We  kept  together  after  this, 
taking  stream  and  stream  about,  but  he  had  not 
had  much  practice  in  this  kind  of  fishing,  and  a 
creeper  is  very  tender,  and  wants  verycareful  casting. 
In  fact,  it  will  not  stand  casting,  strictly  speaking, 
at  all,  but  must  be  pitched,  or  swung,  under-hand, 
for  the  most  part. 

The  Blackadder  flows  into  the  Whitadder,  just 
above  Allanton  Bridge,  and  above  that  there  is  a 
large  mill-race,  which  takes  a  good  deal  of  the  water 
from  the  main  stream,  but  there  are  some  fine 
streams  upon  it,  for  all  that,  and  we  managed, 
between  us,  to  pick  up  a  few  more  good  fish,  before 
reaching  the  still  water  above  the  cauld  at  Ninewells 
House,  and  here,  as  it  was  getting  latish,  we  decided 
to  knock  off — well  pleased  with  our  day,  and 
looking  forward  with  hope  to  the  morrow. 

Lichen  Geey. 
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first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebal  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
rather  low  and  bright,  and  the  cold  nights  have 
put  the  trout  down.  Very  few  fish  have  been 
caught,  and  until  there  is  an  improvement  in  the 
weather  very  few  anglers  are  likely  to  be  on  the 
river.  At  Old  Windsor,  Mr.  Haynes  has  landed  a 
trout  of  4ilb.  It  is  reported  that  a  number  of  the 
young  salmon  turned  down  by  the  Salmon  Associa- 
tion have  not  moved  far  from  the  weir-pool  at 
Teddington,  for  within  the  last  few  days  several 
have  been  seen  in  the  shallows  there.  These 
salmon  probably  belong  to  those  turned  in  during 
the  last  few  months.  Altogether,  many  thousands 
of  salmon  have  been  placed  in  the  Thames  by  the 
association  —  at  Teddington,  Windsor,  Taplow, 
Maidenhead,  and  other  parts  of  the  river ;  and  in 


obedience  to  their  natural  instinct  a  number  of  the 
fish  must  have  made  an  attempt  to  reach  salt 
water.  The  Salmon  Association  is  placing  young 
salmon  in  several  of  the  tributaries  of  the^.Thames, 
as  well  as  in  the  parent  river.  It  has  turned  down 
12,000  healthy  parr  since  September,  1905.  Of 
this  number  1 109  were  liberated  in  the  Colne,  at 
Denham,  near  Uxbridgo,  and  1200  were  set  free  in 
the  Hog's  Mill  Stream  at  Ewel),  Surrey.  On 
March  13,  1644  went  to  the  Thames  at  Hedsor,  and 
on  March  14  and  following  day,  .5114  young  salmon 
were  introduced  to  the  weir-pool  at  Teddington, 
where,  on  March  26,  1109  further  fish  were  turned 
down.  Since  then  over  a  thousand  salmon  have 
been  taken  to  Lord  Boston's  water  on  the  Thames 
at  Hedsor,  where  his  lordship  has  placed  a  grating 
across  his  private  stream,  with  a  view  of  keeping 
this  last  lot  under  observation  for  a  time  in  natural 
circumstances. — F.  IL  Amphlkxt. 

Tliames  (Henley). — The  water  is  running  very 
clear  and  some  rain  is  needed.  One  or  two  trout 
fishers  have  been  out,  but  little  has  been  done. 
More  of  the  marked  trout  have  been  caught,  and 
are  said  to  be  getting  quite  tame  and  like  being 
caught,  because  they  know  when  the  angler  sees 
the  small  silver  tablet  they  will  be  returned  to  the 
water.  Mr.  Ifold  kas  taken  a  trout  of  71b.  from  the 
river  Kennet  near  Reading. — Stanley  Mead. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Oloncestersliire). — A  few  brace 
of  trout  have  been  killed,  but  sport  generally  has 
not  been  up  to  the  average  owing  to  the  north-east 
wind  which  prevails.  A  good  warm  rain  would  be 
very  acceptable  and  greatly  improve  the  river  as! it 
is  running  very  bright,  causing  one  to  use  the  very 
finest  tackle,  and  many  a  fine  trout  escapes.  Hackle 
flies  are  in  great  demand. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Angling  during 
the  past  week  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  the  cold  winds  and  to  the  low  state  of 
the  water,  which  is  very  fine.  Mr.  E.  Distin  has 
had  a  dozen  and  a  half,  and  Mr.  Full  a  dozen  nice 
fish,  whilst  Mr.  F.  G.  Champenowne,  fishing  at  the 
weir  from  a  boat,  creeled  a  couple  of  brace 
of  nice  trout.  At  the  weir  on  Monday,  April  23, 
nine  salmon  were  landed.  Anglers  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  that  an  agreement  has  been  arrived  at 
between  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  and  the 
Angling  Association  (who  own  the  WeLr  Fishery), 
whereby  a  certain  proportion  of  the  salmon  caught 
in  .the  nets  will  be  placed  above  the  weir  for  the 
sport  of  the  rods.  This  is  exceedingly  satis- 
factory, as  is  the  fact  that  2500  trout  have 
been  placed  in  the  East  and  West  Dart.  Fishermen 
are  asked  not  to  fish  between  two  points  at  Muddy 
Lake  where  the  young  fish  were  released.  The 
Conservators  have  appointed  a  council  to  report  on 
the  desirability  of  establishing  a  fish  hatchery  on 
the  Dart  and  also  a  suitable  site  for  it. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — On  the  Okement,Torridge, 
and  Lew,  salmon  fishing  has  been  very  poor,  whilst 
trout  fishing  has  been  little  better.  One  angler  had 
a  couple  of  dozen.  The  cold  winds  have  very  much 
affected  sport  on  the  Carey,  and  baskets  of  a  dozen 
have  been  about  the  average.  In  anticipation  of 
increased  revenue  from  trout  licences  this  year,  the 
Exe  Conservators  have  placed  3900  trout,  at  a  cost 
of  £52,  in  the  river.  The  Conservators  intend  to 
co-operate  with  the  county  council  in  any  steps  they 
take  to  establish  a  fish  hatchery. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — The  exceptional  cold 
winds  and  low  state  of  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries 
have  put  a  stop  to  nearly  all  fishing,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  trout  very  little  has  been  done. 
The  general  improvement  of  our  fishing  in  Devon 
is,  however,  receiving  very  marked  attention  from 
the  Conservators  and  all  concerned.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Exe  Conservators  was  held  at  the 
Castle  of  Exeter  last  week,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  G.  C.  Daniels,  who  was  re-elected  chairman. 
The  clerk  reported  that  in  anticipation  of  the 
increased  revenue  to  be  derived  from  trout  licences 
this  year,  various  parts  of  the  river  had  been  re- 
stocked with  a  total  of  3000  trout  at  a  cost  of  £53. 
Sea  fishing  at  Exmouth  is  poor,  with  the  exception 
of  some  fine  pollack. — Red  Palmee. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (Nortli  Wales). — The  weather 
has  again  become  very  cold,  and  there  has  been  a 
little  snow  now  and  again  during  the  week.  Rain 
is  still  needed  very  badly.  The  fishing  has  been 
good,  and  the  condition  of  the  fish  has  improve*l 
very  much.  On  April  18,  Dr.  Fenton  killed  fifteen, 
Messrs.  Donaldson  and  Wise  fourteen,  and  Messrs. 
Malpass  and  Newland  six  each.  On  April  19,  Dr. 
Fenton  killed  twelve,  Mr.  Newland  the  same 
number,  Mr.  Malpass  six,  and  Mr.  Wilson  five. 
On  April  20,  Mr.  Malpass  had  nineteen  fish  ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  nine  ;  Dr.  Fenton,  eight ;  Messrs.  Donald- 
son and  Wise,  eleven  ;  and  Mr.  Watson,  three.  On 
April  21,  it  was  very  stormy  and  cold,  and  only  two 
boats  were  out.  Mr.  Malpass  brought  in  nine  fish, 
and  Mr.  Donaldson,  seven.  On  April  23,  there  was 
a  snow  storm,  and  only  ten  fish  were  killed,  all  by 
Mr.  Malpass.     On  April  24,  Mr.  Malpass  killed 
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twenty-four  fish.'of  which  twenty-two  were  on  fly. 
Rev.  Cheshire  had  two,  and  Mr.  Moore  three. — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  Beane,  Stort, 
Rib,  and  Mimram  all  continue  low  and  clear  and 
much  in  want  of  rain,  particularly  as  trout  fishing 
begins  on  Tuesday  next  (May  1).  In  the  Lea 
between  Ware  and  Hertford  several  trout  have  been 
seen  rising,  but  the  weather  has  kept  most  of  the 
fish  in  the  deeps.  A  number  of  trout  have  been 
caught  by  the  water  bailiff  (Mr.  Farrow)  in  the 
Hertford  Swimming  Bath,  which  is  connected  with 
the  river,  while  it  was  being  cleaned  out,  and  re- 
placed in  the  Beane. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugfg^  and  Arrow  (teominstery,— Both  streams 
are  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  some  nice  warm 
weather  is  wanted  before  there  will  be  any  good 
sport  to  be  had.  A  few  trout  were  taken  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in 
order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigrli  Salterton). — For  the  past 
week  fishing  has  been  practically  nil.  The  river 
has  been  low  and  slimy,  sharp  frosts  every  night, 
and  bitter  northerly  winds  with  bright  sunshine 
every  day.  The  stream  has  been  almost  deserted 
by  anglers.  The  wished-for  rain  has  now  set  in, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  ft  good  deal  more  of 
it. — Hekon. 

Plymouth.. — We  have  had  a  few  showers,  but 
not  enough,  I  am  afraid,  to  benefit  the  rivers  very 
much.  In  spite  of  the  clearness  of  the  Dart  some 
very  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught,  also 
the  Tavy  below  Tavistock  has  accounted  for  some 
very  nice  fish,  several  over  21b.  having  been  landed. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Gribble,  jun.,  while  fishing  on  the  Fowey 
on  Monday,  landed  a  very  nice  salmon,  weighing 
151b.  He  was  only  using  a  trout  rod  as  he  was 
trout  fishing.  The  fish  was  in  prime  condition, 
and  gave  him  an  exciting  time  landing  it.  With 
regard  to  my  announcement  last  week  the  fish  was 
undoubtedly  a  rainbow  trout ;  it  was  caught  on 
April  4,  was  a  male  fish  full  of  milt,  weighed  8Joz., 
and  was  11  Jin.  long. — William  Heabder. 

Teme  (Ziudlow). — The  Teme  is  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  Rain,  snow,  and  hail  have  been  had  this 
week,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  At  the  end 
of  last  week  several  rods  were  on  the  water  and 
used  fly  and  worm.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Bivers. — The  cold  weather  has  checked  angling 
with  fly  to  a  great  extent.  Mr.  Simpson  had  a  nice 
catch  of  trout  on  the  Tyne  at  Wylam  with  maggot. 
Mr.  Newton  during  the  past  week  has  had  some 
nice  takes  of  trout  on  the  Coquet  at  Felton.  I 
heard  of  a  good  catch  by  a  local  angler  with  worm. 
Whittle  Dene  lakes  continue  to  do  well.  Some 
good  creels  of  trout  are  reported,  all  with  fly.  Bait 
fishing  opens  on  May  15.  Mr.  Currie  and  two  friends 
had  a  couple  of  days  on  the  Whitadder,  killing  over 
200  trout. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  remains  in  an  extremely 
low  condition,  and  the  outlook  for  the  salmon 
angler  for  the  month  of  May,  which  is  considered 
the  best  on  the  Usk,  is  very  serious.  The  weather 
is  I  still  cold,  and  snow  was  easily  discernible 
upon  the  Abergavenny  mountains  on  Wednesday 
morning.  Until  there  is  a  decided  change  in  the 
weather,  and  a  good  downpour  of  rain  to  raise  the 
river,  there  is  little  chance  of  anything  approaching 
good  sport.  On  April  18.  Mr.  H.  Humphreys  killed 
a  salmon  of  231b.  in  the  Pencarreg,  and  on  April  19 
Mr.  Mordaunt  landed  one  of  21  lb.  in  the  Lower 
Crows.  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards,  of  the  Priory,  Usk, 
killed  five  salmon  on  the  Wye  last  week,  three  of 
which  weighed  281b.,  24lb.,  and  21  lb.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  low  and  clear,  and  in  capital  order  for  the  fly,  but 
the  weather  is  so  very  cold  that  it  is  almost  useless 
to  try  with  the  fly.  Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  those  who  have  have  returned  with  light  creels, 
as  there  is  a  strong  east  wind  blowing.  On  Tuesday 
morning,  April  24,  there  was  over  four  inches  of 
snow  on  the  Derbyshire  hills,  and  on  the  low  lands 
over  an  inch,  and  ice  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick. 
Several  anglers  have  fished  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  in  Matlock 
Dale,  and  have  taken  an  odd  trout  or  two  with 
minnow  and  worm. — Dotterel. 
<»  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  all  our  Yorkshire 
streams  have  been  running  low  and  clear.  I  had  a 
couple  of  hours'  fishing  in  the  Yore  on  April  24,  and 
caught  two  brace  of  nice  trout.  In  the  lower 
reaches  very  few  anglers  have  been  out  owing  to 
the  cold  winds  which  prevail  at  Masham,  Tanfield 
and  Ripon.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  some- 
what slow.  The  Wharfe  is  remarkably  low  and 
clear  ;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  upper 
reaches  during  the  last  week.  The  lower  roaches  of 
the  Wharfe  have  been  poorly  patronised.  The  Nidd 
is  running  low  and  clear.  I  have  a  letter  from  the 
Knare.'jborough  Joiat  Anglers,  asking  me  to  tell 


anglers  the  charges  for  fishing  their  water,  which 
are  as  follows : — For  fishing  one  day.  Is.  6d.,  two 
days, 23.  Gd.,  three  days,  4s.,  or  10s.  6d.  the  season; 
no  more  than  three  days  a  week  are  allowed  for 
fi.shing  this  water.  Tickets  can  be  had  from  Mr. 
Hall,  Market-place;  Mr.  Howard,  Kirk  gate ;  Mr. 
Broadlev  Crown  Hotel ;  Mr.  Graham,  Commercial 
Hotel ;  Mr.  Mathews,  Little  Elephant  Hotel ;  Mr. 
Bramley,  Gracious-street,  Knaresborough. — John 

E.  MtLLEd. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — On  April  17,  fishing  the 
Home  Beat  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  H.  G. 
Tennant,  M.P.,  and  Mrs.  Tennant  landed  three 
salmon  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  On  April  19,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tennant  had  three  salmon  of  (ijlb.,  S^b.,  and 
9lb.  On  April  20,  Mrs.  Tennant  had  a  salmon  of 
101b.,  and  on  the  21st  a  couple  of  sea-trout  weighing 
1  lb.  each.  In  the  tidal  waters  some  heavy  baskets 
of  sea-trout  were  had  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
week  by  anglers  from  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie 
Brae.  The  rise  in  the  water  has  brought  up  a  run 
of  nice,  fresh,  well-conditioned  sea-trout,  running 
from  1  lb.  up  to  21b.  6oz.  Conon. — On  the  Conon 
last  week  four  salmon  were  landed  by  anglers  on 
the  middle  and  upper  reaches,  the  weights  being 
O  Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  9^1b.  The  river  is  now  in  good 
condition,  but  fish  not  plentiful. — A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — A  few  sea- trout  have 
been  got  in  the  stake-nets  in  the  Solway  Firth. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk  with  fly, 
Mr.  G.  M.  Little  caught  twenty-two  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow  creeled  thirty-five,  sixteen,  and 
twelve  at  three  fishings  with  fly.  Mr.  W.  Jackson, 
Langholm,  has  had  daily  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  Reed,  Arthuret, 
had  a  small  salmon  in  the  Nethorby  reserved  water ^ 
and  Mr.  Cairns  landed  one  of  9lb.  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  W.  Whetherston,  Lang- 
holm, fishing  with  fly,  basketed  ten  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Clerk,  nine;  Mr.  R.  Jackson,  three;  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Graham,  nine.  Fishing  in  Upper  Esk, 
Mr.  Gallon  caught  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  with 
fly.  Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow  had  a  fine  basket  of  yellow 
trout  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  a  few 
catches  have  been  made  in  Lower  Liddle  below 
Penton  Linns. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Rosa,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  On 
April  13,  Mr.  C.  W.  Fossbury  had  an  8lb.  salmon 
on  Invercharron  water,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Oakley  one 
of  lOlb.  on  Braelangwell  water.  On  April  14,  Mr. 
Fossbury  landed  a  10-pounder.  On  April  17,  Mr. 
Oakley  caught  a  salmon  of  111b.,  Miss  Oakley  one 
of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Fossbury  an  8-pounder.  On 
April  19  Mr.  Oakley  landed  a  clean-run  beauty  of 
161b.  On  April  20,  Mr.  Fo.ssbury,  on  Invercharron 
water,  had  two  salmon  of  121b.  and  81b.,  and  on 
April  21  one  of  81b.  On  Monday  Mr.  Oakley  caught 
one  of  121b.  on  Braelangwell.  Only  three  salmon 
as  yet  got  on  Gruinard's  water,  and  total  on  the 
river  to  April  23  twenty-seven  salmon,  2541b. — B. 

Cassley,  Bosehall  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — On 
April  17,  Mr.  W.  Ewing  Gilmour  and  party  at 
Rosehall  House  landed  eight  salmon  on  the  lower 
reaches.  On  April  18  two  salmon  were  landed, 
and  on  the  19th  one.  Latterly  the  river  got  low. 
Weather  cold  and  boisterous. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffishire). — During  the  past  week 
a  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen,  and  there  were  also 
hours  of  sunshine.  Of  late,  however,  the  weather 
has  proved  pretty  cold,  showers  of  snow  falling  at 
intervals,  and  generally  frost  at  night  and  early 
morning.  Notwithstanding,  there  is  an  improve- 
ment in  the  rod  and  net  fishing.  The  river  Deveron 
is  in  capital  condition,  and  a  fair  run  of  fish.  For 
the  past  week  the  fishermen  on  the  river  have 
netted  a  goodly  number  of  both  salmon  and  sea- 
trout.  On  the  coast  there  has  been  also  a  marked 
improvement  at  the  various  stations. — H.  W. 

Eyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Very  poor  sport  in  sea-trout  angling  as  yet,  but  the 
net  fishings  are  improving,  especially  on  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie's  Skibo  nettings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch 
Firth  and  on  the  Balnagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle, 
while  Mr.  A.  Anderson's  Invercharron  fishings  have 
shown  a  decrease.  During  the  past  week  it  is 
estimated  that  from  all  the  above  fishings  combined 
upwards  of  6cwt.  of  salmon  have  been  consigned  to 
Billingsgate. — B. 

Loch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  bitterly  cold,  and  frosty  at 
nights,  with  several  days  of  boisterous  winds,  which 
has  kept  anglers  from  going  out  in  such  numbers 
as  the  encouraging  sport  obtained  earlier  would 
have  led  one  to  expect.  When  at  all  favourable, 
fish  have  been  rising  well,  but  for  a  day  or  two 
the  rise  has  been  of  short  duration.  Rain  with 
milder  conditions  should  result  in  some  heavy 
catches,  as  fish  have  not  been  offering  so  well  here 
for  years.  Fourteen  members  of  the  Perth  Club 
creeled  with  fly  fifty-seven  trout,  371b.  12oz.  The 
first  prize  was  gained  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Mallooh  with  a 


catch  of  twelve  trout,  81b.  8oz.  The  heaviest  trout 
was  captured  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Smith  and  weighed 
lib.  15oz.  The  first  prize  at  the  Pollokshields 
Club  competition,  which  competed  in  very  stormy 
weather,  was  secured  by  Mr.  M.  A.  Mason  with  five 
trout.  41b.  ISoz. ;  Mr.  A.  McKinlay  was  first  at  the 
Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club  competition  with  two 
trout,  1  lb.  14oz.  Very  few  private  anglers  were 
out.  Mr.  W.  McKinnon,  Pitmilly,  Bowhills,  and 
Mr.  J.  L.  A.  Macdonald.  St.  Andrews,  had  thirteen 
trout,  131b.;  Canon  Holder,  •  Dundee,  seventeen 
trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Dickson,  Edinburgh,  ton  trout, 
9lb. ;  Mr.  W.  D.  Powles,  London,  three  trgut,  41b. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — On  April  10, 
Mr.  Godfrey  Power,  London,  killed  a  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  Mr.  David  V.  J.  Reid,  Pollokshields,  one 
of  2  Ub.  On  April  20,  Mr.  Godfrey  Power  had  three 
salmon,  19lb  ,  18^1b.,  and  13Jlb.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — On  April  11,  Mr. 
H.  Heath,  London,  landed  a  salmon  171b.  On 
April  13,  Sir  David  Richmond,  Glasgow,  one  of 
171b. ;  Mr.  Graves,  Glasgow,  one  of  151b.  On  April 
14,  Mr.  Tonge,  Grimsby,  two  of  221b.  and  161b.  ; 
Mr.  Graves,  one  of  181b.  On  April  16,  Sir  David 
Richmond,  one  of  191b.  On  April  17,  Mr.  Tonge, 
one  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Heath,  one  of  21  lb.  On  April  19, 
Mr.  Mappin,  Sheffield,  one  of  18lb.  On  April  24, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one  of  16lb.  ;  Mr.  Scott, 
fifteen  trout,  S^lb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  April  18.  Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  Fortingall, 
had  a  salmon  of  161b.  ;  on  April  19,  Col.  Simmonds, 
London,  had  one  of  161b.  ;  on  April  21,  Mr  H.  J. 
Wright,  Kent,  one  of  201b.  ;  and  Col.  Simmonds 
another  of  lOJlb.  On  April  23,  Col.  Strachan, 
Cheltenham,  had  one  of  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Ballanco,  London,  one  of  15Jlb.,  and  Mr.  H. 
Wallace-Smith,  Edinburgh,  two  of  16lb.  and 
131b.  On  April  24,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wright  one  of  141b. 
During  the  past  week  very  good  sport  has  been 
obtained ;  the  fish  are  now  rising  well  to  the  fly, 
Messrs.  A.  W.  Ballance  and  H.  Wallace-Smith's  fish, 
killed  on  April  23,  being  taken  with  fly.  Some  very 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken.  On  April  13, 
Mr.  James  Simpson,  Glasgow,  had  six  trout,  on  the 
14th  he  had  seven  trout,  on  the  Kith  he  had  seven 
trout,  and  on  the  17th,  seven,  weighing  4Jlb. ;  while 
Mr.  Graham  Munro,  Edinburgh,  had  ten  trout,  one 
weighing  IJlb.  ;  on  the  18th,  Mr.  H.  Wallace-Smith 
had  sixteen  trout  weighing  8 Jib.,  one  weighing  2 Jib.; 
and  Mr.  Haggart  had  six,  one  weighing  l|lb.,  on 
the  19th  Mr.  Wallace-Smith  had  two,  weighing  221b. 
— R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Sport  has  been 
exceedingly  poor.  The  river  is  low  and  clear  and 
too  full  of  ice-cold  water.  On  the  higher  reaches  a 
few  fish  are  being  got.  Mr.  Basset  had  one  on 
April  20  on  the  Fife  Arms  water  scaling  101b.,  while 
Mr.  Tyningham  had  two  on  the  Lower  Invercauld 
reach.  Little  or  nothing  has  been  got  on  the 
Balmoral  and  Ballater  sections,  but  the  Aboyne 
and  Kincardine  reaches  yielded  one  or  two  to  the 
different  rods  during  the  week.  The  Messrs.  Benson 
had  three  on  Desswood,  Miss  Pickering  one  of  81b. 
on  the  Lodge,  and  Sir  H.  Ripley  one  on  Borrow- 
stone  waters.  On  the  Ballogie  and  Commonty 
sections  Captain  Fitzwilliam  and  party  are  having 
occasional  sport,  while  the  Hon.  Douglas  Penrhyn 
had  one  or  two  on  the  Cairnton  section-  On  the 
Park  water  Mr.  H.  de  Paravicini  had  a  beauty 
of  lOlb.  on  Monday.  On  the  Blairs  section  Mr. 
Littlejohn  had  some  good  finnock  last  week,  while 
an  occasional  salmon  has  been  creeled  by  the  rods 
on  the  Hydro,  Kingcaussie,  and  adjoining  sections. 
The  tidal  anglers  are  doing  little  or  nothing. 
Salmon  supplies  are  now  better  than  they  have 
been  for  weeks  back,  and  one  or  two  grilse  are 
making  a  first  appearance  on  the  slabs.  They 
are  from  2Jlb.  to  2Jlb.  in  weight.  Don. — On  the 
Fintry  House  water  Lord  Sempil  had  a  nice  fish  of 
101b.  on  April  20,  and  one  or  two  others  have  been 
got  on  the  adjoining  sections.  Some  fair  trout 
have  been  creeled,  but  nothing  to  what  the  season 
should  be  yielding  at  this  time.  Ythan. — On  the 
Methlick  waters  (Lord  Aberdeen's),  on  Saturday 
last,  Mr.  G.  Davidson,  M.A.,  creeled  over  four  dozen 
nice  trout.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  waters,  Mr. 
McEwan,  Moffat,  and  others  are  getting  good 
sport,  the  rough  weather  being  favourable  to  this 
small  stream. — G.  M. 

Oykell,  Oykelbridge  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Mr. 
H.  H.  Ward,  Wolverhampton,  fishing  from  the 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  has  had  the  following  sport 
to  his  own  rod :— On  March  20,  one  salmon,  71b., 
on  Rock  Pool ;  on  March  22,  a  9-pounder.  on 
Washerwoman's  Pool,  and  one  of  r21b.  on  Rock 
Pool;  on  March  28,  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  Rock 
Pool ;  on  March  29,  ooe  of  71b.  on  Langwell  Pool, 
and  two  of  61b.  and  lOlb.  on  Rock  Pool ;  on 
March  30,  a  fine  fish,  weighing  191b.,  on  Narrows; 
on  March  31,  a  9-pounder,  on  Stone  Pool;  on 
April  3  he  landed  two  salmon,  weighing  81b.  and 
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lOlb.,  on  Rock  Pool ;  on  April  6,  an  8-pounder,  on 
Langwell  Pool ;  on  April  13,  one  of  101b.,  on  Lang- 
well  Pool ;  on  April  14,  a  9-pounder,  on  Rock  Pool; 
and  on  April  17,  on  same  cast,  he  landed  two,  one 
of  which  was  a  handsome  fish  weighing  24:1b.,  and 
the  other  81b.  Since  then  weather  very  severe — 
hills  deeply  coated  with  snow,  and  occasionally 
ground  white  to  the  water's  edge. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Since  last  reported,  the 
following  sport  has  been  got :  On  April  3,  Mr. 
Ridley,  one  salmon,  r21b.  On  April  4,  Mr.  Farrer, 
one,  21  lb.  On  April  5,  Mrs.  Farrer,  one,  201b.; 
and  Mr.  Ridley  an  8-pounder.  On  April  10,  Mr. 
Farrer,  one  salmon,  121b.  On  April  12,  Mr.  Ridley 
an  8-pounder;  and  Mr.  Farrer,  one,  of  131b.  On 
April  13,  Mr.  Ridley  landed  a  splendid  fish,  which 
weighed  23^1b.  On  April  14,  Mr.  Farrer  had 
another  good  one,  weighing  171b.  On  April  19,  Mr. 
Johnson  caught  a  9-pounder.  On  April  20,  Mr. 
Evens  landed  one  of  101b.  On  April  21,  Mr.  Evens 
grassed  a  capital  salmon  weighing  21  lb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  one,  9lb.  On  Monday,  this  week.  Miss 
Evens  had  a  fine  salmon  of  131b.  Wintry  weather, 
but  river  in  fair  order. — B. 

South,  of  Scotland. —  Only  a  shower  or  two  has 
fallen.  The  Annan  is  down  at  a  summer  level. 
Anglers  are  getting  a  few  trout  with  fly.  Mr. 
James  Dixon  had  several  on  April  20  in  the  tidal 
reaches.  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  six  yellow  trout 
on  April  21.  Capt.  Ewart  landed  ten  during  .the 
week.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  caught  one  of  fib.  in 
the  Brewery  Stream  with  fly,  Mr.  James  Loudon 
one  of  fully  1  lb.  with  spider  fly.  Mr.  W.  Thom- 
son had  two  or  three  hum  trout  on  April  20. 
In  the  higher  waters,  Mr.  Johnstone  took  about  a 
dozen  yellow  trout,  none  over  ^Ib.,  on  April  21. 
Mr.  Waters  had  a  similar  basket.  Dumfries  Nith. 
— Local  anglers  fishing  the  Mid-Nithsdale  stretches 
below  Thornhill,  have  been  getting  a  few  yellow 
trout.  The  tributaries  are  extremely  low  and  clear, 
and  there  is  nothing  doing  on  the  Cluden  and  Cairn. 
The  Galloway  District. — The  rivers  are  giving 
little  or  no  sport,  but  a  number  of  rods  have  been 
doing  fairly  well  on  the  lochs  among  yellow  trout. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Some  good 
sport  has  fallen  to  the  rods  on  Loch  Doon  of  Dal- 
mellington.  Mr.  Lauchlan  landed  twenty-seven 
trout  with  fly.  Mr.  W.  White  had  six,  and  Mr.  J. 
Kidd  three.  Sixteen  anglers  were  out  from  the 
Eglinton  Hotel  on  April  21,  and  caught  ninety-two 
trout,  the  average  weight  being  three  to  the  pound. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  weather  is  still  un- 
favourable for  really  successful  sport,  more  snow 
having  fallen,  with  a  keen  frost  in  some  parts.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  (Permanent 
Scotch  Secretary  have  been  fishing  the  Castle  Grant 
waters.  On  Thursday,  April  19,  Miss  McLeod  had 
two  fine  fish  of  51b.  and  101b.  respectively.  From 
the  Knockando  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Hankey 
landed  one  of  81b.,  and  on  Friday,  one  of  71b.  ;  and 
from  the  Laggan  water  (Colonel  Smith's),  on  Wed- 
nesday, Mr.  H.  Cummings  had  one  of  131b.,  and  on 
Thursday,  one  of  5lb.  ;  while  from  the  Easter  Elchies 
water,  on  Monday,  Dr.  Rowellshadoneof  71b.  ;  and 
on  Thursday,  Mr.  Edward,  of  Sanquhar,  and  party 
had  three  salmon,  of  101b.,  8 Jib.,  and  71b.  respec- 
tively. On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  killed  one  of  81b. ;  and 
on  the  Arndilly  water,  on  Thursday,  Colonel 
Baldock  killed  three,  of  91b.,  8lb.,  and  81b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport 
reported  for  week  ending  April  24.  Upper  Grand- 
TULLY. — Mr.  C.  D.  Twopeny,  fishing  with  Capt. 
J.  H.  Baldwin,  killed  one  fish,  201b.,  on  April  19. 
Dalguise. — Fi-shing  this  beat  on  April  20,  Mr. 
Hugh  Mitchell,  Pitlochry,  caught  a  fine  fish  of  181b. 
MuBTHLY  Castle. — Mr.  W.  A.  Dewhurst  caught 
one  fish,  71b.  on  April  18,  one  of  141b.  on  April  23, 
and  another  of  131b.  on  April  24.  While  the 
Hon.  D.  H.  Cairns  had  two  of  14lb.  and  91b. 
on  April  18,  and  Capt.  Home  Grahame,  Stir- 
ling, two  of  21  lb.  and  81b.  on  April  19. 
Delvine. — Fishing  this  water  on  April  17,  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw  grassed  two  fish,  181b.  and  161b., 
and  Mr.  James  Whitelaw,  two,  201b.  and  101b. ; 
while  Mrs.  James  Whitelaw  captured  one  of  201b. 
on  April  19.  Islamouth. — The  Duchess  of  Bedford 
killed  one  fish,  151b.,  on  April  18,  one,  1.51b.,  on 
April  20,  and  another  new  run  fi.sh  of  14lb.  on 
April  23 ;  while  on  Stobhall  water  her  Grace 
captured  one  fish,  191b.,  on  April  19,  and  one  of 
131b.  on  April  20.  Stanley.— Fishing  the  Lower 
Beat  on  April  18,  Mr.  M.  E.  Sanderson  caught  two 
salmon,  of  201b.  and  I5lb.,  and  another  of  201b.  on 
April  19.  River  Tcmmel. — Fishing  the  Faskally 
stretch  of  this  water,  Mr.  N.  McDonald  killed  one 
fish,  I'jjlb.,  on  April  20,  and  another  of  lOilb.  on 
April  23.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — After  another  week  of 
very  dry  weather  a  small  spate,  or,  rather,  rise  of 
about  ten  inches,  came  between  April  21  and  23, 
and  fish  were  seen  to  be  running,  but  weather 


still  remains  very  cold,  with  a  good  lot  of  snow, 
which  keeps  the  fish  from  taking  freely.  The 
following  is  the  sport  since  last  report :  —  Locu 
More. — Mr.  Grotrian,  one  fish,  8lb.,  and  Mr. 
Crocker,  gne  fish,  IGlb.,  on  April  17.  Mr.  Cross,  on 
Mr.  Greg's  rod,  one,  71b.,  on  April  19,  and  Mr. 
Milburn,  two  of  221b.  and  151b.,  on  April  20.  Loch 
Beg. — Mr.  Pople,  one  fish,  141b.,  on  April  18. 
No.  8  River  Beat. — Mr.  Crocker,  two  fish,  211b. 
and  81b.,  on  April  18,  and  Major  George,  one,  91b  , 
on  April  23.  No.  7  Beat. — Mr.  Greg,  one,  71b.,  on 
April  21,  and  Mr.  Grossman,  one,  101b.,  on  April  23. 
No.  6  Beat. —  Mr.  Milburn,  three,  101b.,  81b.,  and 
7Jlb.,  on  April  23.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — The  Maine,  Black - 
water,  Ballinderry,  Moyola  and  the  other  streams 
that  discharge  into  the  lake  were  running  low  and 
clear  during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  anglers 
who  used  fine  casts  and  small  Blue  Duns,  Olive 
Quills,  and  Sooty  Olives  obtained  catches  of  trout 
on  the  deep  sections.  More  recently  heavy  rains 
fell  over  the  watersheds  of  these  rivers,  after  which 
they  came  down  in  bankful  flood  and  continue 
discoloured.  The  main  river  rose  four  inches,  but 
all  its  reaches  continue  in  order  and  trout  are  rising 
freely  to  the  fly  on  the  shallow  stretches.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Simpson  caught  twenty-four  trout  weighing 
18 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Mclntyre  ten  weighing  8 Jib., 
at  Portglenone.  Spring  salmon  continue  coming 
in  and  are  passing  over  the  weir  at  Caronroe  and 
distributing  themselves  over  the  Kilrea  and  Port- 
glenone sections,  a  proportion  running  on  to  Lough 
Neagh. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Eillamey. — Sport  has  fallen  off  very  much  owing 
to  unfavourable  weather.  Rain  is  badly  needed. — 
T.  J.  D. 

IiOUifh  Arrow  (Boyle) — Since  last  report  Mr.  R. 
St.  G.  Robinson  and,  Col.  Robinson  had  some  good 
sport  on  Arrow,  one  day  getting  thirteen  fish.  L. 
Balliotini's  catch  up'  to  date  this  season  is:  Feb.  4, 
four  trout,  11  lb. ;  Feb.  6,  two,  71b.  ;  Feb.  11,  nine, 
21Jlb.  ;  Feb.  18.  eleven,  221b.  ;  Feb.  25,  two,  8Jlb.  ; 
March  1,  three,  4Jlb.  ;  March  11,  seven,  181b.; 
March  18,  two,  5ilb. ;  March  20,"  four,  151b.  ;  April 
1,  five,  91b.  ;  April  8,  throe,  9 Jib.  ;  April  15,  nine, 
141b.  ;  April  22,  five,  131b.— Geo.  Acheson. 

Louifhs  Mask  and  Corrih  (Clonbur). — For 
the  past  few  days  very  rough  weather  has  prevailed, 
and  the  fishing  has  been  so  interrupted  that  many 
of  the  rods  have  not  fished  a  quarter  of  the  time 
they  otherwise  would,  and  on  some  days  not 
going  out  at  all.  The  outlook  at  the  time  of 
writing  promises  a  vast  improvement,  along 
with  which  from  this  onwards,  given  genial 
conditions,  excellent  sport  may  be  anticipated 
with  the  artificial  fly.  Captain  Case  terminated 
his  visit  with  three  fish  7|lb.  Mr.  Malcolm  Brodie, 
April  18,  five  trout  5jlb.,  best  2Ib  ;  April  20,  three 
trout  21b.  ;  April  22,  five  trout  5flb.,  ibest  21b.  ; 
April  23,  four  trout  3 Jib.  Mr.  Wilson,  April  18, 
six  trout  61b.  loz.,  best  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  April  19,  six 
trout  81b.  2oz.,  best  21b.  4oz. ;  April  20,  two  trout 
21b. ;  April  22,  five  trout  5Jlb.,  best  1  Jib. ;  April  23, 
two  trout  21b.  lOoz.,  best  1  lb.  14oz.  ;  April  24,  one 
trout  41b.  loz.  Master  Keith  Newall,  two  trout 
31b.  2oz.,  best  21b.  5oz.,  and  small  pike.  Master 
Leslie  Newall,  21b.  gillaroo.  Two  salmon  were 
caught  in  Lough  Mask  last  week  by  anglers  fishing 
from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  both  spent  male  fish, 
quite  out  of  condition. — G.  A. 

Lough  MelviUi — Mr.  J.  Johnston  landed  two 
salmon  of  14lb.  and  9lb.  on  April  20,  and  Doctor 
Sinclair  and  friend  landed  two  trout  (Salmo  ferox) 
of  101b.  and  61b.  on  April  19  and  24.  In  consequence 
of  the  very  stormy  weather  during  the  past  week 
sport  was  generally  poor. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Iiakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  backward,  and  only  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  All  the  waters  are  very  low. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 

A  succession  of  light  showers  has  benefited  the 
Mourne  and  its  tributaries,  though  they  are  not  yet 
in  their  best  form.  Sport  up  to  the  present  on  these 
waters  has  been  of  poor  character,  and  com- 
paratively few  rods  have  been  out. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  fairly  good.  Mr.  Cartwright  got  a 
good  fish  of  111b.  and  lost  two,  Mr.  Scroop  got 
two  fish  of  11  lb.  and  141b.,  and  Colonel  Hewitt  got 
one  of  101b.,  all  on  fiy.  Lough  Calla  fished  fairly 
well,  Mr.  Cartwright  got  a  dozen  nice  trout,  and 
others  did  well.  Fishing  should  be  good  for  the 
next  week  as  there  is  a  fair  run  of  good  fish  on  the 
river. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  much  against  angling,  and 
a  cold  north-east  wind  prevails  here.  Mr.  H. 
Scroope,  one  salmon,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Charles  Menton, 
two  salmon,  91b.,  10 Jib.  A  few  trout  are  getting 
daily  on  the  loughs,  all  of  a  good  size.    A  change 


of  wind  is  all  that  is  required  to  bring  good  sport, 
and  a  little  warmer  and  sport  is  certain  to  improve. 
A  few  grilse  were  got  by  the  nets — perfect  beauties 
— so  they  are  going  to  pay  us  a  visit  a  little  earlier 
this  year.  Loughs  Callow  and  Talt  fished  well, 
and  some  good  takes  were  got,  considering  the 
weather. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  recent  rains  will  do  a 
lot  of  good  for  anglers.  A  few  nice  trout  have  been 
taken  during  the  week  under  the  weir,  and  a  nice 
15lb.  .salmon  on  April  22.— Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  con- 
tinues less  brilliant  with  an  appearance  of  rain, 
but  very  little  has  fallen.  We  have  had  some 
rough  windy  days,  which  made  angling  anything 
but  pleasant.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  Piers  Jones 
killed  one  salmon  of  191b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  G. 
B.  Tunstall  Moore,  twelve  salmon,  251b.,  25lb., 
431b.,  171b.,  251b.,  27Jlb.,  151b.,  141b.,  301b.,  27lb., 
2UJlb.,  and  r2Jlb.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon  of  151b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  four  salmon,  231b.,  18Jlb., 
371b.,  and  281b.,  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Ingham  killed 
four  salmon,  151b..  37Jlb.,  381b.,  and  17Jlb. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  five  salmon, 
26flb.,  281b.,  22Jlb.,  241b.,  25Jlb.  On  the  Worlds- 
end,  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  four  salmon,  161b., 
17J!b.,  29Jlb.,  18Jlb.  On  this  fishery  also,  Mr.  E.  G. 
Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  301b.  On  Woodlands, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  four  salmon,  291b.,  221b., 
15Jlb.,  301b.  On  this  fishery  also,  Mr.  John 
Enright  killed  one  salmon,  341b.  On  Landscape, 
Mr.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon,  I8lb.,  23Jlb.— 
John  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  a^d  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— On 
Mr.  Henry's  water,  on  April  21,  Mr.  Cobb  one 
salmon,  401b.;  on  April  19,  two,  361b.  and  131b. ;  on 
April  20,  two,  221b.  and  161b.  On  April  15,  Mr. 
Walter  Smyth,  one  salmon,  351b.,  on  Mr.  Mitchell's 
water;  Jack  Johnson  and  Henry  Johnson,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Mitchell,  one  salmon,  lllb.  On  April  19, 
Mr.  S.  G.  Mitchell,  Solihull,  Birmingham,  three, 
261b.,  171b.,  and  121b..  and  on  April  20,  two, 
241b.  and  161b.  On  April  24,  John  Lyons  and 
Richard  Johnson,  on  same  water  for  Mr.  Mitchell, 
one  salmon,  361b.  Weather  good,  and  prospects 
encouraging.  The  Green  Drake  fishing  on  Lough 
Derg  will  open  on  May  1. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (April  23).— Since  last  news  from  these 
parts  sundry  trout  have  been  caught,  but  have 
furnished  neither  large  baskets  nor  large  specimen^, 
yet  have  added  greatly  to  the  pleasure  of  seeking 
both  sport  and  exercise.  The  Colonel  and  a  friend 
devoted  a  day  to  western  waters,  and  visited  the 
charming  woodland  stream  at  Cossonaye,  but 
although  it  was  foimd  in  good  ply  and  the  water 
of  a  nice  colour,  they  had  the  smallest  measure  of 
success,  not  comparable  to  their  ten  days'  previous 
experience  on  the  Stockalper,  when  a  dish  of  five 
nice  trout  were  taken  of  12in.  and  under,  all  with 
the  Blue  Upright.  Another  member  of  our  fishing 
fraternity,  in  the  same  part  of  the  Stockalper  (near 
Vouvery),  last  week  interviewed  and  playpd  half  a 
dozen  presentable  fish,  but  only  half  of  these  came 
to  creel,  and  worthily  ended  their  career  at  table. 
A  change  in  the  weather  is  now  in  progress,  warm 
rain  frequently  falling,  and  conditions  more  akin 
to  fair  angling  days  prevailing,  when  trout  will  be 
found  haunting  the  margins  of  floating  banks  of 
fresh-cut  herbage  racing  down  stream,  much  to  the 
injury  of  the  peaceful  angler's  temper  or  tackle. 
Still,  in  the  intervals  between  snow-broth  days  some 
sport  may  be  expected,  and  May  Fly  days  are-  not 
far  off. — Benwyan. 


TROUT. 


Barker,  who  wrote  in  1651,  was  a  poet,  and  a 
cook  of  no  mean  quality;  he  says  : — 

"  Restorative  broth  of  trouts  learn  to  make  ; 

Some  fry  and  some  stew,  and  some  also  bake. 
First  broyl  and  then  bake  is  a  rule  of  good  skill ; 
And  when  thou  dost  fortune  a  great  trout  to  kill. 
Then  rost  him,  and  baste  first  with  good  claret  wine  ; 

But  the  calvor'd  boyl'd  trout  will  make  thee 
to  dine 

With  dainty  contentment  both  the  hot  and  the  cold  ; 
And  the  marrionate  trout  I  dare  to  be  bold 
For  a  quarter  of  a  year  will  keep  to  thy  mind, 
If  covered  close  and  preserved  from  wind. 

But-  mark  well,  good  brother,  what  now  I  doe  say, 
Sauce  made  of  anchovies  is  an  excellent  way. 
With  oysters  and  lemmons,  clove,  nutmeg  and 
mace. 

When  the  brave  spotted  trout  hath  been  boyled 
apace 

With  many  sweet  herbs  :  for  forty  years  I 
In  Ambassadour' s  kitchens  learn'd  my  cooker-y 
The  French  and  Italian  no  better  can  doe  : 
Observe  well  my  rules  and  you'll  say  so  too." 
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Then  the  green  rushes — O,  so  glossy  green — 
The  rushes,  they  would  whisper,  rustle,  shake  ; 

And  forth  on  floating  gauie,  no  jewelVd  queen 
So  rich,  the  green-eyed  dragon-flies  would  break. 

And  holder  on  the  flowers — aerial  things. 

With  little  rainbows  flickering  on  their  wings. 

— Jean  Incjelow. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  Monday,  April  23,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen.  Representatives 
from  forty-eight  clubs  attended.  The  report  and 
balance-sheet  were  presented,  and  it  was  stated 
that  there  are  4457  members  on  the  books.  Nearly 
£200  a  year  is  expended  in  rent  of  fisheries  and 
gratuities  to  water-bailiffs. 

FOXTNX)  IN  THE  WASH. 

Nearly  700  years  ago  King  John  lost  the  ancient 
regalia  of  England,  many  Norman  jewels,  the 
Crown  of  King  Alfred,  and  other  valuables  in  his 
disastrous  journey  from  King's  Lynn  across  the 
Wash.  Late  in  1905  a  Wisbech  publican,  who  was 
digging  for  clams  at  Godney  Drove  End,  on  the 
border  of  the  Wash,  found  a  mud-encrusted  cup 
about  Sin.  high.  It  appeared  to  be  valueless,  but 
he  took  it  home.  Last  week  a  builder,  who  was 
doing  repairs  in  the  publican's  house,  noticed  the 
old  cup  and  bought  it  for  a  shilling.  Next  day  he 
cleaned  the  cup  and  saw  that  it  was  handsomely 
chased  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  of  silver.  It 
has  two  handles  and  is  plainly  dated  1162.  The 
weight  of  the  cup  is  '2 Jib.,  and  it  will  hold  one  pint 
of  liquid. 

«  •  •  *  • 

The  Express  recently  quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
W.  St.  John  Hope,  the  antiquarian,  that  King 
John's  lost  treasure  could  be  recovered.  He  recom- 
mended sinking  shafts  at  certain  points  on  the  line 
of  the  King's  march.  I  wish  I  knew  the  reason 
why  certain  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  not  quite 
700  years  old,  but  looking  considerably  more 
antiquated,  come  "Back  from  the  Wash"  in  rags 
and  tatters.  King  John's  cup  was  improved  in 
the  washing,  but  articles  which  have  been  near  the 
"line  of  my  laundress's  march"  are  not  beau- 
tifully "  chased." 


The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  executive 
council  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  will 
be  held  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel,  Wellington- 
street,  Leeds  (close  to  the  stations),  on  Saturday, 
May  5,  at  2  o'clock  p.m.  Mr.  Thos.  W.  Redford, 
the  hon.  sec,  states  that  the  Leeds  Society  of 
Anglers  invites  the  council  to  luncheon,  which  will 
bo  on  the  tables  at  one  o'clock.  Tea  will  also  be 
served  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  or  earlier  if 
desired.  Those  of  the  council  who  can  stay  over- 
night (accommodation  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel) 
are  asked  to  bring  their  rods.  The  trout  fishery  of 
the  society  at  Pool  on  the  river  Wharfe  will  be 
open  for  them  on  the  Sunday,  and  conveyances  to 
and  from  the  fishery  will  be  arranged  for. 


Tbout  Time. 

I'm  tired  of  the  dinging  and  donging, 

I'm  tired  of  the  traffic  mid  din, 
Tlie  crowding  and  crnmrning  and  thronging; 

The  struggle  and  folly  and  sin  ; 
The  belt  and  the  boll  and  the  bustle, 

The  buzz  and  the  clang  and  the  roar — 
'Tis  a  vain  and  a  brain-rucking  tussle 

That  makes  me  disheartened  and  sore. 

I  want  to  get  back  to  the  moimtains, 

I  want  to  get  l)uck  to  the  wild. 
To  the  brook  and  the  fresh-flowing  fountains 

Where  never  a  thought  is  defiled  ; 
I  want  to  live  closer  to  Nature  ; 

My  soul  of  its  struggles  is  sick  ; 
There's  a  voice  in  the  catarac^t  calling — 

"  I  want  to  go  flshin' — quick  !  " 

—  Recreation. 


The  "  Briny  "  Anglers  will  have  an  "  At  Home  " 
— in  other  words,  a  South  London  "  Visit  "—on 
Monday  evening,  April  30,  at  headquarters.  Lord 
Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars,  S.E.,  when 
visitors  will  be  welcome. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Southend  A.S. 
the  hon.  sec.  read  out  a  long  list  of  prizes  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Close  on  thirty  new  members 
have  been  elected,  and  the  club  is  "going  strong." 
During  the  evening  the  hon.  sec.  was  presented  by 
the  chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  members,  with  a 
pair  of  beautiful  bronzes,  as  a  mark  of  the  apprecia- 
tion in  which  he  is  held  for  services  rendered. 


A  True  Fish  Story. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Robinson  writes : — "  Fishing  on 
Slapton  Ley,  South  Devon,  on  Tuesday,  April  17, 
Mr.  (/"apol  Hanbury  hooked  and  played  a  pike,  which 
eventually  broke  the  trace,  etc.,  from  the  reel  lino. 
Ton  miiuites  afterwards,  >  Mr.  Leonard  Robinson, 
fishing  from  another  boat,  some  hundred  yards 
away,  hooked  and  landed  the  101b.  fish  (of  which  I 
send  you  a  photograph),  and  recovered  from  him 
the  trace,  snap-tackle,  and  float  which  he  had  taken 
from  Mr.  Hanbury.  The  fish  was  weighed,  photo- 
graphed, and  returned  to  the  water.  Eli  Efford, 
wlio  is  holding  up  the  fish,  completed  fifty  years' 
fishing  on  Slapton  Ley  on  Good  Friday:  he  is 
seventy-throe  years  old,  and  still  takes  a  lot  of 
boating  as  a  boatman  who  knows'  all  the  little 
ways  of  the  Slapton  pikes.  He  is  a  gonial  old 
fellow,  who  makes  a  day's  fishing  most  enjoyable  with 
yarns  about  fish  caught  during  the  last  half  century." 


Most  people  have  heard  of  the  London  Journal, 
though  it  is  not  everyone  who  has  seen  it.  The 
famous  old  periodical  is  just  sixty-one  years  of 
age,  and  it  has  decided  to  celebrate  the  occasion 
on  Saturday,  April  28,  when  it  will  appear  as  the 

R  "New  London  Journai," 
in  a  style  that  is  altogether  youthful.  There  is 
happily  ono  link  with  the  old  traditions,  "  Minni- 
groy,"  by  J.  F.  Smith,  the  opening  chapters  of 
which  will  bo  given  in  No.  I.  The  Journal  is 
edited  by  Mr.  Herbert  AUingham,  a  Cambridge 
graduate,  with  a  taste  for  popular  fiction,  and 
under  his  editorship  the  New  London  Journal 
should  stand  a  good  chance  of  renewing  the 
triumphs  of  its  youth. 


Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
on  Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  A.  J.  Gear  was  to 
have  read  a  paper  on  "  Artistic  Taxidermy  and 
Modelling  of  Specimen  Fish,"  but  was  unable  to  be 
present.  Mr.  Pickup  kindly  offered  to  read  the 
paper  and  do  his  best  with  the  demonstration, 
which  he  did  with  great  success.  On  Wednesday, 
May  2,  a  lecture  will  be  given  upon  "  The  Migration 
and  Growth  of  our  Food  Fishes,"  by  Mr.  Walter 
Garstang,  M.A.,  of  the  Marine  Biological  Associa- 
tion, Lowestoft,  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  ^  of  the 
Natural  History  Museum,  having  consented  to  take 
the  chair.  Dragnet. 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

STILL  HAVE  FOR  DISPOSAL  A  FEW  GOOD 

TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO  TROUT 


FOR  DELIVERY  IN  JUNE. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  and  Brown 
Trout  Fishing.    Gentlemen  can  be  as- 
sured of  splendid  sport.    The  sporting 
Hotel  of  Shetland ;   comfortable ;  good 
cuisine;  moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 

MONDAY  NEXT. 

HEIYIINGFORD  ABBOTS 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 

WANTED. 

A  RIVER  KEEPER 

On  a  Trout  Stream. 

Apply  to  Mr.  Geobge  Blake,  Red 
House,  Amesbury,  Wilts,  stating  refer- 
ences, age,  &c. 

Mr.  CYRIL  WATTS  has  received  instructions 
from  the  Proprietor  to  SELL  by  AUCTION  on 
MONDAY  next,  April  30th,  1906,  at  Four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  precisely,  at  the  "Dolphin 
Inn,"  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 

CHARMING  SMALL  FREEHOLD  SUMMER 
RESIDENCE,  situate  within  100  yards  of  the 
best  part  of  the  River  Ouse,  containing  four 
rooms  and  kitchen  ;  adjoining  is  an  excellent 
garden  of  about  half  an  acre  with  convenient 
small  outbuildings. 

The  Property  has  for  the  last  twenty  years 
Ijeen  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Jesse  Hughes,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  £8,  Tenant  paying  Rates. 

Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  of  the 
Auctioneer,  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  or  at  the  Offices  of 
JOHN  F.  SYMONDS,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  9,  Benet 
Street,  Cambridge. 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 

SHOOTING  AND  FISHING-LUNE. 

FOR  SALES. 

FOUR  GUMS  WANTED 

to   join  owner.     Last  year's  bag:  350 
Pheasants,  100  Wild  Duck,  350  Rabbits, 
&c.    Salmon  and  Trout  in  the  Lune, 
S.   Westmorland.  —  Oliver  Procter, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

A  superior  12-ft.    steel-centre  English-made 
split  cane-built 

Tx>out  Rod, 

with  two  tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle,  &c. 
New  condition,  London  maker,  price  28/6. 
Also, 

Pigskin  ny  Book, 

with   large   number  best   new  Trout  Flies, 
price  12/6.    Will  send  on  approval.— Address, 
"Pawnbroker,"  121,  Mayfair,  Ilford,  Essex. 

WEST   OF   IRELAND.— Dapping  Season, 

KILBEG  HOTEL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib.   Every  convenience  ; 
free  fishing  :  trout,  pike,  perch  ;  no  waste  of  time 
or  car  hire ;  daily  mail ;  good  men  and  boats. 
Steamer  plying  between  Galway  and  Cong  calls 
at  landing  stage  (two  minutes'  walk  from  Hotel) 
twice  daily. — Write  for  terms  to  proprietoi-, 
THfJMAS  MUKPHT,  Killieg,  Headford,  Co.  Galway. 

(In  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 

TO   LET,  FURNISHED, 

By  the  year,  a  sixteenth  century  timbered 
FARM  HOUSE,  with  a  right  of  Fishing  on 
Bransbury  Common.  The  House,  which  has 
just  been  entirely  renovated,  contains  three 
sitting  rooms,  four  bed  rooms,  and  dressing 
room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders.  There  are 
a  two-stall  stable  and  coachman's  house.  An 
acre  of  Meadow  Land  could  be  Let  with  the 
bouse. — For  particulars  apply  to  CAJll'UELl, 
Wadk,  Solicitor,  4,  St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C.,  or 
It.  H'.  Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm, 
Haslemere. 

WALTER  MELEN, 

224,  Mount  Pleasant,  REDDITCH, 
MAKER  OF  FISHING  SWIVELS 

of  the  highest  quality,  in  Brass,  Steel, 
and  German  Silver — Plated,  Bronzed,  or 
Enamelled. 
ALL  SUPERIOR  TO  ANY  OTHER  MAKE. 

WHY  DIRTY  YOUR  HANDS  AND  CLOTHES 
with  old-fashioned  paste  dubbin  V 
USE  iOUR-ICLEAN;  '4 

MOY  HOTEL, 

B  A  LUNA. 

Patronised  l)y  Prince  Arthur  of  Cooniiught,  the 
late  Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant.   First  Class  for 
Families,  Anglers,  and  Tourists.    Good  Boats 
and  Men.    Close  to  l)est  Salmon  Pools  on  the 
Kiver.      jjgg_  muRXAGH,  Proprietress. 

\UU\I  PI-UID 

HAIR  CASTS.  OBI 

Hair  Casts,  tapered,  3,  2/6;  halt-dozen,  4/-. 
Hacklad  Flies  (Pritt's)  1/0  per  dozen  ;  50  leiigtlis 
hair,  2/6.— J.  PICKERSGLLL,  6,  Clark  Terrace, 
Leeds. 

riMyi.  DUBBIN. 

Samples  8d.  and  1/3,  post  free,  of 
W.  H.  v.,  10,  Basinghall  Street,  EX. 
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TKe  Smoke  tkat  Satisfies. 

"L' extravagance  Je  la  perfection/' 

T©irtt®flse-slhieH 


MilJ,  5cl.  t>er  oz. 
Med  turn,  5a.  per  oz. 
PoJ>ular,  A^^.  per  otr 


W.  A.  6;  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branck  of  tlie  Iint>eri>l  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britai 
IrelanJ)  LtJ..  Ip  swich. 


Mnxttmire 


ARMSTRONG'S 

STEEL  BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  i 


.-  juger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.  Easy  to  row. 
>'eed  no  protection. 


THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

Kew  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  4i  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  Arm  this  year. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


got  details  of  the  above 
is  losing  sport. 


Futl  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Jb'ishitig  Tackle  post  free  on  apxdication. 

ARMSTRONG    &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMOK  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

Our  Special 

"Northumbrian " 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/-  ;  lift.,  22/-  ;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
lOft.,  40/- ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  18ft.,  50/- 


Our  Motetl 

"Sylvan  Stream 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
Oft.  to  ll^ft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

WADERS,  °"f?sK°  STOCKyNCS  AND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market. 

Out*  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse^  Sea  Trout  antt  Loch 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Top.s,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  ArMURTORr"""ToRr"^ 

8  &  10,  Graing^er  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


WALBRAN.  LIMITED 


beg  to  thank  their  numerous  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  their  kind 
patronage  accorded  in  the  past,  and  to  assure  them  of  their  careful  attention  to 
detail  in  all  future  orders. 


TWO  REALLY  PRACTICAL  THINGS. 

WALBRAN'S 
"PRACTICAL"  FLY 


BOOK. 

Contains   printed    directions  for 
using  48  patterns  of  trout  and 
grayling    flies,    with  parchment 
pockets    for    casts,    two  strong 
leather  pockets  at  the  ends,  slips 
for  scissors,  &c. 
Bound  in  strong  pigskin,  12/6. 
Fitted  also  with  a  double  page  of 
G.S.  clips  for  eyed  flies,  15/-  (a 
new  pattern). 
Bound  in  brown  canvas,  8/6. 
If  fitted  with  J  doz.  each  fly,  30/- 
and  28/-  respectively. 


WALBRAN'S  "HOLDALL." 

This  convenient  article  is  intended  for  the 
conveyance  of  waders,  brogues,  socks, 
mackintosh,  &o.  It  is  perfectly  waterproof, 
and  made  of  the  strongest  brown  duck ; 
inside  are  two  pockets  for  small  articles, 
strongly  botmd  with  leather,  strong  leather 
handles.    Price  15/- 


Send  address  for  Illustrated 
Catalogue  free. 


ONLY  ADDRESS- 


38a,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS. 

General  Manager— FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  ("  Halcyon.") 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

NewarlL- on -Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet; 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  Sfinch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &c.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Anoltno  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  April  18  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chaii';  there  was,  however,  a  nmeagre 
attendance,  and  the  agenda  was  a  short  pne.  Two 
gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership.  The 
chairman  reported  that  he  had  been  elected  as  one 
of  the  three  auditors  to  the  Anglers'  Association 
for  the  year  1905-6.  The  committee  meeting,  fixed 
for  April  19,  was  postponed,  but  members  on  the 
committee  are  reminded  that  as  there  are  several 
important  matters  to  be  discussed  their  attendance 
at  future  meetings,  of  which  they  will  receive  notic^e, 
is  partioilarly  requested.  Dace  fishing  opens  in  the 
Harefield  section  on  May  1. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  successful  smoking  concert  was  hold  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  April  24,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark.  Previous  to  the  concert  the 
customary  weekly  meeting  took  place,  when  fishing 
reports  were  scarce,  the  only  record  being  that  of 
Mr.  H.  C.  Vincent  and  friend,  who,  fishing  off  Leigh, 
took  ()7lb.  of  flounders.  The  hon.  librarian — Mr. 
Dryden — was  awarded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  kindly 
adding  to  the  Library  a  very  useful  volume.  The 
musical  programme  was  a  very  fine  one,  and  in- 
cluded many  delightful  items,  which,  without  excep- 
tion, were  splendidly  rendered  by  Me.ssrs.  Barford, 
Bergmann,  Cox,  E.  J.  Orpin,  Thomas,  Harvey, 
Prim,  Malin,  Green,  and  Killby.  A  vote  of  thanks 
wa.?  awarded  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  the  miisical  director, 
and  the  artistes.  On  May  1  there  will  be  a  discus- 
sion, opened  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  upon  "  Tackle, 
Rods,  and  Winches  "  ;  also  for  May  4,  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  is  kindly  making  arrangements  for  a  small 
fishing  party  at  Leigh.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
should  send  in  their  names  not  later  than  May  1. 
There  will  also  be  a  Leigh  "  outing  "  on  May  15. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  ")  presided  over  a 
very  pleasant  meeting  on  April  24.  Tha  programme 
for  May  was  drawn  up,  and  will  be  forwarded, 
together  with  a  list  of  members'  addresses,  in  a  few 
days.  The  two  chief  items  are  an  exhibition  of  trout 
flies  and  tackle  on  May  8,  and  a  paper  by  Mr.  H. 
Davey- Turner  on  May  29.  An-angements  have  also 
been  made  for  a  member  to  be  at  Chesham  each 
Saturday  to  give  instruction  in  fly  casting.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Thonger  has  kindly  undertaken  this  duty  for 
to-day  (April  28),  and  also  on  May  12  ;  the  hon. 
sec.  will  attend  on  May  5 ;  and  on  May  26  Mr. 
S.  J.  Chasteney.  The  variable  weather  has  not  been 
altogether  too  favourable  for  trout  fishing,  though 
some  very  nice  trout  have  been  basketed,  Messrs. 
A.  J.  Saunders,  H.  S.  Saunders,  and  P.  W.  Salmond 
being  among  the  successful  captors. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Wednesday,  April  25,  proved  another  busy 
meeting,  a  lot  of  routine  business  being  disposed 
of  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels,  who  was  in  the  chair.  The 
date  of  annual  dinner  was  arranged  for  May  23. 
The  dates  and  venues  of  the  club  outings  were 
arranged  for  the  seaspn.  The  passports  for  the 
new  fishery  are  now  ready,  and  members  can  have 
same  on  application.'  Several  members  have  had 
good  fish  from  the  new  water,  Mr.  H.  Dunn  securing 
the  best,  a  nice  specimen  of  1  lb.  6|oz.,  on  the  wet 
fly. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  April  24,  when  Mr. 
Serjeant  gave  a  report  of  the  last  delegate  meeting. 
The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Tuesday  evening 
(May  1),  at  sever,  o'clock.  Mr.  Williams  has  taken  a 
few  trout. — O.  S.  G.,  Secretary  {pro  tern.). 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  the  following  particulars  of  sport 
were  recorded.  At  Uxbridge  Mr.  Stebbing,  a  brace 
of  nice  trout ;  Ml-.  H.  H.  Brown,  a  brace,  also  at 
Uxbridge  ;  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  a  brace  and  a-half  of 
retainable  trout  on  the  Lambourn ;  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  five  trout,  returned ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  some 
nice  fish ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  a  1  lb.  8oz.  fish. 
Several  undersized  fish  had  been  caught  and  put 
back.  The  Grannom  rise  had  been  good  on  the 
Kennet,  but  nothing  had  been  done  there.  The 
Lambourn  restocking  and  improvement  fund  had 
provided  some  300  trout  of  from  7in.  to  llin.,  which 
had  been  placed  in  the  Lambourn.  The  fish  came 
from  the  Hyde  End  Fishery,  and  were  a  fine  lot  of 
youngsters.  On  the  Itchen  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had 
several  brace  of  trout,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  also  had 
sport  on  the  same  stream.  The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie 
had  fair  sport  on  the  Usk,  getting  301b.  of  trout 
in  a  week  on  the  March  Brown  and  Iron  Blue.  The 
president  exhibited  a  new  line-drier,  the  invention 
of  Mr.  P.  Schilizzi,  which  was  carefully  inspected 
by  members. — Hon.  Sec. 


ppoiriiieial  flugliiig  flotes 

7nust  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headqiiartors 
on  April  19,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The  mooting 
was  well  attended.  Two  grants  were  made  to 
meinl)ers  in  distress.  The  annual  contest  will  bo 
held  in  July  next  in  the  caunl  at  Wilmcoto,  near 
Stratford.  The  Birmingham  Fly  Fishers'  Club  have 
restocked  their  water,  the  Blythe,  at  Hampstil 
Redware,  and  so  far  sport  has  been  good.  The 
river  Cole  has  yielded  some  fair-sized  trout  so  far 
this  your  ;  a  good  fish  of  2^1b.  was  taken  at  Sara 
Hole  this  week.  A  charge  of  one  shilling  per  day 
is  made  for  fishing  this  water.  The  club-room  at 
the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Ed mimd -street,  was  filled 
on  Wednesday  to  listen  to  Dr.  Maberley's  lantern 
lecture  on  "  Camping  out  on  the  River  Wye," 
which  was  much  appreciated. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  Driffield  Canal  and  the  top  stretches  of 
the  River  Hull  are  in  first-class  condition  for  either 
fly  or  minnow  fishing.  I  know  of  a  very  good  fish 
being  taken  last  week  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the 
river,  near  to  Beverley  Beck-end  ;  it  weighed 
21b.  loz.  Tlie  Hull  Brewery  A.C.  opened  their 
season  at  Hull  Bridge,  but  the  first  prizeman —  Mr. 
J.  Pickering — only  secured  15J-oz  ;  and  those  clubs 
that  fished  the  Holdernoss  Drains  did  not  fare  much 
better,  for  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Reckitt  and  Sons 
fished  on  the  Burstwick  Drain,  at  Hedon,  and  the 
top  prizewinner — Mr.  J.  Gould — only  weighed  in 
1  lb.  2ioz.  The  Central  Hull  Conservative  A. A. 
open  their  season  this  week  at  Barmston. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  but  little  improvement  in  local 
angling  since  last  report.  Very  little  is  being 
attempted  on  the  streams  ;  they  are  all,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Kent,  far  too  low.  On  April  24 
I  took  a  walk  down  the  Kent  from  Kendal,  and 
came  across  two  rods ;  one  had  nine  nice  fish, 
which  woulfl  run  about  some  Ooz.  apiece,  while  the 
other  had  secured  half  a  dozen,  which  just  averaged 
^Ib.    This  is  typical  of  what  is  being  done. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  was  freshened  by  a  downfall  on  April  23. 
This  river  fished  fairly  well  last  week  end,  two  and  a 
half  brace  the  best  catch.  At  Liverpool  stocking 
and  other  matches  are  numerous.  Their  Easter 
experiences  are  not  any  exception  to  the  general 
failure  to  get  sport.  One  match  was  a  fiasco,  not  a 
fish.  Reports  from  Warrington  only  confirm  the 
general  one  of  disappointment.  Nothing  of  interest 
is  reported  from  our  Lancashire  rivers,  but  perhaps 
the  Lune  is  fishing  the  best.  The  greatest  pre- 
parations are  being  made  for  Wliit  week,  this 
county's  great  holiday.  Thousands  of  rods  will  get 
away  for  some  days  to  their  favourite  resorts.  ^ 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

As  was  generally  expected,  and,  in  fact,  experi- 
enced, sport  in  the  Easter  holidays  was  a  great 
disappointment.  The  one  bright  exception  is  a 
city  rod  at  LjTimouth.  who  is  getting  daily  fair 
totals,  but  not  all  large  fish  ;  in  fact,  many  have  to 
be  returned  to  grow.  The  most  interesting  item 
for  the  week-end  is  the  first  meeting  of  the  Consulta- 
tive Board  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  to-day. 
On  April  24  the  Welcomb  A.S.  had  a  commendablj^ 
smart  meeting,  the  business  was  settled  quickly,  no 
division  of  opinion  existing.  Now  that  football  is 
to  be  relegated  to  a  close  season,  perhaps  anglers 
will  think  seriously  about  angling,  but  so  far  they 
have  been  apathetic. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  quieter  since  the 
holidays,  and  votaries,  wont  to  \asit  the  tributaries 
of  the  Trent,  are  anxious  for  rain  so  as  to  freshen 
up  the  \'olume  of  water.  A  few  brace  of  trout 
have  been  creeled  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  Greet 
and  Dover  Beck  ;  one  of  the  fish,  taken  on  the 
former  stream,  weighing  2|lb.  It  was  of  the  Loch 
Leven  species.  At  Shardlow  members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society,  whilst  trouting.  have  hooked 
and  landed  a  number  of  coarse  fish,  which,  of  course, 
were  returned.  Mr.  T.  Large  actually  caught  a 
fine  barbel.  Pike  may  now  be  said  to  have  done 
spawning,  though  the  season,  as  a  whole,  is  sure 
to  be  late  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  very 
cold  nights.  On  Tuesday  morning  wo  had  a  copious 
downfall  of  snow,  which,  we  learn,  capped  the 
Derbyshire  hills  to  some  tune.  The  river  (Trent) 
continues  to  run  at  almost  summer  level,  and  the 


water  }>eing  remarkably  bright,  the  use  of  very 
fine  tackle  is  indispensable  in  the  matter  of  achieving 
success.    Thera  is  nothing  doing  amongst  salmon. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  continue  low  and  very  clear,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  nothing  doing  amongst  anglers. 
During  the  close  season  eels  and  pike  are  the  only 
fish  that  may  be  angled  for,  save,  of  course,  trout. 
On  April  21  four  or  five  made  their  way  to  the  trout 
streams  at  Fangfoss  and  Husthwaite,  but  met  with 
poor  sport.  The  waters  were  very  cold  and  clear 
The  Derwent  at  Stamford  Bridge  was  tried  fo 
pike,  but  no  takable  fish  accepted  the  lures. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  bright  and  cold 
since  last  notes,  and  sport  has  not  been  really  goo 
anywhere.  Low  waters  are  principally  accountable 
for  the  general  dearth  of  sport.  Rain  of  several 
hours'  duration  is  wanted  to  put  the  great  majorit. 
of  waters  in  good  angling  order.  Sea  fisliing,  too, 
has  not  yet  yielded  good  sport. 

,      North  and  West  of  Ireland. 

With  next  month,  salmon  will  begin  to  run  m 
the  later  rivers,  the  first  heavy  flood,  as  a  rule, 
bringing  them  up  from  the  sea.  Several  streams 
in  the  west  open  on  May  1.  These  include  the 
Foale,  Geale,  Cashen,  and  tributaries  in  the  Limerick 
district  ;  the  Ownemore  and  Feohanagh  in  the 
same  district ;  and  some  waters  in  the  Bangor 
district.  The  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  Club  had  a  day  on 
the  Six-mile-water  on  April  20  under  unfavourable 
conditions.  The  total  bag  was  thirty-four  trout, 
the  heaviest  of  which  scaled  close  on  31b.,  and  was 
killed  by  Constable  Gunning.  The  Easter  Monday 
competition  of  the  North-East  Ulster  Club  was  held 
on  the  Braid,  when  the  cup  winner  was  Mr.  Jolin 
Woods,  whose  catch  was  fourteen  trout. 


^ofes  from  i^c  ^odl^. 


April  is  rather  a  poor  montVi  at  the  best  for 
salmon,  but  on  the  other  hand  usually  good  for  trout 
on  the  earlier  reaches  of  such  rivers  as  the  Don, 
Deveron,  Findhom,  etc.,  but  this  season  it  is  just 
the  reverse. 


Sir  Henry  Ripley  has  the  Carlogis  Dee  water 
just  now,  and  the  other  day  he  had  three  fish  of  91b., 
141b.,  and  201b.  Captain  Fitzwilliam  had  one  of 
261b.  on  Ballogie. 

The  Easter  anglers  have  not  met  with  the  measure 
of  success  which  the  advent  of  April  promised. 
The  weather  has  not  turned  out  well  at  all.  and 
Sunday  and  Monday  were  days  of  "  blind  drift." 

Gudgeon  are  now  indigenous  to  the  Don  ;  they 
have  thriven  beautifully  since  the  first  lot  was 
planted  a  dozen  years  or  so  ago  at  Grandholm,  and 
are  now  met  with  in  lively  shoals.  The  kelts  just 
now  are  having  a  grand  time  of  it  among  them. 

Lord  Sempil  had  a  nice  salmon  of  101b.  on  the 
Fintry  House  Don  water  on  April  20.  His  lordship 
has  also  had  some  good  baskets  of  brown  trout. 

After  a  recent  flood  on  the  Don  several  yellow 
trout  were  opened  to  see  what  they  were  feeding  on, 
when  they  were  found  to  be  full  of  salmon 
roe  ;  and  on  April  21  three  finnock  from  the  Deei 
tidal  were  as  full  as  they  could  be  of  sand-eel. 
They  were  certainly  of  the  kelt  order. 

Large  March  Browns  are  the  best  taking  flies. 
The  Hare's  Lug  gets  a  look-in  now  and  again,  but 
the  March  Brown  is  the  lure  of  lures  in  this  cold 
northerly  clime,  and  especially  just  now. 

Special  Scotch  , 


SCREAMING  FISHES. 


Extract  from  a  letter  in  Notes  and  Queries,, 
Feb.  9,  1861  :  "In  the  early  part  of  December  I 
called  upon  a  Quaker  gentleman  at  Darlington,  for 
whom  I  waited  in  a  room  in  which  stood  a  small 
aquarium,  containing  along  with  the  usual  allot- 
ment of  sea-anemones,  starfishes,  etc.,  five  fishes 
not  larger  than  minnows,  a  species  of  blennies,  as  I 
was  informed. 

"  After  watching  their  motion  for  a  few  minutes, 
as  they  floated  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  I 
stooped  down  to  examine  them  more  nearly,  when, 
to  my  utter  amazement,  they  simultaneously  set  up 
a  shriek  of  terror,  so  loud  and  piercing  that  I  sprang 
back  as  if  I  had  been  electrified. 

"  I  think  a  human  being  could  hardly  have  set  up 
a  louder  or  shriller  scream  than  did^these  tiny 
inhabitants  of  the  water." 


April  2S,  1906 
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CARLISLE  ANGLERS  AND  THE 
FISHERY  BOARD. 


I  It  is  often  remarked  that  "  anglers  must  have  a 
j  great  amoimt  of  patience."  Tlieir  silence,  parti- 
\  cularly  under  present  conditions,  gives  assurance 
'  that  they  are  humble  and  long  suffering  also.  The 
Conservancy  Board  impose  a  charge  of  3s.  6d.  per 
aimuni  on  all  anglers  for  trout,  in  return  for  which 
the  rod  fisher  is  permitted  to  liope  that  the  already 
meagre  supply  of  trout  in  the  river  will  be  protected 
against  displenishment  by  shackle  and  other  forms 
of  netters.  How  the  Board  carry  out  this  part  of 
th3  obHgation  may  be  noted  : — Not  only  do  they 
remove  trout  from  Carlisle  waters  by  net  (for 
hatch?ry  purposes  and  subsequent  sale),  but  they 
have  granted  a  low-priced  licence  of  one  guinea  for 
the  netting  of  trout  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  ; 
added  to  these  authorised  forms,  numerous  bands  of 
shacklers  are  left  to  ply  their  nets  practically  un- 
checked and  unmolested,  and  who,  emboldened  by 
the  want  of  attention  from  the  bailiffs,  have  in  some 
instances,  reported  last  year,  ordered  a  licence 
liolder  to  leave  off  fishing  and  clear  out  of  the  water  ! 

Although  a  large  portion  of  their  income  is  drawn 
from  the  members  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Associa- 
tion, the  waters  of  that  association  are  most  depleted 
and  least  protected.  The  bulk  of  the  hatchery  pro- 
duct is  sold,  and  that  portion  which  is  returned  to 
the  Eden  is  disposed  of  in  wat3rs  belonging  to  private 
parties.  The  present  system  (if  it  may  be  honoured 
by  the  term)  of  watching  plays  into  the  hands  of 
illegal  netters  and  snatchers.  and  is  as  effective  as  a 
broom  to  sweep  back  the  flowing  tide.  At  present 
the  bailiffs  are  engaged  netting  to  remove  coarse  fish 
from  private  waters,  which  leads  one  to  believe  the 
eurrent  report  that  the  water  bailiffs  were  better 
empl  j\ed  in  removing  coarse  fish  from  the  River 
Eden  than  in  watching  the  shackle  netters  "  is 
officially  inspired.  For  the  Conservancy  Board  to 
continue  the  same  listless  governance  will  dis- 
courage the  anglers,  and  thus  kill  thd  goose  that 
lays  their  golden  eggs. — A  Loach,  in  the  Carlisle 
'  Journal . 


THE  HERRING— KING  OF  FISH. 


The  herring  is  thus  described  by  Olaus  Magnus, 
1490  :— 

"  Of  all  fLsh,  almost,  the  onely  lives  by  water, 
but  taken  out  of  the  water  he  presently  dies,  and 
there  is  no  delay  between  his  coming  to  the  ayr, 
and  dying  as  can  be  perceived,  so  soon  as  he  is 
drawn  forth  of  the  water. 

"  His  eyes  shine  in  the  sea  by  night,  and  which 
is  more,  you  shall  perceive  as  it  were  lightenings 
and  glitterings  over  the  sea,  with  the  great  motion 
of  this  fish,  and  turning  of  vast  sholes  of  them 
causing  a  reflexion  ;  and  this  is  commonly  called 
herring-lightenings." 

The  name  herring  has  been  derived  from  the 
German  word  heer,  an  army,  signifying  their  numbers. 

The  chief  biographer  of  this  fish  is  Nash,  who  in 
his  "  Lenten  Stuffe,  or  Praise  of  the  Red  Herring," 
gives  it  the  pre-eminence  over  all  marine  inhabitants 
for  usefulness,  which  honour  it  deserves  even  now. 

In  olden  times  Great  Yarmouth  was  the  head- 
quarters of  the  herring  fisheiy,  and  boats  from 
Holland,  Picardy,  and  Xormandy  "  came  in  hun- 
dreds and  two  hundred  sail  at  a  time  together  " 
to  bring  fish  to  be  turned  into  red  herrings. 

The  title  of  "King  of  the  Sea"  was  probably 
conferred  on  the  herring  in  consequence  of  the 
great  profit  that  some  nations  derive  from  the 
fishery. 

To  account  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  herring, 
"Vash  (1599)  relates  the  following  fable: — 

\  falcon  which  had  escaped  from  confinement  on 
passage  from  Ireland,  not  finding  its  ordinary 
prt^y,  struck  at  a  fish,  and  thereby  became  within 
reach  of  a  shark,  which  swallowed  her,  bells  and 
all,  at  a  mouthful. 

All  varieties  of  birds,  hearing  of  this  murder  of 
one  of  their  aristocracy,  determined  to  revenge  the 
insult,  and  formed  thefnselves  into  a  league  for  the 
purpose  of  chastising  the  fishes. 

Information  being  carried  to  the  fish  by  the 
puffin,  they  on  their  side  prepared  for  the  danger, 
and  rnet  in  coimcil  to  choose  a  king  :  the  stronger 
fish,  such  as  the  whale  and  the  dolphin,  laughed 
contemptuously  at  the  idea  of  peril,  so  the  choice 
was  limited  to  the  weaker  kinds. 

After  much  deliberation  the  selection  fell  on  the 
herring,  who  was  saluted  with  Vive  le  Roy  by  all 
present  with  the  exception  of  the  plaice  and  the 
butte,  who  sneered  at  the  newly-chosen  king,  and 
for  their  mockery  have  had  wry  mouths  ever  since. 

In  remembrance  of  the  honour,  has  since  this 
time  worn  a  coronet  on  his  head. 

"  And  the  herring  from  tiiat  tirne  to  tliis  hath 
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gone  about  with  an  army  and  never  stirs  abroad 
witiiout  it." 

Loniftnan'ii  Maqazine,  Vol.  13,  has  a  hmg  article 
on  the  herring  :  it  states  that  the  king  of  the  her- 
rings is  remarkable  for  its  large  head,  long,  whip- 
like tail,  and  a  singular  projection  on  the  top  of  its 
head,  which  the  fancy  of  fishermen  has  transformed 
into  "  the  likeness  of  a  kingly  crown." 

In  reality  it  does  accompany  the  shoals  t)f 
herrings,  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  upon  them,  so 
that  its  reign  is  like  that  of  King  Stork. 

As  to  the  prevalent  superstition  that  the  sh  als 
are  led  by  a  king  and  queen,  Mr.  McDougal  gives 
a  rather  ludicrous  example  of  the  prevalence  of 
this  idea. 

Two  brothers  were  famous  for  their  invariable 
success  in  catching  herrings  :  at  last  it  was  found 
that  they  had  carved  a  king  and  queen  of  the 
herrings  in  wood,  painted  them  like  life,  towed 
them  behind  their  boats,  and  so  enticed  the  shoal 
into  the  shallow  water  where  they  could  easily  be 
taken  ! 

Nash  says  that  a  red  herring  is  wholesome  in  a 
frosty  morning  ;  it  is  mo.^t  precious  fish  mer- 
chandise because  it  can  be  carrif'd  through  all 
Europe ;  nowhere  are  they  so  well  cured  as  at 
Yarmouth. 

The  poorest  sort  make  it  three  parts  of  their 
sustenance,  it  is  every  man's  money,  from  the  king 
to  the  peasant. 

The  round  or  cob,  dried  and  beaten  to  powder, 
is  a  cure  for  the  stone. 

Rub  a  quart  pot,  or  any  measure,  round  about 
the  mouth  with  a  red  herring,  the  beer  shall  never 
foam  or  froth  in  it. 

A  red  herring  drawn  on  the  ground  will  lead 
hounds  a  false  scent. 

A  broiled  herring  is  good  for  the  rheumatism. 
The  fishery  is  a  great  nursery  for  seamen,  and  brings 
more  ships  to  Yarmouth  than  assembled  at  Troy  to 
fetch  back  Helen. 

It  is  related  that  on  Maundy  Thvirsday,  Cardinal 
Wolsey  washed  and  kissed  the  feet  of  fifty  poor 
people,  gave  each  person  twelve  pence,  three  ells 
of  good  canvas  for  shirts,  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  a 
cask  of  red  herrings. 

Taylor,  the  Water  Poet,  has  : — 

Though  they  like  shotten  herrings  are  to  see. 

Yet  such  tall  souldiers  of  their  teeth  they  be. 

That  two  of  them,  like  greedy  cormorants. 

Devour  more  than  sixe  honest  Protestants." 

A  "  .?hotten  herring  "  was  a  phrase  used  to  denote 
a  shabby  fellow.    Shakespeare,  in  Henry  IV.,  has  : — 

"  Go  thy  way  old  Jack  ;  die  when  thou  wilt  ; 
if  manhood,  good  manhood,  be  not  forgot  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth,  then  am  I  a  shotten  herring." 

Halliwell  Phillips  in  his  Dictionary  explains  the 
term  "  shotten  herring  "  to  mean  the  gutted  fish 
that  were  dried  for  keeping. 


TROUT  AND  SALMON  IN  CEYLON. 

Mr.  a.  LoESCH,  who  has  been  importing  ova  for 
the  purposes  of  trout  and  salmon  breeding  in  Ceylon, 
is  very  disconsolate.  The  abnormal  drought  has 
done  him  out  of  his  water  supply,  writes  the  Nuwara 
Eliya  correspondent  of  the  Ceylon  Observer,  and 
consequently  the  bulk  of  the  ova  he  took  with 
artificial  stripping  went  bad,  and  there  were  barely  a 
thousand  good  ova  in  his  patent  boxes.  He  said 
that  for  from  two  to  three  hours  a  day  the  ova  were 
without  any  water  ;  this  was  detrimental  to  hatch- 
ing out  ova,  and  he  was  so  disgusted  with  this 
unforeseen  state  of  the  weather  that  he  has  decided 
not  to  attempt  to  hatch  out  the  15,000  rainbow  and 
5000  salmon  ova  arriving  later  in  Ceylon  by  the 
N.L.  steamer  Prinz  Eitel  Friedrich.  Mr.  I.ioesch 
offered  the  whole  consignment  to  the  Ceylon  Fishing 
Club  for  a  small  sum  of  money  as  he  had  not  the 
water  to  hatch  the  ova  with.  The  salmon  ova  is 
sent  out  to  Mr.  Loesch  by  the  German  Fishing 
Club,  who  have  evinced  a  deal  of  interest  in  the 
experiments  Mr.  Loesch  is  carrying  on. 

The  German  mail  steamer,  which  arrived  at  - 
Colombo  from  Europe  last  Friday  (March  16)  duly 
landed  15,000  rainbow  and  500()  salmon  ova  for 
Nuwara  Eliya.  Mr.  Loesch,  as  stated  above, 
arranged  with  the  Ceylon  Fishing  Club  to  make 
over  the  consignment  of  ova  to  the  club,  which 
intends  to  put  its  fine  new  hatchery  into  use.  The 
dub  decided  last  year  to  import  no  more  ova, 
but  this  decision  has  evidently  been  reconsidered.' 
Owing  to  the  present  drought,  Mr.  Loesch's  pond 
is  almost  dry.  The  special  facilities  enjoyed  by  the 
newly-completed  club  hatchery,  with  an  ample 
water  supply  and  the  supervision  of  Mr.  H.  C. 
Wilson,  the  fish  expert,  should  ensure  greater 
attention  being  paid  to  the  experiment.  The  rain- 
bow ova  has  already  given  gratifying  results  in 
Nuwara  Eliya,  but  salmon  ova  is  being  introduced 
for  the  first  time. — Times  of  India,  March  22, 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Sevknty, — Mr.  E.  Fox,  45,  Thirwell-road,  Heeley, 
Sheffield,  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  re  recipe 
for  preserving  gut. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitot. 

[  We  do  not  hold  oitrneloeis  responslljle   for  (lie 
opinions  expressed  by  our  CorreH'pondcntH.\ 


"FREE  ANGLING  WATERS  IN  SCOTLAND.' 

Dear  Sir, — I  regret  to  see  a  short  article  under 
the  above  heading  in  your  issue  of  Afjril  21  which 
is  wholly  mi.-ileading  in  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the 
law  of  trout  fishing  in  Scotland,  and  I  venture  to 
correct  the  erroneous  impression  thereby  created. 
Similar  articles  have  induced  anglers  to  take  up 
untenable  ground  as  to  supposed  public  rights,  and 
so  fostered  unnecessary  litigation  ;  they  have  given 
proprietors  endless  trouble  and  expense  in  protecting 
their  fishings,  and  they  have  too  frequently  misled 
English  anglers  into  supposing  that  trout  fishing  in 
Scotland  is  free  and  open  to  all. 

Your  esteemed  contributor,  "  G.  M.,"  is  sub- 
stantially correct  when  he  says  that  there  is  no 
free  fishing  for  salmon,  etc.,  in  Scotland,  but  he  is 
entirely  wrong  when  he  states  that  "  it  is  otherwise 
with  brown  trout."  His  statement  also  that  "  as 
long  as  one  keeps  to  the  bed  of  the  river  one  may 
kill  a  barrowful  of  brown  trout  without  legal 
restraint  interfering  with  the  even  tenor  of  one's 
way  ;  but  as  soon  as  one  steps  on  to  the  bank 
with  one's  barrow  or  basket  then  the  Law  of 
Trespass  collars  the  lot,"  could  hardly  be  more 
inaccurate,  and  is  therefore  calculated  to  do  much 
harm.  The  beds  of  rivers,  and  of  lochs,  too,  are 
private  property,  equally  with  their  banks,  and  no 
person  can  extend  a  rod  over  them  or  row  up  from 
the  sea  and  fish  from  a  boat  in  a  river  which  is 
not  an  accepted  navigable  river  (the  Doon  case — 
Bowie  V.  Marquis  of  Ailsa)  without  the  proprietor's 
permission. 

The  right  of  trout  fishing  is  an  accessory  of  land. 
The  right  to  fish  depends  upon  the  ownership  of  the 
land.  Those  persons  who  own  the  beds  of  streams, 
or  lochs,  alone  have  the  right  to  fish  for  trout. 
They  can  exclude  the  public  altogether  or  let  them 
fish  at  pleasure,  and,  although  the  public  may  have 
fished  for  trout  in  certain  waters  from  time  imme- 
morial, no  prescriptive  right  to  fish  is  thereby 
acquired.  At  any  moment  the  wat^-  can  be 
"  protected,"  and  the  public  interdicted  from 
trespassing  on  the  proprietor's  right.  This  has  been 
threshed  out  again  and  again  in  the  courts,  and  all 
sorts  of  pleas,  such  as  that  the  angler  had  lawful 
access  to  the  water  by  a  right-of-way,  or  a  towing- 
path,  or  a  ferry,  or  a  bridge,  and  so  had  right  to 
fish,  have  been  uniformly  negatived. 

To  repeat,  the  right  of  trout  fishing  belongs  to 
the  owner  of  the  solum,  and  the  only  public  right  of 
trout  fishing  in  Scotland  is  in  such  waters  as  are 
both  tidal  and  navigable,  and  only  so  far  as  they 
are  so,  the  reason  being  that  the  solum  in  such 
cases  belongs  to  the  Crown,  which  holds  it  subject 
to  the  public's  primary  right  of  white-fishing  and 
navigation.  The  Spey  case  settled  the  law  against 
the  public  as  regards  a  tidal  and  navigable  river 
where  non-tidal,  the  Doon  case  as  regards  a  non- 
navigable  river  where  tidal,  and  the  Tyne  (Hadding- 
tonshire) case  as  regards  a  non-navigable  river 
where  non-tidal. 

The  many  so-called  open  rivers  of  Scotland  are 
open  either  (first)  because  they  are  not  worth 
fishing  or  protecting,  (second)  because  the  pro- 
prietors personally  do  not  object  to  the  public 
fishing  ;  or  (third)  because  by  agreement  with  the 
proprietors  an  Angling  District  has  been  formed 
for  the  general  behoof,  and  an  equitable  rate  levied 
on  all  anglers  fishing.  On  the  latter  lines  free  fishing 
(so-called)  might  well  develop. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  L.^mond,  Secretary, 

Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Association. 

SIX-FEET  STRANDS  OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  Paul 
Tcherka'sov's  letters  are  always  both  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive.  Reading  the  one  in  your 
issue  of  April  21,  prompts  me  to  once  again 
draw  your  attention  and  that  of  your  readers  to 
the  Tussore  silkworm,  obtainable  in  very  large 
quantities  in  the  North- West  Provinces  of  India. 
The  advantages  of  this,  I  believe,  the  largest  silk- 
worm known,  are,  in  my  opinion,  as  follows  for 
the  purposes  of  making  gut  :  (1)  The  length  of  the 
strand  it  would  give  ;  (2)  the  strength  :  (3)  it 
would  not  glisten  the  same  as  the  Spanish  gut ; 
(4)  it  would  not  fray,  being  much  tougher.  The 
silk  obtained  or  spun  from  this  worm  is  far  more 
durable,  though  not  nearly  so  eyeable  as  that 
obtained  from  the  worm  in  the  Bhagrelpore  district. 
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whicli  is  very  fine  and  of  a  gold  colour ;  when 
"  thrown "  three  strands  being  required  to  form 
a  thread. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  want  of  energy  and  enter- 
jirise  evinced,  on  account  of  this  matter  not  being 
taken  up,  and  the  Tussore  silkworm  crossed  with 
otlier  kinds,  which  is  a  very  easy  matter,  namely, 
hatching  out  the  two  kinds  in  confinement,  and  the 
moths  will  mate  and  the  eggs  will  be  deposited  in 
the  usual  way. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  in  Spain  the 
worms  when  "  ripe  "  are  first  steeped  in  vinegar  for 
a  few  hours,  and  then  pinched  at  the  head  and  tail 
and  drawn  out,  and  each  end  wound  round  on  pins 
on  a  board. 

Fuller  details  on  the  process  of  treating  silk- 
worms for  making  gut,  I  would  suggest,  would  not 
only  interest  your  readers,  but  stimulate  those  who 
have  the  opportunity  to  make  experiments.  P'or 
instance,  officers  and  Civil  Servants  resident  in 
India  could  make  trials  with  the  Tussore  silk- 
worm. A  native  would  gather  hundreds  for  a  few 
coppers. — Yours  truly,  C.  J.  Brooke. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN"  JUNE. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  where  I  can  find  some  fairly  good 
trout  fishing,  either  in  connection  with  an  hotel  or 
for  a  small  payment,  in  the  middle  of  June  in 
England  or  Wales  ?  Golf-links  within  reach  would 
be  an  advantage.  Any .  information  and  advice 
would  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

L.  COURTAULD. 

LAKE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  JUNE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  trying  to  find  a  suitable  place 
for  a  fortnight's  holiday  along  with  my  wife  at 
the  beginning  of  June.  I  am  a  keen  fisher,  and 
want  a  place  with  fairly  decent  lake  trout  fishing, 
but  my  wife  does  not  fish.  Can  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  tell  me  if  there  is  any  place  with  a 
iiydropathic  or  large  hotel  on  similar  lines  where  I 
could  get  loch  fishing  and  where  my  wife  would  not 
weary  to  death.  We  have  tried  several  of  the 
Scotch  fishing  hotels  at  that  season,  but  unless  you 
are  a  fisher  you  are  out  of  it.  There  must  be  many 
men  like  myself  who  take  their  wives  with  them  on 
holiday  and  do  not  care  to  go  to  a  place  where 
their  wives  cannot  enjoy  themselves  if  they  don't 
fish.— Yours  truly.  Teal  and  Red. 

THE  TEIFI. 
Dear  Sir. — Re  spring  salmon  in  the  above  river, 
I  should  like  to  state  that  I  have  caught  more  fresh- 
run  fish  in  April  and  May  than  I  have  done  later  on 
in  the  season  ;  not  only  that,  but  they  were  in  better 
condition  than  those  caught  later.  I  may  also  state 
that  I  know  the  river  fairly  well,  having  fished  it 
regularly  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  With  reference 
to  your  correspondent  re  "  Vic's  "  reports  in  your 
valuable  paper,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
"  Vic  "  is  not  one  of  those  who  would  send  in  false 
reports  or  stoop  to  any  such  unsportsmanlike 
course  as  your  correspondent  accuses  him  of.  I 
invariably  read  his  reports,  and  can  bear  him  out  in 
all  he  has  written.  No  doubt,  if  your  correspondent 
had  investigated  matters  a  little  before  rushing  into 
print,  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  him,  as 
he  seems  rather  anxious  for  facts,  but  now  that  he 
has  "  put  his  foot  in  it,"  I  hope  he  will  withdraw  his 
groundless  charge  like  a  good  sportsman. — Yours 
truly,  PiscATOR. 

THE  TEIFI. 

Dear  Sir, — It  does  not  interest  me  very  greatly 
whether  the  Teifi  is  a  spring  salmon  river  or  not, 
as  I  am  not  likely  to  go  there  myself,  but  it  did 
interest  me  considerably  to  see  in  a  letter  signed 
"  Autumn,"  in  last  week's  Fishing  Oazette,  that 
"  the  excuse  for  retaining  them  (kelts)  usually  is 
that  if  put  back  into  the  river  they  will  only  be 
captured  by  the  coracle  nets  at  Cenarth."  It 
seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  here  is  plenty  of  room  for 
a  water-bailiff  to  look  after  the  coracle  nets  at 
Cenarth  and  some  rod  fishermen  on  the  river. — 
Yours  truly,  Salmon  Fisherman. 

THE  TEIFI. 
Dear  Sir, — For  some  time  past  letters  have 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  in  reference  to 
salmon  fishing  in  the  Teifi.  In  the  issue  of  April  21 
"  Autumn  "  finishes  up  his  letter  by  referring  to 
my  record,  that  if  it  could  be  obtained  it  would 
prove  conclusively  that  it  is  a  late  river.  It  is  as 
follows  -.—1902,  April  4,  7,  19,  2.5  ;  May  1,  2,  5,  12. 
21,  and  24  ;  June  7,  18,  and  21  ;  and  seven  fish  in 
August  and  October.  1903,  May  7,  22,  and  28  ; 
June  9,  15,  10,  and  17.  1904,  April  23  and  May  30  ; 
three  in  August,  seven  in  September,  and  a  few 
in  the  autumn.  1905,  May  8,  13,  and  27  ;  and  four 
in  October, 


Early  salmon  fishing  depends  on  the  state  of  the 
river  in  early  March.  If  there  is  a  flood  then  fresh 
run  salmon  can  be  caught,  and  the  kelts  are  washed 
back  to  the  sea.  The  same  applies  to  the  late 
fishing  ■  unless  there  is  a  flood  in  July  or  August  the 
chances  are  very  poor  for  good  autumn  fishing. 
Since  the  fish-pass  has  been  made  at  Canarth  the 
conditions  have  improved,  especially  so  for  Llan- 
dyssil,  because  they  have  less  distance  to  travel. 
Salmon  are  always  caught  earlier  about  Llandyssil 
than  here.  I  often  hear  of  catclies  the  second  and 
third  weeks  in  March.  Perhaps  if  I  fished  for  salmon 
earlier  I  might  catch,  but,  as  a  rule,  I  do  not  try 
until  I  am  sure  the  kelts  have  all  gone  back. — 
Yours  truly.  Station-master. 

SALMON  FISHING  IN  LOCH  MORAR. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
who  have  fished  Loch  Morar  and  the  Morar  river 
in  early  July  kindly  tell  me  what  chance  of  a 
salmon  there  would  be  then,  in  what,  I  fear,  is  the 
slack  salmon  season.  Any  information  as  to  sea- 
fishing,  sea  and  brown  trout,  obtainjible  from  the 
Station  Hotel,  Mallaig,  the  first  week  in  July  would 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

SALMON  AND  PEAL  FISHING  IN  DEVON- 
SHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  which  is  the  best  salmon  and  peal  river 
in  Devonshire,  and  the  best  place  to  fish  from  ? — 
Yours  truly.  Ernest  Shand. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  CORmVALL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  hoping  to  spend  a  fortnight  in 
Cornwall  about  the  end  of  May,  probably  making 
Truro  my  headquarters  ;  and  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  would  give  mo  some 
information  as  to  whether  I  can  get  some  rough 
trout  fishing  in  the  district.  I  do  not  mind  how 
remote  from  the  railway  so  long  as  I  can  find  some 
quiet  spots  where  a  few  small  trout  can  be  caught 
on  the  moorland  streams  or  the  mill-brooks  that 
abound  in  the  county. 

I  have  heard  that  there  is  some  fair  sport  to  be 
had  around  Bodmin,  but  I  am  less  desirous  of 
capturing  big  fish  than  enjoying  the  task  of  fishing 
the  narrow,  overhung  brooks  where  one  has  to  work 
and  manoeuvre  to  capture  its  wily  inhabitants. 
Full  particulars  as  to  permission,  licence,  etc..  and 
whether  worm  and  minnow  may  be  used  will  be 
esteemed  a  great  favour. — Yours  truly. 

Wanderer. 

RIVER  AND  LAKE  TROUT  FISHING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — I  can  pi-ovide  "  Octogenarian  "  with 
some  of  the  best  trouting  in  the  Shannon  at  Killaloe, 
strictly  preserved,  and  ample  for  three  or  four  rods  ; 
grilse  fishing  also.  Lough  Derg  lake  trouting 
is  free  to  all  comers.  May  is  the  best  time  for  the 
Green  Drake  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Killaloe.  S.  J.  Hurley. 


DRESSINGS   OF  FLIES  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — Would  you  or  some  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  kindly  give  me  the  dressings  of  the 
following  floaters  : — Olive  Dun,  Ginger  and  Red 
Quill  Gnat.  Alder,  Governor,  Sedge  and  Badger 
Hackle  Midge.  I  know  a  lake  about  two  or  three 
miles  from  here  on  which  I  can  get  from  two  to 
three  dozen  trout  from  ^Ib.  to  £-lb.  any  day  there  is 
breeze  enough  to  fish  it.  The  fishing  is  free,  and 
good  hotel  accommodation  here.  I  will  give  anyone 
you  know  coming  this  way  any  information  he 
requires  about  this  lake. — Yours  truly, 

Lisdoonvarna,  co.  Clare.  A.  McGuiRE. 


FISHING  IN  ICELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Wishing  to  go  to  Iceland  for  a 
fishing  holiday,  but  knowing  nothing  of  the  country, 
I  should  be  giad  if  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly 
advise  me  where  I  could  get  any  reUable  information. 
I  had  an  enjoyable  holiday  in  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  Islands  last  year  by  obtaining  particulars 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  so  I  am  encouraged  to  try 
again. — Yours  trulj',  W'.  H.  D. 

FISHING  AT.  HELFORD. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  information  about  a  little  place  named 
Helford.  near  Falmouth,  situated  at  mouth  of  a 
small  estuary  ?  What  sort  of  fishing  is  there  in 
August,  especially  are  there  any  bass  to  be  had  ? 
And  also  tlie  possibilities  as  to  bait  ? — Yours  truly, 

F.  Robbins. 


THE  PASSING  OF  BLUE  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  tried  in  vain  of  late  to  get 
blue  up-turned  eyed  hooks,  and  am  now  informed  by 


a  well-known  maker  of  fish  hooks  that  there  is 
practically  no  demand  for  the  article.  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  you  prefer  the  blue  to  the  bronzed  hook, 
and  no  doubt  many  other  anglers  are  of  the  same 
mind ;  it  is  possible,  therefore,  that  an  appeal  to 
y(jurself  and  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may 
create  a  demand  for  and  the  supply  of  the  weapon 
in  question. 

Personally,  I  would  prefer  a  hook  enamelled  a 
lighter  shade  of  blue  than  that  given  to  the  old 
pattern,  niy  idea  being  that  a  paler  tint  would  be 
loss  conspicuous  in  clear  water. — Yours  truly, 

F.  R.  Fisher. 


IRISH   PRAWNS   AND  JERSEY  ORMERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  years  since  these  prawns  and 
ormers  were  to  be  had  in  Billingsgate  Market,  but 
seem  to  have  gone  quite  out  of  date.  Just  now 
I  am  in  want  of  both  of  them,  but  do  not  know 
to  whom  to  apply.  Perhaps  .some  of  your  numerous 
readers,  both  in  Ireland  and  Jersey,  will  kindly 
inform  me  where  they  are  to  be  had,  when  they  can 
be  had,  and  how  they  are  sold.  By  so  doing  they  would 
greatly  oblige  yours  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 

Reading. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  THE  AVON  OR  STOUR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  purpose  spending  my  annual  vaca- 
tion next  September  at  Bournemouth,  and  would 
like  to  do  some  coarse  fishing  in  the  Avon  and 
Stour.  Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  ma 
whether  there  i-i  any  free  fishing  in  these  rivers,  and, 
if  so,  where  ?  I  would  not  object  to  paying,  say. 
Is.  a  rod. — Yours  truly,  A  Beginner. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  your 
readers  could  give  me  particulars  of  the  sea  fiishing 
obtainabie  round  the  coast  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
preferably  in  the  country  districts,  where  man  and 
boat  could  be  obtained,  if  required,  also  the  cost  of 
man  and  boat  per  day. — Yours  truly,  Markus. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  KENIL- 
WORTH,  WARWICKSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  of  any  trout  fishing  within 
thirty  miles  of  Kenilworth,  either  free  or  associa- 
tion waters — stream  or  reservoir. — Yours  truly. 

J.  D.  F. 


FISHING  FOR  CARP  IN  SHALLOW  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  your  correspondent's 
inquiry  as  to  how.he  may  catch  large  carp  in  shallow 
water,  even  if  it  is  impracticable  to  fish  on  the 
bottom  owing  to  refuse,  I  think  i  may  be  able  to 
help  him.  In  fishing  such  a  spot  for  carp,  I  should 
advise  that  he  go  to  the  water  twolor  three  evenings 
previous  to  the  day  he  intends  to  fish,  and  throw  a 
few  handfuls  of  broken-up  bread -crusts  on  the 
surface  all  about  the  part  he  is  going  to  fish.  This 
will'  accustom  the  carp  to  feed  on  the  surface. 
Having  provided  himself  with  half-a-dozen  triangles 
(No.  8  size),  mounted  on  trout  gut,  a  fly  rod,  light 
silk  line  on  an  optional  check  reel,  and  some  trout 
casts,  and  for  bait  a  number  of  cubes  of  crust  half- 
an-inch  square,  cut  from  an  ordinary  loaf  two  days 
old,  he  will  have  an  outfit  with  which  I  think  he 
may  hope  with  patience  to  beguile  some  of  those 
wai-y  carp  to  use  the  above.  Having  put  together 
the  rod,  line  and  cast,  and  baited  a  triangle  by 
running  the  end  of  the  gut  through  the  centre  of  a 
cube  with  a  baiting  needle,  and  burying  the  hooks 
in  the  crust  right  up  to  the  bend,  attach  it  to  the  cast. 
The  loop  of  this  should  be  a  large  one,  so  as  to  let 
the  cube  pass  through,  as  each  time  you  have  to 
put  on  a  fresh  cube  you  have  to  detach  the  triangle 
from  the  cast  and  readjust  it  again. 

No  float  should  be  used.  Then  having  approached 
the  water  carefully,  cast  out  the  bait  as  you  would 
a  fly,  and  round  it  throw  a  handful  of  broken 
bread,  and  wait  for  results.  The  bait  will  float  for 
any  length  of  time  if  not  moved,  and  the  line  should 
be  greased  to  keep  it  from  sinking,  so  the  refuse  on 
the  bottom  will  in  no  way  interfere  with  sport,  at 
any  rate  until  a  fish  has  been  hooked.  If  you  can 
see  a  fish  near  the  surface  so  much  the  better ; 
throw  a  few  bits  of  bread  round  him  to  get  him  on 
the  feed,  and  then  cast  about  a  foot  in  front  of  him, 
and  the  chances  are  he  will  take  your  hook  bait. 
With  this  sort  of  tackle  I  have  caught  many  carp 
up  to  51b.,  and  I  much  prefer  it  to  ordinary  float 
fishing,  as  it  approaches  as  nearly  to  fly  fishing  as  any 
bait  fishing  can.  Of  course,  very  early  mornings 
and  late  evenings  are  the  best  time  for  carp,  but  on 
a  dull,  warm  day  I  have  known  them  to  feed  on  the 
surface  all  day.  Hoping  this  letter  may  be  of  use 
to  your  correspondent. — Yours  tnily, 

B.  H.  Charleton. 

{^Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


The  Opening  at  Blagdon. 

The  only  account  I  have  seen  up  to  the  moment 
of  writing  this  note  about  sport  at  Blagdon  this  sea- 
son is  that  by  Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham,  the  angling 
editor  of  the  Field,  in  that  paper  for  last  week. 
On  another  page  I  give  a  few  extracts  from  Mr.  S.'s 
very  interesting  account,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  he 
succeeded  in  getting  a  brace  and  a  half — a  leash,  he 
calls  it,  but  I  dislike  the  term  as  appUed  to  trout — 
of  fine  fish,  including  one  of  nearly  71b.  (it  was 
6Jlb.  when  weighed  in  the  evening),  one  of  4ilb., 
and  a  third  of  31bv  lOoz.  This  sport  was  all  got 
when  fishing  from  the  bank  ;  next  day,  when  using 
the  boat,  not  a  rise  did  Mr.  Sheringham  get.  One 
of  the  secrets  of  Blagdon's  success — in  fact,  the 
secret — is  the  food  supply.  I  see  Mr.  Sheringham 
refers  to  absence  of  sticklebacks :  if  there  is  any  real 
falling-off  in  their  numbers,  a  fresh  stock  should  be 
put  in  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  booked  to  fish 
at  Blagdon  with  Mr.  David  Pine  on  May  4  and  .5, 
but  much  fear  that  fate  will  prevent  my  going.  I 
particularly  wished  to  see  if  the  same  extraordinary 
heaps  of  gnat  shucks  or  empty  larval  cases  would 
be  found  round  the  lake  as  last  year.  The  gnat 
larvae  give  sport  to  the  sticklebacks,  and  the  stickle- 
backs give  sport  to  the  trout,  and  the  trout  give 
sport  to  the  angler — at  times.  I  also  looked  forward 
to  seeing  Mr.  Carr's  New  Zealand  trout.  By  the 
way,  we  ought  to  hear  soon  if  the  eggs  from  the 
Blagdon  and  Lord  Denbigh's  hatchery  arrived 
safely.  I  hope  to  have  a  note  from  Mr.  Carr  about 
the  sport  at  Blagdon.  in  addition  to  that  Mr. 
Sheringham  had.  I  boheve  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Hardy 
Corfe,  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  have  fished  there  akeady 
this  season. 

The  Bridg^e  Trout. 

Fishing  in  the  Windrush  at  Easter  I  had^some 
trout  up  to  2\\h.  in  Vjetter  condition  than  I  have 
often  seen  them  even^in  May  ;  they  were  bright, 
plump,  and  firm,  and  fought  finely.  A  two-pounder, 
which  indulged  in  what  Mr.  Sheringham  calls  the 
"  Bridge  Habit,"  gave  me  as  good  a  fight  as  I  have 
had  with  a  trout  for  a  long  time.  He  lived  under 
the  centre  arch  of  an  old  stone  bridge  over  the  river, 
which  flows  fast  through  all  three  arches.  Mr. 
Luckett  told  me  he  was  there — by  great  luck — 


for  I  had  to  stand  on  the  bank  above  the  bridge 
and  cast  across  to  the  arch  ;  my  fly  cleared  the 
keystone  by  an  inch,  and  no  sooner  did  it  touch  the 
water  than  it  was  taken,  an(i  the  fish  went  with  a 
rush  down  into  the  pool  below.  I  expected  a  smash, 
as  a  corner,  of  the  pier  of  the  arch  made  a  sharp 
angle  in  my  fine.  To  reduce  this  angle  as  much  as 
possible  rie'f  otit'a'lot  of  line  gradually,  and  went 
to  a  point  higher  up  where  a  straighter  pull  was 
possible.  To  -  drag  a  heavy  fish  through  such  a 
strong  rush  of  water  I  knew  was  hopeless.  What 
I  hoped  was  that  he  would,  if  I  kept  a  steady  strain 
on,  swim  up  through  it  himself,  and  so  he  did,  slowly 
and  with  angry  tugs,  until  he  was  clear  of  the  arch. 
Then  somebody  on  the  bridge  flourished  his  arm, 
crying,  "There  he  is! "  and  the  frightenedfish dashed 
across  the  main  river  and  up  a  stream  from  the 
mill  on  the  opposite  side.  In  this  rush  the  line  got 
buried  in  some  weeds  and  grass  at  a  point  where 
the  streams  met.  I  could  hear  him  splashing,  and 
then  felt  the  line  slacken,  and  guessing  it  meant  a 
rush  back  for  the  main  stream  and  down  one  of  the 
arches,  I  had  to  chance  things.  The  pull  on  the 
fine  buried  in  the  weeds  made  him  swerve,  and  he 
ran  himself,  quite  as  much  as  I  pulled  him,  right 
into  them.  It  was  his  last  effort,  for  he  lay  there 
on  his  side  with  hardly  a  kick  left,  while  my  son 
raced  off  down  the  road,  round  by  the  mill,  to  get 
over  the  mill  stream  and  then  across  a  field,  and 
hfted  him  out  with  the  net.  Bob  was  going  to  turn 
him  out  on  the  bank  close  to  the  edge  to  get  the 
hook  out,  but  I  shouted,  "  Get  back  from  the  water 
first."  I  have  known  a  trout  flop  back  if  he  got 
the  chance  !  It  was  a  lovely  pink-fleshed  21b.  fish, 
which  ate  as  well  as  it  fought.  The  next  day  the 
Amateur  Angler"  saw  one  of  the  village  boys  on 
the  bridge  danghng  a  string  in  the  water  at  the 
end  of  a  bit  of  stick,  and  asked  him  if  he  expected 
to  catch  anything.  "  There's  big  'uns  here,"  the 
young  rascal  said,  "  I  catched  two  the  other  even- 
ing "  ;  and  then  took  the  "  A.  A.'s  "  breath  away 
by  adding,  "  and  the  biggest  was  thirteen  pounds." 

"Shaw's  Fly-fishing  Knife." 

Mr.  Fred.  G.  Shaw  has  designed  and  patented 
the  best  knife  for  the  fly-fisherman,  or  any  fisher- 
man, that  I  have  ever  seen.  It  is  on  sale  at  the 
Jimior  Army  and  Navy  Stores  and  at  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros.,  Pall  Mall.  The  price  is  7s.  6d.  Mr. 
Shaw  says:— "This  knife  ('Shaw's  Fly-fishing 
Knife')  was  designed  by  myself  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  fly-fisherman.  It  contains  a 
strong  pair  of  scissors,  a  good  blade,  a  long  and 
fine  pricker  for  eyed  hooks,  a  disgorger  at  the  end 
of  a  four-faced  splitting  file  of  the  keenest  temper, 
and  a  useful  screw-driver.  The  scissors  can  be 
used  also  as  nippers.  Its  length  is  3|in.,  breadth 
^in.,  width  ^in.,  it  weighs  2oz.  only,  and  has  a 
shackel  at  one  end."  It  is  very  strong,  very  light, 
and  the  file  is  the  best  I  have  come  across  for 
sharpening  hard  steel  fish-hooks. 

A  New  Angling  Association  for  Ramsgate  and 
District. 

With  every  prospect  of  a  successful  career,  a  new 
association,  entitled  the  Ramsgate  and  District 
Angling  Association,  has  been  established.  The  head- 
quarters are  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Ramsgate,  and 
already  a  very  neat  book  of  rules  and  regulations 
has  been  issued.  The  objects  of  the  association  are 
(o)  the  obtaining  for  members  greater  facilities  from 
railway  companies,  pier  and  harbour  authorities, 
riparian  owners,  boatmen  and  baitmen  for  the 
practice  of  angling,  either  in  the  sea  or  in  fresh 
water  ;  {b)  the  collecting  of  items  of  interest  to 
anglers,  keeping  a  record  of  good  catches,  and  to 
do  all  possible  to  promote  angling  and  good- 
fellowship  ;  (c)  the  arranging  of  competitions, 
joining  in  competitions  with  kindred  associations, 
and  in  promoting  social  intercourse  among  this  and 
other  associations.  ;  (d)  the  taking  advantage  of  all 
occasions  for  the  advancement  of  Ramsgate  as  an 
angling  centre.  The  following  extracts  are  from  the 
East  Kent  Times'  report  of  the  inaugural  supper, 
held  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  April  20 : — "  About 
thirty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  the  excellent 
spread,  provided  by  the  host,  Mr.  J.  J.  Roach.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Glutton  (president  of  the  association)  occupied 
the  chair ;  and  Mr.  S.  G.  Philpott  acted  as  vice- 
chairman.  After  the  toast  of  '  The  King,'  the 
honorary  secretary  then  read  a  list  of  prizes 
which  had  been  offered  for  compfetition,  amongst 
which  were  the  Mayor's  cup,  the  President's  prize 
of  an  angler's  outfit,  for  the  boat  competition, 


one  for  the  pier  competition,  and  a  guinea 
for  the  highest  aggregate  in  all  competitions. 
The  Prior  of  St.  Augustine  also  offered  two  prizes 
for  the  heaviest  bass  taken  from  boat  or  shore. 
Mr.  H  H.  Marks,  M.P.,  the  member  for  Thanet,  and 
the  hon.  sec.  also  offered  some  valuable  prizes 
for  lady  meml)ers. The  chairman,  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  '  The  Ramsgate  and  District  Angling 
Association,'  said  they  were  greatly  indebted  to 
their  hon.  secretary,  and  hoped  that  the  members 
would  give  him  their  heartiest  support,  and  wished 
the  society  every  success.  Mr.  T.  W.  Mockridge  ably 
responded.  Other  toasts  included  '  The  President 
and  Vice-Presidents,'  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  K.  Wardell, 
and  responded  to  by  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Philpott.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
followed." 

The  angling  will  include  fresh  as  well  as  salt  water, 
and  temporary  or  visiting  members  will  be  admitted 
from  time  to  time  for  such  subscription  as  the  com- 
mittee may  from  time  to  time  determine.  Mr.  T. 
Orumplen  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  have  been  elected 
honorary  members. 

Gut  Sold  by  Mr.  James  Ogden  in  1856  used 
Last  Season. 

Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  maker, 
received  a  letter  recently  from  one  of  his  customers 
at  Richmond,  Yorks,  saying : 

"  Dear  Sib,— In  looking  through  some  fishing  . 
tackle  in  my  possession,  I  came  across  the  enclosed 
letter  from  your  firm  dated  April  18,  1856.  The 
gut  referred  to  I  used  last  season,  and  found^it 
answer  very  well,  considering  its  age." 
Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  : — 
"  28,  Winchcomb-street, 

"  Cheltenham. 
"April  18,  1856. 
"  Sir, — I  hope  the  enclosed  gut  will  meet  your 
approval.    Your  future  favours  shall  meet  with  my 
best  attention. — I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  j 

"  James  Ogden. 
"  100  Super  Fine  long  gut,  13s." 
It  is  just  fifty  years  since  Mr.  Ogden  sent  that' 
gut  to  Yorkshue — it  must  have  been  very  good, 
and  I  should  much  like  to  see  a  strand  or  two  of 

it  if  Mr.  Ogden's  customer  did  not  use  it  all.   ^ 

  .  h.\ 

A  Rare  Opportunity. 

An  old  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
recently  taken  the  lease  of  a  pretty  little  sporting 
estate  within  two  and  a  half  hours  of  London,  and 
is  willing  to  share  it  for  the  coming  season  with 
one  gentleman  of  a  kindred  spirit.  The  fishing  is 
from  one  bank  of  a  well-stocked  river,  about  two 
and  a  half  miles,  and  the  shooting  extends  over 
300  acres.  The  total  cost  is  about  £25.  I  have 
spent  a  day  or  two  on  the  water  and  been,  over  the 
shooting,  and  can  thoroughly  recommend  it  as 
much  the  cheapest  bit  of  fishing  and  shooting  at 
the  price  that  I  have  ever  come  across. 

The  "Fishing  Gazette"  Oils  Mars  Oil's  Wheels  j 

"  The  Mars  Oil  Co., 
"  10  and  12,  Milton-street,  London,  E.G. 

"  April  30,  1906. 

"  Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  that  I  men- 
tioned to  you  the  other  day  the  wonderful  success 
which  your  kindly  remarks  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
regarding  Iviars  Oil  have  elicited  from  your  fishing 
friends.  Out  of  curiosity,  I  have  just  added  up: 
the  number  of  applications  to  date,  and  find  that  it 
is  287.  This,  I  think,  is  quite  a  record,  especially 
considering  that  our  advertisement  has  only 
appeared  twice  in  your  excellent  paper  ! 

"  You  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  use  you 
please  of  this  unsolicited  testimonial,  and  begging, 
you  to  give  us  your  further  support, — I  remain, 
faithfully  yoiurs,  "  G.  Greineb." 

Since  I  first  noticed  this  wonderfully  good  oil,  I 
have  tried  it  in  various  ways  and  found  that  it  is 
first-rate,  except  for  oiling  the  works  of  one's  reel, 
and  I  ought  not  to  have  used  it  for  that,  as  the 
directions  say  it  should  not  be  used  for  locks  of 
guns  and  similar  work.  But  for  making  lines  float, 
for  making  one's  boots  waterproof,  even  against 
melting  snow,  and  for  leather  bags,  straps,  etc.,  I 
find  it  first-rate.  The  same  company  sends  me 
samples  of  their  special  oil  for  gun  locks,  called 
"  Salvaroil  "  :  it  is  claimed  that  it  is  Al  for  oiling 
steel  works  of  guns,  reels,  etc.,  and  preserving  them 
from  rust.  R.  B.  Marston.  ' 
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SALMON  FISHING  AT  KILREA 
ON  THE  BANN. 
r  J  By  R.  B.  Mabston. 


Merger's  Hotel,  Kikea,  co.  Derry,  is  a  capital 
place  from  which  to  fish  the  celebrated  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout  river,  the  Bann.  Having  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  published  reports 
about  the  sport  from  that  prince  of  salmon  fly 
makers,  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee,  it  was  with  very  pleasant 
anticipations  that  my  wife  and  I  set  off  for  Kihea 
early  last  July.  We  had  previously  had  most 
unpleasant  experiences  in  crossing  from  Dublin  to 
Holyhead,  so  we  determined  to  try  the  Stranraer  and 
Lame  route,  and  for  anyone  going  to  the  northern 
part  of  Ireland  I  can  strongly  recommend  it, 
especially  as  it  enables  one  so  easily  to  visit  Portrush 
and  the  magnificent  coast  scenery  of  the  district, 
including  the  Giant's  Causeway — which  alone  is 
worth  a  visit;  a  narrow  gauge  railway  takes  one 
along  the  edge  of  the  great  cliffs,  and  there  is  ample 
hotel  and  otlier  accommodation  close  to  one  of 
the  greatest  of  this  world's  wonders.  My  wife  and 
I  fell  in  with  a  very  charming  French  family  on  our 
visit  to  the  Causeway,  which  added  much  to  our 
pleasure ;  it  seems  there  is  a  similar  basaltic 
formation  in  France,  but  not  on  such  a  large  scale. 

At  Kihea,  at  the  very  comfortable  Mercer's 
Hotel,  we  were  soon  at  liome — everything  was 
clean  and  comfortable,  the  cuisine  excellent,  and 
attendance  all  one  could  wish.  In  the  hall  of  the 
hotel,  ready  packed  to  go  by  rail  to  friends  in 
England,  were  two  salmon,  or,  rather,  grilse,  and 
genial  Mr.  James  Mctlorry,  the  proprietor,  told  us 
that  all  that  was  needed  was  rain.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  tell  us,  for  from  Euston  to  Stranraer 
and  from  Larne  to  Kilrea  every  river  and  stream 
we  had  crossed  was  crying  for  rain. 

Although  the  Bann  does  not  feel  a  drought  so 
much  as  many  rivers  which  have  not  the  largest 
freshwater  lake  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  their 
back,  still  it  was  over  a  foot  too  low,  and,  worse,  it 
was  too  stale  and  warm.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
tantahsing  experiences  I  have  ever  had,  for  I  never 
saw  a  river  so  full  of  grilse,  and  I  am  confident  that 
Mr.  McCorry,  who  is  a  very  keen  and  skilful  angler, 
was  under  the  mark  when  he  said  that  with  more 
fresh  water  in  the  river  we  should  have  had 
two  or  three  grilse  a  day  each  ;  any  fish  you  catch 
are  yours,  and  the  charges  made  by  the  Bann 
Fisheries'  Association  are  very  moderate ;  all 
particulars  about  them  can  be  had  by  wi'iting  to 
the  manageress  of  Mercer's  Hotel,  Kihea,  which  is 
within  a  mile  of  the  river.  I  believe  that  the  total 
cost,  including  hotel  charges,  fishing  ticket,  boat 
and  man,  is  £5  6s.  per  week,  or  per  day  19s., 
inclusive  ;  of  course,  drinks  are  extra. 

As  a  place  to  which  to  take  a  lady  for  some 
salmon  fishing,  I  think  Kilrea  would  be  hard  to 
beat  in  June  and  July.  Tom,  the  ever-pleasant 
driver  of  the  jaunting-car,  lands  you  at  the  bridge 
in  a  few  minutes  ;  there  a  comfortable  boat  is 
waiting,  and  then  you  take  your  turn  with  other 
boats  to  fish  on  the  upper  or  lower  beats. 

Formerly,  most  of  the  salmon  and  grilse  were  killed 
with  the  fly,  now  most  of  them  fall  to  the  prawn 
or  minnow.  Personally,  I  prefer  one  chance  with 
the  fly  to  three  with  any  other  bait,  but  I  am  not 
rich  enough  and  have  not  time  enough  to  go  only 
to  places  where  the  salmon  will  take  the  fly. 

But  prawn  fishing  on  the  Baim  is  a  really  delicate 
art.  Your  boatman  must  know  his  work  well,  and 
you  must  leave  nothing  to  chance.  The  bait  used 
is  a  small  prawn,  in  fact,  no  larger  than  an  ordinary 
shrimp  of  medium  size,  and  it  is  fished  on  a  single 
liook,  round  in  the  bend,  with  a  shank  of  perhaps 
l|in.  in  length  ;  this  is  whipped  to  a  strand  of 
stained  grilse  gut.  Bann  anglers  seem  to  prefer 
their  hooks  gilded,  as  making  less  show  when  baited. 
The  baiting  is  done  by  holding  the  prawn  back 
downwards  with  the  left  hand  and  passing  the  hook 
through  from  tail  nearly  to  the  head  ;  the  tail  can 
be  secured  with  a  turn  or  two  of  fine  wire. 
K  When  his  health  will  permit  it,  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee 
(who  knows  the  Bann  and  its  fishing  probably  as 
no  one  else  has  ever  done  or  will  do)  makes  the 
lovehest  of  salmon  flies  imaginable,  and  he  also 
supplies  just  the  correct  kind  of  casts  and  traces 
for  the  BannTfishing.  For  all  but  fly  fishing,  a  14ft. 
grilse  rod  is  the__best'size  to  use. 
'  >The7 method 'of  fishing  the  prawn  on  the  Bann 
is  peculiar.  The  river  is  not  very  deep,  at  least, 
the  salmon  pools  are  not,  as  a  rule,  more  than 
from  6ft.  to  8ft.  ;  the  angler  lets  out  line  so  aa  to 


allow  the  bait  to  swim  a  foot  or  so  under  the  surface, 
and  then,  rowing  so  gently  that  you  can  hardly  hear 
a  drop  of  water  stir,  the  boatmen  go  zig-zag  down 
the  pool,  crossing  from  one  side  to  the  other,  each 
time  dropping  a  foot  or  so.  If  there  is  a  taking 
salmon  or  grilse  in  the  pool  when  the  blushing 
prawn  comes  in  sight,  the  angler  being  some  twenty 


of  the  line  on  him'^will  put  the  point  of  the  single 
hook  in,  and  you  get  capital  sport  on  the  small 
rod  and  moderately  fine  grilse  gut  and  single  hook. 

When  the  river  is  in  good  order  the  fly^does  as 
well  or  better  than  the  prawn,  and  you  can  fisli 
every  pool  by  casting,  or  if  you  are  too  lazy  to^casl , 
you  can  "  harl." 


Fishing  on  River  Bann  near  Kilrea. 


[Dalian,  Kilrea. 


Phvtu  bill 


Fishing  on  River  Bann  at  Portna,  near  Kilrea. 


[Dallas,  Kilrea. 


yards  or  less  up  stream,  he  rises,  and  gives  the  angler 
a  little  electric  shock.  If  you  respond  instantly, 
in  nine  out  of  ten  times,  you^will  snatch  the  prawn 
away,  and  spoil  your  fish  s  appetite  for  a  long  time, 
especially  if  he  has  experienced  the  same  thing 
previously.  You  must  give  the  fish  time  while 
you  count  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  not  too  fast, 
to  turn  and  begin  to  go  down — then  the  tightening 


It  was  exasperating  to  see  salmon  and  grilse 
jumping  all  day  and  every  day  all  over  the  river, 
and  yet  to  get  in  nine  days  only  about  four  "  pulls  " 
and  two  grilse.  The  fish  did  not  seem  to  mind  the 
boats  a  bit — two  fish  appeared  to  be  trying  to 
jump  over  my  wife's  salmon  rod,  and  others  into 
the  boat.  But  they  would  take  nothing  ;  at  least, 
we  could  only  get  two  in  the  last  hour  or  so  of'oux 
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last  morning,  and  yet  Ik.  McCorry  rarely  went  out 
without  getting  a  fish,  or  at  least  having  one  on, 
Init  he  knows  the  difference  between  hitting  it 

ind  missing  it  in  this  delicate  fishing.  We  slew 
M-ime  jack  and  perch,  but  the  trout  were  like  the 
grilse,  not  to  be  tempted.    I  think,  in  addition  to 

he  fact  that  the  water  was  low,  warm,  and  stale,  the 
T'lesence  of  miUions  of  elvers,  or  young  eels,  passing 
up  day  after  day,  may  have  given  the  trout  all 
they  wanted  in  the  shape  of  food. 

I  caught  one  or  two  Bann  trout,  and  saw  enough 
to  freely  admit  aU  their  fine  qualities  as  game  and 
table  fish — they  are  not  only  game  but  extra  game, 
and  when  you  get  hold  of  a  l|lb.  or  •21b.  fish  in  the 
lovely  stretch  of  broken  water  below  the  great  dam 
at  KUrea,  you  have  to  look  out.  I  only  had  an 
hour  or  two  at  the  trout,  and  only  once  saw  a  good 
rise  of  the  little  sedge  which  ought  to  be  out  well 
every  warm  summer's  evening — then  in  every 
stream  and  pool  the  big  trout  were  on  the  move, 
but  it  was  over  before  I  could  get  my  trout  rod 
ready. 

The  Bann  is,  I  should  say,  by  nature  a  fairly 
rocky  and  streamy  river,  but  the  foolish  great  dams 
which  have  been  built  on  it,  for  a  navigation  which 
never  did  and  never  wiU  exist,  have  converted  it 
into  a  stately  river  flowing  full  through  scenery 
which  reminds  one  of  the  choicest  bits  on  our 
lovely  Thames. 

For  many  years  there  has  been  agitation  for  the 
undamming  of  the  Bann,  and  the  doing  away  with 
the  farce  of  a  staff  paid  to  look  after  river  traflBc 
which  never  comes. 

Last  autumn  Sir  Alexander  Binnie  made  a  careful 


Kilrea  when  we  were  there,  and  every  day  some- 
body or  other  got  a  fish,  which  kept  up  the  general 
spirits,  and  then  everybody  is  jolly  and  pleasant  in 
Ireland,  and  there  is  no  country  to  "  bate  "  it  for 
holiday  enjoyment. 

"  John  Dory "  will,  in  an  early  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  give  a  pleasant  account  of  the 
trout  fishing,  which  is  not  so  good  as  formerly, 
simply  because,  as  is  the  case  with  every  other 
place  where  good  trout  fishing  is  free,  anglers  are 
more  numerous.  As  for  gi'ilse,  I  have  seen  more 
than  I  could  count  jumping  at  a  dam  at  the  same 
time  at  different  parts  of  it. 

P.S. — I  regret  to  learn  that  the  proprietor  of 
the  Mercer's  Hotel  at  Kilrea,  owing  to  impaired 
health  and  being  non-resident,  wishes  to  dispose 
of  the  business  as  a  going  concern.  It  would  be 
a  nice  business  for  anyone  fond  of  angling  or  having 
angling  connections,  as  Kilrea  is  a  thriving  market 
town. 


THE  OPENING  AT  BLAGDON. 


Other  things  being  equal,  which,  interpreted 
piscatorially,  means  "  everything  being  favourable," 
the  great  ones  of  Blagdon  Lake  come  up  out  of  the 
depths  and  he  with  their  noses  on  the  banks.  The 
angbr,  approaching  with  due  stealth,  casts  a  large 
March  Brown  at  one  of  them  with  a  comfortably 
short  line  ;  a  pair  of  massive  jaws  opens  and  shuts, 
the  reel  screams,  and,  behold,  5lb.  of  trout  are 
leaping  madly  sixty  yards  away,  while  the  sports- 
man is  endeavouring  to  prevent  himself  from  leaping 


I  consoled  myself  by  thinking  that  the  trout  had 
evidently  now  begun  to  feed,  and  that  it  would 
only  be  a  matter  of  minutes  before  the  first  fish 
was  in  the  bag.  The  edge  of  the  lake  in  this  part 
was  rather  shallow,  but  here  and  there  were  narrow 
channels  of  the  kind  described,  which  certainly 
looked  as  if  they  should  yield  something.  But  it 
was  not  till  I  came  to  the  point  where  the  lake  gets 
a  good  deal  narrower  that  I  saw  a  sign  of  another 
fish.  Hero  there  was  a  regular  dyke  running  out 
from  the  shore  ;  it  looked  as  if  it  might  originally 
have  been  a  road.  To  fish  it  one  had  to  cast  right 
into  the  wind,  and  the  fly  fell  with  more  force  than 
precision.  At  the  mouth,  however,  and  in  about 
5ft.  of  water,  a  fish  came  at  my  gold-bodied  fly  like 
a  tiger,  and  went  off  well  hooked.  From  its  play  I 
thought  at  first  that  it  must  be  a  big  rainbow.  It 
came  out  of  the  water  several  times  and  fought 
desperately  for  the  open  lake.  One  uses  grilse  gut, 
however,  at  Blagdon,  and  the  fish  never  got  out 
more  than  ten  yards  of  line  at  a  burst,  eventually 
coming  in  to  the  big  net  dead  beat.  On  the  shora 
it  proved  to  be  a  brown  trout,  bright  in  colour, 
though  rather  long  in  proportion  to  its  girth.  Th« 
spring-balance  made  it  about  4^1b.  I  was  now 
well  satisfied,  having  got  a  Blagdon  trout  in  spitp 
of  sticklebacks  and  other  disadvantages,  and  having 
saved  what  looked  like  being  a  blank. 

From  the  scene  of  triumph  to  the  end  of  the  lake 
the  water  within  reach  of  the  rod  seemed  shallow, 
and  the  wind  made  casting  difficult,  so  I  made  my 
way  on  to  the  comer  where  the  channel  of  the  river 
Yeo  runs  in.  There  is  a  short  stretch  of  the  river 
itself  between  the  road  and  the  lake  which  can  be 


Dinner  Time. 


Salmon  Fishers  who  have  toiled  all  day  and  caught  nothing. 


examination  of  the  Bann  and  Lough  Neagh  drainage, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  in  his  recently  published  report 
that,  among  other  improvements,  he  advocates  the 
removal  or  lowering  of  some  of  the  dams,  and 
thinks  it  will  improve  the  salmon  fishing. 

I  feel  sure  that  it  would  not  only  improve  the 
salmon  and  grilse  fishing,  but  permit  the  river  to 
resume  its  place  as  a  fine  sea-trout  river.  The 
navigation  and  consequent  dams  were  started  partly 
with  the  object  of  providing  work  during  the  great 
famine  in  Ireland  some  fifty  years  ago,  also  to 
prevent  the  ravages  of  floods.  Unfortunately,  as 
regards  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  Sir  Alexander 
Binnie  considers  that  deepening  of  the  channel  will 
be  required  to  prevent  damage  from  floods,  and  his 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  all  he  proposes  comes  to 
nearly  £80,000,  which  is  a  lot  of  money  for  a  poor 
(!Ountry  to  find — by  the  way,  in  the  country  around 
Kilrea  and  between  that  city,  which  cannot  be  hid, 
for  it  is  built  all  over  a  hill,  and  Belfast,  except  for 
an  occasional  turf  bog,  you  would  think  you  were 
in  one  of  our  English  shires. 

My  wife  and  i  had  such  a  pleasant  time  at 
Kilrea  that  we  hope  to  go  again  when  the  water  is 
I  older  and  higher.  I  confess  I  thought  she  would 
have  got  tired  of  the  monotony  of  fishing  day  after 
day  for  nothing,  but  such  was  not  the  case — always 
ready  to  begin  fishing  and  reluctant  to  leave  off. 
1  was  real  glad  when,  almost  in  our  last  hour,  a 
very  bvely  grilse  of  71b.  or  81b.  in  ten  minutes' 
fighting  rewarded  her  for  so  many  blank  days,  and 
I  had  one  on  one  of  Dan's  grilse  flies  soon  after. 

There  were  some  very  jolly  anglers  fishing  at 


madly  on  the  bank  in  sympathetic  unison.  On 
Blagdon's  opening  day,  however,  other  things  were 
not  equal,  and  those  learned  in  the  lore  of  the 
lake  explained  that  it  was  on  account  of  stickle- 
backs. For  these  little  fish  a  rhymer  might  be  able 
to  construct  an  objurgation  beginning  with  "  fickle"  ; 
they  disappointed  the  hopes  of  not  a  few  good 
anglers  on  Monday,  and  deserve  that  poetic  justice 
be  meted  out  to  them.  Briefly,  they  were  not 
there  ;  at  any  rate,  they  were  not  in  their  accus- 
tomed haunts  on  the  shallow  margins,  but  were 
elsewhere,  preparing,  possibly,  for  the  breeding 
.season.  It  followed,  therefore,  that  the  big  fish 
were  not  there  either,  and  after  an  hour  or  two 
spent  vainly  in  favourite  spots,  experienced  fisher- 
men predicted  that  the  bank  angler's  chances  that 
day  were  but  poor.  Events,  however,  turned 
out  rather  better  than  might  have  been  expected, 
and  I  for  one  had  no  reasoij  to  complain,  but 
rather  to  rejoice. 

Some  men  use  single-handed  rods  for  the  bank 
fishing  ;  others  take  advantage  of  the  extra  casting 
power  of  double-handed  weapons.  As  things  were 
on  Monday,  the  long  rod  had  advantages,  though 
when  fish  are  close  in  possibly  the  other  serve® 
quits  as  well.  In  summer,  when  the  weeds  are 
thick,  I  should  myself  back  the  big  rod  for  utility. 
Whatever  the  length,  the  rod  should  be  powerful, 
as  many  of  the  fish  are  little  inferior  to  small 
salmon  in  size  and  power.  I  was  glad  that  I  had 
yielded  to  the  advice  of  my  friend  and  companion 
and  brought  a  14ft.  split  cane. 

Th9  series  of  misfortunes  was  disappointing,  but 


fished.  It  is  only  about  20ft.  broad  in  most  places* 
but  it  is  deep,  and  often  yields  a  good  fish.  Standing 
well  back  from  the  bank,  I  began  to  cast  about  half- 
way down  with  a  short  line.  The  fly  had  not 
travelled  a  yard  before  there  was  a  great  boil,  and 
I  was  into  something  that  raced  away  up  stream 
like  a  salmon.  It  kept  deep  and  I  got  no  sight  of 
it  for  some  time,  until  it  turned  and  came  back  at 
the  same  pace  for  its  starting  point  and  then  jumped. 
After  that  it  tried  to  bore  right  under  my  own  bank, 
but  the  long  rod  was  fortunately  able  to  check 
that  proceeding,  and  the  rest  of  the  fight  was 
carried  on  in  the  depths.  It  must  have  been 
nearly  ten  minutes  before  I  finally  got  the  trout 
into  the  net  and  carried  it  exulting  back  into  the 
meadow.  It  was  just  like  playing  a  small  salmon, 
and  I  can  well  beUeve  that  the  fish  would  have 
run  out  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  line,  as  Blagdon 
trout  sometimes  do,  if  it  had  been  hooked  on  the 
shallows  in  the  open  lake.  It  was  a  shapely  silvery 
fish,  and  I  tried  to  persuade  myself  that  my  spring- 
balance  and  I  were  in  accord  in  regarding  it  as 
71b.  The  too  truthful  scales  at  the  hut,  however, 
would  not  compromise  with  us  in  the  evening,  and 
it  was  only  6|lb.  then.  A  cup  of  tea  and  a  brief 
rest  could,  now  that  the  brace  W£is  assured,  be 
enjoyed  with  a  quiet  conscience.  Afterwards  I 
fished  the  river  do'mi  again,  caught  a  third  trout  of 
31b.  lOoz.,  and  rose  two  others,  one  of  them  evidently 
a  big  one. 

Lust  for  slaughter  was  fairly  well  satisfied  with 
a  leash  of  fish,  and  I  did  not  fish  very  assiduously 
for  the  remainder  of  the  evening,  but  my  com- 
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pajiion,  after  his  rest,  went  out  and  killed  a  fish 
of  2f lb.,  and  two  or  three  other  trout  of  similar 
size  were  caught  by  different  anglers  during  the 
last  hour  and  a  half  of  daylight. 

In  the  way  of  practical  advice  as  to  fishing 
thei'e  is  not  much  to  be  added  to  what  has  already 
been  said  in  the  Field  by  other  writers.  At  present 
the  lake  is  high  and  the  edges  in  places  are  rather 
mioist,  therefore  knee-boots  or  leggings  are  an  aid 
to  comfort.  The  arrangements  made  by  the  com- 
pa.ny  for  the  convenience  of  anglers  seemed  to  me 
admirable,  and  Mr.  Donald  Carr,  the  head  keeper 
(Ubley  Mill,  Ubley,  near  Bristol),  is  the  right  man 
to  tell  visitors  where  to  go  and  what  to  do,  and, 
if  necessary,  how  to  do  it,  while  liis  management  of 
a  boat  is  masterly.  The  railway  connection  to 
Blagdon  itself  is  not  of  the  best,  and  some  anglers 
find  it  a  convenience  to  drive  over  from  Yatton. 
Mr.  Simpkins,  The  Laurels,  Blagdon,  has  a  wag- 
gonette, and  is  prepared  to  meet  any  train  if  due 
notice  is  given  to  him  ;  he  can  also  put  anglers  up. 
To  the  list  of  lodgings  issued  by  the  company  I 
would  add  the  name  of  Mrs.  Filer,  The  Club, 
Blagdon,  who  made  my  friend  and  myself  comfort- 
able during  our  visit.  All  inquiries  as  to  permits, 
etc.,  must  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Alfred  J.  Alexander, 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  Bristol.  Licences 
issued  by  the  Avon,  Brue,  and  Parret  Fishery  Board 
(ire  necessary,  and  they  can  be  obtained  from 
Mt:  Garr.  — H.  T.  S.,  in  the  FieU,  April  28. 


OPENING  DAYS  AT  BLAGDON. 

The  Arctic  conditions  that  prevailed  for  the 
whole  of  last  week  at  Blagdon  utterly  spoilt  the 
sport.  Bank  fishing  proved  next  to  useless,  as 
what  rising  fish  there  were,  were  well  out  in  the 
deep  water.  It  will  need  a  week's  warm  weather 
to  bring  the  fish  closer  in,  and  within  casting  dis- 
tance of  the  banks.  So  far  the  best  sport  from  the 
bank  was  on  the  opening  day,  when  thirty-four  rods 
took  fourteen  fish,  the  best  being  6|lb.  All  the 
remaining  bank  rods  had  blanks  !  All  the  fish 
caught,  with  hardly  an  exception,  were  in  very 
poor  condition,  and  it  is  evident  that  this  year,  at 
any  rate,  the  season  has  opened  much  too  soon. 
Boat  fishing  was  relatively  no  better,  quite  half 
what  fish  were  caught  being  taken  trailing  flies 
behind  the  boat.  The  best  results  for  the  opening 
week  from  the  boats  were  on  April  23,  ten  fish, 
best  CJlb.,  and  April  27,  ten  fish,  best  61b.  Prac- 
tically nothing  at  all  was  done  on  the  other  days, 
a  catch  of  six  fish  on  April  25  to  two  boats  (that  is, 
four  rods)  being  very  much  beneath  what  might 
reasonably  be  expected.  Several  rainbows  caught 
had  the  milt  running  out  of  them. 

The  average  weight  of  the  fish  to  date  works  out 
at  much  less  than  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year,  even  when  rainbows  are  left  out  of  the  question. 
There  stiU  exist,  however,  a  very  good  number  of 
those  monster  trout  which  have  made  the  reservoir 
famous  to  anglers,  several  of  them  having  shown 
themselves  to  the  writer  in  the  course  of  a  few 
perishingly  cold  and  unseasonable  days  he  has  spent 
wandering  round  the  shores  of  the  great  reservoir. 
^Vith  warmer  conditions  the  fishing  will  undoubtedly 
improve,  and  very  much  better  results  may  be 
expected.  M.  R.  L.  White. 


THE  KOUGH  WITH  THE  SMOOTH. 


"Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent"  (Esox 
Lucius  loquitur  throughout  the  Midlands).  Date, 
third  week  in  February  this  1906th  year  of  grace. 

Having  a  sporting  influential  parson  uncle,  and 
friends  at  court,  I  have  again  been  able  to  try  my 
luck  and  "O.P."  trace  and  flight,  made  by  Hardy 
Bros,  (which  I  should  like  other  spinners  to  try 
some  time),  in  redoubtable  pike  preserves,  but  with 
very  meagre  results  indeed. 

"  Where  did  it  hurt  you  most,  Pat  ?  "  "  At  the 
sore  place,  yer  honour."  And  so  it  was  with  me 
last  Saturday,  when  I  found  the  "  Lake  of  Choice  " 
frozen  over,  all  but  a  bare  beggarly  three  acres  of 
shallow  water  with  plain  silt  bottom,  and  the 
keeper  lamenting  that  I  was  forced  to  take  that 
day,  having  to  get  home  the  following  Monday. 

The  deer  were  not  half  so  shy  as  the  pike,  as  they 
simply  stared  at  the  car  grunting  past  them,  over 
the  grass  on  its  way  to  the  boathouse,  and  did  not 
budge  a  yard. 

It  makes  me  feel  more  convinced  than  ever  \h&t 
tbie  horse  is  the  biggest  ass  we  have  amongst  oiir 


domesticated  animals.  He  will  screw  and  caper  at 
the  same  identical  place  and  stoneheap,  boulder  or 
what  not,  whereas  those  deer  cared  not  one  split 
shot  whether  our  car  made  tracks  on  their  dining- 
room  carpet  or  not. 

Anyhow,  we  got  there,  and  had  a  very  lively  lot 
of  bait  with  us.  My  companion,  with  whom  I  was 
staying,  and  who  had  Panharded  me  there  in 
legal  style  (no  limit  in  Notts),  had  a  collapsible 
canvas  bucket,  with  which  to  pour  water  upon,  or, 
rather,  into,  the  troubled  parts,  to  cool  the  heated 
"Little  Marys,"  and  having  the  over-crowding  of 


the  poor  in  mind,  I  transferred  nearly  a  score  baits 
into  this  receptacle  before  starting,  and  hung  it  on 
the  outside  of  the  near  front  wheel  guard,  not 
quite  half  full.  The  result  being,  after  fourteen 
miles  journey  in  something  over  thirty  minutes, 
they  nearly  upset  the  car  with  their  antics  and 
capers.  I  hope  the  descendants  of  other  people's 
grandmothers,  and  also  those  grandmothers  them- 
selves, will  forgive  my  advice  as  to  the  abstraction 
of  the  contents  of  the  shell  from  the  egg  itself, 
when  I  say  the  less  water  and  the  more  shaking 
the  better,  for  the  invigoration  of  all  kinds  of  live 


bait.  Not  a  breath  of  wind  ruffled  our  small  and 
shallow  sea  of  unfrozen  water.  With  a  desponding 
"make  the  best  of  it"  kind  of  expression,  we 
started  off  on  "  bottom  speed,"  each  being  fitted 
up  with  my  favourite  gear,  which,  as  I  said  above, 
is  obtainable  from  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick. 

I  apologise  to  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  for  the 
close  similarity  it  bears  to  his  "  flight  and  trace," 
but  I  have  only  cribbed  the  one  triangle  instead  of 
two  from  him,  as  when  at  Cambridge  in  the 
"eighties  "  I  used  to  lose  my  needle,  and  so  thought 
of  wrapping  it  to  the  gimp. 

After  a  good  deal   of    rumination,  and  not 


expressing  my  idear  without  practical  trial,  I  have 
come  to  this  conclusion,  a  very  humble  one,  at  any 
rate,  if  not  agreeablle  to  better  and  older  spinners 
than  myself,  that  the  desideratum  in  a  spinning 
gear  is  to  get  a  level  spin  that  will  work  slowly  or 
quickly,  but  always  on  asking.  Spin  without 
kinking  the  reel  line,  and  without  having  to  be 
constantly  attended  to. 

Next,  there  should  be  as  few  hooks  as  possibl* 
about  the  bait  to  be  moved  when  striking,  so  as  to 
let  each  barb  have  the  better  chance  of  becoming 
embedded  in  a  holding  part  of  the  maw. 


And  then,  again,  these  hooks  should  be  placed  in 
the  bait  in  such  a  position  that  the  fish  should 
close  his  jaws  over  them  at  once  when  seizing  it, 
and  so  enabling  the  first  check  to  the  winding  in  to 
have  a  chance  of  getting  hold. 

Therefore,  one  triangle  being  in  a  fish's  mouth, 
in  order  to  embed  one  barb,  the  other  two  have  to 
be  moved  in  conjunction  with  it,  and  we  will  call 
this  force  3x.  If  two  triangles  are  used  and  one 
barb  has  to  be  embedded,  the  force  has  to  be 
3x  +  3x,  or  even  more,  as  the  tail  triangle  may  be 
without  the  pale,  and  by  that  I  mean  outside  the 


mouth,  or  against  harder  obstructions  ^than  the 
other  triangle  has  to  overcome. 

Therefore,  use  one  triangle  in  the  most  central 
position  of  the  bait  available,  namely,  the  vent,  and 
after  trial,  find  with  many  that  it  pays  best. 

This  has  been  argued  by  more  able  pens  than 
mine,  many  times,  and  I  apologise  to  them  for  this 
repetition.  Fewer  weeds  are  fouled,  fewer  sus- 
picions are  aroused,  and  in  my  suggestion  of  silver- 
plating  the  appearance  of  the  bait  is  enhanced . 
This  brings  me  to  the  description  of  the  gear  in 
detail.  Business  end  first— the  hook.  This  I  think 
ought  to  be  i  silver-plated  triangle  sneck-bedd,  with 
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a  grab  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  a  "greedy  hook," 
as  Archie  McDonald,  the  gillie  on  the  Awe,  Breadal- 
bane  Beat,  Pass  of  Brander,  used  to  say.  The 
silver-plating  adds  to  the  glimmer  of  the  bait,  when 
scales  are  few  and  far  between,  and  prevents  rusting. 
Have  this  soldered  on  to  wire.  I  advise  medium 
Punjab,  and,  one  inch  and  a  quarter  from  end  of 
shank,  aflSx  a  No.  6  swivel,  soldering  a.11  the  attach 
ments  throughout. 

By  soldering  all  the  joints  of  the  harness  one 
renders  the  gear  heavier,  and  also  more  in- 
destructible, two  points  of  value  in  pike  spinning 

Many  a  half  hour  have  I  spent  with  the  soldering 
iron  over  this  matter  in  my  den,  trying  to  do  away 
with  the  needle,  and  get  a  gear  that  will  suit  all 
sizes  of  baits,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Hardy  will  be  glad 
when  it  is  settled,  and  my  letters  to  him  on  the 
matter  come  to  an  end. 

For  the  largest  advisable  spinning  bait,  I  find 
the  best  length  from  the  bend  of  the  hook  to  the 
first  loop  of  the  swivel  to  be  2iin. ;  this  is  the 
same  measurement  as  quoted  above,  the  hook 
being  Ifin.  from  bend  to  shank  point,  and  half  an 
inch  from  barb  to  shank  across,  Mr.  Pennell's 
size  .  .  .  this  hook  and  swivel  will  fit  a  6in. 
bait,  that  is,  from  nose  tip  to  tail  tip. 

Longer  baits  should  be  avoided.  I  love  a  Sin. 
dace  or  bleak.  It  will  do  for  much  smaller  baits, 
but  if  very  small  ones  are  used  I  should  advise  the 
mouth  swivel  being  closer  to  the  hook  shank,  and  a 
smaller  triangle  also.  The  wire  between  hook 
shank  and  swivel  is  none  the  worse  for  being 
double,  as  it  gets  many  a  rough  twist  if  the  fish 
run  well. 

Next  we  have  a  foot  of  Punjab  wire,  and  at  the 
end  of  this  looped  on  a  4in.  fine  baiting  needle, 
with  small  eye  at  point  end,  and  the  ordinary  split 
loop  at  the  other. 

Now  comes  the  lead  nosebag,  which,  when  the 
bait  is  threaded  on,  is  slipped  down  on  to  its  nose, 
like  the  Pennell  belly  lead. 

I  make  them  from  a  piece  of  sheet  lead  the  size 
of  a  shilling,  and  beat  it  into  thimble  shape  by 


Fig.  4. 


An  excellent  Non-Kinking  Lead, 
shown  open  and  closed. 


first  punching  it  with  round  ends  of  wood  and  a 
hammer  over  holes  made  by  a  brace  and  bit  in  my 
bench,  getting  smaller  and  smaller,  till  I  gradually 
get  it  thimbled  over  the  end  of  an  old  arrow,  then 
a  rasp  and  rimer  finish  it  off  to  required  size. 

This  nosebag  saves  the  mouth  of  the  bait  from 
getting  torn  at  the  sides,  helps  to  sink  it,  and  gives 
weight  where  it  is  wanted  in  casting,  namely,  at  the 
point  farthest  from  the  rod  tip. 

I  consider  it  preferable  to  the  belly  lead,  because 
it  never  comes  out  of  position  and  stops  out,  hang- 
ing alongside  like  the  former,  and  also  it  preserves 
the  bait  longer,  whilst  giving  it  a  better  curve. 
One  double  watch-chain  spring  swivel,  or  a  patent 
spring  swivel,  then  another  foot  of  Punjab  and  a 
single  No.  6  swivel,  to  which  is  added  a  flat-sided 
wire  loop,  long  enough  to  take  a  large  Simplex  lead, 
or  smaller  if  required ;  the  former  being  1^  inch, 
1 4  inch  from  eye  to  eye  will  suffice. 

This  being  soldered  flat  enables  the  lead  to  be 
pinched  on,  and  keeps  it  from  giving  any  twist  to 
the  line,  as  the  flat  wire  cannot  possibly  turn 
in  the  lead.  Then  comes  the  reel  line,  and  a  bit  of 
pleasure,  as  it  will  not  kink  in  use  with  the  above 
in  front  of  it  nearly  as  much  as  any  other  method 
I  have  yet  tried. 

There  should  be  no  swivel  above  the  lead,  in  my 
humble  opinion.  Upright  pot  or  agate  rings,  of 
course.  The  lead  must  be  well  under-hung ;  my 
first  mentor  in  pike  fishing  used  to  make  them 
by  cutting  a  piece  out  of  sheet  lead,  and  then 
folding  it  double  {.lee  Fig.  4),  which  also  prevents 
kinking,  and  I  think  clears  rather  easily  through 
weeds. 

Either  this  or  the  Simplex  lead  will  nip  quite 
tight  on  the  plain  wire  loop,  and  no<' revolve  in 
the  water,  if  well  under-hung  as  shown^ 


Oh  dear !  how  prosy  I've  been  over  my  beastly 
cribbed  trace  and  flight,  but  nil  desperandum  was 
our  text  that  Saturday,  and  it  is  not  a  bad  one 
for  a  fisherman,  which  is  still  what  I  try  to  be. 
Every  square  inch  of  that  three  acres  we  tried  and 
better  tried,  and  when  the  car  came  at  night, 
7jlb.  and  51b.  represented  the  total. 

Very  difEercnt  from  my  last  day  there — fifty-six 
fish,  4G8ilb.,  fifty-two  of  which  we  returned. 

Snow  had  fallen  a  few  hours  before,  not  enough 
to  stop  on  the  ground,  but  enough  to  stop  a  live 
bait  working,  though,  when  we  tried  that 
method. 

I  had  one  run,  and  clean  in  two  did  the  fresh 
water  shark  cut  my  gimp,  upon  closer  acquaintance. 
There  is  a  time  and  place  for  everything,  and  when 
my  float  and  buoy  came  up  and  lay  placid,  my 
thoughts  were  of  "  angles,"  not  "  angels,"  in  con- 
tradistinction to  good  old  Gregory's  remark,  for 
their  angles  were  indicative,  that  "  buoy  and  man" 
had  no  flight  or  bait  attached. 

Pike  fishing,  in  the  writer's  humble  opinion  (may 
the  Lord  preserve  me  from  my  friends  when  they 
read  the  last  sentence),  is  not  a  fine  art,  and  I  think 
it  quite  legitimate  to  use  fine  wire,  and  even  twisted 
wire,  for  such  branch  of  our  vaunted  gentle 
pursuit. 

There  was  a  certain  well-known  Cambridge  angler 
who  fought  what  he  thought  was  a  loose  limb  of  a 
tree,  in  the  eighties,  at  the  top  of  Paradise  Woods, 
on  the  Cam,  and  what  he  eventually  landed  was 
the  occasion  of  an  inquest.  I  personally  saw  him 
land  a  16lb.  jack  in  the  same"  place,  but  never 
tried  it  myself.  I  wonder  if  any  old  Varsity  men 
remember  him.  He  kept  a  dairy  on  the  New 
market  Road. 

Gruesome  in  very  truth  have  I  got.  Most  fishing 
tales  are  discovered  by  evening  to  have  grew-some, 
though.  I  know  of  a  certain  pike  caught  near  here 
which  grew-some  in  reputation  under  false  pre 
tences,  unknown  to  the  captor  though,  a  better 
fisherman  than  whom  I  know  not.  It  was  on 
Whit  Monday,  1904,  that  this  fish  was  captured 
and  taken  to  a  certain  station  on  the  Midland 
Railway.  The  fisherman  went  on  fishing,  doing 
his  level  best  to  put  down  the  sharks  in  our  trout 
and  salmon  water,  and  when  he  went  away  in  the 
evening  he  took  with  him  this  celebrated  pike,  not 
101b.,  and  another  smaller. 

Great  excitement  prevailed  when  the  larger  fish 
was  opened;  of  course,  "the  birds  began  to  sing" 
when  the  contents  of  Esox  Lucius^  cold  store 
revealed  three  stones,  four  potatoes,  one  square  of 
soap,  wrapped  up  in  a  great  Yorks  Railway  bill  to 
the  Driffield  Show,  and  two  bits  of  coal. 

Great  was  the  discussion  as  to  the  appetite  of 
the  pike.  "Pike  will  eat  anything,"  and  in  evidence 
was  there  not  the  convincing  array  of  that  last 
sumptuous  feed.  The  story  was  told  to  me  by  the 
man  who  pushed  each  article  on  the  menu  down 
the  fish's  throat,  but,  quoth  he,  "  be  sure  you  don't 
let  on  that  I  did  it !  I  never  dreamt  he  would 
believe  it  was  aught  but  a  joke  !  " 

Well,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  famous  water  at 
Clumber  only  yielded  one  5lb.  fish,  and  the  middle 
lake  at  Welbeck  only  a  non-resultant  run. 

I  see  from  my  diary  (useful  pages — very)  at  the 
commencement  of  March,  1904,  two  of  us  got 
twenty-three  and  thirty-one  at  the  latter  place  in 
two  days,  but  they  ran  small,  71b.  being  the  best, 
and  last  year  again  I  fished  it  for  one  and  my  friend 
two.  The  rough  with  the  smooth,  my  piscatorial 
brothers,  is  a  fact  wtiich  has  to  be  admitted  more 
often  than  many  of  us  like. 

Having  spoken  hitherto  chiefly  of  the  rough,  may 
I  show  you  a  specimen  of  the  smooth. 

This  fish  was  set  up  for  me  by  P.  Spicer  and 
Sons,  Leamington,  and  measures  3ft.  Sin.  by 
2ft.  iin.,  weight  31  lb. 

It  presides  over  my  dining-room,  and  though  I 
often  "think  pike,"  I  never  share  their  bill  of 
fare,  of  stones,  coal,  soap,  and  railway  bills, 
potatoes  excepted,  however. 

From  the  illustration,  it  will  seem  at  a  glance 
to  be  nearly  the  same  as  Mr.  Cholmondeley 
Pennell's  trace  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  1904 
.  .  it  differs,  however,  in  that  it  has  a  plated 
triangle,  mouth  swivel,  nosebag  lead,  looped  needle, 
soldered  attachments  throughout,  no  wrapping  to 
come  undone  or  be  cut  through.  The  entire  length 
is  3ft.  only,  and  there  is  no  swivel  above  the 
underhung  kink-preventing  lead.  The  material  is 
stronger  than  ginip,  and  is  at  the  same  time  finer, 
and,  lastly,  it  will  not  rot- 
I  do  not  claim  originality  or  a  patent  in  any ' 


way,  and  apologise  very  sincerely  for  the  above 
description,  which  is  not  meant  to  be  in  the  least 
bit  an  odious  comparison,  but  merely  to  show  it  is 
not  entirely  a  crib  from  the  above-mentioned  gear. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  for  his 
kind  assistance,  and  to  the  many  anglers  whose 
pet  original  "  ideas  "  I  have  filched. 

In  conclusion,  I  think,  in  the  event  of  hooking  a 
snag  or  old  England,  it  may  be  deemed  a  fault, 
the  gear  being  so  strong,  that  the  reel  line  will  go 
first  and  all  will  be  lost,  unless  the  mouth  swivel 
be  materially  reduced,  in  strength. 

The  position  of  the  underhung  lead  would  for 
long  casting  be  better  nearer  the  bait,  but  I  prefer 
it|  where  it  is  shown,  to  overcome  kinking. 

Oliver  Peoctbb. 


MESSES.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Standard  Works 
Sick  Club  (Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd.),  pre- 
.sided  over  by  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  the  report  showed 
that  during  the  past  year  £122  3s.  5d.  had  been  paid 
out  in  sick-pay  and  funeral  benefits,  and  £5  2s. 
in  special  grants.  A  bonus  was  paid  at  Christmas 
of  5s.  6d.  to  each  full  member.  From  the  Hospital 
Fund  £18  IBs.  was  subscribed  to  various  hospitals  ; 
£14  2s.  7d.  to  the  Redditch  Hospital  Saturday 
Fund  ;  and  £4  4s.  to  the  Redditch  Nursing  Fund. 
The  meeting  decided  also  to  become  a  subscriber 
of  £1  Is.  to  the  Headless  Cross  Nursing  Fund,  and 
send  donations  of  £5  5s.  to  the  Birmingham  Queen's 
Hospital  Extension  Fund  and  £1  Is.  to  the  Cripples' 
Union  Fund.  Mr.  Allcock  was  re-elected  president, 
and  other  officers  and  members  of  the  committee 
appointed. 


IMPROVEMENTS  IN  SEA- 
PATERNOSTEES. 


On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  last,  April  25  and 
26,  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  had  before  him  a  case 
of  considerable  interest  to  sea  anglers,  in  which 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.  of  London,  by 
their  manager,  Mr.  Francis  Clay,  sued  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  the  Standard  Works, 
Redditch,  for  an  alleged  infringement  of  their 
patent  for  improvements  in  fishing  tackle  known 
as  the  "  Diamond  Sea-Boom,"  of  which  plaintiffs 
claimed  to  be  the  inventors.  The  plaintiffs  claimed 
the  advantage  of  this  boom,  being  a  "  straight-pull," 
also  that  a  warning  was  given  directly  the  fish 
began  to  suck  the  bait. 

The  defence  was  that  the  patent  was  invalid,  as 
nothing  new  or  novel  was  disclosed,  that  almost 
every  part  had  been  in  existence  for  over  twenty 
years,  that  the  "  straight-pull  "  had  been  previously 
patented  by  G.  John  Kirby  in  1897,  of  which 
defendants  had  the  sole  right  of  manufacture ; 
also  that  descriptions  of  this  foim  of  boom  had 
been  published  in  various  works  upon  sea-fishing — 
that  is,  by  "John  Bickerdyke,"  J.  C.  Wilcocks, 
and  others. 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  after  a  two  days'  trial, 
gave  judgment,  holding  that  plaintiffs  case  had 
failed.  He  therefore  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants  with  all  costs. 

We  understand  that  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co. 
intend  to  carry  the  case  to  the  Court  of  Appeal. 


DORSETSHIRE  TENCHES. 


Plenty  hereof  are  bred  in  tlie  River  Stowre. 
which  is  so  much  the  more  observable  because 
generally  this  fish  loveth  Ponds  better  than  Rivers, 
and  Pits,  better  than  either. 

It  is  very  pleasant  in  taste,  and  is  called  by  some 
the  Physician  of  Fishes  :  though  in  my  opinion 
may  better  be  styled  the  Surgeon  :  for  it  is  not  so 
much  a  disease  as  a  wound  that  he  cureth,  nor  is 
it  any  potion  but  a  playster  which  he  aSordeth  ; 
namely  :  his  natural  unctuous  glutinousness  which 
quickly  consolidateth  any  green  gash  in  any  fish. 

But  the  Pike  is  principally  beholding  unto  him 
for  cures  in  that  kind  ;  and  some  have  observed 
that  that  Tyrant,  though  never  so  hungry,  for- 
beareth  to  eat  this  fish,  which  is  his  Physician  ; 
not  that  Pikes  are  capable  (which  many  men  are 
not)  of  gratitude  ;  but  that  they  are  indued  with 
a  natural  policy,  not  to  destroy  that  which  they 
know  not  how  soon  they  may  stand  in  need  of.'— 
Fuller's  "  Worthies,"  1662. 
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DUNKINEELY  AS  A  FISHING 
CENTBE. 


Anglers  are  too  apt  to  locate  their  fishing  season 
after  season  in  the  same  spot,  and  often  to  content 
themselves  with  indifferent  sport  in  their  own  pet 
locality,  rather  than  seek  farther  afield  for  a  fuller 


way  of  the  Donegal  Railway,  via  Strabane.  The 
station  is  quite  close  to  the  village,  and  there  is 
excellent  accommodation  at  Hill's  Hotel,  the  pro- 
prietor of  which  is  a  proficient  hand  with  both 
rod  and  gun.  By-the-bye,  some  of  the  very  best 
snipe  shooting  in  Ireland  is  obtainable  close  by  at 
St.  John's  Point.  It  is  leased  by  Mr.  Hill,  who  will 
furnish  particulars  to  anyone  interested.  Dun- 


f'hoto  by\ 


The  Island  Pool, 
(Typical  of  the  r 


basket.  There  would  be  considerably  less  grumb- 
ling done  if  sport  were  sought  after  in  a  more  energetic 
manner  over  a  wider  area.  Take,  for  instance, 
CO.  Donegal.  Notwithstanding  the  bad  sport 
which  was  the  rule  last  season,  exceptionally  good 
baskets  were  made  on  certain  lakes  and  in  some 
rivers  ;  and  yet  these  were  little  fished,  although 
close  by  crowds  of  anglers  were  plying 
their  rods  to  no  pm-pose  on  other  waters 
Just  the  same  as  a  London  angler  will 
continually  fish  the  same  river,  often  th* 
same  swim,  throughout  a  season — it  may 
almost  be  said  throughout  a  hfetime — so, 
too,  will  an  angler  who  fishes  "  in 
Ireland  "  limit  his  experience  and  sport 
to  one  locality,  often  enough  to  one  river 
or  lough.  And  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  Metropolitan  angler  has  but  a  small 
choice  of  waters,  and  the  angler  in 
Ireland  an  almost  imUmited  i  field  of 
operation,  the  action  of  the  latter 
becomes  still  more  wonderfully  strange. 
It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  only  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  vast  army 'of 
anglers  find  real  pleasure  in  prospecting 
new  groimds  irrespective  of  what  sport 
may  fall  to  their  lot.  Yet  there  is  a 
piquant  charm  about  angling  in  a  water 
that  one  has  no  knowledge  of,  practically 
or  otherwise.  You  never  know  what 
may  turn  up  ;  yoiir  basket  at  the  end  of 
the  day  may  be  light  or  it  may  be  heavy. 
In  the  latter  case  your  experience  is  all 
satisfying  ;  in  the  former  you  have  at 
least  enjoyed  the  delightful  feeling  of 
absolute  uncertainty  as  to  what  your 
sport  or  what  your  quarry  may  be,  that 
is  absent  in  a  degree  from  a  day's  angUng 
on  a  water  where  the  largest  possible  fish 
is  known,  the  probable  basket  has  been 
estabUshed  throughout  many  seasons, 
and  even  the  average  size  of  one's  quarry 
may  be  correctly  calculated  beforehand. 

I  am  led  to  make  the  foregoing  remarks  because 
the  place  in  which  these  lines  are  penned  is  generally 
associated  with  one  river,  and  one  river  only ; 
whereas,  the  fact  is  that  two  other  rivers  are  quite 
easy  of  access,  are  quite  free,  and  provide  very 
good  sport.  The  place  is  Dunkineely,  which  is 
pleasantly  situated  on  McSwyne's  Bay — an  im- 
portant arm  of  Donegal  Bay,  and  is  reached  by 


Oily  Riveb,  Dunkineely. 

liver  as  it  nears  the  sea.) 

kineely  is  essentially  a  shooting  and  fishing  centre, 
and  Hill's  is,  as  unmistakably,  a  sporting  hotel. 
You  will  be  at  home  there  at  once.  The  river 
inevitably  associated  with  Dunkineely  is  the  Oily. 
Even  Mr.  Geen  could  find  no  time  for  any  other 
water  in  the  district !  And  certainly  the  Oily  is 
deserving  much  of  the  attention  bestowed  on  it. 


the  lower  pools  are  more  successfully  negotiated 
with  the  aid  of  waders.  Under  the  name  of  the 
Corker  river,  the  Oily  rises  in  Lough  Tamur,  a 
pretty  little  lake  nestling  under  the  heights  of 
Binbane  Mountain.  In  a  little  more  than  a  mile  it 
flows  to  a  point  where  it  receives  a  small  tributary 
flowing  from  Lough  Famanfin,  a  lough  about 
miles  long,  which  provides  very  decent  sport  at 
times  with  brown  trout.  Mr.  Hill  has  a 
boat  on  this  lough.  The  Corker  river 
makes  a  long  detour  north,  and  in  about 
five  miles  reaches  a  point  where  it  is 
joined  by  an  important  tributary,  the 
Tallinteane  river.  From  this  point 
onward  to  the  sea  the  river  is  known  as 
the  Oily,  and  every  pool  on  its  four-mile 
course  is  worthy  of  the  angler's  attention. 
From  the  estuary  upwards  the  principal 
j)ools  are  Bullrush,  Draft,  Carry,  Jackey's, 
PwUbradden  (the  salmon  hole),  and 
Mullendarragh.  The  salmon  run  up  to 
151b.,  but  the  average  size  is  about  7lb. 
— nice  thick,  short,  sport-giving  fish. 
The  best  months  for  salmon  are  August 
and  September.  The  sea-trout  run  up  to 
31b.,  and  average  fully  1  lb.  Best  months 
July  and  August.  The  fishing  for  salmon, 
sea-trout,  and  brown  trout  is  free.  The 
flics  for  salmon  should  be  of  medium  to 
small  size,  and  for  sea-trout  of  small  size. 
Good  patterns  are  Grey  and  Yellow,  Olive 
and  Grouse,  Jock  Scott,  Claret  and 
Orange,  Fiery  Brown,  Black  Jay,  Grey 
and  Blue,  and  Claret  and  Blue.  The 
river  closes  on  October  9. 

The  other  two  rivers  referred  to  are  the 
Bunlacky  and  the  Stragar.  The  first  of 
these  contains  brown  trout  only  ;  but  it 
is  a  charming  river  to  fish,  and  holds  a 
good  head  of  trout  running  up  to  a  pound 
in  weight.  Half-pounders  are  not  at  all 
uncommon,  and  an  average  basket  will 
consist  of  about  six  brace  of  fish 
weighing  5lb.  or  61b.  And  let  it  be 
clearly  understood  that  by  an  average  basket  is 
meant  one  made  when  the  river  is  in  ply.  I  have 
over  and  over  again  drawn  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  quite  useless  fishing  these  Donegal  rivers 
unless  they  are  in  good  ply  ;  and  further,  the  months 
for  brown  trout  are  May  and  June.  After  the  latter 
month  .sport  is  uncertain,  no  matter  how  good  ply 
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The  Bunlacky  Rivee  at  DunkineeLy. 
(Typical  of  the  river  in  its  upper  reaches,  and  best  fishing  lengths.) 


[H.  s.  a. 


It  is  a  decent  salmon  river,  a  very  good  sea-trout 
river,  and  there  are  some  brown  trout  in  it.  In 
common  with  many  other  Donegal  rivers,  its  upper 
reaches  are  sinuous  and  slow-running,  while  the 
lower  pools  are  alternated  with  boulder-strewn 
flats,  and  there  are  several  very  beautiful  rocky 
gorges  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  sea.  The  upper 
pools^are  quite  easily  fished  from  the  banks,  but 


the  rivers  may  be  in:  howbeit  decent  baskets  are 
made  all  through  the  season  when  the  rivers  have  a 
fresh  in  them.  At  the  time  of  -vvriting  (the  middle 
of  April)  one  might  as  well  fish  in  the  road  as  in 
either  the  Oily,  the  Bunlacky,  or  the  Stragar. 
The  weather  has  been,  and  is,  remarkably  fiune ; 
grand  weather  for  the  farmers,  I  am  told,  but  it 
spells  disappointment  for  the  angler  should  he 
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attempt  to  fill  his  basket.  But  when  the  rain  comes 
the  Bunlacky  is  sure  to  provide  really  good  brown 
trout  fishing.  There  are  some  capital  pools  on  it, 
and  some  of  those  deep,  narrow  channels  running 
close  under  high  banks  that  we  all  know  hold  trout. 
It  is  a  wonderfully  pretty  river,  and  not  a  difficult 
one  to  fish.  Short  waders  or  long  boots  are  useful, 
however,  for  getting  about  in  it.  The  Bunlacky 
is  quite  close  to  Dunkineely.  It  rises  in  Lough 
Croagh,  which,  by-the-bye,  is  a  capital  brown  trout 
lough — one  of  those  reed-fringed  waters  that  provide 
plenty  of  food  for  the  fish,  and  consequently  fatter 
trout  for  the  basket.  Trout  up  to  3^1b.  have  been 
taken  from  Croagh,  and  pounders  are  not  uncommon. 
Fish  it  in  May  and  you  will  be  deUghted  with  your 
experience.  3Ir.  Hill  has  a  boat  on  it.  From 
Croagh  the  Bunlacky  flows  in  about  four  miles 
into  Inver  Bay.  It  is  a  succession  of  rock-bound 
pools,  and  strong  streams,  and  at  frequent  intervals 
occur  picturesque  cascades,  with  generally  a  deep 
pool  below  them,  in  which  the  trout  love  to  he. 
The  bigger  trout  lie  in  the  steady  pools  and  deep 
bends  high  up  the  river  ;  and  in  these  places  the 
river  can  be  quite  easily  fished  from  the  bank. 

The  Stragar  is  a  very  similar  river  to  the  Bun- 
lacky, but  the  pools  are  bigger,  and  both  salmon 
and  sea-trout  run  into  it,  and  provide  good  sport 
from  July  onwards.  As  a  brown  trout  river  the 
Stragar  is  hardly  so  good  as  the  Bunlacky,  but  it  is 
well  worthy  a  trial,  and  the  scenery  on  it  is  very 
beautiful.  The  best  of  the  brown  trout  fishing 
occurs  in  the  higher  reaches,  and,  of  course.  May 
is  the  best  month.  The  Stragar  is  fed  by  several 
streams  on  its  west  bank,  and  these  flow  from  small 
loughs  away  in  the  mountains,  the  principal  of 
which  are  Adeery,  Aroshin,  Nabradan,  Meenawley, 
and  Cunlin.  The  flies  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  on 
the  Stragar  are  the  same  as  for  the  Oily.  The 
best  brown  trout  flies  for  the  whole  of  the  district 
are :  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  Black  and  Blea, 
Blue  and  Blea,  Claret  and  Partridge,  Orange  and 
Grouse,  Black  and  Teal,  and  (early  in  the  season) 
Olives  of  all  sorts. 

As  a  centre  for  sea-fishing  Dunkineely  would  be 
hard  to  beat.  The  fish  to  be  caught  include 
mackerel,  poUack,  conger,  skate,  cod,  bass  and 
bream.  Boats,  boatmen,  and  bait  are  here  in 
plenty.  The  best  months  are  July,  August,  and 
September,  but  the  fishing  continues  until  October. 
The  mackerel  fishing  in  August  is  especially  good. 
The  coast  scenery  is  very  beautiful,  and  the  fishing 
extends  over  McSwyne's  Bay,  Inver  Bay,  Fintragh 
Bay,  and  Killybegs  Harbour. 

Private  accommodation  can  be  had  in  the  village, 
and  if  you  are  looking  for  a  house  for  the  summer 
season  you  should  communicate  with  Mr. 
McLaughUn,  who  has  a  very  comfortable  finrnished 
house  to  let  at  a  moderate  rental.  E.  S.  S. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

lieportH  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  Very  few 
Thames  trout  have  been  captured  since  the  season 
has  opened,  and  anglers  contend  that  this  is 
primarily  due  to  the  cold  nights.  We  have,  how- 
ever, now  passed  into  the  "Merry  month  of  May," 
and  sport  should  improve.  We  shall  no  doubt  get 
some  of  the  showers  which  were  due  in  April,  and 
this  should  freshen  up  the  river.  At  present  the 
water  is  very  clear  and  bright,  and  trout  want  very 
carefully  stalking.  A  fish  of  71b.  has  been  caught 
in  the  Reading  district,  and  small  trout  have  been 
had  at  Shepperton,  Bell  Weir,  Henley,  and  Great 
Marlow.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  at  Henley,  caught  a 
small  rainbow  trout  which  he  returned  to  the  river, 
but  the  districts  below  Weybridge  have  not  yielded 
any  sport  with  the  exception  of  Sunbury,  where  a 
fish  of  3Jlb.  has  been  caught.  Cyclists  have  been 
prosecuted  for  cycling  on  the  towpath  between  the 
One  Tree  below  Kingston  and  Teddington  Lock. 
The  chief  ground  of  objection  to  the  Conservancy's 
action  is  that  it  was  entirely  uncalled  for.  The 
cyclists  could  not  obstruct  towing  horses,  for  there 
are  none  to  obstruct ;  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
to  believe  that  pedestrians  had  any  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  them.  In  these  circumstances  it  is 
difficult  even  to  understand  why  the  new  order  was 
issued,  and  the  Teddington  Council  are  trying  to 
bring  about  the  rescission  of  the  order.  Having 
been  invited  by  the  Teddington  Council  to  re- 
consider the  matter,  the  Conservancy  can  scarcely 
refuse  to  review  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  if  a  few 
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inquiries  are  made  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  a 
well-appreciated  public  privilege  has  been  interfered 
with  it  may  be  possible  to  induce  the  Conservancy 
to  rescind  the  order. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Avon  (Siuifwood). — This  river  has  been  giving 
excellent  sport  with  the  salmon  during  the  past 
week  both  on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches.  Mr. 
L.  F.  Harrison,  the  lessee  of  the  Avon  Tyrrell  water, 
killed  eight  salmon  in  one  week,  and  by  invitation 
Mr.  G.  L.  P.  Polden,  a  well-known  angler,  also 
fished  and  killed  two  salmon  on  the  same  water, 
all  with  baits.  The  weights  of  the  fish  were : — On 
April  23,  one  of  261b.  ;  April  24,  201b.  ;  April  25, 
271b. ;  April  26,  three,  33lb.,  221b.,  and  171b.,  and  a 
pikeof  211b.  ;  April  28.  one  fish,  191b.;  April  29, 
one,  17|lb.,  and  Mr.  Polden,  two,  13 Jib.  and  221b. 
On  the  Bisterne  water,  Mr.  J.  D.  Mills  killed  one, 
221b.,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  one,  281b.  Yesterday 
(May  1)  bait  fishing  commenced  on  the  Ringwood 
water,  when  there  was  a  good  many  anglers  out. 
Seven  fish  were  taken,  six  by  one  gentleman,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Campbell,  which,  I  believe,  constitutes  a 
record  for  this  water.  The  weights  I  give  below : — 
361b.,  271b.,  241b.,  191b.,  181b.,  and  171b.,  total 
1411b.  The  other  successful  angler  being  Mr.  F. 
Til  ton,  one  fish,  21  lb.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Blag'don  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  April  28 : — On  April  23,  Mr.  R.  Bowring 
had  seven  trout,  21b.  12oz.,  51b.  6oz.,  61b.  4oz., 
21b.,  lib.  8oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  and  lib.  lOoz.  (boat); 
Mr.  H.  J.  Clare,  three,  41b.,  21b.  6oz.,  and  41b.  4oz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  three,  41b.  6oz., 
31b.  lOoz.,  and  61b.  12oz.  (bank);  Mr.  W.  Senior, 
one,  21b.  12oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  four, 
21b.  8oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  and  31b.  (bank) ;  Mr. 
Hardv  Corfe,  six,  4lb.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  4oz., 
21b.,  21b.,  and  1  lb.  12oz.  (bank).  On  April  24,  Mrs. 
David,  one,  21b.  Soz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  William  Senior,  one, 
21b.  8oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  two,  21b.  and 
1  lb.  2oz.  (bank) ;  Rev.  Brinkley,  one,  21b.  Soz.  (bank). 
On  April  25,  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  two,  21b.  and 
lib.  Soz.  (bank);  Mr.  E.  Proctor,  two,  41b.  4oz. 
and  41b.  2oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  Appleton,  three,  41b.  4oz., 
41b.  2oz.,  and  lib.  Soz.  (boat);  Mr.  Fedden,  one, 
lib.  Soz.  (bank).  On  April  26,  Dr.  Rutherford, 
one,  51b.  12oz.  (bank);  Mr.  H.  M.  Stock,  one,  31b. 
(boat)  ;  Colonel  Monckton,  one,  1  lb.  2oz.  (bank). 
On  April  27,  Mr.  H.  M.  Stock,  three,  5lb.  4oz., 
31b.  6oz.,  and  1  lb.  Soz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  H.  N.  Cooper, 
one,  41b.  12oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  one, 
31b.  4oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  Herbert  R.  Price,  one,  41b.  4oz. 
(bank);  Mr.  L.  C.  Corfield,  one,  41b.  4oz.  (bank); 
Mr.  Levy  Langfield,  two,  51b.  ]2oz.  and  31b.  8oz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  Tucker,  four,  51b.,  31b.,  31b.  8oz.,  and 
21b.  Soz.  (boat).  On  April  28,  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White, 
one,  41b.  Soz.  (bank) ;  Rev.  E.  Price,  one,  4lb. 
(boat)  ;  Mr.  H.  Gregory,  two,  41b.  4oz.  and  21b. 
(boat)  ;  Mr.  W.  Milson,  three,  41b.  2oz.,  41b.,  and 
31b.  4oz.  (boat).  The  above  returns  are  not  so  bad 
considering  weather  conditions.  We  have  had  a 
lot  of  snow  and  hail  this  evening — in  fact,  the 
ground  around  the  hut  is  white  with  snow.  Mr. 
Sheringham's  61b.  12oz.  fish,  caught  from  the  bank, 
is  the  best  up  to  April  28. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District). — Very  little  has 
been  done  during  the  week  owing  to  the  water  being 
low  and  fine.  The  early  part  of  the  week  Hood 
Weir  was  dry,  and  had  been  for  some  weeks,  and, 
consequently,  salmon  running  up  from  the  sea  are 
impounded  between  Totnes  Weir  and  this  part  of 
the  river.  A  heavy  spate  is  badly  wanted.  Colonel 
R.  W.  Studdy,  who  has  been  reappointed  to  repre- 
sent the  Board  of  Conservators  on  the  Devon  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee,  has  called  attention  to  fixed 
nets  in  the  estuaries,  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
preservation  of  salmon  it  has  been  decided  to  ask 
the  committee  if  the  officers  have  instructions  to 
enforce  the  bye-laws. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Cold  northerly  winds  and 
frosty  nights  have  seriously  interfered  with  angling 
on  the  Carey,  and  little  sport  has  been  had.  One 
rod  had  a  couple  of  dozen  with  the  worm,  the  best 
fish  being  nearly  Soz.  Several  good  fish  have  been 
landed,  Mr.  Osborne  killing  one  which  scaled  11  lb. 
Some  fair-sized  trout  have  been  taken  by  worms. 


Mr.  Howartson,  of  Walnuts,  having  one,  2Jlb. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — For  the  last  three  weeks  there 
has  been  little  angling  worth  recording.  Cold  north 
and  east  winds,  with  frost  at  night,  have  dried  up 
the  river  to  summer  level.  Salmon  fishing  seems 
to  have  stopped  altogether,  as  the  fish  in  the  pools 
have  become  quite  stale,  and  none  have  been 
running  from  the  Sol  way.  A  few  nice  dishes  of 
trout  have  been  secured  with  fly,  but  creeper-fishing, 
which  ought  to  have  been  in  full  swing  in  the  low 
water  with  bright  sun,  has  been  useless,  as  the  cold 
has  kept  trout  in  the  pools.  They  never  go  into 
the  thin  streams  till  the  weather  is  warm.  The 
Season  is  wonderfully  backward,  as  shown  by  the 
fact  that  at  the  end  of  April  there  was  a  good  hatch 
of  March  Browns  on  the  water.  Sea-trout  are  put- 
ting in  an  appearance,  and  in  about  a  fortnight  the 
run  should  be  heavy,  if  they  are  in  existence.  The 
nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  have  had  a  shocking 
bad  time,  not  enough  to  pay  wages. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Some  slight  improvement  in 
the  angling  prospects  has  been  apparent  during 
the  past  week,  yet  the  river  runs  too  low  and  clear 
for  remunerative  sport,  the  slight  downfalls  of  rain 
which  have  recently  been  experienced  having  had 
no  effect  upon  the  water.  The  kelts  are  now 
becoming  a  nuisance  to  anglers,  and  copious  floods 
are  much  needed  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  sea. 
The  following  are  the  catches  recorded  during  the 
week :  Mr.  J.  Baker,  four  brace ;  Mr.  R.  Linton, 
three-and-a-half  brace  ;  and  Mr.  Stanley  Harrowing, 
three  brace.  Sea  angling  has  afforded  somewhat 
better  sport  during  the  past  few  days,  and  some 
fair  takes  have  been  made. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter)i — Except  that  at 
Topsham  some  fine  catches  of  salmon  have  been 
secured  by  the  net  fishermen,  there  is  little  to 
record.  Last  week  at  Exeter  Police  Court  a  man 
was  summoned  for  taking  salmon  from  the  Exe 
otherwise  than  by  the  lawful  "  net,  instrument  of 
devise,"  on  April  11.  On  the  date  in  question,  the 
man,  who  was  employed  at  Head  Weir  Mills,  saw  a 
salmon  on  the  weir  in  the  act  of  either  passing  or 
resting,  and  so  secured  the  fish,  wrapped  it  in  paper, 
and  sold  it  for  10s.  Defendant  was  fined  6s.  and 
6s.  6d.  costs,  although  the  Bench  pointed  out  that 
he  had  rendered  himself  liable  to  a  fine  of  £5.  The 
bass  fishing  has  at  last  began  at  Exmouth  Pier,  and 
fish  from  fib.  to  21b.  have  been  secured,  while  at 
Strait  Point  pollack,  21b.  and  upwards,  have 
been  taken  from  boats.  At  Totnes,  on  April  23, 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Dart  Board  of  Con- 
servators was  held  at  the  Guildhall,  the  Hon.  R. 
Dawson  being  reappointed  chairman,  and  Mr.  C. 
Barran  vice-chairman,  and  Colonel  R.  W.  Studdy 
was  again  chosen  as  representative  on  the  Devon 
Sea  Fisheries'  Committee.  One  thousand  yearling 
trout  from  the  Braunton  Fish  Farm  were  placed  in 
the  East  Dart  a  fortnight  ago,  and  previously  1500 
were  placed  in  the  West  Dart. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiahe  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — Still  another 
week  of  cold  and  stormy  weather,  with  sharp  frosts 
every  night.  Fishing  has  been  difficult  and  the 
odds  very  much  against  the  angler.  Some  excellent 
baskets,  however,  have  been  made,  and  practically 
every  fish  killed  during  the  week  has  been  taken  on 
the  fly.  On  April  25,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  eight, 
Capt.  Deakin  five,  and  Rev.  R.  Chesshire  three. 
On  the  26th,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  fourteen,  Capt. 
Deakin  ten,  and  Rev.  R.  Chesshire  two.  On  the 
27th,  Rev.  R.  Chesshire  killed  eleven,  and  Mr.  Mal- 
pass the  same,  Mr.  Moore  had  two,  and  Capt. 
Deakin  one.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  Malpass  creeled 
eighteen,  and  Rev.  R.  Chesshire  seven.  On  May  1, 
Mr.  Malpass  kUled  twenty-one,  Messrs.  Everett 
and  Jones  thirteen,  Mr.  Morgan  seven,  Mr.  Hart 
four,  and  Mr.  Lythall  two.  The  fish  average  a  little 
under  three-quarters  of  a  pound  and  are  in  splendid 
condition.  Small  flies  still  hold  good. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  ttnd  Tributaries.  —  Refreshing  rains  have 
fallen,  and  some  good  sport  with  trout  is  looked  for 
as  the  weather  is  also  rather  milder.  Trout-angling 
opened  on  Tuesday  in  the  Lea  and  tributary 
streams,  but  few  trout  are  yet  recorded  caught  in 
the  Lea.  In  the  Hertford  district  of  this  river,  Mr. 
Southern  has  taken  a  21b.  fish,  and  Mr.  Vine  has 
landed  a  brace.  The  best  results  with  trout  have 
been  obtained  in  the  tributary  Beane,  where,  in  the 
Hertford  district,  Messrs.  Currell  and  Wickham, 
jun.,  have  accounted  for  six  brace  of  keepable  fish 
between  them. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lnggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster)  — Both  streams 
have  been  refreshed  by  some  good  falls  of  rain,  but 
there  has  also  been  hailstorms  and  the  weather 
very  cold.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  some  good  sport  had ;  the  flies  to  use  are  the 
March  Brown,  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  Hare's 
Ear,  and  gold-tipped  Blue.  The  prospects  for  sport 
are  improving. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  still 
very  low  and  slimy,  and  greatly  in  need  of  a  good 
freshet.     For  the  past  week  the  sport  h.aa  been 
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poor.  On  April  30  a  few  good  fish  moved,  and  in 
parts  of  the  river  there  was  a  respectable  hatch  out 
of  Iron  Blues.  Four  different  anglers  each  got  two 
brace — good  fish  for  the  river — averaging  half  a 
pound.  A  little  peal  was  taken  with  fly  on  the  free 
water.  It  only  weighed  half  a  pound,  but  was 
apparently  clean- run  and  in  good  condition. — 
Heron. 

PlymoutH. — The  rivers  are  in  much  better  con- 
dition than  when  I  last  wrote.  We  have  had  a  nice 
drop  of  rain,  and  it  has  made  the  rivers  rise,  and 
no  doubt  we  sliall  hear  of  some  peal  up  the  Tavy. 
The  pools  at  Virtuous  Lady  are  the  favourite  haunts 
for  them,  and  all  up  and  down  the  river  from 
Lady  Bertha  Mine  to  Double  Waters. — William 
Heakder. 

Snssez  RiverB  and  Chiohester  Canal. — There 
has  been  a  dearth  of  sport  among  the  trout  latterly. 
Frost  in  the  early  mornings,  an  easterly  wind,  snow, 
hail,  and  rain  have  kept  the  fish  down  and  anglers 
from  the  waterside.  Good  sport  has  been  had  in 
Chichester  Harbour  among  the  smelt.  Fifteen  and 
a  half  dozen  were  taken  one  tide  on  April  28,  many 
of  the  fish  over  six  inches,  as  large  as  the  Medway 
smelt.  With  finer  weather  bass  and  mullet  will  bo 
worth  a  trial.  Pilsea  Piles  is  the  most  likely  venue. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Net  fishermen  commenced  on 
May  1,  and  beyond  a  few  well-mended  kelts  little 
has  been  done.  East  winds  have  seriously  cur- 
tailed the  trout  fishing  when  the  water  was  fit. 
Cold  north  and  east  winds  prevented  fishermen 
venturing  out,  and  now  the  rivers  are  very  low  and 
clear.  It  is  hoped  with  the  great  prospect  of 
coming  rain,  better  luck  will  follow. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Iilandyssil). — A  quantity  of  rain  has 
fallen  and  river  has  risen  some  inches.  At  time  of 
writing  still  raining  and  looks  like  a  spate.  Three 
salmon  have  been  cnught  during  the  last  week  by 
the  bridge— 7Jlb.,  12^1b.,  and  20l\b.,  all  with  the 
worm.  A  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken.  With 
this  rain  sport  should  improve. — Vic. 

Teme  (^ndlow). — The  Temeis  now  in  good  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fi.shing,  tlie  fish  are  begin- 
ning to  move  better  this  week  and  a  good  few  anglers 
havebeen  out.  The  fly  and  bottom  fishers  have  taken 
good  trout  with  worm.  On  April  30  some  fine  trout 
were  landed  on  the  fly  near  Ludford.  In  the  water 
above  Newbridge  some  good  fish  have  been  taken. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighhonring 
Rivers. — Our  northern  rivers  are  still  low,  the  past 
week  being  unfavourable  to  the  angler.  A  few  trout 
have  been  killed  on  the  North  Tyne,  with  fly.  From 
the  meetings  of  the  Tynes.  several  salmon  anglers 
have  been  fishing  the  pools,  but  the  fish  will  not 
rise.  I  heard  of  one  fish  being  killed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ovingham  and  Wylam.  The  Coquet  is 
low  and  clear,  and  trouting  only  slow.  Mr.  Boocock, 
Newcastle,  fishing  on  the  Federation  water  about 
Guiyance,  killed  eleven  good  trout  with  drop 
minnow  fishing  the  deeps.  Some  good  takes  are 
reported  from  the  Anglers'  Hotel  waters  at  Weldon 
Bridge,  fly  and  minnow  being  the  lures.  Mr. 
Edwards,  present  proprietor  of  the  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Weldon  Bridge,  has  about  four  miles  of  excellent 
trout  and  salmon  fishing,  and  reserved  strictly  to 
visitors  in  the  hotel.  I  am  just  told  the  Tyne  is 
rising,  so  there  is  a  better  prospect  for  salmon  and 
troiit  fishing. — Henry  A.  Muhton. 

TJsk  (Usk). — Although  rain  has  at  times  fallen 
heavily,  at  the  time  of  writing  the  river  has  not 
risen,  but  as  the  change  of  weather  has  at  last  come, 
and  the  wind  keeps  down,  there  is  every  probability 
of  more  rain,  and  consequently  a  considerable  rise 
in  the  river,  for  which  the  salmon  anglers  are 
anxiously  looking  forward.  On  April  27  Mr.  Sword 
killed  a  salmon,  221b.,  in  the  middle  point  of  Road 
Pool,  and  also  lost  two  more  in  exactly  the  same 
.spot.  On  April  28,  Mr.  R.  Rickards  landed  a  fine 
fish  of  301b.  in  the  Bridge  Stream,  Newbridge.  It 
only  took  Mr.  Rickards  about  ten  minutes  to  land 
the  salmon.  There  has  not  been  much  trouting. 
— T.  R. 

Welland  (Stamford). — The  Marquis  of  Exeter, 
President  of  the  Stamford  Angling  Association, 
has  very  kindly  given  thirty  nice  pike,  some 
weighing  upwards  of  41b.,  to  be  turned  into  the 
River  Welland,  and  the  association  has  also  decided 
to  turn  into  the  river  above  TLnwell  1000  bream. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  still  continue  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  tho  weather  has  improved  a 
little,  although  it  is  yet  very  cold,  especially  at 
night.  On  tho  morning  of  April  27  there  was  nine 
degrees  of  frost,  and  on  April  29  six  degrees.  We 
have  had  snowstorms  and  heavy  rain,  which  have 
discoloured  the  Derwent,  and  there  is  a  nice  tinge 
of  woodland  water  in  this  river.  Those  who 
have  fished  the  Wye,  sport  has  not  been  very  good, 
a  brace  or  two  being  a  good  average  basket.  Tho 
Derwent  Chatsworth  fi^>hery  only  yielded  one  to 


three  brace  per  rod,  and  very  few  fishermen  on  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water,  a  brace  or  two  being  the 
best  catches.  Tho  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  has  not  afforded  its  members 
much  sport,  as  one  member  told  me  that  he  had 
beon  five  times  and  had  not  got  a  sizeable  fish. 
We  shall  have  to  wait  for  warmer  weather,  when 
the  followinc  flies  will  be  useful: — Yellow  Dun, 
Sand  Fly,  Hare's  Lugg,  Yellow  May  Dun,  and 
Mulberry  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe.  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Both  tho  Yore  and  Swale  have  had 
from  one  to  three  feet  of  fresh  water  down  since  last 
week-end.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  sport 
has  improved  greatly,  and  some  very  heavy  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  caught  with  fly.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Robinson,  last  week-end,  caught  thirty-six  trout 
between  Red  mire  and  Aysgarth  Force,  with  fly. 
Visitors  can  fish  this  water  on  a  small  payment,  and 
comfortable  quarters  can  be  met  with  by  staying  at 
Mrs.  Rider's.  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Redmire.  The 
Hon.  D.  A.  Orde  Powlett  has  also  had  eood  sport 
among  the  trout  at  Wensley.  Mr.  Horne  had 
also  some  nice  sport  lower  down  the  river.  At 
Cover  Bridge  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport 
has  been  fair.  At  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon 
sport  has  also  improved.  The  Swale  has  been 
freshened  up  a  little,  and  sport  has  improved.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  in  very  fair  trim  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  some  nice  trout  taken  at  Grassington, 
Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley  with  fly.  The 
river  Nidd  has  been  in  fair  trim.  The  Derwent  has 
been  fishing  only  moderately  lately  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Last  week-end  at  Malton  the  Fitzwilliam 
Angling  Club  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Rail- 
way Hotel,  Norton.  In  the  absence  of  the  president, 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Potter.  After  the 
loyal  toast,  Mr.  A.  W.  Walker  proposed  "Success 
to  the  Club,"  congratulating  the  members  on  its 
financial  condition.  Tho  healths  of  the  president, 
vice-presidents,  committee,  and  officers  were  also 
given.  Several  cases  of  specimen  fish  were  on  view. 
At  the  time  of  writing,  rain  is  falling  steadily.  A 
good  cast  for  the  coming  week  will  bo  Dark  Watchet, 
Orange  Partridge,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Olive  Bloa, 
hackled. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — Grand  sport  was  had  during 
the  past  week  on  the  Home  Beat  of  the  Castle 
water  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Tennant.  who  fished  the  reaches 
on  behalf  of  Sir  Edward  Grey,  the  lessee.  The 
water  was  in  good  order,  and  the  following  were 
the  details: — On  April  23,  one  salmon,  121b.  On 
April  24,  four  salmon,  scaling  I4Jlb.,  IHlb.,  11  lb  , 
and  8Jlb.  On  April  25.  five  salmon,  11  lb.,  lOJIb., 
lOlb.,  'JJlb.,  and  8|lb.  On  April  26.  four  beautiful 
clean-run  fish,  weighing  201b.,  lOJlb.,  lOlb.,  and 
8Jlb.  On  April  27,  two  salmon,  'Jib.  and  8|lb.  On 
April  28.  three  grand  fish,  scaling  13Jlb.,  lulb.,  and 
9Jlb.  The  total  catch  for  the  week  to  Mr.  Tennant's 
own  rod  was  thus  nineteen  salmon  scaling  206Jlb., 
and  averaging  lOflb.  During  the  past  week  Mr. 
Tennant  had  seven  salmon,  scaling  591b.  His  total 
catch  for  the  fortnight  was  thus  twenty -six  salmon, 
scaling  265Jlb.,  or  just  under  2Jcwt.  for  twelve 
days'  fishing.  In  the  tidal  water  some  nice  baskets 
of  sea-trout  were  had  by  the  Farlie  Brae  and 
Moniack  Castle  anglers,  the  trout  being  in  prime 
condition.  Conon. — Five  salmon,  scaling  381b., 
were  landed  on  the  lower  and  middle  reaches  of 
the  Conon  during  the  week,  and  fish  are  plentiful 
in  the  pools.  Up  to  date  fifteen  salmon  were 
landed  on  Mr.  Stirling's,  of  Fairburn,  rod,  the 
heaviest  scaling  161b. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  I>iddle. — Bait  fishing  com- 
menced on  May  1  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle,  but  not 
until  June  1  in  the  remaining  waters  of  the  asso- 
ciation. Sea-trout  have  been  seen  in  the  water 
below  Longtown,  but  no  catches  are  reported.  The 
best  basket  of  yellow  trout  up  to  the  present  has 
been  Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow's  thirty-five  at  one  fishing  in 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk.  In  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow  had  two  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  Clark  had  close  on  a  dozen ;  Sergeant 
Bell  creeled  nine ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  had  a  dozen  at 
two  fishings  ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Graham  caught  eight,  while 
a  number  of  other  anglers  have  had  half  a  dozen 
or  so.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  Canonbie  water, 
excepting  that  Messrs.  Tom  Steel,  Adam  Keen,  and  a 
few  other  local  experts  have  caught  some  burn  trout 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle  and  in  the  middle 
pitches  of  the  Esk.  At  time  of  writing  the  water 
IS  low,  consequently  bait  fishing  has  been  fruitless. 
In  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  R.  Bell  had  fourteen 
yellow  trout;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  caught  twelve  and 
nine  ;  Mr.  S.  Bell  creeled  ten  ;  Mr.  Clark,  at  a  second 
fishing,  secured  eight;  Mr.  F.  Story  eleven,  Mr. 
W.   Story  eight,  and  Mr.  C.   E.   Barlow  nine. 

— GlLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Baster  Boss,  Ardgay,  IT.B.). — During 
the  past  week  the  following  sport  was  obtained  by 
anglers  from  Babiagown  Arms  Hotel :— -On  April  24 


Mr.  C.  W.  Fossbuiy  landed  two  salmon  weighing 
81b.  and  91b.  on  Invercharron  water ;  on  April  25 
Mr.  Oakley  caught  one  of  9lb.  on  Braolangwoll 
water;  on  April  28  Captain  Tomkin  landed  two 
weighing  81b.  and  91b.,  on  Invercharron  water  ;  and 
Mrs.  Oakley,  a  10-pounder  on  Braelangwell  water. 
On  April  3U,  Mr.  Oakley  caught  one  of  O^lb.,  and 
Mrs.  Oakloy  a  9-pounder.  Total  basket  on  river  to 
end  of  April,  thirty-five  salmon,  aggregating  3251b., 
or  an  average  weight  of  about  O^lb.  Weather  very 
severe.  On  Tuesday,  May  1,  hail,  snow,  and  rain 
alternated  during  tho  whole  day. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  continues  in 
good  condition  for  rod  fishing,  and  anglers  are 
getting  better  sport.  Some  heavy  baskets  of  trout 
are  being  got  on  mo.st  of  the  sections.  The  trout 
are  in  capital  condition,  heaviest  over  21b.  A 
number  of  salmon  have  been  killed,  principally  in 
the  middle  sections  of  the  river.  On  the  Eden 
section  Miss  Paterson  had  three  fine  fish  of  91b.  to 
101b.  The  frost  is  not  so  keen,  and  the  light 
showers  of  rain  that  we  are  having  daily  are  keeping 
the  water  in  fair  volume  and  raising  the  temperature. 
Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Nicholson  left  Eden  for 
London  on  April  28.  The  net  fishing  on  the  river 
is  also  improving.  The  fishermen  on  the  Duff 
House  section  had  a  number  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  for  the  past  week.  On  the  coast  fish  are  more 
numerous,  and  grilse  are  making  their  appearance. 
A  couple  was  got  in  the  bag-nets  last  week,  one  to 
the  west  of  Banff  and  the  other  to  the  east  of 
Macduff.  Both  are  capital  specimens,  the  largest 
weighing  3Jlb.  Their  appearance  is  about  a  month 
later  than  that  of  last  year,  when  one  was  got  on 
March  31  weighing  2pb.  It  was  the  earliest  on 
record  for  at  least  twenty-five  years.  The  salmon 
are  of  splendid  quality,  and  of  an  average  of  101b. 
to  121b.— H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodol  on  April  27,  Mr. 
Kirkbride  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pirie  had  fourteen  sea- 
trout  weighing  11  lb.  8oz.,  heaviest  fish,  31b.  4oz., 
and  on  April  30  Mr.  Kirkbride  had  eighteen  sea- 
trout  weighing  131b.,  and  Mr.  Pirie  had  fifteen  sea- 
trout  weighing  131b. — G  D.  Stirling. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  TSf.B.). — 
Tho  weather  has  been  so  cold  and  stormy  that 
little  or  nothing  could  be  done  in  sea-trout  angling, 
even  the  net  salmon  fishings  have  fallen  off  in 
productiveness.  During  the  past  week  there  was 
a  great  decrease  on  the  Balnagown  nettings  as 
compared  with  the  previous  week.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  Ski  bo  fishings  at 
the  head  of  Dornoch  Firth,  but  on  Mr.  Anderson's 
Invercharron  fishings  there  was  just  a  perceptible 
improvement.  From  all  the  fishings  combined  it  is 
estimated  that  only  about  1  Icwt.  of  salmon  were  con- 
signed to  Billingsgate  in  the  course  of  the  week. — B. 

Loohinver  (Culag  Hotel).  —  Mr.  MacKenzie. 
Glasgow,  caught  a  well-conditioned  fresh-run  salmon 
of  81b.  on  the  River  Inver  on  April  26. — John 
Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Bright  weather  con- 
tinues against  sport,  though  the  catches  have  been 
fairly  good.  Nineteen  members  of  the  Glasgow 
St.  Mungo  Club  creeled  seventy-eight  trout  which 
weighed  821b.  The  two  heaviest  trout  were  beauties 
of  31b.  8oz.  and  31b.  3|oz.  Fourteen  members  of 
the  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club  secured  forty- 
seven  trout,  541b.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed 
31b.  4Joz.  Mr.  J.  Philp  was  first  at  the  Kelty  and 
Blairadam  Club  competition  with  seven  trout, 
71b.  l2oz.  Mr.  J.  Anderson  secured  first  prize  at 
the  Midlothian  Club  competition  with  a  catch  of 
five  trout.  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson  was  placed  first  when 
fishing  at  the  Fifeshire  Club  competition  with  seven 
small  trout,  which  weighed  21b.  5oz.  Private  parties  : 
Mr.  W.  J.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout,  161b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Gordon  Simpson,  Tayport,  fifteen  trout,  14lb. ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  Dundee,  six  trout,  7lb.  8oz.  Mr.  Jas. 
Millar  and  Mr.  Walker,  Edinburgh,  made  the  best 
catch  here  this  season  on  April  30,  when  they 
secured  twenty-nine  trout,  231b.  Mr  Gilbert  Wilson, 
Dollar,  and  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Devonshaw,  had  six  trout, 
81b.  8oz.  Two  anglers  from  Edinburgh,  ten  trout, 
91b.  12oz.  Mr.  Wallace,  Glasgow,  eleven  trout, 
121b.  8oz.  Mr.  Cassils  and  Mr.  Elliot,  Glasgow, 
eight  trout,  81b.  8oz.  The  number  of  trout  cap- 
tured last  month  was  601,  which  weighed  5671b.  4oz. 
This  is  nearly  double  the  number  creeled  in  April 
last  year,  while  fewer  boats  were  out  last  month. 
The  catch  last  month  was  the  largest  in  April  for 
four  years. — R.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  April  24.  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  landed  a 
salmon,  16lb.  On  April  26.  Mr.  Hy.  Haynes,  Not- 
tingham, one,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Bergen,  one,  171b.  On 
April  27,  Mr.  Hy.  Haynes,  one,  151b.  ;  Mrs.  Haynes, 
six  trout,  31b.  Several  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  got  by  anglers  with  the  fly. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortmgall  Hotel 
water,  on  April  25,  Captain  Tetley,  Leeds,  had  a 
salmon  of  161b.    On  April  30,  Mr.  W.  Holzapfel, 
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Newcastle,  had  one  of  8^1b.,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Stewart,  Fortingall,  had  two,  161b.  and  101b.  On 
May  1 ,  Mr.  W.  Holzapfel  had  another  of  81b. — R. 
Stewart. 

Horth  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Sport  last  week 
wa3  fairly  good,  but  nothing  to  what  might  be 
fuiticipated  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  easterly 
winds  and  overnight  frosts  are  playing  havoc  with 
the  spring.  It  has  been  winter  all  through,  and 
the  temperature  is  too  low  for  anything  like  good 
sport.  Till  a  fresh  comes,  the  conditions  will  remain 
much  about  the  same.  On  the  Braemar  waters, 
Mr.  Lamont  had  one  of  61b.,  Mr.  Tyneham  one  of 
81b.,  and  several  others  of  the  same  weight  have 
been  creeled  both  on  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater 
reaches.  Among  the  most  successful  may  be  men- 
tioned Messrs.  Miller  and  Shireffs.  On  the  Aboyne 
reaches  sport  has  not  been  so  bad,  one,  two,  and 
three  fish  being  got  to  every  rod  out.  On  the  Hotel 
waters  Mr.  Beith  had  two  of  81b.  and  181b.  on 
April  23,  while  Mr.  Wilkinson  had,  on  the  same 
date,  two  of  81b.  each,  and  one  of  131b.  on  April  27. 
Professor  Gumming  had  one  of  7Jlb.  on  April  23, 
and  one  of  61b.  on  April  24.  Mr.  Summerville  one 
of  71b.  on  April  24,  and  one  of  171b.  on  April  26. 
Major  Bethune  one  of,  101b.  on  April  27,  and  Mr. 
Somerton  one  of  8^1b.  on  April  28.  On  the  Dess 
water  Captain  Buller  had  one  or  two  average 
fish,  while  one  or  two  have  ^been  creeled  in  the 
Ballogie,  Borrowstone,  and  Banchory  districts. 
Captain  Douglas  Penrhyn  has  been  getting  good 
sport  on  Caimton,  while  Capt.  Du£f  Gordon  had 
eight  for  the  week  on  the  Culter  water,  and  two  on 
April  28  scaling  81b.  A  few  grilse  are  being  netted, 
but  none  have  been  got  to  the  rod  as  yet.— G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)> — Since  last  reported  the 
following  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  On  April  24, 
Miss  Lloyd  landed  a  salmon  weighing  15lb.,  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  one,  101b.  On  April  25,  Mr.  Evens 
caught  a  10-pounder,  and  Miss  Lloyd  one  of  91b. 
On  April  28,  three  extra  heavy  salmon  were 
landed — namely,  Mr.  Johnson,  one  of  291b.,  Mr. 
Evens,  one  of  22Jlb.,  and  Miss  Evens,  one  of 
221b.,  the  average  weight  for  the  day  was 
thus  24Jlb.  On  April  30,  Miss  Evens  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  191b.,  and  Mr.  Evens  a  10-pounder. 
The  total  fish  landed  to  date  is  thirty-two  salmon, 
weighing  in  all  478Jlb.,  which  makes  an  average  of 
about  151b.  all  over.  The  weather  has  been 
extremely  cold  smd  boisterous  for  this  season  of  the 
year. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — Some  rain  feU  towards  the 
end  of  last  week,  and  the  rivers  showed  a  rise  of 
about  a  foot,  but  sport  has  in  no  way  improved. 
Angling  has  been  very  disappointing  during  the 
past  month,  especially  in  regard  to  spring  salmon. 
In  the  Solway  there  is  no  show  of  salmon,  and  sea- 
trout  are  a  very  poor  crop  so  far.  May  is  generally 
a  good  month  for  sea -trout  in  the  nets.  The 
Annan  is  still  low  though  there  was  a  rise 
of  fully  a  foot  or  more  on  tMonday.  Captain 
William  Ewart,  fishing  with  fly,  at  the  old 
mill  stream  below  Welldale  on  April  26, 
landed  a  yellow  trout  of  21b.  12oz.  and  a  smaller 
trout  of  |lb.  This  week  he  has  had  a  few  trout 
daily  with  fly.  Mr.  W.  Wright  landed  a  salmon  of 
about  ^201b.,  but  being  a  spawned  fish  it  was  re- 
turned. The  same  angler  fishing  the  Spittal  on 
May  2,  hooked  and  lost  a  salmon  of  91b.  or  101b. 
In  the  higher  reaches,  Mr.  Martin  caught  a  basket 
of  eleven  yellow  trout  with  Olive  Dun  fly  ;  Mr. 
Johnstone  landed  fourteen  with  Hare's  Ear  fly  ;  Mr. 
Kennedy  took  nine  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Richeirdson 
about  a  dozen.  In  the  Moffat  part  of  the  river  the 
catches  have  been  small.  Angling  is  practically  at 
a  standstill  in  the  tributaries  on  account  of  low 
waters.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — 
Sport  is  very  poor  on  the  rivers  at  present,  and  a 
flood  is  urgently  needed.  Anglers  are  getting  a 
few  yellow  trout  on  Loehenbreck  of  Castle  Douglas. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — There  is  no 
sport  on  the  rivers  at  present,  but  sport  is  im- 
proving on  Loch  Doon.  May  and  June  are  the 
beat  months  for  this  loch. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlonr). — Since  last  report  the  river 
has  been  in  fairly  good  size  for  fishing,  though  the 
weather  is  still  very  cold.  There  are  a  good  many 
fiah  to  be  seen,  and  now  that  the  river  is  at  the 
proper  level,  good  sport  is  expected.  On  the  Aber- 
lour  Hoase  water,  three  salmon  were  killed,  one  of 
81b.  on  April  26,  and  two  of  151b.  and  6Jlb.  on 
April  30,  by  Mr.  Ritchie.— N.  L. 

Spey  (Uorayshira). — Sport  cannot  be  charac- 
terised other  than  fair.  On  the  Castle  Grant 
stretches  a  few  salmon  fell  to  the  rods  of  Miss 
McLeod  and  Mr.  Asquith.  Eight  salmon  to  several 
rods  was  the  aggregate  week's  take  at  Tulohan 
Lodge,  attached  to  which  is  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
the  finest  water  on  the  Spey.  This  cannot  be 
regarded  as  good  sport,  last  season  as  many  fish 
fell  to  one  rod  in  a  few  hours.  On  the  Wester 
Elchies  section,  on  April  25,  Mr.  Janes  had  three 


Salmon  of  81b.,  7ilb.,  and  l^lb.  respectively;  while 
on  the  Arndilly  water,  on  the  same  day.  Colonel 
Baldoch  had  two  of  141b.  and  121b.  From  the 
Rothes  water,  on  the  previous  day,  Mr.  Peto  had 
also  two  of  9^1b.  and  7lb. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been 
in  fair  order,  but  [is  now  rather  low,  and  while  the 
weather  has  been  dry  it  is  still  comparatively  cold 
for  this  season.  Good  sport  has  been  obtained  in 
the  upper  middle  reach,  but  little  or  nothing  has 
been  done  in  the  lower  reaches.  The  following  is  a 
note  of  the  principal  takes  reported  :  Upper  Grand- 
TULLY  Water. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  April  26, 
Capt.  J.  H.  Baldwin  captured  two  salmon  of  301b. 
and  19Jlb.  ;  and  on  April  28,  another  of  201b., 
while  Mr.  C.  D.  Twopeny  got  one  fish  of  201b. 
Cloichfoldich. — Mr.  D.  Macpherson  fishing  this 
beat  on  April  23  killed  four  fish  of  231b.,  191b.,  181b., 
and  171b.,  and  on  the  following  day  another  of 
27^1b.  Dalguise. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Pearith 
killed  five  fish  of  161b.,  151b  ,  101b..  9^1b.,  and  8 Jib. 
on  April  25.  Delvine. — Fishing  this  water  Mr. 
W.  A.  Dewhurst  caught  one  fish,  81b.,  on  April  25, 
and  two  of  21  lb.  and  181b.  on  April  28,  while 
the  Hon.  D.  H.  Cairns  got  two  fish,  181b. 
and  I81b.,  on  April  27,  and  one,  181b.,  on  April 
28,  and  the  boatmen  three  of  151b.,  81b., 
and  81b.  on  May  1.  Delvine.  —  Mr.  Graeme 
Whitelaw  landed  one  fish  181b.  on  April  23,  three 
of  211b.,  211b.  and  141b.  on  April  24,  and  three  of 
201b.,  91b.,  and  71b.  on  April  25.  iRiver  Tummel. — 
Fishing  the  Faskally  water,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  killed 
two  fi5h  171b.  and  131b.  on  April  26,  and  other  two 
of  131b.  and  91b.  the  following  day,  while  Mr.  T. 
McLauchlan  ;killed  one  fish  211b.  on  Fonab  water 
on  April  25. — A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Fishing  from  Strathmore 
Lodge  in  this  river  and  Loch  More  sport  has  now 
improved,  and  with  the  water  now  running  more 
steady  is  expected  to  improve  still  more.  There 
is  now  a  rod  or  two  vacant.  The  weather  is 
greatly  improved.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
sport  since  last  report : — No.  8  Beat. — Mr.  C.  E. 
G.  Crocker  killed  one  fish  of  261b.  on  April  24  ;  Mr.  F. 
Grotrian,  three,  201b.,  16Jlb.,  and  1 1  lb.,  on  April  25  ; 
and  Mr.  Wm.  Milbum,  one,  101b.,  on  April  26. 
No.  7  Beat. — Fishing  this  stretch,  Mr.  C.  E.  G. 
Crocker  had  six  fish,  11  lb.,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  9Jlb.,  91b., 
and  8Jlb.,  on  April  25  ;  Mr.  Milbum,  three  of  141b., 
lOlb.,  and  81b.,  on  April  27,  and  Major  George,  one 
of  101b.,  on  April  30.  No.  6  Beat.— Mr.  A.  Cross- 
man  caught  one  fish,  7Jlb.,  on  April  24 ;  Major 
George,  two,  of  131b.  and  8 Jib.,  on  April  25 ;  Mr. 
Crocker,  three,  ISJlb.,  121b.,  and  9Jlb.,on  April  26  ; 
Mr.  Grotrian,  one,  171b.,  on  April  27,  and  Mr. 
George  Pople,  two,  151b.  and  121b.,  on  April  30. 
No.  5  Beat. — Mr.  Finlayson  had  two  fish,  17 Jib. 
and  141b.,  on  April  24.  Mr.  Pople  one,  121b., 
on  April  25,  and  another  of  91b.  on  April  28. 
Loch  More. — Mr.  Grotrian  got  one,  161b.,  on 
April  24  ;  Mr.  Milburn,  three,  91b.,  91b., 
and  81b.,  on  April  25;  Mr.  Pople,  one,  101b.,  on 
April  26,  and  three,  191b.,  161b.,  and  I5}h.,  on 
April  27  ;  and  Mr.  Milburn,  two,  151b.  and  Ulb.,  on 
April  30.  Loch  Beg. — Mr.  H.  Greg  landed  four 
fish,  261b.,  121b.,  101b.,  and  91b.,  on  April  25;  and 
Mr.  Grotrian,  one,  101b.,  on  April  28. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — Cold  winds  from  the  north  with 
heavy  showers  of  rain  and  snowballing  alternately 
prevailed  during  the  closing  days  of  the  week,  and 
all  the  streams  that  discharge  into  the  Lower  Bann 
continued  in  semi-flood.  The  main  river  rose  twelve 
inches,  and  is  discoloured,  and  the  few  salmon  that 
are  coming  in  are  passing  over  the  weirs  and  are 
not  remaining  on  the  Caronroe  stretch  as  in  past 
seasons.  During  the  days  the  water  was  in  order 
good  sport  was  obtained  with  large  lake  trout, 
many  of  these  being  carried  down  stream  during 
the  winter  floods.  Captain  Patrick  caught  six 
trout  weighing  9Jlb.  at  Portglenone,  and  Mr.  John 
Diamond  four  trout  at  Kilrea,  lOJlb.,  on  the 
fly. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  notes  sport 
has  improved  on  the  rivers  in  the  Belfast  locality, 
the  Clady,  Crumlin,  Upper  Bann,  and  other  streams 
having  greatly  benefited  by  the  rains.  The  Crossgar 
is  in  fine  order  and  giving  fair  trout  fishing,  parti- 
cularly the  portion  preserved  by  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Excellent  trout- 
ing  was  enjoyed  on  the  river  during  the  past  week, 
and  Mr.  J.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  9lb.  on 
April  30. — M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
Masters  Crawford,  Dr.  F.  Joshua,  Mr.  Eskrigge, 
Col.  Carpendale,  and  other  anglers  enjoyed  some 
first-rate  sport  amongst  the  trout  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Killamey. — Owing  to  continued  unfavourable 
weather  ^sport  has  been  very  backward  at  salmon, 


which  have  been  taking  badly.    Brown  trout  some- 
times afforded  fair  sport. — T.  J.  D. 
Longrh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Watervllle,  co.  Kerry). — 

On  April  28,  Mr.  R.  Huggard  had  a  salrnon  of  101b. 
On  April  30,  Mr.  Lescher  caught  one  of  9Jlb.,  and 
Ned  Dennehy  one  of  131b.  No  sea-trout  have 
been  had.  Brown  trout  afforded  fair  or  average 
sport.  The  rivers  are  all  too  low,  and  no  angling 
has  been  done  on  them. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Melvln> — Sport  was  generally  good 
during  the  past  week,  but  the  lake  was  mostly 
rough  all  the  time,  and  only  in  the  sheltered  bays 
was  it  possible  to  fish,  and  where  numbers  of  fine 
baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were  secured 
by  the  anglers  out.  Mr.  P.  Curran  took  one  salmon, 
8  Jib.,  on  April  28,  on  a  trout  fly.  Mr.  A.  Gallagher 
took  a  brown  trout,  61b.,  on  natural  minnow,  and 
Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  a  salmon,  9lb.,  on  April  27. 
Sport  is  good  at_time  of  writing. — M.  Roqan  and 
Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  been  very  backward  at  brown  trout,  the 
best  basket  contained  only  eighteen  fish. — T.  J.  D. 
Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone).— 

The  Mourne,  Genelly,  Derg,  Finn,  Strule,  and  their 
tributaries  are  in  the  best  of  order  at  time  of 
writing.  All  that  is  needed  is  a  rise  in  the  tern 
perature  to  bring  out  the  natural  flies,  which  so  far 
have  hatched  out  poorly,  except  at  midday.  Some 
trout  were  killed  on  May  3  and  4,  chiefly  by  local 
men  and  the  gillies. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Slayo). — River  in  good  order, 
with  west  winds,  and  a  good  show  of  fish  in  the 
pools.  During  the  week  Mr.  Cartwright  got  one 
fish,  141b.,  and  three  good  trout,  81b.,  and  a  large 
pike,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Grotty  got  a  salmon,  121b. ;  Colonel 
Hewitt  got  some  large  trout,  51b.  each,  on  the 
upper  reaches ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  a  few  fish 
and  a  number  of  kelts.  On  the  whole  fishing  is 
improving.  There  were  a  few  grilse  got  in  the  nets 
last  week. — John  Devers. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Uayo). — Notwithstanding  the  cold  north-east  wind 
and  bad  weather,  sport  was  fair  on  rivers  and 
loughs.  On  May  1,  Mr.  Cartwright  had  one  salmon, 
141b.,  and  four  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Charles  Scroope, 
one  salmon,  11  lb. ;  Master  D.  Grotty,  one  salmon, 
141b. ;  Surgeon-Major  Raynor,  three  salmon,  lOlb., 
111b.,  and  131b.,  also  ten  trout,  largest,  51b.;  Mr. 
M.  Pouch,  two  salmon,  11  lb.  and  131b.;  Captain 
Barr,  one  salmon,  13 Jib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Shaw,  twenty-two 
sea-trout,  largest  31b.  ;  Mr.  Cartwright  had  one  pike, 
Ulb. ;  Mr.  De  Parry,  three  pike,  161b.,  Ulb.,  and 
91b.  At  present  a  very  nice  fresh  is  in  the  river, 
and  a  few  grilse  are  making  their  appearance.  I  am 
sure,  if  the  weather  keeps  fine,  good  sport  would 
follow.  A  few  brown  trout  were  got  on  Loughs 
Callow  and  Talt.  The  salmon  fry  are  beginning  to 
descend  in  numbers. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Pontoon  (Bridge  Hotel). — Capt.  Barr  had  one 
salmon,  131b.;  Mr.  Roach,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  E. 
Combley,  one,  91b. ;  Captain  Kineard,  several  nice 
trout;  Mr.  Satterwaithe  and  son  creeled  in  four 
days  sixty-eight  trout  on  Callow.  The  angling 
would  be  much  better  only  for  the  cold  north-east 
winds,  but  there  is  a  change  for  the  better  now. 
— Angler. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  is  still 
showery,  and  at  times  bitterly  cold.  Water  in 
good  condition.  On  Hermitage.  Mr.  W.  P.  Jones 
killed  one  salmon,  271b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  G. 
B.  Tunstall-Moore  killed  five  salmon,  141b.,  16Jlb., 
16lb.,  14Jlb.,  and  161b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  H.  E. 
O'Keover  killed  one  salmon,  19lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  B.  Tun- 
stall-Moore, one  salmon,  21  Jib.  On  the  Castle 
Fishery,  Mr.  E.  G.  Ingham 'killed  one  salmon, 
15flb.  ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham,  one,  35lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams,  one,  28Jlb.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  G. 
Williams  killed  two  salmon,  28lb.  and  14Jlb.  On 
the  Worldsend,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon, 
Ulb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  J.  Enright  killed  two 
salmon,  221b.  and  15Jlb. — John  Enright  and  Son. 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


I  commence  the  usual  series  of  weekly  weather 
reports  for  the  coming  angling  season  in  Norway 
by  reporting  that  during  the  past  winter,  taking  the 
whole  country  generally,  Norway  has  had  a  full  and 
sufficient  supply  of  snow  throughout  the  favoured 
angling  districts,  there  having  been  a  good  stock 
generaDy  up  to  about  Christmas,  and  after  that 
date  very  heavy  falls  of  snow  liave  fallen.  Norwaj' 
also  experienced  throughout  the  angling  districts 
the  same  warm  speU  that  we  passed  through  here 
before  and  during  the  Easter  recess,  and  it  has  Uke- 
wise  had  a  spell  of  cold  frosty  nights  since  then. 
Now,  taking  the  districts  seriatim,  in  Nordland 
(Northern  Norway)  there  is,  of  course,  still  wint«r  in 
this  district,  the  commencement  of  spring  not  yet 
having  begun  there.  Tlie  Trondhjem  and  Namdalen 
districts  have  a  good  stock  of  snow  throughout. 
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though  not  as  rmich  as  last'year,  and  as  this  district 
almost  invariably  benefits  by  a  plentiful  stock,  tliero 
is  every  prospect  of  good  sport.  The  Bergen  district 
has  more  than  the  usual  quantity  of  snow  ;  it  will 
be  romemberod  that  last  year  (1903)  the  Bergen 
district  had  below  its  usual  average  of  snow.  In  the 
Mandal  district  (Soutli  Norway)  there  is  plenty  of 
snow,  but  iji  this  district  it  fell  mucli  Inter  than  it 
did  in  tlie  Bergoii,  Trondhjem,  and  Namdalen  dis- 
tricts ;  therefore,  it  is  apt  to  melt  a  little  sooner 
when  the  heat  does  come.  Taking  those  reports 
collectively,  the  season,  as  at  present  apparent, 
will  hardly  be  very  ortrly,  but  within  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks  we  should  be  able  to  forecast  more 
accurately. — James  Dowell,  Lumley  House. 


To-day  (Saturday),  May  5,  a  Grand  Morning 
Popular  Concert  will  bo  held  in  the  Royal  Albert 
Hall.  With  .Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour  at  the  organ,  Mr. 
F.  A.  Sewell  at  the  piano,  and  the  Queen's  Hall 
Orchestra,  conducted  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wood,  and 
such  artistes  as  Madame  Blanche  Marchesi,  Madame 
Dews,  etc.,  there  shoilld  be  a  crowded  attendance. 
Doors  open  at  two,  commence  at  three  o'clock 
Prices  of  admission  from  one  shilling. 


Mr.  James  Dowell,  of  Lumley  House,  writes  : — 
"  Tho  coronation  of  their  Majesties  the  King  and 
Queen  of  Norway  has  been  definitely  fixed  for 
Friday,  June  22,  at  Trondlijom." 


In  aid  of  tho  A.B.S.,  the  Globe  A.S.  had  a  most 
enjoyable  concert  on  April  30,  and  the  amount 
collected  handed  to  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams.  A  largo 
number  of  artistes  gave  their  services,  and  various 
clubs  were  represented.  The  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  14. 


"O  YEz  !  O  yez  !  "  This  is  to  say  that  I  have 
received  the  following  communication  from  Mr.  J. 
Powles  West : — "  I  have  had  a  gold  enamelled  shirt 
stud  handed  to  me  to  try  and  find  the  owner  ;  it  is 
evidently  one  of  a  set,  and  has  engraved  on  the 
back,  'Presented  by  E.  Stokes  to  Mr.  CoUingridge.' 
It  was  found  in  the  North  of  London  near  King's 
Cross."  [If  he  is  an  angler,  Mr.  J.  P.  W.,  he  will  be 
sure  to  fiud  it,  as  every  article  advertised  as  lost 
has  always  been  recovered,  with  the  exception  of 
my  best  silk  umbrella,  which  wants  re-covering 
badly.] 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society,  held  on  Saturday  last,  there  was  a 
good  attendance,  and  a  large  amount  of  business 
was  discussed.  The  balance-sheet  having  been 
passed,  with  slight  alterations  all  the  officers  were 
re-elected,  and  new  members  enrolled.  After  an 
animated  and  lengthy  discussion,  it  was  decided 
that  ladies  should  be  eligible  to  become  hon. 
members,  and  one  lady  was  elected.  The  first 
competition  will  be  held  on  June  9  at  Brighton,  and 
a  prize  will  be  given  to  ladies — more  than  one  to 
fish.    Visitors  welcome. 


A  VERY  successful  "at  home"  was  held  on 
April  30  by  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association  at 
their  headquarters,  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson -square, 
Blackfriars,  under  the  presidency  of  the  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  Douglas.  A  large  number  of  the 
South  London  clubs  were  represented,  as  also  was 
that  flourishing  association,  the  Anglo  -  French 
Piscatorials.  An  excellent  programme  of  music 
had  been  arranged,  and  those  present  can  look 
back  upon  a  very  enjoyable  evening.  This  month's 
outing  has  been  arranged  for  Sunday,  May  13,  at 
Maldon,  leaving  Liverpool-street  on  the  previous 
day.  Members  intending  to  participate  should 
notify  the  secretary  of  the  fact,  so  that  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  as  to  accommodation  on  board. 


I  HEAR  that  the  annual  dinner  of  the  High- 
bury Angling  Society  has  been  fixed  for  Wednesday 
evening.  May  23,  at  headquarters,  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square,  W.C. 


The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of 
the  Holloway  Anglers  on  May  1  was  a  pronounced 
success.  Mr.  S.  Stone  presided,  faced  by  Mr.  Jagels. 
After  the  distribution  of  prizes,  the  hon.  sec.  was 
the  recipient  of  a  handsome  present  as  a  mark  of 
the  appreciation  in  which  ho  is  held  by  his  fellow 
members.  During  the  evening  some  excellent 
songs  and  recitations  were  rendered,  and  host 
Treadaway  was  complimented  on  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  catered.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
officers  brought  a  very  pleasant  meeting  to  a  close. 

Thr  motto  which  the  recently  formed  and  pros- 
perous olub,  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  has 
adopted  is  "L'Union  fait  la  force."  Perfect 
"unity"  prevails  amongst  its  members,  and  its 
"strength  "  is  assured.    On  Saturday  evening  last. 


at  the  Cercle  Francais,  Lisle-street,  Leicester-square, 
the  first  annual  banquet  was  held,  when  close  upon 
one  hundred  members  and  guests  sat  down  to  a 
splendid  menu  of  fourteen  courses  admirably  served 
by  Host  Monniot. 

*  •  *  •  • 

In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  President  Sheldon, 
Mr.  A.  Abrahams  kindly  took  the  chair,  supported 
by  numerous  influential  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts — "  His  Majesty  the 
King,  the  Queen,  and  M.  Fallieres  (President  of  the 
French  Republique)" — the  chairman  distributed 
the  prizes — a  handsome  silver  cup,  presented  by 
President  Sheldon,  and  won  by  the  indefatigable 
hon.  sec,  Mr.  R.  Jacob';,  gold  medals,  etc.  The 
speeches  were  commendably  brief — ""The  Club," 
responded  to  by  Messrs.  Clavorie  and  R.  Jacobs ; 
"  The  Visitors,"  responded  to  most  eloquently  in 
French  by  Mr.  Spence  (of  the  Briny  Anglers) ;  and 
"The  Press,"  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  Jacobs  in  his 
happiest  vein,  was  responded  to  by  Messrs. 
Crumplen,  Hugenet  (of  la  Chroniquc),  and  Howard. 
»  •  »  •  • 

The  prizes  won  in  the  Yalding  and  Twickenham 
competitions  were  handed  to  Messrs.  G.  Isaacs, 
A.  Abrahams,  C.  Franco,  Neate,  and  Petis ;  and 
the  lady  winners  were  Madiame  Claverie,  Mrs. 
Jacobs,  Miss  M.  Abrahams,  Mrs.  Abrahams,  Mrs. 
Neate,  and  Madame  Petis,  in  order  of  merit. 
During  the  evening  some  excellent  music  was 
discoursed  by  Madame  Charles  Gordon,  Madame 
Clara  Dowle,  Mis|  Daisy  Howard,  Miss  Norman, 
Messrs.  Walter  Norman,  Thos.  Crook,  C.  Stevens, 
and  Henry  French.  After  an  interval  of  fifteen 
minutes,  a  grand  ball  took  place  to  the  sweet  music 
of  Mr.  G.  W.  Harnack's  string  band. 

*  *  *  «  « 

I  regret  that  space  will  not  admit  of  my  giving  a 
fuller  account  of  this  most  pleasant  evening  ;  suffice 
it  to  say  that  the  stewards  deserved  great  praise 
for  the  arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  of  the 
visitors.  The  programme  and  ball  cards  were  works 
of  art,  and  do  great  credit  to  the  printers,  Messrs. 
W.  Mc William  and  Co. 


AccoRDiisro  to  heathen  mythology,  Tantalus  was 
"  the  son  of  Jupiter,  and  king  of  Lydia,  -who 
(according  to  tsome  legends)  was  punished  for 
betraying  the  secrets  of  his  father  by  being  placed 
in  a  ■  lake,  in  the  infernal  regions,  whose  waters 
fled  from  him  when  he  sought  to  quench  hi?  thirst, 
and  amidst  trees  laden  with  fruit,  whose  boughs 
avoided  every  effort  he  made  to  seize  them." 
Why  I  mention  this  is  that  on  Thursday  evening, 
April  20,  I  sat  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen 
at  the  thirtieth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  Angling  Society  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern. 
"Old  Izaak "  is  the  esteemed  president  of  this 
old-established  society,  and  the  "  tantalus  "  which 
was  presented  to  him  during  the  evening  as  a 
surprise  was  tantalisingly  opposite  me.  After 
the  presentation  the  key  was  found  and  the 
tantalus  unlocked. 


'  I  have  only  room  to  say  that  Host  Councillor 
Q.  H.  Shepherd  supplied  a  splendid  repast,  the 
room  was  comfortably  full,  and  the  artistes  worthy 
of  the  encomiums  passed  upon  them.  The  toasts 
were  necessarily  brief,  but  to  the  point.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  responded  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Society," 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  for  the  "Prize  Donors  and 
Visitors,"  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Hobbs,  in  a  neat  speech, 
gave  "  The  Press."  The  close  of  the  evening 
(which  came  all  too  soon)  marked  another  red- 
letter  function  in  the  annals  of  this  prosperous 
society  of  anglers. 

A  SPLENDID  specimen  of  tho  common  trout  was 
captiired  in  the  River  Avon,  near  Leamington, 
weighing  C^lb.,  on  April  24.  The  fish  was  acquired 
l)y  Mr.  H.  H.  Johnson,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  P.  Spieor  for  preservation.  This  is  believed  to 
bo  the  largest  fish  of  this  species  taken  from  these 
waters. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  St.  Albans  Angling 
Society  has  been  arranged  for  Thursday,  May  10, 
when  covers  will  be  lifted  at  eight  o'clock  sharp. 
A  large  muster  is  expected  at  this  always  pleasant 
function.  The  headquarters  are  the  Rising  Sun, 
Princes-road,  Kennington  Cross. 


Next  to  Easter  comes  Whitsun.  As  I  was  not 
able  to  "run  north"  at  Easter,  I  may  be  tempted 
to  pay  a  visit  to  Lochmaben,  N.B.  And  yet  another 
"  N.B." ;  Lochmaben  is  a  charming  place  for  a 
country  holiday.  It  is  situated  in  the  midst  of 
most  beautiful  scenery,  and  is  the  oldest  burgh  in 
Scotland.  Free  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  several 
lochs,  and  also  in  the  Annan  for  about  three  mile^. 
In  addition  to  the  fishing  there  is  hunting,  golfing, 
boating,  tennis  and  bowling,  shooting,  driving  and 
cycling.  Nothing  said  about  "motoring!"  Per- 
haps it's  as  well.  When  the  time  for  shooting 
comas  round  those  who  come  first  get  served  first,  J 
and  a  letter  to  Miss  Rutherford,  Cartrefle,  Loch- 
maben, would  possibly  result  in  some  interesting 
particulars. 

A  FULL  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  on  Wednesday  evening  arrived 
too  late  for  insertion  this  week,  when  Mr.  Walter 
Garstang,  M.A.,  of  the  Marine  Biological  Associa- 
tion, Lowestoft,  gave  an  interesting  and  valuable 
lecture  on  "The  Migration  and  Growth  of  our 
Food  Fishes."  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  of  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  occupied  the  chair.  Diagrams 
illustrative  of  the  various  subjects  dealt  with  were 
thrown  upon  the  screen  by  that  prince  of  experts, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf.  The  season  migration  was 
illustrated  by  charts.  At  its  close  the  lecturer  and 
chairman  received  hearty  votes  of  thanks,  and  it 
was  announced  that  on  Wednesday,  May  9,  Mr. 
W.  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  will  read  a  paper  on 
"  Dogfish  as  Friends  and  Enemies."  Dragnet. 


CHAMOIS  LEATHER. 
RICHARD  WHEATLEY  &  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Manufacturers, 

93,  SPENCER  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM, 

Can  supply  Chamois  Leather,  warranted 
free  from  deleterious  matter ;  every  skin 
marked  as  under : — 


WARRANTED  NON-DELETERIOUS. 
Wholesale  and  Shipping  only. 


FOR  SALE, 

AND 

GRILSE  ROr>, 

By  HARDY  BROTHERS, 

in  splendid  condition,  14  ft.,  steel  centre, 
two  tops,  lock  joints.  Price  £5. — 
Majob  Brookeb,  R.E.,  Brompton  Bar- 
racks, Chatham. 


HAIR  CASTS. 

Hair  Casts,  tapered,  3,  2/0;  half-dozen,  4/-. 
HaekUd  Flics  (Pritt'a)  1/6  per  dozen  ;  50  leiigtlis 
hair,  2/6.— J.  PICK.EBSGILL,  6,  Clark  Terrace, 
Leeds. 


FLOATANE 

For  Dry -Fly  Fishing; 

FLOATANE  GUT  POLISH 

ARE  INDISFENSABLB 
TO  DRY  FLY  FISHERS. 


Post  free  8cl.  each. 


WM.  DODDS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles. 


cfi- XI 390*    X.  XI  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEBSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


13th  TEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFAGTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  TEAR), 
which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

«*Le  Pecheur." 

OfPce :  10,  Rue  del  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris, 
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Anglers'  Association. 
The  twenty-second  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  at  Cripplegate  Insti- 
tute. Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.,  on  Monday, 
April  23,  the  president,  Mr;  Philip  Geen,  presiding. 
The  most  important  business  was  the  auditors' 
reports  in  presenting  the  annual  statement  of 
aocounts  and  the  balance-sheet,  and  the  election 
of  officers  and  conmiittees  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  auditors,  ^Messrs.  E.  Blagrave,  J.  W.  Martin, 
and  J.  O.  Sergeant,  congratulated  the  association 
on  having  a  secretary  who  keeps  the  accounts  and 
books  of  the  association  in  such  an  admirable 
manner,  thus  rendering  the  duties  of  the  auditors 
easy ;  a  ledger  account  against  every  society  is 
kept  separate,  and  a  complete  register  of  the  names 
and  addresses  of  every  member  also  being  kept. 
The  association  continues  to  prosper  in  every  way  ; 
the  membership  has  increased,  its  total  membership 
now  being  4357  ;  the  outstanding  accovmts  compare 
verj'  favourably,  only  £18  being  in  arrears,  as  against 
£25  last  year  ;  rent  of  fisheries  show  an  increase  of 
o\  er  £6,  and  bailiffs'  salaries  an  increase  of  £8 ; 
donations  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Societies  continue  to  be. "the  same,  namely,  £30 
from  the  Association  Fund  direct ;  the  Netting  and 
Restocking  Fund  shows  an  improved  balance,  the 
total  amount  being  £63  10s.,  as  against  £39  last 
year,  this  being  due  to  the  fact  that  no  nettings 
have  been  undertaken  during  the  past  year.  It  is 
a  matter  of  much  regret  that  more  societies  do  not 
contribute  to  this  fund  ;  the  Xorth-East  Brothers 
A.S.  again  heads  the  list  of  donations  with  an 
amount  of  £2  18s.  The  total  balance  of  over  £201 
stands  in  favour  of  the  association — £164  in  cash — 
as  against  £182 — £146  cash — last  year.  The  balance- 
sheet  was  approved  and  passed,  the  auditors  were 
cordially  thanked  for  their  report  and  services. 
The  election  of  officers  and  committees  resulted  in 
the  retiring  officers  being  re-elected  :— Mr.  PhiUp 
Geen,  president ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Becket,  vice-president ; 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Barber,  J.  B.  Close,  and  F.  A.  Gray, 
trustees  ;  Mr.  R.  J.  WeUs,  hon.  treasurer  ;  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  secretary.  General  Committee  elected 
were  Messrs.  C.  Ashmore,  J.  Brewster,  A.  J.  ColUns, 
H.  J.  Cravthome,  J.  J.  Frei,  J.  W.  Harris,  J.  Har- 
wood,  H.'Holt,  A.  C.  Hoodless,  G.  Hunt,  W.  L. 
Kerry,  G.  Manning,  G.  Martin,  H.  Moore,  F.  Newton, 
G.  Norris,  F.  Paternoster,  R.  Pethurst,  F.  PignatelH, 
E  Rowles,  C.  W.  J.  Woods,  E.  Blagrave,  F.  Renn, 
F.  Thorhng.  Netting  and  Restocking  Fund  Com- 
mittee :  Messrs.  Abrahams,  Ashmore,  Frei,  Har- 
wood.  Hunt,  Newton,  Norman,  Pavett,  Renn, 
Rowles,  Sutton,  Powles-West.  Anglers'  Benevo- 
lent Society  Committee  :  Messrs.  Ashmore,  Black, 
Hunt,  Kerry,  Martin,  Moore,  Norman,  Norris, 
Pethurst,  Reity,  Rowles,  Renn,  Woodruff,  Woods, 
and  Messrs.  Frei  and  Manning  if  re-elected  as 
trustees,  and  F.  Newton  if  re-elected  as  steward. 
The  Visiting  Officers,  Messrs.  Ashmore,  Rowles, 
Manning,  Abrahams,  and  Harris,  were  re-elected, 
as  also  was  the  tyler,  Mr.  B.  Abrahams.  A  new 
rule  was  made  to  deal  with  suspended  or  declared 
III' rnbera.  The  yearage  remains  the  same,  namely. 
The  question  of  an  annual  dinner  was  referred 
to  the  General  Committee.  The  roll  call  recorded 
eighty  delegates  representing  forty-eight  societies  ; 
two  new  societies  were  enrolled.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting.  The 
CJeneral  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next 
(.May  7)  at  8.30  p.m.  The  annual  Guide  Book  is 
now  in  the  printer's  hands,  and  will  shortly  be 
ed  down.  Will  secretaries  of  societies  notify 
of  any  change  in  address  of  headquarters,  to 
iiuiVjle  me  to  make  the  necessary  alterations. 
Application  for  sidvertisements  must  reach  me  by 
the  end  of  next  week. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  have  to  acknowledee  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  :—£l  68.  6d.,  Uxbridge  Rovers;  £1  Us., 
Upton  Park  ;  £2  3.s.,  Original  Clerkenwell ;  £5  lis., 
Hoxton  Brothers;  £5  Os.  .5d.,  Good  Intent;  19s., 
Blackfriars;  £3  158.,  West  Ham  Brothers  ;  £1  10s., 
Globe  A.S.  ;  £2  5s.,  North-East  Brothers;  £1  12r., 
Izaak  Walton,  second  opening;  £1  Is.,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  annual  donation ;  and  10s.,  Mrs.  Martin's 
box.  The  applications  at  our  last  meeting  were 
very  heavy,  £3.5Sbeing  voted  in  relief.  The  mem- 
bership cards,  etc.,  will  be  somewhat  late  in  issue 
this  year  as  our  list  of  officers  is  not  yet  complete, 
b\it  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  annual  subscriptions 
snri   register  names.— W.  H.  Barbee,  9,  Hetley- 

"I,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
.Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presiderl  on  April  25.  Two  new 
.members  were  elected.  It  waS  reported  to  the 
meeting  that  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  had 
withdrawn  fronj  P^rliarnent,  at  least,  for  the  present, 
their  proposed  Bill  affecting  the  river  L«a,  and  such 


news  was  received  with  much  satisfaction.  The 
chairman,  who  had  attended  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association, 
held  at^the  Cripplegate  Institute  on  April  23,  stated 
that  he  had  been  elected  on  the  general  committee 
of  that  association  ;  he  also  gave  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  at  that  meeting,  and  was  suitably 
thanked.  A  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  on 
May  1,  Mr. .  Barnes  ably  presiding,  when  several 
important  matters  of  business  were  discussed,  and 
the  meeting  adjourned  till  May  3.  Several  members 
visited  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's  water 
on  April  29,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  results  beyond 
the  capture  of  some  good-sized  perch,  taken  spin- 
ning, which,  of  course,  were  duly  returned.  The 
river  is  very  bright,  and  warm  rain,  with  more 
favourable  weather,  is  badly  wanted.  The  dates  of 
the  annual  general  meeting  and  annual  dinner  will 
be  announced  next  week. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  presided  on  May  1.  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  at  Southend,  had  succeeded  in  taking  a 
score  or  so  of  plaice  and  flounders.  Books  were 
presented  to  the  library  as  follows :  '  Barbel, 
Chub,  and  Pike  Fishing,"  by  the  "  Trent  Otter," 
from  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  and  a  nice  copy  of  the 
"  Compleat  Angler,"  from  Mr.  Bentley — both  donors 
being  cordially  thanked.  There  were  several  appli- 
cations^with  a  view  to  membership,  one  gentleman 
being  nominated,  ballot  May  15.  An  interesting 
and  instructive  discussion  upon  rods,  tackle,  etc., 
was  opened  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  who  illustrated 
the  subject  by  exhibiting  many  rods,  etc.,  demon- 
strating their  suitability  for  various  methods  of 
fishing,  some  fine  rods  being  also  lent  by  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Co.,  of  Queen-street,  W.C.  Many 
gentlemen  took  part  in  the  discussion,  and  at  the 
close  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Parker.  The  outings  to  Leigh  on  May  4  and  15 
were  again  brought  before  members.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  the  discussion  upon 
tackle  (lines,  hooks,  gut,  etc.)  will^be  continued  on 
Tuesday  next.  May  8. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  presided  over  the  usual  committee 
meeting,  and  Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner  conducted  the 
business  of  the  ordinary  meeting  on  May  1.  Next 
Tuesday  (May  8)  there  will  be  exhibited  a  typical 
outfit  for  the  trout  fisherman,  and  a  small  collection 
of  the  chief  flies  which  should  be  found  in  the  fly 
box  of  those  in  search  of  trout.  Anglers  and  friends 
from  other  societies  will  receive  a  cordial  welcome. 
Several  rriembers  have  visited  the  Thames,  but 
though  trout  have  been  hooked  no  specimens  have 
rewarded  their  perseverance.  A  few  good  trout 
have  been  taken  at  Chesham  and  many  put  back, 
but  the  necessary  conditions  for  a  good  rise  of  fly 
have  up  to  the  present  been  wanting,  and  takes 
have  accordingly  ruled  small.  Mr.  W.  Dick  has  had 
some  nice  flatfish  from  Southend,  but  fishing  in 
the  tideway  met  with  little  success. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  May  2,  when  a  most 
interesting  evening  was  spent.  Members  are  saving 
their  efforts  till  the  better  weather  prevails.  Two 
new  members  were  elected  and  a  lot  of  important 
business  was  transacted.  The  arrangements  for  the 
annual  dinner  are  nearly  complete,  and  everything 
points  to  a  most  successful  evening.  Mr.  Dunn 
gave  an  entertaining  exhibition  of  novel  tackle 
manufacture,  and  showed  some  very  old  prints  and 
books  relating  to  the  gentle  art,  for  which  he  was 
heartily  thanked  by  the  members  present.  — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Society,  Cambridge. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held 
on  April  28  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Hotel.  The  pre- 
sident (Mr.  W.  J.  Cornwell)  in  the  chair.  The  secre- 
tary's and  treasurer's  report  was  that  matches  and  a 
bait-casting  tournament  took  place  in  the  society's 
water  at  Earith,  124  members  taking  part.  Prizes 
to  the  value  of  £13  Is.  were  paid  by  the  society 
dtiring  the  season.  The  prizes  for  bait-casting 
tournament  were  kindly  given  by  Mr.  Ellis  Munsey. 
Prizes  were  also  offered  by  Messrs.  Vawser  and 
Whitehead  for  fly  casting,  but  there  were  no  entries. 
The  Ely  Social  Anglers,  which  for  some  few  years 
has  been  affiliated  with  us,  was  at  the  end  of  the 
season  1904-5  mutually  dissolved,  causing  a  loss  to 
this  society  of  30s.  to  35s.  per  year.  I  wish  parti- 
c\ilarly  to  draw  the  attention  of  members  to  the  fact 
that  the  committee  have  spent  within  18s.  4d.  of  the 
income  of  the  society  during  the  past  season.  At  the 
close  of  the  season  1904-5  our  balance  was  £32  38.  9d. 
The  income  during  the  past  year  amounted  to 
£40  lOs.,  and  the  expenses  to  £39  lis.  8d.  This  leaves 
us  with  a  balance  at  the  bank  of  £33  28.  Id.,' which 
I  think  is.  very  satisfactory..  The  report  I  was 
adopted.  The  election  of  oflScers  for  the  ensuingTyear 


was  then  proceeded  with.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  for  the  kind  facilities  they 
had  granted  was  heartily  accorded. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  presided  over  a  good  meeting 
on  Monday  last.  Members  reported  boisterous 
weather  for  trout  fishing  at  the  week  end.  On  the 
Itchen  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C.  Poole  ha<i 
sizeable  trout,  principally  to  the  Iron  Blue  (hackle 
pattern).  The  Grannom  was  still  well  out  on  the 
Lamboum,  and  but  for  the  down-strearn  gale, 
storms  of  hail,  snow,  and  rain,  sport  would  have 
been  better  than  it  was,  as  there  was  a  good  head 
of  water,  and  fish  seemed  inclined  to  take  well. 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  a  brace  of  nice  fish,  besides 
returning  several  under  the  limit.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans 
had  quite  a  number  of  fish,  mostly  under  size.  He, 
however,  killed  two  brace  of  good  ones  on  April  26. 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  took  a  14in.  fish  with  the  Red 
Spinner,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  two  brace  of  nice  fish 
on  the  Governor  and  Red  Spiimer  (hackle),  and 
landed  and  returned  five  brace  imder  size.  On 
private  water  Mr.  C.  Butler  had  good  sport,  getting 
in  three  days  twenty-one  brace  of  fish — best  1  lb. 
8oz. — Hon.  Sec. 


PFovineial  Angliiig  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  was  held 
at  Birmingham  on  April  26,  when  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Kempster  re  the  netting  of  the  river  of  coarse  fish 
was  carried  by  thirteen  votes  to  six  to  give  permis- 
sion for  the  use  of  small-meshed  nets  to  exterminate 
the  coarse  fish  from  the  river.  It  has  been  the  aim 
of  the  Board  for  years  pa.st  to  make  the  water 
contain  only  salmon  and  trout,  but  there  are  so 
many  tributaries  running  into  the  river  and  also 
places  in  the  river  that  it  is  impossible  to  net,  that 
it  will  never  come  to  pass  that  the  coarse  fish  can 
be  entirely  exterminated.  Up  to  the  present  no 
great  number  of  licences  have  been  taken  out  by 
the  rod  fishermen  for  the  Severn  ;  and,  until  it  is 
seen  how  the  resolution  is  taken  advantage  of  by 
the  riparian  owners  and  others,  it  wiU  be  wise  to 
let  the  Board  retain  the  licences  and  give  the  Severn 
a  wide  berth  for  the  time  being.  There  is  room 
enough  for  all  kinds  of  fish  in  the  river,  and,  because 
thee  is  a  scarcity  of  salmon  in  the  upper  portions, 
there  is  no  reason  why  war  should  be  declared 
against  the  coarse  fish  and  the  angler  who  is  willing 
to  pay  for  the  privilege  to  fish  for  them,  providing 
they  receive  the  same  protection  as  the  game  fish. 
On  April  26  we  had  snow  and  rain  for  twelve  hours 
without  ceasing,  and  at  night  a  very  severe  frost, 
which  damaged  the  fruit  crops.  We  have  had  snow 
and  hail  since  with  very  cold  winds.  This  has  done 
much  to  deter  anglers  from  going  out,  and  sport 
has  been  almost  at  a  standstill. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  our  local  waters  are  running  very  low  and 
clear,  and  by  bait-fishing  only  odd  fish  have  been 
picked  up  here  and  there,  the  best  fish  haiUng  from 
the  tidal  portion  of  the  River  Hull.  Most  of  our 
clubs  are  now  in  full  swing  for  the  season,  and 
several  new  ones  have  been  recently  organised  ; 
therefore,  angling  in  Hull  and  district  is  in  a  very- 
brisk  state,  and  to-day  (May  5)  the  Hull  Amalga- 
mation are  sending  two  representatives  to  the 
meeting  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers,  at 
Leeds.  The  Hull  Operative  Painters'  A.C.  open  their 
season  to-day  (May  5)  at  Wawne  Ferry,  on  the 
River  Hull.  On  Monday  evening  last  (April  30) 
the  Hull  Progressive  A.S.  presented  their  prizes 
won  at  the  first  match  of  the  season,  Mr.  W.  Eggott 
securing  the  first  prize,  Messrs.  A.  Mitchell  and 
W.  Park  coming  in  second  and  third ;  and  after- 
wards a  "smoker"  was  held,  and  a  verj'  pleasant 
evening  spent.  The  Oxonian  A.C.  also  open  their 
season  on  May  6,  at  HuU  Bridge. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  very  Uttle  improvement  in  angling 
matters  here,  for  although  the  streams  have  risen 
an  inch  or  two,  this  "  rise  "  has  been  brought  on  by 
the  melting  snow,  hail,  sleet,  and  cold  rain.  I  carmot 
see  that  anything  can  now  redeem  Windermere  from 
being  an  utter  faikire  this  season.  A  few  local  rods 
took  some  good  trout  in  the  streams  last  week, 
amongst  the  best  being : — Mr.  H.  Crossby,  six, 
31b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Millbum,  ele\-en  and  seven ;  Mr.  T. 
Atkinson,  .seven,  4jlb.,  and  three,  2  Jib.  Most  of 
these  fish  were  killed  on  and  about  the  Kent  A.A. 
waters.  Mr.  F.  C.  GraysOn,  fishing  in  Levens  Park, 
on  April  30,  killed  thirteen,  two  of  them  being 
upwards  of  1  lb.  apiece  ;  while  Mr.  F.  B.  PolUtt  had 
eight  lower  down  the  stream.    Mr.  P.^Bateman 
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NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Ardara,  Co,  Doneffal. 

Finest  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in 
North  of  Ireland,  which  includes  up- 
wards of  16  lakes,  with  boats,  and  four 
rivers  free,  with  two  larger  salmon  rivers, 
for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  5s.  per  day 
per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  the  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
makes  it  a  fine  centre  for  visiting  the 
most  interesting  parts,  some  of  which 
lie  in  close  proximity.  Golf  Links  and 
Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards. 
Terms  moderate. — Apply 

 NEIL  McNELIS. 

"  And  here  and  there  a  histy  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Manageniont.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Oraylinsr 
Fishing  on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Tei  ms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week. .-For  the  Tenhury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 

WEST   OF   IRELAND.— Dapping  Sea.on. 

KILBEG  HOTEL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrih.  Every  convenience  ; 
free  fishing:  trout,  pike,  perch  ;  nowasteof  time 
or  car  hire  ;  daily  mail ;  good  men  and  boats. 
Steamer  plying  between  fJalway  and  Cong  eills 
at  landing  stage  (two  minutes'  walk  from  Hotel) 
twice  daily. — Write  for  terms  to  proprietor, 
Thomas  MuhphT,  Kilhet',  Headford,  Co.  Calway. 


Boa<i^d  -  Residence 

IN  PRIVATE  FAUIIj\ 

OSered  to  one  or  two  Gentlemen  for 
Fishing  in  Eiver  Dart  and  Tributaries. 
Close  to  Eiver  and  Moor ;  near  Buokfast- 
leigh.  Terms  moderate.  Address,  Mrs. 
Owen,  Merryfield,  Buokfastleigh,  Devon. 


WANTED. 


SALMON  FLY-DRESSERS. 

Apply  to 

Messrs.  HARDY  BROTHERS, 
ALNWICK. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4^  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing.— Apply,  The  Manager, 
IcKLEFOBD  Fishery,  Hitchin. 


W  A  I*  T  E  I> . 


Three  Rods  to  complete 
a  Fishing:  Club. 

Five  miles  of  the  River  Lune ;  both  Brown 
Trout  and  Salmon.  Also  a  27  acre  Lake 
stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  IJ  to 
3  lbs.  each.  Good  accommodation  on 
premises;  also  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale. — 
Apply,  J.  K.  Robinson,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Corrib,  Oughterard,  Ireland. 

FREE  SALMON _AND  TROUTJISHERY. 

TO  IL.ET, 

for  Month  of  June  or  July, 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE 

Containing  two  sitting  rooms,  three  bedrooms, 
kitchen,  &c.  Usual  out-oftices  and  vegetable 
garden.  Lessee  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
fishing  on  one  of  the  best  mountain  trout  lakes 
in  the  district,  with  boat.  Rent  moderate 
Apply,  LYONS,  Oughterard,  Galway,  Ireland. 


Unotfuallod  for  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Wiiiting,  Maclcerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fisli. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  A.  RowBLii, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth;  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHINC, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


TO  BE  LET.-FURNISHED  LODGE 

With  fishing  of  4  Salmon  and  Ti-out  Lakes,  2 
miles  river,  with  !I00  acres  of  Kxccllent  .Shoot, 
)r  month  of  May  or  Keason.  Close  to  Cori  ib 
for  the  Dapping  Scison. — Apply  W.  Lyons, 
Bdtliu  I.iidgc,  Bunwakill,  R.S.O.,  Galway. 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

BOARD  AND  LODGINGS 

Moderate  charges.  Two  minutes'  walk  to  lake. 
— \VM.  ACHESON,  KocK  View,  Ballincary, 

BOYLK. 


HAIVIPSHIRE 

(In  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 

TO   LET,  FURNISHED, 

By  the  year,  a  sixteenth  century  timbered 
FARM  HOUSE,  with  a  right  of  Fishing  on 
Bransbury  Common.  The  House,  which  has 
just  been  entirely  renovated,  contains  three 
sitting  rooms,  four  bed  rooms,  and  dressing 
room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders.  There  are 
a  two-stall  stable  and  coachman's  house.  An 
acre  of  Meadow  Land  could  be  Let  with  the 
house. — For  particulars  apply  to  CAMPBELL 
Wade,  Solicitor,  4,  St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C.,  or 
B,  F.  Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm, 
Haslemere. 


TO  BOAT  CLUBS,  BOAT  BUILDERS, 
YACHTING  MEN,  AND  OTHERS. 

FOR  SALE  by  Tender,  without  reserve, 

FIVE-TON  STEAM  YACHT, 

length,  ft.,  beam,  7  ft.  3  in.  .Suitable  for  Sea, 
River,  or  Lake.  Has  been  chartered  several 
seasons  for  the  Norfolk  Broads.  Now  berthed 
!>n  the  I'bames  at  Weybridge,  Surrey. 

Messrs.  GILLESPIE,  BROS.  &  CO.,  Char, 
tered  Accountants,  have  received  instructions 
TO  SELL  the  above  by  TENDER,  and  will  be 
pleased  to  supply  Tender  Forms  and  particidars 
on  application.  Charing  Cross  House,  Charing 
Cross  Road,  London,  W.C. 


AH  TED. 

REEL  MAKER, 

Must  be  used  to  best  work. 


OGDEN  SMITHS, 

Fishing  Tachle  Maker,  24,  KNIGHTSBRID6E,  S.  W. 


WAMTED. 

SALMON  FLY  DRESSER 

steady  employment  and  good  wages  to 
first-class  man.  Apply, 

Messrs.  W.  A.  MACLEAY  &  SON, 
Fishing  Tackle  Makers,  INVERNESS, 


FOR  SAI^E. 
RE  A  LBA  RGAINS. 

irst-class  lletail  Fishing  'i'ackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  WORCESTER. 
First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 

and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  EVESHAM. 
First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER. 
For  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  .Tambs 
Aston,  Accountant,  6,  Millsboro  Road,  Redditch. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Within  easy  reach  of  London 


Por  particulars  apply,  "  P.  H.,"  care 
of  Mr.  J.  GiLLETT,  40,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.25  aaoh. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


WANTED  5,000  ANGLERS 

to  send  stamp  for  our  gigantic  Bargain  Cata 
logue.  200  Superior  Greenheart  Trout  Rods 
B/6  each  ;  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rods,  Cork 
grips,  8/6 :  Roach  Rods,  Pike  Rods,  Sea  Rods, 
Walking-stick  Rods,  Cyclists'  Rods,  all  5/6  each. 
Landing  Nets,  Reels,  Baskets,  Flys,  Fly  Books 
Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  endless  variety.  Mention 
this  paper. 

MIDLAND  ROD  COMPANY, 
Sutton  Coldflold,  Birmingham. 


With  more  or  less  frequency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  Chisel, 
or  Screw  Driver,  and  this  outtlt  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  being  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocket 
Book,  4J  X  3i  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carryinp 
in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  for 

mediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office,  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile;  on 
the  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  aroimd  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  firmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  in  a  second. 

Sent  post  free  for  money  order  for  10«.  to  any 
address  in  the  I'nited  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

C.  W.  BURTON,  GRIFFITHS  &  CO. 

Ludgate  Square,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

GRAND 

I 

On  Saturday,  May  5th,  1906, 


At  3  o'clock. 


Doors  open  at  2  o'clock. 


Vocalists—  , 
MADAME  BLANCHE  MARCHESI. 
MADAME  DEWS. 
MR.  CHARLES  SAUNDERS. 

Solo  violin— 
MISCHA  ELM  AN. 

SOLO  Pianoforte— 
MISS  GERTRUDE  PEPPERCORN. 

At  the  Organ  -  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 

The  Queen's  Hall  Orchestra. 

Conductor    ■    Me.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


last  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  I  2  doz,  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  power* 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
OMADH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  F0II07 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diaeaaes  only) 

AMD 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Wo  Medical  Mxaminalion  required. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


Accompanist     -       -    MR.  F.  A.  SEWELL. 

BECHSTEiN  Concert  Grand  Pianoforte 
Prices  of  Admission — Boxes  :  Grand  Tier  (10 
Seats),  2Guinea8  ;  Loggias (8 Seats), 31/6  ;  Second 
Tier  (5  Seats),  1  Guinea.  Reserved  Seats  :  Stalls, 
6s.  ;  Arena,  4s.  ;  Balcony,  3».  ;  Orchestra  (un 
reserved),  2s.  ;  Gallery,  Is. 

Tickets  now  ready.  Apply  Ticket  Office,  Royal 
Albert  Hall,  and  usual  Agents. 


DAPPING  RODS,  HOOKS, 
AND  BLOW  LINES. 

For  Greendrake  Fishing  in  Ireland, 


SPLENDID  STOCK   NOW  READY, 

Write  for  Price  List. 
Sample  Hooks  &  Blow  Linen  forwarded. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

66,  LOWER  SACKVILLE  ST.,  DUBLIN. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

NSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  casualty  Insorahce  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying  ' 
passenger  In  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  | 
on  the  following  conditions :—  ; 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas-  '■ 
senger  in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person  [ 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it  ' 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the  [ 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  loUowing  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  inanrance  is  guaran* 

teed  by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessai-y  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
iNsnRANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  8.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  RICHARD  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Eingsland,  Herefordshlref.  Established 
60  years.   pjtjcB  LISTS  ritEE. 
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creeled  twenty-oiie  in  Hutton  Beck  the  same 
day.  Tlie  Kent,  Bela,  etc..  Fishery  Board  are  holding 
an  inquiry  in  the  Town  Hall,  Kendal,  on  May  9, 
as  to  the  advisability  of  curtailing  the  close  season 
for  salmon  and  sea-trout  for  the  rod  and  Une. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Even  from  the  centres  swarming  with  anglers 
interesting  news  is  scarce.  One  report  says,  "  An 
expert  fly  fisher  lashed  the  stream  right  and  left, 
but  unfortunately  bright  low  water  miUtated  against 
good  sport."  fHad  the  "  lashing"  aught  to  do  with 
it  ?  Tlie  Dee,  at  Trevor  and  Llangollen,  will  not 
stand  ■■  lashing."  Another  report  records  "  101b. 
of  eels  with  the  spear."  Both  reports  come  from  a 
district  where  maggots  are  considered  as  unwhole- 
some bait.  Stocking  matches  are  the  correct  thing 
at  Liverpool  just  now.  Our  county  anglers  will  be 
glad  to  know  an  effort  is  to  be  made  to  protect  the 
AKti,  at  Rossett,  but  may  object  to  the  modtis 
operandi.  The  inhabitants  are  to  fish  free  ;  power 
to  withdraw  any  ticket  without  assigning  a  reason  ; 
no  Sunday  fishing  ;  trout  under  7in.  to  be  returned  ; 
no  taking  of  minnows  for  bait ;  tickets,  annual,  21s., 
quarter  7s.  6<i.,  weekly  28.  6d.,  daily  Is. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anglers  in  this  city  are  generally  depressed  on 
account  of  the  uncertain  weather  ;  about  the  only 
decent  sport  being  obtained  is  by  a  city  rod,  at 
LjTxmouth.  In  numbers  he  gets  plenty,  but  not 
many  large  ones,  although,  writing  on  April  30, 
he  reports  a  better  class  of  trout.  On  April  28  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Consultative  Board  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  was  held  at  the  Crosby 
Hotel.  The  attendance  was  satisfactory,  and  the 
spirit  displayed  admirable,  and  speaks  well  for  the 
future  of  this  new  venture  in  management.  The 
ladies'  evening  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  on  April  30 
was  a  great  success  in  every  way.  The  Ardwiek 
Anglers  are  extending  their  sympathy  to  Mr.  Bryant, 
one  of  their  members  who  has  suffered  a  bereave- 
iiif lit. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

-April,  the  "  fickle  month,"  has  just  left  us,  and 
the  proverbial  showers  were  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  Few,  in  fact,  were  experienced,  and  at  the 
period  of  writing  the  Trent  and  its  tributaries  were 
running  in  extremely  low  and  clear  volume.  Trout- 
ing  has  been  pursued  with  only  very  poor  results. 
Sundry  brace  of  fish  have  been  got  on  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck,  and  in  a  few 
days  fly  fishing  is  expected  to  become  general  on  the 
higher  portions  of  the  rivws.  I  understand  that  the 
executive  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society 
have  decided  to  throw  open  the  entire  fishery  at 
Shardlow  for  punts  or  boats.  Tliere  are  several  on 
the  waters  for  the  use  of  members,  but  portions  of 
the  reach  had  been  reserved.  The  new  departure  is 
sure  to  be  much  appreciated,  for  alongside  the  osier 
beds,  above  the  bridge,  many  of  the  best  swims 
cannot  be  commanded  without  a  punt.  Especially 
is  this  the  case  with  the  "  chubbist,"  and  we  know 
only  too  well  that  the  waters  contain  any  quantity 
of  the  ■■  logger-headed  "  species.  Moreover,  several 
famous  roach  holds  will  also  be  available. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  pa-st  week  has  been  against 
the  angler.  TVie  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  Tlmrsday 
will  put  a  lot  of  snow-water  in  the  rivers. 
Since  Sunday  (April  29)  only  a  fewltrout  have  been 
taken.  To-day  (May  2)  we  have  had  heavy  rain, 
which  will  be  bejieficial  to  the  rivers.  The  ri\'ers 
Terne  and  Severn  are  very  low  for  the  time  of  year 
and  the  water  fine,  yet  hardly  any  flies  are  out,  and 
only  occasionally,  when  the  sim  is  shining,  is  a  rise 
to  be  seen. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  still  very  little  doing,  although  the  pro- 
spect brigJitened  with  the  more  genial  conditions 
that  ushered  in  the  month  of  May.  Welcome  rains 
followed,  which  have  already  had  a  beneficial  effect 
on  the  rivers,  but  the  uncertain  character  of  the 
weather,  which  is  generally  cold,  renders  the  outlook 
uncertain.  Trout  fishers  have  done  little  on  account 
of  the  low  and  clear  streams,  and  are  hoping  for 
improved  conditions,  which  will  give  the  fly  fishers  a 
change. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  unfavourable  for  sport  as 
far  as  salmon  are  concerned.  Sea-angling,  too,  has 
been  backward.  On  April  23,  in  the  King's  Bench 
Division,  Dublin,  an  application  was  made  (iji  a  case 
of  Dickey  and  Kermedy  v.  Kenny  and  Others)  on 
behalf  of  the  complainants,  on  whose  behalf  the 
magistrates  had  stated  a  case,  to  have  the  matter 


sent  back  to  be  reheard  at  Seaforde  Petty  Sessions. 
Complainants,  who  claim  to  be  lessees  of  a  salmon 
fishery  in  the  River  Quorle,  co.  Down,  from  Major 
Forde,  prosecuted  defendants — Thomas  Kenny, 
George  Cleland,  and  WiUiam  Crothers — for  fishing 
with  rod  and  line  on  certain  specified  dates  in  190.5. 
It  appeared  that  the  holder  of  land  on  one  side  of 
the  river,  Thomas  Hughes,  had  given  the  defendants 
written  permission  to  fish  the  river  from  that  side. 
Major  Forde  owned  the  land  on  the  other  side. 
Complainants  were  only  lessees  from  Major  Forde, 
and  when  their  bailiffs  challenged  the  defendants 
for  fishing  on  their  side,  they  crossed  the  river  and 
fished  from  the  other  bank.  At  the  hearing  of  the 
suimnonses  their  solicitor  raised  the  defence  that 
there  could  not  be  a  several  fishery  in  the  half  of  a 
stream.  There  were  four  magistrates,  including  tlie 
I'esident  magistrate.  The  latter  decided  against  the 
contention,  but  the  other  three  magistrates  decided 
to  dismiss  the  siunmons  on  the  point  raised  by 
defendants.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  the  magis- 
trates were  \vrong,  and  they  would  order  the  case 
to  be  sent  back  to  them  with  instructions  to  proceed 
according  to  law.  Costs  would  be  given  against 
defendants. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 
Tliis  week  heavy  rain  fell  all  over  the  province, 
raising  the  rivers  into  spate,  and  giving  promise  of 
the  long-delayed  sport.  Fresh-run  salmon  have 
ascended  the  Bush,  and  sport  may  be  expected  to 
improve,  as  the  earlier  run  salmon  are  getting  a  bit 
stale.  Trouting  is  improving  on  the  free  sections  of 
this  river.  The  long-talked-of  drainage  of  the  Bann 
and  Lough  Neagh  is  within  reasonable  distance  of 
maturing.  A  very  interesting  report  by  Sir  Alexander 
Binnie,  C.E.,  points  to  Portna  as  the  only  feasible 
solution  of  the  matter.  The  lake  and  the  river  drain 
no  fewer  than  2216  square  miles  of  country,  and, 
after  the  heavy  winter  and  spring  floods,  miles  and 
miles  of  farms  are  submerged  owing  to  the  want  of 
outlet  at  Toome  and  elsewhere.  Whilst  the  lowering 
of  the  river  might  do  some  harm  to  the  Lough 
Neagh  fisheries,  it  would  restore  miles  and  miles  of 
angling  water  to  the  Bann. 


iIole5  from  t^e  ^oxt^. 


There  was  a  slight  revival  in  angling  matters 
towards  the  end  of  last  week,  but  the  old  enemy, 
easterly  winds  and  overnight  frosts,  have  again  set 
in,  and  anglers'  hopes  are  again  down  to  zero. 

A  good  few  heavy  fish  are  being  got  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Dee  with  grilse  flies  of  the  small  little 
double  order — the  March  Brown  being  the  favourite. 


The  conditions  are  perfect  for  the  dry-fly  man, 
and  the  Rev.  Hamilton  Young  has  been  making 
grand  baskets  on  the  Deveron  at  Inverichnie,  Banff. 
He  had  one  of  31b.,  and  many  others  of  IJlb. 
and  21b. 


Mr.  Clifford  Morgan  had  an  excellent  week  of  it  on 
the  Don.  On  Tuesday  he  creeled  twenty  brown 
trout,  one,  21b.  ;  on  Wednesday,  ia  the  thick  of  a 
snowstorm,  he  had  fifteen ;  on  Thursday,  thirty, 
averaging  ^Ib.  or  so  ;  and  on  Friday,  one  salmon  of 
1211).,  and  a  heavy  bag  of  trout. 


It  is  seldom  a  Thames  angler  has  such  luck  in  the 
North,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  usually  leave 
behind  them  their  own  excellent  methods  of  making 
a  creel,  and  try  to  adopt  the  theories  and  practice 
of  the  natives  in  a  day.  Mr.  Clifford  Moi-gan,  how- 
ever, can  give  the  mo^t  of  us  points  in  the  way  of 
angling  in  .small,  clear  waters. 


Mr.  Wm.  B.  Meff,  jun.,  Aberdeen,  and  his  friend, 
Mr.  M.  Robb,  had  a  capital  day's  sport  on  the  Don 
Association  waters  on  Saturday — the  one  with  fly 
and  the  other  with  minnow. 


There  were  twenty  salmon  and  five  grilse  in  the 
Aberdeen  Market  on  Tuesday  morning  instead  of 
a  couple  of  hundred  or  so  of  salmon  at  least. 

The  grilse  are  coming  away  in  goodly  numbers 
for  the  advanced  season  of  the  year.  Last  week 
the  total  was  .seventeen  to  the  netsmen,  and  this 
week  the  numbers  will  be  about  double  that.  The 
smolts  are  well  on  the  road  to  the  sea.  • 


Dr.  Tmpey  and  Dr.  Maclean  are  putting  in  a  well- 
earned  holiday  on  the  Don  at  Kintore,  and  last 
week  it  is  reported  that  they  had  five  salmon 
between  them  in  addition  to  lots  of  big  trout. 

Tlie  March  Brown,  Saltoun,  Greenwell's  Glory, 
and  the  Red  Quill  are  the  favourite  lurea  just  now 
on  Nos.  9  and  10  Limerick  bends. 

Special  Scotch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Inquirer. — Can  fish  smell  ?  Great  Scott !  You 
should  be  in  our  office  when  someone  wants  to  know 
what  we  think  his  measly  old  carp  died  of. 

Hold  'Em. — Will  you,  please,  send  your  address  ? 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  7wi  hold  ourselves  respongible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.  \ 

STICKY  LINES. 

Dear  Sib, — Some  few  years  ago  I  purchased  some 
dressed  lines  from  a  well-known  firm,  two  of  which 
became  very  sticky,  and,  of  course,  unsaleable.  I  did 
not  trouble  the  said  firm  with  regard  to  the  sticki- 
ness, but  tried  to  experiment  myself.  I  tried  first  one 
remedy,  then  another,  but  to  no  purpose.  At  last, 
having  a  bottle  of  methylated  ether  in  stock,  I 
soaked  the  lines  in  it,  with  the  result  that  I  got 
all  the  stickiness  from  them,  as  the  enclosed  piece  of 
line  will  show.  I  do  not  know  whether  my  "  tip  " 
will  be  of  any  use  to  you  or  not,  but.  if  you  should 
have  a  sticky  line  at  any  time,  do  not  fail  to  try 
methylated  sulphuric  ether.  I  might  say  it  is  per- 
fectly harmless,  and  if  the  line,  after  cleaning,  is  not 
fit  for  a  fly  line,  it  will  answer  splendidly  for  a 
spinning  line. — Yours  truly,  P.  Houghton. 

St.  Helens. 

P.S. — While  one  of  my  customers  was  fishing  for 
a  live  bait  recently,  in  a  private  water  belonging  to 
Sir  David  Gamble,  Bart.,  using  one  of  Allcock'a 
Champion  hooks,  No.  16,  and  4x  drawn  gut  cast, 
he  hooked  a  trout,  and,  after  twenty  minutes'  play, 
he  succeeded  in  landing  it ;  it  was  a  beauty,  weigh- 
ing 31b.  8oz.,  and  the  length  22 Jin.  The  angler's 
name  was  Mr.  Charles  Houlton,  and  the  bait  maggot. 
This  is  one  of  many  specimen  trout  taken  by  the 
same  gentleman  while  fishing  this  water,  which  is 
one  of  the  finest  sheets  of  water  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  St.  Helens. 

[The  bit  of  line  sent  is  certainly  not  sticky,  but 
most  of  the  dressing  is  out  of  it ;  it  would  do  well  for 
pike  line,  etc.,  as  it  is  strong. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  THE  END  OF  MAY. 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  P.  G.  Austin,  I  beheve 
Mr.  Harvey,  of  Fair  Oak.  near  Eastleigh,  Hants,  haa 
one  or  two  rods  to  let  for  a  short  reach  on  the  Itchen. 
Accommodation  at  Junction  Hotel,  Eastleigh,  or  at 
the  apartments  named  in  L.  &  S.W.R.  List  of 
Lodgings.  Mr.  Chalkley,  The  Square,  Winchester, 
also  has  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  water — 3s.  6d. 
a  day,  r2s.  6d.  a  week. — Yours  truly, 

F.   E.  LONQLEY. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  JUNE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Coiu-tauld's  inquiry 
as  to  trout  fishing  and  golf  in  England  or  Wales, 
I  can  thoroughly  recommend  the  Dolecoed  Hotel, 
Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Brecon.  The  golf  links  belong 
to  the  hotel — very  sporting — and  no  charge  made. 
No  overcrowding  (eighteen  holes).  The  fishing  I 
cannot  vouch  for  personally,  as  it  is  wet  fly,  but  1 
believe  it  to  be  excellent.  The  scenery  is  pretty, 
and  the  living  good  and  charges  reasonable. — Yours 
truly,  H.  C.  Hamman. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  JUNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  will  find  Yelver- 
ton,  Horrabridge,  or  Tavistock,  all  on  Great  Western 
Railway,  good  centres  to  combine  trout  fisliiiig  ■nith 
golf.  There  are  links  at  Yelverton.  and  also  at 
Tavistock.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  the  names 
of  hotels  and  apartments,  if  he  writes  me. — Yours 
truly,  WiLLiAit  He.arder. 

195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth. 


GREEN  DRAKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  DERG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
S.  J.  Hurley,  in  his  notes  on  Killaloe  fishing,  says 
"  the  Green  Drake  fishing  on  Lough  Derg  begins  on 
May  1."  Tliis  is  incorrect.  The  dapping  is  seldom 
worth  trying  before  May  20,  and  in  a  cold  year  like 
this  will  probably  be  considerably  later  than  usual. 
Mount  Shannon  or  Dromineer  are  far  better  centres 
to  dap  from  than  Killaloe — Yours  truly, 

A.  E.  B.annatyne. 


FISHING  IN  SHETLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — In  yom-  issue  of  April  28  "  W.  H.  D." 
mentions  having  fished  in  Shetland  last  year,  and 
I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  he  could  give  me 
any  information  (1)  as  to  the  best  place  to  stay; 
(2)  the  average  size  of  the  sea-trout ;  and  (3) 
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the  best  time  to  go.  I  regret  I  can  give  him  no 
information  re  Iceland. — Yours  truly, 

P.  Scmuzzi. 


IRISH  PRAWNS  AND  JERSEY  ORMERS. 

Deak  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
Frank  Go(3den,  as  to  where  he  can  procure 
prawns,  they  can  be  obtained  in  Coventry-street, 
London,  just  opposite  to  Rupert-street.  I,  however, 
at  the  moment  of  writing,  fail  to  remember  the 
name  of  the  shop.  They  are  on  view  in  the  window, 
and  are  marked  from  Is.  to  2b.  6d.  per  dozen.  They 
are  fine  specimens,  and,  I  believe,  come  direct  from 
Dublin. — Yours  truly,  W.  G.  Weekes. 

AMATEUR  ROD  MAKING. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  many  readers, 
among  whom  I  have  no  doubt  there  will  be  not  a 
few  amateur  rod  makers,  give  me  a  few  hints  as  to 
the  making  of  a  split  cane  rod  ? 

I  have  made  a  good  many  rods  of  both  wood  and 
whole  cane,  but  have  up  till  now  considered  the 
building  of  a  split  cane  rod  rather  beyond  the 
sphere  of  an  amateur,  and  yet  it  would  be  interesting 
to  have  a  try. 

Anything  I  have  read  on  the  subject  points  out 
that  the  reducing  of  the  strips  of  cane  must  be  done 
on  the  inside,  and  that  the  skin  of  the  cane  should 
on  no  account  be  removed,  otherwise  the  strength 
is  lost.  This  certainly  seems  quite  logical,  but  on 
comparing  a  well-finished  cane  rod  with  the  bamboo 
cane  itself  the  question  that  naturally  presents 
itself  is  how  are  knots  (which  appear  on  all  canes) 
removed  if  the  outside  is  not  touched  at  all  ?  Can 
the  material  used  for  cementing  the  strips  together 
be  purchased  anywhere,  or  is  it  a  trade  secret  ? 
Any  information  will  be  much  esteemed  by  yours 
truly.  Grouse  and  Green. 

Falkirk,  April  27. 

[The  best  directions  I  know  by  far  are  those  in 
Wells'  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle."  published  by 
Messrs.  Harper  Brothers,  of  New  York. — Ed.] 

FREE  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — I  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  week 
or  two  ago  an  article  stating  that  there  is  no  free 
fishing  now  in  Scotland.  I  was  surprised  to  see  the 
same,  seeing  that  we  have  over  five  miles  of  the 
River  Tay  entirely  free  for  salmon  and  trout. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Alex.  Nicol. 

Breadalbane  Arras  Hotel, 
Aberfeldy. 


"FREE  ANGLING  WATERS  IN  SCOTLAND." 

Dear  Sir, — While  thanking  Mr.  Lamond,  of  the 
Loch  Lomond  Association,  for  his  courteous  refer- 
ence to  my  article  with  the  above  title,  I  must 
most  emphatically  demur  to  his  so-called  corrections, 
simply  because,  if  he  looks  over  niy  article  again,  he 
will  see  that  there  is  practically  nothing  to  correct. 

I  took  the  title,  "  Free  Angling  Waters  in  Scot- 
land," from  a  paragraph  in  "  Jottings  by  the  Way," 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  14,  which,  on  the 
other  hand,  got  the  cutting  from  the  Aberdeen 
Eepress  ;  and  I  wrote  the  article  with  the  object  of 
correcting  any  misrepresentation  that  might  arise 
from  the  circulation  of  such  letters.  I  tried  to  make 
the  subject,  freed  of  legal  phraseology  and  confusing 
technicalities,  as  plain  to  the  average  reader  as 
possible  ! 

Tlie  statement  "  as  long  as  one  keeps  to  the  bed 
of  the  river,  one  may  kill  a  barrowful  of  trout  "  was 
not  mine,  hut  from  this  same  paragraph  already 
referred  to,  and  my  main  object  was  to  contradict 
or  otherwise  controvert  it. 

So  far  Mr.  Lamond  and  I  are  in  perfect  agreement. 
The  right  of  trout  fishing  is  an  accessory  of  the  land. 
The  right  to  fish  belongs  to  the  proprietor.  Tliis  was 
the  brnden  of  my  song.  It  has  been  the  same  for 
the  past  quarter  of  a  centut-y  now  in  these  columns 
and  elsewhere.  No  one  could  be  more  careful  of 
proprietary  rights  than  I  am  or  have  been.  But 
there  are  many  proprietors  who  do  not  care  a  brass 
farthing  for  their  trout  waters.  There  are  miles  and 
miles  of  angling  waters  as  free  to  the  angler  as  the 
air  of  Heaven,  especially  in  the  north,  and  the 
farther  north  the  better^ — and  there  is  an  increasing 
demand  for  them. 

Now,  a  word  about  the  so-called  "  free  "  waters. 
There  is  not  such  a  thing — admitted  all  round. 
But  why  cavil  at  a  name,  or  have  any  confusing 
discussions  around  it  ?  If  I  know  of  a  stretch  of 
burn  or  river,  and  can  fish  it  without  payment  or 
permission,  it  is  free  to  me.  If  a  proprietor  knows 
that  his  title  is  good  and  wishes  to  assert  it,  the 
public  must  and  ought  to  respect  it ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  public  would  be  a  greater  goose  than 
it  is  if  it  failed  to  take  all  due  advantage  of  neglected 
rights  until  it  is  stopped.  And  certainly  it  wiU  con- 
tinue to  do  80. — Yours  truly,  G.  JL 


CASTING  LIGHT  FLOAT^TACKLE  WITH  A 
NOTTINGHAM  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — Is  it  possible  to  throw  an  ordinary 
light  float  tackle  (say  a  small  float  and  one  small 
shot)  direct  from  a  Nottingham  reel  7  I  saw 
accounts  of  long  throws  made  with  float  tackle  in  an 
account  of  a  fishing  tournament,  and  I  wondered 
how  they  were  made. — Yoiirs  truly, 

Nottingham  Reel. 

[The  lighter  the  weight  the  more  difficulty  there 
is  in  casting  direct  from  the  Nottingham  reel.  Trent 
experts  can  do  wonderful  things  in  this  way,  but 
they  have  a  method  of  starting  the  reel  with  the 
fingers  at  the  moment  of  making  the  cast,  so  that 
great  difficulty  of  starting  the  reel  with  a  light 
bait  is  overcome.  Mr.  Harry  Spray  does  it  to 
perfection — in  fact,  I  would  give  something  to  do 
as  he  does,  it  must  want  a  lot  of    practice. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  SAUER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  any- 
thing about  the  fishing  on  the  Sauer,  near  the 
Franco-German  battlefield  of  Wiirth.  I  have  heard 
that  there  is  good  fishing  there,  but  lack  details. 
What  size  do  the  trout  run  to,  and  what  flies  are 
best  ?  Can  one  obtain  a  licence  at  Worth  ?  Any 
information  will  be  acceptable  to  yours  truly, 

Frank  Hawker. 


BAITS  FOR  EELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  a  few  baits  for  eels  other  than  worms  ? 
I  have  some  fishing  in  waters  containing  a  great 
number  of  eels,  but  cannot  bring  myself  to  fish  for 
them  in  the  usual  style  with  lobworm  threaded 
from  head  to  tail.  How  would  raw  beef,  liver,  or 
animal  offal  do,  and  would  eels  take  a  dead  gudgeon 
in  a  river  with  a  quickish  stream  ? — Yovirs  truly, 

Derby.  Eels. 


FISHING  IN  THE  TYROL  OR  BLACK  FOREST. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  yo»ir  readers 
kindly  inform  me  if  I  should  find  the  best  trout 
fishing  in  the  Tyrol  or  the  Black  Forest,  and  what 
part  of  these  districts  ?  Also  which  is  the  best  time 
to  go  t — and  oblige  yours  truly,  J.  A.  K^JIGhts. 


LOCH  MORAR. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
Oliver  Procter,  regarding  his  chance  of  getting 
salmon  in  Loch  Morar  in  July,  his  chance  is  very 
poor  indeed,  for  though  a  large  number  of  fish  enter 
this  loch,  very  few  are  ever  caught,  but  Ardglass 
Bay  is  where  they  lie  ;  he  has  a  chance  of  some 
large  sea- trout,  say  61b.,  in  the  deep  water,  about 
80ft.  deep,  some  miles  to  the  eastward  of  this  bay, 
off  Glen  Tor.'sgrae.  Large  Caledonians  seemed  very 
good,  and  there  is  also  a  chance  of  a  so-called  Salmo 
ferox.  I  have  only  seen  one  sea-trout  taken  on  the 
fly,  and  I  should  like  to  warn  him  that  many  of  tlie 
trout  in  this  loch  now  suffer  from  worms  in  their 
ovaries,  as  I  had  them  examined  by  medical  men, 
and  are  not  fit  to  eat. — Yours  truly, 

Seon  Mhor. 

P.S.— I  believe  the  river  is  now  let  to  private 
parties,  and  is  not  open  to  the  public. 


SALMON  AND  PEAL  FISHING  IN 
DEVONSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
Ernest  Shand,  I  can  recommend  the  Tavy  ;  the 
record  is  good  annually.  He  can  get  good  wholesome 
accommodation  and  board  at  Buck  Tor  Cottage, 
near  Yelverton  (Great  Western  Railway),  at  Mr. 
Horrells,  the  keeper  ;  and  he  would  be  right  on  the 
river. — Yours  truly,  William  Heabdeb. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

  I 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
"  Wanderer,"  he  will  not  find  any  fishing  worth 
speaking  about  near  Triu"0,  but  at  Lostwithiel  and 
up  the  river  to  Bodmin  he  will  get  some  good  sport  ; 
and  from  Doublebois  up  to  the  moor  the  trout  are 
very  numerous.  He  can  use  any  bait  on  the  Fowey  ; 
and  the  tickets  for  season  for  trout  are  5s.,  or  for 
salmon,  to  include  trout,  15s.  There  are  no  tickets 
for  a  shorter  period. — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  William  Heabdeb. 

Plymouth. 


FISHING  AT  HELFORD. 
Dear  Sib, — F.  Robbins  will  find  Helford  an  ideal 
place  for  a  fisherman's  holiday  ;  it  is  about  six  miles 
from  Falmouth,  and  there  are  apartments  to  be 
had,  and  the  fiBheimea  are  very  obliging.  J.  Down- 


ing, at  Durgan,  a  little  fishing  village  just  opposite, 
is  a  very  good  man,  and  knows  all  the  best  spots. 
They  use  the  india-rubber  sand-eel  and  "  Chal- 
lenger "  bait,  as  they  find  it  better  than  the  natural. 
I  am  just  sending  some  down  there  now.  The  hasa 
can  be  caught  at  times,  but  later  in  the  year,  the 
latter  part  of  August  or  beginning  of  September,  is 
the  best  time  for  them.  I  can  give  any  further 
information,  as  I  vised  to  go  there  annually  for 
fishing. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Carlisle  Journal." 

SiR,-^It  is  never  very  satisfactory  to  reply  to 
anonymous  correspondents,  but  there  are  some  such 
gross  inaccuracies  in  a  letter  signed  "  A  Loach  "  in 
your  issue  of  Tuesday,  April  24,  that  I  must  ask 
your  kind  permission  to  correct  them. 

Your  correspondent  complains  that  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board  "  have  granted  a  low-priced  licence 
of  one  guinea  for  the  netting  of  trout  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  river."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  licence 
duty  is  208.,  and  is  the  highest  that  is  allowed  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Again,  he  says,  "  They  remove  trcut  by  net  (for 
hatchery  purposes  and  subsequent  sale)  from  Car- 
lisle waters."  This  is  absolutely  false.  Not  a  single 
trout  has  been  taken  for  this  purpose  from  Carlisle 
waters.  The  majority  of  the  ova  hatched  out  are 
>)()ught  from  other  hatcheries,  where  they  keep  stock 
fish,  and  there  are  at  present  a  lot  of  trout  fry  in  the 
hatchery  which  were  hatched  from  special  ova, 
taken  from  large  trout,  and  which  it  is  intended  to 
turn  into  the  Eden  as  yearlings,  by  way  of  improving 
the  breed. 

I  will  not  reply  to  the  charges  of  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  hard-working  bailiffs.  Not  a  season  passes 
without  someone  writing  in  this  strain  to  the  news- 
papers on  behalf  of  the  CarUsle  anglers.  But  the 
charges  are  always  vague  and  indefinite,  and,  as  a 
r\ile,  as  devoid  of  truth  as  the  definite  statements 
which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  contradict. — 
Yours,  etc.,  J.  Bedwell  Slater, 

Clerk  to  Eden  Fishery  Board. 

Carlisle,  April  25,  1906. 


WELL-MENDED  KELTS  AND  CLEAN  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers- 
inform  me  whether  there  are  any  undoubted  means 
of  distinguishing  between  a  well-mended  kolt  and  a 
fish  that  has  been  some  Uttle  time  in  fresh  water  7 
I  have  been  told  that  the  only  certain  proof  is  the 
condition  of  the  vent,  which  if  lax  and  protrusive 
marks  the  kelt.   Is  such  a  fact  T — Yours  truly, 

W.  A. 

[The  vent  is  imdoubtedly  the  chief  index,  but  I. 
have  known  men  who  have  lived  and  fished  all  their 
lives  on  a  salmon  river  kill  a  well-mended  kelt  in 
mistake  for  a  clean  fish.  The  kelt  is  leaner  and  longer 
for  its  weight  than  a  clean  fish  ;  the  head  always 
looks  bigger  than  it  should  be,  because  the  body  is 
not  properly  filled  out.  I  have  seen  clean  fish  which 
did  not  look  in  such  good  condition  as  a  well 
mended,  bright  kelt. — Ed.] 


WANTED  IN  CORNWALL  OR  DEVON. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  of  a  small  furnished 
house  on  or  near  the  coast  of  Cornwall  or  Devon, 
which  I  could  take  for  the  month  of  August. 
Should  there  be  river  or  lake  fishing  near,  so  much 
the  better. — Yours  truly.  Crater. 

[I  tliink  the  Great  Western  Railway  publish  a 
list  of  such  places. — Ed.] 


RECIPE  FOR  PRESERVING  GUT. 
Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  this  I  explained 
that  the  recipe  was  not  my  own,  and  have  since 
explained  to  some  inquirers.  It  belongs  to  a  man, 
an  old  man,  a  gentleman  in  very  poor  circum- 
stances, whom  I  am  anxious  to  do  a  little  for,  and  I 
was  thinking  that  if  it  were  mentioned  in  Fishing 
Gazette  that  the  recipe  would  be  sent  on  receipt  of 
postal  order  for,  say,  one  shilUng  and  stamped 
addressed  envelope,  that  it  might  then  be  worth 
while  getting  recipe  printed,  which  would  be  only 
trifling  cost,  and  would  not  entail  any  trouble  on 
me,  and  might  bring  £5  or  £10  to  one  in  great 
need.  If,  however,  you  care  to  do  so,  you  can 
mention  the  matter  on  an  early  date,  as  I  hope  soon 
to  be  off  again — by  end  of  June  at  latest — and  say 
that  if  over  one  hundred  apply,  and  send  the  shilling 
and  stamped  envelope  to  Dan  Hogarth,  Tlie  Old 
Studio,  Keswick,  I  will  get  the  matter  printed  and 
despatched.  If  there  are  not  enough  applicants,  the 
money-orders  will  be  returned  as  received. — Yours 
truly.  Seventy. 

.  (Several  letters  are  uruwoidably  Jield  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Norway  Salmon  Fishing^. 

Mr.  Stukdy  sends  me  tlie  following  note,  which 
I  am  glad  to  receive  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Mak.sto.v, — The  notice  you  were  good 
enough  to  give  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  my  free- 
hold water  in  Norway  was  for  sale,  promptly 
brought  me  more  applications  than  I  found  it  easy 
to  deal  with.  One  of  these,  however,  though  it 
came  a  trifle  late,  was  of  a  nature  to  save  me  much 
other  correspondence,  for  the  Avriter  had  the  wit 
and  the  frankness  to  state  at  once  that  he  must 
have  water  easy  of  access  to  England,  which  was 
just  what  mine  had.  With  such  an  applicant  an 
agreement  was  easily  arrived  at,  and  the  sale  has 
hesn  completed. 

■■  I  am  not  quite  done  with  Voselven,  having  for 
three  years  more  the  short  stretch  of  lower  water, 
to  which  I  have  confined  my.self  the  last  four  years, 
and  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fish  one  more 
season.  It  is  easy  to  fish,  and  a  boat  brings  one 
close  to  home,  otherwise  it  is  none  too  suitable  for 
an  aged  couple,  as  the  fish  run  through  it  '  like 
shot  out  of  a  fire  shovel,'  and  I  doubt  if  anything 
approaching  one  half  of  the  run  ever  sees  our  lures. 
Fish  with  the  sea  lice  still  clinging  to  them  are 
frequently  caught  ten  miles  higher  up  the  river, 
and  I  should  need  to  be  out  double  the  hours  I  am 
to  take  a  decent  toll  while  they  run  through  my 
couple  of  miles. — Yours  gratefully  and  sincerely, 
"  Edward  Sturdy." 

Threatened  Ruin  of  the  Test  and  Itchen  Trout 
Fisheries. 

Owners  of  trout  fisheries  on  the  Test  and  Itchen, 
and  all  that  larg*;  hody  of  fly-fishers  who  fish  those 
finest  of  trout  waters,  ought  to  Ije  up  in  arms  to 
fight  against  the  threatened  destruction  of  those 
streams  as  trout  wat(!rs  by  their  conversion  into 
poor  salmon  rivers.  The  Avon  and  Htour  Fishery 
Board,  finding  that  those  rivers  have  gone  from  bad 
to  worse  as  salmon  producers,  and  that  presently 
their  occupation  will  lje  gone,  as  there  will  be  no 
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salmon  to  conserve,  have  suddenly  cast  longing  eyes 
on  the  Test  and  Itchen,  which,  except  in  the  almost 
tidal  portions,  have  never  been  salmon  rivers.  They 
want  to  open  up  those  rivers,  so  that  salmon  may 
spawn  in  the  higher  reaches,  and  fill  the  river  with 
samlets,  which  will  all  the  year  round  be  destroying 
all  the  natural  water-fiies,  larva;,  snails,  etc.,  which 
now  form  the  food  of  the  trout,  and  of  which 
supply  they  have  none  too  much.  These  samlets 
would  starve  the  trout,  and  eventuUy  exterminate 
the  May  Fly  and  other  flies,  and  then  get  starved 
themselves. 

For  generations  the  trout  fisheries  of  the  Test 
and  Itchen  have  been  most  carefully  looked  after ; 
pike  and  other  coarse  fish  have  been  destroyed  at 
great  expense,  and  now  the  Avon  and  Stour  Board, 
having  got  their  own  rivers  so  stuffed  with  pike, 
perch,  and  chub  that  the  salmon  fry  are  eaten  as 
soon  as  hatched,  want  to  let  their  salmon  have  the 
run  of  their  neighbour's  rivers,  in  which  the  pike 
and  other  voracious  fish  have  been  almost  exter- 
minated. Why  do  they  not  give  their  own  rivers  a 
chance  before  spoiling  other  people's! 

Next  week  I  hope  to  refer  to  the  evidence  which 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.^C.  E.  Fryer,  of  the  Fisheries 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Early  English  Reference  to  Sea  Fishing  ■with 
the  Rod. 

4  May,  1906. 
Dear  Marston, — Many  thanks  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken  to  find  the  quotation  from  The 
Gentleman  Angler  which  refers  to  sea-fishing  with 
the  rod.  Curiously  enough  the  author  confines  his 
description  to  "  Rock  fishing,"  i.e.,  fishing  from 
the  shore,  and  apparently  knows  nothing  about  the 
advantages  of  using  a  rod  in  Boat-fishing. — Yours 
sincerely,  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

When  I  get  a  spare  half  hour  in  my  library  I 
will  try  to  find  some  other  early  reference  to  sea- 
fishing  with  rod. 

Messrs.  Farlow's  Additional  Premises  in  the 
West  End. 

I  am  informed  that  Messrs.  C.  Farlow  and  Co., 
of  191,  Strand,  the  long-established  and  well- 
known  fishing-rod  and  tackle  manufacturers,  have 
taken  additional  premises  at  No.  10,  Charles-street, 
St.  James's-square,  for  the  sale  of  their  capital  rods 
and  tackle.  This  has  been  done,  they  tell  me, 
chiefly  to  suit  the  convenience  of  their  numerous 
customers  residing  in  the  West  End  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood. There  is  no  occasion  for  me  to  comment 
on  the  efficiency  the  house  of  Farlow  has  attained  in 
the  art  of  rod-making  and  their  ability  to  grapple 
•with  the  most  exacting  orders  for  tackle  they  may 
receive,  which  has  only  been  gained  by  many  years 
of  practice  and  experience.  The  new  premises  are  in 
charge  of  a  thoroughly  experienced  assistant,  and  will 
be  under  the  same  management  which  has  hitherto 
proved  so  successful,  and  I  believe  that,  with  the 
superiority  of  the  articles  which  Messrs.  Farlow  are 
able  to  supply  to  their  customers,  they  will  still 
enjoy  the  well-deserved  reputation  as  being  really 
first-class  fishing-tackle  manufacturers.  I  sincerely 
wish  them  continued  success,  and  have  no  doubt 
many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  find  the 
new  premises  very  convenient.  They  are  close  to 
the  Hotel  Continental,  and  only  two  minutes  from 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

A  Note  from  Windermere. 

A  correspondent  at  Southport  writes  :  — 
"  Very  many  thanks  for  your  reply.  I  enclose 
you  letter,  which  I  received  on  May  3,  which  goes 
to  prove,  I  think,  that  Windermere  Lake  is  con- 
siderably improving  as  a  trout-fishing  centre.  If 
you  like  to  make  any  extract  from  same  you  are  at 
liberty  to  do  so,  but  I  should  prefer  that  you  keep 
my  friend's  name  and  address  out  of  the  paper. 
Considering  the  whole  of  the  fishing  he  does  is  on 
Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  weather  so  far  this 
year,  I  think  he  has  done  exceedingly  well." 

Here  is  the  letter  :  — 

"  I  have  had  some  of  the  best  fishing  on  Winder- 
mere the  last  two  week-ends  that  I  ever  had. 


How  TO  tie  Trodt  and  Graylinq  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. 
By  H.  Q.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  tubieot."—Fi»hing  Qaiett*. 
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altlu)ugh  the  weather  was  unfavourable  on  both 
occasions.  On  Saturday,  April  21,  I  could  not  get 
out  until  four  o'clock,  it  was  that  rough.  Caught 
four  trout,  one  lib.,  two  |lb.  each,  and  one  ^Ib. 
Did  not  stay  late  ;  very  cold.  Went  out  early  on 
Sunday  morning  ;  tried  fly,  could  not  stir  a  fish. 
Started  trolling;  by  8.U0  had  two  fish,  lib.  each. 
Fished  on  until  four  o'clock  before  T  got  another  in 
Cunsey  Bay  ;  good  fish,  2[lb.  Had  a^pike  on  the 
other  rod  same  time  of  2\b.  weight.  Got  another 
pike  shortly  after.  Went  across  to  Storrs  Bay, 
was  just  coming  past  pier  when  I  had  a  fish  on  each 
rod  again.  Got  one  trout  of  1  lb.,  and  lost  the  other  ; 
don't  know  whether  trout  or  pike.  Then  got 
another  going  down  home  of  |lb.  Very  rough 
sometimes  and  dreadfully  cold. 

"  April  28  (Saturday). — Went  out  seven  o'clock. 
Fished  hard  all  day.  Got  ten  trout,  101b.  weight. 
Fished  in  back  of  Ferry  and  Belle  Isle.  Snow 
showers  on  all  day  laid  the  ground  white  by  dinner 
time.  Had  to  land  at  Ferry,  that  rough.  Very 
lucky  in  not  losing  many  fish.  Best  day  for  fish 
and  the  worst  weather  that  I  ever  was  on.  Did  not 
see  another  boat  but  mine  fishing. 

"  Sunday. — Went  across  to  Graythwaite.  Got 
two  trout  first  thing  of  1  lb.  each.  Did  not  get 
another  until  four  o'clock,  then  one  l|-lb.  Then 
went  home  tired.  Hail,  snow,  rain,  and  sunshine 
(sometimes).  Very  cold  north  wind  in  afternoon, 
hills  covered  with  snow  as  white  as  ever  they  were 
in  winter.  I  have  not  heard  of  many  fish  being 
killed.  It  was  the  Angling  Association  fishing 
match  on  April  21.  The  best  boat  was  under  21b., 
so  they  had  a  poor  day. 

"  Now,  I  must  tell  you  which  I  have  found  the 
best  spinners.  Well,  I  must  say,  without  hesitation, 
that  the  smallest  of  the  two  'Hardy's'  is  the  best. 
I  have  killed  a  lot  of  fish  on  it.  I  told  you  that 
I  put  fresh  hooks  on  it,  as  they  were  rather  small. 
I  have  taken  the  bulk  of  my  fish  on  it.  I  have 
done  it  up  twice  now.  It  is  quite  equal  to  the  one 
I  lost  last  season.  I  should  not  like  to  lose  it. 
I  have  had  a  fish  or  two  on  the  other  '  Hardy,'  also 
one  or  two  on  that  big  spinner  you  sent  me  from 
Ramsbottom's  ;  but  the  little  one  is  the  best  of  all. 
It  is  a  very  neat  thing.  Now  I  must  tell  you  the 
total  weight  of  fish.  I  have  caught,  without  exagger- 
ation, as  I  weighed  all,  thirty-five  trout,  34|lb.,  and 
three  pike,  Sib.  It  is  a  very  good  average,  I  think, 
one  that  will  want  beating.  I  have  had  more  fish 
now  than  I  had  all  last  year.  Sorry  to  hear  you 
will  be  unable  to  come  as  soon  as  you  expected, 
although  fishing  on  lake  should  be  good  end  of  May." 


The  Usk. 

"  Coch-y-Bondhu,"  writing  in  the  South  Wales 
Daily  News  of  April  28,  says  :— 

"  The  Usk  at  Usk  remains  extremely  low,  and 
the  outlook  for  the  salmon  angler  for  the  month  of 
May,  which  is  usually  considered  the  best  on  the 
Usk,  is  very  serious.  The  weather  is  still  cold, 
and  snow  was  discernible  upon  the  Abergavenny 
mountains  on  Wednesday  morning.  Until  there  is 
a  decided  change  and  a  good  downpour  of  rain  to 
raise  the  river  there  is  little  chance  of  anything 
approaching  good  sport.  On  Wednesday,  April 
18,  Mr.  H.  Humphreys  killed  a  salmon,  231b.,  in 
Pencarrig,  and  on  Thursday,  April  19,  ]Mr.  Mor- 
daunt  landed  one  of  21  lb.  in  the  Lower  Crows. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards,  of  the  Priory,  Usk,  killed  five 
salmon  on  the  Wye  last  week,  three  of  which 
weighed  28lb.,  24lb.,  and  21  lb." 

What  a  pity  it  is  the  taking  of  water  from  the 
Usk  was  ever  permitted.  I  hope  London  will  never 
be  allowed  to  rob  Wales  of  its  water. 


Blagdon  Lake— A  Correction. 

My  attention  is  called  to  what  is  evidently  an 
error  in  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White's  note  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  5,  p.  316,  where  it  is  stated  that 
"  so  far  the  best  sport  from  the  bank  was  on  the 
opening  day,  when  thirty-four  rods  took  fourteen 
fish,  the  best  being  6Jlb.  All  the  remaining  bank 
rods  had  blanks  !  "  If  this  statement  were  correct, 
it  would  imply  that  the  manager  had  broken  faith 
with  those  who  had  taken  permits  for  that  day,  as 
by  the  rules  the  number  of  rods  for  one  day  is 
limited  to  four  in  the  boats  and  eight  on  the  banks, 
twelve  in  all,  and  I  am  informed  that  twelve  was  the 
actual  number  on  the  lake,  and  the  number  of  fish 
taken,  including  some  put  back  as  under  size,  was 
twenty-four.  Personally,  I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
mistake  was  made.  On  referring  to  Mr.  White's 
manuscript,  I  find  that  although  the  printer  was 
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quite  justified  in  taking  the  number  as  34,  Mr. 
ViTiite  evidently  intended  to  cross  out  the  3,  but 
his  attempt  left  the  figure  still  a  3,  and  so  the 
mistake  arose. 

Flies  for  Blagdon  Lake. 

Mr.  "  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  make^  a  special  "  golden  "  edition  of 
his  very  killing  "  Invicta  "  fly  for  Blagdon.  Miss  E. 
Ellis,  of  6,  Danby-terrace,  Exmouth,  sends  me 
some  Al  Blagdon  patterns  given  to  her  by  cus- 
tomers who  fish  there,  and  including  Captain 
Wemyss's  capital  invention,  the  Mackie,  the 
Alexandra  (this  is  the  best  dressing  of  the  Alexandra 
I  have  seen  for  years),  Silver  Doctor,  Wilkinson, 
Silver  Grey,  Golden  Palmer,  March  Brown,  and 
Blue  and  Grey.  Miss  Ellis  makes  also  excellent 
small  trout  flies  for  dry  and  wet  fly  fishing.  I  have 
always  found  her  flies  wear  well  as  well  as  kill  well. 

May  Flies  from  the  Compleat  Angler  Co. 

The  Compleat  Angler  Co.,  of  30  and  32,  Wor- 
cester-street, Birmingham,  send  me  samples  of 
their  Green  and  Grey  Drakes  dressed  on  well- 
tempered  sneck-bend  eyed  hooks.  I  am  sure  they 
would  kill  well — as  I  have  said  elsewhere  I  prefer 
the  undipped  wings,  but  am  doubtless  in  a  large 
minority  in  so  doing,  judging  from  the  great 
quantity  of  May  Flies  made  with  the  clipped  wing. 
They  also  send  a  fly  with  very  cleverly  made  silk 
wings.  I  should  think  it  would  kill  well  if  it  will 
float,  and  that  it  would  do  so  if  paraffined. 


May  Flies  from  Leominster. 

The  first  hatch  of  artificial  May  Flies  which  I 
have  seen  this  year  comes  from  Miss  E.  Blomer, 
West-street,  Leominster.  They  comprise  a  variety 
of  winged  and  hackled  patterns.  The  hackled  flies, 
well  christened  "  Ragged  Robins  "  by  the  "  Amateur 
Angler,"  are  what  are  found  most  deadly  on  the 
Lugg,  Arrow,  Teme,  Clun,  etc. ;  in  these  the  lough 
mallard  or  summer  duck  hackle  is  put  on  <at  the 
shoulder,  making  the  fly  look  like  Biela's  comet, 
the  hook  is  quite  hidden.  Mr.  Gosling  and  Mr. 
Nott,  well-known  Herefordshire  anglers,  do  great 
execution  with  these  ragged  patterns  with  light 
yellow  rough  wool  body,  and  a  bit  of  dark  bronze 
peacock  herl  turned  round  body  once  or  twice  near 
end  to  represent  those  dark-brown  markings  seen 
on  the  natural  fly — that  is,  where  it  has  a  yelloAv 
body.  I  have  seen  natural  May  Flies  from  a 
slaty  marl  bottom  with  ;bodies  a  dirty  slate  colour. 
Miss  Blomer's  father  uses  a  hackled  May  Fly  with 
straw  body,  and  says  he  can  kill  more  with  it 
than  with  any  other  fly.  Of  winged  patterns,  such 
as  are  used  mainly  in  the  south  of  England,  Miss 
Blomer  makes  excellent  patterns  ;  it  is  well  worth 
sending  half  a  crown  to  her  for  some  samples.  For 
winged  pattern  of  May  Fly,  I  think  I  like  the  old 
Rouen  duck  breast  feather  for  wing  as  well  as  any. 
I  do  not  like  any  with  clipped  wings — -if  you  use 
fine  gut  they  spin  more  or  less  in  the  air  and  twist 
it  up  at  times,  whereas  the  soft  perfect  feather  tips 
simply  cling  to  the  hook  when  pulled  through  the 
air  and  spread  out  when  the  fly  drops.  Mr.  James 
Ogden's  patterns  travel  about  !  Among  these 
I  notice  his  Marquis,  also  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith's 
"  G.O.M."  patterns. 

Materials  for  Fly  Making. 

Amateur  fly  dressers,  who  have  not  yet  had 
Mr.  J.  E.  Miller's  price  list  of  materials  for  fly 
dressing,  should  take  my  advice  and  -wTite  to  him 
for  it.  As  showing  how  rare  the  Dotterel  i  getting, 
10s.  is  asked  for  a  skin,  and  that  is  cheap.  I  am 
sure  that  anglers  ought  to  give  up  using  Dotterel 
feathers.  We  do  not  want  to  aid  in  exterminating 
any  of  our  British  wild  birds.  The  Dotterel  and 
Yellow  (body)  was  the  most  killing  fly  on  the 
Derwent  when  I  fished  it  first,  and  the  bird  was 
not  very  scarce  then. 

Carlisle  Anglers  and  the  Eden. 

From  correspondence  which  has  been  published 
in  the  Carlisle  Journal,  I  am  sorry  to  see  that 
members  of  the  Carlisle  Eden  Angling  Association 
do  not  consider  that  they  are  living  in  a  paradise. 
It  is  the  old  complaint  of  trout  anglers  who  have 
to  pay  for  licences  to  support  the  ^Imon  side  of 
the  fishery  and  get  little  or  nothing  in  return.  1 
do  not  care  to  quote  from  anonymous  attacks,  but 
certainly  "  Loach  "  .seems  to  have  some  grounds 
for  his  strong  complaints. 


The  following  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Carlisle 
Journal,  which  was  published  on  May  4,  appears 
to  sum  up  the  present  position  : — 

"jSiR, — It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  read  in  your  last 
Tuesday's  Journal  a  letter  from  the  pen  of  '  A 
Loach  '  re  Carlisle  anglers  and  the  Fishery  Board. 
In  that  letter  he  speaks  of  the  great  amount  of 
patience  which  anglers  have.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  their  patiences  for  the  last  few  years  have 
been  great,  but  there  is  a  limit  to  human  endurance, 
and  I  believe  that  limit  is  nearly  reached.  If  some 
of  these  gentlemen  on  the  Conservancy  Board  and 
our  good  Bishop  and  the  Dean  and  Chapter  could 
be  behind  the  scenes  when  some  of  these  old  anglers 
meet,  I  feel  sure  that  they  would  begin  to  think  a 
revolution  was  brewing.  What  with  the  closing  of 
waters  against  them  these  last  few  years,  by  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  and  other  private  gentlemen,  and 
the  displenishing  of  what  little  water  they  have  left 
by  poachers  and  others,  it  is  becoming  unbearable, 
and  something  will  have  to  be  done.  I  hope  these 
letters  may  catch  the  eye  of  some  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  that  something  will  be  done  to  remove 
these  grievances — Yours,  etc.        "  S.  Moore." 

Mr.  Ogden's  Fifty-Year-OId  Gut. 

Mr.  James  Ogden^kindly  sends  me  a  few  strands 
of  the  gut  I  referred  to  last  week  as  having  been 
supplied  by  his  firm  over  fifty  years  ago  (in  1853). 
It  is  about  May  Fly  east  size,  undyed,  and  apparently 
quite  unbleached.  It  is  wonderfully  strong  ;  in 
fact,  I  have  never  had  new  gut  of  the  same  size 
a  bit  stronger.  This  proves  to  me  that  unbleached 
gut  kept  properly  will  keep  good  almost  any  time. 

Books  on  Fishing  and  Other  Sport. 

The  best  general  catalogue  I  know  is  Mudie's 
catalogue,  with  analytical  index  and  arrangement 
under  subjects  and  authors.  I  have  given  a  copy 
to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  can  recommend  it  to 
all  who  want  a  good  general  catalogue  of  the  best 
books  in  all  branches  of  literature — that  is,  that  are 
in  print.  Many  of  them  are  to  be  had  at  con- 
siderably reduced  prices  at  Mudie's. 

New  Undressed  Silk  Lines  and  a  Powerful 
New  Sea  Rod. 

Messrs.  Gamage,  Ltd.,  of  12.5  to  129,  Holborn, 
send  me  from  their  Fishing  Tackle  Department 
some  of  the  best  and  strongest  undressed  silk  lines 
I  have  ever  seen.  In  the  note  about  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's record  take  of  six  fresh-run  salmon  in  one 
day  at  Ringwood,  fish  up  to  361b.,  I  mentioned  that 
Mr.  Campbell  told  me  he  caught  his  fish  on  lines 
supplied  by  Messrs.  Gamage,  including  his  401b. 
Tay  fish  on  their  No.  3,  which  is  the  finest  they 
make.  No  line  could  want  a  better  testimonial. 
Messrs.  Gamage  claim  that  the  breaking  strain  of 
this  No.  3  (no  thicker  than  a  medium  horsehair) 
is  61b.  I  should  like  to  know  how  they  test  it — will 
it  lift  a  61b.  dead  weight  1ft.  without  breaking  ? 
I  consider  that  is  the  fairest  test.  Those  who  are 
interested  in  this  lifting  power  of  lines  question 
should  send  to  Messrs.  Gamage  for  their  specimen 
card  of  pure  undressed  silk  lines  with  the  breaking 
strain  claimed  for  each  and  the  price  per  100  yards 
(which  is  very  reasonable  indeed).  Messrs.  Gamage 
have  just  brought  out,  partly  as  a  result  of  recent 
articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  new  and  very 
powerful  sea  rod.  Mr.  Coombe,  the  manager  of 
their  sea-fishing  department,  claims  for  it  that 
"  having  the  butt  made  of  Tonkin  cane  enables  us 
to  combine  lightness  with  strength,  and  permits  the 
use  of  a  good  large  reel  without  upsetting  the  balance. " 
I  am  afraid  I  should  not  call  the  "  Ballycotton  " 
sea  rod  light,  but  for  those  anglers  who  want  to 
cast  out  and  wind  in  a  heavy  sea  lead,  I  should 
think  it  would  be  first-rate  ;  it  has  two  tops,  one 
with  pulley  and  one  with  porcelain  top  ring.  He 
informs  me  that  they  will  bring  out  immediately  a  new 
sea-green  patent  plaited  silk  line  with  the  registered 
name  of  "  Fisholder."  I  like  the  look  of  the 
sample  sent  to  me  very  much  ;  it  will  be  in  four 
thicknesses,  and  in  brown  s^s  well  as  in  sea-green 
colour. 

Capital  "  Slip-Preventing "  Nails  for  Boots. 

For  sixpence  in  stamps,  Messrs  Frewin,  of  46, 
Denmark-hill,  London,  S.E.,  will  send  a  box  of 
their  special  nails  for  anglers'  boots  and  brogues, 
same  as  they  have  supplied  for  some  time  to  their 
customers  who  do  alpine  climbing.  I  tried  them 
this  spring  on  rocks,  often  with  ice  on  them,  also 


on  sloping  banks  covered  with  dry  grass,  and  I 
found  they  answered  admirably.  They  are,  I 
believe,  of  wrought  iron,  and  of  such  a  shape  as  to 
hold  in  the  leather  of  the  sole  and  heel  well.  With 
the  nails  the  bootmakers  send  the  following  note  : — 
"  Boots  used  for  shooting,  fishing,  or  country 
wear  should  have  stout  soles  enough  to  take  the.sc 
special  nails,  and  be  not  less  than  Jin.  thick,  then 
the  points  will  not  be  felt  through  the  inner  sole. 
This  should  be  carefully  observed  with  regard  to 
waders,  otherwise  the  rubber  lining  will  be  ruined." 

For  waders  with  leather  soles  extra  care  is  neces- 
sary to  see  the  sole  is  amply  thick  enough,  as  when 
sodden  with  water  the  nails  get  pressed  through 
more  than  in  the  case  of  walking  boots.  As  these 
nails  are  purposely  not  too  sharp,  the  best  way  to 
put  them  in  is  to  make  a  slight  hole,  say,  ^in., 
with  small  bradawl,  just  to  insert  the  point  of  the 
nail  before  hammering.  These  nails  give  one  a 
feeling  of  confidence  which  is  entirely  absent  if  one's 
boots  or  brogues  are  not  furnished  with  them,  or 
some  like  them.  Messrs.  Frewin  give  over  two 
dozen  nails  in  the  box,  post  free,  for  6d. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


A  MAKCH  DIEGE. 


Oh,  wretched  fate  !  daily  compelled  to  thresh 
The  wintry  billows  of  drear  Vjnrnwy's  lake. 
Untiring,  moves  the  automatic  arm. 
The  deadly  lures  unheeded  fall ;  the  winds 
Increasing  seem  to  tear  the  rugged  wave. 
Daily  we  seek  to  ensnare  the  crafty  trout. 
But  they  with  flashing  speed  escape  below. 
And  fleeing'Jwildly  from  their  threatened  doom. 
Quickly  betake  themselves  to  greater  depths  ; 
And  there  amid  the  submerged  tombs  they  roam. 
Lean,  and  of  gaunt  appearance,  feeding  now 
And  ever  on  the  slimy  writhing  leech, 
A  reptile  haunting  watery  graves,  and  not 
An  appetising  mor.se]  at  his  best. 
Thus  do  these  fish  escape  a  tragic  fate  ; 
But  should  some  solitary  nomad  roam 
Too  near  the  surface,  and  perchance  to  see 
The  "  counterfeit  presentment "  of  a  fly, 
So  deftly  cast  by  that  persistent  arm. 
The  hungry  trout  forgets  his  leechy  tastes. 
And  swoops  upon  the  furred  and  feathered  hook. 
This  is  the  signal  of  his  hopeless  doom. 
And  soon  midst  change  of  elements  he  lies, 
Gasping  his  life  out  on  the  cruel  board. 
But  few  and  far  between  are  such  as  these. 
The  rest  with  greater  wisdom  lie  below: 
And  so  the  impitient  "  human  "  far  above 
Complains  to  all  his  gods  with  breath  profane. 
But  still  the  waters  of  dark  Vyrnwy's  lake 
Draw  him,  in  spite  of  all,  to  try  again. 
Winter  now  sets  his  cold  and  dismal  seal 
Upon  the  landscape,  and  the  rocky  shores 
Are  buffeted  by  the  relentless  waves. 
Until  at  last  the  fisher  goes  not  forth 
Till  April  sunshine  changes  all  the  scene. 

— Quill  Gnat. 


WET-FLY  PATTEENS  FOE  DEY- 
FLY  EIVEES. 

Now  the  New  Year  reviving  old  Desires, 
The  thoughtful  Soul  to  Solitude  retires. 

Spring  is  upon  us  once  more,  and  with  it  the 
fever  which  takes  us  out  to  the  pleasant  land  of 
streams,  and  those  who  cannot  yet  set  out  to 
quench  their  thirst  by  the  feathered  margins  of  the 
water-brooks  may — nay,  should — be  dreaming  of 
and  preparing  for  the  good  time  that  is  coming 
when  they  may  do  so.  Some  will  be  storing  flies 
for  that  good  time.  And  for  those  of  them  whose 
lines  will  fall  in  pleasant  places,  whose  heritage  is 
in  the  gracious  water-meadow  countries,  where  the 
brimming  chalk  streams  sway  rhythmic  through 
their  weed  beds  to  the  sea,  these  few  hints  may  not 
be  out  of  season. 

In  course  of  years  there  has  grown  up  a  theory 
among  anglers  of  the  Hampshire  school  that  to 
fish  their  streams  otherwise  than  with  the  dry  fly  is 
a  profanation.  For  them  the  dry  fly  has  become 
a  fetish.  Yet  those  among  them  who  observe  must 
be  well  aware  that  there  are  days  or  portions  of 
days  when  to  drop  a  dry  fly — be  the  workmanship 
of  angler  and  of  fly  maker  never  so  perfect — over  the 
nose  of  a  feeding  trout  is  to  put  him  down  at  once, 
.hat  is,  to  send  him  headlong  to  cover.   Other  days  or 
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IPwurs  when  there  is  not  the  faintest  notice  taken  of 
the  floating  fly,  however  accurate  a  copy  it  may  be, 
and  however  artistically  presented.  The  fish,  maybe, 
are  bulging,  swashing  madly  to  and  fro,  breaking 
the  water  as  they  seize  the  nymphs  and  turn, 
with  boils  suggesting  an  ultra-vigorous  rise.  Or, 
again,  one  may  see  the  faintest  dimple  followed  by 
back  fin  and  tail  in  succession  just  breaking  the 
.surface.  Yet  the  most  cunning  cast  of  floating 
dun  or  spinner  avails  naught. 

Then  is  the  time  to  try  the  wet  fly,  not  cast 
down  and  across  and  dragged,  but  delivered  up- 
stream to  the  fish  in  much  the  same  way  as  a 
dry  fly,  but  without  drying.  And  it  will  often  be 
found  that  even  when  the  trout  are  taking  the  dry 
fly  they  are  every  bit  as  keen  upon  the  wet  fly. 
The  wet  fly  referred  to  is  not  a  mere  dry  fly  sunk, 
but  something  dressed  specially  for  these  waters 
and  these  occasions.  The  idea  struck  the  writer 
some  years  ago  on  Tweed  that  the  strong  split- 
winged  patterns  dressed  with  several  thicknesses  of 
feather  really  had  much  in  common  with  the  floating 
riy  (except  that  they  did  not  float),  and  from  this 
t()  the  reflection  that  the  rough  river  trout  seldom 
reaUyrise,  in  the  sense  of  taking  a  floating  fly  riding 
cocked  on  the  surface,  was  a  short  step.  Their  Uves 
are  lives  of  bulging.  Why  not,  therefore,  try  upon 
Inilging  trout  in  the  Itchen  the  patterns  and  methods 
wliich  kill  the  highly-educated  brownies  of  the 
border  rivers.  A  study  of  Webster's  ''Angler  and 
the  Loop  Rod  "  suggested,  not  the  patterns,  but  the 
form  of  fly,  and  the  measure  of  success  which  has 
attended  its  adoption  was  enough  to  encourage 
{>erseverance  in  the  experiment. 

The  range  of  flies  used  is  not  large,  and  the  list, 
with  the  appropriate  dressings,  is  here  at  the  disposal 
of  the  reader  with  an  open  mind. 

In  the  first  half  of  April,  and  even  a  bit  later, 
when  the  Large  Dark  Olive  (called  in  less-favoured 
waters  the  "  Blue  Dun  " )  is  on  the  water,  the  follow- 
ing pattern  of  Rough  Olive  has  proved  its  worth 
again  and  again  : 

Wing. — Dark  starling  ;  secondaries  from  old  cock 
bird,  dressed,  rolled  wing,  reversed,  upright  and  split. 
Tying  Silk. — Primrose  waxed  brown. 
Dubbing. — Heron  herl  dyed  in  onion  dye,  and 
ribbed  with  fine  gold  -wire  to  prevent  the  teeth  of 
the  trout  from  cutting  it. 

I Whisk. — Pale  ginger  cock. 
•   Hackle. — One  only,  pale  ginger  cock  dyed  greenish 
tolive. 
Hook. — No.  0  or  1  round  bend,  blind. 
The  wings  should  be  narrow  and  made  of  a  long 
■trip  of  one  feather  closely  rolled,  then  tied  on 
reversewise  in  one  bunch,  split  with  the  dubbing 
needle  and  divided  by  the  ribbing  and  by  figure-of- 
eight  work  with  the  tying  silk.  Double-hooked 
patterns  are  very  effective,  the  second  hook  helping 
the  fly  to  s!nk.    This  is  the  method  of  dressing: 

Having  stuck  one  hook  firmly  in  the  vice  and 
^  ixed  your  s-lk,  take  Uyo  turns  clo.se  up  to  the 
d  of  the  shank  and  snap  off  the  waste  end  ; 
in  the  gut— for  all  these  flies  are  better  .so  tied — 
and  whip  to  near  the  bend,  tie  in  whisk,  gold  wire, 
and  heron  herl  point'ng  over  tail,  and  cut  away 
Maste.    Lay  a  second  hook  alongside  evenly  and 
whip  firmly  to  head  of  shank,  and  finish  with  the 
whip  finish  without  breaking  off  the  silk.    Roll  the 
material  for  wings,  whip  dov,Ti  on  shank  reverse- 
wise,  with  wa^te  end^  towards  tail,  two  turns, 
and  bring  silk  in  front  of  wings,  cut  away  waste 
ends  taperwise,  and  whip  over  roots  and  back  to 
wing.    Divide  wings  evenly  with  needle,  and  pass 
-ilk  between  and  round  under  the  hook  and  back, 
peat  operation  till  the  wings  stand  apart.  Now 
.nd  the  herl  evenly  to  shoulder  and  secure  with 
one  turn,  wind  gold  wire  over  body  and  between 
'•  ings,  round  head  and  back  between  wings,  securing 
th  silk  behind  w'ngs.    Break  off  waste.    Tie  in 
■kle   clo.-ic    up    to  wing,  root   towards  bend, 
I'l  whip  three  turns  back  over  shank.  Wind 
I'  kle  three  turns,  or  even  two,  secure  end  by  one 
turn  of  silk,  and  break  off  waste  end  of  hackle, 
finishing  Vjehind  the  hackle  with  whip  finish. 

The  next  pattern  is  Greenwell's  Glory,  great  for 
bulging  trout  and  for  those  which  will  not  break 
the  surface,  but  may  be  seen  feeding  gaily  under 
water  in  a  fast,  glassy  glide.  The  common  tie  is  as 
follows  : 

Wing. — Hen  blackbird. 

fiody. — Primro.se  tying  silk  well  waxed,  and  ribbed 
'  loHciy  with  fine  gold  wire. 

I Hackle — Black  hen  with  ginger  edges. 
Hwjk.—'So.  Of)  or  0. 
The  double-hooked  double-cypher  Greenwell  is 
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particularly  deadly.  The  method  of  tying  is  much 
as  above  described,  except  that  there  is  no  dubbing 
of  herl. 

The  pattern  can  be  varied  as  the  season  advances 
by  changing  the  wing  to  dark  starling,  medium 
starling,  and  light  starfing,  and  by  using  lighter  wax, 
and  less  of  it,  for  the  body,  and  by  changing  the 
hackle  to  honey  dun  hen  of  various  shades. 

Next  let  us  take  Iron  Blue,  tied  as  follows  : 

Wing. — Moorhen  breast  or  tom-tit  tail. 

Tying  Silk. — Claret  or  crimson. 

Body. — Mole's  fur. 

Hackle. — Darkish  honey  dun  hen. 

Hook.— No.  00. 

This  also  can  be  tied  double.  In  tying  the  first 
hook  the  waste  end,  which  should  be  long,  is  not 
snapped  off,  but  is  whipped  down  with  the  gut 
and  left  hanging  over  the  tail,  and  used  after  the 
wings  are  on  to  roll  on  the  dubbing. 

Two  excellent  summer  patterns  are  as  follows  : 

Wing. — Lightest  starhng. 

Body. — Primrose  tying  silk  dubbed  with  (1)  prim- 
rose wool  with  faint  greenish  shade,  or  (2)  hare's  poll. 
Hackle. — Pale  ginger  hen. 
Whisk. — Pale  ginger  cock. 
Hook.— No.  00  or  0. 

Three  quills— Dark  Olive  Quill,  Dark  Blue  Quill, 
and  Light  Blue  Quill,  and  one  dubbed  fly,  the  Blue 
Dun,  tied  with  mole's  fur  body,  complete  this 
modest  fist  of  duns.  It  will  be  observed  that  there 
is  no  Red  Quill,  no  Ginger  Quill,  no  Wickham's 
Fancy,  no  No.  1  Whitchurch,  and  no  Hare's  Ear. 
All  these  patterns  in  the  -writer's  experience  kill 
best  as  floaters. 

There  remains  a  spinner,  "  Tup's  Indispensable," 
which  kills  well  either  sunk  or  floating,  suffused 
with  water,  clinging  faintly  to  the  surface  by  the 
whisk  and  the  points  of  the  hackbs,  and  the 
Governor,  tied  with  orange  tag  wing  and  woodcock 
wing,  rolled  and  tied  sloping,  penthousewise,  over 
the  back.  And  on  a  day  when  nothing  has  been 
moving  all  day,  a  resort  to  a  small  green-backed 
beetle,  with  peacock's  herl  body  and  legs  from  the 
green  or  copper-bronze  feather  of  the  Impeyan 
pheasant,  dropped  wisely  into  likely  corners,  has 
ere  now  sent  the  writer  back  to  his  inn  rejoicing, 
with  the  strap  across  his  shoulders  just  pleasantly 
tight. 

Much  has  been  written,  and  well  and  wisely  and 
truly  written,  about  the  delights  of  the  dry  fly, 
the  excitement  of  the  well-judged  cast  and  the 
moment  of  waiting  for  the  rise,  but,  after  all,  the 
neb  put  up  and  taking  down  a  floating  fly  is  a  plain 
and  obvious  incident  which  warns  the  angler  to 
tighten  ;  and  to  the  mind  of  the  writer,  wet-fly 
fishing  of  the  kind  indicated  has  all  the  fascination  of 
dry-fly  fishing,  together  with  an  even  subtler  pleasure 
in  the  endeavour  to  judge  the  exact  moment  when 
one  should  seek  to  fasten.  At  times  the  rise  is  as 
obvious  as  a  rise  to  a  floater,  but  at  others  the 
indication  that  one's  fly  is  taken  is  so  slight,  that 
when  the  angler  instinctively  responds  and  feels  the 
thrill  which  announces  that  connection  has  been 
established  with  a  good  fish,  he  feels  as  if  some 
magical  act  of  divination  had  been  his. 

But  there  is  nothing  about  wet-fly  fishing  of  this 
kind  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  cult  of  the 
dry  fly.  Its  merit  is  that  it  is  supplementary  to 
and  not  a  rival  of  the  dry  fly.  Enough  flies  to 
practice  it  can  always  be  carried  in  two  compart- 
ments of  a  Paley,  and  when  the  floating  fly  has 
failed  the  sunk  can  be  resorted  to,  and  vice  versa. 

Good  dry-fly  men  may  often  be  heard  to  say 
that  after  April  the  wet  fly  is  no  use  on  Hampshire 
streams.  The  writer  is  but  a  moderate  performer 
with  the  dry  fly,  but  he  has  not  found  it  so,  but  on 
blazing  days  in  July  and  August  the  wet  fly  has 
brought  him  fish  when  the  dry  fly  failed  to  secure 
him  a  rise.  For  what  it  is  worth,  he  commends 
his  experience  to  the  candid  consideration  of  his 
brother  anglers.  Val  Conson. 


FLY  FISHING  WITH  HAIE. 

Whether  the  art  or  skill  of  the  fly  fisher  has 
actually  attained  the  superlative  position  many  of 
its  devotees  believe  to  be  the  case  is,  in  my  opinion, 
quite  an  open  question.  Light  rods,  heavy  lines, 
and  fine  gut,  as  they  are  used  now,  form  a  com- 
bination which  to  an  angler  for  trout  fifty  years 
since  would  have  been  an  impossibility.  But, 
granted  that  the  south-country  fisherman,  with  his 
dry  fly,  minute  in  hook  but  comparatively  bulky  in 
other  respects,  has  attained  the  acme  of  perfection 


so  far,  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  another  field 
open  to  him,  one  in  which  greater  nicety  in  manipu- 
lation is  required  than  in  anything  he  has  yet 
achieved.  Let  him  instead  of  the  finest  drawn  gut 
try  his  cast  of  single  horsehair — clear,  white,  and 
round,  that  will  be  thrown  cleaner,  straighter,  and 
lighter  than  any  silkworm  gut  yet  manufactured. 
And  a  man  who  can  kill  his  21b.  trout  on  a  cast  of 
this  kind  will  be  no  duffer,  and  would  be  justified  in 
looking  back  upon  such  a  feat  with  pleasure.  Even 
heavier  fish  than  this  have  often  been  killed, 
salmon  occasionally,  and  everyone  knows  that  the 
skilful  ff)llower  of  coarse  fish  with  his  "  roach  pole  " 
and  tight  line  can  readily  land  almost  anything 
that  comes  to  his  bait.  Here  in  hair  lie  possi- 
bilities for  the  skilled  practitioner  extending  his  art 
into  a  higher  grade  than  he  has  yet  attained,  and 
thus  the  departure  is  worthy  of  a  trial. 

Going  back  some  fifty  years  or  so  one  finds  that 
all  the  best  fishermen  in  the  north  of  England  used 
hair  casts  then,  and  a  great  many  of  them  continue 
to  do  so  now.  The  line  on  the  reel  was  likewise  made 
of  horsehair,  twisted  either  by  machine  or  by  hand 
with  three  quills. 

The  present  arrangements  of  trout  fishing  are  all 
against  the  utilisation  of  this  single  hair,  the  heavy 
reel  lines  and  the  check  reels  especially.  Still  the 
check  may  be  taken  out  of  the  reels,  which  would 
thus  be  made  more  free  running,  and  a  specially 
light  line  for  the  purpo.se  would  not  be  expensive. 
Gentle  casting  is  required,  as  the  least  "  crack  "  will 
detach  the  fly,  and  the  latter  has  to  be  tied  on  the 
hair,  as  the  eyed  hooks  would  soon  be  whipped  off. 
Bearing  in  mind  how  much  more  easily  broken  is 
hair  than  gut,  care  must  be  made  in  striking,  as  the 
least  snap  or  jerk  and  the  tackle  is  severed.  Thus 
it  is  advisable  not  only  to  have  a  free  running  reel, 
but  to  keep  your  finger  off  the  line,  the  reel  revolving 
with  the  stroke,  and  thus  saving  breakages.  When 
the  fish  is  once  hooked  it  is  wonderful  how  strong 
the  hair  appears  to  be.  In  fact,  with  a  little  skill 
and  fair  play,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  break  it  with 
a  fish,  excepting,  of  course,  when  he  gets  into  weeds 
or  hung  up  in  some  other  way.  Hair,  too,  possesses 
greater  elasticity  than  gut,  thus  a  lightly-hooked 
trout  is  played  more  gently,  and  there  is  greater  like- 
lihood of  catching  him.  Hair,  too,  fishes  cleaner 
and  straighter,  is  less  likely  to  get  entangled,  and 
when  entangled  is  more  readily  straightened  out 
than  gut.  But  the  greatest  advantage  it  has  over 
the  latter  is  that  it  does  not  shine  or  glisten  so 
much,  and  thus  is  less  easily  seen  by  the  fish, 
especially  when  the  sun  is  shining.  So  far  as 
floating  is  concerned  there  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  hair,  and  deftly  manipulated  with  a  small 
dry  fly  at  the  end  it  will  do  all  that  is  required. 
Were  some  one  of  our  dry  fly  experts  to  fit  up  a 
cast  of  hair,  tie  upon  its  tip  one  of  the  charming 
studies  of  insect  life  on  a  00  hook,  provided 
with  line  to  match  and  a  freely  running  reel,  he 
would  find  that  the  hair  and  fly  would  alight  with  a 
softness  and  gentleness  only  equalled  by  the  fall 
of  the  natural  insect  itself — the  poetry  of  the  sport 
without  taint  or  tangle. 

In  using  hair  care  must  be  taken  to  s^e  that  it  is 
not  "  necked  "  at  the  knots,  and  if  it  shows  there 
a  htrle  white  it  must  be  broken  and  retied.  Hair 
never  frays  or  becomes  ragged  and  soft,  as  gut  does, 
and  thus  its  en4urance,  so  long  as  it  is  not  unduly 
stretched,  is  very  great ;  indeed,  in  all  respects 
except  in  actual  strength,  it  has  the  advantage  over 
gut,  and  even  on  a  day  when  a  hurricane  may  be 
blowing  an  angler  can  cast  his  line  of  hair,  when 
to  do  ths  like  with  gut  would  be  an  impossibility. 
Of  course,  like  everything  else  in  the  world,  there 
are  grades  of  quality,  and  there  is  bad  hair  as  well 
as  good  ;  but  what  has  been  said  here  has  to  do 
with  sound,  round  horsehair  of  a  watery  colour, 
not  too  long  in  its  strands  and  of  uniform  thickness 
tliroughout. — R.  B.  L.  in  the  Field. 

[I  know  that  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee's  remarks  in  favour 
of  hair  will  please  a  good  many  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  asked  him  kindly  to  tell 
me  what  hs  means  in  the  last  paragraph,  where  he 
says  an  angler  can  cast  a  hair  cast  in  a  hurricane, 
"  when  to  do  the  like  with  gut  would  be  an  impos- 
sibility." My  chief  objection  to  hair  has  always 
been  that  if  you  hook  a  good  fish  you  have  very 
little  control — ^you  dare  not  turn  him  as  you  can 
with  good  gut  as  fine  or  finer.  If  a  wily  Hampshire 
trout  who  refuses  flies  on  gut  will  take  them  on 
hair,  it  would  certainly  be  a  point  in  favour  of 
hair,  and  a  big  one.  But  I  am  in  hopes  this  un- 
bleached gut  may  be  as  invisible  as  hair,  and  it  is 
vastly  stronger. — R.  B.  M.] 
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EAELY  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING 
ON  THE  TAY. 

From  Notes  by  Mks   R.  B.  Marston. 


[My  wife  find  I  had  a  deliglitful  week's  fi&liing  at 
the  end  of  last  February  and  beginning  of  March, 
staying  at  Dalbeattie  Park,  where  Mr.  John  and 
Mr.  James  Miller  have  a  comfortable  house  in  the 
middle  of  the  fishery.  Hard  frost  every  night  and 
most  of  the  day,  with  bright  sunshine,  keen  winds, 
and  occasional  storms  of  sleet  and  snow  prevailed 
during  our  stay,  and  the  Tay  was  far  too  low  for 
good  sport.  The  following  notes  are  from  letters 
written  by  my  wife  in  the  evenings  after  our  day's 
fishing  to  our  seven  boys  and  girls — men  and 
women,  some  of  them,  but  all  anglers.  They  were 
not  written  with  any  idea  of  publication,  but  1  think 
they  well  reflect  the  enthusiasm  of  a  lady  angler 
for  salmon  fishing  even  when  sport  was  disappoint- 
ing and  the  weather  colder  than  ever  I  have  ex- 
perienced it  even  in  spring  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland. 
— R.  B.  M.] 

Dalbeattie  Park,  Dunkeld, 

Tuesday,  Feb.  27. 

My  dear  Children, — I  put  my  dear  ehildicn 
because  I  cannot  write  a  letter  to  each  one,  so  I 
think  one  long  one  will  do  for  all.  Our  train  left 
Kuston  after  midnight,  and  after  a  pleasant  journey 
we  arrived  at  Perth  soon  after  nine  next  morning. 
Mr.  Mallocli  was  on  the  platform  to  wish  ua  good 
luck  and  say  that  if  the  Tay  would  rise  a  foot  we 
must  get  some  salmon.  Round  Perth  the  moun- 
tains were  covered  with  snow,  and  when  we  got  to 
Dunkeld  it  was  four  or  five  inches  deep.  We  drove 
three  miles  to  this  most  comfortable  little  place, 
and  after  lunch  your  father  and  I  went  for  a  walk 
over  the  liills  ;  the  snow-covered  country,  with  the 
great  river,  looked  lovely  in  tlie  hright  sunshine ; 
it  was  so  cold  we  Avere  glad  to  get  back  to  our  com- 
fortable sitting-room,  witii  its  great  open  firepla(!e. 

7  p.m. — I  hope  I  shall  get  a  salmon  for  you 
to-morrow.  It  is  quiet  here,  not  a  sound  except 
the  howling  of  the  wind. 

Monday,  Feb.  26. 
Very  bright,  but  cold  ;  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  cold 
to  get  a  salmon  this  morning.  Your  father  is  just 
preparing  the  rods  and  flies.  Please  be  careful  of 
the  gas  and  tires  ;  don't  let  the  boys  play  witli 
matches. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  27. 
I  think  1  left  off  my  letter  to  you  yesterday 
saying  we  were  just  going  fishing.  Your  father  and 
I  walked  nearly  a  mile  up  the  river  bank,  the  men, 
one  pulling  the  boat  from  the  bank,  the  other  rowing 
it  up  against  the  stream.  We  got  in  and  began 
fishing  the  top  pool  on  the  Murthly  Water,  where 
the  water  runs  swiftly  under  a  great  rock.  We  had 
aot  been  fishing  more  than  ten  minutes  when  I 
felt  a  pull  at  my  fly,  a  Jock  Scott,  and.  lo  and 
behold  !  I  had  an  11  lb.  salmon  on.  I  succeeded  in 
getting  it  to  the  net  myself  after  we  had  landed  ;  of 
course,  I  thought  that  the  boatmen  and  your  father 
would  exclaim,  "Well  done,"  or  "  What  a  beauty  !  " 
— but  all  they  said  was  that  it  was  only  a  kelt. 
My  arms  ached,  and  I  felt  sad  for  quite  half  an  hour, 
but  the  sun  came  out.  and  the  mountains  and 
Birnam  Hill  looked  so  lovely  that  I  soon  felt  myself 
again,  and  went  on  fishing  in  the  hopes  of  getting 
a  salmon.  We  worked  hard  all  day,  and  fished  most 
of  the  lower  as  well  as  the  upper  water.  Your 
father  got  two  more  kelts,  and  I  got  one  or  two 
"  pulls,"  but  nothing  more.  In  the  evening  we 
walked  back  up  the  river  bank  for  two  miles  or  so 
over  the  frozen  snow.  The  scenery  is  lovely,  we 
enjoyed  it  immensely — it  reminded  me  of  the  days 
of  my  childhood.  When  we  got  to  the  house,  tea 
was  ready,  slippers  put  to  warm — we  felt  like  Darby 
and  Joan ;  ws  did  a  little  reading  and  talking  till 
half-past  seven.  Then  a  nice  cosy  little  dinner 
came  in  ;  we  talked  and  read  until  bedtime,  9.30 — 
you  see  we  keep  early  hours  ;  I  hope  you  all  do 
the  same. 

Wednesday  morning,  Feb.  28. 
It  was  like  the  middle  of  winter  instead  of  nearly 
the  end  as  we  walked  up  the  river  bank  through  a 
)>Iinding  snowstorm  to  the  boat — the  men  pulling 
and  rowing  it  up  as  before.  We  began  fishing,  and 
in  lessjthan  five  minutes  your  father  had  a  fish — 
alas,  a  kelt !  I  hope  you  understand  what  "  kelts  " 
mean,  if  not,  look  it  up  in  one  of  your  father's  books. 
^«  After  the  snowstorm  the  sun  has  been  so  beauti- 
fully bright  we  have  been  able  to  take  plenty  of 
photographs  of  the  river,  etc.  We  are  enjoying  the 
est  and  peace  here,  it  is  delightful.    The  frost 


Salmon  Fishing  os  thk  Tay. 
Mrs.  R.  I!.  Marston  and  Mr.  J.  Miller. 


Mrs.   R.  B.   Marston   Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay. 
(Landing  a  17Ib.  salmon  in  Bergie  Pool,  killed  on  the  fly.) 
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makes  the  wild  birds  quite  tame,  and  the  robins 
come  right  into  the  house. 

March  I. 

.  .  .  WTiat  did  you  think  of  the  171b.  salmon 
I  sent  you  ?  Don  t  you  think  it  was  a  beauty  ? 
I  caught  a  kelt  of  121b.  or  so  about  half  an  hour 
before  I  caught  the  salmon.  A  kelt  is  a  salmon 
without  roe  and  out  of  condition,  and  you  have  to 
put  them  back  in  the  river  again.  I  caught  the 
sahnon  on  the  same  fly  in  a  snow  and  sleet  storm, 
and  landed  it  myself — my  arm  is  still  quite  stiff  from 
holding  the  salmon  rod  and  playing  the  fish,  which 
fought  splendidly.  Soon  afterwards  your  father 
caught  an  18lb.  salmon,  1  lb.  heavier  than  mine,  on 
a  Black  Dog  fly,  it  also  gave  capital  sport,  so  we 
felt  quite  happy.  Both  were  caught  in  the  Bergie 
Pool,  which  is  the  last  pool  on  the  Murthly 
Water.  We  had  another  walk  home  through 
the  park. 

Thursday,  Lunch  Time. 
This  morning  we  have  been  working  hard  for  a 
salmon,  but  "no  luck."  Between  the  rainstorms, 
the  snowstorms,  and  the  windstorms,  the  sun  has 
been  shining  best  part  of  the  days,  which  makes  it 
delightfully  lovely.    I  will  WTite  more  this  evening. 


THE  TEOUT  OF  THE 
EOYAL  BANN. 

"  In  the  river  Barnie  in  Ulster,  which  divides  the 
county  of  Antrim  from  the  county  of  Londonderry, 
about  two  leagues  from  the  sea,  where  the  stream  is 
navigable,  there  is  a  rich  fishery  of  salmon,  which 
was  parcel  of  the  ancient  inheritance  of  the  Crown. 
.  .  .  The  profit  of  this  fishery  for  the  space  of 
200  years  past  was  taken  and  shared  amongst  the 
Irish  lords  who  made  incursion  and  intrusion  on 
the  possessions  of  the  Crown  in  Ulster,  and  possessed 
by  strong  hand  the  territories  adjoining  the  said 
river  Banne  until  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
lord  the  King  that  now  is." 

Such  is  the  quaint  and  picturesque  opening  of 
Sir  John  Davis'  report  of  the  celebrated  case  of 
"  the  Royal  Fishery  of  the  Banne,"  written  some 
three  hundred  years  ago.  Not  alone  was  it  a  "  rich 
fishery  of  salmon,"  but  famous  also  for  its  "  eeles 
and  great  troutes,"  and  it  was  in  the  descendants 
of  these  same  "  great  troutes  "  that  I  was  more 
immediately  interested  in  the  month  of  July  and 
year  of  grace  nineteen  hundred  and  five. 


Messes.  Millee.         Mes.  R.  B.  M.       Miss  Millbe. 


as  your  father  is  calling  to  me  to  get  ready — 
perhaps  we  shall  get  another  fish. 

7  p.m. — I  caught  one  kelt  this  afternoon  ;  your 
father  did  not  catch  anything.  On  our  way  back 
this  evening  we  went  to  look  at  Murthly  Castle, 
a  fine  place,  with  wonderful  avenues  of  great 
trees. 

Friday. 

We  fished  all  day,  and  though  Mr.  Miller  and 
MacDonald  took  us  to  the  best  places  and  did  every- 
thing possible — they  manage  the  boat  in  this  great 
river  splendidly — we  do  not  get  any  fish.  We 
leave  for  Perth  to-morrow,  Saturday,  and  shall  try 
again  in  the  morning.  F.  M. 

fit  was  no  use,  the  river  was  too  low.  A  day  or 
two  after  we  left,  the  long  spell  of  frost  broke,  and 
the  Tay  came  down  in  a  roaring  flood,  rising  to 
1.5ft.  above  its  u.sual  level  in  some  places.  On 
Sunday  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malloch  took  us  out  among 
the  mountains  to  see  the  really  lovely  trout  lakes 
Mr.  Malloch  has  made  on  Mr.  Coates'  property. 
We  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  most  pleasantly 
with  Mr.  Malloch's  family — he  showed  us  the 
most  interesting  microscopic  slides  of  water  flies 
hatching,  larvae,  etc.,  etc.,  as  well  as  photographs 
of  fish  which  I  have  ever  seen.  Mr.  M.  is  indeed  an 
enthiisiast  for  everything  connected  with  fish, 
fi.shing,  and  natural  history. — R.  B.  M.J 


The  places  on  the  Bann  where  one  can  fish  for  trout 
without  a  boat  are  few  in  number.  Years  ago  there 
were  numerous  fords  and  shallows  between  Lough 
Neagh  and  Coleraine,  all  ideal  places  for  the  trout 
fisher,  but  it  occurred  to  someone  or  other  that  the 
Bann  might  be  made  a  navigable  river,  and  accord- 
ingly a  vast  sum  of  public  money  was  spent  in 
deepening  the  channels,  building  banks  and  weirs 
and  locks,  until,  except  at  a  few  places  which  defied 
the  improver,  the  character  of  the  river  was  trans- 
formed. 

The  first  of  those  places  is  the  salmon  leap,  a  mile 
and  a  half  above  Coleraine,  and  "about  two  leagues 
from  the  sea,"  but  the  extent  of  water  that  can  be 
got  at  by  wading  is  very  limited.  About  twelve 
miles  higher  up  is  Carranroe,  and  a  little  beyond  is 
Movanagher  Weir.  There  are  good  shallows  below 
the  weirs,  but  the  trout  fisher  is  not  allowed  ^o  wade 
in  the  daytime. 

About  three  miles  further  up  stream  we  come  to 
the  Kilrea  stretch — the  last  and  the  best.  It  lies 
somewhat  more  than  a  mile  from  the  town,  and 
the  fi.sherman  who  trusts  to  his  legs  gets  his  first 
glimpse  of  it  as  leaving  the  high  road  he  cHmbs  the 
stile  to  gain  a  footpath  leading  through  the  fields 
to  the  lock. 

It  is  a  picture  full  of  beauty  ;  a  river  fair  to  look 
upon,  of  goodly  proportions.  From  the  Derry  side 
to  the  Antrim  side  stretch  the  V-shaped  eel  weirs 


with  their  boxes,  breaking  the  breadth  of  water 
into  smaller  streams.  At  the  eye  of  the  V  the 
stream  issues  with  a  strong  impetuous  rush,  then 
a  stretch  of  gliding  water  of  shallower  depth,  until 
the  next  eye  is  reached,  and  so  on  until  the  Antrim 
bank  is  gained.  A  little  below,  the  remains  of 
some  older  weirs,  aided  by  rocks,  again  break  up 
the  river  into  numerous  currents,  which  in  turn 
settle  down  into  the  broad  majestic  sweep  of  water 
which  flows  in  dignified  but  resistless  fashion  to 
Movanagher. 

It  is  a  view  of  the  promised  land.  The  fisherman 
knows,  with  an  instinct  that  is  absolute,  that  in 
these  diversified  currents  and  amongst  those  weirs 
most  trout  will  lie,  and  those  not  the  smaller  ones 
of  the  family. 

It  is  good  for  one's  fishing  to  be  free  from  the 
spectre  of  a  train  to  be  caught  at  night,  or  on  the 
next  day,  or  on  the  day  after  that.  One  settles 
down  to  it  with  a  sense  of  spaciousness  and  a  normal 
pulse  ;  a  feeling  that  if  you  do  not  get  a  fish  in  the 
morning  there  will  be  one  in  the  afternoon  or 
evening,  that  if  to-day  is  a  bad  day  to-morrow  may 
be  better.  This  was  my  own  frame  of  mind,  but 
I  found  it  less  easy  to  induce  the  young  doctor  to 
accustom  himself  to  a  similar  tranquillity,  but  I  so 
far  succeeded  that  we  made  a  hearty  and  not  a 
hasty  meal,  and  unpacked  all  the  rods  and  tackle 
before  pulling  on  our  wading  trousers  and  walking 
down  to  the  river.  Below,  two  salmon  fishermen 
are  in  a  boat  ;  they  have  toiled  since  dawn,  and 
caught  nothing.  The  fish  are  there,  but  indifferent 
alike  to  fly,  prawn  or  worm,  and  no  wonder.  Not 
alone  is  it  a  brilliant  summer  day,  without  wind, 
but  the  river  is  abnormally  low.  There  has  been  no 
fresh  for  a  long  time,  and  the  water  is  warm  and  stale. 
This  is  a  curious  term  to  apply  to  running  water, 
but  exactly  expresses  what  one  feels  about  it.  It 
needs  the  sparkle  and  aeration  that  nothing  but 
water  from  the  clouds  can  give  it. 

The  young  doctor  thinks  he  will  try  his  luck  with 
a  dry  fly  amongst  the  weirs,  or  "  skeaghs,"  as  they  are 
locally  called.  I  have  no  skill  with  it,  but  am  not 
without  some  proficiency  in  throwing  a  worm. 
Accordingly  I  go  higher  up  to  a  reach  of  the  river 
which  is  concealed  by  a  bend.  Here  is  half  a  mile 
of  wonderful  water.  At  the  top  is  the  weir  or  wall 
over  which  the  river  pours  into  a  rocky  bed,  and  then 
tears  along  over  a  broad,  rocky  and  boulder-strewTi 
bottom.  In  the  centre  the  stream  is  fast  and  deep, 
and  not  easy  to  get  at,  but  there  is  an  infinite 
variety  of  rough  water  at  each  side,  which  must  be 
waded  with  care.  During  the  season  this  length 
is  never  free  from  local  anglers  ;  for  the  evening 
fishing  there  is  often  a  score  or  so  of  fishermen. 
These  men  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  walk  there 
after  the  day's  work  unless  they  got  fish,  and  they 
do  get  them,  and  good  ones,  too.  But  however 
much  it  is  fished  it  seems  to  make  little  difference, 
it  is  always  stocked,  and  if  the  conditions  are 
favourable  the  fish  will  be  caught.  The  "  Wild 
Cat  Hole  "  marks  the  end  of  the  rough  water, 
and  here  I  make  a  start,  working  my  way  out 
and  up  to  the  deeper  pools.  For  some  little  time 
there  is  no  result  until  a  good  pool  is  reached, 
and  making  as  long  a  cast  as  I  can  towards  the 
head,  and  to  the  further  side  where  the  water  is 
slacker,  the  worm  travels  down  for  two  or  three 
yards.  A  stoppage,  a  twitch,  and  a  rush,  away  he 
goes  for  mid-stream  and  down.  To  play  the  fish 
without  too  much  strain  in  this  heavy  water,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  get  carefully  back  to  the 
margin,  so  as  to  follow  him  down  stream  until  a 
favourable  place  is  reached,  is  the  plan  of  campaign. 
The  plan  was  working  all  right,  the  fish,  fairly  tired, 
was  below  me,  but,  unluckily,  in  some  shallow 
water,  and  I  was  estimating  his  weight  at  a  good 
21b.,  and  congratulating  myself  on  a  good  beginning, 
when  he  suddenly  took  a  turn  round  a  stone  and 
we  parted  company-  For  a  few  seconds  he  lay  on 
his  side,  and  then,  realising  his  detachment,  dis- 
appeared. I  wonder  if  that  fish  gave  a  warning 
to  all  his  acquaintances,  since  I  never  touched 
another  fish  in  that  pool  during  my  visit,  though 
I  tried  it  nearly  every  day.  The  fish  were  there, 
too,  for  the  doctor  took  a  good  one  out  of  it  with 
natural  fly,  and  I  rose  one  as  well,  but  got  no  further. 

In  that  turn  round  the  stone  the  fish  had  broken 
me,  and  some  repairs  were  needed  before  resuming. 
It  was  a  bad  start,  and  I  toiled  for  about  three  hours 
for  a  couple  of  fish  of  Jib.  weight. 

Whenever  I  read  about  clear-water  worm  fishing 
the  books  always  say  that  in  July  one  must  look 
for  the  best  trout  in  the  shallows,  and  they  tell 
you  that  trout  will  lie  where  there  is  only  sufficient 
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water  to  cover  them.  I  may  be  singular  or  un- 
fortunate in  my  experiences,  but  I  have  rarely  met 
with  trout  on  these  thin  places,  except  occasionally 
on  smaller  streams.  On  the  Bann  and  on  the  Erne 
I  have  never  killed  good  trout  on  the  shallows. 
On  the  Erne  I  have  seen  any  number  of  small  trout, 
smolt  size,  on  the  thin  streams,  but  for  good  fish 
one  had  to  get  to  much  deeper  water.  On  the  Bann 
I  rarelysawa  trout  less  than  Jib.,  and  one  afternoon, 
fishing  up  the  shallows,  I  took  eleven  trout  all  over 
Jib.,  and  none  over  ^Ib. 

Again,  some  authorities  swear  by  a  double- 
handed  rod,  and  fierce  controversy  has  arisen  over 
double  V.  single.  I  would  like  to  see  someone 
handle  a  14ft.  or  15ft.  rod  on  a  rough  river  where 
wading  is  necessary  and  a  landing-net  essential ! 

The  Bann  fishes  best  with  the  wind  from  a 
northerly  point,  as  it  then  blows  up  stream.  A 
southerly  or  south-westerly  wind  comes  down 
stream,  and  these  are  the  prevailing  summer  winds 
in  Ireland.  To  fish  up  with  worm  against  those  winds 
is  heartbreaking — you  either  fail  to  get  your  worm 
sufiiciently  in  front  or  you  flick  it  off.  To  fish 
down  is  a  trifle  better,  but  it  is  not  very  satisfactory. 
One  morning  I  turned  out  before  breakfast  in  a 
drizzhng  rain,  with  a  fairly  strong  breeze  from  the 
south.  Wading  out  a  good  distance,  I  began  at 
the  head  of  a  long  streamy  pool,  and,  letting  out 
plenty  of  line,  twice  the  length  of  the  rod  or  more, 
I  threw  to  the  far  side  of  the  stream,  and  let  it  travel 
down  and  sweep  round  to  a  straight  line  below  me. 
As  sure  as  ever  the  line  got  to  the  full  stretch  a  tug 
would  come,  but  no  fish.  All  kinds  of  dodges  were 
tried,  such  as  paying  out  a  little  line  slowly  or 
holding  a  little  slack  in  one  hand  and  letting  go  at 
the  first  touch.  Perhaps  the  most  successful  way 
was  to  hold  the  rod  low,  the  point  towards  the  water 
andjin  a  straight  line  with  the  reel-line.  It  was 
very  tantalising  at  best,  but  somehow  I  got  four 
fish  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  none  less  than 
•Jib.  weight,  but  I  never  did  so  well  again  under  like 
circumstances.  The  trout  were  evidently  taking 
well  that  morning. 

Day  by  day  the  river  shrunk  a  little,  and  it 
became  plain  that  the  trout  were  not  taking  the 
worm  Well — in  fact,  they  were  taking  it  very  badly. 
The  doctor  was  doing  much  better  with  the  dry  fly, 
but  even  that  failed,  so  one  hot  afternoon,  with  a 
puff  of  air  from  the  north-west,  we  determined  to 
try  the  natural  fly.  John  Dory. 

(To  be  continued.) 


"THE  WILD  FLOWEES  OF  SEL- 
BOENE,  AND  OTHER  PAPERS."* 

This  volume  consists  of  a  reprint  of  papers 
which  appeared  originally  in  the  Cornhill,  Temple 
Bar,  Chambers'  Journal,  etc.  It  comprises  chapters 
on  "  The  Wild  Flowers  of  Selborne,"  an  account  of 
the  life  of  Gilbert  White,  "  The  Uses  of  Simples," 
"  Pot  Herbs,"  "  Wild  Flowers  " — all  doubtless  of 
great  interest  to  botanists — an  account  of  Mary 
Kich,  Countess  of  Warwick,  Izaak  Walton,  etc.,  etc. 

The  chapter  which  has  most  interest  for  us  is  one 
which  has  no  reference  to  the  main  subject  of  the 
work  ;  it  is  entitled  "  Izaak  Walton  at  Droxford." 
The  main  object  of  this  interesting  chapter  is  to 
show,  what  his  biographers  seem  to  have  over- 
looked, that  the  last  years  of  Walton's  Ufe  were 
spent  with  his  daughter  Anne  and  his  son-in-law. 
Dr.  Wilham  Hawkins,  who  was  Prebendary  of 
Winchester,  and  also,  as  Mr.  Vaughan  has  recently 
discovered.  Rector  of  Droxford  ;  and  he  infers  that 
Izaak  Walton  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his 
closing  years  partly  in  the  canon's  house  at  Win- 
chester and  partly  in  the  rectory  at  Droxford,  and 
not,  as  his  biographers  had  imagined,  with  Bishop 
Morley  at  Wolvesey  Palace— the  building  of  which 
was  not  in  fact  finished  at  the  time  of  Walton's 
death.  It  may  interest  our  readers  to  give  the 
following  dates  of  the  various  episodes  in  Walton's 
ong  career.  Izaak  Walton  was  born  at  Stafford 
August  9,  1593.  From  1624  to  1644  he  resided 
in  Fleet-street,  carrying  on  business  as  a  "  sempster  " 
or  hnendraper.  There  his  fitrst  wife  died,  and  there 
he  wrote  the  "  Life  of  Dr.  Donne."  In  1644,  in  his 
fifty-first  year,  he  retired  from  business,  "  deeming 
London  a  dangerous  place  for  honest  men  to  live 
in."  He  returned  for  a  time  to  his  native  town  of 
Stafford.    In  1646  he  married  his  second  wife, 

*  By  Jolin  "Vaughan,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Droxford 
and  Hon.  Canon  of  Winchester.  London :  Jolin 
Lane,  The  Bodley  Head. 


Anne  Ken,  half-sister  to  Thomas  Ken,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  A  few  years  later  he 
wrote  the  "  Life  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton,"  and  in 
1653  "  The  Compleat  Angler."  He  is  supposed  to 
have  then  been  residing  at  Stafford,  and  afterwards 
in  Clerkenwell.  In  1662  his  second  wife  died, 
leaving  him  with  two  children,  Anne,  aged  fifteen, 
and  Izaak,  aged  eleven,  afterwards  Canon  of  Salis- 
bury Cathedral.  In  that  year  he  visited  Bishop 
Morley,  where  he  wrote  the  lives  of  Mr.  Richard 
Hooker  and  Mr.  George  Herbert.  In  1676  his 
daughter  Anne  was  married  to  Dr.  William  Hawkins, 
and  with  them  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  1678  appeared  his  "  Life  of  Dr.  Robert  Sander- 
son," and  he  passed  away  on  December  15,  1683. — 
Publishers'  Circular. 


THE  RECORD  TAKE  OF 

HAMPSHIRE  AVON  SALMON. 

Mb.  "A.  G.  Campbell,  on  May  1,  beat  all  the  rod- 
fi.shing  records  for  salmon,  for  one  day's  fishing,  on 
the  Hampshire  Avon.  Mr.  Hayter,  the  keeper,  sent 
me  a  photograph  of  the  fish,  three  brace  of  lovely 
fresh-run  fish — every  salmon  angler  will  say,  "  What 


shores  were  lined  with  spruce  and  pine.  It  was 
truly  an  ideal  spot  on  the  scarred  surface  of  this  old 
earth,  and  it  was  little  wonder  that  it  appealed  to 
the  kind  and  whole-souled  spirit  of  Reuben  Wood. 
That  stream  is  a  little  changed  now.  The  shadows 
along  its  winding,  noisy  route  are  not  as  dense  or 
dreamy  or  friendly  as  they  used  to  be.  The  cool 
green  twilight  is  gone,  and  as  the  waters  fall  care- 
lessly over  the  moss-covered  stones  into  the  deep 
black  pools  where  the  trout  abound,  the  gurgle  is 
not  as  loud,  the  music  not  as  sweet,  and  the  song  of 
the  forest  not  as  true  as  it  was  in  the  happy  days 
of  long  ago,  when  the  woodman's  axe  had  sought 
it  not. 

During  the  summer  of  1905,  while  making  a 
trip  through  the  solitary  regions  so  often  visited 
by  Reuben  Wood  on  his  journeys  into  the  wilder- 
ness, I  happened  upon  the  spot  where  the  carved 
rock  lifts  its  head  above  the  cool,  slow-running 
waters,  and  could  not  refrain  from  taking  a  picture 
of  it  with  the  background  it  had  upon  that  sunlit 
afternoon  in  September.  A  year  ago  every  spot 
along  the  banks  of  Sucker  Brook  were  just  as  he 
had  left  them  ;  but  as  the  plaintive  cry  of  a  loon 
came  to  me  across  the  waters  of  the  big  sky-coloured 
lake  at  my  feet,  I  could  not  help  but  think  that  were 


171b. 


211b. 


■2711). 


361b. 


191b. 


18U). 


Six  Hampshibb  Avon  Salmon,  weighing  141  lb.,  caught  at  Ringwood,  on  May  1,  1906, 

BY  Mr.  a.  G.  Campbell. 


a  handsome,  shapely  lot !  " — weighing  respectively 
171b.,  181b.,  191b.,  241b.,  271b.,  and  361b.  Mr. 
Campbell  tells  me  he  caught  them  all  on  the  prawn , 
and  using  a  No.  5  Gamage  "  Roach  "  line  on  his 
Malloch  reel.  (It  was  on  their  finest  No.  3  that  he 
killed  his  401b.  Tay  fish.)  There  was  far  more  skill 
than  luck  about  this  capture  on  such  fine  tackle. 
Mr.  Campbell  said  the  fish  were  so  keen  on  the 
prawn  that  he  evidently  took  every  fish  then  in  the 
pools,  as  he  fished  three  days  after  without  a  touch. 
The  prawn  is  not  allowed  until  May  1. 

R.  B.  M. 


THE  REUBEN  WOOD  MEMORIAL. 


On  the  north  bank  of  Sucker  Brook,  just  where 
it  empties  into  the  fretful  waters  of  Cranberry  Lake, 
in  the  Adirondacks,  there  stands  a  huge  flat-faced 
piece  of  granite,  weather-beaten  and  grey,  upon 
which  is  carved  a  tribute  to  Reuben  Wood,  the  far- 
famed  fisherman  and  lover  of  Nature,  who  had 
chosen  this  brook  as  one  of  his  favourite  streams. 

In  those  days  the  wilderness  was  imbroken  and 
the  tangle  of  the  forest  was  of  Nature's  making,  not 
man's.    The  waters  of  the  brook  ran  wild,  and  the 


he  to  look  upon  them  to-day,  his  friendly,  cheerful 
eyes  would  hardly  r  cognise  the  old  loved  haimts, 
and  he  would  bow  h'  s  head  and  turn  away,  and  not 
a  word  would  pass  his  hps — that  were  wont  to  be  his 
way.  It  is,  we  are  told,  only  one  of  the  prints  left 
in  the  sand  of  time  by  the  foot  of  a  man  as  he  trudges 
on  to  a  higher  hfe,  a  more  worldly  civilisation. — 
E.  C.  Katz,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 

[An  illustration  in  Forest  and  Stream  shows  the 
big  granite  boulder  memorial  to  dear  old  "  Reub." 
surrounded  by  logs  and  the  buildings  of  a  saw- 
mill. Although  it  was  in  1883,  it  seems  but  a 
httle  while  since  Mr.  Wood  was  over  here  making 
himself  beloved  by  all  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  him.  I  shall  always  have  pleasant  memories 
of  fishing  and  fly-casting  with  him. — R.  B.  M.] 


A  London  'bus-driver  had  shouted,  '"Igh 
'Oborn  !  "  says  a  writer  in  the  Daily  News,  till  the 
passenger  on  the  seat  behind  him  could  no  longer 
resist  the  temptation  to  make  a  joke.  "  Excuse  me," 
said  the  passenger,  '  but  haven't  you  dropped 
something  1  "  "  I  see  wot  you're  driving  at," 
returned  the  driver,  keenly,  "but  never  mind  ;  I 
shall  pick  it  up  whSiTwe  get  to  Hoxford-street." 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

MamifaGtiirer  of  eYery  descripdon  of  Fisliiiig  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  f  orld. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTMBB  MBDAL8  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  saperloi  to  BpUt  CuMi 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft,  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  tiom  9  oxs.  to  13  oza, ;  yerj  powertnl, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tront* 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  la  nsed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioai. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  snit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

A3  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmoo, 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  few  uasolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marreUoas.  1  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
'  E.  S.,  Ne;i7  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  1  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  la  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  latted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H— — —  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28.  scon  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of 
High -class  Fishing  Tackle. 


THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD,  Shaped  Cork 
21/-  Grip,  9  to  12  ft.,  in  Greenheart  and  Blue  Mahoe,  21/- 

These  Bods  are  second  to  none  for  beauty  of  action. 

35/-      THE  COMPOSITE  ROD,  BUILT  CANE  TOP,  35/- 
42/-    THE  PERFECTION  BUILT  CANE  ROD,  42/- 
THE  1904  WHOLE  CANE  2-JOINT  TROUT  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in. 
12/6  to  10  ft.,  powerful,  ligrht,  beautifully  balanced,  12/6 

Special  Attention  Is  paid  to  our  Fly  Department.  Customers' 
Patterns  accurately  Dressed. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  2/-  per  dozen. 

SALMON  FLIES  ARE  A  SPECIALITY. 

FINE  UNDRAWN  GUT  CASTS,  10/-  per  dozen. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

FairforI),  April  24, 18CW.— "  Many  thanks  for  sending  Flies  so  promptly,  they  are  beautifully 
dres«ed.   Please  send  following  May  Flies."— A.  S.  "'u.ij. 

Strouj>,  April  27.— "Am  sending  you  one  of  your  Multums  to  varnish,  it  is  one  of  the 
best  rods  I  ever  had.  — Rev.  P.  S. 

ILLUSTRATED    LISTS  GRATIS. 


In  HANDSOME  CLOTH,  Gilt  Top,   Price  3/6  net;  or  in 
LIMP  LEATHER,  Gilt,  5/-  net. 


FISHING  for  PLEASURE  and! 
CATCHING  IT,  by  the  amateur  angler, 

has  been  most  favourably  reviewed  In  the 
following,  being  the  best  and  leading  literary 
and  general  newspa/ters  in  Great  Britain  and 
America 


THE  TIMES  -  SPECTA  TOR- A  THEN/EUM  -  PUNCH-MORNING 
POST— THE  TRIBUNE-PALL  MALL  GAZETTE—THE  FIELD-WEST- 
MINSTER GAZETTE  DAILY  NEWS-DAILY  TELEGRAPH-DAILY 
MAIL-DAILY  GRAPHIC— TRUTH-THE  WORLD-THE  GRAPHIC- 
LITERARY  WORLD-EVENING  STANDARD  CHRISTIAN  GLOBE- 
BAZA  AR-ACADEMY— SHEFFIELD  DAILY  TELEGRAPH  BAPTIST 
-ILLUSTRATED  SPORTING  AND  DRAMATIC-BOOKSELLER-PUB- 
LISHERS' CIRCULAR-EVENING  NEWS  -  NEWCASTLE  JOURNAL 
—AMERICAN  ANGLER-DAILY  C  H  R  O  N I C  LE—M  A  N  C  H  EST  ER 
COURIER-FINANCIAL  NEWS-NOTTINGHAM  DAILY  EXPRESS- 
FISHING  GAZETTE-SCOTSMAN -MORNING  LEADER-FOREST 
AND  STREAM  (New  York)-OBSERVER-COUNTY  GENTLEMAN- 
COUNTRY  LIFE  NEWSAGENT  CHRISTIAN  GLOBE-IRISH  TIMES 
-LEEDS  MERCURY  ABERDEEN  FREE  PRESS-Ana  Many  Others. 


LONDON  :  T.  WERNER  LAURIE,  Clifford's  Inn,  EX. 


TRADK  ORDERS  must  lie  sent  to  Mr.  Laurie  as  above. 
N.B.    Orders  with  P.O.O.  for  full  price  may  be  sent  to  Mr.  LARDENT,  St. 
r>unstan's  Hou.se,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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ME.  J.  E.  MILLEK'S  FISHING 
TACKLE,  ETC. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

r  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  the  well-known  Yorkshire 
sportsman,  is,  I  am  glad  to  hear,  recovering  from 
his  long  illness,  but  I  tear  it  will  be  some  time  before 


surprising  the  power  these  rods  develop.  They  are 
fully  fitted,  cork  grip  and  suction  joints,  two  tops 
in  hollow  landing-net  handle,  Opt.,  weight  4Joz.  ; 
lOift.,  5|oz."  This  rod  is  priced  at  £3,  and  a 
similar  rod  of  same  weight  in  greenheart  at  half  the 
price.  Here,  then,  is  another  good  solid  proof  that 
the  agitation  for  powerful  light  rods  has  had  its 
effect  even  in  remote  provincial  villages  like  Middlc- 


5foz.  rod,  which  has  killed  scores  of  trout  up  to 
31b.  and  a  few  over.  I  should  feel  quite  safe  with 
it,  even  with  the  Costa  fish,  which  run  large  and 
are  strong  fighters.  At  least,  they  did  run  large, 
but  I  fear  that  since  bait  fishing  has  been  allowed 
I'hey  have  gone  down  in  numbers  and  weight. 

I  think  the  best  multiplier  reel  now  on  the 
m  irkct  in  this  country  is  the  patent  "  Roffitt- 


"  J.  E.  M."  ON  THE  River  Cover. 


The  "J.  E.  M."  "Carry-All"  Fly  and  Tackle  Book. 


1 

\ 

511 

) 

I 

The  "  Wilson,"  Non- 
Splashing  Minnow  Can 
(Registered). 


The  "  HoRSFiELD  Combination  ' 
Creel. 


Bag  AND 


Miller's  Dubbing  and  Material 'Book. 


The  "Perfect"  Disgorger. 


he  will  again  be  able  to  wade  his  favourite  trout 
stream,  the  Cover,  as  depicted  in  our  illustration. 
His  new  catalogue  contains  .something  to  suit  every 
,class  of  angler,  and  appears  to  be  well  up-to-date  ; 
■for  instance,  on  page  9,  we  have  a  full  description 
of  a  "  Zephyr  "  split-cane  rod  made  from  9ift.  to 
lO^ft.  in  length,  built  for  lightness  and  strength 
combined,  therefore  only  the  very  best  material  is 
used.    "  Considering  the  extreme  lightness,  it  is 


ham  and  Leeds.  The  amusing  thing  about  it  is 
the  way  most  of  our  makers  kind  of  apologise  for 
making  these  light  rods ;  even  Mr.  Miller  says,  "You 
will, see  we  are  making  a  special  point  of  4Joz.  to 
S.Voz.  rods,  but  for  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  as  a  rule, 
something  more  fowerful  is  required."  I  have  fished 
the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Rye,  Dove,  Derwent,  Costa,  and 
other  Yorkshire  streams,  and  I  can  assure  Mr.  Miller 
that  I  would  not  want  anything  better  than  my 


Moore  Rapid  "  {see  illustration).  It  is  a  very  quick 
winder,  with  a  silent  check,  and  carries  forty  yards 
of  double  taper  line.  One  of  the  first  trout  reels  I 
ever  possessed  was  presented  to  me  by  an  angler 
in  the  sixties — he  having  read  Mr.  Francis  Francis's 
condemnation  of  the  multiplier  and  his  advice  to 
anglers  who  had  got  one  to  "  give  it  away."  I 
fished  for  years  with  that  old  brass  multiplier, 
and  never  had  the  least  trouble  with  it.    As  Mr. 
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PWliller  points  out,  the  great  advantage  of  a  good 
multiplier  is  that  it  enables  you  so  quickly  to  get 
in  line  and  get  control  over  your  fish.  It  is  quite 
true  that  you  have  not  so  much  power  if  you  want 
to  wind  in  a  fish  as  if  it  were  on  a  fixed  pole,  but 
that  is  not  necessary  ;  you  simply  raise  and  lower 
the  rod  as  you  play  the  fish,  and  wind  in  as  you 
lower  it.  This-  is  how  tarpon  anglers  kill  their 
monsters  on  their  multiphers.  The  Ref&tt-Moore  is 
a  handsome  reel,  well  made,  extremely  simple,  and 
strong,  and  very  moderate  in  price,  namely,  25s. 
in  gun  metal,  and  30s.  in  aluminium  gun  metal 
bushed. 

The  "J.  E.  M."  "Carry- All"  Fly  and  Tackle 
Book  is  thus  described  :— "  Bound  in  strong  hide, 
with  large  pocket  and  loops  for  scissors,  tweezers, 
etc.  Waterproof  pocket  fitted  with  felt  pads  for 
damping  casts.  Four  large  parchment  pockets  to 
carry  casts,  and  nineteen  fly  pockets.  Rustless 
metal  clips  for  seventy-eight  eyed  trout  and  sea- 
trout  flies,  and  twenty  salmon  flies,  fastened  on 
strong  celluloid  sheet  with  bound  frame  to  prevent 
the  flies  being  damaged.  Tackle  box  at  end  with 
adjustable  divisions  to  carry  seven  artificial  baits 
of  trout  or  salmon  size.  Very  compact,  measuring 
only  Sin.  by  5in.  by  2in.    Price  25s." 

It  is  a  good  idea,  well  carried  out,  and  will  last 
for  many  years. 

The  "  Wilson  "  Non-Splashing  IVIinnow  Can. 
(Registered.) 
This  is  ^n  article  that  will  be  appreciated  by  all 
fishermen  who  have  experienced  the  diSiculty  of 
carrying  live  minnows.  This  non-splashing  can 
may  ba  strapped  to  the  waist,  or  carried  in  the 
pocket,  it  only  measuring  Bin.  by  3jin.  When 
carrying  the  water  splashed  up  is  caught  by  the 
wire  gauze,  and  dripping  constantly,  keeps  the  water 
well  suppUed  with  air.  The  tray  which  holds  the 
minnows  is  drawn  up  by  the  wires,  and  "  just  the 
minnow  you  want  "  can  be  picked  out.  Made  from 
strong  zinc,  it  is  rustless,  and  weighs  only  about 
lOoz.    Price  4s.    Postage  4d.  extra. 

The  "  HoESFiELD  Combination  "  Bag  and  Ckeel. 

Unlike  all  other  combination  bag  and  baskets, 
the  wicker  portion  is  carried  in  front,  and  this  being 
so  hght  it  does  not  press  in  to  the  side  when  the 
bag  is  filled.  The  creel  is  easily  detached,  and  the 
bag  portion  may  be  used  separately  if  required. 
Straps  are  fitted  on  the  under  side  to  carry  water- 
proof. The  bag  has  expanding  sides  and  bottom, 
and  will  carry  waders,  etc.,  and  the  basket  is  large 
enough  to  carry  about  81b.  of  fish.  Its  lightness  is 
also  a  special  feature,  the  whole  only  weighing 
about  20oz.    It  is  very  cheap  and  good. 

Miller's  DtrsBiNG  and  Material  Book. 

This  is  a  roan-covered  book,  size  7in.  by  5in., 
containing  pockets  and  places  for  scissors,  etc.,  also 
a  box  for  odd  things,  and  three  small  bottles  for 
varnish,  etc.,  parchment  pockets  for  feathers,  large 
•  and  small,  hooks,  silks,  dubbing,  etc.  It  can  be  had 
furnished  with  good  assortment  of  feathers,  silks, 
and  dubbings. 

The  "  Perfect "  Disgorger,  made  from  aluminium, 
will  extract  a  treble  hook  or  fly  from  the  mouth  of 
a  trout  or  a  smallest  size  roach  hook. 

Mr.  Miller  has  a  great  variety  of  rods  for  all 
kinds  of  fishing,  including  sea  fishing,  and  being  a 
thoroughly  practical  angler  hioxself  he  knows  what 
anglers  require,  and  he  gives  it  at  most  moderate 
prices.  R.  B.  Marston. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  wrrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
in  parts  received  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  and  it 
badly  needed  it.  Sport  amongst  trout  has  been 
exceedingly  poor,  very  few  fish  having  been  caught. 
Since  my  last  report,  however,  Mr.  Sam  Lockhart, 
at  Chertaey,  has  had  a  fish  of  31b.  Soz.  Mr.  Agnew 
has  taken  one  of  41b.  at  Mudrneiiham.  Lumsden, 
at  Datchet,  it  is  reported,  has  hooked  and  lost 
a  big  trout,  whilst  at  Pangbourue  a  lOlb.  pike  took 
the  angler's  bait.  At  Marlow  a  chub  estimated  at 
()lb.  was  hooked  by  Mr.  Yatea.  There  should  be 
better  chances  for  getting  a  trout  during  the  coming 
week. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thamea  (Henley). — Sport  among  the  trout  ha,s 
again  been  quiet  during  the  past  week,  a  brace  of 
small  ones  and  another  of  a  retainable  size  is  all 
that  has  been  done.   The  recent  raio,  which  was 
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badly  needed,  should  greatly  improve  matters,  and 
with  the  warm  weather  we  are  having,  I  shall 
expect  to  hear  of  the  capture  of  one  or  two  good 
fish  during  the  coming  week.  There  are  two  good 
fish  to  be  had  for  those  who  have  the  time  to  spare 
between  Phillimore  Island  and  Shiplake  Hole.  The 
fish  at  the  latter  place,  I  am  told,  is  quite  alO-pounder, 
and  takes  its  meals  during  the  morning  ;  needless  to 
say  it  is  waited  upon  daily,  and  my  advice  to  those 
who  think  of  trying  for  this  specimen  is  to  get  there 
early,  or  you  may  find  another  angler  besides  the 
"  Scout "  there  already,  as  this  fish  is  being  very 
carefully  watched.    Mr.  J.  F.  Green,  fishing  with 

G.  Arlett,  has  taken  two  small  trout,  one  of  which 
was  only  half  an  inch  under  the  takeable  size,  and 
were  carefully  returned  to  grow  larger. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Blagdou  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  May  5  : — On  April  30,  Mr.  C.  Luxmore  Drew 
had  five  trout,  51b..  21b.  8oz.,  4lb.,  41b.  4oz  ,  and 
31b.  8oz.  (boat);  Mr.  Harvie,  one,  31b.  (boat); 
Mr.  J.  Charrington,  one,  31b.  lOoz.  (bank) ;  Mr. 
Appleton,  one,  41b.  8oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  R.  Bowring, 
two,  21b.  2oz.  and  41b.  4oz.  (boat);  and  Mr.  H. 
Carter  Webber,  two,  31b.  and  31b.  12oz.  (boat). 
On  May  1,  Mr.  M.  B.  Castle,  two,  4lb.  4oz.  and  3lb. 
(boat) ;  Mrs.  Castle,  one,  41b.  (boat) ;  Mr.  A.  Pitt- 
man,  one,  1  lb.  14oz.  (bank) ;  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall, 
one,  31b.  (boat).  On  May  3,  Mr.  E.  H.  C.  Smith, 
one,  31b.  Soz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  C.  C.  Mumby,  one, 
31b.  4oz.  (bank) ;  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Scarth,  one, 
1  lb.  6oz.  (bank).  On  May  4,  Mr.  T.  L.  Evans,  one, 
21b.  Soz.  (bank) ;  and  Dr.  Crowe,  one,  31b.  (bank). 
On  May  5,  Mr.  W.  J.  R.  Poole,  one,  1  lb.  14oz. 
(boat);  Dr.  Eraser,  two,  31b.  4oz.  and  31b.  (boat); 
Mr.  W.  Pine  and  friend,  two,  21b.  Soz.  and  31b.  Soz. 
(boat) ;  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Dix,  one,  51b.  2oz.  (bank). 
The  weather  for  the  past  fortnight  has  been  very 
unfavourable  for  anglers  —  the  wind  cold  and 
squally,  and  not  more  than  an  hour  at  any  point. 
To-day's  rain,  I  hope,  will  mend  weathers,  and 
bring  the  fish  nearer  shore. — Donald  Garb. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Diatriot).  —  The  welcome 
rain  of  last  week  has  had  the  effect  of  improving 
the  fishing,  and  the  fish  have  been  on  the  run. 
On  May  6  and  7  several  salmon  were  seen  going 
through  the  fish  pass  at  the  weir  to  the  higher 
waters.  Several  good  hauls  have  been  obtained 
by  the  weir  fishermen,  who  have  this  week  placed 
seven  fish  over  the  weir  as  per  the  arrangement 
made  with  the  Dart  Angling  Association.  One  or 
two  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  creeled,  Mr. 

H.  Searle,  of  Staverton,  getting  a  nice  dish.  Mr. 
Cornish,  of  Black  Rock,  has  killed  three  salmon, 
making  a  total  of  twelve  to  his  account  this  season. 
Mr.  J.  MlUman,  of  Buckfastleigh,  fishing  in  the 
Nursery  Pool,  on  May  4,  landed  two  salmon,  one 
scaling  101b.  and  the  other  71b. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  There 
has  been  heavy  rain  since  the  week  end,  and  the 
rivers  are  now  in  flood.  Kelt  and  smelt  are  now 
dropping  down  to  the  sea,  and  at  Seaton  Mill  the 
first  experiment  by  the  Derwent  Fishery  Board  in 
the  marking  of  salmon  has  taken  place,  nine  female 
fish  having  attached  to  their  dorsal  fins  the  label 3 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  There  was  a 
small  hatch  of  grannom  on  the  afternoon  of  May  7, 
so  that  an  abundance  of  insect-fed  trout  may  be 
expected  shortly  to  come  into  the  pink  of  condition. 
Fair  fishings  have  been  made,  Mr.  Cyril  Watson  and 
Mr.  J.  F.  A.  Robertson- Walker  taking  some  nice 
trout  on  the  Angling  Association  water.  Mr.  T. 
Walker  made  a  good  creel  on  the  Armathwaite  Hall 
water.  Sport  has  been  good  on  Derwentwater 
Lake,  a  dozen  or  so  of  good  trout  being  landed  with 
fly,  the  heaviest,  one  of  4Jlb.,  falling  to  Mr.  Hill. 
Crummock  has  not  been  fished  much  yet,  nor  have 
many  rods  been  out  on  Bassenthwaite,  Ennerdale, 
or  Wastwater. — Black  Tom. 

Devonahire  Streama. — The  Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Notley 
(rural  dean)  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  Avon 
and  Erme  Conservators,  and  Colonel  Wise  and  Mr. 
H.  L.  Jenkins,  vice-chairmen.  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer, 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  has  paid  a  visit  to  the  Avon  and  caught 
fifty-two  salmon  which  were  marked  on  the  dorsal 
fia  with  oxidised  labels,  and  returned  to'  the  water 
again.  The  largest  fish  weighed  nearly  251b.  and 
was  3ft.  7in.  in  length.  The  Okement,  Lew,  and  Tor- 
ridgo  have  risen  somewhat  and  sport  has  been 
better.  There  are  a  good  many  rods  on  the  water, 
and  wormers  "  have  been  most  successful.  Some 
good  baskets  have  been  had  on  tho  Carey. — 
Devonian. 

Eak  (Whitby). — Although  rain  has  fallen  in  the 
district  at  periods  during  the  past  week,  the  down- 
fall has  been  totally  inefficient  to  materially  affect 
this  river,  which,  owing  to  its  low  and  clear  con- 
dition, affords  but  little  prospect  of  remunerative 
sport.  (After '  a  spell  of  bright,  warm  weather 
changed  conditions  have  supervened  once  more, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  cold  jwinds  are  again 
prevalent.    A  few  isolated  catches  are  recorded  for 
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the  week,  and  Mr.  J.  Appleton  grassed  twelve  brace 
of  trout.  The  prospects  for  tho  coming  week  are 
poor.  Sea  angling  has  only  a  limited  number  of 
votaries,  and  catches  generally  are  only  moderate. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — Some  trout  have 
been  taken  in  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries  up  stream 
worm  fishing,  and  with  Blue  Upright,  Coachman, 
Pheasant  Tail,  and  Stone  Fly.  Sea  fisliing  at 
Exmouth  and  around  the  neighbouring  coast  is  now 
improving,  fine  pollack  being  caught  at  the  Exmouth 
Pier  and  Strait  Point.  Prospects  are  now  improving 
— good  catches  off  the  pier  have  been  secured,  while 
the  mullet  in  the  Exmouth  Dock  are  plentiful. 
Flatfish  are  also  being  caught  outside  the  pier  and 
in  the  bight. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  weather 
has  been  very  wet  and  boisterous,  but  has  improved 
very  considerably,  and  it  is  quite  warm  now.  The 
hatch  of  flies  has  been  a  splendid  one.  The  fish  are 
all  near  the  surface  now,  and  are  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  fish  this  year 
will  not  look  at  any  kind  of  minnow  and  trolling 
for  them  is  a  sheer  waste  of  time.  Messrs.  Hart 
and  Lythall  killed  five  each  on  May  2,  and  Messrs. 
Malpass,  Everett  and  Jones  three  each.  On  May  3, 
Mr.  Malpass  killed  nine,  Messrs.  Everett,  Jones 
and  Lythall  four  each,  and  Mr.  Morgan  two.  On 
May  4,  Messrs.  Everett  and  Morgan  had  sixteen, 
Mr.  Hart  four,  and  Mr.  Lythall  two.  On  May  6, 
Messrs.  Hart  and  Chadwick  killed  six  each,  and  on 
May  8,  Mr.  Russell  had  six  Mr.  Malpass  killed 
150  fish  in  two  weeks. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntariea. — Some  more  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Lea,  principally  at  Ware  and 
Hertford.  No  captures  are  yet  recorded  from  Rye 
House  or  St.  Margaret's,  but  trout  have  been  seen 
moving  there.  At  Ware,  Mr.  Hammond  has  landed 
a  trout  of  over  31b.,  and  at  Hertford  Mr.  Currell, 
jun.,  has  secured  a  brace  of  trout,  and  one  trout 
from  the  Beane.  The  river  is  fresher,  but  more 
rain  is  wanted.  Coarse  fish  are  spawning. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominsteo:)  —Both  streams 
have  been  greatly  improved  by  some  heavy  falls  of 
rain,  which  has  refreshed  the  river  and  made  the 
trout  more  on  the  feed.  It  has  turned  quite  warm, 
and  trout  rise  better  at  the  fly.  Angling  has  been 
more  brisk,  a  fair  number  being  out  and  using  fly, 
and  some  good-sized  trout  have  been  landed,  and 
the  fish  are  getting  Luto  better  condition. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — At  present  time 
of  reporting  (May  9),  there  is  a  good  head  of  water 
in  the  river,  and  it  is  perfect  for  fly  fishing.  On 
May  5,  a  rough  showery  day  with  strong  south  wind, 
trout  moved  well  in  the  afternoon,  and  sport  was 
had  all  along  the  river.  Four  rods,  fishing  between 
Fenny  Bridges  and  Honiton,  basketed  seven  brace, 
and  lower  down  on  the  RoUe  Estate  water  a  rod  got 
four  brace  of  good  fish.  Your  reporter  took  2^ 
bj:ace  near  Ottery  St.  Mary  (best  fish  lib.).  For 
the  last  two  days,  however,  the  trout  have  not 
moved  at  all,  owing  to  the  presence  of  thunder  in 
the  air.  There  are  signs  of  more  rain  in  the  near 
future.  The  Iron  Blues  and  Olives  have  been  on 
the  water. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  frequent  showers  we  have  had 
have  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  rivers.  The  Tavy 
rose  about  two  feet,  and  several  peal  have  been 
taken.  These  fish  that  have  been  lying  in  the  lower 
waters  for  so  long  have  at  last  gone  up  stream,  and 
one  pool  between  Virtuous  Lady  and  Tavistock 
has  about  thirty  fish  in  it.  There  has  been  some 
good  sport  on  the  various  tributaries  of  the  Dart, 
and  no  doubt  some  salmon  will  have  made  their 
way  up  to  the  moor.  Sport  on  the  Fowey  has  not 
been  good  during  the  week. — William  EEearder. 

Snaaez  Rivera  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  has  changed  for  the  better,  and  the  days 
are  ^summer-like.  Rain  has  freshened  up  streams 
and'  rivers,  but  visitors  to  the  Ouse  at  Fletching 
and  Barcombe  have  not  been  successful  among  the 
trout.  A  few  brace  have  been  taken  from  our 
western  streams  up  to  21b.,  but  principally  with 
minnow,  as  here  we  have  no  rise  of  May  Fly. 
Harbour  fishing  has  been  remunerative.  Smelt  are 
now  in  their  full  strength,  and  anglers  are  taking 
any  number  of  dozens  per  rod,  pulling  them  out 
three  at  a  time,  and  fish  up  to  G^in.  Bass  are 
plentiful,  and  large  white  trout  more  numerous  in 
the  upper  waters  than  for  some  years  past. 
Flounders  are  getting  into  condition  and  are  large 
and  plentiful.  Plaice  and  eels  are  feeding  well. — 
Geokgk  F.  Saltek. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Tlie  net  fidiermon  complain 
seriously  of  the  scarcity  of  fresh  salmon  ruiming 
up,  but  consternation  was  experienced  on  May  ti 
by  the  numbers  of  salmon  jumping  as  they  came 
into  the  tidal  waters  returning  back  from  the 
spawning  beds.  One  gentleman  assured  me  he 
hooked  many  well  mended  kelts,  but  withstood 
the  temptation  of  baggiog  them.  Should  the  rain 
continue  the  rivers  will  be  free  from  kelts  for  some 
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time.  Trout  fishing  has  improved,  and  srood  catches 
have  been  made  with  the  Badger,  Blue  Upright,  and 
Cutcliffe's  No.  17  Fly.  I  heard  of  a  good  number 
taken  one  day  last  week  with  worm. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — The  river  has  been  high, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  in  splendid  order.  Scores 
of  salmon  have  been  seen  coming  over  the  fish  pa^s, 
and  when  the  water  settles  down  to  its  normal  level 
good  sport  should  be  the  rule.  Some  very  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  the  local 
people.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water  of 
three  weeks  ago  visitors  are  few  and  far  between. — 
Vio. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  in  good  order. 
Fishing  in  the  water  below  paper  mills  at  the  end 
of  last  week  an  angler  landed  close  upon  101b.  of 
trout  with  the  live  minnow.  Near  Ludford  Bridge 
some  good-sized  trout  have  been  caught  with  worm. 
In  the  water  along  the  Folley  trout  Jib.  each 
■  have  been  caught.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  in  good 
order. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  is  now  in  capital 
order  for  fly  fishing,  and  prospects  for  sport  im- 
proving with  the  warmer  weather.  On  April  fi,  7, 
and  8  some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken,  chiefly 
with  the  Blue  Dun  and  the  Iron  Blue. — Green 
Insect. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sontli,  and  Nel^hbonrimg 
Blvers. — Sport  during  the  past  week  was  on  the 
improve.  The  recent  heavy  rains  have  cleaned 
most  of  our  rivers,  therefore  making  wading  more 
easy.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tyne  is  in  flood, 
and  the  salmon  are  making  a  straight  run,  so  that 
the  higher  reaches  of  both  the  North  and  South 
Tyne  should  be  in  good  fishing  order.  Some  good 
takes  of  trout  are  reported  from  the  North  Tyne 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chollerford  and  Belling- 
ham  with  minnow  and  worm.    The  Wansbeck  is  in 

food  fishing  trim.  Some  good  trout  have  been 
illed  with  fly  and  minnow.  Spider,  March  Brown, 
and  Greenwell's  Glory  killing  well.  The  Whittle 
Dene  Lakes  are  affording  good  sport  with  fiy,  one 
creel  of  fourteen  trout  wa9  killed  from  morn  to 
closing  time,  all  being  good  fish  and  having  plenty 
of  fight  in  them. — Henry  A.  Murton. 
'  Uak  (17ik). — There  was  a  welcome  rise  in  the 
river  of  about  two  feet  on  May  3,  which  brought  up 
a  number  of  fish,  consequently  the  salmon  anglers 
have  been  pretty  busy,  and  they  have  met  with  a 
fair  amount  of  success.  The  water  is  at  present  in 
capital  condition,  and  should  remain  so  for  some 
time.  The  following  are  the  "kills"  reported: — 
On  May  5,  Mr.  Berrington,  jun.,  one,  in  the  upper 
water;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen.,  one,  131b.,  in  Prioress  Fiat 
(the  first  salmon  caught  on  the  town  water  this 
season) ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Pride,  one,  21  lb.,  in  the 
Whibbs;  Mr.  Russell  Gray,  one,  181b.,  on  the  upper 
water.  On  May  7,  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  one, 
201b.,  on  private  water ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt  lost  a  fish  in 
the  Withy  Bed,  after  playing  it  for  fully  five 
minutes.  On  May  8,  Mr.  J.  G.  Davies,  one,  241b., 
in  the  Rock  Pool ;  Mr.  Sweet-Escott,  one,  21  lb.,  in 
the  George  Stream — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  the  weather,  too, 
has  been  more  favourable  for  angling  pursuits,  and 
a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  on  both  these 
streams.  The  reports  are  more  encouraging  as  some 
very  iii"e  fish  have  been  caught.  'JThose  gentlemen 
who  ill:  ve  fished  the  Wye  have  had  better  sport, 
securing  three  to  five  brace  each,  nearly  all  good 
sized  fish.  The  Chatsworth  fishery,  too,  has 
afforded  better  sport,  this  i  portion  of  the 
Derwent  yielding  about  four  brace  per  rod. 
Also  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  is  improving 
very  much,  several  members  obtaining  nice  baskets 
of  trout.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  fished  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  portion 
of  the  Derwent  and  have  been  rewarded  with 
several  brace  of  nice  trout.  Mr.  W.  King,  fishing 
from  his  balcony,  Matlock  Bath,  on  Saturday 
morning  (May  5)  about  7  a.m.,  hooked  and  landed 
a  splendid  trout,  its  dimensions  being  20in.  long. 
I3in.  girth,  and  weighing  41b.,  taken  with  a 
natural  minnow.  The  prospect  is  much  better,  and 
the  following  flies  should  be  useful :  Yellow  Dun, 
Olive  Dun,  Oak  Fly,  Yellow  Sally,  Sand  Fly,  and 
Mulberry  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — Sir  Thomas  Freke,  Bart., 
on  May  3,  fishing  just  below  Wye  Bridge,  landed 
three  salmon  in  less  than  two  hours,  weighing 
23Jlb.,  17ilb.,  and  91b.,  a  total  of  501b.  He  also 
landed  salmon  on  the  two  following  days,  and  Mr. 
Courteen,  at  Redbrook,  secured  one  scaling  271b. 
—J.  G.  J. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  weather  and  water  are  now  all 
that  could  be  desired  for  trout  fishing,  anglers  are 
therefore  making  the  most  of  it,  and  the  majority 
fishing  these  rivers  and  their  tributary  streams  are 
enjoying  good  sport.  Some  good  baskets  of  fish 
have  been  killed  in  the  Hawes  Association  length. 


On  May  5,  Mr.  Copley  basketed  fifteen  trout  after 
dinner  with  the  fly,  and  Mr.  Bradbury,  jun.,  eight 
at  Aysgarth.  The  best  flies  in  the  neighbourhood 
have  been  the  Checkwing  Dun,  Waterhen 
Bloa,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Dark  Snipe  and 
Orange,  Crimson  Rust,  and  Light  Snipe.  The 
fishing  from  the  Low  Fall  at  Aysgarth  down 
to  Redmire  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
(Sir  William  Chaytor's  wafer)  is  now  private, 
having  been  taken  by  Mr.  Sherman.  Some  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  Lord  Bolton's  water,  below 
Redmire  Falls  to  the  Batt  Islands,  also  between 
Wensley  and  Middleham.  The  most  killing  flies  in 
this  portion  have  been  the  Little  Iron  Blue  or  Dark 
Watchet,  Blue  Partridge.  Waterhen  Bloa,  Poult 
Bloa,  and  Stone  Midge.  The  Swale  has  been  fresh- 
ened up  too,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught  with  the  fly  and  minnow  in  the 
districts  of  Richmond,  Easeby  and  Catterick  Bridge. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  in  excellent  trim  during  the 
last  few  days  ;  in  the  upper  reaches  some  very  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught,  at  Kilnsey  one 
angler  getting  close  upon  twenty  with  the 
fly.  At  Grassington,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods 
and  Ilkley  sport  has  been  on  the  improvement 
and  some  nice  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly. 
Between  Otley,  Pool,  and  Harewood  some  nice 
baskets  have  also  been  taken  with  fly.  Mr.  Chip- 
pendale caught  sixteen  nice  trout  last  week  end. 
On  May  5,  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  met 
at  Leeds.  Some  associations  were  represented 
from  London,  Bradford,  Leeds,  County  Palatine, 
Hull,  Northern  Provincial,  Sheffield  and  York. 
Mr.  J.  Gorrill  took  the  chair.  Mr.  Fox,  Shef- 
field, spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  approaching 
the  railway  companies  with  a  view  to  getting 
anglers'  tickets  issued  for  journeys  of  fifty  miles 
available  f or,five  days.  The  meeting  was  unanimous 
in  its  support.  The  chief  item  of  the  meeting  was 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  Mr.  J.  N.  Green, 
Leeds,  spoke  on  this  matter,  giving  the  reason  why 
the  Leeds  Amalgamation  had  supported  the  Board 
during  the  past  year.  Mr.  Gorrill,  Mr.  Walker, 
and  Mr.  T.  W.  Redford  spoke  very  strongly  on  the 
coarse  fishers  supporting  the  Board,  many  of  whom 
never  have  caught  a  trout.  It  was  decided  to  form 
a  small  committee  to  look  into  the  affairs  and  to  be 
brought  up  at  another  meeting.  Next  year  the 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Bolton.  AH  the  retiring 
officers  were  re-elected.  Prospects  for  present 
cannot  be  better,  and  sport  should  be  good  during 
the  coming  week. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Messrs. 
H.  Wood  and  C.  Nicol,  fishing  the  Tay,  on  May  5, 
caught  eighteen  trout,  9Jlb.,  and  Messrs.  L.  Wood 
and  J.  Nicol,  on  May  7,  fifteen  trout,  11  lb. 

Beanly. — Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Eraser,  of 
Lovat,  fished  for  Sir  Edward  Grey,  lessee  of  the 
Home  Beat  of  the  Castle  waters,  on  the  concluding 
day,  April  30,  and  grassed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and 
71b.  The  total  catch  on  Sir  Edward  Grey's  beat 
for  the  month  was  thus  thirty-two  salmon  aver- 
aging 9}lb.  Mr.  Gibbons,  on  May  2,  had  a  salmon 
of  141b. ;  on  May  3,  two,  10|lb.,  101b. ;  on  May  4, 
two,  lOJlb.,  101b.  ;  and  on  May  5,  three,  101b., 
9Jlb.,  71b.  In  the  tidal  waters  the  best  sport  of 
the  season  so  far  was  had,  several  very  good 
baskets  being  had  by  the  Moniack  Castle  and 
Farlie  Brae  rods.  The  best  basket  was  had  by 
Moniack  Castle,  and  consisted  of  fifteen  trout 
scaling  24lb.,  in  which  were  three  of  2ilb.  each. 
—A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — Sea-trout  are  now 
being  seen  in  the  Longtown  water,  and  a  few  have 
been  caught  below  Bridge,  while  some  have  been 
got  in  the  reserved  water  at  Canonbie.  Mr.  F. 
Phayre  Lock  has  had  excellent  :baskets  of  yellow 
trout  with  fly  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  from 
eighteen  to  thirty-four,  averaging  three  to  the 
pound.  He  also  had  a  new  run;  salmon  which 
scaled  121b.  at  Roly's  Pool,  below  Canonbie. 
In  Langholm  water,  Messrs.  J.  Ballantyne,  W. 
Whetherston,  F.  Story,  and  several  others  have 
had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  G.  W.  Little 
creeled  over  a  dozen,  Mr.  C.  E.  Barlow  caught  ten, 
Mr.  R.  Bell  had  a  dozen,  Mr.  Clark  caught  ten. 
Sergeant  Bell  had  fifteen,  Mr.  J.  Graham  had  ten, 
several  others  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
T.  Steel  had  a  good  basket  in  Canonbie  water,  and  Mr. 
T.  Bell  caught  a  dozen  in  Liddle  water.  Several 
sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Solway  Firth, 
weighing  from  IJlb.  to  21b.,  and  a  few  salmon 
are  being  got  from  91b.  to  121b.  A  few  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  Liddle  water,  while  a  few  have  been 
got  in  Ewes  and  Tarras.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had 
a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches ;  and 
J.  Jackson  had  a  good  basket  in  the  Double  water. 
— Gilnockie. 

Kebridean  Sportingr  Association  (Sonth 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodel,  on  May  1,  Rev.  Mr 


Pirie  had  twenty-three  sea-trout,  weighing  Iglb., 
heaviest  fish,  21b.  lOoz.  On  May  2,  Mr.  Kirkbrido 
had  two  sea-trout,  21b.  8oz.,  heaviest,  21b. ;  and 
Mr.  Pirie  had -seven  sea- trout,  71b.,  heaviest,  31b.  4oz. 
On  May  4,  Mr.  Kirkbride  had  fourteen  sea-trout, 
101b.,  heaviest,  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Pirie,  seventeen  eea- 
trout,  141b.  8oz.,  heaviest,  1  lb.  lOoz.  On  May  5, 
Mr.  Kirkbride  had  six  sea- trout,  61b.  Soz.,  heaviest, 
I  lb.  12oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Pirie  had  -  ten  sea-trout, 
91b.  8oz.,  heaviest,  21b.  4oz. — G.  D.  Stirling. 

Looh  Leven  (Kinron). — Heavy  rain  has  fallen 
since  last  week,  and  the  weather  has  now  become 
milder  with  variable  winds.  There  has  been  no 
improvement  in  sport  as  fish  have  not  been  rising 
except  in  calms,  when  there  has  been  a  splendid 
show  of  fish  on  the  surface,  but  they  could  not  be 
induced  to  come  to  the  lures.  The  following  angling 
clubs  were  out  since  last  report : — Waverley  (nine 
rods,  fly  and  minnow),  forty-two  trout,  401b.  8oz. ; 
first  prize,  Mr.  W.  Oibb,  seven  trout,  81b.  9oz. ; 
heaviest  trout,  21b.  5^oz.  Kinross  (fourteen  rods, 
fly),  eight  trout,  31b.  15oz. ;  first,  Mr.  A.  M.  Suther- 
land, three  trout,  1  lb.  12oz.  Coatbridge  (fourteen 
rods,  fly  and  minnow),  thirty-five  trout,  361b.  12oz. ; 
first,  Mr.lT.  Wilson,  five  trout,  61b.  4oz.  Edinburgh 
Walton  (ten  rods,  fly  and  minnow),  twenty-seven 
trout,  21  lb.  14oz. ;  fir.st,  Mr.  J.  Watson,  nine  trout, 
61b.  Soz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  21b.  Soz.  Edinburgh  St. 
Andrew  (eleven  rods,  fly  and  minnow),  twenty-four 
trout,  231b.  7oz. ;  first.  Mr.  F.  G.  D.  Gibson,  seven 
trout,  71b.  3oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  21b.  loz.  Dun- 
fermline (twenty-two  rods,  fly),  «leven  trout, 
81b.  4oz. ;  first,  Mr.  R.  A.  Hepburn,  two  trout, 
21b.  6oz.  The  most  successful  boat  results  by 
private  parties  were : — Mr.  Cassels  and  Mr.  Elliot, 
Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Norman, 
Galloway,  and  Mr.  Inglis,  Ayr,  fourteen  trout,  15lb. ; 
Messrs.  Galloway,  Ayr,  sixteen  trout,  121b.  Soz. ; 
Mr.  Wilson,  Glasgow,  six  trout,  81b.  The  heaviest 
trout  captured  during  the  past  week  weighed 
31b.  loz.,  and  was  captured  with  fly  by  Mr.  Mitchell, 
Boquhan.  Only  four  small  pike  have  been  taken 
up  to  the  present  with  the  drag-net,  though  two 
men  have  been  regularly  engaged  in  the  work. — 
BoBT.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Tay  (Feaman  Hotel).— Mr.  Shepherd, 
Dundee,  from  April  30  to  May  5,  caught  eighty-three 
trout,  weighing  32ilb. — John  Stewart. 

Lyon  (Fortin^all  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  May  8  Mr.  W.  Noble,  Edinburgh,  had  a 
salmon  of  231b.  On  May  7  Mr.  M.  Wilson  had  a 
basket  of  twenty  trout,  one  weighing  Jib. ;  on  May 
8  Mr.  R.  Fraser  had  eighteen  trout  weighing  71b. — 
R.  Stew.\rt. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  has 
been  in  flood  most  of  the  week — chiefly  with  snow 
water — and  consequently  sport  has  not  been  very 
bright.  The  higher  reaches  will  now  fish  better  as 
a  full  head  of  fish  from  the  lower  pools  have  been 
moved  forward.  On  the  Ballater  and  Balmoral 
waters  some  fish  have  been  got  almost  daily  by 
Messrs.  Millar's  company  and  the  royal  keepers. 
On  the  Glentana  waters  Mr.  Coates'  party  are 
now  getting  some  sport,  but  hitherto  the  prospects 
have  been  always  marred  by  the  abominable 
weather  conditions  and  abnormal  cold.  On  the 
Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  Somerville  had  two  on  May  4, 
scaling  71b.  and  111b.;  Mr.  Hardy  one  of  111b.; 
and  Mr.  Warner  one  of  91b.  On  the  Kincardine 
O'Neil  reaches  very  few  fish  have  been  got  for  the 
past  two  weeks,  but  now  the  prospects  are  vastly 
enhanced.  On  the  Caimton,  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant 
has  had  from  ten  to  twenty  fish  weekly  averaging 
101b.  apiece.  On  the  Middle  Drum  waters.  Captain 
Ewing'(2l8t  Lancers)  had  two  fish,  9lb.  and  101b. 
respectively  on  May  4 ;  one,  121b.,  on  May  5 ;  and 
one,  71b.,  on  May  7.  On  the  Blairs  and  Murtlo 
Hydro  water,  fairly  good  trout  angling  is 
being  got,  but  no  salmon.  There  is  a  scarcity  of 
fi-h.  Don. — The  river  has  been  in  excellent 
trim  all  the  week,  and  several  salmon  and  large 
baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been  made.  On 
the  Btklbithans  on  May  7.  Mr.  Robb.  had  six 
trout,  weighing  3 Jib.,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  nine 
fish,  Messrs.  Miller  and  Robb  some  sixteen  apiece, 
and  Mr.  Forbes  a  few.  On  Pitmedden,  Mr.  G.  M. 
Mackay  creeled  seven  fine  fish  all  over  1  lb.,  and 
one  2Ib.,  making  an  excellent  bag  of  101b.  all  to 
the  fly.  On  Parkhill,  Dr.  Littlejohn  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Littlejohn  had  heavy  baskets,  while  others  above  • 
and  below  had  good  creels.  The  river  has  risen  a 
good  few  inches,  but  the  prospects  are  all  the 
better  for  that.— G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotls  n  1. — Sea- trout  are  now  running 
more  freely,  though  the  big  migration  is  yet 
to  take  place.  In  the  Solway  nets  the  lessees 
have  been  getting  small  catches  of  salmon  this 
week,  though  sea-trout  are  making  a  better  show. 
The  Annan. — This  river  was  in  flood  on  Saturday, 
with  still  higher,  spates  on  Monday  and  Wednesday. 
Since  May  5  there  has  been  little  but  spinning  bait 
used.  Captain  Ritchie  and  an  army  Major  had 
baskets  oi  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  each.  Mr. 
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Johnstone,  fishing  the  same  water,  had  a  nice  oreel, 
as  also  had  •  Mr.  Erichardson  and  others.  In 
the  Northfield  stream,  on  May  3,  Mr.  James 
Loudon  landed  the  first,  clean  run  sea- 
trout  of  the  season.  It  weighed  fully  IJlb. 
and  was  taken  with  a  Silver  Devon  minnow. 
Fishing  in  the  Warmaubie  water  below  Mount 
Annan  island  on  May  7  Mr.  Christopher  Steel 
caught  a  clean  run  sea-trout  of  lilb.  with  worm 
bait  and  he  had  a  number  of  yellow  trout  besides. 
Mr.  Thomas  Roddick  took  one  yellow  trout  of  1  lb. 
and  another  of  fib.  with  Devon  minnow  on 
Monday.  Capt.  Ewart  had  two,  and  other  rods  a 
brace  or  two.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  Mount 
Annan  and  Hoddom  Castle  waters  of  late.  In  the 
tributary  of  the  Milk  local  rods  are  now  getting  a 
few  brown  trout.  On  May  8,  Mr.  3as.  Dixon  had 
a  sea-trout  of  1  lb.,  a  yellow  trout  of  1  lb.  8oz.,  and 
another  of  1  lb.,  all  with  silver  Devon  minnow,  at 
the  Old  Mill,  Welldale.  The  Dcjmfbies  Nith. — 
On  May  5,  Mr.  John  Jackson  had  twenty-three 
yellow  trout  in  the  Cairn  water.  Mr.  Gray,  fishing 
the  Crawfordon  portion  of  the  Cairn,  took  eighteen, 
and  Mr.  A.  B.  Harris,  on  Captain  Walker's  stretch, 
twenty-five.  Mr.  Lambie  fished  the  association 
water  of  the  Cludenand  Cairn  and  caught  eighteen, 
whUe  Mr.  J.  Dick,  on  same  stretch,  took  twenty-nine. 
In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  water  of  the  Nith 
the  local  rods  are  now  getting  a  few  yellow  trout  in 
the  stretches  below  Thomhill,  as  also  below  Close- 
bum  Hall  and  Auldgirth.  The  Galloway  Rivers 
AND  Lochs. — The  weather  has  been  unsettled  in 
the  Stewartry,  and  sport  on  the  rivers  and  lochs 
has  been  somewhat  disappointing.  The  Kirk- 
cuDBRiGHTSHiBE  Dee. — The  Gatehouse  Fleet  and 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  have  been  in  spate,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  rivers  are  getting  into  the 
best  of  ply. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Uorayshire). — If  anything,  sport  has 
somewhat  improved.  Last  week,  from  the  Revack 
Lodge  water,  Grantown,  five  salmon  were  landed 
by  one  rod.  On  the  Tulchan  water  (Mr.  Mac- 
quorquodale's)  last  week  some  eighteen  salmon 
were  killed.  From  the  Laggan '  water  on  May  4, 
Mr.  H.  Cumming,  fisherman,  hewi  a  salmon  of  81b., 
and  on  May  7,  one  of  91b.  From  the  Carron  House 
water  on  May  7,  Mr.  Grant,  fisherman,  had  one  of 
121b. ;  while  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water  on 
May  4,  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  one  of 
lO^lb.,  and  on  May  7,  another  of  similar  weight. — 
J.  M. 

Tay. — As  a  rssult  of  the  change  to  more  genial 
weather  during  the  last  few  days  most  of  the  snow 
has  now  disappeared  from  the  hUls  in  the  Tay 
district  and  gone  to  swell  the  river,  which  has  come 
down  in  flood,  consequently  there  is  little  sport  to 
report  for  week  ending  May  8.  L.  O.  Miles,  boatman, 
fishing  Murthly  water,  killed  two  fish,  181b.  and  121b. 
on  May  4,  and  twelve  on  May  5,  two  11  lb.,  81b.,  on 
May  7,  and  one  141b.  on  May  8.  Fishing  Delvine 
water  on  May  3,  James  Anderson  caught  one 
salmon  141b.,  and  another  81b.  on  May  5,  while 
Grtieroe  Whitelaw  had  one  191b.  on  the  river 
Tummel,  Michael  Stephens  fishing  Faskally  water 
got  one  161b.,  and  another  angler  one  161b.  River 
Thubso  and  Loch  More. — Since  last  report,  the 
weather  has  again  been  dry  and  the  water  getting 
low,  all  the  same  there  is  very  good  stock  fish  now 
in  all  the  waters,  and  all  that  is  .wanted  is  slight 
rise  in  river  and  more  genial  weather.  Sport  has 
been  as  follows  :  No.  8  Beat,  the  gillie,  fishing  Mr. 
Pople's  rod  May  1  caught  one  fish,  151b. ;  Capt. 
Sandb6ich  one,  181b.,  on  May  2,  and  Mr.  Pople 
three,  121b.,  11  lb.,  91b.,  on  May  4.  No.  7  Beat,  Mr. 
Pople  one  fish,  101b.,  on  May  2,  and  three, 
181b.,  161b.,  91b.,  on  May  5.  No.  5  Beat,  Mr. 
Finlayson  one  fish,  61b.,  on  May  3,  and  another, 
121b.,  on  May  5.  On  Loch  More,  Mr.  Arkwright, 
one  fish,  17lb.,  and  the  gillie  one,  181b.,  on  May  2. 
Mr.  Pople,  three,  11  lb.,  11  lb.,  and  91b.,  on  May  3. 
Captain  Sandbach,  one  fish,  161b. ;  Mr.  Arkwright, 
one,  151b. ;  Mackay,  gillie,  one,  81b.,  on  May  5, 
Mr.  Green,  one,  5lb.,  on  May  7. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu  (Kilrea). — Heavy  rains  fell  over  the  water 
sheds  of  this  river  and  its  tributaries  during  the 
week,  and  the  latter  continued  in  semi-flood,  while 
the  main  stream  was  discoloured  and  continued 
rising,  and  has  now  reached  the  high  water  mark  of 
the  past  winter.  Trout  rose  badly  on  all  the 
stretches,  and  few  catches  were  obtained.  Salmon 
are  not  remaining  on  the  Shrimping  Pond  at 
Caronroe,  as  in  past  seasons,  but  are  distributing 
themselves  over  the  higher  reaches,  a  few  having 
recently  shown  on  the  shallows  under  the  weir  at 
Kilrea.  Should  the  water  continue  at  its  present 
depth  on  the  weirs  during  the  present  month,  the 
best  sport  will  probably  be  had  on  the  middle  and 
upper  sections,  which  were  thinly  stocked  in  1905, 
More  recently  milder  weather  prevails,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  rising,  and  trout  are 
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taking  natural  flies  near  the  banks  on  the  deepest 
reaches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Distriot- — The  rivers  were  flooded 
this  week,  with  salutary  effects  on  sport.  The 
Lagan  got  thoroughly  flushed  out,  and  some  very 
fine  catches  of  trout  were  made  on  the  upper 
reaches.  One  angler  caught  thirty-one  fish,  and  a 
Belfast  gentleman  creeled  eleven  fish  weighing 
111b.  2oz. ;  and  other  successes  are  reported. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegfal). — Trouting  continues 
good  on  the  river,  and  the  keeper,  T.  Gilroy,  landed 
two  fresh-run  salmon,  91b.  and  111b.,  on  May  4. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — Trouting 
continues  good;  the  river  is  high  at  time  of  writing. 
Mr.  Bates  landed  the  largest  trout  of  the  week, 
weighing  3}lb. — M.  RoaAN  and  Sons. 
<i«Killarney. —  Sport  has  improved  a  good  deal 
both  in  the  salmon  and  brown  trout  departments, 
and  prospects  are  improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Leeuane  (co.  Galway). — Fishing  from  Leenane 
Hotel,  Connemara,  last  week,  on  the  Erriff  river, 
Mr.  R.  Henry  McKeown  caught  three  salmon,  231b., 
12Jlb.,  and  121b.,  and  three  white  trout ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Garvey,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Delandre,  one,  12^1b. ; 
and  Mr.  E.  Hall,  one,  261b. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  river  is  now  in  good 
order  after  recent  floods.  On  the  Mashonaglass 
water,  Mr.  H.  Austen  had  two  salmon,  81b.,  91b. ; 
Professor  Bergin  two,  8lb.,  101b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Barry, 
one,  101b.  On  Lord  Bandon's  water,  Lt.-Col. 
Trotman  and  Col.  Trotman  five,  81b.,  91b.,  101b., 
lO^lb.  and  11  lb.  On  Warrenscourt,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Crawshay,  two,  11  lb.,  121b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Kelleher, 
one,  171b.  On  Ashton,  Capt.  J.  E.  H.  Herrick,  two, 
91b.,  111b.  On  Fargus,  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  one,  91b., 
and  Capt.  Ommanney,  one,  61b.  On  Rooves,  Mr. 
J.  Lyons,  one,  81b.  On  the  SuUane  river,  Mr.  R. 
Barry,  three,  91b.,  lOlb.  and  121b.,  and  Mr.  R. 
Murphy,  one,  71b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbnr). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Captain  E.  W.  A.  Jones,  Messrs.  Frazer 
Tytler,  J.  Oliphant,  S.  Oliphant,  J.  L.  Stewart,  W. 
Baker,  E.  Higgins,  and  W.  Slater.  Mr.  Stewart, 
on  April  30,  trolling,  caught  one  trout,  3Jlb.,  and 
on  May  1,  trolling,  one  trout,  lOflb.  Captain  E. 
W.  A.  Jones,  on  April  30,  fly  fishing,  five  trout,  91b., 
and  on  May  1,  fly  fishing,  four,  41b.  Mr.  Oliphant, 
on  April  30,  trolling,  six  trout,  lOlb.  ;  on  May  1, 
fly  fishing,  three,  3^lb. ;  on  May  2,  fly  fishing,  two, 
21b. ;  on  May  3,  fly  fishing,  two,  2ilb. ;  on  May  4, 
fly  fishing,  three,  31b.  ;  and  on  May  5,  fly  fishing, 
six,  9|lb.,  best,  41b.  Messrs.  Baker  and  Higgins, 
on  May  5,  fishing  from  one  boat,  four  trout,  41b., 
on  fly.— P.  S. 

Longfli  Melvlni — Sport  was  first  rate  during  the 
past  week  amongst  both  the  salmon  and  trout,  and 
the  following  are  the  particulars :  Mr.  A.  Scott 
landed  four  fine  spring  salmon,  18lb.,  131b.,  101b., 
and  101b. ;  Dr.  F.  W.  Joshua,  one,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  A. 
Stubbs,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  Piele,  one,  9ilb. ;  Mr.  J. 
Johnston,  two,  91b.  and  ll^lb. ;  Mr.  Wren,  two, 
Sjlb.  and  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  Keenan,  one,  on  a  trout 
fly,  111b.  Sport  with  the  salmon  on  the  lake  at 
time  of  writing  is  excellent,  and  gillaroo  and  brown 
trout  have  been  rising  freely  to  the  fly  during  the 
past  week,  and  trout  anglers  on  the  lake  had  good 
sport. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Midd.  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway). — We  had  a 
good  spell  of  rain  here  last  week.  Captain  Boyd, 
Mr.  Townsend  and  Mr.  Lingard  had  fair  sport. 
Best  basket  in  one  day,  seven  trout  and  one  pike, 
the  largest  trout  31b.  Local  fishermen  did  well 
mornings  and  evenings. — T.  M. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  shown  much  improvement  since  last 
week.    Best  baskets  recorded  on  the  different 


waters;  On  Dronane,  one  of  thVee  dozon  brown 
trout ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty-two ;  on 
Cooincatoun,  one  of  thirty ;  and  on  Coomavohor, 
one  of  twenty-seven.  All  the  waters  are  in  good 
order.  They  are  all  fished  from  the  banks  and 
contain  only  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  poor  owing  to  flood  and  north-east  winds, 
very  few  fish  being  taken,  only  a  few  being  got  on 
the  minnow.  Now  the  river  is  clearing  again,  and 
some  sport  is  expected  the  next  few  days.  The 
grilse  are  just  coming  up,  some  being  got  in  the 
nets  last  week.  Trout  are  ri-jing  fairly  well  on 
Lough  Talt  and  Lough  Calla,  some  good  baskets 
being  taken. — John  Dkvbrs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Heavy  showers  of  rain  had  put  the  river 
out  of  order  for  most  part  of  the  last  week,  but  as 
I  am  writing  it  looks  more  settled.  Mr.  C.  Piatt 
had  two  salmon,  111b.,  131b.;  Master  C.  Scroope, 
one  salmon,  71b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Dawson,  one  salmon,  131b. 
Some  very  good  trout  were  got  on  the  loughs,  all 
of  a  good  size.  Mr.  J.  Quigley,  one  pike,  201b ; 
Master  C.  Scroope,  one  pike,  141b.  Loughs  Callow 
and  Talt  fished  fair  for  brown  trout.  If  the 
weather  would  stay  on  as  it  is  now  capital  sport 
should  follow  with  salmon  and  grilse.  Some  nice 
sea-trout  were  got  also. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Sluinnon  (Castleoonuell).  —  During  the  past 
week  we  have  had  some  heavy  showers  of  rain  and 
hail,  with  the  result  that  the  water  has  gone  up  a 
good  lot.  This  will  no  doubt  result  in  a  run  of  fiah 
from  the  lower  waters,  with  a  probable  increase 
of  sport  in  this  district.  On  Hermitage,  Lord 
Massy  killed  one  salmon,  281b.  On  Newgarden, 
Sir  D.  F.  Gooch,  Bart.,  killed  seven,  salmon, 
141b.,  22Jlb  ,  141b.,  16Jlb.,  19^b.,  33ilb.,  and  12Jlb. 
On  Prospect,  Mr.  R.  Fytche  killed  three  salmon, 
251b.  231b.  181b. ;  Mr.  G.  B.  Tunstall  Moore,  one 
salmon.  131b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Wheatley  killed  two  salmon,  331b  and  13Jlb.  Mr. 
E.  T.  Ingham  two  salmon,  261b.  and  24:1b.  On 
Summerhill  fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed  one 
salmon,  24}lb.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  four  salmon,  261b.  121b.  Sljlb.  and  131b.  On 
the  Worldsend  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  two  salmon, 
131b.  and  221b. ;  Mrs.  Ingham  one  salmon,  19|lb. 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one 
salmon,  16^1b. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Oerg  (Killaloe).— On 
May  2,  John  Lyons  and  R.  Johnson,  three  salmon, 
161b.,  141b.,  and  121b.,  on  Fort  Henry  water ; 
John  Lyons  and  Harry  Johnson,  three  salmon, 
201b.,  121b.,  and  101b.  On  May  4,  Lyons  and 
Johnson,  one,  141b.  On  May  6,  Pat  Ryan  and 
W.  Fogarty,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  91b.,  on  Mr. 
Cotham's  water.  On  May  7,  Sidney  Mitchell,  on 
Fort  Henry  water,  one,  15lb.  On  May  8,  G.  E. 
Wright,  one,  271b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Upper  Bann  (Ballyroney,  co.  Down). —  The 
Upper  Bann  was  in  good  order  early  in  the  week, 
and  further  rain  on  the  evening  of  May  8  raised  it 
again.  On  May  8,  it  was  low  and  clear,  and 
although  numerous  anglers  were  out  on  the  Bally- 
roney reaches,  few  trout  were  killed.  The  best  bag 
was  one  of  four  trout  weighing  61b.,  killed  by  Mr. 
H.  R.  Douglas.  Messrs.  Green  killed  two,  J.  A. 
Barlowe,  three,  Mr.  Brice-Smith,  three,  and  a  local 
man  secured  a  nice  fish  of  near  Slbs. — J.  A.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
Of  late  years  the  fishing  on  these  lakes  has  been, 
practically  nil  until  the  Green  Drake  appears 
This  arises  from  two  causes — first,  because  there  is 
little  or  no  interest  taken  in  it  by  local  amateur 
anglers,  and,  secondly,  because  the  weather  has 
been  invariably  unpropitious.  We  are  now  on  the 
eve  of  the  dapping  season,  and  so  far  as  I  can 
gather  the  prospect  of  sport  seems  inviting.  The 
rise  of  the  fly  always  comes  with  the  advent  of  the 
bloom  of  the  hawthorn  and  the  laburnum  in  the 
district,  so  that  there  is  no  mistaking  the  time. 
There  has  been  a  splendid  spawning  season — the 
tributary  streams  of  the  lakes  swarmed  with 
magnificent  trout,  and  the  few  anglers  who  tried 
their  luck  since  the  season  opened  appeared  well 
satisfied  with  the  prospect.  In  one  case,  a  few 
days  ago,  a  party  rose  seven  trout,  casting — killed 
three,  2ilb.,  2Ib.,  and  lilb.  respectively,  left  flies 
in  two  more,  and  missed  the  balance.  Another 
rose  three,  and  landed  two  weighing  51b.  These 
were  on  Loughs  Derravaragh  and  Ennel  respectively. 
The  very  deepest  regret  is  felt  in  consequence  of 
the  death  recently  of  Major  J.  C.  Grant,  the  esteemed 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preservation 
Society.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytauz  (May  6). — Our  changeable  weather  of 
late  has  not  been  favourable  for  fishing.  The  snow 
has  been  low  on  the  hills  some  days,  immediately 
afterwards  exhibiting  only  shrunken  patches,  the 
rest  having  become  snow-broth  in  the  valleys,  and 
yet  there  have  been  intervals  during  which  tha 
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water  of  the  streams  has  been  almost  too  clear. 
One  of  our  experts  drew  the  Stockalper  as  blank 
in  the  early  part  of  the  past  week  as  if  the  trout 
had  all  vanished,  and  another  having  tried  the 
same  stream  for  a  long  day  from  Vouvery  to 
Bouveret  found  it  surprisingly  clear,  and  out  of 
several  temporary  interviews  only  secured  one 
takeable  fish,  so  that  the  gloriously  interesting 
uncertainty  with  regard  to  results  in  this  picturesque 
fishing  locality  amply  maintains  itself.  If  there  is 
to  be  anything  like  the  average  sport  within  reach 
of  this  place  it  ought  to  come  soon  as  the  trees  are 
fairly  in  leaf  and  the  vines  have  begun  to  sprout, 
although  the  usual  indications  of  the  season  appear 
to  be  about  a  fortnight  too  late. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING, 

Ballinakelli^s. — On  a  couple  of  days  last  week 
some  good  sport  was  recorded  with  pollack  at  and 
around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
at  pollack  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  high  tides 
have  brought  rock  fishing  to  a  standstill  [for  the 
present. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — After  many  weeks  of  enforced 
inactivity,  owing  to  a  persistent  north-east  wind, 
our  local  and  visiting  anglers  have  at  last  experi- 
enced some  rather  exciting  sport,  dogfish  having 
put  in  an  appearance  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
small  dabs  being  also  freely  in  evidence.  On 
May  3,  Mrs.  Clapp,  Mrs.  Tress,  Mrs.  Val  Dicks, 
Mrs.  Stafford  Northcote,  Mr.  Clapp,  Mr.  Tress, 
and  Mr.  Band  were  busily  engaged  among  the 
dabs,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Tress  cap- 
tured a  lobster  of  4Jlb.  On  May  6,  the  nurse- 
dogs  appeared  for  the  first  time  this  year,  and 
Mr.  Puckridge,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Morgan  each  secured  a  few  of  them  in 
addition  to  small  bags  of  dabs.  Mr.  Goldsmith, 
Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Williams  fished  on  May  6  with 
moderate  success,  the  day's  catch  consisting  entirely 
of  dabs  and  dogfish.  On  May  7  the  dogfish  ,took 
mackerel  bait  readily  throughout  the  entire  day, 
and  about  half  a  hundred  of  them  were  landed 
from  the  pier.  Additional  anglers  on  this  day 
were  Mrs.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mrs.  Tress, 
Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  and  Mr.  Branscombe. 
The  yield  on  May  8  proved  far  less  than  that  of  the 
preceding  day,  but  few  dogfish  coming  to  hand,  and 
dabs  taking  the  bait  very  tardily. — J.  Richabdson. 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  done  in 
sea  fishing  during  the  week,  for  some  reason  or 
other  fish  have  not  been  sporting  well.  The  pollack 
have  deserted  their  favourite  haunts,  and  are  not 
to  be  found  at  the  usual  spots,  although  a  few  stray 
ones  have  been  caught  outside  the  y^est  end  of  the 
breakwater.  There  have  been  some  good  takes  of 
pouting,  fishing  at  anchor  with  the  chopstick,  and 
some  of  the  fish  have  been  very  large.  A  few  grey 
mullet  have  been  taken  at  the  Millbay  Docks  just 
when  the  sluice  gates  are  open,  but  there  is  no 
dependence  to  be  placed  on  them. — W.  Hkakdek. 

Weymouth. — With  a  little  improvement  in  the 
weather  angling  prospects  are  much  brighter,  and 
several  good  baskets  have  been  taken  lately.  Some 
nice  silver  whiting  have  been  taken  out  in  the  bay 
close  to  the  breakwater,  also  pollack,  the  latter 
running  rather  small,  however.  In  the  backwater, 
some  good  flounders  have  been  taken  on  the  flood- 
tide,  also  a  few  eels,  while  in  the  harbour  bass  and 
small  pollack  are  fairly  plentiful,  one  angler  in 
the  evening  of  May  8  having  a  nice  basket  of 
mixed  fish. — Chas.  J.  Rttssell  (W.A.A.). 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  reports  by  telegram  to-day  (May  7)  from  the 
various  districts,  which  are,  I  may  mention,  supple- 
mented by  various  letters  written  from  different 
parts  of  Norway  last  week,  indicate  that  milder 
weather  has  set  in,  and  that,  for  instance,  on  the 
Namsen  the  snow  has  commenced  to  melt  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  valley.  In  the  Trondhjem  district  a 
few  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  by 
the  nets  already  ;  while  in  the  valleys  of  the  St  jordal, 
Orkla,  and  Gula  rivers  the  melting  of  the  snow  has 
commenced,  but  that  there  is  plenty  left  in  the 
inoimtains.  The  Bergen  district  reports  that  rivers 
are  rising  in  consequence  of  the  present  mild  weather, 
and  that  since  last  week  a  decided  change  as  to 
prospects  has  occurred,  and,  therefore,  it  may  be 
an  earlier  season  than  anticipated  last  week.  In  the 
Mandal  (South  Norway)  district,  fish  were  caught 
before  the  end  of  April  by  rod  on  the  Undal  river 
in  fair  numbers,  and  there  also  the  lakes  have  become 
\mfrozen,  and  almost  all  are  now  open  and  the 
I'ivers  rising.  Taking  these  reports  collectively,  it 
would  seem  that  the  present  prospects  denote  an 
early  season,  but  in  another  week  or  so  I  shall  be 
more  able  to  confirm  this. — James  Dowell,  Lumley 
House. 


Now  the  bright  morning-alar,  day's  harbinger, 
Comes  dancing  from  the  East,  and  leads  with  her 
The  flowery  May,  who  from  her  green_  lap  throws 
The  yellow  cowslip  and  the  pale  primrose. 
Hail  beauteous  May  !  that  dost  inspire 
Mirth  and  youth  and  warm  desire  1 

— Milton. 


As  will  be  seen  in  another  column,  Mr.  William 
Hoarder  was  unavoidably  prevented  from  reading 
his  paper  on  "  Dog  Fish  as  Friends  and  Enemies," 
on  Wednesday  evening.  I  was  disappointed,  for  a 
large  audience  had  assembled  to  listen  to  one  who 
is  so  thoroughly  conversant  with  sea  fish  and  sea 

fishing.    The  pleasure  is  to  come. 

*  •  *  •  • 

Next  Wednesday,  at  headquarters,  4,  Fetter- 
lane,  E.G.,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  who  takes  such  a 
keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  has 
kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  on  "  Natural  Baits."  Now,  it 
is  well ,  known  that  Mr.  Minchin  can  and  does  dis- 
course learnedly  and  eloquently  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  sea  fishing,  but  on  this  occasion  his 
remarks  will  be  specially  intended  for  young  sea 
anglers  and  beginners.  Visitors  are  cordially 
invited.    Come  early. 


Nkw  Pennsylvanian  Fish  Laws. 

You  cannot  legally  spear  or  gig  a  fish  of  any 
kind ;  or  use  artificial  bait  with  more  than  three 
hooks ;  or  bowline  with  more  than  three  hooks, 
except  in  the  Delaware  river ;  or  use  a  cast 
or  throw  net ;  or  detached  floats  or  floating 
trotters ;  or  draw  off  the  water  from  a  dam  to 
catch  fish  ;  or  use  explosives  or  poisons  or  lime  for 
the  purpose  of  killing  fish  ;  or  outlines,  or  set  lines 
in  the  Delaware  river ;  or  obstruct  the  migration  of 
fish ;  or  use  pound  nets,  except  in  Lake  Erie  ;  or 
use  more  than  one  rod,  hook;  and  line  at  one  time  ; 
or  shoot  fish  with  a  gun,  a  bow  and  arrow,  or  by 
any  other  means  ;  or  snare  or  loop  fish  ;  or  use  a 
stir  net ;  or  more  than  one  tip-up  at  one  time  ;  or  a 
trap  net,  except  in  Lake  Erie ;  or  shingle  a  stream, 
or  use  any  method  whereby  migrating  fish  are  pre- 
vented from  following  their  regular  course  up 
stream.  The  Department  of  Fisheries  has  ruled 
that  three  hooks  fastened  together  after  the  manner 
of  those  attached  to  a  trolling  spoon  shall  be  con- 
sidered one  hook.  This  ruling  is  not  based  upon 
a  court  decision. — .American  F.Q. 


The  Zulu  Rising. 
On  April  7  I  announced  that  the  Highbury 
anglers  were  fortunate  in  securing  two  miles  of 
well-stocked  trout  water  within  an  hour  and  a 
half's  journey  from  London.  This  splendid  bit  of 
trout  water  is  on  the  Wey,  and,  by  the  way,  I  am 
very  pleased  to  hear  that  on  Saturday  last  Mr.  W. 
T.  Attwood  took  a  trout  of  4lb.  2Joz.  on  a  No.  2 
Zulu  Fly.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  also  captured  a  trout  of 
21b.  5|oz.  with  a  similar  fly.  What  will  this  water 
produce  when  "  the  May  Fly  is  up  "  ?  Natal  is  not 
the  only  place  where  the  "  Zulu"  is  causing  unrest, 
I  wonder  whether  on  May  23,  the  occasion  of  the 
annual  dinner,  I  shall  see  Wey  trout  on  the  way  biU  ? 


At  the  general  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening 
(May  9)  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  announced  that  the  annual 
banquet  and  concert  was  such  a  complete  success 
that  on  Saturday  evening,  June  2,  there  would  be 
another  pleasant  function  at  the  Cercle  Francais, 
further  particulars  of  which  will  be  given  later. 
The  most  successful  angler  of  the  week  was  Mr.  A. 
Abrahams,  who,  fishing  in  private  water,  caught 
6^  bra«e  of  trout  in  splendid  condition,  several 
over  21b. 


The  Tonbridge  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday' 
prosecuted  a  local  angler  for  catching  minnows 
in  the  River  Medway  during  the  close  season. 
From  the  evidence  given  the  defendant  was  dis- 
covered fishing  from  the  river's  bank  with  a  rod 
and  line,  and  seen  to  land  several  small  fish.  The 
defaulter  contended  that  he  had  a  right  to  catch 
minnows,  stating  that  it  was  done  all  over  the 
country,  for  the  purposes  of  trout  fishing.  He  had, 
however,  he  said,  no  wish  to  break  the  laws  of  the 
society. 

•  *  *  •  * 

The  chairman  of  the  bench  :  "  But  this  is  not  a 
question  of  laws  of  the  society.  It  is  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  from  which  I  gather  you  were  in  the 
wrong."  Defendant:  *' But  I  had  permission  from 
Mrs.  Rogers  to  fish  there."  The  chairman :  "Are 
you  calling  that  lady  as  a  witness  T"  Defendant: 

'No,  sir;  but  I  would  like  the  case  adjourned  in 
order  that  I  may  do  so."  The  chairman:  "Very 
well,  if  you  pay  the  costs."  Defendant :  "  Oh, 
well,  it  had  better  be  settled  now."  The  chairman 
said  the  bench  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
defendant  was  in  the  wrong,  and  he  would  be 
mulcted  in  a  fine  of  6d.,  and  the  costs,  143.,  or  be 
sent  to  prison  for  seven  days.    There  was  a 

previous  conviction  against  the  defendant  dating 

aack  twenty  years. 

The  remarkable  "  Health,  Beauty,  and  Toilet " 
Exhibition  which  was  recently  held  at  the  Grafton 
Galleries,  New  Bond-street,  attracted  many  thou- 
sands of  visitors.  The  exhibition  deserved  the 
success  it  met  with,  for  it  taught  much  with 
regard  to  the  laws  of  health,  and  conferred  a 
benefit  on  the  community.  No  department  of 
this  remarkable  exhibition  excited  more  interest 
than  Bernarr  Macfadden's  physical  culture  pub- 
lications stall,  where  the  use  of  his  various  Exercisers 
and  apparatus  for  physical  culture  was  demon- 
strated. A  visit  to  Mr.  E.  Potten,  Macfadden's 
enterprising  manager,  at  the  Macfadden  Physical 
Development  Co.,  12  and  13,  Red  Lion-court,  Fleet- 
street,  will  unquestionably  afford  a  liberal  education 
in  physical  culture — an  education  which,  by  im- 
proving the  individual,  will  immensely  benefit  the 
nation. 


A  Believer  in  Protection. 

An  old-fashioned  negro  "  mammy  "  was  sent  one 
afternoon  with  her  two  charges  to  a  vaudeville 
entertainment.     The  first  to  appear  on  the  pro 
gramme  was  a  mind-reader.      He  requested  the 
audience  to  write  questions  upon  small  sUps  of  paper 
which  they  were  to  retain,  while  he  from  the  seclusion 
of  an  oaken  cabinet  upon  the  stage  would  annoimce 
the  questions  and  give  appropriate  replies.  After 
the  third  proof  of  his  abiUty  to  do  this,  "  mammy '' 
began  to  squirm  in  her  seat,  and  a  few  minutes 
later,  clutching  a  child  with  each  hand,  she  hurried 
from  the  hall.    "  Why,  auntie,"  observed  an  usher 
"  don't  go  ;  the  show's  just  started."  "  Law,  chile,' 
panted  the  old  woman,  "  dis  niggah  wants  to  get 
away  fum  heah  !    If  dat  man  kin,  see  plum  fru  dat 
wooden  wardrobe,  dia  caliker  dress  am  no  pertection 
to  me ! ", 


"  I  assured  her  I  could  support  her  in  the  style 
she  was  accustomed  to."  "  Well  ?  "  "  She  said 
sh^  was  looking  for  something  better  than  that." 


Mr.  W.  Hase,  late  hon.  secretary  of  the  Silver 
Trout  A.S.,  was,  on  May  6,  fishing  in  some  private 
water  in  Hertfordshire,  when  he  captured  a  hand- 
some brace  of  trout,  the  largest  weighing  4lb.  QJoz. 


Mb.  Chas.  A.  Shaylob  writes  from  Weybridge;  — 
I  send  you  a  report  of  the  capture  of  a  nice  trout, 

taken  this  (Wednesday)  morning  at  Shepperton 

Weir  by  Mr.  Bearup.    The  weight  of  it  is  51b.  loz. 

It  is  the  first  good  fish  of  the  season  taken  here. 

Major  Terry  has  had  three  trout  during  the  season. 

The  best  fish  was  31b.  6oz. ;  the  two  others  were 

returned  to  the  water.    Two  or  three  good  trout 

have  been  taken  at  Chertsey." 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Oxford  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
May  14,  at  headquarters,  the  Three  Cups  Hotel, 
Queen-street,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  twenty-fourth 
annual  report,  to  hand,  shows  the  society  to  be  in  a 
sound  position,  both  financially  and  numerically. 


A  Famous  War  Cobbespondent. 

Sir  William  Howard  Russell,  better  known 
as  Dr.  Russell,  of  the  Times,  entered  his  eighty- 
seventh  year  on  March  28.  Born  in  1820,  he  was 
but  a  youth  when  he  took  to  journalism  earnestly, 
and  combined  with  it  more  than  a  keen  interest  in 
military  tactics.  The  result  was  that  at  thirty- 
four  he  was  acting  as  special  representative  of  the 
Times  in  the  Crimea,  and  from  the  beginning  of 
the  camppign  there  he  became  purely  and  simply 
the  war  correspondent  to  the  end  of  his  active 
career.  Sir  William,  unfortimately,  has  for  some 
time  past  been  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  o£ 
influenza,  but  he  has  so  greatly  improved  in  health 
as  to  be  able  to  receive  the  congratulations  of  hosts 
of  friends. 


The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial 
Ramblers  was  held  on  May  1  at  the  County  Hotel. 
Ipswich,  and  on  May  3  the  first  annual  dinner  of 

I the  Henley  Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  White 
Hart  Hotel,  Henley.     Both  these  interesting  func- 
tions will  be  referred  more  fully  to  next  week. 
Draqnet,  ' 
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Tke  Smoke  tkat  Satts£es. 

"Li' extravagance  tie  la  perfection," 

MilJ.  5J.  per  oz.  /f  O  a 

roJ>u  lar,  4  2  <*•  o*' 

W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

BrancL  oi  tke  Iint>«rTal  nTobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  an  J 
IrelanJ)  Lt<J„  It> 

ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

N>w  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  tj-pes  of  Fly  Rods,  from  4i  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

got  details  of  the  above 
is  losing  sport. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Bonta  nnd  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 
ARMSTRONG    &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

N  E  WCASTLE-O  N-TYN  E. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

Ouf  Special 

"Northumbrian  " 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/- ;  lift.,  22/-;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/-  ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  I8ft.,  50/- 

Our  Noted 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

WADERS,  ""p'JsSirlSTOCKINCS  AND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  aU  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.      Best  Value  in  the  Market. 

Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Gfilse,  Sea  Trout  antt  Loch 
FiloB  aro  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Caava.s  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

PISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON,  ''''Z.ir' 

8  &  10,  Grainger  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


High  Class  Rods.  Flies  andTackle 
ARE  THE  Best  and  tmerepore  the 
Cheapest  inthe  end 


ON  LY 
^   ADDRESS  s 


Telegrams :  "  REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feefc 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3i-inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 

THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
,40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLUSTRATED  CAl>ALOGUE,  POST  FREE, 

Agencies  in  France.IiBelgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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Salmon  selling  at  two  shillings  per  pound  in  the 
middle  of  May  indicates  iit  a  glance  the  state  of 
matters  that  exists  in  the  supply.  But  high  prices 
have  been  the  order  of  the  spring  all  through. 


A  gentleman  fishing  the  Deveron  at  Inverichnie, 
Banff,  writes  me :— '  I  have  been  getting  good 
baskets  of  large  trout,  one  31b.  and  many  21b.,  to 
the  dry-fly,  for  they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  wet-fly  in  any  shape  or  form." 

The  Dee  rose  on  May  7  over  a  foot,  and  on  May  8 
was  in  considerable  spate  with  the  melting  snow. 
The  rise  in  the  river  will  do  an  immense  amoimt 
of  good. 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  (Glasgow)  writes  me  from 
Dufftown  as  follows  : — "  I  have  been  here  for  six 
weeks  now,  but  have  not  been  able  to  do  nuich  for 
frosts  till  lately.  Yesterday  (May  3)  we  had  a  fresh 
day,  and  I  went  out  and  killed  twenty  nice  trout, 
some  over  ^Ib.,  but  mostly  about  Jib." 

Angling  at  Nethybridge  is  just  beginning,  but  the 
Spoy  is  too  full  of  ice  water  yet  for  trouting,  and  only 
eight  salmon  for  eight  miles  of  water  for  the  week 
cannot  be  reckoned  high  sport. 

The  favourite  trout  fly  on  the  Don  is  the  Cowdung 
and  the  Dr.  Fowler.  The  latter  is  a  local  pattern  of 
the  Cinnamon  order — practically  a  red  body  and 
cinnamon  wing.  Special  Scotch. 


NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  ANGLERS. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council  was  held  on  May  5  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel, 
Leeds.  Representatives  wore  present  from  London, 
Birmingham,  Worcester,  Sheffield,  Manchester, 
Bolton,  Hull,  York,  Bradford,  and  Leeds.  Before 
getting  to  business  the  visitors  and  Leeds  repre- 
sentatives sat  down  to  lunch.  Mr.  John  Gorrill,  the 
president  of  the  federation,  took  the  chair  at 
2.30  p.m.,  the  consideration  of  the  minutes  of  last 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  London,  taking  some 
little  time.  The  report  showed  an  increase  of 
449  members,  the  total  now  standing  at  45,650, 
the  balance  in  the  bank  having  increased  from 
£34  Os.  7d.  to  £42  4s.  3d. 

Considerable  time  was  devoted  to  the  case  of 
Moses  V.  Iggo,  lately  decided  in  the  Appeal  Court, 
and  of  great  importance  to  anglers  in  general.  The 
defendant  Iggo  was  summoned  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  for  fishing  in  an  artificial  dam  com- 
municating with  the  River  Loxley,  within  the  dis- 
trict covered  by  the  said  Board,  he  not  having  pre- 
viously taken  out  a  trout  licence.  On  behalf  of  Iggo 
it  was  pleaded  that  the  dam  was  an  artificial 
reservoir,  and  therefore  no  licence  was  necessary. 
The  Lord  Cliief  Justice  said  the  case  had  been  deter- 
mined in  principle  by  other  cases,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  about  it.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  place 
in  which  respondent  was  fishing  was  a  river  tribu- 
tary within  the  Yorkshire  fishing  district,  and  there- 
fore the  case  must  go  back  to  the  justices  with 
directions  to  convict. 

It  was  mentioned  that  the  same  Board  are  now 
demanding  trout  licences  from  anglers  fishing  in  the 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal,  so  far  as  is  within  their 
district,  as  there  are  a  few  trout  in  the  water  near 
its  feeders. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  question  of  the  extension 
of  date  of  return  by  anglers'  railway  tickets  for 
distances  of  fifty  miles  and  upwards  be  taken  up  at 
once,  representatives  to  interview  the  railway 
officials  in  their  respective  locaUties,  and  the  secre- 
tary to  apply  to  headquarters  for  the  date  of  return 
journey  to  be  extended  to  five  days  in  place  of  three 
as  at  present. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  last  year  to  prepare  a 
digest  of  the  reqxiirements  of  the  affiliated  asso- 
ciations, with  a  view  to  amending  the  Fishery  Laws, 
found  themselves  unable  to  submit  any  scheme  to 
meet  the  ver;^  diverse  ideas  sent  in  ;  the  secretary 
read  a  large-  amount  of  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  and  a  long  discussion  took  place.  Even- 
tually it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff, that  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
present  Fishery  Laws  be  increased  to  five  members  ; 
that  the  question  be  further  considered,  progress 
reported  to-  the  various  associations  affiUated  to  the 
federation  every  three  months,  and  a  full  report 
and  recommendations  be  presented  at  the  next 
annual  meeting.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  a  committee  for  the  above  pui-pose  : — 
Messrs.  Gorrill,  Wingfield,  Langstaffe,  Woodruff, 
and  Radford.  A  proposition  by  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  that  a  levy  of  Id.  per  member 
be  made  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  legislation  in 


the  interests  of  anglers,  or  for  otherwise  advancing 
or  defending  the  said  interests,  did  not  carry.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  the  next  ann\ial  meeting  in 
Bolton.  All  the  officers  wore  re-elected,  a  vote  of 
thanks  being  given  them  for  their  services  during 
the  past  year. 

An  offer  of  a  silver  cup,  made  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  Daily  Mirror,  was  accepted  on  condition  that 
competitors  be  restricted  to  members  of  societies  in 
the  federation ;  and.  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Miller,  Walker,  Bedford,  Gray,  and  Green, 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  code  of  rules.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  accorded  to  the  Leeds  and  District 
Association  for  the  excellent  reception  they  had 
given  to  the  Council  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Thos.  W.  Bedford,  Hon.  Sec. 


Jlssociatiotts,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Barnes  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
on  May  3.  The  dates  of  the  annu'il  general  meeting 
and  annual  dinner  were  fixed — namely.  May  31  and 
Juno  14  respectively,  the  price  of  dinner  tickets 
to  bo  the  same  as  last  year.  On  May  2,  Mr.  E. 
Blagrave  in  the  chair,  appUcations  with  a  view  to 
membership  were  received.  On  May  6,  at  Hare- 
field,  Mr.  Barnes  landed  two  small  trout,  and  Mr. 
Armitage  one,  which  were  returned.  It  is  the  policy 
of  the  society  to  keep  down  the  jack  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  Harefield  or  middle  section  ;  and 
doubtless  this  policy,  backed  up  by  the  large  quan- 
tities of  fish  with  which  the  waters  of  the  society 
have  been  restocked,  is  proving  more  beneficial 
to  tlio  fishery  each  year. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided  on  Tuesday  last  (May  8). 
The  outing,  managed  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  wliich  had 
taken  place  on  May  4,  had  been  very  successful,  the 
fish  taken— dabs,  flounders,  and  plaice — being  of 
good  size  and  fairly  numerous,  l\Ir.  W.  J.  Clark 
having  the  best  catch,  good  baskets  being  also 
taken  by  Messrs.  T.  and  W.  Gilbert,  Hurren, 
Rankin,  Orpin,  and  Frost  White.  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox 
reported  eels  from  Wraysbury  ;  and  Mr.  Higgs,  in 
Worcestershire,  on  more  than  one  occa.=ion  had 
taken  several  braco  of  trout.  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  reopened 
the  discussion  upon  fishing-tackle  which  commenced 
last  week,  making  a  very  instructive  contribution 
to  the  subject.  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller  kindly  lent 
a  few  useful ,  dressed  lines  of  various  kinds  for 
exhibition.  Attention^was  called  to  the  trout  com- 
petition (roving)  on  May  19  and  20.  There  will  be  a 
Bohemian  concert  on  May  29,  when  ladies  are 
specially  invited.  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  has  a  capital  pro- 
gramme in  preparation,  and  will  be  supported  by 
many  talented  artistes  ;  there  is  also  an  important 
alteration  as  regards  the  outing  to  Leigh,  which  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  May  17,  the  date  previously 
fixed  not  suiting  the  tide. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  Zerfass  presided  over  last  Tuesday's 
meeting.  A  new  member  was  elected,  and  a  gentle- 
man proposed.  Some  nice  fish  have  fallen  to  rods 
fisliing  at  Chesham.  Mr.  Yoimg  took  a  trout  of  over 
21b.  ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders,  one  of  16in.  in  length  ; 
Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  several  over  the  Greshara  limit, 
while  many  smaller  ones  have  been  put  back.  The 
hon.  sec.  reported  having  seen  a  fine  Thames  trout 
taken  on  May  5.  The  attraction  of  Tuesday  evening 
was  a  small  but  complete  exhibit  of  rods,  reels, 
tackle,  etc.,  for  the  capture  of  trout  either  with  the 
fly  or  spinning.  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.  kindly  lent 
"Gresham,"  "Lowndes,"  and  "Hamilton"  rods, 
"Gresham  "  reels  and  bags,  and  spinning  and  other 
reels  to  suit  various  tastes  and  pockets.  Fly  boxes, 
among  which  was  Mr.  Thonger's  patent  box,  and  a 
capital  collection  of  splendidly-tied  flies  made  up  a 
collection  as  varied  as  it  -was  useful.  The  idea  wliich 
Mr.  Tlionger  so  ably  carried  out  was  that  there  should 
be  shown  an  ideal  outfit  for  the  fly  fisher,  and  this, 
consistent  with  quality,  at  the  minimum  outlay. 
This  he  succeeded  in  showing  from  the  tackle 
necessary  to  the  coat,  etc.,  required  for  the  anglers' 
protection  and  comfort.  Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Thonger 
was  awarded  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting,  and 
expressions  of  the  society's  indebtedness  were  con- 
veyed to  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.  for  their  kindness. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Herne  Bay  Angling  Association. 

Several  good  takes  of  codling  and  pouting  have 
been  had  lately.  A  seal  (one  of  the  grey  species, 
with  dark  spots  on  the  back),  measuring' i about 
4ft.  6in.  in  length,  took  up  its  quarters  on  Monday 
at  the  pier  landing-stage,  and  was  seen  again  on 
Tuesday  trying  to  ascend  the  steps.  There  are 
usually  two  on  the  Hook  sand  at  this  time  of  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  tWs  will  not  fall  a  victim  to  the 
gun,  which  has  been  the  fate  of  several  others. — 
E.  F.  W. 


Hiohiuiry  Anolino  Society. 
The  meeting  on  May  9  was  one  which  the  members 
will  not  easily  forget  ;  it  confirmed  in  every  way 
the  ojainion  previously  formed  of  the  sterling  worth 
of  the  society's  new  trout  fishery.  Mr.  W.  T.  Att- 
wood  has  captured  from  this  water  a  magnificent 
trout  of  41b.  2Joz.  on  a  small  Zulu  fly  ;  the  fish  was 
weighed  at  headquarters  twenty-four  hours  after 
capture,  and  much  admired  by  members  present. 
Mr.  H.  Dunn  has  secured  another  good  specimen  of 
21b.  5|oz.  from  the  same  source  on  a  similar  fly. 
It  is  most  gratifying  to  report  that  though  eight 
brace  were  landed  by  Messrs. fAttwood,  Cox,  Dunad 
and  Rayner,  only  the  two  fish  mentioned  w^V 
retained,  several  nearly  a  pound  in  weight  being 
returned  to  the  water.  These  and  previous  captures 
raise  the  hopes  that  the  coming  May  Fly  season  will 
prove  fatal  to  many  specimen  trout  worthy  of  the 
taxidermist's  art.  Flies  and  tackle  fojr  the  Irish 
lakes  proved  an  interesting  topic  of  discussion, 
suitable  flies  of  Irish  manufacture  and  spinning 
l)aits  of  all  descriptions  were  on  view  for  the 
edificaftion  of  the  party  who  shortly  start  on  a 
fishing  holiday  to  the  West  of  Ireland. — Hon.  Sec. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Stone  presided  on  May  8,  and  the  names  of 
several  gentlemen  were  brought  forward  for  member- 
ship.   Our  annual  general  meeting  for  election  of 
officers,  etc.,  takes  place  on  May  15. — O.  S.  G. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  Blundell  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
mooting,  and  before  business  commenced  announced 
that  a  house  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Monday,  June  25  next,  when  a  dis- 
cussion will  be  opened  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  on  light 
rods.  Angling  experiences  were  not  particularly 
numerous  and  sport  had  not  been  altogether  satis- 
factory. Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  a  leash  of  sizeaVjle 
fish  on  the  Larabourn,  and  mentioned  that  on 
making  an  autopsy  of  one  of  them  he  found  the 
sub-imago  ofj  the  blue-winged  Olive  fairly  deve- 
loped without  the  wings  having  expanded.  The 
appearance  of  the  insect  resembled  the  gold-ribbed 
Hare's  Ear,  a  favourite  fly  to  put  up  when  trout  are 
bulging  at  the  nymph.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  had  a 
takeable  trout  at  Uxbridge,  which  was,  however, 
returned.  Mr.  Robert  Bradford  had  a  nice  fish  close 
upon  31b  on  a  private  stretch  of  the  Kennet.  Mr.  C. 
Mutler  gave  further  details  of  his  good  sport 
(recorded  last  week)  amongst  trout  on  preserved 
water,  as  also  some  interesting  information  regarding 
salmon  fishing  in  Norway. — Hon.  Sec. 

Watford  Piscatobs. 
The  monthly  meeting  was  held  on  May  5,  the 
president  in  the  chair.  A  present  of  175  fish  WM 
acknowledged,  some  of  the  roach  being  IJlb.  in 
weight,  which  were  carefully  put  in  the  Colne.  Two 
new  members  were  elected.  A  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  May  15  to  pass  the  balance-sheet. 
The  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  25. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


THE  ROYAL  RECREATION  OF  JOVIAL 
ANGLERS,  1682. 


Of  all  the  recreations  which 

Attended  to  human  nature. 
There's  nothing  soars  so  high  a  pitch 

Or  is  of  such  a  stature, 
As  is  the  subtile  Angler's  life 

In  all  men's  approbation. 
For  Angler's  tricks  do  daily  mix 

With  every  corporation. 
Wlien  Eve  and  Adam  liv'd  in  love 

And  had  no  cause  for  jangling,  -j 
The  Devil  did  the  waters  move,  '-V 

The  Serpent  went  to  angling  : 
He  baits  his  hook  with  God-like  look, 

Quoth  he  this  will  entangle  her. 
The  woman  chops,  and  down  she  drops : 

The  Devil  was  the  first  Angler. 
A  Lover  is  an  Angler  too. 

And  baits  his  hook  with  kisses  : 
He  plays,  he  toys,  he  fain  would  do. 

But  often  times  he  misses  : 
p[e  gives  her  rings,  and  such  fine  things 

As  fan,  or  muff,  or  night  hood  : 
But  if  you'll  cheat  a  City  peat  {damsel) 

You  must  bait  her  with  a  knighthood. 
There  is  no  Angler  like  a  wench 

Just  rising  in  the  water  -  ' 

She'll  make  you  leave  both  trout  and  tench; 

And  throw  yourself  in  after  ; 
Your  hook  and  line  she  will  confine,  i 

Then  intangled  is  the  int  angler. 
And  this  I  fear  hath  spoil'd  the  ware 

Of  many  a  Jovial  Angler. 
(Written   on   the    fly-leaf   of   the  "Compleal 
Troller,"  1682,  now  in  the  British  Museum.  Efoveil 
verses  in  all.)  | 
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Pfoirineial  flugling  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  resolution  passed  by  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  at  their  last  meeting  re  the  netting  of  the 
river  for  coarse  fish  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  with- 
out some  action  being  taken  by  the  whole  of  the 
associations  in  the  Midlands,  the  members  of  which 
are  composed  of  the  working  classes,  and  look  to 
the  Severn  as  their  principal  water.  The  Dudley 
Association  at  their  annual  meeting  on  May  7 
strongly  protested  against  the  action  of  the  Board 
and  passed  a  resolution  strongly  condemniiig  their 
action  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  sport  of  the  coarse  fishermen.  At  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  lield  on  May  3,  the  important 
matter  was  taken  into  serious  consideration,  and  it 
was  decided  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  delegates 
to  consider  this  matter  and  enter  a  strong  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  Board.  The  branches  of 
the  Provincial  Association  are  very  much  interested 
and  rent  stretches  of  water  on  the  river  and  its 
tributaries.  All  the  associations  will  take  action 
at  once  and  try  to  approach  the  proper  authorities 
to  prevent  this  unjust  bye-law  from  becoming  an 
absolute  fact.  The  balance-sheet  issued  by  the 
Birmingham  Association  shows  that  body  to  be  in 
a  sound  financial  position  ;  this  is  due,  in  a  measure, 
to  the  new  clubs  that  have  lately  joined,  as  the 
association  have  made  over  900  members  since  a 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  judging  of 
the  specimen  fish  at  Bingley  Hall  took  place  on 
May  2,  six  prizes  were  awarded  for  every  class, 
but  the  premier  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Bryant 
for  his  splendid  roach  taken  from  the  Thames  in 
the  association  contest  two  years  ago.  Independent 
of  this  prize  he  will  be  presented  with  the  Stanley 
Cup.  The  Highgate  Club  carried  off  the  largest 
number  of  prizes.  We  have  had  a  very  agreeable 
change  in  the  weather  ;  it  is  very  much  brighter 
and  warmer,  and  as  our  rivers  and  streams  are  just 
now  in  good  order,  trout  fishing  should  be  good. 
Those  who  live  near  or  can  make  the  journey  to 
Rhayader  in  Wales  and  fish  the  Birmingham 
Corporation  water  will  do  well  just  now,  as  fish  are 
reported  to  be  plentiful  and  of  a  good  size. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  in  first-class  condition  for  either 
fly  or  miimow  fishing  above  Hempholme,  and  during 
the  past  week  odd  nice  trout  have  been  picked  up 
here  and  there,  the  fish  now  being  in  excellent 
condition.  The  tributaries  are  also  in  nice  con- 
dition, and  at  Wansford,  Whinhill,  and  up  to 
Driffield  Lock,  in  the  Driffield  Canal,  a  few  brace 
of  nice  fish  have  been  creeled.  I  also  hear  of  one 
angler  with  swimming  the  worm  at  Frodingham 
Beck-end,  securing  a  very  good  trout  that  scaled  a 
little  over  21b.  At  Hull  Bridge  and  Beverley 
Beck-end,  a  few  good  eeLs  and  flounders  are  now 
on  the  run,  and  down  to  Wawneferry  the  river  is 
in  good  trim  for  bottom  fishing.  The  Abercrombie 
A.A.  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Hull 
Bridge  in  showery  weather,  but  Mr.  B.  Calam 
managed  to  secure  lib.  9oz.,  which  put  him  into 
the  first  prize.  At  the  May  council  meeting  of  the 
Hull  and  District  Amalgamation,  the  Beverley  A.A. 
and  the  Hull  Operative  Painters  A.A.  were  affiliated 
to  the  association,  and  a  grant  of  one  guinea  was 
made  to  the  widow  of  the  late  ,1.  Stinson,  of  the 
Clarence  A.A. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  Monday  (May  7)  Mr.  J.  Dawson  killed  a 
grand  lot  of  trout  with  fly  on  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Kent.    Dr.   Leeming  took  half  a  dozen  in 
Lovens  Park  (Kent)  which  included  two  weighing 
1  lb.   apiece.    Heavy  rain  fell  at  night  and  thu 
"  keen  ones  "  were  early  astir  in  the  morning  to 
try  their  luck  with  worm.    Messrs.  Atkinson,  Sharp, 
and  Inrnan  all  had  over  a  dozen  good  trout  apiece. 
TIk-  Staveley  and  Cowanhead  reach  of  this  stream  is 
'   '  ri<^  well  since  th<5  rain,  Mr.  Sill  having  creeled 
good    fish   within  the   past   few   day.s,  and 
lly  good  reports  reach  riie  from  the  Mint  and 
(it,  and  Huttori  and  Stainton  Becks.    The  black 
has  made  its  appearance  on  the  streams,  but 
the  trout  are  not  taking  much  notice  of  them  up 
te  present.     Better  reports  are  in  from  Windermere, 
'  the  rain  should  help  things  on  there.     Up  to 
firesent,  trolling  with  the  natural  and  artificial 
ii.mrjow  (phantom)  seems  to  be  about  the  best 
paying  game,  but  I  think  a  "  rise  "  may  be  expected 
any  tirne  now. 
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FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  is  in  nice  order,  fining  down  after  a 
fresh.  Keep  off  the  grass  and  other  growing  crops 
is  the  request  of  the  association  controlling  this 
river.  Reports  from  Liverpool  speak  of  many 
failures  in  "  stocking  matches  "  just  lately.  It  will 
be  interesting  to  know  the  result  of  the  case  Leeds 
way,  brought  by  the  Yorks  Fishery  Board.  Our 
county  members  are  numerous  in  the  N.F.A.,  and 
have  had  a  case  or  two  in  the  Ribble,  Clitheroe 
way,  a  few  years  ago.  Impounded  waters  for  power 
pvirposes  are  "  troubled  waters  "  for  anglers. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  welcome  change  in  the  temperature  has  done 
a  little  to  cheer  up  the  fly  fisher  and  more  rods  will 
be  out  this  week.  Mr.  Malpass,  just  returned  from 
Lake  Vyrnwy,  reports  Arctic  weather  during  his 
stay  there.  He  killed  150  trout  in  thirteen  days, 
averaging  |lb.,  chiefly  taken  with  the  fly,  tlie  minnow 
being  a  bad  second,  and  small  flies  the  best.  Satis- 
factory reports  are  to  hand  from  the  Welcomb, 

Smokers,"  Sherwood,  and  "  20 "  clubs.  In  a 
few  short  weeks  the  great  aimual  Whitsuntide 
holidays  will  be  here,  and  great  preparations  are 
being  made  to  get  away. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  much-needed  change, 
though  the  extra  water  contained  very  little  colour. 
Sport  has  again  bfeen  very  poor,  Shardlow  visitors 
failing  to  move  a  fish.  A  ieM  brace  have  come  from 
the  lower  lengths  of  the  Dover  Beck,  and  one  or  two 
povmders  are  reported  to  have  been  caught  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Greet.  The  most  important  event  of 
the  week  has  been  the  annual  meeting  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  at  their  headquarters,  the  Wel- 
lington Hotel,  in  Station-street.  ,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hodson, 
the  president,  took  the  chair,  and  he  was  supported 
by  a  large  mmiber  of  members.  The  ever  enter- 
prising and  popular  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Harry 
Spray,  s\ibmitted  the  thirty-fii'St  yearly  report, 
which  dealt  exhaustively  with  a  variety  of  important 
matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  society.  It  was 
decided  to  create  another  junior  branch  at  a  nominal 
fee  of  10s.  6d.  per  member  per  annum,  and  to  make 
the  Fiskerton  waters  a  separate  fishing  at  a  fee  of 
21s.  per  rod  per  annimi.  All  restrictions  on  boat 
fishing  in  connection  with  the  Shardlow  waters  had 
been  removed  subject  to  certain  contingencies. 
Juniors  were  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  both  fisheries, 
and  the  conamittee  hoped  that  many  new  members 
would  join  the  club.  Since  stocking  began  in  the 
Shardlow  waters  in  1899  the  committee  had  turned 
into  the  fishery  16,722  trout,  ranging  in  weight 
from  4lb.  downwards  to  yearlings  and  fry.  Many 
had  bred,  for  yearlings  had  been  caught  and  returned. 
During  the  last  three  years  no  fish  under  two  years 
old  had  been  deposited  in  the  river  at  Shardlow. 
The  report  was  adopted,  and  as  regards  the  prizes 
the  Bromley  Cup,  for  the  best  assortment  of  fish  of 
all  kinds,  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Walhs.  Mr.  A. 
Taylor  won  the  Hooley  Cup  for  the  best  fish  of  the 
year  with  a  chub  of  41b.  5JfOZ.  ;  and  the  gold  medals 
were  awarded  to  Mr.j^J.  P.  WooUey  (roach  1  lb.  9|oz.) 
and  Mr.  W.  Robinson  (pike  121b.).  All  the  officers 
and  the  committee  were  re-elected,  and  the  president 
announced  that  he  should  have  much  pleasure  in 
including  amongst  the  prizes  for  the  ensuing  year 
a  sum  of  two  guineas  for  the  best  trout  taken  with 
fly  in  the  society's  waters. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week,  and 
sport  very  poor  indeed.  The  weather  has  been  bad 
until  Tuesday,  when  we  had  a  glorious  spring  day, 
with  the  wind  in  the  south-east,  but  to-day  (May  9) 
the  wind  is  northerly  again  and  the  weather  very 
cold.  The  heavy  rain  we  have  had  is  telling  upon 
the  rivers,  and  will  be  very  beneficial,  and  thus  put 
the  trout  on  the  move.  Several  were  fishing  Mr. 
Higgs'  preserved  water  at  Le;ght  Court,  and  had 
fair  sport.  Mr.  H.  Stokes  caught  a  nice  lot ;  Mr.  M. 
T.  Perks  caught  a  few  brace  of  ^very  nice  fish  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Thrift  tlid  fairly  well.  Again,  I  hear 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Lee  had  some  good  sport  also 
in  one  of  the  Herefordshire  streams,  but  some  of  our 
sportsmen  were  not  so  fortimate.  Several  came  home 
without  a  fish.  Anglers  in  this  district  are  mticli  put 
al)oiit  at  the  decision  of  the  Severn  Fisliery  Boiiid 
at  their  late  meeting  to  net  the  rivers  (the  Avon 
excej)ted)  witli  small  ineshed  nets  for  the  purpose  of 
/■  ridding  the  rivers  "  of  coarse  fish — a  very  difficult 
job  to  accomplish — and  the  reason  adduced  for  doing 
so  was  "  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  destruction  of 
salmon  and  trout  was  due  to  coarse  fish  " — a  pure 
fabrication.  If  I  mistake  not,  one  of  the  bye-laws  of 
the  Board,  which  has  not  been  rescinded,  will  render 
this  new  bye-law  null  and  void. 
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NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Heavy  rain  has  fallen  for  several  liours  generally 
throughout  the  country,  and  all  the  principal 
waters  are  now  in  order,  and  the  prospects  of  sport 
have  been  materially  improved,  though  matters  are 
slow  in  improving  at  several  stations.  When  the 
waters  settle  sport  should  show  a  decided  improve- 
ment, especially  at  those  places  where  salmon  are 
coming  in  freely  from  the  sea.  No  sport  worth 
mentioning  has  been  had  at  sea-trout.  Sea  angling 
has  been  generally  backward,  and  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  pollack.  A  fishery  inquiry  was  held  at 
Queenstown  last  week  by  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Green  and 
Mr.  D.  H.  Lane,  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Education,  Ireland  (Fishery  Department), 
into  the  allegation  that  the  custom  of  fishing  off 
the  south-west  coast  of  Ireland  before  June  in  each 
year  was  detrimental  to  mackerel  fishing. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Heavy  rain  came  down  late  last  week,  running 
the  rivers  into  spate,  and  now  they  are  in  good 
condition  generally.  The  temperature,  too,  has 
risen  a  bit.  The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in 
splendid  order,  and  visitors  should  get  to  Newton- 
stewart  at  once.  Few  anglers  have  patronised  that 
centre  for  the  rivers  for  so  far  this  season.  The 
gillies  and  the  local  men  are  getting  excellent  trout 
fishing.  The  members  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary (Belfast)  A.C.  had  a  day  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Lagan  on  May  4.  The  river  was 
high  and  coming  thickly,  and  till  late  in  the  day 
fly  fishing  was  impossible,  and  spoon  fishing  was 
unproductive.  In  these  reaches  the  trout  are  rather 
scarce,  but  run  large.  A  meeting  of  the  Glenties 
A.C.  was  held  on  May  1,  Mr.  F.  Ward  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  E.  Kennedy  reported  a  fine  day's  sport  on 
April  28,  when  the  honours  went  to  the  president, 
whose  catch  was  eight  trout,  weighing  121b.  A 
deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  on  Mr.  Pomeroy, 
agent  of  the  owner  of  the  Owenea,  to  ask  for  per- 
mission to  fish  the  Owenea  on  competition  days. 
The  president  said  he  would  present  a  cup  for 
competition.  It  was  decided  to  support  the  baiUffs 
in  their  endeavours  to  put  down  otter  fishing  on 
the  lakes. 


ABOUT  SNAKES. 


Thk  original  viper  opened  his  campaign  less 
intelligently — to  wit,  with  his  poison-fangs  at  the 
back  of  his  jaw.  Consequently  he  had  to  catch  his 
prey  with  his  harmless  front  teeth,  work  it  right 
away  to  the  back  of  his  head  (a  snake's  moutli 
reaches  nearly  to  the  nape  of  its  neck),  and  open 
his  mouth  to  an  angle  of  nearly  ninety  degrees 
before  he  could  bring  his  fangs  to  bear.  The  remedy 
was  to  discard  all  the  solid  teeth  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  jawbone  in  front  of  the  fangs,  and 
as  a  result,  easily  intelligible,  no  solid  teeth  are 
found  on  the  upper  jawbone  of  the  viper  behind 
the  fangs — because  there  never  were  any  there. 

There  are  no  gradations  of  the  development  of 
the  vipers  from  these  back-fanged  snakes,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  less  and  more  specialised  cobras,  and 
for  long  they  were  regarded  as  "no  connections." 
Latterly,  however,  anatomists  had  reasoned  out  the 
evolution  as  highly  probable,  and  quite  recently 
this  theory  was  confirmed  by  the  discovery  of  an 
analytical  expert  that  the  venom  of  vipers  and  that 
of  back-fanged  serpents  was  to  all  intents  identical. 
It  may  be  remarked  incidentally  that  viper  venom 
differs  considerably  from  cobra  venom. 

Of  deadly  snakes,  which  is  the  most  fatal  ?  The 
most  correct  and  comprehensive  reply  is  that  one 
is  as  bad  as  the  other,  and  rather  worse.  Size 
counts  for  a  great  deal.  The  venom  of  the  cobras 
is  more  virulent  than  that  of  the  vipers  ;  neverthe- 
less, it  would  be  preferable  to  be  bitten  by  the 
notorious  little  Indian  karait,  which  is  no  thicker 
than  your  finger,  than  by  a  big  puff  adder  with  a 
head  the  size  of  a  tablespoon  and  fangs  and  poison- 
glands  to  match.  The  most  dangerous  snake  is  the 
African  mamba,  the  most  specialised,  the  most 
deadly,  and  one  of  the  largest  of  the  cobras.  It 
flies  at  everybody  and  everything  :  it  goes  out  of 
its  way  to  quarrel  ;  it  will  even  come  down  from  a 
tree  to  solicit  an  interview.  Over  in  India  there  is 
the  great  king  cobra,  or  Hamadryad,  a  size  larger, 
quite  as  fierce — it  has  been  known  to  chase  a  man 
on  liorseback  ;  he  had  to  ride  for  his  life — but  its 
poison  is  a  degree  less  virulent.  The  difference, 
however,  may  be  considered  negligible,  and  ceases 
to  interest  the  patient  after  a  few  minutes.  Among 
the  Australian  cobras,  the  pit-vipers  of  America, 
and  the  great  West  African  vipers  there  are  species 
with  evil  reputations  ;  and  the  most  alarming 
feature  is  that  the  aggressive  snakes  are  all  despe- 
rately poisonous.  It  is  a  relief  to  turn  to  the  one 
American  cobra,  the  coral  snake.  It  is  very  highly 
specialised,  very  beautiful,  very  venomous,  and  very- 
amiable. — Cornhill  Magazine. 
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NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Ardara,  Co.  Donegal. 


Finest  Salmon  and  Trout  Tishing  in 
North  of  Ireland,  which  includes  up- 
wards of  10  lakes,  with  boats,  and  four 
rivers  free,  with  two  larger  salmon  rivers, 
for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  5s.  per  day 
per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  the  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
makes  it  a  fine  centre  for  visiting  the 
most  interesting  parts,  some  of  which 
lie  in  close  proximity.  Golf  Linkg  and 
Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards. 
Terms  moderate. — Apply 

NEIL  McNELIS. 


"  And  here  and  there  a  iustii  trout, 
Ami  liere  and  there  a  ifraiiliiiij." 

TENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL. 

(Hiiiler  entirely  New  Muuanenuiit.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling; 

Fishingoii  tlie  RivevTeme.  TncliisiveTtinis 
from  2i  a  iiiiieas  i)er  week.— Kor  the  Ten  bury  «wiiu 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  'i'liuMA.s  E.  Hanks,  Manager. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND. 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  and  Brown 
Trout  Fishing.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured 
of  splendid  sport.  The  sporting  Hotel 
of  Shetland  ;  comfortable  ;  good  cuisine  ; 
moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 

(ientleinen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  ui^'llt, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
'The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  Hsh — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  .ilso  free.  CRmtM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  tlie  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Hague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
L\iby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  liOATS  FitKB.  Taritf 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  McCARTHV,  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  ON  LOUGH  GORRIB 

Accommodation  for  Anglers  at 

BALLYMAGIBBON  HOUSE 

(Cong,  Co.  Mayo). 

Ten  minutes'  walk  from  fishing  ground. 
The  best  rim  for  Salmon  and  Trout  on 
Corrib.  Two  miles  east  of  Cong.  Charges 
moderate,  and  good  boats  available. 

.  T.  CUMMINS. 

SGHOENAU,  Black  Forest. 

Beautiful  Health  Resort.     Two  hours 
from  Basle. 

THE  SUN  HOTEL 

and  PARK  VILLA 

(Black  Forest  House). 

With  modern  comforts,  in  splendid 
situation.     Vast  and  Romantic  Park. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  (many  parts 
of  the  Rivers  are  exclusively  reserved  for  Sport 
Fishing).    Ask  for  Prospectus. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE  OUSE. 


FOUR  3IILES  OF  FISHIKG 

in  the  River  Ouse,  lietween  Ely  and  Littleport ; 
and  about  a  Mile  in  the  River  lark  at  Ely. 
(!ood  Coarse  I'ishuig,  water  preserved  and 
keeper  employed.  Tickets,  5s.  for  the  season 
(e.\clusive  of  Si)inning  for  Pike  or  Perch).  In- 
clufling  Pike  Fishing,  7s.  6rf.  Arrangements  will 
be  niafle  with  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany for  reduced  fai'es  from  London.  Names 
and  addresses  of  applicants  to  fish  must  be  sent 
to  us  for  submission  to  the  Fishery  Committee, 
envelopes  to  be  marked  "Fishery."  .Season 
commences  lOtli  June.  Plain  copies  of  Rules 
can  be  obtained  of  us,  but  every  Ticket-holder 
will  have  to  purchase  a  bound  copy  of  the  Rules 
when  a  Ticket  is  issued  to  him. 
U.  <fc  G.  L,  AllCHUR,  Solicitors,  Ely,  Canibs., 
Clerlcn  to  the  South  Leiiel  Drainage  and 
Nuwjation  Cmniiiissioneri. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 

Unetiualled  for  its  excel- 
lent Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Maclcepel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  ali  Rock  Fish. 

Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  A.  EowELD, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth;  or 
Mr.  0.  J.  Russell, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

MudcraU:  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbc  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


K/NG'S  WORTHY,  HANTS. 

{2i  miles  frpm  City  of  Winchester,  and 
^i  hours'  Rail  from  London.) 

SALEOFFREEHOLD 
WATER  MEADOWS, 

with  e.\tcDsivc  FISHING  RIGHTS  in  the 

Kivcr  Itcheii. 

Also  several  Picturesque  Cottag:es< 

easily  adapted  for  I'isbinp;  Cottages  or  small 
Country  Residences,  in  the  above  favourite 
village. 

Messrs.  JAMES  HARRIS  &  SON  have  been 
favoured  with  in.structions  by  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook  to  SELL  BY  AUCTION  at 
the  GEORGE  HOTEL,  WINCHEisTER,  on 
I'l'ESDAY,  MAY  22n(l,  1906,  at  .-5  o'clock,  in  Lots. 

Particulars,  Plan,  and  Conditions  of  Sale  may 
be  olitained  of  Messrs.  Markby  Stewart  A  Co., 
Solicitors,  57,  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.C.,  of 
Messrs.  Rawlence  it  Scpiarey,  Land  Agents,  l.^p, 
Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  or  of  the 
Auctioneers,  Winchester.  ' 


SALMON  FLY-DRESSERS. 

Apply  to 

Messrs.  HARDY  BROTHERS, 
ALNWiCH. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  weU-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
torty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manages, 
ICKLEFOED  Fishery,  Hitchin. 


(In  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 

TO   LET,  FURNISHED, 

Hv  the  year,  a  sixteenth  century  timbereil 
FARM  HOUSE,  with  a  right  of  Fishing  on 
Bransbury  Common.  The  House,  which  has 
just  been  entii'ely  renovated,  contains  three 
sitting  rooms,  four  bed  rooms,  and  dressing 
room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders.  There  are 
a  two-stall  stable  and  coachman's  house.  An 
acre  of  Meadow  Land  could  be  Let  with  the 
bouse.— For  jiarticulars  apply  to  Campbkll 
Wade,  Solicitor,  4,  St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C.,  or 
R.  K.  Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm, 
Uaslemere. 


FOR  SAIL.E:. 


REAL  BARGAINS, 


First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  W{)R(;ESTER. 

First-clasii  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  EVESUAM. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER. 
For  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  .Iamrs 

Aston,  Accountant,  6,  Mlllsboro  Koad,  Redditch. 


HANTS,  one  mile  from  Fordingbridge. 

TO  LET, 

Furnished,  Double-fronted  HOUSE 

with  Attendance.  Good  Plain  Cooking.  Two 
Sitting,  Three  Bedrooms,  Front  Lawn.  Noted 
Fishing  District.  Pretty  Coiuitry.  Terms  30*. 
I>cr  week.— S.,  37,  Frithville  Gardens,  Shepherd's 
Bu.sh,  l.rf)ndon,  W. 


FISHING  ON  THE  TEST. 

About  600  Yards  GOOD 
FISHING,  near  Ronisey. 

Apply— 

C.  FOX,  Station  Road,  Romsey. 

Messrs.  DEBENHAM, 

'20,  Kino  Stuket,  Covk.nt  Gahukn,  W  ILL  SELL 
■  on  Friday,  May  18, 

FIVE  FINE  SPECIMEN  RODS 

(liV  llAIII.Y), 

and  other  Rotts  and  Tackle 

I'.y  Farlow,  Carter,  Ogdeu,  Slater,  Cummins,  <tc. 
Catalogues  ]io3l  fiee. 

FOR  SALE-CHEAP. 

SIX  NETS,  40  feet  x  40  inches. 

oilers  for  one  or  more. — Waltkk  Gil.LKSl'lK, 
Cai  rier,  Ts,  Ingram  Street,  Glasgow. 


You  can  do  an  old  angler  a  good  turn,  and  your- 
self reap  a  benefit,  at  a  small  cost,  by  sending 
for  a  copy  of 

"THE   TRENT  OTTER'S" 

PRACTICAL  FISHING 

FOR  COARSE  FISH. 

11)  chapters ;  150  closely  printed  pages,  33  illus- 
trations; Bound  in  strong  cloth  covers.  45 
years'  practical  experience  in  English  waters 
far  and  wide.  Much  to  instruct,  much  to 
interest.   

Price  1/-  o}il>j.  Pontage  3d.  extra,  from 

J.  W.  MARTIN,  ("The  Trent  Otter,') 

8,  SKYMOI  K  St.,  EL'STON  SQUARE,  LONDON,  -N.W. 

Illustrated  Circulars  and  Catalogue  of  high- 
class  lisbing  goods  Free. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sm  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  AgeTits  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Oftices  at  the  same  address. 


GITT,  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  ■  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq.,  M:.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.G. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
liury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

P(vs!(iert(-L0RD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  'Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 

SECRETARY. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 

Blenheim  AngUng  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefield 
tishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Head<|uartors,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harelield.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains.  Meetings  each 
Wednesday,  and  particulars  of  Secretary  at 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


Cast  yonr  Eyeon  tMs! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  28.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  68. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
DM  A  OH,  IRELAND. 

Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Polio j 
IndemnifTing     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  medical  Examination  required. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANr,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  IHrector, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE, 
f  3.00 

THB  CASUALTY  INSURAROE  COMPANY,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paj>er  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the  - 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from  ' 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to  i 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  tollowing  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  iosarance  I3  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription  ■ 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their  1 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  <Sic.  Natural  Bun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  FJy-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.   p^icX!  LISTS  FREE. 
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BRITISH  SEA  AXGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Ok  Wednesday  (May  9)  the  members  met  with  a 
disappointment.  Mr.  William  Hoarder,  the  well- 
ioiown  sea  fishing  expert  of  Plymouth,  and  the 
Society's  agent  there,  was  to  have  read  them  a 
paper  on  "  Dogfish  as  Friends  and  Enemies,"  but 
could  not,  being  detained  to  give  evidence  on 
subpoena  in  the  courts  there. 

But  as  has  before  happened  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  came 
to  the  rescue,  giving  the  members  an  impromptu 
but  very  complete  and  useful  disquisition  upon  the 
proper  making  of  traces — gut  and  other — with  the 
apt  demonstrations  his  agile  fingers  know  so  well 
the  way  of  doing.  Though  there  was  not  much 
that  was  new  to  old  stagers,  the  younger  and  the 
less  experienced  of  the  audience  had  a  most  excel- 
lent object  lesson,  and  went  wiser  away.  He  was 
most  deservedly  thanked. 

Reports  from  stations  showed  increased  activity 
at  the  fishing  stations  round  the  coast.  At  Brixham, 
fair  takes  of  pollack,  two  anglers  taking  471b.,  in  two 
days'  fishing.  The  takes  of  flounders  and  dabs  at 
Leigh  and  Southend  continued  good,  and  Mr. 
Summers  reported  that  there  was  plenty  of  bass  at 
Newhaven,  fine  plaice  and  dabs  on  the  trawl  ground, 
and,  oddly  enough,  codling  were  still  being  taken, 
a  most  unusuaJ  occurrence  at  this  season.  The  hotel 
this  month  is  full  up,  a  month  later  there  will  be 
more  room. 

The  secretary  reminded  the  members  that  the 
specimen  fish  competition  in  British  waters  for 
1906  would  terminate  as  usual  on  July  31  next, 
go  that  takes  of  large  specimen  fish  selected  should 
be  notified  at  the  time  of  taking,  and  the  required 
certificate  sent  in  to  headquarters.  Also  that  the 
competition  for  the  committee  cup  for  bass  not 
under  31b.,  sea  bream  21b.,  coalfish  81b.,  mackerel 
lib.,  grey  mullet  1  lb.,  pollack  61b.  to  count  for  the 
prize,  would  this  year  be  fished  on  the  Welsh  coast 
and  that  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

The  pocket  book  for  1906-7  was  being  prepared. 
Members  were  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
secretary  information  and  suggestions  for  making 
it  still  more  useful  and  complete. 

Next  Wednesday  (May  16)  Mr.  C  O.  Minchin 
will  read  a  paper  on  "Natural  Baits  for  Sea 
Fishing."  H.  P 

letters  to  the  Ebitot, 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE— 
A  REFUTATION. 
Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  May  5  your  Lake 
-itrict  correspondent,  writing  imder  the  heading 
••  Provincial  Anghng  Notes,"   reports  on  the 
lisliing  on  Windermere  of  the  previous  week,  and, 
apparently,  of  the  rest  of  the.  season,  in  this  one 
cryptic  and  astonishing  sentence  : — "  I  cannot  see 
that  anything  can  now  redeem  Windermere  from 
i  being  an  utter  failure  tliis  season."    Such  a  concise 
I  and  sweeping  condemnation,  with  May  at  that  time 
I  not  yet  twenty-foin:  hours  old,  must  surely  be  the 
i  ontcome  either  of  maUce  or  of  pessimism,  or  is  it  the 
i  cry  of  ambition  unachieved  '!    "  Old  Moore,"  in  his 
!  palmiest  days,  could  scarce  have  hoped  to  rise  to 
such  heights  of  prophecy  !  The  fact  that  the  Winder- 
:  mere  and  District  Angling  Association  numbers  as 
members,  in  addition  to  yourself,  some  200  influential 
,   gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who  are 
I   banded  together  in  a  philanthropic  attempt  to  try 
.   and  improve  the  trout  fishing  in  Lake  Windermere, 
aM  who  have  provided  over  £800  for  the  formation 
,   of  a  hatchery,  which  is  now  being  nm  to  further 
their  endeavours,   will,   I  hope,   be   a  sufficient 
larantee  of  the  interest  that  is  taken  in  our  lake 
•liini,',  and  of  tlie  genuine  dismay  that  an  announce- 
uch  as  this  must  cause,  not  only  to  those  who 
■  he  interests  of  the  fishing  at  heart,  but  to 
oil,'  1,  who,  week  by  week,  rely  on  your  excellent 
paper  as  their  sole  basis  of  information.    In  order 
that  intending  visitors  may  not  be  misled  by  this 
■port,  but  without  in  any  way  desiring  to  gild  what 
IS  so  far  undoubtedly  Vjeen  a  poor  season,  I  think 
fair  to  say  that  many  good  baskets  taken  this 
by  the  fly  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and, 
I"     '  hack  no  further  than  Saturday  and  Mtmday 
last^  one  of  our  members  had  to  his  own  rod  iiino 
and  fifteen  fish  respectively,  averaging  |lb.  apiece  ; 
tiilst  trolling  for  trout  has  been  more  successful 
more  actively  pursued  this  year  than  for  many 
past,  and  many  good  catches,  up  to  121b.  per 
;  a  single  boat,  have  been  recorded.  The  Drake 
liud  .May  Fly  season  last  year,  commencing  about 
I    the  middle  of  May,  and  lasting  well  into  Juno,  was 
exceptionally  good — one  fisherman  netting  over 
'<200  good  fish  during  thia  period — and  there  is  no 


possible  reason  why  this  season  should  not  prove 
to  be  as  good  or  even  better  than  last. — Yours  truly, 

GE0BG15  GaTEY,  JuN., 

Hon.  Secretary  Windermere  and 
District  Angling  Association. 
[I  have  also  an  account  of  good  sport  had  by  an 
angler  on  Windermere  in  my  "  Occasional  Notes." 
—Ed.] 

.  FISHING  IN  SHETLAND. 
De.ui  Sir,— In  reply  to  P.  Schilizzi,  I  went  to 
Shetland  last  year  for  three  weeks,  starting  Aug.  18, 
and  stayed  at  the  Hillswick  Hotel,  which  is  run  by 
the  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation  Co.  I  found 
everything  very  satisfactory,  and  everyone  most  kind 
and  attentive,  and  the  boatman,  Tom  Sandison, 
excellent  in  every  way.  The  sea-trout  fishing  was  not 
good  when  I  was  there,  but  I  think  it  is  generally 
better.  The  best  afternoon  that  two  of  us  had  wo 
got  nine,  largest,  21b.  14oz. 

Tliere  are  numerous  small  lochs  where  the  brown 
trout  afford  good  sport  in  the  summer,  though  the 
fish  do  not  run  large. 

What  I  enjoyed  most  was  the  saiUng  and  sea 
fishing.  The  day  I  arrived  there  I  went  out  with  the 
boatman,  and  in  two  hours  we  had  a  catch  of  exactly 
100  fine  haddocks  and  a  floimder.  Railing  for 
mackerel  was  also  good  sport,  and  the  mackerel 
were  verv  large,  and  fought  well  on  Hght  tackle. 
Halibut,  ling,  coal-fish,  etc.,  are  also  met  with,  and 
on  fine  evenings  there  is  great  fun  in  traiUng  three  or 
four  hnes  with  white  flies  and  catching  what  I  think 
were  called  "  piltocks,"  which  are  two-year-old 
coal-fish.  Tlie  best  time  of  year  to  visit  the  islands 
would  be,  I  think,  June  or  July,  and  these  two 
montlis  have  no  darloiess  at  all,  and  I  was  told 
that  visitors  were  often  playing  croquet  in  front  of 
the  hotel  at  12  o'clock  at  night. 

I  went  all  the  way  by  water,  leaving  London 
Saturday  evening,  and  arriving  at  Aberdeen  Monday 
morning,  then  changing  to  the  Hillswick  boat,  and 
arriving  there  on  Wednesday  morning.  There  is 
some  shooting  in  the  summer  at  green  plover,  but 
they  had  all  gone  when  I  arrived,  but  we  got  a  few 
golden  plover  and  ducks,  including  eider  ducks  ;  and 
my  brother,  who  was  with  me,  got  an  interesting 
case  of  specimen  sea  birds.  The  country  and  climate 
are  very  similar  to  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland,  near 
Lough  Mask.— Yours  truly,  W.  H.  D. 

A  FINE  CUMBERLAND  TROUT. 
De.4,r  Sir, — Fishing  on  the  lake  on  Wednesday 
(May  2),  with  one  of  Messrs.   Carter  and  Co.'s 
"Fine"   casts  at  6s.  per  dozen,  I  hooked  and 
landed  a  4lb.  trout.    I  think  this  a  fairly  good 
test  as  to  the  quality  of  the  gut  suppHed  by  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co. — Yours  truly,      James  R.  Hill. 
Keswick,  May  9. 
P.S.— The  fish  took  the  tail  fly. 


"FREE  ANGLING  WATERS  IN  SCOTLAND." 

De.'vb  Sir, — On  behalf  of  a  large  number  of 
legitimate  anglers,  I  have  pleasure  in  congratulating 
Mr.  Lamond,  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improve- 
ment Association,  on  his  lucid  letter  in  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  of  April  28,  regarding  so-called  public 
common  trout  angling  on  Scottish  lochs  and  streams. 
It  is  really  surprising  the  mimber  of  people  who  are 
in  the  belief  that  if  the  proprietors  of  lochs  or 
streams  have  allowed  the  public  to  fish  their  waters 
for  a  certain  time,  a  pubUc  right  to  fish  is  thereby 
established.  For  this  erroneous  impression  alone, 
we  have  had  a  deal  of  trouble  in  our  endeavours  to 
stamp  out  illegal  and  night  fishing  on  Loch  Doon, 
Ayrshire. — Yours  truly,  Jas.  Macdonald. 


DRESSINGS   OF  FLIES,  ETC. 
Dear  Sib,— I  noticed  a  correspondent  asking  for 
dressings  of  flies  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.    I  have  pleasure  in  giving  him  these',  and 
hope  he  will  meet  with  good  sport  with  them  : — 

Olive  Dun. — Body,  floss  silk  or  peacock's  quill, 
dyed  olive  ;  hackle  and  tail,  a  blue  dim  cock's  hackle 
stained  olive  by  a  dip  in  onion  dye  ;  wings,  starling. 

Ginger  Quill. — Body,  peacock's  quill,  imdyed  ; 
hackle  and  tail,  ginger  cock's  ;  wings,  starhng. 
Two  turns  of  flat  gold  may  be  placed  under  tail,  if 
desired. 

Red  Quill. — Body,  peacock's  quill,  dyed  a  warm 
reddish  brown  ;  hackle  and  tail,  red  game  cock's  ; 
wings,  starhng. 

Alder. — Body,  bronze  peacock's  harl  ;  hackle, 
brown  hen's ;  wings,  speckled  brovvn  hen's  or 
bustard. 

Governor. — Body,  copper-coloured  peacock's  harl ; 
hackle,  ginger  cock's  ;   wings,  woodcock. 

Sedge  Fly. — Body,  brown  or  ginger  fur,  ribbed 
with  gold  wire  ;  hackle,  ginger  cock's,  carried  from 
head  to  tail  ;  wings,  landrail. 

Badger  Midge. — Body,  black  floss,  tipped  with 
silver  ;  hackle,  badger  cock's. 
I  noticed  aomo  time  ago  a  correspondont  asking 


for  the  dressing  of  The  Witch.  From  descriptions 
published  previously,  I  think  this  fly  is  a  "  green 
insect,"  with  a  red  tag  and  gold  ribs. 

I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  some  friendly 
lirothor  angler  could  and  would  inform  me  how  to 
mix  or  wlioro  to  obtain  stains  for  staining  rods,  such 
as  brown,  grey,  olive  green,  etc.  ;  also  how  to  apply 
same  to  get  the  best  results  and  prevent  the  stain 
chipping  off.— Yours  truly.       Little  Makkyat. 

Tutbury. 

[A  year  or  two  ago  I  mentioned  in  the  Finhing 
Gazette  a  little  handbook  giving  just  the  inforrnation 
my  correspondent  warts.  I  will  try  to  find  it 
again. — Ed.] 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  THE  AVON  OR  STOUR. 

De.\r  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  A  Beginner's  "  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  28,  the  fishing  in  the 
Stour  here  is  not  free,  but  it  is  good,  and  I  beg  to 
enclose  the  rules  of  our  association.  Roach  are 
caught  freely  up  to  \\\h.,  frequently  to  the  extent 
of  301b.  a  day,  pike  are  plentiful,  and  perch 
abundant,  but  rather  [small.  If  "  A  Beginner"  will 
communicate  with  me,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him 
any  further  information  I  can. — Yours  tridy, 

C.  S.  Blandi-obd,  Hon.  Sec. 

Stunninster  and  Hinton  Fishing  Association, 
Sturminster  Newton. 

LOCH  MORAR. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Oliver  Procter, 
in  your  issue  of  April  28,  re  Loch  Morar,  I  am 
afraid  that  he  will  not  get  salmon  in  the  loch,  except 
at  either  the  top  or  bottom  ends. 

Loch  Morar  is  very  bleak  and  dour  loch,  one 
of  the  deepest  in  Scotland,  being,  I  believe, 
170  fathoms  at  its  deepest  part.  The  fishing  is,  as 
far  as  I  could  find,  mostly  trolling,  at  least 
fisliing  from  Mallaig  Hotel,  which  I  tried  for  ten 
days  in  April,  1905.  The  foot  of  the  loch  and  the 
river  are  strictly  preserved,  and  the  hotel  boats 
are  about  two  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  loch.  From 
inquiries  I  made  I  found  that  salmon  were  rarely 
got,  though  sea-trout  were  got  in  July,  and  large 
trout,  up  to,  I  believe,  181b.  On  April  8,  1905,  on  a 
4in.  Blue  and  Silver  Hardy's  "Ideal"  Phantom, 
with  |oz.  lead  four  fathoms  above  the  lure,  and 
40  yards  of  line  out,  I  got  a  l\Vo.  trout ;  this  was 
very  early  for  the  loch,  and  due  to  deep  trolling. 
The  top  of  the  loch  is  practically  useless  to  tho.se 
staying  at  Mallaig,  as  the  loch  is  fourteen  miles  long, 
and  no  road  up  it  except  a  bridle  path.  The  scenery 
is  very  wild  and  grand,  the  hills  coming  down  sheer 
to  the  edge  of  the  loch,  which  is  conducive  to  sudden 
squalls,  and  two  men  are  needed  to  a  boat. 

From  Mallaig  there  is  a  Uttle  brown  trout  fishing, 
but  they  are  small.  The  sea  fishing  is  good.  I  see, 
on  April  12,  1905,  I  got  forty-three  fish,  361b., 
nearly  all  whiting.  Tliis  was  only  with  hand-Unes 
borrowed  from  the  local  fishermen  on  a  short  day 
from  about  eleven  till  four. 

I  can  assure  your  correspondent  that  if  the  hotel 
is  under  the  same  management,  that  he  \vill  be  most 
comfortable,  the  manager  and  his  \\-ife  being  most 
desirous  and  sparing  no  trouble  to  see  to  the  comfort 
of  their  guests. — Yours  truly,        H.  J.  Gifford. 

FISHING  AT  ESKDALE,  CUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — It*  is  my  intention  to  \-isit  Eskdale, 
Cumberland,  this  smnmer,  and  as  an  ardent  angler 
I  should  be  obliged  if  you  could,  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  say  whether  the  rivers  roimd  about 
there  "are  available  for  trout  fishing  (by  ticket  or 
otherwise),  and  whether  good  sport  may  be  looked 
for.  I  notice  there  are  the  rivers  Irt  and  Duddon 
close  by.  A  few  words  of  information  would 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Crayfish. 


FISHING  ON  THE  LEA. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents tell  me  where  to  get  permission  to  fish  the 
Lea  at  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's,  and  what  sort  of 
sport  is  to  be  got  ?  Also  is  there  any  sport  to  be 
got  in  the  Ribb  at  Standon  ? — Yom-s  truly, 
^  H.  E.  A. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shovdd  be  very  grateful  if  you  or 
any  of  your  many  readers  could  recommend  a  place 
in  Scotland  where  good  sea-trout  fishing  can  be 
obtained  at  the  end  of  June  or  early  July. — Yours 
truly,  Country  Doctor. 

TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  DART. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  give  me  information  re  trout  fisliing  on  the 
Dart  at  Totnes,  South  Devon.  Under  what  con- 
ditions are  licences  granted,  and  what  are  the 
charges  for  same  ?  Are  there  any  restrictions  as  to 
bait  1    Where    can    the    licences    be    obtained  ? 
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Answers  to  the  above  questions '  and  any  other 
information  will  be  thankfully  received. — Yours 
truly,  H.  B.  B. 

BEST  MONTHS  FOR  FISHING  IN  CO. 
DONEGAL. 

Deab  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  tell  me  the  best  month  for  fishing,  from 
Clonbur,  Lough  Mask  and  Corrib,  co.  Donegal.  I 
should  be  glad  of  any  information. — Yours  truly, 

A  Lady  Angler. 

A  FINE  LOCH  TROUT. 

Deab.  Sib, — I  secured  a  most  beautiful  specimen 
of  a  loch  trout  (m  May  1  on  the  gudgeon.  It 
was  lOJlb.  weight,  '29iu.  long,  lOin.  in  girth,  in  the 
pink  of  condition  and  very  heavily  spotted  It 
had  a  spotted  tail,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
any  reason  given  why  some  trout  have  tliis  pecu- 
liarity and  others  have  not.  The  fish  run  about 
eighty  yards  of  line  out,  and  fought  well. — Yours 
truly,  Ian  Lindsey  Stewabt. 

AMATEUR  ROD  MAKING. 

Deab  Stb, — In  answer  to  "  Grouse  and  Green," 
1  have  made  several  split  cane  rods  which  are 
perfectly  satisfactory,  though,  of  course,  not  so 
highly  finished  as  professional  work. 

I  use  the  Tonquiu  or  common  or  garden  cane, 
about  -Jin.  to  lin.  thick.  It  is  much  straighter  and 
stronger  than  bamboo,  and  has  fewer  knots.  I 
cut  a  V-shaped  groove  about  J,in.  deep  in  the 
bench,  with  sides  about  (iOdeg.  angle,  for  planing 
the  strips  in,  and  I  turn  the  o\iter  skin  side  inwards 
in  gluing  up,  so  that  tlie  strongest  wood  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  rod,  making  tlie  joints  the  sumo 
thickness  until  glued,  and  planing  to  shape  when 
made.  I  use  a  small  American  metal  plane.  1 
use  common  glue.  I  foiuid  on  taking  an  old  rod 
to  pieces  that  this  was  what  the  wonderful  "  cement " 
which  the  tackle  makers  use  consists  of.  But  the 
glue  must  be  good,  thin,  free  frcmi  lumps,  anil  put 
on  with  a  brush  quickly,  and  the  pieces  put  together 
while  the  glue  is  hot.  To  do  this  I  cut  a  cardboard 
disc  a  few  inches  in  diameter  with  six  holes,  through 
which  I  stick  the  separate  pieces,  and  glue  about  a 
foot  at  a  time,  binding  with  twine  as  I  go  on,  and 
allow  twenty-four  hours  for  glue  to  set.  The 
straightness  of  the  joint  does  not  matter  while 
doing  it,  as  it  is  easily  straightened  before  the  glue 
sets.  I  find  roimd  joints  as  good  as  hexagonal  or 
octagonal,  and  simple  spiral  whipping  as  good  as 
and  far  less  trouble  than  the  interrupted  plan. 

I  am  writing  this  in  answer  to  a  stranger  who  is 
probably  a  better  workman  than  myself,  and  trust 
lie  will  not  smile  at  my  very  amateurish  description. 
— Yours  truly,  Hildyard  Rogers. 

VARNISH  FOR  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  a  recipe  for  a  perfectly  dull  green 
varnish  or  paint  for  rods  ? 

I  have  tried  paint  specially  made  up  by  an  oil 
and  colovn-  merchant,  but  found  that  it  was  still 
too  shiny. — Yours  truly,  W.  M 

TROUT  STREAM  NEAR  CHIPPING  NORTON- 

Deab  Sib, — Travelling  up  the  line  to  Paddington 
lately,  I  noticed  shortly  after  leaving  Chipping 
Norton  Junction,  on  the  left  side  of  the  line,  a 
very  "  trouty "  looking  river,  and  apparently  in 
good  order  for  the  fly.  Can  you  or  any  of  your 
I'eaders  give  any  information  respecting  its  value 
for  sport  and  how  to  get  a  right  to  fish  it  and 
where  to  stay  ? — Yours  truly, 

A  Cobrespondent. 

BAITS  FOR  EELS. 
Dear  Sib, — If  your  correspondent  who  signs 
himself  "  Eels  "  (Derby)  in  your  paper  of  May  5 
will  try  dead  minnows,  with  hook  put  in  at  the  tail 
and  brought  out  at  head,  he  will  find  them  better 
than  worms  for  eels,  or  make  a  paste  and  then  mix 
the  soft  milt  of  herrings  with  it,  he  will  find  it 
all  right. — Yours  truly,  Akeroyd. 


BAITS   FOR  EELS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  issue  of  May  .5  I  notice  "  Eels  " 
is  inquiring  for  baits  for  eels  other  than  worms. 
I  spent  several  years  in  night-lining  for  eels,  and 
found  small  sparrows  killed  and  having  the  liead 
cut  off  made  \ery  good  baits.  The  method  of 
baiting  them  was  tedious  and  unpleasant.  Using 
six  threads  of  cobbler's  hemp,  I  had  an  ordinary 
looped  eel  hook  on  and  threaded  the  sparrow  from 
end  to  end  in  such  a  manner  that  the  point  of  the 
hook  hung  over  tlie  breast,  the  shank  being  in  the 
hole  where  its  neck  was,  tlie  logs  are  then  tied  above 
the  knees  to  the  line  and  cut  off  below.  It  is  always 
large  eels  that  are  caught  by  this  method  ;  thrushe 


and  blackbirds  are  very  good,  but  starlings  the,y 
will  not  touch.  Another  cleaner  and  quicker  way  is 
to  thread  a  fresh  killed  small  fish,  preferably  a 
gudgeon,  bleak,  or  small  dace,  never  a  chub,  so 
that  the  hook  point  comes  out  of  its  mouth  or  its 
cheek  with  the  shank  down  its  throat  and  the  hemp 
out  of  its  vent.  I  have  used  rabbits'  livers,  also 
bullocks'  liver  with  some  success.  But  never  took 
eels  over  IJlb.  Pieces  of  eel  about  Jin.  thick  and 
1  Jin.  long  have  been  recommended  to  me,  but 
I  "never  could  do  anything  with  it. — Yours  truly, 

NlCNE. 

BAITS  FOR  EELS. 

Deab  Sib, — Your  correspondent,  "  Eels,"  cannot 
go  wrong  as  regards  bait  ;  eels,  like  congers,  are 
omnivoro»i8,  regular  sca\'engers,  and  will  eat  any 
kind  of  filth  that  comes  in  their  way,  the  more 
decomposed  the  keener  they  are  for  it  ! 

As  a  boy,  when  in  Kelso,  on  Tweed,  I  have  seen 
women  cleaning  and  washing  herrings  and  throwing 
the  refuse-  in  the  water — they  wadoil  in  to  do  it — 
that  is,  wash  tlie  fish — and  eels  ad  lib.  close  about 
them  :  then  was  the  time  for  us  lads  to  have  a 
busy  time.  The  line  was  hardly  in  before  "  tug, 
tug,"  and  the  beasts  were  dragged  out  squirming 
all  over  the  place,  grasped  imder  the  middle  finger, 
across  the  back,  and  tail  given  a  smart  slap  <m  a 
stone,  and  they  stiffened  out,  and  remained  quiet, 
and  the  hook  could  then  be  removed  and  the  knife 
driven  through  the  brain-pan  between  the  eyes 
and  slit  down  to  the  nose  ;  this  finished  them. 
In  the  River  Tweed  about  that  tiinel  used  a  double- 
hooked  pike  wire  giller,  bait  a  dead  gudgeon, 
threaded  on  with  u  baiting  needle,  just  as  you 
would  a  gorge  bait  (without  the  lead  though),  the 
hook  resting  fiat  on  the  gills.  Result — eels,  2ft. 
and  sometimes  nearly  3ft.  long — thumpers  !  If  the 
stream  to  which  "Eels"  refers  is  swift,  a  heavy 
sinker  must  be  used  to  keep  tlie  bait  on  tlie  bottom. 
— Yours  truly  C.  J.  Brooke. 


BAITS  FOR  EELS. 

Deab  Sir, — An  effective  eel-trap  can  be  made 
by  taking  a  brick,  a  bundle  of  straw,  and  the 
paunches  of  anything  from  hoopoes  to  rabbits.  Tie 
the  latter  up  in  the  centre  of  the  straw,  and  sink 
with  the  brick.  Haul  out  ijuickly  on  the  bank  by 
means  of  your  hand-lino,  and  despatch  the  eels  with 
a  stick,  as  they  wriggle  back  to  the  water  out  of  the 
straw. — Ytiurs  truly,  Oliveb  PbOcteb. 

BAITS  FOR  EELS. 

Deab  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Eels."  he  need  not  use  worms,  for  eels  will  take 
any  raw  meat.  If  he  wishes  to  get  rid  of  them  why 
does  he  not  use  the  wicker  eel-traps  with  entrance 
at  both  ends  ?  These  catch  them  in  great  quanti- 
ties. I  have  caught  sometimes  about  151b.  or  201b. 
in  a  night  with  them.  They  are  baited  with  any 
offal  from  the  butcher's. — Yours  truly, 

19.1,  Union-street,  William  Heakder. 

Plymouth. 


SUMMER  QUARTERS  IN  DEVON. 
Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Crater's  "  inquiry  for 
a  furnished  house  or  apartments  on  the  Devon  coast 
in  August,  I  would  suggest  his  writing  to  Mr.  E. 
Drewitt,  Glenview,  Wooda  Bay,  near  Lynmouth, 
as  I  think  that  he  could  hardly  find  a  more  delightful 
place  overlooking  the  channel,  with  fishing  both  in 
stream  and  sea,  and  golf-links  quite  near  ;  also  safe 
bathing. — Yours  truly,  Angleb. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Wanderer  "  will  find  trout  fishing 
in  several  streams  within  six  miles  of  Truro.  Lost- 
withiel  is  another  centre.  Jamaica  Inn  (reached  from 
Liskeard  or  Launeeston)  commands  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Fowey,  etc.  Some  of  the  streams  are  private, 
and  permission  must  be  got.  Licence  for  trout,  5s. 
Fly,  worm,  minnow,  or  anything  else  in  open 
streams.  Local  inquiries  should  be  made. — Yours 
truly,  T.  T.  Porter. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORMANDY. 
Dear  Sib, — Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
particulars  of  trout  fishing  in  North- West  Normandy 
or  Brittany  ?  Are  trout  plentiful,  and  what  size  ? 
Is  water  usually  free  or  preserved  '!  Can  tickets 
be  got  at  a  reasonable  price  ?  The  idea  is  a  combined 
fishing  and  motor  tour  with  my  wife. — Yours  truly, 

Fly." 

A  REMEDY  FOR  STICKY  LINES— IRON 
BLUE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  April  21  I  was 
much  interested  in  your  notes  re  "  Sticky  Dressed 
Lines."  I  had  one  of  them  two  or  three  seasons 
ago,  and  it  was  a  nuisance  and  annoyance  every 


time  I  used  it,  but  I  found  a  remedy  which  proved 
effectual.    I  make  a  small  pad  of  cotton  wool  or 
wadding  rolled  up  in  three  ply  of  soft  linen.  The 
pad  is  about  the  size  of  a  small  walnut.    I  dip  the 
pad  in  good  rod-maker's  spirit  varnish,  thinned  with 
methylated  spirit.    I  have  the  line  in  a  comfortably 
warmed  room,  have  two  hooks,  one  at  each  end  of 
room.    I  fasten  end  of  line  to  one  hook  and  draw 
the  line  through  to  the  other  hook,  and  go  on  from 
one  hook  to  the  other  till  the  whole  line  is  gone  over. 
I  rub  very  lightly  as  I  go  along,  using  the  pad  as 
waxing  a  long  piece  of  string.    It  dries  almost  {^fj 
you  go  along,  and  will  stick  never  more.    My  line 
still  good,  and  I  have  had  no  trouble  with  it  sinc^H 

Hare's  Eab  Dun. — Your  notes  also  with  regai^H 
to  these  I  consider  much  to  the  point.    I  encloii^H 
you  a  couple  of  Hare's  Ear  Duns  which  I  think  w^H 
strike  you,  as  will  also  the  dre.ssing  of  the  Iron  Bli^f 
herewith.    I  will  leave  the  description  of  thee^H 
flies  to  your  more  facile  pen.    You  will  perhapwB] 
note  the  leading  feature  in  Iron  Blue  is  the  distinct 
orange  head,  which  in  all  the  flies  I  have  ever  seen 
is  conspicuous  by  its  absence.    Your  old  friend  and 
contributor,  "  Watchet,"  used  to  say  this  Iron  Blue 
was  the  best  he  had  ever  seen.    But  that  was  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  when  perhaps  we  were 
all  more  spry  than  to-day. — Yours  truly, 

Keswick.  Seventy. 

[The  Iron  Blue  is  certainly  lifelike  when  dry.  The 
wing  is  made  of  a  bit  of  the  blue  fur  from  the  back 
of  a  mole.  I  have  never  tried  this  dressing,  and 
asked  my  correspondent  if  the  wings  would  not 
Hop  together  anyhow  when  wet.  I  was  thinking 
only  of  its  use  as  a  dry  fly,  which  never  is  quite 
dry.  With  a  reply  he  sent  me  a  fly  in  a  little  bottle 
of  water,  and  fished  as  a  wet  fly  the  mole's  fur  acts 
beautifully,  making  a  blae  wing  like  the  natural 
fly  has,  of  course  a  bit  bulky,  but  not  opaque,  as 
seen  from  below.  I  doubt  if  it  would  be  any  use 
oiled  and  fished  as  we  fish  a  dry  fly.  But  here  is 
what  my    correspondent  says. — Eu.] 

"  Deab  Mr.  Makston, — The  wing  of  the  little 
Iron  Blue  I  sent  you  is  formed  of  a  little  pinch 
fur  from  the  back  of  a  mole.    It  is  a  capital  little  \ 
fly,  but  I  question  whether  it  would  do  for  dry  fly. 
I  get  another  pattern  of  Blue  Dim  with  wing  made 
from  the  tielly  of  mole,  it  is  much  lighter  in  colour 
and  is  a  killer.    The  wings  do  not  flop  down  in  the 
water,  it  is  quite  the  reverse,  and  they  are  very 
tremulous  in  the  streams,  and  keep  erect  more  so  ■ 
than  any  feather.    I  send  you  an  Iron  Blue  in  a  i 
small  bottle  of  water,  which  take  out  of  bottle  by 
the  gut  and  look  at  it.    You  will  find  it  has  flopped  ^ 
down,  but  immediately  you  return  it  to  the  bottle  1 
and  sink  and  draw  it  by  gut  you  will  see  he  is  ] 
"  all  there,"  I  got  this  pattern  from  a  very  old  jj 
friend,  Mr.  Silvie  Lister,  of  Barden  Tower,  Bolton  t 
Abbey,  many  years  ago.    The  only  objection  to  it  1 
is  being  a  bit  troublesome  to  tie.    I  got  a  local  I 
fly  dresser  to  tie  me  the  Brown  Owl  on  the  same  I 
bit  of  gut  as  the  Iron  Blue  for  you  to  see  the  effect 
of  water  on  these  soft-fibre  flies,  and  the  fun  comes 
now.    The  local  anglers  were  anxious  and  curious 
to  know  what  I  had  been  getting  made,  and  some 
of  them  were  using  two  flies  on  one  bit  of  gut 
to-day  and  tried  their  best  to  hide  it  from  me. 
The  wing  of  Iron  Blue  in  bottle  is  a  bit  too  much, 
but  I  got  it  tied  this  way  for  you  to  see  effect. 
The  fishing  here  is  a  failure  tins  season,  like  it  has 
been  everywhere,  I  think.    I  had  a  letter  from  a 
friend  at  Pitlochry  last  week,  and  he  said  the  hillp 
around  were  covered  with  snow.    I  am  glad  to  see 
you  put  in  my  letter  re  recipe  for  preserving  gut — 
it  is  a  good  thing,  a  chemical  fact,  infalhble.    I  like 
always  to  go  into  the  chemistry  of  everything.  For 
instance,  I  saw  in  a  lady's  paper  "  a  lump  of  sugar 
put  into  the  teapot  when  the  tea  is  made  will 
prevent  stains  in  case  of  accidental  spilling  on 
table-cloth."    I  cannot  analyse  it  at  all. — Yours 
truly,  "  Seventy." 


SOME  QUERIES. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
obhge  with  particulars  of  the  River  Ouse — Barcombe 
]Mills  and  Isfield.  Also  any  information  as  to  the  fish 
and  best  parts  of  the  river  would  oblige  ?  Which  are 
the  best  spots  on  the  Chichester  Canal  for  coarse 
fishing  generally,*  and  nearest  railway  stations  to 
same  ;  also  any  particulars  as  to  free  and  preserved 
parts  of  the  river  ? — Yours  truly.  Fish. 


SEA  ANGLING  AT  BOURNEMOUTH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  obliged  if  one  of  yoor 
readers  would  give  me  some  information  as  to  sea 
fishing  at  Bournemouth,  baits  to  use,  rod,  line, 
kind  of  fish,  etc.,  and  procedure  of  capture  gene- 
rally. I  shall  bo  staying  there  from  June  4  to  15. 
Although  an  angler  for  many  years,  I  have  never 
done  any  sea  fishing. — Yours  truly.  Amateur. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)  ! 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  May  Fly. 

We  shall  Ije  very  much  obliged  to  any  of  our 
LOiTespondents  it  they  will  send  us  any  notification 
uf  the  appearance  of  the  May  Fly. 

The  Fiest  Green  Drake. 

•■  Dear  Mr.  Marston.— Ls  it  of  any  interest  that 
I  liave  just  picked  up  my  first  Green  Drake  at 
about  half-past  five  in  cold  north-west  wind  '! 
With  a  blow-pipe  I  blew  it  twice  over  half  a  dozen 
trout  who  were  taking  ravenously  bread-crumbs, 
before,  after,  and  at  the  time,  but  they  neither 
took  the  Drake  nor  a  smaller  fly  or  two  that 
drifted  .struggling  over  them. — Yours  sincerely, 

•■  May  15.  after  post."  *'Edw.  Sturdy. 

This  is  the  first  May  Fly" I  have  heard  of  this 
season. 

More  May  Flies. 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd..  of  371.  St.  John- 
street,  E.C. ,  send  me  samples  of  about  a  score  of 
different  patterns  of  May  Flies.  Xature  is  satisfied 
with  one  or  two  sh^ides,  and  the  fish  are  not  half 
so  hard  to  please  as  anglers.  [  do  not  like  a 
deta-^hed  bodied  fiy  myself  ;  those  who  do  should 
see  the  pattern  Messrs.  Carter  call  "The  Wynd- 
ham."  Their  patterns  are  in  all  sizes  and  all 
shades,  and  are  well  made,  and  the  bodies  not 
hidden  in  too  much  hackle.  The  light,  medium, 
land  dark  "Gre.sham"  are  very  good.  1  do  not 
ike  the  ••Rodney"  with  very  obtrusive  black  and 
brown  legs  made  from  neck  feather  of  Scotch 
grey  hen,  'Ilieir  Xo.  3  Green  Drake  and  No.  4 
Grey  Drake  are  very  good  smallish  patterns,  and 
the  Spent  Gnats  are  also  excellent.  Their  flies 
are  all  dressed  on  Hutchinson's  best  eyed  hooks, 
not  heavy,  but  of  Al  temper  and  good  .shape.  They 
also  send  samples  of  capital  "  fine,"  "  medium," 
and  "  stout  "  May  Fly  casts,  all  tapered. 

I  think  the  Nos.  ?,  and  4  flies  mentioned  above 
would  kill  anywhere.  They  are  very  light  and 
delicate,  and  would  be  useful  when  the  trout  have 
been  fished  at  a  bit. 
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The  Trout  for  New  Zealand,  etc. 

I  hope  very  soon  to  hear  that  the  trout  eggs 
for  New  Zealand  arrived  safely.  I  give  two  letters 
just  to  hand  from  the  president  and  the  hon.  secre- 
tary of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society  of  Otago, 

■  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Many  thanks  for  your 
letter  of  Feb.  21.  announcing  the  shipment  of  trout 
ova  to  be  made  by  the  s.s.  Mauri,  on  March  13. 
This  vessel  ought  to  be  here  about  end  of  April, 
and  we  shall  be  on  the  look  out  for  the  ova,  and 
trust  they  may  all  arrive  in  good  condition  and 
hatch  out  successfully.  I  have  to  convey  to  you 
the  hearty  thanks  of  our  society  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken  in  this  matter,  and  also  to  Mr. 
A.  J.  Alexander  and  Lord  Denbigh,  and  we  trust 
that  the  shipment  of  ova  which  we  propose  sending 
in  June  or  July  will  arrive  in  England  in  good  order 
and  give  satisfaction. 

"  1  do  not  agrae  with  Mr.  Clement  Cookson's 
opinion  that  alevins  will  never  thrive  if  hatched  in 
August  or  September.  If  the  water  in  which  they 
are  hatched  is  cool  spring  water  they  should  do 
well.  All  our  shipments  of  ova  have  arrived  here 
in  our  autumn  months  and  most  of  them  have  done 
very  well.  It  is  pleasing  to  hear  that  there  are  a 
tew  survivors  of  our  last  season's  shipment,  and 
this  shows  that  if  the  conditions  of  shipment  had 
all  been  favourable  a  much  larger  proportion  should 
have  succeeded.  If  we  succeed  ■with  the  Blagdon 
Lake  trout  we  shall  cross  them  with  some  of  our 
best  Loch  Leven  and  brown  trout,  and  they  will 
no  doubt  give  a  satisfactory  strain. 

I  visited  our  hatcheries  at  Clinton  (seventy-five 
miles  from  here)  last  week.  The  stock  of  trout 
there  is  very  fine.  There  are  hundreds  of  beautiful 
Loch  Level!  trout  71b.  to  101b.  weight,  and  numerous 
large  brown  trout  in  fine  condition.  We  have  also 
a  stock  of  Scotch  burn  trout,  rainbow,  and  jontinalis. 
also  a  number  of  salmon  of  from  1  lb.  to  2lb.,  which 
are  two  and  three  years  old.  and  have  been  kept  in 
fresh  "water  since  hatching.  This  hatcheiy  is  the 
largest  in  the  colony,  and  we  have  just  erected  a 
new  hatching  house  capable  of  hatching  and 
accommodating  half  a  million  eggs.  Our  summer 
here  this  year  has  been  rather  late  and  cold,  but 
there  have  been  many  fine  baskets  of  fish  taken. 
1  was  rather  busy  after  my  arrival,  and  did  not  get 
very  much  fishing,  but  caught  several  good  baskets. 

■■  If  you  ever  think  of  visiting  this  colony,  I  am 
sure  you  would  be  much  interested,  as  w^e  have  a 
great  deal  of  magnificent  scenery,  and  could  give 
you  some  really  good  sport.  —  I  am,  dear  Mr. 
Marston,  yours  very  truly, 

Alex.  C.  Bell, 
"  President  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society." 

Dear  Sir. — Your  postal  card  and  telegram 
duly  received  in  reference  to  shipment  of  ova  by 
the  Mauri. 

"  The  Maori  is  due  here  on  April  20,  and  the 
box  of  ova  will  be  in  our  hatchery  within  two  hours 
of  her  arrival,  and  we  do  hope  to  be  able  to  send 
you  a  favourable  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
eggs.  On  behalf  of  the  society,  please  accept  of 
best  thanks. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  D.  Russell,  Hon.  Secretary." 

The  Lambourne. 

Mr.  i\Iarcus  H.  Lewis,  4,  Eau  Claire  Villas,  New- 
bury, tells  ms  that  he  has  the  chance  of  getting  a 
stretch  of  the  Lambourne  if  he  can  get  some  half- 
dozen  rods  at  £10  10s.  each  to  join  him  for  the  season. 
I  am  afraid  the  Lambourne  is  not  what  it  was — but 
what  river  is  ?  I  do  not  know  the  fishery,  but 
Mr.  Lewis  is  a  good  judge. 

Curious  American  Idea  about  the  Grayling. 

I  see  that  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall,  the  author  of 
"  The  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  etc.,  writing  of 
the  grayling  in  his  monograph  on  the  Fishes  of 
Montana,  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  University  of 
Montana,  says :  — 

"  THSkCiRAYLiNO.  {Thf/mallti.'i  muntanns.) 
"  The  grayling,  the  '  lady  of  the  streams,'  is 
as  trim  and  graceful,  and  withal  as  beautiful,  as  a 
damsel  dressed  for  her  first  ball.  Her  lovely 
iridescent  colours  and  tall  gaily  -  decorated 
dorsal  fin,  which  might  be  compared  to  a  graceful 
waving  plume,  must  be  seen  fresh  from  the  water 
to  be  properly  appreciated.  The  grayling  is  not 
only  a  clean  and  handsome  fish,  but  is  as  game  as 
the  trout,  and  in  my  opinion  much  better  for  the 
table.    It  was  taken  in  the  Jefferson  river  a 
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century  ago  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  and  though 
they  gave  a  fair  description  of  it  in  the  history  of 
their  wonderful  expedition,  it  remained  unidenti- 
fied until  it  became  my  good  fortune  a  few  years 
ago  to  recognise  it  as  the;  giityling  from  the 
(lescrijjtion  of  (!apta,n  L(-wis. 

"  The  grayling  is  hufjposc  d  by  some  to  be  acro.ss 
l)etwec-n  the  rcd-throiit  trout  and  the  whitefish, 
in  other  words  a  hybrid  ;  but  1  have  never  seen 
a  hybrid  fish  in  wild  waters.  Hybrids  can  be 
produced  by  the  fishculturist  between  closely 
allied  species,  but  the  progeny  is  infertile.  The 
grayling  is  a  distinct  species,  allied  to  the  salmon 
family,  more  distinct  in  fact  than  as  Vjetween  the 
rainbow  and  steelhead  trouts.  It  is  a  ditten  nt 
species  from  the  Michigan  or  Arctic  graylings, 
though  closely  resembling  both.  It  became  my 
good  fortune,  also,  to  be  the  first  to  propagate 
the  grayling  ai-tificially,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  it  having  time  and  aga'n 
resulted  in  failure  with  the  Michigan  grayling. 

"The  grayling  is  found  only  in  Alaska,  Michigan, 
and  Montana.    In  Montana  it  exists  only  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  Missouri  river  above  the  Falls. 
Its  ideal  home  is  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Madison  and  Jefl'eison.     The  upper  canon  of 
the  Madison  and  the  basin  west  of  the  Yellow- 
stone Park  are  especi  illy  adapted  to  the  grayling. 
There  the  water  is  swift,  but  unbroken,  the 
bottom  being  composed  of  dark  obsidian  sand. 
In  this  region  grayling  of  21b.  aie  not  uncommon." 
I  never  heard  before  of  the  idea  that  the  grayling 
was  a  cross,  and  do  not  bslieve  it      anything  of 
the  kind,  any  more,  evidently,  than  Dr.  Henshall 
does.    I  see  that  he  speaks  very  highly  of  the 
salmon-like  steelhead  trout  (Saltnu  yairdneri)  :  — 

During  the  past  six  years  the  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Fisheries  has  introduced  the  steelhead  in  a 
number  of  streams  and  lakes  in  Montana,  which 
seem  to  be  very  suitable  for  this  fine  fish.  They 
have  been  caught  during  the  past  year  or  two  as 
heavy  as  41b.,  which  shows  that  they  have  come 
to  stay.  The  steelhead  rises  eagerly  to  the 
artificial  fly,  and  breaks  water  repeatedly  when 
hooked  ;  it  is  very  trying  to  light  tackle,  and 
must  be  handled  carefully  by  the  angler.  As  a 
food-fish  it  excels  all  other  trout,  as  might  hi 
surmised.  It  should  grow  to  8lb.  or  101b.  in 
lakes  of  considerable  area  and  depth,  and  where 
its  food  is  plentiful." 

Salmo  fario  in  America. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that  Dr.  Henshall  says  the 
European  brown  trout,  as  introduced  into  America, 
"  is  neither  so  gamy  nor  so  good  as  food-fish  as  our 
own  trouts."  H-^re  we  find  it  fully  equal  to  the 
hi^i  Yankees. 

A  Re-Issue  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen's  Book. 

Mr.  Fisher  LTnwin  has  divided  the  second  edition 
of  Mr.  Geen's  capital  book,  "  What  I  have  seen 
while  Pishing,  and  How  I  have  Caught  my  Fish," 
into  two  parts,  or,  rather,  he  has  made  the  two  parts 
of  the  book,  "  Fishing  in  Ireland  "  and  "  Fishing 
in  Scotland  and  the  Home  Counties,"  into  two 
books,  and  published  them  separately  under  the 
sub-titles  ot  thi  original  work.  Very  handsome 
illustrated  volumes  they  make,  that  on  Ireland  in 
emerald  gi'een  cloth  and  the  other  in  brown.  I 
think  the  price  of  each  volume  is  3s.  6d.  net,  and 
to  all  who  have  not  already  got  the  first  edition  I 
can  cordially  recommend  them. 

"Rambles  with  a  Fishing  Rod."* 

A  second  edition  has,  I  am  glad  to  see,  been 
called  for  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Roscoe's  very  pleasant 
•  Rambles  with  a  Fishing  Rod,"  published  some 
years  ago.  It  has  been  revised  and  ten  new  chapters 
added,  so  it  is  really  much  more  than  a  new  edition. 
It  is  made  up  chiefly  of  Mr.  Roscoe's  articles  in 
the  Field  and  Baily'd  Magazine,  and  its  chief  value 
lies  in  thi  information  about  fishing  in  South 
Germany,  Austria,  Switzerland,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Continent.  It  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  guide — 
it  is  pleasant  gossip  about  pleasant  holidays,  and 
certainly  contains  much  information  which  will  be 
useful.  The  new  chapters  relate  to  '■  Fishing  Tours 
Abroad,"  "  A  Ramble  in  the  TjtoI,"  "  Pike  Fishing 
in  the  Black  Forest."  "  Fly  Fishing  in  the  Bavarian 
Highlands,"  "  A  Spring  Ramble  in  Normandy," 
"  A  Week  at  a  German  Castle,"  "  Fishing  in  Conne- 

*  Edinburgh:  George  A.  Morton.  London: 
Simpkin,  Marshall  and  Co. 
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mara,"  "  Fishing  at  Davos  "  (which  bears  out  what 
the  late  Sir  William  Laird  Clowes  told  me  about 
it.  namely,  that  it  is  not  very  good — not  worth 
going  specially  for. — R.  B.  M.)  ;  chapters  on  "  Sea- 
Trout  Pishing,"  and  on  "  The  Professional  Fisher- 
man of  the  Eastern  Alps."  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
author  when  he  say^,  "  But  all  anglers  know  that 
a  pike  has  no  pluck  "—I  have?  often  had  good  sport 
with  b'g  pike,  and  fish  of  the  size  mentioned  ((5lb.), 
also  the  best  pike  recorded  is  this  6-pounder,  so  that 
there  was  not  much  room  for  sport  in  a  total  of 
141b.  What  does  Mr.  Roscoe  mean,  on  p.  97. 
where  he  says.  "  Nor  docs  Nature  produce  any  flies 
which  bear  a  resemblance  to  a  clean  lake  fly;  on  the 
other  hand,  a  wet  ono  may  po.ssibly  be  taken  by 
a  fish  for  some  kind  of  grub  or  caterpillar."  One 
thing  is  certain,  Mr.  Roscoe  cannot  be  accused  of 
exaggerating  the  sport  he  enjoyed  or  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  plaess  ho  refers  to.  The  late  Colonel 
Malleson,  in  his  "  Lakes  and  Rivers  of  Austria." 
was  evidently  considerably  imposed  upon  by  people 
who  told  him  big  fish  stories,  and  his  osf  raates  of 
sport  obtainable  must  be  taken  with  caution. 

More  of  Mr.  Shaw's  Inventions. 

Mr.  Fred.  G.  Shaw  has  invented  and  protected  a 
most  ingenious  "  Fly  Fisher's  Fly  Net.  "  which  is 
unique — at  least,  I  never  saw  one  like  it ;  in  appear- 
ance it  is  a  bit  of  brass  tuba  with  rubbor  covering 
and  a  knob  at  the  end,  easily  carried  in  any  creel. 
You  pull  out  one  end,  and  find  you  have  a  small 
gauze  net  at  end  of  a  telescopic  handle,  and  can  catch 
that  most  important  but  elusive  animal  the  "  fly 
which  is  on  the  water  — that  is,  if  he  is  on.  It  can 
be  made  in  any  siz?,  p.nd,  when  not  in  use.  m  ikes  a 
capital  "  priest  "  or  life-preserver.  The  angler  who 
is  obliged  to  wear  glasses  will  hs  interested  in  Mr. 
Shaw's  new  idea  for  securing  them  comfortably. 
I  have  seen  them  in  use,  and  they  work  admirably. 
The  spectacles  have  extra  long  shafts,  and,  instead 
of  going  over  the  ears,  the  shafts  have  a  crank  action, 
and  the  ends  are  easily  fastened  to  the  side  of  your 
fishing  cap  ;  and  in  a  second  you  can  remove  them 
from  your  nose  over  the  peak  on  to  front  of  cap, 
where  they  are  secure  and  ready  for  instant  use, 
and  do  not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  use  of  the  cap. 
I  think  not  only  anglers  but  all  people  who  use 
glasses  will  find  this  invention  useful  at  times. 
Mr.  Shaw's  glow  lamp  for  use  when  it  is  getting 
just  too  dark  to  see  to  thread  on  an  eyed  hook  will 
speak  for  itself.  You  hang  it  to  your  coat,  press  a 
button,  and  then  have  a  little  bull's-eye  lantern — 
most  useful  for  the  angler,  also  for  the  motorist 
who  is  in  danger  if  he  strikes  a  light  under  his 
machine  ;  also  for  seeing  safely  where  that  smell  of 
gas  comes  from.  I  bslieve  Messrs  Holland  and  Co. 
are  making  the  lamp. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell's  Fine  Take  of  Salmon. 

With  regard  to  the  note  accomp  .nying  a  photo- 
graph of  six  Avon  salmon  in  the  j<'ishing  Gazette  of 
Slay  12,  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  writes  that  the  above 
were  taken  not  with  a  No.  5  but  with  a  No.  6 
"  Gamage  "  undressed  silk  line,  and  that  the  451b. 
Tay  fish,  though  landed  on  a  Une  of  considerably 
finer  size,  M-as  not  caught  on  a  "  Gamage  No.  3  "  as 
stated,  but  on  a  No.  7  "  Otter  "  fine  from  J.  E. 
Miller,  of  Leeds.  Mr.  Campbell  also  points  out 
that,  although  the  pools  in  which  the  six  fish  were 
taken  were  tried  on  several  subsequent  days  with- 
out success,  there  were  certainly  other  salmon  in 
them,  as  three  or  four  were  seen  to  rise,  and  no 
doubt  there  were  many  others  which  did  not  show 
themselves. 

Headgear  for  Anglers. 

A  well-known  angler  writing  to  me  recently 
said,  "  I  got  a  sunstroke  last  June  when  fishing 
on  Lough  Corrib,  and  have  never  quite  got  over  it." 
I  think  that  the  wearing  of  caps  which  have  no  peak 
at  the  back,  leaving  the  top  of  the  spine  and  back 
of  neck  exposed  to  the  direct  heat  of  the  sun,  is  very 
risky  and  unwise.  I  have  spoken  to  friends  about 
it,  and  they  have  said,  "  It  never  has  any  effect 
on  me."  Exactly,  it  never  has  any  effect  until — 
it  is  perhaps  too  late  ever  to  really  get  over  the 
effect. 

Eels  and  Herrings  in  the  Kaiser  William  Canal. 

Great  numbers  of  herrings  now  pass  through  the 
Kaiser  William  Canal  every  year  ;  eels  are  also 
found  in  it  in  goodly  numbers. 

R.  B.  Makston. 


THE  FLOUNDER  OR 
FLUKE. 

{Platessa  flesus.) 

[From   the  revised    edition   of    "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOOKS.] 

(Continued  from  page  304.) 

The  flounder  or  fluke  frequents  large  tidal  rivers, 
and,  although  evidently  a  sea-fish,  will  wander  far 
into  perfectly  fre.sh  water,  and  there  live  and  thrive. 

It  is  very  similar  in  shape  to  the  dab,  but  much 
inferior  in  quality,  yet  in  the  winter  until  the 
beginning  of  spring  it  is  tolerably  firm,  and  being 
at  this  season  full  of  spawn  will  be  found  very 
palatable,  if  broiled  over  a  clear  fire  or  nicely 
fried.  {Note. — In  cooking  flatfish  by  either  broiling 
or  frying,  remove  the  roes  and  dress  them  alone, 
as  they  are  rarely  sufficiently  done  if  left  in  the 
fish.) 

Use  the  same  tackle  as  for  the  dab  ;  for  bait  I 
have  never  found  anything  equal  to  the  soft  crab, 
which  is  sufficiently  tough,  and  not  so  quickly 
taken  off  the  hook  by  the  crabs,  which  abound  .so 
much  in  all  our  estuaries.  This  crab,  warned  by 
an  allwise  Providence  of  its  approaching  defenceless 
state  from  the  casting  of  its  shell,  seeks  shelter  and 
concealment  under  stones  or  in  holes,  until  a  new 
one  is  formed  over  its  naked  body,  as  during  this 
period  it  is  equally  an  object  of  pursuit  to  all  the 
finny  race  as  to  its  brethren  who  have  not  parted 
with  their  coats  of  armour.  The  condition  in  which 
they  are  suitable  for  bait  is  just  previous  to  their 
casting  the  old  shell.  Lugs  are  good  bait,  but  the 
crabs  rob  the  hooks  too  quickly. 

Use  four  or  six  lines,  and  act  in  the  same  way  in 
casting  and  arranging  the  lines  as  in  dab-fishing. 


with  a  Jib.  lead  or  stone  at  the  end,  and  two  hooks, 
a  foot  apart,  tied  to  twisted  gut  or  fine  gimp  or 
snood  ing. 

This  tackle  is  also  suitable  for  pout-fishing  off  a 
pier  or  rocks,  with  the  addition  of  a  couple  of 
revolving  chopsticks,  which  may  be  made  of  whale- 
bone or  brass  wire.  Whilst  angling  with  the  rod 
and  the  paternoster  line  from  piers  and  quays, 
you  will  often  take  flounders  if  you  bait  the 
bottom  hook  with  a  boiled  shrimp,  which,  being 
carefully  peeled,  is  to  be  placed  on  the  hook  by 
entering  the  point  at  the  larger  end  of  the  bait 
and  threading  it  on  nearly  to  the  tail.  For  this 
bait  a  No.  .3  Limerick  or  13  Ex?ter  bend  is  a  good 
size,  and  preferable  to  a  Kirby,  the  lateral  curve  of 
which  is  likely  to  break  the  bait.  The  shrimp 
cannot  be  recommended  for  throw-out  lines,  for 
which  the  ragworm  or  crab  is  better  calculated, 
not  falling  off  the  hook. 

Many  flounders  are  taken  with  the  angling  rod  at 
Leigh,  near  Southend,  at  the  Thames  mouth.  Soft 
crab  should  be  preferred  for  bait,  when  procurable, 
but  as  Leigh  is  a  very  important  shrimp  trawling 
station,  they  can  often  be  procured  alive  or  un- 
cooked, and  are  very  successful  baits.  At  Lowestoft 
also  the  bait  is  generally  in  great  favour. 

Flounder  Spearing. — There  are  two  kinds  of 
spears — the  fork  (Fig.  1)  and  the  fluking-pick 
(Fig.  2). 

The  fork  should  be  two-pronged,  Gin.  in  length, 
of  square  iron,  the  edges  a  trifle  jagged  to  prevent 
the  fl.=ih  falling  off,  and  of  the  stoutness  of  a  ten- 
pcnny  nail,  securely  fastened  into  a  light  stiff  ash 
pole  8ft.  in  length.  To  use  it,  procure  a  small  flat- 
bottomed  boat  or  one  of  light  draught,  and  sitting 
astride  across  the  bow,  having  first  placed  a  heavy 
stone  in  the  stem,  propel  the  boat  slowly  up  stream 
by  help  of  the  spear  in  shallow  branches  of  the 


Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 
Fluking-Pick. 

To  bait  the  hooks,  take  a  crab,  and  having  cracked 
the  shell  and  pulled  it  off,  cut  the  body  with  a  sharp 
knife  into  three  or  four  baits,  and  place  a  piece  on 
each  hook,  by  putting  the  hook  twice  through  it ; 
crack  the  shell  of  the  large  and  small  legs  also,  and 
they  will  form  one  or  two  more  baits.  Whilst  fishing 
for  flounders,  you  wiU  also  occasionally  take  large 
freshwater  eels  and  bass,  which  are  very  fond  of 
the  soft  crab. 

If  you  reside  near  any  harbour  having  muddy 
shores,  it  will  be  quite  worth  while  to  contrive  a 
number  of  artificial  shelters  for  the  bait-crabs, 
which  is  to  be  effected  by  procuring  a  quantity  of 
old  earthenware  pots,  old  saucepans,  or  frying-pans, 
to  the  number  of  two  or  three  hundred  or  more,  and 
placing  them  on  the  shore  between  half  tide  and 
low  water  mark  ;  turn  them  upside  down,  leaving  a 
small  opening  for  the  crabs  to  enter,  which  they 
will  not  fail  to  do  ;  you  will  thus  have  a  supply  of 
bait  always  at  hand. 

Where  the  water  is  entirely  fresh,  or  in  the  upper 
part  of  an  estuary  where  the  fresh  water  pre- 
ponderates, flounders  will  take  earthworms  as  freely 
as  eels  ;  but  where  the  water  is  entirely  salt,  or  the 
salt  preponderates  in  the  mixed  water,  the  soft 
crab  or  mudworm  is  preferred. 

The  quantity  of  eels  to  be  taken  with  the  soft- 
crab  bait  in  some  estuaries  is  very  great :  I  have 
heard  of  as  much  as  a  hundredweight  in  a  single 
day's  fishing  in  Southampton  Water.  Strong  flax 
or  hemp  snooding  is  chiefly  used  for  eels  in  these 
localities,  but  horsehair  loosely  twisted  makes 
excellent  snoods. 

In  fishing  from  shore  for  flounders  or  eels,  use 
from  four  to  six  ledger  lines  of  very  stout  snooding, 


river,  and  carefully  scanning  the  bottom 
you  will  frequently  discover  the  fish,  by 
its  eyes  only  protruding  above  the  surface 
of  the  sand,  when  you  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  spearing  it.  You  will  also  take 
many  flounders  in  the  same  manner, 
without  a  boat,  in  the  drains  and  water- 
courses of  embanked  lands,  and  even  with 
your  hands,  for  the  fish  will  often  seek 
shelter  under  your  feet  if  wading  ;  this 
latter  method  is  termed  "  Grabbling." 

Calm  and  quiet  weather,  and  clear 
water  with  a  fine  sandy  bottom,  should 
be  chosen  for  taking  flounders  with  the 
fork,  but  for  "  Grabbling  "  or  "  Fluking  " 
it  is  not  so  important. 
It  is  perhaps  needless  to  advise  the 
reader  to  avoid  a  stony  or  rocky  bottom,  as  it 
must,  of  course,  speedily  ruin  any  spear. 

In  forking  flounders,  if  two  hands  are  in  the 
boat,  one  should  propel  the  boat  at  the  stem  with 
another  fork  and  spear  a  flounder  when  occasion 
offers,  whilst  the  boA\Tnan  watches  the  fish  scuttling 
away  ahead,  and,  marking  where  they  stop  to  bury 
themselves,  signals  the  steersman  by  inclining  his 
spear  either  to  the  right  or  left,  as  required. 

The  Fluking-Piek  or  Pike. — In  the  narrow 
parts  of  harbours  and  tidal  rivers,  large  numbers 
of  flounders  are  taken  by  the  fluking-pick  by  con- 
tinually striking  the  bottom  therewith,  as  the  boat 
drifts  down  the  stream  ;  and  where  the  water  is 
sufficiently  shallow,  it  is  the  custom  to  wade 
instead,  in  the  summer  season. 

The  fluking-pick  is  thus  made  :  A  piece  of  tough 
ash  2Jft.  long  and  2in.  square  has  introduced  into 
it,  at  distances  of  3iin.  or  4in.,  seven  or  eight  teeth 
or  tines.  Sin.  in  length,  the  edges  of  which  have 
been  jagged,  and  thus  form  barbs  to  prevent  the 
fish  falling  off  ;  a  long  spill  or  spike  is  set  in  this 
on  the  opposite  side,  and  is  securely  driven  into  the 
end  of  a  light  fir  pole  from  10ft.  to  14ft.  in  length. 
This  is  a  cheap  kind  of  pick,  but  a  much  superior 
one  may  be  made  for  a  shilling  or  two  extra,  by 
substituting  iron  for  the  wooden  cross-head,  and 
setting  it  edgeways,  as  this  passes  through  the 
water  with  far  less  resistance. 

The  Halibut. 

(Pleuronectes  hippoglossus.) 
This  gigantic  flounder  is  found  in  all  the  northern 
seas,  and  has  been  caught  weighing  from  4001b.  to 
5001b.    Sometimes  it  is  taken  in  the  Channel, 
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i  although  it  is  not  abundant,  but  becomes  more 
numerous  to  the  northward.  On  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  it  is  a  very  unwelcome  visitor,  and 
is  often  cut  adrift  by  the  fishermen,  when  it  does 
not  escape  b}"-  its  ovm  strength. 

It  is  common  on  the  N.W.  American  coast,  and 
is  there  taken  with  squid  or  sucker-bait,  on  a  line 
floated  -with  inflated  bladders,  a  large  trimmer  in 
fact,  after  which  it  is  speared.  In  the  London 
market  it  often  fetches  lOd.  or  Is.  per  poimd. 
(To  be  continued.) 


SALE  OF  FISH  IN 
SEASON." 


CLOSE 


Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and  Son,  of  45,  Jermyn- street, 
St.  James's,  were  summoned  at  Marlborough-street, 
on  May  10,  for  selling  bottled  fresh-water  fish, 
gudgeon  and  minnows  (used  for  bait),  during  the 
"  close  season,"  contrary  to  section  11  of  the  Fresh 
Water  Fisheries  Act,  1878. 

Mr.  Herbert  Muskett,  prosecuting  on  behalf  of 
the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers,  said  that 
in  bringing  the  case  before  the  court,  he  hoped  the 
defendants  would  bslieve  him  when  he  said  he  did 
not  press  the  matter,  but  only  desired  that  the  law 
should  be  understood  and  complied  with.  Other 
firms  of  equal  respectability  to  the  defendants  did 
comply  with  the  law.  and  the  Army  and  Navy  Co- 
operative Society  actually  issued  a  notice  to  the 
effect  that  no  fresh-water  fish  would  be  sold  in  the 
"  close  season,"  which  was  from  March  15  to  June 
15.  The  Act  made  it  a  distinct  offence  for  fresh- 
water fish  to  be  sold  during  that  psriod,  or  for  a 
person  to  buy,  expose  for  sale,  or  have  it  in 
possession  for  the  purpose  of  sale  during  that  time. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Drucquer  urged  that  the  Act 
aimed  at  preventing  the  catching  of  fish  and  its 
sale,  etc.,  in  its  natural  condition  during  the  close 
season,  and  did  not,  when  passed,  contemplate  the 
preservation  of  fresh-water  fish. 

After  other  evidence,  Mr.  Kennedy  said  he  must 
take  time  to  consider  his  decision,  and  adjourned 
the  hearing. — Standard,  May  11. 


THE   TEOUT  OF  THE 
KOYAL  BANN. 


{Continued  from  page  332.) 

FiEST  catch  your  fly — no  easy  matter  in  the 
daytime.  However,  by  dint  of  considerable  hunting 
I  found  a  fine  Wall  Fly,  a  Bracken  Clock  and  two 
big  Cinnamon  Flies,  and  putting  on  a  Cinnamon 
I  waded  out  to  the  swift  glides  coming  from  the 
skeaghs,  and  let  the  breeze  carry  out  the  line  in 
front.  Scarcely  had  the  fly  touched  the  water 
when  within  Oft,  or  10ft.  of  where  I  was  standing 
a  fish  rose  with  a  fierce  dash  at  it,  and  startled  me 
as  much  as  if  I  had  seen  some  sudden  and  un- 
familiar vision.  The  fly  was  gone,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  fish  got  the  .slightest  prick. 

I  had  the  remaining  flies  in  an  old  matchbox, 
and  whilst  I  tried  to  get  out  one  another  escaped. 
The  Wall  Fly  was  a  bigger  and  fatter  morsel,  and  I 
managed  to  get  the  hook  through  it  twice,  and, 
waiting  for  the  next  puff  of  wind,  tried  once  more. 
Twice  I  rose  fish  and  missed  them,  but  the  third 
time  I  was  more  fortunate.  The  remaining  fly — 
the  Bracken  Clock — was  a  good  tough  specimen, 
and  several  fish  had  a  try  at  it,  and  it  was  worn 
almost  to  a  shred  before  I  succeeded  in  hooking  one. 

Convinced  that  there  were  possibilities  with  the 
natural  when  other  means  failed,  I  determined  to 
prepare  for  another  day. 

Some  of  the  local  men  kill  fine  fish  with  the 
natural  fly.  I  have  seen  them  with  three  flies  on  a 
nook,  and  actually  casting  them,  with  a  short  line, 
of  course,  into  the  edge  of  rough  water  or  behind 
a  stone.  The  native  contrivance  for  carrying  the 
flies  is  primitive  but  effective.  A  medium-sized 
cow's  horn  is  taken,  the  tip  is  sawn  off  so  as  to 
leave  an  opening  about  the  size  of  a  lead  pencil. 
After  being  thoroughly  scraped  and  cleaned,  some 
small  holes  are  bored  through  the  horn  for  venti- 

■ion  ;  the  broad  end  is  closed  up  by  a  piece  of 

od,  which  is  made  to  fit  tightly,  and  a  peg  is 
made  to  fit  nicely  into  the  small  end,  and  is  con- 
nected with  a  piece  of  string  to  the  horn,  so  that 
when  taken  out  it  is  not  dropped  and  lost.  When 
getting  your  supply  of  flies  you  take  out  the  peg, 
^'and  holding  the  horn  in  one  hand  put  your  thumb 
'  over  the  hole,  and  each  time  you  get  a  fly  lift  the 


thumb  slightly,  pop  the  fly  in  head  first  and  shake 
it  down.  The  easiest  and  best  time  to  get  the  flies 
is  during  the  evening  rise.  If  you  go  out  in  a  boat 
a  few  yards  from  the  shore  you  will  findlthem 
crawhng  aU  over  you  and  on  the  gunwales  and 
seats,  and  they  may  be  picked  up  as  quickly  as  you 
please.  On  the  banks  of  the  river,  too,  you  will  find 
them  on  your  clothes,  your  rod  and  your  net,  and 
can  pick  them  off.  In  the  daytime  it  is  much  more 
difficult  to  find  them,  but  close  to  the  edge  of  the 
water  they  may  be  found  under  pieces  of  wood  or 
on  the  underside  of  stones,  but  the  fly-catcher  must 
be  very  alert  or  his  quarry  will  have  flown  ere  he 
can  touch  it.  The  earlier  in  the  morning  one  starts 
the  better,  but  fly-catching  by  daytime  is  always 
a  rather  long  business,  " 

The  ordinary  reel-hne  is  too  heavy  for  a  light  air, 
so  I  fastened  about  7ft.  of  blow-Hne  to  it,  and  3ft. 
of  undrawn  gut  to  the  blow-line.  At  the  junction 
of  the  reel-line  with  the  blow-line  I  insert  a  feather 
to  prevent  the  heavier  line  sagging  and  pulUng  the 
lighter  one  through  the  top  ring. 

Fishing  with  the  natural  fly  is  most  fascinating, 
but  likewise  very  tantaUsing.  Fish  after  fish  will 
be  risen  before  one  is  hooked,  but  it  is  astonishing 
how  close  to  the  fisherman  they  will  rise.  There  is 
no  feebleness  about  the  rise  either — a  fish  will 
come  half  out  of  the  water  after  the  fly.  There  is 
no  need  to  wait  to  see  whether  fish  are  rising  or  not ; 
if  you  know  where  the  fish  lie,  let  your  fly  travel 
there,  and  ten  to  one  the  fish  will  come  for  it,  and 
if  a  fish  is  touched  with  the  hook  but  missed,  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  any  scaring  effect. 

At  the  eye  of  one  of  the  old  weirs  where  the  water 
came  through  with  a  swift  rush  and  tumble,  making 
a  nice  httle  eddy  at  one  side.  I  felt  sure  there  must 
be  a  good  fish.  At  this  place  the  river  is  broken  by 
the  remains  of  the  old  weirs,  and  two  or  three  beds 
of  rough  boulders  rising  above  the  level  of  the  water, 
and  taking  a  boat  out  to  one  of  these  beds  one  can 
wade  out  and  fish  most  of  the  streams^ 

The  first  day  there  was  a  favourable  wind  I  tried 
this  eye,  wading  in  from  below  until  I  was  near 
enough  for  the  fiy  to  be  carried  to  the  point  of  the  V. 
There  it  was  caught  up  by  the  swirl,  now  lifted  up  by 
the  breeze,  now  dipping  on  the  surface,  until  it  got 
drawn  into  a  most  seductive  little  eddy.  A  mo- 
mentary vision  of  a  fine  fish,  a  pluck,  and  a  bare 
hook  was  dancing  in  the  breeze.  Putting  on  two 
fresh  flies,  as  large  and  plump  as  I  could  find,  I 
tried  the  same  tactics  again,  and  in  two  or  three 
minutes  the  fish  came  again,  and  at  once  I  felt  he 
was  fast.  Tearing  first  down  stream  and  then  back 
again,  as  if  going  up  the  eye,  I  tried  to  turn  him,  for 
fear  of  the  stakes,  and  succeeded.  Down  stream 
once  more,  and  then  yielding  to  an  old  failing  I  tried 
to  hold  him,  and  we  parted  company.  I  left  him 
alone  for  that  day,  but  every  day  that  I  went  out 
to  this  place  I  fished  for  him,  and  seldom  failed  to 
get  a  rise,  and  once  more  I  hooked  and  lost  him. 

It  is  surprising  how  the  fish  can  take  the  fly  off 
the  hook  without  getting  pricked,  but  they  do  it. 
Do  not  strike  on  sight,  but  by  touch.  Once  or 
twice  I  allowed  the  fly  to  travel  below  me,  lowering 
the  point  of  the  rod  until  it  was  level  with  the  water, 
and  the  fly  was  drowned,  and  got  fish  even  thus. 

The  doctor  became  an  adept  with  the  "  natural." 
Being  young  and  fearless,  he  would  wade  out  to  the 
more  difficult  places  in  the  skeaghs,  and  would  be 
lost  to  sight  for  a  couple  of  hours  or  so  amongst  the 
hurdles  and  eel  boxes,  and  then  would  turn  up 
again  to  lunch  or  dinner  with  four  or  five  fish,  and 
good  ones.  He  frequently  hooked  and  lost  heavy 
fish  ;  those  big  fellows  know  every  submerged  stake, 
and  promptly  take  a  turn  round  one  directly  they 
feel  anything  pulling  at  them. 

One  afternoon  moved  me  to  try  the  wet  fly.  The 
sky  was  dark  and  overcast,  and  a  strong  wind  was 
blowing  from  the  north.  Two  dry-fly  men — one  a 
capital  fisher — were  toiling,  but  had  done  nothing. 
It  did  not  look  hopeful,  but  I  went  about  300  yards 
higher  up  to  where  the  rough  water  ceases  and  com- 
menced to  fish  down.  Greenwell's  Glory,  on  small 
double  hooks,  at  tail,  and  two  of  Dan  O'Fee's  flies 
for  droppers.  It  is  a  long,  deep  pool,  with  a  strong 
current  and  a  rough  rocky  margin,  from  which  it  is 
not  safe  to  wade  more  than  four  or  five  feet  as  there 
is  a  very  sudden  drop  to  deep  water.  I  fished  it 
very  slowly,  making  two  or  three  casts  each  time 
before  moving  on.  Before  long  there  was  a  pull, 
and  I  was  fast  in  a  good  fish  that  weighed  IJlb., 
when,  a  little  later,  he  was  killed  and  put  on  the 
spring-balance.  Greenwell's  Glory  had  proved  to 
be  the  attraction,  and,  going  back  to  the  starting 
point,  I  commenced  again.    I  fished  down  without 


a  rise  to  whereH  landed  the'first  fish,  and  then  a 
little  lower  down  I  rose  and  hooked  a  second  one, 
and  the  reel  screamed  as  he  tore  off  the  line.  The 
fish  jumped  out  several  times,  and  there  was  an 
exciting  time  for  two  or  three  minutes,  but  I  got 
him  safely  to  the  net — Iflb.  was  his  weight,  and  it 
was  one  of  Dan's  flies  that  had  tempted  him  to 
destruction.  For  the  third  attempt  I  went  rather 
higher  than  the  previous  starting  point,  to  a  deep, 
rocky  pool  which  holds  good  fish,  but  the  local  men 
say  it  never  fishes  except  in  a  good  north  wind. 
Standing  a  little  below  the  head,  by  fishing  a  long 
line  one  can  cast  to  the  far  side  of  the  pool  and  fish 
the  cast  down  to  the  tail  and  a  little  slack  water 
on  your  own  side.  The  first  time  I  felt  a  gentle 
touch  in  this  slack  water,  but  as  nothing  came  of  it 
I  recovered  the  line  and  cast  again.  The  flies 
swept  round  again  to  the  same  place,  and  this  time 
there  was  no  mistake  about  the  pull,  and  away  the 
fish  went  into  mid-stream  and  jumped,  and  then 
back  again.  Two  or  three  times  I  saw  the  fish,  and 
he  was  considerably  bigger  than  the  last  one  ;  but, 
alas  !  he  broke  away,  and  on  reeling  up  I  found  that 
one  of  the  little  double  hooks  (he  had  taken 
Greenwell's  Glory)  had  given  way.  This  marked 
the  end  of  the  day's  work.  It  was  dinner-time, 
and  the  wind  had  backed  to  south-west,  bringing  up 
a  dense  mass  of  black,  rain-laden  clouds  which 
threatened  a  deluge.  Presently  down  came  the 
rain  so  heavily  that  it  drove  away  the  men  who  had 
come  for  the  evening  rise,  and  they  started  for 
home  as  fast  as  their  legs  could  carry  them.  But 
no  sooner  had  they  all  cleared  out  than  the 
threatened  storm  passed  away,  and  the  break  in 
the  drought  that  every  fisherman  was  hoping  for 
seemed  as  far  off  as  ever. 

On  the  following  day  the  doctor  did  well  with 
the  natural,  kilhng  one  fish  of  2lb,,  one  IJlb,, 
and  two  of  1  lb,  each. 

During  eight  days'  fishing  we  kiUed  fifty-four 
trout  each,  but  the  doctor  scored  for  weight  with 
one  fish  of  21b.  and  sixteen  from  1  lb.  to  Iflb,  To 
my  own  rod  fell  one  fish  of  21b,  weight,  and  only 
five  between  1  lb,  and  21b, 

For  July  fishing,  with  hot,  sunny  days,  and  water 
constantly  shrinking,  it  is  not  a  bad  record,  but  it 
was  only  made  by  always  having  one's  Une  on  the 
water  and  patiently  "  pegging  away,"  so  that  when 
the  fish  did  deign  to  take  a  bite  one  was  ready  for 
them. 

Of  the  delights  of  evening  fishing,  its  uncertainties, 
its  excitements  when  you  hook  a  big  fish  in  the 
gloaming,  I  may  speak  at  some  future  time. 

John  Doby. 


THE  NESS  ANGLING  SEASON. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  at  length  disposed 
of  the  petition  by  the  Ness  District  Fishery  Board 
for  the  earlier  opsning  of  the  river  for  rod-fishing. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  as  far  back  as  October 
last  a  public  inquiry  was  held  at  Inverness  by  Com- 
mission. The  considerable  delay  in  arriving  at  a 
decision  was  due  in  large  measure  to  complications 
caused  by  a  plea  raised  on  behalf  of  certain  parties 
who  opposed  the  petition  that  it  was  illegal.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  now  holds  that  this  plea  was 
not  well  founded,  and  he  therefore  repels  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  has  satisfied  himself  that  Jan,  15 
would  be  too  early  a  date  to  fix  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  time  for  rod  fishing.  He  is,  therefore, 
not  prepared  to  accede  to  the  petition  as  it  stands 
at  present.  The  promoters  of  the  petition,  however, 
have  given  notice  of  a  motion  of  renewal,  but  sub- 
stituting Feb.  2  for  Jan.  15.  This  would  allow 
of  the  river  being  open  for  rod  fishing  rather  more 
than  a  week  earlier  than  at  present,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  the  date  now  proposed  is  nearer 
the  mark  than  the  earUer  date  petitioned  for.  The 
Ness  itself  is  generally  held  to  be  a  late  river,  and 
although  there  is  an  early  run  it  is  confined  to 
Garry  fish,  which  are  simply  using  the  Ness  to 
arrive  in  their  own  waters.  The  parties  opposing 
the  petition  as  incompetent  seem  disposed  to  insist 
on  their  claim,  holding  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  not  the  power  to  alter  the  rod-fishing 
period,  although  he  has  already  done  so  in  the 
Tay  and  Thurso  districts.  This  is  a  question 
which,  if  pressed,  must  be  decided  in  a  court  of 
law,  and  if  it  is  held  that  the  Scottish  Secretary  has 
the  necessary  power,  it  is  quite  probable  he  may 
accede  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  in  its  amended 
form  and  allow  of  the  rod -fishing  being  started  in 
the  Ness  on  Feb.  2.— Highland  Times. 
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SALMON  FISHING  AT  THE 
KILLIN  END  OF  LOCH  TAY. 


LucH  Tay's  salmon  fishing  lias,  as  everyone 
knows,  a  world-wide  reputation,  and  there  is  perhaps 
no  moie  certain  place  for  getting  iisli  tlian  this 
most  beautiful  loch,  seventeen  miles  long  from  end 
to  end.  There  is  not  a  bay  or  point  where  salmon 
may  not  be  met  with.  The  hotel  leaves  nothing 
to  be  (li>sired  in  the  way  of  comfort,  and  the  boats 
are  well-found  and  the  boatmen  most  obliging  and 
reliable.  A  few  weeks'  residence  at  Killin  puts 
years  on  one  s  life — numbers  of  old  inhabitants 
have  attained  tlie  age  of  100,  105,  and  even  112 
and  115.  During  the  fishing  season  nothing  much 
is  talked  about  or  thought  about  but  fishing,  but 
when  one  does  not  happen  to  be  an  enthusiast,  if 
an  artist  or  golfer  the  delightful  place  oilers  equal 


a  piece  of  chop  or  a  sardine.  Down  in  the  lobby 
things  are  no  less  exciting.  The  boatmen  have 
the  fever  equally  as  bad,  and  while  they  fix  up  the 
rods,  test  the  lines,  traces,  and  baits,  they  fight  the 
battles  of  yesterday  and  other  days  over  again. 

Boats,  clothing,  eatable.«,  drinkables,  and  all 
things  being  ready,  the  anglers,  being  well  fortified 
with  a  good  breakfast,  are  eager  to  start,  taking 
a  sight  as  they  go  of  a  row  of  the  finest  fish  in 
Scotland,  averaging  20lb.,  the  result  of  the  previous 
day's  fishing,  which  are  b(?ing  placed  in  deal  boxes 
to  send  to  friends.  Stepping  down  a  few  steps  at 
the  side  of  the  hotel  in  the  garden,  the  salmon  fishers 
are  in  their  boats,  and  a  short  row  down  tho  river 
soon  brings  them  to  the  open  loch.  Auelimore  on 
the  right,  with  just  a  glimpse  of  Finlarich  Gastle 
embosomed  in  trees  on  the  left,  Stronaclachan  in 
the  rear,  with  the  convenient  little  steamboat  pier 
close  by,  Ben  Lawer.s,  with  his  v&p  of  snow  on. 


out  from  Fir  Point  or  Battle  Rock.  Suddenly, 
just  as  one  is  admiring  some  wonderful  cloud 
effect,  or  wondering  how  the  wife  and  bairns  are 
getting  on  at  home,  the  piece  of  lead  fiies  off  the 
line  with  a  thump  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 
The  reel  screams  out  enough  to  waken  the  Seven 
Sleepers.'and  the  boatmen  shout  out, ''That's  him !" 
and  one  gets  an  electric  shock  that  will  not  soon 
be  forgotten.  The  rod  is  lifted  from  the  fork,  the 
reel  is  still  screaming,  and  a  fish  is  on.  Eighty  or 
ninety  yards  away  our  fish  springs  out  of  the 
water,  and  comes  down  with  a  splash.  "  See  that, 
see  that !  Egh,  mon,  it's  a  bonny  fish."  Now  the 
boatmen  manoeuvre  the  boat  according  to  circum- 
stances— sometimes  backing,  sometimes  rowing. 
The  first  run  over  some  line  is  recovered.  Already 
twenty,  thirty,  forty  yards  have  been  regained, 
then  the  grand  fish  makes  another  fierce  dash  for 
freedom,  sometimes  making  for  a  dangerous  ledge 


Plwto  bill 


[James  Temple. 


Gafhnu  the  Salmon  near  Fat  Man  Rock,  Locii  Tay  (Killin  E.vd). 


n.ttractions,  though  usually  those  who  stay  at  Killin 
I  [otel  in  the  fishing  season  are  soon  affected  with 
1  he  fishing  fever,  and  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  with  such'surroimdings.  Morning,  noon,  or  eve- 
ning there  is  the  everlasting  talk  of  fishing,  fishing 
tackle,  baits,  boats,  gillies,  and  the  hundred  and 
one  things  connected  therewith.  The  morning  is 
a  busy  time,  and  the  fever  blazes  up  afresh  after, 
probably,  a  night  spent  in  killing  40-pounders  in 
one's  dreams.  Breakfasts  are  no  slight  affairs  at 
Killin,  where  huge  appetites  have  to  be  appeased 
with  something  substantial  and  sustaining,  and  be- 
tween the  fish,  the  bacon  and  eggs,  the  chops,  etc., 
the  merits  of  golden  and  silver  minnows,  soldiers, 
char,  traces,  Higlits,  hooks,  etc.,  are  discussed, 
examined,  and  prepared,  and  so  impatient  and 
excited  do  some  of  the  enthusiasts  get  that  the 
wonder  is  that  a  tasty-looking  phantom  with  its 
arming  of  hooks  is  not  gobbled  up  in  mistake  for 


and  his  smaller  brethren  showing  up  mijest  cally. 
with  Battle  Rojk  in  middle  distance  —  such  a 
picture  it  would  be  hard  to  beat  in  all  bonny 
Scotland.  The  boat  prances  along,  urged  by  the 
strong  arms  of  Macnaughton  and  Jim  Macay.  the 
angler  gets  his  lin?s  out,  sixty  yards  usually,  and 
the  rods  are  placed  slantwise  in  the  stern.  A 
stone  or  piece  of  lead  is  placed  on  the  line  so  as  to 
prevent  any  more  line  running  ofi  the  reel  till  a 
salmon  takes  a  fancy  to  one  of  the  baits  which  are 
spinning  merrily  round  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
The  boatmen  take  a  zigzag  course,  so  that  for  a 
time  one  line  streams  away  a  long  way  to  the 
right  or  left,  thercbj''  avoiding  the  little  disturbance 
caused  by  rowing.  This  is  supposed  to  give  a  better 
chance  to  one  or  other  of  the  baits  alternately. 
The  boatmen's  eyes  are  intently  watching  the  rod 
tops  as  they  row  along,  especially  so  as  they  make 
an  artful  curve  or  two  near  the  rocks  which  jut 


of  rocks,  which  would  mean  parting  eomiwny  if 
he  reached  them,  but  the  sturdy  henchmen  know 
of  them,  and  by  prompt  management,  together 
with  proper  persuasion  on  the  part  of  the  angler, 
he  is  got  within  workable  distance.  Feebler  and 
feebler  his  rushes  become,  till  his  strength  being 
nearly  spent,  his  silvery  sides  display  from  time 
to  time  his  fair  proportions.  One  boatman  now 
manages  the  oars,  the  other  leans  over  the  stern 
with  the  gleaming  gaff,  and  the  gasping  fish,  with  no 
more  fight  left  in  him,  comes  within  striking  distance. 
Lightning-like  the  strike  is  made,  and  the  brave  fish 
comes  tumbling  into  the  boat,  a  fine  22-pounder. 
A  deeper  breath  is  taken,  and  if  the  angler  is  fiom 
the  south,  just  to  give  vent  to  his  feelings,  lie 
snatches  h's  cap  off  and  sends  up  a  loud  hurrah. 
Mac's  hand  dives  into  the  luncheon  basket,  and  a 
little  black  bottle  comes  forth,  and  just  a  little 
something  stimulating  poses  for  a  second  or  two. 
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while  he  says  devoutly,  "  Luck  to  men,  and  death 
to  fishes,''  and  it  is  gone.  The  other  boatman  does 
likewise,  and  the  angler  probably  honours  the  occa- 
sion in  the  same  way.  A  similar  party  in  a  boat 
half  a  mile  o£E.  wbo  have  been  watching  the  battle 
intently,  say — though  we  do  not  hear  them,  l)ut 
they  look  it — "  Confound  it,  just  the  place  we  went 
over  half  an  hour  ago." 

The  lines  are  again  let  out,  and  the  boat  dances 
over  the  waves  to  Fat  Man  Rock.  A  snow  shower 
comes  over  Ben  Lawers,  while  perhaps  a  double 
rainbow  lights  up  the  middle  distance  with  stripes 
of  colour,  nowhere  on  earth  to  be  seen  in  such 
splendour.  In  the  bay,  before  reaching  Fat  Man, 
another  excitement  is  in  store.  The  lead  again 
flops  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  the  angler 
is  again  on  his  feet  eager  for  the  fight,  but  the 
gillie  only  smiles,  and  with  a  "  naughty  twinkle  in 
his  eye,"  for  it  is  only  a  bit  of  the  county  of  Perth- 


carried  their  boat  at  dead  of  night  from  Loch  Tay 
across  the  hills  to  Loch  Earn,  launched  her,  and 
stealthily  rowed  over  to  the  robber's  castle,  to 
find  the  robber  and  his  band  lying  round  the 
smouldering  embers  of  their  fire  after  a  great  feast ; 
how  Smooth  John  knocked  with  his  dagger  on  the 
strong  oaken  door,  then  the  brothers  with  united 
strength  smashed  in  the  door,  and  murdered  the 
whole  band  of  drunken  revellers,  only  one  little 
boy  hidden  behind  a  recess  escaping.  Tragic 
incidents  of  Battle  Rock,  of  Finlarich  Castle,  and 
the  Black  Duncan,  stories  of  Fingal's  grave  and 
Rob  Roy  wile  awayl  the  time  when  the  fish  are 
not  in  the  taking  humour.  Sometimes  a  storm 
will  sweep  the  loch  so  suddenly  that  in  ten 
minutes  the  smallest  ripple  will  be  changed  to  a 
very  rough  sea  A  squall  coming  down  Glen 
Dochart  will  raise  waves  which  will  give  the 
boatmen  all  they  can  do  to  keep  her  head  to,  but 


in  each  evening  with  fine  fish,  was  persuaded  by 
Mr.  Knight,  the  landlord,  to  have  a  day  on  the 
water,  and  he  was  delighted  (though  he  had  never 
Hshod  in  Iiis  life  before)  to  have  a  20-pounder  to 
take  south  with  him  the  next  day.     J.  Temple. 


thp:n  and  now. 


There  is  one  advantage  possessed  by  anglers 
no  longer  in  the  bloom  of  youth  or  the  vigour  of 
early  manhood,  which  is  usually  exploited  by  the 
veteran — not  to  term  him  an  old  fogey — for  all  it 
is  worth.  With  wading  forbidden  him,  and  the 
effort  of  pushing  and  fixing  a  punt  an  increasing 
trial  on  his  muscles,  he  cannot  always  hope  to  rival 
the  younger  generation  where  sport  depends  on  the 
expenditure  of  physical  energy.  Gaily  ignoring  the 
risk  of  being  regarded  as  in  his  anecdotage,  when 


I'holo  ),y\ 


The  Last  of  the  Season  on  Loch  Tay. 
'I'he  liail)uur  at  Fir  Point,  Marquis  of  Bieadalbane's  private  part  of  tlie  tisliiii; 


\Jame.i  Temple. 


shire  which  the  inshore  bait  has  got  attached  to 
that  has  caused  the  commotion — the  leaded  bait 
having  sunk  deeper  than  the  boatmen  allowed  for 
has  caught  the  bottom.  Doubtless,  though  the 
gillies  never  admit  it,  that  just  by  way  of  a 
stimulant,  especially  if  the  proper  one  is  not  on 
board,  the  angler  is  sometimes  treated  to  this  little 
excitement  of  "  hooking  the  county."  A  turn  or 
two  round  Fat  Man  and  nothing  happening,  the 
lines  are  taken  in,  and  the  boat  sheltered  by  huge 
rocks  calmly  glides  in  shore.  After  luncheon  and 
pipes,  the  boat  is  again  launched,  the  lines  put  out, 
and  if  the  sport  is  slow  the  boatmen  tell  weird  stories 
of  bloody  battles  between  the  McNish  and  Macnab, 
of  dire  vengeance  taken  by  Smooth  John  Macnab 
and  his  brothers  on  the  robber  McNish,  whose  strong- 
hold was  on  an  island  on  Loch  Earn,  for  robbing 
Macnab's  henchman  of  a  supply  of  dainties  which 
they  had  sent  to  Crieff  for;  how  the  brothers 


accidents  are  very  rare,  and  shelter  can  be  got  very 
quickly. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  fishing  in  Loch 
Tay  is  by  most  people  who  go  there  considered  to 
be  over  by  May,  at  which  time  really  there  is  often 
the  best  head  of  taking  fish  in  the  lonh,  and  it 
only  needs  to  be  better  known  and  doubtless  more 
fishermen  would  be  glad  to  go  there  in  that  month, 
when  the  weather  is  more  genial  and  the  days 
longer  and  warmer.  Also  it  should  be  known  that 
people  who  have  never  fished  before  will  stand  as 
good  a  chance  of  getting  fish  as  those  who  have 
practised  salmon  fishing  all  their  lives.  Only  last 
year  I  happened  to  revisit  my  old  quarters  at 
Killin  Hotel.  There  was  a  fine  head  of  salmon  in 
the  loch,  but  few  fishers  to  fish  for  them,  and  a 
gentleman  travelling  through  the  Highlands,  break- 
ing his  journey  at  this  most  pleasant  spot  for  a 
few  days,  rather  envying  the  few  fishers  who  came 


reminiscences  are  being  exchanged,  it  is  hard  if  he 
fails  to  score.  What  tales  he  can  tell  of  monster 
carp  from  ponds  long  ago  filled  up !  A-Miat  bags  of 
roach  and  bream  from  the  canal  whose  waters  are 
now  too  foul  for  any  self-respecting  fish  to  exist  in  I 
How,  even  in  waters  still  fishable,  the  increasing 
traffic  and  number  of  anglers  render  captures  equal 
in  size  or  aggregate  to  those  of  past  days  almost 
an  impossibility. 

Compare  Thames  fishing  at  the  present  day  with 
that  of  thirty,  or  even  twenty,  years  ago.  How 
well  I  recollect  my  early  camping-out  expeditions  — 
where  almost  every  field  along  the  banks  wa^ 
available  for  us  to  "  nightly  pitch  our  moving 
tent."  No  odious  notice-boards,  with  '"  No  landing 
allowed,"  then  greeted  the  humble  camper,  driving 
him  either  to  lose  the  best  fun  of  the  trip  hy  taking 
shelter  in  some  more  or  less  expensive  hostelry, 
or  to  erect  his  canvas  domicile  on  a  cribbed  and 
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confined  space  of  land  specially  reserved  for  his 
kind.  Here,  in  addition  to  payment  being  exacted, 
the  tents  are  packed  together  in  close  and  orderly 
array,  and  ill-advised  individuals,  forgetting  that 
the  true  charm  of  a  camping  holiday  is  its  freedom 
from  society  restrictions  and  impedimenta,  have 
burdened  themselves  with  Japanese  lanterns, 
elaborate  crockery,  and  even  pianos.  Give  me  the 
time  when,  if  you  met  three  boats  a  day  in  the 
more  secluded  upper  reaches,  you  felt  crowded. 
When,  if  the  water  tempted  you,  you  could  bathe 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  without  giving  offence  to 
anyone.    We  could  catch  fish  in  those  days.  too. 

Fancy  the  delights  of  turning  out  of  your  warm 
blankets  about  2  a.m.  in  a  thick  river  mist,  and 
dropping  the  boat  gently  down  the  edge  of  the 
willows,  where  the  great  chub,  their  suspicions  at 
rest,  lay  waiting  for  your  fly,  bunch  of  gentles, 
or  long-corking  tackle.  Then  the  steady  pull  back 
with  spoonbait  trailing  astern,  and  the  rod  not 
infrequently  bending  as  a  deluded  pike  or  perch 
seized  the  glittering  deception.  And  how  well  the 
catch  tasted,  too.  A  perch,  cooked  in  his  skin,  or  a 
pike,  filleted,  and  fried  over  the  spirit-stove,  was 
a  dish  fit  for  the  gods.  In  those  unregenerate  days, 
when  gorge-baiting  was  allowed,  what  could  be 
pleasanter  than  to  push  the  boat  into  the  dense 
masses  of  grassy  weeds,  dropping  the  bait  into 
every  promising  hole  ;  and,  when  it  was  taken, 
the  thrill  of  excitement  and  wonder  as  to  whether 
the  quarry  weighed  1  lb.  or  101b.  None  of  the 
quibbling  little  bites  then  that  appear  to  be 
fashionable  now  among  present-day  fish.  Even 
the  roach  would  draw  a  substantial  float  right  under, 
instead  of  causing  you  to  ruin  your  eyesight  in 
trying  to  discern  a  nibble.  How  tall  the  reeds  and 
rushes  used  to  grow,  and  what  space  they  used  to 
occupy  1  Push  your  boat  into  a  sheltered  piece  of 
open  water,  and  wait  quietly  and  see  how  the  fish 
would  gradually  draw  out  from  the  adjoining 
shelter  into  their  feeding  and  play  ground.  The 
saucy  little  minnows  would  scarce  trouble  to  dive 
as  the  prow  parted  their  ranks  ;  in  a  moment  or 
two  the  gudgeon  would  again  be  nosing  in  the 
golden  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool ;  the  roach, 
beginning  with  quarter-pounders,  and  progressing 
by  a  regular  gradation  of  sizes,  would  again 
appear  ;  a  portly  perch  or  two,  and,  perhaps,  a 
barbel,  woidd  swim  within  our  ken.  Then  a 
gradual  vanishing  of  the  various  species  would 
induce  us 

To  watch  the  long  pike  basking  lie 
Outside  the  shadow  of  the  weed. 

We  could  catch  fish  in  those  days.  Though  the 
tackle  was  coarser,  and  the  anglers  lacked  the  ex- 
perience that  has  come  with  years,  how  unfavourably 
the  captures  of  the  present  compare  with  those 
of  the  past.  Whether  time,  like  distance,  lends 
enchantment  to  the  view,  I  know  not.  Perhaps 
the  mist  of  bygone  years  has  a  magnifying  quality, 
through  which  the  fish  we  caught  long  ago  loom 
larger  both  in  size  and  number  than  those  we  land 
now. 

It  may  be  maintained  that  the  comparatively 
poor  results  achieved  now  are  to  a  great  extent 
owing  to  the  methods — now  prohibited — of  trailing 
and  gorge-baiting  we  practised  then.  True,  some 
undersized  jack  were  killed,  but  plenty  of  time  has 
elapsed  since  for  natural  restocking  to  have  taken 
place  if  those  methods  had  really  caused  the  falling- 
off.  No,  I  am  afraid  that  unless  the  river  ceases 
to  be  the  haunt  of  fashion,  of  which  there  seems  to 
be  little  indication,  those  happy  days  are  gone, 
never  to  return.  Compare  the  picture  I  have  drawn 
with  anything  obtainable  within  a  day's  journey 
of  London,  out  and  home.  Where  are  all  the  weed- 
grown  shallows,  from  Teddington  upwards,  which 
used  to  form  spawning  grounds  and  nurseries  for 
the  fry  ?  AU  dredged  away  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  daily-increasing  traffic.  Although  in  those 
days  the  sewage  from  various  riverside  towns  was 
sent  direct  into  the  stream,  I  question  if  it  was  more 
deleterious  to  fish  Ufe  than  the  chemically-purified 
efiluents  which  now  take  its  place.  Then,  a  steam 
launch  passing  was  a  noteworthy  incident.  Now, 
along  the  edges  of  the  stream,  a  black  scum,  smelhng 
vilely  of  paraffin,  overpowers  the  odour  of  the 
meadow  sweet,  and  betrays  the  presence  of  the 
ubiquitous  motor-boat.  Consider  the  constant 
turmoil  the  water  is  kept  in,  especially  during  the 
spawning  season,  and  when  the  small  fry  are  hatched 
out.  Think  how  much  spawn  is  torn  off  the 
reeds  and  rushes,  or  detached  from  the  bottom, 
by^the^wash  caused  by  power-driven  craft,  and  how 


many  fry  are  choked  by  their  oily  exhalations,  or 
left  high  and  dry  on  the  shore. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  taking  a  selfish  point  of  view  ? 
At  any  rate,  it  is  one  shared  by  most  anglers,  and 
while  I  unfeignedly  rejoice  at  the  amount  of  rational 
enjoyment  that  the  increasing  use  of  the  river 
indicates,  I  cannot  help  regretting  the  time  when 
we  were  on  terms  of  more  private  intercourse  and 
intimacy  with  dear  old  Father  Thames. 

Lobworm. 


THE  TEST  AND  ITCHEN  IN 
DANGEK. 

We  referred  last  week  to  the  attempt  which  the 
Avon  and  Stour  Fisheries  Board  are  making  to  get 
control  of  the  Itchen  and  Test,  and  turn  j)erfect 
trout  rivers  into  tenth-rate  or  no  rate  salmon  rivers 
like  the  Avon  and  Stour.  We  hope  that,  if 
necessary,  the  fight  will  be  carried  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  we  cannot  suppose  that  this  proposal  will 
not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  The  inquiry  occupied  many  days,  and 
if  we  gave  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  it  would  fill  over 
eighteen  columns.  Wo  shall  give  a  few  extracts 
from  the  excellent  report,  nine  columns  in  length, 
given  by  the  Hampshire  Advertiser  of  May  12.  The 
Southampton  Echo  also  gave  full  reports  daily. 


Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  superintendent  inspector  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  opened  an 
inquiry  on  Monday  (May  7)  into  an  application 
^  made  by  the  Avon  and  Stour  Fisheries  Board  for  an 
alteration  of  the  limits  of  their  district,  so  as  "  to 
include  therein  coast  and  territorial  waters,  and  all 
rivers  and  streams,  ^vitli  their  tributaries,  flowing 
into  such  waters  (1)  between  a  line  drawn  true 
south-east  from  tlie  southern  extremity  of  the 
eastern  boimdary  of  the  county  of  Dorset  near 
Alum  Chine,  and  a  line  drawn  north  and  south 
through  the  Needles  hghthouse  and  between  the 
line  drawn  true  north-east  from  the  Needles  light- 
house and  a  line  drawn  along  the  west  side  of  Stokes 
Bay  Pier,  thence  straight  to  the  outer  extremity  of 
Byde  Pier,  and  thence  along  the  west  side  of  such 
pier." 

The  inquiry  was  opened  at  the  Audit  House,  and 
was  then  formally  adjourned  to  the  reading-room 
of  the  Hartley  University  College. 

Mr.  Clarke,  in  his  opening  speech,  said  the  appli- 
cation was  made  under  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1873. 
The  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Avon  and  Stour 
was  the  Board  which  was  formed  imder  the  Fishery 
Act,  1865,  and  under  certificate  of  the  Home  Office 
of  March  26,  1866.  The  Board  had  power  to  make 
bye-laws  dealing  with  close  seasons  and.  the  issue  of 
licences,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  central 
authority.  Tlie  present  Board  was  constituted  of 
nine  representatives  from  each  of  the  counties  of 
Hants,  Dorset,  and  Wilts.  In  addition  the  Marquis 
of  Bath  was  an  ex-officio  member,  and  there  was  a 
licensee  as  a  representative.  On  July  21  last  year 
the  Board  unanimously  resolved  to  apply  for  the 
enlargement  and  alteration,  of  their  limits,  and 
notice  of  their  intention  was  sent  to  every  person 
who  could  claim  to  be  interested.  The  whole  of  the 
district  sought  to  be  included  was  under  no  control 
except  that  exercised  by  the  various  owners.  In 
consequence  certain  irregularities  were  practised  in 
the  rivers,  and  this  ought  not  to  be,  for  the  interests 
of  salmon  fishery  were  to  be  considered.  It  might 
be  said  that  any  illegality  or  irregularity  could  be 
objected  to  and  stopped  by  private  individuals. 
But  what  was  everybody's  business  was  nobody's 
business,  and  the  Conservators  desired  to  see  fair 
play  all  round.  The  owners  at  the  mouth,  while 
taking  a  fair  proportion,  should  not  do  so  to  the 
exclusion  of  those  above,  and  the  fish  should  be  per- 
mitted access  to  spawning-beds.  Tlie  Conservators 
desired  to  secure  the  proper  protection  of  the  whole 
river,  and  not  one  portion  of  it  only.  What  was 
now  legal  in  the  rivers  would  be  not  less  legal  if  the 
Board  were  granted  control,  and  what  was  illegal 
now  would  be  not  less  illegal  then.  As  a  result  of 
the  existing  system,  salmon  interest  was  largely 
decreasing  in  value.  The  present  area  of  the  Con- 
servators was  too  restricted  to  be  of  any  real  value. 
Their  present  area  extended  only  to  low-water  mark. 
A  curious  sandbank  extended  parallel  with  the 
coast  about  two  miles  up  to  Highclifle  Castle,  or  a 
little  beyond.  That  sandbank  was  not  permanent. 
It  had  disappeared  and  extended  in  places  during 
the  last  twenty-five  years.  A  considerable  portion 
of  fish  had  to  go  up  that  narrow  mouth  before  they 
could  get  to  the  river.  The  Board  could  issue  licences 
to  fish  with  nets  of  certain  mesh  practically  to  the 
mouth,  but  not  quite.  They  could  not  deal  with  any 
person  who,  below  low  water  mark,  should  wade  in 
or  go  in  a  boat  and  catch  salmon  with  a  smaller  net. 


Tlie  tendency,  therefore,  was  for  salmon  to  decreiiHc. 
The  obvious  way  of  getting  rid  of  this  state  of  thngs 
was  to  grant  the  application. 

Evidence  was  given,  among  others  interested,  by 
the  following  : — 

The  Town  Clerk  of  Winchester  (Mr.  Thomas  Holt ) 
stated  that  the  Corporation  of  that  city  wore  ownoi  s 
of  fishing,  and,  having  carefully  considered  tlm 
present  application,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  thut 
they  wanted  to  be  left  alone.  The  Itchen  was  essen- 
tially a  trout  river,  and  it  had  been  found  wheio 
sucli  power  as  applied  for  had  been  constituted  tlie 
trout  fishing  had  been  affected. 

In  reply  to  the  inspector,  the  Winchester  town 
clerk  said  lie  could  not  give  an  instance  where  trout 
fishing  had  been  affected  by  salmon,  but  it  was 
known. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Cotton,  C.C.,  and  a  member  of  tlio 
Eastleigh  Urban  District  Council,  of  the  Mount, 
Bishopstoke,  stated  tliat  he  was  a  riparian  owner 
on  the  River  Itchen,  in  the  parishes  pf  Otterbourne 
and  Bishopstoke.  His  property  was  above  Bishop- 
stoke, and  he  saw  salmon  tliere  a"  fortnight  ago.  Ho 
thought  Bishopstoke  Mill  formed  an  obstruction  to 
tlio  salmon  coming  up.  He  was  in  favour  of  the 
Itchen  river  being  under  a  Board  of  Conservancy. 
He  thought  there  were  good  spawning-beds  on  his 
property.  If  n  fish  pass  was  put  in;at  the  Bishopstoke 
Mill  they  would  get  salmon  there,  and  he  would  like 
that.  He  would  want  a  higher  rent  if  salmon  were 
taken,  and  he  would  like  salmon  for  his  own  plea- 
sure, as  he  retained  a  portion  of  the  fishing.  He  had 
no  knowledge  of  milling.  The  Bishopstoke  Mill  was 
driven  by  water,  but  he  thought  there  must  be  sure 
plus  power.  For  years  there  had  been  a  notable 
shrinking  of  water,  though  it  was  better  that 
morning.  Since  the  construction  of  the  pumpinp 
station  for  the  Southampton  Corporation  there  had 
been  a  shrinkage  of  water  in  the  river.  He  did  not 
care  whether  it  was  an  association,  or  minor  county 
council,  or  any  body,  but  some  body  should  be 
formed  to  take  an  interest  in  the  river,  to  look  after 
the  matters  of  pollution,  and  be  good  witnesses  to 
what  he  liad  said  about  the  slirinkage  of  water.  He 
thought  a  Board  of  that  sort  would  be  very  suitable. 

Mr.  John  Gater,  of  Black  House,  West  End, 
stated  that  he  was  a  riparian  owner,  and  also  of 
West  End  Mill,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above 
where  the  tide  flows  and  Sir  Samuel  Montagu's 
salmon  pool.  He  was^  not  a  fisherman,  but  he  took 
an  interest  in  fishing  matters,  and  his  sons  were 
fishermen.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  had  been  caught 
in  his  part  of  the  river.  It  was  probable  that  a 
conservancy  board  would  improve  the  fishing. 

James  Pride,  water  bailiff  to  the  Avon  and  Stour 
Fishery  Board  for  eight  years,  stated  that  there  were 
spawning-beds  on  the  Avon  at'  Fordingbridge,  and 
he  had  traced  the  brood  down  to  the  rnouth  of  the 
river,  and  there  the  fish  they  had  raised  were  caught 
in  the  nets  of  Poole  fishermen.  Returning  fish  had 
decreased. 

He  made  an  inspection  of  the  Test  river  in 
December,  and  had  a  conversation  with  flounder 
fishermen  at  the  mouth,  who  used  a  Sin.  mesh  net. 
They  had  means  of  disposing  of  salmon  if  they 
caught  them  out  of  season.  He  described  the  con- 
dition of  things  he  found  at  Captain  Beaumont's 
property,  Testwood,  at  Nursling  and  Sadler's  Mill, 
adding  that  he  went  to  the  Itchen  and  was  told  by 
fishermen  that  they  were  allowed  to  fish  without  a 
fixed  engine  up  to  Woodmill.  There  were  no  fish 
passes  at  Eastleigh  and  Bishopstoke  mills.  There 
were  splendid  spawning-beds  up  to  Shavvford,  and 
he  saw  nothing  to  hinder  fish  going  up  as  high  as 
Winchester — it  was  no  great  distance.  He  went  up 
the  Hamble  river  in  January,  and  from  inquiries  he 
made  he  learned  there  were  salmon  peal  in  the  river, 
and  he  formed  the  opinion  sea-trout  and  salmon 
peal  would  go  up  the  river.  Sea- trout  got  up  as 
far  as  Bursledon.  Improving  the  fish  passes  did  not 
necessarily  mean  taking  away  more  water  from  the 
mills.  He  was  known  on  the  Avon  as  "  The  Admiral." 
Illegal  fishing  had  been  going  on  many  years,  and  he 
attributed  the  decrease  of  salmon  to  netting,  every 
year  the  nets  increasing.  He  went  as  far  as  Stock- 
bridge  ;  but  he  did  not  think  salmon  would  go  as 
far  as  that  even  with  the  provision  of  fish  passes. 
He  saw  salmon  as  high  as  Mottisfont,  where  he  saw 
them  spawning.  The  keepers  were  in  favour  of  the 
conservancy.  He  saw  the  landlord  of  the  Grosvenor 
Hotel,  S^ockbridge,  but  did  not  tell  him  that 
he  could  find  no  one  in  favour  of  tlie  proposal.  There 
was  a  great  scare  at  Stockbridge  that  salmon  would 
affect  trout — a  nonsense  kind  of  thing. 

Major  Eraser,  of  the  Island,  Romsey,  just  above 
Greatbridge  Mill,  stated  that  he  had  had  experience 
of  fishing  since  he  was  six  years  old,  and  he  had  had 
five  years'  experience  of  the  Test.  He  had  five  miles 
of  salmon  and  half  a  mile  of  trout  fishing,  and  he 
was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  proposal  to  put  that 
part  of  the  district  under  the  control  of  the  Avon 
and  Stour  Conservancy. 

Douglas  Everett,  as  agent  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Evelyn 
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Ashley,  spoke  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a 
conservancy.  He  thought  salmon  should  be  allowed 
to  go  up  to  Greatbridge,  where  there  were  good 
s  pa  wning-gro  unds . 

Mr.  Stanger,  K.C.,  M.P..  stated  that  he  had  been 
asked  to  open  the  case,  and  Mr.  Clavell  Salter,  K.C., 
^f.P..  would  sum  up  the  evidence.  He  was  glad 
to  know  from  the  observations  of  the  inspector 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  rivers  in 
question,  and  he  would  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
o\-idence  that  woidd  be  called  more  than  a  stranger  ; 
but  there  were  details  that  must  be  given  in  e\'i- 
dence  to  appear  on  the  notes,  though  they  might 
be  known  to  the  inspector.  The  owners  and  lessees 
of  fishery  rights  along  the  whole  Test  Valley, 
broadly  from  Whitchurch  right  down  to  Romsey, 
and  they  practically  represented  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  in  that  valley,  and  he  might  say  without 
exception  thej'  were  strongly  opposed  to  the  appli- 
l  ation,  and  they  would  give  in  great  detail  reasons 
for  their  objections.  Shortly,  the  objections  might 
be  summarised.  They  believed  if  the  application 
was  granted  there  was  great  danger  to  their  trout 
fishing ;  in  the  second  place  they  thought  there 
was  very  grave  danger  to  the  sj-stem  of  irrigation 
of  the  water  meadows  ;  and  they  also  thought  there 
would  be  great  danger  to  the  corn  mills  and  eel 
weirs.  \ATiat  was  threatened  was  the  prosperity 
and  interests  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley. 
His  clients  \'iewed  with  a  certain  amoimt  of  suspicion 
and  hostiUty  the  approach  of  a  foreign  body  to 
i'f)me  and  exercise  jurisdiction  over  their  district. 
He  did  not  put  that  forward  as  a  ground  that  by 
itself  would  be  conclusive.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  appUcants  had  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
<listrict  over  which  they  had  presided  for  over  forty 
>ears.  They  had  only  one  water  baiUff,  and  the 
salmon  had  fallen  off  in  number.  That  was  not 
the  fault  of  his  chents,  and  if  it  was  essential  that 
their  jurisdiction  should  be  extended  to  the  three- 
mile  limit,  they  had  not  opposed  that.  Whether 
their  own  fault  or  not,  he  did  not  say,  they  had  not 
been  pre-eminently  successful.  In  1881  a  move- 
ment was  made  similar  to  that  which  was  now 
taking  place,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Lord 
Mount  Temple  to  form  a  salmon  fishery  district,  but 
there  was  so  much  opposition  to  that  that  he 
withdrew  his  application.  He  said  he  had  no  wish 
to  injure  the  trout  fishing,  and  he  would  not  have 
introduced  the  application  if  he  thought  it  would 
have  done  that.  The  rateable  value  of  the  trout 
fisher\'  was  £100  to  £130  per  mile,  for  the  trout 
lishing  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  that  part 
f  the  country  contained.  It  not  merely  produced 
>port  and  amusement  for  gentlemen,  but  found 
employment  for  a  large  number  of  persons,  and 
practically  it  was  indirectly  an  industry  which 
furnished  emplojTnent  for  a  considerable  number 
i)f  persons.  As  to  the  water  meadows,  it  had  been 
-  lid  if  the  system  of  irrigation  was  altered  they 
A  ould  be  damaged  to  the  extent  of  £5  to  £20  an 
ere.  Why  should  an  application  be  made  to  alter 
•lie  character  of  the  industry,  and  as  to  compen- 
sation, where  was  it  to  come  from,  and  why  .should 
they  not  keep  the  district  in  its  present  condition 
of  prosperity.  What  hLs  clients  said,  speaking 
broadly  for  the  proprietors  and  those  interested  in 
the  state  of  things  now  existing,  from  Romsey 
right  up  to  Whitchurch,  was  that  they  were  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  them.  They  had  a  fishing 
described  by  their  opponents  as  absolutely  tmique, 
and  they  had  an  industry  which  through  the 
present  system  was  thriving  in  an  agricultural 
district.  There  were  a  considerable  nimiber  of 
mills  in  the  valley,  and  they  wanted  to  be  let 
I  lone,  and  not  to  change  the  existing  state  of 
liings  for  hypothetical  advantages.  They  main- 
tained that  the  application  was  unnecessary,  un- 
called for,  and  ill-advised  so  far  as  it  affected  the 
principal  rivers  mentioned.  The  object  of  it  was 
to  turn  them  into  salmon  rivers,  and  it  would 
lead  to  continual  litigation,  whereas  they  wanted 
rieace;  He  hewl  a  strong  body  of  evidence  that 
lie  salmon  would  affect  the  trout  fishing,  and 
apprehensions  to  that  effect  were  held  by  persons 
who  believed  they  were  well  founded,  and  they 
would  be  glad  not  to  have  the  present  state  of 
'hings  imperilled.  This  was  really  a  war  between 
•ilmon  and  trout,  and  if  the  trout  were  to  be 
-reserved  they  must  keep  the  salmon  away  from 
hem.  It  was  clear  from  the  evidence  which  had 
Iready  been  given  that  the' mills  wanted  all  the 
■  fiter  they  could  get.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a 
lloard  of  Conservancy  looking  after  the  fishery 
more  than  was  the  case  now,  and  said  it  would 
not  affect  the  question  of  the  pollution  of  streams. 
It  was  idle  to  suggest  that  they  would  get  rid  of 
pollution  if  a  board  were  formed,  and  he  maintained 
that  the  establishment  of  a  conservancy  would 
bring  about  disastrous  changes. 

The  Hon.  Gerald  Lascelles,  Deputy-Surveyor  of 
the  New  Forest,  wished  to  explain  why  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  would  prefer  the  New  Forest 


to  be  excluded  from  the  power  of  any  conservancy. 
There  were,  he  said,  certain  rivers  on  Crown  property 
and  there  was  no  body  more  likely  to  V)o  averse  to 
injuring  the  industry  of  fishing.  The  rivers  were 
small,  and  in  no  case  did  salmon  use  thorn,  though 
sea-trout  might.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  rivers 
small  brown  trout  afforded  sport  to  the  Crown 
licensees,  and  they  did  not  want  water  bailiffs  to 
interfere  with  the  keepers  of  the  forest,  and  they 
did  not  want  their  licensees  forced  to  pay  for  a 
licence  to  a  conservancy  whicli  money  might  be 
spent  for  the  benefit  of  the  Avon.  One  of  the 
rivers  was  the  Beaulieu  river,  which  was  well 
managed  by  Lord  Montagu,  and  also  the  Office  of 
Woods, 'and  it  required  no  further  management  of 
a  conservancy.  The  spawning  beds  were  well  pro- 
tected, and  nothing  more  could  be  done  to  protect 
them.  Sea-trout  rari  into  the  Bartley  Water,  which 
emptied  into  the  Southampton  Water  at  Eling, 
and  that  was  well  looked  after.  As  to  the  Lyining- 
ton  river,  no  sea-trout  penetiated  the  forest  in  the 
confines  of  the  Crown  property.  He  urged  that 
the  New  Forest  should  be  excluded  if  any  conser- 
vancy was  formed,  because  (it  was  not  required, 
and  it  would  cause  friction  with  the  forest  keepers. 
The  Efford  stream  should  also  be  excluded. 

Sir  Edmund  Antrobus,  Bart.,  chairman  of  the 
sub-committee  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Avon 
in  connection  with  the  Avon  and  Stour  Fishery 
district,  spoke  of  the  difficulty  that  existed  in  the 
upper  waters  that  money  collected  for  trout  licences 
was  spent  for  the  advantage  of  salmon  alone.  His 
committee  passed  a  resoluton  that  salmon  should 
not  be  permitted  above  Romsey.  He  attributed  the 
diminution  of  salmon  in  the  Test  to  the  traffic  of 
big  steamers  in  the  Southampton  Water. 

Mr.  Samuel  Tanner,  agent  to  Sir  John  Shelley, 
Bart.,  of  Avington  Park,  explained  the  large  extent 
of  land  alongside  the  ^i^•er  Itchen  owned  by 
Sir  John  Shelley,  who  also  owned  a  large  number  of 
water  meadows.  To  take  away  any  of  the  water 
would,  he  said,  depreciate  the  value  of  the  farm. 
The  river  was  let  to  several  tenants.  Sir  Edward 
Grey  rented  2-\  miles  of  fishing,  which  was  formerly 
let  at  £160  per  annum,  and  last  February  he  granted 
a  new  lease  to  Sir  Edward  Grey  for  fourteen  j'ears 
at  £450.  Sir  Edward  Grey  paid  all  rates  and 
expenses,  and  did  the  restocking.  Mr.  Bryant  was 
another  tenant,  who  had  three  holdings,  and  he  paid 
£250  a  year  for  thirty-seven  acres  of  water  meadows, 
which  were  sublet  at  £100  per  annum,  leaving  £150 
he  paid  for  the  fishing.  Chilland  Mill,  which  was 
useless  as  a  mill,  was  now  used  as  a  fish  hatchery. 
The  establishment  of  a  conservancy  board  would 
interfere  very  much  with  reference  to  the  water 
meadows,  and  also  the  fishing.  Sir  Edward  Grey, 
who  was  a  great  fisherman,  had  written  to  him  join- 
ing the  opposition  to  the  application,  stating  that 
the  result  of  introducing  salmon  wotild  ruin  the 
trout  fishing,  which  was  valuable,  without  making 
it  a  salmon  river.  Witness  went  on  to  say  that  they 
got  on  very  well  now,  and  if  a  Board  were  estab- 
lished they  would  have  someone  dictating  to  them. 
A  board  would  interfere  with  their  cutting  weeds 
for  one  thing.  If  they  did  anything  a  conservancy 
board  would  be  a  nuisance,  and  if  they  did  not 
they  would  not  be  wanted. 

Major  Heathcote  stated  that  he  was  interested 
in  the  Avon  from  the  mouth,  the  Ringwood  part, 
and  Lord  Normanton's,  and  he  was  on  the  Avon 
and  Stour  Fishery  Board  from  1898  to  1903.  Having 
read  the  petition,  as  well  as  the  answers,  and  know- 
ing the  work  of  the  board  as  it  existed  while  he  was 
on  it,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  rivers 
Itchen  and  Test,  if  they  were  taken  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Avon,  would 
be  practically  ruined,  on  account  of  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  River  Avon  by  the  board  then  in  exis- 
tence. The  apprehension  as  to  the  value  of  the  trout 
fishing  being  impaired  would  not  be  realised  if  the 
salmon  were  stopped  at  Romsey  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Itchen  itself.  The  attempt  to  introduce  salmon 
would  diminish  the  water  in  the  water  meadows. 
He  thought  every  river  should  have  a  board  to 
legislate  for  it.  Finding  he  could  do  nothing  on  the 
Avon  Board  he  gave  up  the  position  to  Mr.  Morant, 
as  he  thought  that  gentleman  could  do  some  good 
as  a  land  owner.  He  thought  it  was  undoubtedly 
a  fact  that  the  introduction  of  salmon  into  a  river 
affected  the  trout  fishing. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  stated  that  he  had  spent  a 
great  part  of  his  life  studying  fish,  and  he  was  the 
author  of  four  or  five  leading  books  on  fly  fishing. 
He  rented  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  fishing  on  the 
Test  belonging  to  Mrs.  Barker  Mill,  of  Mottisfont 
Abbey,  part  of  it  being  Oakley  stream,  a  tributary 
of  the  Test.  Over  and  above  rent  his  expenses  were 
not  less  than  £120  a  year.  As  to  rent  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  mention  the  sum,  but  he  paid  a  fair  rent  in 
comparison  with  the  figures  given  at  that  inquiry. 
The  sum  he  had  mentioned  did  not  include  the  rent 
of  rooms  which  he  hired,  and  he  drove  about.  He 
had  known  the  River  Test  for  thirty  years,  and  the 


Itchen  some  time  less.  He  had  never  fished  the 
Trst  for  salmon,  but  ho  had  the  Itchen  at  South 
Stoneha.m  ;  and  for  rod  fishing  it  was  the  worst 
stream  ho  had  scon.  As  a  trout  river  the  upper 
roaches  of  the  Itchen  were  very  good  indeed  at  the 
dry-fly  season.  The  Test  was  certainly  the  best 
river  he  had  fished,  a,nd  he  would  like  to  adopt  Mr. 
Kondle's  sug(.;oBtion,  and  say  it  wo.s  the  best  in  the 
world.  He  had  considered  the  application  of  the 
Avon  and  Stour  Bo.'rd  to  convert  the  Test  and 
Itchen  into  better  Siilnion  rivers,  and  his  opinion 
was  that  it  would  simply  destroy  the  trout  on  the 
Test.  Salmon  and  trout  did  spawn  on  the  same 
.shallows,  and  from  his  own  observation,  and  from 
what  ho  had  gathered  from  keepers'  repf)rt8,  espe- 
cially oho  in  whom  ho  had  great  confidence,  the 
usual  rule  was  that  the  trout  came  up  on  the 
shallows  first  about  October  or  in  late  seasons  later. 
On  the  Test,  who  e  there  were  no  salmon,  they  com- 
menced their  spi  \  ning  ooerr-tions  about  the  middle 
of  November,  and  sometimes  he  had  not  seen  them 
till  shortly  before  Christmas.  That  went  on  to  the 
end  of  January,  and  possibly  into  February.  On 
the  other  hand,  where  there  were  salmon  in  the 
river,  the  salmon  came  up  shortly  after  the  time 
the  trout  wore  there.  They  searched  over  on  the 
shallows  the  spot  they  were  going  to  select  to 
deposit  their  ova,  and  proceeded  to  drive  oft'  the 
trovit,  which  had  already  engaged  in  preparations 
for  spawning  operations,  p,nd  in  some  instances 
might  have  commenced  thom.  The  result  was  the 
trout  were  dri\'en  to  spawn  in  places  which  were 
unsuitable,  and  the  ova,  or  a  considerable  portion, 
were  destroved.  If  already  deposited  the  action 
of  the  salmon  disturbed  the  eggs,  and  that  was 
fatal  to  the  embryo.  The  young  salmon  would 
affect  the  food  of  the  trout,  and  he  did  not  think 
there  was  sufficient  food  to  properly  nourish  the 
present  head  of  trout  with  the  addition  of  the 
nimiber  of  young  salmon  that  would  be  introduced. 
He  doubted  if  any  salmon  would  go  up  the  Test, 
except  for  spawning,  and  would  not  rise  to  the  fly 
in  the  pools  there  were  there.  He  put  the  value  of 
the  fishing  in  the  Test  and  Itchen  at  about  £100 
per  mile  per  annum,  but  he  had  heard  evidence 
given  there  which  placed  it  at  a  considerably  higher 
figure,  and  lie  thought  that  information  better  than 
his  own.  Bishopstoke  on  the  Itchen  and  Romsey 
on  the  Test  should  be  the  highest  points  salmon 
should  be  allowed  to  go  up  to  spoil  the  trout  fishing. 

Mr.  Arthur  Knox  Gilbey,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Houghton  Fishing  Club,  stated  that  the  extent  of 
the  club  water  was  from  Horsebridge  Mill  to  the 
mill  above  Stockbridge,  about  ten  miles  in  all,  on 
both  banks  in  some  cases,  and  on  only  one  in 
others.  It  cost  just  imder  £1800  a  year  to  run 
the  club,  but  that  did  not  include  the  cost  of  board 
and  lodging  of  the  members,  who  number  seventeen, 
and  they  gave  employment  to  a  good  many  persons. 
It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  members  of  the 
club  that  the  suggested  change  would  break  up 
the  club,  as  it  was  thought  it  would  make  the 
Test  a  coarse  fish  river,  and  it  would  prevent  the 
influx  of  trout  fishermen,  which  would  be  a  great 
loss  to  the  neighbourhood  and  to  property. 

Lord  Moreton,  a  member  of  the  Houghton  Club 
for  twenty-seven  years,  gave  confirmative  evidence. 

Mr.  E'  Valentine  Corrie,  living  at  Twj^ord, 
author  of  a  book  on  fish  culture,  stated  that  he 
had  had  long  experience  of  salmon  fishing,  especially 
in  Scotland.  He  knew  the  Itchen  and  the  Test 
very  well,  and  he  thought  very  few  clean  fish 
would  mount  the  upper  reaches.  A  moderate  number 
would  go  up  to  spa\vn,  but  they  were  not  Hkely 
to  go  up  further  than  Romsey  in  any  number 
if  there  were  any  obstructions  in  their  way,  though 
he  did  not  think  they  would  go  very  far  up  if  there 
were  no  obstacles.  All  the  water,  except  during  a 
heavy  rainfall,  was  needed  for  mills,  which  were 
worked  in  connection  with  the  system  of  irrigation. 
The  two  rivers  were  wonderfully  well  looked  after 
from  the  point  of  view  of  trout  fishing,  and  if  salmon 
increased  it  would  not  be  an  advantage  set  against 
the  injury  to  the  trout. 

The  Marquis  of  Winchester,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  county,  stated  tliat  he  owned  fishing  on  the 
head  water  of  the  river  Anton,  which  ran  into 
the  river  Test  at  Clatford,  and  he  was  interested 
in  trout  and  salmon  fishinjg.  If  salmon  increased 
in  the  river  he  thought  it  would  greatly  depreciate 
the  value  of  trout  fishing.  If  fish  passes  were  in- 
creased it  would  ha^'e  a  detrimental  effect  on  the 
irrigation,  and  his  water  had  shown  shrinkage 
from  pumping  for  the  troops  on  Perham  Down.  A 
deterioration  in  value  of  the  fishing  would  be  s, 
serious  loss  to  the  owner  end  lessee,  as  also  to  the 
County  Council  and  the  District  Coimcil  for  rating 
purposes.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  Itchen  and 
Test  being  kept  as  trout  rivers,  and  did  not  wish 
the  Salmon  Fishery  Act  enforced  on  those  rivers.. 

Sir  William  W.  Portal,  Bart.,  stated  that  he  was 
the  owner  of  four  miles  of  fishing  on  both  banks 
of  the  Test.    He  knew  the  river  all  his  life,  and 
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fished  it  many  years.  The  rental  vahi«  of  his 
fishing  was  about  £400  or  £500  a  year,  the  tenant 
paying  the  expenses,  and  the  restocking  was  by 
agreement.  The  rateable  value  of  liis  fishing  was 
about  £340.  He  considered  that  any  interference 
with  the  river  as  it  at  present  existed  in  tlie  wny 
of  introducing  salmon  would  be  disastrous  to  the 
fishing  and  to  the  value  of  the  estnte  as  a  whole, 
and  any  interference  with  the  water  meadows 
wo>xld  be  injurious.  The  hotels  at  Whitchurch  anfl 
Overton  depended  greatly  in  the  season  on  fisher- 
men, who  benefited  the  trade  of  these  little  towns, 
and  injury  to  the  fishing  would  inj\ire  the  local 
trade.  The  river  was  unique,  and  they  wanted  it 
left  alone,  as  it  was  well  watched.  He  was  not 
8,ware  of  any  practice  in  contravention  of  tlie  law 
in  his  part  of  the  river. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Deverell,  owner  of  Bossington  House, 
Horsebridge,  and  a  considerable  stretch  of  the  river 
Test,  stated  that  he  had  resided  there  thirty  years, 
and  he  knew  the  river  twenty-five  years  before  that. 
He  had  observed  tlic  river  summer  and  winter,  and 
gave  evidence  as  to  the  value  of  the  fishing  and 
the  water  meadows.  He  had  done  his  best  to 
assist  the  opposition  in  this  case,  as  he  did  in  1881, 
and  he  had  something  to  say  against  it  when  it  was 
proposed  to  appoint  Major  Fraser  overseer  of  the 
river. 

The  inspector  stated  that  it  was  fortunate  the 
duty  was  not  p\it  on  him  to  come  to  a.  decision 
that  day.  He  thanked  everyone  for  the  courtesy- 
they  had  extended  to  him  and  the  assistance 
they  had  given  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  inquiry. 
He  perhaps  might  take  the  opportunity  of  saying 
something  on  the  point  of  the  possilnlity  of  injury 
to  mills  by  making  fish  passes.  He  wanted  to  ex- 
plain that  he  had  had  in  his  mind  the  much  larger 
question  of  interests  outside  the  district  than  any- 
thing immediately  arising  out  of  the  inquiry  there, 
because  he  did  not  like  the  idea  to  go  imchallenged 
that  the  construction  of  a  fish  pass  in  a.  weir  neces- 
sarily caused  any  interference  with  the  s\ipply  of 
water  to  a  mill.  It  was  a  point  that  had  occurred 
throughout  the  country,  and  those  who  dealt  with 
these  matters  were  generally  met  with  it,  and  in  the 
observations  he  made  he  had  more  the  general 
question  in  his  mind. 

This  concluded  the  inquiry,  wliich  had  lasted 
five  days.   


LOUGH  MASK  AND  CAERA 
FISHEEY  ASSOCIATION. 

I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  E.  P.  OTlanagan,  the 
hon.  secretary,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  first 
season's  work  of  the  above  named  association,  and 
am  very  glad  to  see  it  has  made  such  an  excellent 
start.  I  give  some  extracts  from  it.  It  will  be 
seen  that  grand  trout  up  to  6^1b.  were  taken  on 
the  fly.— R.  B.  Mabston. 

"  Before  entering  into  particulars  of  the  work 
done  during  the  season  a  description  of  how  the 
Association  came  to  be  formed  and  of  the  district 
affected  by  its  operations  vnW  not  be  out  of  place. 

"  Loughs  Mask  and  Carra,  two  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful lakes  in  Ireland,  are  situate  in  a  district  which 
has  become  famous  for  its  splendid  scenery.  It  is 
described  as  follows  by  the  Most  Reverend  Dr. 
Healy,  Archbishop ,  of  Tuam,  in  his  interesting 
brochure  on  '  Two  Royal  Abbeys  on  the  Western 
Lakes  '  (Innishmaine  on  Lough  Mask  and  Cong  on 
Lough  Corrib).  '  There  is  not  more  than  four  miles 
distance  between  them,  yet  I  venture  to  say  there 
is  not  in  all  Ireland  a  district  of  more  varied  beauty 
and  greater  historical  interest.  No  feature  that 
enriches  a  landscape  is  wanting.  Two  noble  wide- 
spreading  lakes  like  inland  seas,  dotted  over  with 
myriad  islands  and  flanked  by  noble  mountains,  far 
reaching  woodlands,  quiet  groves  and  sunny  waters, 
foliage  of  the  richest  green,  early  blooms  never 
blighted  by  the  nipping  frost,  underground  rivers 
from  lake  to  lake,  suddenly  bursting  out  from  their 
sunless  caves  in  mighty  rushing  floods,  hill  and  dale 
and  rock  and  mound  intsrmingled  in  bewildering 
variety.' 

"  It  is  therefore  evident  that  apart  from  the 
attractions  to  the  angler,  the  tourist  who  decides 
to  visit  the  locality  will  be  amply  repaid.  Lough 
Mask  in  particular  has  been  noticed  as  a  free  fishing 
resort,  and  it  has  been  felt  by  those  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  fishing  that  a 
vigorous  effort  should  be  made  to  maintain  the 
reputation  so  justly  acquired,  and  which  was  in 
danger  of  being  lost  for  want  of  proper  supervision  ; 
coneequently  a  circular  was  issued  as  the  result  of  a 
meeting  held  in  Olonbur  on  Sept.  27,  1905. 

"It  is  hoped  that  the  particulars  of  the  report 
will  show  that  the  result  even  in  the  first  six  months 


of  the  working  of  the  association  has  exceeded  the 
expectation  of  its  most  sanguine  promoters,  and 
will  earn  for  the  association  the  sympathy  and 
siipport  of  not  alone  all  followers  of  Izaak  Walton, 
but  also  of  those  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
district. 

Preservation  of  the  Lakes  and  Tributabie.s. 

"  The  work  has  been  carried  on  by  two  inspectors 
and  seven  bailiffs.  The  inspectors,  Michael  Far- 
rfighcr  and  Michael  (4ibbons,  were  employed  for 
six  months,  from  Nov.  1,  1905.  to  May  1.  iOOfi,  at 
a  salary  of  £2  10s.  per  jnonth  each,  and  the  bailiffs 
for  three  months,  from  Nov.  1.  1905,  to  Feb.  1, 
19n(),  at  £1  per  month  each. 

"  Since  the  close  season  ended  an .  additional 
bailiff  named  Pat  Burke  has  been  appointed  for 
the  Ballinrobc  district  for  a  sum  of  £2  to  the  Oct  Hi, 
190(5.  He  is  a  professional  boatman,  and  his  prin- 
cipal duty  is  to  patrol  the  lake  to  detect  illegal 
netting.  He  has  already  justified  his  appointment, 
as  he  and  Inspector  Farragher.  after  M'atching  all 
Sunday  night,  April  1,  captured  three  nets  on  Mon- 
day morning,  one  over  thirty  yards  long,  two  in 
Lough  Mask  on  the  north  side  of  the  canal,  and  one 
in  a  small  bay  on  the  south  side  near  Dringeen. 

"  It  must  not  be  omitted  to  state  that  the  work 
of  the  association  is  ably  assisted  by  the  Inspector- 
Oeneral  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  and  his 
force,  particularly  during  the  close  season,  and  has 
also  received  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Con- 
servators of  Fisheries,  (iah\ay. 

Offences  Reported. 

"There  were  in  all  eleven  prosecutions  instituted 
during  the  season  by  the  association.  In  eight  cases 
convictions  were  obtained. 

"  Three  nets,  as  already  mentioned,  which  were 
found  set  have  been  seized  by  one  of  the  association's 
inspectors  accompanied  bj'  a  bailiff. 

"  The  foregoing  speaks  for  itself  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  inspectors  and  bailiffs  concerned  did 
their  work  during  the  season. 

"  The  prosecutions  will  have  a  deterrent  effect 
on  intending  poachers,  although  it  is  felt  that  in 
some  of  the  cases  at  least  the  fines  imposed  were 
very  low.  which  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the"  fact  that  thej'  were  the  first  prosecutions  insti- 
tuted by  the  association. 

Prosecutions  by  Police. 

"  In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  ^so  three 
prosecutions  instituted  by  the  police  of  Derrypark 
for  poaching  and  convictions  obtained. 

List  of  Reliable  Professional  Boatmen. 

"  In  Appendix  '  C  "  of  the  report  will  be  found  a 
list  of  reliable  professional  boatmen,  in  addition  to 
which  the  different  hotels  in  the  district  can  be 
relied  on  to  provide  boats  and  boatmen  at  reasonable 
charges. 

Fishing  Centres. 
"  Ballinrobe.  a  station  on  the  Midland  Great 
Western   Railway,   Ireland,   fifteen    hours  from 
London.;  Clonbur,  seven  miles  by  car  from  Ballin- 
robe ;  Kilbride,  nine  miles  by  car  from  Ballinrobe." 
Sport  Last  Season. 
Among  the  catches  reported  to  the  hort.  sec. 
were  : — 

"  May  15,  1905.  Mr.  Hubert  Arundel,  seventy- 
four  trout,  best  fish  6|lb.,  6Ib.,  and  3-^-lb. 

"  June  14,  Mr.  Smj^th.  three  days,  and  among 
other  trout  got  a  brace  of  51b.  and  one  of  61b. 

"Mr.  Duncan  fished  Lough  Mask  in  fifteen  days 
got  sixty-nine  fish  dapping,  weighing  821b.,  best 
41b.,  SJlb.,  3ilb.,  31b.  2oz..  2|lb.,  2^lh..  2Jlb.,  21b. 2oz., 
21b.,  etc.  ;  trolling  —  trout,  71b.,  6flb.,  fiilb.,  SJlb., 
411b.,  and  41b.    Total,  eighty-eight  trout,  1 15f lb. 

"Sept.  11,  1905,  Captain  Wilkinson  fished  twenty 
days,  caught  seventy-five  trout  averaging  over  1  lb. 
each,  most  dapping.    Best  trout,  4|lb. 

"  Oct.  13, 1905,  Mr.  Duncan  writes :  '  Fished  Mask 
during  the  worst  weather  ever  experienced  for 
fishing.  On  the  few  odd  days  suitable  for  fly  and 
"  dap  "  invariably  had  good  sport,  and  I  should  say 
with  average  weather  September  would  be  the  best 
month  of  the  year  for  heavy  trout  on  fly  and  "dap."  ' 

"  Mr.  Howard,  on  artificial  fly  : — Sept.  10,  1905, 
four  trout,  71b.,  best  3^1b.  ;  Sept.  11,  four  trout, 
7|lb.,  best  4|:lb.  ;  Sept.  13,  seven  trout,  8ilb.  ; 
Sept.  14,  one  trout,  l|lb.  ;  Sept.  15,  three  trout, 
5ilb. 

"  Mr.  Cockburn,  on  artificial  fly  : — Sept.  25,  1905, 
four  trout,  61b.  ;  Sept.  26,  eight  trout,  lO^lb.  ; 
Sept.  27,  two  trout,  61b.  ;  Sept.  28,  two  trout,  51b.  ; 
Sept.  30,  one  trout,  21b.  ;  Oct.  2,  one  trout,  IJlb.  ; 
Oct.  3,  two  trout,  ilb. 


"Mr.  Morgan,  on  artificial  fly  :— Sept.  24,  1905. 
seven  trout,  5|lb.  ;  Sept.  26,  five  trout,  7|lb.  ; 
Sept.  27,  one  trout,  3^1b.  ;  Sept.  .30,  four  trout, 
71b.,  best  41b.  ;  Oct.  1,  three  trout,  31b.  ;  Oct.  2, 
two  trout,  51b.  ;  Oct.  3,  one  trout,  31b.  ;  Oct.  4. 
two  trout,  6Jlb.,  best  41b.  ;  Oct.  5,  one  trout,  SJlb.  : 

"Mr.  Slater  between  May  14  and  May  20,  1905. 
caught  nine  trout  weighing  57}lb.,  best  9J-lb.  on  ] 
troll. 

"Mr.  Carter,  on  artificial  flv:— Aug.  22,  1905. 
eight  trout,  llflb.,  best  SJlb.  ;  Aug.  23,  four  trout, 
3ilb.  ;  Aug.  25,  four  trout,  41b.  ;  Sept.  1,  four  trout, 
7|lb.,  best  31b.  ;  Sept.  2,  five  trout,  l^\h.,  best 
5ilb. 

"Dr.  Ewart,  on  artificial  fly  :— Aug.  26,  1905. 
two  trout,  5|lb.  ;  Aug.  27.  two  trout,  41b.  ;  Sept. 
28,  four  trout,  7Jlb.,  best  H^lb. 

"Mr.  Crisp,  on  artificial  fly:— Sept.  13, 1905,  three 
trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Sept.  14,  one  trout,  2^\h.  ;  Sept.  15, 
tM'O  trout,  21b. 

"  The  above  record  of  catches  has  been  compiled 
from  particulars  supplied  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  the  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  and  Mr.  Summcrville,  of  Kilbride  Lodge, 
(Jlonbur.  No  records  for  the  Ballinrobe  end  have 
been  kept  heretofore,  but  the  secretary  Avill  make 
arrangements  with  Messrs.  Stanners  and  Valken-  i 
burg,  and  also  with  the  boatmen,  to  keep  records 
for  the  future. 

"Any  further  information  respecting  the  lakes  and 
district  will  be  siipplied  on  application  to  E.  P. 
O' Flanagan,  hon.  secretary.  Lough  Mask  and 
('arra  F'ishery  Association. 

"Just  as  the  report  was  going  to  the  Press  the 
following  letter  was  received  by  the  secretary: —  i 
"  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  for  Ireland, 

"  Upper  Merrion-strcet, 
Dublin, 

"  April  9,  1906. 
"  Sib, — Adverting  to  your  letter  of  April  3,  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  the  Department  have 
decided  to  make  a  contribution  of  £15  to  the  funds 
of  Lough  Mask  and  Carra  Fishery  Association  in 
respect  of  the  year  1906. — I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  , 
servant,         (Signed)    " T.  P.  Gill,  Secretary." 

The  report  gives  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  i 

who  called  the  meeting  to  establish  the  association,  * 

also  the  list  of  the  committee,  which  includes  the  ' 
Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 


SALMON  AND  TBOUT  ; 
ASSOCIATION.  I 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Fishmongers  t 
Hall  on  Wednesday,  May  9,  at  3  p.m.    His  Grace  J 
the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  K.G.,  C.B.,  president,  in  the  < 
chair.    Present :  The  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  the  Right  j 
Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  Sir  Richard  B. 
Martin,   Bart.,    Sir   Henry   Seton-Karr,  C.M.G., 
Captain  W.  Baldwin,  Mr.  H.  W.  Barber,  Mr.  E.  L. 
Beckwith,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  Bryan  Durant,  Mr. 
G.  Evans,  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  Mr.'E.  Lort-Phillips, 
Captain  E.  C.  Harrington,  R.G.A.,  Mr.  Leonard  J. 
Maton,  Mr.  R.  W.  May,  Mr.  R.  Mayall,  Colonel 
R.   P.   Meysey-Thompson,   Mr.   Charles  Murray, 
Mr.  F.  Ritter,  Mr.  J.  L.  Sayer,  deputy,  Mr.  W.  H. 
St.  Quintin,  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers,  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse. 
Captain  B.  J.  D.  Walthall,  Mr.  G.  Weston. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  ^Tay  10. 


IMPORTATION  OF  SALT  HERRINGS 
AT  ARCHANGEL,  RUSSIA. 


The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  learn 
through  the  Foreign  Office  that  the  official  Russian 
Commercial  and  Industrial  Gazette  of  April  24 
published  the  text  of  an  ofi&cial  resolution  of  the 
Council  of  the  Empire,  dated  March  17,  relative 
to  the  importation  of  salt  herrings  by  the  ports  of 
the  Government  of  Archangel. 

By  this  resolution  the  Council  withdraw  the 
privilege  of  free  import  from  salt  herrings  in 
general,  without  distinction  of  origin,  reserving  it 
to  such  salt  herrings  only  as  are  of  Russian  origin, 
and  cured  for  use  in  the  Government  of  Archangel 
by  the  inhabitants  of  another  Government.  Their 
importation  is  to  be  governed  by  rules  dra-wn  up 
by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  with  the 
consent  of  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
4,  Whitehall-place,  London,  S.W. 
May  11,  1906. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  seems  to 
be  a  lack  of  good  trout.  Anglers  have  been  out, 
the  river  has  been  freshened,  but  still  sport  ha^  not 
been  up  to  the  u'sual  average.  A  fi^h  of  61b.  12oz. 
however  has  been  caught  at  Tagg's  Island,  and  Mr. 
Bearup,  at  Shepperton,  has  taken  one  of  5Ib.  loz. 
Several  small  fish  have  been  had  in  this  district, 
some  with  the  fly,  but  they  have  had  to  be  returned 
owing  to  their  not  measuring  the  proper  size.  Mr. 
F.  Sands,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  while 
trout  fishing  at  Shepperton,  had  an  exciting  en- 
counter with  a  large  barbel  of  between  81b.  and 
91b.  in  weight,  which  he  hooked  in  the  sharpest  run 
of  water.  The  fish  stranded  itself  on  the  shallows, 
and  had  to  be  landed  by  another  angler  (Mr. 
Kipping),  who  waded  across  to  it.  Of  course  it 
was  promptly  returned.  A  fine  71b.  trout  has  been 
landed  by  Mr.  Sam  Lockhart  at  Chertsey,  and  fish 
of  smaller  size  have  been  caught  at  Marlow. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  writing  to  me  from  Henley, 
says: — "  The  spawning  season  for  pike  and  perch  is 
passing  satisfactory,  and  there  are  very  few  dead 
fish  to  be  seen.  I  spjent  my  third  whole  day  on  the 
river  since  April  1,  on  Sunday,  between  Hambleden 
and  Marlow,  and  only  saw  two  dead  pike  of  about 
61b.  and  31b.  respectively,  and  one  perch,  a  fine 
fish  of  fully  2Jlb.  A  mere  detail  also  is  the 
fact  that  I  saw  only  one  trout  move  during 
the  day,  and  that  was  after  the  tackle  was 
packed ;  several  anglers  were  to  be  seen  in  each 
reach,  but  I  believe  all  drew  blank  so  far  as  trout 
were  concerned.  The  best  fish  of  the  season  for 
this  district  up  to  the  present  time  was  caught  one 
evening  last  week.  It  was  not  a  '  sockdoUager,'  as 
'BR.B.'  of  Eton  used  to  term  big  trout,  and 
weighed  only  31b.  9oz.  Some  good  fish  are  seen 
occa'fionally,  and  in  the  reach  above  Shiplake, 
where  you  and  I  have  spent  two  or  three  rough  but 
enjoyable  days  in  winters  past,  there  are  at  least 
two  large  trout,  one  near  the  lower  inland,  and  one 
near  Shiplake  Hole ;  each  of  these  fish  will  weigh 
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91b.  or  thereabouts,  and  although  well  known  they 
have  been  fished  for  very  little  indeed.  Close  to 
Henley  Bridge  and  station  there  are  several  fish 
worth  catching,  but  they  have  not  been  tried 
for,  beyond  a  few  casual  spinners  being  pre- 
sented to  them.  I  have  seen  one  of  the  largest 
between  five  and  six  o'clock  several  mornings, 
but  have  not  yet  tried  him,  having  been  un- 
usually busy  this  spring.  If  these  lines  should 
catch  the  eye  of  the  individual  who  took  a  quantity 
of  live  gudgeon  from  my  bait  trunk  he  can  ba 
accommodated  with  the  •  box '  by  making  personal 
application  at  my  residence  !  I  have  been  able  to 
collect  some  very  interesting  information  as  the 
result  of  marking  stock  trout  before  turning  them 
down,  and  at  some  future  date  you  shall  have  the 
opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  your  readers.  At 
Pangbourne,  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  has  caught  a  very 
nice  trout  of  Bib.,  measuring  only  23|in.  in  length 
by   16fin.  in  girth:    these   thickly  -  built  trout 


do  not  look  80  large  when  mounted  as  a 
'slabby'  fish,  but  nevertheless  are  exioedingly 
gratifying  to  capture.  Beyond  occasional  short 
spells  of  good  weath«r  the  trout  season  is  being 
spoiled  by  unfavourable  conditions,  but  at  the 
moment  of  writing  the  water  i<  verv  fit."  I  have 
to  thank  Mr.  Hobbs  for  his  kind  not',  and  well  do 
I  remember  those  rough  but  enjovab'e  winter  days, 
and  I  hope  to  have  so-ne  more  of  thuni  in  the  Hninley 
district  with  friend  Hobb<. — V.  H.  Aviphlett 

Thatnas  (Ksale/).  —Several  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  week,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
I  cannot  hear  of  any  captures  having  been  made. 
The  water  is  again  on  the  clear  side,  and  som? 
more  rain  would  do  the  river  good.  A  fair  stream, 
however,  is  maintained.  The  fine  weather  has 
brought  the  boating  traffic  on  to  the  river  which 
does  not  improve  the  trout  fishing  prospects. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  May  12: — On  Mav  7,  Mr.  C.  E.  Shea  caught 
two  trout,  weighing  2lb.  12oz.  and  21b.  12oz.  (boat)  ; 
and  Mr.  F.  Gough,  one,  41b.  8oz.  (boat).  Oa  May  8, 
Mr.  C.  C.  Cripps,  one,  4lb-  8oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  .1. 
Warne,  one,  2lb.  4oz.  (bank);  Hon.  F.  Lascelles, 
three,  41b.  4oz.,  31b.  14oz.,  and  31b.  12oz.  (boat). 
On  May  9,  Capt.  Brinkley,  three,  21b.  8oz.,  2lb.  8oz., 
and  4lb.  (boat) ;  Mr.  J.  Hamilton  Leigh,  one,  2lb. 
(bank);  Mr.  J.  H.  Clarke,  one,  41b.  (boat);  and 
Admiral  Johnston,  three,  31b.  12oz.,  3lb.  2oz.,  and 
4lb.  (boat).  On  May  10,  Admiral  Johnston,  two, 
2lb.  and  51b.  (boat) ;  Mr.  Robert  Lyne,  one,  1  lb.  8oz. 
(bank);  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Hill,  one,  31b.  8oz.  (boat). 
On  May  11,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hall,  one,  21b.  6oz.  (boat) ; 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  four,  41b.  13oz.,  21b.  lloz.,  2lb., 
and  1  lb.  8oz.  (boat)  ;  and  Admiril  Johnston,  one, 
41b.  (bank).  Oa  May  12,  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe,  one, 
2lb.  8oz.  (boat);  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  one,  4lb. 
(boat);  Mr.  A.  Rogers,  two.  31b.  2oz.  and  31b.  4oz. 
(boat);  and  Mr.  C.  Schelling,  one,  2lb.  (bank). 
The  weather  has  been  dead  against  fishing,  variable 
winds  blowing  chiefly  from  north-east,  east,  and 
south-oast,  and  on  Saturday  last  the  wind  blew 
from  all  points  of  the  compass.  We  have  had  frost 
at  night  most  of  the  week  and  fog  during  the  day, 
and  several  days  we  had  a  flat  calm. — Donald 
Carr. 

Coin  (Fairford,  QlonoeBtersIiire). — The  weeds 


CUMMINS' 

FLOATING  MAY  FLIES. 

W.  J.  Cummins  will  be  glad  to  send 
a  SAMPLE  SELECTION  of  1  Dozen  MAY 
FLIES,  all  different,  for  5/3,  or  2  Dozen, 
all  different,  for  10/6, 

FOR  INSPECTION. 

Any,  or  all,  can  be  returned  if  desired, 
and  remittance  will  be  at  once  refunded. 


NORWAY. 


W.  J.  Cummins  having  visited  Norway, 
for  SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  and  TROUT 
FISHING,   regularly  for  the  last 

20  YEARS. 

Can  give  RELIABLE  information  to  intend- 
ing Visitors. 

SPECIAL  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 
FOR  NORWAY,  IRELAND,  &c. 


WRITE  FOB,  MAGNIFICENT  CATALOGUE   OF  HIGH  CLASS  BODS  AND  TACKLE 

FREE   TO   ANY  ADDRESS. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS, 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  ROD  WORKS,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


SstalblisKed  1857. 
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have  been  cut  and  cleared,  leaving  the  stream  in 
first-rate  order  for  fishing,  also  on  the  Bibury 
water.  Sport  generally  has  been  fairly  good.  Rain 
ia  badly  needed  to  bring  the  May  Fly  up. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Cocfaet. — Owing  to  the  floods,  which  have  cleaned 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  nearly  all  the  kelts  have 
been  swept  down  to  the  sea.  Yellow  trout  fishing 
has  resulted  in  splendid  sport.  Mr.  John  Patterson 
had  a  basket  of  11  lb. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Fail  caught  one 
trout  of  2Jlb.  and  many  others  of  1  lb.  each ;  Mr. 
Taylor  had  thirty-five  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Hogg, 
among  other  smaller  fish,  caught  one  of  2Jlb.  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Dixon,  on  May  10,  between  Acklington  and 
Felton,  caught  three  yellow  trout,  weighing  4^1b., 
3:ilb.,  and  ."Ub.  The  fishing  at  present  is  excep- 
tionally good,  and  the  bulk  of  the  fish  have  been 
taken  with  minnow  or  worm. — G. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  etc. ). — During  the  spell 
of  warm  weather  fish  fed  fairly  well.  Some  under- 
sized fish  were  taken  from  the  Lion  water  with  the 
Olive  Dun.  On  the  part  of  Darenth  which  I  was 
fishing  tho  trout  seemed  to  be  taking  a  much 
smaller  fly,  and  generally  refused  the  Olives  or 
Quill  Gnats.  The  fish  I  took  were  nearly  all  feeding 
under  trees  and  bushes.  I  had  two  brace,  but 
returned  them,  as  this  section  of  the  stream  is  not 
yet  very  fully  stocked. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).  —  The  water  is 
very  fine  and  low,  and  although  a  good  many 
fish  are  on  the  rise  they  are  very  shy  and  will  not 
take  to  bait ;  consequently,  trout  fishing  on  the 
whole  has  been  quiet,  although  several  fair 
baskets  have  been  had.  The  most  successful  rods 
have  been  Messrs.  H.  Searle,  twelve ;  A.  Searle,  ten; 
E.  Distin,  nine  ;  Full,  eight ;  and  H.  T.  Distin,  seven. 
Salmon  fishing  has  not  been  particularly  brisk, 
although  several  good  hauls  have  been  made  at  the 
Weir,  and  more  salmon  have  been  placed  in  the 
higher  waters,  the  fi^h  now  being  able  to  get  over 
Hood  Weir.  The  Rev.  Hughes,  son  of  the  Vicar 
of  Staverton,  landed  a  fine  salmon  which  scaled  171b. 
this  week,  and  in  that  locality  Messrs.  Salisbury 
and  Thackor  (Paignton)  have  had  dishes  of  trout. — 
Devonian. 

Devousliire  Streams. — Some  very  fair  baskets 
have  been  had  on  the  Carey,  but  cold  winds  have 
interfered  with  sport.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
obtained  on  the  Yeo  and  Greedy,  whilst  anglers 
have  met  with  considerable  success  on  the  Okement, 
Torridge,  and  Lew.  Strong  complaints  have  been 
made  by  the  Avon  Fishery  Board  to  the  Brent 
Parish  Council,  whose  officers  it  is  alleged  have 
polluted  the  stream  by  depositing  rubbish  in  it,  but 
it  has  been  decided  that  this  shall  be  stopped  in  the 
future. — Devoniait. 

Eleu  (Carlisle). — The  season  is  wonderfully 
backward.  Creeper  fishing  ought  to  be  about  over, 
and  it  has  not  begun.  The  Stone  Fly  should  now 
be  the  best  bait,  but  not  one  is  to  be  seen.  Instead 
trout  are  taking  the  fly  during  the  day,  as  they 
generally  do  in  early  April,  and  the  weather  is  as 
cold  as  March.  Snow  broth  is  stopping  heavy 
baskets,  but  81b.  to  121b.  of  trout  are  being  taken 
almost  daily,  and  the  fish  are  in  prime  condi- 
tion. Major  Spencer  Ferguson  got  a  small  salmon 
of  71b.  on  May  11  at  Armathwaite  Castle,  and 
Mr.  Alan  Edwards,  the  proprietor,  had  one  of 
161b.  a  few  days  before.  A  gentleman  staying 
at  Wetheral  is  said  to  have  been  broken  by  four 
salmon  recently.  If  this  is  so,  either  angler  or  tackle 
maker  must  have  been  in  fault,  unless  he  has  been 
trying  to  land  "the  whole  world."  Sea-trout  are 
not  running  freely  owing  to  the  cold  north-east 
winds. — SiLVEE  Gbey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)^ — A  few  salmon  have 
been  caught  near  Exeter  and  Cowley  Bridge,  and 
some  trout  in  the  Culm  and  the  Creedy.  One  of 
the  most  heavy  thunderstorms  was  experienced 
at  CuUompton  and  district  last  week,  the  thunder 
and  lightning  being  the  most  severe  known  for  many 
years.  Sea-fishing  has  much  improved,  and  visitors 
are  now  in  evidence  at  Exmouth,  Teignmouth,  and , 
Dawlish.  Some  of  the  finest  and  largest  mackerel 
have  been  caught  in  the  nets  and  whiffing,  and  the 
bass  are  now  being  caught  at  the  peir  and  off  the 
Warren  Ridge,  while  at  Strait  Point  fine  catches  of 
large  pollack  are  made  fishing  in  boats,  also  flatfish 
in  the  Bight  and  near  Starcross. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  fishing 
for  the  last  week  has  been  very  fair  considering  the 
unfavourable  weather.  There  has  not  been  a  single 
good  day,  and  the  surface  of  the  lake  has  been 
very  rough.  On  May  9,  Mr.  C.  P.  Hart  killed  six 
and  Mr.  Chad  wick  five.  On  May  10,  Mr.  Chad- 
wick  had  fifteen,  Mr.  Hart  twelve,  and  Mr.  Gwatkin 
three.  On  May  11,  Mr.  Chad  wick  took  six  and  Mr. 
Howard  four.  On  May  12,  Mr.  Hart  killed  nine, 
Mr.  Hayno  five,  and  Messrs.  Gunther,  Chadwick, 
Howard,  and  Gwatkin  three  each.  On  May  14, 
Mr.  Gunther  killed  five,  Mr.  Howard  four,  and 
Messrs.  Hart  and  Hayne  three  each.  May  15  was 
very  stornay,  and  fishing  was  practically  impossible. 


The  fish  are  in  splendid  order  and  average  a  little 
under  ^Ih. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — On  account  of  the  cold 
winds  and  unsettled  weather  sport  among  the  trout 
on  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  has  ruled  quiet  this 
past  week.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  order,  and  only 
some  warm,  settled  weather  is  needed  to  ensure 
sport.  Eels  can  now  be  caught  in  the  Lea,  and  on 
June  16  dace  will  come  into  season. — Izaak 
Walton. 

I  vigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —Both  streams 
are  running  in  good  order  for  angling,  but  weather 
has  been  unsettled.  The  fish  are  moving  fairly  well 
and  rise  at  the  fly.  The  best  flies  are  the  Red 
Spinner,  Black  Gnat,  Blue  Hare's  Ear,  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  of 
late,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been 
taken. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleisrlx  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has  been  upon  the  whole  a  good  one,  although  no 
remarkable  rise  either  of  fly  or  fish  has  been 
observable.  The  trout  which  have  sought  for 
midges,  however,  have  been  good-sized  ones.  A 
rod  on  the  Rolle  water  at  the  end  of  last  week  took 
five,  which  weighed  between  4lb.  and  51b.,  and 
another  rod  near  Ottery  took  a  similar  number 
averaging  lOoz.  each.  On  May  14  the  river  came 
down  very  muddy  owing  to  heavy  thunderstorms 
at  Honiton  and  higher  up  the  stream,  and  all  fly- 
fishing was  stopped.  Now  (May  16)  it  is  in  working 
order  again.  The  Black  Gnats  have  just  begun  to 
put  in  their  first  appearance. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Peal  are  well  up  the  Rivers  Plym, 
Tavy,  and  Dart.  Some  fine  ones  have  been  taken 
both  on  the  minnow  and  fly.  The  night  fishing,  I 
suppose,  will  be  carried  on  at  Virtuous  Lady  Mine, 
but  they  have  to  stop  at  ten  o'clock.  We  want 
some  more  water  for  the  rivers,  they  run  down  so 
quick. — William  Hearder. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chiohester  Canal.— On 
May  13,  Mr.  F.  W.  King  secured  a  brace  of  trout 
from  the  Ouse  in  the  Fletching  district,  going  just 
over  the  half-pound  each,  and  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  a 
smaller  fish.  The  river  here  is  in  parts  stagnant. 
Several  trout  were  ri.sing,  but  were  not  to  be  had 
with  live  bait,  and  this  stretch  is  unsuitable  for  fly. 
A  good  freshet  is  needed.  A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  Adur;  heaviest  lloz.  At  Chichester 
harbour  sport  has  been  good  during  the  warm  days. 
Smelt  were  in  myriads,  and  on  May  14  the  best 
catch  was  twenty-two  dozen  and  seven.  Bass  are 
feeding  fairly  well.  A  few  mullet  have  been  taken. 
Sea-trout  are  plentiful.  A  week  or  two  will  see  the 
end  of  the  smelt  fishing. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  in  very  good  order 
after  the  late  rain.  A  lot  of  salmon  are  up,  but  at 
present  are  taking  badly.  A  fish  of  18lb.  was 
caught  at  Llanfihangel,  and  a  sewin  of  7^1b.  in  the 
hotel  water.  I  also  hear  of  one  just  below,  but 
weight  unknown.  Several  have  been  seen  close  by 
the  village.  Trout  have  been  taking  the  minnow, 
and  some  good  baskets  worming  up  to  61b.  have 
been  had.  A  few  nice  ones  on  the  fly.  The 
brooks  have  also  afiorded  some  nice  bags. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in 
good  order.  The  trout  are  rising  well  at  the  fly, 
but  warmer  weather  is  wanted  to  have  good  sport. 
The  flies  used  are  Red  Spinner,  Hare's  Ear,  Gold 
Tipped Blue,Grannom,  and Coch-y-Bondhu.  Bottom 
fishers  have  been  successful  with  worm,  and  trout 
from  ^Ib.  to  IJlb.  have  been  landed.  Minnow 
fishing  has  accounted  for  good  fish. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Nei^rhbonriug 
Sivers. — Our  rivers  are  at  present  in  good  fishing 
order,  the  Coquet  is  fishing  well,  one  angler  killing 
three  yellow  trout  of  4^1b.,  3 Jib.,  and  2 jib.  weight. 
On  the  Tyne  a  creel  of  seventeen  trout  was  taken  on 
the  Wylam  water.  Whittle  Dene  bait  fishing  opened 
on  the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  R.  White,  of  Gateshead, 
killed  twenty-seven  good  trout,  and  another  angler 
got  eighteen.  Several  other  good  catches  have 
also  been  recorded.  All  have  been  taken  with 
docken  grub. — Henbit  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  gradually  getting  very 
low  again,  and  another  rise  of  2ft.  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  anglers  generally.  The  weather  is  still 
cold,  and  there  were  a  few  storms  on  Wednesday. 
Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins  has  killed  two  salmon  in  the 
Rock  Pool,  one  of  251b. ;  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  12lb., 
in  Coedyprior ;  Mr.  B.  St.  John  Beasley,  one,  22Jlb., 
in  the  Llan  Fishery;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  one,  221b., 
in  Parker's  Hole,  and  one,  111b.,  in  the  Whibbs 
(a  fresh-run  fish) ;  and  Mr.  Mervyn  King,  one, 
171b.,  in  Parker's  Hole.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  Up  to 
Saturday,  May  12,  the  weather  and  these  waters 
were  all  that  could  be  wished  for,  and  a  nice  lot  of 
trout  were  taken  from  different  parts  of  the  above 
rivers,  the  Wye  yielding  a  few  nice  fish.  There 
are  not  so  many  trout  to  be  seen  in  this  river 
at  present  as  it  is  usual  to  see  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished 
the  Derwent  have  obtained  a  few  good  trout, 


especially  in  the  higher  portions  of  this  river,  tlie 
Hathersage  and  also  the  Chatsworth  fisheries 
yielding  baskets  ranging  from  three  to  five  brace, 
the  Darleydale  Club's  water  also  affording  its 
members  very  fair  sport.  The  Matlock  and  Crora- 
ford  Angling  Association's  water  has  afforded  a 
few  nice  trout,  Mr.  W.  Dale  one  brace,  IJlb.,  Mr. 
A.  Collinson  several  nice  trout ;  these  have  been 
caught  in  the  Derwent,  Matlock  D*le. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase. 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  Yore  has  been  in  fair  angling 
trim  in  the  upper  reaches.  I  mentioned  last  week 
that  the  Thoresby  and  Swinethwaite  water  was 
closed,  and  that  no  day  tickets  were  to  be  issued ; 
since  then,  Mr.  F.  Thorman,  of  Swinethwaite  Hall, 
who  has  the  rights,  says  :  "  Consequent  on  having 
received  so  many  applications  for  permission  to 
fish  in  the  Thoresby  water,  it  is  decided  to  grant 
day  tickets  for  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  for 
the  above  during  the  season,  between  the  liours 
of  8  a.m.  and  (1  p  m.  (bait  and  minnow,  except 
creeper  and  Stone  Fly,  prohibited),  on  receipt 
of  postal  order  by  Mr.  Hargett,  Station-road, 
Tadcaster,  for  the  sum  of  58.  per  day.  Any  person 
found  fishing  without  a  ticket  will  be  proceeded 
against."  Sport  in  this  district  and  Aysgarth  has 
been  fairly  good  with  the  fly.  Mr.  H.  Copley  has 
had  very  fair  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ays- 
garth.  Mr.  C.  Taylor  and  a  friend  have  had  good 
sport  on  Lake  Semmerwater,  but  the  fish  have  run 
small.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore,  in  the  district 
of  Wensley  and  Cover  Bridge,  sport  has  been  fair. 
On  May  14  1  got  eight  good  fish  in  a  couple  of  hours 
in  the  Yore,  and  half  a  dozen  nice  fish  in  the  after- 
noon of  May  15  in  very  short  time.  I  noticed 
several  of  them  were  chock  full  of  Stone  Fly 
creeper,  and  they  will  take  this  bait  well  now  until 
it  hatches  out  as  the  Stone  Fly.  The  best  flies  in  the 
Upper  Yore  have  been  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple  and 
Crimson  Partridge.  The  Swale  has  been  in  nice  trim, 
and  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the 
upper  reaches  at  Richmond,  Easeby;  and  Catterick 
Bridge  with  the  fly ;  in  the  lower  reaches  very  little 
has  been  done.  The  River  Nidd  has  improved; 
daring  the  week  .some  very  fair  sport  has  been  met 
with  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Pateley  Bridge,  Darley 
and  Birstwith.  Mr.  W.  Ridding  the  other  day  had  a 
nice  catch  of  trout.  In  the  district  of  Knaresboro' 
and  Ribston  Park  sport  has  been  also  fair. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  angling  trim 
and  sport  has  been  good  on  this  river,  particularly 
in  the  upper  reaches.  At  Kilnsey  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly,  also  at 
Grassington,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley.  At  the 
latter  place  some  fine  baskets  have  been  caught 
with  the  fly  and  minnow. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters,  oh  May  8, 
Mr.  Hinchliff  had  a  salmon  of  21  lb.  On  May  12, 
Mr.  John  McNiven,  one,  101b.  On  May  15,  Mr. 
Duncan  Fraser,  one,  101b.  River  in  good  order, 
and  fish  plentiful. — D.  Macdonald. 

Beauly. — Fishing  the  Home  and  Falls  beats, 
from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Messrs.  Gibbons  and 
Curre  had  the  following  sport  during  the  week : — 
On  May  7,  four  salmon,  111b.,  11  lb.,  lOJlb.,  and 
9Jlb. ;  on  May  8,  one,  121b. ;  on  May  9,  four,  UJlb., 
14jlb.,  101b.,  and  8ilb.  ;  on  May  10,  two,  12lb.  and 
gjlb. ;  on  May  11,  three,  lO^lb.,  lOJlb.,  and  9Jlb. ; 
on  May  12,  four,  141b.,  12ilb.,  8Jlb.,  and  81b.  No 
grilse  have  yet  been  landed.  In  the  tidal  waters 
the  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie  Brae  rods  have  had 
fairly  good  sport  among  the  sea-trout,  the  best 
creel  being  one  weighing  161b.,  and  the  heaviest 
trout  21b.  12oz.  Net  fishing  starts  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays  during  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  and  at  present  the  pools  are  very  well 
stocked. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  recent  rains 
have  improved  the  angling  both  in  fesk  and  Liddle. 
Mr.  Lockhart,  at  a  night  fishing  with  worm,  caught 
the  first  sea-trout  in  Canonbie  Water,  l^lb.  Fishing 
in  Langholm  Water,  Dr.  Rae  and  Mr.  Weathorstone 
had  one  sea-trout  each,  1  lb.,  while  Dr.  Rae  had 
several  baskets  of  over  a  dozen.  Mr.  Drummond 
Anderson  had  nineteen  yellow  trout  on  May  10, 
and  on  May  12  he  caught  thirteen.  Mr.  James 
Corrie  creeled  two  dozen  in  Ewes  on  May  12, 
and  on  the  same  date  in  Langholm  Water  of 
the  Esk  Mr.  W.  McMullan  had  a  dozen  yellow 
trout,  while  Mr.  Bell,  Langholm,  had  over  four 
dozen  in  Ewes  water.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  caught 
two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Liddle,  and  in  the  same  water  Mr.  D.  Crozier, 
Bathgate,  had  one  and  a  half  dozen.  Mr.  W. 
Murray  creeled  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Upper 
Liddle.  In  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Esk,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Little  had  fifteen  yellow  trout ;  R.  Bell  had 
thirteen.  Mr.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  A.  Keen  have 
had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.    Mr.  T.  Steel  and  Mr.  D. 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfactorer  of  eveiy  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  snitable  for  all  parts  of  tbe  lorlil. 


TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

^       Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  saperloB  to  Split  Oane. 

r 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oza.  to  13  oss. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  afld  Lines  to  matchi      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Troot^ 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  la  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioiC. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon,  * 
SO  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  wliioh  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get, 

The  following  are  a  iew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Ciolonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  maivelloaa.  I  have  no  beaitatlon  In 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  8.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  tame  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  Is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  HL,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Taclde  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  tbe  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H— —  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


MAY  FLIES 

Six  Champion  Patterns  of  Great  Britain. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS, 

Special,  lO/-  dozen. 


ILLUSTRATED  LISTS  FREE. 


THE  FLEXIBLE  BODIED  MAY 

(i'UoTi;CTi;ii>. 


"THREE  GOOD  THINGS." 


THE  "WEE  CHAPMAN." 


With  3  trebles 
„    5  „ 


THE  "ARIEL"  FLIGHT. 

1/3  Price  7d.  each. 

1/6   With  long  swivelled  Trace    each  1/2 


For  clear  water  Trout  Fishing  these  two  minnow  tackles  easily  hold^the  lead. 

LEADED    QUILL  MINNOWS. 

I  in.,  1|  in.,  IJ  in..  If  in.,  1/6  each. 
Traces  for  above,  fid.  each. 


THE  POLAR,  THE  KENNET,  &  AGNETAS  (2  Pattw) 

ARE    PROITEO  KILLERS. 

We  are  the  only  makers  of  the  Flexible-Bodied  May  Flies, 
the  most  deadly  pattern  ever  used. 

The  Multum-in-Parvo  Trout  Rod    21/- 

The  Perfection  Built  Cane  Multum,  9  ft.  and  10  ft.  42/- 

OGDEN^COTFORD 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


JC    HA  1 1  I  C  D  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

.  t.  IVIILLtn,  19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA, 

Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  -  -  - 

LONDON. 


tiist-class.  Keuowned  (or  comfort, 
l-uxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
liatlis.    Inclusive  tcinis  from  14/6  per  day. 

GOBDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 
Telegrams  ;  "  Victoriola,  London." 
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Murray  have  done  well  in  the  Canonbie  water  with 
burn  trout. — Gilnockie. 

Loch  Doou  (Ayrshire,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Eglinton  Hotel,  on  May  10,  Mr.  Campbell  and 
friend  caught  fifty-nine  trout ;  two  gentlemen, 
forty-nine.  On  May  12,  Messrs.  Curdie,  Wilson, 
Inglis,  and  Alexander,  of  Kilmarnock,  ninety  five, 
and  several  other  good  baskets  have  been  got.  The 
loch  is  now  in  good  condition  — J.  Macdonald. 

Loob  Leven  Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
dry,  with  cold,  veering  winds.  During  the  past  few 
days  fifch  have  not  been  rising,  there  being  an 
absence  of  insects  on  the  water,  and  until  we  have 
more  genial  weather  to  induce  a  hatch  out  of  flies,  an 
improvement  in  sport  to  the  fly  fisher  is  not  looked 
for.  Sport,  however,  continues  better  than  last  year, 
but  anglers  are  not  going  out  in  their  accustomed 
numbers  at  this  season.  There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  size  of  fish  captured,  quite  a 
number  of  about  3lb.  being  taken.  The  following 
clubs  competed : — Dundee  Westend  Club  with 
twenty  rods  captured  fifty-two  trout  which  weighed 
441b.  9oz.,  first,  Mr.  J.  McLean,  five  trout,  41b.  ISoz., 
heaviest  trout,  Mr.  D.  Moncur,  21b.  lloz.  ;  Pollok- 
shields  Club  with  eight  rods  landed  twenty-five 
trout,  2'.)lb.,  first,  Mr.  M.  A  Mason,  fix  trout,  91b.  5oz. 
Mr.  J  McGugan  captured  the  heaviest  trout,  which 
wa-i  a  heauty  of  31b.  7oz.  Other  thn  e  competitions 
were  held,  the  competitors  being  re-itricted  to  fly 
The  best  basket  contained  three  trout,  weighing 
41b.  I.'Joz.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed  21b.  7oz. 
Private  parties; — Mr.  Arm-trong  and  son.  North 
umherland,  ten  trout,  81b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Crookson, 
Nurtl  u  I  berland,  ten  trout,  81b.  8oz  ;  Mr  McLean 
and  .Vir  Ciimpbell,  Peith.  fift^'en  tront,  151b.  r2oz. 
Mr  .  Hamilton  Smith,  P«<rth,  six  trout,  81b.,  the 
heaviest  weighing  31b.  ;  Mr.  Sime,  Glasgow,  nine 
trout,  lllb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Millar,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout, 
81b.  8oz.  ;  Miss  Kathleen  Mary  Scott,  St.  Ann's-on- 
Sea,  four  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Young,  Edinburgh, 
six  trout,  7lb.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Ballantine,  Dundee, 
thirteen  trout,  lllb.;  Messrs.  Mason  and  Lawson, 
Glasgow,  seven  trout,  7lb.  4oz. ;  Captain  and  Mr. 
Greig,  Glasgow,  six  trout,  lllb.  14oz.,  the  heaviest 
weighing  31b. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  8  Mr.Willison 
had  15  trout,  7Jlb.  On  May  9,  Mr.  Ross,  20,  101b. ; 
Mr.  McNab,  18,  61b. ;  Mr.  McAndrew,  10,  5ilb. 
On  May  10,  Mr.  Knight,  12,  6|lb.  On  May  11,  Mr. 
McAndrew,  14,  7Jlb.  On  May  12,  Mr.  Crawford, 
15,  6Jlb.  On  May  14,  Mr.  Brise,  6,  51b.  On  May  15, 
Mr.  Harper,  1  salmon,  141b. ;  Mr.  McNab,  10  trout, 
51b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortin^all  Hotel). — Very  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  on  this  river  since  last  report. 
The  fi  h  have  been  rising  well  to  the  fly.  Oa 
May  9,  Mr.  W.  Noble,  Edinburgh,  had  two  salmon, 
161b.  and  14ib.  On  May  10,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpher.^on, 
Barrhill,  Ayrshire,  had  two,  lllb.  and  151b.,  and  on 
May  11,  he  had  one,  II  Jib. ;  on  May  12,  he  had 
another  of  101b.  (Mr.  Macpherson's  fish  were  all 
taken  with  fly).  On  May  14,  Captain  Tetley, 
Leeds,  had  one,  201b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Noble  one,  191b. 
On  May  15,  Mr.  W.  S.  Millar,  Glasgow,  had  one, 
121b.  (the  latter  three  were  also  taken  with  fly). 
On  May  10,  Mr.  W.  Noble  had  a  basket  of  seven 
trout,  and  on  May  12  he  had  eleven  trout  weighing 
5lb. — R.  Stewaet. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Dee. — On  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river  sport  was  fairly  rife  last  week. 
On  the  Invercauld,  Braemar,  private  waters 
Colonel  V.  Du  had  fair  success.  He  had  three 
last  week  and  one  on  May  12  of  81b.,  while  Mr. 
Lament,  on  the  Fife  Arms  section,  has  been 
similarly  successful.  On  the  Ballater  and  Aboyne 
reaches  Mr.  Warner  had  one  of  81b.  on  May  9, 
one  of  71b.  on  May  11,  and  another  of  121b.  on 
May  12,  while  Mr.  Hardie  had  one  of  71b.  on 
May  9,  and  one  of  81b.  on  May  10,  and  Cap- 
tain Ellison,  two  of  lOjlb.  and  191b.  on  May 
10.  Captain  Ellison  had  also  one  of  9lb.  on 
May  12.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section,  Mr. 
P.  J.  D.  Wykeham  had  eleven  fish  on  the 
Borrowstone  water  for  the  week,  several  81b.  and 
91b  ,  one  lOjlb.,  one  13Jlb.,  and  a  beauty  of  21  lb. 
fresh  up  from  sea.  On  Miy  12,  Mr.  H.  Wykeham 
creeled  one  of  121b  ,  while  M"*.  F.  W.  Dawson  had 
nine  ti-h  for  the  week  on  the  Carlogie  water,  scaling 
from  61b  to  17lb.  On  the  Cairnton  stction  the 
Hon  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant  had  about  a  dozen 
fi.-h,  Mr.  Mnakin,  on  the  Durris  section,  the  same. 
On  the  Hydio  water  at  Murtle,  Mr.  Mackie, 
teacher,  is  making  some  fine  baskets  of  sea- 
trout,  one  of  which  scaled  2Jlb.  The  smolts 
are  thick  in  the  tidal,  and  grilse  are  increasing  in 
numbers.  Don. — Dr.  Impey  had  nine  fine  brown 
trout  on  the  Balbithans  water  on  Saturday  last, 
and  some  other  dozen  anglers  two  or  three  apiece. 
— G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  Annan  has  been  run- 
ning in  full  black  waters  this  week.  On  May  16, 
Mr.  Tom  G.  Roddick  caught,  in  the  Violetbank 
stream,  with  fly,  a  »ea-trout  of  21b  ;  Mr.  J.  Dixon 


had  one  of  about  1  lb.  at  the  end  of  last  week  ;  and 
Mr.  J.  Loudon,  one  of  like  weight.  Captain  Ewart 
landed  a  couple  of  good  yellow  trout,  as  also  did 
Mr.  Dickson  and  others.  In  the  higher  waters,  Mr. 
Dunn  had  a  sea-trout  of  IJlb.,  besides  eight  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Richardson  caught  a  dozen  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Shaw  landed  a  sea- trout  of  hardly  1  lb., 
in  the  Wamphray  water,  besides  a  few  yellow  trout. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — There  has  been  a  fair  run 
of  sea- trout  to  this  river.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  had  a  sea- 
trout  of  21b.  in  the  Nith.  In  the  Closeburn  Hall 
water  some  nice  creels  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  with  fly.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — All  the  streams  have  been  in  the  best  of 
order,  and  sport  is  improving.  The  first  clean  run 
spring  salmon  fell  to  the  rod  on  May  3,  and 
one  was  taken  on  the  following  day.  On 
May  5,  six  were  caught,  and  several  on  other 
days.  The  salmon  averaged  101b.  each,  all 
taken  with  a  silver-bodied  fly.  On  Lochenbreck 
a  few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  by  the  rods. 
Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — On  May  9  Mr. 
Napier  and  friend,  fishing  on  Loch  Doon,  took 
twenty-seven  yellow  trout,  and  on  the  following 
day  Mr.  Campbell  and  friend  captured  fifty-nine, 
while  two  other  rods  took  forty-nine.  Many  other 
anglers  have  obtained  good  baskets.  On  the  rivers 
of  the  district  local  rods  are  getting  a  few  yellow 
trout  daily.  Action  is  now  to  be  taken  by  the  local 
authorities  against  the  pollution  of  the  Garnock. 
Salmon  are  not  over  plentiful  at  Ballantrae,  al- 
though the  catches  are  gradually  improving. — 
Heatherhell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  weather  continues 
vpry  changeable.  On  the  Castle  Grant  water, 
G^antown,  on  this  day  week.  Captain  Grant  Smith 
had  two  salmon ;  and  on  the  Laggan  water  (Colonel 
Smith  Grant's),  Mr.  H.  Cumming  had,  on  Friday, 
one  of  151b.  ;  on  this  day  week,  two  of  171b.  and 
71b.  ;  on  Monday,  one  of  91b. ;  and  on  Tuesday, 
one  of  91b.  From  the  Carron  House  water,  on 
Monday,  two  grilse,  of  2Jlb.  each,  are  reported  to 
have  been  landed  by  Mr.  Grant,  fisherman.  Messrs. 
Middleton  and  Clayton,  fishing  the  Wester  Elchies 
water  on  May  11,  killed  two  salmon  of  13 Jib.  and 
101b. ;  another  of  7lb.  falling  to  Mr.  Clayton's  rod 
on  this  day  week  ;  and  on  ^londay,  one  of  81b.  to 
Mr.  Middleton's  rod.  On  Thursday,  on  the  Arndilly 
water,  Mr.  Shiach,  fisherman,  killed  three  salmon, 
weighing  151b.,  lOjlb.,  and  81b. ;  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  one  of  SJlb.  From  the  Easter  Elchies 
water,  on  Friday.  5lr.  Craik,  gamekeeper,  landed 
one  of  141b. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Very  fair  sport  is  still  being  obtained  in 
some  of  the  upper  middle  reaches  of  the  river,  and 
a  good  many  fish  are  showing.  There  has  been 
nothing  done  on  the  lower  reaches.  The  river 
throughout  the  week  has  been  very  unsettled.  Mr. 
A.  O.  Miles'  boatman,  fishing  the  Murthly  Castle 
water,  killed  one  fish,  171b.,  on  May  9  ;  two,  17lb. 
and  131b.,  on  May  11,  two,  25lb.  and  81b.,  on  May 
12;  and  two,  201b.  and  191b.,  on  May  14;  while 
Mr.  R  '  G.  Allen  got  one  of  17lb  on  May  15.  Mr. 
Graeme  Whitelaw,  fishing  the  Delvine  beats,  cap- 
tured two  fish,  161b.  and  81b.,  on  May  8  ;  two,  15lb. 
and  81b.,  on  May  10;  and  two  of  141b.  and  11  lb. 
on  May  12 ;  while  Mr.  C.  Thomson  got  one  of 
101b.— A.  A. 

Thurso   and   Loch  More  (Caithness). — The 

weather  still  remains  very  dry  and  cold  with  frosty 
nights.  The  river  is  very  low,  but  notwithstanding 
the  four  rods  are  having  fairly  good  sport,  and 
grassed  for  the  week  twenty-eight  fish,  weighing 
3201b.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  obtained 
for  week  ending  May  15: — No.  8  Beat. — Mr.  F. 
Arkwright  killed  two  fish,  81b.  and  101b.,  on  May  9, 
and  one  of  14Jlb.  on  May  14 ;  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Green, 
two,  11  Jib.  and  101b.,  on  May  10.  No.  7  Beat. — 
Mr.  Green,  three  fish,  151b.,  lllb.,  and  8ilb.,  on 
May  8.  No.  6  Beat  (Loch  More). — Captain  Sand- 
bach,  one  fish,  lllb.,  on  May  8,  and  another  of 
101b.  on  May  12.  No.  5  Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr. 
G.  Pople,  one  fish,  91b.,  on  May  8,  one  of  lllb.  on 
May  12,  and  another  two  of  171b.  and  16Jlb.  on 
May  14;  Captain  Sand  bach,  two,  141b.  and  121b., 
on  May  9;  and  Mr.  Green,  one,  9lb.,  on  May  11. 
No.  5  Bbat  (River). — Mr.  Finlayson,  ono  fi~h, 
lOib.,  on  May  9,  and  another  of  231b.  on  May  10. 
No.  4  Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  G.  Pople,  one, 
20lb.,  on  May  9  ;  Mr.  Green,  one,  15lb.,  on  May  12; 
and  Mr.  A.  Ross,  one,  14§lb.,  on  May  14.  No.  3 
Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  Arkwright,  five  salmon, 
12Jlb.,  lOJlb  ,  101b.,  101b.,  and  81b.,  on  May  8,  and 
two  of  lilb.  and  lllb.  on  May  12;  and  Captain 
Sandbach,  two,  101b.  and  81b.,  on  May  11. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  and  Tributaries. — The  Maine,  Moyola, 
Ballinderry  and  Blackwater  were  in  order  during 
the  week,  but  cold  easterly  winds  prevailed,  and 
trout  rose  badly ;  however,  some  catches  were 
obtained  on  small  flies  for  a  few  hours  in  the  middle 
of  the  day.    The  Bann  has  only  shrunk  a  few 


inches,  and  is  yet  running  at  winter  high-water 
mark.  But  while  sedges,  which  are  very  scarce, 
remain  on  the  surface,  trout  rise  to  them  freely,  and 
fish  ranging  from  IJlb.  to  4 Jib.  have  been  recently 
caught  by  bank  anglers.  A  run  of  spring  salmon 
are  coming  in.  but  only  a  few  are  remaining  on  the 
Kilroa,  Movanagher  and  Portglenone  sections,  the 
greater  part  running  on  to  the  warmer  waters  of 
Lough  Neagh  and  river  Maine.  Brown  trout  are 
more  plentiful  on  all  the  stretches  than  for  many 
past  years,  and  so  soon  as  milder  weather  is  ex- 
perienced good  sport  is  expected  with  these  fish. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Boyue  (Navan). — As  there  is  no  salmon  fishing 
on  this  river  after  May,  the  season  for  1906  may  be 
said  to  be  over,  and  it  has  been  the  worst  on  record 
for  the  past  twenty  years,  excepting  perhaps  on 
the  Slane  length,  where,  owing  to  the  very  inclement 
weather,  the  fish  lay  without  moving  upwards  for 
the  first  four  or  five  weeks  of  the  season.  I  hear 
they  got  about  sixty  fish  there.  On  Ardmulchan 
about  fifteen  fish  have  been  got ;  on  Lower  Black- 
castle  ten  fish ;  on  Upper  Blackcastle  eighteen  fish 
were  got  by  the  sub-tenant  for  the  first  four  weeks, 
and  since  March  12  about  sixty  fish  by  Sir  Francis 
Ley,  Lady  Ley,  and  party.  There  was  no  fishing 
whatever  during  April  owing  to  the  keen  hard 
weather,  and  the  very  low  condition  of  the  river. 
A  little  flood  came  on  May  3,  but  unfortunately  it 
brought  down  a  great  quantityof  peat  water  from  the 
hills,  and  the  fish,  although  plentiful,  would  not  take 
either  fly  or  bait.  Since  that  date  Sir  Francis  Ley, 
L  idy  Ley,  and  Mr.  Gordon  Ley  have  killed  fifteen 
fi<h  from  10  to  201b.  each,  and  the  fishermen  six  of 
about  same  weight.  In  addition,  Mr.  Gordon  Ley 
had  during  the  week  ending  May  17,  excellent 
•-■port  with  the  trout,  killing  twelve  brace  of  excellent 
fish  from  lib.  to  31b.,  all  with  the  dry  fly.  The 
trout  run  very  large  on  the  Blackcastle  water,  a 
number  over  31b.  each  having  been  caught  this 
season,  including  three  of  41b.  and  one  of  6lb. 
They  are  very  cunning,  and  can  only  be  got  by  the 
dry  fly,  but  the  river  being  so  large,  they  make 
excellent  runs  when  hooked. — Boyne  Ranoer. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegfal). — T.  Gilroy  (keeper) 
landed  eight  spring  salmon  during  the  past  week, 
weighing  from  101b.  to  131b.,  and  trout  anglers  had 
some  fair  pport  on  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Clady  (Gweedore,  co.  Donegal). — Last  week  the 
Clady  was  in  good  order,  and  an  unusually  large 
number  of  spring  fish  showing  for  this  season  of 
the  year.  Five  fish  were  taken  for  the  week ;  Mr. 
Bland  had  one  salmon  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Roberts  one  91b. ; 
Mr.  Rodgers  two,  91b.  101b. ;  Mr.  Johnson  one 
grilse  51b. — A.  Robertson. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
following  anglers  took  some  nice  specimens  of  Erne 
trout  amongst  them  during  the  past  week,  largest 
fish  taken  weighing  41b. : — Mr.  C.  R.  Bates  and 
brother,  Mr.  M.  Mclntire,  Mr.  J.  Murray,  Mr.  B. 
Holland,  Mr.  Slavin,  and  Mr.  J.  Wren. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Eillamey.  —  Sport  continues  fairly  good  at 
salmon.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  yielded  fajr 
results.  At  Caragh  matters  have  been  dull,  but 
some  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon  at  Glencar 
recently. — T.  J.  D. 

Leunon  (Milford,  co.  Donegfal). — Fishing  the 
Ramelton  Pool  from  April  16  until  May  11  the 
following  salmon  have  been  killed: — The  Earl  of 
Eglinton  and  Winton,  nineteen,  lllb.,  91b.,  81b., 
91b.,  141b..  12Jlb.,  181b.,  81b.,  lllb.,  91b.,  121b., 
lllb.,  91b.,  81b.,  181b.,  81b.,  171b.,  91b.,  and  121b.; 
Lord  Montgomerie,  eight,  181b.,  121b.,  101b.,  171b., 
91b,  191b.,  lllb.,  and  9Jlb.  ;  the  Hon.  Francis 
Montgomerie,  eight,  13Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  13Jlb.,  8Jlb., 
lOlb.,  101b.,  and  8Jlb.— M.  A.  McCreadie. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  eto  (Watorvliie.  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  sultry  and  bright,  and  sport 
has  been  almost  nil  at  salmon,  the  only  fish  being 
one  had  by  Ned  Dennehy.  It  weighed  9  Jib.  Brown 
trout  have  yielded  fair  sport  in  the  late  evenings, 
the  heaviest  fi-^h  had  during  the  week  being  one  of 
31b.,  and  caught  by  Pat  Shea  — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — There 
is  little  to  report  from  this  district  owing  to  the 
few  anglers  at  work  prior  to  the  rush  for  the  May 
Fly,  which  should  be  fully  on  the  rise  by  the  end 
of  next  week,  many  already  having  been  seen.  A 
few  nice  fish  are  being  taken  both  on  the  artificial 
fly  and  troll.  The  Lough  Mask  and  Carra  Fishing 
Association's  first  report  is  out,  and  I  hope  will  be 
deemed  satisfactory  by  the  contributors  to  the 
fund,  per  Mount  Gable  Hotel. — G.  A. 

Longh  MelTini  —  Cold  N.E.  winds  continued 
throughout  the  past  week,  in  consequence  of  which 
sport  was  not  so  good  on  the  lake.  Trout  anglers 
did  fairly  well,  and  generally  secured  some  good 
baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout.  Mr.  P. 
Mullin  landed  one  salmon  of  121b.  on  May  10  ;  Mr. 
G.  Morrow  landed  two  trout  {salmo  ferox)  of  6lb. 
and  3Jlb.  on  May  12;  and  Mr.  Wren  landed  one 
salmon,  S^lb.,  on  May  14;  Mr.  C.  Kron  took  a 
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gillaroo  trout,  2^1b.,  ami  fourteen  brown  trout  on 
same  day. — il.  Rogan  and  Sons.  , 
Monnt&m  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 

Sport  i3  improving,  though  the  weather  has  not 
been  quite  the  thing.  The  following  were  the  best 
baskets  recorded  last  week  on  the  different  waters  : 
— On  Drenane,  one  of  thirty-one  brown  trout ;  on 
Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty  ;  on  Coomcatcum,  one 
of  forty-three  ;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  thirty-seven  ; 
and  on  Filealougha  one  of  twenty-nine. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  bad  owing  to  north-east  winds  and 
cold  showers.  A  few  salmon  were  got  on  the 
minnow,  121b.  and  141b.,  but  they  rose  badly  to 
the  fly.  The  weather  is  now  settled  and  sport  is 
sure  to  improve  as  the  grilse  are  coming  up,  a  few 
being  taken  in  the  nets  and,  weirs.  Lough  Calla 
fished  fairly  well,  and  so  did  Lough  Talt,  some  good 
baskets  being  taken  on  the  fly. — John  Devehs. 

Uoy,  Lousflia  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Xalllna,  oo. 
Mayo). — Cold  north-east  wind  is  still  keeping  with 
us  here,  which  makes  the  fish  very  shy  in  rising  to 
the  fly.  Still,  a  little  sport  has  been  got.  On 
May  10  the  Countess  of  Arran  and  Lady  Hervey, 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  had  one  salmon  each  of 
11  lb.  and  101b.,  and  the  Earl  of  Arran  lost  a  very 
big  salmon  after  fierce  play.  Mr.  M.  Coach,  one 
salmon,  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  3 Jib.  ;  Capt.  Tancred, 
two  salmon,  1 1  lb.  and  9 Jib.  ;  Master  C.  Scrope, 
one  salmon,  11  lb. ;  Mr.  j"  H.,  one  salmon,  141b.  ; 
Some  very  fine  trout  have  been  got  on  the  Loughs  : 
Surgeon-Major  Raynor,  best  trout  being  a  gillaroo 
of  o^lb.;  Captain  Barr,  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  some 
trout,  largest  3Jlb. ;  Master  C.  Scrope  had  two  jack, 
211b.,  lolb. ;  Mr.  Moylette,  two  jack,  11  lb.,  151b.  ; 
Judge  Humphrey,  three  jack,  111b.,  101b.,  171b. 
A  change  in  the  wind  and  very  good  sport  will  be 
had.  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  fished  well  for 
brown  trout. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Pontoon  (Bridge  Hotel). — The  fishing  here  for 
the  last  week  was  fair.  Capt.  Barr  had  one  salmon 
of  101b.  and  several  trout,  the  largest  3pb.  ;  Capt. 
Tencard,  one  salmon,  9ilb.,  and  some  very  nice 
trout.  If  the  weather  settles  down  there  is  a  very 
good  prospect  of  sport. — P.  J.  Coghlan. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — There  was  a  decided  im- 
provement in  the  fishing  here  for  the  past  week. 
Trout  were  rising  fairly  well  to  artificial  fly,  and  a 
couple  of  salmon  were  taken.  The  May  Fly  may  be 
on  any  day  now. — Fkank  Beowne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  dry  but 
cool,  with  some  wind  ;  water  lower.  On  Hermitage 
Lord  Massey  killed  one  salmon,  301b.  On  New- 
garden,  Sir  D.  F.  Gooch,  Bart.,  killed  five  salmon, 
261b.,  21Jlb.,  lolb.,  231b.,  and  24ilb.  On  Prospect, 
Mr.  R.  Fytche  killed  eight  salmon,  22|lb.,  17ilb., 
\^\h.,  141b.,  341b.,  22Jlb.,  201b.  and  12Jlb.  On  the 
Cattle  fishery  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed  two 
salmon,  30|lb.,  14|lb.  ;  Mrs.  T.  Ingham  one  salmon 
241b.  On  Summerhill,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed 
two  salmon,  9Jlb  ,  14|lb.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed  five  salmon,  181b.,  12ilb  ,  ISJlb., 
19Jlb.,  241b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill 
killed  one  salmon  181b.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C. 
Williams  killed  one  salmon,  211b.— John  Enbight 
AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longrh  Derg  (Killaloa).— The 

austerities  of  the  weather  have  set  everything  awry 
on  river  and  lake.  Only  a  few  salmon  have  been 
angled  this  week  by  Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Wright, 
Solihull,  Birmingham,  viz.,  May  10,  Mr.  E.  G. 
Wright,  one  salmon,  321b. ;  12th,Mr.  Sidney  Mitchell, 
one  salmon,  1 1  lb. ;  13th,  ditto,  one  salmon,  301b. 
Thanks  to  storm  for  the  last  few  days  on  the  lake 
the  Green  Drake  has  been  driven  to  the  right  about 
face,  and  anglers  have  had  to  follow  suit.  On  the 
streams  the  Stone  or  Cinnamon  fly  has  not  put 
in  an  appearance  yet  owing  to  high  winds,  and 
trout  are  hard  to  touch  in  consequence. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 

Before  these  notes  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
the  dapping  season  will  be  fairly  under  way  upon 
Loughs  Ennel  and  Derravaragh.  The  advance 
guard  of  the  Green  Drake  has  been  putting  in  an 
appearance  on  the  former  lake,  and  some  anglers 
have  been  venturing  to  dap  a  little,  but  I  hear 
without  success.  Time  was  when  there  was  the 
keenest  competition  for  the  capture  of  the  first 
trout  in  this  way,  and  your  correspondent  often 
took  first  prize.  As  I  am  writing  these  notes  wind 
and  weather  look  very  encouraging,  and  the  only 
thing  to  fear  is  the  dreaded  east.  The  flies  rise 
first  in  a  belt  of  reeds  which  fringe  the  north- 
western shore  of  Ennel,  and  the  wind,  if  it  con- 
tinues in  the  point  from  which  it  comes  gently  to- 
day— that  is  to  say,  westerly,  with  just  a  point  to 
north — will  blow  the  flies  delightfully  over  the 
expanse  of  lake,  and  at  once  attract  the  attention 
of  the  trout.  Tourist  anglers  should  now  bestir 
themselves,  and  all  who  want  information  as  to 
hotels,  private  accommodation,  etc.,  may  apply  to 
the  hon.  sec.  as  above. — T.  J.  W. 


SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (May  12). — During  the  week  now 
closing,  although  more  fishing  has  taken  place  in 
the  valley  of  the  Upper  Rhone  than  previously, 
results  so  far  as  ascertained  have  remained  poor. 
The  rapid  melting  of  the  snow  has,  of  course, 
produced  dirtier  water,  and  worse  chance  of  fly- 
fishing in  the  lower  streams.  Some  half  a  dozen 
anglers'  captures  have  been  limited  to  little  more 
than  as  many  fish  in  three  or  four  days,  but  at 
least  one  veritable  Green  Drake  has  been  observed 
on  the  wing,  so  that  an  early  arrival  of  better  luck 
is  hoped  for.  The  picturesque  and  rather  rapid 
wooded  stream  at  Aubonne,  W.  of  Lausanne, 
was  visited  to-day  by  one  of  our  local  anglers,  who 
found  it  very  full  though  clear,  but  only  succeeded 
in  raising  a  few  trout,  albeit  natural  flies  were 
plentiful.  Promising  pools  and  backwaters  do  not 
seem  plentiful  in  this  impetuous  water. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack 
on  many  days.  The  takes  ranged  from  ten  to 
fifteen  fish,  averaging  about  .5lb.  A  few  mackerel 
have  been  had.  Rock  fishing  has  commenced  but 
has  not  yet  given  much  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  not  been 
good  except  at  pollack,  which  appear  to  be  very 
numerous  around  here  at  present.  Mackerel  con- 
tinue numerous  off  the  coast  here.  Weather  hot 
and  bright  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Several  local  anglers  have 
experienced  fair  sport  at  times  during  the  past 
week,  though  matters  have  not  at  any  period  proved 
brisk,  and  the  strong  north-east  wind  which  has 
generally  prevailed  has  rendered  fishing  operations 
anything  but  pleasant.  On  May  11,  Mr.  Adams 
secured  seventeen  dabs  before  8  a.m.,  and  later  in 
the  day  Mrs.  Val  Dick-',  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mr.  Band, 
Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Puckridge,  Mr.  Newell,  Mr.  T. 
Sexton,  and  Mr.  Bushnell  each  obtained  a 
little  patronage  from  dabs  and  pouting,  and  three 
nurse-dogs  were  also  taken.  On  April  12,  Mr. 
P.  C.  Edgar  and  Mr.  Band  each  made  a  nice  early 
catch,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  Mrs.  Tress,  Miss 
Morgan,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr. 
Tress,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Bushnell  each  accounted 
for  a  few  fish,  but  the  size  of  all  left  much  to  be 
desired.  Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  White  did  fairly  well 
among  dogfish  and  dabs  on  the  morning  of  May  13, 
but  on  May  14  and  15  the  extreme  inclemency  of 
the  weather  deterred  everyone  from  tempting 
sport.  Improved  conditions  of  weather  and  water 
brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  rodsters  on  May  16, 
including  Miss  E.  Clarke,  Mr.  P.  J.  Haddleton,  Mr. 
W.  Roman,  jun.,  Mr.  A.  Feather,  Mr.  F.  Turner, 
and  several  local  members.  Small  pouting  were 
freely  in  evidence  during  the  forenoon,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  day  yielded  very  little.  Mr. 
Feather  hooked  a  lobster  of  about  4lb.,  but  failed 
to  land  it.  Strange  to  say,  Mr.  W.  Tress  captured 
one  of  5lb.  about  half  an  hour  afterwards — probably 
the  same  fish.  Though  several  skilled  anglers  have 
tried  for  pollack,  with  baits  of  various  kinds,  not  a 
single  specimen  has  yet  been  taken. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — There  are  signs  of  the  mackerel 
coming  in,  for  the  Sound  is  getting  full  of  brit,  and 
some  stray  ones  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few 
days.  They  have  been  more  plentiful  on  the  coast 
of  Cornwall  this  last  week,  and  the  fishermen  have 
been  making  up  for  lost  time  in  taking  some  good 
few.  The  pollack  are  about  again  at  both  ends 
of  the  breakwater,  the  west  end  for  preference, 
and  they  are  running  very  fine.  I  hear  there  are 
to  be  some  very  extensive  mining  operations  to  bo 
carried  on  by  the  Submarine  Miners  Co.  from 
Bovisand,  so  the  fishermen  will  have  to  choose 
some  other  part  for  their  fishing.  The  eastern  land 
and  Mewstone  and  Rennies  will  be  in  a  dangerous 
locality  for  them.  Due  notice  will  be  given,  I 
believe,  by  the  authorities.  The  eastern  portion  of 
the  Sound  will  be  all  right,  and  this  is  the  best  as 
a  rule.  Mullet  are  being  caught  again  in  the  Great 
Western  Docks.  I  saw  some  fine  ones  taken  the 
other  morning,  and  some  bass  also  at  the  West 
Wharf.  A  few  pollack  were  amongst  them,  but 
they  were  not  very  large. — William  Heabdeb. 

Kamsgate. — The  fine  weather  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  week  improved  the  fishing  and  brought 
out  a  few  anglers.  On  May  10,  Mr.  Smith,  fishing 
from  the  marine,  landed  the  first  bass  of  the  season, 
a  nice  fish  of  3Jlb.  On  May  11  the  inner  harbour 
was  run  out,  and  the  shrimpers  brought.out  nearly 
two  hundredweight  of  grey  mullet,  but  the  fish  were 
not  in  good  condition.  On  May  13,  Mr.  D.  Pine, 
out  with  Millar,  brought  in  three  score  of  dabs  and 
a  few  codling ;  one  or  two  other  boats  out  did  not 
do  so  well.  From  the  outer  harbour  Mr.  Laker  has 
had  three  or  four  nice  takes  of  flounders ;  and  Mr. 
White,  flounders  and  a  few  pollack.  Weather  colder 
and  a  little  unsettled. — Grey  Mulleit, 


HENLEY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was 
hold  on  Wednes<lay  evening,  May  2,  at  the  head- 
quarters, the  White  Hart  Hotel.  About  sixty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  really  excellent 
repast  which  gave  every  satisfaction. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Harnett  presided. 

The  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  King," 
which  was  accorded  musical  honours. 

The  toast  "  Success  to  the  Henley  Angling 
Society  "  was  submitted  by  the  chairman.  He 
always  thought  that  fishermen  in  the  Thames,  who 
went  out  fishing  as  he  saw  them  were  real  sports- 
men, he  only  wished  there  were  more  fish  to  be 
caught.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  the 
Henley  Pre.servation  Society  that  had  spoiled  the 
fishing,  but  he  had  known,  when  he  was  a  boy, 
occasions  on  which  he  could  catch  as  many  fish 
as  he  could  carry  away.  He  hiumorously  referred 
to  the  strife  in  days  gone  by  that  was  occasioned 
by  the  dual  ownership  of  the  Hambleden  pools. 
The  last  time  he  netted  the  Hambleden  pools  he 
caught  seventy-five  barbel  and  the  late  Dr.  .Jeston 
came  down  the  next  day  and  had  a  splendid  day's 
barbel  fishing.  They  never  took  out  the  trout  ; 
they  returned  them,  but  never  put  the  pike  back. 
The  poor  people  of  Hambleden  used  to  go  down 
there  and  take  away  the  chub  and  the  barbel,  and 
there  was  always  plenty  of  fish.  Yet,  of  late 
years  there  had  been  very  few  fish  caught  ;  he  did 
not  know  where  they  had  got  to.  He  had  to  couple 
with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Reeves,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  club. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Coimcillor  Reeves,  in  responding,  said  that  up  to 
four  years  ago  he  used  to  think  that  fishing  was  one 
of  the  silliest  things  on  earth.  Since  he  had  taken  it 
up  he  had  thought  it  was  one  of  the  best  of  sports. 
Their  society,  he  was  glad  to  say,  was  now  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  It  was  said  at  the  time  the 
club  was  started  that  it  was  impossible  for  Henley 
to  run  two  clubs,  but  time  had  proved  that  it  was, 
and  the  other  club  (the  Working  Men's),  he  was  very 
pleased  to  say,  was  running  very  strongly,  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  time  they  had  not  had  the 
slightest  friction.  They  had  got  two  member.s  who 
were  first-class  fishers.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  had  foi' 
many  years  held  the  record  for  the  best  trout  fisher, 
and  Mr.  Stanley  Mead  had  caught  a  chub  weighing 
'/lb.  loz.  The  club  were  endeavouring  to  acquire  a 
stretch  of  two  miles  of  private  water  near  Langlej-. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  Uke  to  thank  their  worthy 
host  for  the  way  in  which  he  had  lent  the  committee 
a  room  free  of  cost  for  their  meetings  at  any  time 
they  wanted  it. 

The  chairman  then  distributed  the  prizes. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Chairman "  was  accorded 
musical  honours. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 

The  sixth  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the 
above  flourishing  society  was  held  at  headquarters, 
the  County  Hotel,  on  May  1.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins, 
who  presided,  was  faced  by  Mr.  William  King  in 
the  vice-chair,  these  gentlemen  being  supported  by 
a  large  niunber  of  ardent  piscators.  As  usual,  one 
of  the  features  of  the  proceedings  was  the  artistic 
menu  card,  designed  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate,  with 
its  apt  quotations  from  "  The  Lady  of  the  Lake." 
The  room  looked  gay,  for,  to  quote  one  of  the 
references,  "  All  aroimd,  the  walls  to  grace,  himg 
trophies."  Mr.  Arthur  Mills's  catering  was  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired. 

"Success  to  the  Ipswich 'Piscatorial  Ramblers" 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  C.  Prentice,  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Gipping  Angling  Preservation  Society,  who 
remarked  upon  the  excellent  specimens  of  fish  in 
the  room  as  proof  of  the  splendid  season  of  the 
Ramblers.  Mr.  H.  W.  Everson,  the  energetic  hon. 
secretary,  responded,  and  said  he  was  looking 
forward  to  another  sviccessful  season.  Numerically 
they  were  strong,  and  financially  safe. 

The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  won  in 
last  season's  competitions. 

Tlie  chairman  proposed  "  The  Prize-winners," 
and  Mr.  Bradford  and  Mr.  Burkitt  responded. 

The  chairman  next  alluded  to  the  years  of  service 
rendered  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate  as  hon.  secretary 
until  the  latter  part  of  last  year.  The  society  desired 
to  present  that  gentleman  with  a  silver  cigar-case  in 
recognition  of  his  arduous  duties.  Mr.  Westgate. 
who  was  received  with  loud  applause,  tendered  his 
hearty  thanks  to  the  members  for  their  handsome 
present.  He  gave  up  the  secretaryship  with  great 
reluctance,  but  he  was  glad  to  know  that  a  gentle- 
man had  worthily  succeeded  him  to  the  office. 

Mr.  A.  Mills  sulomitted  the  toast  of  "  The  Kindred 
Societies,"  and  Mr.  G.  Cutting,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Ipswich  Working  Men's  Angling  Society,  replied. 

Mr.  G,  P.  Price  gave  "  Tlie  Donors  of  Prizes,'» 


358 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mat  19,  1906 


and  Mr.  H.  Richardson,  of  Bradford,  and  Mr. 
T.  A.  F.  Crisp  suitably  replied.  Tlio  vice-chairman 
proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Chairman,"  and  men- 
tioned that  Mr.  Hawkins  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
tlie  Ramblers.    This  was  suitably  acknowledged. 

The  musical  programme  was  a  good  one,  contri- 
buted to  by  the  St.  .John's  Quartette  Party  (Messrs. 
Basting,  Barwick,  Leggett,  and  Vesey),  a  harmonious 
amalgamation,  Mr.  G.  Tate,  Mr.  W.  King,  Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Millican  (humorous),  and  Mr.  Tom  Saul  (violin). 
Mr.  F.  K.  Frost  accompanied. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  gave 
his  promised  paper  on  "  Natural  Baits  for  Soa 
Fishing."  He  commenced  with  the  observation 
that  in  the  matter  of  bait  the  first  course  to  adopt 
was  to  put  before  the  fish  what  "le  will  put  into  his 
mouth,  and  in  such  manner  that  he  will  at  once  do 
so.  Fish,  he  said,  is  a  bait  for  fish,  and  at  once 
proceeded  to  demonstrate  how  a  mackerel  must  be 
dealt  with  to  produce  bait  for  mackerel.  How  to 
cut  the  "slithers"  and  produce  the  "lask"  was 
demonstrated  and  illustrated.  Pilchard  followed, 
the  little  sprat,  and  other  rich,  oily  and  fine  flavoured 
members  of  the  herring  family. 

The  best  mode  of  baiting  the  hook  with  the 
differently  prepared  baits  was  very  plainly  shown. 

Then  came  the  sand  eel  and  launce,  the  modes  of 
catching  them  fully  dwelt  upon.  How,  when,  and 
for  what  to  bait  for  with  them,  and  much  strange 
lore,  the  accumulation  of  years  of  patient  obser- 
vation. How  to  keep  them  alive  and  lively 
when  secured. 

Bream  was  described  as  being  a  fine  bait  for 
pollack,  the  skin  being  tough  it  keeps  on  the  hook. 
The  tail  of  a  small  eel  is  most  killing,  but  must  be 
specially  prepared  and  attached,  and  there  is  no 
better  bait  for  bream  than  the  common  rock  limpet. 

For  bass  the  live  sand  dab  and  small  flounder. 
Hook  them  through  the  mouth  and  gills  and  let 
them  swim  about.  So  much  for  fish  bait,  now  for 
the  crustaceans.  No  finer  bait  than  lobster,  but 
only  obtainable  by  the  millionaire  here,  though  in 
America  constantly  used.  Here  the  pink-shelled 
lobster  called  the  Irish  prawn  is  used.  He  is  the 
grandfather  of  all  the  lobsters,  but  as  bait  he  is 
eaten. 

Shrimps  and  prawns  boiled  and  raw  gave  occasion 
for  much  cunning  teaching  how  to  attach  to  the 
hook  and  yet  leave  them  at  liberty  to  kick.  The 
common  little  shore  crab — how  to  "dress"  him, 
and  the  picking  out  of  the  soft  shelled  female  just 
casting  her  coat,  after  providing  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  the  species.  The  peeler  whose  coat  is  ready 
to  peel  off  and  leaves  the  soft-shelled  body  open  to 
attack.  The  Soldier  or  Hermit  crab.  That 
"  farmer"  out  of  a  whelk  shell  was  pronounced  to 
bo  a  prince  of  bait  and  crab  by  no  means  to  be 
despised.  Mollusca — the  two  groups.  First  the 
cephalopods  having  heads — octopus,  cuttle,  and 
squid.  The  parts  to  use  described  and  mode  of 
preparing  as  bait ;  most  killing  bait  when  properly 
used.  Then  the  shell  denizens — the  whelk,  limpet, 
and  the  razor  fish,  a  bait  much  used  and  liked  by 
the  lecturer  ;  and  mya,  found  in  gravelly  and  stony 
ground  in  some  estuaries,  called  clam,  but  a  bivalve, 
and  therefore  not  a  clam  proper.  Amidst  much 
applause  the  lecturer  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks.  A  paper  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Croft  Handley  is 
announced  for  Wednesday  next.  H.  P, 


^offings       U^e  iSap. 

Needs  no  show  of  mountain  hoary, 

Winding  shore,  and  deepening  glen. 
Where  the  landscape  in  its  glory 

Teaches  truth  to  wandering  men. 
Give  true  hearts  hut  earth  and  sky 
And  some  flowers  to  bloom  and  die. 
Homely  scenes  and  simple  views 
Lowly  thoughts  may  best  infuse. 

— Keble. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

On  Wednesday  evening.  May  16,  at  the  Cerclo 
Francjais  (Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  in  the  chair),  after 
the  usual  formal  business,  the  date  of  the  next 
banquet  and  ball  was  discussed,  which  was 
approximately  fixed  for  June  16.  Further  par- 
ticulars later.  The  most  successful  anglers  were 
M.  and  Madame  Claverie,  the  former  catching  two 
brace  of  nice  trout,  and  Madame  Claverie  one  of 
l^lb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neate  were  not  so  fortunate. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
meeting. 

The  fourth  annual  sea-fishing  (open)  competition 
of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  at 
Littlehampton  on  June  10,  when  numerous  prizes 
are  offered.  The  competition  is  open  to  all  England, 
and  a  special  prize  is  offered  for  the  club  sending 
the  greatest  number  of  competitors.  Particulars  of 
the  competition  may  be  obtained  from  W.  Poole, 
Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 


The  Briny  Anglers  hold  their  monthly  competi- 
tion at  Maldon  on  May  13,  a  goodly  company 
leaving  Liverpool  -  street  on  the  Saturday  and 
sleeping  aboard  their  yacht.  Fishing  started  at 
4.30  a.m.  below  Osea  Island,  with  fair  success,  the 
]jrize-winners  being  Messrs.  Douglas  and  A.  W. 
Spence.  It  was  hinted  by  the  most  ardent  of  the 
members  that  the  noise  created  at  times  in  the 
cabin  of  the  yacht  rather  tended  to  induce  the  fish 
to  travel  Bradwell-wards. 


The  thirty-first  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Tonbridge  and  District  Angling  and  Fish  Preser 
vation  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel  on 
Wednesday,  May  30,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  business  will 
be  as  follows  : — Minutes  ;  report  and  balance-sheet 
election  of  officers  ;  distribution  of  prizes,  etc. 


An  enormous  lobster  was  caught  on  a  hook,  line, 
and  rod  by  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  in  August  last,  while 
fishing  off  Portland  Breakwater  for  conger.  The 
bait  used  was  a  piece  of  wrasse.  He  has  had  it 
finely  mounted  and  presented  it  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  where  it  is  now  on  view.  Weight. 
101b.;  length,  2tt.  5Jin.  ;  girth  of  claw.^,  llin. 
body,  13Jin.  It  was  caught  on  a  double  gut  trace 
'with  about  a  No.  .'»  hook- 


The  angling  correspondent  of  the  Yorkshire  Post, 
in  an  article  describing  various  ancient  and  modern 
methods  of  cooking  trout,  remarks  that  one  of  the 
veteran  brigade  of  Yorkshire  trout  anglers  once 
gave  this  as  the  best  recipe  for  frying  trout. 
Wash  the  fish,  but  do  not  let  them  remain  in  water. 
Cut  off  the  heads  and  tails  and  gut  them,  slitting 
the  small  fish  up  the  belly  and  the  large  ones  up  the 
back.  Wipe  dry,  and  sprinkle  with  oatmeal  and  a 
little  salt  and  pepper  ;  then  place  a  little  butter  or 
land  in  the  pan,  and  when  it  is  hot  put  in  the  fish. 
Fry  slowly,  and  do  not  let  the  fire  be  too  hot.  This 
is  an  excellent  way.  The  method  usually  adopted  in 
his  own  household  was,  however,  sUghtly  different. 
Upon  being  brought  into  the  house,  the  trout  to  be 
fried  are  laid  in  a  dish  of  convenient  size,  and 
smothered  in  salt.  Water  is  then  poured  in  until 
the  fish  are  just  covered,  when  they  are  left  for  two 
or  three  hours  until  wanted.  The  heads  and  tails  are 
then  cut  off,  the  fish  opened,  cleaned,  washed,  and 
dried  ;  after  which  they  are  sprinkled,  inside  and 
out,  with  pepper  and  salt,  and  fried  in  dripping, 
being  turned  once  during  the  operation. 


It  Matters  Much. 

Teleor.am  from  financier  in  New  York  to  his 
partner  in  Cleveland  :  "  Am  about  to  close  a  big 
deal  with  Skinham.  What  kind  of  a  man  is  he  ?  " 
Reply  from  Cleveland  :  "  He  is  like  a  fish."  Tele- 
gram from  New  York  :  "  Wire  at  onoe^what  kind 
of  a  fish — shark  or  sucker." 


Mr.  Horace  Van  Ruith,  the  well-known  Royal 
Academy  exhibitor,  has  a  special  collection  of 
pictures,  showing  till  May  31,  at  the  Dor^>  Galleries, 
and  many  of  these  should  please  angleri,  for  they 
are  excellent  reproductions  of  Hampshire  scenery, 
where  woods  and  waters  have  their  own  spell  for 
brothers  of  the  angle. 


The  largest  skate  ever  brought  into  Yarmouth, 
says  the  Daily  Mail,  has  just  been  landed  there  by 
a  fishing-boat  which  had  taken  it  on  a  line  in  the 
Channel.  It  was  a  magnificent  specimen,  weighing 
no  less  than  I20lb.,  and  measuring  5ft.  Tin.  long, 
with  a  breadth  at  the  widest  part  of  5ft.  2in.  The 
fish  was  in  splendid  condition. 


"  Few  anglers,"  says  the  North  Mail,  "  are  so 
expert  as  the  otter — none  so  voracious.  It  is  there- 
fore but  little  to  be  wondered  at  when  the  one  is 
numerous  the  other  suffers.  The  northern  angler  on 
the  Leven  and  Esk  is  grumbling  bitterly  at  the 
remains  of  fish  he  is  finding  half  eaten — unmis- 
takably the  sign  of  the  otter.  He  says  these  fish — 
nearly  always  fine  ones — should  have  gone  into  his 
pannier.  Many  anglers  from  Stockton  and  Middles- 
brough fish  in  the  Leven  from  Yarm,  and  here  otters 
seem  especially  numerous,  whilst  from  Tyne  and 
Teesside  come  river  whipj)ers  to  the  Esk." 


'"  Yes,  that's  my  wife,  and  I  tell  you  she's  one  in 
a  thousand."  "  For  goodness'  sake,  how  do  you 
escape  the  law  ?  " — Boston  Transcript. 


A  LITTLE  nonsense  now  and  then 
Is  relished  by  the  best  of  men. 
But  jokes  that  men  declare  immense 
Are  at  some  other  man's  expense. 


Louis  XIV.  as  an  Angler. 

At  one  end  of  the  lie  de  la  Jatte,  at  Neuilly 
is  the  Reserve  du  Roi.  The  name  once  was  given 
to  a  park,  a  country  house,  and  all  that  was  neces- 
sary for  a  king  staying  in  the  country.  Louis  XIV., 
when  young,  "  s'y  plaisait."  as  he  confessed  him- 
self, enough  to  assure  one  that  the  place  was  almost 
idyllic.  The  Seine  was  then  a  clear  river.  The 
Gobelins  had  hardly  founded  their  tapestry  works 
on  the  Bievre,  and  they  had  not  yet  polluted  the 
stream  with  their  dyes.  A  true  Frenchman,  Louis 
XIV.  was  an  angler,  and  would  have  royal  sport. 
He  had  built  for  him  a  summer  house  of  a  sort  at 
the  end  of  the  royal  domains,  where  he  could  sit 
in  the  shade  and  fish.  Huge  rocks  were  brought 
from  Fontainebleau,  and  an  artificial  promontory 
was  made  at  the  end  of  the  island,  dividing  the 
current,  yet  making  a  backwater  such  as  trout 
delight  in.  On  the  promontory  a  little  Greek 
temple  was  built,  circular  in  form,  with  twelve 
graceful  Corinthian  columns. 

«  «  *  «  * 

The  chateau  was  burned  in  1848,  singeing  the 
heels  of  Louis  Philippe  as  he  fled,  says  the  Standard, 
and  the  Palace  of  Neuilly  St.  James,  after  housing 
the  Princess  Borghese  and  serving  as  Wellington's 
headquarters  in  1814,  was  burned — by  the  British 
troops,  one  regrets  to  say.  The  lands  were  con- 
fiscated and  divided.  They  are  now  covered  by 
what  Parisians  call  villas.  The  island  of  La  Jatte 
has  been  more  irreverently  treated.  It  is  covered 
with  restaurants,  beer  gardens,  and  dancing  halls, 
where  part  of  the  crowd  which  goes  down  the  Seine 
on  boats  makes  merry  on  summer  Sunday  after- 
noons. On  its  edges  are  huts  from  which  at  every 
minute  emerge  motor  boats,  which  make  the  air 
vibrate  and  the  water  quiver.  In  the  midst  of  this 
racket  and  vulgarity  of  to-day  the  little  Greek 
temple  still  stands,  the  only  reminder  of  the  past, 
and  the  name  "  Rdserve  du  Roi  "  is  still  given  to  it, 
irony  twice  ironical.  But  even  this  is  threatened. 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  the  society  called  the  Friends 
of  Parisian  Monuments  is  protesting,  and  hopes  to 
have  the  temple  removed, 


Fish  in  Undeboround  Rivee. 
R.  A.  Dubst,  while  sinking  an  artesian  well  in 
Apaseo,  a  small  town  between  Celaya  and  Quere- 
taro,  Mexico,  came  upon  a  subterranean  stream  of 
water  at  a  depth  of  240ft.  In  the  water  that  came 
from  this  stream  he  found  many  little  fish  from  one- 
half  to  an  inch  in  length.  Mr.  Durst  writes  to  a 
man  in  New  York  that  from  the  way  the  fi-h  came 
out  of  the  well  there  must  have  been  millions  of 
them  in  the  stream  below.  The  fish  were  all  alive 
and  perfect  specimens  of  their  kind,  though  lighter 
in  colour  than  fish  in  general,  showing  that  they 
lived  underground.  These  had  probably  been 
spawned  in  the  underground  river  channel,  which  is 
in  all  probability  a  spawning  ground. 

«  ♦  ♦  *  * 

That  larger  fish  did  not  come  up  the  pipe  does 
not  mean  that  there  are  not  larger  ones  in  the 
channel  beneath.  In  the  first  place  the  pipe  or  the 
well  is  comparatively  small  in  diameter,  and  again 
the  well  may  have  struck  near  the  bank  of  the 
underground  stream,  or  the  shallow  water  part, 
where  the  tiny  fish  are  accustomed  to  congregate. 
One  of  the  curious  things  about  this  well  is  that 
there  is  no  stream  for  miles  which  disappears  under- 
ground, and  so  there  seems  to  be  no  way  to  account 
for  the  fish  except  that  they  are  the  inhabitants  of 
a  stream  that  must  run  for  miles  under  the  surface. 
From  the  configuration  of  the  country  the  stream 
may  be  one  that  never  reaches  the  surface  directly, 
but  percolates  through  the  earth  in  many  places  in 
the  form  of  springs. — Pittsburg  Gazette. 


"  Is  Casey  workin'  here  ? "  asked  Finnegan, 
entering  the  quarry  shortly  after  a  blast.  "  He 
was,  but  he  jisht  wint  away,"  repUed  Flanagan,  the 
foreman.  "  Are  ye  expictin'  him  back  ?  "  "  Yes, 
I  suppose  so.  Anyway,  they  do  sa,y,  whativer  goes 
up  musht  come  down." — Philadelphia  Press. 


The  current  Amusement  is  again  distinguished  by 
its  bright  tone,  and  the  genial  spirit  through  all  is 
really  pleasant.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  taking  independent  views  is  very  evident  in 
it,  and,  therefore,  individuality  is  a  decided  charac- 
teristic. Some  smart  criticism  of  concert-agents 
may  be  recommended  to  would-be  public  singers, 
and  the  criticism  looks  like  the  investigation  of  an 
expert.  The  journal,  price  6d.,  is  published  at 
7,  Whitefriars-street,  E.C,  Pbaqnst. 
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Tkc  Smoke  tkat  Satisfies. 

"L  extravagance  de  la  perfection," 

Torftoise-slkell 

MtU.  5cl.  Jjcr  oz.         XV  ^  *  A 
r opu  lar,    2    t*^"^  o*' 


W.  A.  6f  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branck  of  tke  Imtsertal  nTobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  anii 
Ireland)  Ltd..  It>8wick. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.    Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  4J  ozs.  and  upwards 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT  ""M' 


details  of  the  above 
s  losing  sport. 


FuH  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

Our  Sfiecia/ 

"Northumbrian" 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  pints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/-  ;  lift.,  22/-  ;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  16ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/- ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  18ft.,  50/- 

Oup  HototI 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

°"^si:?;^°"  SfOCKINCS  AND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill;  aU  guaranteed. 
TPOUSePS,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market. 

Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout  and  Loch 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Exfiert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "  Anglers' Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 

Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  AJ/TUTOI/""™"^ 

8  &lO,Grai nerer  St.,  Newcastle  on-Tyne. 


WADERS, 


High  Class Rods.FliesandTackle 

ARE  THE  Best  AND  THEREFORE  THE 

Cheapest  inthe  end 


ON  LY 
^  ADDRESS 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK.' 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

w^ar  It -oia- Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3f  inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &c.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLUSTRATJED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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AMEBIC  AN  NOTES. 

*  A  Cause  fob  Wonder. 

The  more  I  see  of  your  river  reports,  which  I 
often  glance  over,  the  greater  becomes  my  surprise 
at  the  numbers  and  varieties  of  fish  taken.  The 
Thames,  particularly,  is  a  wonder,  surrounded  as 
it  is  by  a  dense  population  and  passing  through  a 
city  of  four  million  inhabitants.    Trout  and  pike, 
and  many  species  of  the  fish  you  call  coarse.  How 
can  the  last-named  increase  and  grow  to  any  size 
among  so  many  predatory  neighbours  ?    The  pike 
are  not  small  fish,  they  average  well  up  in  weight, 
and  the  little  fellows  must  bo  .  returned  to  the 
water.    Here  on  this  side,  lakes  or  ponds  inhabited 
by  pickerel  rarely  hold  other  fish  than  members 
of  the  perch  family  and  minnows,  and  our  common 
pond  pickerel,  or  pike,  is  seldom  taken  above  51b. 
or  6lb.    We  have  many  big  pike,  of  course,  in  the 
lakes  and  streams  affected  by  those  fish,  mascalonge, 
great  northern  pike,  blue  pike,  pike-perch,  some- 
times called  salmon  or  lake-salmdn,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  you  will  find  anywhere  in  this  country 
so  many  species  of  common  (or  coarse)  fish  and 
game  fish  hving  in  close  juxtaposition  in  the  same 
water  as  you  have  them  in  England.    What  a 
blessing  this  state  of  affairs  must  be  to  the  poor 
man  and  the  hard-worked  millions  of  London  town. 
The  roach  alone  is  worth  a  million  pounds  per 
annum  in  health  and  pleasure  to  your  country,  as  he 
seems  to  thrive  everywhere,  and  gives  scope  for  that 
skill  and  care  in  his  capture  that  makes  angling  the 
popular  sport  of  the  many.    Our  roach  is  a  pretty 
but  miserably  small  fish,  and  I  do  not  remember 
hearing  of  its  being  fished  for  anywhere  except  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia.    Our  chub  is  very  similar 
to  your  fish  of  the  same  name.   It  affords  fair  sport 
with  grasshopper  bait,  fly -rod  and  light  tackle.  It 
will  take  the  artificial  fly  occasionally,  but  never 
exceeds  31b.  in  weight.    I  never  saw  one  much 
over  21b.    The  common  yellow  perch  of  both 
countries  are  identical,  I  think.    Our  bream  are 
southern  fish.    The  blue  or  copper-nosed  bream  is 
a  fine  fish,  excellent  upon  the  table.    You  are 
without  the  fresh-water  bass  of  either  species,  but 
this,  I  imagine,  could  be  easily  remedied.    The  bass 
fishing  in  our  eastern  and  middle  States  is  in  many 
cases  the  result  of  stocking  or  transplanting.  The 
fine  sport  had  in  the  Potomac  river  and  all  of  its 
tributaries  is  due  to  a  few  matiire  fish  carried  across 
the  Alleghennies  in  the  tender  of  a  locomotive 
engine.    These  were  small  mouth,  the  big  mouth 
bass  were  native  to  the  river.    It  would  scarcely  be 
wise  to  introduce  this  fish  into  your  rivers,  I  think. 
It  is  a  savage  fish  in  some  respects.    If  you  inter- 
view any  old  dweller  upon  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware, he  will  tell  you  how,  before  the  advent  of  the 
small-mouth  bass,  he  could  go  out  at  any  time  and 
catch  a  mess  of  perch  and  pickerel  for  his  family. 
Now  there  are  many  bass,  but  the  season  in  that 
river  -when  they  bite  well  is  short,  and  the  fish 
is  rather  uncertain  at  the  best  of  times.    We  have 
no  barbel,  I  beheve,  the  catfish  might  be  claimed 
as  a  substitute,  perhaps.    We  possess  a  wonderful 
variety  of  edible  fish.    There  is  no  doubt  that  our 
fish  markets  at  least  equal,  if  they  do  not  surpass, 
yours,  but  that  is  not  the  point  at  all.    What  I  am 
thinking  of  and  wondering  at  is  the  number  of 
different  species  found  in  the  same  place  and  appa- 
rently thriving  together  even  when  enemies,  and 
when  one  forms  the  food  of  another  species. 
A  Substitute  fob  Beogues. 
The  Neversink  is  in  spate,  and  at  this  writing 
is  a  wild,  rushing,  roaring  torrent,  pools  are  almost 
obliterated,  and  one  can  hear  the  voice  of  its  tur- 
bulent flood  all  night  long,  if  he  is  not  a  good 
sleeper.    The  wind  blew  cold  from  the  north-west, 
but  the  sun  shone  brightly,  and  I  was  tempted  to 
take  my  old  Hardy  down  to  the  river  and  try  a 
few  casts.    Of  course,  it  was  useless,  but  I  made 
a  valuable  discovery  in  so  doing.    When  donning 
my  waders,  I  saw  that  my  brogues  were  hard  and 
out  of  shape,  but  at  the  same  moment  my  eyes 
fell  upon  a  substitute.    Last  winter  my  fight  rubber 
boots  were  practically  worn  out  as  far  as  the  feet 
were  concerned,  so  I  went  to'  the  country  store  at 
Neversink  and  purchased  a  pair  of  rubber  shoes  to 
go  over  them.    These  shoes  were  what  are  called 
"  Snag-proof  Arctics,"  and  are  very  strong  and 
durable.    This  afternoon  I  put  this  pair  of  Arctics 
on  instead  of  the  regular  wading  shoes,  and  found 
that  they  were  extremely  conifortable,  easier  to 
walk  in,  and  gave  a  good  footing  on  the  rocky 
bottoBi  of  the  itver.    I  am  so  pleased  with  my 


snag-proofs  as  wading  shoes  that  I  intend  to  bring 
them  to  the  attention  of  my  friends  in  the  fishing 
tackle  line  and  see  if  they  will  take  the  matter  up. 
They  might  improve  the  article  a  little  and  place  a 
few  nails  in  the  rough  sole  as  well  as  in  the  heel. 
Arctics  usually  have  a  buckle  at  the  instep  and  are 
easily  put  on  and  taken  off.  Mine  cost  2  dollars 
10  cents  at  a  country  shop  where  things  are  not 
usually  sold  at  a  low  price.  The  rubber  is  very 
solid  and  the  solos  heavy  and  roughened,  to  give  a 
good  footing  on  snow  and  ice.  Some  objections 
may  be  discovered  later,  to  this  new  use  of  Arctics, 
but  I  can  not  now  tliink  of  any  that  appear  probable. 

Is  Spring  Coming  ? 

I  was  greatly  pleased  when  I  heard  the  little 
frogs  and  peepers  so  early  as  April  15,  as  I  presumed 
that  these  creatures  were  instinctively  woatherwise, 
and  that  their  advent  heralded  continued  mild, 
springlike  weather.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that, 
according  to  the  country  wiseacres  and  ancient 
superstition,  peepers  in  Ajjril  foretell  frost  in  May. 
This  is  very  sad  ;  sad  for  us  and  sad  for  the  peeps. 
They  will  have  to  fold  up  their  little  air  bladders, 
or  whatever  the  thing  is  that  they  blow  up  and 
peep  with,  and  go  right  down  into  the  mud  again. 
Peepers,  I  presume  I  should  add,  are  little  toads  ; 
I  prefer  frogs  my.self.  I  do  not  object  to  holding  a 
nice,  clean,  cold  little  frog  in  my  hand,  but  fear  that 
my  childish  belief  that  toads  make  warts  has  never 
been  entirely  eradicated.  -How  such  things  stick 
to  one !  It  makes  me  a  little  uncomfortable, 
even  to  this  day,  when  a  large  piece  of  glass, 
such  as  a  mirror,  is  broken  in  the  house.  I 
tied  half  a  dozen  flies  to-day  that  would  have 
made  the  dry-fly  purist  wecj).  The  hooks  were 
No.  8  old  style,  body  hare's  and  musk  rat's 
fur,  with  a  blue  dun  hackle  from  head  to  tail, 
gold  wire  over  this,  and  a  tag  of  scarlet  ibis,  with 
gold  tip,  one  or  two  turns.  I  was  trying  to  make 
some  kind  of  larva  for  high  water,  which  would  be 
easily  seen,  yet  have  something  remotely  akin  to 
nature  about  it.  Not  a  fly  on  the  water  to-day, 
yet  I  have  seen  small  flies  in  the  air  and  a  large 
black  butterfly  with  white-edged  wings,  upon  a 
mound  of  freshly-dug  earth.  There  is  considerable 
frost  in  the  ground  still.  It  is  said  that  the  maple 
sap  harvest  is  over.  The  sap  ran  for  the  last  time 
during  the  heavy  rain  on  Sunday,  April  15. 

Theodore  Gordon. 


Pfovl&eial  Angling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  meeting  of  tlie  delegates  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  was  called  for  Thursday  evening 
last  (May  10)  at  the  headquarters  to  take  into 
consideration  the  action  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  re  the  permitting  of  the  riparian  owners 
the  privilege  of  netting  the  river  at  all  times  for 
coarse  fish.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  A  lengthy 
discussion  took  place,  all  being  in  favour  of  pre- 
venting the  resolution  passed  at  the  late  Board 
meeting  from  becoming  passed  into  law,  and  it  was 
finally  decided  to  send  a  deputation  to  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whose  sanction  I 
believe  is  necessary  before  the  new  bye-law  can  be 
put  into  force.  It  is  important  that  the  united 
strength  of  not  only  the  Birmingham  and  Provincial 
Associations  but  all  who  are  interested  in  this 
matter  should  co-operate  at  once  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  contemplated  destruction  of  the 
coarse  fish.  There  are  certain  laws  that  will  have 
to  be  rescinded  before  any  netting  can  take  place  in 
the  lower  portions  of  the  river.  A  meeting  of  the 
delegates  of  the  P.A.A.  will  be  held  in  Birmingham 
on  May  26  next,  when  this  important  matter  will 
be  dealt  with.  Trout  fishing  has  been  improving. 
A  fine  Loch  Leven  fish  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Stand- 
fast from  Shustoke  reservoir  last  week  with  the 
March  Brown  fly,  the  fish  weighed  6Jlb.  A  common 
trout  of  the  same  weight  was  taken  from  the  Avon 
at  Leamington  by  Mr.  H.  Johnson.  Very  few  trout 
are  found  in  this  river,  and  this  is  supposed  to  be 
the  largest  fish  known  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  river.  A  few  of  our  fly  fishermen  have  visited 
Lake  Vyrnwy,  and  have  met  with  good  sport.  A 
new  club,  namely,  the  Villa,  of  Villa  St.  Aston,  has 
just  joined  the  B.D.U.A.A.  The  Birmingham  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  are  doing  all  they  can  to  improve 
their  water  on  the  Blythe  at  Hampstill  Redware. 
They  have  just  put  in  a  good  quantity  of  fair-sized 
mixed  trout. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  held  a 
special  meeting  tlie  other  evening  to  arrange  matters 
for  the  season.  The  annual  "  Cutting  "  Challenge 
Cup  Competition  and  Open  Match  was  fixed  for 
Jime  to  take  place  on  the  river  Ancholrae,  at 
Ferriby  Sluice,  a  steamboat  to  leave  the  Victoria 
Pier  at  Hull  on  the  day  in  question  at  2  p.m.  ; 
all  recognised  clubs  in  the  district  being  open  to 
send  teams  of  six  members  each  to  compete  for  the 
cup  and  gold  medals.  The  combined  committees 
of  the  Hull  Preservation  and  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamation  met  on  May  14  to  arrange  matters 
for  the  coming  season  of  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
Fisliery.  The  annual  charity  match  and  challenge 
shield  competition  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amal- 
gamation has  been  fixed  for  July  7  on  the  Ancholme 
at  Ferriby  Sluice.  The  river  Hull  is  now  in  first- 
class  condition  for  operations  either  in  fly  or  bait- 
fishing,  and  in  the  lower  waters,  bottom-fishing  is 
now  much  better  amongst  flounders  and  eels.  The 
members  of  the  Operative  Painters'  Society  hold 
their  first  match  at  Grovehill  on  the  Hull,  on  May  5, 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Bentley,  E.  Dawson,  and  H.  Fielding 
securing  the  first  three  prizes,  and  the  Albemarle 
A.S.|open  their  season  to-day  (Saturday)  at  Hedon 
on  tlie  Burstwick  Drain,  whilst  the  River  Hull 
Association  will  open  their  season  on  the  Hull,  at 
Wilfliolme,  on  Whit  Monday.  A  few  brace  of  nice 
trout  have  been  secured  on  the  Driffield  Canal  during  ■ 
the  past  week. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  past  week  has  been  a  fairly  successful  one  on 
the  streams  about  here,  V)ut  the  greater  portion  of 
them  are  now  on  the  fine  side  for  fly-fishing,  if 
exception  be  taken  to  the  Kent,  which  always  pro- 
vides the  best,  and  most,  trout  fishing  when  on  the 
low  side.  We  are  having  very  changeable  weathet. 
On  Sunday  (May  13),  for  instance,  it  was  hot,  even 
to  oppressiveness,  while  Monday  was  as  though 
March  were  upon  us  again.  At  the  time  of  writing 
(May  Ki)  the  wind  is  blowing  strongly  from  the 
north,  with  cold  showers  and  a  falling  glass.  Trolling 
on  Windermere  is  still  being  pursued  with  more  or 
less  success,  but  whipping  is  still  on  the  poor  side. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  report  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers 
is  providing  subject  matter  for  a  lot  of  conversation. 
Thinking  anglers  disagree  with  the  spirit  of  some  of 
the  leading   officials.    The   unhappy  and  selfish 
policy  of  coarse  fishers  is  a  mistake,  for  example, 
one  water  is  opened  on  May  1  for  coarse  fish,  and 
yet  the  amendment  of  fishery  acts  is  advocated. 
With  a  membership  of  45,000  some  good  ought  to 
be  accomplished,  but  to  decUne  a  levy  of  one  penny 
for  the  purpose  is  not  very  sportsmanlike.  A 
country  rod  reports  good  fishing  in  the  Alyn  at , 
Rossett.    Liverpool   clubs   continue  very  active,  ' 
but  at  Warrington  they  are  still  inactive.    At  f 
Bolton  extensive  arrangements  are  being  made  for  j 
Whitsimtide.     The  Bolhn  is  now  in  good  order, 
and  more  ffies  are  to  be  seen  on  the  water. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Tliere  is  more  activity  in  our  city  clubs,  the 
members  are  at  last  awake  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  middle  of  May.  The  Cheetham  Socials  are 
progressing,  they  have  fixed  two  dates  for  contests 
and  decided  to  offer  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  Last 
Monday  (May  14)  the  Moss  Side  Socials  had  another 
well-attended  meeting,  and  accepted  two  new 
members.  They  open  their  championship  com- 
petition at  Barrow's  Lock.  Prizes  deferred  from 
March  11  will  be  fished  for  in  the  Macclesfield 
waters  of  the  C.P.A.A.  The  George  A.S.  will  fish 
their  first  match  in  their  trout  waters  at  Diggle. 
Encouraging  reports  are  to  hand  from  the  Ardwack 
and  '■  Tweiity  "  A.S.  The  chief  items  of  interest 
is  the  anticipation  and  preparations  for  Whit  week ; 
weather  considerably  improved. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  descended  to  a  very  low  level, 
and  there  is  very  Uttle  to  be  said  as  to  doings 
amongst  trout.  Few  anglers,  in  fact,  have  ventured 
out  owing  to  disturbed  weather  conditions.  On  the 
lower  Dover  Beck  I  hear  that  my  old  friend,  Mr.  W. 
Stansfield,  has  been  getting  sundry  trout,  juso  the 
last  thing  at  night.  Odd  fish  are  also  said  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  Fiskerton  district.  Last  Saturday 
(May  12)  two  or  three  prominent  members  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society  strolled  over  the  Shardlow 
waters,  and  were  delighted  to  see  numbers  of  barbel 
"  pitching  "  in  the  streams.  Their  presence  was, 
perhaps,  due  to  the  day— very  warm  and  muggy. 
Shardlow  holds  huge  quantities  of  barbel,  and 
prospects  for  the  ensuing  season  are  all  that  could 
be  desired.    The  boat-using  concession  is  boiond  to 
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be   atteuded   with   happy    results.    Two  stttuiicl 
advocates  of  the  angUng  cause  have,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  recently  passed  away  in  Sir  Robert  Bromley 
Bart.,  of  Stoke  Hall ;  and  Mr.  John  Tomlinson,  o 
Nottingham.  The  latter  was  a  great  personal  friend 
of  the  late  Mr.  T.  Wood,  who  rented  the  King's  Mills 
fishery  for  many  years.  He  was  most  successful  witl 
the  pike  rod. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  nice  fish  have  been  creeled  with  the  fly 
The  bottom  fishermen  have  also  done  well.  Mr 
Hayes  took  four  and  a  half  brace  with  the  worm 
Mr.  Davies  three  brace.  Mr.  J.  Lewis  and  Mr.  C 
Caswell  three  and  a  lialf  brace,  Jlr.  Martin  Perks 
Thi-ift  and  Stokes  had  several  brace,  and  a  yoimg 
angler  took  a  beautiful  fish  1  lb.  12oz.,  the  worm 
being  the  bait  used.  Several  others  did  well 
Tliere  was  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  A.  A.  held  at  the  York 
House  Inn  on  May  15,  to  discuss  the  new  bye-law 
passed  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  at  their  late 
meeting,  Mr.  W.  Bridges  being  in  the  chair,  and  the 
said  bj-e-law  sanctioning  the  use  of  small-meshed  nets 
for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  Severn  of  coarse  fish 
was  strongly  condemned  by  every  member  present 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  improved  weather  and  conditions  dependent 
upon  it  were  apparent  in  the  better  reports  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  which  showed  the  anglers  for 
trout  had  not  in  all  cases  returned  with  empty 
creels.  The  freshets  had  worked  wonders,  and  the 
'warmth  between  the  showers  stimulated  the 
hatching  of  the  flies  and  tempted  the  wily  fish  to 
approach  the  surface  of  the  streams.  Fly-fishers 
did  fairly  well  towards  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
the  worm  and  the  minnow  were  not  so  freely  resorted 
to.  This  week,  however,  opened  with  Arctic 
weather,  and  consequently  a  damper  was  placed 
un  the  spirits  of  early  summer  fishers. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  against  angling 
i  iid  sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation  at  the 
iiic'jority  of  places.  Salmon  have,  however,  been 
ri:*ing  better,  and  us  the  weather  is  improving  from 
an  angling  point  of  view  at  time  of  writing,  the 
outlook  for  the  next  few  daj's  is  decidedly  good, 
as  far  as  salmon  and  brown  trout  are  concerned 
at  the  principal  fishing  centres.  Sea-trout  do  not 
appear  much  sport  anywhere,  but  it  is  only  now 
that  those  latter  fish  are  beginning  to  run  at  many 
places.  Sea-angling  has  been  principally  to  pollack, 
uad  sport  has  been  good  very  often  along  the  Cork 
uiid  Kerry  shores  and  along  the  Connaught  coast 
A  meeting  of  the  Cork  A. A.  was  held  last  week, 
\i  hen  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  was  read.  It 
u  us  decided  to  hold  a  fly-casting  tournament  in  the 
rity  during  the  summer  months,  and  arrangements 
ure  being  made  to  have  a  trout -fishing  competition 
iirrionj/  the  members  of  the  association  towards  the 
(  li)se  of  the  season.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Cork  Fishej  y 
I  ijiiservators  held  last  week  the  secretary  (Mr. 
Hiennan)  presented  his  monthly  report,  from  which 
It  appeared  that  the  total  number  of  illegal  drift 
iirt.-^seized  during  the  month  was  sixty-nine. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  weather  was  not  at'all  favourable  in  tlie  past 
ueek,  the  cold  winds  being  against  the  pursuit  of 
tlje  gentle  art.  The  Belfast  A. A.  is  losing  a  valued 
\  ice-president  in  Major-General  F.  S.  F.  Stokef, 
«ho  has  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Infantry  Brigade  at  Gibraltar,  and  leaves  Belfast 
!  >r  there  about  the  end  of  the  month.  The  half- 
rly  meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of  Conser- 

tors  was  held  recently  in  Coleraine.  Some  corre- 
spondence with  the  Fishery  Department  was  read 
in  connection  with  the  grant  of  £100,  in  which  the 
latter  informed  the  Board  that  the  money  could 
only  be  used  for  the  protection  of  the  rivers  during 
the  spawning  season.  A  resolution  was  passed 
protesting  against  the  increasing  use  of  drift  nets 
on  the  north-west  coast,  and  recommending  certain 
K.f^-laws  limiting  their  operations  and  length.  A 

nmunication  was  read  from  the  P^iaheries  Depart- 
.i.'  iit.  Fishmongers'  Hall,  London,  re  a  consignment 
of  unclean  salmon  from  Toome,  and  the  Board 
intimated  it  would  assist  if  the  Hall  would  bear  the 
■  -ts  of  prosecution.  A  resolution  to  reduce  the 
iice  on  the  eel  draft  net  was  defeated.  Some 

|j'jrts  on  river  pollution  w<;re  read. 


One  day  a  little  boy  went  to  school  with  very 
dirty  hands,  and  the  teacher  said  to  him  :  "  Jamie, 
I  wish  you  would  not  come  to  school  with  your 
hands  stjiled  that  way.  What  would  you  say  if  I 
carne  to  school  with  dirty  hands  ?  "  "I  wouldn't 
say  anything,"  was  the  prompt  reply.  '  I'd  be 
too  polite." — Judge. 


Jlssociatiotts,  etc. 

Anolers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  oi 
Monday  (May  21)  at  8  p.m.  The  new  tickets  are  now 
ready  for  issue.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  past  year 
together  with  the  application  forms  for  tickets 
have  been  issued.  An  early  application  will  ensure 
an  early  delivery  of  the  privileges.  —  R.  G 
Woodruff. 

-  Anglers'  ,  Benevolent  Society. 
Tlie  prizes  won  in  the  recent  competition  a 
Rye  House  will  be  distributed  on  Monday,  May  28 
at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance-street,  Shoreditch 
on  which  occasion  a  smoking  concert  will  be  given, 
commencing  at  8  p.m. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley 
road.  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting  on  May  9  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was  in 
the  chair.  Five  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
membership.  It  was  decided  to  place  the  catering 
arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  on  June  14  in 
the  hands  of  our  host  (Mr.  Councillor  Sparks) ;  a 
successful  evening  is  therefore  assured.  Mr.  Barnes 
reported  that,  on  May  6,  besides  the  two  small 
trout  previously  mentioned,  he  also  caught  and 
returned  a  pretty  little  fish  of  1  lb.  o  joz.  Mr.  Sage 
also  had  a  small  one  (returned).  Mr.  Barnes  pre- 
sided at  a  committee  meeting  on  May  10,  when 
the  revision  of  the  rules  was  begun.  In  the  Hare- 
field  section  of  the  society's  water  on  May  13,  Mr, 
Metz  had  and  returned  two  small  trout  ;  a  few 
good  perch  also  were  taken  spirming  and  put  back 
Shoals  of  fine  roach,  etc.,  were  to  be  seen,  which 
augurs  well  for  the  ensuing  season.  Will  members 
who  require  Anglers'  i\ssociation  privilege  tickets 
kindly  commimicate  with  the  secretary  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  they  may  be  procured,  and  will 
members  please  support  the  A.B.S.  by  ordering 
membership  tickets. — E.  B 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  vcy  pleasant  and  well-attended  meeting  was 
held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  May  15,  Mr.  A.  Li. 
Merritt  presiding.  Reports  of  fishing  were  scarce 
however,  there  had  ijeen  several  good  catches  at 
Southend,  amongst  them  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  taking 
lO^^lb.  of  plaice.  A  gentleman  previously  proposed 
was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  there  being  also 
several  applications  with  a  view  to  membersliip 
The  hon.  sec.  reported  result  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board,  held  the  previous  week, 
which  seems  to  have  laid  to  rest  the  very  unsatis 
factory  Lea  Valley  scheme.  It  is  very  disquieting, 
however,  for  anglers  to  learr  that  the  proposed 
sewage  arrangements  had  the  strong  support  of  the 
Lea  Conservancy,  whose  principal  concern  appears 
to  be  with  the  mere  navigation  of  the  stream  by 
barges.  The  contemplated  outing  to  Leigh  on 
Thursday,  May  17.  having  been  alluded  to,  mention 
was  also  made  of  the  trovit  competition  (roving)  o^i 
19th  and  20th — M'eek-end  competition — also  to  the 
Bohemian  concert,  special  ladies'  night,  on  May  29, 
when  it  is  expected  there  will  be  a  very  larie  atten- 
dance. After  con.'  iderable  discussion  of  terms  upon 
which  a  C.L.P.S.  challenge  cup  shall  be  provided 
and  competed  for,  the  society  toast  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceed- 
ings.—Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  presided  over  a  very  pleasant 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last  (May  15).  Amongst  the 
correspondence  was  a  letter  received,  giving  infor- 
mation relating  to  what  is  apparently  some  good 
free  fishing  in  North  Whales.  This  information  is  at 
the  ser\-ice  of  members,  upon  application  to  the 
hon.  secretary.  Some  capital  reports  were  received 
from  members  who  had  visited  Chesham.  Tliere  is 
an  excellent  head  of  water,  the  stream  is  in  capital 
order,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  freely.  One 
member  had  ten  brace  of  trout  in  a  two  days'  visit, 
hut  most  of  these  were,  of  course,  returned.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunder.-<  had  eight  trout,  his  best  fish  going  21b.  loz., 
and  six  others  scaling  over  1  lb.  each.  Mr.  Gill 
took  seven  ;  Mr.  Salmond,  eight  ;  Mr.  Eldred,  two 
brace  ;  whilst  others  have  had  smaller  catches.  The 
March  Hrown  accounted  for  several  good  fish, 
pale  Yellow  Duns,  the  Iron  Blue,  and  Greenwell's 
Glory  also  being  successful  lures.  Members  are  again 
reminded  that  a  report  of  the  fish  they  capture, 
whether  returned  to  the  water  or  not,  should  be 
entered  in  the  book  kept  at  the  Black  Horse,  or 
forwarded  to  the  hon.  secretary  at  headquarters. 
From  a  report  r'eceived  later  members  would  pro- 
bably find  that  an  hour  spent  on  the  upper  water 
would  possibly  yield  satisfactory  results,  as  some 
very  fine  fish  are  moving  in  that  stretch. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagela  presided  at  tht*  meeting  on 
May  16,  when  arrangements  were  completed  for  the 


thirty-eighth  annual  dinner,  which  will  take  filaco 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel  on  May  23.  Receptiou 
in  the  Piscatorial  Room  at  7.30  p.m. ;  dinner  served 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Philip  Goen  has  kindly  consented 
to  preside  ;  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  to  <jccupy  the  vice- 
chair.  The  musical  arrangements  will  be  imder  the 
direction  of  our  talented  member,  Mr.  A.  C.  Chap- 
man. Some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  from  the 
club  water  this  week,  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill 
securing  the  best,  weighing  1  lb.  7Joz.,  with  a  small 
Wickham.  Arrangements  can  now  be  made  at  any 
of  our  meetings  for  instruction  in  fly  fishing,  several 
members  having  expressed  their  willingness  to 
attend  the  club  water  to  render  assistance  and 
instruction  to  their  less  expert  club-mates. — G.  R. 

HoLLOwAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  general  meeting  on 
May  15,  when  we  got  through  an  extremely  large 
agenda.  Mr.  O.  S.  Gardner,  owing  to  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  H.  C.  Martin,  was  elected  hon.  sec.  The 
following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  members  : — 
Messrs.  R.  Anderson,  W.  Nodes,  H.  Woodcock, 
Johns,  Treadaway,  Norman,  and  Neathercote. — 
O.  S.  G. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  Bradford  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting.  The  most  important  catch  recorded  was 
that  of  a  handsome  trout  of  31b.  8oz.,  taken  in  a 
private  part  of  the  Colne  by  the  popular  president, 
Mr.  Horace  Brown.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  creeled  a 
brace  of  trout  on  the  Lambourn  with  the  Pale  Olive, 
and  in  preserved  water  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  an  inte- 
resting day's  fishing,  though  his  bag  was  not  a  heavy 
one.  From  the  Kennet  there  was  no  news,  and  at 
Uxbridge  trout  fishing  had  been  quiet. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ramsgate  and  District  Association. 

At  a  competition  on  May  12  on  the  Marina  Wall, 
Mr.  H.  Smith  captured  a  4lb.  bass.  A  goodly 
number  of  flatfish  and  eels  were  also  taken,  but 
they  run  rather  small.  Mr.  David  Pine  had  a  fine 
lot  of  fish  on  May  13. — Black  Bass. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

Our  members  have  been  enjoying  splendid  sport 
in  their  private  water  during  the  past  week,  three 
fine  trout  having  been  taken,  Mr.  T.  Anthony,  one 
of  (ilb.  4oz.  (which  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams  to  be  mounted),  Mr.  Post  one  of  31b.  14oz., 
and  Mr.  Rodber  one  of  31b.  2oz.,  also  two  under- 
sized, which  were  returned.  The  society  have  had 
a  most  successful  season,  and  have  finished  with  a 
substantial  balance  at  the  bank.  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on 
Monday  next  (May  21);  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac,  president, 
will  take  the  chair. — A.  E.  J. 


WESTMEATH  LAKES. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  and  Rivers  Inny  and  Brosna  Fish  Preser- 
\'ation  Society  was  held  in  the  County  Court  House, 
MuUingar,  on  May  10,  Major  Purdon  (chairman) 
presiding.  Several  letters  from  members  were  read 
regretting  their  inability  to  be  present  at  the  meeting, 
and  a  large  amount  of  correspondence  in  connection 
with  the  business  and  working  of  the  society  was 
also  read,  and  discussed  by  the  meeting.  '  Mi-. 
Thomas,  assistant  hon.  secretary,  then  presented 
his  twenty-first  annual  report,  which  was  hstened  to 
with  considerable  interest,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  circulated. 

Very  deep  regret  was  expressed  on  account  of 
the  recent  death  of  the  hon.  secretary,  Major  John 
C.  Grant,  who  was  connected  with  the  society  from 
its  inception,  and  who  was  practically  the  foimder 
of  the  association. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — Tliat 
this  meeting  of  the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preser- 
vation Society  having  learned  of  the  death  of  Major 
John  C.  Grant,  for  many  years  hon.  secretary  in 
connection  with  the  association,  desire  to  "bear 
willing  testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  was  always 
foremost  in  furthering  Ijy  every  means  in  his  power 
the  interests  of  fish  preservation,  and  that  he  took 
a  lively  and  active  part  in  advancing  the  aims  and 
objects  of  the  society.  We  beg  to  convey  ovu'  very 
deep  sympathy  to  jlrs.  Grant  and  family  in  their 
great  sorrow  and  bereavement,  and  direct  that  this 
esolution  be  placed  on  the  minutes  ;  also  that  a 
copy  of  same  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Grant." 

Major  Purdon  was  unanimously  re-elected  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Robert  Dowries  (chairman  of  the 
We.stmeath  County  Coimcil)  was  re-elected  vice- 
chairman  ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas  was  elected  hon. 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  other  officers  were 
re-elected,  and  a  strong  and  influential  committee 
was  appointed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 
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NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Ardarat  Co,  Doner/al. 

Finest  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in 
Nofth  of  Ireland,  which  includes  up- 
wards of  16  lakes,  with  boats,  and  four 
rivers  free,  with  two  larger  salmon  rivers, 
for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  6s.  per  day 
per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  the  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
makes  it  a  fine  centre  for  visiting  the 
most  interesting  parts,  some  of  which 
lie  in  close  proximity.  Golf  Links  and 
Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards. 
Terms  moderate. — Apply 
 NEIL  McNELIS. 

"  And  here  and  there  a  liixty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  {iraijliinj." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Uuder  entirely  New  MiiDaKemeiit.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Qrayling: 

Fishingfon  the  River Teme.  lueliisive Terms 
from  2}  Guineas  per  week.— Kor  UieTeiilmry  Swim 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thoma.s  E.  Banks,  Manager. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  milea  o(  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  lie  ttot  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  enaise  Hah — Pike, 
Koach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettie.st  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  MaKue, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Htar  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  mil  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (five  miles).  Cjirj  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Fkke.  Tariff 
very  moderate.   T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Tpout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

BASSENTHWAITE  LAKE 

CUMBERLAND. 

YE  PHEASANT  HOTEL. 

Well  Stocked  Waters,  4  miles  in  length, 
1  mile  in  breadth.  Trout,  Perch,  Pike, 
and  Salmon  Fishing.  Every  comfort 
and  accommodation. —  Write  for  illus- 
trated descriptive  booklet,  post  free. 

W.  W.  REA,  Proprietor. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unetiualleti  foi*  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting',  Maclcerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  A.  Rov^ELL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth ;  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  RossELi,, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 
SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


WANTED. 


SALMON  FLY-DRESSERS. 

Apply  to 

Messrs.  HARDY  BROTHERS, 
ALNWICK. 


LOUGH  MASK  HOTEL, 

CLOGHBRACK,  CLONBUR, 

Co.  GALWAY. 

Newly  built  and  furnished.  Within 
200  yards  of  Lough  Mask  and  30 
minutes'  drive  of  The  Corrib.  Cars, 
boats,  and  experienced  boatmen  always 
available,  and  tariff  reasonable. 

Manageress. 


X.OX7G-XX 

Oughterard,  County  Galway. 
TO  BE  LET  for  any  term  from  May  to  October, 
FrRNI.SHED  HOUSE,  containing  Si.x  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  Two  Sitting   Rooms. — Monaghan, 
Oughterard. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE  OUSE. 

FOUR  MILBS  OF  FISHING 

in  tlie  River  Oiise,  between  Ely  and  Littleport ; 
ami  about  a  Mile  in  the  River  Larlv  at  Ely. 
(food  Coarse  Fisliing,  water  preserved  and 
keeper  employed.  Ticl<ets,  f>K.  for  the  season 
(exclusive  of  Spinning  for  Pike  or  Perch).  In- 
cluding Pike  Fi.'<hing,  7».  Arrangements  will 
be  made  with  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Coni- 
j)any  for  reduced  fares  from  London.  Names 
and  addresses  of  applicants  to  Jish  must  be  sent 
to  us  for  submission  to  the  Kishery  Committee, 
envelopes  to  be  marked  "  Fishery."  Season 
commences  16th  June.  Plain  copies  of  Rules 
can  be  obtained  of  us,  but  every  Ticket-holder 
will  have  to  purchase  a  bound  copy  of  the  Rules 
when  a  Ticket  is  issued  to  him. 
H.  &  G.  L.  ARCHER,  Solicitors,  Ely.Cambs., 
Clerks  to  the  South  Level  Drainage  and 
Navigation  Commissionert. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4  J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manager, 
ICKLEFORD  Fishery,  Hitchin. 


HAlVfP  SHIRE 

(In  the  Valley  of  the  Test). 

TO   LET,  FURNISHED, 

By  the  year,  a  sixteenth  century  timbered 
FARM  HOUSE,  with  a  right  of  Fishing  on 
Bransbury  Common.  The  House,  which  has 
just  been  entirely  renovated,  contains  three 
sitting  rooms,  four  bed  rooms,  and  dressing 
room,  kitchen,  scullery,  and  larders.  There  are 
a  two-stall  stable  and  coachman's  house.  An 
acre  of  Meadow  Land  could  be  Let  with  the 
house. — For  particulars  apply  to  Campbell 
Wade,  Solicitor,  4,  St.  Helen's  Place.  E.C.,  or 
R.  F.  Woodcock,  Surveyor,  Lythe  Hill  Farm, 
Haslemere. 


TROUT^SHERY. 

Will  any  Gentleman  disposed  to  take  Shares 
with  a  \-iew  to  developing  a  Fishery  near 
London  in  connection  with  an  old  estab- 
lished Trout  Faiin  communicate  with 
"Sportsman."  121.  Auckland  Road,  Upper 
Norwood  'i   Or  Trout  Farm  might  be  Sold. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wil.  reach  American  anglers  by  advertisiui; 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon. 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
POREIQN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 

23,  Finch    Lane   ftArnh'l'  Londov 

ADDRESS  

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.2S  each. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


With  more  or  leBs  frequency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  Chisel, 
or  Screw  Driver,  and  this  outllt  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  beinK  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocket 
Book,  4i  X  3i  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carrying 
it  in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  for 
immediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office,  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile ;  on 
the  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  around  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  firmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  in  a  second. 

Sent  post  free  for  money  order  for  10s.  to  any 
address  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

C.  W.  BURTON,  GRIFFITHS  A  CO. 

Ludgate  Square,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.G. 


FOR  SAJ^E. 
REA  LBA  RGAINS. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  'I'lickle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  WORCESTER. 

First-clasn  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  EVESHAM. 

First-class  Retail  F'ishing  Tackle  15usiness,  Stock 
and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER. 
For  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  .Iambs 

Aston.  Accountant,  6,  Millsboro  Road,  Redditch. 


CHAMOIS  LEATHER. 
RICHARD  WHEATLEY  &  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Manufacturers, 

93,  SPENCER  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM, 

Can  supply  Chamois  Leather,  ■warranted 
free  from  deleterious  matter ;  every  skin 
marked  as  under : — 


WARRANTED  HON  DELETERIOUS. 
Wholesale  and  Shipping  only. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lanoewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lisln  oyi  application. 


Sample  perpoit 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF.  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisherios' 
nxbibitlon,  1883. 
Gold  Medal,  Capetown,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  Ac. 
84l.|  ed.,  1/-,  1/8  ru  BOX. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York 


AnRlers  wiahinK'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing:  the  Oam,  Oiise,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVEKTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

AddreM:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Cast  yonr  Eyun  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  In  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  MaterialB  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  Ail  Casuaities  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

y^o  Medical  JEoeamination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SJIITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Wateploo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurahcb  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  thj  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  iosuraoce  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
iNStTRANCK  COMPANY,  LTD.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  dtc.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-<lre8ser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.   pjtxcE  ZISTS  JPBBB. 
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iflotcs  from  i^e  Woxl^. 


There  was  a  decided  improvement  in  angling 
quarters  all  over  the  Xorth  last  week.  Every  day, 
from  Monday  till  Saturday,  brought  more  cheering 
news  of  captures  than  the  other,  till  on  Saturday 
sport  was  about  as  good  as  it  has  been  this  spring. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  V.  Du  had  three  that  day  on 
Braemar  ;  Messrs.  Hardie,  Warner,  Blackock,  two 
and  three  each,  on  Abo>Tie  reaches  ;  Mr.  Meakin, 
six  to  his  own  rod,  at  Bridge  of  Park  ;  and  Captain 
Ewen,  three  on  the  Middle  Drum  water. 


~  ime  lovely  grUse  were  on  the  Aberdeen  Market 
slalis  last  week,  and  although  few  in  numbers,  are 
remarkably  heavy  in  weight,  scaling  up  to  41b. 

F  The  smolts  are  just  now  crowding  the  tidals.  The 
coal-fish  are  now  taking  the  place  of  the  kelt  as 
the  "  guardian  angel  "  of  the  departing  baby  salar. 
One  "  coahe  "  of  about  141b.  can  "  do  "  for  abovit 
eighty  smolts  per  hour. 

Dr.  Impey  (South  Africa)  has  been  making  some 
good  baskets  of  trout  on  the  Don  at  Kintore,  but 
no  clean  salmon  as  yet,  only  kelts.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Cos  Dyce,  however,  had  three  fine  fish  on  Pit- 
medden  all  on  one  day  lately — all  heavy  fish. 


Mr.  Souter  had  twenty  fine  finnock  on  the  Dee  on 
Friday  (May  11).  They  are  showing  up  plump  and 
fine  of  about  8oz.  or  lOoz.  weight  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
and  Ythan  ;  but  scale  about  Jib.  on  the  last-named 
stream.  Spect.a^l  Scotch. 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  following  reports  have  come  from  the  various 
districts  for  this  week  : — Namsen  district,  river  big 
the  whole  of  last  week  ;  Trondhjem  district,  rivers 
in  flood ;  Bergen  district,  mild,  rivers  rising ; 
Mandal  district,  warm,  river  big.  Fresh-rim  fish 
have  been  caught  on  the  Etne  and  Undal  all  last 
week  by  rod,  and  are  being  caught  by  the  nets  on  the 
coast.  Taking  these  reports  again  collectively,  the 
appearance,  to  my  idea,  is  extremely  favourable  ; 
it  is  of  great  benefit  that  there  should  be  a  decent- 
sized  flood  in  May  ;  this  freshens  up  the  salt  water 
in  the  fjords,  and  is  sure  to  entice  fish  towards  the 
coast.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  look  upon  the 
present  reduction  of  the  snow  stock  as  serious,  as  it 
i'^  principally  in  the  valleys  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
irhood  of  the  rivers  that  this  snow  is  melting  ; 
liigher  mountains  will  still' retain  the  enormotas 
quiintities  congregated  there.  I  therefore  think  that 
the  prospects  of  a  fairly  early  season  are  good  on  the 
whole. — Jajies  Dowell,  Lumley  House. 


P.EPORTS  RE  RIYERS  IN  NORWAY. 


From  Bachke  ano  Co.,  Trondhjem,  May  9. 

In  reply  to  your  inqiury,  we  beg  to  inform  you 
that  the  rivers  are  now  full  of  water,  and  the 
salmon  fishing  can  be  expected  to  commence  first 
week  in  June.  ITiere  has  been  mild  weather  lately, 
and  the  snow  is  now  going  fast,  and  if  the  mild 

iither  continues  the  salmon  fishing  can  no  doubt 
imence  first  week  in  June. 
JrKOM  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansund,  N.,  May  9. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  I  received  the  latest  news 
from  Sundalen  last  week,  saying  that  the  spring 
flood  looks  to  be  extremely  good,  owing  to  the  deep 
ice  in  the  ground  and  much  snow  on  the  top  of  the 
mountains.  If  mild  weather  sets  in  the  salmon 
will  appear  as  early  this  season  as  usual. 

From  Ole  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  May  8. 
I  have  pleasure  in  giving  you  the  following 
further  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  rivers 
and  prospects  of  the  coming  fishing  season  : — 

There  is  hardly  any  change  as  to  the  stock  of 
snow,  the  few  days  of  mild  weatlier  that  we  had 
at   Ea.ster  only  melted  the  snow  in  the  valleys, 
whereas  the  snow  on  the  higli  moimtains,  which 
rn.ike  the  reservoir  for  the  summer,  still  lies  thick 
before.    In  some  places,  the  Lister  and  Man- 
■t  amt,  for  instance,  there  is  even  more  snow  on 
■  mountains  than  there  -was  before  as  the  rain 
ich  has  been  falling  there  in  April  was  cold,  and 
curie  down  as  snow  on  the  mountains,  but  such 
late  fallen  snow  never  lasts  long  because  it  is  not 
well  packed,  and  will  therefore  melt  rapidly  as  soon 
I    «8  the  warm  weather  sets  in.    On  the  whole, 
throughout  the  country,  the  rivers  are  well  provided 
for  the  season  as  far  as  water  melting  from  the 
I   snow  on  the  mountains  is  concerned,  and  it  looks 
as  if  the  season  would  just  be  an  ordinary  one. 
\   On  the  early  rivers  tenants  should  begin  fishing 


from  middle  to  May  20,  and  on  the  other  rivers  first 
week  in  June,  whereas  up  north  (Nordland)  only 
end  of  Jtme.  > 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavanger,  May  10. 
In  the  Stavanger  Aftenblad  appeared  recently  an 
article,  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  a 
translation,  trusting  it  will  Vjo  of  interest  to  your 
clients.  "  It  appears  good  salmon  fishing  may  be 
expected  this  season,  if  not,  all  tokens  fail.  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  first  requirement  is  an  abundance 
of  snow  in  the  mountains,  so  that  in  case  of  drought 
there  shall  be  no  lack  of  water  in  the  rivers.  Tho 
quantity  of  snow  is  of  great  importance  to  the 
sportsman.  This  the  Enghshmen  well  know,  and 
take  into  consideration  when  making  their  con- 
tracts for  the  season.  The  time  has  now  arrived 
when  they  decide  on  their  places  of  residence  for 
the  summer,  and  it  should  be  made  known  to  the 
Enghsh  fishermen  that  there  is  more  snow  this 
year  in  the  high  mountains  of  Western  Norway 
than  people  remember  to  have  seen  during  their 
lifetime." 

From  F.  Reinhardt  and  Co.,  Christiansand,  S., 
May  10. 

Tliere  is  nothing  fresh  to  report.  The  spring  has 
been  cool  and  rainy,  and  there  is  still  more  snow 
than  usual  in  the  mountains,  so  there  is  every 
prospect  that  the  water  supply  in  the  rivers  will 
be  very  good  this  year  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
summer. — Thos.  Wilson,  Sons  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


FISH  POISONING  BY  A  FARMER. 

The  Lancaster  County  Bench  recently  fined 
William  Bateman,  a  well-known  shorthorn  breeder, 
Beaumont  Grange,  Lancaster,  £2  10s.  and  costs  for 
polluting  Beaumont  Beck,  a  tributary  of  the  River 
Lune,  and  thereby  killing  several  trout,  eels,  etc. 
On  April  13  defendant  let  three  carts  of  liquid 
manure  escape  from  his  yard,  and  it  entered  the 
beck,  causing  the  death  of  many  fish,  including  trout, 
which  use  the  stream  for  spawning.  The  Lune 
Fishery  Board  were  the  prosecutors,  and  the  defence 
was  an  elaborate  one — that  the  liquid  could  not 
reach  the  stream,  but  went  in  another  direction. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  Fish."— Some  Queries. — If  you  will  write  to 
Mr.  Chas.  Fowler,  South  Bank,  Chichester,  he  will 
do  what  he  can  for  you. 


letters  to  the  lEbitor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  ex;pressed  by  our  Correspondents.'\ 


WELL-MENDED  KELTS  AND  CLEAN  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Cases  of  well-mended  kelts  being 
mistaken  for  clean  fish  are  becoming  more  numerous 
every  year.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  a  very  slight 
difference  between  a  very  well-mended  kelt  and  a 
clean  fish.  As  a  rule,  a  kelt  fights  more  lazily  than 
a  clean-run  salmon,  and  very  seldom  jumps.  A  kelt 
is  much  clearer  and  brighter  than  a  clean-run 
fish,  has  a  large  head,  and  is  thin  about  the  tail. 
I  have  often  wondered  why  the  law  prevents  kelts 
from  being  taken.  On  the  one  hand,  by  taking  a 
clean  fish  full  of  roe,  one  is  not  only  killing  the  fish 
itself,  but  all  its  young  also.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  it  were  allowable,  one  wovild  be  only  killing  but 
one  fish — namely,  the  much-despised  kelt,  which, 
very  often,  can  give  quite  as  much  or  even  more 
sport  than  its  much-esteemed  neighbour,  the  clean 
fish.  The  following  experiences  concerning  kelts 
may  interest  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
On  April  13,  IG,  and  17  I  went  trout-fishing  on  the 
Tweed.  On  April  13,  just  as  I  was  about  to  stop 
fishing,  I  hooked  and  landed  a  nice  grilse  weighing 
5^1b.  As  I  was  using  very  fine  drawn  gut,  most  of 
it  being  5x,  the  fish  took  fully  half-an-hour  to  kill. 
I  may  also  state  that  I  had  only  fifteen  yards  of 
thin  silk  line,  and  as  my  reel  stopped  working  about 
five  minutes  after  hooking  the  fish,  I  had  a  pretty 
lively  time  of  it. 

On  April  10  I  used  stronger  gut,  but  still  the 
same  reel,  and  same  amount  of  line.  With  my  fiist 
cast  with  the  minnow  I  unexpectedly  hooked  a 
salmon,  and  almost  immediately  after  doing  so, 
my  reel  again  gave  way.  Consequently  I  was  again 
obliged  to  run  a  fish  without  a  reel,  and,  judging 
from  the  way  in  which  it  (the  fish)  rushed  into 
rough  and  surging  water,  I  felt  sure  it  was  a  clean- 
run  fish.  Time  passed  on,  and,  after  a  most 
exciting  tussle,  lasting  an  hour  and  three-quarters, 
the  fish,  which  was  between  121b.  and  141b.,  in  the 
best  of  condition  and  exactly  like  a  clean  spring 
salmon,  was  landed.  Two  water-bailiffs,  who  had 
watched  the  proceedings,  pronounced  the  fish  to 


bo  a  well-mended  kelt,  and  so  it  was  returned  to 
tho  water. 

On  April  17,  whilst  fishing  for  trout,  I  again 
unexpectedly  hooked  a  salmon,  and,  strangely 
enough,  my  reel  gave  way  for  a  third  time.  I  had 
a  most  exciting  time,  as  on  several  occasions  my 
fifteen  yards  of  line  were  all  taken  out,  and  was 
often  obliged  to  wade  up  to  tho  waist  in  icy  cold 
water  that  I  might  follow  my  fish.  However,  inside 
twenty-five  minutes  I  managed  to  land  my  fiwh. 
He  proved  to  bo  a  very  firm  and  well-mended  kelt, 
weighing  13|lb.  Now,  these  facts  having  been 
stated,  does  it  not  seem  strange  that,  firstly,  1 
should  have  hooked  three  fish  most  unexpectedly 
when  trout  fishing ;  secondly,  on  all  three  occa- 
sions my  reel  should  cease  to  work  ;  thirdly,  the 
second  fish,  which  was  about  the  same  weight  as 
the  third,  should  take  an  hour  and  three-quarters 
to  kill  ;  fourthly,  my  line  (of  which  there  was  only 
fifteen  yards)  should  not  become  ravelled  as  I 
pulled  it  through  the  rod  rings,  and  allowed  it 
to  hang  loose. — Yours  truly, 

W.  SoRLEY  Brown. 


WELL-MENDED  KELTS  AND  CLEAN  FISH. 

Deah  Sir, — "  W.  A."  should  examine  the  gills, 
the  belly  line,  and  the  scales  when  in  doubt  as  to  the 
kelt  or  clean  stage  of  the  fish,  in  addition  to  the  most 
important  test,  as  you  say,  of  the  vent.  The  kelt  has 
a  flatness  between  the  pectoral  and  ventral  fins  that 
is  not  seen  in  a  clean  fish.  I  have,  personally,  fancied 
that  kelt  this  year  have  fought  very  strongly  indeed. 
W2823,  1.5-^lb.,  hen,  39in.,  gave  my  arms  a  good 
half-hour's  strain  before  I  got  her  in  for  a  friend  to 
tail ;  three  times  did  she  run  15  yards  and  break 
clean,  though  I  laid  on  all  I  knew  with  a  17ft.  split 
cane  Farlow  that  I  was  trying  for  a  friend,  and  an 
almost  unbreakable  cast.  I  very  rarely  find  a  pound 
a  minute  exceeded,  with,  gafi  of  course,  preferring 
a  "  short  Hfe  and  a  merry  one."  If  you  have  to  lose 
your  fish,  get  it  over  quick,  and  catch  another  in  that 
valuable  ten  minutes. — Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Proctee. 


FISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — To  oblige  my  friends  who  ask  me 
occasionally,  "  Where  can  I  get  decent  river  trout 
fishing  in  Scotland  ?  "  (a  question  I  find  very  hard 
to  answer  nowadays),  I  resolved,  this  year,  to  cut 
out  any  river  reports  which  seemed  worth  pre- 
serving and  to  paste  them  at  the  end  of  an  old 
fishing  diary  where  are  many  more,  most  of  them 
now  quite  unreliable,  because  out  of  date. 

In  the  angling  column  of  the  Daily  Scotsman  my 
attention  was  riveted  by  the  following,  headed — 

"  The  Tay. — From  Callander  and  Trossachs  Hydro- 
pathic, on  Wednesday  {i.e.,  May  9,  1906),  Colonel 
Scott  had  fifty-three  trout,  weighing  181b.,  and  a 
clear-run  salmon  121b.,  the  latter  with  a  small  lift, 
rod.  On  Thursday  he  had  seventy-six  trout, 
weighing  241b."  , 

I  considered  that  the  River  Tay,  if  it  could  pro- 
duce sport  like  this  in  1906,  was  worthy  of  notice. 

To-day  (May  15,  1906),  the  Scotsman,  lander 
"  Angling,"  has  the  following  report,  this  time 
headed — 

"  Loch  Veil. — Fishing  from  Kingshouse  Hotel 
on  the  9th  inst.,  Colonel  Scott  had  fifty-three  trout 
and  a  salmon  of  121b.  On  Thursday,  the  10th,  he 
had  seventy-six  trout,  weighing  24lb." 

You  now  see  why  I  desire  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  angling  public  to  these  ridiculous  reports. 
They  ire  identical,  and  yet,  mark  this  :  The  Callander 
and  Trossachs  Hydropathic  and  the  Kingshouse 
Hotel  each  claim  the  Colonel  as  having  gone  forth 
to  slay  from  their  particular  habitation.  Nor 
would  it  surprise  me  to  learn  that  he  had  slept  at 
neither  ;  perhaps  had  a  glass  of  water  at  the  Hydro, 
a  whiskey-and-soda  at  the  Ivingshouse  Hotel, 
and  put  up  elsewhere.  How  can  one  rely  on  news- 
paper angling  reports  if  this  is  a  sample  ? 

Instead  of  the  River  Tay,  I  pr^ume  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  trout  (and  121b.  salmon)  were  taken 
when  loch  fishing  in  Loch  VoU,  in  the  Braes  of 
Balquidder,  Perthshire.  So  that  (as  I  did  not 
mean  to  take  notes  of  any  loch),  had  I  not  seen  the 
second  notice,  next  year  I  might  have  sent  someone 
who  expected  "  a  high  old  time "  amongst  the 
River  Tay  trout,  etc.,  to  the  aforesaid  hydropathic. 
It  is,  I  fancy,  the  fault  of  the  penny-a-liner,  on 
this  occasion,  but  it  gets  bevond  a  joke. — Yours 
truly,  '  E.  M.  Tod. 


RE  "FISHING  ON  HAWESWATER." 

Dear  Sir, — As  one  of  the  numerous  angling 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  one  who  has 
for  years  enjoyed  the  weekly  perusal  of  your  most 
interesting  and  valued  Fishing  Gazette,  I  was  pleased 
to  read  your  recent  article  on  Haweswater,  which, 
although  pertaining  to  a  few  years  ago,  was,  never- 
theless, most  grateful  to  those  who  know  this 
deUghtful  part  of  Westmoreland.  At  the  same  time 
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there  are  une  or  two  matters  regarding  the  fishing 
[  should  like  to  supplement,  or  I  am  afraid  some 
of  your  readers  might  go  and  come  away  disap- 
pointed. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  not  recommend  devotees 
to  make  so  early  a  visit  as  Mardi  or  April,  or  they 
might  find  themselves  vei-y  iiuich  in  the  condi- 
tion I  was  this  Easter — snowed  up  ami  literally 
[)erished  with  (told.  It  nuist  have  been  an  altogethei- 
exceptional  spring  the  year  your  correspondent 
was  there,  as  an  average  of  six  or  eight  fish  per  diem 
was  all  the  rods  were  getting  this  year.  I  would, 
therefore,  advise  your  readers  to  make  for  Hawes- 
water  in  May,  Jime,  and  July,  when  they  may  be 
sure  of  sport. 

This  lake  is  the  preserved  water  of  Lady  I.,onsdale, 
who  fishes  it  regularly  wlien  at  Lowther  Castle.  No 
fishing  is  permitted  when  tlie  family  is  in  residence, 
but  the  River  Lowther  and  Haweswater  Beck  are 
always  available.  Boats  on  the  lake  are  usually 
granted  along  witli  a  boatman  for  two  days  to  each 
person,  so  that  when  two  or  three  friends  form  a 
party  a  boat  can  be  seeiu'ed  for  a  week  by  applying 
for  dates  in  rotation.  The  old  order  of  things  has 
gone,  and  the  post  of  head  boatman, '  after  having 
been  held  by  the  Kitehings  for  three  generations, 
lias  left  the  family,  but  is  still  in  efficient  and 
obliging  hands. 

The  Dun  Bull,  at  Mardale,  has  changed  tenants 
also,  and  is  now  presided  over  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burn,  who  have  both  had  a  long  connection  with 
Lowther,  and  who  may  be  relied  upon  to  maintain, 
if  not  surpass,  the  very  high  reputation  this  clean 
and  comfortable  hotel  has  already  earned. — Yours 
truly,  C.  R.  Gr-^iham. 

HAIR  CASTS. 

Deau  Sir, — The  notes  by  R.  B.  Lee  on  single  hair 
corroborates  the  opinion  of  experienced  hair  fisher- 
men. Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  for  instance,  writes  to  me. 
saying,  "  The  cast  you  sent,  after  killing  4()lb.  of 
fish,  is  quite  as  good  as  ever."  He  repeats  this  on 
three  separate  occasions.  He  killed  one  trout  2 Jib.  ; 
but  that  hair  was  finer  than  the  sample  I  now 
enclose  to  you.  I  do  not  agree  witli  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee 
us  regards  fighting  against  the  hurricane,  but  all 
otlier  details  are  to  the  point. — Yours  truly, 

(i,  Clark-terrace,  Leeds.  J.  Pickebsgill. 

[Mr.  P.  supplies  excellent  hair  casts  and  roacli 
linos. — Ed.] 


RIVER  AWE. 

De.\r  Sir, — A  new  arrangement  has  been  made 
on  the  Awe.  For  the  future,  the  nets  on  the  tidal 
waters  are  to  be  off  for  twelve  hours  every  day — 
10  p.m.  to  10  a.m.  This  will  greatly  improve  the 
fishing  on  my  waters,  as  I  come  immediately  above 
the  tidal  waters. 

Sport  has  not  been  so  very  good  this  spring,  the 
weather  being  verj'  cold  and  the  river  high.  It  is  now 
in  capital  order,  and  a  number  of  salmon  are  seen  in 
the  pools,  and  for  the  season  coming  prospects  are 
exceptionally  good. — Yours  truly. 

The  Hotsl,  D.  JIacdonald. 

Tayiiuilt,  ArgylLshire. 


V.^RNISH  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  VV.  M."  will  go  to  a  high-cla.ss 
decorator  where  the  best  materials  are  used,  he  can 
procure  a  perfectly  dull  green  paint  of  any  shade. 
It  is  made  with  dry  powdered  paint  and  turpentine, 
and  has  no  weather-resisting  properties  ;  therefore, 
■•  W.  M.'s  "  rods  should  be  well  protected  with  a 
durable  weather  and  wear  resisting  varnish  before 
the  dull  colour  is  applied.  The  latter  may  be 
\vc.shed  off  at  any  time  with  turpentine  and  sponge, 
and  renewed  at  pleasure.  I  have  found  what  is 
known  as  "Eggshell  Flatting  V^arnish  "  applied  over 
the  ordinary  \  arnish  sufficiently  duU  to  answer  the 
purpose  evidently  required  by  "  W.  M.,"  but  this 
material  has  no  power  to  resist  weather  action. 
There  are  also  several  water  paints,  consisting  of 
pastes  of  various  colours,  made  thin  with  water, 
which  dry  perfectly  dull,  but,  with  others  above 
mentioned,  these  should  not  be  relied  upon  to  with- 
stand weather.  The  paint  in  turpentine  may  be 
made  less  liable  to  rub  off  by  the  addition  of  a  little 
gold  size. — Yours  truly,  A.  E.  H. 

Henley-on-Thames. 

DULL  GREEN  FOR  FISHING  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  "  VV.  M.,"  asks 
his  painter  to  mix  him  up  some  flatting,  he  will  find 
it  dries  out  with  a  dull  surface.  It  must  not  be 
varnished. — Yours  truly,       William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 

LIGHT  BROGUES  FOR  MOORLAND  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Those  of  your  readers  who  have 
travelled  amongst  the  village  folk  of  the  Basses- 
Pyr6n6e8  will  have  become  familiar  with  the  hemp- 


plaited  soled  shoes  worn,  and  called  locally  the 
"  aspagatte  " — the  guides  of  the  Pyr6n6e9  wear  them  ; 
the  peasantry  wear  them  ;  I  have  worn  them  there 
for  several  months,  walking  and  climbii^g.  They 
are  very  light,  splendid  for  rock  work,  silent  in  use, 
most  accommodating  to  "  corns,"  easily  dried,  and, 
withal,  very  cheap.  They  will  not  last  so  long  as 
good  boots,  of  course;  but  for  the  price  of  ore 
pair  of  good  boots  you  can  buy  fifteen  pairs  of 

aspagattes."  1  have  used  them  with  great 
advantage  in  moorland  stream  and  loch  fishing, 
for  some  years.  Three  years  ago  I  discovered 
where  the  same  shoes,  or  boots,  with  brown  canvas 
tops,  might  be  had  in  this  country.  I  have  just 
bought  another  pair  for  this  season.  One  pair  will 
last  out  a  full  month's  use,  oven  if  miles  of  tramping 
over  wet  moors  has  to  be  done,  in  order  to  get  to 
and  from  the  streams  or  lochs.  The  great  advan- 
tage is  their  lightness,  when  going  cross-country, 
or  on  long  roads.  They  cling  well  to  rocks.  My 
new  pair  weighs  exactly  lilb.  I  have  screwed  in, 
as  a  sufficient  protection  on  down-hill,  wet  grass 
slopes,  a  couple  of  ".lakcorbn"  (made  of  hard  steel, 
and  sold  by  Hill  and  Sons,  4,  Haymarket,  S.W. ) 
at  the  heel  and  ball  of  the  foot.  The  boots  cost 
3s.  3d.  a  pair,  carriage  paid,  from  the  Patent  Canvas 
Shoe  Co.,  Steps-road,  near  Glasgow.  In  ordering, 
the  company  asks  for  "  colour  of  canvas  preferred, 
outside  length  of  boot  worn,  and  size  number 
usually  taken."  It  is  well  to  state  also  that  they 
have  to  go  over  waders,  and  possibly  sock^,  too.  I 
believe  many  lovers  of  moorland  fishing  will  find 
them  a  boon. — Yours  truly, 

Scarborough.  (Rev.)  C.  Fothekqill. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  SOMERSET  OR  DEVON 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  mo  any  information  m  to  a 
pleasant  residential  district,  preferably  in  Somerset 
or  Devon,  on  main  line,  where  trout  fishing,  sunk 
fly,  either  river  or  lake  (natural  or  artificial),  can  be 
had,  and,  if  possible,  easy  access  to  sea-fishing,  and 
oblige,  yours  truly,  B. 

FISHING  IN  WALES,  SOMERSET,  OR  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir,— Could  yen  or  any  of  your  correspon- 
dents tell  me  from  experience  where  I  could  get  a 
decent  bit  of  fishinj;  in  Wales.  Somerset,  or  Devon 
preferred.  I  hope  to  be  taking  my  wife  and  little 
boy  for  a  holiday  about  the  middle  of  June,  and 
should  like  to  get  cheap  but  clean  private  lodgings, 
easy  of  access  by  r'ul,  and  near  some  trout  fishing. — 
Yours   truly,  Peterston. 

MAGGOTS  IN  GILLS. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  tell  me  if  the  fact 
of  a  salmon  having  maggots  in  its  gills  in  April  or 
May  would  prove  conclusively  that  it  was  a  kelt  ? 
Also  if  the  flesh  of  a  fresh-run  sea-trout  is  ever  white 
when  cooked  "/ — Yours  truly,  Bink.?. 

[I  do  not  think  that  the  mere  presence  of  maggots 
or  parasites  in  the  gills  can  be  taken  as  conclusive 
proof  of  anything.  The  late  Major  J.  P.  Traherne^ 
used  to  say  that  parasites  in  the  gills  was  one  way  to 
distinguish  bull  trout  from  salmon,  and  that  in 
Ireland,  when  the  netsmeu  were  going  to  send  bull 
trout  away  as  salmon,  he  had  shown  them  the  para- 
sites in  the  gills,  and  convinced  them  of  their  error. 
Lots  of  salmcm  problems  still  await  solution.  I  never 
heard  that  all  .sea-trout  cut  pink  when  cooked,  and 
should  rather  doubt  it. — Ed.] 


COARSE   FISHING  IN  SURREY. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any^  of  your  corre- 
spondents tell  me  where  I  could^  get  some  good 
coarse  fishing  in  Surrey,  near  to  London  preferred. 
Also  any  particvilars  as  to  free  or  preserved  ;  also  if 
Sunday  fishing  is  allowed. — Yours  truly, 

A  Beginner. 

FISHING  IN  THE  TEIGN  OR  BOVEY,  NEAR 
CHUDLEIGH. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  whether  there  is  any  good  trout  fishing  to  be 
had  in  the  Teign  or  Bovey,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chudleigh  '!  I  should  be  much  obliged  for  any 
particulars  about  fishing  in  that  part  of  Devonshire. 
— Yours  faithfully,  W.  B.  Fobtescue. 


TROUT  LEAPING  AT  WEIR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  on  a  small  trout  stream  about 
twenty  miles  from  here  a  few  days  ago  (the  Hera), 
which  I  have  fished  for  the  last  fifty  years,  when 
my  attention  was  attracted  to  trout  leaping  from 
the  bottom  of  the  white,  seething  fall  of  the  mill-dam 
to  the  higher  water  above  it  (about  3ft.).  I  counted 
forty-two  in  half  an  hour,  varying  in  size  from  3oz. 
to  |lb.  and  more,  but  not  more  than  two  out  of  ten 
got  up,  and  I  have  no  doubt  I  saw  the  same  fish 
several  times.  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  of  your 
readers  have  witnessed  the  same  thing,  as  it  is  the 


first  time  I  have  seen  the  common  brown  trout  leap 
up  so  persistently  in  such  a  fall  of  water.  The> 
looked  to  me  to  iDe  of  a  darker  colour  than  usual  - 
Yours  truly,  Templj:  Bond, 

Calais.  Secretary  to  Mr.  Payton. 

[1  have  seen  trout  get  up  a  long  slanting  dam  by 
jumping  into  the  falling  water  and  then  squirming 
up.  .Most  fish-breeders  have  to  put  guards  to 
prevent  the  trout  in  their  ponds  jumping  out  at  tlii 
intake.  But  I  do  not  think  that  Salmo  fario  is 
anything  like  such  a  jumper  as  the  sea-trout  or  tln^ 
rainbow.  Will  Mr.  Malloch  kindly  give  us  his 
experience,  as  he  has  made  so  many  dams  ? — Ed.| 


SEA-FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH  IN  JUNE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  if  any  of  you' 
readers  could  inform  me  as  to  the  sea-fishing  obtain 
able  at  Barmouth  during  the  last  half  of  June, 
particularly  as  to  whether  bass,  mackerel,  pollack, 
and  bream  are  to  be  had,  and  whether  fishing  is 
mostly  from  boat,  or  whether  anything  satisfactory 
is  to  be  had  from  rocks,  etc.  If  from  boats  wholly  or 
mainly,  is  any  shelter  obtainable  '!  And  are  natural 
baits  easily  procurable  ? — Yours  truly, 

E.  A.  Woodward. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  going  trout  fishing 
in  July,  and  I  have  some  thoughts  of  trying 
St.  Mary's  Loch,  the  Yarrow,  Meggat  and  tribu- 
taries, or,  as  an  alternative,  Richmond  and  th» 
Swale.  I  should  be  deeply  obliged  for  any  infor- 
mation respecting  these  resorts. — -Yours  truly, 

March  Brown. 

AN  ALMOST  WHITE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  photos  I  am  sending 
you  are  taken  from  a  remarkable  specimen  of  a  pike 
which  was  what  might  be  called  an  albino,  as  it  was 
almost  white,  being  rather  of  a  very  pale  browni8h\ 
colour  on  the  back ;  it  weighed  4ilb.,  and  was 
caught  on  roach  tackle,  was  in  very  good  con- 
dition, and  perfectly  healthy.  I  had  it  photo- 
graphed as  soon  as  it  came  in  for  preservation,  and 
also  on  completion.  It  would  be  very  interesting  to 
know  if  any  of  the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper 
have  ever  heard  of  a  similar  occurrence. — Youra 
truly,  Alfred  Thomas. 

9,  College-street,  Gloucester. 

[I  have  seen  pike  occasionally  very  silvery  and  of  < 
a  very  light  olive  tint,  almost  albinos,  as  Mr.  Thomas  ■ 
says.— Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  DART. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  H.  B.  B,"  if 
he  wishes  to  fish  the  lower  portion  of  the  Dart, 
say  from  Totnes  up  to  Buckfastleigh,  will  have  to 
taice  out  a  ticket  from  the  Dart  Angling  Association 
(secretary,  Mr.  George  Kellock,  solicitor,  Totnes),  , 
but  if  he  wishes  to  fish  the  portions  above  Dartmeet, 
we  can  supply  the  tickets,  and  give  him  any  infor- 
mation. The  lower  portions  are  from  Austin's 
Bridge,  Buckfastleigh,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Hems, 
below  Totnes  Weir,  on  one  side,  and  from  Austin's 
Bridge  down  to  Hood  Bridge  and  both  banks  from 
By  Cellars,  above  Little  Hempstone,  to  the  junction 
of  the  liver  with  the  Dart. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  Hearder  and  Son". 

BROWN  OR  SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN 
IRELAND  OR  SCOTLAND. 
De.ui  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  where  I  could  get  some 
good  loch  fishing,  either  brown  or  sea-trout,  in  a 
bracing  part  of  Scotland  or  Ireland  during  July 
and  Augast.  Any  information  will  be  most  accept- 
able to  yours  truly,  W.  Herbert  Singer. 

SEA-FISHING  AT  WHITBY. 
De.ab  Sib,— I  am  spending  my  holidays  in  August 
at  Whitby,  and,  being  a  stranger  to  that  part  of 
England,  shoidd  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  about  the  sea-fishing. 
What  kinds  of  fish  are  caught,  the  best  methods, 
and  size  of  suitable  hooks. — Yours  truly, 

lONIS. 

HOTEL  ACCOMMODATION  NEAR  OXFORD. 

Deab  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  about  the  hotel  accommodation 
on  the"  Thames  above  Oxford  ?  I  intend  to  make  a 
boating  trip  from  Lechlade  downwards,  and  might 
want  to  make  two  stops  between  Lechlade  and 
Oxford,  and,  at  any  rate,  must  make  one.  Can  you 
recommend  any  hotels,  and  give  some  idea  of  .their 
style  '!  Are  they  merely  small  inns,  for  instance  ? 
What  is  the  river  itself  like  so  high  up  ?  Is  the 
scenery  good  and  the  navigation  easy  ? — Yours 
truly,  Ubsus. 
(Several  letters  a/re  muwoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishino  Gazkttb  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FiSHiNO  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FlSHlNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Tms  GAZBTTE  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Convictions  for  Selling  Pickled  Bait — 
Proposed  Public  Meeting. 
OtJB  readers  will  be  amused  at  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers'  advertisement  this  week.  It  is  certainly 
time  that  there  should  be  an  agitation  for  such  an 
amendment  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts  as 
will  do  away  with  the  absurd  and  vexatious  clauses 
under  which  Messrs.  Hardy,  Messrs.  Bernard, 
Messrs.  Farlow,  and  others  have  been  fined  for 
selling  bait.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  who 
are  interested,  both  as  anglers  and  fishing  tackle 
makers,  who  will  attend  a  public  meeting  which  I 
propose  to  call  soon  after  the  May  Fly  season  to 
consider  the  matter,  and  I  hope  take  some  decided 
action. 

Honour  for  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton. 

All  who  know  that  capital  angler  and  angling 
writer,  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton,  "  Sarcelle "  of  the 
Field  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  President  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  will  join  in  congratulating  him 
on  having  recently  been  ordered  to  Court  to  receive 
from  His  Majesty  the  King  the  Royal  Victorian 
Order,  4th  Class.  A  glance  at  "  Whitaker  "  shows 
that  he  is  in  excellent  company. 

Mr.  James  Ogden's  "  Multum  in  Parvo" 
Fly  Rod. 

By  an  unfortunate  accident,  the  printer  made  21s. 
into  12s.  in  Mr.  James  Ogden's  advertisement  of  his 
famotis  "  Multum  in  Parvo  "  fly  rod.  The  type  was 
being  moved  and  got  dropped,  and  in  resetting  the 
2l8.  was  transposed  and  made  into  12s.  I  am  sorry 
for  the  inconvenience  it  has  caused  Mr.  Ogdcn  and 
many  of  our  readers.  The  price  of  the  rod  has  not 
been  reduced,  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  ;  over  ten 
thousand  of  them  have  been  sold,  and  Mr.  Ogden 
has  any  number  of  testimonials  from  anglers, 
»p(;aking  in  the  highest  terms  of  its  excellency  ;  it 
is  made  in  blue  mahoo  or  greenheart,  with  cork 
handle,  and  8ft.,  9ft.,  10ft.,  and  lOJft.  in  length. 
It  is  with  one  of  these  rods  that  Mr.  Ogden  himself 
makes  big  bags  of  big  trout  every  May  Fly  season. 


High -Class  Rods  and  Angling   Specialities  of 
Messrs.  Westley  Richards  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

From  the  great  gunmakers,  Messrs.  Westley 
Richards  and  Co.,  of  12,  Corporation-street,  Birming- 
ham, I  have  received  a  most  attractive  illustrated 
catalogue  of  their  department  for  high-class  rods 
and  angling  specialities.  I  see  that  they  make  a 
great  feature  of  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell's  curve  system 
of  building  rods,  which  was  explained  by  him  in  an 
article  published  in  the  Field,  Jan.  9,  1905.  I  am 
afraid  that  it  did  not  quite  convince  me  that 
because  two  rods  make  similar  curves  when  bent  in 
the  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent  that  therefore 
their  action  will  be  the  same  when  you  are  casting 
a  long  line  or  playing  a  heavy  fish  ;  for  instance,  a 
good  Castleconnell  rod  would  make  a  bad  diagram, 
according  to  Mr.  Powell,  though  it  might  easily  in 
practice  beat  a  rod  giving  a  much  "  longer  base 
line."  On  page  11  we  have  an  illustration  of  the 
"  Baden-Powell  "  dry-fly  split-cane  rod  "  built  to 
curve  ordinates  " — which  "  ensures  that  there  shall 
not  be  in  their  construction  a  fraction  of  an  ounce 
more  material  than  is  necessary  to  withstand  the 
strain  imposed  by  a  weedy  river  "  ;  it  is  a  10ft.  rod 
and  weighs  8^oz.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  have  two 
or  three  rods  by  Leonard,  AUcock,  and  Hardy 
which  are  the  same  length  and  only  5joz.  which 
will  kill  heavy  trout  in  weedy  water.  Probably  the 
fittings  on  Mr.  Baden-Powell's  rod  weigh  a  good  bit 
more  than  those  on  mine,  in  which  case  it  seems  to 
me  he  is  unfairly  handicapping  it  when  he  says  it 
wants  a  rod  of  that  weight  to  withstand  the  strain 
of  a  weedy  river.  I  should  think  it  quite  likely  that 
with  lighter  but  amply  strong  fittings  there  would  be 
little  difference  in  weight.  The  photographs  of  this 
rod  and  of  one  the  company  made  for  Mr.  Gallichan 
and  others  are  the  best  photographs  of  rods  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  they  give  green- 
heart  its  due — in  their  "  Attro  "  greenheart  fly  rod 
bamboo  tips  are  spliced  to  the  top  joints.  If  these 
are  split  cane  and  not  jungle  cane,  or  what  used  to 
be  known  as  "  jungle  cane,"  tips  to  the  tops,  I 
think  it  is  a  good  idea.  There  are  good  illustrations 
of  reels,  flies,  etc.,  but  the  most  interesting  part  of 
the  catalogue  to  me  is  that  entitled  "  Notes  on  Gut," 
by  Douglas  J.  P.  Haines  (of  Westley  Richards  and 
Co.,  Ltd.).  Mr.  Haines  gives  the  results  of  many 
experiments  he  has  made  in  testing  gut,  and  I 
strongly  advise  every  angler  who  Ukes  to  keep  his 
gut  casts  soaking  in  a  box  with  wet  felt  pads  to 
study  the  table  on  p.  31.  It  proves  that  no  matter 
whether  it  is  fine-drawn  gut  or  Marana  salmon  gut, 
there  is  a  loss  of  strength  of  from  25  to  40  per  cent, 
after  only  two  hours'  soaking.  Mr.  Haines  made 
other  interesting  experiments,  and  gives  illustrations 
of  them.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the 
requirements  of  the  sea-angler  are  well  looked  after 
by  the  Westley  Richards  Co.,  and  they  add  to  their 
catalogue  a  list  of  fishing  places  and  fish  to  be 
caught ;  in  a  future  edition  it  would  be  improved 
by  giving  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  fishing 
is  at  its  best. 

Washington  as  a  Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Angler. 

Some  years  ago,  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  member  of 
the  Ammauskeag  Fishing  Club,  discovered  from 
Washington's  Diaries  that  he  was  an  angler,  both  in 
fresh  and  salt  water.  Mr.  Moore  gave  the  extracts 
in  Forest  and  Stream,  and  I  republished  them  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  They  were  also  privately  printed 
for  Mr.  Moore,  with  a  very  fine  portrait  of  Wash- 
ington ;  one  of  Grover  Cleveland,  who  is  an  angler, 
and  was  then  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
one  of  Mr.  Moore,  who  has  also  given  some  interest- 
ing notes  about  the  friends  of  Washington  who 
fished  with  him — notably,  Governor  Morris  and  his 
lovely  wife.  The  place  where  Washington  used  to 
put  up  when  he  went  fishing  was  an  ancient  home- 
stead— Moore  Hall — known  in  1787  as  "  The  Widow 
Moore's,"  twenty-three  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
on  the  River  Schuylkill.  On  Feb.  2,  1791,  the 
following  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Gazette  ■ — 

"  Moore  Hall.— To  he  rented. — Mansion  House, 
Farm  and  Mill,  in  the  township  of  Charlestown, 
in  the  county  of  Chester,  situate  on  the  river 
Schulkill,  distant  twenty-three  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia. Two  hundred  acres.  Mill  on  a  never 
failing  stream  called  Pickering." 

"  The  Widow  Moore  "  was  the  widow  of  Judge 
Moore,  born  in  1699,  died  1783.  I  should  think 
that  it  is  most  probable  that  the  Judge's  father  or 
grandfather  was  a  Yorkshireman,  who  lived  near 
Forge  Valley  and  Pickering  Beck.    Pos.sibly  one  of 


my  Yorkshire  readers  who  knows  the  Pickering 
district  may  bo  able  to  throw  more  light  on  this 
interesting  detail. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  General  Washington's 
Diary : — 

"Tuesday,  July  31,  1787.— Before  breakfast  I 
rode  to  the  Valley  Forge  and  over  the  whole  Canton- 
ment and  Works  of  the  American  Army  in  the 
winter  of  1777-8,  and  on  my  return  to  the  Widow 
Moore's  found  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robt.  Morris. 
Spent  the  day  there  fishing,  etc.,  etc.  ;  lodged 
at  the  same  place." 

Another  entry  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Went  up  to  Trenton  on  a  Fishing  Party  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robt.  Morris  and  Mr.  Govr. 
Morris.  Dined  and  lodged  at  Col.  Sam  Ogden's. 
In  the  evening  fished." 

There  are  several  other  entries  relating  to  his 
fresh-water  fishing.  Here  is  one  which  ought  to 
interest,  as  I  am  sure  it  will,  members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society.    Mr.  Moore  says  on  p.  13  : — 

"  Another  fishing  excursion  is  mentioned  in  a 
later  diary  of  Washington.  When  he  made  his 
great  Northern  and  Eastern  Tour  in  1789,  Ports- 
mouth, in  New  Hampshire,  was  the  extreme  point 
of  his  journey.  While  there  he  was  taken  out  to 
view  the  harbour,  and  to  try  his  luck  and  skill  in 
salt  water.  On  Monday,  Nov.  2,  they  went  down 
to  the  outer  harbour  beyond  the  fort  and  the  light- 
house, where,  as  he  himself  says — 

"  Having  lines,  we  proceeded  to  the  fishing 
banks,  a  little  without  the  harbour,  and  fished  for 
cod  ;  but,  it  not  being  a  proper  time  of  tide,  we 
only  caught  two,  with  w'ch,  about  1  o'clock  we 
returned  to  To^vn." 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  George  H.  Moore  says  : — ■ 
"  Future  research  may  or  may  not  reveal 
further  particulars  of  Washington's  fishings  in  the 
Schuylkill  and  the  Delaware  or  their  tributary 
streams,  the  character  and  weight  of  the  catch,  the 
methods  of  the  sport  in  those  days,  and  all  the 
incidents  which  crowd  such  fleeting  hours  of  charm- 
ing recreation.  I  am  content  to  have  been  the 
first  to  claim  for  George  Washington  his  rightful 
place  as  an  angler — a  genuine  disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton." 

I  have  to  thank  another  very  keen  American 
angler  (Mr.  R.  W.  Woodward),  of  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey)  for  giving  me  this  most  interesting  little 
brochure,  which  I  shall  greatly  value.  Mr.  Wood- 
ward, who  called  on  me  the  other  day,  said  he  read 
the  Fishing  Gazette  with  much  interest,  and  I  am 
glad  to  know  many  other  American  anglers  say  the 
same.  As  I  said  at  the  time  Mr.  Moore's  notes 
appeared  in  Forest  and  Stream,  nearly  twenty  years 
ago,  it  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  me  to  find  that  among  the  great  men  who  have 
been  anglers  are  two  of  the  greatest  of  all — Nelson 
and  Washington.  I  hoped  that  when  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  was  writing  his  great  Life  of  Wellington, 
which  he  did  at  my  suggestion,  he  would  have 
discovered  that  the  Iron  Duke  was  also  an  angler. 

Salmon  in  the  Thames. 

The  "  Amateur  Angler  "  has  fished  out  and  sends 
me  the  following  extract,  which  will  interest  our 
readers.  It  is  from  "  Crotchet  Castle,"  by  Thomas 
Love  Peacock.  The  period  of  the  story  probably  is 
the  thirties. 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Folliot :  Here  is  a  very  fine  salmon 
before  me  ;  and  May  is  the  very  point  nomme  to 
have  salmon  in  perfection  .  .  .  Salmon  in  May  is 
the  King  of  Fish. 

"  Mr.  Crotchet :  That  salmon  before  you,  doctor, 
was  caught  in  the  Thames  this  morning. 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Folliot :  Rarity  of  Rarities !  A 
Thames  salmon  caught  this  morning.  Now  Mr. 
MacGuedy,  even  in  fish  your  modern  Athens  must 
yield.    Cedite,  Graii. 

"  Mr.  MacGuedy  :  Eh  !  sir,  on  its  own  groimd, 
your  Thames  salmon  has  two  virtues  over  all 
others  :  first,  that  it  is  fresh,  and  second  that  it 
is  rare  ;  for  I  understand  you  do  not  take  half-a- 
dozen  in  a  year. 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Folliot :  In  some  years,  sir,  not  one. 
Mud,  filth,  gas  dregs,  lock-weirs,  and  the  march  of 
mind,  developed  in  the  form  of  poaching,  have 
ruined  the  fishery.  But  when  we  do  catch  a 
salmon,  happy  the  man  to  whom  he  falls. 

"  Mr.  MacGuedy  :  I  confess,  sir,  this  is  excellent  ; 
but  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  be  bett«r  than  a 
Tweed  salmon  at  Kelso." 
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One  of  the  Bravest  Things  ever  done  by  a 
Woman. 

In  Harper's  Magazine  for  May,  Mrs.  Mina  B 
Hubbard  gives  an  account  of  one  of  the  bravest 
things  ever  done.  Her  husband  had  undertaken 
to  explore  some  six  hundred  miles  of  wilderness 
in  Labrador,  but  after  great  hardships  died  in 
the  attempt.  Mrs.  Hubbard  says  that,  "  It  seemed 
to  me  fit  that  my  husband's  name  should  reap  the 
fruits  of  service  which  cost  him  so  much,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1905  I  undertook  and  in  every  parti- 
cular successfully  completed  the  work  which  Mr. 
Hubbard  had  so  greatly  desired  to  have  the  honour 
of  doing." 

Mre.  Hubbard's  modest  account  of  her  journey, 
chiefly  in  small  canoes,  down  rapid  and  dangerous 
rivers — two  of  her  guides  were  upset  and  nearly 
drowned — is  most  interesting,  any  man  might  be 
proud  of  what  she  accomplished.  Her  expedition 
has  corrected  several  geographical  errors,  and 
cannot  fail  to  be  suggestive  to  those  anglers  and 
other  sportsmen  who  are  on  the  look  out  for  new 
fishing  and  hunting  grounds. 


Why  Welsh  Trout  Grow  so  Small. 

A  correspondent  at  Carnarvon  kindly  sends  me 
the  following  account  of  an  angling  competition  on 
Llyn  Padarn,  in  which  prizes  were  awarded  to  four 
anglers.  A  brace  of  4^oz.  fish  took  first  prize,  and 
the  other  three  winners  took  eight  trout,  averaging 
under  2oz.  Here  is  the  report  from  a  local  paper  :  — 

"  Angling  Competition. — This  was  held  on 
Llyn  Padarn  last  Saturday,  the  weather  being 
somewhat  calm  for  good  sport.  The  course  was 
from  Penllyn  Bridge  to  the  Glynrhonwy  Quarry 
tips.  Twelve  boats  turned  out,  each  containing 
an  oarsman  and  two  anglers.  Three  hours  were 
allowed.  The  following  boat-skippers  took 
prizes : — First,  R.  Jones,  Cwmyglo,  with  two 
fish,  weight  8|oz.  ;  second,  T.  Evans,  Carnarvon, 
four  fish,  7|oz.  ;  third,  H.  Williams,  C\vmyglo, 
three  fish,  5|oz.  ;  fourth,  J.  Williams,  Llanberis, 
one  fish,  2oz.  As  will  be  seen  the  fish  were  shy, 
but  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  lake  was  strange 
to  some  of  the  competitors.  Dr.  Jenkins,  Port- 
dinorwic,  weighed  the  fish  send  presented  the 
prizes." 

If  the  trout  were  shy  the  anglers  were  not,  to  "weigh 
in  "  such  baby  fishes  as  worthy  of  prizes  ! 

A  Bit  too  Fishy. 

'   I  have  to  thank  M.  P.  Linet  for  this  : — 

At  a  restaurant  near  Paris : 

"Garcon!  Take  this  fish  away,  it  is  uneatable." 
Garcon :  "  Oh,  please,  sir,  try  to  eat  it ! — if  you 
don't,  I  shall  have  to." 


"  Fishermen's  Weather." 

Considering  the  important  part  played  by  weather 
and  temperature  in  the  fisherman's  holiday,  it  is 
surprising  how  little  space  is  as  a  rule  devoted  to 
their  consideration  in  works  on  angling.  It  is  not 
so  much  that  amateur  fishermen  do  not  take  account 
of  such  influences  as  that  they  have  not  for  some 
reason  committed  their  impressions  to  print.  This 
suggested  to  Mr.  Aflalo  that  it  might  be  interesting 
to  invite  reminiscences  and  opinions  from  a  long 
and  representative  list  of  hving  amateurs,  mostly 
fly-fishermen,  and  this  he  has  done  with  a  success 
which  only  the  readiness  of  their  response  could 
have  ensured.  Mr.  Aflalo  will  call  his  book, 
embodying  these  contributions,  "  Fishermen's 
Weather."  It  will  be  illustrated  in  colour  by 
Charles  Whymper,  and  will  be  published  this 
month  by  Messrs.  Adam  and  Charles  Black. 

The  "Butcher  May  Fly"  and  the  "Nailer." 

On  rivers  where  the  Hackled  May  Fly  kills  better 
than  the  winged  pattern  I  should  think  that  the 
"  Butcher  "  pattern,  called  after  one  of  the  customers 
of  Messrs.  D.  and  H.  W.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne, 
would  repeat  in  other  parts  of  the  country  the  great 
success  which  has  been  secured  with  it  on  the  Dove. 
I  can  also  recommend  it  for  occasional  use  when  the 
trout  have  got  very  critical  even  of  the  most  beautiful 
cock-winged  pattern.  These  hackle  wings  can  be 
fished  dry  or  wet,  and  if  there  is  a  bit  of  colour  in 
the  water  it  is  well  to  sink  them  6in.  or  so.  Messrs. 
Foster  also  send  me  a  new  concoction,  called  the 
"  Nailer  " — "  Trailer  "  would  also  be  good,  for  it 
reminds  one  of  one  of  those  fiery  motor-cycles 
pulling  a  trailer  behind  it.    If  anybody  wants  to 


give  his  fly-fishing  friends  (or  the  trout)  a  new 
sensation  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  suddenly 
produce  Messrs.  Foster's  latest  invention.  I  should 
think  it  would  fire  the  curiosity  of  even  the  most 
blase  trout.  I  know  I  would  try  a  "Nailer"  if  I  went 
to  Blagdon  again.  It  is,  of  course,  not  for  use  on 
a  purely  dry-fly  water,  and  if  you  propose  to  show  it 
to  a  "  brother  angler  "  have  your  flask  handy,  if 
the  shock  is  too  great.  Messrs.  Foster's  most  in- 
teresting new  catalogue  is  now  ready,  and  I  hope 
to  refer  to  it  later  on. 


Successful  Trout  Culture  in  the  Argentine. 

I  see  from  La  Peche  Moderne  that  some  of  the 
trout  introduced  from  eggs  sent  from  the  United 
States  have  spawned,  and  that  there  is  every 
prospect  of  the  fish  becoming  acclimatised.  This 
will  be  a  great  blessing  for  many  Englishmen  who 
are  engaged  in  business  in  the  Republic. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


DE.  HENSHALL'S  PADDLE 
WHEELS  FOR  DITCHES. 

TO  PREVENT  DESTRUCTION  OF  FISH 
BY  IRRIGATING  DITCHES. 

(From  "  Forest  and  Stream,"  March  14, 1903.) 

In  Forest  and  Stream  of  Feb.  14  is  an  article 
with  the  caption,  "Montana  Game  and  Fish  In- 
terests," giving  extracts  from  the  semi-annual 
report  of  the  State  Warden,  Mr.  W.  F.  Scott.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  certain  portions  of  said 
report.  He  says  :  "  It  is  a  matter  of  serious  regret 
that  no  practical  method  has  been  adopted  to 
prevent  the  great  loss  of  trout  which  escape  through 
the  irrigating  canals  and  ditches  out  on  to  the  land 
and  perish,  during  the  irrigating  season,  other  than 
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1.  Octagon  Shaft. 
3.  Paddles. 


2.  Arms. 
i.  Braces. 


the  common  wire  mesh  screen  which  clogs  up  and 
retards  the  flow  of  water  in  the  spring  and  autumn 
when  drift  matter  and  leaves  are  brought  down  by 
the  current  of  the  stream." 

It  is  both  disheartening  and  discouraging  to  the 
western  fish-culturist  to  know  that  millions  of  fish, 
both  large  and  small,  annually  perish  through  being 
stranded  on  the  meadows  and  grain  fields  as  the 
result  of  unscreened  ditches.  He  sees  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  work  of  the  United  States  and  State 
Fish  Commissions  go  for  naught  from  this  cause. 

The  hardship  entailed  by  the  use  of  the  common 
wire  mesh  screen  exists  more  in  imagination  than 
in  reality,  for  during  the  season  of  irrigation  in  the 
summer  the  streams  are  clear  of  leaves  and  trash. 
"  In  the  spring  and  autumn  when  drift  matter  and 
leaves  are  brought  down  by  the  current  of  the 
stream,"  the  head-gates  of  the  ditches  could  be 
closed,  for  at  those  seasons  rain  or  snow  usually 
furnishes  all  the  water  needed  for  the  crops. 


But  in  order  to  provide  a  contrivance  "  which 
will  not  injure  or  work  a  hardship  on  the  farmer, 
and  at  the  same  time  put  an  end  to  this  widespread 
destruction,"  I  have  devised  an  arrangement  to  bo 
put  in  at  the  intake  of  ditches  that  is  as  effective 
as  a  screen,  but  which  is  not  open  to  its  objections, 
as  it  permits  the  passage  of  such  matter  as  would 
clog  a  screen,  and  at  the  same  time  it  prevents 
fish  from  entering  the  ditch.  I  understand  that 
some  such  device  is  successfully  used  in  Colorado, 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulars 
of  its  construction. 

My  device  is  very  simple,  consisting  merely  of  a 
short  flume  at  the  head  of  the  ditch,  with  sufficient 
fall  to  operate  an  eight-bladed  paddle-wheel, 
fitting  the  flume  closely.  The  width  and  depth 
of  the  flume  and  the  size  of  the  paddle-wheel 
would  be  governed  by  the  width  and  depth  of  the 
ditch.  If  very  wide  a  double  flume  and  two  wheels 
could  be  used.  In  large  ditches  two  old  waggon- 
wheels  could  be  utilised  by  affixing  paddles  to  the 
spokes.  The  bearings  of  the  shaft  should  work  in 
vertical  slots,  so  that  any  hard  substance  could 
pass  under  the  paddles  by  raising  the  wheel.  The 
continual  splashing  of  the  paddles  would  be  efl^ectual 
in  frightening  fish  or  fry  and  prevent  their  passage. 
But  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  a  barrel-shaped 
frame  covered  with  woven  wire  of  very  small  mesh, 
and  fitting  the  flume  closely,  could  be  operated  as 
a  revolving  screen,  by  utilising  the  paddle-wheel  as 
a  motor.  The  pulleys  to  each  should  be  placed  on 
the  shafts  just  outside  of  the  flume,  with  the  belt 
crossed  so  as  to  cause  the  wheel  and  screen  to 
revolve  in  opposite  directions,  the  revolving  screen, 
of  course,  being  at  the  entrance  of  the  ditch.  This 
forms  a  self-cleaning  screen,  all  leaves  and  trash 
being  carried  over,  while  the  smallest  fish  fry  are 
prevented  from  passing  it.  I  think,  however,  that 
the  paddle-wheel  alone  would  answer  the  purpo.se 
very  effectually. 

The  annexed  rough  drawings  may  make  the  device 
and  its  construction  more  easily  understood.  For 
very  shallow  ditches  the  paddles  might  be  nailed 
directly  to  the  octagon  shaft.  Farmers  who  are 
skilled  in  the  use  of  tools  might  make  a  round  shaft, 
with  mortises  for  the  arms  of  the  wheel,  but  it 
would  be  no  better  or  stronger  than  the  simple  one 
mentioned.  James  A.  Henshall. 

Bozeman,  Montana. 

[I  take  the  above  from  an  interesting  "  List  of 
the  Fishes  of  Montana,"  which  Dr.  James  A. 
Henshall  sent  me.  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  has  invented 
a  wheel  for  preventing  fish  passing  up  a  small  stream 
on  a  somewhat  different  principle,  which  I  saw  at 
work  in  Perthshire  recently. — R.  B.  M.] 


FLY-FISHING  EXTEAORDINARY. 

A  Fkench  sportsman  just  back  from  India 
described  tiger  hunting  in  this  Avise,  said  he ; 
"  WTien  ze  Frenchman  hunts  ze  tiger  ze  sport  is 
grand — magnificent ;  but  when  ze  tiger  hunts  ze 
Frenchman  zere  is  ze  very  devil  to  pay." 

It  would  indeed  seem  odd  that  anyone,  while 
engaged  in  the  simple  sport  of  fly-fishing,  would  ever 
find  a  parallel  to  the  Frenchman's  description  ;  but 
the  Uttle  story  I  shall  here  relate  would  seem  to 
prove  that  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules. 

Not  far  from  Boston  to  the  southward  lies  the 
httle  village  of  Ponkapog.  I  believe  that  this  place 
has  become  famous  chiefly  through  being  the 
summer  home  of  that  much  loved  poet,  Thomas 
Bailey  Aldrich.  From  the  large  pond  in  this  village 
a  small  brook  runs  past  the  rear  of  the  poet's  house, 
and  beyond  through  lovely  meadows,  thence  finding 
its  devious  way  through  a  half  mile  of  swamp 
overgrown  with  bushes,  and  finally  on  into  Neponset 
River.  Some  fair-sized  trout  were  formerly  to  be 
taken  in  this  brook  ;  therefore  this  story. 

One  warm  day  in  July,  in  company  with  my 
friend.  Will  B.,  I  was  enjoying  a  morning's  sport 
on  that  brook.  We  had  reached  the  swamp  afore- 
said, and  had  made  our  way  slowly  through  the 
mud  and  bushes  until  we  came  to  a  place  where  an 
old  stone  wall  ran  out  from  the  upland,  and  well 
across  the  swamp  through  the  mud  and  water, 
ending  at  the  bed  of  the  stream,  with  which  it 
made  a  right  angle.  This  old  wall  was  built  of  small 
round  pasture  boulders  laid  up  singly,  and  the  top 
stones  were  at  that  time  barely  above  water  at 
any  point,  while  at  the  end  of  the  wall  they  were 
below  the  surface. 

With  careful  steps  Will  made  his  way  along  to 
the  end  of  this  old  wall,  and  carefully  balancing 
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himself  on  the  sunken  stones  he  made  a  few  casts 
on  the  stream  below,  but  got  no  responses. 

As  he  stood  there  something  down  stream  caught 
iiis  eye,  and  he  beckoned  to  me  to  come  out  on  the 
wall ;  and  there  lying  on  a  Uttle  oasis  of  mud  some 
30ft.  away  we  saw  the  dusky  form  of  a  6ft.  black 
water  snake  enjoying  a  sun  bath. 

Will's  eyes  twinkled  as  he  selected  and  attached 
a  bright  red  fiy,  and  he  remarked :  "  There  seems 
to  be  nothing  else  here  ;  I  wonder  if  I  can  get  a 
rise  out  of  that  fellow  ?  " 

Now,  during  the  years  since  that  warm  July  day 
I  have  seen  many  a  gallant  fight  made  by  lordly 
salmon  and  huge  trout  in  the  waters  of  the  Canadian 
"  wilderness,  but  in  all  my  fishing  experience  I  never 
saw  anything  that  was  so  exciting  as  what  followed 
\Mirs  offer  of  a  lunch  to  that  snake — but  I 
anticipate. 

"^ince  that  day  I  have  seen  somewhat  of  the  stem 
.  Uties  of  hfe — have  learned,  through  sad  expe- 
rience, to  what  depths  of  deceit,  ingratitude  and 
dishonour  selfish  interests  will  sometimes  lead  those 
in  whom  we  have  placed  our  blind  confidence,  and 
the  fruit  of  that  tree  of  knowledge  has  been  very 
bitter — but  during  all  those  years  there  has  never 
been  a  time  when  I  could  not  enjoy  a  hearty  laugh 
over  the  memory  of  that  bright  morning  when  Will 
thoughtlessly  "  took  a  rise  "  out  of  that  innocent- 
looking  reptile.  The  serious  side  of  hfe  claims  us 
for  the  most  part — we  cannot  avoid  it — and  any 
rehef  therefrom,  even  if  it  be  only  for  the  njoment, 
is  "  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land." 
But  I  digress. 

Will  had  acted  impulsively,  and  he  was  a  bit 
nervous  as  he  daintily  dropped  his  fly  in  front  of 
that  snake — and  he  was  not  long  in  realising  that 
he  had,  in  that  brief  moment,  made  the  mistake  of 
his  hfe. 

The  bit  of  gay  feathers  was  snapped  up  Hke  a 
fiash,'and  with  a  quick  turn  of  his  wrist  Will  brought 
■  the  rod  into  full  play.  In  an  instant  that  snake 
became  a  raging  fury.  He  reared  up  to  his  full 
length,  seeming  to  stand  on  the  tip  of  his  tail  for 
an  instant  before  starting  with  a  rush  directly 
toward  Will,  churning  the  water  as  he  came. 

WiU  braced  himself  as  best  he  could,  and  tried 
^  to  check  the  rush  and  to  hold  him  off  ;  then  tried 
to  swing  him  to  one  side.  All  useless.  On  came 
that  snake,  and  there  was  no  stopping  him. 

As  he  came  to  close  quarters.  Will  used  the  light 
bamboo  on  him,  thrashing  vigorously.  It  only 
seemed  to  increase  the  snake's  anger.  Finally,  Will 
broke  the  rod,  then  he  threw  up  the  sponge. 

"  For  God's  sake,"  he  shoutsd,  "  let's  arbitrate. 
Here,  take  the  whole  shooting  match,"  and  he  threw 
at  the  snake  what  was  left  of  the  rod. 

Then  he  tried  to  vacate  his  ticklish  position  in 
hot  haste  ;  a  stone  turned  and  slipped  into  the 
water,  and  Will  went  with  it.  Down  he  went 
alongside  of  that  hateful  thing,  up  to  his  shoulders 
in  water  and  shmy  mud.  He  frantically  tried  to 
cUmb  out.  Stone  after  stone  yielded  to  his  grasp, 
and  he  puUed  down  some  ten  feet  of  that  old  wall 
before  he  got  a  foothold.  I  leave  to  the  reader 
to  imagine  the  "  blue  streak  "  that  came  from  his 
lips  during  that  time — I  don't  care  to  wTite  it. 

I  hastened  to  help  him,  but  I  was  only  in  the 
'  way.  When  he  finally  got  baok  on  the  wall,  I 
anxiously  asked,  "  Do  you  think  you  are  bitten  ? 
Did  you  feel  him  take  hold  of  you  ?  "  Will  replied 
in  a  faint  voice,  "  Yes  ;  he  took  hold — I  can't  tell 
-  whether  I'm  bitten  or  not- — it's  better  to  be 
on  the  safe  side,"  and  he  reached  for  his  hip 
pocket. 

His  face  fell  as  he  pulled  out  the  wreckage  of  a 
pint  flask,  wet  leather  and  broken  glass. 

"  Every  drop  gone  !  I'm  a  dead  man  !  "  he 
exclaimed.  "  Routed — horse,  foot,  and  dragoons  ! 
Holy  Moses,  what  a  Waterloo  !  " 

Let  me  say  right  here  that  an  angler's  regard  for 
the  strict  truth  forbids  me  to  add  anything  to  what 
I  actually  saw  of  this  incident.  I  have  kept  ray 
story  within  due  bounds  for  truth's  sake  ;  but  Will 
subsequently  evolved  the  following  as  his  own 
deductioas,  and  he  sticks  to  his  version  of  this 
part  of  the  story,  and  to  his  opinions  where  facts 
seem  to  be  wanting. 

He  says  that  in  falling  he  came  in  contact  with 
the  stone  wall  and  broke  the  flask,  but  that  ho 
did  not  realise  this  at  the  time.  That  statement 
might  be  allowed  to  go,  but  he  further  says  that 
while  in  the  water  that  snake  seized  him  where  it 
came  handiest,  and  happened  to  get  hold  just  where 
the  "  fixe  water  "  was  oozing  through  from  the 
broken  flask,  and  that  without  doubt  the  snake 
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recognised  the  poison  as  his  natural  enemy  and 
had  promptly  cleared  out. 

Will  knows  better  than  I  do  what  occurred 
under  the  water,  I  cannot  dispute  his  statement. 

"  There's  no  doubt  about  it,"  said  Will,  as  I 
helped  to  scrape  off  the  mud,  "  that  flask  saved 
my  hfe.    I  know  what  I  am  talking  about."  * 

Verily,  Will  has  a  powerful  imagination. — John 
FoTTLER,  jun.,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


SOME  OF  MESSES.  S.  THOMAS 
AND  SONS'  NOVELTIES,  ETC. 

Mr.  GtrrsE,  of  Messrs.  S.  Thomas  and  Sons,  Ltd., 
British  Mills,  Redditch,  called  recently  to  show 
me  some  of  their  novelties — among  other  things, 
a  good  light  greenheart  fly  rod,  made  of  seasoned 
wood,  to  sell  at  a  very  moderate  price.  The ' '  Thomas" 
Gut,  Hook,  and  Tackle  Case  possesses  several  features 


which  the  trade  and  angler  will  appreciate — "  the 
goods  are  packed  in  half-dozens  in  even  numbers  or 
assorted  sizes,  the  tag  showing  when  packed,  and 
allowing  easy  reference  to  be  made  to  contents, 
which  are  easily  removed  and  replaced."  The 
"  Thomas  "  Spring  Saddle  Snap  Tackle  for  live-bait 


The  "Thomas"  Spring  Saddle  Snap  Tackle. 


fishing  ;  it  is  claimed  that  this  is  the  "  most  simple, 
secure,  and  easily  handled  live-bait  tackle  ever 
invented.  Both  hands  should  be  used  in  opening 
the  spring,  the  clips  closing  in  instantly  on  the  place 
required,  preferably  just  at  the  back  of  the  dorsal  fin, 
allowing  the  bait  as  near  perfect  freedom  of  action  as 
possible  with  any  attached  bait."  Messrs.  Thomas 
quote  from  the  letter  of  one  of  their  customers, 
who  says  he  took  fourteen  pike  on  this  tackle  one 
forenoon,  and  did  not  have  a  single  miss.  What  I 
do  not  quite  see  is  how  you  keep  the  lively,  slippery 
dace  still  and  in  position  if  both  hands  are  required 
to  open  the  spring. 

Messrs.  Thomas  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  are  the  sole  manu- 
facturers of  Mr.  Geen's  "  Swimmer  Phantom  Bait." 


The  "  Swimmer  "  Phantom  Bait. 


The  following  are  the  advantages  claimed  for  this 
bait,  of  which  only  the  tail  portion  spins  : — "  As  the 
name  describes  it  is  a  perfect  swimming  bait,  the 
unnatural  spinning  action  of  the  majority  of  arti- 
ficials being  abandoned,  and  a  perfectly  natural 
swimming  and  darting  action  substituted.  The 
natural  appearance  of  a  moving,  self-propelled  fish 
is  added  to  by  the  action  of  the  tail,  which  when 
moving  through  the  water,  even  at  a  very  moderate 
speed,  revolves  most  attractively,  completing  the 
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lifelike  appearance.  The  bait  is  armed  on  the 
double  hook  loop  principle,  and  in  case  of  a  break 
from  a  snag  or  other  cause,  can  be  replaced  in  a 
moment  at  a  very  small  cost.  The  hooks  lie  along 
the  back  of  the  bait,  being  secured  by  the  double 
metal  fin,  but  immediately  they  are  struck  becomes 
detached  from  the  bait,  which  swings  from  the  metal 
eye,  leaving  the  hooks  only  in  the  mouth  of  the  fish." 

I  have  often  heard  anglers  and  others  sneer  at 
"  Rodditch-made  flies,"  and  at  one  time  they  cer- 
tainly were  a  very  scratch  lot,  but  for  years  past 
many  of  the  Redditch  houses  have,  so  to  speak, 
reconstructed  their  fly  departments,  and  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  to  tell  a  best  Redditch  fly  from  any 
other  best  make.  Mr.  Guise  showed  me  many 
samples  of  their  trout  flies  on  eyed  hooks,  which 
were  excellent— double  split  wings  nicely  pointed — 
in  fact,  I  cannot  understand  how  such  excellent^ 
work  Can  be  turned  out  at  such  a  moderate  price. 
In  a  few  cases  the  flies  are  over-hackled  for  my 
taste,  but  I  know  many  clinking  dry-fly  men  who 
love  a  lot  of  hackle.  The  hooks  stand  the  very 
severe  test  of  pulling  on  the  point  held  against  an 
oak  table  so  the  gape  is  opened  considerably  and 
go  back  into  shape  on  being  released.  A  bad  hook 
tested  thus  either  breaks  or  bends  open  and  keeps 
open. 

The  "  Thomas  "  reel  (patent),  in  selected  walnut, 
is  of  the  capless  or  sea  reel  type.  For  this  reel  it 
is  claimed  that :  "  Working  on  a  steel  centre,  into 
an  extended  or  outer  cone,  with  improved  latch 


The  "Thomas"  Reel  (Patent). 


work,  the  barrel,  or  revolving  portion,  is  instantly 
detachable  from  the  arm  carrying  the  rod  plate. 
Its  chief  points  are,  perfect  freedom  from  oscilla- 
tion, and  consequent  easy  action  on  the  steel 
spindle  and  centre,  on  which  it  runs,  in  touch  with 
the  adjustable  cone  screw.  Having  no  cap,  or 
wood  back,  warping  and  binding,  under  any 
ordinary  or  extreme  climatic  conditions,  is  totally 
impossible.  The  arm  and  spindle  is  made  to  carry 
any  size  barrel  required,  and  by  an  arrangement  of 
perfectly  exact  bearings,  it  will  carry  a  5in.  pike  or 
a  2|in.  roach  barrel."  R.  B.  Mabston. 

THE  MACKEREL. 

{Scomber  scombrus.) 
[From   the   revised   edition  op    "The  Sea- 

FiSHEBMAN,"  by  the  late  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  347.) 

This  well-known  fish  is  taken  in  large  numbers  by 
seine  and  drift-nets,  and  affords  excellent  sport 
with  hook  and  line  ;  it  is  taken  by  the  latter  in 
considerable  quantities  between  April  and 
September,  but  the  best  fishing  is  in  July  and 
August.  They  are  usually  caught  from  a  sailing- 
boat  during  a  fresh  breeze,  thence  called  a  mackerel 
breeze,  when  the  boat  has  good  way  through  the 
water  ;  but  in  calm  weather  a  light  rowing-boat  is 
often  had  recourse  to  with  much  success,  when  the 
fish  are  abundant. 

Sailing-boat  for  Mackerel  Fishing. — A  sailing- 
boat  for  mackerel  fishing  should  not  drawmore  than 
four  feet  of  water,  for  long  experience  has  shown  the 
fishermen  that  those  of  moderate  size  take,  during  the 
season,  more  fish  than  the  larger,  possibly  because 
they  disturb  the  water  to  a  less  depth  than  others 
of  a  heavier  draught,  and  consequently  do  not  excite 
so  much  apprehension  among  the  fish.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  boat  may  be  too  small,  and  I  would 
therefore  recommend  one  of  about  five  tons,  eight 
feet  beam,  and  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  feet  over 
aU,  as  the  most  advantageous  size,  figured  and 
described  as  the  Itchen  River  Rig  (Fig.  1). 
The  minimum  size  for  this  fishing  I  would  limit  to 
fifteen  feet  over  all,  because  if  smaller  they  will  not 
make  sufficient  headway  in  disturbed  water.  On 
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different  parts  of  the  coast  boats  of  varied  form  and 
rig  will  be  met  with,  each  supposed  to  be  adapted 
to  the  exigencies  of  its  particular  locality.  Any 
fore-and-aft  rigged  boat  is  fit  for  mackerel  fishing, 
supposing  she  is  handy  under  sail,  whether  a  sprit, 
a  gaff,  or  working  lug  sail,  but  the  ordinary  or 
dipping  lug  is  not,  as  it  must  be  lowered,  dipped, 
and  hoisted  anew  every  time  the  boat  tacks.  In 
addition,  it  is  a  rig  fraught  with  risk,  unless  in  the 
most  practised  hands,  for  if  taken  aback,  the  portion 
of  sail  before  the  mast  is  so  large  that  the  risk  of 
capsizing  is  imminent,  as  the  tack  being  fixed  to 
the  stem  or  weather  bow,  the  boat  cannot  readily 
be  freed  from  the  pressure. 

Lines. — For  reeling  or  railing — that  is  to  say' 
towing  weighty  plummets  under  sail — I  do  not  find 
any  kind  of  lines  equal  to  those  made  of  the  double 
Bridport  flax  or  cotton  snooding,  manufactured  for 
Guernsey  to  the  pattern  furnished  by  the  late  Peter 
le  Noury,  which,  consisting  only  of  two  strands,  do 
not  evince  that  tendency  to  snarl  and  become 
entangled  so  often  characteristic  of  a  threefold  line. 

Leads. — Much  variety  exists  in  the  shape  o^ 
mackerel  leads,  but  I  find  the  most  expert  fishermen 
of  both  Great  Britain  and  France  have  (in  all  pro- 
bability without  comparison  of  their  experiences) 
adopted  those  of  either  a  spherical  or  fig-shaped 
form,  both  of  which  will  tow  after  the  boat 
more  quietly  and  steadily  than  those  of  a  different 
siiape  ;  this  latter  property  is  an  essential  require- 
ment, and  the  want  of  it  will  lead  to  continual 
fouling  if  using  from  four  to  six  lines. 

As  a  round  lead,  of  course,  evinces  a  disposition 
to  roll,  a  slip  of  wood  two  or  three  feet  long  is 
commonly  nailed  along  the  seat  or  water-way  of  the 
boat  to  steady  it,  when  you  drop  the  lead  to  haul 
in  a  fish  by  the  snood.  Sailing- boats  of  from 
seventeen  feet  and  upwards  should  be  provided 
with  a  set  of  three  pairs  of  leads,  of  three,  two,  and 
one  pound  weight,  with  a  pair  of  half-pounders  for 
light  weather  ;  when  the  three  pounds  are  in  use, 
the  hahes  may  be  kept  on  board,  and  vice  versa. 

The  length  of  line  is,  for  the  three-pounders  five 


Fig.  1. 

fatlioms,  two  ditto  seven  fathoms,  one  poimd  nine 
fatlioms,  and  halves  twelve  fathoms ;  and  the 
length  of  snood  below  the  lead  one  and  a  half 
fathom  for  the  three-pounders,  two  fathoms  for  the 
two-pounders,  and  two  and  a  half  for  the  leads  of 
one,  and  of  a  half-pound  weight,  to  the  ends  of 
which  two  or  three  feet  of  the  strongest  single 
silkworm  salmon-gut  is  added,  and  to  this  the  hook 
is  bent.  At  Plymouth  for  some  years  gimp  has 
been  used  for  snood  between  the  lead  and  the  gut 
bottom.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  use,  as  it  is  weighty 
and  does  not  readily  blow  on  board  when  cast  to 
windward,  but  must  not  be  trusted  beyond  one 
season,  as  the  salt  water  causes  verdigris,  which  rots 
the  silk  inside.  The  half-breadth  sheer  boat-shaped 
leads  are  used  for  mackerel  fishing  under  sail  with 
success  at  Plymouth. 

Six  feet  of  very  stout  cord  should  be  fastened  to 
the  inner  end  of  each  line,  which  will  not  chafe  away 
so  quickly  as  the  line  itself  as  it  passes  over  the 
gunwale  of  the  boat,  and,  at  the  other  end  of  the 
line  above  the  lead,  a  piece  of  whalebone  or  elder- 
wood  three  inches  in  length  should  revolve  on  a 
short  leather  sling  to  which  the  line  is  bent  on. 

The  hole  in  this  piece  of  wood  or  whalebone  should 
be  large  enough  to  allow  of  its  working  freely,  which 
will  tend  to  prevent  fouling. 

The  stoutest  kip  upper  leather  is  preferred  for  the 
sling  ;  cut  a  strip  three  inches  long,  the  breadth 
equal  to  the  thickness,  make  a  half-inch  slit  near 
each  end,  pare  off  the  edges,  and  round  it  by  rolling 
it  under  foot  on  the  floor.  The  best  snooding  is 
that  of  the  double  Bridport  flax  make,  or  double 
Shrewsbury  thread.  No.  18,  laid  up  by  a  rope-niaker. 
The  lines  with  one  pound  and  half-pound  leads  are 
also  jvery^  useful  in  pollack  fishing,  in  sailing  or 
rowing,  to  save  the  wear  of  the  horsehair  lines, 
t  Boats  above  six  tons  often  tow  four-pound  leads 
in  front,  and  use  besides  a  pair  of  threes  and  twos  ; 
this  is  chiefly  in  strong  winds.  With  boats  under 
seventeen  feet  over  all,  leads  of  two,  one,  and  half 


a  pound  are  sufficiently  heavy.  Those  of  half  a 
pound  are  weighty  enough  for  a  rowing-boat  in  a 
calm,  but  for  quick  pulling,  one  pound. 

The  best  bait  is  a  slice  of  the  tail  of  the  fish  ;  and 
to  cut  it,  take  a  mackerel  by  the  tail,  and  turning 
it  on  its  right  side,  with  the  head  between  your 
knees,  enter  the  knife  on  its  left  side  two  and  a  half 
inches  above  the  tail,  and  cut  down  nearly  to  where 
the  tail-fin  joins  the  tail,  then  withdraw  the  knife, 
and  passing  it  lightly  across,  take  up  the  bait,  and 
lay  it  on  a  piece  of  cork  with  the  bright  side  down 
wards  ;  now  pass  the  hook  through  the  smaller  end, 
and  all  is  complete. 

Be  careful  not  to  cut  below  the  red  flesh,  which 
is  the  first  layer  under  the  skin,  or  the  bait  will  be 
too  thick  to  fillip  or  flip  in  the  water,  upon  which 
much  of  its  attractiveness  depends  ;  the  lish  admits 
of  the  bait  being  cut  thinner  from  the  left  than  from 
the  right  side,  which  is  therefore  preferred.  This 
bait  is  termed  a  last,  lask,  float,  or  fion. 

Having  met  with,  or  as  it  is  called  struck,  the 
fish,  you  will  probably  take  many  without  any 
check,  but  immediately  you  lose  them,  wear  the 
boat  roimd  on  her  heel  and  run  back  over  the  same 
course,  when  you  will  probably  strike  them  again. 

Five  or  six  hundred  mackerel,  or  even  more,  are 
frequently  taken  in  a  day  by  this  method  of  fishing, 
under  the  favouring  circumstances  of  a  cloudy  sky 
and  a  fresh  breeze  ;  but  under  oars  a  hundred  fish 
is  much  above  the  average. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season,  when  the  fish  are 
shy,  a  dead  sand-eel  is  used  to  bait  the  hook  with 
much  success. 

Booms  or  Bobbers  for  Mackerel  Fishing^. — The 
Hampshire  and  Devonshire  fishermen,  and  those  of 
some  other  portions  of  the  coast,  use  a  stout  rod  or 
small  spar  rigged  out  over  the  gunwale  of  the  boat, 
the  length  of  which  is  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  ; 
two  of  these  rods,  booms,  or  bobbers,  are  secured  to 
the  main  rigging  of  the  boat,  so  that  they  may  not 
drag  backwards  by  the  strain  of  the  lines,  which 
hang  from  the  tops  of  these  bobbers,  being  made 
fast  to  a  separate  piece  of  line,  one  end  of  which  is 
secured  to  the  top  of  the  rod,  the  other  to  the 
fi.shing  line,  the  end  of  which 
with  the  reel  is  kept  inboard. 
In  large  boats  exceeding  four 

)feet  draught,  they  are  useful  to 
keep  the  lines  out  of  the  dis- 

 y     turbed  water,  but  in  small  boats 

'  '  their  advantage  is  questionable. 

It  is  possible  to  go  too  fast  for 
mackerel :  at  four  miles  an  hour 
the  heavy  leads  will  do  good 
service  ;  carry,  therefore,  only  sufficient  sail  to 
ensure  good  "  dray- way  "  through  the  water. 

Artificial  Baits  consist  of  white  and  red 
feather  or  other  gaudy  flies,  or  mother  -  of  - 
pearl  fish  two  inches  long,  and  of  late  years 
artificial  spirming  baits  have  been  introduced.  They 
are  especially  useful  for  mackerel  fishing,  although 
other  kinds  of  fish  are  taken  with  them.  Every 
amateur  should  keep  a  few  by  him,  as  they  are  as 
cheap  as  useful.  I  prefer  them  with  one  hook  for 
mackerel  fishing.  A  bit  of  tobacco  pipe  (see  fig.  1)  is 
often  used  by  fishermen  with  much  success,  and  the 
best  plan  of  fixing  it  is  as  here  represented,  which 
can,  however,  only  be  managed  with  a  Limerick 
hook  ;  having  no  flattened  top,  this  will  enter  the 
hole  in  the  pipe  easily.  However,  sea  fishermen 
often  use  it  with  a  common  sea-hook,  and  with 
success,  but  it  is  not  nearly  as  snug  a  method  of 
fitting  it.  The  hook  must  be  whipped  on  with  fine 
silk,  and  the  edge  of  the  pipe-hole  be  scraped  with 
a  pointed  pair  of  scissors,  that  it  may  not  chafe  off 
the  snooding,  which  should  also  be  lapped  round 
with  silk  half  an  inch  above  the  top  of  the  pipe. 

By  rowing  to  windward  of  the  shoal  of  the  fish, 
and  casting  the  flies  with  a  rod,  as  for  trout,  mac- 
kerel are  also  caught.  Not  unfrequently  using  two 
flies,  you  will  take  a  pollack  on  one  and  a  mackerel 
on  the  other. 

{To  be  continued.) 


CLOSE  SEASON  FOE  BAIT. 


The  action  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  against 
certain  tackle  dealers  who  were  nominally  fined 
for  the  sale  during  the  close  season  for  freshwater 
fish,  of  gudgeon  and  minnows  which  were  pre- 
served in  formalin  in  bottles,  will  doubtless  be  the 
cause  of  several  other  points  of  a  similar  technical 
nature  arising  out  of  the  aale  of  fish  during  the 


close  season,  whether  alive  or  preserved.  The 
illegality  of  sale,  out  of  season,  of  live  minnows 
for  bait  has  not  been  questioned  for  some  time; 
now  it  has  been  decided  that  the  prohibition 
contained  in  Section  11  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act,  1878,  was  subject  to  no  exceptions  and  was 
absolute,  so  that  the  sale  or  exposing  for  sale  of 
minnows  and  gudgeon  during  the  close  season  was 
prohibited,  whether  caught  in  the  open  season  and 
afterwards  preserved  or  not. 

The  question  naturally  suggests  itself  as  to 
whether  it  is  illegal  to  sell  smoked  or  cured  salmon 
between  September  3  and  February  1,  both  inclu- 
sive, but  it  is  provided  by  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act, 
1873,  that  the  penalty  imposed  for  the  infringement 
of  the  particular  section  of  that  Act  shaU  not  be 
incurred  by  any  person  buying,  selling,  or  exposing 
for  sale,  or  having  in  his  possession  for  sale  any 
salmon  which  has  been  cured,  salted,  pickled,  or 
dried  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or 
if  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom  between 
February  1  and  November  3  in  any  year,  or  any 
clean,  fresh  salmon  caught  within  the  limits  of  this 
Act,  provided  its  capture  by  any  net,  instrument,  or 
device  other  than  a  rod  or  line,  was  lawful  at  the 
time  and'in  the  place  where  it  was  caught,  or  any 
clean,  fresh  salmon  caught  at  any  time  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Act,  provided  its  capture  by  any  net, 
instrument,  or  device  other  than  a  rod  or  line,  if 
within  the  United  Kingdom,  was  lawful  at  the 
time  and  in  the  place  where  it  was  caught ;  the 
burden  of  proof  being  upon  the  person  selling  or 
exposing  for  sale. 

Now,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  such 
analogous  clause  in  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  coarse  fish  is  seldom 
cured  or  preserved  except  for  the  purposes  of  bait. 
Section  11,  Subsection  4,  in  the  Act  being  absolute 
and  without  proviso  or  exception.  Thus  there 
may  be  other  instances  of  the  infringement  under 
this  section  besides  the  one  recently  decided  upon 
—for  example,  by  the  sale  or  purchase  of  fish 
during  close  season  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  other 
fish,  birds,  etc.,  or  of  the  sale  of  fish  for  scientific 
purposes. 

It  may  also  be  doubtful  whether  the  sale  or  pur- 
chase of  freshwater  fish  or  the  fry  thereof,  during 
close  season,  for  the  purposes  of  stocking  waters, 
artificial  propagation  or  for  scientific  purposes 
would  not  after  the  recent  decision  be  technical 
offences  under  the  Act.  No  such  question  arises 
respecting  the  young  of  salmon,  trout,  or  char 
during  their  close  season,  as  the  sale  thereof  for 
artificial  propagation  or  for  scientific  purposes  is 
provided  for  by  Section  15  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act,  1861.  Subject  however  to  written 
licence  from  the  Board  of  Conservators  for  the 
district. 

It  is  suggested  that  when  the  Freshwater  Fish- 
eries Act  was  passed,  the  Legislature  had  the 
question  of  bait  in  view,  and  if  it  had  been  intended 
to. legalise  the  sale  of  this  kind  of  fish  as  bait 
during  close  season,  some  proviso  to  that  effect 
would  have  been  made.  Probably  this  was  so 
as  regards  live  bait,  but  was  it  intended  that  it 
should  extend  to  preserved  bait  ? 

It  may,  by  the  way,  be  mentioned  that  some 
section  of  the  Act  permits  the  taking,  during  close 
season,  with  the  leave  of  the  owner  of  the  fishery, 
freshwater  fish  for  bait,  which  in  itself  seems  to 
indicate  a  tendency  to  leniency. 

Surely  there  must  have  been  an  oversight  in 
drafting,  as  it  could,  never  have  been  intended  that 
the  Act  should  be  so  stringent  as  to  include 
minnows  and  gudgeon  that  are  preserved,  when 
special  provision  is  made,  as  above  mentioned,  by 
the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873,  for  cured  or  pickled 
salmon,  an  article  of  food  and  of  considerable 
commercial  value. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  quite  what  can  be  the  object 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  in  endeavouring  so 
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strenuously  to  protect  the  minnow,  which  has 
never  been  an  article  of  human  food. 

Under  the  present  circu  instances  it  therefore 
behoves  those  anglers  who  arc  partial  to  that  form 
of  sport  which  requires  a  minnow  or  gudgeon  as  a 
lure  to  lay  in  a  stock  on  or  before  March  14, 
otherwise  they  will  be  prohibited  from  purchase 
till  June  16  following.  J.  E.  B. 


"A  HAMPSHIEE  TEOUT." 


All  trout  anglers  will,  I  feel  sure,  be  pleased  with 
the  picture  of  the  Hampshire  trout,  which  is 
reproduced  by  permission  of  that  good  angler  and 
artist  Mr.  A.  W.  Cooper,  from  his  original  drawing. 
I  hope  that  trout  anglers  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom  will  have  a  brace  or  two  of  lovely  trout 
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The  May  Fly  on  the  Windrush. 

Mr.  James  Ogden,  28,Winchcomb-street,  Chelten- 
ham, who  makes  such  grand  artificial  May  Flies, 
writes : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Noticing  your  request  for  informa- 
tion re  appearance  of  May  Fly  there  has  been  a 
good  rise  of  this  welcome  visitor  on  a  particularly 
favoured  portion  of  the  upper  reach  of  the  Windrush 
since  May  8,  on  which  date  and  every  day  since 
nice  baskets  have  been  taken  with  the  artificial. 
Strange  to  say,  there  are  still  no  signs  of  its  appear- 
ance above  or  below  this  length,  which  is  broader, 
more  shallow  and  sheltered  than  any  other  part  of 
the  stream.  I  have  known  it  three  weeks  earlier 
at  this  point  than  a  mile  lower  down.  Some  expect 
it  earlier  this  season  owing  to  low  water  in  the 
spring,  but  my  own  experience  is  that  the  cream  of 
the  May  Fly  is  on  or  about  Derby  Day  on  most  of 
the  Gloucestershire  streams." 
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"  The  continued  cold  has  kept  back  tlie  rise  of  the 
Green  Drake  very  consideraVjiy,  and  it  was  only 
yesterday.  May  21,  that  it  began  to  rise  any  way 
freely  on  the  shallowH.  Just  as  I  had  a  sufficient 
supply  for  dapping  purpo.ses  collected  the  wind  died 
away,  and  all  one  could  do  was  to  sit  in  his  boat 
and  watch  the  trout  rising  all  around,  some  of 
them  evidently  whoppers ;  a  very  few  have  been 
killed  on  artificial  Hies  and  baits.  One  I  saw  was 
4lb.  I  hope  to  have  better  news  to  send  next  week. 
— Yours  truly,  "  W.  J.  Thomas. 

"  Mullingar,  May  22." 


"  Lough  Mask,  Ballinrobe,  May  22. 
"  After  very  cold  wind  and  storm  from  north, 
Friday,  May  18,  was  mild  with  only  a  breeze.  The 
May  Fly  came  up  then  in  great  abundance  in  the 
Keel  river  between  Loughs  Carra  and  Mask,  and 
was  taken  well  by  the  trout.    It  came  up  abun- 


"  A  Hampshire  Trout." 
(Reproduced  by  pennissioii  from  the  original  drawing  by  Mr  A.  W.  Cooper.) 


like  this  to  their  credit  before  long.  Already  I 
hear  of  some  good  baskets  being  taken  with  the 
May  Fly.  This  inclement  spring  has  saved  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  trout — for  a  time. 

R.  B.  M. 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 

"  .Vay  21. 

"  Dear'  Mr.  Mae.stox,— My  May  Fly  notes  for 
this  season  will,  I  fear,  not  carry  us  far  forward, 
seeing  that  I  left  the  river  and  Dorset  this  morning. 
After  picking  up  the  straggler  on  May  15,  no  others 
showed  till  May  19,  when  I  saw  two.  The  next  after- 
noon, yesterday,  three  appeared  almost  simul- 
taneously about  4.30.  One  was  snapped  up  at 
once  by  a  trout,  the  others  kept  clear  of  the  water, 
and  escaped  the  fish,  only  to  be  picked  up  by  the 
chaffinches  which  lined  every  bush,  as  usual. — 
Yours  sincerely,  "  Edw.  Sturdy." 


The  Windrush. 

On  May  22  there  was  a  fair  sprinkling  of  May 
Fly  on  the  lower  waters. 

May  Fly  on  Windermere. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pearsall  writes  on  May  19  :— 
"  Spent  a  delightful  day  on  Windermere  in  a 
boat-house  !  Took  my  two  daughters  up  for  a  little 
Hy  fishing,  and  we  got  it— twenty  minutes.  How- 
ever, we  established  two  things — trout  were  rising 
well,  and  we  saw  a  '  rise  '  of  May  Fly  (four  all  told  !). 
Whit  week  should  be  just  right." 

May  Fly  on  the  Darenth. 
Mr.W.  B.  Leaf,  of  Eynsford,  Kent,  kindly  writes: — 
"  Yesterday,  May  18,  my  keeper  saw  two  May 

Flies  on  the  Darenth.    He  caught  one,  which '  he 

showed  me." 


dantly  also  on  Saturday  and  Monday.  It  has  been 
seen  occasionally  for  some  time  past,  as  usual,  but 
this  is  the  first  great  rise  in  this  region.  We  may 
expect  it  to  rise  freely  in  the  lake  in  a  few  days 
if  mild  weather  continues. — ^ Yours  truly. 

"H.  T.  Knox  " 

The  Pang. 
Several  May  Fly  seen  on  May  19. 


Broiled  Oysters. 
Wipe  the  oy-*ters  dry  and  free  from  grit.  Grease 
an  oyster  broiler  well  with  a  piece  of  suet  or  salt 
fat  pork.  Dip  the  oysters  in  melted  butter  or 
salad  oil,  and  lay  them  in  an  oyster  broiler  and 
broil  on  both  sides  for  a  few  minutes  over  a  clear 
fire.  Have  ready  some  rounds  of  toast  moistened 
with  the  hot  oyster  liquor.  On  each  round  place 
several  oysters  anid  pour  over  them  a  little  hot 
butter  mixed  with  a  few  drops  of  lemon  juice  and 
chopped  parsley,  and  serve. 


370 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mat  26,  1906 


WEIGHTS  OF  TROUT  FOR  INCHES  OF  LENGTH. 

By  E.  Sturdy. 


[As promised  in  the  article  on  weights  of  salmon 
for  length  in  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  of  April  14, 
we  now  reprint  the  table  for  Trout,  which  is  often 
asked  for.  That  our  trout  fishing  readers  who 
take  interest  in  the  system  may,  without  having  the 
trouble  to  look  up  back  mimbers,  have  everything 
before  them,  we  think  it  ivell  to  repeat  the  state- 
ment of  the  method  of  taking  measurements  that 
it  has  been  found  expedient  to  adopt.^ 

In  the  preparation  of  the  accompanying  table  I 
have  used  as  base  the  same  assumption  that  I  did 
for  salmon — namely,  that  a  SGin.  fish  weighs  201b. 
This  base  lends  itself  so  readily  to  the  calculation 
of  the  weight  of  trout  of  from  9in.  to  30in.  that  I 
cannot  but  think  that  others  long  before  me  must 
have  adopted  the  same  scale,  though  I  cannot 
recall  having  ever  met  with  such.  First,  it  avoids 
fractions  by  taking  a  whole  number  to  be  cubed  as 
a  divisor,  and  next  it  has  two  exact  equivalents  in 
a  fish  of  9in.  weighing  5oz.  and  one  of  18in.  weighing 
241b.,  in  addition'to  one  other  very  nearly  exact,  in  a 
21  in.  fish  Weighing  41b. 

With  these  four  starting  points,  little  difficult  to 
remember,  any  angler  who  takes  an  interest  in  the 
plan  may  almost  dispense  with  the  table  once  he 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  understand  it.  The  grada 
tion — I  mean  the  growing  increase  of  weight  given  by 
each  succeeding  inch — is  of  course  perfectly  regular 
and  easy  to  remember,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  fish 
of  about  one  size  are  concerned.  To  make  my 
meaning  clear,  let  us  suppose  that  the  fish  likely  to 
be  caught  are  from  l^lb.  to  41b.    Between  these 


..leasurement  should  be  agreed  upon  and  adopted. 
My  views  thereon  were  given,  with  a  diagram,  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2,  1904.  I  repeat  in 
short  the  recommendation  : 

"  The  length  of  a  fish  should  be  taken  from  the 
snout  along  the  median  line  to  the  extreme  end  of 
the  bight  of  the  tail  fin,  ignoring  the  points  of  the 
fork,  which  add  nothing  to  the  weight."  Using  the 
horizontal  rail  described  in  the  article,  my  gillies 
invariably  give  me  the  length  exactly,  even  when 
they  take  it  in  the  dark  ;  I  verify  it  often  when 
disposing  of  the  fish  the  next  morning.  If  they 
re-weigh,  I  notice  that  ten  hours  in  the  cellar 
scarcely  reduce  the  weight  of  a  301b.  fish  by  a 
Jib.  I  should  remark  that  if  the  weight  be  taken 
immediately  on  the  fish  being  landed,  when  he  has 
a  lot  of  water,  taken  aboard  to  help  hira  to  keep 
deep,  the  loss  will  be  much  greater.  I  have  seldom 
tried  it,  but  fancy  it  is  about  5  per  cent.,  say,  IJlb., 
on  a  30 -pounder. 


Inches. 

Lbs.  ozs. 

Inches. 

Lbs. 

ozs 

9    . . 

. .  0 

5 

20    . . 

3 

7 

10    . . 

. .  0 

7 

21  .. 

4 

0 

11    .  . 

.  .  0 

9 

22    . . 

4 

9 

12    . . 

.  .  0 

12 

23    . . 

5 

3 

13    . . 

. .  0 

15 

24    .  . 

5 

15 

14  .. 

. .  1 

3 

25    . . 

6 

11 

15  .. 

..  1 

7 

26  .. 

. .  7 

8 

16  .. 

..  1 

12 

27    . . 

8 

7 

17  .. 

. .  2 

2 

28  .. 

9 

6 

18  .. 

2 

8 

29    . . 

.  .  10 

7 

19  .. 

2 

15 

30  .. 

..  11 

9 

say,  the  second  point  inside  the  through  cut  which 
marks  two  feet  ;  the  length,  then,  2in.  short  of 
2ft.  is  22in.  The  pavement  and  wall  of  a  building 
can  be  used  in  the  absence  of  rail  and  post ;  in  fact, 
it  was  with  them  I  began,  but  found  so  many  incon- 
venience:; in  stooping,  in  the  cuts  becoming  choked 
with  mud  and  dust,  and  in  the  feet  of  onlookers 
getting  in  my  way  when  making  out  the  marks, 
that  I  adopted  the  about  3ft.  high  rail,  with  which 
it  is  a  positive  pleasure  to  work.  The  gillies  take 
the  greatest  interest  in  taking  the  measurements, 
now  that  they  have  realised  how  very  closely  the 
weight  can  be  guessed,  if  these  be  taken  to  a  nicety. 
This  nicety  can  scarcely  be  attained  with  a  rod, 
though  such  may  serve  when  better  means  are  not 
available.  The  swell  of  the  middle  of  the  fish  and 
unevenncs.s  of  the  ground  render  accuracy  difficult,  if 
not  impossible.  The  men,  while  kneeling  by  a  newly- 
caught  fish,  as  I  insist  on  their  continuing  to  do  till 
the  fly  is  brought  back  to  the  reel,  cannot  refrain 
from  taking  the  length  with  the  gaff-handle,  on  which 
feet  and  inches  are  cut,  but  are  often  out  by  an  inch, 
an  error  which  at  48in.  makes  a  difference  of  31b. 

"  It  is  deliberately  that  I  have  used  the  words 
'  estimate  '  and  '  guess,'  because  my  system  has 
no  pretence  to  mathematical  correctness,  though  in 
the  case  of  salmon  it  is  possible  with  experience 
and  observation,  by  the  aid  of  the  table  published 
more  than  once  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  judge  the 
weight  even  of  a  very  big  fish  within  a  pound,  or 
even  closer,  as  some  of  my  correspondents  aver. 

"  To  those  who  maintain  that  two  dimensions 
must  give  more  accuracy  than  one,  I  would  remark 
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weights  the  gradation  rises  from  4oz.  to  9oz.  per 
inch,  an  average  of  6^oz.  A  fish  of  19in.  is  landed. 
You  know  that  ISin.  is  good  for  2jlb.  Adding, 
say,  7oz.  for  the  extra  inch,  you  get  21b.  15oz., 
the  weight  in  the  table.  If  the  length  be  less  than 
18in.,  one  deducts  rather  less  than  this  average. 
At  16in.  about  6oz.  per  inch  should  be  deducted, 
say,  12oz.  from  the  2 Jib.,  which  gives  Iflb. 

It  should  be  understood  that  for  trout  no  table 
on  these  or  any  other  bases  can  approach  in  useful- 
ness one  for  fish  returned  from  sea.    It  is  obvious, 
though  I  do  not  recall  having  read  or  heard  it,  that 
decrepit,  injured,  or  worn-out  anadromous  fish, 
having  small  object  in  ascending  rivers,  are  Ukely 
to  remain  at  sea,  and  that  thus  those  returning  are 
mainly  in  a  uniform  state  of  vigour  and  condition. 
With  brook  trout  it  is  entirely  different.  However 
sickly  or  old  the  fish  may  be,  he  remains  in  the 
river  to  set  all  calculations  at  defiance.    A  further 
important  point  of  difference  is  that  salmon  in  the 
sea  have  an  unlimited  supply  of  food,  while  trout 
feeding  in  rivers  have  very  varying  supplies.    It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  the  table  serves  admirably 
for  sea-going  fish,  and  very  indifferently  for  residents. 
In  the  last  three  weeks  of  my  stay  in  Norway  a  year 
or  two  ago,  I  measured  and  weighed  fifty  sea-trout, 
not  one  of  which  failed  to  come  well  within  10  per 
cent,  of  the  table  weights,  while  I  have  since  at 
home  had  an  old  ogre  of  a  26in.  fario  which  was 
more  than  50  per  cent,  below  par. 

There  is  one  small  incidental  advantage  in  some 
such  table  as  this  being  published,  that  when  captors 
give  the  length  and  weight  of  the  fish  they  report, 
it  may  save  seme  of  your  readers  the  irritation  caused 
by  some  big-headed  cannibal  being  dcKciibed  as  in 
eplendid  condition.    A  imifoim  system  of  length 


[We  agree  so  thoroughly  with  Mr.  Sturdy  on  the 
necessity  of  a  uniform  system  of  taking  the  length 
of  fish  being  adopted,  that  we  reprint  a  part  of  his 
paper  on  the  subject.  At  trout  fishing  stations  a 
rail  marked  as  described  would  have  great  interest. 
—Ed.] 

"How  the  length  of  a  fish  should  be  measured 
to  assist  brain  and  eye  in  estimating  the  weight,  I 
reply  fully,  it  being  a  point  to  which  I  have  given 
much  attention  and  which  I  think  important. 
The  length  of  a  fish  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  taken 
from  the  snout  down  the  median  line  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  bight  of  the  tail  fin,  ignoring  the  points  of 
the  fork,  which  add  nothing  to  the  weight. 

"  Not  without  making  some  false  starts,  the 
method  of  taking  this  length  I  have  adopted  is  the 
following,  it  being  accurate,  speedy,  pleasant  to 
use,  and  requiring  no  other  implement.  On  the 
top  of  a  low  fence  or  wall  is  run  a  horizontal  wooden 
rail  some  Gin.  wide,  right  angled  to  an  upright 
post  or  wall.  The  rail  at  each  foot  is  scored  right 
across  its  width.  Cuts  of  Sin.  across  mark  the  half 
feet,  and  of  l^in.  the  quarter-feet.  The  scoring  of 
these  two  last  should  not  extend  to  either  edge, 
but  be  kept  to  the  middle.  Between  every  pair  of 
these  cuts  two  holes  the  size  of  a  split  tare  are 
made  to  denote  the  inches.  There  being  no  need  for 
figures  on  the  rail,  none  are  used.  No  one  is  likely 
to  take  the  two-feet  cut  for  that  of  the  three. 

"  The  fish  is  laid  on  the  rail,  its  snout  against  the 
upright,  and  should  Ue  there  till  the  length  is  taken 
and  verified.  Liftingupthe  tail,  etc.,  which  every 
one  seems  prone  to  do,  is  confusing  and  needless,  it 
being  easy  to  count  back  from  the  next  cut  beyond 
For  example,  one  sees,  or  feels  if  it  is  too  dark  to 
see,  that  the  end  of  the  middle  of  the  tail  reaches 


that  one  that  can  be  obtained  correctly  is  worth 
more  than  any  number  of  doubtful  ones,  also  that 
similar  solids  are  to  each  other  as  the  cubes  of  one 
of  their  dimensions. 

"  Note. — The  diagram  represents  the  first  two 
feet  of  the  scale." 
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I  HAVE  often  regretted  not  wrapping  my  ree 
line  round  the  rod-plate  of  my  reel  after  trout- 
fishing  in  figure  of  eight  (8)  fashion,  say  for  about 
3ft.,  when  bicycling  to  and  from  the  water  side. 

What  a  knack  the  line  seems  to  have  of  un- 
winding itself  on  the  reel  if  left  loose  on  the  spool. 
It  is  not  a  bad  plan,  when  "  the  day  is  past  and 
over,"  to  •wind  up  till  the  top  of  the  cast  is  at  the 
top  ring,  and  then  stop,  take  off  the  fly-cast  and 
pull  the  reel  line  do'STi  to  the  hand  at  the  reel,  and 
this  9,  10,  11  or  12ft.  of  reel  line  wrap  round  the 
outer  bars  of  the  reel  till  2ft.  or  3ft.  remain,  and 
figure  of  eight  the  remainder  round  the  rod-plate 
of  the  reel  to  keep  it  in  position,  and  thus  dry  the 
wettest  portion  of  the  line  before  getting  home. 

"  You  silly  old  beggar,  go  and  get  yourself 
cleaned  at  Pullar's,"  once  commanded  an  old  pal, 
but  I  saw  his  reel  in  the  train  afterwards  done  up 
as  above  ! 

How  many  of  us  have  fished  a  very  groggily 
necked  fly  (on  gut,  not  hair),  and  landed  perhaps 
anything  from  six  to  a  "  baker's  dozen."  Then 
came  the  parting,  and  we  laughed  no  more  .... 
Rather  a  better  one  brings  about  a  dissolution,  or' 
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should  I  say,  to  be  terminologically  exact,  a  division 
carried  by  the  Opposition  ?  And  we  wish  we  had 
taken  the  "  necked-old-aged-ought-to-be-pensioned 
old  hackle "  between  a  very  strict  finger  and 
thumb,  and  prematurely,  perhaps,  but  never- 
theless expediently,  effected  a  fracture,  to  the 
satisfaction,  at  any  rate,  of  the  person  most  con- 
cerned, from  the  Fishing  Gazette  readers'  point  of 
view. 

Will  I  ever  be  able  to  write  short,  clear,  concise 
'  ntences,  I  wonder  ? 
Reading  the  last  one  makes  me  think  of  "  Ter- 
minological," and  also  of  the  "  Paley,"  I,  for  one, 
so  patiently  and  persistently  tried  to  grasp  in  my 
■'  Little  go  "  in  the  eighties.  What  a  help  I  dis- 
covered in  that  cleverly  strung  together  pamphlet, 
'"  Paley's  Ghost."  A  famous  general  said  he  would 
rather  have  written  "  Gray's  Elegy  "  than  taken 
Quebec,  but  I  would  rather  have  composed  "  Paley's 
Ghost  "  than  these  meandering  lines. 

When  you  get  your  waders  skinned  off  in  a  new 
country,  run  the  risk  of  offending  your  extempore 
valet  by  very,  very  civilly  requesting  him  to  let  the 
insides  dry  before  the  outsides — for  your  sake  and 
the  family's. 

A  plover's  egg,  hard-boiled,  peels  easier  than  any 
other,  and  your  keeper  has  lots  of  time  at  that 
time  to  get  some  for  you,  and  they  can't  do  you 
better  than  by  gi\'ing  the  dear  old  much-begrowled- 
at  sandwich  a  rest. 

Plover's  egg,  March  Brown  time,  is  also  a  time 
when  Wensleydale  cheese  is  in  focus.  Perchance 
there  are  faddy  fools  like  myself  who  tire  of  bread 
and  beef,  bread  and  ham,  bread  and  potted  various, 
but  who  welcome  bread  and  cheese,  and — ("Oh, 
cheese  it!"  your  readers  will  say,  and  I  join 
issue).    Wensleydale  is  bad  to  beat. 

I  bought  manyyears  ago  a  I2ft. Yankee  split  cane 
rod  from  Atkinson,  of  Lancaster,  and  I  think  the 
price  was  a  "  bob  a  foot."  I  had  fished  a  few  days 
before  in  the  Lune,  with  a  similar  rod,  minnow 
fishing,  and  was  struck  with  the  "  bone  "  in  it,  in 
flipping  out  against  a  rather  nasty  breeze  smack  in 
my  face  ....  Well,  I  backed  it  for  a  place,  and 
right  well  did  it  serve  me  with  its  German  silver 
ferrules — thanks  to  my  never-failing  applications 
of  varnish  each  season.  Not  a  section  became 
unglued,  but  the  grip  last  season  got  sprung  in  its 
back  tendons. 

I  thought  this  was  a  job  for  the  vet.,  and  sent 
it  to  a  vet.  in  my  immediate  proximity,  and  got  it 
back,  as  the  cabby  said,  "  Oh,  asterisk  ! — (I  never 
could  really  grasp  the  full  meaning  of  his  expression) 
— but  it  was  still  sprung,  and  the  joints  of  the  cork 
overlapped  and  were  not  solid,  and  suggested  much 
discomfort.  Then  thought  I,  "'Why  hadn't  I  the 
hardi-hood,"  as  I've  read  it  somewhere,  "to  send  it 
to  Hardy  or  Farlow,  and  benefit  by  their  polite, '  do 
the  best  we  can,  but  the  result,' "  etc. ;  and  I  wish 
I  had.  This  very  evening,  after  a  second  visit  to 
the  neighbouring  sanatorium,  have  I  been  packing 
and  Aqua-gluing  the  grip,  and  dear  old  cheap 
German-silver  winch  fastenings. 

Remember,  in  future,  that  Hardy  and  Farlow 
will  answer  you  by  return  of  post  if  they  can't 
supply  you  ;  and,  what  is  more,  they  are  miles  and 
miles  ahead  of  any  of  the — (and  now  I  climb  down 
from  my  cheap  swagger) — firms  I  have  dealt  with 
in  punctuality,  though, of  course,  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  dealing  with  anything  like  all.  "  Return 
of  post  "  is  a  sign  that  tackle  vendors  are  "  rising." 

If  you  are  teetotal  don't  be  bigoted,  and  omit 
to  take  a  small  antiseptic  dose  for  the  keeper. 
Everyone  knows  the  old  wheeze  about  the  angler 
who  landed  fish  after  fish  and  refreshed  by  himself, 
never  tendering  Donald  the  flask.  After  the  third 
fish,  he  asked,  "  And  now  where,  Donald  ?  "  The 
gillie  jeplied,  "  Ye  drink  by  yersel'  and  ye  can  fush 
by  yersel'  !  " 

Quot  homines,  tot  sententioe  ? 
Men  change  with  years,  and  we  with  years,  and 
also  river  beds  with  floods.  If  you  see  a  likely  man, 
that  you  know  from  your  last  year's  visit,  deviating 
from  the  old  beat,  be  sure  he  ain't  taking  you  on, 
as  he  hopes  to  "  have  other  fish  to  fry,"  and  is 
doing  his  best,  ten  to  one. 

"  Mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest,"  is  a  good 
motto  for  a  fisherman  wherever  he  may  be,  as  the 
old  Tyler's  Toast  hath  it,  and  in  a  strange  country 
it  is  well  to  look  at  the  line  the  old  hounds  are  taking. 

I'm  off  to  bed  now,  the  fire's  gone  out,  and  the 
winter  of  our  discontent  prevents  any  rise  of  flv. 

:»      *         ♦  * 

My  first  batch  of  pheasants'  eggs,  have  come 
down.    (N.B. — Always  eat  the  first  lot,  they  are 


nearly  as  good  as  plovers',  and  some  of  them  will 
be  shelled  by  the  reservoir  side  to-morrow,  where 
the  lib.  lOoz.  trout  came  from  last  week.)  My 
only  fish  !  What  a  glisky  day  it  was,  but  like  a  lion 
did  he  charge  at  4.45  p.m.,  and  test  my  bit  of  hair 
and  home-brewed  Blue  Waterhen.  Eight  times  he 
leapt  ;  four  times  close  to  my  feet  and  twice  25  yards 
out,  and  was  courteously  saluted  each  time,  but 
very  slightly  at  the  25  yards'  distance.  He  proved 
lightly  hooked  in  the  top  of  the  mouth.  1  think 
fish  do  "  break  "  oftener  when  hooked  in  the  palate. 
It  is  by  no  means  a  common  place  to  join  issue, 
though.  If  you  should  lose  a  pet  fly  in  a  bough  or 
on  the  grass,  or  what  not,  when  fishing,  if  you 
become  aware  of  the  loss  at  the  time,  without 
moving,  repeat  the  backward  cast  and  see  whither 
the  remainder  of  the  flies  go  to  ;  then  by  allowing 
for  breeze  you  have  a  very  good  idea  of  where  to 
look  for  the  lost  Tup — I  mean  fly ;  evidently 
"  Tupp's  Indispensable  "  must  have  been  the  one 
wafted  by  that  horrid  little  puff  into  the  bush  you 
have  avoided  so  often  before.  There  is  a  lot  of 
joy  to  me  over  the  fly  that  again  rejoins  the  other 
flock  of  ninety  and  nine. 

A  few  throws  in  the  air  with  a  short  line  when 
you  have  wound  in  at  the  close  of  a  day's  salmon 
fishing  is  very  effective  in  drying  the  fly. 

I  learnt  a  trick  from  Archie  McDonald  in  the  Pass 
of  Brander  last  year,  when  fishing  a  longish  cast, 
and  at  other  times,  too,  of  getting  both  hands 
above  the  reel  after  casting,  thus  making  the  lever- 
age heavier  behind  the  fulcrum — namely,  the  grip, 
and  a  lot  it  saves  you.  "  Now  rest  ye  awhile  ;  ye 
flung  that  pool  warse  than  I've  sin  ye  sae  far," 
quoth  he,  on  a  nasty  blustery  day,  when  the  single 
gut  was  18in.  too  long  for  mySandowic  discretion. 
Mettled  up  and  rested,  my  fly  and  myself  at  the 
next  pool,  well-defined  Euclid's  definition  of  a 
straight  line. 

"  Brag's  a  good  dog,  but  Holdfast's  a  better," 
and  to  serve  me  right  away  went  a  good  fish, 
ejecting  the  hook  in  his  first  rush  right  down  stream. 
What  happened  I  know  not,  but  remember  in 
future  a  motor-car  can't  break  your  line,  if  your 
rod  point  is  up. 

Wlien  fishing  from  a  boat,  oil  the  soles  of  your 
boots,  as  that  is  where  the  water  will  probably 
come  in  contact  with  them  most.       Hair  Cast. 


FLY  FISHING  ON  THE  BEAVEK 
EIVER. 

By  Edward  G.  Taylor. 

Last  July  I  was  one  of  a  merry  party  of  anglers 
who  camped  on  Beaver  river,  one  of  the  prettiest 
feeders  of  the  big  Rio  Grande,  in  Colorado. 

Three  hundred  miles  south-west  of  Denver,  on  the 
line  of  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad,  is  the 
small  village  of  South  Fork,  where  our  party  met, 
thence  proceeding  by  waggon  and  stage  to  our 
destination — a  grove  of  pine  trees  twelve  miles  up 
the  Beaver  Valley  from  the  railroad. 

The  drive  was  very  enjoyable,  being  made  along 
a  hard,  smooth  road  that  runs  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  way  parallel  with  and  within  sight 
of  the  South  Fork  river.  Then,  winding  up  hill 
through  a  country  diversified  by  several  mountain 
ranges  and  beautiful  valleys,  finally  we  hove  in  sight 
of  the  Beaver,  just  after  it  emerged  from  a  long, 
narrow  canon,  through  which  we  must  drive  to 
reach  the  upper  meadow  lands,  where  the  best 
fishing  is  to  be  had.  After  the  river  leaves  the 
canon  it  runs  along  between  great  boulders,  and  in 
many  places  is  completely  hidden  from  view  by 
dense  clumps  of  pine  and  hardwood  trees. 

If  one  cared  to  enter  the  stream  at  this  point,  the 
pools  are  alive  with  trout,  but  it  is  not  very  enjoy- 
able fishing,  as  the  trees  prevent  good  fly-casting. 
Sowe  proceeded  up  stream,  finally  entering  the  canon 
that  is  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  Colorado.  In  many 
places  there  was  just  enough  room  for  the  river  and 
roadway,  and  often  we  could  look  out  of  the  stage 
and  see  the  trout  swimming  about  in  the  crystal 
pools  to  the  right,  while  parties  sitting  to  the  left 
side  could  reach  out  a  hand  and  touch  the  rocky 
walls  of  the  canon,  which  rose  sheer  1000  feet  above 
the  river.  Here  the  pools  were  numerous.  The 
water  dashed  over  immense  rocky  dams  to  fall  into 
deep  long  pools,  alive  with  trout.  But  we  were 
going  up  to  fish  the  meadow  pools,  which  are  so 
numerous  that  in  walking  one  mile,  as  the  crow 
flies,  one  can  fish  two  hundred  pools,  many  of  them 
being  so  near  together,  owing  to  the  extremely 


sharp  turns  of  the  river,  that  an  angler  often  can 
stand  in  one  place  and  fish  two  pools  without  moving 
from  his  tracks. 

Just  after  passing  through  the  upper  end  of  the 
canon,  the  valley  widens  out  and  the  view  is  magni- 
ficent. A  mountain  range  on  either  side  protects  th& 
valley  from  chilly  winds,  pretty  clumps  of  pine  and 
hardwood  trees  grow  along  the  river  Vjanks,  and  our 
camp  was  soon  located  in  a  piny  grove  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river. 

Just  after  camp  was  established  two  of  the  ladies 
noticed  a  tiny  fawn  dart  out  from  a  dense  thicket 
and  drop  out  of  sight  in  a  clump  of  tangled  grass. 
We  cautiously  approached  its  hiding-j^lace,  and, 
searching  about  in  the  grass,  soon  found  the  little 
fellow.  When  we  lifted  him  up  he  trembled  vio- 
lently and  let  forth  a  series  of  piercing  cries,  but 
soon  quieted  down,  and,  after  we  had  fixed  up  for 
him  a  home  from  two  boxes,  he  became  so  tame  that 
the  second  day  he  took  milk  from  a  rag.  Before  we 
left  Beaver  river  he  was  so  tame  that  he  would 
drink  milk  from  a  bottle.  Mrs.  Freer  took  him  to 
Denver,  where  he  is  quite  a  family  pet. 

After  getting  things  in  shape  we  scattered,  some 
going  up  stream,  some  fishing  the  near  pools,  while 
I  made  a  bee-line  for  a  few  favourite  pools,  located  a 
half-mile  down  stream  from  the  camp. 

We  figured  that,  the  big  river  being  discoloured, 
the  trout  would  swim  up  the  South  Fork  and  Beaver 
rivers,  where  the  water  is  always  clear  as  crystal,  and 
we  hit  it  nicely.  I  tried  a  Queen  fly  with  great 
success  during  the  hours  from  2  until  4  p.m.,  but 
then  the  Captain  proved  a  winner.  As  it  was  no 
trick  to  take  small  and  medium-sized  trout,  we 
agreed  to  keep  no  fish  of  less  than  lOin.,  and  many 
were  the  yarns  spun  the  first  night,  after  supper, 
as  to  the  great  numbers  of  9in.  trout  which  every 
member  of  the  party  had  returned  to  the  water.  The 
trouble  was  that  as  soon  as  the  fly  would  strike  the 
water  several  small  trout  would  immediately ^dart  at 
it,  and  before  a  good-sized  trout  could  get  to  the  fly 
a  small  fish  would  be  hooked. 

After  studying  the  problem  a  while,  I  concluded  to 
try  the  one-fly  system,  snapping  the  fly  sharply  down 
on  the  water,  quickly  removing  it,  then  repeating  the 
trick.  This  scheme  worked  well,  and  I  soon  had  the 
satisfaction  of  hooking  and  landing  several  fine  large 
trout  of  from  1  lb.  to  21b.  each.  ^  Arriving  at  a  shady 
spot,  close  beside  the  stream,  I  concluded  to  take  a 
nap,  having  been  up  the  previous  night. 

I  was  awakened  by  a  snarling,  hissing  noise,  and 
opened  my  eyes  to  behold  two  minks  quarrelling  over 
my  basket  of  trout,  that  they  had  overturned,  and 
one  mink  was  thrusting  a  paw  through  the  opening 
at  the  top  of  the  basket,  trjdng  to  pull  out  a  trout. 
The  other  mink  was  standing  about  a  foot  away 
from  the  basket,  his  back  arched  high,  his  eyes 
fairly  popping  from  his  head,  while  both  animals 
were  emitting  furious  snarls  and  funny  sounds. 
After  viewing  the  scene  a  few  seconds,  I  happened 
to  move  a  hand,  rustUng  some  leaves,  and,  like 
magic,  both  minks  disappeared  from  sight.  i 
As  the  nights  were  cold,  the  water  did  not  warm 
up  before  nine  o'clock,  so  we  commenced  to  fish 
about  half-past  nine,  using  No.  10  flies.  Royal 
Coachman,  Cowdung,  Queen,  Coachman,  Grey 
Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Grey  Spider, 
Captain,  and  Turkey  Brown  patterns  proved  very 
attractive  to  the  Beaver  trout  ;  and  we  tried  many 
other  patterns,  soon  discovering  that  almost  any 
small  fly  would  catch  fish,  although  some  were 
much  better  killers  than  others.  For  instance,  I 
agreed  to  use  nothing  but  a  Captain  fly  aU  of^one 
day,  and  filled  a  201b.  creel  with  trout  averaging 
llin.  in  length.  The  following  day  j\Ir.  Freer  and 
his  wife  borrowed  a  couple  of  Captain  flies,  and  I 
agreed  to  use  nothing  but  a  Grey  Palmer.  Again  I 
filled  my  creel,  while  the  Freers  only  took  thirteen 
trout  each,  none  of  them  being  over  9in.  in  length. 

Mr.  Freer  was  used  to  fly-fishing  down  stream,  and 
when  he  caught  on  to  the  knack  of  fishing  up  stream 
he  was  surprised  and  delighted  to  see  how  easy  it  was 
to  catch  larger  trout,  using  any  one  of  a  dozen 
different  patterns  of  flies.  One  day  we  fished  a  long, 
beautiful  pool,  fishing  down  stream,  and  after  catch- 
ing two  trout  from  this  pool  not  another  rise  could 
either  of  us  get.  Making  a  detour,  we  fished  the  same 
pool,  beginning  at  the  lower  end,  and  I  stood  quietly 
by  coaching  Mr.  Freer,  and  in  one  hour  he  took 
seventeen  trout  from  this  pool,  every  one  of  which 
was  over  12in.  in  length,  one  being  17in.  long.  We 
soon  had  the  ladies  fishing  up  stream,  and  in  a  day 
they  could  take  several  fine  trout  from  any  of  the 
pools,  using  the  upstream  method. 

After  putting  in  four  days  on  the  upper  Beaver 
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meadows,  we  drove  down  to  where  the  Beaver  joins 
the  South  Fork,  and  one  of  the  ladies  caught  a  31b. 
rainbow  trout  from  this  pool,  which  so  enthused 
the  other  ladies  of  the  party  that  they  threatened  to 
remain  all  summer  at  this  particular  pool.  Finally, 
one  of  the_boys  remarked  that  the  small  patches  of 
dry  grass  near  the  camp  were  alive  with  field'mice. 
This  yarn  did  the  business,  and  the  other  ladies  said 
that  Mrs.  Freer  probably  had  caught  the  only  big 
trout  in  that  pool  anyway,  so  we  broke  camp  and 
tried  a  place  two  miles  further  down  stream,  on  the 
South  Fork,  where  one  of  the  party,  Mr.  E.  Spink, 
captured  a  51b.  native  trout.  The  fishing  was  very 
good  clear  up  to  the  last  of  the  1905  season  on  both 
the  Beaver  and  South  Fork,  and  many  trout  going 
over  41b.  were  taken  on  flies. — American  Field. 


THE   "  BEENAKD-SHAW" 
COMBINED  FISHING 
BASKET  AND  BAG. 


,^Mr.  Peeedy,  of  Messrs.  Bernard  and  Son,  45, 
Jermyn-street,  St.  James's,  London,  called  on  me 
the  other  day  to  show  a  new  creel,  the  invention 
of  Mr.  Fred  G.  Shaw.  The  illustrations  show  the 
idea  very  clearly,  but  they  do  not  quite  do  justice 


I 


to  it,  and  Mr.  Preedy  tells  me  the  finished  affair 
will  be  much  neater  in  appearance.  The  fish  are 
put  in  at  top  and  taken  out  by  opening  a  lid  at  the 
side  under  the  partition  on  which  the  bag  rests  ; 
the  basket  can  be  sponged  out  very  easily,  food  and 
tackle  are  kept  quite  separate  from  the  fish,  and 
there  is  space  to  carry  a  light  macintosh  between  the 
bag  and  the  basket.  I  thought  at  first  Mr.  Shaw's 
object  was  mainly  to  pr6vide  the  dry-fly  fisher 
and  other  anglers  who  have  to  sit  about  a  good  bit 
waiting  for  a  rise  or  a  bite  with  a  nice  strong  extra 
high  seat,  but  Mr.  Preedy  tells  me  that  unless 
specially  ordered  it  will  not  be  made  heavy  enough 
to  stand  sitting  on.  It  is  an  ingenious  idea,  and, 
like  all  Mr.  Shaw's,  very  practical  also.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  Mr.  Preedy  had  some  sport  on  the 
Itchen  on  Saturday  last,  although  the  hatch  of  fly 
was  very  poor.  On  Sunday,  when  he  could  not  fish, 
"  the  river  was  smothered  with  large  Dark  Olives, 
and  the  fish  taking  everywhere."  R.  B.  M. 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 


Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Mills,  of  Leonard 
rod  fame,  I  have  been  reading  the  fourth  edition  of 
"  Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  Theory  and  Practice."  I 
bought  "  Floating  Flies  "  and  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  " 
when  those  books  were  first  published,  paying 
fifty  cents  on  the  shilling — just  double  the  publisher's 
price — to  procure  them  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
These  books  were  sources  of  much  pleasure  and 
profit  to  me,  also  of  some  pain,  as  for  a  time  I  tried 
to  follow  their  teachings  indiscriminately,  without 
proper  or  due  allowance  for  the  different  conditions 
under  which  my  sport  was  pursued.  For  instance, 
I  had  a  rod  made  to  order  which  was  as  stiff  as  a 
poker — the  manufacturer  probably  did  not  under- 
stand just  what  I  was  after — and  used  with  it  a 
very  heavy  tapered  line.  That  rod  nearly  killed 
me  bafore  I  summoned  up  courage  enough  to  give 


it  away.  But  the  profit  and  the  pleasure  remained. 
In  fact,  I  learned  much  that  has  been  of  permanent 
benefit  in  the  matter  of  flies  and  fly  fishing.  How 
much  we  owe  to  the  good  sportsmen  who  have 
condensed  the  practical  experience  of  a  lifetime  in 
the  printed  pages  of  a  book  !  I  have  learned  to 
tie  every  kind  of  artificial  fly,  from  the  largest 
salmon  fly  to  the  smallest  midge,  from  books.  The 
modern  writer  (more  particularly  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford), 
with  aid  of  illustrations,  makes  the  whole  process 
so  clear  that  anyone  who  really  wishes  to  do  so 
can  learn.  Uncle  Tliaddeus  Norris'  book,  "  The 
American  Angler,"  taught  me  to  tie  wet  flies,  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  taught  me  to 
make  salmon  flies,  and  I  also  owe  something  to 
Captain  Hale,  whose  book  I  read  some  years  later. 

I  have  read  this  (fourth)  edition  of  "  Dry  Fly 
Fishing  "  with  great  interest,  and  feel  inclined  to 
jot  down  a  few  of  the  impressions  it  has  made  upon 
me.  It  seems  absurd,  yet  I  feel  sadly  discouraged 
over  Mr.  Halford's  change  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  exact  shade  of  colour  theory.  If  we  had  faith 
in  the  trout's  ability  to  distinguish  colours,  and 
the  shades  of  those  colours,  we  have  firm  ground 
under  our  feet,  a  rational  basis  of  action,  and 
satisfactory  explanations  of  many  puzzles.  Such 
a  belief  need  not  limit  us  to  strict  imitation  of  the 
natural  in  all  cases.    We  know  that  trout  some- 


times take  flies  because  they  resemble  those  upon 
which  they  are  feeding  ;  frequently  they  will  take 
nothing  except  a  good  copy  of  a  particular  insect, 
but  again  they  take  the  artificial  for  no  such  reason. 
It  is  alive  (apparently),  and  they  wish  to  kill  it. 
It  is  red,  red  and  white,  or  red  and  blue,  and  excites 
their  predatory,  ferocious  instincts.  In  many 
wilderness  streams  and  lakes,  where  natural  water- 
bom  flies  are  extremely  scarce,  the  fly-fisher  must 
use  his  fly  as  a  lure,  not  as  an  imitation.  It  must 
have  life  and  attractive  colours  ;  it  cannot  be  cast 
and  allowed  to  rest  where  it  falls  ;  it  must  have 
movement — sometimes  drawn  along  the  surface, 
again,  with  short,  slow  jerks,  well  sunk.  One  can 
move  trout  with  a  red  and  white  fly  in  streams 
where  they  wiU  rarely  take  it  in,  only  dash  at  it. 
It  excites  them  just  as  a  red  cloak  excites  a  bull 
or  a  turkey-gobbler.  In  the  days  of  the  early 
settlers,  a  favourite  bait  was  the  ventral  fins  of  the 
native  brook  trout,  red  and  white,  or  red,  yellow, 
and  white,  skittered  on  the  surface  of  the  water  or 
even  sunk.  My  extraordinary  Bumble-puppy  fly 
kills  because  it  is  wonderfully  alive.  It  is  just 
about  as  good  for  one  game  fish  as  another,  showing 
that  as  a  rule  it  is  not  taken  as  a  fly  at  all.  It  was 
created  to  catch  black  bass  in  the  first  instance. 

If  I  thought  that  trout  were  colour-blind,  or 
nearly  so,  I  am  afraid  that  I  would  lose  at  least 
one-half  of  the  delight  I  have  in  fly-fishing.  While 
the  snow-water  was  in  the  river  and  there  was  not 
a  fly  hatching  last  week,  I  could  not  take  a  trout 
until  I  tied  up  a  thing  intended  to  resemble  a  large 
larva  or  nymph,  with  a  red  tag.  With  that,  in  a 
few  hours  in  two  afternoons,  I  killed  thirteen  trout 
from  2^1b.  doMH.  None  of  the  native  fly-fishers 
would  go  out,  as  they  said  it  was  useless  to  try  ; 
the  trout  would  not  rise.  If  I  went  through  the 
storehouse  (or  lumber-yard)  of  memory,  I  could 
cover  pages  with  instances  where  a  slight  difference 
in  the  shade  of  a  Dun  or  other  fly  has  made  all  the 
difference  between  taking  trout  and  not  taking 


them — an  alteration,  for  instance,  in  the  hackle 
in  flies  tied  to  same  patterns.  Another  blow  to  me 
was  to  find  that  the  Alder  was  never  on  the  water. 
Many  years  ago  I  had  a  weakness  for  that  fly, 
dressed  very  small — probably  from  reading  Charles 
Kingsley's  "  Chalk  Stream  Studies."  It  is  so  long 
ago  that  I  am  not  sure  if  this  is  the  correct  title  of 
those  charming  sketches. 

In  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  "  (page  162)  an  unconscious 
tribute  is  paid  to  the  healthfulness  of  dry  fly  fishing. 
I  see  that  "  Red  Spinner  "  and  "  Detached  Badger  " 
were  fishing  together  at  the  end  of  May,  1815 — the 
year  the  Battle  of  Waterloo  was  fought — yet  they 
are  both  active  men  in  the  world  of  affairs  and 
fishing.  However,  this  is  probably  a  printer's 
error. 

If  an  American  angler  were  introduced  to  the 
Test  and  Itchen,  and  allowed  to  try  any  kind  of 
fly  he  chose,  it  is  possible  that  for  a  short  time  he 
might  kill  some  of  the  largest  fish,  using  his  flies 
not  as  flies,  but  as  lures.  I  say  for  a  short  time,  as 
I  think  the  fish,  being  respectable,  well-educated 
members  of  society,  would  soon  be  "  onto  "  the 
game,  except  on  very  rough  days  or  in  big  weir- 
pools,  where  there  are  many  currents  and  eddies. 
I  was  much  interested  in  the  fact  that  dry  fly  fishers 
have  taken  to  hand  lining  trout  when  they  go  to 
weed,  as  that  was  the  way  I  first  learned  to  fish 
for  trout.  In  the  Cumberland  Valley,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, there  are  many  fine  streams  that  gush 
forth  in  full  volume  from  a  great  spring  or  springs 
in  the  solid  limestone  rocks  of  that  section.  These 
differ  from  the  mountain  streams  to  the  north  and 
south,  in  flowing  through  comparatively  level 
country,  are  slow-flowing,  with  short  riffles  and 
many  dams.  There  is  much  moss  in  these  streams  ; 
they  are  full  of  food  for  trout  and  are  well  stocked. 
It  is  not  easy  to  take  the  trout  after  the  first  few 
days  of  the  open  season.  On  one  of  them,  usually 
known  as  the  "  Big  Spring  "  (I  forget  its  proper 
name),  the  catch  used  to  foot  up  3000  to  4000  trout 
on  the  opening  day,  over  100  rods  being  at  work. 

The  native  anglers  made  their  own  rods  of  two 
pieces  of  hickory,  lashed  or  ferruled  together  and 
painted  green.  Usually  they  cared  not  for  a  reel, 
but  wound  the  surplus  line  in  one  place  on  the  rod, 
carrying  it  from  that  point  and  hitching  it  at  the 
extreme  tip.  As  a  rule  they  used  but  one  fly,  and 
cast  about  35ft.  to  40ft.  When  a  trout  rose  and 
was  hooked  the  rod  was  dropped  into  the  hollow 
of  the  left  arm,  and  the  fish  was  played  and  landed 
by  hand.  They  did  not  allow  much  law.  As  my 
first  experience  was  gained  by  the  side  of  one  of 
these  old  fish-hawks,  I  very  naturally  imitated  him 
and  fished  in  the  same  way  until  I  learned  better. 
The  streams  just  mentioned  would  be  ideal,  I 
should  think,  for  dry  fly.  I  intend  to  revisit  them, 
but  probably  the  majority  of  them  are  no  longer 
open  to  the  public.  If  stocked  with  brown  trout 
they  would  produce  very  large  fish.  I  never  saw 
a  native  trout  in  them  over  2ilb.  to  2flb.,  but  they 
were  perfect  in  shape  and  condition.  I  saw  the  fact 
published  in  a  newspaper  some  years  ago  that  the 
Big  Spring  had  been  stocked  with  rainbow  trout, 
but  have  not  heard  if  the  experiment  was  successful. 
Probably  not,  as  these  streams  are  not  suitable  for 
the  rainbow,  which  deUghts  in  heavy  water,  and  can 
lie  in  a  tearing  rapid  4ft.  or  5ft.  deep.  At  least  the 
one  stream  in  the  east  where  the  Salmo  irideus 
was  introduced  with  great  success  was  a  big,  rushing 
mountain  river,  with  a  grand  caiion  (that  is,  a 
grand  cafion  for  the  east),  and  frequently  the 
fish  would  be  found  where  the  current  was  very 
strong — occasionally  at  the  top  of  a  rapid.  They 
had  a  habit  of  bolting  down  stream  at  once,  and 
this,  where  deep  wading  and  a  bad  footing  were  the 
rule,  made  the  killing  of  large  fish  exciting  and 
difficult.  The  only  course  to  follow  was  to  have 
lots  of  line  on  the  reel,  let  them  go,  and  get  on  shore 
as  quickly  as  possible.  Even  after  arriving  on 
terra  firma  the  going  was  dreadful,  but  the  grey 
scum  on  the  rocks  had  dried  off.  What  a  wonderful 
man  Mr.  Marryat  must  have  been,  and  what  a 
privilege  it  is  to  meet  such  occasionally  in  our  rambles 
through  the  world.  Kind,  genial,  and  generous, 
vrith  the  innate  nobility  and  strength  of  character 
which  we  presume  should  be  attributes  of  all 
men  in  human  form  divine.  Such  a  man  does  this 
old  earth  a  lot  of  good,  simply  by  living  on  it  for  the 
few  short  years  vouchsafed  to  him.  I  believe  that 
fly-fishing  has  a  good  influence  on  character.  We 
make  many  lasting  friendships  through  our  love  of 
it,  and  receive  many  benefits  and  much  help  through 
the  kindly  sentiments  which  it  inspires.  When  I 
was  a  small,  rather  weak  lad,  middle-aged  and 


The  "  Beenaed-Shaw  "  Bag  and  Basket,  Showing         The  "  Bernabd-Shaw  "  Bag  and  Basket 
constedction.  complete. 
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elderly  men  inconvenienced  themselves  greatly  to 
gratify  my  love  of  sport.  One  of  them  used  to 
carry  me  from  one  side  to  the  other  of  a  river  which 
was  too  deep  for  me  to  wade  with  my  short  legs. 
An  enthusiastic  small  boy  is  not  always  the  most 
desirable  companion  on  a  fishing  trip,  particularly 
for  a  busy  man  whose  time  for  sport  is  limited. 
I  have  rambled  away  from  the  point,  as  usual.  I 
wished  to  say  something  in  regard  to  the  usefulness 
of  ilr.  Halford's  books  in  this  country.  I  owe  him 
and  other  EngUshmen  a  great  debt  which  can  never 
be  liquidated.  Theodore  Gordon. 


CONCEENING  CAEP  AND  CAEP 
FISHING. 

Many  anglers,  although  experts  \vith  respect  to 
catching  other  fish,  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of 
the  habits  and  haunts  of  carp,  and  most  books  on 
angling  contain  little  information  on  the  subject ; 
their  authors  credit  this  fish  with  possessing 
abnormal  cleverness,  speak  of  it  as  most  difficult 
to  catch,  and  dismiss  it.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
is  a  mistake,  and  arises  from  a  lack  of  knowledge. 
Concerning  the  best  methods  of  circumventing  good 
carp,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  some  practical  hints, 
that  I  hope  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

Species  and  Size. — It  is  not  my  intention  on  this 
occasion  to  deal  at  any  length  with  the  different 
sorts  of  carp  known  to  scientists,  for  owing  to  cross- 
ing, especially  in  Holland  and  Prussia  (the  milter 
impregnating  the  roe  of  both  bream  and  roach), 
there  is  a  multiplicity. 

Those  best  known  and  usually  met  with  are  : 

(1)  The  common  carp  (Cyprinus  carpio). 

(2)  The  leather  (or  scaleless)  carp.  In  this  species 
the  scales  are  entirely  absent. 

(3)  The  smooth  carp,  which  has  scales  only  along 
the  lateral  Une  and  on  the  back. 

(4)  The  mirror  carp,  a  beautiful  fish  to  look  at, 
with  quite  a  metallic  lustre,  and  something  resem- 
bling a  bream  in  shape. 

(5)  The  crucian  carp  {Carassius  vulgaris),  a  bril- 
liant, small  species  which  does  not  possess  the  usual 
barbules,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  is  found  in  any  but 
stagnant  water,  especially  old  ponds. 

(6)  The  goldfish  (Cyprinus  auratus).  These  are 
the  leading  forms,  but  hybrids  are  sometimes  met 
with.  Carp  originally  came  from  the  East,  more 
especially  China,  but  are  abundant  as  an  introduced 
form  throughout  Europe,  and  many  other  parts  of 
the  world.  All  carp  are  of  the  family  Cyprinidoe, 
their  scales  are  large,  and  with  few  exceptions  they 
have  four  barbules,  or  beards,  hanging  from  their 
mouths.  With  respect  to  the  size  carp  grow,  the 
ordinary  angler  Mall  be  fortunate  if  he  gets  a  fish 
over  61b.  in  weight.  No  doubt  there  are  plenty  of  a 
much  larger  size,  both  in  rivers  and  lakes,  but  in 
England  they  are  rarely  known  to  exceed  15lb., 
while  on  the  Continent,  where  carp-culture  is  a 
well-established  and  profitable  industry,  they  attain 
a  weight  of  401b.  or  more.  Personally,  I  have  not 
a  very  high  opinion  of  the  gastronomical  qualities 
of  the  common  or,  if  I  may  term  it,  wild  variety 
of  carp  ;  but  I  am  given  to  understand  by  those 
in  a  position  to  speak,  that  a  properly-cooked 
portion  of  carp  as  served  on  the  Continent  is  by 
no  means  to  be  despised.  They  are  extremely 
tenacious  of  life,  and  so  long  as  they  are  kept  cool 
and  their  gills  moistened,  will  live  for  hours,  and  in 
some  cases  days,  out  of  water. 

Habits  and  Haunts. — Carp  spawn  about  the  end 
of  April,  and  soon  get  into  condition.  They  much 
prefer  stagnant,  or,  at  any  rate,  still,  waters  to  a  river, 
although  there  are  occasions  when  they  frequent 
streams  (in  some  parts  of  the  Thames,  for  instance), 
and  where  they  attain  exceptional  proportions  ; 
yet  the  ideal  place  to  look  for  carp  is  in  a  pond  or 
lake  that  has  a  fair  depth  in  parts,  with  plenty  of 
debris  and  vegetation,  and  sunny  shallows  in  which 
they  can  spawn.  In  such  surroundings  carp 
increase  very  rapidly,  both  in  size  and  number,  for 
they  are  vary  prolific,  and  where  they  are  left 
undisturbed  in  a  water  suited  to  their  habits,  and 
which  contains  plenty  of  food,  they  soon  reach  a 
considerable  weight.  On  warm,  bright  days,  it  is 
a  pretty  sight  to  see  them  basking  in  the  sun, 
swimming  just  under  or  with  their  dorsal  fins 
breaking  the  surface  of  the  water.  At  such  times 
it  is  useless  to  angle  for  them,  but  shortly  after 
sunset  they  invariably  commence  to  feed. 

During  exceptionally  hot  and  oppressive  weather, 
they  indulge  in  priming  and  plunging.    I  have  seen 


great  fellows  splashing  about  and  making  a  noise 
similar  to  a  fair-sized  dog  when  entering  the  water 
for  a  swim.  I  firmly  believe  that  carp,  like  eels, 
bury  themselves  in  the  mud,  and  hibernate  during 
the  winter  months.  At  any  rate,  they  are  seldom 
caught  after  the  first  autumnal  frosts,  except  in 
rivers  during  or  just  after  floods,  when  one  may 
presume  that  they  have  been  driven  from  their 
winter  haunts  by  the  extra  flow  of  water,  and  are 
induced  to  feed  similar  to  bream,  owing  to  the 
mildness  of  the  weather. 

How  Carp  Feed. — How  carp  feed  naturally  comes 
under  the  previous  heading  (that  is,  their  habits), 
but  as  success  depends  on  a  good  knowledge  of 
this  particular  habit,  it  demands  special  attention. 
From  the  hoodlike  structure  of  a  carp's  mouth  (or, 
more  properly,  lips),  many  anglers  are  led  to  believe 
that  carp  are  mostly  bottom  feeders.  This  is  far 
from  being  the  case.  For  instance,  that  careful 
angler.  Professor  Owen,  preferred  to  fish  for  carp 
off  the  ground,  and  I  certainly  agree  with  him.  In 
fact,  if  it  were  not  for  this  habit,  quite  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  waters  they  affect  would  be  unfishable, 
owing  to  the  quantity  of  decayed  vegetation  and 
submerged  dihris,  etc.,  they  contain.  A  good 
illustration  of  the  extent  to  which  carp  are  mid- 
water  and,  when  necessary,  even  surface  feeders, 
can  be  had  by  watching  them  being  fed  in  several 
ponds  and  lakes  in  the  London  and  other  parks 
by  both  visitors  and  attendants.  To  cite  an 
instance,  in  Battersea  Park,  where  they  are  fre- 
quently fed  from  the  rustic  bridge,  they  literally 
push  each  other  out  of  the  water  in  their  eagerness  to 
secure  the  falUng  pieces  of  bread — fish  in  splendid 
condition,  mind  !  and  31b.  or  41b.  or  even  of  greater 
weight,  being  visible  for  several  seconds  while  the 
struggle  continues.  The  unusual  disturbance  seems 
to  have  little  influence  in  sending  them  to  the 
bottom,  so  tame  have  they  become  from  continual 
good  feeding  and  treatment,  and  it  is  quite  clear 
that  carp  are  not  bottom  feeders  to  the  extent  that 
is  commonly  believed.  Needless  to  say,  angling  is 
not  allowed  in  the  lake  under  notice. 

Biting. — When  taking  a  bait,  carp  do  not  seize  it 
at  once  like  some  other  fish,  and  I  am  quite  con- 
vinced, from  watching  them  feed  and  the  deflections 
of  the  float,  that  at  first  (literally  speaking)  they 
only  test  or  mess  the  bait  about,  and  this  brings 
me  to  another  entirely  separate  and  essential  point, 
namely,  What  is  a  carp  bite  ?  It  is  a  100  to  1 
that  a  novice  would  answer,  "  When  a  carp  pulls 
one's  float  under  the  water,  of  course  "  ;  while  the 
more  experienced  angler  would  most  likely  inform 
one  that  a  carp  bite  is  denoted  by  the  slightest 
movement  of  the  float.  Both  are  wrong  in  the 
strictest  sense  ;  in  fact,  the  novice's  description  is 
nearest  the  mark,  for  although  the  latter  definition 
would  be  correct  if  the  expert  referred  to  the 
biting  of  roach  (and  especially  large  roach),  yet 
with  carp  this  is  hardly  the  case.  It  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  clearly  describe  the  exact  moment  when 
to  strike,  so  much  depends  on  the  weather  and 
water. 

I  most  decidedly  prefer  a  calm  day  for  carp 
fishing  —  bites  are  more  easily  detected,  and 
boisterous  weather  is  almost  certain  to  spoil  sport. 
Suppose  one  is  carp  fishing  on  a  calm  day,  when 
the  surface  of  the  water  is  like  a  sheet  of  glass, 
and  the  tip  of  the  tiny  quill  float  is  just  visible 
above  the  surface :  the  first  indication  that  a  carp 
is  at  the  bait  is  given  by  the  quivering  of  the 
float,  which  causes  a  succession  of  small  circles  to 
spread  over  the  surface.  Unless  carp  are  on  the 
feed,  the  rod  should  be  in  the  rests,  which  I  consider 
a  better  plan  than  holding  it.  These  circles  being 
the  signal  for  alertness,  but  not  the  signal  to 
strike,  the  hands  should  be  held  in  position  to 
grasp  it  and  strike  instantly,  but  on  no  account 
should  the  angler  take  hold  of  it,  or  should  he 
happen  to  be  holding  it,  he  should  keep  absolutely 
motionless.  After  these  first  quiverings,  if  the 
float  is  not  entirely  submerged  it  is  almost  certain 
to  give  a  decided  dip — this  is  the  time  to  strike 
lightly  but  gently,  and  play  your  flsh  to  the  landing- 
net  as  quietly  and  expeditiously  as  possible. 

Old  Angler. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  BRIGHT  ten-year-old  girl,  whose  father  is  ad- 
dicted to  amateur  photography,  attended  a  trial  at 
court  the  other  day  for  the  first  time.  This  was  her 
account  of  the  judge's  charge  : — "  The  judge  made 
a  long  speech  to  the  jury  of  twelve  men,  and  then 
sent  them  off  into  a  little  dark  room  to  develop." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  &c. 

Beporta  (to  ensure  insertion)  rrmst  a/rri/ve  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morrdng. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Henley). — Although  the  river  has  been 
running  in  very  good  order  with  a  nice  stream 
during  the  past  week,  little  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  Thames  trouting.  Several  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  the  cold  and  rough  winds  have  made 
fishing  anything  but  enjoyable,  and  no  doubt 
accounts  for  the  lack  of  sport.  Did  you  ever  see 
an  Sin.  bleak  ?  I  have  one  which  was  caught 
recently  preserved  in  "  formalin,"  or  "  Trouble," 
which  is  the  new  name  for  formalin. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  is  in  a  very 

good  condition,  and  the  rains  will  do  a  lot  of  good. 
Large  numbers  of  dace  are  showing  themselves, 
which  shows  they  have  done  spawning.  There  waa 
an  otter  seen  here  last  week.  It  has  not  been  seen 
since.  I  have  seen  no  trout  feeding  in  this  district. 
— Tom  Auger. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  May  19:— On  May  14,  Mr.  R.  C.  Hardy 
Corfe  caught  three  trout,  weighing  41b.,  31b.  8oz., 
and  1  lb.  8oz.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  one, 
21b.  8oz.  (boat).  On  May  15,  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe, 
one,  lib  6oz.  (boat);  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  one, 
21b.  4oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  F.  Ward,  one,  1  lb.  8oz.  (bank) ; 
Mr.  W.  ri.  Crane,  one,  lib.  4oz.  (bank)  ;  and  Dr. 
Rutherford,  one,  31b.  (boat).  On  May  16,  Mr.  B. 
Smith,  one,  1  lb.  12oz.  (boat).  On  May  17,  Mr.  F.  K. 
Peto,  one,  21b.  4oz.  (boat).  On  May  18,  Mr.  B. 
Smith,  two,  21b.  and  21b.  2oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cave,  one,  41b.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  J.  Sefton  Sewell, 
one,  41b.  (bank).  On  May  19,  Mr.  M.  K.  Peto,  one. 
31b.  12oz.  (boat)  ;  Mr.  J.  Sefton  Sewell,  four,  lib., 
21b.  12oz.,  21b.,  and  41b.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  Coggeshall, 
one,  31b.  2oz.  (boat). — Donald  Care.  [Mr.  H.  S. 
Hall  tells  me  that  no  great  improvement  of  sport 
is  likely  until  we  get  some  settled  warm  weather  to 
bring  the  fish  out  of  the  deeps. — R.  B.  M.] 

Coquet. — A  visitor  caught  a  sea  trout  over  31b. 
with  worm  near  the  Thrums  Mill,  Mr.  W.  Dixon  had 
a  few  yellow  trout  above  Felton,  Mr.  Hogg  had  a 
fair  basket  of  burn  trout,  Mr.  Taylor  had  over  two 
dozen,  Mr  Davidson  caught  over  a  dozen,  Mr. 
Potts  a  like  number,  and  other  anglers  have  had 
fair  takes  of  burn  trout,  but  sea  trout  are  scarce  up 
to  the  present. — G. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  etc.).— I  saw  a  good 
part  of  this  river  in  the  course  of  a  ride  the  other 
evening,  and  found  the  fish  rising  very  fairly,  chiefly 
at  Olives  and  little  black  flies.  I  only  fished  a 
short  time,  and  most  of  the  fish  refused.  Those 
that  fastened  were  on  Olives  and  the  Coachman. 
They  took  very  gingerly,  and  several  got  off.  I 
only  landed  a  brace.  Some  very  large  fish  were 
visible.  They  were  not  rising,  and  were  probably 
confirmed  cannibals.  Let  us  hope  they  may  fall 
victims  to  the  May  Fly,  now  nearly  due,  for  such 
fish  do  as  much  harm  to  a  fishery  as  pike.  The  rain 
has  been  doing  good,  and  water  is  fairly  plentiful; 
With  warm  weather  prospects  should  be  good. 
Best  flies  :  Bed  and  Grey  Quill,  Badger,  and  Coach- 
man.— J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Daxt  (Totnes  and  District). — Not  a  great  deal 
of  sport  has  been  obtained  this  week,  owing  probably 
to  the  fineness  of  the  water.  Mr.  Salisbury,  fi=hing 
at  Staverton  Bridge  with  a  prawn,  secured  a  nice 
81b.  salmon.  The  best  baskets  taken  in  the 
lower  waters  are  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  nine, 
M.  Revell,  eighteen,  H.  Full,  nine,  and  H.  T. 
Distin,  eight ;  whilst  H.  Searle  has  had  fair 
dishes.  A  freshet  is  badly  needed  to  clear  the  river, 
which  in  some  places  is  rather  foul.  The  arrange- 
ment made  between  the  Dart  Angling  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Fishery  Board  has  resulted  in 
twenty  fish  weighing  2581b.  being  placed  from  the 
nets  to  the  higher  waters,  at  a  cost  of  £22  7s. 
The  amount  to  be  spent  is  £30,  and  the  amount 
will  be  well  spent,  and  will  give  the  rods  an  op- 
portunity of  securing  some  fine  fish  that  would 
otherwise  be  slaughtered  at  the  Weir.  The 
Paignton  Urban  Council  are  confronted  with  a 
difficulty.  They  want  representation  on  the 
Dart  District  Fishery  Board,  and  have  nominated 
Mr.  F.  O.  Gadesden,  who,  by  the  way,  is  a  well- 
known  angler  on  the  river,  whilst  the  county 
council  have  appointed  Mr.  W.  G.  Singer,  and 
not  the  gentleman  suggested  by  the  district  council. 
Colonel  Studdy,  who  has  repeatedly  called  atten- 
tion to  the  destruction  of  salmon  by  fixed  nets, 
has  decided  to  again  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Ctunberland). — The  first 
salmon  of  the  season,  a  clean  run  fish  of  11  lb.,  was 
taken  in  the  Coops  at  Salmon  Hall  Itist  week.  It 
was  the  same  date  Jast  year  that  the  first  salmon 
W6ta  secured.    The  river  again  came  down  in  flood 
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at  the  week  end,  and  it  will  not  be  surprising  if 
some  sea  trout  show  when  the  water  fines.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good,  Mr.  T.  Johnston  has 
had  some  good  baskets  on  the  Association  water,  and 
elsewliere  sport  has  shown  an  improvement.  The 
May  Fly  is  hatching  out  slowly  on  Derwentwater, 
and  next  week  will  probably  witness  drake  fishing 
in  full  swing. — Blaoic  Tom. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Some  good  trout  have 
been  had  in  the  Ockment,  where  one  rod  had  over 
twenty,  six  of  the  fish  scaling  4|lb.  Mr.  R.  Hill 
had  a  fine  capture  in  the  Taw,  securing  a  salmon 
which  weighed  381b.  It  was  in  fine  condition.  A 
couple  of  moderately  fine  salmon  have  been  had  on 
the  Okement,  Lew,  and  Torridge  waters,  whilst 
several  fair  baskets  of  trout  are  reported.  Some 
fair  creels  have  been  had  on  the  Exe,  Greedy,  Culm, 
and  Yeo.  whilst  one  rod  had  four  dozen  on  the 
Carey. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tribataries. — After  the  warm  rains 
of  the  past  few  days  sport  prospects  look  bright 
for  the  first  time  this  season.  We  hear  of  good 
sport  being  had  on  the  brooks,  which  always  get 
coloured  before  the  Dove. — Foster  Beds. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Heavy  floods,  which  have  been 
required  almost  from  the  commencement  of  the 
season,  have  supervened  upon  the  rainfall  of  the 
past  week,  and  numerous  kelts  have  been  freed 
and  passed  seaward.  Although  the  water  at 
the  time  of  writing  is  in  excellent  angling  con- 
dition, sport  continues  to  be  retarded  by  the 
prevalence  of  cold,  easterly  winds,  accompanied 
at  intervals  by  mists.  These  conditions  preclude 
the  possibility  of  good  sport.  A  few  fresh 
run  salmon  have  been  seen  going  over  the  Fish 
Pass  at  Ruswarp  Dam.  A  few  nice  fish  are  re- 
ported to  have  fallen  prey  to  the  lure,  and  subjoined 
is  a  record  of  those  to  hand  :  Mr.  G.  Oldham,  four 
brace ;  Mr.  J.  Yeoman,  five  brace ;  Mr.  O.  Graham, 
eight  brace ;  and  several  others  have  had  fair 
sport,  some  of  the  trout  grassed  weighing  over  1  lb. 
Sea  angling,  in  consequence  of  the  cold  weather 
and  rough  seas,  has  had  but  few  votaries  recently, 
and  takes,  in  the  aggregate,  are  insignificant. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)i — Very  little  has  been 
done  by  the  salmon  rod  anglers,  but  some  trout 
have  been  caught  upstream  worming  and  with 
Black  Gnat,  Blue  Upright,  and  Spinners.  On 
Monday  an  important  meeting  of  the  Dart  Board 
of  Conservators  was  held  at  Totnes,  Mr.  C.  Barron 
in  the  chair.  The  clerk  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  H. 
Ford,  clerk  to  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee, 
pointing  out  that  their  powers  were  strictly  limited 
to  sea  fish  and  sea  fishing.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that  it  might  be  possible  to  arrange  that 
the  fishery  officers  should  report  any  case  of  infringe- 
ment which  they  saw  in  the  course  of  their  duties 
to  the  conservators.  He  could  not  say  if  they  would 
give  such  an  undertaking,  and  suggested  that  Col. 
Studdy  should  give  notice  of  a  motion  on  the 
matter.  Col.  Studdy  wrote  in  reply  that  when  he 
brought  forward  a  similar  motion  some  years  ago 
he  received  only  the  support  of  the  conservators. 
Since  then  the  Teign  Board  had  held  inquiries, 
and  Mr.  Fryer  had  personally  witnessed  the 
destruction  of  salmon  by  fixed  nets,  which  was 
openly  carried  on  under  the  excuse  of  fishing  for 
sea  fish.  As  both  boards  were  under  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  they  should  at  least 
co-operate  for  the  preservation  and  development 
of  the  fisheries  in  and  around  the  Devon  coast. 
He  should  say  there  were  at  least  250  net  fishermen 
engaged  in  salmon  fisheries  in  the  Dart,  Teign, 
and  Exe  estuaries.  Fishing  at  Exmouth,  with  the 
exception  of  bass  at  night  and  some  mackerel  and 
pollack,  is  very  slow  at  present,  and  warmer  weather 
is  needed  to  improve  matters. — Red  Palmee. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — March  seems 
to  have  come  round  again.  For  the  last  week  the 
weather  has  been  bitterly  cold,  the  wind  keeping 
between  north  and  east,  little  or  no  sunshine,  and 
rain,  hail,  sleet  or  snow  nearly  every  day.  Fishing 
has  been  very  uncomfortable  in  consequence,  but 
the  results  have  been  gratifying.  On  May  18, 
Mr.  Barker  and  friend  killed  sixteen  fish ;  Mr. 
Gunther,  ten ;  Mr.  Chadwick,  eight ;  Mr.  Gwatkin, 
six ;  Messrs.  Webster  and  Hayne,  four  each  ;  and 
several  other  rods  had  three  each.  On  May  19, 
Mr.  Chadwick  killed  ten;  Mr.  Gee,  seven;  Mr. 
Hayne,  six ;  Messrs.  Webster,  Chance,  Hart, 
Barker  and  Gwatkin,  four  each;  and  Mr.  Clegg,  two. 
On  May  21,  Mr.  Gee  killed  eight  ;  Mr.  Hart,  six; 
Mr.  Barker  and  friend,  three;  and  Mr.  Hayne, 
three.  On  May  22,  Mr.  Gee  killed  twelve ;  Mr 
Hayne,  nine ;  Dr.  Wright  and  friend,  eleven ;  Mr. 
Clegg,  seven ;  Mr.  Hart,  four ;  and  Mrs.  Webster, 
six.  The  best  fish  of  the  season  was  killed  by  Mrs. 
Webster,  it  scaled  21b.,  and  was  in  perfect  condi- 
tion, it  was  taken  on  a  very  small  zulu.  All  the 
fish  are  in  good  condition,  and  average  fib.  The 
rainbows  have  finished  spawning,  and  are  swarming 


near  the  dam,  evidently  waiting  for  a  flood  to  carry 
them  over,  and  escape. — Long  Dbift. 

Iiea  and  Tribntaries. — The  changeable  and 
unsettled  weather  has  resulted  in  few  anglers 
venturing  out  after  trout,  and  sport  has  been  quiet. 
Simday's  heavy  rain  and  subsequent  downpours 
have,  however,  greatly  improved  the  condition  of 
the  rivers,  and  with  summer  -  like  weather  in 
evidence  some  good  trout  ought  to  bo  taken  in  the 
Lea,  Beane,  Rib,  Mimram,  &c.  The  May  Fly  is  not 
reported  seen  yet.  Last  week  Mr  Pateman  landed 
a  trout  of  21b.  12oz.  in  the  Ware  district  of  the  Lea, 
and  Mr.  Jevans,  junr.,  secured  a  trout  of  21b.  4oz. 
in  the  Beane. — Izaak  Walton. 

IvLgg  and  Arrow  (JLeominster).  —Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The 
weather  keeps  cold,  but  a  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  used  fly  with  great  success,  and 
some  good  trout  landed.  One  angler  on  the  Arrow, 
on  May  18,  took  a  basket  of  nearly  forty  trout  with 
the  Governor.  The  prospects  for  May  fly-fishing 
are  improving. — Gvvynne. 

Otter  (Bndleitfh  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has  been  a  good  one  for  large  takes  and  heavy  fish. 
A  rod  at  Ottery  St.  Mary  on  May  18  took  four  trout 
weighing  31b.,  and  on  May  19,  eight,  weighing  4Jlb. 
Fish  were  all  in  the  pink  of  condition.  But  a  rod 
from  the  RoUe  Hotel  on  May  21  eclipsed  all  previous 
records  of  the  season  by  taking  seventeen  fish  which 
weighed  between  91b.  and  101b.  The  same  rod  had 
a  heavy  take  on  May  22,  but  exact  number  and 
weight  is  not  known.  The  flies  used  were  Blue 
Upright  and  Olive  Dun,  fished  dry.  Heavy  rain 
to-day  (May  23)  and  prospects  of  sport  good. — 
Hekon. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  better  condition, 
for  although  we  have  had  very  little  rain  in  the 
town  there  has  been  more  on  the  higher  portions 
of  the  rivers  on  the  moor.  I  was  on  the  Tavy  on 
May  16,  and  it  rose  about  six  inches  in  a  very  short 
time,  but  there  was  not  much  doing — it  was  so  cold 
and  a  nasty  wind  blowing,  just  such  a  day  as  I  had 
on  the  Tidy  the  week  before.  Some  salmon  have 
been  taken  on  the  Dart,  and  several  have  been 
after  the  peal  at  Virtuous  Lady  Mine  on  the  Tavy, 
but  with  very  poor  results. — William  Heabder. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — With 
variable  weather,  frost  in  the  early  morning  and  an 
easterly  wind,  trout  fishing  has  not  been  remuner- 
ative. A  few  brace  of  small  fish  have  been  taken 
from  the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  with  worm,  and  a 
few  fish  up  to  21b.  from  western  preserves 
with  minnow.  Harbour  fishing  has  been  good 
among  smelt,  bass,  mullet,  plaice  and  flounders, 
mullet  are  plentiful,  and  mackerel  are  no  a'  coming 
in.  In  reply  to  numerous  letters,  the  sea-trout 
come  up  as  far  as  Dell  Quay,  some  few  are  taken  by 
the  netsmen,  and  salmon  visit  us  in  the  spring.  I 
should  advise  visitors  to  stay  at  Bosham,  and  if 
they  can  arrange  with  Mr.  Grigg  Major,  he  will  find 
bait  and  boat  at  a  reasonable  charge,  and  pilot 
his  patrons  to  the  most  likely  venue. — Geobge 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  showers  during  the  last 
few  days  caused  a  rise  of  water,  and  coupled 
with  a  little  more  seasonable  warmth,  caused  the 
fish  to  move,  and  many  with  open  mpuths  were 
entangled  in  the  artificial  delusion  which  the  fisher- 
man cunningly  deceived  their  appetites  for  their 
own.  I  saw  two  nice  takes,  and  although  the  open 
waters  are  very  much  lessened,  the  many  fisher- 
men are  pleased  with  their  efforts.  Me.?srs.  Ham, 
Reavel,  Parramore  and  Pearce  appear  to  be  the 
most  captivating  in  their  strenuous  efforts  to  be 
foremost  in  the  greatest  numbers  for  the  season. — 
RtrsTY  Game. 

Teme  (Zindlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing,  and  sport  has  been  good.  On 
May  19  an  angler,  in  the  water  near  Burnay,  landed 
a  pike  of  nearly  301b.,  with  minnow.  On  May  21, 
Mr.  Husk  landed  some  trout  with  Orl  and  Governor, 
scaling  over  1  lb.  weight,  and  has  also  had  good 
sport  with  worm.  On  May  18,  in  the  Clun,  two 
anglers  landed  ten  brace  of  nice  trout  with  Red 
Spinner,  Governor,  Blue  Dun,  and  Hare's  Ear. 
Sport  has  been  had  on  Ony  and  Corve,  and  prospects 
for  May  Fly  fishing  are  improving. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teifi  (Iilandyssil). — Water  in  very  good  order, 
and,  with  the  rain  we  are  having,  likely  to  continue 
so  for  some  time.  A  lot  of  fish  are  up,  and  sport 
has  very  much  improved.  Fish  of  251b.  and  81b. 
were  caught  on  the  hotel  water  on  May  22  with  fly, 
and  one  of  91b.  with  worm  by  the  bridge.  Some 
very  nice  baskets  of  trout  also  taken  up  to  6Jlb.  in 
weight,  largest  just  over  lib.  I  anticipate  good 
sport,  as  the  water  could  not  be  better. — Vic. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neigrhbonring 
Kivers. — Our  northern  rivers  and  tributaries  are 
in  splendid  order  for  all  round  fishing.  North 
Tyne  and  Rede  water  very  good  for  both  trout 
and  salmon.  Mr.  Fleming,  on  North  Tyne,  killed 
thirteen  good  fish,  all  fly.    The  South  Tyne  has 


also  afforded  good  sport.  The  Tyne  salmon  fishing 
slow,  fish  making  to  upper  reaches  with  the  recent 
and  present  flood  water.  Coquet  flshing  well.  Good 
sport  on  Federation  water  also.  Anglers'  Hotel 
water,  Weldon  Bridge,  Mr.  Neville  killed  a  good 
creel,  one  trout  scaling  31b.  2oz.  and  one  21b.  3oz. 
Mr.  Clarke  had  a  good  basket.  Coquet  in  splendid 
order.  Mr.  Harrold  Coxon,  a  nice  creel  of  fifteen 
fish  from  the  Wansbeck  (fly).  Whittle  Dene 
fishing  well.  Mr.  Wright,  on  May  16,  killed  twenty 
trout,  also  several  creels,  varying  from  half  a  dozen 
to  eighteen  fish ;  Mr.  Bradford,  Newcastle,  thirteen, 
(fly). — Henry  A.  Morton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  still  in  a  very  low 
condition,  the  weather  has  been  very  cold,  and 
little  salmon  angling  has  been  done.  The  heavy 
rain  of  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday,  however, 
should  cause  a  welcome  rise.  "  Kills  "  reported  : — 
May  16,  Mr.  Cozlet,  two,  11  lb.  and  121b.,  in  the 
Forge  and  the  Llwyn.  May  17,  Mr.  Bentick,  one, 
91b.,  in  Parker's  Hole.  May  22,  Mr.  Sword,  one, 
91b.,  in  Coedyprior  Rocks.  Evening  trout  fishing 
is  now  in  full  swing,  and  several  good 
baskets  have  been  taken.  On  May  19,  Mr. 
Frank  Davies  landed  two  and  a  half  brace 
and  Mr.  A.  Jones,  two  brace,  three  of  the  trout 
weighing  over  -lib.  each.  On  May  21,  Mr.  H.  G. 
Powell  landed  a  very  fine  trout  weighing  3lb.  on  a 
fly.  On  the  evening  of  May  22,  amongst  a  basket 
of  three  and  a  half  brace.  Dr.  Hackett  landed  a 
magnificent  specimen  weighing  3Jlb.  The  majority 
of  the  trout  nave  been  killed  on  Powell's  Bustard 
and  grub,  which  makes  a  splendid  cast  for  evening 
fishing.  Mr.  Edward  Williams,  Llanusk,  had  quite 
a  novel  experience  one  evening  fishing  for  trout  on 
his  own  land.  He  had  hooked  a  fish,  and  was  just 
about  to  net  it,  when  an  otter  seized  the  trout,  but 
released  its  hold,  and  the  trout  was  safely  landed. 
— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  a  good  average 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  both  streams,  but 
a  very  cold  north  wind  has  been  blowing  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week,  and  there  has  been  an  ab- 
sence of  natural  files  on  the  water.  The  swallows 
and  swifts  in  hundreds  have  hunted  up  and  down 
the  rivers  in  search  of  flies,  and  it  has  been  a  treat 
to  see  a  fish  rise.  Very  few  fish  have  been  caught 
in  the  Wye,  and  the  same  reports  I  hear  from  the 
different  portions  of  the  Derwent,  two  to  four 
brace  being  the  best  baskets,  being  taken  with  the 
fly.  A  few  trout  have  been  caught  bottom  fishing 
about  Matlock  Dale.  Mr.  C.  Newbold  has  obtained 
several  nice  trout.  The  best  bait  is  ants'  eggs  and 
spinning  the  natural  minnow.  However,  there 
appears  to  be  a  change  in  the  weather,  the  wind 
south-east  with  a  little  rain.  The  following  flies 
should  be  useful :  Yellow  and  Olive  Duns,  Sand 
Fly,  Grannom,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  Oak  Fly,  and 
Mulberry  Bumble.  There  are  no  sigiLS  of  the  Green 
Drake  at  present. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  all  the  main  rivers 
have  been  very  much  flooded  since  Saturday  but 
they  quickly  run  down.  The  upper  waters  of  the 
Yore  were  in  good  trim  on  Monday  and  sport  was 
good  on  that  day,  several  good  baskets  of  trout 
were  got  with  both  worm  and  minnow.  The 
tributary  streams  of  both  the  Yore  and  Swale 
were  in  excellent  condition.  The  little  river  Cover 
has  been  in  nice  ply  during  the  last  few  days. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out  and  sport  has  been  fair.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  freshened  up  since  Saturday,  but  has  soon 
run  down  again.  In  the  higher  reaches  some 
excellent  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Kilnsey, 
Grassington,  Burnsall  and  Bolton  Woods  with  the 
fly.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Tadcaster  and  Ulle- 
skelf  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  the  flounders.  The  Derwent  has  been  in 
nice  condition  in  the  upper  reaches,  several  nice 
dishes  of  trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly. — John 

E.  MiLLEB. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beanly. — The  weather  was  very  cold  and  stormy 
in  the  Beauly  district  during  the  week,  and  the 
river  was  too  high  for  successful  angling.  Fishing 
the  Home  and  Falls  beat,  from  his  headquarters 
in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  Gibbons  had  the 
following  sport: — On  May  14,  one  salmon,  scaling 
lljlb. ;  on  May  16,  one,  121b.;  on  May  17,  two, 
9ilb.  and  8Jlb. ;  on  May  18,  two,  121b.  and  9Jlb. ; 
on  May  19,  one,  101b.  Some  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  were  had  by  the  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie 
Brae  rods,  the  best  being  one  of  eleven  trout, 
scaling  161b.,  the  heaviest  trout  weighing  21b.  lOoz. 
No  grilse  have  yet  made  their  appearance. — A.  R. 
'  Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — "The  cold  weather 
over  the  Border  continues,  and  yellow  trout  supply 
the  majpr  portion  of  the  sport.  In  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  Scott  creeled  ten,  and  another  angler  ten 
trocat.    Mr.  G.  Little  had  a  dozen  in  the  upper 


May  26,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


375 


reaches,  and  Mr.  Bell  ten.  Dr.  Rae  has  had  good 
baskets  of  trout,  and  Mr.  Featlierston  had  a 
sea-trout,  and  a  good  basket  of  burn  trout, 
t  In  the  Solway  the  fishing,  up  to  the  present,  has 
been  the  worst  ever  remembered.  OrJy  two  sea- 
trout  were  caught  in  the  haaf  nets  in  a  morning's 
fishing.  The  poke  nets  do  not  take  sea-trout,  so 
they  caught  nothing.  The  shifting  sands  in  the 
Firth  appeaf  to  be  damaging  the  fishing.  The 
Channel  is  approaching  nearer  to  the  English  side, 
and  the  SiUoth  sandbank  is  broken  by  the  tides 
oS  Skinburness  and  Bowness,  consequently  the 
Channel  is  approaching  nearer  to  the  Cumberland 
shore.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Scott,  Langholm,  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
at  a  fishing,  and  Mr.  Robertson  had  ten  with 
fly  in  the  same  water.  The  flies  on  the  water  are 
March  Brown  and  Iron  Blue  Duns,  which  hatched 
well  in  the  cold  weather,  while  Orange  Bumble  is 
coming  to  the  front  as  a  taking  fly,  but  Greenwell's 
Glory  tops  the  lot,  the  proper  dressing  for  which 
is : — Body,  yellow  silk  waxed  slightly  with 
cobbler's  wax  to  make  it  a  greenish-yellow 
hue;  hackle,  black  at  the  butt,  with  yellow 
tips  and  wings  made  from  the  flight  feather 
of  a  hen  blackbird  placed  upright  and  split. 
Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Messrs.  Murray, 
Crozier  and  Armstrong  have  had  good  takes  of  burn 
trout.  In  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Bobson 
had  fifteen  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Irving,  Rowanburn, 
caught  over  a  dozen. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.)- — Not  for 
a  great  number  of  years  has  this  river  been  so 
prolific  in  sport  as  it-has  been  this  season  up  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Oakley,  Balnagowan  Arms 
Hotel,  who  leased  the  Braelangwell  and  Gruinards 
angling,  has  had  as  follows  since  last  reported  : — 
On  May  7,  four  salmon,  161b.,  101b.,  81b.,  8lb.  On 
May  8,  one,  lOlb.  On  May  9,  three,  151b.,  II  lb.,  91b. 
On  May  10,  three,  91b.,  '^Ib.,  71b.  On  May  11, 
four,  lOJlb.,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  101b.  On  May  12,  two, 
111b.  each.  On  May  15,  one,  101b.  On  May  16, 
two,  101b.  each;  and  on  May  17  one,  91b.  On 
May  19,  'Mr-  Russell  and  party,  Balnagown  Arms, 
on  same  waters,  had  three  salmon,  121b.,  lUb.,  101b. 
On  May  21  Mr.  Russell  and  party  landed  three, 
1.51b.,  12Jlb.,  81b.— all  to  Mr.  F.  Prance's  rod— while 
Mr.  Blyth  and  party,  also  from  the  hotel,  caught 
three,  averaging  about  lO^lb.  each,  on  the  Inver- 
charron  water.  Almost  without  exception,  the  fish 
landed  were  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  there  appears 
to  be  a  great  run  of  salmon  at  present  on  the  river. 
Trouting  on  the  mountain  streams  is  also  good. 
On  May  19  two  anglers  were  out  for  a  few  hours  in 
the  afternoon,  one  getting  twenty-seven  trout  and 
the  other  twenty-four. — B. 

Dereron  (Banffsliire). — During  the  whole  of 
last  week  a  severe  storm  was  experienced  in  the 
Banffshire  district.  There  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain, 
and  frequent  showers  of  hail.  The  River  Deveron 
was  in  heavy  spate,  the  water  overflowing  the 
banks  and  putting  a  stop  to  angling.  Although 
rain  fell  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  water 
in  the  river  is  falling  slowly,  but  it  is  in  very 
thick  condition,  and  will  be  some  time  before 
it  is  in  order  for  angling.  There  was  a  heavy  sea 
on  the  coast,  and  the  huge  waves  have  done  a  large 
amount  of  damage  to  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the 
■  river.  The  sea  has  greatly  widened  the  new  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  the  waves  dashing  against  the 
banks  of  the  river  below  the  bridge  of  Banff,  por- 
tions of  the  banks  have  been  washed  away.  The 
water  was  too  high  in  the  river  for  the 
working  of  the  sweep  nets,  and  nothing  was 
done  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  week. 
Along  the  coast  the  bag  nets  at  the  , various 
stations  were  all  torn  from  their  positions  by  the 
tremendous  sea  running,  and  it  will  be  some  time 
before  they  can  be  removed  and  others  placed  in 
position.  The  damage  done  to  netting  since  the 
season  opened  on  the  coast  has  been  the  heaviest 
for  many  years. — H.  W. 

Looh  JUeren  (ElnrOM). — The  heavy  rains  of  last 
week  have  been  followed  by  cold  dull  weather  with 
'  variable  winds.    Some  improvement  in  sport  falls 
to  be  recorded,  a  number  of  good  creels  of  trout 
being  got.    Twelve  competitors  of  the  Perthshire 
'  Club  captured  twenty-six  trout  2Glb.  3oz.,  first,  Rev. 
Canon  Holder,  nine  trout,  81b.  8oz.  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane  Club  with  fourteen  rods  took  seventy- 
three  trout,801b.  9oz.  First,  Mr.  A.  Hunter  with  thir- 
teen trout,  lolb.  lOoz.,  second,  Mr.  J.  Millar,  eleven 
trout,  121b.  8oz.    For  heaviest  trout  Mr.  P.  Suther- 
land, 21b.  14az.    The  first  prize  at  the  Wellshot  Club 
Competition  was  won  with  five  trout,  51b.  13oz. 
.  Mr.  W.  G.  Grant  secured  first  place  at  the  Dundee 
,  Club  Competition  with  seven  trout,  111b.  2oz.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Smith  was  first  at  the  Stirling  Club  Competition 
with  three  trout,  21b.  lloz.     A  basket  of  eleven 
trout  121b.  12oz.,  placed  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Kirk  first  at 
the  Falkirk  Club  competition.     The  following  were 
among  the  private  parties  out: — Mr.  McEachran, 
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Glasgow,  nine  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Major  Reid,  Kin- 


ross (two  days),  seventeen  trout,  i9lb.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Hutton,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  81b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Jas.  M.  Wilson,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  161b  ; 
Mr.  Alex  Millar,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  131b. ; 
Mr.  E.  Lennie  and  Mr.  R.  Wilson,  Edinburgh,  ten 
trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Lawson  and  son,  Edinburgh, 
eleven  trout,  141b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  D.  Grieg  and  Mr.  Kerse 
Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  W.  Grieve, 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  71b.  4oz. ;  Lieutenant  Norton, 
eleven  trout,  91b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Gibb  and  Mr.  Hislop, 
Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  8lb.  4oz. ;  Masters  Donald 
and  Charles  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  eight  trout, 
71b.  ;  Master  James  B.  Bennet,  Edinburgh,  eleven 
trout,  1 1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Ross,  Edinburgh,  seven  trout, 
8lb.  4oz.  Angling  clubs  have  averaged  fully  1  lb. 
per  rod  better  than  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,  while  as  many  fish  have  already 
been  taken  this  month  as  during  the  whole  of  May 
last  year. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Iioch  TayCEilliu  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  water  one  angler  landed  a  salmon,  151b., 
on  May  15,  Lieut.  Norton,  R.N.,  one  201b.,  on 
May  18;  Mr.  Steen,  eighteen  trout,  121b.,  on 
May  19,  and  five  trout,  2Jlb.,  on  May  21 ;  while 
Mr.  J.  Boyd  had  a  salmon  of  171b.,  on  May  22. — 
A.  A. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

The  season  has  opened  auspiciously.  On  May  15, 
Mr.  E.  K.  Little,  Kenlay,  fishing  from  Stafford 
Arms,  got  two  trout,  4Jlb.,  on  North  Waters.  On 
May  16,  Mr.  E.  A.  Little  had  three  trout,  31b.,  on 
North  Waters,  and  on  May  18,  si.^c  trout.  Sib.,  on 
South.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  weight 
of  trout  all  over  comes  to  about  l|lb. — B. 

Shin  (luveran,  N.B.). — Sport  good,  and  fish 
numerous  and  above  average  weight.  As  the 
river  has  not  been  reported  anywhere,  the  following 
is  the  record  since  the  beginning  of  the  month : — 
On  May  2,  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michelgrove, 
Sussex,  one  salmon,  121b  ,  and  on  May  3  a  17- 
pounder.  On  May  4,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie, 
Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  a  26-pounder.  On 
May  8,  Sir  J.  Shelley,  one,  lllb.,  and  Sir  J.  Fergu- 
son-Davie, one,  271b.  On  May  9,  the  last-named 
had  one,  14lb.  On  May  10,  Sir  J.  Shelley,  one, 
101b.,  and  Sir  J.  Ferguson-Davie,  one,  151b.  On 
May  11,  the  two  baronets  had  one  each,  131b.  and 
14lb.  respectively.  On  May  14,  one  salmon  each, 
141b.  and  15lb.  respectively.  On  May  15,  Sir  John 
Shelley  had  two  of  17lb.  and  lllb.  On  May  17, 
Mr.  Unwin  had  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  on  May  19, 
one  which  weighed  24lb.  The  weather  has  been 
very  cold,  wet,  and  boisterous,  but  on  Tuesday 
there  were  indications  of  an  improvement. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  Angling  has  been  ex- 
cessively disappointing  this  week.  Cold,  barren 
weather  and  north-east  winds  have  prevailed,  and 
trout  have  not  been  rising  so  freely.  Moreover,  sea 
trout  have  been  scarce  since  May  22  in  the  Solway 
nets,  but  there  was  a  fair  show  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  of  last  week  end.  Until  there  is  a  spell  of 
fine  weather  and  warmer  temperature  after  sunset 
sport  is  not  likely  to  improve.  The  Annan. — The 
past  week  has  been  the  worst  angling  one  since  the 
season  opened.  In  the  lo  wer  waters  only  one  small  sea 
trout  was  taken  and  odd  yellow  trout.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  and  Hoddom  Castle  waters  nothing  has  been 
done  with  the  fly.  In  the  upper  reaches  catches  of 
from  four  to  a  dozen  yellow  trout  are  reported,  but 
nothing  over  a  fib.  trout  has  been  landed.  The 
streams  are  in  good  order,  but  few  sea-trout  appear 
to  be  migrating  this  week.  The  Dumfries  Nith. — 


In  the  middle  portions  below  the  ducal  village  of 
Thornhill,  a  number  of  sea- trout  have  been  captured 
by  the  rods,  and  some  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  also  been  secured  about  Clo^oburn  and  Auld- 
girth.  Nothing  is  doing  in  the  lower  reaches.  The 
tributaries  are  not  affording  much  sport  at  present, 
although  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  have  been 
on  the  Cluden  and  Cairn.  Aykshiris  Rivers 
AND  Lochs.  —  The  Ayrshire  rivers  have  been 
disturbed  with  rains  since  last  week,  and  the 
weather  has  not  been  favourable  for  sport.  On 
the  higher  waters  some  fair  trout  have  been 
caught  with  fly.  The  Girvan  has  not  been 
doing  well.  On  the  Garnock  local  rods  have  had 
small  baskets.  The  cold  weather  has  been  against 
loch  fishing  this  week,  and  trout  have  not  been 
rising  with  the  east  winds  that  have  prevailed.  On 
Loch  Doon  on  May  18  Mr.  Finlay,  out  from  the 
Eglington,  of  Dalmellington,  caught  twenty-two 
yellow  trout ;  and  on  May  19  the  same  angler  had 
seventeen  ;  while  Mr.  McDougall  and  friend 
landed  ten.  The  prospects  for  this  loch  are 
more  promising  with  a  turn  of  warm  weather. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The  Cree  of 
Galloway  and  the  Minnoch  are  the  only  streams 
that  have  given  sport  to  the  rods.  In  the  latter 
river  a  few  nice  spring  salmon,  running  about  101b. 
each,  have  been  captured.  Nothing  is  being  had 
on  the  Fleet  or  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. 
The  weather  is  unsettled-loooking,  with  light  local 
showers  to-day  (May  23). — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  has  improved  some- 
what. From  the  Castle  Grant  water,  on  May  18, 
Mr.  A.  Gumming,  gamekeeper,  had  two  salmon. 
From  the  Tulchern  water,  for  the  week,  eight 
salmon  were  landed.  On  the  Knockando  water,  on 
May  18,  Mr.  Hanky  had  two  salmon  of  81b.  and 
9lb.,  and  from  the  Carron  House  water,  on  May  18, 
Mr.  Grant,  fisherman,  had  one  of  81b.,  on  May  16, 
one  of  91b.,  and  on  May  21,  two  of  7lb.  and  91b. 
Mr.  H.  Cumming,  fisherman,  fishing  on  the  Laggan 
(Colonel  Smith  Grant's,  Carron,  water),  on 
May  18,  killed  two  salmon  of  SHb.  and  lOJlb.  ; 
on  May  16,  one  of  7lb.;  on  Monday,  three  of  61b., 
9lb.,  and  131b.  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  one  of  22lb.  On 
the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  W. 
Duncan,  fisherman,  had  three  salmon  of  91b.,  91b., 
and  15lb. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  one  of  7Jlb.  From  the 
Arndilly  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  G.  Shiach,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  71  b.,  and  on  May  16,  Mr.  A.  Shiach  had 
two  of  7ilb.  and  181b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Brocklehurst 
killed  three  of  7lb.,  lOlb.,  and  lljlb.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  still  continues  cold  with  oc- 
casional showers  of  rain.  Very  good  sport  is  still 
being  got  on  the  beats  immediately  below  Dunkeld. 
Fishing  the  Murthly  Castle  water,  Mr.  B.  G.  Allan 
killed  two  fish,  131b.  and  lOlb.,  on  May  14  ;  two  of 
201b.  and  141b.,  on  May  18  ;  one  of  181b.  on  May  21, 
and  four  of  171b.,  151b.,  151b.,  lllb.  on  May  22,  while 
on  the  Del  vine  water,  opposite,  Mr.  Graeme  Whitelaw 
caught  one  of  201b.,  on  May  15,  and  Mr.  Inveraritz 
two,  of  r2lb.  and  81b.,  on  May  17,  and  another  two, 
of  141b.  and  121b ,  on  May  18.  On  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  river,  Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson 
landed  one  salmon  of  151b.,  on  May  18,  and  another 
of  211b.,  on  May  21;  while  Mr.  Alex.  Robertson 
got  three,  of  191b.,  161b.,  and  lllb.,  on  Kinnard 
water,  on  May  18. — A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Fishing  from  Strathmore 
Lodge  since  last  report,  four  rods  only  fishing,  the 
following  sport  was  obtained  : — No.  8  River.  Beat. 
—Mr.  H.  P.  Green  killed  three  fish  of  13Jlb.,  8Jlb., 
and  7Jlb.  on  May  19,  and  Wm.  Tait,  gillie,  one  of 
91b.  on  Mav  21.  No.  7  River  Beat. — Mr.  Ark- 
wright  two  fish  of  11  lb.  and  8Jlb.  on  May  21.  No.  6 
Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  H.  P.  Green,  one  fish 
lejlb.  on  May  15.  No.  6  River  Beat.— A 
Sinclair,  gillie,  one  fish  101b.  on  May  21. 
No.  5  Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  Arkwright,  one 
salmon  of  71b.  on  May  15,  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Green  one 
of  131b.  on  May  21.  No.  4  Beat  (Loch  More). — A. 
Sinclair,  gillie,  one  fish,  18lb.  on  May  18,  and  Mr. 
Haig,  one,  lOJlb.  on  May  19.  No.  3  Beat  (Loch 
More). — Mr.  Davidson,  three  fish,  21  lb.,  11  lb.  and 
101b.  on  May  19.  For  two  days  last  week  angling 
was  quite  out  of  the  question,  owing  to  a  fearful 
gale  accompanied  by  a  big  flood.  The  above  fish 
were  all  caught  with  fly. — A.  Anderson,  Perth. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — Cold  easterly  winds,  showers  of 
sleet  and  rain  and  frost  at  night,  were  experienced 
during  the  week,  and  few  sedges,  which  were 
plentiful  at  the  same  period  in  past  seasons,  are 
hatching,  the  water  yet  being  icy-cold  ;  and  few 
trout  are  showing  on  the  deep  stretches.  However, 
some  sport  is  being  obtained  on  the  shallows,  among 
the  eel  weirs  at  Kilrae,  where  Mr.  Musgrave,  of 
Bolton,  who  is  staying  at  the  Mercers'  Hotel,  is 
landing  trout  ranging  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb.  The  river 
has  fallen  fourteen  inches  since  the  recent  floods, 
and  the  fly  can  be  used  on  all  the  sections ;  but 
salmon  are  scarce,  yet  a  small  run  continues,  coming 
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in  from  the  sea,  but  the  greater  part  go  on  to  the 
lake.  There  is  yet  too  much  water  on  the  reach  at 
Caronroe  for  fish  to  rest  long.  However,  one  of 
24|lb.  has  been  caught  on  the  shallow  under  the 
weir.  If  the  east  winds  would  cease,  capital  sport 
would  be  had  with  trout  on  the  Kilrae  and  Ponty- 
lenone  reaches,  which  hold  more  of  these  fi<h  than 
at  any  period  since  the  so-called  drainage  was 
finished  in  1852  — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Heavy  rain  fell  since 
last  repopt.  The  majority  of  the  rivers  are  in 
excellent  form,  but  the  cold  weather  has  kept  the 
trout  from  ri-ing  freely  to  the  fly  on  the  Crossgar, 
Lagan,  and  the  coast  streams. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
river  is  running  very  high  at  present.  Cold  weather 
kept  trout  from  rising  well,  although  some  good 
ones  were  got.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Killarney. — Though  the  weather  has  been  too 
calm  on  most  days  and  too  bright  on  other  days' 
fair  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon.  Brown  trout 
fishing  yielded  generally  good  baskets. — T.  J.  D. 

Iioenane  (Connemara). — Fi.shing  at  Delphi  and 
Dhulough  Lakes  last  week,  Captain  Cragg  caught 
five  salmon  and  several  sea-trout.  Major  Baxter 
caught  four  salmon  on  the  Erriff  river.  Fishing 
from  Leenane  Hotel,  Mr.  Concanon  and  party 
caught  on  Lough  Fee  and  Lough  Muck  120  brown 
trout.  Rev.  Muirhead  and  Mr.  Fortune  caught 
100  brown  trout.— R.  H.  W.  K. 

ItOixgh  Cnrrane,  etc  (Watervilla,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  too  calm  on  most  day.^,  and 
no  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon.  Brown  trout 
fishing  has  been  very  backward,  and  no  sea  trout 
have  been  had,  though  many  of  the  latter  have  been 
arriving  from  the  sea  lately.  Brown  trout  have 
furnished  fair  sport  on  the  Inny. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Melviiii  —  Stormy,  cold  weather  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  G.  Conolly  landed  one  salmon 
121b.  on  May  18  ;  Captain  C.  R.  Barton  landed  two 
fresh  run  grilse  of  61b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  A.  Scott 
landed  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  May  17,  and  Mr.  C. 
Kelly,  one  of  71b.  on  May  22;  Mr.  H.  Curran, 
landed  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  71b.  on  same  day. 
Gillaroo  and  brown  trout  fishing  was  generally 
good  over  the  lake  in  the  sheltered  bays. — 
M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Moy  (Balliua,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order 
with  south  winds,  and  a  fair  run  of  fish  in  the  pools. 
Fishing  for  the  past  few  days  was  fair,  some  large  fish 
being  taken,  the  largest  weighing  191b.  and  several 
others  from  101b.  to  141b.,  all  on  Lough  Conn. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  other  loughs  was  good,  some 
good  baskets  being  taken.  The  weather  is  fine  at 
present,  and  fishing  is  sure  to  improve  for  the 
next  week  as  the  summer  fish  are  coming  up. — 
John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Longlis  Conn  and  Gnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Uayo). — Summer  weather  here  for  the  past  few 
days,  but  turns  cold  towards  evening ;  wind  gone 
south.  Mr.  C.  Scroop,  two  salmon,  61b.,  171b. ;  Mr. 
Moylett,  one  salmon,  111b.;  Captain  Barr,  one 
salmon,  111b.;  Mr.  F.  B.  HinchclifE,  two  salmon, 
llflb.,  16^1b.  ;  Mr.  Wiggan,  three  salmon,  91b., 
111b.,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Sulton,  one  salmon,  151b.  Trout 
anglers  are  doing  well.  Several  fine  yellow  trout 
were  got,  heaviest  4Jlb.  River  and  loughs  now  in 
splendid  order.  Mr.  Hincholiff  and  Mr.  Wiggan  had 
several  small  jack.  Loughs  Callow  and  Talt  fished 
well  for  brown  trout. — Pat  Heabne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  is  cool 
with  an  inclination  to  rain.  On  Hermitage,  Lord 
Massy  killed  four  salmon,  191b.,  231b.,  161b.,  and 
181b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  four  salmon,  121b.,  141b.,  28ilb.,  and  SSJlb. ; 
Mrs.  T.  L.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  211b. ;  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham,  one  salmon,  1  Iflb.  On  Summerhill  fishery, 
Mrs.  T.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmom  20^1b.  ;  Mr. 
E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  19|lb.  ;  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Ingham,  two  salmon,  13Jlb.  and  16^1b.  On 
Doonass,  the  fishermen  killed  three  salmon,  181b., 
201b.,  and  36Jlb.,  and  one  peal  31b.  On  the 
Worldsend  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one 
salmon,  26Jlb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Green- 
hill  killed  five  salmon,  32.ilb.,  231b.,  151b  .  381b., 
and  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  John  Enright,  two  salmon,  211b. 
and  3  lib. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— I  do 
not  remember  such  a  bad  season  so  far  as  the 
present,  all  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather. 
Some  good  fishermen  are  sojourning  here  for  the 
May  fishing,  among  them  being  Mr.  G.  T.  Malpass, 
of  Manchester,  and  his  friend,  Mr.  T.  Haughton,  of 
Liverpool,  and  Dr.  Fred  Parish,  of  Erith,  who  is 
accompanied  by  Miss  Parish.  These  gentlemen 
have  made  a  few  of  the  largest  bags  obtained  as 
yet.  Dr.  Parish  and  Miss  Parish  got  ten  trout, 
weighing  151b.,  the  largest  being  3|lb.  Salmon 
fishers  have  fared  pretty  well  this  week.  On  Mr. 
Gotham's  water,'that  gentleman  has  killed  four  fish, 
261b.,  271b.,  331b.,  and  231b.  ;  Messrs.  P.  Ryan 
and  W.  Fogarty,  three,  12lb.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  and 
one  grilse,  the  fir.it  of  the  season,  51b.    On  May  16, 


Mr.  Sidney  Mitchell,  one  salmon,  311b.;  and  on 
May  17.  three,  251b.,  15lb.,  and  101b.  On  May  18, 
Messrs.  Harry  Johnson  and  Jack  Johnson,  one, 
141b.  On  May  19,  Mr.  Sidney  Mitchell,  one.  141b.  ; 
on  May  20,  one,  14lb. ;  on  May  21.  two,  21  lb.  and 
131b.  ;  and  on  May  22,  one,  3.51b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (SInllingar). — 
In  consequence  of  the  continued  cold  and  harsh 
weather  we  have  had  very  little  angling  sport  on 
the  Westmeath  Lakes  up  to  the  present.  The  wind 
has  continued  in  the  north  and  east  all  the  time, 
and  although  there  was  one  good  downpour  of  rain 
still  the  breeze  did  not  vary. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Vejrtanz  (May  19). — We  have  had  some  warm 
days  this  week,  succeeded  by  wet  or  cloudy  ones 
that  were  absolutely  cool,  so  the  streams  within 
easy  reach  are  full  and  rather  too  thick  to  be  pro- 
mising, while  often  encumbered  with  floating  grakss. 
Some  handsome  trout  have,  however,  been  caught 
in  the  Lower  Stockalper,  up  to  eleven  inches  or  a  foot 
in  length,  though  fewer  than  might  have  been 
expected  at  this  date  on  balmy  days  with  some 
cloud  and  no  cold  wind  to  speak  of.  The  Green 
Drake's  full  time  has  not,  however,  yet  arrived, 
but  will  soon  be  with  us.  One  of  our  prominent 
anglers  visited  the  lively  stream  from  the  Pissevache 
Cascade,  near  Vornayaz,  with  the  result  that  a 
dozen  trout  were  taken,  but  the  place  is  rather 
too  far  up  the  Rhone  Valley  to  fish  in  a  day  from 
here  conveniently.  The  most  attractive  flies  are 
apparently  still  Blue  Upright,  March  Browns,  and 
Red  Palmers,  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  being  at  present 
out  of  fashion.  The  la-ft-mentioned  stream  is  the 
only  one  in  the  Rhone  Valley  in  which  I  have  met 
with  grayling,  and  though  not  large  they  took  flies 
freely. — Bknwyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  during  the 
past  few  days,  but  has  been  confined  to  pollack. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Bumham-on-Cronch. — There  are  a  good  lot  of 
pouting  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  rivers  Roach 
and  Crouch  now.  The  oyster  dredgermen,  after 
leaving  work  in  the  evening,  catch  from  four  to  five 
score  each  with  their  sprools,  a  few  codling  up  to 
21b.  being  among  the  hih  caught.  Several  small 
porpoises  and  a  seal  have  been  sporting  about 
lately.  No  doubt  they  are  chasing  the  small  fry, 
which  is  very  plentiful  in  the  river  now,  and  the 
whitebait  nets  are  having  good  hauls,  which  are 
sent  regularly  each  morning  to  the  London  markets. 
— J.  Wright 

Sarrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  fairly 
good  at  pollack  in  the  rock  fishing  department,  but 
no  boat  fishers  have  been  out  during  the  week. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Strong  north-east  winds  have 
recently  sadly  marred  all  local  sport,  and  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather  has  at  times  caused  the  pier  to 
be  quite  without  a  patron.  Fortunately  the  wind 
has  now  gone  round  to  the  south-east,  and  the  water 
is  at  present  in  splendid  condition.  On  May  18  Mr. 
Band  made  a  nice  mixed  catch  in  the  morning,  but 
Mr.  Bushnell,  Mr.  Dunn,  Mr.  Turner  and  Mr.  Harvey 
did  but  little  during  the  afternoon  hours.  On  May  19 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mr.  Thormahlen,  Miss 
Lewis,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan,  Master  J. 
Page,  and  Mr.  Collyer  each  fished  for  several  hours 
with  very  indifferent  results,  but  Mr.  W.  Tress 
managed  to  capture  a  crab  of  over  21b.  weight. 
Mr.  Waddell,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Band  each 
took  a  few  fish  during  the  early  hours  of  the 
following  day.  but  Mr.  BursUl's  eSorts  during 
the  major  portion  of  the  day  were  quite  un- 
successful. The  wind  blew  with  the  force  of 
half  a  gale  from  the  north-east  on  May  21,  and 
no  one  put  in  an  appearance  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon, when  Mr.  Tress  wetted  his  lines,  but  the  water 
was  so  thickly  bestrewn  with  weed  that  sport  was 
quite  out  of  the  question.  Additional  pier  anglers 
on  May  22  comprised  Mr.  ShirtlifE,  Mr.  E.  Smith, 
Mr.  Peddie,  and  Mr.  Branscorabe,  but  the  fish  were 
not  on  the  feed,  and  the  returns  for  the  day  were 
quite  trifling,  though  Mr.  Branscombe  managed 
to  get  three  large  nurse-dogs  upon  mackerel 
bait.  A  few  mixed  bags  were  made  early  on 
May  23,  but  the  tide  was  so  fierce  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  that  Mrs.  Val  Dicks,  Mrs.  Flood, 
Mr.  J.  Handley,  Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tress, 
Mr.  Sandford,  Mr.  Morrish,  and  several  others  who 
fished  the  major  portion  of  the  day  met  with  meagre 
success,  the  principal  catch  consisting  of  dogfish, 
all  of  them  taken  upon  mackerel  bait.  Mrs.  Flood 
hooked  and  landed  a  fine  crab  of  about  2^1b.,  and 
Mr.  Sandford's  catch  included  one  very  large 
flounder. — J.  Richardson  (B  S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  sport  has  been  fairly  good 
during  the  week.  Pollack  have  been  plentiful  at 
the  Breakwater  and  in  Firestone  Bay.  and  they 


are  also  being  taken  at  the  East  Winter  Buoy.  The 
largest,  however,  are  caught  at  the  back  of  the 
Rennies.  The  grey  mullet  are  again  on  the  feed  in 
the  Great  Western  Docks  at  Millbay,  and  some 
good  catches  have  been  reported  to  me.  One  of 
the  fishermen  had  a  nice  bass  of  about  21b.  weight 
on  Monday,  and  others  not  quite  so  large  have  been 
creeled.  When  the  bass  are  fairly  in  the  harbour 
some  good  sport  can  be  had  by  casting  for  them 
either  in  the  docks  or  just  off  the  end  of  the  pier  by 
letting  the  boat  drift  down  on  to  them,  using  the 
spinning  sand-eel  (grey).  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  mackerel  have  been  giving  some  better  results 
in  Cornwall.  This  season  is  looked  forward  to  as 
almost  a  time  to  pay  for  old  scores,  and  provide  a 
little  for  the  quiet  season. — William  Heabdeb. 


Ilssociatiotts,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  ordinary  meeting 
on  May  16.  Five  gentlemen  previously  nominated 
were  balloted  for  and  elected  members.  Mr. 
Councillor  Sparks  kindly  subscribed  for  life  mem- 
bership to  the  A.B.S.,  and  a  list  was  opened  for 
ordinary  subscription  tickets.  A  few  routine 
matters  were  transacted.  Mr.  Armitage  was  in  the 
chair  at  a  committee  meeting  on  May  17,  when  a 
long  time  was  taken  up  in  the  checking  and  prepa- 
ration of  a  list  of  those  members  who  had  taken 
prizes  during  last  season,  in  readiness  for  June  14 
(annual  dinner).  On  May  19,  at  Harefield,  Mr. 
Craeknell  had  four  small  trout,  which  he  returned, 
and  one  sizeable  fish.  On  May  20  Mrs.  Leroux 
had  three  good  perch  (returned).  It  is,  however, 
an  encouraging  sign  that  these  fish  are  evidently 
increasing,  and  I  hope  that  one  of  our  most  ardent 
lady  anglers  will  have  good  sport  later  on.  The, 
annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  31 
at  8.30  p.m.— E.  B. 

Cambridge  Angling  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  and  Isle  of 
Ely  A.S.  was  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Hotel  on 
May  18.  The  annual  report  congratulated  the 
members  on  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  very  adverse 
circumstances  the  finances  of  the  society  were  satis- 
factory. The  lease  of  the  old  water  expired  at 
Michaelmas  last,  and  the  committee  had  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  lease  of  water  extending  from  Little- 
port  Ten  Mile  Bridge  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
Littleport  parish.  The  report  and  balance-sheet 
were  adopted,  and  officers  elected.  With  reference 
to  the  proposed  affiliation  of  the  Cambridge  Albion 
Society  with  the  society,  the  chairman  said  that  the 
Albion  Society  had  sprung  from  the  Jolly  Anglers' 
Society.  The  new  society  simply  asked  them  to 
allow  them  to  use  the  society's  railway  tickets.  The 
Albion  Society  would  not,  of  course,  have  any 
privileges  in  the  association's  waters.  On  the 
motion  of  the  chairman  the  affiliation  was  agreed  to, 
A  general  meeting  of  the  Albion  Society  will  be 
held  on  May  29  at  the  Tailors'  Arms,  Norfolk-street, 
at  8.30  p.m. 

City  or  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Frost  AVhite  presided  at  the  meeting  held 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  May  22,  when  some  very 
fair  takes  of  flatfish  at  Leigh  —  flounders,  plaice, 
and  dabs — were  recorded  ;  amongst  them  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  151b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Ranken,  101b.  ;  Mr.  E.  P. 
Bearaont,  9lb.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Begernie,  91b.,  etc. 
The  three  heaviest  fish  were  caught  by  Mr.  Beamont, 
weighing  31b.  6|oz.,  Mr.  Ranken  taking  three, 
totalling  31b.  2oz.  ;  whilst  three  best  of  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert's  were  21b.  12oz.  Fishing  reports  from 
other  localities  were  altogether  unsuccessful.  A 
gentleman  was  nominated  for  membership — ballot 
June  12 — there  being  no  meeting  in  Whitsuntide 
week.  In  addition  to  items  already  appearing 
in  the  list  of  meetings,  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  Orpin  on  Oct.  9,  and  another  by  Mr.  R. 
Mcintosh  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  later  on.  Final 
arrangements  were  made  as  to  Bohemian  concert 
of  next  week  (May  29),  when  there  will  be  an  vmusu- 
ally  fine  programme.  Ladies  and  friends  of  mem- 
bers are  cordially  invited.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
brought  a  very  pleasant  meeting  to  a  close.  Will 
members  kindly  communi<;ate  with  the  hon.  sec. 
as  to  which  privilege  ticket — A. A.  or  Central — 
is  required,  forwarding  at  the  same  time  the  custo- 
mary fee,  and  instructions  as  to  whether  the  ticket 
is  to  be  sent  on  by  post. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  was  in  the  chair  at  Tuesday's 
(May  22)  meeting,  the  attendance  at  wliich  was 
rather  small.  Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger  brought  up  a  couple 
of  ^"4Greshara  "  rods — excellent  specimens  of  the 
rod-builder's  art.  These  were  precisely  the  same 
in  their  action  as  the  original  rod,  and  surprise  was 
expressed  at  the  faithfulness  of  the  duplicates. 


— 

^   Mat  26,  1906 


The  society's  water  at  Chesham  continues  to  yield 
good  sport,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  creeled. 
Mr.  Pryce  liad  a  number  of  good  trout,  and  Messrs. 
Salmond  and  Gill  have  also  had  fair  sport.  Next 
Tuesday  (May  29)  Mr.  H.  Davey-Turner  will  read  a 
paper  on  the  May  Fly,  and  members  are  specially 
asked  to  extend  a  welcome  to  any  of  their  friends. 
Members  of  other  clubs  will  also  be  heartily  wel- 
comed.— Hon.  Sec. 

Penge  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held 
on  Wednesday  evening.  May  16,  at  the  Lord  Pal- 
merston.  Maple-road,  Penge.  Mr.  G.  Short  pre- 
sided, with  Jlr.  A.  Hawkins  in  the  vice-chair. 
After  an  excellent  repast,  provided  by  Mr.  Clares, 
the  usual  loyal  toasts  were  given.  The  annual 
report,  submitted  by  Mr.  Gregory,  showed  that  the 
society  was  nimaerically  and  financially  in  a  healthy 
condition,  with  a  balance  on  the  right  side  at  the 
bankers.  The^toasts  of  ",The  Chairman,"  "  Vice- 
Chairman,"  "  Officers  of  the  Society,"  and  "  The 
Penge  Angling  Society  "  having  been  duly  honoured, 
5Ir.  Culver  ably  presented  the  prizes  won  during  the 
past  season.  Amongst  the  prize-winners  were  Messrs. 
Menear,  Robinson,  Sherwood,  Brown,  G.  J.  Short, 
John  Sherlock,  James^Sherlock,  Short,  sen.,  Griffiths, 
Gregory,  J.  Morris,  W.  Overall,  James  Overall, 
sen.,  and  James  Overall,  jun.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Culver  for  attending  at 
great  personal  inconvenience  to  present  the  prizes, 
which  was  acknowledged  with  musical  honoiu-s. 
During  the  evening  a  musical  programme  was  con- 
tributed, the  artistes  including  Mr.  Fredk.  Lennard, 
a  clever  handbell  soloist,  and  Messrs.  Griffiths  and 
Jobson,  songs. 

PiscATORiAi,  Society. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  over  Monday's 
(May  21)  meeting.  Members  who  had  been  out  at 
the  week-end  experienced  for  the  most  part  cold, 
boisterous,  wet  weather,  and  bags,  as  a  consequence, 
were  light.  Mr.  R.  Brdliford  had,  and  returned, 
several  trout  on  the  Lambourne,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  killed  two  brace  of  nice  fish  from  the  same 
river.  He  had  also  a  fine  trout  of  31b.  from  a 
private  part  of  the  Kennet.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell 
took  one  of  21b.  4oz.  from  the  Kennet  as  well,  and 
some  heavy  grayling,  which  latter  were  put  back 
again.  Messrs.  Poole  and  Brown  fished  the  Itchen, 
and  with  the  aid  principally  of  the  Iron  Blue  got  a 
number  of  trout,  mostly  lOin.  to  12in.  in  length, 
all  of  which  were  given  their  liberty.  Mr.  Brown 
killed  a  takeable  fish.  Mr.  Poole  landed  several 
grayling,  which  were  in  excellent  condition.  Nothing 
had  been  done  at  Uxbridge,  but  alders  had  been 
seen  there.  On  the  Kennet  (Society's  water)  the 
weeds  will  have  been  cut  by  the  end  of  the  present 
week,  in  anticipation  of  the  May  Fly.  The  rise 
should  be  on  the  Kennet  by  the  beginning  of  next 
week,  and  on  the  Lambourn  by  Whitsuntide. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Southend  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Borough  of 
Southend  Sea  Angling  Festival  was  held  at  the 
Council  Chamber,  Southend,  recently.  Mr.  R.  A. 
Jones  presided  over  a  large  attendance,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  who  was  unable  to  attend. 
The  chairman  said,  owing  greatly  to  the  untiring 
efforts  of  the  secretaries,  Messrs.  Howard  and 
Summers,  the  festival  had  been  a  signal  success. 
The  main  trophy  was  the  most  valuable  trophy  in 
the  British  Isles  for  angling.  The  competitions  had 
been  interesting  and  exciting.  The  secretary  sub- 
mitted the  second  annual  report,  and  heartily  con- 
gratulated the  committee  on  the  great  success 
achieved  on  that  occasion,  both  regarding  the 
number  of  entries  received,  and  also  the  splendid 
manner  in  which  the  whole  details  were  carried  out. 
The  entries  were  considerably  in  advance  of  the 
previous  year.  He  thanked  the  various  local  trades- 
men and  firms  who  had  so  generously  given  prizes 
and  helped  to  make  the  festival  a  success.  Thanks 
were  also  due  to  the  chairman  (Mr.  R.  A.  Jones)  for 
the  services  he  had  rendered  ;  to  the  hon.  treasurer 
(Mr.  W.  J.  Ellis)  ;  to  Mr.  Buxton  for  use  of  his  rooms 
for  meetings,  and  to  Mr.  Sydney  H.  Lee  for  auditing 
the  accounts.  The  Borough  Challenge  trophy  and 
the  Pier  challenge  cup  were  again  won  by  members 
of  the  Southend  A.S.  It  was  arranged  that  the  1906 
festival  be  held  on  August  18,  19,  and  20,  so  they 
would  not  clash  with  other  festivals.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : — Presi- 
dent, the  Mayor  (Alderman  J.  R.  Brightwell)  ;  trea- 
surer, Mr.  W.  J.  Ellis  ;  chairman  of  committee,  Mr. 
R.  A.  Jones  ;  auditor,  Mr.  S.  H.  Lee  ;  secretary, 
Mr.  O.  M.  Howard.  Mr.  A.  H.  Hawkes  was  elected 
joint  secretary. 


Clekgyman  (to  swearing  labourer) :  "  My  good 
rnan,  where  did  you  learn  that  language  1  "  Son  of 
the  Soil  :  "  Yer  can't  loam  it,  sir  ;  it's  a  bloomin' 
gift." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


AN  IMPORTANT  ANGLING  CASE. 

LEEDS  CANAL  NOT  A  TRIBUTARY  OF  THE 
AIRE. 

A  POINT  of  great  interest  to  anglers  came  up  for 
decision  at  the  Skipton  Petty  Sessions,  on  May  19, 
when  thirty  anglers  belonging  to  fishing  clubs  in 
Bolton,  Farnworth,  and  Blackburn,  and  including 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  Redford,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Anglers  and  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association,  were  summoned  for  oflences 
against  the  bye-laws  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board. 
The  offences  alleged  were  (1)  fishing  with  rod  and 
line  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  at  Gargrave, 
without  licence  ;  (2)  fishing  with  rod  and  line  during 
close  time  ;  and  (3)  catching  fish  with  rod  and  line 
during  close  time. 

The  first  witness  was  Charles  Young  Moses,  chief 
water  bailif?  of  the  Board,  who  spoke  to  seeing  the 
defendants  fishing  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal 
on  Good  Friday,  between  Holme  Bridge  and  High- 
gate,  Gargrave.  They  were  without  licences,  and 
it  was  close  time.  All  gave  as  their  excuse  that 
they  were  not  aware  that  rod  licences  were  required 
for  fishing  in  the  canal.  The  defendants  had 
engaged  in  fishing  matches  in  the  same  place  for 
several  consecutive  Good  Fridays,  and  said  they 
had  never  previously  been  asked  for  licences. 

The  facts  having,  for  the  purpose  of  shortening 
the  case,  been  admitted,  the  question  of  whether 
the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  is  a  tributary  of  the 
River  Aire  was  argued  at  considerable  length.  Mr. 
Jones,  for  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  pointed  out 
that  the  canal  was  fed  by  trout  streams  between 
Gargrave  and  Leeds,  and  water  discharged  from  the 
canal  into  the  River  Aire  at  many  points.  The  canal 
was,  he  contended,  in  the  nature  of  a  pond  into 
which  water  ran  and  discharged  itself  into  the  River 
Aire.  It  had  been  held  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
that  "  damming  "  water  for  commercial  purposes 
did  not  take  it  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fishery 
Board.  It  was  only  removed  from  the  Board's 
jurisdiction  when  it  was  dammed  up  and  sent  away 
in  pipes  to  a  town. 

The  Rev.  L.  B.  Morris  asked  if  it  was  possible  to 
catch  trout  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal. 

Mr.  Jones  :  Yes.  The  defendants  had  trout  in 
their  possession  when  the  bailiff  saw  them. 

Captain  Preston  (chairman) :  The  canal  is  full  of 
trout  at  Gargrave. 

Mr.  Backhouse,  for  some  of  the  defendants,  sub- 
mitted that,  even  on  the  facts,  he  had  no  case  to 
answer.  It  was  admitted  that  the  defendants  were 
fishing  in  the  canal  at  Gargrave,  but  no  proof  had 
been  adduced  as  to  whence  the  water  came  or 
whither  it  flowed. 

Colonel  Robinson  :  But  the  bailiff  has  proved  that 
the  defendants  were  fishing  without  licences. 

Mr.  Backhouse  :  There  is  not  a  single  word  of 
evidence  to  prove  that  the  canal  at  Gargrave  is 
within  the  area  of  the  Fishery  Board. 

The  magistrates'  clerk  remarked  that  the  certi- 
ficate that  had  been  put  in  proved  that  the  canal 
was  within  the  geographical  area,  and  the  chairman 
added  that  there  was  no  doubt  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Horridge  (for  other  defendants)  quoted 
decisions,  and  maintained  that  it  was  begging  the 
whole  question  to  suggest  that  the  Leeds  and  Liver- 
pool Canal  was  a  tributary  of  a  river. 

The  magistrates  consulted  for  five  minutes,  and 
then  the  chairman  announced  that  in  their  opinion 
the  canal  at  Gargrave  was  not  a  tributary  of  the 
River  Aire,  and  the  four  cases  that  had  been  taken 
for  fishing  without  licences  would  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Jones  thereupon  withdrew  the  remaining 
twenty-six  cases,  and  asked  the  bench  to  state  a 
case  with  a  view  to  an  appeal.  This  the  justices 
consented  to  do. —  Yorkshire  Post,  May  21. 


NORTHUMBRIAN  ANGLERS' 
FEDERATION. 

RIVER  COQUET  COMMITTEE. 

Season  1906. 

[Mr.  Henry  A.  Murton,  of  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle,  kindly  sends  me  particulars 
respecting  the  Northern  Anglers'  Federation,  from 
which  I  give  the  following  extracts. — R.  B.  M.J 

"  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  K.G., 
has  demised  his  fishing  rights  or*  the  Coquet  to  this 
committee.  This  concession  extends  to  some  twelve 
miles  of  the  finest  fishing  in  this  famous  river.  The 
committee  has  appointed  bailiffs  to  watch  the 
portion  of  the  river  under  its  charge,  and  the  object 
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of  the  committee  is  to  improve  the  river  and  en- 
courage angling  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner. 

"  The  Coquet  has  long  been  famous  for  its  yellow 
and  bull  trout.  During  the  last  three  or  four 
seasons  many  true  salmon  have  entered  the  river 
and  been  caught  by  the  rod. 

"  During  the  last  nine  seasons  poaching  and 
illegal  practices  in  connection  xvith  the  sport  have 
been  rigidly  suppressed  by  the  committee.  Up- 
wards of  seventy  convictions  have  been  secured  for 
those  offences,  and  in  four  instances  the  offenders 
were  sent  to  prison. 

"  Salmon  fishing  in  the  waters  demised  to  the 
Coquet  Committee  commences  on  Feb.  1  and  ends 
on  Oct.  31.  Yellow  trout  fishing  commences  on 
March  4  and  closes  on  Sept.  30. 

"  The  following  are  the  best  centres  and  hotels 
for  fishing  the  Coquet  :  — 

"  Rothbury  :  County  Hotel,  Queen's  Head  Hotel, 
Station  Hotel.  Weldon  Bridge  :  Anglers'  Hotel. 
Felton :  Northumberland  Arms.  Acklington  : 
Railway  Hotel.  Warkworth  :  Sun  Hotel,  Hermit- 
age Inn. 

"  The  permits  for  the  year  1906  are  now  ready, 
and  the  following  are  the  fees  for  the  same  : — 

"  Ticket  A  :  Full-season  ticket  for  the  whole  of 
the  waters,  £1  Is.  ;  B,  monthly,  10s.  ;  C,  weekly, 
7s.  6d.  ;  D,  day,  2s.  6d.  ;  K,  for  the  stretches 
between  Warkworth  and  Felton,  15s.  ;  L,  season 
tickets  to  sons  of  members  who  take  a  guinea  ticket, 
10s.  N.B. — These  permits  do  not  include  the  Coquet 
Salmon  Conservancy  licence,  which  is  obtainable 
from  C.  Percy,  Esq.,  Alnwick.  Trout,  28.  6d.  ; 
salmon,  5s. 

"  The  committee  spend  any  surplus  funds  in 
improving  the  river,  and  stocking  it  with  fish.  The 
committee  make  no  profit  out  of  the  demise.  A 
great  number  of  young  trout  have  been  placed  in 
the  river  by  the  committee,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Armstrong,  the  Coquet  Conservancy,  and  others. 

"  Through  the  kind  permission  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Armstrong  the  permits  issued  by  this  com- 
mittee are  also  available  to  fish  his  water  between 
Brinkburn  and  Rothbury  on  the  Coquet.  All 
persons  fishing  in  the  portions  of  the  River  Coquet 
demised  to  the  Federation  must  obtain  permission 
from  the  Coquet  Committee.  The  committee  have 
full  power  to  refuse  any  applicant  a  permit  to  fish, 
or  to  cancel  any  permit  that  may  have  been  issued. 

"  The  attention  of  the  committee  having  been 
called  to  the  question  of  the  use  of  illegal  tackle, 
it  has  been  decided  that  any  cases  brought  before 
the  committee  and  proved  to  their  satisfaction  will 
entail  the  cancelling  of  the  offender's  permit. 

"  The  water  bailiffs  have  special  instructions  this 
season  to  see  that  no  fish  are  taken  measuring  less 
than  7in. 

"  An  illustrated  prospectus  of  the  River  Coquet 
will  be  posted  free,  on  receipt  of  stamped  addressed 
envelope. 

"  Special  Notices. 

"1.  Anglers  fishing  the  waters  of  the  Federation 
are  not  permitted  to  sell  their  fish. 

"  2.  All  persons  found  fishing  in  the  said  waters 
without  the  Coquet  Committee's  permit  will  be 
prosecuted. 

"  3.  Yellow  trout  fishing  now  closes  on  Sept.  30. 
"  4.  Anglers  are  specially  warned  against  taking 
unclean  and  undersized  fish. 

"  5.  All  fish  measuring  less  than  7in.  must  be 
returned  forthwith  to  the  river. 

"  6.  After  Sept.  1  no  fishing  is  permitted  within 
100  yards  of  a  dam. 

"7.  Angling  is  prohibited  during  the  whole 
season  Within  100  yards  of  Warkworth  dam. 

"  John  A.  Williamson,  Solicitor, 
"  Prudential  Buildings,  Newcastle-on-TjTie, 
"  Clerk  to  the  Committee." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

27,024.  Patentee  :  W.  H.  Tliickett,  104,  Park- 
street,  Grimsby,  Lines.  Trawling  gear.  This  inven- 
tion relates  to  rollers  for  the  groimd  ropes  of  trawl- 
nets,  which  are  rendered  buoyant  without  filhng 
them,  and  the  rollers  for  the  wing  parts  of  the  ground 
ropes  are  made  revoluble.  A  buoyant  metal  roUer 
is  formed  in  halves,  the  edges  of  which  interlock  at 
the  circumference  by  means  of  a  watertight  tongue 
and  groove  joint,  or  an  interposed  wooden  ring. 
The  parts  interlock  with  axial  metal  or  wo6d  tube, 
and  are  secured  by  through  bolts.  The  roller  may 
be  divided  on  a  plane  parallel  with  the  axis.  The 
sections  may  be  connected  by  lugs  or  bolts.  Bobbins 
for  placing  between  rollers  are  formed  of  wooden 
cores  covered  by  end  caps.  The  metal  caps  may  be 
filled  with  wood  blocks  built  up  in  sections  in 
skeleton  fashion  and  subsequently  shaped  to  form. 
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^Tia  the  mind  that  makes  the  body  rich  : 
And  as  the  sun  breaks  thro'  the  darkest  cloud* 
So  honour  peereth  in  the  meanest  habit. 
WJiat !  is  the  jay  more  precious  than  the  lark. 
Because  his  feathers  are  more  beautiful  ? 
Or  is  the  adder  better  than  the  eel, 
Because  his  painted  skin  contents  the  eyes  ? 

— Shakesphare. 


Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  honoured  and  much  re- 
spected President  'of  the  London  Anglers'  Associ- 
ation of  Angling  Clubs,  presided  at  the  38th  annual 
dinner  of  that  prosperous  and  progressive  society, 
"  The  Highbury  Anglers,"  on  Wednesday  evening, 
May  23.  A  full  report  will  appear  next  week.  For 
the  present,  suffice  it  to  say  that  a  goodly  company 
sat  down  to  a  splendid  repast.  The  "King"  was 
treated  to  a  neat  speech,  as  befitted  one  gentleman 
to  another.  The  toast  of  "  The  Club  "  was  given  in 
such  a  manner,  and  at  such  length,  that  my  poor 
shorthand  could  hardly  do  it  justice,  but,  with  the 
salient  points  of  the  evening's  entertainment,  it 
shall  appear  next  week.  The  "  Officers  and  Gentle- 
men" who  were  responsible  for  the  comfort  of  those 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present,  received,  as 
they  deserved,  quite  an  ovation. 


Angling  in  the  Arun. 

The  above  is  printed  in  large  type  in  the  L.  B. 
and  S.  C.  Railway  advt.  on  p.  iv.  Although 
anglers  are  not  permitted  to  fish  the  Arun  until 
June  16,  they,  with  their  wives,  daughters,  and 
sweethearts,  may  have  a  one,  two,  or  three  days' 
excursion  to  Amberley,  Pulborough,  and  Fittle- 
worth  for  23.  6d.,  48.,  or  5s.  This  is  one  of  the 
cheapest  excursions  to  the  loveliest  parts  of  lovely 
Sussex  that  I  know  of.  "  I  have  been  there  and 
still  would  go." 


May  29  is  the  date  fixed  for  another  of  those 
pleasant  evenings  in  connection  with  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorials  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Mason's-avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.G.  Some 
splendid  talent  has  been  secured,  and  all  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  be  present  will  have  a  treat  in 
store. 


May-Timde. 
When  Autumn  came  I  must  confess 
I  loved  the  russet  gown  you  wore. 
Though  in  your  scarlet  summer  dress 
I  liked  you  more. 

Then  when  the  dying  year  grew  old 

I  loved  the  white  that  hid  your  breast, 
But  in  your  garb  of  green  and  gold 
I  like  Kew  best. 

—The  World. 


CotiNTY  Cork  Industrial  Exhibition. 

The  following  address  has  been  presented  to  the 
Countess  of  Aberdeen  by  Mr.  T.  M'Carthy,  one  of 
our  Irish  correspondents  : — 

"  May  it  Please  Your  Excellency,  as  an 
admirer  of  your  noble  and  humane  exertions  in 
striving  to  revive  our  fast  decaying  industries,  I  am 
delighted  of  having  the  opportimity  of  welcoming 
you  to  Cork.  On  your  second  visit  to  Killarney, 
June  6,  1904,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to 
your  Excellency  a  case  of  salmon  and  trout  flies 
suitable  for  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  presenting 
to  your  Excellency  a  box  of  fishing  flies.  This  I 
call  the  '  Royal  Box,'  as  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  similar  to  his  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the 
King  on  his  visit  to  the  Greater  Cork  International 
Exhibition,  1903.  Your  Excellency  will  notice  the 
various  patterns,  they  are  real  home  manufacture, 
and  are  made  from  practical  experience,  and  I  hope 
your  Excellency  will  have  some  good  days'  fishing 
and  land- many  an  old  housekeeper  with  them. — I 
remain  your  Excellency's  obedient  and  himible 
servant,  "  Tim  M'Carthy. 

"  Cork,  May  17,  1906." 


Mr.  Harry  Humphries,  lion,  secretary  of  the 
New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  whose  headquarters 
for  so  many  years  has  been  the  Grove  House  Tavern, 
Camberwell  Grove,  informs  me  that  they  have 
migrated  to  very  comfortable  quarters  at  the 
Rockingham  Hotel,  Newington-eauseway,  S.E. 
Their  meeting  nights  are  Thursdays,  when  visitors 
are  always  welcome. 


Readers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  "Tom" 
Auger,  who  has  been  in  hospital  for  the  past  six 
months,  is  now  much  better,  and  hopes  to  send 
reports  from  Twickenham  as  usual. 


I  HAVE  promised  to  try  and  be  present  on  Monday 
evening.  May  28,  at  the  eleventh  annual  dinner, 
concert,  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  Colling- 
wood  Angling  Society.  The  venue  is  the  Lord 
Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.,  and 
the  dinner,  which  will  be  presided  over  by  Mr.  E. 
Roberts,  A.M.I.C.E,,  F.I.  Inst.,  is  timed  for  8  p.m. 
sharp.  I  wish  Mr.  Frank  Sorge,  the  energetic  hon. 
sec,  and  all  the  members  and  friends  a  pleasant 
evening. 


Artificial  Cods'  Eggs. 

France  claims  to  have  at  last  solved  the  problem 
of  the  Breton  sardine  fishery,  says  the  London  Olobe. 
The  crisis  which  has  spread  such  misery  in  tlio 
province  was  not  caused  by  the  disappearance  of 
the  shoals,  but  by  their  non-appearance  from  the 
lower  depths,  simply  because  the  fishermen  had  not 
the  only  really  effective  bait  for  attracting  them. 
This  consists  in  the  spawn,  or  "  eggs,"  of  codfisli, 
which  are  only  prepared  in  Norway,  and  sold  at  the 
monopoly  price  of  nearly  £6  per  barrel.  As  the 
Breton  fisher  folk  could  not  afford  such  a  price, 
thoy  have  used  inferior  substitutes  which  have 
reduced  them  almost  to  famine.  But  at  last  M. 
Fabre  Domerque.  Inspector-General  of  French 
Fisheries,  has  come  brilliantly  to  the  rescue  by 
devising  an  artificial  production  of  cods'  "  eggs." 
This  artificial  product  is  identical  in  size,  colour, 
and  odour  with  the  natural  "  eggs,"  from  which  it 
is  qjuite  undistinguishable.  Thrown  into  the  water 
it  IS  ravenously  sought  by  fish  in  shoals.  M. 
Domerque  has  taken  out  a  psitent,  but  he  has  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  so  that 
French  fishermen  may  now  have  their  bait  at  about 
a  quarter  the  price  asked  in  Norway. — American 
Fishing  Gazette. 


Fisherman's  Luck. 

Gbol'ND  is  full  of  danger. 

Ain't  a  mite  of  doubt ; 
Earthquake  comes  an'  gits  you 

Ef  you  don't  watch  out. 

Sea  is  mighty  risky. 

Though  your  boat  is  stout. 

Big  wave  comes  to  git  you 
Ef  you  don't  watch  out. 

Air  is  full  of  trouble, 

Look  what  you're  about  ; 
Cloud  is  bound  to  git  you 

Ef  you  don't  watch  out. 

Thank  the  Lord  for  fishin'  ! 

Anglin'  after  trout, 
Nothin'  ever  happens 

Ef  you  don't  watch  out. 

— New  York  Sun. 


Famous  Dishes  in  London. 

Though  various  New  York  restaurants  are 
famous  for  certain  dishes,  it  is  the  result  of  accident 
rather  than  design  that  one  article  on  the  menu 
should  be  pre-eminently  successful.  The  day  is  past 
when  this  one  dish  could  make  the  reputation  of  the 
place,  says  an  American  exchange.  But  this  is  not 
so  in  London,  though  there  are  not  as  many  inns  as 
formerly  which  have  become  famous  through  the 
success  of  one  dish.  Formerly  every  London  inn 
with  any  pretension  at  all  had  its  own  special  dish, 
upon  whose  excellence  it  prided  itself,  and  to  par- 
take of  which  patrons  travelled  many  miles.  Eel 
pies  were  once  the  great  features  of  the  duellist's 
breakfast  served  at  the  old  Sluice  House,  near  Fins- 
bury  Park.  The  necessary  quantity  of  fish  was 
regularly  dredged  up  from  the  stream  which  ran 
under  the  windows.  The  pies  are  still  to  be  had, 
but  the  eels  are  obtained  from  a  near-by  fish- 
market. 

*  «  *  •  • 

Simpson's,  in  the  Strand,  is  noted  for  its  fish 
dinners.  The  place  was  once  very  popular,  and 
even  to-day  there  is  a  certain  following  who  swear 
by  this  repast.  For  a  certain  sum  the  guest  eats 
as  much  of  a  variety  of  fish  as  he  cares  to.  The 
Ship  and  Turtle,  in  Leadenhall-street,  is  noted  for 
three  things — the  turtle  soup,  the  turbot  and  the 
Madeira.  The  first  named  is  prepared  after 
an  old  recipe  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  hosts  of  the  house  for  over  a  century. 
Only  certain  parts  of  the  turtle  are  used,  and  these 
are  stewed  and  seasoned  with  a  variety  of  herbs 
and  spices,  besides  lemon  and  Madeira,  making  a 
most  delectable  dish.  Another  inn  boasts  of  a 
special  dish  in  the  shape  of  a  saddle  of  Southdown 
mutton.  This  is  wheeled  up  to  the  table  on  a 
movable  arrangement  in  order  that  each  individual 
may  select  the  particular  cut  to  which  he  is  partial. 
The  mutton  is  kept  warm  by  means  of  water  heated 
by  a  lamp. 


Miss|  Margery  Dale,  who  has  done  some  good 
work  on  the  stage,  gave  her  dramatic' recitals  at 
Steinway  Hall,  May  22,  andshowed  true  artistic  taste 
in  a  very  varied  programme.  Miss  Dale  as  many 
points  to  recommend  her,  and  there  is  finish  in  all 
her  items.  Mrs.  Percy  Walters  gave  piano  soli, 
and f Miss  Byam  Yates  introduced  ballads.  The 
hall  was  crowded. 


Mr.  Stanley  Mead,  of  Henley-on-Thames,  asks 
me  whether  I  have  ever  seen  an  eight-inch  bleak. 
He  has  one  in  his  possession  of  that  size,  and  says 
that  it  is  preserved  in  "  Trouble,"  which,  I  presume, 
is  another  name  for  "  Formalin."  I3e  careful, 
Stanley;  although  "bleak,"  it  may  possibly  be 
made  "  hot  "  for  you. 


How  TO  Get  a  Bit  of  Fishing. 
During  the  recent  General  Election,  an  "angler  ' 
was  wearing  Tory  favours,  although  he  was  known  by 
his  friends  to  be  a  pronounced  Radical.  On  being 
asked  the  cause  of  this  Sudden  change,  he  replied  : 
"  The  fact  is  I've  tried  to  get  a  permit  to  fish  some 
good  water  in  vain.  I  tried  the  head-keeper,  then  the 
steward,  and  the  owner  lilmself — all  without  success. 
Then  I  asked  the  Conservative  agent,  and  managed 
it  all  right."  Wliich  bears  out  my  conviction  that 
there's  no  politics  in  angling. 

The  Song  of  the  Sea  Wind. 
How  it  sings,  sings,  sings. 

Blowing  sharply  from  the  sea-line, 
With  an  edge  of  salt  that  stings ; 
How  it  laughs  aloud  and  passes. 
As  it  cuts  the  close  cliS-grasses ; 
How  it  sings  again  and  whistles, 
How  it  shakes  the  stout  sea-thistles — 
How  it  sings ! 

How  it  shrieks,  shrieks,  shrieks. 

In  the  crannies  of  the  heckdland. 
In  the  gashes  of  the  'creeks ; 
How  it  shrieks  once  more  and  catches 
Up  the  yellow  foam  in  patches ; 
How  it  whirls  it  out  and  over 
,         To  the  cornfield  and  the  clover — 
How  it  shrieks  ! 

How  it  roars,  roars,  roars. 

In  the  iron  under- caverns. 
In  the  hollows  of  the  shores; 

How  it  roars  anew  and  thunders. 
As  the  strong  hull  splits  and  sunders  ; 
And  the  spent  ship,  tempest-driven. 
On  the  reef  is  rent  and  riven — 
How  it  roars ! 

How  it  wails,  wails,  wails. 

In  the  tangle  of  the  wreckage. 
In  the  flapping  of  the  sails ; 
How  it  sobs  away,  subsiding. 
Like  a  tired  child  after  chiding; 
And  across  the  ground-swell  rolling. 
You  can  hear  the  bell-buoy  tolling — 
How  it  wails ! 

— Exchange. 

Branding  of  Irish  Heebino  and  Mackerel. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bryce,  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  that  a  brand  for  Irish  herring,  similar  to 
that  used  in  Scotland,  should  be  adopted,  is  meeting 
with  much  favour  among  Irish  fishcurers.  It  is 
thought,  says  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette,  that  the 
branding  should  be  extended  to  mackerel  as  well  as 
herring,  and  considering  the  importance  of  the 
mackerel  fishing  to  Ireland,  we  heartily  agree  with 
the  suggestion.  If  anything  is  to  be  done  in  this 
direction  care  should  be  taken  that  those  empowered 
to  affix  the  brand  are  men  of  unquestionable  ability 
for  the  work,  so  that  their  brand  wotdd  command 
the  respect  of  foreign  purchasers,  and  could  be 
depended  upon  as  representing  accurately  the  class 
of  herring  or  mackerel  in  the  package  to  which  it 
is  affixed.  Of  late  years  the  brand  has  been  of  first 
importance  to  those  in  the  Scottish  herring  trade, 
and  large  transactions,  including  immense  sums  of 
money,  regularly  take  place  in  branded  stock, 
without  the  trouble  and  expense  of  any  formal 
inspection  of  the  fish.  That  Ireland  should  not 
have  any  advantage  to  be  thus  derived  there  is 
certainly  no  good  reason. 

With  regard  to  the  recent  magisterial  decision  as 
to  the  illegality  of  selling  "pickled"  fresh-water 
fish  in  the  close  season,  many  curious  points  have 
been  raised.  As  a  "case"  is  to  be  "stated  "  I 
refrain  from  comment.  I  am  asked  whether  salmon 
is  a  fresh-water  fish,  and  if  so  why  do  not  the 
authorities  seize  all  the  tins  of  "  pickled  "  salmon 
which  are  "  exposed  for  sale  "  ?  I  am  not  concerned 
with  salmon  or  sprats,  but  what  does  cause  me  a- 
little  agitation  is  a  letter  from  a  "  Friend  "  in  which 
he  asks  "  whether  it  is  legal  to  use  a  '  Dragnet '  in 
and  out  of  the  close  season,  and  selling  the  results." 
I  must  state  a  case.  Dragnet. 
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Tke  Smoke  tkat  Satisfies. 

"L  extravagance  tie  la  perfectioni" 

MilJ,  5J.  J)er  oz.        TV  /r  ®  A 
ropu lar,  ** 2d. per  oz* 


W.  A.  6f  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branek  of  tke  Imt>erial  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  .nj 
Ireland)  LtJ..  IjjswtcK. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

STEEL  BOATS 


And  Pnnts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 


New  "  Insa ' 


Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  H  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


got  detaUs  of  the  above 
is  losing  sport. 


fvU  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 
ARMSTRONG    &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

N  EWCASTLE-ON-TYN  E. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMOH  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

Our  SpBclal 

"Northumbrian  " 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/- ;  lift.,  22/- ;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/-  ;  17ft.,  45/-  ;  18ft.,  50/- 

Our  Mofed 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  ll^ft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 


WADERS, 


OUR  NOTED 
FISHING 


STOCKINGS  AND  TROUSERS 


in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market. 

Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Crilso,  Sea  Trout  anil  Loch 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.    8  Stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURTON,  ""Tsir"^ 

8  &  10,  Graing^er  St.,  Newcastle  on-Tyne. 


High  Class  Rods.  Plies  andTackle 

ARE  THE  Best  AND  TMEREFORE  THE 

Cheapest  intne  end 


ONLY 
ADDRESS 


Telegrams:  "REELS.  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

New^arl^- on-Xreint. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3i-inch,  12/6. 
THB  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 
Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania^ 
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^ofcs  from  ^orf^. 

Thk  Loch  Awe  sliooting  affair  lias  ended  in  tlio 
Oban  Sheriff  Court,  and  with  the  result  that  lisdalie 
Campbell  Muir  has  been  fined  £5  or  thirty  days. 

There  was  a  case  of  considerable  interest  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week,  when  Green,  a 
water-bailiff,  was  (tharged  with  assaulting  a  mill- 
worker  whom  he  found  fishing  for  minnows  on 
Sunday  morning  last. 

Green,  in  trying  to  take  the  minnow  trap  from 
Fraser,  managed  to  give  him  a  pretty  rougVi  handling, 
and  accordingly  the  police  were  called  in.  There 
were  three  other  chums  of  Eraser's  all  against  the 
watcher,  but  the  sheriff  (who  is  an  expert  brotlier 
of  the  rod)  found  the  case  not  proved. 


There  is  no  law  against  catching  minnows  or  any- 
thing else  (including  salmon  or  trout,  for  that 
matter)  on  Sunday  in  Scotland,  but  for  all  that  no 
one  ever  thinks  of  doing  it.  Only  an  occasioiuil 
stranger  is  seen  with  a  rod  on  that  day. 


Ice-cold  water,  snow  on  the  hills,  sleet  in  tiio 
valleys  and  incessant  gales  and  floods  have  all  com- 
bined to  make  the  past  week  one  of  the  very  worst 
experienced  all  this  most  erratic  season  through. 


Mr.  H.  G.  Tennant,  M.P.,  who  fished  the  home 
waters  of  the  Beauly  for  a  fortnight,  had  some  grand 
sport,  lajiding  about  2Jcwt.  of  salmon  to  his  own  rod. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  had  on  two  occa- 
sions last  week  sixty  and  seventy  sea-trout  respec- 
tively at  different  tides  at  the  pier  fishings,  and 
anglers  should  now  be  getting  these  when  once  the 
river  settles. 


Some  few  yeai's  ago  two  English  sportsmen  rented 
the  Grandholm  Don  water,  and  as  gudgeon  were  not 
to  be  got  for  love  or  money,  they  imported  a  few 
hundreds  from  England.  These  they  kept  in  a 
wooden  box,  and  as  the  season  wore  out  without  any 
angling  the  baits  were  left  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  boxes  were  burst,  the  gudgeon  escaped,  and  in 
due  course  have  multiplied,  and  firmly  establislied 
as  indigenous  to  the  Don.  Already  some  thousands 
have  been  bottled  this  season  by  local  dealers. 


The  Don  has  been  yielding  some  good  sea-trout 
fishing  at  the  mouth,  and  Mr.  Simpson  Traveller  had 
a  basket  of  ten  fish  weighing  121b.  the  other  morning. 
With  the  high  waters,  both  salmon  and  sea-trout  are 
being  got  freely  this  spring. 

The  weather,  although  extremely  cold,  is  more 
settled,  and  anglers  are  again  getting  into  harness. 

Special  Scotch. 


PFoviueial  flngliug  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on,  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  A.B.  Society  are  putting  things 
in  shape  for  their  annual  contest,  which  will  be 
held  at  Wilmcote  on  July  14  next.  At  the  com- 
mittee meeting  held  on  May  17  it  was  decided  to 
give  £5  for  the  first  and  second  prizes,  the  first  prize 
winner's  club  to  hoi  d  the  challenge  cup  for  the  ensuing 
twelve  months.  Messrs.  Kingham,  Egerton,  Brue- 
ton,  and  Jolly  were  elected  a-i  referees.  Several  of  the 
members  who  took  prizes  in  the  competition  at 
Bingley  Hall  have  handed  over  the  amounts  to  the 
society.  Two  cases  for  relief  were  made,  and  £1  Is. 
was  granted  in  each  case.  The  St.  Paul's  Society 
have  nearly  completed  their  arrangements  for 
their  annual  excursion  and  contest,  which  will  be 
held  on  Sunday,  July  8,  in  the  Thames  at  Abingdon. 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Lacey,  and  Tabberner  have  been 
to  Abingdon  to  make  the  final  arrangements  with 
the  Abingdon  Association,  who  have  kindly  con- 
sented to  assist  the  club.  Mr.  Gibson  will  act  as 
referee,  and  six  of  his  committee  will  act  as 
umpires,  the  water  selected  will  be  from  the  Ferry 
to  Nuneham  Hall.  The  Nag's  Head  Hotel  will  be 
the  headquarters.  About  600  members  and 
friends  will  avail  themselves  of  this  popular 
excursion.  A  number  of  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived in  Birmingham  by  the  chief  officers  of  the 
B.D.U.A.A.  and  the  P. A. A.  upon  the  import- 
ant subject  re  the  sanctioning  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  allowing  the  coarse  fish  to  be  taken 
from  the  river  at  any  time  with  small  meshed  nets. 
The  Gloucester  anglers  have  been  having  meetings 
to  protest  against  the  proposed  new  bye  law,  and 
they  have  intimated  to  Mr  T.  Coles,  the  president 
of  the  Birmingham  Association,  that  their  associa- 


tion, which  numbers  near  upon  000  members,  are 
willing  to  pay  either  one  or  two  shillings  per 
member  to  fight  the  matter  out.  With  this  offer 
and  the  assistance  of  a  combination  of  the  other 
associations  on  the  Severn,  who  number  some  thou- 
sands, there  is  a  prospect  of  the  bye  law  not  being 
put  into  force.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
weather  very  little  has  been  done  with  the  trout.  We 
had  a  wet,  miserable  day  on  Sunday.  It  has  been 
dull  and  cold,  the  wind  being  in  the  east.  Our 
rivers  and  reservoirs  are  in  good  order,  but  we  want 
warmer  weather.  May  has  not  been  the  "  Merrie 
Month  "  we  expected.  A  few  of  our  members  have 
been  out  on  the  Severn,  but  sport  has  been  very 
tame;  the  same  remark  applies  ail  round.  A  few 
days  of  warm  sunshine  would  do  a  great  amount  of 
good.  The  largest  trout  taken  this  season  from 
Whitacre  Reservoir  was  taken  by  Mr  A.  J.  Thorn- 
ley,  and  weighed  41b. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal  is  in  nice  condition  for  opera- 
tions, but  the  weather  has  not  been  at  all  favourable 
for  fly-fishing  during  the  past  week.  North-easterly 
winds,  and  bitterly  cold,  at  times  have  prevailed, 
consequently  sport  has  been  at  a  discount.  Odd 
fiih  have  been  taken  with  worm  at  the  bock- ends 
in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  River  Hull,  but  in 
the  tidal  waters  very  little  has  been  done.  The 
Waltonian  Angling  Association  fished  a  match  on 
the  river  at  Weelferry  on  May  12  with  very  poor 
success,  a  fish  being  a  prize  in  each  case,  Mr.  T. 
Palmer  succeeding  in  winning  the  first;  and  on 
May  13  the  North  My  ton  Angling  Association 
opened  their  season  further  up  the  river  at  Wilf- 
holme,  and  did  very  little  better,  although  each  of 
the  members  caught  fish,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Barker, 
R.  H.  Barlow,  and  Tom  Bardsloy  taking  the  first 
three  prizes.  The  employes  of  the  N.  E.  Railway 
Co.'s  Club  also  fished  their  first  match  at  Esk 
Landing,  Mr.  J.  Stevens  securing  first  honours. 
This  club  will  hold  their  second  match  at  Wilfholme 
on  June  2.  The  Beverley  A  A.  opened  their  .season 
on  May  12  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  G.  BuUiment  being 
winner  of  the  first  prize  with  lOJoz. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Another  bad  week  for  lake  and  stream  can  only 
be  chronicled.  Trolling  is  still  accounting  for  the 
most  fish  on  Windermere,  or  perhaps  1  should 
rather  say  that  at  present  it  is  a  better  paying 
game  than  whipping.  The  presence  of  a  few  May 
Flies  is  reported,  and  if  anything  is  to  be  done  it  will 
be  during  the  time  this  fly  is  on.  Very  unsettled 
weather — mostly  cold  and  blustery,  with  the  wind 
in  the  north — has  rendered  stream  fishing  very 
moderate.  Two  good  panniers  of  trout  were  made 
last  week,  one  of  8Jlb.  by  Mr.  Phillip  Bateman  in 
Hutton  beck  on  May  21,  and  the  other  one  of  81  b. 
by  Mr.  Ben  Metcalf  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Kent  on  May  19.  As  I  write  (Wednesday  night) 
cold  rain  is  Jailing,  with  a  strong  wind  from  the 
north-east. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  heavy  rains  of  last  week  end  have  again  put 
the  BoUin  in  flood.  This  stream  is  unfortunate, 
and  has  been  for  months  past.  The  Lune  and  its 
tributaries  have  fished  better,  the  latter  yielding 
the  best  sport.  Very  little  is  heard  of  the  Ribble, 
and  evidently  it  is  keeping  up  its  character  as  a  late 
river.  The  Wyre  is  reported  as  fishing  better,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  A  few  of  our 
county  rods  report  disappointing  sport  from  the 
rivers  in  North  Wales.  Great  preparations  are  in 
progress  for  the  annual  matches  promoted  in  Bolton 
and  Farnworth  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays. 
Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  Warrington,  Wigan, 
and  Liverpool. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Weather,  yes,  weather  !  and  of  the  most  wretched 
character,  simply  nothing  doing  in  angling.  The 
recent  fines  in  London  for  selling  bottled  and  pre- 
served baits  is  causing  a  lot  of  discussion.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  results  will  have  a  salutary  effect 
on  anglers  in  this  city,  and  cause  them  to  go  solidly 
for  some  intelligent  statutes.  Dealers  in  goldfish 
are  wondering  if  they  are  to  be  the  next  victims. 
To-day  (May  26)  there  will  be  a  very  important 
meeting  of  anglers  in  this  city.  The  agenda  includes 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  scheme  for  the  big  match  at  Broadheath 
on  June  16.  This  they  have  done,  and  no  doubt  it 
will  prove  satisfactory.  The  approaching  Whitsun- 
tide holidays  will  be  the  cause  of  a  large  turn  out  of 
our  city  rods. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Bitterly  cold  weather  has  kept  away  from  the 
Trent  anglers  who  otherwise  would  probably  have 


tried  to  creel  a  trout  or  two.  The  sport  is  at  all 
times  precarious,  owing  to  the  great  width  of  the 
river.  A  stretch  like  Sliardlow  holds  any  quantity, 
and  I  hear  that  since  last  week  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society,  has  been  fairly  success- 
ful with  gentles.  Sport  has  again  been  obtained 
on  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Dover  Beck  and 
Greet,  and  several  fish  have  been  taken  on 
private  waters  in  the  Bulwell  district.  These 
fell  to  the  fly.  ;The  Trent,  in  spite  of  rain, 
continues  to  flow  at  an  extremely  low  ebb,  and  the 
water  being  very  clear,  the  use  of  light  tackle  is 
in  lispensablo  in  the  matter  of  achieving  success. 
Little  bottom  weed  has,  so  far,  shown  itself. 
Coarse  fish,  generally,  are  beginning  to  head 
up  the  streams  for  the  spawning  grounds.  The 
ordinary  season  is  now  within  sight,  and  the  local 
clubs  arJ  busy  making  arrangements  for  a  lead  off. 
Personally,  I  prefer  to  wait  until  July  or  August 
before  commencing  ;  by  then  the  fish  are  in  much 
better  condition,  and  fight  more  gamely.  Parts  Of 
the  river  teem  with  barbel  and  big  chub,  and  as  an 
early  bait  votaries  will  find  a  bunoh  of  caddis  grubs 
difficult  to  beat. 


FROM   YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  cold  weather  is  against  successful  angling  of 
all  kinds.  Trout  fishers  are  experiencing  a  sorry 
time,,  and  the  report  on  the  season,  which  has  but  a 
short  period  to  run,  is  likely  to  prove  disappointing. 
Though  the  rivers  have  been  flushed  by  the  recent 
rains,  which  were  falling  copiously  in  the  middje  of 
this  week,  there  is  still  an  absence  of  the  wai'mth 
so  much  needed.  The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
on  May  19,  summoned  thirty  Lancashire  anglers  at 
Skipton,  for  alleged  infringement  of  their  bye-laws, 
the  point  raised  by  the  cases  being  whether  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  Canal  is  a  tributary  of  the  River  Aire. 
Defendants  had  been  engaged  in  a  fishing  match  in 
the  canal  at  Gargrave  on  Good  Friday  without 
licences  and  during  the  close  season.  The  magis- 
trates decided  against  the  .contention  of  the  Board 
that  the  canal  was  a  tributary  of  the  river  and 
dismissed  the  summonses,  but  consented  to  state 
a  case  with  the  view  of  an  appeal. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  dull,  and  at  times  change- 
able, and  sport  has  not  exhibited  the  all-round 
improvement  expected.  Sport,  however,  of  a  good 
description  has  often  been  had  at  salmon  and  brown 
trout  on  many  of  the  principal  waters.  Sea-trout 
fishing  has  been  very  backward.  Sea  angling  has 
been  principally  confined  to  pollack,  and  sport 
has  been  generally  good.  Since  the  drift-net  fish- 
ing began  in  the  district,  the  sea-trout  fishing  is 
on  the  decline,  but  at  present  there  appears  to  be 
no  remedy. 

North  of  Irelajstd. 

The  rain  which  fell  liberally  at  intervals  since  last 
notes  put  the  rivers  in  good  order  generally,  but  as 
there  was  no  accompanying  rise  in  the  temperature 
sport  did  not  rule  as  well  as  was  anticipated.  The 
Erne,  however,  seems  to  be  doing  well,  and  the  ever 
sport  giving  Lennon  yielded  well  to  its  patrons. 
This  river  holds  clean  run  salmon  almost  the  year 
round.  The  Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry  are  in 
order.  These  rivers  have  doni  poorly  for  so  far, 
the  weather  conditions  being  the  responsible  cause. 
On  May  18  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Angling 
Club,  I3elfast,  visited  the  Dromore  reaches  of  the 
Lagan  for  a  day's  fishing.  Sport  was  rather  indif- 
ferent, the  following  being  the  results  : — Constable 
M'Clure.  five  trout;  Constable  Farrell,two;  Con- 
stable Burke,  two;  and  Cjnstables  M'Keown, 
Coffey  and  Lawless,  one  each. 

We.st  of  Ireland. 

Reports  to  hand  from  the  various  centres  on 
Lough  Mask  indicate  fair  sport.  Messrs  J.  S.  Dar- 
ward  and  W.  Stuart  Norwood,  fishing  on  May  18 
and  20,  are  credited  with  thirteen  trout,  running 
from  1  lb.  to  31b.  The  Louisburgh  river  opens  on 
June  1  next,  and  the  Carrowniskey  on  July  1. 
These  are  the  last  of  the  Irish  rivers  to  open. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Sligo  Board  of  Conservators 
was  held  on  May  19,  Sir  Maltby  Crofton,  Bart., 
presiding,  to  consider  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Salmon  Fisheries  Bill.  The  secretary  explained 
that  the  object  of  the  proposed  Bill  was  to  wipe  out 
the  conservators  and  replace  them  by  county  and 
district  councillor-i.  Colonel  Wood  Martin  said  that 
people  would  be  put  over  the  fisheries  who  had  not 
the  slightest  interest  in  them.  Mr.  James  Scott 
said  that  the  new  bodies  would  not  know  anything 
about  the  habits  of  the  fish — "  except  to  poach 
them,"  interjected  another  member.  Colonel  Wood 
Martin  moved  a  resolution  protesting  against  the 
Bill,  on  the  grounds  that  the  Bill  would  give  the 
powers  of  the  conservators  to  members  of  bodies 
not  elected  for  the  purpose,  who  had  no  interest 
in  preserving  the  fisheries,  and  would  not  contri- 
bute to  their  preservation,  which  would  result  in 
the  extinction  of  the  inland  fisheries. 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


LOXDOX  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  that  the  Ticket  Offices  at  Euston, 
Broad-street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the  day, 
from  Monday,  May  28,  to  Monday,  June  4,  inclusive, 
so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do 
so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the 
trains,  and  so  avoid  delay  at  the  stations.  Tickets, 
dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers,  can  also 
be  obtained  at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank 
holidays  excepted)  at  the  Town  Receiving  Offices  of 
the  company.  Additional  express  trains  will  be  run, 
and  special  arrangements  made  in  connection  with 
the  London  and  North- Western  passenger  trains 
for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays.  Tourist  tickets  are  now 
issued  daily  to  Scotland,  North,  South,  and  Central 
Wales.  Cambrian  Line  Stations,  Ireland,  Blackpool, 
Southport,  Morecambe,  Windermere,  Grange,  Ulver- 
ston.  the  English  Lake  District,  Leamington, 
Buxton,  Malvern,  Scarborough,  and  other  seaside 
and  inland  watering  places.  Week-end  tickets  will 
be  issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Jime  1  and  2, 
and  will  be  available  for  the  return  joiumey  up  to 
the  following  Wednesday  instead  of  Tuesday  as 
usual.  The  company  have  also  arranged  a  very  full 
programme  of  cheap  excureions  for  the  holidays, 
(■omprising  bookings  to  all  the  principal  points  of 
interest  in  the  three  kingdoms.  For  full  particulars, 
see  the  company's  announcements. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Sunny  South  and  South-West  Districts  of 
England,  with  their  nimierous  health  and  pleasure 
resorts,  are  brought  within  easy  reach  of  London 
by  the  excellent  train  service  of  the  London  and 
South-Westem  Railway,  whose  programme  of 
excursions  go  far  to  minimise  the  difficulty  of 
deciding  where  to  go.  On  the  direct  route  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  Portsmouth,  and  South^ea,  within  an 
hour  of  Waterloo,  are  the  lovely  Surrey  Hills,  sur- 
rounding Tennyson's  home  ;  close  at  hand,  in  the 
next  county,  are  the  woods,  fields,  and  hedgerows 
from  which  Gilbert  White  gleaned  the  material  for 
his  famous  Natural  History.  A  few  miles  further 
on,  in  the  picturesque  Itchen  Valley,  is  Winchester, 
where  the  curfew  first  rang,  and  still  peals  forth  its 
warning  notes.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Itchen  is 
Southampton,  a  resort  of  no  mean  order,  and  a 
splendid  centre  for  innumerable  places  of  interest. 
To  the  north  is  Salisbury,  in  the  lovely  Avon  Valley  ; 
also  the  mysterious  Stonehenge.  Away  to  the 
south  is  the  Land  of  Pines,  with  Boscombe  and 
Bournemouth,  the  latter  standing  pre-eminent 
among  England's  finest  seaside  resorts,  for  position, 
climate,  and  railway  facilities,  breakfast,  luncheon, 
dining  and  Pullman  cars  running  in  the  principal 
trains.  Weymouth,  with  its  new  18-hole  golf 
course,  and  Lyme  Regis,  the  beautiful  garden  coast 
town,  form  splendid  watering-places,  of  which 
Dorset  may  well  boast.  The  London  and  South- 
Westem  Company's  series  of  excursions  embrace 
the  best  and  most  interesting  places,  including 
Exeter,  Okehampton,  and  Tavistock  (for  Dart- 
moor), Launceston,  and  many  others ;  also  the 
bracing  North  Devon  and  Cornwall  resorts  directly 
facing  the  English  and  Bristol  Channels — namely, 
Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  and  Lynmouth,  Bideford, 
Westward  Ho  !  Clovelly,  Bude,  Boscastle,  Tin- 
tagel,  Padstow,  Newquay,  etc.  The  combined  rail 
and  coach  circular  tour  tickets  from  Waterloo 
afford  the  best  means  of  seeing  the  principal  places 
of  interest.  On  the  South  Coast,  situated  among 
some  of  Devon's  lovely  scenerj',  will  be  found  Sid- 
mouth,  Seaton,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Exmouth, 
Plymouth,  etc.  All  these  places,  with  many  others, 
are  within  a  few  hours  of  London  (Waterloo  Station), 
and  period  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  trains 
leaving  'at  con\'enient  times,  at  fares  of  exceptional 
cheapness,  available  for  from  three  to  eighteen  days. 
The  special  "  five-shilling  "  day  trips  to  Bourne- 
mouth and  the  New  Forest  will  run  on  Whit  Sun- 
day and  Monday.  Also  a  6s.  day  trip  and  48.  3d. 
express  half-day  trip  to  Weymouth  and  Swanage 
on  Whit  Monday.  For  those  wishing  to  enjoy  a 
trip  to  the  Continent,  the  usual  14-day  excursion 
ticket*  will  be  issued  to  Paris  and  the  French  coast 
for  Normandy,  Brittany,  etc  ;  also  to  the  Channel 
Islands,  via  Southampton.  Full  particulars  of 
excursions,  special  and  late  trains  for  the  holidays, 
are  given  in  a  handy  little  programme  to  be  ob- 
tained by  sending  post-card  to  Mr.  Henry  Holmes, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line.  Waterloo  Station,  S.E., 
or  to  the  Company's  London  Offices  and  Stations. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris  by 
express  services,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne, 
leaving  Victoria  at  2.20  p.m.  on  May  31,  June  1,  2, 


and  3  ;  also  on  the  same  dates  by  the  night  mail 
service  leaving  Cannon-street  at  9. .5  p.m.  On  Satur- 
day, Jime  2,  they  will  also  be  issued  by  the  10  a.m. 
service  from  Victoria,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne. 
Returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m.,  via  Boulogne  or 
9.0  p.m.,  via  Calais,  any  day  within  fourteen  days. 
A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Victoria 
at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  June  2,  and  Sunday, 
Jime  3;  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Whit 
Monday.  Cheap  return  tickets,  available  for  eight 
days,  will  be  issued  from  Victoria  to  Boulogne  from 
May  30  to  June  4,  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0 
a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services.  Similar  tickets  will  he  also 
issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.5  a.m.  and  9.5  p.m.  services 
from  Cannon-street.  Cheap  tickets  to  Le  Touquet 
and  Paris-Plage,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  will 
also  be  issued.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Wliit  Monday 
special  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and 
Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais, 
Boulogne  and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from 
May  30  to  June  4,  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days. 
Special  cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam, 
The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  via  Queenboro' 
and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  May  30  to  June  4, 
inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  9.42  a.m. 
Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Ostend  will  be 
issued  from  Maj'  30  to  June  4,  inclusive.  During 
the  holidays  the  Continental  services  will  run 
as  usual,  with  the  exception  that  services  will  not 
run  from  and  to  Charing  Cross.  The  Home  arrange- 
ments are  as  follows  :  Return  tickets  to  Tunbridge 
Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury, 
Wliitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate, 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  ShomclifiEe,Hythe,  Sand- 
gate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be 
issued  from  London  by  certain  trains  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  June  1  and  2,  available  to  return  on 
June  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  by  any  train  (mail  and  boat 
expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions  on 
■UTiit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday  will  be  run  from 
the  principal  London  stations  to  Gravesend  (for 
Rosher\'ille  Gardens),  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
On  Whit  Monday  a  special  cheap  day  excursion  will 
be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24 
a.m.  and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m.,  and  a  cheap 
half-day  excursion  will  also  be  run  to  Whitstable 
and  Herne  Bay  on  Whit  Sunday,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  1.47  p.m.,  Waterloo  1.49,  London  Bridge 
1.54,  Victoria  3.0  p.m.,  Holborn  and  St.  Paul's 
2.55  p.m.  ;  and  Whit  Monday,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  and  Victoria  at  11.50  a.m.,  Holborn  and  St. 
Paul's  11.40  a.m.,  Waterloo  11.52  a.m.,  London 
Bridge  12.0  noon,  and  New  Cross  12.2  p.m.  Cheap 
return  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Whit  Monday, 
including  admission.  Full  particulars  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  home  excursions,  extension  of  time  for 
certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services, 
etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  programme 
and  bills. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
This  up-to-date  railway  company  have  issued  an 
attractive  programme  of  some  twenty  pages, 
bound  in  a  strong  paper  cover,  containing  a  cheerful 
design  which  prophesies  bright  weather  for  the 
holidays,  and  are  affording  cheap  facilities  to  over 
500  places  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
Notwithstanding  the  mass  of  information  contained 
in  the  programme,  its  arrar.gement  is  very  simple, 
showing  a  passenger  at  a  glance  where  he  can  travel 
to,  the  period  for  which  his  ticket  is  available,  the 
time  his  train  leaves,  and  the  price.  These  places 
include  Belfast  and  the  numerous  interesting 
localities  to  be  found  north  and  west  of  that  city. 
Given  a  reasonable  prospect  of  fair  weather,  the 
north  coast  of  Ireland  presents  many  attractions, 
particularly  from  a  health  point  of  view.  Besides, 
this  is  known  as  "  the  dry  part  of  Ireland."  The 
climate  is  here  mild  and  equable,  and  the  roads 
round  the  north  coast,  form  Larne  to  Portrush,  are 
admirable  for  cycling,  motoring  and  driving.  The 
coast  scenery  is  also  of  unrivalled  beauty.  The 
excursions  leave  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  on  Thursday, 
May  31,  covering  a  period  of  sixteen  days,  at  fares 
varying  from  24s.  to  74s.  Cheap  tickets  are  also 
being  issued  on  Thursday,  May  31,  to  Dublin,  Cork, 
Killarney,  and  the  western  counties  of  Ireland, 
available  for  sixteen  days.  Excursions  will  leave 
St  Pancras  on  Friday,  June  1,  for  Scotland,  available 
for  periods  varying  from  four  to  seventeen  days. 
For  Douglas  on  Friday  (midnight)  and  Saturday 
morning,  June  1  and  2,  via  Liverpool,  and  on 
Saturday  morning,  June  2,  via  Heysham  and  via 
Barrow,  for  from  three  to  seventeen  days.  Fares  : 
Third-class  and  saloon,  278.  6d.  ;  third-class  and 
forecabin,  23s.6d.  And  for  many  provincial  towns 
and  districts  for  three,  six,  or  eight  day,8  including 
the  Peak  of  Derbyshire,  and  the  Yorkshire  inland 
and  seaside  watering  places.    Country  excursions 


to  St.  Albans,  Luton,  Bedford,  etc.,  and  to  South- 
end and  Westclill-on-Sea,  at  exceedingly  cheap 
rates,  also  find  a  prominent  place  in  the  Midland 
programme.  The  short-date  tickets  issued  by  the 
Midland  Company's  route  will  be  available 
for  returning  on  Sunday .^^  (where  train  service 
permits),  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  June 
3,  4,  5,  or  0. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
Quickest  and  most  convenient  route  to  all  parts 
of  the  Eastern  Counties.  Tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or 
Tuesday  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Yarmouth, 
Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, 
Cromer,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dover- 
court,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
and  Hunstanton  by  all  trains  from  Liverpool- 
street,  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  Stations  at  same 
fares  as  from  Liverpool-street,  also  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Tovvti  to  Hunstanton, 
Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley- 
on-Sea,  and  Cromer.  Cheap  excursions  from 
London.  On  Friday,  June  1,  to  North-Eastern 
Stations  and  Scotland  for  4,  8,  or  17  days.  To 
Lincolnshire,  Lancashire,  and  Yorkshire,  for  3,  ti, 
and  8  days.  To  North-East  Coast  watering  places 
for  4,  8,  11,  and  15  days.  On  Saturday,  June  12, 
to  the  Eastern  Counties,  Cambridge,  Wisbech, 
Lynn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  etc. 
Also  the  principal  stations  in  Lincolnshire,  Lanca- 
shire, Yorkshire,  and  North-Eastem  District  for 
3,  6,  and  8  days.  To  Hertford  for  1,  2,  or  3  days. 
On  Sunday,  June  3,  to  Hertford  for  1  day,  to  Cam- 
bridge for  1  day.  On  Whit  Monday  to  Hertford, 
2s.  6d.  From  Liverpool-street  at  9.29,  10.27  a.m., 
and  12.50  p.m.  ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m.  Cambridge,  4s.  3d., 
Ely,  5s.  6d.  From  Liverpool-street  at  8.43  and 
11.5  a.m.  ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Tovm  at  9.15  a.m.  for  1  day.  To  Cambridge  only, 
3s.  9d.  for  half-day,  from  Liverpool-street  at  12.0 
noon  and  2.35  p.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  at  12.20  and 
2.40  p.m.  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  1  day  .5s.  6d., 
3  and  5  days  8s.  6d.,  6  or  8  days  lis.  6d.  From 
Liverpool-street  at  6.25  a.m.,  Stratford,  6.35  a.m., 
and  Ilford,  0.40  a.m.  Southend  and  back,  2s.  6d. 
From  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Stations 
in  the  G.E.  Suburban  District  and  North  London 
Line.  Through  fast  trains  will  run  at  frequent 
intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  commencing  at 
6.30  a.m.,  and  from  Fenchurch-street  at  8.13,  8.47. 
9.22,  10.50,  and  11.20  a.m.  Through  excursion 
tickets  are  also  issued  from  Stations  on  the  Metro- 
politan Railway;  Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich  and 
back,  4s.  3d.  From  Liverpool-street  on  Whit 
Sunday  at  9.15  a.m.,  Stratford,  9.22  a.m.,  and 
Ilford,  9.30  a.m.  ;  also  on  Whit  Monday  from 
Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m.,  calling  at  Stratford 
at  8.30  a.m.  Clacton,  3s.  Special  express  half-day 
trip,  leaving  St.  Pancras  at  11.32  a.m.,  calling  at 
Kentish  Town,  Highgate-road,  Junction-road,  Upper 
Holloway,  Hornsey-road,  Crouch-hill,  Harringay 
Park,  St.  Ann's-road,  and  South  Tottenham. 
Broxbourne  and  Rye  [House,  Is.  9d.  :  Daily  from 
Liverpool-street,  Bethnal-green,  Hackney  Downs, 
Stratford,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday  trains  will  run 
as  required.  Epping  Forest :  Daily  from  Liverpool- 
street,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday  a  special  service  of 
trains  will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Chingford  and  Loughton  ;  also  between 
Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford.  For  full  particulars 
see  bills. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
For  those  desirous  of  spending  the  Whitsuntide 
holiday  at  the  many  attractive  resorts  in  the  Mid- 
lands and  the  North,  ample  and  admirable  facilities 
are  afforded  by  the  Great  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany from  Marylebone  and  Suburban  Stations. 
By  this  company's  picturesque  and  comfortable 
route  express  excursions  at  most  moderate  fares  will 
be  run  to  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  North-East  and  North-West 
Coast  Watering  Places,  and  Scotland.  Special  fast 
trains  will  leave  Marylebone  at  12.5  midnight  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  June  1  and  2,  and  several 
additional  expresses  will  be  rim  at  convenient  times 
on  Saturday,  June  2.  The  information  has  been 
concisely  tabulated  in  the  form  of  an  ABC  Pro- 
gramme, giving  times  of  departures,  fares,  dates  and 
times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any  station  (alphabetically 
arranged)  which  can  be  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of 
this  guide  may  be  obtained  free  at  Marylebone  and 
Suburban  Stations,  Town  Offices  or  Agencies. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  "  Great  "  Great  Western  Railway  announce 
that  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  the  Cornish 
Riviera,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel  Islands, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South  Wales,  Ire- 
land, the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Shrop- 
shire, Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.    Day  trips :  Whit 
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NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Ardara^  Co.  Donegal. 

Finest  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in 
North  of  Ireland,  which  includes  up- 
wards of  16  lakes,  with  boats,  and  four 
rivers  free,  with  two  larger  salmon  rivers, 
for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  5s.  per  day 
per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  the  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
makes  it  a  fine  centre  for  visiting  the 
most  interesting  parts,  some  of  which 
lie  in  close  proximity.  Golf  Links  and 
Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards. 
Terms  moderate. — Apply 
 NEIL  McNELIS. 

.  ,      "And  here  and  there  a  lunty  trout, 
■  And  here  and  there  a  grayliiig." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTESILi 

(Under  entirely  New  Munagenient.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishineron  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Tenlmry  Kwan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  TlloMAS  E.  HANKS,  Manager. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  witli  coarse  llsh — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CRooM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile). 
Lough  Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Fkhe.  Taritf 
very  moderate.   T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTOiff,  Proprietor. 


BASSENTHWAITE  LAKE 

CUMBERLAND. 

YE  PHEASANT  HOTEL 


Well  Stocked  Waters,  4  miles  in  length, 
1  mile  in  breadth.  Trout,  Perch,  Pike, 
and  Salmon  Fishing.  Every  comfort 
and  accommodation. —  Write  for  illus- 
trated descriptive  booklet,  post  free. 

W.  W.  REA,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Large  Lake  and  River  Fishing  free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  Hotel.    Terms  very 
moderate.    Full  particulars  of  K.  Vinje, 
VINJE  HOTEL, 
VOSSESTRANDEN,  NORWAY. 
Four  hours'  rail  and  two  hours'  drive  from  Bergen. 

CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND. 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  and  Brovfn 
Trout  Fishing.  Gentlemen  cstn  be  assured 
of  splendid  sport.  The  sporting  Hotel 
of  Shetland  ;  comfortable  ;  good  cuisine  ; 
moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 

Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  niglit, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  &  GOLFING. 


TO  LET  for  June  and  July, 

DETACHED  COTTAGE  RESIDENCE, 

between  Woking  and  Guildford  ;  three  minutes 
from  Station,  40  minutes  from  Waterloo.  Fur- 
nished throughout.  Two  sitting  rooms,  live 
bedrooms,  large  kitchen  and  scullery ;  J  acre 
garden.  Use  of  Shetland  pony  and  governess 
car.— Apply  H.  S.  M.,  37,  St.  Qcorae's  House, 
£ustcheap,  Loudon,  £.C. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unettualloil  for  Its  excel- 
lent  Fishing,  both  front 
Shoro  and  Soa. 

Abounding  in  Wliiting,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  A.  RovfELL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth ;  or 
Mr.  C.  J.  Rdbseli,, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 

SCHOENAU,  Black  Forest. 

Beautiful  Health  Resort.    Two  hours 
from  Basic. 

THE  SUN  HOTEL 


and  PARK  VILLA 

(Black  Forest  House). 
With  modern  comforts ;    in  splendid 
situation.     Vast  and  Romantic  Park. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  (many  parts 
of  the  Rivers  are  exclusively  reserved  for  Sport 
Fishing),    Aak  for  Prospectus. 


DONAUESCHINGEN, 

BLACK  FOREST,  South  Germany. 

Residence  of  the  Prince  of  Furstenberg,  whose 
Castle,  Library,  Museum,  and  Park  are  open  to 
the  Public.  Source  of  the  Danube.  Favourite 
bunting-ground  of  the  German  Emperor.  Good 
facilities  for  Trout  Fishing. 


HOTEL  AND  KURHAUS, 

SCHUTZEN. 

First-class.  Every  Comfort.  English  Sanitation. 
Prospectus  and  details,  post  free,  from — 

J.  BURY,  Proprietor. 
Reference  in  London,  Mr.  C.  Levi  (Berlin 
Photo  Co.),  133,  New  Bond  Street. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stieling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


LOUGH  GORRIB,  OUGHTERARD,  IRELAND. 

Furnished  House  to  Let 

By  the  month,  or  longer  term.  The  Grove, 
Oughterard.  Newly  built  and  furnished. 
Standing  in  its  own  grounds,  11  acres  in  extent. 
It  contains  drawing  room,  dining  I'oom,  five 
large  bedi'ooms,  servants'  ditto,  kitchen,  pantry, 
scullery,  bath,  and  W.C. 

1,500  ACRES  GOOD  MIXED  SHOOTING, 

Grouse,  Snipe,  Woodcock,  <Sc.,  also  TO  LET. 
Apply  to  M.  F.  Joyce,  The  Grove,  Oughterard. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  weU-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  Bling's  Cross, 
and  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Pishing. — Apply,  The  Mahaqeb, 

ICKLEFOBD  FiSHEBY,  HlTCHIN. 


TO  LET. 


TROUT  FISHING 

On  the  Lambourn. 

About  I  mile.    Close  to  Station. 


R.  OSMOND,  Weston,  Lambourn. 


FOR  SAILiS. 
REA L  BA RGAINS. 

First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 

and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  WORCE.sTER. 
First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 

and  Fixtures  Complete,  at  EVE.SIIA.M. 
First-class  Retail  Fishing  Tackle  Business,  Stock 
and  Fi-xtures  Complete,  at  GLOUCESTER. 
For  prices  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  .Tames 
Aston,  Accountant,  6,  MillsboroRoad,  Redditch. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE  OUSE. 

FOUR  MILES  OF  FISHING 

in  the  River  Ouse,  between  Ely  and  Littleport ; 
and  about  a  Mile  in  the  River  Lark  at  Ely. 
(iood  Coai'se  Fishing,  water  jueaerved  and 
keeper  employed.  Tickets,  5t(.  for  the  season 
(exclusive  of  Spinning  for  Pike  or  Perch),  In- 
cluding Pike  Fishing,  Is.  lid.  Arrangements  will 
be  made  with  the  Great  Kastern  Railway  Coin- 
l)any  for  reduced  fares  from  Ij<jndon.  Names 
and  addresses  of  applicants  to  fish  must  be  sent 
to  us  for  submission  to  the  Fishery  Committee, 
envelopes  to  be  marked  "Fishery."  Season 
commences  16th  June.  Plain  copies  of  Rules 
can  be  <jbtained  of  us,  but  every  Ticket-holder 
will  have  to  purchase  a  bound  copy  of  the  Rules 
when  a  Ticket  is  issued  to  him. 
H.  A  G.  L.  ARCHER,  Solicitors,  Ely,  Cambs., 
Clerlcii  to  the  South  Level  Drainage  and 
Xaingation  CoinMissionert. 


To  Hotels  and  Fishing 
Tackle  Dealers. 


FOR 

A    FINE  SPECIMEN  PIKE, 

Weight  when  caught,  25  lbs. ;  set  up  by 
\V.  F.  HoMEE,  London.  £6  or  nearest 
offer. — W.  H.  Whight,  Tutnalls,  Lydney, 
Gloucestershire. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  .Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Head(iuarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
.Society's  Ottlces  at  the  same  address. 


GiTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  ■  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "The 
.Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary.  


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOUD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 
Skcretart. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angiing  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Qxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains.  Meetings  each 
Wednesday,  and  particulars  of  Secretary  at 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westboume 
Park,  W^  


You  can  do  an  old  angler  a  good  turn,  and  your- 
self reap  a  benefit,  at  a  small  cost,  by  sending 
for  a  copy  of 

"THE   TRENT  OTTER'S" 

PRACTICAL  FISHING 

FOR  COARSE  FISH. 

19  chapters ;  160  closely  printed  pages,  3S  illus- 
trations ;  Bound  in  strong  cloth  covers.  45 
years'  practical  experience  in  English  waters 
far  and  wide.  Much  to  instruct,  much  to 
interest.   

Price  1/-  only.  Postage  3d.  extra,  from 

J.  W.  MABTIN.  ("The  Trent  Otter,") 
8,  Seymour  St.,  Euston  Square,  London,  N.W. 

Illustrated  Circulars  and  Catalogue  of  high- 
i.'laas  fishing  goods  Free. 


WORMS  and  other  BAITS 

Packed  in  Moss,  fresh  daily.  Br.\n1)UNGS, 
MaiiienI)F,ws,  Marsh,  Ac,  300,  1/6  ;  .Wo,  2/-  ; 
1000,  3/6.  Large  LoHS  for  Salmon  Fishing,  1/6 
per  loo.  All  carriage  paid.  The  trade  supplied. 
Addiess— T.  HOLMES,  10,  Biiigley  Street,  Leeds. 


Cast  yoDF  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  In  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  power» 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE^^  SONS, 

Fishing:  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  JUeMctU  Examimation  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  nuan 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hi»  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  .on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  • 


Address  • 

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran* 

teed  by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Sub-icriptiott 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publisher,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casdalti 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  Ac.  iVatural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.   pjjjcB  JLISXS  FREE. 
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Sunday  to  Swindon,  Cirencester,  Stroud,  Gloucester, 
Cheltenham,  etc.  \Miit  Sunday  night,  to  Swindon, 
Cheltenliam,  Chepstow,  Cardiff.  Oxford,  Birming- 
ham, etc.  ^^^lit  Monday  :  To  Chippenham,  Melk- 
sham.  Bath,  Bristol,  Clevedon,  Weston-super-Mare, 
Swindon.  Trowbridge,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Bridport, 
Dorchester,  Weymouth.  Pangbourne,  Wallingford, 
Reading,  Xewbiu-y,  Hungerford,  Marlborough, 
Devizes,  etc.  Also  half-day  trips  to  Reading. 
Wliit  Monday :  Paddington,  depart  8.20  a.m., 
special  non-stop  day  trip  to  Weston-super-Mare  ; 
fare.  5s.  6d.  Also  at  higher  fares  for  2,  5,  8,  12,  or 
15  days.  Half-day  trips :  Whit  Tuesday :  Pad- 
dington. depart  11.37  a.m.,  express  non-stop  half- 
ly  trip  to  Weston-super-Mare,  return  7.28  p.m.  ; 
•e.  4s.  3d.  \Miit  Tuesday  :  Paddington.  depart 
1.37  a.m.  to  Oxford  and  Stratford-on-Avon  ;  fare, 
46.  Cheap  tickets  to  riverside  stations,  June  1,  2, 
3,  and  4  ;  week-end  tickets,  June  1  and  2.  For 
■"etails  see  separate  bills.  For  any  further  informa- 
"on,  application  should  be  made  at  any  of  the 
mpany's  Offices  or  Agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A. 
art.  Divisional  Superintendent,  Paddington 
tation,  W. 

THE  GREAT  XORTHERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Northern  Railway,  forming  with  the 
North  Eastern  and  North  British  Railways  the 
favourite  East  Coast  route  to  Scotland,  etc.,  has 
issued  a  32-page  pamplilet,  giving  full  particulars 
of  excursions  to  all  parts  of  Scotland,  Yorkshire, 
'  Lincolnshire,  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  the 
North-Eastern  District  generally.  On  \\Tiit  Sunday, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday,  non-stop  half-day  trips  to 
Skegness;  fare,  3s.,  leaving  King's  Cross  at  11.30 
a.m.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Monday  to  Huntingdon, 
Peterboro',  Grimsby,  Nottingham,  Newark,  Retford, 
On  MTiit  Tuesday  to  Sutton-on-Sea  and 
ablethorpe.  Week-end  tourist  and  fortnightly 
ckets  are  also  issued. 


RIGHTON  AND  SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 

A  special  fourteen-day  excursion  to  Dieppe, 
Rouen  and  Paris  will  be  run  via  the  Newhaven- 
Dieppe  Royal  Mail  route  through  the  charming 
scenery  of  Normandy  and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine. 
The  tickets  will  be  issued  by  the  morning  express 
service  and  by  special  afternoon  service,  also  by  the 
express  night  service  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings.  Special  cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe 
will  be  issued  on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday. 
At  Dieppe  the  Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holi- 
days. On  Whit  Sunday  and  Monday,  trains  at  day 
excursion  fares  wiU  be  run  from  London  to  Brighton, 
Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst.  Pulborough,  Little- 
hampton,  Bognor,  Portsmouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
Lewes,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Seaford,  Eastbourne,  Bex- 
hill,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  etc.  Extra  trains  will 
be  run  from  London,  as  required  by  the  traffic,  to  the 
Crystal  Paleu:e,  the  special  holiday  entertainments 
on  Whit  Monday,  Tuesday  and  following  days, 
returning  in  the  evening  at  frequent  intervals. 
Special  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  from  London  to  Portsmouth,  Havling  Island, 
Southsea  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Whit  Tuesday 
cheap  day  trips  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Brighton,  Hove  and  Worthing.  The  Brighton 
Company  announce  that  their  West  End  offices, 
28,  Regent-street,  Piccadilly,  and  the  City  office 
will  remain  open  until  10  p.m.  for  the  sale  of  the 
special,  cheap,  and  ordinary  tickets  to  all  parts  of 
the  line,  and  to  the  Continent,  at  the  same  fares  as 
charged  at  London  Bridge  and  Victoria. 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  various  telegrams  from  the  different  districts 
of  Norway  indicate  changeable  weather,  similar  to 
that  we  have  experienced  in  this  country  during  the 
past  week.  In  the  Namsen  and  Northern  Districts  the 
weather  has  turned  colder  and  the  rivers  have  fallen, 
but  salmon  have  been  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Fjord  of  the  Namsen  ;  this — according  to  the  local 
sayings — means  that  fish  will  be  caught  by  rod 
in  the  Namsen  within  the  next  eight  or  ten  'days — 
say,  the  end  of  May.  The  Gula  District  reports 
th*t  prospects  are  good,  the  flood  is  still  continuing, 
and  weather  variable.  Chrietiansund  District  : 
The  weather  there  is  cold  with  low  rivers.  In  the 
Bergon  District  fish  are  being  caught  in  the  rivers, 
although  the  weather  there  also  is  cold.  In  the 
Mandal  District  fairly  warm  weather  is  being 
experionced,  and  the  rivers  are  still  flooded.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  a  cold-weather  spell  has  spread 
itself  over  the  Western  Coast  of  Noi-way  during  the 
past  week,  which  has  appreciably  delayed  the 
melting  of  the  snow,  but  there  are  distinct  evidences 
that  fish  are  on  the  coast  in  numbers,  and,  therefore, 
the  prospects  of  a  reasonably  early  and  satisfactory 
angling  season  are  about  as  favourable  as  human 
forecast  can  define. — James  Dowell,  Lumley 
House. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftot. 

[We  do  not  liold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

IS  THE   "ZULU"  A    TROUT  OR 
"  LOCH  "  FLY  ? 

Deae  Sib, — A  correspondent  asks.  Is  the  Zulu  a 
"  trout  "  or  a  "  loch  "  fly — that  is,  could  a  small- 
sized  Zulu  be  legitimately  used  upon  a  water 
whereon  it  is  stipulated — "  Trout  flies,  wet  or  dry, 
may  be  used,  but  no  loch  fly  "  ? 

Your  correspondent  asks  a  double  -  barrelled 
question.  The  question  seems  to  me  to  hinge  on 
what  constitutes  a  "  loch  "  fly,  and  why  its  use  on 
any  river  is  not  legitimate.  My  own  feeling  is  that 
"but  no  loch  fly  " 'is  a  very  thoughtless  clause  to 
insert  at  all.  I  imagine  it  arose  from  men  using 
large  loch  flies  with  silver  bodies,  like  the 
Alexandra,  which  in  some  rivers  are  taken  keenly  by 
trout,  and,  I  believe,  just  as  an  artificial  minnow 
is  taken  ;  and  hence  are  not  considered  as  "  flies 
wet  or  dry."  "  Bulging  "  trout  are  at  times  taken 
by  a  large  fly  sunk,  and  played  with  a  series  of 
jerks,  I  understand  ;  but  that  a  large  loch-sized 
fly  of  the  Zulu  pattern  would  prove  deadly  in  any 
really  fine  trouting  water,  I  hardly  think  likely. 

To  bar  its  use  as  a  small  "trout"  fly  seems  to  be 
ridiculous,  unless  the  "  Bumbles,"  with  red  tags, 
and  a  host  of  other  flies  are  likewise  barred.  I  am 
without  prejudice,  as  I  never  should  have  thought 
of  putting  a  Zulu  in  my  fly-book  (or  on  my  cast)  for 
river  fishing.  All  the  same,  I  do  know  that  it  is 
constantly  used  on  some  of  the  Aberdeenshire  rivers, 
and  is  said  to  be  "  good  medicine." 

I  think,  therefore,  that  (1)  the  Zulu  is  now  both 
a  "  loch  "  fly  and  a  "  trout  "  fly — that  is,  a  river 
fly,  and  could  no  more  be  debarred  in  river  fishing 
than  a  "  March  Brown,"  which  is  constantly  used  in 
loch  flies  dressed  large.  As  one  of  my  friends  (and 
a  very  fine  fisherman  he  is)  has  used  5x  gut  and 
flies  0  and  00  on  Loch  Leven,  and  by  those  tactics 
has,  in  calm  weather,  proved  their  vahie.  The 
question  is,  not  what  is,  but  what  is  not  a 
"  loch  "  fly  ?— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[I  have  used  a  small  Zulu  with  success  for  grayling 
in'  rivers,  and  as  Mr.  Tod  says,  if  it  is  barred  then 
the  Red  Tag  and  the  Bumbles  with  tags  should  be 
barred  also.  The  Red  Tag  is  really  only  our  ancient 
friend  the  Red  Palmer  with  a  red  tag,  and  the  Zulu 
is  little  more  than  a  Black  Palmer  with  a  red  tag. 
Most  of  the  loch  flies  are  merely  ordinary  river 
patterns  tied  larger.  "  Flies  "  which  are  properly 
barred  on  many  trout  waters  are  the  small  salmon 
flies — such  as  Silver  Doctor,  Dusty  Miller,  Jock 
Scott,  etc.,  which  are  xis&d  in  the  same  way  as  the 
now  ganorally  tabooed  "  Alexandra." — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  WINDERMERE. 

Deab  Sib, — Replying  to  Mr.  Gatey's  letterof  Mayl2, 
let  me  say  at  once  that  my  notes  on  Windermere  of 
May  5  were  misleading — not  through  any  fault  of 
mine,  but  solely  on  account,  as  I  take  it,  of  the 
Editor  being  short  of  space.  I  have  not  the  original 
notes  by  me,  having  burnt  them,  but  what  I  sent 
for  publication  was  substantially  as  follows  : — "  I 
cannot  see  that  anything  can  now  redeem  Winder- 
mere from  being  an  utter  failure  this  season,  as  there 
is  but  little  time  left  for  trouting,  for  with  the 
advent  and  before  the  disappearance  of  the  May  Fly 
— when  the  very  best  fishing  in  the  lake  is  obtain- 
able— fishing  may  be  said  to  be  over,"  etc.  This 
statement  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  refute  Mr. 
Gatey's  assertion  that  "  I  am  actuated  by  malice 
or  pessimism,"  or  that  it  is  the  cry  of  ambition 
unachieved. 

I  do  say  this,  however,  that  the  trouting  on 
Windermere  this  season  has  been  distinctly  disap- 
pointing, although  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit 
that  individual  creels  may  have  been  obtained.  To 
confirm  the  latter  I  quote  Mr.  Gatey's  statement, 
that  "  to  go  no  further  back  than  Saturday  and 
Monday  last,  one  of  our  members  had  to  his  own 
rod  nine  and  fifteen  trout  respectively,  averaging 
fib.  apiece  "  ;  and,  to  confirm  the  former,  let  me 
state  that  Mr.  Gatey  is  a  keen  angler  himself,  who 
follows  the  lake  pretty  assiduously,  and  that  I  will 
gladly  accept  his — to  me — unknown  record  of  trout 
caught  and  their  average  weight,  if  he  will  kindly 
publish  it ;  or,  if  Mr.  Gatey  should  feel  any  natural 
shyness  in  doing  this,  he  might  try  and  persuade  a 
friend  of  his — who  fished  the  lake  for  some  seven  or 
eight  days  a  short  time  ago — to  give  his  experience. 

Mr.  Gatoy's  long  statement  that  "  the  fact  that 
the  Windermere  and  District  Angling  Association 
numbers  some  200  philanthropic  gentlemen,  who 
are  banded  together  to  improve  the  trout  fishing 
in  Lake  Windermere,"  etc.,  etc.,  does  not  affect  the 
present  state  of  the  angling  in  the  lake,  and  were 
it  not  that  I  know  that  this  Association  is  formed 
of  these  aforesaid  philanthropic  gentlemen,  I  should 


surmise  that  Mr.  Gatey  was  endeavouring  to  obtain 
a  cheap  Jidvortisoment  for  it,  or  someone  else. 
Along  with  Mr.  Gatey,  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
May  Fly  season  on  the  lake  may  prove  as  good  as 
last,  but  when  he  goes  on  to  state  that  "  there  is 
no  possible  reason  why  this  season  should  not  prove 
to  be  as  good  or  even  better  than  last,"  is  he  not 
indulging  in  a  little  bit  of  the  "  Old  Moore  "  line 
himself  ?  . 

The  letter  published  in  your  "  Occasional  Notes  " 
of  May  12  on  Windermere  by  a  correspondent  points, 
I  think,  to  the  endurance  of  the  angler  more  than 
anything  else,  short  extracts  from  it  reading  as 
follows  : — "  '  On  Saturday,  April  21,  I  could  not 
get  out  until  four  o'clock,  it  was  that  rf)ugh  ;  very 
cold.  Went  out  early  on  Sunday  morning  . 
very  rough  sometimes,  and  dreadfully  cold. 
April  28 :  Snow  showers  on  all  day  laid  the  ground 
white  by  dinner-time.  Had  to  land  at  the  Ferry, 
that  rough.  Sunday :  Hail,  snow,  rain,  and 
sunshine  (sometimes).  Very  cold  north  wind  in 
afternoon,  hills  covered  with  snow  as  white  as  ever 
they  were  in  winter.'  "  Trouting  under  conditions 
like  these  would  hardly  find  a  place  in  "  The  Amateur 
Angler's  Book,"  "  Fishing  for  Pleasure,  and  Catching 
it."  One  little  paragraph  in  this  letter  is,  however, 
worthy  of  note.  It  reads  :  "  It  was  the  .Ajigling 
Association  fishing  match  on  April  21.  The  best 
boat  was  under  21b.,  so  they  had  a  poor  day." 
Mr.  Gatey  took  part  in  that  match. — Yours  truly, 

\  H.  MAiOf. 


SALE  OF  FISH  IN  CLOSE  SEASON. 

Dear  Sib, — I  suppose  as  the  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany is  prosecuting  well-known  fishing  tackle 
manufacturers  for  selling  preserved  bottled  fish  for 
bait  during  the  close  season,  they  will  also  prosecute 
those  who  sell  timied  salmon,  trout,  or  potted  char 
out  of  season.  It  wiU  be  just  as  sensible. — Yours 
faithfully,  Tomaiy  Rot. 

[Having  to  some  extent  assisted  at  the  passing 
of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  I  am  quite  certain 
it  was  never  the  intention  of  those  who  got  the  Acts 
passed  to  prevent  the  sale  of  preserved  bait  for  use 
in  trout  and  salmon  fishing.  If  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  will  help  to  get  the  Act  revised  so  as  to 
avoid  this  absurdity,  they  will  be  doing  us  a  good 
turn  ;  their  present  action  is  inexplicable,  because 
nobody  is  injured  by  the  sale  of  these  potted  baits, 
and  no  ona  wishes  the  sale  stopped.  It  appears  that 
some  fishing  tackle  makers  complained  that  the 
Stores  were  selling  pickled  bait,  and  got  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  to  intervene,  then  the  JBtores, 
finding  some  fishing  tackle  makers  were  doing  the 
same  thing,  cried  out  to  the  Company  to  punish 
them  also  ! — Ed.] 


CLOSE  SEASON  FOR  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  view  of  the  decision  of  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy that  it  is  illegal  to  sell  minnows  and  gudgeon 
preserved  in  bottles,  during  the  close  season,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  intend  to  proceed  against  persons 
selling  tinned  salmon  during  the  close  season  for 
that  fish,  and  whether  there  is  any  risk  in  selling 
sardines  all  through  the  year  ! — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Campbell-Taylob. 

[The  Act  only  refers  to  freshwater  fish  as 
specified  in  it,  and,  until  it  is  altered,  magistrates 
must  convict  anyone  who  sells  or  exposes  for  sale 
any  freshwater  fish  (salmon,  trout,  etc.,  are  excepted), 
and  is  proved  to  have  done  so.  But  anglers  ought  to 
unite  to  get  this  mistake  in  the  Act  put  right. — Ed.] 

SPINNING  FOR  TROUT. 

Deae  Sib, — Will  any  of  your  readers  who  are 
interested  in  spinning  for  trout  teU  me  if  the  Not- 
tingham method  is  suitable  for  spinning  in  a  rapid 
Welsh  stream  much  overgrown  with  trees  ?  I 
have  been  accustomed  for  many  years  to  use  a  long 
rod  and  spin  from  the  hand,  and  lately  have  tried 
Malloch's  3Jin.  reel  with  reversible  drum.  But  the 
"  MaUoch "  is  a  great  line-destroyer  (the  dressed 
lines  necessary  are  very  expensive),  and  the  long- 
rod  method  is  difficult  on  an  overgrown  stream. 
Will  any  expert  in  the  Nottingham  style  tell  me 
whether  it  is  applicable  to  such  a  stream  ?  Can 
the  bait  be  brought  down  quickly  and  briUiantly 
after  a  cast  up  stream  ?  Will  a  Nottingham  reel 
cast  the  light  baits  required  for  clear  and  low  water  ? 
And  is  it  possible  for  one  who  is  nearer  fifty  than  he 
Ukes  to  think  to  learn  the  Nottingham  method  so 
as  to  fish  without  looking  a  fool,  and  constantly 
getting  an  overrun  Une  ? 

Have  any  of  your  readers  tried  Mr.  Geen's  tin  box 
for  trout-spinning  in  small  rivers  ?  If  so,  what  is 
their  experience  ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  box  must  be  carried  too 
high  on  the  body  to  be  of  much  use  when  bending 
under  trees  and  in  the  difficult  positions  one  finds 
on  wooded  streams. — Yours  truly,  Thymallus. 
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P«  'I  GREEWELL'S  GLORY. 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  3,  1905, 
I  find  the  following  given  as  the  original  dressing 
of  the  above  fly Inside  of  blackbird  wing, 
Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle,  tied  with  yellow  silk."  Does 
this  mean  that  the  body  is  wiiolly  yellow  silk  ? 
What  is  sold  in  these  parts  under  the  name  of  Green- 
well's  Glory  has  a  green  body  ribbed  with  gold 
tinsel,  the  green  is  a  lightjolive  green. 

My  fishing  friends  cannot  agree  on  the  subject, 
so  with  abject  apologies,  I  appeal  to  you. — Yours 
truly,  R.  PuoHE  Griffiths. 

Carnarvon. 

[Tlie  olive  greenish  silk  body  is  often  ribbed  with 
a  turn  or  two  of  gjld  wire.  The  original  dressing 
appears  to  have  got  varied  as  the  years  rolled  on. — 
Ed.] 

WHA.T  ARE  SALMON  FRY  ? 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  been  trout  fishing  on  the 
Bh^ckwater,  and  amongst  a  few  good  trout  I  have 
been  catching  a  greab  number  of  fish,  some  as  large 
as  a  herring  and  as  bright  as  silver ;  tliese  I  am  given 
to  understand  are  salmon  fry,  and,  of  course, 
returned  them.  Other  fish  I  have  been  getting,  not 
so  large  as  those  mentioned  above,  have  small  black 
and  brown  spots  on  bade  and  head,  but  on  the  lower 
part  of  body  a  great  many  bright  red  spots  ;  these 
I  am  also  told  are  salmon  fry.  Now  tlie  question  is 
this,  Have  salmon  fry  got  red  spots,  and,  if  so,  when 
do  they  cease  to  be  salmon  fry  ?  Some  of  the  fish, 
while  being  taken  ofi  tlie  hook,  leave  some  very  fine 
scales  on  my  hands  ;  are  these  the  salmon  fry  ? 
If  you  could  see  your  way  to  give  an  illustration  of 
a  salmon  fry  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  it  would  be  of 
great  service  to  many  of  us  here,  as  there  is  a  fine 
of  10s.  for  each  salmon  fry  found  in  anyone's  posses- 
sion, and  it  would  be  no  joke  if  an  angler  made  the 
mistake  of  keeping  these  for  trout.  In  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  Feb.  17  Mr.  Philip  Geen's  bait  for 
salmon  (Phantom)  is  mentioned.  Where  can  it  be 
obtained  ? — Yours  truly,  Charles  Dejonoe. 
'  [Mr.  Dejonge  should  get  some  keeper  to  show 
him  the  differences  between  trout  and  samlets.  It 
is  easy  to  distinguish  them  when  you  know,  but 
not  easy  to  do  so  without  coloured  illustrations. — 
Ed.]  _ 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  PORT  ERIN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  spending  a  portion  of 
the  Whitsuntide  holidays  at  Port  Erin  in  the 
Isle  of  Man.  Will  any  of  your  readers  please  inform 
me  whether  I  can  obtain  any  trout  or  other  fresh- 
water fishing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  or 
near  to  Port  Erin,  and,  if  so,  the  authorities  to 
whom  to  apply  for  permission,  and  the  regulations, 
fly  or  minnow,  and  any  other  information  and  par- 
ticulars likely  to  be  useful  in  the  circumstances  ? 
and  oblige — Yours  truly,  Erin. 

TO  DESTROY  WEEDS  IN  A  CANAL. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  like  to  ask  through  the 
medium  of  your  widely-circulated  paper  if  any  of 
vour  readers  could  give  some  advice  on  a  problem 
which  has  been  troubling  our  society  for  many  years. 
In  a  portion  of  the  canal  rented  by  us  we  have 
growing  the  Glyceria  aquatica  (reed  meadow  grass) 
and  the  Potamogeton  nutans  (floating  pond  weed). 
We  have  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  money  and 
time  in  endeavouring  to  check  the  growth  of  these 
plants,  but  all  our  efforts  have  up  to  the  present  been 
futile,  and  they  have  appeared  in  stronger  force 
after  each  treatment  until  the  canal  in  some  parts 
is  almost  unfishable.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some 
other  society  which  has  had  the  same  difficulty  to 
contend  with,  and  we  should  be  pleased  to  learn  of 
the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the  pest. — Yours 
truly,  A.  S.  B. 

Oldham. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  if  there  is  any 
trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  rivers  Clwyd  and  Elwy 
in  North  Wales  at  a  reasonable  charge  close  to 
Rhyl,  and  if  flies,  etc.,  can  be  procured  on  the  spot, 
and  oblige.— Yours  truly.  Novice. 

"WET-FLY  PATTERNS  FOR  DRY-FLY 
RIVERS." 

Sir,  Referring    to    "  Val    Conson's  "  article 

on  the  above  subject,  in  your  issue  of  May 
12,  surely  his  idea  of  fishing  a  wet  fly  "  dry ", 
that  is,  fished  up  stream  with  all  the  accuracy 
and  absence  of  drag  necessary  in  dry-fly  fishing, 
has  been  known  to  and  practised  by  all  the  best  dry- 
fly  men  for  many  years.  It  is  quite  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  dry-fiy  men  are  so  wedded  to  their 
cult  that  they  invariably  hammer  away  over  fish 
with  a  dry  fly  when  thoy  are  evidently  not  taking 


their  food  in .  that  form.  Anyone  with  ordinarily 
good  eyesight  can  distinguish  whether  a  trout  is 
feeding  on  "  cocked  "  (or  newly-hatched)  flies  or 
on  dead  or  drowned  ones.  The  patterns  suggested 
by  "  Val  Conson  "  may  be  very  good  indeed  on 
North  Country  streams,  or  even  possibly  on  some 
rivers  where  dry-fly  fishing  is  generally  practised, 
but  in  the  writer's  opinion  it  is  scarcely  necessary, 
in  the  circumstances  under  discussion,  to  go  beyond 
the  ordinary  patterns  of  duns,  say  Olive,  Blue,  and 
Iron  Blue,  of  different  shades,  dressed  as  spent  flies, 
that  is,  with  flat,  outspread  wings.  The  writer  has, 
and  has  had  for  many  years,  some  half  dozen  or 
more  patterns  of  these  flies,  and  has  used  them  with 
success  when  occasion  required.  But  dead,  or 
spent,  flies  do  not  necessarily  sink,  and  these 
patterns  can  be  fished  quite  as  successfully  dry  as 
wet.  As  regards  bulging  trout,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  fly  has  been  or  ever  will  be  discovered 
that  is  really  deadly.  The  writer  has  occasionally 
killed  a  bulging  trout  with  a  wet  fly,  and  perhaps 
nearly  as  often  with  a  dry,  but  has  on  each  occasion 
treated  such  a  success  as  rather  a  lucky  fluke. 
The  difficulty  lies,  of  course,  in  the  impossibility  of 
imitating  the  action  or  movement  of  the  "  nymph  " 
as  it  rises  from  the  bottom  of  the  stream  to  the 
surface. — Yours  truly,  Ballygunqe. 
Romsey. 


SEA-FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
E.  A.  Woodward,  the  fishing  is  wholly  from  boat ; 
no  rock-fishing  bait  can  be  obtained  of  the  fisher- 
men. June,  I  think,  is  the  best  month  for  bass. 
Pollack  and  mackerel  may  also  be  got,  but  if  Mr. 
E.  A.  W.  will  write  to  Captain  Griffith-Evans,  boat 
inspector,  Barmouth,  on  mentioning  my  name,  he 
would  do  anything  he  could  and  give  him  all  the 
information  in  his  power.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
boatmen  for  sea-fishermen  in  Barmouth. — Yours 
truly,  George  Gillett. 

40,  Fetter-lane. 

SEA-FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 

Dear  Sib, — If  E.  A.  Woodward  will  forward  me 
his  card,  I  will  gladly  supply  the  information  he 
requires. — Yours  truly,        Thomas  Ainsworth. 

49,  High-street,  Wapping. 

WHALEBONE  WANTED. 

De.vb  Sir, — I  would  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  tell  me  where  I  can  obtain  pieces  of  whale- 
bone suitable  for  rod  tops. 

I  find  there  is  nothing  to  equal  it  for  reliabiUty, 
but  as  it  is  now  so  scarce  and  expensive,  I  find  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  it. — Yours  truly,  Erin. 


ANGLING  ON  THE  SUSSEX  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  a  note  in  the  Pishing 
Gazette  of  May  12,  respecting  angling  on  the  Ouse, 
your  correspondent  could  not  do  better  tlian  join 
the  Trafalgar  Anglers'  Association,  secretary  Mr. 
George  Eustace,  69,  Loder-road  (card  encl/psed). 
Fishing  for  trout  can  now  be  indulged  in. 

Respecting  Chichester  Canal,  there  is  over  three 
miles  of  water  available,  from  the  basin  close  to 
Chichester  Station  to  Birdliam  lower  locks.  In  the 
winter  months  the  basin  is  the  best  venue  for 
pike  or  bream — the  deepest  water — and  in  the 
summer  months  there  are  several  favourite  swims 
all  down  the  canal  for  roach  and  bream  ;  good 
perch  up  to  41b.  are  to  be  seen  between  the  locks, 
and  carp  up  to  141b.  If  your  correspondent  will 
write  me  in  the  season  I  will  reply. — Yours  truly. 

Priory-road,  Chichester.  G.  F.  Salter. 

DART  FISHING. 
De.ar  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  H.  B.  B.'s  "  inquiries, 
the  licences  for  the  Dart  are  as  follows  : — £2  whole 
season,  salmon  and  trout;  £1  trout  only;  15s. 
weekly  for  salmon  and  trout ;  10s.  monthly  tickets 
after  May  1.  Two  licences  are  required,  one  from 
Board  of  Conservators,  one  from  angling  association, 
above  prices  include  both.  Licences  can  be  had 
from  H.  T.  Distin.  Shall  be  pleased  to  give 
"  H.  B.  B.  "  any  information. — Yours  truly, 

H.  T.  Distin. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BLACK  FOREST,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — A  number  or  two  since  in  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  a  correspondent  asked  whether  there  is  a 
better  chance  for  fishing  in  the  Black  Forest  or  the 
TjTol.  L'ndoubtedly,  from  personal  experience 
during  the  past  ten  years,  the  Black  Forest  is  best. 
There  are  few  rivers  in  the  Tyrol  which  are  fishable 
during  the  spring  and  summer,  as  the  water  is  too 
discoloured  ;  also  there  is  much  more  trout  water 
in  the  Black  Forest.  If  you  will  do  me  the  favour 
to  put  me  in  personal  communication  with  the 
gentleman  inquiring,  I  may  be  able  to  assist  him, 
but  cannot  do  so  at  once,  except  by  saying  that  at 
Bad  Boll  by  Bondorf  there  is^a  fishing  of  some 


sixty  miles  with  a  good  hotel  at  very  reasonable 
expense  to  visitors.  There  was  also  a  gentleman 
who  proposed  in  your  cohimns  that  correspondence 
in  the  Pishing  Gazette  might  be  the  means  of  bringing 
fishermen  desirous  of  companions  together.  If  this 
should  meet  his  notice,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him. — Yours  truly,        ,  W.  D.  G. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  SURREY  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  as  to  coarse  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sutton,  Surrey,  either  free  or  by 
payment — any  fishing' within  half-an-hour's  bicycle 
ride  would  suit  me  ?  Any  information  will  be 
gladly  received. — Yours  truly,      Ralph  Knight. 

[In  the  Dorking  and  Box  Hill  district  there  are 
several  flour  mills,  and  the  millers  either  give  leav( 
on  a  respectful  application  or  charge  one  shilling  per 
day  for  fishing.  This  sum  is  charged  at  the  Castle 
Mill  Pools  at  Dorking  and  at  the  outfall,  a  little 
lower  down  the  river.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquirers,  "  B.," 
"  Peterston,"  and  "  W.  B.  Fortescue,"  if  they  send 
an  advertisement,  worded  as  to  their  requirement*, 
to  either  the  Devon  Gazette  or  Evening  Express  and 
Echo,  High-street,  Exeter,  for  farmhouse  or  hotel 
lodgings  where  trout  fishing  is  included  in  any  of 
the  localities  they  mention,  they  will  doubtless  get 
suitable  replies. 

Of  course  a  ticket  must  be  taken  out  for  the 
respective  main  rivers,  which  includes  their  tribu 
taries — that  is,  the  Exe,  the  Teign,  or  the  Dart. 
Messrs.  Prickman,  Exeter,  supply  these  at  5s.  for 
the  season  for  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Exeter.  Waxtonian. 

FISHING  IN  THE  SUSSEX  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers] 
inform  me  if  the  fishing  for  trout,  etc.,  in  the  Ousel 
(Sussex)  is  free  in  the  Fletching  district,  above  tlie  j 
Black  Bridge  and  Isfield  ?  and  oblige — Yours  truly  ."j 

Rambler. 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  can  help  me 
with  information  as  to  where  I  can  get  fair  trout 
fishing  (dry  fly  preferred)  in  this  neighbourhood 
(Broxbourne)  at  a  moderate  coat  by  day  ticket  or 
longer  period. 

Also  for  the  same  information  as  regards  Weston- 
super-Mare,  for  the  month  of  July.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  Cornucaution. 

SAFE  BATHING  AND  GOOD  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  of  a  nice,  quiet  seaside  plaoa 
where  there  is  good  safe  bathing,  along  with  some 
good  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood, 
either  in  Ireland  or  Scotland  ?  I  want  to  take  my 
holiday  in  August. — Yours  truly.  Doctor. 

[August  is  all  right  for  bathing,  but  it  is  about  the 
worst  month  in  the  season  for  salmon  and  trout 
fishing,  unless  there  has  been  rain.  Sea-trout 
fishing  might  be  good  enough  ? — Ed.] 


VARNISH  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  two  of  your  correspon- 
dents in  the  issue  of  May  12,  a  green  varnish  for 
rods  can  be  made  by  dissolving  Crawshaw's  dye  in 
alcohol.  To  the  solution  add  some  fresh,  clear  coach  • 
maker's  varnish.  Varnish  the  rod  after  seeing  that 
it  is  quite  clean,  and  when  the  coat  of  varnish  is 
just  dry  rub  it  over  lightly  with  the  Efingers.  This 
takes  off  the  shine.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the 
process  of  rubbing  does  not  take  place  till  the  varnish 
is  just  dry,  or  a  horrible  mess  is  the  result.  And, 
of  course,  if  you  wait  too  long,  you  can't  got  the 
shine  off. 

For  split-cane  rods  I  use  canary  and  blue  dye 
mixed,  the  blue  predominating,  as  the  rods  are 
yellow  to  start  with.  Brown,  olive,  and  green  drake 
dyes  come  rather  too  yellow  owing  to  this. — Yours 
truly,  Frank  Wemyss* 

P.S. — You  had  a  note  about  dotterels'  feathers 
a  short  time  ago.  Golden  plover  have  feathers 
which  are  almost  as  good,  and  the  small  feathers 
inside  a  starling's  wing  make  very  fair  substitutes. 
Of  course,  a  poultry  hen's  hackles,  dotterel  colour, 
are  best  of  all,  but  are  very  scarce. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  give  me  information  as  to  the  trout 
fishing  obtainable  in  Brittany,  the  best  months, 
where  to  stay,  cost,  and  what  flies  and  tackle  to 
take. — Yours  truly,  P.  C.  B. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over,) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  "Baden-Powell"  Dry-FIy  Rod. 

Mb.  W.  Badex-Powell,  K.C.,  writes: — 
, "  Dear  ^Iarstox, — In  your  article  last  week  on 
Messrs.  Westley  Richards'  catalogue  of  high-class 
rods,  you  do  me,  unintentionally,  I  doubt  not,  but 
none  the  less  actually,  a  grave  injustice.  You  refer 
to  the  '  Baden-Powell  dry-fly  split-cane  rod,'  etc., 
etc.,  and  say  '  it  is  a  10ft.  rod  and  weighs  8Joz.' 
Then  follows  adverse  criticism  founded  upon  the 
supposition  of  8Joz.  for  10ft.  of  rod,  and  an  attack 
on  the  weight  of  the  fittings.  My  article  in  Field, 
Jan.  9,  1905,  which  you  refer  to,  is  an  absolute 
answer  to  your  criticism. 

"  There  is  no  authorised  '  Baden-Powell '  dry-fly 
rod  of  10ft.,  weighing  8|^oz.,  or  any  other  ounces. 
I  do  not  believe  in  sucli  a  combination  of  length 
and  weight  ;  6oz.  would  be  nearer  the  mark,  and 
could  be  built.  I  do  not,  for  my  own  fishing, 
believe  in  a  10ft.'  rod,  and  have  never  given  my 
name  to  a  rod  of  such  length. 

"  The  curve  system,  which  I  explained  in  the  Field 
of  Jan.  9,  190.5,  has  systems,  so  to  speak,  in  company 
therewith,  which  I  used  in  my  tests  and  experi- 
ments, for  corrective  purposes,  for  ascertaining 
possibly,  though  not  probably,  peculiarities  of 
manufacture  ;  but  which  were  not  necessary  for 
mere  publication  of  the  system  of  rod  designing  by 
curves.  Such  were  vibrations,  and  striking  pull, 
involving  a  mass  of  figures  bewildering  to  ordinai'y 
readers. 

"  Now  let  me  .say  flatly.  The  only  dry-fly  rod  of 
split-cane,  the  '  curve  '  of  which  I  have  designed, 
and  to  which  I  have  authori.sed  my  name  to  be 
put,  is  of  lift.  Oin.  length,'  and  weighs  ii\o7,. 
'I'his  rod  is  built  by  .Messrs.  Allcock,  of  Redditch,  to 
■whom  I  presented  my  drawings. 

"  I  venture  to  think  that  you  will  ivdmit  that  this 
i.s  quite  a  different  state  of  things  :  a  rod  of  lift.  6in. 
is  very  light  at  SJoz.  The  rod  is  two-piece,  the 
fittings  are  the  lightest  I  have  seen.    I  doubt  if  even 


the  |oz.  could  be  taken  off  the  wood  and  leave 
the  same  power — that  is,  same  '  curve.'  The  10ft- 
is  no  child  of  mine  :  it  may  be  a  trade  conception." 

I  am  very  sorry  to  have  done  Mr.  W.  Badon- 
Powell,  K.C.,  any  injustice.  I  was  quite  under  the 
impression  that  his  name  and  his  special  methods 
were  quoted  in  Messrs.  Westley  Richards  and  Co.'s 
catalogue  with  his  knowledge.  On  page  11a  descrip- 
tion is  given  of  "  Baden-Powell  "  dry-fly  rod  of  split- 
cane,  lift.  6in.,  weight  8^oz.  ;  also  10ft.,  weight  g^oz. 
— "  strong  fittings,  without  button."  I  quite  agree 
that  an  lift.  Gin.  rod  of  S^oz.  is  very  light,  and  I 
think  it  is  fortunate  for  Mr.  Baden-Powell  that  my 
remarks  have  led  to  this  explanation,  since  he  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  10ft.  of  the  same  weight. 

Clean  Salmon  and  Kelts^How  to  Tell, 
the  Difference. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  very  kindly  replies  as 
follows  to  my  request  that  he  would  from  his  un- 
equalled experience  give  us  something  on  this  well- 
mended  kelt  question.    He  says  : — 

"  In  answer  to  yours.  I  never  have  any  trouble 
to  tell  a  kelt  from  a  clean  fish,  that  is,  salmon  and 
grilse  kelts.  I  see  hundreds  of  fish  almost  eveiy 
day,  so  comparing  the  one  with  the  other  there  is 
no  trouble  to  tell,  but  it  is  quite  different  with  one 
that  does  not  see  both.  It  is  most  difficult  to  tell 
a  well-mended  kelt  from  a  clean  fish,  more  especially 
a  fish  that  has  been  marked  by  a  seal  ;  they  remain 
long  and  lanky,  and  look  almost  like  a  kelt. 

"  When  I  am  landing  a  fish  I  can  almost  always 
tell  whether  it  is  a  kelt  or  clean  fish,  if  I  am  able  to 
see  it  in  the  water,  by  the  shape  of  the  head  being 
larger  than  a  clean  fish,  the  larger  and  broken  fins 
and  the  colour  of  the  back  and  sides.  Your  gillies, 
when  you  were  fishing  on  Murthly  Water  the  other 
day,  would  always  tell  you  before  the  fish  was 
landed  whether  it  was  a  kelt  or  clean  fish.  They 
all  know  by  these  distinguishing  marks.  After  a  kelt 
Ijas  been  killed  for  an  hour  it  becomes  a  blue  colour 
and  falls  ofi  more  along  the  sides. 

"  A  clean  fish  stands  out  much  better.  As  a  rule, 
kelts  have  maggots  in  their  gills,  but  this  is  not  to 
be  depended  on  because  almost  all  clean  bull  trout 
have  maggots  in  their  gills,  and  many  clean  fish, 
after  they  have  been  two  or  three  months  in  fresh 
water,  have  maggots  in  their  gills. 

"  One  can  always  tell  a  kelt  from  a  clean  fish  by 
opening  them  up,  but  this  would  not  be  allowed. 
A  very  sure  test  is  by  the  scales.  The  scale  of  a  kelt 
is  worn,  broken  at  the  sides  ;  in  a  clean  fish  the 
scale  is  seen  to  be  repaired  after  returning  from  the 
sea.  Take  a  scale  of  almost  any  part,  clean  the 
silver  from  it,  then  hold  up  between  you  and  the 
light :  if  the  scale  is  ragged  and  much  broken  at 
each  side  it  is  a  kelt,  if  perfect  all  round  it  is  a  clean 
fish.  With  the  help  of  a  small  magnifying  glass  you 
can  see  the  scale  more  distinctly. 

"  You  will  better  understand  this  if  you  examine 
the  scales  of  a  clean  fish  that  has  spawned  and 
returned  from  the  sea :  during  the  sojourn  in  the  sea 
the  sides  of  the  scales  have  been  repaired  by  adding 
more  rings  to  the  edge  of  the  broken  part. 

"  I  see  in  your  issue  of  May  19  an  angler  stating  he 
caught  in  the  Tweed  a  beautiful  grilse  of  5|lb.  and 
took  half  an  hour  to  kill  it.  I  am  perfectly  certain 
it  was  not  a  clean  grilse.  I  have  never  heard  of  a 
grilse  caught  in  the  Tweed  in  the  middle  of  April 
to  weigh  S^lb.  The  largest  we  have  got  up  till  now, 
and  it  was  caught  to-day  (May  22),  weighed  4^1b." 

I  have  never  had  much  difficulty  in  telling  a  kelt, 
except  when  my  gillies  have  also  had  a  difficulty — 
and  I  have  known  kelts  knocked  on  the  head  under 
the  genuine  impression  that  they  were  clean  fish  by 
fishermen  who  have  handled  salmon  all  their  lives 
pretty  well.  I  am  afraid  that  we  have  not  got 
much  "  forrader  "  in  the  endeavour  to  help  those 
who  do  not  know  the  difference  between  clean  fish 
and  well-mended  kelts — it  is  like  the  case  of  the  trout 
and  the  salmon  parr.  I  believe  one  sure  sign  that 
it  is  a  trout  and  not  a  samlet  is  the  presence  of  a 
red  edge  to  the  adipose  fin,  but  all  trout  do  not  have 
the  red  edge.  The  dark  "  fingermarks  "  on  tlie 
sides  are  no  criterion,  as  some  trout  as  well  as 
salmon  have  them  when  young.  The  scales  coming 
off  easily  and  the  general  silvery  appearance  go 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  fish  being  one  of  the 
migratory  salmon  family,  if  not  actually  S.  salar. 
Counting  the  scales  of  a  lively  little  fish  which  is 
rapidly  dying  and  making  you  liable  to  a  £5  penalty 
is  a  game  not  worth  tlie  candle,  and  the  angler  who 
has  any  doubt  should  give  the  fish  the  benefit  of  it, 
whether  it  is  a  samlet  or  well-mended  salmon. 


The  May  Fly  not  out  with  the  Hawthorn  on 
the  Lower  Kennett. 

"  Val  (.'onson  "  wriUn  :  — 

"  I  was  on  th(!  Lower  Kennclt  on  Saturday  after- 
noon (May  20),  and  1  saw  only  one  solitary  May  Fly 
come  up,  and  that  was  one  of  the  muddy  green- 
bodied  variety,  which  seems  to  have  no  attraction 
for  the  trout.  This  was  at  (i  p.m.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  in  the  morning,  about  eleven,  I  saw 
another  of  the  same  variety  on  the  canal.  This  is 
all,  though  L  was  on  the  banks  of  river  and  canal 
till  about  ()  p.m.,  and  though  the  hawthorn  i«  there 
in  fullest  bloom.  I  have  hitherto  found  the  haw- 
thoi  n  bloom  a  good  guide  to  the  May  Fly  ri.se,  but 
this  year  it  seems  as  if  it  would  be  ten  days  out." 

More  May  Flies. 

I  have  only  space  to  mention  that  Messrs.  Foster, 
of  Ashbourne,  who  live  in  the  midst  of  a  May  Fly 
country,  sent  me  some  lovely  patterns,  including 
their  "  Little  Gems,"  Wood-duck  Mays  (with  large 
Wood-duck  wing).  Floating  Straw- bodied  Mays, 
Foster's  Perfect  Floaters,  and  their  "Inimitable 
May  Flies  with  scale  wings."  I  believe  that  good 
sport  has  been  had  with  all  their  patterns,  but  I 
much  prefer  those  winged  with  duck  feathers  to 
the  transparent  gauze-like  scale  wings,  as  the  latter 
do  not  kill  any  better,  if  as  well,  and  they  often 
spin  in  the  air  and  kink  up  your  gut  line  in  no 
time.  Some  anglers  prefer  wood-duck  wings  to 
any  other,  and  those  of  Messrs.  Foster  are  very 
fine,  and  with  a  nice  light  straw  body  not  over 
hackled,  and  on  capital  hooks. 

From  the  old-established  firm  of  Eaton  and  Deller, 
of  Crooked-lane,  E.C.,  and  Bury-street,  St.  Jamas', 
who  were  one  of  the  first  British  firms  to  make 
hexagonal  split-cane  rods  over  twenty  years  ago,  I 
have  also  received  some  samples  of  light  and  medium 
Green  and  Grey  Drakes  which  look  to  me  as  if  they 
would  float  splendidly — of  course,  after  paraffining. 
I  put  my  flies  right  into  the  bottle  and  let  the  oil 
soak  into  the  fly  some  hours  before  using  and  dry 
in  as  much  as  possible,  and  then  you  can  fish  in 
rain  all  day  with  your  fly  floating  all  the  time.  I 
am  sure  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller's  patterns  will 
give  every  satisfaction,  and  I  see  they  range  in 
price  from  3s.  6d.  down  to  half  that  price. 


Foster's  Flies  with  Reindeer  Hair  Bodies. 

Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire,  send 
me  some  very  killing-looking  patterns  of  Wickham's 
Fancy,  Blue  Dun,  Oak  Fly,  Pale  Olive,  Sand  Fly, 
Light  Turkey  Brown,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Light  Iron 
Blue.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  "light"  Iron 
Blues  or  Turkey  Browns  in  Nature,  butithat  is  no 
reason  why  they  may  not  get  them  on  the  Dove 
and  the  Wye.  They  help  you  to  match  the  fly  on 
the  water  in  any  case.  But  the  chief  feature  in 
these  flies  is  that  the  bodies  are  all  made  of 
reindeer  hair,  which  takes  dye  very  well.  It 
is  very  cleverly  put  on  longitudinally  in  strips 
along  the  hook,  and  then  bound  round.  The  body 
is  thus  a  trifle  plumper  than  usually,  but  I  do  not 
think  a  trout  objects  to  a  "meaty-looking"  fly. 
Messrs.  Foster's  claim  that  the  reindeer  body 
floats  the  fly  well,  and  I  would  back  these  patterns 
after  oiling  to  float  "  all  the  time,"  as  our  American 
friends  say — they  are  well-winged,  well-hackled, 
and  with  these  special  bodies  are  as  attractive  as 
any  flies  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  What 
Messrs.  Foster  call  their  Light  Iron  Blue  is  the  best 
imitation  of  the  House  Fly  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
should  prove  a  boon  to  fly  fishers  for  dace. 
Messrs.  Foster  put  up  their  flies  very  neatly — those 
sent  are  all  on  Al  eyed  hooks — but  I  would  suggest 
that  they  painted  the  strips  of  cork  on  which  they 
send  out  their  eyed  flies  white — it  would  show  up 
the  bodies  much  better,  and  cost  no  more. 


A  61b.  Trout  on  Finest  Drawn  Gut. 

I  congratulate  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley,  who  has 
killed  a  lot  of  fine  trout,  on  getting  one  in  a 
Yorkshire  reservoir  the  other  day  weighing  Gib., 
hooked  on  a  roach  hook  and  finest  drawn  gut.  I 
am  not  surprised  that  Mr.  Bazley  says  : — 

"  It  must  have  been  half  an  hour  before  I  got 
him  safely  ashore,  and  then  I  nearly  lost  him. 
You  know  that  when  a  big  fish  is  getting  '  paid  ' 
he  goes  in  for  short,  *  stumpy '  rushes — up  and 
down,  in  and  out.  Well,  he  went  for  some  weeds 
six  or  eight  feet  '  in,'  and  I  could  not,  nor  dare 
not,  stop  him.  He  took  a  couple  of  turns  round 
them  and  then,  momentarily  exhausted  with  bia 
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efforts,  showed  his  side.  Quick  as  lightning  I 
•  went  in '  up  to  the  knee,  and  whipping  the  net 
under  him  lifted  him  out.  I  would  have  gone 
further  had  there  been  need,  for  on  the  keeper 
putting  him  on  the  balance  he  pulled  just  61b.  I 
think  I  was  very  lucky  to  get  him." 

Shrewsbury  Illustrated. 

A  well  and  fully  illustrated  guide  to  Shrewsbury 
— the  official  guide  of  the  Shrewsbury  Corporation 
— has  just  been  published,  price  6d.,  by  Mr.  L. 
Wilding,  33,  Oastle-street.  Our  old  correspondent, 
Mr  W.  E.  Edwards,  has  done  part  of  the  text, 
including  some  account  of  the  angling  to  be  had  in 
the  district.  It  is  a  very  attractive  guide  to  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  interesting  of  English  towns. 

From  a  Fishing:  Tackle  Firm  at  Bangor, 
N.  Wales. 

It  is  an  excellent  idea,  followed  out  for  many 
years  past  by  some  of  our  leading  fishing  tackle 
houses,  to  give  information  about  fishing  in  their 
districts,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that,  to  a  small 
but  useful  extent,  this  is  done  in  a  neat  little  illus- 
trated list  of  the  fresh  and  salt  water  rods  and 
tackle  sent  to  me  by  Messrs.  Nixon  and  Jar  vis, 
whose  shop  is  opposite  the  Town  Clock,  Bangor, 
N.  Wales.  Bangor  will  be  found  a  very  good 
headquarters  from  which  to  fish  Lake  Ogwen, 
Idwal  lake,  the  Ogwen  river,  etc.  Some  sea- 
fishing  is  also  to  be  had  in  the  Menai  Straits  for 
bass,  pollack,  etc. 

Bad  Boll  Fishing,  Black  Forest— "A  Frog  that 
would  a-wooing  go." 

"  F."  wi'ites  : — 

"  Forty-eight  hours'  rain  has  raised  unusual  floods 
in  thi.s  district,  and  fishing  will  be  out  of  the  question 
for  some  days.  Last  week  several  rods  were  at 
work  and  did  well.  About  fifty  trout  and  grayling 
fell  to  individual  rods  on  several  days.  The  best 
bag,  which  must  bo  quite  the  record  for  this  water, 
numbered  seventy-six  trout  and  twenty  grayling, 
a  lot  averaging  close  upon  Jib.  per  fish.  These  were 
taken  with  small  wet  fly  between  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  May  19,  at  Im  Weiler.  A  handy 
boy  helped  with  the  landing  and  carried  the  fish, 
and  so  made  it  possible  to  make  the  bag.  Many 
sizeable  fish  were  returned,  amongst  them  the  two 
largest,  fish  of  17in.  or  18in.  in  length,  but  utterly 
out  of  condition.  This  shows  how  abundant  are 
the  fish  in  the  Wutach. 

"  You  ask  for  notes  of  the  first  appearance  of  the 
May  Fly.  I  saw  three  or  four  on  one  pool  during 
the  grand  rise  of  duns  on  Thursday,  May  17.  I 
think  this  is  rather  early  for  this  district. 

"  A  pathetic  story  of  the  riverside  is  worth 
recording.  A  friend  fishing  one  day  last  week 
came  upon  a  large  grass  snake  on  the  bank  gorging 
a  frog.  The  two  hind  legs  alone  were  projecting 
on  either  side  of  the  snake's  jaws.  Another  frog, 
a  smaller  one — no  doubt  the  male — was  embracing 
the  snake  round  the  throat.  Evidently  the  snake 
had  torn  his  mate  away  from  him,  and  now  he  took 
up  the  nearest  and  safest  position  he  could  find  to 
her,  and  watched  his  beautiful  wife  slowly  passing 
out  of  sight.  From  the  description  given  it  is 
rather  difficult  to  say  whether  the  unhappy  husband 
was  making  frantic  efforts  to  throttle  the  snake 
and  save  the  life  of  his  wife,  or  whether  it  was  an 
action  of  supplication  and  entreaty.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  an  instance  of  extraordinary  fidelity  and 
courage  on  the  part  of  the  poor  little  fellow." 

Sea-Fishing  off  Littlehampton. 

A  correspondent  at  Littlehampton  writes  on 
May  24  :— 

"  One  boat  hero  got  seventy-one  sea-bream 
yesterday,  line-fishing,  so  the  season  may  be  said 
to  have  started." 

"Yorkshire:  Dales  and  Fells." 

Mr.  Gordon  Home  has  written  and  illustrated 
a  companion  "  colour  book  "  to  his  "  Yorkshire  : 
Coast  and  Moorland  Scenes,"  which  will  be  pub- 
lished shortly  by  Messrs.  Black,  under  the  title  of 
*'  Yorkshire  :  Dales  and  Fells."  It  deals  with  the 
splendid  scenery  of  the  mountainous  region  forming 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  backbone  of  England, 
which  the  dales  intersect.  But  it  also  deals  with 
the  towns — many  of  them  of  considerable  im- 
portance— which  are  found  where  the  valleys  open 
out  towards  the  Valo  of  York.  Richmond,  whose 
mediceval  aspect  and  perfect  situation  are  known 


to  comparatively  few  ;  Ripon,  famous  for  •  its 
minister  and  its  proximity  to  Fountains  Abbey  ; 
Harrogate  and  historic  Knaresborough  ;  Ilkley  and 
Bolton  Abbey  ;  quaint  old  Settle  ;  and  many  of  the 
places  famous  for  their  ruined  castles  and  abbeys 
or  for  the  charm  of  their  immediate  surroundings 
are  all  included  in  the  volume. 


Two-joint  or  Three-joint  Rods. 

I  notice  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins  makes  his  famous 
"  Clarence  "  fly-rod — called  after  the  late  Duke  of 
Clarence,  who  was  a  keen  fly-fisher — in  three  joints 
and  also  in  two.  I  wonder  if  there  is  any  real 
difference  in  the  action.  I  have  always  had  a  pre- 
judice in  favour  of  three  joints,  as  they  seem  to  work 
more  comfortably,  as  there  are  no  rigid  metal 
ferrnlos  just  where  the  chief  strain  comes,  as  there 
are  in  the  two-joint  rod.  Then  ,  for  comfort  in 
carrying  about  there  is  no  comparison.  It  would 
bo  interesting  to  know  whether  there  is  more 
demand  for  the  three  than  for  the  two-joint 
"  Clarence." 

Miniature  Salmon  Flies. 

Mr.  William  Jones,  Manufacturer  of  High-class 
Fishing  Requisites,  now  of  No.  5,  Gayfield-place, 
Edinburgh,  writes:  — 

"  Dear  Sib,— I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly 
notice,  through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper, 
that  I  have  left  25,  I^ospect-hill,  Redditch,  and 
commenced  business  at  5,  Gayfield-place,  Edin- 
burgh, with  a  large  and  varied  fresh  stock  of  flies, 
tackle  and  casts  of  every  description,  for  all  parts  of 
the  world.  I  herewith  send  you  samples  of  flies  to 
notice.  I  should  like  to  mention  that  I  make  a 
speciality  of  correctly  dressing  flies  to  anglers' 
own  patterns. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

"Wm.  Jones." 

Mr.  Jones  sends  me  some  first-class  miniature 
salmon  flies— the  £ull  length  of  wing  is  only  Jin. 
The  little  Jock,  Silver  Doctor,  and  Durham  Ranger 
will  be  Al  for  very  low,  bright  water  for  salmon, 
also  for  lake  trout.  His  loch  flies.  Grouse  and 
Green,  Guinea  and  Blue,  Grouse  and  Orange,  and 
Teal  and  Red,  could  not  be  better,  nor  could  his 
grilse  flies.  The  hooks  stand  my  private  test— that 
is,  putting  the  points  into  an  oak  board  and  puUing 
on  them  to  an  almost  unfair  extent.  The  flies  are 
not  overhackled  ;  the  hackles  and  wings  are  beauti- 
fully put  on — in  fact,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  examine 
such  good  fly  work  as  this. 


Mortality  among  Roach— Our  Ignorance  of 
Fish  Diseases. 

Mr.  R.  Olliffe  writes:  — 
"  Visiting  a  piece  of  water,  two  and  a  half  acres, 
situated  in  Surrey,  on  Sunday  last,  I  was  surprised 
to  find  the  sides  of  the  lake  strewn  with  dead  and 
dying  roach,  quite  three  hundred,  up  to  S^in.  As 
the  water  contains  roach,  perch,  and  tench,  it 
seems  strange  none  but  the  former  were  to  be  seen. 
On  examining  several  I  found  bladders  intact,  but 
entrails  of  an  orange  hue. 

"  The  lake  is  supplied  by  springs  and  two  small 
streams  with  outlets.  No  building  operations  near, 
and  is  situated  some  distance  from  fi-.rmyard.  Can 
you  or  any  reader  give  a  reason  for  the  above  state 
of  affairs,  and  oblige  ?  " 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  where  a 
lot  of  fish  die  off  together  in  this  way  that  they 
must  have  been  poisoned  by  something,  but  in 
this  country  we  know  next  to  nothing  about  fish 
diseases.  I  had  some  fish  sent  to  me  last  week 
from  a  lot  numbering  thousands  which  have  died 
within  the  last  few  weeks  in  a  large  lake.  I  had 
to  send  the  fish  to  Miinich,  as  I  know  no  one  in 
this  country  who  has  made  a  study  of  fish  diseases. 
I  wish  we  bad  a  museum  of  fish  pathology  to 
which  we  could  apply  for  information  as  to  the 
causes  and  cure  of  fish  diseases.  I  am  so  often 
asked  for  such  information  that  I  feel  sure  it 
would  pay  some  young  English  or  Scottish 
medical  student  to  go  to  Miinich  and  have  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Fish  Biological  Museum 
under  Professor  Hofcr.  I  believe  in  time  he 
would  get  a  very  good  practice,  and  at  first 
might  combine  it  with  other  medical  work. 
My  experience  of  fish  epidemics  has  proved  to  me 
that  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  the 
disease  is  simply  external  poisoning,  lime,  creosote, 
bleach,  sewer  filth,  gas  refuse,  etc.,  which  kill 
mainly  by  suffocating  the  fish,  and  leaving  no  trace 
in  the  fiah  itself— though  gaa  refuse  water  and 


creosote  can  be  detected  at  times  by  the  fish 
smelling  of  them.  Lightning  kills  fish  wholesale 
on  rare  occasions,  and  an  earthquake  which  broko 
up  the  mud  in  some  of  our  ancient  ponds  would 
let  out  enough  poisonous  gas  to  kill  all  but  the 
tench.  I  have  seen  carp  and  other  fish  killed  by 
ico  remaining  long  on  ponds,  but  never  tench, 
though  there  were  many  in  the  water. 


A  Note  from  the  Bann. 

Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee  writes  on  May  23:  — 
"  After  I  had  posted  my  report  of  the  Bann 
to  the  Gazette  I  received  information  of  two 
salmon  being  caught ;  one  of  these  was  by  a 
Mr.  Dredge,  at  Caronroe,  and  weighed  101b.,  and 
the  other  was  landed  at  Kilrea  by  Mr.  F.  Wilson, 
and  weighed  14lb.  Few  English  anglers  have  yet 
come  to  the  Bann,  as  I  was  never  able  to  send  a 
good  report  to  your  paper  or  the  Field.  The 
weather  has  been  the  worst  for  angling,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  experienced  for  many  years 
in  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  cold  east  wind  \9 
intense  and  vegetation  is  blighted.  So  soon  as 
potatoes  appear  above  the  earth  the  frost  causes 
them  to  disappear,  and  the  upland  grass  is  withered. 

"  I  hope  Mrs.  Marston  is  well,  and  able  to  fish. 
In  the  near  future  I  expect  to  see  you  and  her  back 
on  the  Bann,  as  I  believe  the  weirs  will  be  taken  off 
the  river,  and  then  become  again  what  it  was  in  the 
past,  when  more  trout  were  caught  than  on  all  the 
other  rivers  of  Ireland." 

Canal  not  a  Tributary  to  a  River. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  article  last  week,  the 
Skipton  magistrates  have  taken  the  view  that  the 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal,  which,  it  seems,  dis- 
charges water  at  certain  places  into  the  River  Aire, 
is  not  a  tributary  of  that  river,  and  consequently 
not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board.    The  question  arose  as  some  anglers  werer 
prosecuted  by  the  Yorkshire  Board  for  fishing  in, 
the  canal.    Of  course,  if  the  canal  is  supplied  byf, 
water  from  streams  which  were  previously  tribu- 
taries of  the  Aire — well,  th'Aire  you  are!  (good- 
enough  for  "  Dragnet ") — especially  if  the  water 
still  goes  into  the  Aire  eventually,  then  I  should  ; 
think  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  will  be  reversed. 
There  was  a  case  a  few  years  ago  where  a  West  ^ 
Country  magistrate  was  fined  for  fishing  in  a  pond  , 
in  his  own  garden  because  the  pond  was  fed  by  a  , 
ditch  which  ran  into  a  brook  which  fed  some  con- 
servancy board  river.    No  river  in  England  wants  ■ 
oxygen  so  much  as  the  Aire,  so  this  agitation  may 
do  good — perhaps  the  Board  will  be  ashamed  of 
prosecuting  poor  anglers  when  they  ought  to  be 
punishuig  big  mill-owners.        R.  B.  Majbston. 


BANN  DEAINAGE  QUESTION. 


PoRTADOWN  Committee  and  Sm  A.  BumiE's 
Report. 

Mr.  Hbstry  Richardson,  chairman  of  the  Porta- 
down  Urban  Council,  having  received  a  oommunica- , 
tion  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in- 
viting him  to  state  his  views  on  Sir  Alexander 
Binnie's  report  in  reference  to  the  drainage  of  the 
Bann,  summoned  a  special  meeting  of  the  Porta- 
down  Drainage  Committee,  of  which  he  is  the  hon. 
secretary,  to  consider  the  matter.  As  a  result  of 
the  committee's  deliberations,  Mr.  Richardson  has 
forwarded  the  following  reply  to  his  Excellency's 
communication  : — "  The  members  of  this  com^ 
mittee,  having  fully  considered  the  report  of  Sir  A. 
Binnie  on  the  drainage  of  the  Bann  and  Lough 
Neagh,  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  he  has 
entered  very  carefully  into  all  the  details  of  the  case, 
and  it  is  their  belief  that  if  the  works  recommended 
in  this  report  were  carried  out  the  flooding  would 
be  greatly  mitigated,  if  not  entirely  removed,  and 
this  large  portion  of  Ulster  would  be  permanently 
benefited  thereby.  The  great  necessity  for  some 
such  scheme  has  been  admitted  by  successive 
Governments,  and  the  delay  in  dealing  with  the 
matter  has  been  the  cause  of  bitter  disappointment 
and  complaint.  This  committee  would  earnestly 
urge  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  give 
this  scheme  his  cordial  consideration,  and  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  further  its  being  carried  out  without 
delay.  The  committee  fully  endorse  the  opinion  of 
Sir  A.  Binnie  that  the  work  should  be  entrusted  to  a 
competent  contractor,  and  that  it  should  be  carried 
out  under  such  authority  as  his  Excellency  m^iy 
think  right,  but  that  a  central  authority  should  .1)6 
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constituted  to  take  the  place  of  the  several  bodies 
of  trustees  which  are  now  in  existence  ;  and  that  the 
members  of  this  central  authority  should  be  elected 
from  the  several  county,  rural,  and  district  councils 
in  the  area,  and  that  the  maintenance  of  local  or 
district  drainage  should  be  entrusted  to  the  rural  or 
other  district  councils." 

THE  BAXX  DRAINAGE. 
At  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  Ballymoney  Rural 
District  Council,  held  in  the  board-room  of  the 
workhouse  recently,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Wm.  D.  Hamilton,  llr.  Wm.  M.  Torrens  moved : — 
"  That  this  rural  district  council  congratulate  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  action  they  have 
taken  with  regard  to  the  Lower  Bann  drainage,  and 
we  would  strongly  urge  the  Government  to  give 
effect  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  recommendations  of 
Sir  A.  Binnie,  which,  if  carried  out,  will,  in  our 
opinion,  do  much  to  remove  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  farmers  whose  lands  adjoin  the  River  Bann." 
The  resolution  was  seconded,  by  Mr.  Andrew  Keers, 
i  and  unanimously  adopted. 


I  CLOSE  OF  THE  SPEING  SALMON 
ANGLING  SEASON. 

I     With  the  advent  of  June  comes  the  close  of  the 
I  Scotch  spring  salmon  angling  season  in  the  North. 
The  Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  and  such  like  larger  rivers 
have  a  regular  summer  season,  which  succeeds  the 
later  spring  fishing,  so  that  operations  on  such  like 
i  rivers  scarcely  ever  cease,  although  they  shift  from 
i  the  lower  and  mid  reaches  into  the  upper  and  far- 
1  inland  stretches,  but  on  their  middle  and  lower 
reaches  angling  is  practically  off  for  salmon  until  the 
autumn  tints  again  begin  to  tell  of  the  decline  of  the 
year,  and  the  shortening  day  and  heavier  waters 
herald  the  approach  of  another  back-end. 

The  spring  salmon  season  has  been  a  very  fitful, 
erratic,  and  uneven  one,  as  might  naturally  be 
erpected  from  the  unnatural  weather  conditions 
■which  have  prevailed  all  through,  and  the  ab- 
normally cold  months  of  April  and  May. 

While  some  parts  of  the  Dee  and  Spey  have  fished 
exceedingly  well,  other  sections  have  been  as  far 
back,  and  on  not  a  few  the  spring  angling  has  proved 
a  dismal  failure,  and  has  added  a  comparative  blank 
to  the  already  long  list  of  the  past  half-dozen  years. 
On  the  smaller  rivers — such  as  the  Thurso,  Helms- 
dale, Shin,  etc. — the  results  have  been  extremely 
poor,  but  on  the  Beauly,  the  lower  waters  of  the 
I  Spey,  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee, 
and  the  Tay,  all  over  the  season  as  a  whole  has 
been  an  exceedingly  good  one. 

The  mild  open  winter  induced  an  early  and  pro- 
Bfic  run  of  fish,  and  when  the  season  opened  on  the 
various  rivers  the  pools  were  found  to  be  well  stocked 
— especially  on  the  Tay  and  Dee,  where,  along  with 
the  little  Beauly,  the  best  results  for  many  years 
back  have  been  met  with.  The  great  drawback  to 
a  record  season  all  over  has  been  the  excessive  cold. 
Overnight  frosts  and  adverse  chilling  east  winds 
,have  been  the  bane  of  all  East  Coast  rivers  since  the 
middle  of  March,  and  with  slight  exceptions  the 
rivers  have  been  all  along  too  low,  too  clear, 
and  too  cold.  Fish  there  were  in  abundance,  but 
they  would  not  rise.  The  snow  bree  kept  them 
down. 

The  quality  of  the  fish  got  has  been  of  a  superior 
kind,  and  some  fairly  heavy  weights  have  been 

■  grassed,  although  nothing  very  remarkable  or  out 
of  the  common  in  this  respect.    The  netsmen  on 

■  the  coast  and  in  the  estuaries  have  had  a  remarkably 
poor  season,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  now 
do  more  than  make  ends  meet,  as  was  the  case  last 
year.  The  grilse  are  very  stiff  to  come  away  on 
account  of  the  excessively  low  temperature,  and 
although  the  first  of  the  season's  crop  made  their 

I  appearance  in  the  second  week  of  April,  they  are  not 
yet  on  the  coast  in  anything  like  numbers.  Fresh 
weather  and  genial  rains  are  needed  before  they  will 
run  inland  in  bulk,  and  that  is  now  happily,  and 
not  before  time,  being  experienced  all  over  the  North. 
I    The  fly  has  Ixien  extensively  used,  but  where  sport 
I  was  rifest,  the  gudgeon,  phantom,  and  such  like 
I  spinning  lures  were  strongly  en  Evidence  ;  and  this 
!  is  naturally  to  be  expected  in  such  ice-cold  waters 
OB  have  been  but  too  prevalent  all  the  season 

K through. 
The  brown  trout  season  has  hitherto  been  some- 
,  yrb&t  of  a  fitful  one,  but  the  best  of  conditions  now 
|]vevail,  and  with  good  waters  and  favouring  winds 
the  month  of  June  pronuses  the  best.  G .  M. 


SCOTTISH  TWEEDS,  ETC. 


Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall,  and  Scott  send 
us  some  samples  of  their  celebrated  pure  wool 
Scottish  tweeds,  serges,  vicunas,  meltons,  worsteads, 
cheviots,  etc.,  as  advertised  in  our  columns  weekly. 
We  can  speak  from  many  years'  personal  experience 
of  the  excellent  quality  and  moderate  prices  of  the 
goods,  and  are  quite  sure  they  will  give  every  satis- 
faction. For  fishing,  cycling,  and  golfing  suits  their 
goods  are  unsurpassed  for  smartness  and  durability. 


Photogeaphed  fkom  Samples  made  at  Messrs. 
CuBRiE,  McDougall,  and  Scott's  Factory, 
Langhaugh,  Galashiels,  N.B. 

Messrs.  Currie  also  manufacture  all  kinds  of  all- 
wool  unshrinkable  underclothing  in  natural  grey, 
or  white.  Llama  wool.  Catalogues  and  samples  may 
be  had  by  writing  to  the  firm,  Langhaugh  Mills, 
Galashiels,  N.B.  Our  black  and  white  illustration 
gives  an  idea  of  a  few  of  the  patterns. 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Henry  Whitty,  writing  on  May  24,  says : — 
"  You  may  like  to  know  that  the  May  Fly  has 

appeared  on  Loch  Arrow.    If  you  want  a  good 

fishing  outing,  try  the  above." 

"  White  Lodge,  Leominster,  May  24. 
"  Dear  Sir,— I  have  to-day  seen  two  May  Flies 
(Green  Drake)  on  the  Arrow,  near  here.    These  are 
the  first  I  have  seen. — Yours  faithfully, 

"R.  D.  Hughes." 


"  May  25. 

"  May  Fly  up  on  lower  Stour.  Result  of  recent 
introductions."  ^ 

"Lough  Corrib,  Oughterard,  May  29. 
"  May  Fly  up.    Dapping  commenced  on  May  28. 
Fishing  good,  considering  weather,  which  has  not 
been  favourable.    Prospects  excellent. 

"S.  B.  D.': 


LIGHTNING  EODS  UP  TO  DATE. 

The  matter  of  protection  from  lightning,  in  the 
light  of  the  most  recent  statistics,  observations  and 
experiments,  is  taken  up  in  the  report  of  a  committee 
appointed  in  1901  by  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects.  The  conclusions  of  this  body,  which 
included  several  well-known  scientific  men  and 
engineers,  tend  to  modify  in  important  dircictions 
the  report  published  by  the  Lightning  Rod  (Con- 
ference of  Great  Britain  in  1882,  which  laid  what 
have  since  been  considered  the  standard  rules  on 
the  subject.  The  gist  of  these  was  that  buildings 
should  be  protected  by  copper-strip  conductors  well 
grounded  at  the  bottom  and  sharply  pointed  near 
the  top.  While  the  observance  of  this  method  has 
doubtless  saved  many  buildings,  there  has  been  a 
general  feeling  tliat  it  did  not  go  thoroughly- 
enough  into  the  matter,  and  the  present  investi- 
gation, which  covers  the  years  1901-04,  is  the  result. 
The  conclusions  are  thus  stated  editorially  in  tho 
Electrical  World  and  Engineer  (New  York) : — 

"  As  the  result  of  the  investigation,  and  of  experi- 
mental researches  conducted  since  the  lightning-rod 
conference  report  of  1882,  the  whole  theory  of  light- 
ning protection  has  been  modified.  The  old  idea  was 
to  erect  perpendicular  conductors  from  good  ground 
to  the  top  of  the  building.  If  there  are  several  high 
points  on  the  building,  erect  a  perpendicular  to 
each.  It  was  supposed  that  a  vertical  rod  exercised 
a  protecting  range  of  influence  for  a  radial  distance 
equal  to  its  own  height.  These  notions  are  aban- 
doned. It  is  now  supposed  that  lightning  flashes 
are  of  two  distinct  characters,  or,  as  described  in 
the  report,  there  are  A  flashes  and  B  flashes.  The 
vertical  conductor  is  all  right  for  the  A  flash,  but  for 
the  B  flash  it  may  be  of  no  use.  There  is  thus 
always  the  comforting  reflection  left  open  to  tho 
owner  of  a  lightning-struck  rodded  building  that  he 
suffered  from  a  B  flash.  In  brief,  an  A  flash  is  a 
direct  or  main  discharge  between  cloud  and  ground, 
while  a  B  flash  is  a  side  discharge  between  one  cloud 
and  ground  precipitated  as  the  immediate  con- 
sequence of  a  main  flash  between  two  opposed 
clouds.  The  only  complete  protection  against  a 
B  flash  is  to  construct  a  bird-cage  of  metal  around 
the  building  and  to  ground  the  bird-cage.  This  is 
almost  precisely  the  construction  followed  in  a 
modern  sky-scraper  or  tall  office  building,  except 
that  occasionally  the  steel  structure  is  not  very 
thoroughly  grounded.  It  is  noticed  in  the  report 
that  these  tall  steel  structures  appear  to  be  immune. 
Those  who  work  inside  modern  tall  office  buildings 
during  thunderstorms  ought  to  lay  this  consolation 
to  their  souls :  that  they  are  rendered  as  nearly 
immune  to  lightning  as  modern  science  can  devise. 
A  flashes  and  iB  flashes  may  jump  about  and  envelop 
them,  but  persons  who  are  well  inside  the  metal 
bird-cage  may  consider  themselves  safe." 
T-  The  new  report,  departing  from  the  old,  no  longer 
recommends  to  gild,  platinise,  or  electroplate  the 
points  near  the  top  of  a  rod,  and  it  restores  iron 
conductors  to  confidence,  preferring  them  to  copper 
(except  on  the  score  of  permanence)  because  of  the 
larger  inductance,  which  in  the  old  days  was  held 
in  horror.  Finally,  the  new  report  advises  that 
two  rods  should  be  provided  on  each  tower  or  high 
part  of  a  building,  one  on  each  side.  The  wi'iter 
concludes : — ■ 

"  Horizontal  conductors  should  interconnect  aU 
vertical  rods  at  the  roof-ridge  level,  and  also  at  the 
ground  level.  This  works  in  the  direction  of  the 
bird-cage  theory.  All  large  masses  of  metal,  in  or 
on  the  building,  should  be  grounded  as  directly  as 
possible.  Gas-pipes  should  be  kept  away  from 
lightning-conductors.  Steel -pipe  grounds  are  recom- 
mended, terminating  below  in  packed  charcoal  and 
kept  moist  by  rain-flow  above.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  new  report  is  a  great  improvement 
over  the  earlier  one,  and  property-owners  all  over 
the  world  owe  thanks  to  the  committee  for  its 
labours.  All  nations  have  taxes  and  hghtning 
damages,  in  common." — Literary  Digest. 


The  Fly-Fishing  Season. 

He  was  about  to  start  on  a  week's  trout  fisliLng. 
Rods,  reels,  gaff,  creel — everything  was  in  readiness. 
But  Ills  wife,  smiling  joyously,  hurried  into  the  room, 

extending  toward  him  He  retreated.    "  For 

goodness'  sake,"  lie  exclaimed,  "  what  on  earth  are 
you  doing  with  those  old  fly-papers  ?  "  "I  saved 
them  for  you  from  last  simimer,"  she  answered. 
"  You  said  you  always  had  to  buy  flies  when  you 
went  fishing." 
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ME.  P.  D.  MALLOCH'S  NEW 
ILLUSTKATED  CATALOGUE. 


Mr.  p.  D.  Malloch,  of  Scott-street,  Perth,  N.B., 
has  immensely  improved  his  catalogue  of  fishing- 
rods,  lines,  flies,  etc.,  by  printing  it  on  "art" 
paper  and  adding  more  than  fifty  entirely  new 
illustrations,  not  so  much  of  tackle  as  of 
sport.  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  be  im-  , 
possible  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  fine  quality  of  the  illustra- 
tions as  they  are  not  intended  for  very 
rapid  newspaper  printing,  but  I  am  sure 
our  printers  will  do  their  best.  The 
illustrations  will,  at  any  rate,  give  some 
idea  of  the  fine  show  in  the  catalogue 
itself,  and  also  prove  interesting  as 
records  of  sport.  The  view  of  Mr. 
Malloch  landing  a  salmon  on  the 
famous  Grimersta  gives  a  good  idea  of 
the  bend  of  one  of  his  fine  greenheart 
salmon  rods,  of  which  he  has  sold 
thousands.  His  view  is  that  for  heavy 
fish  in  a  big  river  like  the  Tay  no  split- 
cane  rod  gives  the  angler  the  same  power 
over  the  fish,  and  that  you  cannot  make 
a  split-cane  rod  similar  in  length  and 
weight  and  action.  You  would  have  to 
make  it  much  stouter  to  get  the  same  No.  2. 
power.  I  am  not  sure  that  Mr.  Malloch 
is  not  a  little  hard  on  the  split-cane  rod 
■ — anyway,  for  playing  big  salmon  hia 
rods  answer  admirably.  My  experience 
with  split-cane  v.  greenheart  is  that  up 
to  a  certain  point  a  split-cane  rod  may 
be  even  stiffer  than  a  greenheart,  and 
admirable  for  casting  with,  but  that  when 
you  pass  a  certain  point  the  greenheart  No.  1. 
keeps  getting  stiffer,  while  the  spliced 
cane  gives  way,  and  the  more  a  rod  gives 
way  the  less  command  you  have  over  a 
fish.  The  following  curves  will  show 
what  I  mean : — 


in  being  removed  from  the  mouth  of  a  fish  which 
kicks  and  squirms  about  almost  like  a  big  eel. 

The  picture  of  the  famous  "Black  Dog"  is  life 
size,  and  is  about  one  of  the  largest  flies  ever  used 
in  salmon  fishing — of  course,  the  same  pattern  is 
made  in  all  sizes.  The  other  illustration  was  selected 
as  showing  those  lovely  salmon  flies  the  Benchill, 
Black  Prince,  Mar  Lodge,  and  Duchess.   I  wonder, 


is  not  —  this  must  be  a  great  improvement. 
The  pretty  bunch  of  Prize  Loch  Leven  Flies  gives 
an  admirable"  idea  of  the  standard  Scottish  trout 
fly  on  gut — with  them  Mr.  Malloch  has  killed 
baskets  up  to  501b.  weight  in  a  day.  He  has  a 
peculiar  gift  of  making  trout  take  hold.  I  have 
heard  this  from  lots  of  anglers  who  have  fished 
with  him  on  Loch  Leven. 


A  Greenheart.     B  Split-Cane. 

That  the  extremely  fine  top  joints 
of  American  split-cane  rods  stand  such 
tremendous  strains  is  due,  I  think, 
to  the  fact  that  beyond  a  certain  point 
they  are  pulled  down  straight,  all  the 
strain  being  on  the  lower  joints,  the  top 
part  being  practically  hanging  straight  on 
the  line.  I  confess  I  have  never  actually 
tested  greenheart  and  split-cane  rods  to 
prove  my  theory,  and  one  would  have 
to  have  rods  made  as  nearly  alike  as 
possible  to  do  this,  but  I  have  often  felt 
when  putting  extra  strain  on  a  split-cane 
trout  or  salmon  rod  that  it  bends  much 
mora  like  B  than  a  greenheart  of  the 
same  style  would  do — in  fact,  it  would 
smash  first.  Probably  the  inherent  differ- 
ences in  the  nature  of  greenheart  and 
cane  are  most  strongly  developed  when 
most  strongly  called  upon. 

As  a  sample  of  grand  spring  Tay  salmon 
fishing  I  selected  from  Mr.  Malloch's 
gallery,  not  the  largest  fish,   but  the 
picture  of  five  fish  taken  by  him  one  April 
morning,  total  weight  1231b. — only  2lb. 
more  and  the  average  would  have  been  251b. 
each.    I  never  saw  a  more  shapely  lot  all  taken 
with  the  fly.    The  illustrations  of  Mr.  Malloch's 
salmon  flies  are  very  fine,  but  do  not  do  justice  to 
the  admirable  work  in  the  originals.    They  are  as 
strongly  made  as  they  are  well  made.  I  have  taken 
clean  fish  with  flies  which  had  been  teased  to 
death  by  kelts,  and  they  get  pretty  rough  usage 


April  Salmon  prom  the  Tay,  Total  Weight,  123lb. 


by  the  way,  that,  with  all  the  grand  names  to  | 
salmon  flies,  we  have  never  had  an  "Iron  Duke," 
or  a  "Nelson,"  or  a  "Napoleon."  Perhaps  [ 
nobody  felt  equal  to  designing  a  fly  worthy  to  j 
bear  such  immortal  names.  | 
In  Mr.  Malloch's  new  prawn  tackle  (No.  1)  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  "  straight  pull ''  on  the  lower  { 
hooks  «a  straight ;  in  the  old  style   (No.  2)  it  ■ 


I  had  selected  other  illustrations,  but  the  fine 
grain  in  which  they  are  done  makes  it  unfair  to 
them  and  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  attempt  to  do 
justice  to  them,  and  the  best  thing  I  can  do  is  to 
advise  anglers  to  see  them  in  the  original  catalogue, 
which  covers  every  description  of  first-class  tackle 
for  all  parts  of  the  world.  It  has  been  said  that 
British  rod  makers  will  not  trouble  to  repair  rodfl 
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of  their  own  make  properly.  I  think  this  is 
quite  a  mistaken  idea — anyway,  Mr.  Malloch, 
who  has  one  of  the  finest  businesses  in  the 
country,  makes  a  point  of  saying,  "  Goods  not 
our  own  make  sent  by  customers  for  repair 


receive  equal  care  and  attention."  Mr.  Malloch's 
new  catalogue  does  his  printer  great  credit,  as 
well  as  himself — it  is  much  more  than  a  mere 
price  list,  and  is  very  handy  in  size. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


P,  D.  M.  L4>-BiN(j  4  Salmon  on  the  Grimersta. 


Samples  op  Malloch's  Prize  Loch  Levek  Flies, 
(In  sizes  suitable  for  any  loch  in  Great  Britain,) 


No.  5/0  Limerick. 


Salmon  Flt,  "Black_Dog,"  Size  10/0. 


Benchill. 
Mar  Lodge. 


Black  Prince. 
ru:HESS. 
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ANGLEES  AND  ADDERS. 


"  The  Ways  of  the  Adder. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  '  Daily  MaiV 
"  Sir, — It  is  quite  true  that  an  adder  cannot 
strike  through  an  ordinary  boot.    But  the  danger 
rarely  arises  from  treading  upon  one  of  these  small 
reptiles. 

I  "  The  adder's  favourite  resort  is  the  top  of  a  dry 
stone  wall,  where  it  lies  and  suns  itself,  and  it  seems 
particularly  partial  to  walls  near  the  waterside. 
I  *  "  Anglers,  therefore,  should  be  careful  to  glance  at 
the  top  of  a  wall  before  scrambling  over.  Many 
fishermen  on  Dartmoor,  Exmoor,  and  in  Wales 
have  had  narrow  escapes,  and  in  one  case  known 
to  the  writer  an  otter -hunter  was  bitten  in  the 
wrist,  and  was  very  seriously  ill  for  some  days 
afterwards.  "  T.  C.  Bridges. 

"  Moor  Lodge,  Dartmoor." 


TEAWLING  IN  PEGWELL  BAY. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Kent  and  Essex  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee,  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall, 
London,  on  Monday  last,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Fitch) 
presiding,  the  subject  of  trawling  in  the  fish  nursery 
in  Pegwell  Bay  came  up  for  discussionj 

Mr.  C.  Hussey  (Deal)  in  rising  to  propose  the 
motion  prohibiting  trawling  between  Ramsgato 
Pier  Head  and  the  Deal  Bank  Buoy,  said  that 
trawling  in  Pegwell  Bay  was  an  old  and  serious 
grievance.  From  time  to  time  efforts  had  been  made 
to  secure  its  prohibition,  but  the  constant  and 
growing  decrease  in  the  fish  supply  had  once 
more  forced  the  matter  to  the  surface,  and  an 
expression  of  responsible  local  public  opinion, 
■which  he  could  neither  neglect  nor  disregard,  had 
compelled  him  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  committee,  and  to  appeal  for  their  protection. 
He  had  had  a  map  of  the  district  showing  the 
nursery  area  specially  prepared,  and  a  copy  was 
before  each  member.  It  wanted  no  great  knowledge 
of  marine  biology  to  understand  that  Pegwell  Bay 
and  the  estuary  of  the  Stour  had  been  designed  by 
nature  as  a  nursery  for  the  small  fish.  Let  them 
look  at  the  three  points  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
their  attention :  — 

(1)  Pegwell  Bay  was  a  natural  fish  nursery. 
That  was  beyond  dispute. 

(2)  Trawling  in  a  fish  nursery  must  cause  a 
■useless  destruction  of  small  and  immature  fish, 
and  consequently  a  decrease  in  the  fish  supply  of 
the  waters  dependent  on  that  nursery  for  their 
fish. 

(3)  Trawling  took  place  in  Pegwell  Bay. 

The  natural  and  logical  consequence  of  this  state 
of  things  would  be  a  great  and  growing  decrease 
in  the  supply  of  fish — especially  flatfish.  Let 
them  refer  to  the  latest  report  of  their  own 
experienced  and  efiScient  fishery  officer,  Mr. 
Wheeler.  He  was  only  able  to  mention  flatfish 
to  record  their  growing  scarcity.  Mr.  Hussey  read 
extracts  from  these  reports  which  showed  that 
this  scarcity  existed  in  every  part  of  the  county 
of  Kent.  When  a  practice  existed  which  experience 
and  common-sense  told  them  must  sooner  or  later 
have  a  certain  effect,  the  diminution  of  their  fish 
supply,  and  when  they  learned  from  their  own 
officer  that  the  decrease  actually  existed,  and  was 
growing  more  serious,  the  connection  between  the 
two  was  so  obvious  that  their  fishery  officer's  report 
added  the  greatest  weight  to  his  (Mr.  Hussey's)  con- 
tentions and  the  contentions  of  those  whom  he  re- 
presented. The  decreasing  fish  supply  had  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  Deal  Cbamber  of  Commerce, 
to  which  body  practically  all  the  business  men 
of  Deal  belongea.  They  viewed  the  matter  with 
concern,  and  after  a  full  discussion  passed  unani- 
mously at  their  last  annual  general  meeting  a 
strong  resolution,  which  he  would  read.  Follow- 
ing this  the  Town  Council  of  Deal  took  the  matter 
up,  and  passed  an  equally  strong  resolution. 
These,  then,  were  the  expressions  of  the  commer- 
cial and  municipal  representatives  of  the  town. 
The  anglers  of  Deal,  as  represented  by  the  Deal 
and  District  Angling  Association,  also  passed  a 
resolution  in  the  same  sense,  and  the  proposal  had 
the  fullest  support  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  and  of  the  recently  formed  Ramsgate 
Angling  Society.  But  it  was  the  policy  of  the  com- 
mittee to  act  as  the  fishermen's  friends,  and  any 
expression  of  opinion  or.appeal  to  the  committee, to 
take  action  would  have' much  less  weight  if  it  were 


opposed  by  the  men  whose  livelihoods  depend  on 
the  fishing  industry.  If  the  statements  and  argu- 
ments as  to  the  damage  done  by  trawling  he 
had  brought  before  them  had  any  weight,  the 
proposals  he  (Mr.  Hussey)  made  would  naturally 
have  the  support  and  approval  of  the  fishermen 
themselves,  and  an  expression  of  their  opinion  was 
necessary  before  the  committee  could  decide  the 
best  course  to  pursue.  He  was  pleased  to  say  that 
the  proposal  had  no  stronger  or  more  enthusiastic 
supporters  than  the  Ramsgate  smacksmen,  the 
people  most  interested.  But  having  regard  to  the 
great  importance  of  their  decision  that  day,  he 
had  thought  it  best  to  get  an  exposition  of  their 
views  in  writing,  and  from  the  official  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  the  Ramsgate 
Smackowners'  Society  they  would  learn  how 
important  it  was  to  the  fishing  industry  that 
trawling  should  be  prohibited  in  the  fish  nursery. 
In  prohibiting  trawling  in  the  fish  nursery,  they 
were  asked  to  adopt  no  new,  untried,  or  experi- 
mental policy.  With  the  exception  of  their  own 
committee  and  the  adjoining  county  of  Sussex, 
practically  every  sea-fisheries  committee  in  the 
kingdom  restricted  trawling;  some  of  them, 
Northumberland  for  instance,  prohibited  it 
altogether,  others  only  allowed  it  in  certain  parts 
of  their  districts  and  under  strict  conditions, 
and  all  of  them  had  found  from  experience  the 
value  of  this  policy,  and  he  therefore  appealed  to 
them  to  stop  this  wasteful  and  mischievous 
practice. 

Mr.  Hussey  concluded  by  moving  the  resolution 
which  stood  in  his  name  to  the  effect  that,  having 
regard  to  the  damage  done  by  trawlers  in  the  fish 
nursery  in  Pegwell  Bay,  and  the  strongly  expressed 
local  public  opinion  in  regard  thereto,  it  was 
expedient  that  the  use  of  the  trawl  and  stow-boat 
net  should  be  prohibited  on  the  landward  side  of 
a  line  drawn  from  Ramsgate  Pier  Head  to  the 
Deal  Bank  Buoy. 

Mr.  Martin  J.  R.  Tomson  (Ramsgate)  seconded 
the  motion.  He  said  for  years  he  had  taken  a 
great  interest  in  the  subject  under  discussion.  He 
had  made  inquiries  of  experienced  fishermen  and 
others  whose  opinion  on  the  matter  he  valued. 
All  seemed  to  agree  that  the  trawling  in  Pegwell 
Bay  was  harmful,  but  with  regard  to  the  stow- 
boat  net  he  thought  that  the  imposition  of  a  close 
time  would  be,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Thames  estuary, 
sufficient,  and  perhaps  preferable  to  the  total  pro- 
hibition of  its  use. 

Dr.  James  Murie  (Leigh-on-Sea)  said  that,  as 
they  were  all  aware,  he  was  a  Scotsman,  and 
approached  questions  of  such  great  importance 
with  the  proverbial  caution  of  the  race  to  which 
he  belonged.  He  was  not  antagonistic  to  the 
proposal  his  friend  Mr.  Hussey  had  laid  before 
them,  indeed  they  had  discussed  the  matter  fully 
together,  but  it  was  a  question  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  he  thought  that  it  would  be  wiser 
for  the  committee  not  to  come  to  a  decision 
that  day  ;  they  required  the  fullest  information 
before  deciding.  He  therefore  proposed  as  an 
amendment  that  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  to 
meet  at  Ramsgate  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and 
report  to  the  general  committee  at  their  next 
meeting ;  everyone  interested  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions,  and  of 
course  the  general  committee  would  be  to  a  great 
extent  guided  by  the  conclusions  at  which  the  sub- 
committee arrived. 

Mr.  L.  J.  Watts  (Colchester)  seconded  the 
amendment,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Hussey  said  that  he,  and  those  he  repre- 
sented, did  not  object  to  the  committee's  decision ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  welcomed  it.  The  more 
inquiry  the  better,  fuller  information  could  only 
strengthen  their  case. 

Eventually,  Messrs.  Martin  Tomson  and  H. 
Summers  (Ramsgate),  J.  M.  Paramor  (Margate), 
C.  Hussey  (Deal),  T.  Kemp  (Whitstable),  and  A.  E. 
Cullen  (Dover)  were  appointed  a  sub-committee  to 
meet  at  Ramsgate,  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and 
report  to  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting. 
Due  announcement  will  be  made  of  the  date  and 
place  of  meeting  of  the  sub-committee,  so  that  all 
interested  may  have  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinions  on  this  important  matter. 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Graylino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had-  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — FCehing  Qazette, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensv/re  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  ^ost  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — GEmcRAi.  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  fairly  well  coloured  by  the  recent  rain,  but, 
sad  to  relate,  very  few  trout  have  been  had.  The 
lower  reaches  are  a  little  discoloured,  though  there 
is  a  good  stream — not  too  fast — and  the  water 
appears  to  be  tinted  with  blossom  from  trees. 
Whether  this  would  sour  the  water  and  affect 
trout  I   do  not  know,   but  I  should  say  not. 
Trout — especially  Thames  trout — do  not  seem  to 
mind  ,the  weather.     They  will  feed  in  a  blind- 
ing snowstorm.    What  is  really  lacking  is  the 
angler  who  knows  the  locality  and  the  feeding  time  of 
the  fish.  We  live  in  hustling  times,  and  one  feels  really 
greatly  obliged  to  the  fish  that  they  will  not  hustle 
and  they  cannot  be  hustled.    This  is  nature  in  its 
pure  state.    And  when  we  go  to  the  riverside  we 
expect  to  find  nature  as  it  really  is.    True,  in  the 
lower  reaches  there  is  too  much  brickwork  about, 
and  one  can  often  hear  the  bellowing  of  the 
barrel  -  organ  —  used    principally    to    spoil  the 
delightful  moments  of    the  casual  visitor,  but 
perhaps  more  especially  to  enliven  the  nature  who 
tires  of  the  steady  peaceful  monotony  of  the  riverside. 
We. who  live  in  towns  love  to  lose  the  imitations  of 
music  halls  and  listen  to  the  singing  or  even  chirping 
of  the  birds,  to  hear  the  rustle  of  trees,  or  the  roar  of 
the  weir.    The  trout-fi?her  loves  a  semi-solitude,  and 
mostly  gets  it    But  to  take  a  decent  Thames  trout 
is  to  him  a  poem  of  life.    Sometimes  such  an  inci- 
dence is  a  mere  chance,  but  the  experienced  angler 
knows  that  the  chance  is  equal  to  1000  to  L  To 
him  it  means  the  finest  of  tackle,  the  exactitude  of 
position,  the  precisement  almost  of  time  and  a 
recourse  of  which  only  a  Thames  angler  under- 
stanes.    He  spends  many  and  many  an  hour  after  a 
fish,  and  he  considers  himself  exceedingly  fortunate 
if  he  secures  it.    But  his  time  is  nearly  over.  The 
coarse  fisherman  is  soon  to  have  his  opportunity, 
and  it    is   most   strange   that  though   there  is 
no    definite    line    drawn    as    to    when  the 
Thames    trout  angler  shall    stop    ttying  for  a 
well-known  fish,  as  soon  as  the  coarse  fisherman  is  on 
the  water,  the  question  of  trouting  seems  to  vanish  ! 
The  big  barbel  that  frequent  the  weirs,  and  the  big 
chub,  too,  which  are  hooked  when  trouting,  can 
seldom  be  caught  by  the  coarse  fisherman,  although 
he  possesses  the  same  skill  and  adopts  the  same 
tactics.     And  the  Thames  trout  angler  tries  for 
them  too,  for  these  are  fish  which  no  angler 
can  despise.     They  are  of  a  size  which  give 
the  sport  which   all  anglers   hope  for,  whether 
trout  fishermen  or  otherwise.    But  when  the  season 
opens  for  coarse  fishing  all  the  big  fish  seem 
to     leave    the    weirs    for    their    habitual  and 
secluded    haunts.      Last   week    I   omitted  to 
mention  the  capture  of  a  third  trout  this  season  by 
Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society.    It  was  caught  at  Sunbury,  and  scaled 
ejlb.    I  should  also  have  mentioned  that  Mr.  Lock- 
hart,  at  Chertsey,  had  taken  a  trout  of  71b.,  and  a 
member  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association  had 
one  at  Shepperton  Weir  scaling  51b.  At  Pangbourne 
Mr.  E.  M.   Mayes  had  the  second  largest  trout 
of  the  season.    It  was  a  fine  fish  of  8Jlb.    It  was 
23 Jin.  in  length  and  18fin.  in  girth.    Messrs.  Rowe 
and  Peake  have  had   fish  of  31b.  and  2Jlb.  at 
Marlow,  and  several  small  ones  have  been  landed 
and  returned  at  Henley. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  is  in  good  order 
for  fishing,  and  a  nice  stream  is  running.  Mr. 
C.  J.  Barnett,  while  fishing  from  Hambledon  Weir 
the  other  evening  using  spinning  tackle,  tells  me 
that  he  caught  what  he  supposed  to  be  one  of  the 
marked  trout  which  have  been  turned  down,  only 
the  small  tablet  was  missing,  there  only  being  a 
small  loop  of  wire  through  the  back  fin.  The  fish 
was  about  a  pound  in  weight,  almost  black  in 
colour  and  otherwise  deformed. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Fish  are  numerous  in 
this  district,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  better 
season's  fishing.  A  party  here  are  determined  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  taking  away  of  undersized  fish, 
without  fear  or  favour  of  anyone,  so  I  am  giving 
the  warning  to  all.  The  Twickenliam  Piscatorial 
Society  have  raised  the  standard  of  all  fish  taken, 
and  there  will  be  no  gross  weights.  I  hope  other 
clubs  will  follow  the  same  rule.  We  all  will  benefit 
by  it. — Tom  Auger  (Professional). 

Blagdon  Iiake. — Fishing  return  from  May  21  to 
23: — On  May  21,  Mr.  R.  W.  Murray  caught  three 
trout,  weighing  3ib.  13oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  and  1  lb.  (boat) ; 
Mr.  J.  Millar,  two,  I  lb.  I2oz.  and  1  lb.  4oz.  (boat) ; 
Rev.  Brinkley,  two,  1  lb.  12oz.  and  1  lb.  4oz.  (bank) ; 
Mr.  R.  Bowring,  seven,  31b.  loz.,  21b.  loz.,  31b.  4oz., 
21b.  loz.,  1  lb.  12oz.,  21b.  2oz.,  and  1  lb.  8oz.  (boat) ; 
and  Mr.  H.  J.  Clare,  four,  31b.  4oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  21b., 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


INVALUABLE 


"  The  coat  you  made  for 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hows, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  Minding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  'dry  as  a 
hone.'' " — J.  W.,  Soufchsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — • 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

?).  Perfect  air-poronsness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;   and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


Afo/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


THE  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 

-  -  RAIN  REPELLANTS,  -  - 
Because  RELIABLE— ENDURING— AIRY- 
LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING.  Therefore 

wear 

-  -   -  "BURBERRY."  -   -  - 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


overgarment 


BURBERRY  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRYS, 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eYery  desGiipUon  of  FlsMng  Tackle  snitaMe  for  all  parts  of  tbe  world. 


TEN  GOLD  AND  OTSBR  MEDALS  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  snperloii  to  BpUt  Oanii 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oas.  to  13  o>b.  ;  very  powezfol, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  lor  Salmon  and  Tronti 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  aaed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  boma  and  nbioali 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  beat  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

a  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Doable  Tapeiad  BalmoDi 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marrelloaf.   I  have  no  hesitation  In 
■aylng  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast. ' 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Elngflaher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  Kew  Zealand,  writes :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  tatted  and  robbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beaatUoIly.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  E.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  mnch  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Uoe  and  I  never 
'had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SGOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogdes  free. 
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and  4Ib.  4o7..  (boat).  On  Mav  22,  Mr.  R.  W.  Murray, 
four,  1  lb.  13oz.,  31b.  607,.,  21b.  lloz  ,  and  21b.  9oz. 
(boat);  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  four,  41b.  4oz..  41b.  8oz., 
21b.  80Z.,  and  31b.  (boat);  and  Mr.  J.  H.  George, 
one,  31b.  8oz.  (bank).  On  May  23.  Mr.  A.  S. 
Fawcett,  two,  2)b.  Ooz.  and  31b.  13oz.  (boat); 
Mr.  A.  G.  Hollingsworth,  one,  2)b.  8oz.  (boat) ; 
Mr.  R.  W.  Murray,  one,  21b.  5oz.  (boat);  and 
Mr.  Percy  Rogers,  four,  21b.,  21b.  4oz.,  31b., 
and  31b.  (boat).  There  is  very  little  improve- 
ment in  the  weather — wind  very  changeable  and 
choppy,  blowing  from  north  and  east.  Some  rain 
has  fallen  to-day,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  are  to 
have  a  decided  change.  Most  of  the  fish  caught 
this  week  are  rainbows,  and  they  are  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  F'ish  are  rising  short. — Donald  Cabe. 
[Received  too  late  for  last  week.] 

Coin  (Fairford,  Olonoestersliire). — The  May 
Fly  this  season  is  a  little  later  owing  to  the  cold 
changeable  weather.  The  first  good  rise  came  on 
May  30.  The  trout  are  just  beginning  to  know  them. 
Some  very  good  fish  have  been  killed.  Mr.  F. 
Watteville  has  had  the  best  baskets  of  3J  brace, 
3  brace,  and  2J  brace.  Alders  are  on  very  thick  in 
the  evening,  and  this  is  the  time  to  take  a  2  pounder. 
There  is  a  fine  show  of  trout,  and  every  angler  should 
have  a  real  good  time  with  them. — Chas.  Powell. 

Coquet. — The  recent  rains  have  improved  the 
angling  and  good  sport  has  been  had  with  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Jas.  Gibson,  under  keeper  to  Mr.  C. 
Riddell,  landed  a  fine  yellow  trout,  in  the  Park 
water,  weighing  41b.  3oz.  Messrs.  Davidson,  Potts, 
and  others  have  had  good  baskets  of  burn  trout. — G. 

Darenth  (Shoreham,  Farninghaniietc.). — Since 
last  report  1  have  been  on  the  river  twice,  though 
not  fishing  much,  and  can  note  much  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  the  fish.  The  smaller  ones  are 
getting  quite  fat,  and  even  the  large  fish  are  mending 
fast.  The  water  was  a  little  coloured  on  Monday, 
and  is  likely  to  remain  in  order  for  the  fly  through 
the  holidays.  The  May  Fly  is  not  at  all  plentiful 
yet,  and  will  hardly  be  taken  freely  till  next  week. 
The  trout  were  rising  well  to  a  small  Grey  Gnat.  The 
Black  Fly,  usually  so  abundant,  was  not  on.  I 
found  Red  Quill  the  favourite — the  grey  was  less 
effective,  though  more  like  the  fly  on  the  water. 
—J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart(Totne8  and  District). — The  much-needed 
rain  fell  on  May  26,  and  has  had  a  good  effect,  the 
river  being  in  flood  on  May  27  and  28.  Sport  has 
therefore  been  better  during  the  week,  although  only 
one  salmon  is  reported  having  been  landed,  and  this 
one  by  Mr.  Wright,  who  secured  it  in  Nursery  pool. 
Some  good  ba«skets  of  trout  in  fine  condition  have 
been  obtained  by  Messrs.  Full,  seventeen  ;  W.Tucker, 
twenty-one;  E.  Distin,  twenty;  M.  Revell,  twelve; 
and  H.  T.  Distin,  nine.  No  doubt  a  very  large 
number  of  salmon  have  come  up  the  river,  and  at 
the  Weir  thirty-five  were  taken  on  May  28,  four  of 
this  number  being  placed  in  the  waters  above  the 
Weir  for  the  benefit  of  the  rod  men.  The  water  is 
now  fairly  high,  and  is  very  highly  coloured. — 
Devonian. 

Devonsliire  Streams. — In  connection  with  the 
water  rights  which  the  Devonport  Water  Company 
have  acquired  on  Dartmoor,  the  Dart  Fishery 
Board  have  decided  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Fryer,  as  it  is  contended  that  gratings  should  be 
erected,  otherwise  the  fish  went  into  the  W.  Dart 
to  spawn  and  were  lost  to  the  river.  The  heavy 
showers  have  improved  sport  on  the  Exe, 
Creedy,  and  Yeo,  and  some  very  nice  baskets 
have  been  taken.  The  Cover  has  not  yielded 
good  sport,  but  a  few  good  fishes  are  reported. 
Cold  winds  have  prevented  much  being  done  on  the 
Taw,  and  although  a  good  many  rods  have  been 
out,  only  a  few  small  fish  have  been  taking  the  fly, 
and  these  have  had  to  be  returned  to  the  water. — 
Devonian. 

£den  (Carlisle).— Constant  little  spates  have 
prevented  any  attempts  at  Creeper  or  Stone-Fly 
fishing,  but  have  had  the  effect  of  continuing  fly- 
fishing in  the  daytime.  This  has  been  pretty  good, 
as  there  has  not  been  much  sun.  Mr.  Alfred 
Sutton  had  the  basket  of  the  season  in  the  Low 
House  water  one  day  last  week,  271b.,  of  good 
trout.  Another  expert  had  on  the  same  day  about 
161b.  near  Wetheral.  A  lot  of  salmon  have  made 
their  wayover  Armathwaite  Weir,  and  over  a  dozen 
have  been  killed  with  the  rod.  Dr.  Crick  had  seven 
in  two  days'  fishing.  This  is  unusual  sport  for  the 
time  of  year,  and  points,  like  many  other  things, 
to  the  lateness  of  the  season.  Sea-  trout  are  running 
very  badly.  They  should  leave  the  Solway  soon 
now  that  the  weather  is  warmer.  I  hear  rumours 
of  an  early  conference  between  the  Eden,  Nith.  and 
Annan  Fishery  Boards  to  endeavour  to  bring  about 
an  assimilation  of  the  close  times  and  mesh  of  nets 
on  the  two  sides  of  the  Solway.  May  they  be 
successful.  Such  a  thing  is  urgently  needed. — 
Silver  Geey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  this  river  has  been  in 
fairly  good  condition  during  the  past  few  days, 


only  moderate  results  have  attended  the  efforts  of 
anglers  who  have  plied  the  rod,  consequently  the 
record  of  takes  for  this  week  is  not  an  attractive 
one.  Several  rods  are  reported  to  have  fished 
blank.  Since  the  flood,  however,  several  fresh-nm 
fish  have  been  observed  making  for  the  higher 
waters,  and  the  net  fishermen  at  the  river  mouth 
are  experiencing  fairly  good  results.  Sea-angling 
hns  shown  considerably  improved  records  during 
tlie  past  week,  and  though  little  fishing  in  the  offing 
has  been  practicable  the  takes  from  the  piers  have 
been  generally  good. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — Rain  has  improved 
the  fishing  generally,  and  some  salmon  have  been 
caught  in  the  river  with  lobworms,  etc.,  but  the 
waters  generally  have  been  too  highly  coloured  for 
fly  fishing.  At  Exmouth  the  bass  fishing  is  im- 
proving. Some  fine  mackerel  have  been  caught  by 
the  fi.shermen.  The  Cheriton  Otter  Hounds  met  at 
Bishops  Tawton  on  May  2l).  a  fine  field  being  marred 
by  a  wet  day.  The  River  Bray  was  tried,  a  perfect 
river  for  otter  hunting,  but  the  hounds  had  to  be 
called  off  without  a  find  at  Newtown.  —  Red 
Palmer. 

Iiake  Vymwy  (North  Wales). — We  have  had 
another  week  of  rain  and  cold,  and  the  gla^s  is  still 
low.  Fishing  has  been  very  fair,  and  some  nice 
baskets  have  been  made.  On  May  23,  Mrs.  Webster 
killed  eight  and  Messrs.  Hayne  the  same.  On  May 
2t,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  brought  in  fourteen,  Mr. 
Gee,  ten,  Mr.  Clegg,  eight,  Mr.  Hayne.  four,  Mr. 
Qodby,  six,  and  Mr.  Fey,  three.  On  May  25,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Webster  had  twelve,  Mr.  Hayne,  five, 
Messrs.  Clegg,  Godby  and  Fry,  four  each.  On  May 
26,  Mr.  Clegg  killed  ten,  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Hayne,  four  each.  On  May  28,  Mr.  Webster  had 
nine,  Mr.  Clegg,  eight,  and  Mr.  Hayne,  si  v.  On 
May  29,  Mr.  Webster  took  eleven  and  Mr.  Hayne, 
eight.  The  fish  are  in  splendid  condition. — Lono 
Drikt. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — In  a  fortnight  from 
to-day  (June  2)  anglers  visiting  the  Lea  and  Beane 
will  be  able  to  catch  and  retain  dace,  and  some 
large  specimens  ought  to  be  takenjwith  fly  and  bait. 
The  Stort  reopens  for  coarse  fishing  (all  fish)  on 
June  16.  The  rivers  are  running  greatly  refreshed, 
but  though  the  weather  has  also  been  warmer, 
little  sport  with  trout  is  recorded.  By  now  some 
May  Fly  ought  to  be  showing  on  the  Lea,  Beane, 
etc. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level.  Trout 
are  rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  May  Fly  has  begun 
to  show  itself  at  last ;  a  few  flies  are  up  as  yet. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  landed  in  both  streams 
with  the  fly.- — ^Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndlei^h  Salterton). — The  past  week  has 
been  disappointing.  A  falling  barometer,  heavy 
rains,  and  oppressive  thundery  atmosphere  have 
rendered  fly  fishing  very  unproductive.  The  river 
has,  however,  had  a  good  spate,  and  is  now  (May  30) 
in  working  trim  once  more,  and  with  fine  weather 
sport  should  be  assured.  But  the  weather  is  not 
settled  yet.  A  salmon  was  seen  to  leap  near  South 
Bridge,  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth,  on  the  evening 
of  May  28,  and  a  few  peal  have  been  noticed  in  the 
public  water  here. — Heron. 

Plsrmouth. — The  rivers  are  in  first-rate  con- 
dition, and  some  heavy  fish  have  been  taken.  Two 
salmon  of  15lb.  weight  were  taken  by  one  fisher- 
man, and  another  of  13Jlb.  by  another  above 
Dartmeet,  so  the  fish  may  be  looked  for  higher  up 
to  the  Moor  on  the  Dart.  There  has  been  a  good 
flood  down  and  the  salmon  have  run  up.  On  the 
Tavy  I  hear  at  Virtuous  Lady  the  pools  are  full  of 
these  fish  and  also  peal,  and  I  am  surprised  that  so 
few  ar^  taken.  Fishermen  from  Plymouth  out 
only  for  the  day  seem  to  do  more  than  those  living 
on  the  river. — William  Heardek. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  holds  cold,  and  trouting  is  not  remunera- 
tive. There  is  nothing  worth  notice  from  the 
Ouse  or  ^  Adur,  and  but  a  brace  or  two  from 
our  western  streams.  Just  on  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fish  season,  and  fish  now  spawning, 
the  powers  fhat  be  at  Chichester  Canal  have 
decided  to  close  waterway  from  June  12  to 
June  16,  letting  out  the  water  to  repair  the  locks, 
and  clearing  the  mud  and  weed,  auguring  ill  for 
future  sport.  Some  good  carp  fishing  now  in 
private  waters  of  from  2ilb.  to  61b.  Smelt  are  still 
in  evidence  at  Chichester  Harbour,  and  bass  are 
giving, sport  but  run  small.  Mullet  are  numerous, 
and  flatfish,  flounders  and  eels  are  giving  sport.  A 
few  white  trout  may  be  seen,  yet  few  are  taken 
except  by  the  netsmen.  Garfish  are  in  the  harbour 
and  mackerel  not  far  off. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  in  good  condition,  but 
high,  and  fish  are  coming  well.  In  the  competition 
— who  shall  take  the  greatest  number — some  are 
searching  for  baits  and  flies  supposed  to  be  extra 
good,  but  the  old  standard  flies  still  excel — Blue 
Upright,  Cutcliff's  No.  17,  Rusty  Red,  Caddis,  and 


Coachman  are  much  the  best,  and  some  large  takes 
have  been  made  with  them.  The  large  salmon 
mentioned  by  "Devonian,"  and  taken  from  a  local 
paper,  was  netted,  not  taken  with  the  fly.  Fly 
fi.shermen  for  salmon  are  idle  now.  The  kelts  have 
gone. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  in  splendid  order 
after  the  spate  early  in  the  week.  It  has  been 
very  high  and  thick,  and  a  lot  of  salmon  are  up. 
Salmon  of  21  lb.  and  141b.  have  been  caught  on  the 
worm.  At  time  of  writing  it  is  only  just  fishable 
with  the  fly.  Sport  should  be  good  now  for  some 
weeks.  Trout  have  been  going  pretty  well,  and 
many  baskets  up  to  51b.  and  61b.  have  been 
common  from  the  river  and  brooks,  largest  fiih, 
21b.— Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level.  The  May  Fly  has  begun  to  show 
itself,  and  a  few  have  been  seen  on  the  river. 
Trout  from  1  lb.  to  Jib.  each  have  been  landed  with 
the  fly.  The  worm  has  been  tried  and  sport  good. 
On  May  2()  six  nice  trout  were  caught  with  worm 
below  Ludford.  Ori  May  2^  a  nice  dish  of  fish 
were  taken  above  Ludlow  with  the  Orl  and  Red 
Spinner.  On  May  28  and  2!)  some  good  fish  were 
taken  with  the  Orl  dibbing. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbourin^ 
Rivers. — Our  rivers  are  now  in  good  order  for  fly- 
fishing, and  good  sport  is  the  result.  In  the  north 
Tyne  one  good  creel  of  eleven  trout,  all  fly,  on  a 
clearing  off  water.  Good  catches  are  reproted  from 
the  higher  reaches.  South  Tyne,  on  the  Haydon 
Bridge  water,  a  well-known  angler,  fishing  fly 
hooked  large  trout,  which  showed  plenty  of  game, 
twenty-three  inches  in  length  and  scaled  3|lb.  Tyne, 
on  the  Ovinghara  water,  several  good  takes  with 
fly  and  minnow.  Whittle  Dene  Lakes  are  fishing 
exceedingly  well,  and  heavy  catches  are  reported. 
Mr.  R.  White,  Gateshead,  on  May  23,  thirty-nine 
trout.  A  party  of  four  anglers,  on  May  26,  killed 
eighty-seven  trout,  three  of  them  turning  the  scale 
at  IJlb.  and  other  three  creels  of  eleven,  nine,  and 
five  trout  each.  The  Coquet  Felton  in  good  order 
after  the  recent  floods  during  the  past  week.  The 
catches,  Mr.  Alf.  Fenwick  fifteen  trout,  one  l^lb., 
Mr.  J.  Lauders  nine  trout,  heaviest  IJlb.,  Mr. 
Morala  eight  trout,  heaviest  IrJ-lb.,  Mr.  M.  Morala 
eight  trout, Mr.  Jas.Gibson  one,4lb.  3oz.,  and  another 
Mr.  .Tno.  Appleby,  of  31b.  1  loz.  No  doubt  the  May 
floods  account  for  such  a  run  of  good  sport.  Mr. 
Lawson,  of  Pauperhaugh,  killed  a  fine  yellow  trout 
scaling  31b.  loz.  The  Till  is  also  fishing  well,  rather 
too  much  water  for  successful  catches  of  trout.  Mr. 
Waite  had  two  sea-trout  scaling  together  81b.  Mr.  J. 
Arris  one,  5^1b..  Messrs.  .T.  Scott,  Di.xon,  Serjeant 
Hunter,  all  of  Worler.  each  killed  fish  varying  from 
31b.  to  41b.  Mr.  J.  G.  Dixon  caught  a  large  eel, 
which  measured  3ft.  2in.  long  and  scaled  4lb. 
Should  no  more  rain  fall,  we  can  expect  good  fishing 
during  the  holidays. — Henry  A.  Mueton,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk).— On  May  24,  Mr.  Sword,  one,  121b., 
in  the  Bindings.  On  May  25,  Mr.  Sword,  two, 
22.Jlb.  and  101b.,  both  in  the  Road  Pool ;  Mr.  R. 
Rickards,  one,  171b.,  in  Railyderry.  On  May  26, 
Mr.  Kipping,  one,  181b.,  in  Coedyprior.  On  May  28, 
Mr.  Sword,  one,  151b.,  in  the  Bindings.  Mr.  Kip- 
ping, on  May  22,  had  the  misfortune  to  hook  and  lose 
two  fish.  The  trout  anglers,  too,  have  been 
enjoying  themselves  in  the  evening,  and  the 
following  succes-es  have  been  reported  :  May  23, 
Dr.  Hatchett,  four  brace;  Mr.  A.  Jones,  three 
brace  ;  Mr.  A.  Bowyer,  two  brace.  May  24,  Sergt.- 
Inst.  Johnstone,  three  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  A. 
Bowyer,  two  brace  (weighing  3Jlb.);  Dr.  Hatchett, 
two  brace;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  sen.,  two  brace  (5|lb.,  one 
2Jlb.).  May  25,  Mr.  G.  Rees,  seven  brace  (fishing 
from  a  coracle).  May  26,  Mr.  G.  Rees,  three  and  a 
half  brace  (two  of  which  weighed  IJlb.  each) ;  Mr. 
J.  Pitt,  jun.,  two  brace,  and  Mr.  G.  Thomas  (New- 
port), four  brace.  Bait  fishing  commenced  on 
June  1. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  splendid  order  for  the  fly  during 
the  past  week,  and  many  anglers  have  been  out 
on  both  streams.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished 
the  Wye  have  obtained  a  few  nice  trout,  but  the 
fish  appear  to  be  feeding  on  the  grub  of  the  green 
drake,  previous  to  its  becoming  a  perfect  fly.  This  fly 
is  just  making  its  appearance  on  the  Wye  and  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent,  and  if  the  weather  continues 
to  be  warm  it  should  be  at  its  height  about  J une  6. 
The  Derwent,  Hathersage  and  the  Chatsworth 
Fisheries  have  afforded  very  good  sport,  as  there 
has  been  a  nice  woodland  water  in  this  river.  Also 
the  Darley  Dale  Club's  portion  is  yielding  a  few 
good  trout.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  produced  the  largest  fish. 
Mr.  Thos.  Coates  caught  one  trout  with  worm 
weighing  21b.,  and  one  with  a  Grey  Quill  1  lb.  12oz. 
Also  Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson  one  trout,  weight  over  31b., 
fishing  from  the  Lovers'  Walk.  Matlock  Bath.  Also 
Mr.  G.  J.  Eaton,  fishing  in  the  Dakey  (private  water), 
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Matlock  Dale,  landed  a  trout,  its  weight  being  5Ib. 
14oz.  and  several  others  smaller.  Mr.  W.Dale  and  Mr. 
W.  Kirkland  have  each  secured  several  nice  trout. 
These  have  been  caught  fishing  early  morning  or 
late  in  the  evening.  The  prospect  is  fairly  good, 
as  the  weather  and  the  water  is  favourable.  Useful 
flies:  May  Fly  (when  out).  Yellow  Dun,  Yellow 
Sally,  Mr.  Cooper's  Little  Grey  Fly,  "  Beck  Fly," 
Black  Gnat  and  Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Although  at  times  uncertain  owing 
to  the  many  freshets  we  have  had  of  late,  trout 
fishing  has  improved,  and  some  excellent  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches  of  our 
Yorkshire  rivers,  also  in  the  tributary  streams. 
The  best  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  Judging  from 
present  appearances  the  Stone  Fly  will  not  hatch 
out  until  Whitsuntide.  Mr.  F.  Thorman  and  Dr. 
Jackson  have  had  good  sport  on  the  Thoresby 
water,  on  the  Yore,  and  Mr.  W.  Randell  has  caught 
some  good  fish  at  Aysgarth.  In  the  length  at 
Wensley  and  Cover  Bridge  districts  sport  has  been 
very  fair.  The  Wharfe  has  been  in  excellent  ply 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  some  heavy  baskets 
of  trout  caught.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  J.  H.  R. 
Bazley  caught  a  fine  trout  weighing  6Ib. 
It  has  been  entrusted  to  me  for  preservation.  On 
May  29  several  pike  fishermen  were  out  on  the 
Waterloo  Lake,  Leeds,  sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
good.  Mr.  A.  E.  Myers  caught  one  weighing  over 
111b.  The  Nidd  has  been  in  fine  trim  and  some 
nice  dishes  of  trout  caught.  Prospects  for  Whit- 
suntide holiday  anglers  could  not  possibly  be 
better. — John  E.  Milleb. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (Tia  Lairg,  N.B.''. 

—On  May  26,  Messrs.  Tucker,  London,  fished  Loch 
Urigill  and  made  a  basket  of  thirty-four  trout,  which 
weighed  lO^lb.  Several  other  anglers  now  on  the 
move,  but  the  weather  has  been  most  severe.  A 
better  report  expected  for  next  week. — B. 

Beanly.— Fishing  the  Home  Beat  of  the  Castle 
waters,  from  his  headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons,  lessee,  had  the  following 
sport  during  the  week  : — On  May  21,  five  salmon, 
12^1b.,  121b.,  lOJlb.,  91b.,  and  81b.  ;  on  May  22,  one 
grilse,  SJlb.  (the  first  of  the  season) ;  on  May  2i, 
two  nice  salmon  of  10§Ib.  each ;  on  May  25,  a 
beauty  of  IS^lb.  and  one  of  91b.  ;  and  on  May  26, 
one  salmon,  101b.,  being  a  total  of  ten  salmon, 
scaling  llOJlb.,  and  averaging  111b.  each,  as  well 
as  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.  On  May  24  a  large  female  otter, 
which  had  been  causing  much  destruction  among 
the  salmon,  was  trapped,  and  scaled  121b.  The 
otter  was  in  fair  fur,  and  was  sent  into  Inverness 
for  preservation.  In  the  tidal  waters  several  nice 
baskets  of  sea- trout  were  had  by  theMonaick  Castle 
and  Farley  Brae  rods.  The  best  basket  scaled 
121b.,  and  the  heaviest  trout  weighed  lib.  12oz. 
Netting  starts  on  June  2,  and  will  be  continued 
every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  during  June  and 
July. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Angling  on  both 
rivers  is  impro^dng.  A  good  many  anglers  have 
been  out.  Mr.  Lockhart  had  a  sea-trout  IJlb.  in 
the  middle  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  over  a  dozen 
yellow  trout;  Mr.  W.  Ross  caught  a  sea-trout 
weighing  IJlb.,  Mr.  Irving  one  of  IJlb.,  Mr.  D. 
Little  one  of  2lb.,  and  some  fine  yellow  trout  in  the 
Cauldron  pool.  In  Netherby  Water,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Stubbs  had  eleven  and  fifteen  yellow  trout  at  two 
fishings.  The  Solway  has  yielded  only  a  few 
sea  -  trout  and  an  odd  salmon  or  two. 
In  Langholm  Water  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson 
caught  two  sea- trout  ;  Mr.  Scott  over  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Robertson  over  a  dozen 
yellow  trout.  Air.  Bell  has  had  good  takes  of  yellow 
trout  during  the  week.  Several  baskets  of  fine 
yellow  trout  have  been  got  on  the  Liddlo.  Mr.  A. 
Hardie  caught  over  100  at  a  fishing ;  Mr.  J.  Cowaii 
had  91b.  of  yellow  trout;  Mr.  J.  Inglis  had  also  a  good 
basket  of  bum  trout  in  Upper  Liddle ;  Mr.  Murray 
had  over  a  dozen  trout  ;  and  Me.ssrs.  J.  Armstrong 
and  Crozin  had  good  baskets  ;  Mr.  Matthew  Martin 
had  three  sea-trout,  IJlb.  each ;  and  Messrs.  J. 
Graham  and  Johnstone  have  had  fair  takes  in 
Lower  Liddle.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr. 
W.  Pendreigh  had  one  sea-trout.  Fishing  in  Liddle 
water,  Mr.  Jas.  Carruthers  had  three,  Mr.  Brock- 
bank  one  in  Canonbie  .waters  of  the  Esk.  In 
Langholm  water,  Messrs.  J.  Bell,  Clarke,  J. 
Varty,  and  Mr.  W.  Ross  had  one  sea-trout  each. 
Some  fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
got  in  Ewes  and  Terras,  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
both  stream.s.  Mr.  G.  Little  has  lhad  a  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water  of  the 
E.sk,  Mr.  McMuUan  a  few  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Some  nice  trout  have  been  got  in  Cogie 
pool,  also  at  Glenfirra,  and  a  few  have  been  caught 
in  Wauchope  wator  above  the  caul. — G. 

Carron  (Eaeter  Aom,  Ardgray,  JT.B.).— The 
following  sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers  fr  rxj 
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Balnagown  Arms  Hotel:— On  May  22,  Mr.  Russell 
landed  two  salmon,  weighing  161b.  and  91b.,  on 
Braelangwell  water.  On  May  23,  and  on  same 
water,  Mr.  Frederick  Prance  caught  one  of  15^1b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Bullock,  one  of  12ilb.  On  May  24,  Mr. 
Prance  grassed  a  beautiful  18-pounder  on  Dunie 
pool ;  and  Mr.  Bullock,  one  of  12Jlb.  on  Braelang- 
well pool.  On  the  Invercharroa  water,  Mr.  Blyth 
landed  one  of  1 1  lb.  On  the  Amat  waters,  Mr.  Adam 
Henderson,  on  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers'  rod,  fished 
Miller's  pool  and  secured  two  fine  fish,  one  15lb.  and 
the  other  26Jlb.,  the  heaviest  caught  on  the  Carron 
this  season.  On  May  25,  Mr.  Blyth  had  one  of 
1  l^lb.  on  Invercharron  ;  and  Mr.  Russell  one,  lOJlb., 
on  Braelangwell.  Oa  May  2(5,  on  Braelangwell,  Mr. 
Prance  caught  a  16-pounder  ;  and  Mr.  Bullock,  one 
of  101b.  On  Monday  this  week,  Mr.  Prance,  on 
Mackenzie  pool,  had  a  clean-run  fish,  of  faultless 
symmetry,  weighing  21  lb.  On  Invercharron, 
Messrs.  Blyth  (two  rods)  landed  three,  101b.,  81b  . 
and  81b.— B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  now  re- 
suming its  normal  size,  and  when  the  water  becomes 
a  little  clearer  anglers  will  enjoy  better  sport.  On 
the  Beldorney  section,  on  May  21,  Mr.  J.  Thomson, 
keeper,  had  a  couple  of  salmon.  Both  were  fresh- 
run  fish.  One  of  them  weighed  141b.  and  the  other 
81b.  Since  the  rise  in  the  river  there  has  been  a 
good  run  of  fish,  and  about  the  middle  of  last 
week  grilse  made  their  appearance,  three  weeks 
later  than  they  were  seen  in  the  river  last  year. 
Some  fine  salmon  were  caught  by  the  sweep-nets, 
one  a  very  heavy  fish  of  351b.,  the  heaviest  salmon 
got  in  the  Deveron  district  this  season.  The  grilse 
that  were  taken  in  the  river  are  fine  specimens,  and 
average  31b.  On  the  coast  the  net-fishing  got  a 
check  last  week  when  the  nets  were  all  wrecked. 
With  few  exceptions  they  have  all  been  replaced 
by  new  nets  at  the  various  stations.  Fish  are 
beginning  to  show  better  on  the  coast,  and  the  net 
fishermen,  who  were  regularly  at  sea  with  the 
cobbles  this  week,  had  a  fair  number  of  both 
salmon  and  grilse.  A  few  sea-trout  were  also  got. 
Salmon  are  gaining  in  weight,  and  the  average  of 
those  for  the  past  week  was  121b.,  and  grilse  31b. 
A  large  box  was  sent  daily  to  the  market,  and  the 
prices  received  are  considered  high. — H.  W. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
May  26,  on  the  river  Kyle,  Mr.  Archibald  Tower, 
ten  trout  weighing  151b.,  heaviest  31b.  ;  on  May  28, 
fourteen  sea-trout  weighing  18 Jib.,  heaviest  21b.  ; 
on  Loch  Crosspool,  one  brown  trout  weighing  2|lb. 
— J.  K.  Morrison. 

Xnchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  May  23, 
Mr.  Holmes  Ivory,  on  River  Inver,  caught  twelve 
trout,  weighing  141b.  (heaviest,  over  2Ib.);  on 
May  25,  on  River  Inver,  seven,  61b. ;  on  May  26, 
on  River  Inver,  twelve,  lO^lb.  Mr.  Holmes  Ivory, 
Edinburgh,  opened  the  Inver  fishing  on  May  23. 
Day  very  stormy.  Only  a  few  hours'  fishing. — W. 
Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  angling  season  was  late  in 
opening,  and  since  then  the  weather  conditions  have 
all  been  against  good  sport.  The  wind  has  come 
persistently  from  the  north-east,  bringing  frequent 
snow  showers  and  occasional  heavy  falls  of  snow. 
May  has  been  perhaps  the  coldest  and  wettest 
within  memory,  and  there  is  even  yet  an  almost 
entire  absence  of  insect  life.  There  is  much  snow 
on  the  hills,  and  snow-broth  will  be  much  in 
evidence  till  well  on  in  June.  Some  good  baskets 
have  been  got  on  the  Lower  Isla  and  Dean,  but  on 
the  Upper  Isla,  Shee,  Ardle,  and  Blackwater  sport 
has  been  indifferent.  The  sport  on  the  various  lochs 
has  been  poor,  but  the  weather  has  become  milder 
and  better  things  may  be  expected. — Iasgaib. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  IT.B.). — 
Taking  it  all  over,  sea-trout  angling  both  here  and 
at  Invershin  has  been  prosecuted  with  but  in- 
different success.    The  same  may  be  said  of  the  net 


salmon  fishing.  There  was  also  a  falling  off  both 
on  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  Skibo  nettings  at  the 
head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  and  on  Mr.  Andrew 
Anderson's  Invercharron  fishings.  From  all  the 
above  netting  stations  combined  it  is  estimated 
that  only  about  19cwt.  of  salmon  had  been  con- 
signed to  the  southern  markets  in  the  course  of  the 
week. — B. 

Loch  Doon  (Ayrshire,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Eglinton  Hotel,  on  May  26,  ten  membors  of  the  St. 
Mungo  A.C,  Glasgow,  held  a  competition,  and  the 
total  catch  was  144  trout: — 1st,  Mr.  A.  Morrison, 
twenty-three,  31b.  9|oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Jas.  Stewart, 
eighteen,  31b.  8oz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  John  Parker,  twenty- 
one,  31b.  2oz. ;  4th,  Mr.  J.  G.  Keans,  sixteen,  21b.  3|oz. 
On  May  28,  Mr.  Wm  Hunter,  sixteen  trout,  21b.  9oz. 
— Jas.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  continues 
milder  and  broken.  There  is  still  an  absence  of 
flies,  and  fish  have  not  been  rising  well,  though 
offering  better  during  the  past  day  or  two,  and 
some  fair  baskets  were  got  with  fly.  The  following 
were  the  chief  results  during  the  past  week:  — 
Sixteen  members  of  Perth  Club  captured  with  fly 
forty-seven  trout,  361b.  5oz.  First,  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  eight  trout,  71b.  7oz.  Heaviest  trout,21b. 
Five  members  of  the  Leith  Fly  Fishing  Association 
creeled  ten  trout,  81b.  9oz.,  in  very  stormy  weather, 
first,  Mr.  Brown,  five  trout,  51b.  2oz.  Six  rods  at 
the  Glasgow  Western  Club  competition,  secured, 
with  fly,  eighteen  trout,  131b.  12oz.,  first,  Mr.  W. 
Macfarlane,  sen.,  eight  trout,  71b.  8oz.  Fifteen 
competitors  engaged  in  the  Saturday  Angling  Club 
competition,  and  captured,  mostly  with  minnow, 
fifty-six  trout,  52lb.  13oz.,  first,  Mr.  E.  Kirkwood, 
seven  trout,  71b.  lOoz.  Ten  members  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Amateur  Club,  with  fly,  took  thirty-five  trout, 
331b.  loz.  First.Mr.  A.  Macmillan,  five  trout,  61b.  loz. 
Eight  members  of  the  Glasgow  Clydesdale  Club 
caught,  with  fly  and  minnow,  forty  trout,  341b.  12oz. 
First,  Mr.  J.  Macpherson,  seven  trout,  61b.  6oz. 
Ten  rods  at  the  Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club  competi- 
tion brought  in  thirty-four  trout,  34lb.  7oz. 
First,  Mr.  L.  Gray,  Kinross,  with  fly,  seven 
trout,  71b.  6oz.  Private  parties  out  have 
been  few.  Mr.  Morrison  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  Paisley, 
captured  in  a  few  hours  in  the  evening  fourteen 
trout  lOlb.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  thirteen 
trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McBeth,  Murrayfield, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  Cramond  Bridge, 
seventeen  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Martin,  Edinburgh, 
nine  trout,  111b.  4oz. ;  Major  Reid,  Kinross,  four- 
teen trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  John  Duncan,  Gla^igow,  nine 
trout,  91b.  12oz. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Henderson,  Perth,  and 
Mr.  G.  Henderson,  Linlithgow,  ten  trout,  101b.  4oz.; 
Mr.  Borthwick  and  Mr.  Milne,  Peebles,  nine  trout, 
101b.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Lyon  (Fortingfall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  May  17,  Mr.  R.  Solomon,  Fortingall,  had 
a  salmon  of  271b.  ;  on  May  19,  Mr.  Noble,  Edin- 
burgh, had  two  of  10§lb.  and  111b.,  and  Mr. 
Macpherson,  Barrhill,  Ayrshire,  had  one  of  ISJlb. ; 
on  May  21,  Mr.  Macpherson  had  one  of  161b.  taken 
with  fly,  and  on  May  22,  Mr.  Noble  had  one 
of  11  Jib.,  also  taken  with  fly;  on  May  18, 
Messrs.  Chow  and  Munro  had  twenty-five  trout,  one 
weighing  21b. ,  and  Mr.  Young  five  trout  weighing  2Jlb. 
On  May  24,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson,  Barhill,  Ayr- 
shire, had  a  salmon  of  lOJlb.  (taken  with  fly).  On 
May  25,  Mr.  R.  Stewart,  Fortingall,  had  one  of 
9|lb. ;  and  on  May  29,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson 
had  another  of  15Jlb.  On  May  25,  Mr. 
Hunter  had  eight  trout,  weighing  4lb. 
On  May  26,  Mr.  T.  Francis,  Fakenham,  Norfolk, 
had  seven  trout,  3Ib.,  and  Mr.  Gibb,  Aberfeldy, 
thirteen  trout,  71b.  On  May  28,  the  Rev.  Canon 
Blackett-Ord,  Rothbury,  Northumberland,  had 
eight  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Blackett-Ord  two  trout,  31b. 
On  May  29,  Mr.  T.  Francis  thirteen  trout,  and 
Messrs.  Blackett-Ord  fifteen  trout. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  Dee  has  been 
in  splendid  trim  all  the  week,  and  sport  fairly  rife 
on  all  the  reaches.  On  the  far  inland  waters,  at 
Ballater  and  Balmoral,  a  good  few  fish  have  been 
landed  by  the  royal  keepers  and  others,  details  of 
which  are  not  to  hand.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches 
some  twenty-five  salmon  were  go  t  on  the  Huntly  Arms 
and  six  on  Aboyne  Castle  waters — thirty-one  fish 
for  the  week,  being  the  best  since  the  season  opened. 
Of  these  Mr.  Hardie,  on  May  24,  had  fish  of  71b. 
and  UJlb. ;  on  May  25,  one,  8lb. ;  on  May  26, 
three,  71b  ,  81b.,  and  81b.  ;  while  Mr.  Sandison  had 
one,  6lb.,  on  May  24;  and  Major  Warner,  two,  71b. 
and  91b.,  and  Mr.  Waterfield,  two,  71b.  and  81b., 
on  the  Castle  water.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Xeil 
water.  Sir  Henry  Meredith  had  four  on  Jlay  23 
on  the  Ballogie  section,  and  two  on  May  26  scaling 
from  61b.  to  121b.,  while  Mr.  A.  Hoare  had 
two,  91b.  and  71b.,  and  Captain  Fenwick  three, 
91b.,  lOlb.,  and  121b.,  on  the  same  water.  On  the 
Banchory  waters  a  good  few  fish,  as  well  as  several 
grilse,  have  been  got  during  the  past  week.  Mr. 
Meakin,  on  thej  Durris  section,  had  two  on  Monday 
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and  two  on  I'uesday  of  average  weights,  while 
Captain  Ewing,  on  the  Middle  Drum  and  'Tilburies 
section,  finished  a  five  weeks'  stay,  having  twenty- 
five  fish  to  his  score.  On  the  Tilburies  water  last 
week  five  were  creeled  on  May  2l,  scaling  from  61b. 
to  121b.,  one  on  May  23,  91b.,  four  on  May  24,  from 
71b.  to  91b.,  three  on  May  25,  T^lb.,  81b.,  and  81b., 
and  five  on  May  26,  scaling  from  61b.  to  231b. 
Very  little  improvement  has  been  experienced  on 
the  net  fishing.  Don. — The  river  has  been  in 
capital  form  for  trouting,  among  the  most  success- 
ful rods  being  Mr.  W.  B.  Mackay,  Aberdeen,  who 
had  ten  fish,  11  lb.,  on  May  26  ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay, 
who  had  six  on  May  28,  71b. ;  Dr.  Impey,  who  had 
twelve  on  May  28 ;  Messrs.  Ritchie,  Millar,  and 
others.  Sergeant-Major  Stavart  had  a  basket  of 
6lb.  on  the  Monymusk  water  on  May  26. — G.  M. 

Shin  (luverau,  N.B.). — The  following  has  been 
the  sport  by  anglers  from  the  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel  since  last  reported: — On  Monday  {May  21), 
Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Greedy,  Devon- 
shire, landed  a  salmon  of  131b. ;  and  on  May  22, 
two,  weighing  161b.  and  121b.  On  May  23,  Mr. 
Unwin  caught  two  of  121b.  and  131b.  ;  and 
Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  a  14-pounder.  On 
May  24  Mr.  Unwin  landed  one  of  lOlb.,  and 
on  May  25  one  of  141b.  On  May  26  Sir  John 
had  one  of  91b.  The  weather  conditions 
in  this  quarter  are  most  adverse  to  angling,  and  on 
May  26  and  27  there  was  a  rather  severe  storm  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  accompanied  by  heavy  rains. 
Up  to  Wednesday  morning,  this  week,  it  was  still 
unsettled. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan.— This  river 
was  in  fair  order  on  May  26,  and  in  Mount  Annan 
private  water  Mr.  Byres  took  a  brace  of  clean  run 
sea-trout  with  fly.  Captain  E wart  had  one  of  l^lb., 
Mr.  W.  Boyd  caught  six  yellow  trout,  Mr.  McBryde 
a  small  sea- trout  and  a  brace  or  two  of  yellow  trout 
with  fly,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  had  several  good 
yellow  trout.  Those  fishing  with  worm  in  the 
discoloured  waters  had  fair  baskets.  Mr.  T.  G. 
Roddick  had  one  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  a  dozen.  Mr. 
James  Dixon  one  sea-trout  and  about  eighteen 
yellow  trout.  On  May  28,  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water,  Captain  Thorburn  had  one  sea-trout,  one 
yellow  trout  of  31b.  Andrew  Bell  had  one  sea-trout 
and  a  few  yellow  trout.  The  Dumfries  Nith  has 
been  running  pretty  full  since  last  report.  In  the 
Mid  Nithsdale  Association  portion  below  Thorn- 
hill,  as  also  on  Scour  water,  a  number  of 
sea- trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods.  '  The  Gal- 
loway RiVEEs  AND  Lochs. — On  Loch  Whiny- 
con,  off  Gatehouse,  on  Monday,  Mrs.-  Edwards 
and  Mr.  Kirk  caught  fifty-four  yellow  trout. 
Some  sea  trout  are  running,  as  also  odd  grilse. 
The  Ayrshiee  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Much  rain 
has  swollen  the  rivers,  which  have  frequently  been 
in  flood,  and  while  some  fair  creels  have  been  taken 
in  the  different  rivers  the  best  creels  have  been 
caught  on  the  lochs.  Mr.  Smellie  and  nine  other  rods 
were  out  from  the  Salutation  Hotel,  of  Carsphairn, 
,on  May  24,  and  averaged  four  dozen  yellow  trout. 
On  the  Ayr  a  number  of  anglers  have  had  fair 
sport.  Local  rods  fishing  the  Garnock  of  Kilburnie 
have  obtained  moderate  catches  -with  worm  bait 
while  the  waters  were  discoloured  with  the  rain. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlonr). — Since  the  beginning  of  this 
month  the  weather  in  this  district  has  been  very 
stormy  and  heavy  rains  have  been  prevalent.  The 
river  has  been  in  high  flood  on  two  or  three  occasions, 
but  is  now  at  a  more  normal  level.  There  are  plenty 
of  fish  in  the  river,  and  a  good  grilse  season  is  con- 
fidently expected.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water 
twelve  salmon  have  been  killed  since  May  1  by  Mr. 
H.  E.  W.  Prince,  of  Somerswood,  and  Mrs.  Blandy- 
Jenkins,  the  weights  ranging  from  71b.  to  111b., 
besides  between  twenty  and  thirty  sea-trout  weigh- 
ing up  to  3Jlb. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — With  the  improvement  in 
the  weather  sport  is  better.  The  river  is,  however, 
very  heavy,  due  to  the  recent  heavy  rains.  On  the 
Reach  water  (Mr.  Jardine's)  last  week,  Mr.  L. 
Mcfaden  killed  over  a  dozen  salmon,  while  on  the 
Tulchan  water  Mr.  McCorquodale's  party  killed 
sixteen  on  the  first  three  days  of  the  week.  From 
the  Laggan,  Carron  water  (Colonel  Grant's),  on 
May  25,  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  landed  one  of 
lOJlb. ;  and  this  day  week  one  of  121b. ;  while  from 
the  Carron  House  water,  Mr.  Grant,  fisherman,  had 
one  of  7Jlb.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water  on 
May  28  Mr.  Wm.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  two  of 
y^lb.  and  101b.  each  ;  and  on  the  Arudilly  water  on 
May  29  Mr.  G.  Shiaich,  fisherman,  had  two  salmon 
of  61b.  and  81b.,  and  a  grilse  of  3§lb.— -J.  M. 

Tay. — The  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  river  Tay 
is  now  practically  ovor.  Little  or  no  .sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  lower  beats  for  the  past  four 
weeks,  but  from  Murthly  upwards  excellent  sport 
was  maintained  for  at  least  a  fortnight  longer  than 
in  ordinary  seasons,  showing  that  the  recent  cold 


weather  Ium  been  keeping  back  the  fish.  Mr.  R.  G. 
Allan,  fishing  on  the  water  from  May  15  to  May  29, 
killed  in  all  eighteen  salmon,  his  take  for  the  past 
week  being  four  fish  of  221b  ,  201b.,  16lb.  and  131b. 
on  May  23;  one  of  141b.,  on  May  24,  another  of  141b. 
on  May  26  ;  a  grilse  of  S^lb.  on  May  28  ;  and  a  fish 
of  121b.  on  May  29.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Heavy  thunder  showers 
have  kept  this  river  in  a  very  unsettled  state,  and 
consequently  sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  it  might 
heve  been — river  rising  every  night  and  falling 
through  the  day.  Nevertheless,  good  sport  has 
been  had.  The  week's  result  being  for  three,  and 
sometimes  four,  rods  34  salmon,  weighing  4371b. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  catches: — No.  3 
Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  Arkwright,  five  fish,  121b., 
101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  S^lb.,  on  May  22.  Mr. 
Green,  four,  of  141b.,  121b.,  S^lb.  and 8^1b.,  on  May  23. 
No.  4  Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  Pople,  one  fish, 
141b.,  on  May  23.  No.  5  Beat  (River).— Mr. 
Arkwright,  two  fish,  121b.  and  9ilb.  No.  5  Beat 
(Loch  Big).— Mr.  Smith,  two  fish,  281b.  and  101b., 
on  May  26.  No.  6  Beat  (Loch  More). — Mr.  Pople, 
four  fish,  161b.,  UJlb.,  101b.,  and  8Jlb..  on  May  24, 
and  Mr.  Green,  one,  261b.,  on  May  26,  while  on 
No.  6  Beat  (River),  Alex.  Sinclair,  gillie,  had 
three,  221b.,  111b.,  111b.,  on  May  24.  No.  7  Beat 
(River). — Mr.  Green,  two,  121b.  and  101b ,  on 
May  22,  and  one,  151b.,  on  May  28.  No.  8  Beat 
(River). — Mr.  Arkwright,  two,  11  lb.  and  101b.,  on 
May  23;  Mr.  Green,  four,  141b.,  121b.,  8Jlb.,  and 
8Jlb.,  on  May  23;  and  Mr.  Pople,  one,  24lb.,  on 
May  25.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — Heavy  showers  of  rain  fell  at 
short  intervals,  and  all  the  tributaries  that  dis- 
charge into  the  lake  continued  in  high  volume 
during  the  week.  The  Bann  rose  lOin.,  and  should 
the  present  state  of  the  weather  continue  a  few 
days  longer,  it  will  reach  the  high-water  mark  of 
the  past  winter.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is 
rising,  and  sedges  are  hatching,  and  trout  are  taking 
them  freely  on  the  eddies  near  the  banks,  where 
fish  ranging  from  lib.  to  61b.  are  being  caught. 
The  cinnamon  sedge  is  accounting  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  fish.  If  the  right  shade  of  seal's  wool 
is  used  for  the  body  of  this  fly,  it  will  be  taken  by 
trout  on  lake  and  river  when  all  other  dressings  of 
sedges  are  refused.  Salmon  are  scarce  on  all  the 
sections,  and  few  are  coming  in  from  the  sea,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  first  run  has  reached  the  lake 
where  they  are  being  netted,  fifty  having  been 
caught  in  the  drought  net  that  is  used  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Maine  till  May  28.  Poor  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  all  the  reaches  only  four  fish  having 
yet  been  caught  at  Caronroe,  where  Mr.  G.  Andrews 
landed  only  one  of  141b.  and  Mr.  Musgrave  one  of 
11  lb.,  at  Kiliea  during  the  week. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  heavy  rains  put 
the  rivers  into  fine  order  this  week,  and  the 
improvement  in  the  weather  further  facilitated 
sport.  On  the  Glady,  Glenavy,  Grumlin,  Comber,  and 
other  minor  streams  large  takes  of  small  trout  were 
taken  on  bait  and  fly,  and  the  larger  rivers,  Maine, 
Similewater,  Crossgar,  etc.,  are  now  in  the  best  order. 
The  rodholders  of  the  Antrim  Road  Basin,  Belfast, 
have  decided  to  throw  open  the  basin  to  fly  fishing 
only  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday 
evenings.  The  trout  there  are  risitig  much  better. 
The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  is  trying  to  arrange 
for  a  brake  service  to  Stoneyford  Dam  on  Saturdays. 
This  reservoir  holds  very  large  trout,  but  it  is 
rather  difficult  of  access.  Generally  speaking,  spring 
trout  fishing  in  this  locality  has  been  a  failure.  The 
May  Fly  is  not  much  in  evidence. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — During 
the  past  week  Mr.  Peart  landed  two  salmon  of  27lb. 
and  13 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Gregory  two  of  241b.  and  91b. 
Some  good  trouting  was  also  enjoyed. — M.  Rogan 
&  Sons.  . 

Killarney  (Royal  Victoria  Hotel).— Sport  has 
been  fairly  good  at  salmon  on  lake  and  river,  and 
is  exhibiting  further  improvement  at  time  of 
writing.  Brown  trout,  on  favourable  days,  afforded 
good  sport,  but  no  heavy  fish  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Itough  Arrow  (Boyle) — The  dapping  on  Arrow 
commenced  on  May  22,  when  Minor  Higgins  got 
the  first  fish  of  the  season  on  Brick,  31b.  The  rise 
of  fly  was  small  up  to  May  26,  and  it  is  general 
over  the  lake  to-day  (May  30).  During  the  week 
Major  G.  M.  Hai  ding  had  a  few  fish  on  the  artificial 
fly.  On  May  25  Capt.  the  Hon.  J.  Crichtou  had 
two  (dapping) ;  the  Hon.  G.  Crichton,  two  ;  G.  Mossy 
Beresford,  two ;  Mr.  A.  Tooney,  three ;  Dr.  Allen,  two ; 
J.  A.  Acheson,  one ;  Colonel  Hewat,  three ;  Mr. 
Taylor,  three,  31b.  each  ;  G.  Acheson,  three,  largest 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Henderson,  five.  Yesterday  was  too 
stormy  to  fish  until  evening,  when  Colonel  Hewat 
had  one,  31b.  ;  G.  Acheson,  two ;  Mr.  Taylor,  one ; 
James  Gunning,  one,  Olb.  ;  Mr.  Renny,  one.  To- 
day looks  Al  for  dapping,  and  all  the  boats  are 
out. — G.  Acheson. 


Lougfh  Cnrraue,  etc  (Watecville.  oo.  Kerry). — 

On  Lough  Currane — Mr.  Norman  McMullen,  two 
salmon,  121b.  and  lO^lb.  ;  Mr.  Leonard  McMullen, 
one,  1  IJlb. ;  and  Dennis  Currane,  one,  121bs.  A 
few  sea  trout  were  had  weighing  between  IJlb.  and 
3ilb.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  been  fair  on  days 
that  were  anyway  favourable.  On  Waterville  River 
no  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  Cummeragh.  On  the  upper 
lakes,  sport  has  been  confined  to  brown  trout.  On 
the  small  mountain  lakes,  on  a  couple  of  days, 
brown  trout  rose  pretty  well. — T.  J.  D. 

Longfh  nXelvin. — Trouting  was  generally  good 
during  the  past  week  and  the  anglers  out  took  very 
decent  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  daily. 
Mr.  G.  Gallagher  landed  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  May  28 ; 
Mr.  B.  Conolly  took  two  trout  of  5i\h.  and  31b.  on 
same  day ;  and  Mr.  Daly  landed  one  salmon  of  8lb. 
on  May  26.  The  May  Fly  has  appeared  on  Loughs 
Erne  and  Melvin,  and  trout  should  be  feeding  well 
on  the  fly  in  a  few  days  from  now. — M.  Rogan  & 
Sons. 

Midd.  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Qalway). — Weather 
here  last  week  was  cold,  dark,  and  windy,  with 
much  rain,  which  caused  the  lake  to  rise  a  few 
inches.  One  angler  in  three  days  killed  twenty-five 
trout  to  his  own  rod,  averaging  1  lb.  each  (largest 
41b.),  on  the  artificial  and  May  fly.  Another  angler 
had  a  large  pike  of  321b.  Prospects  for  the  coming 
week  very  good,  as  the  May  fly  is  up. — T.  M. 

Moume  (Nevtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne,  Strule,  Derg,  Glenelly,  and  other 
streams  in  the  Newtonstewart  centre,  are  in  good 
ply  after  the  recent  spates,  which  flushed  them  out 
thoroughly.  The  temperature  has  also  risen,  and 
trout  are  rising  better  since  the  rise  of  the  flies 
improved. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  bad,  the  river  being  in  flood  with 
heavy  rains.  A  few  salmon  were  got  on  the 
minnow.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well,  a  few 
fish  being  got  on  the  fly,  and  some  baskets  of  trout 
on  Lough  Talt.  Some  good  baskets  were  got  with 
fly.  Claret  and  Olive,  on  Lough  Calla,  all  with  fly.— 
John  Devers. 

Moy,  Longha  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Uayo). — The  river  was  in  flood  since  my  last  report 
and  water  was  discoloured,  therefore  sport  was 
backward.  Captain  Johnson,  60th  King's  Royal 
Rifles,  one  salmon  12Jlb.,  and  lost  another  big 
fish;  Colonel  Raisford,  two  salmon,  131b.,  61b., 
Dr.  AUman,  one  salmon,  16lb. ;  Mr.  C.  Pits, 
two  grilse,  41b.,  3 Jib.  The  grilse  are  begin- 
ning to  come  in  big  numbers.  On  the  Loughs 
on  May  28,  Mr.  Wiggan  had  eight  trout, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Slater,  on  the  Loughs,  had  some  trout, 
largest  Iflb. ;  Mr.  Hinchliff  had  some  pike,  largest 
81b. ;  Mr.  Sefton,  two  pike,  131b.  and  15lb.  Good 
sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  is  expected  when  the 
river  clears.  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  fished  poor. 
— Pat  Hearns. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — During  the  week  a 
good  lot  of  rain  has  fallen,  but  the  weather  has 
become  somewhat  milder.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  H. 
Haynes  Lovell  killed  two  salmon,  141b.,  3 6 Jib. ; 
Lord  Massey,  one  salmon,  221b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  39Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  39|lb.  ;  Mr. 
T.  Brooke  killed  one  salmon,  I7jlb.  On  the 
Summerhill  fishery  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one 
salmon,  34|lb. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon 
10:Jlb.  On  Doonass  the  fisherman  killed  three 
salmon,  151b.,  161b.,  13|lb.  On  Woodlands  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon,  29Jlb.  —  J. 
Enbight  &  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Mr. 
J.  T.  Malpass  and  Mr.  F.  Houghton  have  made 
large  bags  of  lake  trout  on  Lough  Derg  this  week. 
Their  total  from  May  21  to  May  29  amounted  in 
weight  to  132 Jib.  The  bags  of  salmon  made  on 
Mr.  Mitchell's  water  have  also  been  very  good. 
May  23,  Mr.  Sidney  Mitchell  had  four  salmon,  231b., 
221b.,  171b.,  171b. ;  May  24,  on  same  water, 
Mr.  Boossey,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  May  25, 
Mr.  Sidney  Mitchell,  one,  14lb.,  Mr.  Boossey, 
151b. ;  May  26,  Mr.  Mitchell,  one  grand  fish, 
311b. ;  May  27,  one  141b. ;  May  28,  one  151b. ;  Mr. 
Boossey,  one  141b.  ;  May  29,  Mr.  Mitchell  two,  l4lb. 
and  141b.  The  grilse  are  just  beginning  to  show  on 
Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley's  preserves  above  the  bridge, 
which  Mr.  Somers  Somerset  has  rented  until  the 
end  of  Juno  next.  This  gentleman  has  been  joined 
here  to-day  by  his  wife  (the  Lady  Catherine 
Somerset). — S.  J.  Harley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
Another  very  disappointing  week  on  the  Westmeath 
Lakes.  Since  the  wind  changed  from  the  east  it 
has  been  nothing  but  a  succession  of  miniature 
storms,  with  an  abundance  of  rain.  Monday, 
May  28,  was  the  only  genial  angling  day  we  had, 
but  trout  rose  very  badly,  and  I  think  three  fish 
per  boat  was  about  the  best  capture  of  the  day. 
Mr.  A.  Pittis  had  one  trout  of  51b.    The  Green 
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INSECT 
BITES. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
iViidges. 

PRYOR'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 


A  BOON  TO^NGLERS. 

DIRECTIONS.— Four  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 

THE   EFFECT  OF   ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


In  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKEMHAM,  KENT. 

>PECiAL  Agents  : 

HARDY  BROS., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 


jS^ts  , 

BY  A  GENTLEMAN,  49, 

A  Rod  on  Good  Salmon  River, 

IRELAND,  SCOTLAND,  or  NORWAY, 
IN  AUaUST. 

Would  be  prepared  to  make  one  of  party. 
— Address,  "D.",  c/o  W.  H.  T.  Little- 
boy,  Hooknorton. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers- 

"ESCO  WHEAT 


FINEST     SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY 
SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 

Five  reasons  WHY  it  should  be  used :— 

BECAUSE  it  is  the  most  killinK  bail. 
BECAUSE  it  adheres  to  the  hook. 
BECAUSE  it  is  tlrm  and  soft. 
BECAUSE  it  is  regular  in  nhu. 
BECAUSE  it  is  perfect  in  cmdition  and 
colour,  nnd  will  keep  any  lengtli  of  time 


Price  II- 

Cash  or  Order. 


per  bag. 

Post  Free. 


/irfrfress. -Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blackfpiars,  London,  S.E 


SALMON  FISHING 

(CAITHNESS-SHIRE). 

ONE  OR  TWO  RODS  TO  LET 

on  River  Thurso  and  Loch  More,  by  the 
week,  from  now  till  end  of  June.  Fishing 
restricted  to  fly.  Rent  moderate.  Plenty 
of  Fish.  —  Apply  to  P.  D.  Malloch, 
Estate  Agent,  Perth. 


AoK'lers  wiahln?  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Vox  FUhlnK'  the  Cam,  Ouse,  Ao., 

SHOULD  U)VBETISK  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreif :  p,  M«rk«t  Hill,  LCambrldK*. 


No.  602  "NAPANOCH" 

SPORTSMAN'S  Tool  Kit. 

$2.25  each. 

Most  Useful.  Warranted.  Made  in  America. 


With  more  or  less  frequency  almost  every  one 
has  use  for  a  Knife,  Reamer,  File,  Saw,  Chisel, 
or  Screw  Driver,  and  this  outfit  is  practical,  yet 
so  small,  being  contained  in  a  Leather  Pocket 
Book,  ii  X  3i  inches,  that  the  owner,  by  carrying 
it  in  his  pocket,  always  has  it  at  hand  for 
immediate  use,  whether  Camping,  Boating, 
Teaming,  Driving;  in  the  Ship,  Factory, 
Office,  Store,  Warehouse,  Automobile;  on 
the  Farm,  Bicycle,  or  around  the  Home. 

Any  Tool  firmly  attached  or  detached  to  the 
Pocket  Knife  in  a  second. 

Sent  post  free  for  money  order  for  10s.  to  any 
address  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

C.  W.  BURTON,  GRIFFITHS  &  CO. 
Ludgate  Square,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  34,  St.  .James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


A  Novel  and  Useful 

CAST  POUCH 


□PEN 


EVERY  TACKLE  DEALER  SHOULD  TRY  IT. 

Cun  he  obtiiined  throiiyli  ati  j/  Wholemtlc 
House  Of  from— 

RICHARD  WHEATLEY  &  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Makers,  BIRMINGHAM, 

WORMS  and  other  BAITS 

Packed  in  Moss,  fiesli  daily.  Brandlings, 
Maidkndews,  Maksh,  &c.,  300,  1/6  ;  500,  2/-; 
1000,  3/6.  Large  Lobs  for  Salmon  Fishing,  1/6 
per  100.  All  carriage  paid.  The  trade  supplied. 
Address— T.  HOLMES,  10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

5)eut8cbe  ♦  . 
Hnglersettung, 


Pdblished  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANQLINQ  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Bemi-Monthly.  Porei^  Awnnal  Bnbioriptioii,  m,  B, 

F.  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  Neuenburger  St.  14a. 


pears 
Soap 

Specially  Recominended  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


Box  sent  Post  Free  for  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

ESPECIAL  NAILS  I 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


(0 

Ui  For  Fishing  and  ^ 
Ci  Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
^        and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, 
LONDON,  S.E. 


To  Hotels  and  Fishing 
Tackle  Dealei*Sm 


A    FINE  SPECIMEN  PIKE, 

Weight  when  caught,  25  lbs. ;  set  up  by 
W.  F.  Homer,  London.  £6  or  nearest 
offer. — W.  H.  Wbight,  Tutnalls,  Lyduey, 
Gloucestershire. 

ATKINSON  &  SONS 

LANCASTER. 

Specialities  ... 

W.  A.'s  improved  Quill  MlnnOW,  none 
like  it,  1/6.    With  Trace,  2/-  post  free. 

W.  A.'s  Cast  of  Hackle  Flies,  three 
Flies  on  Spin  Hair  Top,  9d.each.  As  used 
by  W.  A.  himself.    Half  dozen  post  free. 

Real  Dotterell  Flies,  2s.  doz.  One 
or  two  Skins,  IDs.  6d.  each. 

WbITE  fob  iLLtrSTBATED  LiST. 

THE  ROD  CENTURY, 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD, 

Double  brazed,  two  tops,  snake  rings, 
balanced  handle,  highest  class  finish, 
10,  lOJ,  11  or  12  ft. 

Price    -    -    10s.  6d. 

With  Cork  Handle,  12s,  6d. 

This  Rod  defies  competition  as  far  as 

value  and  finish  are  concerned. 
No  toy  shop  trash,  but  reliable  goods 
only  sold  by 

r*.  VOLETXt^  Practical  Angler, 
9,  HIGH  STREET,  BLOOMSBURY. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lanoewood,  Ash, 
Biroh,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Frlcc  Lists  on  application. 


CI- XI       X.  s  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSQILL,  U,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


WE5TLET 
RIC:n/1Rb5 


AND  CO.  LTD., 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  lo 


HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Corinaughi. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


Westley  Richards  beg  to  announce 
a  new  and  interesting 

Catalogue 

of  High-Class 

Angliag  Specialities. 

Part  of  Contents : , 

"  Scientific  Rod  Building,  , 
to  curve  ordinates." 

"Notes  on  Gut,  with  instructive  en- 
larged micro-photographs." 

"Mr.  Halford's  Floating  Flies 
and  May  Flies,  including 
1904  patterns." 

Westley  Richards'  Rods, 

whether  of  Single  Built  Cane,  Double 
Built  Cane,  or  of  Greenheart,  are 
unsurpassed  in  quality  of  material  and 
care  of  construction  and  finish  in 
all  details. 

FLY  ROD, 

as  made  for  Walter  M.  GalHchan,  Esq., 
Author  of  "Fishing  in  Derbyshire," 

"  Fishing  in  Wales," 
and  a  well-known  contributor  lo 
The  Field,  etc. 

2-Joint  10  ft.  Built  Cane,  Lockfast 

Joints,  JB5. 
If  with  one  top  only,    £3  10  O 

This  is  a  stiff  rod  with  silk  bindings 
at  close  intervals  to  secure  the 
proper  pacing  of  the  rod.  The  butt 
is  fitted  with  Agate  rings,  which 
in  conjunction  with  the  agate  end 
ring  are  a  great  assistance  in  shoot- 
ing the  line. 

Westley  Richards' 

3-Joint  Built  Cane 


Dry  Fly  Rods, 

Lockfast  Joint,  Agate  Rings.  Higlu  1 
Quality,  JB4  17  6 

BADEN-POWELL  FLY  ROD, 

Built  of  split  cane  to  curve  ordinate;., 
2  tops  and  top  case    -    £3  12  C 

Westley  Richards'  "  Silver  Scale ' 

2  -  Joint  Greenheart  Rod.  Best 
Workmanship,  Lockfast  Joint,  22  C 

The  "  Rexo Double  Tapered 
Trout  Line,  35  yards  -    -  11/8 


UNBLEACHED    GUT.  | 


Casts  from  9d. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Telegrams  : — "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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Drake  has  not  become  general  over  the  lakes  as 
yet,  and  when  the  flies  become  more  in  evidence, 
especially  across  the  deep  water,  sport  will  probably 
improve.  The  weather  has  put  on  its  worst 
behaviour,  and  is  anything  but  inspiriting  or 
summerlike. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanz  (May  26). — The  present  week  com- 
menced with  gloomy,  cloudy  days  and  constant 
fine  rain  with  occasional  sunny  breaks,  but  rarely. 
Consequently  the  streams  were  found  full  and 
dirty,  and  only  an  occasional  trout  rising.  The 
temperature  also  fell  from  a  more  than  genial 
warmth  to  coolness,  requiring  afternoon  fires 
indoors.  These  conditions  retarded  the  May  Fly 
rise,  and  sport  there  has  been  none  heard  of  worth 
noting.  To-day  it  is  again  raining,  but  this  will 
have  the  result  of  washing  down  much  of  the 
remaining  snow,  and  bringing  in  such  fishing  as 
may  be  expected  during  the  May  Fly  Carnival  of 
1906. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BalliuBkelligfs. — Sea  fishing  has  been  suspended 
here  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  consequence 
of  stormy  weather  and  a  very  high  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (oo.  Kerry). — Sea  fishing  has  .been 
at  a  standstill  here  for  several  days  owing  to  wet 
and  boisterous  weather.  On  May  29  fishing  was 
resumed  with  fair  success. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  wild  weather  that  we 
experienced  some  little  time  back  nothing  in  the 
way  of  boat  fishing  was  done  worth  mention. 
Messrs.  J.  T.  King  and  George  Gravestock,  B.S.A.S., 
fished  in  the  bay  with  T.  Upton  on  May  19,  and 
took  two  and  a  half  score  of  dabs  (heaviest,  1  lb.) 
and  two  uss  dogs.  On  May  25,  Mr.  Frank  Haig. 
out  with  Dick  Riley,  had  one  and  a  half  score  of 
flatfish,  one  plaice  weighing  31b.,  and  two  uss  dogs. 
Several  ray  and  thornback  have  been  taken  lately, 
and  on  May  27  one  of  our  gaOey-puiits  went  along- 
side of  a  schooner  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Downs, 
and  to  the  boatmen's  astonishment  actually  saw 
four  ray,  the  largest  about  201b.,  which  had  been 
caught  by  the  schooner's  crew,  using  fat  pork  for 
bait.  The  tides  suit  well  for  boat  fishing  this  week- 
end and  part  of  next,  and  with  fine  weather  and 


mixture  of  baits — such  as  mackerel,  fresh  herring, 
and  lug,  if  these  can  all  be  procured — my  opinion 
is  there  will  be  decent  sport. — Edwabd  Hanger. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Very  poor  results  have  been 
obtained  by  pier  anglers  lately,  probably  owing  to 
the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water.  Poutings  in 
large  numbers  have  daily  formed  the  majority  of 
the  catches,  though  a  few  dogfish  have  occasionally 
been  taken  upon  mackerel  bait.  On  May  25,  Mr.  P. 
C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Manico,  Mr.  Band,  Mr. 
Tress,  and  Mr;  Cl^pp  fished  the  greater  part  of 
the  day  with  very  slight  success,  and  boat  fishing 
also  proved  very  poor,  the  only  notable  catch 
being  a  31b.  plaice  taken  by  Mr.  Haig.  May  26 
yielded  badly  in  the  morning,  but  in  the  afternoon 
Mr.  Schulz  and  some  half-dozen  other  gentlemen 
made]  fair  catches  of  dabs  and  pouting,  and  one 
plaice  was  also  included  in  the_day's  catch.  Messrs. 
White  and  Band  were  very  busy  among  the  pouting 
early  on  the  following  day,  and  during  later  hours 
Mr.  Drawbridge,  Mr.  Cleaver,  Mr.  Finnis,  and  Mr. 
Sheppard  experienced  a  little  sport  with  small  fry, 
and  Mr.  Drawbridge  captured  the  first  pollack  of 
the  season,  totally  blind  but  in  splendid  conditio"h  ; 
taken  upon  lugworm  while  that  gentleman  was 
bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Shorey  had  a  good  boat  catch 
on  this  day,  landing  in  the  afternoon  with  two  score 
of  pouting  and  a  large  codling.  May  28  brought 
out  a  goodly  array  of  pier  anglers,  including  Mr. 
T.  J.  Walter,  Mr.  E.  A.  Oliver,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Puokridge,  Mr.  Bushnell,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Turner, 
Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Adams.  The  day's  catch 
proved,  however,  very  meagre,  little  else  but  small 
poutings  '■  being  taken,  with  an  occasional  dab  or 
pla  ice.  Mr.  and  Master  Ciapp  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Hackett 
joined  ,the  pier  ranks  on  May  29,  and  together 
with  many  other  sportsmen  bagged  large  numbers 
of  poutings  but  scarcely  anything  else,  the  water  all 
day  being  exceptionally  clear  and  bright.  Mr. 
Cutbush,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flood,  and  Mr.  McCann  put 
in  an  appearance  on  May  30,  and  the  latter  gentle- 
man secured  several  nurse-dogs  upon  mackerel  bait, 
but   the   day's  catch  was  very  indifferent. — J. 

RiCHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penianoe. — The  weather  has  improved  and  a  few 
boats  have  been  out ;  sport  moderate.  Whiffing 
for  pollock  and  mackerel,  catches  twenty  down  per 
boat.     Ground    fishing    yesterday.   Boatman  C. 


Barnes  caught  four  pollack,  one  conger,  one  ling, 
one  ray,  one  crawfish,  three  pouting,  ten  various 
small  fish.  Rod  fishing  from  piers,  sport  moderate. 
—J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.8.). 

Flymoutli. — The  weather  seems  about  to  change, 
and  some  fine  days  are  expected.  The  glass  is 
rising  steadily,  and  fishermen  will  make  good  use 
of  the  opportunity.  Some  fine  bass  are  being  taken 
in  the  Hamoaze — in  fact,  all  up  and  down  the 
Tamar  they  are  to  be  seen.  A  friend  of  mine  had 
a  good  catch  a  few  days  ago.  Five  of  the  bass 
weighed  15lb.  lOoz.  He  said  they  were  very  thick 
about  Newpassage  and  the  Defiance — in  fact,  all 
over  the  river.  I  expect  so  many  ships  in  harbour 
at  the  present  time  and  all  more  or  less  throwing 
over  offal  there  is  good  feeding  for  them.  The 
best  bait  is  the  baby  sand-eel  (black  india-rubber). 
Pollack  are  at  the  usual  places  in  the  Sound  and 
also  in  Firestone  Bay.  Pouting  can  be  caught  by 
the  score  off  the  White  Patch  under  the  Hoe.  The 
mullet  are  feeding  still  in  the  Millbay  Docks,  and 
give  good  sport,  especially  early  mornings. — 
William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Bamsg^ate. — Very  little  fishing  was  done  during 
the  week-end  owing  to  the  indLSerent  weather. 
On  May  28  and  29,  several  rods  tried  the  harbour 
and  the  Inner  basin,  getting  some  decent  flounders 
and  a  few  silver  eels,  the  latter  now  being  well  on 
the  move.  On  May  30,  Mr.  David  Pine,  out  with 
Miller,  brought  in  a  nice  string  of  flounders  and 
dabs,  lobster  and  a  very  fine  edible  crab  of  about 
41b.  Wet  has  set  in,  and  the  outlook  for  the  week- 
end is  not  promising  for  holiday  anglers.  It  will  be 
high  water  at  8.30  on  Sunday,  June  3. — Gbey 
Mcjllett. 

Weymoatli. — The  weather  has  been  rough  lately , 
and  all  against  sea  angling,  although  the  fishermen 
with  their  nets  have  been  very  busy  lately,  some 
large  catches  of  mackerel  having  been  taken.  The 
best  catch  in  the  harbour  has  been  a  fine  bass 
of  41b.  14oz.  by  Mr.  Bleathman,  one  night  last 
week.  Several  small  ones,  also  pollack,  have  been 
taken  on  the  rod,  while  in  the  Backwater  some  fair 
size  flounders  have  been  captured.  A  lot  of  eels 
were  caught  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  they 
run  small.  The  weather  is  improving,  and  prospects 
for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  are  favourable. — 
Chas.  J.  Russell,  W.A.A- 
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NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  telegrams  from  the  various  districts  this 
week  appear  to  be  of  a  very  satisfactory  nature. 
The  Namsen  district  report  states  that  fish  are 
running  into  the  river,  and  that  it  is  now  in  order. 
The  Trondhjem  district  report  states  that  fish  are 
being  caught  at  the  mouth,  and  water  right  size. 
The  Bergen  district  report  states  that  the  weather 
there  is  mild,  and  rivers  all  getting  into  order  for 
fishing.  The  Mandal  district :  Fine  weather,  water 
right.  If  the  present  warm  spell  spreads  across 
the  North  Sea  the  prospects  of  sport  should  be 
exceedingly  good,  and  taking  the  season  on  an 
average  it  should  be  an  early  one,  comparatively 
speaking. — James  Dowell,  Lumley  House. 


SAD  DEATH   OF  A  FISHERMAN. 


Angldstg  visitors  to  Castleconnell  will  regret  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  a  well-known  local  fisherman, 
Patrick  Tucker.  The  deceased  was  for  many  years 
chief  fisherman  to  the  late  Captain  Spencer  Vansit- 
tart,  and  has  latterly  been  employed  on  the  Wood- 
lands water.  On  May  25  he  was  engaged  at  his 
occupation,  and  his  employer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill, 
had  hooked  and  played  a  salmon  which  was 
brought  up  to  be  gaffed.  Just  as  the  second  fisher- 
man had  gaffed  and  brought  the  fish  into  the  boat, 
the  deceased  fell  backwards  off  the  seat  of  the  boat 
and  expired  immediately.  The  large  and  repre- 
sentative assemblage  that  followed  his.  remains  to 
the  grave  was  ample  testimony  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 


A  LARGE  nimiber  of  members  and  friends  attended 
the  thirty-eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bed- 
ford-square, on  May  23.  Mr.  Philip  Geen  presided 
and  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
reception  was  held  in  the  Piscatorial  Room,  and, 
after  a  tour  of  inspection  round  the  specimen  cases, 
dinner  was  announced  in  the  adjoining  dining-room. 
The  dinner  committee  must  be  congratulated  on 
their  arrangements  and  menu,  which  left  nothing  to 
be  desired,  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  (director  of  cere- 
monies) proving  a  past  master  in  the  art  of  making 
visitors  happy  and  comfortable. 

The  chairman,  having  given  the  toast  of  "The 
King"  and  permission  to  introduce"  Lady  Nicotine," 
the  musical  portion  of  the  programme  was  proceeded 
with.  Miss  Mary  Henderson  gave  "  Happy  Song" 
in  her  usual  charming  manner,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Chap- 
man (the  society's  musical  director)  amused  his 
audience  with  his  merry  wit  and  topical  touches. 
Mr.  Will  Ballard  caused  much  merriment  with  his 
humorous  songs,  whilst  Mr.  K.  Wachsman  (violin), 
Mr.  E.  Cant  (cornet),  and  Mr.  Neville  Lloyd  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  pleasure  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  Philip  Geen,  in  an  eloquent  speech,  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  "  The  Highbury  Angling  Society." 
Lack  of  space  alone  forbids  its  being  given  in 
extenso.  Full  of  humour,  pathos,  and  interspersed 
with  anecdote,  it  was  greeted  with  frequent  applause 
and  loud  laughter.  Mr.  Geen  gave  a  resume  of  his 
long  connection  with  anglers  and  angling.  He  ex- 
tolled the  high  standard  which  the  Highbury  anglers 
had  attained,  and  remarked  that  our  sport  had 
followers,  from  Royalty  to  Waxy  the  cobbler, 
and  from  His  Grace  the  Bishop  to  the  meekest 
curate.  He  spoke  of  Statesmen,  Judges,  Magis- 
trates, Lawyers,  Clergymen,  Journalists,  Doctors, 
et  hoc  genua  omnea,  and  after  speaking  in  high 
praise  of  the  hon.  sec.  and  officers  of  the  society, 
gave  "  Continued  Success  to  the  Highbury  Angling 
Society." 

Mr.  George  Rayner  (hon.  secretary  to  the  society), 
in  responding  to  the  toast,  pointed  out  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  put  a  tax  on  the  food  or  enjoyment 
of  his  listeners  by  inflicting  a  long  speech,  and 
briefly  gave  an  account  of  some  of  the  achievements 
of  the  past  season.  The  society,  he  stated,  had  for 
some  years  been  trying  to  obtain  a  first-class  trout 
fishery  for  the  members,  and  at  last  he  was  able  to 
state  that  a  water  had  been  obtained,  which,  if  not 
the  best,  was  one  of  the  best  rented  by  any  London 
society.  This  water,  in  addition  to  the  four  miles  of 
the  Dorsetshire  Stoiir,  one  of  the  best  coarse  fishing 
rivers  in  England,  should  prove  an  attraction  to  a 
number  of  ardent  anglers,  who,  as  members  of  the 
"  Highbury,"  would  be  able  to  secure  advantages 
which,  as  unattached  individuals,  they  would  be 
unable  to  obtain. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  in  proposing  "  Th«  Press," 
extolled  the  many  virtues  of  the  angling  Press  in 
particular.  As  secretary  of  the  Anglerf?  Associa- 
tion be  carae  in  contact  continually  with  it,  and 


mentioned  the  many  favours  that  were  at  all  times 
accorded  to  the  Highbury  and  the  Ajiglers'  Asso- 
ciation. Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  ")  re- 
sponded. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  proposed  "The  Chairman,"  and 
stated  how  delighted  the  society  was  to  see  Mr. 
Geen  in  the  Highbury  club-rooms  ;  his  writings, 
however,  had  preceded  him,  and  he  was  better  known 
to  the  members  of  the  society  than  perhaps  he 
thought.  Mr.  Hudd  referred  to  the  excellent  work 
done  by  Mr.  Geen  for  the  Association  and  anglers 
generally,  and  knew  that  he  was  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  whole  society  when  he  stated  that  in 
tlTeir  chairman  they  had  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 

Mr.  Geen  having  responded,  tlie  proceedings  ter- 
minated with  tlie  National  Anthem.     Hon.  Sec. 


Jlssoctafiotts,  etc* 


Anglebs'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  Cripple- 
gate  Institute,  Barbican,  E.G.,  on  Monday,  May  21, 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  occupying 
the  chair.  Forty-nine  societies  were  represented. 
From  the  minutes  of  the  committee  meeting  it  is 
shown  that  two  new  societies  have  been  enrolled — 
namely,  the  Archer  A.S.,  of  Lion  and  Keys, 
High-road,  Leyton,  and  the  Willesden  Jimction 
P.S.,  of  the  Willesden  Institute,  N.W.  The  same 
minutes  also  showed  that  the  resolution  referred 
back  to  the  committee  by  the  delegates  had  been 
dealt  with,  and  a  fuller  mterpretation  had  been 
given,  which  when  brought  before  the  meeting 
for  confirmation  was  imanimously  carried.  The 
visiting  officers  have  at  this  time  of  year  little  to 
report.  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  gave  A.B.S.  report. 
Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray  and  the  Secretary  reported  on 
the  National  Federation  of  Anglers'  Conference, 
held  at  Leeds  on  May  5,  from  which  it  was  gathered 
that  the  Federation  are  of  opinion  that  the  present 
fishery  laws  are  far  from  satisfactory,  and  require 
much  alteration.  Five  members  of  the  conference 
were  elected  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject, 
to  report  quarterly  on  the  progress  made,  and 
submit  a  digest  of  the  whole  of  the  laws  at  next 
annual  meeting.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  at  the  close  of  the 
business  on  the  Federation  agenda,  asked  per- 
mission to  lay  before  the  members  the  offer  made 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Mirror  of  providing 
a  silver  cup  and  gold  medals,  to  be  fished  for  by 
teams  from  large  angling  centres.  The  Federation 
were  unanimously  in  favour  of  accepting  the  offer 
providing  the  contest  was  limited  to  associations 
federated,  it  being  pointed  out  that  the  cost  to 
federate  is  very  small,  the  subscription  being  10s. 
per  1000  members  ;  there  is  no  entrance  fee  to  be 
paid  by  the  teams  contesting.  The  association's 
annual  dinner  is  to  be  held  on  Thursday,  June  21, 
at  the  Saracen's  Head  Hotel,  Snow-hill,  Holborn, 
E.C.  Great  satisfaction  was  given  us  there  last  year. 
We  hope  to  do  better  this,  as  Thursday  is  to  bp  the 
day  as  against  Saturday.  Tickets,  3s.  6d.  each., 
may  be  obtained  of  the  stewards,  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Barber,  F.  A.  Gray,  or — R.  G.  Woodrutf. 

AnGlO-FrENCH  PiSOATORIALS. 

On  May  30,  Mr.  A.  Abrahams  in  the  chair,  it  was 
decided  to  hold  the  first  competition  of  the  season 
at  Yalding  on  June  24  (usual  club  conditions). 
Some  valuable  prizss  have  been  offered  by  Messrs. 
R.  Jacobs,  G.  Isaacs,  C.  Franco,  A.  Abrahams,  and 
M.  Monniot,  and  others  are  promised.  There  are 
three  prizes  offered  for  ladies,  value  five  guineas, 
three  guineas,  and  one  guinea,  presented  by  Messrs. 
Claverie,  Petis,  and  Fischer.  The  successful  anglers 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams,  who,  in  two  days' 
fishing  at  Newhaven,  captured  on  the  Sunday  over 
801b.  of  dabs  and  wee  vers,  and  on  the  Monday  (in 
four  hours)  over  lOOlb.  of  good  fish.  There  will  be 
no  meeting  on  Wednesday  next, — R.  Jacobs,  Hon. 
Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  May  23  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was  in 
the  chair.  Three  nominations  for  membership  were 
put  forward.  The  chairman,  who  with  Mr.  H.  Adams 
had  attended  the  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  to 
the  Anglers'  Association  on  May  21,  gave  a  report 
of  the  proceedings,  and  was  suitably  thanked.  A 
committee  meeting  was  held  on  May  29,  Mr.  Barnes 
presiding,  when  certain  proposed  alterations  in  the 
rules  were  discussed  and  got  ready  for  submission  to 
the  annual  general  meeting  on  May  31  ;  other 
matters  of  business  were  also  transacted.  On  May  26, 
at  Harefield,  Mr.  Barnes  secured  a  pretty  little  trout 
of  1  lb.  6oz.,  which  he  kindly  set  at  liberty  again. 
As  June  16  is  close  at  hand,  members  are  reminded 
that  an  early  application  to  the  secretary  for  privi- 
lege tickets  will  ensure  an  early  delivery.  The 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Jime  14  at  London 
headquarters,  at  7.30  p.m.,  and  the  secretary  will  be  , 


glad  to  hear  from  members  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
intend  to  be  present. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  Waltonian  evening — good,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word — was  that  of  Tuesday  last?  (May  29),  the 
occasion  of  a  Bohemian  concert,  very  successfully 
held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  under  the  efficient 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Green,  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox 
being  musical  director.  The  progranrune  was  a  very 
fine  one,  and  Mr.  Cox  may  be  congratulated  on 
having  organised  what  was  positively  the  best 
concert  the  society  has  yet  held.  The  attendance 
was  very  good — not  a  seat  unoccupied — and  the 
many  delightful  items  proved  so  entrancing  that  a 
long  evening  seemed  all  too  short  for  enjoyment. 
The  magnificent  rendering  of  part  singing  and 
choruses  by  the  Avondale  Concert  Party  would  have 
made  any  entertainment  successful,'  but,  reiniorced 
as  this  was  by  so  many  other  good  things,  the  success 
was  simply  overwhelming.  Of  individual  artistes  a 
word  or  two  must  be  said  of  Miss  M.  Smith  and  Miss 
Gibbs,  who  sang  a  very  pretty  duet  most  delight- 
fully ;  whilst  the  charming  songs  of  Miss  Donovan 
and  Miss  McGrath  gave  unqualified  plesisure  ;  Mr. 
Bergmann,  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin,  and  Mr.  Reeves  ac- 
quitted themselves  well  ;  and  the  fine  playing  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall — solos  and  duets  for  'cello  and 
violin — was  much  appreciated,  as  was  a  capital 
recitation  by  Mr.  Kilby  ;  Mr.  Barrett  at  the  piano 
being  admirable  throughout.  There  remains  only  to 
add  the  really  good  humorous  songs,  duets,  banjo, 
etc.,  of  i Messrs.  Pearson,  Taperell,  and  Edwards, 
every  item  delightfully  funny.  Needless  to  say,  the 
many  encores  throughout  the  evening  were  very  well 
deserved,  and  a  most  enjoyable  entertainment 
closed  with  enthusiastic  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
artistes,  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  and  the  chairman,  the  two 
last  with  musical  honours,  the  National  Anthem 
being  the  grand  finale.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Tuesday  (June  5). — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
May  29,  when  Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner  read  a  short  but 
most  able  and  interesting  paper  on  the  "  May  Fly." 
One  would  at  first  blush  imagine  that  this  is  a 
subject  on  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  say 
anything  new,  but  if  the  facts  presented  by  Mr. 
Turner  were  not  altogether  novel,  they  were 
brought  forward  in  such  an  interesting  and 
attractive  manner  that  they  appeared  to  pos- 
sess this  characteristic.  The  paper  was  too 
well  illustrated  with  natural  and  artificial  speci- 
mens, and  it  was  by  no  means  difficult  to  imagine 
oneself  playing  a  three-poimder,  so  vivid  were  the 
scenes  portrayed.  Mr.  Turner  was  warmly  thanked 
for  his  effort  to  instruct  and  amuse.  Some  excel- 
lently-tied specimens  of  flies  suitable  for  wet  fishing 
were  shown  by  Mr.  Thonger.  These  were  capital 
imitations  of  the  first  batch  of  a  collection  of 
natural  flies  which  Mr.  Pryce  is  at  present  engaged 
in  making.  Some  very  fair  reports  from  Chesham 
were  handed  in,  the  fortunate  captors  being  Mr. 
H.  S.  Saunders,  who  took  trout,,  up  to  IJlb.,  and  Mr. 
Pryce,  who  secured  some  of  over  1  lb.  amongst  the 
number  taken  in  an  afternoon's  fishing. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  and  reported  having  taken  several  good 
fish  on  the  Lambourn.  Messrs.  Poole  and  Moseley 
had  good  sport  on  the  Itchen,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Dunn 
took  a  sizeable  trout  at  Uxbridge.  May  Flies  had 
been  seen  at  the  latter  place,  and  also  on  the  Itchen 
and  at  Newbury.  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  is  having  a 
second  big  roach  of  21b.  loz.  cased  with  the  one  of 
21b.  2oz.  which  he  presented  to  the  society  some 
months  back,  and  in  a  few  days  the  exhibit  will  be 
hung  in  the  museum. — Hon.  Sec. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  p.  Isaac,  president,  presided  at  the  annual 
general  meeting  last  Monday,  when  the  report  and 
balance-sheet  were  adopted  and  officers  elected  for 
the  present  season.  The  chairman  congratulated 
the  society  on  its  progress,  and  the  hon.  secretary 
reported  the  capture  of  eleven  trout  up  to  date 
from  the  private  water.  At  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
F.  W.  Peart  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Chess  River 
Trout  Farm,  Chorley  Wood,  by  the  hon.  bailiff  and 
hon.  secretary,  a  most  enjoyable  and  instructive 
afternoon  being  spent ;  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  transfer  of  2000  6in.  rainbow  trout  (the  gift  of 
the  above  member  to  the  society),  which  will  take 
place  to-day  (June  2),  when  they  will  be  placed  in 
the  society's  water  at  Rickmansworth.  Members 
are  requested  to  be  in  attendance.  Negotiations  are 
proceeding  satisfactorily  for  the  leasing  of  a  piece  of 
water  well  known  to  the  founders  of  the  society  ;  also 
with  a  neighbouring  piscatorial  society  for  permis- 
sion to  be  granted  to  our  members  to  angle  over  a 
mile  of  their  water.  Next  committee  meeting,  Jun^ 
5,  nine  o'clock. — A.  E-  J, 
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0  June,  O  June,  that  we  desirid  so. 
Across  the  river  thy  soft  breezes  blow. 
Sweet  with  the  scent  of  beanfields  far  away, 
Above  our  heads  rustle  the  aspens  gray. 
Calm  is  the  sky  with  harmless  dotids  beset. 
No  thought  of  storm  the  morning  vexes  yet. 

— W.  MOBRIS. 


In  another  column  a  detailed  account  is  given  of 
the  "Ladies'  Night"  at  the  City  of  London  Pisca- 
torial Society,  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The 
C.L.P.S.  has  become  famous  for  its  really  excellent 
entertainments,  lectures,  readings,  lantern  shows, 
microscopic  exhibitions,  etc.,  but  the  entertainment 
of  Tuesday  last,  thanks  to  the  energy  of  Mr.  Cox, 
by  far  excelled  anything  ever  attempted  by  the 
society. 


"  Mb.  C.  H.  Tayi,Ob,  of  Wroxham,  Norfolk,  writes  : 
— "  I  sampled  the  roach  on  May  27  in  the  Bure  to 
ascertain  their  condition,  and  foimd  them  abso- 
lutely bloated  with  spawn,  and  apparently  not  yet 
seeking  the  sides  of  the  river,  which  they  do  in 
thousands  as  soon  as  general  spawning  commences. 
Althovigh  it  does  no  particular  harm  to  catch  them, 
if  they  are  carefully  returned  to  the  water  at  once,  it 
cannot  be  regarded  as  sportsmanlike  to  retain  them, 
and  it  would  be  far  better  if  all  club  contests  on 
these  waters  were  deferred  until  nearly  July,  before 
which  time,  in  the  Bure,  at  any  rate,  they  will  not 
be  fit  to  be  retained.  Two  bream  I  took,  of  about 
IJlb.  and  |lb.,  showed  no  trace  of  spawn,  but  I  am 
not  aware  at  about  what  size  one  would  expect 
spawning  to  commence  with  these  fish,  probably  not 
much  under  2^1b.  or  3lb.  I  could  not  ascertain  the 
condition  of  perch,  but  they  are  usually  earlier  than 
roach.  Dace  in  the  upper  waters  are  again  in  fair 
trim,  though  a  bit  thin  as  yet,  and  one  comes  across 
individual  fish  very  rough  and  poor.  Except  for 
these  fish,  I  do  not  think  that,  for  those  who  like 
properly-conditioned  fish,  the  prospects  can  be  said 
to  be  very  good  for  Whitsuntide  angling,  as  trout 
fishing  and  even  good  dace  fishing  is  becoming 
yearly  more  difficult  of  access'in  Norfolk — indeed, 
to  the  '  outsider  '  trout-fishing  here_may  now  be 
regarded  as  nil."  ,  , 


Mrs.  Havelock  Ellis,  author  of  "My  Cornish 
Neighbours,"  will  lecture  on  "  Edward  Carpenter," 
at  St.  Bride  Institute,  on  June  7,  at  8.30.  She  will 
include  illustrative  readings.  Tickets  may  be  had 
of  Edwin  Drew,  Amusement  office,  7,  Whitefriars- 
street,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 


President  E.  Roberts,  A.M.I.C.E.,  F.I.  Inst., 
most  ably  presided  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
CoUingwood  Anglers  on  Monday  evening.  May  28, 
supported  by  a  large  and  influential  company.  Host 
Wiles,  who,  by  the  way,  provided  an  excellent  repast, 
is  a  most  energetic  member  of  the  club,  is  deservedly 
very  popular.  The  chairman,  who  had  a  long  pro- 
gramme to  get  through  in  a  short  time,  once  more 
illustrated  his  aptitude  for  accomplishing  the  task. 
In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  CoUingwood  Angling 
Society,"  he  congratulated  them  upon  their  progress, 
and  upon  their  soimd  financial  position.  More 
members  would  be  welcomed,  and  he  was  glad 
they  were  coming  in.  The  prize-winners  included 
Messrs.  R.  W.  Ball,  A.  Ball,  T.  Watson,  W. 
Gooding,  C.  Poole,  J.  Jarrett,  and  F.  Beames.  There 
is  a  goodly  list  of  prizes  for  the  ensuing  season. 
Messrs.  Fred  Wiles,  A.  French,  F.  Lay,  Jock 
Skinner  and  others,  with  song  and  recitation, 
materially  contributed  to  a  very  pleasant  evening. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  hard-working  hon.  secretary, 
Frank  P.  Sorge,  the  committee,  artistes,  host  and 
hostess  (and  future  host,  Master  "Mike"  Wiles, 
cetat.  2,  who  toddled  into  the  room  during  dessert, 
with  an  eye  on  the  grapes),  "  The  Press,"  and  "  The 
Chairman  "  (whose  health  was  drunk  with  musical 
honours),  brought  another  enjoyable  evening  to  a 
close.  President  Roberts,  who  is  vice-president  of 
the  Blenheim  Anglers,  is,  I  hear,  to  preside  at  their 
annual  dinner  on  June  16,  when  I  hope  to  be 
present. 


Mb.  Gbiffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel, 
writes  me : — "  When  are  you  coming  to  spend  a  day 
or  two  among  the  trout  ?  The  long-talked  of  motor 
service  to  this  '  abode  of  bliss,'  '  out  of  sight  and 
sound  of  railways,'  has  become  an  accomplished 
fact,  no  less  than  four  calls  a  day — shortly  to  be 
increased  to  eight — being  made  to  the  very  door  of 
th«  hotel."  The  opportunity  thus  offered  to  the 
general  public  of  exploiting  a  comparatively  un- 
known lovely  country  between  Farnham  and  Hasle- 
mere  a,t  a  trifling  cost  cannot  b*  over-estimated. 


Presentation  to  Mr.  James  Richardson. 

Few  names  are  better  known  or  more  highly 
respected  in  the  sea- angling  world  than  that  of  our 
correspondent  on  Deal  Pier,  Mr.  James  Richardson. 
For  many  years  past  he  has  been  the  guide,  philoso- 
pher, and  friend  of  generations  of  angling  tyros.  His 
long  experience  of  sea-angling  and  the  vast  store  of 
knowledge  of  fish,  fishing,  and  fish  lore  that  expe- 
rience has  given  him  have  always  been  most  cour- 
teously placed  at  the  disposal  of  all  pier  anglers. 

Not  long  ago  some  evilly-disposed  person  or 
persons  annexed,  or,  in  plain  English,  stole,  Mr. 
Richardson's  telescope,  an  instrument  he  highly 
prized,  and  it  occurred  to  some  of  his  many  friends 
that  it  would  be  a  graceful  acknowledgment  of  his 
consistent  kindness  and  valuable  help  to  replace  this 
lost  telescope  with  the  best  instrument  money  oo<ild 
buy.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaohnsdorf  (always  to  the  fore 
when  a  good  turn  is  to  be  done  to  somecme  else) 
and  Mr.  Tress  took  the  matter  in  hand.  The 
necessary  funds  were  immediately  subscribed. 

in  Ht  *  *  * 

On  Saturday  last  (May  26),  at  a  well-attended 
gathering  at  the  Anglers'  Hall,  Deal,  the  telescope, 
together  with  an  illuminated  address  (on  vellum), 
was  presented  to  our  friend.  Mr.  George  Read 
Clarke  was  in  the  chair,  and  in  a  few  well-chosen 
words  explained  the  cau.se  of  their  meeting  together. 
It  was  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  which  not  only 


J'hoto  by]  [Cllassey,  Deal. 

Mk.  James  Bichahdson, 


they,  but  very,  very  many  who  were  not  able  to  be 
present  desired  to  pay  to  Mr.  Richardson,  and  he 
asked  Mrs.  Tress  to  be  kind  enough  to  hand  to  its 
worthy  owner  the  telescope  for  which  they  had 
subscribed.  Mrs.  Tress,  with  a  few  words  of  con- 
gratulation, handed  the  telescope  and  testimonial 
to  Mr.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Val  Dicks  at  the  same  time 
assisting  in  the  ceremony  by  reading  the  address, 
which  explained  the  reason  of  the  presentation. 
*  *  *  *  * 

The  telescope  is  a  magnificent  instrument  by 
Voigtlander  and  Sohn.  of  Brunswick,  and  the 
testimonial  is  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  This  telescope,  together  with  a  Voigtlander 
telescope,  was  presented  to  James  Richardson, 
Esquire,  as  a  mark  of  esteem  and  appreciation 
of  the  urbanity,  good  fellowship,  and  courtesy 
always  shewn  to  sea-anglers,  by  some  of  whom 
this  testimonial  has  been  subscribed." 

***** 
When  it  is  stated  that  the  testimonial  was  pre- 
pared by  the  well-known  firm  of  "  Zaehnsdorf," 
it  is  xmnecessary  to  add  that  it  was  a  beautiful 
work  of  art,  and  excited  the  highest  admiration  of 
all.  The  proceedings  closed  with  hearty  votes  of 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Zaehnsdorf  and  Tress  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  wliich  they  had  carried  through 
the  pleasing  business,  and  to  the  chairman  for 
presiding.  I  was  unavoidably  prevented  from 
being  present  on  Saturday,  and  am  indebted  oo 
Mr.  Chas.  Hussey  for  ^  the  |  photograph  and 
particulars. 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  the 
death  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Fuchs,  aged  43,  on  May  24,  1906, 
of  apoplexy,  caused  by  tubercular  meningitis.  For 
eighteen  years  he  was  the  managing  director  of  the 
well-known  Art  Reproduction  Company,  and 
his  courtesy  and  urbanity  endeared  him  to  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Although  ho  could 
devote  but  little  time  to  fishing,  he  was  a  lover  of 
all  sports,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  By  the  wish  of  his  father,  his  remains 
will  be  interred  at  Breslau  on  June  3. 


According  to  the  Lancashire  Post  of  May  26, 
"  Nothing  short  ofTa  sensation  has  been  caused 
among  East  Lancashire  anglers  owing  to  the  excep- 
tionally large  catches  which  have  been  made  at  the 
Dean  Reservoir,  Great  Harwood.  It  was  noticed 
that  the  trout  and  roach  gathered  at  the  sides  of  the 
bank  and  became  easy  victims  of  the  fly.  One  day 
this  week  they  were  so  numerous  that  anglers  dis- 
pensed with  the  line  and  simply  used  their  nets  to 
make  hauls.  Anglers  noticed  that  the  fish  were 
dazed,  which,  in  their  opinion,  was  due  to  sulphate  of 
copper  which  had  been  put  into  the  water  to  kill  the 
weeds.  Great  Harwood  anglers  have  been  particu- 
larly perturbed,  because  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
rely  upon  the  Dean  Reservoir  for  their  supply  of 
water.  But  they  need  have  no  fear.  On  being 
interviewed,  Mr.  Harrison,  manager  of  the  Accring- 
ton  Gas  and  Water  Board,  said  that  the  water  had 
not  been  affected  by  the  siJphate  of  copper.  He 
admitted,  however,  that  they  had  been  trying  the 
new  experiment  of  putting  sulphate  of  copper  into 
the  reser\'oir  with  the  object  of  killing  algae.  One 
pound  had  been  put  in  to  every  million  pounds  of 
water,  which  was  a  small  percentage.  He  admitted 
also  that  a  few  rough  roach  had  been  affected,  but 
the  reason  was  that  they  had  followed  the  boat 
which  had  distributed  the  sulphate  of  copper,  and 
had  taken  it  in  fairly  large  quantities.  There  was 
no  cause  for  alarm,  however,  for  the  water  was 
perfectly  pure.  The  system  of  putting  sulphate  of 
copper  into  the  water  was  recommended  by  some  of 
the  most  eminent  chemists  of  the  day.  It  was  done 
under  the  supervision  of  an  analytical  chemist. 
This  system  was  entirely  new  to  the  district,  but  in 
Wales  and  America  it  was  a  practice  extensively 
followed." 


Watford  Piscators. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Maiden 
Hotel  on  May  25.  Mr.  Frank  W.  Parkes  presided. 
The  balance-sheet-  was  passed  and  the  committee 
re-elected.  The  hon.  secretary  regretted  that  he  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  resign  his  position,  as  he 
had  not  the  necessary  time  at  his  disposal.  Mr.  A. 
Masser,  Norcombe,  Vicarage-road,  was  elected  to  fill 
the  position.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Edgar  Allen, 
was  again  re-elected.  It  was  unanimously  decided 
to  give  up  Brightwell's  Water,  owing  to  the  polluted 
state  of  the  river. 


"  The  Mick  "  was  painting  his  "  tool-shed  "  as 
his  neighbour  Pat  was  passing,  who  asked  :  "  Whut's 
come  over  ye,  Mick  ?  It  ain't  like  ye  to  work  like 
that  !  "  "  Whist  !  "  said  Mick,  "  shtand  out  o'  the 
way  an'  don't  shtop  me.  Oi'm  thrjring  to  get 
through  before  my  paint  gives  out !  " 

If  you  shoot  at  twelve  birds  and  kill  two,  how 
many  would  remain  ?  Two  ;  the  rest  would  fly 
away. 

According  to  Spare  Moments,  a  Swedish  inventor 
named  Ekenberg  has  constructed  a  machine  which 
takes  herrings  as  they  come  from  the  net,  sorts 
them  into  four  sizes  recognised  by  the  trade,  scrapes 
off  their  scales,  cuts  off  their  heads,  splits,  cleans, 
and  washes  them  inside  and  out.  ITie  machine 
does  all  this  automatically,  and  turns  out  20,000 
herrings  per  hour. 

***** 

So  much  for  the  Swedish  inventor.  A  patent 
has  been  "  applied  for"  by  an  English  genius  who  is 
putting  on  the  market  (Billingsgate)  a  machine 
which  will  count,  pack,  and  deliver  at  the  doors  of 
customers  (wholesale  and  retail)  any  special  number 
of  fresh,  salt,  red,  or  smoked  herrings,  hot  or  cold, 
ready  for  the  table,  by  simply  pressing  one  of  the 
knobs  or  buttons  numbered  1  to  3486.  By  pressing 
knob  No.  1246  any  fish  which  may  be  too  salt,  too 
fresh,  or  too  high  will  be  instantly  "  detected,"  even 
though  it  be  in  the  centre  of  a  box  containing  10,000, 
and  immediately  condemned. 

*  *  *  *  mi  *  , 

The  Mick's  patent  is  still  going  strong.  Thousands 
have  been  sold  (advertisement).  The  pigs  are  fed 
upon  the  best  they  can  get,  driven  to  the  factory, 
put  in  at  one  end  of  the  machine,  and  come  out  of 
the  other  labelled  "  Prime  Pork  Sausages."  In  the 
event  of  a  man,  dog,  or  horse  straying  dangerously 
near  the  wrong  end  of  the  machine,  the  sausages 
will  be  labelled  "  Best  Mixed."  Dragnet. 
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ARMSTRONG'S 

STEEL  BOATS 


And  Punts.    Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  ii  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


got  details  of  the  above 
is  losing  sport. 


Fttll  Cntnlogiies  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application, 

ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

Ouf  Special 

''Northumbrian  " 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/- ;  lift.,  22/-;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/- ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  I8ft.,  50/- 


Ovf  Moteil 


"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods. 


made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 


WADERS,  ""AsS"  STOCKINGS  AND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market. 
Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout  and  Loch 
Files  aro  tietl  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  T6/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 

Any  Pattern  made  to  order.  I 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  IHustrated 

Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  A.llJRTON,  "''"ToRr"' 

8  &  10,  Graingrer  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


High  Class  Rods.  Flies  andTackle 

ARE  THE  Best  AND  TMEREFORE  THE 

'Cheapest  inthe  end' 


ON  LY 
ADDRESS 


TeleRrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  lo.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

New^arli:- on- Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3f  inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 


Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLUSTBATJEn  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 
Agencies  in  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  that  the  Ticket  Offices  at  Euston, 
Broiid-street.  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout 
the  day  to  Monday,  June  4,  inclusive,  so  that 
passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so 
at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the 
trains,  and  so  avoid  delay  at  the  stations.  Tickets, 
dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers,  can  also 
be  obtained  at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank 
holidays  excepted)  at  the  Town  Receiving  Offices  of 
the  company.  Additional  express  trains  will  be  run, 
and  special  arrangements  made  in  connection  with 
the  London  and  North-Western  passenger  trains 
for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays.  Tourist  tickets  are  now 
issued  daily  to  Scotland,  North,  South,  and  Central 
Wales,  Cambrian  Line  Stations,  Ireland,  Blackpool, 
Southport,  Morecambe,  Windermere,  Grange,  Ulver- 
Bton,  the  English  Lake  District,  Leamington, 
Buxton,  Malvern,  Scarborough,  and  other  seaside 
and  inland  watering  places.  Week-end  tickets  will 
be  issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  1  and  2, 
and  will  be  available  for  the  return  journey  up  to 
the  following  Wednesday  instead  of  Tuesday  as 
usual.  The  company  have  also  arranged  a  very  full 
programme  of  cheap  excursions  foe  the  holidays, 
comprising  bookings  to  all  the  principal  points  of 
interest  in  the  three  kingdoms.  For  full  particulars, 
gee  the  company's  announcements. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Sunny  South  and  South-West  Districts  of 
England,  with  their  nimierous  health  and  pleasure 
resorts,  are  brought  within  easy  reach  of  London 
by  the  excellent  train  service  of  the  London  and 
South- Western  Railway,  whose  series  of  excursions 
embrace  the  best  and  most  interesting  places, 
including  Exeter,  Okehampton,  and  Tavistock  (for 
Dartmoor),  Launceston,  and  many  others ;  also 
the  bracing  North  Devon  and  Cornwall  resorts 
directly  facing  the  English  and  Bristol  Channels. 
The  special  "  five-shilling  "  day  trips  to  Bourne- 
mouth and  the  New  Forest  will  run  on  Whit  Sun- 
day and  Monday.  Also  a  6s.  day  trip  and  4s.  3d. 
express  half-day  trip  to  Weymouth  and  Swanage 
on  Whit  Monday.  Full  particulars  of  ex- 
cursions, special  and  late  trains  for  the  holidays, 
are  given  in  a  handy  little  programme  to  be  ob- 
tained by  sending  post-card  to  Mr.  Henry  Holmes, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E., 
or  to  the  Company's  London  Offices  and  Stations. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris  by 
express  services,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne, 
leaving  Victoria  at  2.20  p.m.  on  June  2 
and  3  ;  also  on  the  same  dates  by  the  night  mail 
service  leaving  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m.  On  Satur- 
day, June  2,  they  will  also  be  issued  by  the  10  a.m. 
service  from  Victoria,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne. 
A  cheap  exclusion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Victoria 
at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Jvme  2,  and  Sunday, 
June  3.  Cheap  return  tickets,  available  for  eight 
days,  will  be  issued  from  Victoria  to  Boulogne 
up  to  June  4,  available  by  the  .10.0  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  services.  Similar  tickets  will  be  also  issued 
to  Calais  by  the  9.5  a.m.  and  9.5  p.m.  services  from 
Cannon-street.  On  Wliit  Sunday  and  Wliit  Monday 
special  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne 
and  Calais.  Return  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells, 
St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury, 
Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate, 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shomcliffe,Hythe,  Sand- 
gate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be 
issued  from  London  by  certain  trains  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  June  1  and  2,  available  to  return  on 
June  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  by  any  train  (mail  and  boat 
expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions  on 
Whit  Simday  and  WTiit  Monday  will  be  run  from 
the  principal  London  stations  to  Gravesend  (for 
Rosherville  Gardens),  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
Cheap  return  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to 
the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Whit  Monday, 
including  admission.  Full  particulars  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  home  excursions,  extension  of  time  for 
certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services, 
etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  programme 
and  bills.  

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Excursions  will  leave  St  Pancras  on  Friday, 
June  1,  for  Scotland,  available  for  periods  vary- 
ing from  four  to  seventeen  days.  For  Douglas 
on  Friday  (midnight)  and  Saturday  morning, 
June  1  and  2,  via  Liverpool,  and  on  Saturday 


morning,  Jime  2,  via  Heysham  and  via  Barrow, 
for  from  three  to  seventeen  days.  Fares  :  Third- 
class  and  saloon,  27s.  6d.  ;  third  -  class  and 
forecabin,  23s. 6d.  And  for  many  provincial  towns 
and  districts  for  three,  six,  or  eight  days,  including 
the  Peak  of  Derbyshire,  and  the  Yorkshire  inland 
and  seaside  watering /places.  Country  excursions 
to  St.  Albans,  Luton,  Bedford,  etc.,  and  to  So\ith- 
end  and  Westcliff-on-Sea,  at  exceedingly  cheap 
rates,  also  find  a  prominent  place  in  the  Midland 
programme.  The  short-date  tickets  issued  by  the 
Midland  Company's  route  will  be  available 
for  returning  on  Sunday  (where  train  service 
permits),  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  June 
3,  4,  5,  or  6.   l__ 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Groat  Eastern  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Saturday,  Juno  2,  to 
Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwinstowe  (for  the 
Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Manchester,  York,  Scarboro', 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle, 
etc. ;  also  to  the  principal  towns  in  the  counties  of 
Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  etc.  Additional  and 
relieving  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton-on- 
Soa,  Walton-on-Naze,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
Yarmovjth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc. 
On  Friday,  at  1.30  p.m.,  to  Colchester,  Clacton, 
Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmovith,  and 
Lowestoft.  On  Saturday  at  9.55  a.m.,  4.5  p.m.  and 
7.10  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft;  at  7.12  p.m.  to  Felixstowe  ;  at  4.5  p.m. 
to  Clacton  and  Walton.  Also  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  special  midnight  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  (night)  for  Norwich 
via  Cambridge;  at  12.25  (night)  for  Norwich,  Yar- 
mouth, and  Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  The  supper  train 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.3  (night)  for  Col- 
chester and  Clacton-on-Sea  as  usual.  On  Whit 
Sunday,  Excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liver- 
pool-street to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  Colchester, 
Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Fenchurch-street  to  Southend  and 
Burnham-on-Crouch.  On  Bank  Holiday,  from 
Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch-street  via  Shenfield 
to  Southend  -  on  -  Sea  and  Burnham  -  on  -  Crouch. 
From  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Hert- 
ford, Cambridge,  and  Ely ;  and  from  St.  Pancras 
to  Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Hertford.  A  special  fast 
half-day  excursion  to  Clacton-on-Sea  will  also  be 
run  from  St.  Pancras  at  11.32  a.m.,  calling  at 
all  stations  to  South  Tottenham,  inclusive.  Ex- 
cursion tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to 
Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
For  those  desirous  of  spending  the  Whitsuntide 
holiday  at  the  many  attractive  resorts  in  the  Mid- 
lands and  the  North,  ample  and  admirable  facilities 
are  afforded  by  the  Great  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany from  Marylebone  and  Suburban  Stations. 
By  this  company's  picturesque  and  comfortable 
route  express  excursions  at  most  moderate  fares  will 
be  run  to  all  the  principal  towns  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  North-East  and  North-West 
Coast  Watering  Places,  and  Scotland.  Special  fast 
trains  will  leave  Marylebone  at  12.5  midnight  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  June  1  and  2,  and  several 
additional  expresses  will  be  run  at  convenient  times 
on  Saturday,  June  2.  The  information  hag  been 
concisely  tabulated  in  the  form  of  an  ABC  Pro- 
gramme, giving  times  of  departures,  fares,  dates  and 
times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any  station  (alphabetically 
arranged)  which  can  be  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of 
this  guide  may  be  obtained  free  at  Marylebone  and 
Suburban  Stations,  Town  Offices  or  Agencies. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  "  Great  "  Great  Western  Railway  announce 
that  excursion  tickets  wiU  be  issued  to  the  Cornish 
Riviera,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel  Islands, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South  Wales,  Ire- 
land, the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Slircp- 
shire,  Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.  Day  trips :  Whit 
Simday  to  Swindon,  Cirencester,  Stroud,  Gloucester, 
Cheltenham,  etc.  Whit  Sunday  night,  to  Swindon, 
Cheltenham,  Chepstow,  Cardiff,  Oxford,  Birming- 
ham, etc.  WTiit  Monday  :  To  Chippenham,  Melk- 
sham,  Bath,  Bristol,  Clevedon,  Weston-super-Mare, 
Swindon,  Trowbridge,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Bridport, 
Dorchester,  Weymouth,  Pangbourne,  Wallingford, 
Reading,  Newbury,  HungerfordJ  Marlborough, 
Devizes,  etc.  Also  half-day  trips  to  Reading. 
Whit  Monday :  Paddington,  depart  8.20  a.m., 
special  non-stop  day  trip  to  Weston-super-Mare ; 
fare,  5s.  6d.  Also  at  higher  fares  for  2,  5,  8,  12,  or 
15  days.  Half -day  trips :  Whit  Tuesday  :  Pad- 
dington, depart  11.37  a.m.,  express  non-stop  half- 
day  trip  to  V^eston-super-Mare,  return  7.28  p.m.  ; 


fare,  4s.  3d.  Whit  Tuesday  :  Paddington,  depart 
11.37  a.m.  to  Oxford  and  Stratford-on-Avon  ;  faro, 
48.  Cheap  tickets  to  riverside  stations,  June  1,  2, 
3,  and  4  ;  week-end  tickets,  June  I  and  2.  For 
details  see  separate  hills.  For  any  further  informa- 
tion, application  should  be  made  at  any  of  the 
Company's  Offices  or  Agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A. 
Hart,  Divisional  Superintendent,  Paddington 
Station,  W.   

THE  GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Northern  Railway,  forming  with  tho 
North  Eastern  and  North  British  Railways  the 
favourite  East  Coast  route  to  Scotland,  etc.,  has 
issued  a  32-page  pamphlet,  giving  full  particulars 
of  excursions  to  all  parts  of  Scotland,  Yorkshire, 
Lincolnshire,  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  the 
North-Eastern  District  generally.  On  Whit  Sunday, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday,  non-stop  half-day  trips  to 
Skegness;  fare,  3s.,  leaving  King's  Cross  at  11.30 
a.m.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Monday  to  Huntingdon, 
Peterboro',  Grimsby,  Nottingham,  Newark,  Retford, 
etc.  On  Whit  Tuesday  ,to  Sutton-on-Sea  and 
Mablethorpe.  Week-end  tourist  and  fortnightly 
tickets  are  also  issued. 

BRIGHTON  AND  SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 

A  special  fourteen-day  excursion  to  Dieppe, 
Rouen  and  Paris  will  be  run  via  the  Newhaven- 
Dieppe  Royal  Mail  route  through  the  charming 
scenery  of  Normandy  and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine. 
The  tickets  will  be  issued  by  the  morning  express 
service  and  by  special  afternoon  service,  also  by  the 
express  night  service  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings.  Special  cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe 
will  be  issued  on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday. 
At  Dieppe  the  Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holi- 
days. On  Whit  Sunday  and  Monday,  trains  at  day 
excursion  fares  will  be  run  from  London  to  Brighton, 
Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst,  Pulborough,  Little- 
hampton,  Bognor,  Portsmouth,  tho  Isle  of  Wight, 
Lewes,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Seaford,  Eastbourne,  Bex- 
hill, St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  etc.  Extra  trains  will 
be  run  from  London,  as  required  by  the  traffic,  to  the 
Crystal  Palace,  the  special  holiday  entertainments 
on  Whit  Monday,  Tuesday  and  following  days, 
returning  in  the  evening  at  frequent  intervals. 
Special  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  from  London  to  Portsmouth,  Hayling  Island, 
Southsea  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Whit  Tuesday 
cheap  day  trips  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Brighton,  Hove  and  Worthing.  The  Brighton 
Company  announce  that  their  West  End  offices, 
28,  Regent-street,  Piccadilly,  and  the  City  office 
will  remain  open  until  10  p.m.  for  the  sale  of  the 
special,  cheap,  and  ordinary  tickets  to  all  parts  of 
the  line,  and  to  the  Continent,  at  the  same  fares  as 
charged  at  London  Bridge  and  Victoria. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Abstbact  of  proceedings  at  a  meeting  of  the 
executive  council  held  on  May  26  at  Plank-lane, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Newton  presiding. 

The  record  of  proceedings  at  the  previous  meeting 
were  confirmed.  A  letter  from  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  was  read,  proposing  a  mutual 
arrangement  for  dealing  with  offenders  in  either 
association,  and  it  was  agreed  to  refuse  to  accept 
any  person  who  had  been  expelled  for  misconduct 
by  the  other  association. 

The  general  manager  of  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canals  wrote  with  reference  to  complaints  of  banks- 
men negleetirtg  to  examine  tickets,  and  stating  that 
he  had  taken  such  action  as  would  be  effectual  in 
preventing  a  repetition  of  the  matters  complained  of. 

A  number  of  items  were  referred  to  the  centres 
concerned,  and  arrangements  completed  for  con- 
ducting fishing  matches  in  the  Trent  and  Mersey 
Canal. 

The  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Anglers  in  Leeds  was  accepted,  and  the 
secretary  instructed  as  to  the  views  of  the  N.A.A. 
on  the  fishery  laws. 

It  was  decided  to  use  the  Defence  Fund  of  the 
association  in  aid  of  any  members  desiring  such  aid 
in  the  case  of  the  recent  prosecution  for  fishing  in  a 
canal  without  taking  out  a  trout  licence. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Plank-lane  Centre  for 
their  hospitable  reception  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings. Thos.  W.  Redfobd, 

Bolton.  Hon.  See 


In  one  of  the  earhest  trials  before  a  coloured  jury 
in  Texas  the  twelve  gentlemen  were  told  by  the 
judge  to  retire  and  "  find  the  verdict."  They  went 
into  the  jury  room,  whence  the  opening  and  shutting 
of  doors  and  other  sounds  of  unusual  commotion 
were  presently  heard.  At  last  the  jury  came  back 
into  court,  when  the  foreman  announced,  "  We  hab 
looked  eberywhar,  judge,  for  dat  verdict — in  de 
drawers  and  behind  de  doahs,  but  it  ain't  nowhar  in 
dat  blessed  room." 


June  2,  1906 


^ofcs  from  i^)c  Wovl^. 

The  Don  fishing  case  has  now  reachsd  itiS  last 
lire,  and  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  is 

.■waited    with   much    interest.    It    is    now  some 

t  \^  enty  years  since  the  agitation  for  the  reclamation 
tliis  fine  salmon  and  trout  stream  was  begun  in 
colimms  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  continued  off 

..ad  on  till  the  upper  proprietoi-s  at  last  took  the 

matter  up. 

^ome  good  baskets  of  trout  were  made  on  the 
\\  last  week.  Mr.  W.  B.  MefT,  on  the  Balbithans, 
Jiad  three  fish  of  'iUb.,  Ijlb.,  and  lilb.  respectively, 
while  on  the  Pitniedden  Mr.  W.  B.  Mackay.  Aber- 
deen, had  ten  fish  weighing  as  many  poimds.  On 
the  Crynoch,  a  side  stream  of  the  Dee,  Mr.  Middleton 
creeled  eighteen  fine  trout,  weighing  19-ilb.,in  the  few 
hours  of  an  evening.  ^ 


A  correspondent  asks  if  the  Zulu  is  a  ri\-er  or  a 
\'  i  ll  fiy.  It  is  both,  and  is  now  more  commonly  used 
on  northern  waters,  such  as  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
and  in  Shetland,  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  back, 
when  it  was  mostly  considered  a  loch  fly. 


It  is  an  excellent  fly  for  finnock  and  sea-trout  at 
all  times,  and  nothing  better  can  be  moimted  for  a 
brown  trout  when  the  water  is  heavy  and  black  and 
juj^t  beginning  to  run  clear. 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  a  Glasgow  gentleman, 
holidaying  in  DufTtowTi,  and  angling  the  Fiddoch, 
recently  sent  me  a  letter  complaining  of  the  burnt 
ale  from  the  distilleries.  I  introduced  an  extract  in 
this  column  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
secretary  to  the  Commission  on  Distillery  Pollution, 
who  has  WTitten  !Mr.  Duncan,  askmg  for  further 
particulars  regarding  the  matter. 


!Mr.  Duncan  says  he  is  prepared  to  stand  by  his 
statement,  and  to  amplify  it  by  additional  facts  that 
have  come  under  his  ow\  personal  observation  as  to 
the  wreck  burnt  ale  makes  of  angling  waters. 


Sir  Henry  Meredyth  is  angling  the  Dee  at  Potarch, 
and  had  four  fine  fish  on  May  23,  while  Mr.  Hare 
I  had  two.    Several  others  have  been  got  since  then. 
.  The  pools  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  the  prospects 
*  for  J une  the  brightest  of  the  season.  The  water  is  in 
grand  fettle. 

Tlie  Spey  has  improved  with  the  floods  of  last 
week,  and  is  now  yielding  well.  On  the  Carron, 
Wester  Elchies,  Aberlour,  and  Craigellachie 
sections  four  or  five  fish  were  got  on  sevei'al  days 
last  week  by  the  keepers,  as  the  regular  rods  have 
either  not  come  down  yet  or  been  driven  off  by  the 
late  storm. 

Willie  Duncan,  keeper.  Wester  Elchies,  had  a 
grilse  of  3 Alb.  on  May  23.         Speci.a.l  Scotch. 


ppovinelal  fiogliiig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  angling  associations 
interested  in  the  River  Severn  have  had  meetings 
to  protest  against  the  action  of  the  board  re  the 
granting  permission  to  use  small  me9.hed  nets  to 
clear  out  the  coarse  fish  from  the  river.  The 
Provincial  Association  held  a  general  meeting  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  when  delegates  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  were  present,  anil  a  strong 
resolution  was  passed  to  prevent  the  new  law  being 
put  into  force.  The  Worcester  Associf  .tion  had  a 
large  mass  meeting  on'May  24,  and  entei  -ed  a  strong 
protest  against  the  S.F.B.  proposal.  Letters  have  been 
received  by  the  Birmingham  Association  from  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  that  up  till  now  no  application 
had  been  made  by  the  S.F.B.  for  the  approval  of 
their  new  law.  When  the  application  is  made,  the 
associations  who  have  sent  in  their  protests  will  be 
informed,  and  the  oppositions  can  then  be  laid 
before  Earl  Carrington.  J  am  sorry  to  know  that 
some  of  the  Birmingham  anglers  and  other cannot 
have  a  little  patience,  arid  wait  until  June  16  comes 
round.  The  last  fortnight  our  local  canals  have 
been  fished,  and  fish  heavy  in  spawn  have  been 
taken.  The  Stratford,  Warwick,  and  Lichfield 
canals  have  been  fished,  and  numbers  of 
roach  and  perch  have  ibeeu  taken,  and 
during  the  coming  holiday  a  large  quantity 
of  unclean  fwh  will  bo  taken.  Tliis  is  a  disgrace,  but 
how  is  one  to  prevent  it  ?  The  itsh  are  very  back- 
ward in  their  spawning  owing  ta  the  late  winter, 
and  it  will  be  some  six  weeks  before  the  majority 
of  coarse  fish  will  bo  fit  to  take.    The  Birmingham 
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Association  are  on  the  look  out  for  a  fresh  place 
and  water  for  their  annual  contest.  It  has  been 
suggested  by  Mr.  T.  Coles  that  the  contest  could  be 
held  on  the  River  Nene  at  Oundle  or  Thrapstone. 
A  report  upon  this  place  and  river  will  be  presented 
at  the  general  association  meeting,  to  be  held  on 
the  second  Thursday  in  June  next.  Excursions  will 
run  to  a  number  of  fishing  resorts  during  the 
holidays  where  trout  fishing  can.be  obtained.  Some 
of  the  Welsh  waters  will  be  visited,  and  the  Severn 
will  be  well  patronised.  Bridgnorth,  Hampton 
Lode,  and  other  places  near  here  will  be  found  to 
provide  good  sport.  During  the  past  week  some 
fair-sized  fish  have  been  taken,  and  with  the  present 
bright  and.warm  weather,  good  sport  and  a  pleasant 
holiday  should  be  the  result.  All  our  rivers  are  in 
excellent  condition.  Many  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly  on  the  Severn.  The  spinning  Devon 
minnow  is  the  most  successful  lure. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  greatly  improved  since  last  week 
in  this  district,  and  the  River  Hull  is  in  first-class 
condition  both  above  and  below  Hempholme.  Mr. 
R.  H.  Barlow,  a  member  of  the  Nortli  Myton  Ang- 
ling Association,  fishing  with  worms  below  the  lock, 
has  had  a  very  good  catch  of  flounders  and  three 
nice  trout,  and  other  anglers  have  had  fairly  good 
catches  of  eels  and  flounders  at  Wilfholme  and 
Leven  Lock.  The  lower  waters  are  in  much  better 
condition,  both  at  Grovehill,  Weel  and  Wawne,  and 
good  takes  of  eels  are  being  made,  especially  at 
Wawne  Ferry  with  an  occasional  trout  of  over  I  lb., 
one  angler  securing  one  near.^Baverley  Beck, 
and  that  scaled  1  lb.  12Joz.  The  Driffield 
streams  are  reported  in  very  good  con- 
dition, and  anglers  visiting  Wansford  and  Brig- 
ham  on  the  Dritfield  Canal  report  the  waters  m 
splendid  trim,  and  fish  well  on  the  rise,  both  fly 
and  minnow  fishing  accounting  for  a  few  brace 
of  nice  trout.  Coarse  fish  are  now  busy  in 
the  shallows  at  the  various  beck-ends  scouring 
themselves.  The  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society 
have  by  permission  of  tlie  Commis  doners  of  the 
Barmston  Drain,  who  are  having  the  Drain  cleaned 
out,  netted  it  between  "Hull  Bridge^and  Wilfhohne 
Ferry,  resulting  in  several  thousand  good  roach, 
perch,  dace,  and  bream  .being  transferred  to  the 
River  Hull,  some  of  the  roach  being  very  fine 
specimens  of  about  21b.  each.  The  daco  were  also 
a  splendid  lot,  several  of  about  jib.  each.  Prospects 
when  the  season  opens  are  very  promising. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes,  somy  of  the  heaviest  baskets 
of  the  year  have  been  creeled,  and  the  best  trout  of 
the  season  have  been  killed  in  the  streams  about 
here.  Most  of  these  fish  fell  on  Saturday  and 
Monday  last,  when  the  different  rivers  were 
one  and  all  in  flood.  On  Wednesday,  May  30, 
Mr.  Phillip  Bateman  creeled  51b.  in  Hutton 
Beck.  One  catch  stands  out  pre-eminent,  being 
one  of  20lb.  of  really  fine  trout,  which  were 
killed  by  Mr.  PoUitt  on  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Kent,  the  six  best  weighing  Q^lb.  On  the  same 
stream  the  following  rods  also  did  well : — Messrs. 
SiU  Ulb.,  Metcalf  8^lb.,  Crossley,  G^lb.,  while  Mr. 
Bland  had  a  good  sample  of  trout  witn  minnow.  As 
showing  the  freedom  wi  th  which  the  fish  were  feeding, 
Mr.  Hayes  caught  eighteen  trout  in  the  early  morn- 
ing, his  total  take  being  thirty,  all  killed  before 
breakfast.  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson  had  a  score  before 
7.30  a.m.,  and  Master  Harry  Inman  (a  first  season 
lad  of  fifteen  or  tixteen)  killed  his  Sib.  Mr.  Big- 
land  had  a  good  trout  of  1  lb.  lOoz  ;  Mr.  Boak 
one  of  lib.  4oz.  ;  and  Messrs.  Garnett  and  Lord 
one  each  of  1  lb.  apiece.  Oa  Monday  Messrs. 
Pollit  and  Sill  creeled  lOlb.  and  9|llb.  respectively, 
while  Mr.  Ben  Metcalf  killed  a  fine  trout  in 
the  Mint,  which  weighed  1  lb.  15oz.  The  heavy 
rains  have  risen  Windermere  considerably,  which 
is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  fly  fisher,  but 
with  the  May  Fly  on  good  trout,  are  sure  to  be 
killed.  I  was  on  the  lake  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
heard  of  some  good  fish  being  taken  within  the  last 
few  days.  1  saw  one  boat  that  had  half  a  dozen, 
and  another  with  a  good  two-pounder  which  had 
been  killed  on  tfie  May  Fly.  1  did  not  see  any  of 
the  natural  fly  on,  but  the  day  was  against  tliem. 
Warmth  will  make  all  the  difference. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-ddy  is  practically  emancipation  day  for  the 
coarse  fishers,  for  nearly  all  coarse  fishing  waters 
are  to  be  opened  for  the  season  on  June  16,  a  large 
entry  of  county  rods  is  expected  at  the  open  contest 
at  Broadheath.  Tlie  Bollm  was  in  flood  last  week- 
end, but  on  May  30  was  rapidly  running  into 
condition,  and  given  fine  weather  should  fisti  well 
during  the  holidays.  Our  rivers,  the  Lune,  Ribble, 
and  Wyre,  are  all  disappointing,  for  although  the 
water  has  been  right,  the  weather  has  not,  and  only 
worm  fishing  repays. 
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FROM  MANCHESTER. 

By  the  time  those  notes  are  in  print  we  shall 
have  entered  upon  our  great  annual  holiday  week. 
Perhaps  nowhere  else  in  the  United  Kingdom  is 
Whitsuntide  honoured  to  the  extent  it  is  in  this 
city,  and  hardly  a  city  rod  will  fail  to  visit  some 
popular  resort.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass  and  others  are 
at  Lough  Derg  dapping,  but  the  weather  is  sadly 
against  sport.  Mr.  Malpass  and  Mr.  Haughton 
from  May  21  to  May  27  had  sixty-six  fish,  101  lb. 
The  conference  of  anglers  in  this  city  on  May  20 
was  a  success,  and  a  lot  of  business  transacted. 
We  are  out  of  sympathy  with  all  "Test  Cases," 
considering  it  is  tinkering  with  Fishery  Legislation. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  disturbed,  though, 
generally,  it  has  been  decidedly  warmer.  On 
Tuesday  night  (May  21))  tiie  river  came  on  a  few 
inches  as  the  result  of  the  coloured  condition  of  the 
Derbyshire  Dprwent — the  extra  water  was  a  sort  of 
dirty  black.  Trout  anglers  have  been  out  at  Shard- 
low,  Fiskerton,  and  in  the  Averham  district,  but 
have  fared  badly.  On  the  Greet,  above  Rolleston 
Mill,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson  and  Mr.  H.  Benson,  of  the 
City  Piscatorial  Society,  have  creeled  several  brace, 
besides  several  fine  eels,  with  the  worm.  The  trout 
were  short  and  thick,  and  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
One  or  two  fish  are  reported  to  have  been  got  on 
the  Shardlow  section  by  members  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  who  are  already  beginning  to  make  .special 
arrangements  for  the  inauguration  of  the  ordinary 
season  on  June  16.  Their  waters  at  Shardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge  are  known  to  contain  great 
quantities  of  barbel,  chub,  and  roach.  At  the  period 
of  closing  these  notes  the  weather  again  threatened 
rain. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  rivers  have  been  in  capital  condition,  but 
the  recent  rain  has  affected  them  slightly.  A  mass 
meeting  of  anglers  was  held  at  the  Corn  Exchange 
on  May  30,  to  protest  against  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  to  use  small 
mesh  nets  for  ridding  the  rivers  of  coarse  fish, 
and  thus  destroying  the  sport  of  many  thou- 
sands of  anglers.  Mr.  John  Stokes  presided. 
The  chairman  put  the  matter  forcibly  before  the 
meeting,  pointing  out  the  great  amount  of  illegal 
netting  that  was  going  on  at  the  present  time  with- 
out permitting  the  use  of  small  mesh  nets  for 
catching  the  coarse  fish,  which  the  anglers  had  been 
doing  their  best  to  preserve,  by  the  strict  observance 
of  the  fence  months,  and  so  destroy  the  recreation 
of  many  thousands  of  working  men,  many  of  whom 
could  afford  no  other  sport.  A  further  account  will 
appear  next  \^eek. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  wild  and  wet,  and 
angling  has  been  very  much  retarded.  During  the 
favourable  spells  some  good  sport  was  recorded  on 
many  of  the  principal  waters  at  salmon.  Brown 
trout  fishing  appears  to  have  been  about  up  to  the 
average  all  round,  but  sea-trout  have  not  yet 
afforded  much  sport  anywhere.  Sea-angling  has 
been  practically  at  a  standstill  for  nearly  a  week, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  it  has  been  resumed  with 
much  success  at  pollack  at  several  places  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

North  of  Ireland. 
This  week  a  great  change  came  over  the  weather, 
and  now,  for  the  first  time,  really  springlike 
weather  is  on  tap.  The  heavy  spates,  too,  have 
left  the  rivers  in  order,  and  at  time  of  writing 
the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  excellent. 
On  the  evening  of  May  28,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
members  of  tlie  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  was 
held  in  Clarence  Place,  Belfast,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  presentation  to  General  F.  S.  F.  Stokes 
on  the  occasion  of  his  transfer  from  the  Belfast 
command  to  the  command  of  the  Infantry  Brigade 
at  Malta.  Mr.  E.  O'Korke  Dickey  presided.  The 
presentation  was  in  the  form  of  a  solid  sflver  tankard, 
inscribed  "  Presented  by  the  members  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association  to  General  F.  S.  F. 
Stokes  as  a  small  token  of  their  esteem  on  theoccasion 
of  his  departure  from  Belfast  to  a-isame  the  com- 
mand of  the  Infantry  Brigade  at  Malta,  May, 
1900." 


"  The  Mick  "  is  still  alive  !  Even  at  Bath  he 
may  be  found  worrying  the  one  and  only  "  Spinning- 
Minnow."  "  The  Mick  was  once  temporarily 
employed  by  an  undertaker,  and  in  the  course  of 
his  duties  hatl  to  i-all  at  the  house  where  his  employer 
had  a  "  black  job,"  but  he  was  not  sure  of  his 
iHimber.  So  when  the  servant  came  to  the  ^door 
he  remarked,  "  Ah,  now,  miss;  is  this  the  house 
where  the  gentleman  lives  who  died  yesterday  ?  " 
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NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Ardara,  Co,  Donegal. 

Finest  Salmon  and"  Trout  Fishing  in 
North  of  Ireland,  which  includes  up- 
wards of  16  lakes,  with  boats,  and  four 
rivers  free,  with  two  larger  salmon  rivers, 
for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  5s.  per  day 
per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  the  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
makes  it  a  fine  centre  for  visiting  the 
most  interesting  parts,  some  of  which 
lie  in  close  proximity.  Golf  Links  and 
Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards. 
Terms  moderate. — Apply 

NEIL  McNELIS. 

"  And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  graylinij." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  MOTEL 

(Uuiler  entirely  Now  Mai)iii<eiiK-iit.) 
Two  Miles  O'F  Trout  and  Grayling: 
Fishing: on  the  River  Teme.  Inelusive Terms 
from  2J  Giiiueas  per  weelt.— For  the  'J'enlmry  .Swau 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  T}loMAS  E.  Banks,  Ma^mijer. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
iishing  in  Ireland  to  he  ff.it  on  the  ahove  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  llsh — Pike, 
Koach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  C'RODM 
HOTEr,.  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Ma^ue, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (live  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Khkk.  Tariff 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

BASSENTHWAITE  LAKE 

CUMBERLAND. 

YE  PHEASANT  HOTEL. 

Well  Stocked  Waters,  4  miles  in  length, 
1  mile  in  breadth.  Trout,  Perch,  Pike, 
and  Salmon  Fishing.  Every  comfort 
and  accommodation. —  Write  for  illus- 
trated descriptive  booklet,  post  free. 

W.  W.  REA,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Large  Lake  and  River  Fishing  free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  Hotel.    Terms  very 
moderate.    Full  particulars  of  K.  Vinje, 
VINJE  HOTEL, 
VOSSESTRANOEN,  NORWAY. 
Four  hours'  rail  and  two  hours'  drive  from  Bergen. 

DONA  UESCHINGEN, 

BLACK  FOREST,  South  Germany. 

Kesidellt-e  of  the  Priuce  of  Furstenberg.  whose  Castle. 
Liiirary.  Museum  iind  Pfirk  are  open  to  the  Public. 
Source  of  the  Danube.  Favourite  hunting-ground  of  the 
German  Em]ierur.   (^ood  facilities  for  Trout  Pishing. 

HOTEL  AND  KURHAUS,  SCHUTZEN. 

First-class.   Every  Comfort.    English  Sanitation. 

l*rosi)eetus  and  (letails.  post  free,  from  J.  BURY. 
Proprietor.  Reference  in  Loudon,  Mr.  C.  Levi  (Berlin 
Pli(jtc)  Co  ).  133,  New  Bond  Street. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

E.vcellent  Krown  Trout  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
J'ishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  months,  May, 
Juue,  .July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  motor  car 
to  Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  Macinnes. 

cood1ree7ishinc 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


UnetiuaUed  for  its  excel- 
lent Fishing,   l»oil»  from 
SItore  anti  Seam 

Abounding  in  Wliiting,  Maelcepel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Roek.  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 

Mr.  A.  RowKLL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth;  or 

Mr.  0.  J.  Russell, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

AKK  THROUGH  TIIK 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Iltli.  ial  Cui.le,  T.iuri.^t  l'n.>;ramtne  po.sr  fre,.  fi.,in 

DAVID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd  ,  119,  Hope  St..  GLASGOW 


ALTNACEALCACH  HOTEL, 

SUTllFAtLAND,  \.B. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  Fishing  in  Scot- 
land. Last  season's  catch,  10,056  Trout, 
3,257J  lbs.  Particulars  on  application. 
IMotor  and  Hor^s  kept  for  hire.  Petrol 
and  lubricating  oils. 

John  McDon.\ld,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TEOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAK 
FISHING  ou  four  loush" — Conn,  Ciilleo,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
hoat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Hshing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5«.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  hoat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


TROUT  FISHING, 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  1|  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manager, 
ICKLEFORD  Fishery,  Hitchin. 


EL  HAM  UNION. 


The  Guardians  invite  tenders  for  the 
supply  to  the  Workhouse,  Lyminge, 
Kent,  of  about  120  lbs.  of  Fish  weekly. 

Tenders  to  be  sent  to  my  office  as 
under  before  the  9th  June. 

The  lowest  or  any  other  tender  will 
not  necessarily  be  accepted. 

R.  LONERG.A.N, 

Clerk. 

11,  Cheriton  Place,  Folkestone, 
2Uh  May,  1906. 


THE 

maian  Spornna  titties* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 

BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throughodt  India,  Cbylon, 
bcrmah,  and  assam. 

The  Only  lUustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  hrancli  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 

tains  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  I6s.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  6d. :  po  it  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Timbs  of  ImdU  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  U,  Wbitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


ROYAL^  ALBERT  HALL, 

ADELINA  PATTI 

tBaroness  Cederstrum) 
WII.I.   M.VKE  lIKli. 

ONLY  APPEARANCE  DURING  THE  SEASON 

GRAND  MORNING  CONCERT 

AT  THE  ADOVK  llALI.  ON 

TItursday,  June  14,  1906, 

CoMMUN<;lN(i  AT  THI!KK  o'Ul.oCK. 
Vocalists : 
Madame  ADELINA  PATTI. 
Miss  ADA  CROSSLEY,  Mp.  BEN  DAVIES, 
and  Mr.  SANTLEY. 
Solo  Violin  : 
VIVIEN  CHARTRES  ;the  English  Child  Violinist) 
Solo  Piano:  Signor  FERRUCIO  BUSONI. 
Oreat  Organ  .  Mr.  H.  C.  TONKING. 
Accompanists  : 
Mr.  WILHELM  GANZ  &  Mr.  F.  A.  SEWELL. 
]ioxes,  £2  2«.  to  €5  .'>8.  ;  Stalls,  12s.  6rf.  ;  Arena, 
lox.  flrf.  ;  Balcony,  Rows  1  to  :i,  7*. ;  Rows  4  to  H, 
Sk.  ;  Unreserved  Orchestra,  3«.  ;  Gallery,  2f(. 
'I'ickets  nuiy  he  obtained  at  the  Royai  Albert 
Hall,  Kem<ington,  and  of  the  usual  agents. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE. 

HANDEL  FESTIVAL. 

June  23,  26,  28  and  30,  1906. 

GRAND  REHEARSAL, 

Saturday,  June  23,  12  noon. 
Admission  to  Palace,  2s.  6d.  till  6  p.m. 
IMadainc  Albani   and   Miss  Agnes  Nicholls, 
Madame  Clara  Ihitt,  Mr.  Charles  Saunders,  Mr. 
Watkin  .Mills,  Mr.  Robert  Radford,  Mr.  Ken- 
nerley  Runiford. 

THE  MESSIAH, 
Tuesday,  June  26,  2  p.m. 
Admission  to  Palace,  7s.  6d.  till  fl  p.m. 
Madame  Albani,  Madame  Clara  Butt,  Mr.  Ben 

Davies,  Mr.  Santley. 
SELECTIONS,  "ISRAEL  in  EGYPT" 
and  Miscellaneous  Selections. 

Thursday.  June  28,  2  p.m. 
Admission  to  Palace,  7s.  6d.  till  6  ji.m. 
Sliss  Agnes  Nicholls,  .Madame  Clara  Butt  and 
Madame  Kirkby  Lunii  (by  permission  of  Grand 
0|)era  .Syndicate),  Mr.  Charles  Saunders,  Mr. 
Watkin  Mills,  Mr.  Kennerley  Rumfonl. 
JUDAS  MACCABEUS, 
Saturday,  June  30,  2  p.m. 
Adnussiou  to  Palace,  7s.  6d.  till  6  p.m. 
Miss  Agnes  Nicholls,  -Miss  Perceval  Allen, 
Madame  Clara  Butt,  Mr.  Ben  Davies,  Mr.  Robert 
Radford. 

Chorus  and  Orchestra,  4,000  Performers. 

Organist — Mr.  \\'alter  W.  Hedgcock. 
Condiirfor — Dr.  Frederick  Cohen. 
Tickets  now  on  sale,  Bo.\  Ortlce,  Crystal  Palace 
(telephone,  20  Sydenham);  Novello  &  Co., 
1,  Berners  Street,  W.  ;  and  usual  London 
Agents. — Prospectus,  plan,  &c.,  apply  General 
Manager,  Crystal  Palace.  .Crystal  Palace  Sea,son 
Tickets  are  available  during  Ilandel  Festival. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE  OUSE. 

FOUR  MILES  OF  FISHING 

in  the  River  Ouse,  between  Ely  and  Littleport ; 
and  about  a  Mile  in  the  River  Lark  at  Ely. 
Good  Coarse  Fishing,  water  preserved  and 
keeper  employed.  Tickets,  f>s.  for  the  season 
(e.^clusive  of  .Spinning  for  Pike  or  Perch).  In- 
cluding Pike  Fishing,  7.«.  6d.  Arrangements  will 
be  made  with  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany for  reduced  fares  from  London.  Names 
and  addresses  of  applicants  to  fish  must  be  sent 
to  us  for  submission  to  the  Fishery  Committee, 
envelopes  to  be  marked  "Fishery."  Season 
commences  16th  June.  Plain  copies  of  Rules 
can  be  obtained  of  us,  but  evei-y  Ticket-holder 
will  have  to  purchase  a  bound  copy  of  the  Rules 
when  a  Ticket  is  issued  to  him. 
H.  &  G.  L.  ARCHER,  Solicitors,  Ely,  Cambs., 
Clerki  to  the  South  Level  Drainage  and 
Navigatio'ti  Commissioners. 


GOOD  FISHING, 

WATFORD  PISGATORS. 

The  Society,  having  rented  some  new  water, 
have  a  limited  number  of  Vacancies  for  New 
Members.  Trout  fishing,  fly  only  ia  upper 
waters.  Coarse  fishing — good.  Specimen  fish 
taken  from  "Club"  waters  last  season  :  Trout 
(Hy),  4 lb.  11  ozs.  ;  Roach,  21b.  ti  ozs.  ;  Tench, 
21b.  120ZS. ;  Pike,  'Jib.  5 ozs.  ;  Dace,  14i ozs.  ; 
Eel,  31b.  2oz.  ;  Perch,  1  lb.  121  ozs. 

Hon.  Sec,  Maiden  Hotel,  Watford- 


BLACDON  LAKE. 

TO  ANGLERS. 

ROOMS  AND  ATTENDANCE. 


Apply  to  J.  PURNELL, 
Orchard  House,  Blagdon,  near  Bristol. 


Cast  yonr Eyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  StaVnps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Pi-Ice  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT  7 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Folioj 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  reqttired. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW, 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fumiment  of  this  Insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Mouths  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessai-y  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALir 
INSUKANCB  COMPANy,  LTD.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Fuis,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natiiral  Duu  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  B.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Kly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.  pj^xCB  LISTS  SREE. 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


CATCHING  ]MI>TNOWS   ON  SUNDAY  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — With  somewhat  of  a  suggestion  of 
pant  irresponsibiHty,  "  Special  Scotch,"  in  his 
Xotes  from  the  North,"  in  the  jf'ishing  Gazette 
c  i  May  26,  states,  apropos  of  an  assault  case  in 
Aberdeen  (and.  it  may  be,  to  the  bait-selling  prose- 
lutions  in  England),  that  "  there  is  no  law  against 
catching    minnows    or    anj-thing    else  (including 
salmon  or  trout,  for  that  matter)  on  Sunday  in 
Scotland."     I  cannot  speak  as  to  "  catching  "  the 
"  anything  else,"  but.  having  written  to  you.  Sir, 
in  the  following  words,  on  the  question  of  "  The 
Right  to  Fish  for  Salmon  in  the  Scottish  Seas  " 
'Id  Fishing  Gazette,  Aug.  19,  1905),  I  beg  to — 
1,  dilTer  from  "  Special  Scotch's  "  dictum,  so  far 
-  '"  taking  "  salmon  is  concerned.    Pray  excuse  me 
repeating  the  words  : — 

■■  A  fact  which  is  sometimes  overlooked  by 
anglers,  especially  English  anglers,  who  ply  their 
art  in  Scotland  is,  that,  with  one  exception,' there  is 
a  weekly  close  time  o-cer  the  whole  kingdom  for  rod 
fishing  for  salmon  and  other  migratory  fish.  It 
extends  to  twenty-four  hours — from  twelve  at  night 
1)11  Saturday  until  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday  night : 
in  other  words,  it  is  breach  of  the  law  to"  fish  for 
them  on  Sunday  and  carries  a  penalty  of  £5  for 
the  first  oflence,  with  the  probability  of  forfeiture  of 
boats,  tackle,  etc.  The  Tweed  is  the  only  exception  : 
it  has  no  weekly  close  time  for  rod-fishing,  and  thus, 
I  believe,  approximates  to  the  law  of  England  and 
Ireland.  The  practice  of  Sunday  fishing,  of  any 
kind,  however,  is  comparatively  rare." 

'  f  the  above  is  not  sufficient  \of  convince  "Special 
■tch  "  of  his  misapprehension  of  the  point  I 
.  .iinadvert  upon,  let  him  refer  to  Salmon  Fisheries 
I-  otland)  Act,  25  and  26  Vict.,  c.  97,  Section  11 
-•i2),  and,  more  particularly,  to  "An  Act  to 
nd  the  law  relating  to  Salmon  Fisheries  in 
tland  "  :  Salmon  Fishing,  31  and  32  Vict.,  c.  123, 
tion  15  (1868). 
Apologising  for  tliis  trespass  on  your  space, — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Johnston  Forfar. 

Glasgow. 


GOOD  SPORT  IN  EDINBURGH. 

Dear  Sir, — "Who,  reading  the  above  words, 
would  think  that  they  were  within  a  mile  of  the 
truth  ?    And  yet  they  really  are. 

Many  years  ago,  when  I  was  far  away  from  my 
native  city,  it  was  resolved  to  attempt  the  purifi- 
cation of  the  polluted  Water  of  Leith.  It  was 
attempted  ;  it  cost,  I  understand,  half  a  million  of 
money,  but  it  has  succeeded.  When  I  was  a  boy, 
the  Water  of  Leith  was  a  kind  of  open  sewer,  where 
it  passed  through  Edinburgh.  Now.  it  is  so  free 
from  impurity  that  the  trout  increase  and  multiply 
in  perfect  health  and  in  sweet  contentment  with 
their  lot ;  at  least,  they  did  so  till  the  16th  of  this 
month,  when  the  Ci\-ic  Powers  determined  to 
permit  fishing  once  more  under  certain  wise  restric- 
tions, and  issued  this  notice  in  the  Scotsman  : — 

"  Fishing  in  the  Water  of  Leith. — Four 
Rods  to  be  Granted. — Honorary  bailiffs,  along 
with  a  sub-committee  of  the  Lord"  Provost's  Com- 
mittee of  Edinburgh  Town  Council,  have  discussed 
the  matter,  and  after  full  consideration,  have 
resolved  to  recommend  that  fishing  should  now  be 
allowed  in  the  Water  of  Leith,  beginning  on  May  15. 
They  suggest  that  permits  should  be  issued  for  four 
days  in  the  week — Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Fridays,  from  ten  till  half  an  hour  before  sunset, 
and  on  Saturday  afternoons,  from  two  till  the  same 
hfjur  in  the  evening.  The  recommendations  are 
that  two  rods  should  be  allowed  on  the  upper  reach — 
from  Gorgie  boundary'  to  the  Dean  fall — and  two 
on  the  lower  reach — from  Dean  fall  to  Bonnington 
boundary." 

The  Water  of  Leith  enters  by  Slateford.  passing 
through  Gorgie,  Murrayfield,  Stockbridge,  and 
Bonnington,  and  so  on  to  Leith,  where  it  enters  the 
Firth  of  Forth.  Much  of  the  route  is  thickly  popu- 
lated, and  herein  lies  the  triumph.  Passing  through 
places  where  one  might  reckon  on  poaching  as  a 
certainty,  and  pollution  as  a  decided  possibility — 
look  at  the  results. 

ThLs,  from  to-day's  Angling  Column  in  the  Daily 
Scotsman  (May  23,  1906)  is  an  eye  opener  : — 

"  Watei:  of  Leith.— Mr.  Thomas  Kerr,  Slateford- 
road,  while  fishing  on  the  Water  of  Leith  on  Monday, 
between  the  Dean  Bridge  and  the  Mineral  Well, 
caught  a  btwket  of  sixty-one  trout,  which  turned  the 
scale  at  231b." 

I  cannot  vouch  for  these  things,  yet  I  believe 
theia  to  bo  subBtantiully  true — and  why  ?  Because 


of  the  evidence  of  others  as  well  as  of  my  own  eyes. 
(N.B. — The  wiser  ones  are  silent  as  to  their  catches.) 

Last  summer,  I  strolled  (about  500  yards  from  here) 
to  the  Water  of  Tieith  ;  and  very  soon  saw  a  trout 
of  about  l|lb.  or  IJlb.  feeding  on  flies,  at  intervals, 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  path  just  below  St. 
Bernard's  Mineral  Well,  while  a  second  trout  of 
about  ^Ib.  was  moving  about,  a  few  yards  farther  off. 
AVliile  I  was  looking,  a  man,  who  looked  like  a  fly- 
fisherman,  and  who  was,  like  myself,  searching  the 
water  for  trout,  just  to  feast  his  eyes  on  "  the 
bonnie  beasties,"  told  me  he  had  seen  one  nearly  31b. 
below  where  we  then  stood — a  little  time  ago,  "  close 
to  the  second  bridge." 

I  venture  to  affirm  that  there  are  but  few  rivers 
in  Scotland  at  present  where  such  sport  could  be 
reckoned  on  in  an  ordinary  day's  fly-fishing,  as 
sixty-one  trout,  231b.  Of  course,  "l  am  not  blind  to 
the  very  patent  fact  that  the  trout  have  not  been 
fished  for,  during  a  period  of  about  three  years — I 
am  not  certain  as  to  the  exact  number  of  years — 
and  that,  therefore,  they  are  unsophisticated  trout — 
at  present.  But  to  recall,  as  I  can,  the  truly  filthy  and 
disgusting  stream  of  my  own  boyhood  and  youth ; 
the  wholesome  stream  of  1906,  is  a  revelation 
of  possibilities  worth  the  deep  consideration  of  those 
who  deem  that  a  stream  once  polluted  is  always 
polluted.  To  such  I  would  say ;  "  Here's  a  lesson 
straight  to  your  hand  !  " 

Since  the  foregoing  was  penned  several  letters 
have  appeared  in^the  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch, 
and  I  glean  from  them  accordingly,  before  sending 
my  letter  to  the  Press. 

"  A  Fisher  "  writes,  on  May  23,  after  recording 
the  basket  of  sixty-one  trout,  231b.,  he  says  : — 
"  This  practicully  corroborates  the  thoughts  of 
one  who  made  application  the  other  day  for  a;permit 
to  fish,  on  Tuesday,  May  22,  it  being  a  holiday, 
when  he  was  refused  and  informed  Very  kindly  by 
the  officials  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  that  there 
were  only  four  rods  allowed  on  the  river  in  one  day 
— and  that  every  date,  or  nearly  so,  was  taken  up, 
right  on  tilljuly.  The  applicant's  thoughts  went  like 
this  "  (I  presume  he  means  himself  ?  or  is  he  a 
thought-reader  ?) :  "  It  is  no  use  entering  my  name 
for  a  day  in  July,  for  by  that  time,  there  will  not 
be  one  trout  left  in -the  lower  reaches,  and  more  espe- 
cially between  the  Dean  Bridge  and  the  Mineral 
Well."    (Readers  will  kindly  note  this  remark  !) 

On  May  25  "  Another  Fisher  "  writes  under  this 
heading,  "  Slaughter  of  Trout  in  the  Water  of  Leith  " 
— "  What  is  the  Committee  About  ?  "  blames  "  the 
committee  of  the  council  who  arranged  for  the  issue 
of  permits  without  regulating  the  number  of  trout 
to  be  retained  " — a  remark  obviously  sensible  in  my 
own  opinion.  Further  on,  he  says  : — "  The  fine 
stream  which  we  have  nmning  through  our  City 
sliould  be  conserved,  I  take  it,  in  a  way  to  afford 
'  a  cast,'  with  prospect  of  some  sport,  to  the  greatest 
number  of  ratepayers,  who  may  be  desirous  of  trying 
their  skill  on  it.  I  hope  it  is  not  too  late  to  reduce 
the  slaughter  to  reasonable  limits." 

Another  correspondent,  who  signs  himself  "  Not 
a  PLsciverous,"  protests  loudly  against  the  unsports- 
manlike slaughter  of  trout,  etc.,  from  a  small  stream 
like  the  Water  of  Leith,  where  the  trout  are  so 
tame  "  (sic)  "  that  it  is  no  sport  to  catch  them." 

There  was  a  letter  in  the  same  issue  (May  25) 
over  the  initials  "  O.  M.  T."  which  I  shall  refer  to, 
presently.  Meantime,  an  old  angler  who  signs  his 
name — M.  Winlay,  Leith — and  also  states  that  he 
is  "  eighty  seven  years  old  this  month  "... 
"  congrattdates  those  anglers  who  caught  the  heavy 
baskets."  And  then  he  adds:  "  Wliat  I  wish  to 
complain  of  is  this,  the  spirit  that  has  closed  the 
Water  of  Leith  to  the  public  "  (there  are  miles  of 
fishing  always  open,  above  the  city  bovindaries). 
And  he  goes  on  to  add  :  "  The  Water  of  Leith  now 
is  to  be  the  preserve  of  the  favoured  few." 

Then  he  states,  that  the  purification  of  the  river 
cost  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith 
£250,000,  and  that  "  he  wishes  to  throw  it  open  to 
the  public.  Why,  bless  that  old  angler  !  they  did 
so — and  what  was  the  result  ?  There  were  found 
certain  noble-minded  citizens,  who  fished  for, 
caught,  and  sold,  in  dozens,  the  very  trout  fry 
(I  repeat  only  what  was  common  gossip  at  the  time) 
with  which  the  Water  had  been  just  restocked  ! 
No  wonder  that  the  Council  revoked  their  per- 
mission, and  closed  the  inter-city  reaches  to  all, 
for  some  years  ;  in  fact,  till  May  16  of  this  year. 

I  may  remark  that  one  of  my  own  suggestions 
when  airing  my  opinion-i  in  the  Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch  of  May  26,  was  in  the  following  words  : 

"  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  these  inter-city  reaches 
of  the  Water  of  Leith  should  be  held  sacred.  For, 
after  all,  the  permits  issued  are  necessarily  so  few, 
that  for  one  angler  pleased,  a  dozen  (perhaps  a 
hundred)  are  indignant  !  "  etc.  A  glance  at  the 
correspondence  which  I  have  (purposely)  quoted, 
gives  painful  evidence  of  the  sort  of  brotherly  love 
which  prevails  in  a  city  so  full  of  anglers,  and'  the 
squabbling  which,  the  Powers  that  be,  will  always 
have  to  contend  with,  I  fear,  unless  they  mskQ  a 


stand,  and  permit  the  poor  trout  within  certain  well- 
defined  city  boundaries,  to  roam  free  and  unfished, 
for  all  time  :  thus  ending  heart-burnings.  But,  to 
the  kingdom  at  large,  the  letter  (in  the  Dispatch, 
May  25,  of  "  O.  M.  T.")  headed  "  Proof  of  Streams 
Purity,"  touches  upon  a  topic  to  command  more 
universal  interest.  Herein,  the  writer  mentions 
another  fine  basket  which  was  taken — on  the  same 
stretch  of  water,  namely,  thirty-four  trout,  weighing 
171b. — and  he  goes  on  to  say  : — "  The  stream  is 
being  watched  so  carefully  that  it  is  next  to  impos- 
sible that  any  deleterious  matter  can  get  into  the 
stream  from  any  of  the  public  works  on  the  banks." 
"  The  presence  of  trout  of  a  large  size  is  sufficient 
proof  that  the  water  is  as  pure  as  a  town  stream  can 
possibly  be  "  (a  remark,  I  think,  quite  justifiable). 

But  I  must  end  my  letter,  and  I  do  so  by  hoping 
that  the  lesson  of  the  purification  of  the  'W'ater  of 
Leith  from  the  condition  of  a  foul,  smelly,  and  dis- 
gusting open  drain,  to  a  comparatively  pure  troiU 
stream,  will  not  be  lost  upon  those  who,  instead  of 
sitting  down  to  mourn  over  streams  which  have 
suffered  from  similar  pollution,  are  inclined  to  "  take 
heart  again,"  and  to  thank  Edinburgh  for  its 
example. 

There  is  one  important  point  which  I  regret  being 
unable  to  throw  light  upon— namely,  the  actual 
outlay  incurred  in  purifying  the  Water  of  Leith.  I 
had  heard,  and  had  accepted — half  a  million  as  the 
appro.ximato  sum,  but  this  old  angler  (Winlay)  says 
quarter  of  a  million.  I  am  sure.  Sir,  we  would  all 
be  glad  if  some  Edinburgh  correspondent  would 
settle  this  matter,  definitely,  and  still  more  if  he 
would  kindly  give  us  (in  detail)  the  processes  by 
which  such  a  result  was  obtained.  I  think,  Sir,  that 
none  will  grudge  the  engineers  the  tribute  of  our 
thankful  admiration.  I  was  far  away  at  the  time 
and  had  no  hand  in  it  whatever. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


SPINNING  FOR  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  Thyinallus  "  ?    He  asks  if  it  is  possible  to  learn 
casting  from  the  reel,  in  minnow-spinning  for  trout ; 
if  it  will  give  a  brilliant  spin  in  a  wide  water  ;  and 
if  the  system  of  coiling  your  line  on  a  side-tray  is 
worth  anything.    Let  me  beg  of  him  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  latter  system.   It  is  an  invention  of 
the  evil  one,  and  has  caused  many  an  unwary  angler 
to  jeopardise  his  chances  of  salvation.  Minnow- 
spinning  from  the  reel  is  a  delightful  little  art.  You 
require  a  very  light  reel.     My  own  preference  is 
the  Coxon  "  Aerial,"  so  light  that  it  will  run  nearly 
half  a  minute,  if  you  give  it  a  good  start,  and  so 
delicately  hung  that  you  can  start  it  by  blowing 
against  one  of  the  handles.    It  costs,  I  think,  about 
15s.    With  this  reel,  fifty  yards  of  moderately  fine 
roach  line  and  a  stiff  rod — a  fly  rod  with  a  stiff  top 
— I  haven't  yet  met  the  river  I  can't  take  trout  from 
with  the  minnow,  either  natural  or  artificial.  The 
angler  takes  his  stand,  gently  swings  his  rod,  and 
then  shoots  out  the  bait.    He  presses  the  first  finger 
of  his  right  hand  on  the  reel  edge,  as  it  revolves,  and 
so  brakes  it,  and  at  the  end  of  the  cast  stops  it 
altogether,  when  the  bait  gently  falls  into  the  water. 
He  may  then  play  it  and  reel  it  in  as  he  fancies. 
With  this  tackle  I  have  caught  trout  in  every  class 
of  water — in  lakes  such  as  Windermere,  in  Corpora- 
tion reservoirs,  in  mountain  tarns,  in  deep  and  wide 
rivers,  and  in  shallow  mountain  streams.     I  can 
make  a  35  yards  cast  quite  easily,  and  the  bait 
touches  the  water  almost  as  lightly  as  though  it 
were  a  worm  on  a  small-shotted  cast.    It  can  be 
fished  up  stream  or  down  stream.     If  up  stream, 
you  reel  in  and  move  the  rod  point  upwards  as  soon 
as  ever  the  current  tumbles  the  minnow  about,  the 
bait  having  the   appearance  of  a  live  minnow 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  stream.    I  don't 
reel  it  in  to  ray  feet  on  the  downward  journey,  but 
let  it  pass  me,  and  then  bring  it  up  again,  at  the 
side.    If    fishing    down    stream,   I  cast  across, 
diagonally,  and  let  the  riv  er  carry  it  away,  and 
then  reel  it  in  slowly  with  a  jerky  motion.  For 
spinning  in  small  reser\-oirs  and  mountain  tarns,  I 
do  not  know  any  method  so  deadly  as  this.  In 
rivers  it  is  particularly  useful  if  you  are  on  a 
shallow  side,  and  there  is  slack  water  at  the  other 
side,  say  beneath  trees.     I  know  some  such  slacks 
where  I  can  move  a  trout  six  or  eight  casts  out  o£ 
every  dozen.    There  is  a  danger  of  the  line  over- 
runnmg,  but  by  patient  practice  it  can  be  guarded 
against.    Take  off  the  check — I  only  use  this  when 
playing  a  good  fish — and  see  that  the  right  index- 
finger  is  always  on  the  rim  of  the  reel,  and  in  time 
the  angler  will  learn  precisely  what  pressure  to  apply 
to  check  the  rapid  rush  of  the  bait  through  the  air, 
and  the  exact  moment  when  to  stop  it  altogether. 
One  by  one  I  have  learned  every  style  of  fishing 
practised  in  this  country,  and  for  every  fish  that 
swims  in  British  waters,  and  I  give  it  as  my  candid 
conviction  that  for  interest  and  prettiness  minnow- 
spinning  in  this  fashion,  above  all  in  low  clear  water, 
is  equal  to  any  other  style  that  cau  be  brought 
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jiguiiist  it.  I  italicise  "  low  clear  water,"  because 
the  oUl-fiisliioned  idea  tliat  trout  will  only  look  at  a 
minnow  in  a  "  minnow  water  "  ia  absolutely  erro- 
neous. I  have , caught  them  tluis  on  a  blazing  hot 
summer  day  when  there  has  hardly  been  a  water 
at  all.  when  you  could  not  get  near  thorn  with  a  fly, 
and  when  you  could  only  use  tiie  up-stream  worm 
by  wading.  Standing  on  tlie  banic  and  casting 
into  every  pool,  my  minnow  has  fetched  out  trout 
after  trout.  If  1  <'an  give  "  Thymallus "  any 
further  information,  ho  has  only  to  ask  for  it. — 
Yours  truly,  Ernest  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


r  SPINNING  FOR  TROUT. 

Dkar  Sir, —  Your  correspondent  "  Thymnllus  " 
asks  "  if  the  Nottingham  method  is  suitable  for 
spinning  for  trout  in  a  rapiil  Welsh  stream  nnich 
overgrown  with  trees  ?  "  This  question  can  hardly 
be  answered  offhand,  as  sundry  (h^lails  would  have 
to  be  taken  into  account  ;  but,  broadly  speaking, 
with,  say,  a  10ft.  rod  and  a  fine  silk  line  on  a  Notting- 
ham reel — a  Coxon's  "Aerial "  for  choice — a  man  wlio 
has  mastered  the  Nottingham  method  sufliciently 
to  enable  him  to  cast  a  light  minnow  to  any  desired 
spot  M'ill  unquestionably  oft(Mi  obtain  sport  in 
wooded  places  whei-e  other  nusthods  of  spimiing 
would  be  difficult  or  impossibU?.  The  great  stumb- 
ling block  encountered  by  the  begimier  with  the 
Nottingham  reel  is  not  its  tendency  to  overrun, 
for  a  preliminary  lesson  from  an  expert  and  a  few 
hours'  practice  will  enable  most  people  to  make 
clean  casts  into  spacte,  but  to  throw  a  light  bait 
accurately  in  any  desired  direction  is  quite  anotlier, 
and  infinitely  more  difficult,  tiling. 

Given  good  tuition,  however,  ami  an  average 
endowment  of  patience,  the  rec|uisite  knack  may  be 
acquired,  and  his  impending  half-centui-y  certainly 
need  not  act  as  a  deterrent  to  "  Thymallus." 

For  those  of  us  who  in  our  youth  graduatoil  in  the 
Nottingham  method  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent,  t\w 
fast  reel  has  no  terrors,  even  when  destitute  of 
check,  bars,  or  line-guard  ;  but  the  beginner,  even 
when  provided  with  the  pei-fected  reel  of  the  present 
day,  will  do  well  to  bear  in  mind  those  beautiful 
lines — 

"  'E's  all  right  when  you  know  'im. 
But  you've  got  to  know  'im  fust." 
For  this  warning  is  as  applicable  to  all  Nottingham 
reels  as  it  is  to  some  bull-terriers. — Yovu's  truly, 
Swiss  Cottage,  near  Bideford.       W.  H.  Hine. 


WET-FLY  PATTERNS  FOR 
DRY-FLY  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  cannot  pretend  to  know  all  the  best 
dry-fly  men,  and  I  am  quite  content  to  take  it  from 
"  Ballygunge "  that  upstream  wet-fly  fishing  has 
been  practised  by  all  the  best  dry-fly  men  for  many 
years.  I  can  only  say  that  no  such  case  has  come 
under  my  observation.  If  I  have  en-ed,  however,  I 
have  done  so  in  good  company,  for  in  a  recent  paper 
in  the  Field,  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  who  has  been  credited 
with  knowing  something  about  the  fishing  of  dry-fly 
rivers,  strongly  deprecating  the  practice  of  wet-fly 
fishing  on  dry-fly  streams,  shows  no  consciousness  of 
the  fact  that  wet-fly  fishing  could  be  pursued  on 
them  otherwise  than  by  long  lining  down  stream  or 
across  and  down. 

With  regard  to  the  patterns  I  have  commended  to 
the  attention  of  your  readers,  "Ballygunge"  may 
be  equally  right.  I  only  put  forward  what,  in  my 
experience,  paid.  My  observation  is  that  quills  and 
silk  bodies  are  not  equal  to  dubbed  bodies  for  wet 
flies,  as  a  general  rule.  My  object  is  to  get  the  fly 
quickly  under.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  served  by 
using  spent -winged  flies. 

For  bulging  trout  let  me  commend  to  "  Bally- 
gunge "  (1)  Tup's  Indispensable  (wet);  (2)  Green- 
well's  Glory  (wet) ;  and  (3)  Pope's  Nondescript  (dry 
or  wet) — in  the  order  named. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 


"TROUT  FISHING  IN  BRITTANY." 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  P.  C.  B.'s  "  inquiries 
on  fishing  in  Brittany,  Finistere  ia  full  of  trout 
streams,  most  of  which  are  free  to  anglers  ;  and 
there  is  a  certain'  amount  of  fishing  to  be  obtained 
further  north.  I  have  had  personal  experience  of 
the  fishing  in  southern  Brittany  for  some  years  past, 
and  should  advise  Le  Faouet,  Carhaix,  Huelgoat, 
and  Pont-.'Vven  as  the  best  centres.  The  hotels  in 
these  places  v&ry  from  four  to  eight  francs  per  day, 
inclusive  of  wine — of  everything,  in  fact,  save  a  cold 
bath,  which  when  obtainable  is  usually  a  franc 
oxtT'a.  The  Hotel  Julia,  at  Pont- Avon,  is  an  excel- 
lent house,  and  quite  the  most  comfortable  I  know 
in  these  parts.  It  is,  however,  very  full  in  the 
summer,  and  the  fishing  is  not  what  it  used  to  be 
some  few  years  ago — in  fact,  this  is  the  case  all 
over  Brittany. 

It  is  a  disheartening  game,  this  Breton  fishing  ! 
One  hears  stories  in  the  past  of  baskets  of  twenty 


brace  a  day  from  men  who  fished' these  waters  some 
thirty  years  ago.  Now  two  brace  a  day  on  most  of 
these  rivers  means  hard  work  and  an  infinite 
capacity  for  taking  jiains.  The  reason,  of  course,  it 
poaching  ;  everyonf^  poaches  in  a  Hreton  villages 
from  the  mayor  downwards.  I  have  seen  a  dragne, 
sunning  itself  on  the  village  bridge  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  the  interested  authorities  taking 
no  step  in  the  matter,  knowing  that  fish  would  be 
(theap  in  the  afternoon.  The  worst  evil,  however, 
is  lime,  and  in  many  of  the  smaller  streams  in  the 
south  the  trout  have  been  absolutely  exterminated 
by  its  use  during  the  last  few  years. 

It  is  more  than  disappointing  to  go  down  of  an 
evening  to  one's  favoiu'ito  pool,  there  to  find  a  full 
hatch  of  fly  sailing  gaily  down  the  river  and  not  one 
fisli  moving:  then  to  work  hard  in  the  runs  with 
a  wet  fly  with  no  result,  but  to  bo  told  on  the  return 
journey  by  the  small  boy  who  carries  the  landing- 
net  that  the  whole  village  had  been  out  netting  that 
part  of  the  river  the  night  before  !  I  have  always 
found  an  Alder  the  most  killing  fly  in  Brittany,  and 
a  Manth  Mrown  and  Jilun  Upi'ight  (tied  hackle, 
without  wings)  the  best  for  early  fishing.  However, 
the  Alder  takes  better  than  anything  I  know  during 
all  the  later  months  of  the  season.  I  Would  not 
iliscourage  your  correspondent  with  regard  to 
Firittany  as  a  charming  place  for  spending  a  few 
weeks'  holiihiy  with  the  chance  of  a  little  fishing 
thrown  in.  It  is  all  this,  but  as  a  place  to  go  for 
fishing— for  good  fishing — I  would  (liscourage  him. 
It  is  true  there  is  some  fairly  good  fly  fishing  for 
chub  in  parts,  but  poaching  has  so  ruin<Hl  the  trout 
fi.shing  during  the  past  few  years  that  now  I  do  not 
know  one  river  in  Brittany  that  I  could  recoimnend 
as  likely  to  afford  good  sport.  I  only  wish,  through 
the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper,  I  miRht  induce 
some  sportsman,  who  cannot  afford  his  salmon  river 
in  Scotland  or  his  odd  mile  of  fishing  on  our  exorbi- 
tant chalk  streams,  to  look  towards  Brittany. 
There  he  might  for  a  mere  song  obtain  some  of  the 
finest  dry-fly  water  in  the  world,  and  with  the 
introduction  of  a  fresh  stock  of  fish,  and  a  ttouple 
of  stolid  Scotch  keepers,  he  might  rival  the  Test  or 
the  Itchen,  and  I  fully  believe  that  some  of  the 
water  north  of  Quimperle  and  around  Le  F;iouet, 
if  only  properly  lookecl  after,  has  the  making  of  some 
of  the  finest  fishing  in  Europe. — Yours  truly, 

A.  ROMILLY  FeDDEN. 

Henbnry,  Glou'^'cstersliire. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Fedden. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  to  spend  my  summer 
holidays  in  France,  either  at  Dinard  or  St.  Malo,  in 
Brittany.  Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  whether  I  can  obtain  trout  fishing  or 
coarse  fishing  near  either  of  those  two  places.  If 
there  is  trout  fishing,  I  should  like  to  know  what 
are  the  flies  and  what  is  the  cost  of  it.  I  intend  to 
go  at  the  end  of  Jidy,  and  should  like  to  know  if 
that  is  the  month.  I  shall  be  glad  of  any  informa- 
tion that  might  be  giv^en. — Yours  truly, 

'  W.  G.  Dukinfield. 

P.S. — A  little  sea-fishing  would  be  very  acceptable 
if  there  is  any. 


FISHING  NEAR  ST.  NEOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  intend  spending  my  summer 
holidays  about  three  miles  south  of  St.  Neots,  near 
the  Great  Ouse,  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  if  the  coarse  fishing  is  good, 
and  whether  it  is  general  fishing  or  chiefly  roach  and 
bream. — Yours  truly,  J.  M.  C. 

[Mr.  Scard,  of  Holywell  Ferry,  would,  no  doubt, 
give  you  all  particulars.] 


WHALEBONE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Erin,"  I  can  supply 
whalebone  at  a  very  low  price,  as  follows  : — Sin. 
long,  about  ^^gin.  square,  lOd.  ;  9in.  ditto,  lid.  ; 
loin,  ditto.  Is.  ;  longer  lengths  are  more  expensive. 
Above  prices  are  post  paid. 

Some  time  ago  you  inserted  a  letter  from  me 
saying  that  I  could  supply  whalebone  as  above. 
Since  then  I  have  svipplied  numerous  pieces  to 
different  anglers,  and  have  received  no  complaints. 

I  am  able  to  supply  the  short  lengths  so  cheaply 
owing  to  an  accimaulation  that  I  cannot  use  in  my 
business. — Yours  truly,  F.  Zebin. 

13,  Hotel-street,  Leicester. 


FISHING  NEAR  BARNARD  CASTLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  a  week  or 
two's  holiday  near  Barnard  Castle,  and  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
could  give  any  information  regarding  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood,  trout-fishing,  etc  ;  if  worm-fishing 
allowed,  and  if  free,  or  moderate  charges. — Yours 
truly,  .  _^   H.  M.  Blackpool. 


TROLLING  FOR  SALMON  AND  TROUT  AND 
SEA-FISHING  WANTED. 

DjCAR  Si  It, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of| 
your  readers  could  inform  mo  of  some  place  ini 
Scotland  or  Ireland  where  some  good  trolling  for 
salmon  and  trout  could  be  obtained,  combined  with 
sea-fishing,  and  the  best  time  of  year  to  go  ?  If 
near  golf-links  it  would  bo  an  additional  attraction. 
— Yours  truly,  Iford. 

WEIGHTS  OF  TROUT  FOR  INCHES  OF 
LENGTH. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Cooper's  trout,  as  pictured  on 
page  300,  May  2(),  weighs  about  ■'i^lb.  according  to 
Mr.  Sturdy 's  method,  using  post  and  rail. 

I  wonder  if  your  readers  can  discover  how  f  have 
managed  the  measurement  ? — Faithfully  yours, 

J.  E.  FoRSTUB,  M.D.  ; 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  ACHILL.  j 
Dkar  Siii, — T  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  yon  | 
could  obtain  for  me  anv  information  about  the 
fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Achill,  West  Coast  of  Ireland — 
any  points  on  accommodation,  terms,  best  months, 
flies,  and  fish  to  be  caught  would  be  most  acceptable. 
— Yours  trulv, 

A.  H.  Du  BouLAY  (Lieut.  R.E.). 

FISHING  IN  BUCKS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  .to  hear  of  some  good 
coars(!  and  trout  fishing,  at  a  nominal  cost  and  within  i 
about  twenty-fivo  miles  of  Ealing,  other  than  the  j 
Thames. 

Any  information  re  the  Wye,  or  other  Bucking- 
hamshire water,  would  be  particularly  appreciated 
by — Yours  truly,  Stranger.  ! 

TROUT  STREAM  NEAR  CHIPPING  > 
NORTON. 

Dear  Sir, — Tlio  stream  near  Chipping  Norton  | 
Junction  referred  to   by  a  correspondent  is  the,' 
River  Evenlode,  which  runs  into  the  Thames  above  ' 
Oxford.    The  Evenlode  Fishing  Club  has  the  control- 
of  it  from  Charlbury  to  the  Junction,  and  is  engaged 
in  stocking  it  with  trout.     The  hon.  secretary  is 
the  Rev.  D.  Horlock,  the  Vicarage,  Milton-under- 
Wychwood.  Oxon. 

The  Bell,  Charlbury,  or  the  Langston  Arms, 
Chipping  Norton  Junction,  are  both  good  and 
convenient  hoiLses  to  stay  at. — Yours  truly. 

Rainbow. 


FISHING  AT  TORQUAY  AND  TEIGNMOUTH.  i 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if  i 
there  is  coarse  fishing  at  both  Torquay  and  Teign-; 
mouth,  and  which  are  the  most  likely  places,  and] 
whether  the  charges  would  be  within  reach  of  a; 
short  purse  ?  and  oblige  yours  truly,     Plummet.  '; 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  contemplate  having  about  a  fort-  j 
jiight's  trout-fishing  in  the  Aaseral  district,  Norway,  ! 
about  the  middle  of  J une,  and  shall  be  glad  to  heaf  I 
from  and  join  any  of  your  readers  who  may  be  con-  j 
templating  a  similar  outing.    I  have  all  necessary  ' 
particulars,  and  find  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
through  Messrs.  Wilson,  of  Hull,  a  first-class  tour 
ticket  at  the  inclusive  charge  out  and  home  of  £12. 
Unlimited    trout-fishing.    A    description    of  the 
Aaseral  Hotel  appeared  in  the  Finhrng  Gazette  some 
time  ago.    Mutual  references.    I  enclose  my  card. — 
Yours  truly,  Norway. 


"BEST  COARSE  FISHING  IN  ENGLAND." 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  wlvat  j 
is  cons-idered  the  "  best  coarse  fishing  in  England," 
with  particulars  as  to  charges  for  tickets  (if  any)  and 
accommodation  ?— Yours  truly,  Portsdovto. 


DRESSINGS  OF  FLIES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  thank  "  Little  Marryat  " 
for  the  very  excellent  dressings  of  flies  he  gave 
in  the  Fishinq  Gazette  of  May  12.  I  have  had  some 
of  the  flies  dressed,  and  find  them  kill  splendidly, 
as  no  doubt  the  correspondent  who  asked  for  these 
dressings  has. 

May  I  ask  a  further  kindness  ?  I  should  esteem 
it  a  great  favour  if  he  would  give  the  dressings  of 
"  the  Little  Dark  Spinner  "  (No.  22  Ronald's),  and 
any  fly  he  considers  good  for  late  evening  fishing 
during  June. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  N. 

FLY-CASTING  LESSONS.  '  j 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  ] 
will  giv^e  me  infonnation  as  to  where  lessons  in 
fly-casting  can  be  obtained  in  London,  and  about 
how  much  a  course  of  such  lessons  would  cost. — ■ 
Yours  truly.  Casting. 

{Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  JUNE  9,  1906. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Arrival  of  the  English  Trout  Eggs  in  New 
Zealand. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  eggs  sent  out  to  New  Zealand  arrived 
safely,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  letter  and 
report. 

Mr.  Alexander  C.  Begg,  president  of  the  Otago 
Acclimatisation  Society,  who  called  on  me  when 
m^Engiand  last  year  to  arrange  about  the  exchange, 

"Dear  Mr.  Mabstoit,  —  Since  writing  you 
the  ss.  Maori  has  arrived,  and  the  S.  fario  eggs 
have  been  received  in  good  order.  I  am  sending 
you  a  newspaper  reporting  our  meeting,  and  report 
on  eggs  by  Mr.  F.  Deans,  the  society's  manager. 
Jt  18  very  gratifying  to  our  society  that  these  eggs 
Have  am  ved  in  such  excellent  order,  and  are  h  atching 
80  well.  Our  council  passed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  yourself.  Lord  Denbigh,  Mr.  W.  J.  Alexander, 
and  all  who  have  assisted  you  in  procuring  and 
forwarding  these  eggs.  Will  you  kindly  convey 
our  thanks  to  these  gentlemen.  Will  you,  please, 
send  us  a  memo  of  all  expenses  connected  with 
the  transport  and  shipment,  and  we  shall  be  most 
nappy  to  pay  any  expense  incurred. 

"  We  hope  to  send  you  a  shipment  of  trout  eggs 
m  .July  or  August,  and  shall  take  every  care  in 
packmg  and  shipment,  and  hope  for  a  successful 
result. 

"We  had  no  advice  of  the  shipment  .per  ss. 
'       except  your  own  letters  and  cablegram,  so 
-0  not  know  the  quantities  packed,  but  we 
i'ite  that  there  will  be  7000  fertile  eggs  of  the 
,  ,         ^f-}^  lot  and  about  .3000  of  Lord  Denbigh's 
'  ''•    With  kind  regards.— Yours  truly, 

"Alex.  C.  Bbqo,  President." 
Otaoo  AccLraATiSATioiir  SociETr. 
F.xtract  from  the  "  Olago  Times  "  of  April  28. 
The  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society's  Council  held 
Its  regular  meeting  yesterday  afternoon,  there  being 


present— Messrs.  A.  C.  Begg  (chairman),  R.  Chis- 
holm,  A.  E.  Farquhar,  C.  D.  R.  Richardson,  T 
Brown,  C.  P.  M.  Butterworth,  G.  M.  Marshall,  and 
Messrs.  D.  Russell  and  F.  Deans,  secretary  and 
manager  respectively.  An  apology  for  absence 
was  received  from  Mr.  S.  M'Donald. 
Mr.  Deans'  report  for  April  was  as  follows : — 

Ova  from  Home. 
By  the  ss.  Maori,  which  arrived  at  Dunedin 
Wharf  on  Sunday,  April  22,  a  consignment  of  trout 
ova  was  received  from  London.    The  shipment 
comprised  two  cases— one  contained  Blagdon  Lake 
trout  ova,  and  the  other  trout  ova  from  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh's  fish  hatchery.  North  Wales.   These  cases, 
with  a  quantity  of  ice,  were  conveyed  to  the  Opoho 
hatchery  on  Monday  morning,  and  to  show  the 
interest  taken  in  the  experiment,  several  members 
of  the  council  of  the   Acclimatisation  Society 
visited  the  hatchery  to   watch   the  operation 
of    unpacking.     The    first    case    opened  was 
the   one   containing   the    Blagdon    Lake  ova. 
This  case  is  the  one  we  sent  home  last  year,  and 
is  one  of  the  old  and  familiar  Howietoun  cases, 
the  construction  of  which  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
refer  to  here.    The  ova  was  packed  in  eight  trays, 
one  layer  in  each  tray,  a  layer  of  moss  below  and 
one  above  the  ova,  but  no  cloth  was  used.  The 
chief  engineer,  who  had  charge  of  the  ova,  had  in- 
structions to  go  over  the  ova  occasionally  and 
remove  the  bad  ones,  and  he  landed  them  here  in 
fine  condition.    T  estimate  there  were  about  85  per 
cent,  good,  and  they  commenced  hatching  soon 
after  being  placed  in  the  water,  and  are  now  (27th) 
hatching  well.    The  natural  temperature  of  the 
water  before  it  was  reduced  was  47deg.  Fahr.,  and 
it  was  reduced  to  39deg.    The  Earl  of  Denbigh's 
case  was  of  much  larger  proportions,  being  24in. 
by  26in.  by  .34in.,  and  the  method  of  packing  was 
very  different.    First  there  was  about  .5in.  of  chaff 
on  the  bottom,  then  a  box  a  fewinchessmaller,witha 
skeleton  bottom,  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the  chaff, 
also  allowing  for  insulation,  then  a  smaller  box  in 
the  centre,  with  plenty  of  ice  around  it.    The  ova 
was  laid  on  small  trays  with  butter  cloth  bottoms, 
without  moss.    There  were  six  trays  containing  ova, 
and  four  empty  ones,  with  a  receptacle  on  top  of  the 
trays  well  filled  with  pulverised  ice.    With  respect 
to  this  case,  the  chief  engineer's  instructions  were 
to  keep  a  supply  of  ice  in  the  box,  but  not  to  open 
out  the  trays.    The  number  of  ova  on  each  tray 
would  probably  have  been  500  or  600,  but  some  of 
them  had  been  dead  a  considerable  time,  and  had 
grown  into  clusters.    To  the  naked  eye  a  large 
number  of  the  eggs  appeared  good,  but  on  placing 
them  in  the  water  it  was  soon  observed  that  a  large 
proportion  of  them  had  weak  embryos,  and  com- 
menced to  burst  and  die.    These  are  not  in  such 
an  advanced  state  as  the  Blagdon  ova,  and  as  they 
are  still  going  bad,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  what 
number  will  survive.    There  is  no  record  how  many 
the  engineer  may  have  picked  out,  but  I  believe 
there  will  be  7000  or  8000  young  fish  from  the 
Blagdon  Lake  ova,  and  this,  it  must  be  admitted, 
is  a  great  success.    While  cleaning  out  the  case 
from  the  hatcheries  of  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  I  was 
struck  with  the  dry  nature  of  the  chaff  in  the  centre 
of  the  case,  immediately  underneath  the  trays  con- 
taining the  ova.    It  was  perfectly  dry,  so  that  it  is 
possible.there  may  have  been  a  deficiency  of  moisture 
about  the  ova  on  the  long  passage,  which  may 
account  for  the  weakly  constitution  of  the  embryo. 
I  also  think  that  if  there  had  been  a  slight  sprinkling 
of  moss  on  the  ova  it  might  have  strengthened  their 
vitality.    This  consignment  of  ova  is  in  return  for 
a  case  of  our  local  trout  ova  which  was  sent  home 
last  year,  and  which  proved  to  be  almost  a  total 
failure,  but  another  is  to  be  sent  this  winter,  when 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  results  will  be  more  encouraging. 

The  chairman  said  the  Blagdon  Lake  trout  were 
much  larger  than  others.  They  were  so  large  that 
they  were  not  allowed  to  be  caught  under  41b., 
which  showed  that  the  fish  generally  were  very  large 
in  size.  They  might  congratulate  themselves  upon 
getting  out  such  a  fine  stock  fish.  Mr.  Marston 
(England)  had  written  him  privately  that  if  they 
crossed  these  fish  with  the  best  fish  the  society  had 
they  would  have  a  good  strain.  He  (the  chairman) 
thought  they  should  vote  the  engineer  of  the  boat 
£5  for  looking  after  the  ova  so  well. 

In  connection  with  the  report  on  ova  by  the 
steamer  Maori,  it  was  resolved  that  the  society's 
hearty  thanks  bo  sent  to  Mr.  Marston,  who  had 
attended  to  matters  generally,  and  that  the  society 
would  gladly  pay  any  expense  incurred  by  him ; 


further,  that  £5  bo  handed  to  the  engineer  of  the 
ss.  Maori  for  looking  after  the  ova,  and  that  the 
shipping  company  be  thanked  for  its  trouble  in  the 
matter. 


In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Otago  Acclimatisation  Socictv,  dated  Dunedin, 
May  1— three  days  later  than  the  president's  letter 
— he  says : — 

"  Deae  Sie, — Have  sent  by  this  mail  three  more 
copies  of  the  paper  with  Mr.  Deans'  account  of  the 
ova  shipment,  thinking  you  would  like  to  forward 
same  to  those  who  supplied  the  eggs.  Have  just 
rung  up  Mr.  Deans,  and  he  tells  me  that  the  eggs 
packed  in  moss  are  doing  splendidly,  and  that  half 
of  them  are  hatched  out.  Tho.se  in  the  other  case 
are  not  doing  very  well.  None  are  hatched  out 
yet,  but  a  considerable  number  of  them  are  still 
bursting.— Yours  faithfully, 

"D.  Rtjssell,  Hon.  Sec." 

The  Erne. 

The  salmon-fishing  season  on  the  Erne  is  very 
late  this  year.  Mr.  A.  R.  Peart,  who  is  fishing  at 
Belleek,  tells  me  that  the  first  fish— 241b.  and  101b.— 
were  got  on  May  23  ;  he  had  a  271b.  fish  on 
May  24.  The  recent  heavy  rain  brought  a  flood 
down,  which  should  do  good. 

Messrs.  Farlow  and  Company's  New  Split-Cane 
Rod, 

Messrs.  Charles  Farlow  and  Co.  have  recently 
added  to  their  general  stock  of  rods  a  very  fine  split- 
cane  trout  fly  rod,  made  to  meet  the  demand  for  a 
powerful  light  rod  on  the  lines  of  the  best  American 
rods.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  as  good  in  every  respect, 
and  better  in  some,  inasmuch  as  the  winch  fittings 
and  ferrules,  although  not  heavy,  are  not  so  slight 
as  in  some  of  the  light-weight  Americans.  This  rod 
is  another  proof  that,  given  a  demand  for  it,  there  is 
nothing  m  the  way  of  rods  or  tackle  which  our  firms* 
cannot  supply. 


To  all  who  are  Interested  in  the  Usk. 

Everyone  who  is  interested  in  that  fine  salmon 
and  trout  river,  the  Usk,  ought  to  see  the  report 
on  ,  the  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Breck- 
nock and  Abergavenny  Canal,  printed  at  the 
Bedford  Press,  20  and  21,  Bedfordbury,  Strand. 
The  report  was  made  for  the  editor  of  the 
pamphlet,  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  by  an  engineer, 
Mr.  Hanmer  G.  Griffith,  and  is  accompanied  by 
reproductions  of  photographs.  The  photographs  and 
the  report  seem  to  me  to  bear  out  the  statemsnt 
of  Mr.  Lloyd— namely,  that  there  has  been  a  very 
much  greater  abstraction  of  water  from  the  Usk 
than  there  is  any  statutory  authority  for.  It 
would  have  been  very  useful  if  Mr.  Lloyd  had 
given  a  table  showing  the  amount  of  water 
abstracted  during  the  years  when  the  Usk  salmon 
fishery  was  so  flourishing,  and  the  amount  for  the 
last  few  years  when  it  has  fallen  off  so  considerably. 
I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Lloyd  has  come  to  be  looked 
upon  as  an  uncompromising  and  prejudiced  agitator, 
and  for  this  reason  the  evidence  he  has  collected 
may  not  receive  the  attention  it  undoubtedly 
deserves,  which  is  unfortunate  for  the  future  of  the 
Usk.  The  report  of  the  engineer  is  doubtless  all 
right,  but  it  would  probably  be  easy  enough  for  the 
other  side— that  is,  those  accused  of  abstracting 
Usk  water  unfairly— to  produce  any  amount  of 
expert  evidence  to  show  that  Mr.  Lloyd's  con- 
tentions are  all  moonshine.  It  is  to  be  hoped  if  a 
Royal  Commission  to  report  on  our  canals  is 
appointed  it  will  take  up  this  question  of  alleged 
robbing  of  the  Usk,  and  of  the  injury  to  our 
fisheries  by  abstraction  of  water  generally. 

May  Fly  Fishing  on  Lough  Derg, 

Mr.  David  Pine  writes  on  June  2  :— 
"  I  have  heard  from  Ireland  (Lough  Derg),  where 
the  May  Fly  has  been  up  for  some  time.  Weather 
has  been  very  bad  indeed.  Best  day,  fourteen 
trout,  351b.  I  hear  a  bad  account  of  fishing  over 
there  generally." 

Parsley  as  a  Fish  "  Rejoycer." 

In  the  "  Maison  Rustique,"  or,  rather,  in  Mark- 
ham's  edition  of  1616,  I  find  this  note :  "  The 
leaves  of  parsley  cast  upon  the  water  of  fish-ponds 
doe  recreate  and  rejoyce  the  sick  and  diseased 
fish."  There  may  be  something  in  this,  which 
those  who  have  small  fish-ponds  may  find  useful 
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Interesting  and  Successful  Salmon  Smolt 
Marking  Experiments. 

I  am  veiy  glad  to  publish  the  following  interest- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  as  it  shows  that 
the  delicate  little  salmon  smolt  can  be  marked  so 
as  to  identify  it  on  its  return  as  a  grilse  ;  also  it 
adds  to  our  knowledge  of  the  life  history  of  the 
salmon :—  „      Scott-street,  Perth. 

"June  5. 

"Deabi'Sir,  —  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  be 
interested,  as  well  as  your  readers,  to  know  the 
result  of  our  marking  of  smolts  in  the  River  Tay 


Lumsden,  Superintendent  Tay  District  Salmon 
Fisheries  Board,  Mr.  H.  W.  Johnston,  of  Dunross, 
and  others  who  had  been  at  the  marking  of  the 
smolts,  and  we  are  all  satisfied  it  is  one  of  our 
1905  marking.  I  took  a  photograph  of  the  fish, 
and  also  one  of  the  fin  (the  latter  being  life  size). 
The  large  photograph  shows  the  wire,  and  also 
where  it  had  been  working  backwards  and  forwards. 

"  Our  object  in  marking  the  smolts  was  to  find 
out  whether  they  returned  grilse  the  same  year ; 
this  being  the  opinion  held  by  nearly  all  fishermen 
and  naturalists  up  till  now. 

"  We  had  to  believe  the  same  till  we  took  to 


What  I  should  like  to  see  would  bo  artificially 
reared  smolts  marked  so  that  they  could  bo 
identified  with  certainty  when  they  returned  as 
grilse ;  and  I  hope  that  Mr.  Malloch  may  soon  be 
able  to  report  the  capture  of  more  of  tho  marked 
smolts.  1  have  had  the  illustrations  carefully 
reproduced  the  exact  size  of  the  photographs. 

Great  Culture  of  Rainbow  Trout  in  Germany. 

The  rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus)  is  in  great 
demand  as  a  table  fish  in  all  parts  of  Germany.  In 
a  recent  number  of  tho  AUgemeinc  Fischerei  Zeitung, 
I  notice   over  ten  million  rainbow  trout  eggs  for 
sale  in   advertisements   of  different 
breeders,  besides  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  fry.         R.  B.  Maeston. 


CONCEKNING  CAKP  AND 
CAEP  FISHING. 


Geilse,  2lb,  ILoz.,  maeked  by  Mb.  P.  D. 


Malloch  as  a  Smolt,  and  caught  with  the  wike  in  dorsal  fin 

A  YEAE  later. 


during  the  past  three  seasons.  The  first  season's 
marking  (1904)  was  done  with  a  silver  wire  inserted 
into  the  skin  under  the  dead  fin  ;  this  did  not  turn 
out  satisfactory  as  it  put  the  fish  o£E  its  balance, 
and  many  of  them  died.  In  1905  we  adopted  a 
very  much  finer  wire,  intending  to  insert  the  wire 
in  front  of  the  dorsal  fin ;  but  those  whom  we 
employed  either  took  it  upon  themselves  or  mistook 
the  instructions  I  gave  them,  for  instead  of  insert- 
ing the  wire  in  front  of  the  fin,  they  inserted  it 
into  the  root  of  the  fin.  We  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  mark  would  grow  up  with  the  fin,  and 
would  be  liable  to  be  torn  out. 


DoiiSAL  Fin  of  the  2lb. 


15oz.  Grilse, 
Wire  Mark. 


"This  . year,  ]906,  we  marked  many  thousands 
of  smolts  by  inserting  the  fine  wire  in  front  of  the 
dorsal  fin.    These  have  all  gone  to  the  sea. 

"On  Friday,  June  1,  at  the  Pie-road  Station, 
three  miles  below  Perth,  a  grilse  of  2[b.  15oz.  was 
caught  in  the  nets  with  one  of  our  1905  marks  in 
the  dorsal  fin.  This  fish  had  been  in  the  sea  a  little 
over  a  year.  The  mark,  as  expected,  had  been 
carried  up  about  five-eighths  of  an  inch  with  the 
growth  of  the  fin,  and  as  it  had  been  working 
backwards  and  forwards  the  fin  is  somewhat  worn. 

"The  fisli   has  been  examined    by  Mr.  Alex. 


examining  the  scales  of  parr,  smolts,  grilse  and 
salmon.  From  a  study  of  these  I  was  clearly  con- 
vinced that  smolts  going  down  to  the  sea  in  April 
and  May  did  not  return  as  grilse  until  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

,  "  From  the  scales  I  find  this  grilse  went  down  to 
the  sea  when  two  years  old,  and  remained  in  the 
sea  for  twelve  months.  The  scales  of  this  grilse 
correspond  with  all  the  scales  of  the  grilse  I  have 
got  from  others  of  the  same  weight  and  age. 

"  We  are  in  hopes  of  getting  more  marks,  having 
marked  nearly  8000  smolts  in  1905.  This  season, 
so  far,  we  have  only  netted  thirty  grilse. 

"None  of  the  smolts 
which  were  marked  with 
wire  in  the  '  Stormont- 
field  Pond  Experiment ' 
many  years  ago  were 
ever  seen.  Many  were 
marked  by  cutting  off 
the  adipose  fin,  and  seven 
of  these  were  said  to  be 
got,  returning  the  same 
season  that  they  were 
marked.  (Reported  in 
the  Field,  April  12, 1856.) 
This  I  could  not  take  as 
evidence  at  all,  for  in  our 
fish  house  we  often  see 
fish  with  the  adipose  fin 
removed. 

"  Not  only  in  the  Tay 
but  in  many  other  rivers 
smolts  have  been  marked 
and  said  to  have  returned 
the  same  year  as  grilse, 
some    of    them  being 
caught  six  weeks  after 
being  marked,  and  hav- 
ing attained  the  weight 
of  31b.  in  this  short  time. 
"  I  have  a  collection  of  smolt  and  grilse  scales, 
but  have  no  scales  of  grilse  that  have  not  been 
from  one  to  one  and  a  half  years  in  the  sea.  Putting 
the  two  together,  I  am  clearly  convinced  that  no 
grilse  ever  return  to  fresh  water  the  same  year 
that  they  go  down  as  grilse. 

"  We  are  also  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  tell  by 
our  marking  the  history  of  the  small  spring  fish, 
whioh  at  present  remains  a  mystery. 

"  1  am  preserving  the  marked  grilse,  and  anyone 
interested  in  it  can  see  it  at  any  time. — Yours 
faithfully,  "P.  D.  Malloch.'.' 


showing  Mr.  Malloch's 


(Continued  from  page  373.) 
Bails.  —  Some  most  unusual  and 
extraordinary  lures  are  recommended 
from  time  to  time  to  catch  carp. 
Although  these  may  sometimes  suc- 
ceed, 1  am  convinced  that  as  good 
results  can  be  oVjtained  with  good, 
clean,  freshly-made,  plain  white  paste 
as  with  many  other  baits  so  fre- 
quently commended.  The  paste  I 
recommend  for  carp  is  best  prepared 
j  ust  before  commencing  to  fish,  thus  : 
Take  a  portion  of  the  crumb  of  a 
loaf  a  day  old  (those  known  as  "  milk 
loaves"  arc  best)  and  put  it  in  a 
clean  piece  of  muslin  or  linen,  the 
former  for  preference  ;  dip  it  in  the 
water  for  a  few  seconds,  then  squeeze 
it  as  dry  as  possible,  and  knead 
it  until  it  is  perfectly  plastic.  When 
ready,  it  should  be  kept  in  a  clean 
damp  cloth,  and  away  from  the  wind  and  light 
as  much  as  josiible,  otherwise  it  will  turn  hard 
and  dark  in  c(  lo  ir,  and  the  greatest  care  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  tobacco  in  any  form  coming  in 
contact  with  it,  either  during  the  kneading  or  after 
it.  One's  hands,  too,  should  be  perfectly  clean  and 
free  from  scent  when  handling  it.  Never  keep 
paste  for  future  use,  it  must  be  freshly  made  if 
one  expects  to  succeed.  Other  baits  which  carp 
will  occasionally  take  more  or  less  freely  are — 
pastes  of  all  kinds,  gentles,  worms,  small  cubes  of 
potato,  bloodworms,  wasp  grubs,  breadcrust,  .stewed 
wheat,  cooked  peas  and  beans,  caterpillars,  insects, 
and  various  fruits.  I  have  placed  these  baits 
according  to  my  estimationr  of  their  killing  powers, 
paste  standing  first. 

Fishing  a  Foul  Water. — Owing  to  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  angler  has  to  contend  in  many 
waters,  I  shall  refer  to  ponds,  etc.,  which  are  very 
foul  and  apparently  unfishable.  I  have  repeatedly 
seen  it  stated  that  in  waters  of  this  description  a 
space  should  be  cleared  ;  this  measure  is  not  advis- 
able— in  many  cases  it  does  more  harm  than  good, 
on  account  of  the  nauseous  accumulations,  rubbish 
of  all  kinds,  and  bad  gases  one  is  certain  to  let  free 
in  some  waters.  When  about  to  fish  in  a  foul  pond, 
the  first  thing  is  to  carefully  examine  the  water, 
and  see  if  there  is  not  some  clear  space  easy  to 
reach  (say.  15ft.)  from  the  bank  into  which  it  is 
possible  to  drop  one's  tackle.  It  does  not  much 
matter  if  this  clear  space  be  only  a  foot  in  width, 
for  that  would  give  room  in  which  to  work  a  light 
tackle  attached  to  the  end  of  an  18ft.  roach  pole  ; 
in  fact,  I  have  caught  carp  from  small  open  spaces 
in  the  weeds  such  as  this. 

Having  found  a  suitable  place,  the  next  thing 
to  do  is  to  find  the  depth  of  water  that  is  free  from 
weeds,  debris,  etc.,  or,  in  other  words,  the  distance 
between  the  weeds  or  the  debris  and  the  surface. 
Allow  the  plummet  to  sink  gently  imtil  you  feel  its 
descent  is  impeded,  either  by  some  ob.struction  or' 
the  bottom,  then,  after  it  has  had  time  to  settle  for  a 
few  seconds,  raise  it  slowly.  If  the  bottom  on 
which  it  has  rested  be  clear,  it  will  come  away  with- 
out trouble,  but  if  it  has  penetrated  into  debris  of 
any  description  the  probability  is  that  it  will  catch;, 
in  lowering  the  float  on  the  line  it  should  not  h3 
forgotten  that  it  is  not  the  bottom  of  the  lake  but 
the  top  of  the  uppermost  weeds,  etc.,  that  one 
wants  to  find,  and  after  a  little  practice  this  will  not 
be  difficult  to  accomplish.  Having  found  the  depth 
of  the  clear  water  (it  need  not  be  more  than  15in.),' 
adjust  your  float  so  that  the  hait  when  settled'. 
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will  be  2in.  or  3in.  above  the  weeds  or  bottom,  as 
the  case  may  be.  Remember,  I  am  referring  to  still 
waters  that  cannot  be  fished  in  the  ordinary  way. 
The  exact  strength  of  the  tackle  used  must  be 
regulated  by  circumstances,  it  being  clearly  under- 
.stood  that  a  fish  when  once  hooked  mast  be  held, 
and  perhaps  dragged  bodily  over  the  top  of  the 
weeds  or  lost,  and  that  running  tackle  would  be 
useless  when  fishing  under  such  conditions  as  these. 
If  they  exceeded  31b.  in  weight,  I  should  use  a 
No.  8  or  No.  9  hook  to  gut  that  would  lift  a  dead 
weight  of  about  41b.  For  carp  below  this  weight 
one  must  use  gut  as  strong  and  fiae  as  possible  and 
a  No.  10  or  No.  11  hook,  not  too  fine  in  the  wire. 
The  top  of  the  long  rod  or  roach-pole  should,  of 
course,  be  proportionately  strong,  but  pliant,  for 
the  heavier  fish,  and  the  gut  line  attached  to  a 
piece  of  good  silk  "  topping,"  which  in  turn  should 
be  fixed  not  directly  to  the  tip  of  the  rod,  but  to  the 
next  joint,  so  that  should  a  break  occur  there  is 
still  a  chance  of  saving  at  any  rate  part  of  the  tackle. 

Float. — Any  small  float  will  do  to  use  with  the 
finer  tackle,  say  2in.  of  peacock  quill,  and  a  small 
globe  of  plain  cork  with  the  stouter,  and  with  just 
one  shot  fixed  where  the  hook  gut  and  cast  join. 

Hooks. — Some  may  think  that  the  sizes  of  hooks 
recommended  are  small  for  carp,  but  I  always  find 
that  they  take  the  bait  more  readily  when  a  small 
hook  is  used,  and  it  is  well  covered. 

Method. — This  is  fairly  easy.  Having  deter- 
mined the  exact  depth  one  is  going  to  fish,  the  line 
should  be  so  arranged  that  one  has  not  more  than 
.3ft.  at  most  between  the  top  of  the  rod  and  the 
float,  then  arrange  the  rests  so  that  the  rod  will 
hold  the  line  between  the  float  and  rod  point  off 
the  water,  but  not  keep  it  taut — in  short,  with  a 
slight  curve. 

All  being  ready,  bait  with  a  nice  piece  of  white 
paste,  slightly  flattening  it  after  it  is  on  the  hook, 
so  that  it  appears  larger  than  it  really  is  ;  carefully 
fix  the  rod  in  the  rests,  be  seated,  and  await  events. 
A  few  bloodworms,  gentles,  or  some  breadcrumbs 
well  soaked  may  be  cast  around  the  float  as  ground- 
bait,  but  no  ground- baiting  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  term  should  be  done  in  these  foul  waters — it 
would  simply  sink  into  the  weeds  or  debris,  and 
serves  no  good  purpose.  Presently  a  carp  comes 
sailing  through  the  wesds,  and,  noticing  the  crumbs 
floating  around,  for  they  sink  slowly,  starts  sucking 
them  in,  and  in  due  course  takes  the  baited  hook, 
and  when  the  float  gives  a  decided  dip  one  should 
strike  firmly  but  gently,  and  get  one's  quarry  willy- 
nilly  to  the  net  or  lose  him.  Should  paste  not  prove 
successful,  one  may  try  other  baits,  but  I  am 
convinced  that  for  this  style  of  angling  for  carp, 
paste,  gentles,  small  red  and  bloodworms  are 
unsurpassed.  The  chief  things  to  remember  when 
fishing  these  foul  waters  are  :  Fish  as  deep  as 
possible,  but  keep  just  clear  of  the  debris  or  the 
ground,  and  fish  in  the  largest  and  clearest  opening 
one  can  find.  Use  the  finest  tackle  possible  com- 
patible with  safety.  Fish  before  the  sun  rises  or 
after  it  has  set,  and  make  little  or  no  disturbance. 

Angling  for  Carp  in  Clear  Water. — There  is  little 
to  say  beyond  endorsing  what  I  have  already 
WTitten,  for  anyone  accustomed  to  roach  fishing 
ought  to  b3  fairly  successful  with  carp  if  he  follows 
the  same  m3thods  as  he  would  for  catching  roach, 
bearing  in  mind  that  I  consider  it  far  better  to  fish 
off  the  bottom  when  angling  for  carp,  and  I  prefer 
rather  a  long  rod  (say,  one  of  15ft.  or  over),  even 
when  using  running  tackle,  for  its  length  enables 
one  to  fish  with  much  less  disturbance  than  would 
otherwise  ba  the  case.  Again,  I  would  strongly 
advise  the  angler  who  wishes  to  catch  carp  not 
to  use  the  leger,  for,  owing  to  the  splash  caused 
l)y  the  lead  and  the  resistance  of  so  much  line 
irijthe  water,  this  tackle  is  far  less  effective  than  is 
generally  supposed.  As  an  alternative  to  the  use 
of  leger  tackle  in  large  bodies  of  water,  where 
carp  are  som^  distance  from  the  bank,  I  would 
advise  baiting  a  suitable  pitch  five  or  six  yards 
from  the  side  with  well-boiled  rice  for  two  or  three 
nights,  th<3n  fishing  it  with  pa^te,  gentles,  or  small 
cub3s  of  nicely-prepared  potato.  Should  this  fail 
(if  they  are  obtainable),  mix  some  wasp  grubs 
picked  from  the  comb  with  the  rice  in  the  pro- 
portion of  about  one  handful  of  grubs  to  three  of 
boiled  rice  ;  ground -bait  the  day  before  fishing, 
and  bait  with  a  single  wasp  grub,  freshly  taken  (not 
cooked),  on  a  No.  11  hook.  Haifa  pound  of  rice 
will  be  quite  sufficient  for  each  baiting.  I  must 
not  forget  to  say  that  unless  the  swim  is  baited 
several  times  with  them  carp  will  seldom  take 
wasp  grubs.    It  Is  evidently  an  acquired  taste. 


When  one  is  fishing  on  a  windy  day  with  the  bait 
off  the  ground  it  is  blown  about  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  make  the  fish  suspicious,  and  for  this  reason 
I  prefer  a  calm  day. 

General  Remarks. — Always  fish  as  fine  as  possible, 
let  your  baits  bs  fresh  and  sweet,  keep  out  of 
sight,  fish  as  deep  as  you  can  without  letting  the 
bait  touch  the  bottom.  Early  and  late  are  the 
best  times,  that  is,  at  daybreak  and  bstween  sunset 
and  dusk.  It  is  prSictically  useless  to  sit  all  day 
carp  fishing  in  the  ordinary  course  (of  course,  there 
are  exceptions),  for  as  a  rule  it  is  simply  a  waste  of 
time.  I  know  an  angler  who  catches  more  the  last 
half  hour  than  many  others  who  have  been  at  it 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  His  exceptional 
success  I  ascribe  to  his  being  fresh  and  keen.  In 
angling,  as  in  many  other  things,  it  is  the  man 
who  is  always  alert  and  keen  who  succeeds. 

Old  Angler. 


HEBEIDEAN  FISHING. 


The  illustration  we  give  is  a  view  of  Obbe  Loch, 
South  Harris,  Outer  Hebrides.  This  "famous 
fishing,"  to  quote  a  high  authority,  was  in  former 
years  reserved  for  the  wealthy  and  leisured  angler, 
but  now,  through  the  enterprise  of  the  Hebridean 
Sporting  Association,  has  been  made  available  for 


comfortable  accommodation  at  Rodel  House,  which 
is  about  three  miles  from  the  lochs,  and  has  daily 
communication  with  the  mainland.  Apart  from 
the  angling  attractions,  the  district  is  an  inviting 
one  for  the  tourist  who  wishes  to  have  an  enjoy- 
able holiday  and  visit  a  comparatively  unknown 
part  of  the  Hebrides.  It  has  attractions  also  for 
the  antiquarian,  the  old  church  of  St.  Clement  ab 
Rodel  possessing  many  interesting  relics,  one  of 
them  being  a  carved  tomb  which  is  said  to  be  the 
finest  specimen  of  its  kind  in  the  Western 
Hebrides.  W.  F. 


A  SEASON  IN  NORWAY  THIRTY- 
SIX  YEARS  AGO. 

J TTST  thirty-six  years  ago,  early  on  a  June  morning, 
,1  caught  my  first  glimpse  of  the  iron  coast  of  Norway 
from  the  dieck  of  the  old  Tasso,  which  was  then  in 
the  habit  of  "  warsling  "  across  the  North  Sea  from 
Hull  to  Trondhjem  once  a  fortnight.  Mist  shrouded 
the  rocks  and  islands  of  the  "  Skjaergaard,"  and 
drifted  along  the  sides  of  the  mighty  hills,  but  the 
tops  of  these  and  the  upper  ridge.?  were  plainly 
visible,  and  the  obscurity  below  added  to  their 
height  and  majesty. 

Long  before  the  breakfast  hour  had  arrived  the 
sun's  rays  had  completely  overcome  the  fog,  and 


The  Obbe  :  West  Wing. 


the  angler  of  more  moderate  means  and  with  less 
leisure  at  his  disposal. 

The  loch  consists  of  a  lagoon  or  tidal  loch  into 
which  the  sea  flows  at  high  water,  and  early  in  the 
season  salmon  and  sea-trout  gather  in  it  in  large 
numbers,  waiting  to  ascend  to  the  lochs  above. 
The  fishing  is  from  boats,  and  the  loch  is  mostly 
free  from  weeds.  In  the  season  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  the  bewildered  angler  to  see  around  him  about 
fifty  leaping  salmon  and  many  sea-trout.  Salmon 
have  been  caught  up  to  14lb.  in  weight,  and  sea- 
trout  from  4lb.  to  61b.  The  average  weight  of  the 
salmon  is  about  71b.  The  fish  are  all  got  by  casting 
with  the  fly,  and  being  in  the  height  of  condition 
and  activity  they  play  wild  and  give  grand  sport. 

The  best  time  to  fish  the  Obbe  is  in  July  and 
August,  but  it  fishes  fairly  well  all  the  season,  which 
closes  on  October  31.  The  spring  fishing  of  sea- 
trout  from  March  on  to  May  is  also  very  good,  the 
average  baskets  to  one  rod  this  season  having  been 
from  101b.  to  16lb.  There  are  at  least  three  distinct 
autumn  runs  of  fish,  and  after  the  first  flood  in  July 
the  sport  is  excellent  in  the  chain  of  fresh-water 
lochs  above,  with  which  the  Obbe  is  connected  by 
a  short  stream  a  few  yards  in  length.  A  sluice  is 
being  constructed  on  the  uppermost  of  these  lochs, 
by  means  of  which  an  artificial  flood  can  be  pro- 
duced when  desired,  thus  allowing  the  fish  access 
to  them  at  any  time.  These  sluices  have  proved 
very  successful  further  north  in  Lewis. 

The  members  and  guests  of  the  association  find 


ere  long  the  old  boat,  which  until  then  had  been 
kept  at  a  respectful  distance  out  to  sea,  was 
threading  her  way  through  a  maze  of  islets,  her 
bows  lapped  by  sparkling  wavelets  of  blue  water. 
A  well-known  English  sportsman,  whose  name  will 
always  be  associated  with  the  "  Rauma,"  and  his 
party  were  deposited,  together  with  a  mountain  of 
baggage,  at  beautiful  Molde,  on  his  way  to  fish 
that  famous  river,  and  the  Tasso  resumed  her  inter- 
rupted voyage  to  Trondhjem. 

I  cannot  quite  recall  whether  at  that  time  the 
old  Northern  Capital,  where,  on  the  24th  of  this 
month,  the  Coronation  is  to  take  place,  could  boast 
of  being  the  terminus  of  a  railway — I  fancy  not. 
But  if  it  did,  the  line  did  not  run  further  than 
Storen,  in  the  valley  of  the  Gula,  some  five  and 
thirty  miles  to  the  south.  Not  for  years  afterwards 
was  the  line  on  to  Christiania  constructed,  and  the 
one  via  Stordal  to  Sweden  came  later  still. 

The  now  palatial  Britannia  Hotel  was  then  a 
hostelry  of  most  modest  dimensions,  but  Andrea", 
MjT-rhe  (long  since  gone  to  his  rest)  made  his 
sporting  guests  from  England  extremely  comfort- 
able, and  amongst  other  more  important  matters 
he  had  a  tap  of  sparkling  Moselle  which  was  dis- 
tinctly popular.  From  his  hospitable  doors  the 
men  bound  for  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  rivers  used  to 
start  in  their  carrioles,  and  some  of  the  "  old- 
timers  "  used  even  to  drive  all  the  way  to  distant 
Namsen  and  Bjora. 

My  objective  being  the  "  Fussen  "  in  the  Vefsen 
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Fjord,  I  had  a  wait  of  thirty-six  hours  to  get  through 
before  the  departure  of  the  North  Cape  boat ;  so, 
learning  that  there  was  a  chance  of  a  "  fush  "  in  the 
Kid,  I  took  a  rod  and  made  my  way,  under 
proper  guidance,  to  the  Leerfos,  about  an  hour's 
drive  from  the  town.  The  river  was  in  heavy  snow- 
flood,  and  the  fall  presented  a  magnificent  spectacle, 
while  the  big  pool  below  it  was  mostly  a  raging 
torrent,  against  which  no  boat  could  be  held. 
Moreover,  the  only  craft  available  was  a  most 
rickety-looking  affair,  and  my  "  chance  "  seemed  to 
me  to  have  become  an  exceedingly  remote  one. 

The  native,  however,  after  having  bailed  out 
sundry  bucketfuls  of  very  tarry  water,  invited  me 
to  enter.  We  pushed  off,  and  after  dodging  about 
amid  some  swirling  eddies  and  backwaters,  reached 
the  far  side  of  the  main  current,  where  there  was  a 
bit  of  comparatively  slack  stream.  Hitherto  my 
mind  had  been  mostly  occupied  in  wondering 
whether  we  would  be  swept  up  underneath  the  foss 
or  down  the  tremendous  rapids  below  the  pool ; 
whether  the  bottom  of  the  boat  would  come  out,  or 
whether  one  of  the  queer  little  oars  would  smash 
and  leave  us  to  the  mercy  of  the  river  ;  but  now 
the  reason  of  my  being  there  occurred  to  me,  and 
I  let  out  a  big  spoon  attached  to  a  treble  salmon 
gut-trace.  If  the  movements  of  that  spoon  were 
half  as  eccentric  as  those  of  our  craft,  they  must 
indeed  have  attracted  attention  down  below.  In 
any  case  they  proved  alluring,  for  down  close  to  the 
lip  of  the  outflowing  rapid  it  was  seized,  and,  before 
I  realised  what  had  happened,  the  fish  had  100  yards 
of  line  out  with  a  most  portentous  belly  on  it.  A 
recollection,  no  doubt,  of  the  trouble  he  had  coming 
up  the  river  induced  him  to  remain  in  the  pool, 
where  the  various  conflicting  currents  and  eddies 
seemed  to  bamboozle  him  immensely,  and  within 
twenty  minutes  I  had  a  241b.  Norway  "  Lax,"  with 
the  sea-lice  upon  him,  kicking  about  among  the 
rocks  on  the  right  bank. 

Another  voyage  across  the  pool  produced  a  second 
salmon  ;  and,  much  pleased  with  the  result,  I 
ascended  to  the  farmhouse  overlooking  the  foss  to 
thank  the  owner  for  giving  permission  to  fish 
I  was  congratulated  on  having  caught  the  first 
"  Lax  "  taken  that  season  with  the  rod,  and,  after 
having  been  refreshed  with  old  Madeira,  I  returned 
to  the  Britannia  with  an  impression  that  it  would 
not  be  much  of  a  pmiishment  were  I  obliged  to 
remain  on  the  banks  of  the  Nid ! 

Shortly  before  midnight,  however,  we  got  on 
board  the  steamer  to  the  North,  which  was  lying 
out  in  the  bay  surrounded  with  small  craft,  and 
great  was  the  commotion  among  the  latter  when 
through  the  medium  of  her  whistle  her  decidedly 
peppery  skipper  began  to  announce  at  frequent 
mtervals  that  time  was  up.  At  last  we  got  away 
and  went  gliding  down  the  great  Trondhjem  Fjord 
in  broad  daylight  in  spite  of  the  hour  ;  but  it  was 
long  before  people  settled  down,  and  sleep  was  for  a 
considerable  time  impossible.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  following  day  we  were  steaming  up  the  Namsen 
Fjord  through  water  thick  for  miles  out  from  the 
mighty  river  pouring  in  heavy  spring  flood  down 
beautiful  Namdal. 

At  that  time  no  water  had  been  taken  up  for 
angling  purposes  on  that  classic  stream  as  far  down 
even  as  the  mouth  of  its  tributary,  the  Bjora. 
Now  there  are  any  amount  of  beats  let  below  that 
point,  all,  of  course,  harling  ones.  People  indeed 
had  no  conception  of  the  amount  of  salmon  angling 
water  in  Norway  which  was  not  let,  and  it  is 
probably  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  at  the  present 
day  rents  are  paid  for  ten  times  the  extent  of  river 
that  was  fished  with  the  rod  in  those  days.  A 
whole  lot  of  streams  in  the  amts  of  Nordland, 
Tromso,  and  Finmarken  were  not  appropriated  for 
years  afterwards  ;  only  the  little  bit  between  the 
falls,  about  a  couple  of  miles  in  extent,  on  the 
Vefsen  was  let,  and  only  the  lower  portion  of 
"  Fussen  "  ;  the  pick  only  of  the  rivers  discharging 
into  the  Trondhjem  Fjord,  the  Orkla,  Gula,  Stordal, 
etc.,  as  also  of  the  Sundal,  Surendal,  and  many 
others  were  fished.  The  now  well-known  Suldal, 
in  the  south-western  part  of  the  country,  did  not 
even  exist  as  a  salmon-angling  river,  and  the 
virtues  (or  otherwise)  of  many  more  in  such  con- 
nection had  not  been  exploited. 

The  same  thing  applied,  in  an  even  greater  degree 
perhaps,  to  shooting.  There  being  no  obstacles  to 
the  introduction  of  dogs  from  abroad,  the  sportsman 
could  bring  his  own  setters  with  him  from  England, 
and,  moving  about  the  country  at  his  own  sweet  will, 
could  not  only  shoot  capercailzie,  black-game,  and 
ryper,  practically  wherever  he  pleased,   but  was 


made  a  welcome  guest  at  any  "  gaard  "  he  elected  to 
put  up  at.  Sometimes  a  trifle  was  asked  for  the  right 
to  shoot  elk,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  eatable  portion  of  the 
quarry  was  looked  upon  as  a  sufficient  equivalent. 
For  trout-fishing  no  such  thing  as  payment  was  ever 
dreamt  of,  and  many  of  the  waters,  which  are  now 
very  little  good,  were  then  first-class,  and  afforded 
admirable  sport  in  connection  with  ryper-shooting 
after  the  salmon  season  was  over,  as  it  was  con- 
sidered to  be,  about  the  beginning  of  August. 

To  return,  however :  About  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  we  were  deposited  at  a  small  island  close 
to  the  mighty  mountain  mass  called  "  The  Seven 
Sisters,"  which  guards  the  entrance  to  the  Vefsen 
Fjord,  and  there  being  no  subsidiary  steamer 
available,  we  started  down  that  fine  inlet  in  a 
rowing-boat,  reaching  Mossoen,  at  the  head,  in 
about  twelve  hours. 

As  soon  as  our  physical  requirements  in  the  shape 
of  sleep  and  food  had  been  satisfied,  we  drove  up 
en  carriole  to  "  Fussen."  At  that  time,  practically, 
no  migratory  fish  ascended  past  the  foss,  and  as  we 
stood  putting  up  our  rods  by  the  pool  below  it 
numbers  of  salmon  were  throwing  themselves. 
Small  wonder,  therefore,  that  we  anticipated  im- 
mediate sport.  "  The  time  of  figs  was  not  yet," 
however.  This  fall-pool  on  "  Fussen "  is  most 
attractive  in  appearance,  and  throughout  its  entire 
length  of  about  half  an  English  mile  it  can  be  com- 
manded fairly  well  from  the  bank,  but  like  many 
other  pools  situated  immediately  below  a  prac- 
tically insurmountable  obstacle,  it  was  a  bad  rising 
one,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  that  season  we 
did  not  kill  more  than  six  or  eight  salmon  in  it, 
although  the  place  was  always  full  of  them. 

Leaving  my  companion  to  try  it  down  from  a 
boat,  I  made  my  way  to  a  point  some  fifty  yards  or 
so  below  the  pool  proper,  and  here  in  some  quick- 
flowing  water  I  at  once  hooked  a  fish  that  gave  me  a 
run  for  which  I  was  quite  unprepared.  For  more 
than  half  a  mile  below  rapids  continued,  with  the 
forest  coming  close  to  the  water  on  both  banks  ; 
and  down  the  whole  of  this  he  went — I  in  pursuit, 
dodging  boulders  in  mid-stream,  pine-trees  ext^d- 
ing  from  the  shore  out  over  the  stream,  ard  various 
other  obstacles.  At  long  and  last  I  £ot  a  pull, 
fortunately  the  fly  had  taken  a  firm  hold,  and  with 
a  last  effort  of  exhausted  nature  I  gaffed  out  my 
energetic  friend,  a  nice  clean-run  fish  of  231b. 

After  a  brief  interval  for  recovery  of  wind,  I 
struggled  back  through  the  woods  in  heavy  waders 
to  the  place  where  I  had  hooked  him,  and  at  the 
third  or  fourth  cast  the  fly  was  again  seized.  With 
a  vivid  recollection  of  the  sufferings  I  had  endured 
at  the  hands  of  his  predecessor,  I  held  on  all  I  knew, 
straining  both  rod  and  gear  to  the  very  utmost ; 
but  it  was  of  no  avail,  down  stream  he  started,  and 
exactly  the  same  performance  was  gone  through 
over  again.  Soon  after  getting  back,  in  a  some- 
what exhausted  condition,  with  the  second  fish, 
my  friend  rejoined  me,  having  got  nothing  but  a 
grilse  in  the  beautiful  but  deceptive  foss  pool,  and 
throughout  the  season  the  conditions  as  above 
illustrated  held  good. 

From  our  quarters  on  the  fjord  there  were  other 
fishing  excursions  to  be  made.  There  was  the  lake 
from  which  "  Fussen  "  flowed — a  fine  sheet  of  water 
holding  plenty  of  trout  and  char,  and  there  was  the 
stretch  of  river  between  it  and  the  fall  ;  then,  a  few 
miles  along  the  fjord,  on  its  southern  shore,  a  pretty 
stream,  about  the  size  of  a  big  highland  bum,  dis- 
charged, which  abounded  with  grilse  and  sea-trout, 
and  held  an  odd  salmon  or  two  ;  and  we  also  ocoa- 
sionally  visited  another  on  the  north  side,  which 
possessed  similar  attractions.  Then  there  was  the 
lower  Vefsen,  as  yet  untaken  by  anyone,  of  which 
we  had  the  run,  a  stretch  of  five  or  six  miles  of 
semi-tidal  water.  This  was  all  harling,  but  on  it 
one  night,  between  11  p.m.  and  3  a.m.,  I  killed 
eleven  fish  with  phantom,  besides  losing  several 
others. 

Water  running  short  in  the  first  week  of  August, 
I  accompanied  my  companion  (who  had  to  go  home 
for  grouse-shooting)  as  far  as  Trondhjem,  and  from 
thence  drove  by  way  .of  Levanger  and  Vaerdal  into 
Jemptland.  At  Suul,  the  last  road  station  on  the 
Norwegian  side  of  the  frontier,  there  seemed  to  be 
a  fair  chance  of  getting  a  bear,  but — to  put  it 
shortly — my  efforts  in  that  direction  were  not  suc- 
cessful, and  after  staying  a  couple  of  days  I  drove 
on  to  Skalstugan,  a  solitary  "  fjeld  gaard  "  on  the 
Swedish  side,  romantically  situated  amid  vast 
moorland  wastes.  Here  I  was  most  hospitably 
received  by  the  worthy  owner  and  his  good  wife, 
who,  to  judge  from  [the   multiplicity  of  dishes 


which  she  insisted  on  providing  for  every  meal,  must 
have  imagined  that  I  lived  in  a  state  of  chronic 
starvation.  In  this  neighbourhood  there  were 
many  lochs — some  of  them  good,  others  indifferent  ; 
and  about  a  mile  from  the  house  lay  "  Skalsjo,"  a 
lake  some  twenty  miles  in  circumference,  from 
which  with  nets  large  numbers  of  splendid  char, 
5\h.,  61b.,  and  71b.  apiece,  were  taken.  Neither  by 
trolling  nor  with  the  fly  could  I  do  an3fthing  with 
these,  however,  and  even  the  smaller  fish,  which  we 
could  see  in  shoals,  took  very  indifferently.  Round 
this  fine  sheet  of  water  there  was  a  lot  of  very  pretty 
ryper  ground,  and  here  I  enjoyed  some  good  sport, 
associated  with  severe  pedestrian  exercise.  A  snipe 
or  two  also  occasionally  found  their  way  into  the  bag. 

Skalltjernstugan,  some  fourteen  miles  further 
eastward,  was  my  ultimate  objective  on  this 
occasion,  it  being  reputed  a  good  centre  for  elk- 
hunting.  There  the  quarters  and  food  were  as  bad 
as  at  Skalstugan  they  had  been  excellent ;  but  the 
sport  was  far  superior,  and  fully  made  up  for 
many  deficiencies.  With  ease  201b.  or  251b.  of  trout 
could  be  got  daily  in  the  pretty  stream  which 
meandered  past  the  door.  This  again  discharged 
about  a  mile  or  so  below  into  a  large  lake,  which 
seemed  to  have  been  made  for  fly-fishing,  and  it  had 
a  second  (and  larger)  confluent,  where  I  have  often 
killed  from  401b.  to  701b.  of  trout  averaging  1  Ib.each. 

All  these  places  have  been  taken  up  long  since, 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  any  of  the  lessees 
have  ever  enjoyed  better  sport,  or  more  exclusive 
rights  to  the  shooting  and  fishing,  than  I  did  in 
1870  and  for  some  years  afterwards,  without  pay- 
ment of  rent  of  any  kind,  save  only  for  elk-hunting. 

RUGDE. 


THE  GKILSE  SEASON. 


Although  grilse  are  usually  notified  as  making 
their  appearance  in  the  middle  of  April,  it  is  usually 
the  middle  of  June  before  they  are  met  with  in  any- 
thing like  numbers  by  anglers  on  the  Dee  or  Spey, 
which  may  be  considered  the  earliest  and  best  grilse 
rivers  in  the  North  as  far  as  anglers  are  concerned. 

The  April  grilse  are  the  first  fruits  of  the  season, 
and  are  usually  very  light  fish.  They  seldom  turn 
the  scale  over  21b.,  and  are  often  little  better  than 
small  sea-trout,  and  much  behind  many  of  the 
heavier  trout  that  are  now  running  the  Tay  and 
Dee,  several  of  which  touched  the  beam  at  nearly 
5lb.  These  sea-trout  were  from  the  last  netting 
station  on  the  Dee  tidal,  and  as  they  were  personally 
weighed  and  examined  by  the  writer,  there  is  no 
mistake  about  them.  But  the  mystery  is,  where  do 
these  trout  go  to  ?  Either  they  must  be  aliens  to 
the  river,  and  so  turn  back  to  the  sea,  or  they  are 
lost  as  sea-trout,  and  so  mistaken  for  salmon  or 
grilse  according  to  their  weight.  Sea-trout  up  to 
81b.,  91b.,  and  101b.  are  got  freely  in  the  nets  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dee,  but  never  as  such  by  rodsmen 
on  the  angling  beats  of  the  river  of  that  weight. 
It  is  certainly  a  mystery  what  becomes  of  them, 
and  gives  room  for  speculation. 

On  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  the  same  mystery  does 
not  exist,  as  sea-trout  {Salmo  trutta)  are  often  got 
there  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b.,  and  an  occasional 
heavy  one  of  101b.  has  been  taken  miles  up  the  river, 
while  there  is  an  authentic  record  of  one  being 
grassed  weighing  161b. 

The  average  weight  of  grilse  just  now  is  com- 
paratively hght,  and  from  the  great  number  of 
small  fish  on  the  slabs  would  not  exceed  21b.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  a  few  very  heavy  grilse 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  on  Friday  (June  1) 
we  weighed  three  scaUng  141b.  2oz.,  or  very  nearly 
5lb.  each. 

There  is  no  fish  that  swims  like  the  adolescent 
salar  :  every  line  of  grace  and  beauty  is  there  dis- 
played to  perfection.  Fresh  from  the  sea  in  its 
coat  of  silvery  sheen,  it  is  the  gamest  of  the  game, 
and  when  on  the  hook  fights  to  the  bitter  end. 

When  the  waters  begin  to  warm  with  the  summer's 
sun  is  the  time  of  the  grilse.  He  does  not  stay  in 
the  lower  reaches,  but  swims  right  on  to  the  first 
mountain  gorge  that  debouches  into  the  main 
stream.  There  in  the  early  morning  or  again  late 
at  night  he  is  most  susceptible  to  the  fly.  Although 
any.  and,  in  fact,  almost  every,  lure  will  do  its  turn 
equally  well,  yet  it  prefers  the  fly  ;  and  with  a 
tiny  Jeannie,  Jock  Scott,  Silver  and  Blue,  or 
Gordon  (Loggie),  or  such  like,  affords  fifteen 
minutes  of  the  fitnest  and  most  exciting  sport  it  is 
the  lot  of  mortal  to  meet  with  on  river,  loch,  or 
stream.  G.  M. 
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SEEING  FISHING  ON  THE  NAVEE. 


A  SAPiKXT  person  once  opined  that  it  was  "  a  far 
cry  to  Loch  Awe."  I  wonder  what  he  would  have 
said  if  the  objective  of  his  itinerary  had  been  the 
Naver.  Perhaps  he  would  have  called  it  "  a  distant 
yell."  Leaving  King's  Cross  at  8.15  p.m.,  Ithe 
jaunting-car  drew  up  at  the  lodge  about  5.30  p.m. 
the  following  day.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be 
lucky  or  unlucky  to  travel  on  your  natal  day,  but 
April  6  might  have  marked  both  my  entry  and  my 
exit  from  this  world  of  ours.  There  was  a  slight 
difference  of  opinion  between  my  travelUng  com- 
panion, W.,  and  myself  both  about  the  line  we  should 
travel  by  and  the  hour  of  departure.  I  stood  out 
for  my  old  friend  the  2  p.m.  from  Euston  ;  he  for 
the  8.15  p.m.  from  King's  Cross.  We  only  settled  it 
(in  his  favour)  on  the  morning  of  our  departure,  and 
so  the  fate  of  a  wrecked  train  and  a  Ust  of  one  killed 
and  ten  injured  only  affected  me  as  a  happy  escape. 

For  the  latter  part  of  our  railway  journey  we 
skirted  the  Helmsdale,  and  the  first  two  anglers  we 
saw  from  the  train  were  fast  in  fish.  But  the  brute 
of  an  engine-driver  did  not  even  slow  up,  and  I  know 
not  whether  the  contests  ended  in  the  pean  of 
victory  or  the  suUenness  of  defeat. 

A  sixteen-mile  drive  from  Kinbrace  brought  us  to 
the  valley  of  the  Naver  across  a  somewhat  desolate 
moor,  where  the  deep  snow-drifts  still  lingered,  but 
a  bright  and  sunny  afternoon  had  proclaimed  the 
pairing  time  of  the  amorous  grouse,  and  we  nearly 
drove  over  more  than  one  pair  of  cock  birds  fighting 
out  on  the  road  the  question  of  supremacy. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  lodge  we  found  our  host 
and  his  guest  whose  places  we  were  to  take  had 
already  come  in  each  with  a  fish,  the  largest  about 
121b.  I  have  on  other  Highland  rivers  killed  many 
an  autumn  fish  within  a  mile  of  the  sea  with  the  sea- 
lice  on  it,  but  I  had  never  before  seen  a  fresh-water 
spring  salmon  in  all  its  glory.  Along  the  lateral  line 
of  each  was  a  faint  pink  evanescent  flush  traversing 
the  exquisite  silver.  You  will  look  in  vain  on  a  Bond- 
street  slab  for  this  roseate  flush. 

Among  the  big  rivers  the  Naver  might  be  covmted 
small,  among  the  small  big.  Three  lodges  dominate 
its  entire  length  of  about  eighteen  miles  from  Loch 
Naver  to  the  sea.  Each  lodge  carries  two  rods,  and 
the  river  divided  into  six  beats  gives  two  beats  a 
day  to  each  lodge,  and  each  beat  will  average  from 
two  to  three  miles  with  eight  or  nine  good  pools. 
So  even  if  you  are  limited  to  a  week's  fishing  as  we 
were  you  fish  the  whole  river  in  a  week,  moving 
down  a  beat  each  day.  We  had  five  days  of  brilliant 
sunshine,  accompanied  by  low  water,  with  a  hurricane 
to  finish  up  with.  We  went  well  equipped  with 
gorgeous  spring  patterns  tied  on  small  gaffs,  but  we 
spent  our  time  flogging  with  salmon  patterns  of  a 
.March  Brown  size.  But  what  a  glorious  river  in  its 
diversity  !  Here  you  are  on  No.  4  beat  up  to  your 
armpits  in  the  water,  while  on  No.  6,  though  lower 
down,  you  need  not  don  waters  at  all.  But  there 
is  hardly  a  pool  on  the  river  where  a  fish  cannot  run 
out  30  yards  ;  there  are  some  where  it  might  be 
nearer  60  yards  if  he  made  up  his  mind  to  hug  the 
farther  bank.  On  a  still  day,  however,  you  may 
command  all  of  the  farther  catches  with  a  16ft.  rod, 
but  with  an  upstream  wind  you  want  to  be  a  Sandow 
with  an  18ft.  beam.  But  it  is  the  largest  river  in 
Sutherland,  and  a  bonny  river  with,  I  should  say, 
great  possibilities.  The  week  before  we  arrived  two 
new  arrivals  at  the  lowest  lodge  on  their  first  day 
on  the  two  lowest  beats  annexed  nine  fish,  the 
largest  221b.  My  poor  take  of  fish  was  but  one  clean 
fish  landed,  three  lost,  and  a  few  well-mended 
kelts  returned.  W.  got  a  brace  of  clean  fish  one  day, 
and  lost  a  couple  more.  My  solitary  haul  came  out 
of  Dalmallard  Pool,  practically  the  top  pool  below 
Loch  Naver,  and  he  was  but  a  small  beastie  at  that, 
but  the  photograph  proclaims  his  virtue,  though  it 
cannot  tell  of  the  fight  he  made.  The  Round  Pool, 
miles  away  down  the  river,  is  big  enough  to  hold  the 
father  of  all  fish,  while  Loch  Na  (phonetic  spelling) 
Pool  is  one  of  the  most  sporting-looking  catches  on 
the  river,  and  has  three  other  good  pools  imme- 
diately below  it. 

William  Black,  in  "  White  Heather,"  has  sung  the 
prai.ses  of  Loch  Naver,  and  incidentally  of  the  river, 
but  to  the  tired  Londoner  the  glorious  air  of  that  far 
northern  land  in  the  spring-time,  its  wide  birch-clad 
strath,  the  river  with  its  pools  full  of  possibilities 
of  splendid  sport  must,  if  he  has  ever  wielded  a  rod 
there,  conjure  up  recollections  of  days  he  would  fain 
live  over  again.  Of  the  two  most  distinctive  pools 
in  the  river,  I  was  unable  to  obtain  satisfactory 
photograjihs.  One  of  them— Syre  Pool— is  one  of  the 


largest  and  most  holding  pools  on  the  river,  and  a 
tiring  pool  it  is  to  fish  in  low  water,  for  the  fish 
seem  to  lie  chiefly  in  the  wide  part  at  the  tail,  and  a 
3O  yards'  cast,  if  you  can  make  one,  wiU  only  take 


stream  wind  of  any  great  force  it  seems  almost 
impossible  with  any  weapon  to  get  a  fly  over  the  fish. 

And  I  was  allotted  something  very  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  the  perfect  gillie.   But  he  was  a  Scot 


The  Navee:  DALMALLiiBD  Pool, 


you  half-way  across,  and  the  recovery  of  the  Une 
deeply  sunk  in  the  slow-flowing  water  taxes  both 
your  muscles  and  your  skill.  One  of  the  surest 
catches  in  the  river,  however,  seems  to  be  the 


and  canny,  and  when  on  my  last  day  I  had  struggled 
for  an  hour  to  get  a  fly  properly  on  the  Asylum  Pool, 
I,  for  the  first  time,  handed  him  the  rod,  saying, 
"  I  am  beaten,  see  what  you  can  do."    "  Ah,  but  I 


The  Naver:  Roukd  Pool,  Beat  6, 


Asylum  Pool,  a  stretch  of  water  barely  20  yards  long 
for  fishing  purposes,  with  very  httle  to  indicate  to  a 
stranger  its  fishing  capacities.  But  within  a  couple 
of  yards  from  the  far  bank  (and  you  can  only  fish  it 
from  the  one  side)  runs,  so  the  faithful  Sandy  told 


have  seen  many  a  rod  broken  on  a  day  like  this,"  was 
his  answer.  "  You  can  break  the  rod  and  welcome  " 
was  my  tired  and  despairing  answer.  "  Ah,  but 
it's  a  great  petty  to  break  a  good  rod,"  he  rejoined ; 
and  nothing  would  induce  him  to  try  and  show  me 


The  Naveb:  Loch  Na  Pool. 


me,  a'narrow  groove  injthe  rock,  so  narrow  that  only 
a  perfectly  cast  fly  can  cross  the  vision  of  the  fish 
which  lie  along  the  submerged  ledge.  It  is  just  one 
of  those  catches  which,  on  a  still  day,  you  could 
almost  command  with  a  trout  rod,  but  with  a  down- 


that  the  pool  could  be  fished  despite  the  hurricane. 
But  I  grieve  still  for  the  fish  we  lost  in  Dawson's 
Pool.  Ah,  Sandy,  why  did  you  let  me  choose  the 
single-hooked  Silver  Doctor  in.  preference  to  the 
double-hooked  one  ?  .  N. 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  A  SPLIT-CANE 
FLY  ROD. 

The  following  illustrated  directions  for  making 
a  split-cane  fly  rod  appeared  in  Work — Messrs. 
("assell's  admirable  weekly,  edited  by  Mr.  Hasluck. 
I  never  made  a  split-cane  or  any  other  rod,  and, 
therefore,  am  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  matter 
from  a  practical  point  of  view  ;  but  anyone  who 
compares  the  careful  and  minute  instructions  given 
by  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells,  in  his  capital  book,  "  Fly 
Rods  and  Fly  Tackle  "  (New  York,  Harper  Bros.), 
with  Mr.  F.  Crocker's  brief  directions,  will  come  to 
the  conclusion,  I  think,  that  the  best  plan  after  all 
is  to  buy  a  rod  of  a  good  maker  !  A  reference  to 
"Amateur  Rod  Making,"  by  Hildyard  Rogers, 
appears  in  our  correspondence  columns. — R.  B.  M. 

"  Procure  some  straight  bamboo  canes,  as  free 
from  knots  as  possible,  and  cut  them  into  lengths. 
Split  or  saw  as  many  wedge-shaped  pieces  (as 
shown  at  A,  Pig.  1)  as  it  is  possible  to  get  from  each 
one.  Next  make  a  template  (Fig.  3)  as  follows  : 
Procure  a  thin  piece  of  metal  ;  strike  a  circle,  and 
divide  it  into  six  parte  by  stepping  the  radius  round 
the  circumference.  Cut  out  one  of  the  angles  made 
by  the  centre  and  two  of  the  divisions,  as  shown  at  a. 


From  the  centre  strike  circles  to  represent  the  point 
and  butt  of  each  joint,  then  select  six  pieces  of  cane 
for  each  part,  fit  the  top  and  bottom  into  the  tem- 
plate, and  straighten  between  the  two  points.  Be 
careful  to  plane  all  the  waste  from  the  inner  portion, 
so  as  to  leave  the  outer  surface  or  enamel  of  the 
cane  as  intact  as  possible,  as  the  spring  of  the  rod 
depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  this.  An  iron- 
faced  plane  should  be  used,  as  the  hard  cane  will 
make  a  wooden  plane  hollow.  Having  got  the  parts 
accurately  fitted  to  the  template,  try  them  together 
as  at  Fig.  2,  and,  if  satisfactory,  glue  up.  Warm 
the  rod  before  gluing  ;  use  the  best  glue.  Bind 
tightly  with  a  stout  tape,  squeezing  out  all  super- 
fluous glue,  and  put  in  a  warm  place  to  dry.  Fit 
the  end  of  the  butt  into  a  14in.  length  of  l^in. 
bamboo,  to  form  a  handle.  Clean  off,  fit  ferrules, 
and  bind  on  rings,  etc."— F.  Ceockeb  in  Work. 


THE  FISHER-MAID'S  SONG. 


The  poplars  tall  kissed  the  cold  gray  sky, 

And  in  front  was  the  hungry  sea, 
And  the  river  swept  dark  and  drearily  by. 

While  the  wind  sighed  mournfully  : 
Away  in  the  west,  the  low  sun  died, 

Tlie  amethyst  banks  between  : 
And  amid  the  reeds,  the  plovers  cried. 

As  I  gazed  on  that  well-known  scene. 

And  the  fishermen's  boats  were  far  away 

On  the  ocean's  heaving  breast  : 
And  the  red  lights  glanced  wide  over  the  bay 

From  the  high  hill's  windy  crest: 
And  I  saw  again  my  lover's  boat 

With  her  white  sails  all  outspread, 
Like  a  joyous  bird  o'er  the  waters  float 

When  the  evening  skies  were  red. 
To-morrow  the  sun  in  the  east  will  rise, 

And  the  fishing-fleet  come  home, 
To  gladden  the  weary,  waiting  eyes. 

Wet  with  more  than  the  salt  sea-foam  : 
But,  ah  me  !  for  the  boat  that  left  the  shore 

That  eve  when  the  skies  were  red. 
For  the  fisher  lad  I  shall  see  no  more 

Till  the  sea  gives  up  its  dead. 

— Magdalen  Rock,  in  Chambers'  Journal. 
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THE  HEKON. 

Caution  as  to  Handling  Wounded  Birds. 

A  PARTY  of  three  of  us  used  to  look  forward  to  the 
first  of  August  for  wildfowl  shooting  with  as  much 
pleasure  as  many  of  the  great  game  shots  anticipate 
the  first  of  September   for  partridge  shooting, 
or  the  first  of  October  for  pheasant  shooting — 
three  as  enthusiastic  Cockney  sportsmen  as  you  will 
find  in  a  day's  march,  one  of  whom  was  quite  a 
naturalist  and  close  observer  of  nature  generally, 
the  owTier  (at  that  time)  of  anice  little  snug  yacht, 
large  enough  to  accommodate  four  comfortably  ; 
a  competent  man  to  sail  her,  cook  our  meals,  etc., 
always  accompanied  us.    He,  too,  was'  a  born 
sportsman,  a  capital  shot,  and  knew  all  the  best 
places  to  take  us.    The  party  would  be  aboard  and 
ready  the  day  before  the  first  of  August.   As  a  rule, 
our  starting- place  was  Strood,  in  Kent.  Availing 
ourselves  of  the  next  tide,  our  favourite  haunts 
were  reached  in  time  for  the  early  first,  and  as  soon 
as  the  tide  began  to  leave  the  mud  flats  were  out 
secreted  in  suitable  spots  where  all  sorts  of  wild- 
fowl came  to  feed.    A  hurdle  would  make  us  a 
capital    screen  when    filled   in   with  crabweed, 
etc.,  or  a  narrow  creek,  or,  indeed,  anywhere  where 
we  could  be  unobserved,  place  ourselves  about  one 
hundred  yards  apart,  being  a  little  too  soon  on 
account  of  the  flats  being  still  under  water.  For 
about  half  an  hour  neither  of  us  had  obtained 
a  shot— (wildfowl  seem  to  know  to  a  minute  when 
the  flats  begin  to  appear,  although  they  may  be 
miles  away  at  the  time) — then  two  herons  came 
nicely  in  the  writer's  direction  ;  they  do  not  wait 
so  long  as  curlews,  etc.,  as  they  can  stand  in  a  foot 
or  two  of  water  and  catch  any  unlucky  fish  that 
comes  near  them.    My  companions  were  discreet 
enough  to  keep  close  down,  so  as  not  to  spoil  the 
chance  of  a  shot.    The  herons  did  not  see  us  till 
they  were  over  me.    Then  my  trusty  ten-bore 
"  Baker  "  brought  them  both  down.    "  Well  done, 
old  'un — good  shot,  and  first   blood   to  you  !  " 
came  from  my  pals.    These  two  birds  being  shot 
dead,  I  had  no  further  trouble  with  them  ;  but 
a  wounded  heron  is  a  dangerous  bird  to  handle. 
They  wait  their  opportunity,  and  as  soon  as  you 
stoop  to  pick  them  up,  they  strike  straight  for  the 
eye  with  their  long  sharp- pointed  beaks.    Many  a 
valuable  dog  has  been  blinded  by  them,  to  say 
nothing  of  others  that  have  fared  worse.    It  is  not 
long  since  a  newspaper  reported  the  fact  of  a  farmer 
taking  his  gun  one  evening  in  quest  of  wild  ducks. 
As  he  did  not  return  at  his  usual  time,  his  friends 
went  in  search  of  him  with  a  lantern  ;  not  finding 
him,  they  went  again  next  morning.    He  was  dis- 
covered dead,  lying  flat  on  his  face  with  his  gun  by 
his  side,  and  a  live  heron  walking  about  with  its 
wing  broken,  near  him.    Upon  examination,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  beak  of  the  heron  had  gone 
through  the  eye  and  penetrated  the  brain.    So  I 
advise  young  sportsmen  to  beware  of  a  wounded 
heron. 

The  writer  has  found  the  best  plan  is  to  place 
the  barrels  of  the  gun  quickly  on  the  neck  of  a 
wounded  heron,  bearing  his  head  to  the  ground  ; 
then  quickly  grasp  his  beak  ;  lay  down  your  gun, 
then,  with  the  left  hand,  grasp  his  neck.  About 
the  middle  there  is  a  main  joint,  which,  if  pulled 
sharply  forward,  will  break  ;  then  a  twist  or  two 
to  divide  the  joint.  Beware  of  his  claws,  or  he 
may  let  you  know  how  he  can  use  them.  They 
are  great  destroyers  of  fish  and  eels. 

Probably  the  following  may  be  interesting  to 
young  sportsmen: — A  friend  of  the  writer's  had 
fixed  a  bird-net  across  a  brook,  concealing  himself 
within  a  yard  or  two  of  it.  On  the  other  side  was  a 
shallow  where  cattle  came  to  drink.  Hundreds  of 
small  fish  assembled  there  for  food  and  warmth. 
He  had  not  sat  long  before  a  beautiful  old  cock 
heron,  with  a  long  hanging  crest  from  the  back  of 
his  head,  and  a  long  frill  of  beautiful  feathers 
hanging  from  his  breast,  came  stealthily  and  lit 
in  the  middle  of  the  brook,  then  sat  as  still  as  a  post 
for  a  few  minutes,  then  walked  to  the  shallow  and 
began  rapidly  flapping  his  wings  on  the  water  to 
keep  the  fish  back  on  the  shallow  ;  then  he  began 
to  gobble  them  up  as  quickly  as  he  could.  My 
friend  said  he  should  not  soon  forget  such  a  sight. 
There  are  not  many  that  have  witnessed  such  a 
sight  from  a  wild  bird,  and  so  close,  too.  The 
above  reminds  me  of  another  curious  incident  con- 
nected with  a  heron.  It  occurred  whilst  watching 
for  curlews,  etc.,  under  a  cant  of  the  River  Med  way. 
A  heron  came  sloidy,  only  a  few  yards  above  the 
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marsh.  I  stooped  lower  to  keep  out  of  his  sight, 
expecting  him  within  shot  of  me  every  instant,  but 
no  heron  came  ;  peeping  over  the  cant,  I  was  sur- 
prised not  to  see  him  anywhere,  so  walked  in  the 
direction  I  had  seen  him,  expecting  to  see  him  rise 
from  one  of  the  empty  creeks  (the  tide  being  out  at 
the  time),  but  no  heron  was  to  be  seen.  I  crossed  a 
wide  empty  creek,  about  150  yards  in  front  of  me. 
There  stood  what  appeared  to  be  a  grey  stump, 
but  it  was  the  heron.  Expecting  every  instant  to 
see  him  fly,  I  kept  my  finger  on  the  trigger  ready 
for  a  shot — but  no,  not  a  movement ;  he  allowed 
me  to  walk  within  a  yard  of  him.  Putting  the 
barrels  of  the  gun  across  his  neck,  I  killed  him  as 
above  described,  then  well  examined  him  to  see  if 
he  had  been  wounded,  feeling  sure  that  he  must 
of  course  bo  a  wounded  bird,  acting  so  strangely, 
but  no  wound  could  be  found.  Then  I  was  sorry 
I  had  killed  him,  thinking,  perhaps,  he  was  a  tame 
bird,  reared  from  the  nest. 

Peeping  cautiously  out  of  the  yacht's  cabin  one 
morning,  I  saw  a  heron  sitting  motionless  under  a 
high  cant  with  his  head  down  in  his  shoulders.  The 
tide  had  left  the  creek  almost  dry,  so  stepping  quietly 
out  with  my  gun  I  walked  round  behind  him  on  the 
salt  marsh,  so  as  to  peep  down  on  him.  There  he 
sat,  within  three  yards  of  me.  Glad  of  such  a 
chance,  I  watched  him  for  about  one  minute,  then 
he  happened  to  turn  his  head  and  saw  me,  and  with 
a  frightened  kind  of  croak  dashed  away  across  the 
creek.  I  would  not  shoot  him  at  such  close  quarters, 
so  let  him  fly  about  35  yards,  then  my  trusty  ten-bore 
gun  lowered  him  dead,  without  a  struggle.  Lifting 
him  up  by  his  long  legs,  I  was  surprised  to  see  a  large 
eel  (which  must  have  weighed  quite  a  pound) 
slip  out  of  his  mouth  ;  its  head  had  begun  to  be 
digested,  although  probably  had  not  been  swallowed 
an  hour.  I  am  convinced  that  herons  can  see  in 
the  dark,  not  like  some  of  our  owls,  which  are 
almost  blind  during  the  day.  Their  sight  is  quite 
as  keen  during  the  daylight  as  any  bird  with  which 
I  am  acquainted. 

Returning  home  after  a  day's  tramp  after  snipe, 
I  saw  several  herons  perched  on  the  top  of  a  high 
tree  growing  in  a  thick  hedge.  It  was  nearly  dark. 
I  decided  to  wait  under  a  haystack  till  quite  dark, 
then  quietly  walk  along  the  hedge  till  I  came  to 
the  tree  ;  but  long  before  I  got  within  shot  they  saw 
me,  and  with  loud,  hoarse  croaks  off  they  all  flew  ; 
so  I  had  my  long  cold  wait  for  nothing,  but  not  so 
with  the  next  chance  I  had  with  one.  A  shepherd 
met  me  while  after  snipe.  "  If  I  tell  you,"  says  he, 
"  where  you  can  shoot  a  heron,  will  you  give  it  to 
me  ?  "  "  Yes,"  says  I,  "with  pleasure."  "  Well," 
says  he,  "  you  see  that  old  half-dead  tree  close  to 
yon  gate."  "  Yes."  "  Well  you  go  there  and  sit 
behind  that  thick  bush — he  will  not  be  long  now 
before  he  comes — he  is  there  every  evening  about 
this  time  after  eels  in  that  ditch."  I  had  not  long 
to  wait,  for  I  soon  saw  him  coming  straight  to  the 
tree,  and  before  he  had  time  to  close  his  wings  T 
dropped  him  into  the  ditch.  He  was  a  young  bird, 
and  very  fat.  I  gave  him  to  the  shepherd,  and 
hope  he  and  his  family  enjoyed  him  for  their  dinner. 
These  birds  have  yellow  eyes,  and  it  is  my  opinion 
that  any  animal  with  such  eyes  can  see  in  the  dark. 
So  my  advice  to  young  sportsmen  is  to  choose  a 
dog  with  such  eyes  for  wildfowl  shooting  at  night. 

Snipe  shooting  in  Essex  one  very  cold  morning, 
whilst  walking  by  the  side  of  a  shallow  river, 
with  tall  reeds  and  rushes  growing  in  patches,  a 
heron  flopped  up  from  the  opposite  bank,  and  as  I 
had  only  small  shot  for  a  snipe  in  both  barrels  of 
my  gim,  I  did  not  kill  him.  He  dropped  wounded, 
and  began  walking  about  ;  so  I  gave  him  the  other 
charge  of  small  shot,  and  down  he  went,  as  I  thought 
dea,d.  Well,  now,  how  could  I  bag  him  ?  I  had  no 
dog,  the  water  too  deep  for  my  boots,  half  a  mile 
to  go  back  to  a  bridge,  and  about  the  same  distance 
forward.  The  latter  was  chosen  with  a  view  of 
getting  another  shot  along  the  river.  After  crossing 
the  bridge,  and  returning  back  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  a  gamekeeper,  with  two  dogs  and  his  gun  on 
his  shoulder,  came  up  to  me  :  ."  Do  you  know  you 
are  trespassing  here  ?  "  "  Yes,  I  suppose  I  am," 
was  my  reply,  but  I  have  shot  a  heron  lower  down, 
and  fell  on  this  side."  "Oh!  shot  a  heron,  have 
you  ?  Well  there  are  many  that  would  give  a 
crown  to  have  a  shot  at  one,  and  much  more  to  bag 
one.  I  am  going  that  way,  and  will  walk  with  you. " 
Just  before  reaching  the  place  the  heron  was  seen 
walking  about.  He  had  recovered  a  bit  from  the 
small  shot.  I  began  stepping  up  to  him.  "Stop," 
says  the  gamekeeper  ;  "  you  leave  that  bird  to  me, 
they  are  dangerous  fellows,  and  will  have  your  eye 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


"  The  coat  you  made  for 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  'dry  as  a 
honey — J.  "W.,  Southsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis'  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

?>.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;   and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 
fi.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


INVALUABLE   TO  THE  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 

RAIN  REPELLANTS, 

Because  RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 
AIRY-LIGHT- SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


Hfo#e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


BURlJi-rcRY  SLIP-ON.-i 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  snitable  for  all  parts  of  tbe  f  orld. 


TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHBB  MEDALS  AWABDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  saperloi  to  Split  Ouili 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  19  oil. ;  very  powerlal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  maoh  better  than  Split  Oana. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tronti 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  Is  used  bj  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioiii 
Rods  and  Lines  to  snit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

49  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Taparad  Salmon, 

50  and  iO  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  othei  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  oome  oft.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  toHowiag  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writea:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTellotu.   I  have  no  heiltatlon  tn 
saylDg  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  (atted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  3.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  nsed 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H— —  one  I  have." 
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out  in  a  moment,  if  you  give  them  half  a  chance." 
I  said,  "  All  right,  you  see  how  I  manage  him," 
swinging  the  barrels  of  my  gun  on  his  neck  at  the 
samo  time,  bringing  his  head  to  the  ground,  then 
breaking  his  neck  as  before  described.  The  game- 
keeper stood  intently  watching.  "  Well,"  says  he, 
"  I  was  going  to  tell  you  how  best  to  kill  him,  but 
I  see  you  know  bettor  how  to  do  it  than  I  do." 
That  gamekeeper  was  a  very  good-natured  man, 
was  not  full  of  bully,  like  most  of  his  ilk  ;  he  could 
nee  that  I  was  up  to  no  harm,  and  we  became  quite 
friendly  after  that. 

Whilst  in  Norfolk  indulging  in  my  favourite 
sport — snipe  and  duck  shooting — alongside  a 
beautifully  clear  river,  noted  for  all  kinds  of  fish 
and  silver  eels,  a  heron  dashed  out  from  behind 
some  rushes  and  sedges  overhanging  its  banks 
within  a  yard  or  two  of  me.  He  dropped  at  the 
first  shot,  lodged  against  some  tall  reeds  growing  on 
the  opposite  side,  then  slid  down  into  tiie  river, 
alive,  with  his  head  up.  I  had  a  young  spaniel  dog 
with  me,  which  I  was  training  to  be  useful  with  the 
gun.  He  dashed  into  the  river  after  the  heron. 
I  saw  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed  of  losing 
an  eye,  if  nothing  worse  ;  so  gave  the  heron  the 
charge  of  shot  from  the  other  barrel  of  the  gun, 
over  the  back  of  the  dog.  The  next  minute  all  I 
could  see  was  a  broad  pair  of  wings  completely 
covering  the  dog,  but  he  managed  to  get  the  bird 
back  to  me.  Giving  him  a  pat  or  two  to  encourage 
liim,  he  was  delighted  with  his  work.  But  the 
most  curious  thing  about  it  is  that  the  very  next 
morning,  at  exactly  the  same  spot,  another  heron 
dashed  out,  fell  to  the  first  shot  against  the  reeds, 
and  slid  do\vn  into  the  river  exactly  as  the  one 
the  day  before.  I  had  to  give  the  bird  the  second 
charge  of  shot  over  the  dog's  back  in  exactly  the 
same  way.  He  retrieved  it  in  the  same  way,  with 
its  wings  covering  him,  which  I  considered  rather 
a  curious  coincidence,  and  concluded  there  must  be 
something  at  that  spot  to  attract  those  birds — 
eels,  perhaps.  Young  herons  are  not  at  all  bad 
eating  if  they  have  been  living  on  fresh-water  food, 
and  roasted  like  a  wild  duck,  with  sage,  onions,  etc., 
but  if  old  or  living  on  salt-water  food  they  are  far 
from  palatable.  R.  P. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thv/rsday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeal  Remabks. — Now  that  the 
Whitsun  holidays  are  over  anglers  will  be  preparing 
for  the  coarse  fishing  which  opens  on  June  16.  The 
Thames  is  in  excellent  order,  and  those  who  reside 
by  the  riverside  are  anticipating  a  good  opening 
week.  It  is  hoped  that  the  barbel  will  feed  better 
this  season,  and  they  ought  to  do  so,  owing  to  the 
mild  winter  and  the  good  head  of  water  in  the  river. 
Chub  usually  afford  good  sport  at  the  weirs  during 
the  opening  week  and  then  seek  safer  and  less 
disturbed  haunts.  Roach  seem  to  be  well  for- 
ward, but  better  results  should  be  had  by 
trying  for  bream.  It  is  fortunate  that  the 
season  opens  on  a  Saturday  as  it  will  afJord 
a  chance  to  many  to  "  wet  the  line  "  at  the  very 
start.  I  would  remind  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  I  should  be  very  pleased  to  receive 
notification  of  any  sport  they  get  for  insertion  in 
this  column.  My  address  is  Wimborne  Lodge, 
Grove  Crescent-road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  In 
regard  to  trout  there  have  only  been  a  few  fish 
taken,  as  the  river  was  crowded  during  Whitsun 
with  pleasure  seekers,  but  at  Shepperton  Major 
Terry  had  a  brace  of  fish  of  3Jlb.  and  3lb.  respec- 
tively, and  Mr.  Yates,  at  Great  Marlow,  had  one  of 
3Jlb.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Holiday  anglers  have  not 
had  a  very  good  time  of  it,  as  since  May  30  the 
river  owing  to  the  rain  was  treated  to  a  dose  of 
*'  buttercup  water,"  which  is  said  to  make  the  fish 
sick,  but  on  close  inspection  a  few  days  since  I  find 
the  water  a  much  better  colour  with  just  a  tinge  of 
the  "dandelion  water"  in  it,  which  should  soon 
put  the  fi.sh  off  the  sick  list  and  improve  matters 
generally. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wednesday,  12  p.m. 
— The  river  is  in  good  condition  and  roach  are 
priming,  which  is  a  good  omen.  Prospects  look  well. 
Motfatt  is  very  busy  in  this  district,  since  the  otter 
was  seen  here.  I  attended  the  general  meeting  of 
the  Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  when  old 
Jimmy  Harwood,  of  the  Sundial  A.S.,  paid  a  visit, 
became  an  honorary  member,  and  gave  a  prize  (all 
paid).  He  wan  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
useful  information.    The  prizes  were  distributed, 


the  winners  were  Mr.  C.  Lee,  two,  1st;  Mr.  A. 
Turner,  two,  2nd ;  Mr.  J.  Alsopp,  one,  3rd. — Tom 

Adgeb. 

Bottlsham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh). — This  has  been 
an  early  spawning  season,  and  the  roach  in  par- 
ticular have  left  the  locks  some  three  weeks.  With 
abundance  of  natural  food  in  the  river,  June  16, 
it  is  expected,  will  find  them  in  good  condition. 
This  river,  as  to  angling,  is  an  early  and  late  one. — 
J.  O.  Georoe,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Builth  Wells  (Breconshire). — Fishing  in  this 
neighbourhood  has  been  excellent  during  the  past 
week.  The  water  has  been  ample,  and  there  were 
plenty  of  salmon.  The  best  salmon  catches  wore  : 
Hon.  A  Bailey,  two,  weighing  14Jlb.  and  8Jlb  ;  Mr. 
R.  Gilbert,  three,  201b.,  181b.,  and  22lb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Talbot  (Llanstephan),  one,  251b.  Excellent  baskets 
of  trout  were  brought  home  from  the  Edw  by 
Messrs.  T.  Lant,  T.  Hammond,  and  T.  V.  Price. 
Messrs.  Evan  Vaughan  and  Geo.  Howell  also 
obtained  gratifying  dishes  from  the  Groe  waters. — 
W.  R.  Whislay. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Olonoester shire). — We  have 
had  a  very  good  ri.se  of  May  Fly  at  intervals, 
although  not  so  thick  as  former  years.  The 
Grey  Drake  have  not  shown  up  yet.  All 
our  visitors  have  been  well  satisfied  with  their 
sport.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
amongst  those  who  have  had  good  baskets : — 
Messrs.  Ewen,  Galpin,  Srnallpiece,  Smart,  Burt, 
Fry,  Richards,  Pope,  Brown,  Marlin,  Drysdale, 
Breeden,  Jefferios,  Rogers,  Peachy  Brothers, 
Fidgeon  Brothers,  Ash  Brothers,  Mr.  A-'h,  lies, 
the  Hon.  Ramsay,  and  Wjckham  Martin,  Messrs. 
Faulknor,  Battersby,  Captain  Allfrey,  and  Mr. 
R.  R.  Birker  have  killed  a  quantity  of  fine  trout 
on  their  private  waters. — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth  (Farningh>m,  etc.). — May  Fly  has 
been  well  on  now  for  some  time,  and  the.  fi-,h  took 
it  fairly.  I  have  had  six  brace  since  last  report, 
but  have  only  kept  two  fish.  It  is  curious 
that  I  generally  get  smallish  trout  with  this 
fly.  My  best  was  with  a  small  Coachman  and 
weighed  1  lb.  I2oz.  The  water  has  been  in 
capital  condition,  and  seems  likely  to  remain  so  for 
a  few  days  ;  and  the  rise  of  May  Fly  will  hardly  be 
over  for  nearly  another  week.  The  bigger  fish  are 
now  mostly  in  condition,  and  will  get  daily  fatter, 
and  probably  shier.  On  the  Lion  water  very 
little  sport  was  had,  thou^sh  fish  are  showing  there, 
and  I  noted  one  in  particular  that  would  be  near 
21b.  Of  course,  they  are  even  harder  to  get  on  this 
water  than  elsewhere.  Prospects  may  be  called 
decidedly  good,  especially  in  the  evenings. — J.  P. 
Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distriot). — Most  of  the  fishing 
this  week  has  been  with  natural  bait,  caterpillar  and 
Black  Fly  being  most  used.  The  water  has  been 
fine  and  clear,  and  it  is  little  use  fishing  with  the 
fly  until  the  evening.  Fair  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  secured  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  Revell,  H.  Full, 
and  W.  F.  Tullit.— Devonlan. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  cold  winds  have 
not  been  appreciated  on  the  Exe,  and  the  rain  has 
consequently  not  had  a  very  good  effect.  At 
Cullompton,  Maurice  Cazalet  was  summoned  for 
fishing  in  the  Culm  without  a  licence,  but  the 
clerk  to  the  conservators  who  prosecuted  said 
it  was  not  suggested  that  the  defendant  intended 
to  baulk  the  licence,  and  that  it  was  doubtless 
owing  to  inadvertence.  Defendant  said  that  he 
was  under  the  impression  that  his  £5  subscription 
to  the  Culm  Valley  Fishing  Association  covered  the 
licence,  and  that  the  Association  was  not  subject  to 
the  conservators'  regulations. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Sport  on  this  river  has  been 
fairly  brisk  during  ttie  week,  the  water  being  in 
excellent  condition  for  angling.  Several  rods  have 
been  out,  and  good  baskets  secured.  The  catches 
to  hand  are :  Mr.  G.  Oldham,  thirteen  brace,  one  of 
which  weighed  21b.,  and  four  of  them  1  lb.  each  ; 
Mr.  C.  Dix,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  Richaxdson,  eight  brace ; 
Mr.  Wilson,  five ;  Mr.  Williamson,  two  and  a  half 
brace;  and  Mr.  Buckler,  two  brace;  whilst  others 
have  had  good  catches,  particulars  of  which  are 
not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)^ — Some  salmon  have 
been  caught  recently  near  Up  Exe,  while  the  trout 
have  shown  a  preference  for  the  Blue  Upright, 
Black  Gnat,  and  Blue  Duns;  there  is  also  a  pre- 
vailing impression  that  the  approaching  coarse  fish 
opening  will  be  an  improvement  upon  the  last  few 
seasons.  Some  bass  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth 
Pier  off  the  Warren,  and  at  Strait  Point  also 
pollack,  and  outside  the  Bar  some  very  fine 
mackerel.  The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries'  Committee 
held  a  special  meeting  at  Newton  Abbot  last  week, 
when  protests  and  suggestions  as  to  depredations 
of  foreign  trawlers  were  very  fully  discussed.  Colonel 
Studdy  suggested  that  the  Boards  of  Conservators 
and  the  Saa  Fisheries'  Committee  should  work 
together,  and  that  where  the  officer  of  either  body 
saw  any  breach  of  the  bye-laws  or  infringements 


of  the  Act  of  Parliament  they  should  report  it  to 
each  other.  With  this  object  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Watch  Committee. — Red  P.\lmeb. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).  —  At  last  the 
weather  has  taken  a  turn  for  the  better,  and  we 
have  had  a  glorious  week  of  sunshine.  The  fishing 
has  been  good,  and  nice  baskets  have  been  made. 
The  best  basket  of  the  week  was  eighteen  trout 
weighing  121b.  2oz.,  and  there  have  been  other  nice 
baskets  of  eleven,  twelve,  nine,  and  eight.  The  fish 
are  in  grand  condition,  especially  the  rainbows,  who 
fight  splendidly.  There  are  a  good  many  flies 
about.  The  best  killing  ones  are  Butcher,  Zulu, 
Claret  and  Grouse. — LoNo  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntarles.— Trout  fishers  appear 
to  have  met  with  little  sport.  Though  the  water  is 
nice  and  fresh,  the  nights  have  been  very  cold 
and  few  trout  have  been  showing  at  the  surface. 
No  reports  of  good  captures  are  to  hand,  and  the 
May  Fly  has  not  been  well  on  yet.  D.ice  should  be 
found  in  good  order  by  the  I6th. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngfg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  -Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  running  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  splendid  during  the 
holidays,  and  there  have  been  a  good  number  of 
rods  out.  The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up  and  trout 
are  rising  at  them,  and  now  the  large  fish  are  being 
taken.  Several  very  nice  diihes  of  trout  have  been 
taken  this  week  in  both  streams,  and  the  prospect 
of  sport  is  excellent.  For  evening  fishini?  the 
Governor,  Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Qrl  are 
best  killers.  The  Pinsley  is  running  in  capital  order 
and  sport  good  on  it. — Gwynne. 

O  ter  (Badleigb  Saltertoni.— At  time  of  report- 
ing, Wednesday,  June  0,  the  river  is  in  good  order, 
clean,  and  with  a  nice  head  of  water.  The  rise  of 
fly  is  now  dwindling,  as  far  as  the  daytime  is  con- 
cerned, and  fiih  are  undoubtc'ly  hard  to  take, 
being  highly  fed  and  fastidious.  A  gentleman 
who  has  been  fishing  at  Honiton  has  had  good 
sport,  chiefly  with  dry  fly,  his  best  fi<h  being 
1  lb.  6oz.,  but  the  river  is  fast  becoming  dt<serted 
by  anglers.  Yesterday  (June  5)  the  countless 
swarms  of  gnats  in  certain  parts  of  the  river  was  a 
wonderful  sight,  they  positively  obscured  one's  view 
of  the  floating  lure.  No  rise  of  duns  until  about 
6  p.m.,  when  a  few  Yellow  Duns  appeared.  Your 
reporter  took  two  brace  of  pretty  trout  weighing 
2ilb.  Evening  fishing  ought  soon  to  be  productive. 
— Heron. 

Flymonth. — The  rivers  are  in  pretty  fair  con- 
dition, and  some  good  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  on  the 
Walkham  and  Tavy  during  the  week,  and  some 
salmon  on  the  Dart.  The  peal  do  not  seem  to  be 
rising  at  all ;  whether  the  continual  minnow  fishing 
pricks  and  frightens  them  or  no  I  cannot  tell,  but 
sport  at  night  has  not  been  good  so  far  this  season. 
— William  Hearder. 

Snssex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Glorious  weather  has  been  experienced  during  the 
Whitsun  holidays,  yet  but  few  anglers  have  visited 
the  rivers.  A  brace  of  12oz.  trout  were  taken  in 
the  Fletching  portion  of  the  Ouse  on  June  3,  and 
on  Monday  four  rods  captured  a  leash  of  fijh,  the 
heaviest  lOoz.  In  the  western  streams  trout  of 
2^1b.  have  been  taken,  with  minnow  principally. 
The  water  will  be  let  off  from  the  Chichester 
Canal  in  a  few  days,  and  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  saving  the  fiih.  It  is  a  pity,  as  in  the 
lower  reach,  between  locks,  there  are  perch  up  to 
4lb.,  and  big  carp  and  bream-  Fish  head  upstream 
in  the  upper  reaches  and  can  live  in  the  channel  for 
the  few  days  necessary  for  lock  repairs,  &c.  Har- 
bour fishing  has  been  good  among  smelt,  bass,  flat 
fish,  flounders,  and  a  few  mullet  have  been  taken. 
Eels  are  running,  and  are  taken  by  hand  lines  or 
quadding. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil/. — Water  in  splendid  order 
and  a  very  good  colour.  Plenty  of  salmon  up. 
Five  fish  have  been  caught  during  the  week,  weights 
151b.,  141b.,  121b.,  i2lb.  and  lOlb.— three  on  the  fly 
("  Jock  Scott "  accounting  for  two)  and  two  on  the 
minnow.  Several  have  afforded  good  sport,  but 
unfortunately  were  lost.  Trout  are  rising  well  in 
the  evenings  and  baskets  up  to  61b.  have  been 
caught. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  is  running  in 
splendid  order  for  fishing,  and  the  weather  during 
the  holidays  could  not  have  been  better.  The  May 
Fly  is  now  coming  up  well,  and  the  fish  began  to 
take  them  on  Monday  freely,  and  prospects  are 
splendid.  At  the  end  of  last  week  an  angler  landed 
four  brace  of  good  trout  in  the  Teme  with  the  Qrl. 
On  Monday,  at  Ashford,  trout  from  1  lb.  to  IJIb. 
were  taken  dibbing  with  the  May  Fly.  In  the 
water  near  Ludford  some  good  fish  have  been  taken. 
Fishing  in  the  Ony,  on  Monday,  an  angler  with 
the  Governor  caught  a  small  pike  under  a  weir. 
Two  anglers  landed  sixteen  brace  of  trout  with  the 
fly.  In  the  Corve  good  trout  have  been  landed 
with  May  Fly.  Sport  good  all  round  at  present. 
— S.  Ludlow. 
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Teme  (Tenbxiry). — The  May  Fly  has  been  on 
the  water  for  a  fortnight,  but  the  rise  has  been  very 
sparse.  Fish  are  plentiful  both  on  the  Swan  Hotel 
water  and  the  long  length  preserved  by  the  local 
association.  Anglers  staying  at  the  Swan  have  the 
privilege  of  fishing  the  association's  section  for  a 
very  moderate  sum  per  week  or  day.  Some  good 
bags  have  been  made  during  the  week,  among  the 
most  successful  anglers  being  Messrs.  H.  A.  Bolt 
and  A.  H.  Dunn. — Green  Insect. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrl^boaring 
Rivers. — Oar  waters  are  now  down,  and  in  good 
order  for  fly- fishing.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fishing  a 
private  stretch  up  the  North  Tyne,  killed  three  fine 
trout  which  turned  the  scale  at  4|lb  Mr.  Simpson, 
of  Gosforth,  fishing  the  Barrasford  Hotel  Water, 
North  Tyne,  on  June  4,  killed  six  good  trout  from  Jib. 
to  l^lb.  I  am  told  this  water  has  been  little  fished 
for  years,  having  been  rented  by  a  private 
gentleman.  Now  Mr.  Darling  has  taken  it  over, 
and  guests  staying  at  the  Barrasford  Hotel,  I 
believe,  can  fish  it  free  of  charge.  There  is  a  good 
half  mile  of  streams  and  pools ;  it  is  also  a 
good  salmon  water,  and  well  worth  a  visit. 
Several  members  of  tbe  Elswick  Angling  Society, 
on  Monday,  June  4,  paid  a  visit  to  the  George 
Hotel  water  (North  Tyne).  The  day  was 
glorious,  and  all  had  good  creels,  fly  and  worm 
being  the  lure.  Councillor  Johnson  and  Mr.  Lewis 
fishing  a  privat-i  stretch  on  the  Devil's  water  had  a 
fine  day  of  it  with  fly,  Cow  Dung  and  Grey  Drake. 
Mr.  Edwards,  fishing  the  Coquet  at  Felton,  on 
June  4,  had  a  fine  basket  of  eighteen  trout ; 
ilr.  Howe,  of  Newcastle,  on  June  5,  kUled  a  fine 
basket  of  fourteen  trout  on  the  Tees,  the  nights 
keep  too  cold  for  evening  fishing.  I  have  not  yet 
seen  any  moths  out.  A  good  cast  for  day.  Point 
Blue,  Wing  and  Hare's  Lug,  Dotterel  and  Orange, 
and  Yellow  Partridge.  A  night  cast  of  two  flies, 
Murton's  Moth,  and  Claret  and  Mallard, ,  with 
plenty  of  buss  on  the  body. — Henby  A.  Morton, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — Tne  river  is  once  more  very  low  and 
clear,  in  con<<equence  of  the  spell  of  bright  weather, 
and  no  salmon  has  been  taken  since  my  last  report. 
Several  baskets  of  good  trout  have  been  taken  with 
the  fly  and  up-stream  worm  fishing,  the  latter  com- 
mencing on  June  1.  Amongst  those  successful  were 
Mefsrs.  F.  J  E  Imunds,  T.  Thomas  (Newport),  and 
A.  Jones.— T  R. 

Wye  and  Oervent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  in  very  good  trim  for  the  fly  and  also  for  bottom 
fishing,  in  the  early  morning  or  late  in  the  evening 
for  the  latter  mode  of  fishing.  A  goodly  number  of 
anglers  have  been  in  this  district  during  the 
past  week,  and  Whitsuntide  Holiday  fishermen 
have  had  a  fine  time  of  it,  as  the 
weather  has  been  delightful.  Those  gentlemen  who 
have  fiihed  the  Wye  have  obtained  some  very 
nice  trout,  and  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  fi.ve 
brace  being  about  the  average.  I  do  not  hear  of  any 
heavy  baskets  being  taken.  I  do  not  hear  of  many 
trout  being  caught  with  the  May  Fly.  The  Derwent 
has  had  a  nice  colour  in  it,  and  those  anglers  who 
have  fished  the  Hathersage  and  Chatsworth 
Fisheries  have  had  fairly  good  sport,  obtaining 
creels  ranging  from  two  to  five  and  six  brace, 
and  in  some  cases  more.  The  Darleydale  portion 
of  this  river  is  aflfording  its  members  nice  little 
creels  of  fish.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  is  yielding  a  few  good  trout, 
Mr.  C.  Newbold  securing  one  trout  over  lib.,  also 
Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson  landing  several  nice  fish. 
Several  other  members  have  taken  a  few  good  trout. 
Very  few  May  Flies  have  been  seen  on  this  portion 
of  the  Derwent.  The  prospect  is  good,  as  the 
weather  is  all  right,  and  water,  too.  Useful  flies. 
May  Fly.  Yellow  Dun,  Yellow  Sally,  Dotterel, 
hackle.  Black  Gnat,  .Oak  Fly,  and  Little  Dark 
Spinner. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Whitsuntide  anglers  found  all  the 
above  rivers  in  excellent  trim  for  angling.  The 
Yore  has  fished  fairly  well,  and  some  nice 
dwhes  of  trout  have  been  caught  at  Hawes, 
Aysgarth,  and  Redmire  with  the  fly.  In  the 
district  of  Wensley,  Middleham,  and  Cover  Bridge 
several  anglers  were  out,  sport  on  the  whole 
being  good.  Mr.  Lawrence  and  a  friend  from  Shef- 
field have  had  some  nice  sport  daily.  Since  June  3 
the  weather  has  taken  a  change,  the  atmosphere 
being  warm,  which  has  brought  out  the  Stone  Fly 
and  Green  Drake,  and  some  good  sport  has  been 
met  with  these  flies,  and  will  continue  for  a 
week  or  ten  days;  the  Stone  Fly  is  rather 
later  than  last  year  in  appearance  on  most  of  our 
streams.  The  trout  are  feeding  ravenously  on  this 
bait,  and  during  the  next  few  days  good  baskets 
should  be  made  with  it.  On  the  length  of  water  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon,  a  fair  number  of 
rod.^  have  been  out ;  sport  in  these  districts  has 
been  fairly  good  with  fly  and  upstream  worm.  On 
Monday,  in  private  water,  Mr.   H.  Westerman 
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had  extra  fine  sport  in  very  short  time,  his 
basket  containing  seventeen  fine  trout,  several 
weighing  close  on  a  pound.  The  Wharfe  has  been 
in  fine  trim  during  the  holidays  in  the  upper 
reaches  at  Kilnsey,  Grassington,  and  Burnsall. 
Sport  has  been  fair,  and  some  fine  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly  and  upstream  worms,  best  flies 
being  Waterhen  Quill  and  Olive  Bloa  hackled. 
At  Bolton  Woods,  Addingham,  and  Ilkley,  sport 
has  been  good,  and  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly.  In  the  districts  of  Pool,  Hare- 
wood  and  Collingham  Bridge,  sport  has  only  been 
quiet,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  five  caught  with 
spinning  the  minnow.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Tad- 
caster,  Uileskelf  and  Ryther  the  bottom  fishermen 
have  had  fine  sport  amongst  the  flounders,  several 
baskets,  ranging  from  twenty  to  forty  fish,  being 
caught  daily  with  the  worm.  The  Nidd  has  been 
in  fine  angling  trim  in  the  upper  reaches.  Good 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Pateley  Bridge, 
Dacre  Banks  and  Birstwith  during  the  holi- 
days. At  Knaresboro'  sport  has  improved 
and  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly.  Messrs.  Mawhood,  Sellars 
and  other  anglers  met  with  fair  results.  The 
Swale,  I  hear,  has  fished  well  in  the  upper 
reaches  during  the  holidavs,  some  fine  trout 
being  caught  with  the  fly.  The  Darwent  has  been 
in  excellent  trim,  sport  in  the  upper  reaches  being 
fairly  good,  and  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught.  With  a  continuance  of  fine  weather  during 
the  next  few  days  anglers  should  find  sport  good 
with  fishing  the  Stone  Fly  and  Green  Drake.  Best 
flies  at  present  in  addition  to  the  above  are  March 
Brown,  Waterhen  Quill,  hackled  Olive  Bloa,  Poult 
Bloa,  Brown  Owl,  and  Dark  Watchet. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly. — Mr.  Gibbons,  lessee  of  the  Home  and 
Falls  beats  of  the  Cattle  water,  who  had  his  head- 
quarters in  the  Lovat  Arras  Hotel,  concluded  his 
fishing  on  May  31.  Since  last  report,  his  takes 
were  as  follows: — May  29,  one  salmon  of  14Jlb. ; 
May  30,  one  salmon  of  91b  and  a  grilse  of  3^1b.  ; 
May  31,  one  salmon  of  111b.  and  a  grilse  of  41b. 
Mr.  Gibbons'  total  catch  for  the  month  was  forty- 
six  salmon  scaling  4821b.,  or  an  average  of  101b.  8oz. 
each,  and  three  grilse  scaling  111b.  Miss  Jephcock 
is  the  lessee  for  June,  and  has  her  headquarters  in 
the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  where  Mr.  Kirk  Smith  and 
Mr.  Wardle  Smith  are  her  guests.  Fishing  on 
June  1,  Mr.  Wardle  Smith  had  five  nice  salmon  of 
121b.,  Uilb.,  111b.,  91b.,  and  91b.  June  2  was 
blank.  In  the  tidal  waters  some  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout  were  had  by  the  Moniack  Castle  and 
Farley  House  rods.  The  best  basket  weighed  171b., 
and  the  heaviest  trout  scaled  21b.  4oz.  Net  fishing 
began  on  Saturday,  June  2,  but  only  three  salmon 
were  landed. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  near  Long- 
town  Bridge,  Mr.  Reid  had  a  sea-trout,  and  several 
have  been  got  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water.  In 
Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Hough  had  a  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  ;  Mr.  R.  Graham  caught 
two  sea-trout  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Esk ;  Messrs.  T.  Steele  and  D.  Edgar  had  each 
a  sea- trout  of  IJIb.,  and  Mr.  Brockbank,  one. 
A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools  by  visitors.  Messrs.  Murray,  D. 
Little,  W.  Irving,  Johnstone,  Graham,  and  J 
Carruthers  have  had  good  sport.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  Liddle  Water  Messrs.  Hardie,  J.  Cowan, 
Martin,  and  W.  Armstrong  have  also  had  good 
takes.  Mr.  W.  Glendenning  creeled  141b.  of  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras  water ;  Mr.  Corrie,  four  dozen  in 
Ewes  ;  Mr.  Robertson  a  good  basket  in  Upper  Esk. 
Mr.  T.  Bell  had  a  yellow  trout,  IJlb.,  in  Langholm 
water ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  a  sea-trout,  l|ib. ;  Messrs. 
Varty,  J.  Clarke,  and  W.  Ross  have  each  had  a 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  Scott  had  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
at  a  fishing  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  Rob- 


son  each  had  a  sea-trout.  Mr.  T.  Dalgleish  had 
twenty-four  yellow  trout  in  Lower  Tarras.  Mr.  J. 
Graham  had  a  pea-trout  and  ovpr  a  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  Upper  Esk.  Messrs.  A.  Keen  and  J.  Rob- 
son  have  had  a  few  odd  sea-trout  and  several  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Esk.  Bait  fishing  commenced  in  the  tributaries  of 
the  Esk  and  Liddle  on  June  1. — Gilnockib. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).  —  Since  the  spate  com- 
menced some  weeks  ago  there  has  been  a  fair  run 
of  both  salmon  and  grilse.  On  the  Beldorney 
section  on  May  25,  Mr.  J.  Thomson  (keeper)  had  a 
salmon  of  91b.,  on  May  20  one  of  91b.,  on  May  28 
one  of  Clb  ,  and  on  May  29  one  of  GJlb.  It  is 
reported  that  good  baskets  of  trout  are  getting  on 
most  of  the  sections.  As  yet,  we  hear  of  no  grilse 
having  been  killed  by  the  rod.  On  the  lower 
sections,  where  the  sweep  nets  are  worked  by  the 
net  fishermen,  during  the  past  week  they  had  a 
number  of  grilse,  of  which  there  are  a  fair  appear- 
ance on  the  lower  waters.  The  grilse  captured  by 
the  nets  are  of  fine  size  and  of  capital  quality. 
They  would  average  at  least  41b.  On  the  coast  the 
nets  are  mostly  all  replaced  at  the  various  stations. 
— H  W. 

Znchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  May  28, 

Mr.  Holmes  Ivory  had  fourteen  trout,  111b.;  on 
May  29,  twelve,  9ib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moncrieff,  two, 
21b.  On  May  30,  Mr.  Holmes  Ivory,  four,  41b.  ; 
on  May  31,  twelve,  11  lb.  ;  Mrs.  Moncrieff.  one,  21b. 
On  June  1,  Mr.  Moncrieff,  six.  31b. — W.  Wallace. 

Looh  Leven  ^Kinross). — The  weather  has  now 
become  settled,  with  bright  sunshine  and  south- 
easterly winds.  The  past  week  has  afforded  anglers 
the  heaviest  creels  of  the  season,  the  heaviest  and 
second  heaviest  catch  this  year  being  made.  A 
numb<ir  of  anglers  from  Newcastle  had  good  sport. 
The  top  creel  this  year  was  got  on  June  5,  when 
Mr.  Maughan,  Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Hogg,  Coupar 
Angus,  captured  thirty-five  trout,  301b.  In  three 
days  they  had  fifty-five  trout.  481b. ;  Mr.  W.  Doig 
Gibb  and  Mr.  Percy  Ward,  Newcastle,  creeled  in 
three  days  sixty-four  trout,  571b.  (their  best  day's 
catch  was  twenty-seven  trout,  241b.  12oz.);  Mr. 
Duncan,  Dundee,  had  sixteen  trout,  161b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Rushworth  and  Mr.  Riley,  Colne,  in  two  days 
had  twenty-four  trout,  24lb.  ;  Mr.  Hodgson  and 
Mr.  Wright  (three  days),  thirty-eight  trout,  32'b. 
12oz.  ;  Mr.  Groom  (four  days),  thirty-five  trout, 
361b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Sutherland  and  Mr.  Smythe, 
Edinburgh,  foiirteen  trout,  101b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
D.  F.  Black,  Newcastle,  twelve  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
R.  Lawson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Ewing,  Edinburgh, 
thirteen  trout,  141b.  8oz  ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Wright, 
Tillyrie,  thirteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow, 
fifteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Delerose,  of  Lyons,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Shaw,  Gla'-gow,  nineteen  trout,  181b.  The 
United  Edinburgh  Anglers'  Clubs  held  their  annual 
competition  on  June  1,  when  five  angling  clubs  were 
each  represented  by  six  rods,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Walton  club,  which  had  only  five  rods  forward. 
The  competition  was  restricted  to  fi-hing  with  fly. 
The  total  capture  was  ninety- five  trout,  which 
weighed  861b.  14oz.  The  winning  team  was  the 
Waverley,  with  a  catch  of  twenty-one  trout,  which 
weighed  201b  12oz.  Mr.  L.  Dickson,  of  the 
Waverley,  won  first  prize  with  six  trout,  71b. 
6oz.  The  heaviest  trout  was  caught  by  Mr. 
R.  A.  Sim,  and  weighed  21b.  lOoz  Eleven 
members  of  the  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club  had 
forty  trout  (371b.)  at  their  competition.  The  first 
was  gained  by  Mr.  A.  Dryburgh  with  five  trout 
61b.  4oz.  The  first  award  at  the  Clackmannanshire 
Club  competition  was  given  to  Mr.  O.  Cairns  who 
had  five  trout  61b.  9oz.  The  number  of  trout  cap- 
tured with  the  rod  last  month  was  1613  and 
weighed  15521b.  12oz.  The  number  caught  in  May 
last  year  was  1034  which  weighed  8681b.  4oz.  This 
is  the  best  result  for  that  month  for  four  years.  A 
number  of  boats  were  out  with  perch  fishers,  and 
some  good  "  takes "  were  made  of  large  perch. 
The  most  successful  had  over  one  hundred.  Only 
two  small  pike  have  been  taken  with  the  net  since 
March  last. — R.  B.  Laino. 

Iiyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  June  1,  Mr.  H.  W.  Macpherson,  Bairhill, 
Ayrshire  had  a  salmon  of  14lb.,  and  on  June  4  he 
had  another  of  221b.  On  May  30,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Blackett,  Ord,  Northumberland,  had  eight  trout, 
2^lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart,  Fortingall,  had  six  trout. 
Oci  May  30,  Mr.  T.  Francis,  Fakenham,  Norfolk, 
eight  trout.  On  June  2,  Dr.  and  Mr.  A.  Wilson, 
Anstruther,  had  twonty-six  trout,  91b.  On  June  4, 
Mr.  T.  Francis  and  General  Francis  had  seventeen 
trout,  and  Dr.  and  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  forty-eight, 
weighing  13|lb.  On  June  5,  Mr.  T.  Francis  had 
twelve  and  Dr.  Wilson  twelve. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — With  the  recent 
floods  fish  have  been  moving  upwards  from  the 
lower  pools,  and  sport  greatly  enhanced.  On  the 
Braemar  waters  last  week,  Mr.  Radcliff  had  two 
nice  fish  of  61b.  and  101b.  On  the  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  waters  the  royal  keepers  and  others  had 
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fairly  good  pport.  On  the  Aboyne  and  Glentana 
waters  sport  is  still  rife,  and  Juno  promises  to  be 
a  good  monlh.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water 
some  thirty  fish  wero  creeled  for  the  week,  while 
six  wpre  got  on  the  Castle  reaches.  Of  these  Mr. 
WaterBi  Id  had  three,  on  June  1,  of  71b,  8lb.,  and 
lOlb..  while  Mr.  Orahame  had  one  of  Olb.  on  May  31, 
and  Mr.  Hardie  one  of  121b.  on  Saturday  last.  On 
the  Ballogie  water  Sir  Henry  Meredith  had  three 
on  Tuesday  of  71b.,  lOlb.,  and  lOjlb.,  and  Mr. 
Hoare  one  of  r21b.  On  the  Cairnton  water  the 
Hon.  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant  has,  along  with  guests 
and  keeper.-!,  run  up  the  best  record  of  the  Dee, 
having  creeled  over  200  fi-h  since  the  opening  of 
the  season,  and  sport  there  still  continues  first- 
rate.  Grilse  are  now  beginning  to  run  freely,  and 
several  have  been  got  by  anglers  in  the  Feugh. 
Don. — On  the  Earl  of  Kintore's  water  Dr.  Impey 
creeled  some  good  baskets  last  week.  One  day  he 
had  sixteen,  and  on  another  twenty-one  fine  trout, 
all  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Aberdeen,  had  a  basket 
of  twenty  five  trout,  and  Mr.  Finch,  Alford,  and 
friends  similar  sport  on  (he  private  reaches.  On 
the  Pitmedden  water  Mr-  G.  M.  Mackay  had  a  fine 
basket  of  brown  trout  on  Monday  last,  among 
which  wa«<  a  Loch  Leven  of  IJlb  and  a  rainbow  of 
|lb.  On  the  Fintry  Lord  Sempil  and  on  Parkhill 
Profes.>-or  Cash  and  others  are  making  excellent 
baskets  of  trout  every  day  out.  The  rivers  are  all 
in  fiist-class  trim. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  been  in 
good  order  for  fly  since  last  week's  report,  but  the 
run  of  sea- trout  Irom  the  Sol  way  is  di-;appointingly 
small  as  yet.  Towards  the  end  of  the  present 
month,  however,  there  should  be  a  fair  head  of  sea- 
trout  in  the  rivers,  and  better  sport  always  takes 
place  in  July.  Gril.«e  are  making  no  show  so  far, 
and  it  is  feared  the  Solway  is  pretty  well  netted  out 
in  its  grilse  supply.-  The  Annan. — Tiiis  river  has 
been  in  good  order  for  trout  fly.  Fishing  the  private 
water  of  Mount  Annan,  part  of  Monday,  June  4, 
Mr.  Wm.  Wright  had  one  sea-trout,  and  ten  yellow 
trout  with  the  fly.  With  the  worm  bait,  Mr.  W. 
Robison  and  Mr.  J  Sloan,  jun.,  had  each  a  sea- 
trout,  and  Mr.  Pasley  Di-von's  keeper,  Andrew  Beel, 
had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  with  minnow.  In  the  lower 
waters,  Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  caught  one  sea-trout  of 
IJlb.  with  fly  in  the  Brewery  stream  on  June  2 
Mr.  James  Loudon  had  also  one  of  about  lib.,  and 
Mr.  Peter  Loudon,  Edinburgh,  took  one  in  Craigdale 
stream  of  Northfield  water  on  the  same  evening 
with  D.ivon  minnow.  Fi.shing  in  the  Ca.-^tle  milk 
water,  Mr.  J.  Rae  landed  one  sea-trout,  and 
a  few  yellow  trout  and  odd  sea  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  water.  The  Dum- 
fries NiTH  AND  Tbibdtaejes. — There  has  been 
a  fair  run  of  sea-trout  to  the  Nith,  but 
not  many  have  been  caught  by  the  rods  so  far, 
though  the  streams  have  been  in  the  best  order  for 
fly.  In  the  Closeburn  and  Auldgirth  stretches 
some  of  the  local  rods  have  had  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  with  the  fly,  while  others  have 
been  doing  fairly  well  with  worm.  The  Gal- 
loway RivEES  and  Lochs.  Loch  fishing 
in  the  Stewartry  is  doing  much  better.  The 
Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — In  the  Cars- 
phairn  district  visitors  have  had  some  nice  ba.«kets 
of  yellow  trout.  The  Dalmellington  Loch  is  afford- 
ing improved  sport.  A  couple  of  rods  had  about  a 
hundred  yellow  trout  on  June  2  and  June  4  ;  Messrs. 
Fraser  and  Macdonald,  J.  Smith,  and  J  Murray 
have  had  good  sport  on  Loch  Doon. — Heather- 
bell. 

Spey  (Aberlonr). — The  weather  in  this  district 
was  rather  warmer  last  week,  and  the  river  is  now 
in  fairly  good  fishing  trim.  On  the  Aberlour  water 
one  salmon  of  IClb.  was  killed  on  May  30  by  Mr. 
H.  E.  W.  Prince,  of  Somerswood,  also  four  sea- trout. 
— N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — For  this  season  of  the 
year  the  river  is  still  above  the  level  usual  at  this 
time.  On  the  Fulchan  water  last  week  Mr. 
Macquordale  and  party  killed  some  twenty-eight 
salmon.  Frotn  the  Knockando  House  water  (Mr. 
Hankey's),  on  May  30,  Mr.  Shand,  gameketper, 
landed  a  salmon,  9Jlb.  ;  on  June  1,  one,  lOJlb.  ; 
and  on  May  31  one  of  91b.;  while  from  the 
Laggan,  Carron  water  (Colonel  Smith  Grant's), 
on  May  30,  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  had 
one,  lO^lb.,  and  on  the  following  day.  Captain 
Dunbar,  of  Pitgaveny,  had  two,  111b.  and  131b. 
On  the  same  water,  on  May  31,  Mr.  Gumming 
had  two  giil.-e,  3 Jib.  and  51b.  respectively.  From  the 
Wester  Elchies  water,  on  June  5,  Mr.  W.  Duncan, 
fisheiman,  had  a  salmon  of  111b.,  a  grilse  of  3Jlb., 
while  on  Juno  1  he  hnd  a  salmon  of  71b.  Fisliing 
the  Easter  Elchies  water  on  June  5,  Mr.  Edward 
Sanquhar.  Forres,  killed  a  salmon  of  6ib. ;  while 
from  the  Rothes  water,  for  the  week,  Mr.  P.  Stuart, 
fisherman,  landed  five  salmon,  wtigliing  each  lalb., 
151h..  VA\h.,  lljib..  and  11  lb.— J.  M. 

ThnrhO  (CaithuesB). — The  River  Thurso,  owing 
to  the  continued  heavy  thunder  showers,  was  very 


unsettled  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week 
Since  June  2,  however,  it  has  been  dry  and  rather 
cold,  but  on  the  whole  fair  sport  was  obtained  by 
three  rods  for  the  three  days,  their  total  catch 
being  nineteen  fish,  2521b.  On  No.  4  Beat, 
Mr.  Pople  killed  two  fish,  111b.  and  ICJIb.  ; 
Mr.  C  M.  H.  Smith  killed  one  fish  of  8lb  ; 
Sir  John  Morris,  three  of  12Jlb.,  9Jlb.  and  91b  ;  and 
W.  Tate,  gillie,  two  of  161b.  and  91  b.  No.  6  Beat. 
— Mr.  Pople  had  two  of  171b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Menzies  four  of  141b.,  lOJlb.,  8Jlb.  and  81b.  On 
No.  7  Beat. — Mr.  Pople,  one  grilse  41b.  (first  of 
season),  and  two  salmon,  131b.  and  91b.  Mr.  C.  M. 
H.  Smith  two  of  15lb.  and  141b.,  and  J.  Sinclair^ 
gillie,  three  of  12lb.,  lllb.  and  91b.  No.  8  Beat.— 
Mr.  Menzies  three  fish,  ITjlb.  121b.  and  81b.  Uppeb 
Beat. — Mr.  Pople  two  fiih,  lOJlb.  and  121b. ;  and 
Mr.  Menzies  two  of  12Jlb.  and  91b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kllrea). — Rain  ceased  falling  during  the 
closing  days  of  the  week,  and  cold,  north-east  wind 
and  bright  sunshine  prevailed.  The  temperature  of 
the  water,  though  rising,  remains  low  for  a  period 
.so  far  advanced  in  the  season,  and  sedges  are  scarce 
on  the  banks  and  do  not  leave  to  go  over  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  (he  evenings.  The  Bann 
shrunk  ten  inches  and  por(ions  of  all  the  sections, 
save  Caronroe,  on  which  few  fish  are  resting,  are 
low  enough  for  the  fly  to  be  u->od.  Salmon  are 
scarce  on  all  the  reaches,  and  poor  sport  is  being 
obtained,  only  two  having  been  canght  during  the 
week.  These  were  taken  under  the  weir  at  Kilrea, 
and  weighed  lllb.  and  131b.,  the  former  by  Mr. 
Mulholland  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  F.  Wilson.  Trout 
are  ri-ing,  and  baskets  are  being  made  from  the 
banks  in  the  evenings  on  the  Kilrea  and  Port- 
glenone  stretches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District  — The  rise  in  the  tem- 
perature has  improved  evening  fishing  on  both 
river  and  lake  in  this  district.  At  Woodbnrn  trout 
are  ri  ing  well,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been 
made  during  the  evening  rise.  The  same  applifs  to 
the  Stoneyford  Basin.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
week  the  Crossgar  was  in  fine  trim,  and  trout  rose 
readily  to  the  Dun  and  Golden  Olive.  On  the 
Antrim  Road  Basin,  Belfast,  some  successes  were 
made  by  Messrs.  J.  D.  Kirk,  J.  Murray,  J.  J. 
Loughead,  J.  A.  Barlow,  and  J.  R.  Williams. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  The  keeper,  T. 
Gilroy,  landed  four  salmon  during  the  past  week 
of  171b.,  131b.,  121b.,  and  9lb.  Mr.  A.  Stubbs 
landed  one  salmon,  9lb. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunou  and  Belleek/.  —  The 
following  anglers  landed  a  few  salmon  amongst 
them  during  the  past  week  ranging  in  weight  from 
61b.  to  21  lb. :— Capt.  Auchinleck,  Col.  Hughes,  Mr. 
Godwin,  Col.  Rowan,  etc.  Trouting  was  fairly 
good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

liOngh  Arrow  (Boyle) — Since  last  report  Arrow 
has  been  affording  grand  sport,  far  exceeding  pre- 
vious years.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  efforts  of 
the  preservation  society.  The  latter  is  this  year 
doubling  its  efforts  to  protect  the  lake,  and  it  will  in 
the  near  future,  we  hope,  become  a  second  Blagdon. 
On  May  30,  Colonel  Hewat  had  seven  fish  to  his 
own  rod,  21b.,  21b.,  21b.,  2Jtlb.,  l|lb.,  1  lb.  and  1  lb. ; 
Major  G.  M.  Harding,  four  fish,  2Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  IJlb. 
and  lib.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  three  fish,  41b  ,  2^\b.  and  1  lb. 
Colonel  Lawrence,  three  fish,  31b.,  3|lb.  and  IJlb. ; 
Mr.  Toomy  and  Mr.  Taylor,  seven  fish,  4lb.,  S^lb., 
Iflb.,  lj;b.,  l|lb.,  lib.,  1  lb.  and  IJIb.  ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Acheson,  two  fish,  2ilb.  and  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  G. 
Aeheson,  two  fi,h,  2Jlb.,  21b.;  Mr.  Kolle,  one, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Fairbanks,  one,  5\\h.  ;  Mr.  Clarke  two 
fi,h,  6ilb.  and  SJlb.  On  May  31,  Colonel 
Hewat,  two  fish,  41b.  and  21b. ;  Mr.  G.  Acheson, 
one  fish,  Iflb.  ;  Major  Harding,  one  fish,  Iflb. ; 
Mr.  Hart  Jackson  and  Mr.  Wadham,  three  fish, 
41b.  Silb.  and  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Toomy  and  Mr.  Taylor, 
six  fi=h,  51b.,  S^lb.  2|lb.  21b.  and  1  lb. ;  Dr. 

Allen,  one,  21b. ;  D.  Kildea,  one,  21b.  On  June  1 
D.  Kildea,  one,  21b. ;  Col.  Hewat,  one,  IJIb. ; 
Major  Harding,  two,  41b.  and  31b. ;  Col.  Law- 
rence, one,  2ilb. ;  J.  Acheson,  one,  21b. ;  G. 
Acheson,  four"  3Jlb.,  2ilb.,  IJlb.  and  Ulb. 
Mr.  Greenfield,  one,  7lb.  On  June  2,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Smith,  three,  4Jlb.,  IJlb.,  l^lb. ;  Mr.  Toomy,  two, 
3ib.,  2lb. ;  Mr.  Jack>on,  two,  21b.,  1  lb. ;  Major 
Harding,  three,  31b.,  21b.,  21b.  ;  Col.  Hewat,  one, 
Ijib. ;  Col.  Lawrence,  four,  2ilb.,  IJlb  ,  lib.  lib. 
Mr.  Toomy,  three,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  I  Jib.  On  June  3, 
Col.  Lawrence,  one,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  one,  5Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Taylor,  fcix,  5Jlb.,  3jlb.,  31b.,  l^lb.,  1  lb.,  1  lb. 
OiiJune4,Mr.  Hart  Jackson, one,  21b.;  Col.  Hewat, 
four,  51b.  ;  G.  Acheson,  two,  21b.,  lib.;  Major 
Harding  and  Mr.  Bourne,  four,  41b.,  41b.,  IJlb., 
l^lb. ;  Col.  Lawrence,  four,  51b.,  4|lb.,  Iflb.,  lib.; 
Mr.  Jackfon,  two,  IJIb.,  lib.;  Mr.  Wadham,  one, 
2ilb. ;  \^T.  Hall,  one,  ijlb. ;  Mr.  Price,  one,  b\\h. 
Mr.  Geo.  H.  Stuart  during  the  week  had — May  30, 
four  fish,  2ilb.,  2ilb.,  lib.,  21b. ;  May  31,  four  fish. 


4Jlb.,  31b.,  Iflb.,  3Jlb. ;  June  1,  one,  3ilb. ;  June  2, 
one,  3Jlb.  ;  June  4,  five  fish,  5ilb.,  4ilb.,  Silb., 
lilb.,  Iflb.- G.  A. 
Iiouffb  Cnrrans,  eto  (Wat  e  rviUa,  oo.  Kerry). — 

Nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done  on  Lough 
Currane  since  last  report.  On  the  river  Cummeragh 
Mr.  Henry  Wright  had  three  salmon  averaging 
101b.,  and  Mr.  Bartleet,  of  Reddich,  a  salmon  of 
lOlb.,  and  two  peil  of  6Jlb.  each.  Brown  trout 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  upper  lakes  but 
no  sea-trout  have  been  had  so  far.  On  the  small 
mountain  lakes  sport  has  exhibited  much  improve- 
ment — T  J.  D. 

Lonirbs  Mask  and  Corrlb  (Clonbnr). — On 
favourable  days  here  the  anglers  are  having  fine 
sport,  both  on  the  artificial  and  May  Fly.  The. 
catches  by  Mount  Gable  Hotel  vi-iitors  are : — 
On  May  31,  Major  Bell  and  Captain  Pitt  Taylor, 
forty-five  trout,  Olb.  (artificial  fly) ;  Mr.  Deane 
Drake,  seven  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Pettrick,  five  trout, 
2ilb. ;  Mr.  Toller,  two  trout,  Ijlb.;  Mr.  Cri.sp,  six 
trout,  31b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Smith,  two  trout,  21b.  3oz. ; 
Mr.  Ander.son,  twelve  trout,  131b.  6oz.,  be-t, 
3 Jib.  and  2 Jib.  (dap) ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordecia 
Jones,  six  trout,  5Jlb.,  best,  lib.  Ooz.  On 
June  1,  Capt.  Pitt  Taylor,  two  trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr. 
Crisp,  two  trout,  1  Jib. ;  Mr.  Toller,  three  trout, 
2J  b.  ;  Mr.  Smith,  two  trout,  lib.;  Mr.  Deane 
Drake,  two  trout,  1  lb.  (dap) ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
Jones,  four  trout,  31b.,  best  lib.  (dap);  Mr.  Field, 
two  trout,  21b.  (artificial  flv)  ;  Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr. 
Chisholm,  four  trout,  3 Jib.  (dap);  Mr.  Anderson, 
three  trout,  2ib.  (dap).  June  2,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  Jones,  five  trout,  lOJlb.,  best  3Jlb.  and  21b.  7oz., 
all  artificial  fly  ;  Mr.  Anderson  nine  trout  7|^lb.,  be^t 
21b.  2oz.  (dap);  Mr.  Foster  five  trout,  6Jlb.,  best 
21b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Smith  four  trout,  21b.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
Deane  Drake  four  trout,  41b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Newlyn  one 
trout,  1  lb.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Pethick  three  trout,  4lb.  6oz., 
best  21b. ;  Mr  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chisholm  six  trout, 
71b.,  best  3Jlb.  (dap);  Mr.  Field  eleven  trout,  91b. 
all  artificial  fly.  June  4,  unfavourable  day,  few  odd 
fish  ;  Mr.  Foster  be.st.  a  4Jlb.  gillaroo  on  artificial  fly. 
June  5,  Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chisholm,  six  trout, 
lOlb.,  best  21b.  dap.  Mr.  Saaton  and  Mr.  Paterson, 
five  trout  101b.  4oz. ;  best  51b.  9oz.  Mr.  Field 
six  trout,  3ilb..  best  |lb.  (all  artificial  fly);  Mr. 
Anderson  and  Mr.  Clerk,  nineteen  trout,  151b.,  be.^t 
lib.  6oz.  (dap  );  Mr.  Deane,  one  trout,  4 Jib. ;  Mr. 
Pethick,  two  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr. 
Newlyn,  eleven  trout,  71b.,  be«t,  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  Jones,  four  trout,  21b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Barnes,  six 
trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Foster,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  (arti- 
ficial fly) ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  three  trout,  3lb.— (j.A. 

Lough  Melvint— Mr.  Curran  took  a  grilse  of 
61b.  on  June  5  ;  Mr.  Kelly  took  another  of  6 Jib.  on 
June  4,  and  Mr.  Lancaster  landed  a  salmon  of  91b. 
Trouting  was  excellent  generally,  and  Mr.  L.  M. 
Curtler  took  sixty-four  trout  in  five  days,  of  a  fair 
average  size,  largest  fish  weighing  1  lb.  Sport  at 
time  of  writing  continues  good. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (BalUna,  oo. 
Mayo). — The  wind  has  been  south  for  the  past  few 
days.  Capt.  Johnson,  of  the  King's  Rifles,  one 
salmon,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Wiggon,  one  salmon,  51b ; 
Mr.  Simon  Scroope,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  101b., 
and  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr  Bridgewater,  two  salmon, 
91b.  and  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Sheeld.s  one  grilse,  3 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Scott,  two  grilse,  41b.,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Sullivan, 
one  salmon,  lllb.,  one  grilse,  31b.  Trout  anglers 
are  getting  from  six  to  ten  sea-trout  a  day  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  river,  largest,  3Jlb.  Some  nice 
trout  have  been  got  on  the  loughs.  Mr.  Murphy 
got  four  jack,  lOlb.,  121b.,  lljlb..  l(jlb.  Lough 
Talt  and  Callow  fished  well. — Pat  Heabns. 

Shannon  and  Iiough  Rea. — A  good  many  small 
trout  have  been  taken,  as  many  as  twenty  herring 
size  to  one  boat  under  the  weir.  The  May  Fly  has 
only  now  made  its  appearance  on  Lough  Rea, 
which  is  the  latest  lake  in  Ireland.  We  are  in 
hopes  of  some  good  takes  coming  this  week.  My 
brother  Ned  has  just  returned  with  Col.  Charlton 
from  Lough  Derg  May  Fly  fishing  at  Ro-smore; 
they  had  a  very  good  time  of  it,  killing  108  trout, 
weighing  2331b.,  in  three  weeks.  They  killed 
twenty-two  fish  one  day. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  dry  and 
warm,  and  water  falling.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  13Jlb.,  and  two  peal,  3Jlb.  and 
41b.  On  Summerhill  fishery.  Miss  Ida  M.  Wheatley 
killed  one  salmon,  21Jlb.,  and  one  peal,  5Jlb.  On 
Doonass  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  :^2Jlb. 
On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  two 
salmon,  8|lb.  and  171b.  The  trout  fishing  is  opening 
up  well,  and  some  very  nice  ba-kets  have  been 
obtained.— John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnlliugar). — 
Wednesday,  May  30,  was  the  most  satisfactory 
day  we  have  had  on  the  lakes,  and  if  <  nly  the  wind 
had  died  away  the  best  baskets  of  the  Green  Drake 
fishing  would  have  been  obtained.  Mr.  Willie 
Meares,  of  record  trout  notoriety,  had  three  lovely 
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INSECT 
BITES. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
IVIidges. 

PRYOR'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 

A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS. 

DIRECTIONS.— Foni  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 

THE   EFFECT  OF   ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


In  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 


Prepared  by 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKEMHAM,  KENT. 

Sfecial  Agents  ; 

HARDY  BROS., 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 


SPECIAL 

(red  seal) 

SCOTCH  WHISKY 


MUDII'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  2is.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6d.  YEARLY 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,     SUBURBS,    and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

Branch  OiPeeJ241.  BROMPTON  ROAD.  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


FISHING— LOUGH  MEL  VI N 

TO  HiET, 

COMFORTABLE  HOUSE,  FURNISHED, 

by  tlie  month  or  longer.  Four  bedrooms  sitting 
room,  kitchen.  Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  free.  Healthy  situation.— For  par- 
ticiilars  apply  to  John  Keon,  Askill  House, 
Ballyshannon,  Co.  Donegal. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 


"ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST     SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY 
SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


Five  reasons  WHY  It  should  be  used : 


BECAUSE  it  is  the  most  killing  bait. 
BECAUSE  it  adheres  to  the  hook. 
BECAUSE  it  is  firm  and  soft. 
BECAUSE  it  is  regular  in  size. 
BECAUSE  it  is  perfect  in  condition  and 
colour,  and  will  keep  any  length  of  time. 


Price  t/' 

Cash  with  Order. 


per  bag. 

Post  Free. 


Address  :—n&naLger,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blackfpiars,  London,  S.E. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President—SlK  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  iuformation,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address.  


GiTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  •  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "  The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary.  


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Prendent—LOnT)  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 
Skcbetart. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains.  Meetings  each 
Wednesday,  and  particulars  of  Secretary  at 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W.  


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First'Claag  Boyal  Mail  and  Fasaenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  ^^of"  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELL4TLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


You  can  do  an  old  angler  a  good  turn,  and  your- 
self reap  a  beneflt,  at  a  small  cost,  by  sending 
for  a  copy  of 

"THE  TRENT  OTTER'S" 

PRACTICAL  FISHING 

FOR  COARSE  FISH. 

19  chapters  ;  150  closely  printed  pages,  33  illus- 
trations ;  Bound  in  strong  cloth  covers.  45 
years'  practical  experience  in  English  waters 
far  and  wide.     Much  to  instruct,  much  to 

interest.   

Price  1/-  only.  Postage  3d.  extra,  from 

J.  W.  MARTIN.  ("The  Trent  Otter,") 
8,  Setmocr  St.,  Euston  Square,  London,  N.W. 

Illustrated  Circulars  and  Catalogue  of  high- 
class  fishing  goods  Free. 


a-  El  JXr  IT  K.  B  s 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICEERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  KeiehJey 
York. 


pears 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


B-r  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


Box  sent  Post  Free  for  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

Si  SPECIAL  NAILS  i 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


Ui    For  Fishing  and  ^ 
Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
and  Boots.  C) 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, 
LONDON,  S.E. 


ESTABLISHED  1B7S. 

KING'S 'NATURAL' BAIT 

OE 

KING'S  ROAGH  PASTE 

The  most  successful  for  all  fish  taking. 
A  Paste  Bait.  Sticks  -well  on  the  hook. 
White  or  pink.   3d.  &  6d.  per  packet. 

CEROX^iEXJlVi:. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 
Bees'  Wax,  &c.    The  best  DRESSING 
for  Lines  and  Leather  Goods  known. 

Cakes,  6d.&  Is.  each.  Postage  for  both  extra. 

Of  all  TAflKLK  DEALERS,  or  from 
the  Maker, 

WM.  KING,  Chemist, 
WOODLANDS,  ST.  JOHN'S,  IPSWICH. 

ATKINSON  &  SONS 

LANCASTER. 

Specialities  ... 

W.  A.'s  improved  Quill  MlnnoW,  none 
like  it,  1/6.    With  Trace,  2/-  post  free. 

W.  A.'s  Cast  of  Hackle  Flies,  three 
Plies  on  Spin  Hair  Top,  9d.  each.  As  used 
by  W.  A.  himself.    Half  dozen  post  free. 

Eeal  Dotterell  Flies,  2s.  doz.  One 
or  two  Skins,  10s.  6d.  each. 

Write  for  Illustrated  List. 

A  Novel  and  Useful 

CAST  POUCH 


CLQSEb 


EVERY  TACKLE  DEALER  SHOULD  TRY  IT. 

Can  bo  obtai  ited  tlirougli  aiiy  Wholesale 
House  or  from — 

RICHARD  WHEATLEY  &  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Makers,  BIRMINGHAM. 


WE5TLET 


AND  CO.  LTD. 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


W estley  Richards  beg  to  announce 
a  new  and  interesting 

Catalogue 

of  High-Class 

Angling  Specialities. 

Part  of  Contents : 

"  Scientific  Rod  Building, 
to  curve  ordinates." 

"Notes  on  Gut,  with  instructive  en- 
larged micro-photographs." 

"Mr.  Halford's  Floating  Flies 
and  May  Flies,  including 
1904  patterns." 

Westley  Richards'  Rods, 

whether  of  Single  Built  Cane,  Double 
Built  Cane,  or  of  Greenheart,  are 
unsurpassed  in  quality  of  material  and 
care  of  construction  and  finish  in 
all  details. 

FLY  ROD, 

as  made  for  Walter  M.  Gallichan,  Esq., 
Author  of  "Fishing  in  Derbyshire," 

"  Fishing  in  Wales," 
and  a  well-known  contributor  to 
T/te  Field,  etc. 

2-Joint  10  ft.  Built  Cane,  Lockfast 

Joints,  JB5. 
If  with  one  top  only^  JE3  10  0 

This  is  a  stiff  rod  with  silk  bindings 
at  close  intervals  to  secure  the 
proper  pacing  of  the  rod.  The  butt 
is  fitted  with  AGATE  ring^,  which 
ill  conjunction  with  the  agate  end 
ring  are  a  great  assistance  in  shoot- 
ing the  line. 

Westley  Richards' 

3-Joint  Built  Cane 


Dry  Fly  Rods, 

Lockfast  Joint,  Agate  Rings.  Highest 
Quality,  JB4:  17  6 

BADEN-POWELL  FLY  ROD, 

Built  of  split  cane  to  curve  ordinates. 
2  tops  and  top  case    -    JB3  12  6 

Westley  Richards'  "  Silver  Scale  " 

2  -  Joint  Greenheart  Rod.  Best 
Workmanship,  Lockfast  Joint,  22/6 

The  "  Rexo Double  Tapered 
Trout  Line,  35  yards  -    -  11/8 

I     UNBLEACHED    GUT]  | 

Casts  from  9d. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Telegrams  : — "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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fish  of  51b.,  31b.,  31b.  respectively ;  I  also  had 
three  of  just  half  the  weight ;  on  June  2,  three 
more  of  nearly  the  sanae,  and  Mr.  John  Farroll  had 
a  very  shapely  fish  of  5Jlb.,  his  brother  one  of  31b., 
Mr.  A.  Pittia,  four  (one  of  4Jlb.);  there  may  have 
been  many  good  baskets,  but  these  came  under  my 
own  observation.  I  have  heard  very  good  reports 
from  Lough  Derravaragh,  but  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  verify  same.  The  fly  is  beginning  to 
rise  at  the  northern  end  of  Lough  Owel,  but  nothing 
can  be  done  on  any  of  the  lakes  now,  as  they  have 
been  almost  as  calm  as  the  surface  of  a  sheet  of 
glass  for  the  past  three  days. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BalliuskelligfB. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at 
pollack,  bream,  and  gurnard,  but  no  bass  have  been 
had  so  far.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
very  sultry  and  bright,  and  no  sport  has  been  had 
before  6  p.m.  each  day.  The  best  take  recorded 
was  one  of  thirty-nine  pollack  at  Coomaconclane  on 
Monday  evening  in  about  two  hours.  Rock  fishing 
is  now  giving  good  sport  westwards  of  Bunavalla, 
and  at  and  around  Scariff  Island. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Several  boats  put  out  to  different  parts  of 
the  fishing  grounds  during  the  Whitsun  holiday, 
and  some  of  them  obtained  decent  sport  with  flat 
fish  from  the  Bay.  Messrs.  Nunn,  Haig,  and 
Williams,  in  a  galley  punt,  fished  inside  the  Good- 
win, and  landed  with  over  J  cwt.  of  mixtures  of 
dogfish,  large  pouting,  and  a  few  whiting,  and  lost 
some  of  their  gear  with  large  fish,  presumed  to  be 
large  dog  or  rig.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  mackerel 
boats  brought  good  takes  of  mackerel,  which  will 
soon  suit  for  railing.— Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Our  Whitsun  anglers  experi- 
enced very  poor  sport  during  their  holiday,  though 
conditions  of  weather  and  water  left  nothing  to  be 


desired.  The  few  pier  patrons  on  June  1  fished  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  with  very  meagre  results, 
the  water  being  somewhat  clouded  and  weed-strewn, 
and  the  tide  very  sluggish.  June  2,  being  very  fine, 
brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  anglers,  including 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brown.  Mr.  E.  H.  Roberts,  Mr.  T.  Sex- 
ton, Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  G.  Band.  Mr  C. 
Miskin,  Master  Percy  A.  Ralph,  Mr.  Eric  Hepburn, 
Mr.  Shapland,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Hume,  Mrs.  Dodd, 
Mr.  Collyer,  Mr.  G.  Morton  and  Mr.  J.  Dwyer. 
Little,  however,  was  done  during  the  day, 
and  three  visitors  from  Ashford  who  spent  the 
entire  night  upon  the  pier  only  totalled  nine  fish 
between  them.  Only  three  anglers  were  in  evidence 
on  the  following  day,  and  the  returns  were  very 
poor,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day. 
Monday's  visitors  comprised  Messrs.  Baker,  Wood- 
head,  Piper,  Kearns,  Eyes,  Goldsmith,  Newell, 
Morton,  Turner,  Ockelford,  and  two  ladies,  Miss 
Lewis  and  Mrs.  Morton,  together  with  little  Miss 
Morton,  who  made  the  best  catch  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Miskin,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Tress,  and  Mr. 
Kilbourn  were  additional  pier  patrons  on  June  5, 
but  did  little  except  among  very  small  fry,  and  on 
June  6  fishing  was  no  better  than  on  the  few  pre- 
ceding davs.  Master  G.  Smith,  Master  Burke 
Harvey,  Miss  J.  Courthope,  and  Mis?  Crispin  were 
the  only  additional  anglers  on  this  day. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Fensanoe. — Very  fine  weather  during  the  holi- 
days, a  few  very  fair  catches.  Boatman  C.  Barnes, 
on  May  31,  caught  twenty  pollack,  four  111b.  to 
131b.  each,  the  rest  averaging  41b.,  twenty  large 
pouting,  four  bream,  one  ling,  twenty  various  small 
fish.  Boatman  Taylor,  on  June  4,  eight  pollack, 
eight  bream,  two  haddock,  one  pouting,  two 
mackerell,  four  dog-fish.  Whiffing  for  pollack 
moderate  sport.  Rod  fishing  from  piers.  Moderate 
sport  with  pollack  at  Lamorna,  on  June  4.  Mr.  C. 
L.  Taylor  had  a  nice  catch  of  pollack  and  saw  some 
nice  schools  of  bass. — J.  H.  Rowe,  B.S.A.S. 


Flymonth. — The  weather  has  come  in  very  fine 
all  at  once,  and  the  fishermen  are  making  good  use 
of  their  time.  The  sea  is  smooth,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  of  all  kinds  about.  The  bass  are  still 
to  be  had  in  any  numbers  in  the  Hamoaze  ;  you 
can  see  them  by  the  thousand  playing  about  the 
various  ships  in  the  harbour.  Some  of  them, are, 
to  use  a  friend's  expression,  as  long  as  an  umbrella. 
Several  have  been  taken,  and  they  run  from  21b.  to 
61b.  or  71b.  each  ;  the  large  ones  seem  more  wary  of 
the  baits.  There  is  plenty  of  offal,  I  expect, 
from  the  numbers  of  ships  of  all  classes  that  are 
anchored  in  the  stream.  Pollack  are  feeding  well 
at  the  breakwater  and  over  the  bridge  at  Drake's 
Island,  the  larger  ones  at  the  former  place.  Some 
score  of  boats  were  engaged  in  fishing  for  pouting 
on  June  4,  and  they  seemed  to  be  having  good 
sport. — William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A  S.). 

Walton-on-Naxe.  —  More  sport  the  last  few 
days.  Whiting-pout  are  in,  though  not  large.  Mr. 
Wightman  and  .son  had  two  score ;  Mr.  J.  J. 
Robinson  had  twenty-two  and  dabs.  Mr.  Houghton 
has  had  a  net  over  the  pier  and  caught  a 
lobster,  6|lb.,  and  I  saw  Tom  Polley,  the 
other  afternoon,  catch  a  beauty,  41b.  The 
pollack  are  coming  in  and  my  son  had  one  the 
other  night  about  1  lb.  To  day  (June  (i)  Master 
W.  Woods  had  one  about  IJlb.  On  Whit-Monday 
an  open  competition  was  held  off  the  pier.  First, 
Mr.  Ted  Bloom,  rod  and  reel ;  second,  Mr.  C. 
Spinks,  reel ;  third,  prize  won  by  Master  W. 
Woods  (box  of  cigars).  A  lobster  competition  was 
not  won.  Weather  fine  ;  wind  N.E. — J.  R.  Robin- 
son (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  shown  great  im- 
provement this  week,  and  anglers  have  been  busy 
with  rod  and  line,  both  from  boats  and  pier.  There 
have  been  a  lot  of  whiting  in  the  harbour,  and  also 
flounders,  and  a  good  number  have  been  taken. 
In  the  Backwater,  on  the  flood  tide,  some  good 
sport  has  been  obtained  with  eels  and  flounders. 


A    REFERENCE  BOOK  FOR  FISHERMEN. 

A  FISHING  CATECHISM 

By  Colonel  R.  F.  MEYSEY  THOMPSON. 

Fcap.  8vo.      3s.  6d.  net. 

London  :  EDWARD  ARNOLD,  41  and  43,  Maddox  Street,  W. 

MAGMILLAN'S  CABINET  LIBRARY 
OF  STANDARD  BOOKS. 


First  Payment, 


5/- 

and  balance  by 
instalments. 


62 

Volumes,  containing 

36,000 

pages,  handsomely 
bound  and  fitted  into 

a  strongly- made 
Fumed  Oak  Bookcase. 


„*  An  Illustrated  Booklet,  giving  particulars  as  to  the  method  of  purchase, 
and  a  full  description  of  the  Library,  can  be  obtained  at  all  the  leading 
Booksellers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  direct  from  the  Publishers. 


MACMILLAN  &  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON. 


THE  GOMPLEAT  ANGLER,  Ltd., 

30  &  32,  Worcester  Street,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegraphic  Address :  "  Angler,  Birmingham."  Telephone  No.  :  4924 

Send  P.O.  value  Is.  for  Three  Different  Patterns  of  the  Thomas 
"Incomparable"  May  Flies. 


The  wings  and  legs  of  these  Flies  are  composed  Of  naturally  shaded  feathers  with  straw  bodies, 
also  silk  wings  with  cork  bodies.    They  bear  a  marked  resemblance  to  the  beautiful  Ephemera, 
and  have  proved  effective  in  many  districts. 
SPECIAL  MAY  FLY  CASTS,  Level  or  Tapered,  Sd.  each. 

Agents  for  S.  THOMAS  &  SONS'  Specialitiesm 


MAY  FLIES. 


Assorted  Sample 
Dozen,  4/' 

THE  "COSTA"  MAY, 
4/-  per  doz. 

THE  "HALFORD"  MAY, 
4/6  pep  doz. 


Selections  made  up 
for  any  District. 

THE  "HOLMES"  WET 
MAY,  4./-  per  doz. 

THE  "DEMON"  WET 
MAY,  4/-  per  doz. 


THE  "SPENT  GNAT,"  5/-  per  doz. 

THE  "  MARSTON  "  MAY  FLY  CAST.    Made  throughout 
from  best  Selected  Undrawn  Gut,  3  yards,  1/6  each. 

THE  "  HODSON  "  MAY  FLY  CAST,  as  above,  7  ft,  1/- each. 


J.  E.  MILLER,  "''"""l 


Telephone:  No.  2601. 


ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

£  E  X>  S. 

Telegrams!  "PISCATOR,  LEEDS." 
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E.  H'iggett,  fishing  with  a  visitor,  having  over  501b. 
of  eels  and  fifteen  large  flounders,  while  another 
catch  had  between  201b.  and  301b.  of  eels.  -Frora 
the  Ferry  Bridi^e  good  reports  are  to  hand,  bass  of 
from  31b.  to  41  b.  being  numerous.  W.  Moggeridge, 
fishing  with  Mr.  Lee  (B  S.  A.S.),  from  a  boat  near 
the  breakwater,  having  fifty  nine  dog-fish,  weigh- 
ing together  close  on  1  cwt.,  largest  fi-h  about_  61b. 
They  also  had  a  few  silver  whiting.  A  large  shark 
was"  caught  in  the  mackerel  nets  on  the  Chesil 
Beach.— C.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 

The  reports  received  yesterday  (June  4)  from 
the  various  angling  districts  of  Norway  show  that 
the  western  coasts  have  had  heavy  floods  with  fane 
weather,  and  that  fish  are  ascendmg  on  all  the 
different  rivers.  I  have  heard  of  fish  being  caught 
both  on  the  Mandal,  Lyngdal.  and  Undal  m  the 
south  of  Norway,  also  further  north  in  the  Dalstjord 
(North  Bergenhus  district).  Fortunately,  the 
weather  has  been  more  or  less  of  a  gradually 
improving  tvpe  during  the  whole  of  May,  con- 
sequently the  change  from  winter  to  summer, 
which  is  usuallv  of  an  intermittent  character,  has 
been  more  uniform  this  year,  and,  therefore,  with  a 
big  snow  vear  and  a  fair  straightforward  rise  in  the 
temperature,  the  prospects  of  fish  being  attracted 
bv  fresh  water  to  the  rivers  have  been  better  than 
they  were  in  1905.  On  the  whole,  prospects  are 
exceedingly  favourable.— James  Dowell,  Lumley 
House. 

Jlssoctattons,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
Tlie  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Mondav  next  (June  111  at  8.30  p.m.    The  privilege 

■  tickets  "applied  for  up  to  date  wiU  be  dispatched  on 
Mondav  next,  and  wiU  be  in  the  club  secretaries 

'     hands  'in  time  for  distribution  at  their  meetmgs 

■  during  the  ensuing  week.  Tlie  gmde  books  will 
also  be  ready  for  distribution  on  June  14,  and  can 
be  had  bv  calling  at  my  house  after  that  date, 
or  thev  ^-ill  be  at  delegate  meeting  on  the  June  18, 
or  forvi-arded  per  Pickford  and  Co.  upon  my  receiving 
a  notification.  The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  June  21.  at  the  Saracens  Head  Hotel, 
Snow-hiil.  Holbom-viaduct.  Will  secretaries  please 
do  their  utmost  and  induce  their  members  to 
support,  this  event  ?  Much  depends  on  their  actions 

;■  to  make  it  a  success.  Tickets  3s.  6d.  each,  and  can 
'  be  had  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  or 
mvself.  It  is  with  much  regret  I  have  to  announce 
the  death  of  -Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  who  passed  away  on 
Wednesday,  May  31.  He  was  one  of  our  trustees 
\  true  and  loval  supporter  of  the  association,  and 
his  decease  will  be  keenly  felt  by  aU  who  knew  him 
Please  note  mv  house  has  been -renumbered  from  ^ 
tp  No.  38.— R.'G.  Woodruff,  Secretary,  38,  iirsby- 
road,  Stamford-hill,  N. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
The  twenty-sixth  annual  report  of  the  above  (of 
which  we  are  proud  to  be  the  president)  is  to  hand, 
from  which  we  are  glad  to  note  the  society  continues 
to  flourish  as  it  deserves.     During         year  just 
ended  the  calls  were  fewer  than  usual,  but  thu-ty- 
seven  caaes  were  relieved,  the  sums  amounting  to 
£211    several  of  the  grants  being  as  high  as  ilO. 
The  donation  boxes  have  received  the  av-erage 
measure  of  support,  and  there  are  five  fresh  life 
members.    The  number  of  annual  subscribers  shows 
the  gratifying  increa.^  of  129.  making  in  all  2206. 
The  net  result  on  the  year's  working  is  an  increase 
in  the  bank  balance  of  nearly  £70.    The  committee 
again  urge  members  of  angling  societies  to  become 
annual    subscribers.    The    small    proportion  at 
nre<ient  who  join  is  without  doubt  the  weak  feature 
of  the    A  B.S.    Unfortunately  many  thmk  it  is 
infra  dia.  to  join  an  institution  which  they  imagine 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  benefit  society.    That  such  a 
notion  is  entirely  erroneous  Can  promptly  be  proved 
—in  the  first  instance  a  member  does  not  of  neces- 
sity become  entitlefl  to  relief  because  he  has  niet 
with  misfortune,  he  has  to  be  "  m  distress  ; 
secondly,  the  list  of  clubs  contributing  to  the  roll 
of  members  at  Is.  Id.  per  annum  discloses  many 
of  the  premier  societies  in  London.    It  is  urged 
that  the  trifling  subscription  is  not  paid  as  an  insur- 
ance but  as  a  pledge  of  goodwill  to  fellow  sportsmen, 
and  we  hope  secretaries  of  angling  societies  will  put 
the  matter  in  this  light  to  their  members.    A  post- 
card to  the  secretary  (Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley- 
road.  Shepherd 's-bush)  will  ensure  all  information 
being  cheerfully  accorded. 

Blptmheim  Angling  Society. 
TTie  annual  general  meeting  of  this  societj  was 
held  at  London  hc'idr|uarters  on  May  31,  when  our 
president,  Mr.  George  Geen,  was  m  the  chair.  The 
chief  items  on  the  agenda  were  :— The  election  of 


officers  for  the  ensuing^  year  and  certain  proposed 
alterations  in  the  rules.  The  chairman,  in  congratu- 
lating the  society  on  the  progress  it  had  made  both 
numerically  and  financially,  stated  that  there  was  a 
substantial  balance  in  hand.  He  also  said  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  assist  the 
society  in  keeping  up  a  well-stocked  fishery.  The 
existing  rules,  with  certain  proposed  alterations  and 
additions,  wliich  had  previously  been  considered  by 
the  committee,  were  read  to  the  meeting,  and  alter 
some  spirited  debates  two  or  three  important  altera- 
tions were  decided  on.  The  principal  officers  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year  are  :— President,  Mr  George 
Geen;    vice-presidents,  Messrs.  J.   McGallum,  i-.. 
Roberts,  and  E.  Blagrave  ;  chairman,  Mr.  Armitage  ; 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Barnes  ;  hon.  assistant  secretary, 
Jilr  J  Adams  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Yarham  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  Bainton.  Barnett,  Cracknell.  Derry,  Louden- 
sack,  Marks.   Norman.  Sage,  and  Sparks;  hon. 
solicitor.  Mr.  J.  Arnatt.   A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings.     At  an 
ordinary  meeting  on  May  30  there  was  little  business 
transacted  beyond  the  election  of  three  new  members 
and  a  few  routine  matters  in  consequence  ot  the 
annual  general  meeting  taking  place  on  the  following 
day     It  is  hoped  that  members  will  use  tlieir  best 
endeavours  to  be  present  at  the  annual  dinner  on 
June  14,  as  an  enjoyable  evening  is  anticipated.— 
E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
As  usual  no  meeting  was  held  on  the  Tuesday 
following  Whit  Monday.  On  Tuesday  next  (June  12) 
there  will  be  held  both  committee  and  ordinary 
meetings  ;  at  the  latter  a  discussion  will  take  place 
"  On  Prospects  as  regards  Sport  during  the  Forth- 
coming Season."  Will  members  who  have  not  already 
done  so  kindlv  let  the  hon.  secretary  Icnow  which 
kind  of  pri\-ilege  ticket —whether  A  A.  or 
"Central"— is  required,  forwarding  at  the  same 
time  the  customary  fees  and  instructions  if  to  be 
sent  on  by  post. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
There  was  no  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  (June  5), 
but  a  few  good  fishing  reports  have  come  to  hand. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  creeled  on  the  Chess, 
Messrs  Thonger,  Pryce,  Savmders,  andEldred  having 
taken  some  nice  fish.  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret 
that  the  society  received  the  news  of  the  death  from 
Phthisis  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  which  took  place  on 
May  31  Mr.  Close  had  been  suffering  from  this  dread 
malady  for  the  last  two  years,  so  that  his  death  was 
not  altogether  unexpected.  The  society  m  particular, 
and  London  anglers  generally,  have  lost  a  strenuous 
worker  in  Mr.  Close,  and  his  death  leaves  a  blank 
which  will  be  long  felt.  At  the  funeral  at  Abney  Park, 
on  Tuesday,  June  5,  the  society  was  represented  by 
Mr  C  L.  Gill.  On  Saturday,  June  2,  the  death  ot 
Mr  T.  B.  Fourmy  (of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Hunt  and 
Fourmy,  of  Chesham)  was  announced.  Mr.  Fourmy's 
death  was  due  to  the  same  cause  which  earned  ott 
Mr  Close,  but  in  this  case  a  hopeful  letter,  recently 
received  from  Mr.  Fourmy,  led  one  to  thmk  that  he 
was  on  the  way  to  better  health,  and  thus  the  blow 
has  been  s(  m>what  sudden.  Letters  of  condolence 
have  been  sent  to  the  family  of  each  of  the  late 
members,  and  their  deaths  at  a  comparatively  early 
age  will  be  greatly  deplored.  The  usual  weekly 
nTeetings  will  be  resumed  on  Tuesday  next.— Hon. 
Sec. 

Henley  Working  Men's  Fishing  Club.— 
Annual  Dinner. 
On  May  23  the  first  dinner  and  prize  distribution 
in  connection  with  the  Henley  Working  Men's 
Fishing  Club  was  held.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
J.  B.  G.  Holloway,  the  vice-chair  being  filled  by  Mr. 
F  Willis  (chairman  of  the  committee).    The  chair- 
man submitted  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success 
to  the  Henley  Working  Men's  Fishmg  Club.    He  said 
it  gave  him  the  greatest  pleasure  to  propose  the  toast 
fo?  his  heart  was  with  the  club  in  every  way.  A 
glance  at  the  prizes  to  be  distributed  was  enough  to 
invigorate  everybody  and  make  them  wish  they  were 
fishing  members  of  the  club.  For  a  first  season  he  had 
never  known  a  club  come  up  to  such  perfection. 
Mr  F   WiUis  and  Mr.  Millington  responded.  Mr. 
Miilington  went  on  to  give  some  particulars  of  the 
"  catches  "  during  the  season,  and  remarked  that 
the  members  had  taken  nine  specimen  roach  the  two 
best  being  caught  by  Messrs.  Midwinter  and  F.  Cox, 
the  weight  of  the  roach  being  21b.  2oz.  and  1  lb.  1 1  oz 
respectively.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent 
as  a  smoking  concert,  and  a  pleasant  time  ended  at 
eleven  o'clock  with  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem.     Among  those  who  contributed  to  the 
musical  programme  were  Messrs.  Holloway,  Judge, 
Cox.  Mead,  Vaughan,  Pryke,  Turner,  H.ll,  G.  Arlett, 
Lewenden,  Perriam,  Smith,  A.  Parrott,  jun.,  Willib, 
and  others. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
On  June  6  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  at 
headquarters,  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presiding.    The  draw 


for  the  first  round  of  the  club  championship  took 
place,  and  the  venues  arranged.  A  number  of 
members  have  visited  the  club  trout  fishery,  and 
some  nice  fish  have  been  recorded.  Mr.  Dunn,  a 
nice  basket,  largest  fish,  1  lb.  15oz. ;  Mr.  Cox,  several 
up  to  a  pound ;  Mr.  Rayner,  a  number  of  capital  trout, 
largest,  1  lb.  9|oz. ;  and  Mr.  Attwood,  half  a  dozen 
good  class  fish,  well  up  to  club  standard. — G.  R. 


Llandudno  Sea  Anglers'  Association. 
The  weather  has  settled  down  and  the  water  is 
getting  into  condition  for  fishing.    Messrs.  Dunphy, 
Peacock,  and  Timperley  trolling,  early  this  morning, 
landed  a  dozen  beautiful  pollock,  the  heaviest 
41b.  7oz. — the  first  catch  of  the  season.  Messrs. 
Raymond  and  Crabtree,  bottom  fishing  just  off  the 
pier,  had  a  very  good  time,  landing  thirty-seven  fish, 
amongst  them  one  plaice  (21b.),  codling  (2Jlb.),  six 
dabs  (^Ib.),  and  some  small  whitings.    Good  sport  , 
has  been  had  off  the  pier-end  these  last  few  days. 
Mrs.  Fouldes  landed  four  nice  pollock  on  June  5, 
heaviest  21b.    The  hon.  secretary  has  now  a  large 
chart  of  the  whole  of  the  fishing-grounds  within 
seven  miles  of  Llandudno,  and  visitors  should  call 
and  see  it  before  venturing  out. — Howel  Jones. 
Midland  Railway  Institute  Fishing  Club, 
Derby. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  club  was  held 
in  the  Midland  Railway  Institute  Concert  Hall  on 
May  18.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Jordan.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  The  proceedings 
were  chiefly  of  a  formal  character,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  Mr.  E.  W.  Wells,  who  had  been  president 
of  the  club  for  so  many  years,  had  tendered  his 
resignation,  owing  to  his  retu-ement  from  business 
and  removal  from  Derby,  and  Mr.  W.  Guy  G;ranet, 
the  present  assistant  general  manager  of  the  IV'Iidland 
Railway,  was  unanimously  elected  as  president  in 
succession.  The  hon.  secretary  referred  to  the 
work  of  the  past  season,  including  several  netting 
operations  for  stocking  their  various  ponds- 
turning  in  of  trout  in  certain  of  their  river  water — 
to  the  fact  that  the  club  had  been  successful  in 
obtaining  a  valuable  reach  of  river  water  in  the 
Dove,  near  Tutbury,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be 
the  means  of  increasing  the  membership,  and  that 
there  was  a  probability  of  other  good  waters  coming 
into  the  hands  of  the  club  as  circumstances  per- 
mitted, particulars  of  which  would  be  issued  to  the 
members  in  due  course.  The  committee  do  not 
propose  to  increase  the  subscription  for  the  forth- 
coming season,  but  have  reduced  the  charge  made 
of  late  years  in  regard  to  honorary  membership 
from  £2  2s.  to  £1  10s.  A  very  general  desire  was 
expressed  at  the  meeting  that  the  secretary  should 
make  a  further  move  with  a  view  of  improving  the 
fishable  condition  of  the  waters  of  Weston-on-Trent, 
which  had  been  impaired  of  late  years  through  the 
breakage  of  the  weir  at  King's  Mills.  Hon.  sec. 
(Mr.  C.  H.  Bannister),  assistant  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Fred. 
Smith),  treasurer  (Mr.  T.  Jordan),  and  the  whole  of 
the  retiring  committee,  with  some  alterations,  were 
re-elected. 

Tonbbidge  Angling  Club. 
The  Tonbridge  Angling  Club  is  becoming  quite  an 
old-established  one,  for  on  Wednesday  night  (May  30). 
at  the  Bull  Hotel,  the  members  held  their  thirty- 
fifth  annual  meeting.    The  popular  president  and 
enthusiastic  fisherman,  Mr.  C.  R.  Catchpool,  was  in 
the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of 
members.     The  report  presented  was  of  a  very 
encouraging  nature,  and  told  of  a  very  successful 
season  ;    whilst  for  the  ensuing  season  a  stock  of 
roach  of  the  value  of  £14  had  been  turned  into  the 
River  Medway  for  the  benefit  of  the  menjbers  of  the 
club.   The  balance-sheet  showed  a  sum  on  the  right 
side  of  £13  12s.  9d.    Mr.  C.  R.  Catchpool  was  once 
more  elected  president,  with  Major  Warner,  hon. 
solicitor  ;  Mr.  S.  W.  Burgess,  hon.  treasurer  ;  and 
^It.  F.  J.  Tanton,  hon.  secretary.      During  the 
evening  prizes  were  presented  for  the  following 
catches: — Heaviest  pike  oyer  61b.— (1)  G.  Hewitt, 
7lb    14ioz.  ;    (2)  T.  Richardson,  6Jlb.  Heaviest 
bream  oVer  3Ub.— (1)  J.  Read,  4lb.  ^oz.  ;  (2)  E.  J.' 
Easterfield.  41b.    Heaviest  chub  over  21b. — (1)  A.  J. 
Vinten,  31b.  13oz.  ;  (2)  E.  Pinnock,  2pb.  Heaviest 
roach  over  Ulb.— (1)  J.  Cox,  lib.  9Joz.  ;    (2)  H. 
Fenner,  1  lb.  9|oz.  ;  (3)  W.  Funnell,  1  lb.  9oz.  ;  and 
P  Wiles  and  E.  Pinnock,  Ulb.    Perch.— (1)  G.  H. 
Stockdale,  1  lb.    3ioz.  ;    (2)  G.   Sales.    1  lb.  3oz. 
There  were  several  members  of  the  Tiuibridge  A\  ells 
Angling   Club   present,    and   the   suggestion  was 
thrown  out  by  them  that  the  Tonbridge  and  Tun- 
bridge   Wells   clubs   should   amalgamate,   and  it 
was  decided  to  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  matter. 


A  cyclone  is  a  circular  storm,  or  system  of 
winds,  varying  from  fifty  to  500  miles  in  diameter, 
revolving  round  a  centre  that  may  advance  forty, 
miles  in  an  hour. 
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jottings  bp  IJ^c  iOap. 


Sir,  please  you  to  look  up  and  doum 
The  weedy  reaches  of  our  stream. 
And  note  the  hubbies  of  the  bream, 
[      And  see  the  great  chub  take  the  fly. 
And  watch  the  long  pike  basking  lie 
Outside  the  shadow  of  the  weed. 

— Wm.  Morbis. 


The  late  Mr.  J.  B.  Close. 

It  is  witli  deep  regret  I  have  to  record  the  death  of 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  who  was  laid  to  rest  at  Abney  Park 
on  Tuesday  last.  For  many  years  he  had  taken  a 
most  active  part  in  piscatorial  matters,  and  no 
movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of 
London  anglers  had  lacked  his  services  or  goodwill ; 
a  thorough  sportsman,  and  a  capital  debater,  he  was 
most  strenuous  when  defending  privileges,  urging 
the  preservation  of  public  waters,  and  the  checking 
of  illegal  or  unfair  methods,  or  resisting  the  sacri- 
ficing of  the  interests  of  any  one  class  of  anglers  for 
the  benefit  of  another  ;  yet  those  who  sometimes 
may  not  have  been  in  accord  with  his  views  ever 
found  him  a  courteous  adversary,  who  fully  recog- 
nised that  a  divergence  of  opinion  did  not  indicate 
a  lack  of  the  best  of  intentions. 

*  ♦  *  *  « 

He  will  be  much  missed  by  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, for  whom,  with  the  Benevolent  Society,  he  had 
worked  most  assiduously  for  a  very  long  time,  and  it 
was  only  recently  he  had  to  resign  theT.A.P.S.  com- 
mittee on  the  ground  of  ill-health.  Though  suffering 
from  consumption  for  some  time  past,  the  end  came 
rather  suddenly,  and  but  few  knew  of  the  funeral 
and  were  enabled  to  pay  the  last  tribute,  but  his 
memory  will  always  be  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
the  many  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  I  may  add 
that  he  was  a  Volunteer,  arid  served  in  the  London 
Rifle  Brigade  for  twenty-one  years,  having  been 
presented  with  the  Long  Service  Medal  and  roll  of 
honour.  He  was  also  secretary  of  the  Junior  Fly 
Fishers,  whose  members  were  very  keen  in  flv- 
fishing  for  coarse  fish. 


As  will  be  seen  in  another  column,  the  good  old 
Benevolent  Society  is  going  strong.  I  cannot  imagine 
it  otherwise  imder  the  management  of  its  present 
admirable  officers  and  committee,  but  a  little  bird 
has  repeated  the  same  old  cry — we  want  more 
members  ;  mwe  members.  It  is  inexplicable  to  me 
why,  out  of  about  7000  privilege  ticket-holders,  only 
2200  pay  the  humble  thirteenpence  to  the  A.B.S. 
Those  of  us  who  can  remember  the  privilege  ticket 
days  regard  this  modest  amount  as  quite  a  trivial 
thank-offering,  and  how  pleasant  it  is  to  feel  that  our 
mite  has  gone  some  way  towards  helping  another 
angler  in  necessitous  times.  There  is  no  blinking  the 
fact  t^iat  many  feel  they  are  "  above  "  a  society  of 
this  kind — well,  I  can  only  say,  look  at  some  of  the 
honoured  names  among  the  clubs  subscribing,  and, 
if  yet  of  the  same  mind,  you  still  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  a  life  member  at  £ls.,  and,  here 
again,  you  will  be  in  splendid — nay,  distinguished 
company 


The  annual  dimier  of  the  Blenheim  Angling 
Society,  at  which  I  hope  to  be  present,  will  be  held 
at  the  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'-road,  W.,  on 
Thursday  next,  June  14,  at  7.30  p.m..  and  not  on 
Saturday,  June  16,  as  was  stated  in  error  last  week 
Mr.  George  Geen,  president,  will  occupy  the  chair  ' 
and  Mr.  Ernest  Roberts,  A.M.I.C.E.,  the  vice-chair' 


The  fourth  annual  sea-fishing  (open)  competition 
of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  at 
Littlehampton  on  June  10,  when  numerous  prizes 
are  offered.  The  competition  is  open  to  all  England, 
and  a  special  prize  is  offered  for  the  club  sending 
the  greatest  number  of  competitors.  Particulars  of 
the  competition  may  be  obtained  from  W.  Poole. 
Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars,  S.E.  All 
competitors  are  to  meet  at  the  Britannia  Inn,  where 
tickets  \^dll  be  stamped.  One  rod  only  to  be  used  with 
not  more  than  three  hooks.  Competitors  may  enter 
on  the  morning  of  the  competition.  Trains  will  leave 
London  Bridge  and  Victoria  at  8.5  a.m.,  returning 
from  Littlehampton  at  6.22  p.m.   Fare,  3s. 


Mr.  G.  a.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond 
Hotel,  writes: —  "Just  a  line  to  inform  you  the 
May  Fly  is  with  us.  My  '  Peggie  '  caught  two  last 
week  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  main  army  are 
now  well  in  evidence.  Had  a  fine  catch  last  week — 
ajmilitary  gentleman  from  Aldershot  Landing,  after 
a  prolongsd  struggle,  a  lovely  trout  of  41b.  9oz. 
fro.TX  iny  water,  and  since  then  seyeral  up  to  21b. 
have  come  to  hand." 


Sporting  Scotsmen  assembled  in  strong  force 
recently  at  the  Scots'  Corporation  Hall  to  do 
honour  to  Mr.  James  M.  Watson,  the  "veteran" 
shinty  player,  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation 
of  tiie  "  Harry  Lauder  "  Medal,  won  on  Good  Friday 
last.  There  was  song  and  sentiment  galore,  when 
a  kindly  reference  was  made  by  the  Chief  of  "  The 
Scottish  Clans  "  of  London  to  the  services  rendered 
by  Mr.  Donald  Watson  (his  brother),  of  Inverness, 
"  Who  had  worthily  upheld  the  traditions  of  sport 
in  their  highest  sense."  As  is  well  known,  he  is 
defending  the  rights  of  fishing  in  the  River  Ness. 


Madame  Adelina  Patti  (Baroness  Cederstrom) 
will  make  her  only  appearance  during  the  season 
at  a  morning  concert  to  be  given  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall,  on  Thursday  next  (June  14)  at  three 
o'clock.  Miss  Ada  Crossley,  Mr.  Ben  Davios,  and 
Mr.  Santley,  V^ivion  Chartres  (the  English  cliild 
violinist).  Signer  Ferrucio  Bu.soni,  Mr.  H.  C. 
Tonking  will  also  appear.  Tickets  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  Kensington,  and  of  tlie 
usual  agents. 


Richard  Wilcox,  of  Aylburton.  was  recently 
angling  for  salmon  wlien  he  hooked  a  sturgeon. 
A  comrade  came  to  his  aid,  and  eventually  after 
fine  sport  the  Royal  fish  was  brought  to  bay.  It 
proved  to  measure  10ft.  in  length,  and  weighed 


C.  T.  S.  Birch  Reynardson,  in  "Sports  of 
Bygone  Days,"  says  that  Dr.  Johnson,  who  doubt- 
less was  a  clever  man  in  his  way,  was  evidently 
not  a  fisherman,  and  is  not  at  all  complimentary 
when  he  says  that  a  fisherman  is  "  A  worm  at  one 
end.  and  a  fool  at  the  other."  Dr.  Birkbeck  Hill 
stated  that  he  had  never  found  this  remark,  which 
has  for  a  century  rankled  in  the  angling  mind,  in 
any  work  of  Johnson's.  Mr.  Marston  traces  it  back 
in  a  French  form  pretty  nearly  to  Johnson's  date  in 
a  quotation  from  Ancelot,  "  L'Homme  du  Monde"  : 
"  La  ligne  est  un  instrument  oil  il  y  a  une  bete  a 
chaque  bout." 

"  All  fishermen  men  are  fools,"  he  says. 

Perhaps  'twas  so  in  his  young  days  ; 

And,  because  this  old  curmudgeon 

Maybe,  never  caught  a  gudgeon, 

Or  with  line  and  crooked  pin 

Once  tried  to  take  some  minnows  m 

And  couldn't,  he  lays  down  a  rule, 

"  That  every  fisherman's  a  fool." 

This  observation,  on  my  word, 

I  can't  but  think  is  most  absurd. 

Indeed  it  is  not  every  lout 

That  fishes  that  can  catch  a  trout : 

So  cunning  is  he.  and  so  shy. 

It  is  not  every  ill-made  fly 

Will  tempt  him,  but  the  greatest  skill 

Is  needful  if  you  wish  to  kill 

This  dainty  fish.    Moreo'er,  the  day 

Must  not  be  bright,  old  fishers  say, 

But  rather  cloudj',  and  tlie  wind  ' 

Is  best  at  south  or  west.    You'll  find 

In  other  winds,  I  know  not  why 

The  fish  are  generally  shy. 


The  following  is  culled  from  a  contemporary: — 
A  Day's  Fishing. 

"  There  is  nothing  more  delightful  than  to  set  out 
for  a  day's  fishing  on  a  trout  stream.  The  month  of 
June  is  the  best  time  for  getting  a  good  basket,  as 
tlien  the  May  Fly  has  just  come  on  to  the  water. 
Havmg  gathered  a  large  box  of  May  Flies  the  night 
before,  put  them  in  a  cool  place  until  the  morning, 
when  they  will  be  quite  lively  and  ready  for  tise. 
Be  early  astu-  the  following  day,  and  having  made 
a  good  breakfast,  and  also  paid  attention  to  your 
luncheon  bag,  set  out  for  the  water.  Put  up  your 
rod  and  begin  to  fish  with  worm,  since  May  Fly 
does  not  take  well  till  the  sun  shines  strongly. 
Very  likely  you  will  get  but  small  encouragement 
till  about  ten  o'clock,  when,  having  changed  your 
tackle,  and  put  on  the  May  Flv,  the  excitement 
commences.  Move  gently  forward  to  the  side  of  the 
pool,  and,  having  cast  the  May  Fly  well  up  the 
stream,  let  it  come  sailing  down  with  the  current. 
As  you  watch,  you  see  a  bubble  rise  slowlv  to  the 
top  of  the  water  just  below  your  fly. 

■"**** 

"  Slacken  now  j'our  line,  as  this  is  a  trout  trying 
to  draw  the  May  Fly  downwards  to  him  through 
the  water.  Slowly  your  May  Fly  disappears,  until 
you  feel  a  gentle  jerk  on  your  line  ;  give  him  but 
a  second  longer,  and  then  quickly  draw  taut  your 
line.  The  next  instant  there  is  a  rush  across  the 
pool,  and  it  takes  now  all  your  attention  and  skill 
to  land  the  trout,  aa  at  this  time  of  the  year  trout 
are  at  their  strongest,  and,  besides,  you  almost 
always  catch  heavy  fish  with  the  above  bait.  Your 


line  is  stretched  to  the  utmost,  and  your  rod  is  bent 
like  a  bow,  as  the  trout  makes  his  mad  rushes  across 
the  pool,  but  he  will  soon  tire  himself  out,  and  as 
likely  as  not  he  will  go  down  stream.  If  he  does  this 
run  with  him,  and  in  a  few  minutes  you  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  him  lying  on  the  gravel  at  the 
water's  edge. 

*  *  *  • 

"  Encouraged  by  this  success,  you  fish  now  every 
pool,  and  if  good  luck  has  attended  you  throughout 
you  will  have  a  splendid  basket  by  the  time  your 
appetite  warns  you  that  it  is  luncheon  hour. 
Havang  finished  your  lunch,  once  more  start  with 
your  rod  and  line,  and  fish  steadily  on  till  four  or 
five  o'clock.  By  this  time  you  will  have  travelled 
about  five  miles  up  the  water,  and  it  will  then  be 
time  to  return  home.  Having  taken  off  your  May 
Fly,  and  put  on  an  artificial  fly  cast,  you  may  now 
start  and  fish  down  the  water.  Although  you  may 
not  get  such  large  fish,  you  will  likely  have  some 
splendid  sport,  if  the  trout  rise  freely  to  the  fly. 
About  eight  o'clock  you  will  have  arrived  at  the 
place  from  which  you  started  in  the  morning,  now 
tired  out  and  hungry,  but  with  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  you  have  got  a  splendid  basket  of 
fine  trout  and  as  you  walk  homewards  you  feel  that 
there  is  nothing  more  delightful  than  a  day's  fishing, 
and  long  for  the  time  when  you  may  get  another 
day's  sport,  such  as  you  have  just  had." 


Mr.  Gilbert  Shorter,  the  successor  to  Clifford 
Harrison  on  the  platform,  will  give  a  series  of  grand 
elocutionary  and  musical  recitals  at  Steinway  Hall, 
on  June  16,  at  3  p.m. 


"  The  Mick  "  who  asked  whether  the  man  \i\  ed 
there  that  was  dead  has  discovered  that  he  has 
moved  from  where  he  lives  now. 


What  is  the  difference  between  an  angler  and  a 
dunce  ?  One  baits  his  hooks,  the  other  hates  his 
books. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  the  Gresham,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Thonger  will  give  an  exhibition  of  "  wet  " 
flies.  In  his  hands  the  subject  will  not  be  "  dry." 

*  *  *  *  * 

At  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials,  on  June  12, 
there  will  be  an  interesting  discussion  on  "  Prospects 
as  regards  Sport  during  the  Forthcoming  Season." 

*  *  «  *  4i 

On  Wednesday  evening.  June  13,  the  subject  of 
discvission  with  the  members  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  will  be  "  The  Result  of  Whitsuntide 
Fishing."  j 

-    *  »  *  *  * 

On  Saturday,  June  16,  those  who  prefer  roach, 
dace,  and  other  so-called  "  coarse  "  fish  to  trout  or 
salmon  may  fish  for  them  to  their  hearts'  content 
without  let  or  hindrance  for  the  next  nine  months — 
that  is  to  say,  they  may  "have  in  their  possession" 
all  they  can  catch,  subject  to  certain  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  set  forth  in  the  Mundella  Act.  Those  who 
prefer  them  "  bottled  "  may  obtain  them  on  Satur- 
day, June  16,  and  no  questions  asked.  Don't  try 
and  purchase  them  on  Friday  (unless  at  Edinburgh), 
as  on  that  day  all  coarse  fish  will,  be  out  of  season. 
***** 

Of  course  there  has  been  a  general  overhauling  of 
tackle  ;  new  rods  for  old,  new  lines,  new  hooks — no 
risking  heavy  fish  on  Veak  taelde.  The  worms  are 
being  indulged  in  milk  and  honey,  just  to  make  them 
look  smart  and  feel  glad  that,  at  last,  their  holidaj' 
has  begun.  Also  the  fine,  fat,  luscious  gentles,  or,  as 
some  anglers  call  them,  "  maggots."  (When  they 
droppeth  as  the  gentles  do  from  your  basket  on  to 
the  heads  of  your  fellov.'  railway  traveller  they  are 
called — well,  all  sorts  of  names.) 

*  *  *  *  * 
Then  there  are  other  baits  to  be  thought  about — 

King's  Natural,  which  should  alwavs  be  kept  in 
store.  Pastes  of  all  sorts — white,  yellow,  and  red — 
not  forgetting  wasp  grub,  caddis,  and  pearl  barley. 
But  one  bait  that  I  intend  to  put  into  use  on  my 
first  outing  of  the  season  is 

Stewed  (or  Creed)  Wheat. 
"  Old  Stagers  "  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  some 
of  the  heaviest  bags  of  specimen  fish  are  taken  with 
just  one  leetle  grain  of  wheat.  But  that  wheat  must 
be  new  and  white.  In  default  of  being  able  to  tell  my 
brother  anglers  where  to  get  the  fish,  I'll  tell  them 
whore  to  get  the  bait — the  very  best  I  have  ever  seen. 
It  is  called  "  Esco  WTiefit,"  and  may  be  obtained  at 
Albion  Granaries.  Holland-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 
Price  (post  free)  one  shilling  per  bag.  For  further 
particulars  see  advertisement,  on  p.  415,  and  if  j'ou 
prepare  it  properly  you  should  catch  fish  ;  if  you  do 
not,  don't  blame  Dragnet. 
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Tkc  Smoke  tkat  Satisfies. 

"L  extravaganca  tie  la  perfection, ' ' 

T®irt©ise=slhiell 


MilJ.  5J.  per  oz. 

turn.  5a.  per  o 
Pot>ular,  4|^<1.  per  o%. 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Braneli  of  tk«  Imt>eri»l  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Bntain  anJ 
Ireland)  Ltd..  Ijxwieli. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

STEEL  BOATS 


And  Pants.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stiungei ,  »iiu  muj  e  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK, 

Kew  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Kods,  from  H  ozs.  and  upwards. 
Introduced  by  the  ttrm  this  year. 

The  Angler jwhoJia^JiC^^ 

Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Taekle  post  free  on  application 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 


Ouf  Special 


"Northumbrian 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/-  ;  lift.,  22/-  ;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/-  ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  18ft.,  50/- 

Ouf  Motet/ 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

WADERS,  ^SrTTOCKINCS  AND  TRDUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market, 

Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout  and  Loch 
Piles  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Bend  for  our  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 

Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  A7lVIURWNr""Tsir"""' 

8  &  10,  Grainger  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


High  Class  Rods.  Flies  andTackle 

ARE  THE  Best  and  TriEREFORE  THE 

Cheapest  inthe  end' 


ONLY 
ADDRESS 


Telegrams:  "REELS.  NEWARK. 


Telephone  Ko.  IIXI. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACMB  WORKS, 

N  e3Hr£i.x»k-  on- Trent. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3i-inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 


Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &c.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTBATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 

Agencies  in  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 
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A  GEM  OF  A  EAZOE. 


Messrs.  R.  Hovenden  and  Sons,  the  well-known 
manufacturing  perfumers  and  hairdressers'  sun- 
driesmen,  of  85  to  95,  City-road,  London,  sent  us 
some  weeks  ago  one  of  their  new  "  Gillette 
shavers."  It  is  far  and  away  the  simplest  and 
best  safety  razor  we  have  ever  seen,  and  can  be 
recommended  even  to  those  who  have  no  trouble 
in  using  the  ordinary  razor.  The  beauty  of  it  is 
its  simplicity.  The  illustration  shows  one  of  the 
little  two-edged  blades,  a  flat  bit  of  specially- 
prepared  steel,  thinner  than  a  rose-leaf,  with  three 
holes  in  it.  You  unscrew  the  protector  from  the 
holder,  slip  on  a  blade,  and  the  action  of  screwing 


i 

; 

■  1 

The  Gillette  Eazoe  Holdeb  with  Bladh 
IN  Place. 

up  makes  the  blade  take  a  curve.  As  each  blade 
costs  only  about  twopence,  and  lasts  on  an  average 
for  twenty-five  shaves,  it  will  be  seen  that  anyone 
who  pays  to  get  shaved  will  make  quite  a  lot  of 
money  if  he  uses  one  of  these  Gillette  razors, 
twopence  instead  of  six  shillings,  besides  all  the 
time  saved.  The  parts  of  this  razor  cannot  be 
put  together  wrongly,  and  the  simple  instructions 
given  can  be  foUlowed  by  the  youngest  as  well  as 
by  the  oldest  of  shavers.  We  can  advise  our 
readers  to  get  their  hairdresser  to  show  them  this 
admirable  little  invention,  which  will  be  a  perfect 
boon  to  travellers  as  well  as  all  who  want  an  easy 
shave. 


pFovliieial  fliiglliig  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  splendid  weather  for  the 
holidays,  and  our  members  have  been  out  in  all 
directions.  The  Severn,  Teme,  and  the  Blythe 
have  been  fished  with  good  results.  On  the  former 
river  the  best  fish  have  been  taken  above  Hampton 
Lode  and  in  the  Bridgnorth  district.  A  number  of 
the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Fly  Fishing  Club 
have  been  to  the  Blythe  at  Hampstill  Redware. 
The  river  has  been  fished  up  and  down  from  this 
centre,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  taken. 
The  Stone  Fly  has  been  responsible  for 
some  of  the  largest  fish.  The  same  fly  has 
also  been  successfully  used  on  the  Severn. 
The  May  Fly  has  been  noticed  on  several  of  our 
waters,  and  with  the  present  warm  weather  the 
rise  should  be  general.  A  large  number  of  our 
Midland  fly-fishers  have  been  to  Wales  for  their 
holidays  and  have  done  fairly  well.  Good  numbers 
of  fish  have  been  taken,  but  they  have  run  small. 


The  best  sport  that  has  been  had  in  the  Midlands 
has  been  on  the  Whitacre  Reservoir,  the  best  fish 
being  one  of  over  5^1b.,  and  the  next  largest  being 
over  4  Jlb.,  the  latter  fish  was  taken  with  the  Stone 
Fly,  and  when  opened  a  perch  of  3oz.  weight  was 
found  partly  digested  ;  sport  on  the  water  has 
been  good,  all  the  subscribers  having  done  well. 
A  number  of  private  waters  have  been  fished  with 
good  results.  Coarse  fishermen  have  been  out  eel 
fishing,  and  are  looking  forward  to  June  1 6  ;  there 
is  every  prospect  of  the  coming  season  being  a  good 
one.  Good  reports  are  to  hand  from  the  Avon, 
which  will  be  again  the  chief  river  for  the  majority 
of  contests  to  be  decided  on.  We  have  near  upon 
150  clubs  connected  with  the  B.D.U.A.A.,  and  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  two  more  new 
clubs  will  become  affiliated.  Mr.  J.  Trevor,  of  the 
Ring  of  Bells  Inn,  Hampton  in  Arden,  has  a 
portion  of  the  Blythe  running  at  the  bottom 
of  his  meadows,  the  water  contains  trout 
and  coarse  fish,  and  as  the  water  is  only  ten  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  city  it  should  receive  the 
attention  of  those  anglers  who  cannot  spare  the 
time  to  go  long  distances  for  their  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  now  having  splendid  weather  in  this 
district,  in  fact,  with  the  exception  of  Monday,  it 
has  been  very  favourable  for  anglers,  but  on  that 
day  a  strong  cold  north-easterly  wind  prevailed, 
causing  the  fish  to  be  very  shy  and  the  sport 
very  poor  in  most  quarters,  and  at  the  matches 
a  fish  was  a  prize  in  most  cases.  The 
River  Hull  Angling  Association  opened  their 
season  on  the  river  at  Wilfholme,  just  below  the 
ferry,  but  had  very  poor  sport  indeed,  the  water 
being  very  clear.  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  secured 
the  first  prize  with  only  9}oz.,  and  Mr.  H.  Fielding 
the  second  with  about  Jib.  A  few  nice 
trout  of  fair  size  have  been  picked  up  here  and 
there  on  the  Driffield  Canal  and  Frodingham  Beck, 
the  waters  being  in  nice  trim  for  either  fly  or 
minnow  ;  but  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull 
would  be  all  the  better  for  a  few  showers  of  rain. 
Worm  fishing  in  the  lower  waters  at  Hull  Bridge, 
Figham,  Wawne,  and  Dunswell  is  greatly  improving 
amongst  flounders  and  eels,  and  a  few  heavy 
trout  are  on  the  move  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
with  more  settled  and  warmer  weather,  sport 
should  greatly  improve  in  most  quarters.  Some 
nice  trout  were  taken  last  week-end  on  the  Lincoln- 
shire waters,  both  the  Bain,  Rase,  'and  Freshney 
being  reported  in  fine  trim,  and  fi-ih  well  on  the 
rise.  The  Hull  County  Angling  Association  are 
fishing  a  match  to-day  (June  9)  at  Hedon  on  the 
Burstwick  Drain. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  has  slackened  off  in  the  streams  since  the 
floods  of  last  week.  Day  fishing  is  now  a  long  way 
from  the  lower  reaches  of  the  larger  streams,  and, 
with  lower  waters,  evening  and  night  fishing  will 
be  coming  on  to  their  best  on  these  lengths.  The 
smaller  streams  and  the  higher  reaches  of  the  larger 
ones  are  yet  available  for  day  fishing,  but  the 
hay-grass  is  now  at  a  good,  height,  and  has 
to  be  avoided.  A  few  sea  fish  have  made 
their  way  up  the  streams  in  the  heavy 
water  of  the  preceding  week.  I  saw  a  good  grilse 
and  a  couple  of  heavy  sea-trout  on  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Kent  on  Monday  last,  but  so  far  nothing  has 
come  to  the  rod.  The  May  Fly  is  very  slow  in 
making  its  appearance  on  Windermere  in  any 
quantity.  I  was  on  the  lake  on  June  6,  and  some 
forty  or  fifty  flies  were  all  that  I  saw.  I  think 
next  week  should  see  this  fishing  at  its  best.  A 
trout  of  5^-lb.  has  been  taken  by  trolling,  but  it  was 
in  very  poor  condition. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  in  good  order,  and  the  weather 
splendid.  A  few  May  Flies  to  be  seen,  but  not  in 
the  average  quantities.  The  busy  scenes  at  the 
railway  stations  in  Bolton  were  quite  up  to  the 
average,  and  evidently  the  anglers  in  that  town  are 
keeping  up  their  love  for  Whit  week.  County  rods 
writing  home  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales  do 
speak  of  glorious  weather,  but  not  good  sport. 
Our  Lancashire  rivers  are  not  yet  in  the  best  trim ; 
no  great  quantity  of  flies  yet  to  be  seen. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

This  city  is  practically  deserted  by  anglers,  who 
are  scattered  in  every  direction.  At  the  railway 
stations  the  quantity  of  fishing  tackle  to  be  teen 
exceeded  expectations  after  the  miserable  weather 
of  the  past  few  weeks.  At  least  thirty  rods  paid 
Ireland  a  visit,  and  on  the  trip  across  did  a  lot  of 
"ground-baiting."  Another  party  are  away  at 
Lockerbie,  and  doing  well.  At  both  places  coarse 
fish  are  plentiful,  and  scorned  by  all,  so  that  any- 
one who  cares  to  go  and  assist  in  the  general 
massacre  is  very  welcome. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  a  delightful  change  in  the  weather, 
which  since  June  4  has  been  very  much  warmer, 
with  plenty  of  sunshine  to  gladden  the  hearts  of 
intending  votaries.  The  Trent  has  undergone 
several  slight  changes,  finally  settling  down  in 
low  and  clear  condition.  Sundry  trout  are  re- 
ported to  have  again  been  caught  in  the  Fis- 
kerton  district,  in  close  proximity  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Greet,  on  which  the  May  Fly  has  been  up. 
The  rise,  however,  was  not  a  very  strong  one.  A 
few  brace  of  nice  fish  have  been  creeled  on  Mr.  H. 
Benson's  section  above  Rolleston  Mill,  and  sport 
appears  to  have  been  enjoyed  on  some  of  the  lower 
parts  of  the  other  local  tributary,  the  Dover 
Beck.  Fish  have  also  been  met  with  on  the 
Smite,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Colston  Bas- 
sett.  Doings  have  been  quiet  on  the  main 
river  at  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge,  and  few 
visitors  seem  to  have  patronised  Averham  weirs. 
Barbel  and  chub  are  now  located  on  the  breeding 
grounds,  and  the  ordinary  season  is  certain  to  be 
later  than  usual.  For  my  own  part,  I  never  go  in 
for  barbelling  until  August  is  well  advanced,  and 
this  summer  I  intend  to  rely  more  on  greaves,  as  a 
bait,  than  the  worm.  Worming  of  late  years  has 
not  been  attended  with  the  most  happy  results. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  last  we  have  some  bright  summer  weather; 
nothing  could  be  better  for  the  holidays.  Numerous 
rods  have  been  out,  but  although  the  rivers  and 
brooks  are  in  capital  condition,  sport  has  not  been 
very  brisk.  On  some  streams  the  Green  and  Grey 
Drakes  are  out  strong,  and  on  others  the  fish  are 
gorged  with  the  caddis  grub ;  and  until  the  evening 
but  few  are  seen  rising,  and  most  of  the  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  caddis  grub  and  the  maggot.  Many 
of  our  club  anglers  were  on  their  special  water,  but 
most  of  them  returned  with  light  creels.  Messrs. 
M.  Jones  had  three  and  a-half  brace  fine  fish  ;  Mr. 
H.  Stokes,  three  and  a-half  brace ;  Messrs.  R. 
Wingfield  and  W.  Thrift  had  a  nice  catch  each; 
Mr.  Arnold  Cooper,  six  brace;  Mr.  M.  Perks  five 
brace ;  and  Mr.  Harold  Baylis  a  fine  bull-trout, 
21b.,  caught  with  a  lobworm  in  the  Severn; 
the  above  are  the  best  catches  reported.  The 
twaite  have  arrived  in  the  Lower  Teme,  and  at 
Diglis  Weir  in  the  Severn,  but  not  many  have 
been  taken,  and  the  season  will  be  short. 
Salmon  fishing  has  improved  during  the  past  week, 
and  there  have  been  a  nice  show  at  the  fishmongers. 
Jenkins'  net  had  three  fish,  291b.,  18ilb.,  and  131b., 
one  day,  the  larger  fish  similar  to  one  caught 
a  short  time  ago,  small  in  the  head,  short  in 
length  and  very  deep  in  the  body,  and  peculiar 
in  markings,  being  mottled  all  over,  quite 
different  to  the  ordinary  Severn  salmon,  quite  an 
attraction  to  many  observers.  Eel  fishing  in  the 
Severn  has  afforded  fine  sport  to  many,  Mrs.  Baylis 
and  party  fishing  by  moonlight  caught  a  fine  lot, 
using  lobworms  for  bait,  some  of  them  far  above 
the  usual. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  sultry  and  bright, 
and  sport  has  declined.  On  the  Monster  and 
Connaught  lakes,  however,  some  good  sport  was 
occasionally  had  at  salmon  in  the  late  evenings. 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  been  good  in  all  places 
during  the  favourable  spells  in  the  weather.  Sea- 
trout  do  not  appear  to  have  furnished  much  sport 
anywhere.  Sea  angling  is  now  in  full  swing  in 
Cork,  Kerry,  and  parts  of  Galway  and  Donegal, 
and  good  sport  has  been  the  rule  as  far  as  pollack 
are  concerned,  but  nothing  worth  mentioning  has 
been  done  among  other  fish. 

North  op  Ireland. 
The  present  spell  of  warm  weather  will  bring  on 
night  fishing.  On  the  Erne,  Bann,  Maine,  the  best 
fish  are  killed  in  the  small  hours.  The  Green 
Drake  is  on  the  Erne.  The  river  is  toning  down 
into  good  order,  and  evening  and  night  fishing  is  in 
full  swing.  Salmon  fishing,  too,  is  improved,  and 
more  fresh  run  fish  are  coming  up  the  river. 
The  Maine  is  in  fair  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  run 
of  salmon  for  so  far  has  been  smaller  than  usual, 
and  this  is  attributed  to  the  success  of  the  nets  at 
the  Maine  Foot,  where  the  river  enters  Lough 
Neagh.  On  Whit  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Topping  killed 
nine  trout,  and  Mr.  R.  M'Comb  killed  eleven.  A 
professional,  the  same  morning,  creeled  seventeen 
trout,  nine  of  which  weighed  91b. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams,  of  the  Anglo-French 
Piscatorials,  spent  another  \\  eek-end  at  Newhaven. 
On  Stmday  their  catch  was  over  400  dabs  ;  on 
Monday,  801b.  of  dabs  and  weevers  :  and  on  Tues- 
day, 75lb.  of  pouting,  some  up  to  21b.  each.  
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gloics  from  l^c  Slori^. 

The  salmon  now  being  got  on  the  Kincardine, 
Dess,  and  AbojTie  sections  of  the  Dee  have  been  in 
the  "  sweet  "  waters  for  some  considerable  time. 

The  thick  of  the  early  spring  migration  is  little 
more  than  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  inland  ;  they 
are  now  on  the  move,  and  affording  some  grand 
sport  on  the  Glentana  and  Ballater  waters. 

Grilse  are  making  a  fine  show  both  as  regards 
quantitv  and  quality,  and  will  be  fished  for  regularly 
as  the  s'ummer  creeps  on.  They  are  very  susceptible 
to  the  earthworm  fresh  from  the  sea.  and  the 
keepers  at  the  mouth  of  the  Feugh  think  nothmg 
of  a  dozen  or  so  to  the  worm  on  a  Monday  mornmg. 

Some  thirtv-one  salmon  were  creeled  on  the 
Aboyne  Dee  waters  last  week,  Mr.  Hardie  and  Major 
Warner  ha\'ing  the  honours  between  them.  Red 
fish  were  predominant,  but  excellent  sport  for  all 
that. 

\n  angler  on  the  Trout  Angling  Association's 
Don  water  had  a  fine  fish  of  SJlb.  on  May  30  to  the 
fly.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Aberdeen,  on  the  same  water,  had 
twenty-five  fine  trout — mostly  to  the  worm. 

Mr.  Finch,  Alford,  and  Mr.  Fairley,  Glasgow,  are 
ha\-ing  some  good  sport  on  the  Kintore  private  water 
now,  but  hitherto  sport  has  been  of  the  poorest, 
owing  to  the  low  temperature  and  adverse  conditions 
generally. 

Colonel  Piatt,  C.B.,  Gruinards,  Ardgay,  Ross, 
has  constructed  two  acres  of  an  artificial  lake  within 
easv  distance  of  the  mansion,  and  has  just  stocked  it 
with  a  mixed  lot  of  Loch  Leven,  rainbow,  and  steel- 
head  trout.  As  they  are  all  three-year-olds,  he  hopes 
to  have  some  sport  in  the  early  autumn. 

Mr.  Gibbons  has  now  taken  the  home  beat  of  the 
Beauly,  and  had  ten  salmon  and  one  grUse  last  week 
— heaviest  weight,  ISJlb. 

j  A  large  female  otter,  weighing  •121b.,  was  trapped 
i  «n  the  Beauly  last  week  by  one  of  the  local  keepers. 

I      The  month  of  June  promises  to  be  the  best  angling 
;  month  for  brown  trout,  grilse,  and  even  salmon  that 
'  we  have  seen  for  years.    T'he  side  streams  are  all 
•  -Iding  well  ;    the  main  streams  were  never  m 
ter  trim. 


The  best  ticket  (daily,  etc.)  waters  in  the  North, 
-  K-h  as  the  Findhorn,  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  the  free 
ters  of  the  Lossie  Spey,  are  now  begirming  to  yield 
M,e  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  on  their  estuary  and 
tidal  reaches.  Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  AXGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  May  30,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers 
took  the  business  chair.  Reports  from  stations 
disposed  of,  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who  is  tarpon  fishing  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  of  America.  Inter  alia,  he  had 
taken  seventeen  fish  in  eleven  days,  including  five 
big  tarpon— 1401b.,  ilTilb.,  1101b.,  1081b.,  and  1081b. 
— one  of  which  he  would  have  mounted  and  placed 
on  exhibition  in  the  society's  rooms.  Letters  were 
also  read  from  the  following  newly-elected  hon. 
members,  expressing  their  pleased  concurrence  : 
Mr.  Alexander  Meek,  of  Armstrong  College,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne ;  Professor  W.  A.  Herdman,  of 
the  Western  Sea  Fishery  Board  ;  and  the  new 
Norwegian  Ambassador  to  our  King  —  Fridtjof 
Nansen,  of  Arctic  fame.  These  additions  to  the 
society's  roll  of  eminent  scientists  gave  great  satis- 
faction to  the  members  present.  Mr.  Boyton,  who 
hsul  been  fishing  at  Folkestone,  reported  that  the 
Tna<5kerel  was  there  in  plenty,  and  that  the  liners 
were  taking  good  turbot  and  tub  gurnard.  Mr. 
Walter  had  taken  141b.  to  15lb.  flounders  and  plaice 
at  Southend — one  flounder  up  to  l}lb.,  a  photo- 
graph of  which  was  handed  round.  Mr.  Nickels,  at 
Brighton,  too  rough  for  the  boats,  but  took  from 
the  pier  a  garfish  2ft.  4in.  long,  lib.  14o7,.,  the  roe  of 
which,  largely  developed,  he  had  put  into  formaline, 
and  added  to  the  society's  museum. 

The  Chairman  then  vacated  the  chair,  and  was 
replaced  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Jlinchin,  who  called  upon 
Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  to  read  his  paper  upon 
"  Sea-fishing  Competitions." 

Alluding  to  the  great  increase  in  their  number 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  to  the  frequency  of  his 
attendance  as  a  competitor,  he  pointed  out  as  the 
result  of  observation  that  many  things  yet  required 
consideration  and  mljustment  before  these  func- 
tions could  be  considered  to  occupy  a  satisfactory 


position.  His  object  was  to  open  a  discussion  that 
these  needful  improvements  might  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  properly  discussed. 

Firstly,  and  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  comfort 
of  the  large  body  of  anglers  attending  these  com- 
petitions, lie  thought  that  they  should  be  hold 
earlier  in  the  season,  at  a  period  when  the  seaside 
resort  was  in  full  swing,  the  days  fine  and  long,  the 
weather  warm.  After  weighing  in  tliore  would 
remain  the  long  evening  to  view  the  country  round, 
or  to  take  part  in  the  amusements  of  the  place,  and 
spend  more  money,  to  the  benefit  of  the  tradesmen 
of  the  town.  Of  course  he  knew  that  in  the  months 
he  recommended  —  say,  the  end  of  August  to  the 
middle  or  beginning  of  October — they  could  not 
expect  to  get  such  numbers  of  fish,  and  that  the 
whiting  and  the  cod  would  not  have  put  in  their 
appearance,  but  he  was  not  of  opinion  that  the  big 
bag  mattered  much.  The  fewer  the  fish  to  be 
caught  the  greater  the  skill  needed  and  the  keener 
the  competition  to  catch  them.  There  were  plenty 
of  good  pouting.  Why  was  this  fish  tabooed  ? 
They  run  to  '21b.  and  over.  Then  bass,  mullet,  and 
flatfish  were  plentiful  enough.  He  trusted  the 
new  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers  wovild  use 
their  influence  in  securing  this  improvement. 

Then  there  was  room  for  great  improvement  and 
more  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  judges  and 
stewards  where  great  slackness  prevailed.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  no  judge  or  steward  should  compete, 
at  any  rate  on  the  day  he  was  acting  as  such,  and 
that  the  members  of  the  local  club  should  be  content 
mainly  to  engmeer  the  competition.  Boats,  again, 
should  be  strictly  drawn  for  by  every  competitor, 
and  not  left  to  individual  selection.  It  was  true 
that  this  society  had  always  left  members  to  secure 
their  own  boats",  and  on  the  whole  it  had  worked  well, 
but  as  the  modern  festival  now  so  common  at  our 
seaside  pleasure  resorts  almost  invariably  specified 
that  boats  should  be  drawn  for,  he  contended  that 
the  rule  should  be  strictly  enforced.  Boatmen  in 
the  same  way;  and  the  competitors  occupying  them 
— there  should  be  no  individual  choice.  It  had 
been  in  many  such  competitions  found  to  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  accuracy  of  the  record  of  the 
takes  every  competitor  should  have  a  bag,  to  he 
secured  by  the  judge  on  landing  with  a  label, 
specifying  the  number  of  fish  contained,  to  be 
opened  only  by  the  clerk  of  the  scales.  Of  course, 
no  true  angler  would  think  of  any  falsification,  but 
great  care  was  necessary  to  prevent  complaint  on 
this  score.  Pier  competitors,  again,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  shift  station  at  all,  for  similar  reasons. 
Of  course,  strict  obedience  to  rules  was  imperative, 
and  when  deserved  disqualification  should  follow 
promptly.  He  was  of  opinion  that  in  case  of  un- 
foreseen impediments  five  minutes'  grace  might  be 
allowed  for  time  of  landing,  but  it  was  surely  bad 
policy  to  run  risks  by  fishing  to  the  last  moment. 

Concluding  his  remarks,  Mr.  Nickels  urged  the 
members  to  tackle  the  subject  in  an  outspoken 
manner,  recrardless  of  consequences. 

And,  as  requested,  they  very  quickly  did  so,  and 
it  was  soon  e\'ident  that  in  the  ^'ie^v  of  the  members 
competitions  didn't  spell  festivals,  that  the  society 
was  not  a  municipal  body,  and  that  while  glad  that 
the  association  of  the  sport  with  a  place  of  holiday 
resort,  such  as  Deal,  had  taken  a  ^'e^y  larg3  sum  of 
money  there  and  benefited  the  tradesmen  of  tlie 
place  and  others  very  conf^iderablv,  it  was  not  meet 
that  the  sport  of  sea-angling  should  be  harnessed  to 
the  trading  and  advertising  ente  prise  of  our  seaside 
pleasure  places — often  very  unsuitable  places  for 
sea-fishing.  It  was  urged  that  the  best  time  from 
the  sportsmen's  view  was  that  when  the  fish  had 
arrived  and  the  visitors  had  departed,  and  tliat  the 
sacrifice  of  the  sport  to  personal  comfort  might 
indeed  bo  carried  too  far. 

For  ladies,  no  doubt,  the  cold,  wet,  and  wind  of  the 
later  months  was  a.  disadvantage,  but  had  not  been 
found -to  daunt  them,  and  the  society  numbered 
amongst  its  members  ladies  who  fearlessly  rnet  the 
discomfort  in  true  sportsmanlike  style.  What  it 
might  be  necessary  to  do  in  the  mixed  festival  com- 
petitions as  to  choice  of  boats  did  not  concern 
members  much.  They  had  been  able  to  avoid 
serious  difficulty  without  massing  the  individual 
into  a  concrete  whole.  The  strnigent  conditions 
needful  for  these  mixed  festival  competitions  re.ally 
narrowed  down  the  skill  required  to  that  of  pulling 
the  fish  into  the  boat.  Skill  in  choice  of  ground,  of 
boat,  of  man,  and  of  companion,  all  important 
elements  of  the  sport,  were  ruled  out,  and  the  sport 
as  sport  spoiled.  Much  regret  v/as  expressed  that 
the  value  of  the  prizes  should  have  so  increased.  It 
was  urged  that  the  curse  pot-hunting  must  necessarily 
ensue.  Sea-angling  was  certainly  a  sport  that 
needed  no  such  encouragement  ;  it  involved  no 
appreciable  investment  of  capital,  and  expenses 
were  exceedingly  moderate.  Again,  the  provision 
of  prizes  in  kind,  such  as  whisky,  soap,  and  shirts 
by  a  celebrated  maker,  could  only  result  in  attracting 
the  rabble,  and  they  won't  behave.  Again,  the 
giving  of  prizes  simply  designed  to  advertise  certain 


wares,  often  unconnected  entirely  with  the  sport, 
and  even  the  pushing  forward  the  names  of  tackle 
makers  and  others  connected  with  the  sport,  was 
likely  very  seriously  to  affect  its  popularity  and 
destroy  its  usefulness.  It  was  feared  that  sea- 
angling  could  not  claim  entire  exemption  from 
attack  by  the  diseases  that  were  repidly  eating  up 
the  older  forms  of  sport  ;  but  it  was  felt  that  to 
ward  off  these  attacks,  to  minimise  and  delay  them, 
was  the  duty  of  every  sea-angler. 

The  Chairman  justified  the  course  the  committee 
had  consistently  taken  for  years  in  the  matter  of 
competitions.  Tho  annual  one  at  Deal  was  founded 
at  tho  very  commencement  by  a  generous  gift  of  a 
challenge  cup  by  the  Corporation.  It  had  been 
very  carefully  conducted  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
the  prizes  strictly  confined  to  medals  of  low  intrinsic 
value,  and  they  had  been  very  much  appreciated. 

The  true  competitions,  ho  pointed  out,  were  of 
the  character  of  the  Specimen  Fish  Competition  in 
British  Waters,  extending  over  tho  whole  year; 
the  Committee  Cup  for  sporting  fish  of  a  limited 
number  of  species  confined  each  year  to  a  different 
section  of  the  British  coast  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  fishing  season.  These  were  certain  to  en 
courage  true  sport,  while  coupled  with  honour- 
able prizes  of  small  intrinsic  value  to  keep  it  pure. 
And  he  pledged  the  society  to  this  course  of  pro- 
cedure so  long  as  he  remained  connected  with  it. 

As  regarded  the  festivals,  they  rested  upon  a 
slightly  different  foundation,  but  he  trusted  that 
the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers  would  be  found 
equal  to  the  duty  of  preserving  the  purity  and 
nobleness  of  the  sport.  H.  P. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 


COME  TO  ERIX. 


THE  MIDLAND  ROUTE  TO  IRELAND. 


That  the  Northern  Coast  of  Ireland  deserves  to 
be  better  patronised  than  it  is  by  the  English  tourist 
there  can  exist  no  manner  of  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  have  once  journeyed  over  the  delightful 
roads  and  by-ways  which  hug  the  rocky  shores 
between  Portrush  and  Lame.  Few  spots  in  the 
kingdom  can  boast  such  varied  scenes.  The  winding 
coast  line  with  its  series  of  serpentine  bays  opens 
up  to  the  traveller  a  continually  changing  panorama 
of  exceptional  grandeur  and  beauty.  At  every  turn 
the  eye  is  greeted  by  some  fresh  scene  ;  here  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  abbey,  there  a  majestic  headlarid 
stretching  out  to  meet  the  sea.  And  beyond,  in 
the  peaceful  valley  of  the  bay,  there  lie  the  well- 
tilled  farms  and  picturesque  cabins  of  the  peasant 
workers.  It  has  been  said  the  popularity  of  our 
sister  countrj?  as  a  holiday  resort  suffers  from  its 
having  had  no  modern  novelist  to  sing  its  praises, 
no  Hall  Caine  or  Thomas  Hardy  to  localise  his  tales 
amid  its  wild  mountain  scenery  and  romantic  caves, 
its  ruined  castles  and  abbeys,  its  raths  or  forts  of 
antiquity.  Be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is  that  the 
grand  and  beautiful  coast  of  Ireland — and  we  speak 
particularly  of  the  Northern  Coast — is  familiar  to 
comparatively  few  of  our  countrymen. 

An  Attractive  Tour. 
But  the  Midland  Railway  Company  is  doing  much 
to  encourage  English  visitors  to  the  Emerald  Isle. 
Since  the  opening  of  Heysham  Harbour  and  a  line 
of  twenty-knot  turbine  and  twin-screw  steamers  was 
started  from  that  port,  passenger  traffic  between 
London  and  Belfast  has  been  greatly  facilitated, 
and  it  is  now  possible  to  set  foot  on  Irish  soil  within 
twelve  hours  of  leaving  St.  Pancras.  With  the 
acquisition  by  the  company  of  the  Belfast  and 
Northern  Counties  Railway,  two  and  a  half  years 
ago,  this  link  between  the  two  coimtries  has  been 
further  strengthened  and  improved.  Lame.  Car- 
rickfergus,  Antrim,  Ballymena,  Coleraine,  Portrush. 
Londonderry,  and  many  other  places  are  to  be 
reached  by  travelling  on  the  Midland's  own  system 
throughout  the  way.  Portrush,  an  hour  and  a  half's 
run  from  Belfast,  claims  to  be  the  finest  seaside  resort 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  It  stands  on  a  peninsula, 
and  commands  magnificent  views  of  the  sea  north, 
east,  and  west.  There  is  plenty  of  accommodation 
for  holiday-makers  to  be  obtained  in  the  town,  which 
is  a  good  starting  point  for  trips  round  the  coast.  An 
excellent  hotel,  known  as  the  Northern  Counties 
Hotel,  which  has  just  been  enlarged,  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  having  been  spent  in  modern  improve- 
ments, is  uiider  the  management  of  the  Northern 
Coimties  Committee  of  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  finest  golf  links  ui  Ireland  are  close  at 
hand.  From  Portrush  the  famous  Giant's  Cause- 
way and  the  ruins  of  Dunluce  Castle  may  easily  be 
reached  by  means  of  an  electric  tramway  wluch  runs 
for  some  eight  miles  along  the  coast.  The  project 
of  Mr.  William  A.  Traill,  under  whose  direction  it 
was  constmcted  and  opened  in  1883,  this  curious 
tramway  is  in  all  probability  the  pioneer  of  the 
electric  tramways  of  to-day.    Coach  and  motor  trips 
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NESBITT  ARMS  HOTEL 

Ardava^  Co.  Donegal. 

Finest  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in 
North  of  Ireland,  which  includes  up- 
wards of  16  lakes,  with  boats,  and  four 
rivers  free,  with  two  larger  salmon  rivers, 
for  one  of  which  a  charge  of  5s.  per  day 
per  rod  is  made.  The  Hotel's  situation 
in  the  heart  of  the  Donegal  Highlands 
makes  it  a  fine  centre  for  visiting  the 
most  interesting  parts,  some  of  which 
lie  in  close  proximity.  Golf  Links  and 
Sea  Bathing  convenient.  Billiards. 
Terms  moderate. — Apply 

NEIL  McNELIS. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TEOIIT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  lounh')— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
niannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  i)er  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  iuchides  boatmen's  hincheou.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  l)oat  or  men. — Apply  to  tlie 
I'roprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salnum  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coirse  Hah — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  )he  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile). 
Lough  Gur  (Ave  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Fkke.  Tariff 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  McCARTHV,  Proprietor. 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unettualled  for  its  excel- 
lent Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Maclcerel 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fisli 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  A.  RowELL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth ;  or 

Mr,  C.  J.  E.US8ELL, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARH  TIIIIOUIHI  TlIK 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Dfli.Miil  Cul.l,-,  Tuui  iBl  I'n.Krainiin-  i.„M  tn-.-  f.-  

DA  VIP  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd  .  719,  HopeSt.,  GLAH&W 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


BASSENTHWAITE  LAKE 

CUMBERLAND. 

YE  PHEASANT  HOTEL 

Well  Stocked  Waters,  4  miles  in  length, 
1  mile  in  hreadth.  Trdut,  Perch,  Pike, 
and  Salmon  Fishing.  Every  comfort 
and  accommodation. —  Write  for  illus- 
trated descriptive  booklet,  post  free. 

W.  W.  REA,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING.  . 

Large  Lake  and  River  Fishing  free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  Hotel.    Terms  very 
moderate.    Full  particulars  of  K.  Vinje. 
VINJE  HOTEL, 
VOSSESTRANDEN,  NORWAY. 
Four  hours'  rail  and  two  hours'  drive  from  Bergen. 

DONA  UESCHINGEN, 
BLACK  FOREST,  South  Germany. 

Residence  of  the  Prince  of  Furstenberg.  whose  Castle. 
Library.  Museum  and  Park  are  open  to  the  Public. 
Source  of  the  Danube.  Favourite  hunting-jrround  of  the 
(ierman  Emperor,    tiootl  fac^ilities  for  Trout  Fishing. 

HOTEL  AND  KURHAUS,  SCHUTZEN. 

First-class.   Euery  Comfort.    English  Sanitation. 

Prospectus  and  Uetails.  post  free,  from  J.  BUKY. 
Vroprielor.  Reference  in  Lontlon.  Mr.  C.  Levi  (Berlin 
Photo  (Jo  ).  133,  iNew  Bond  Street. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL, 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

E  xellent  Brown  I'rout  Sea  Tmiit,  and  Salmon 
>'iah  ng  Free  from  this  Hjlel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
lamous  for  Sea  I'rout.  Best  months,  May, 
June,  .July.  Gooil  health  resort,  with  nioimtaiu 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lair^,  theu'-e  motor  ear 
to  'J'oUKUe.— Apri'y  to  M.  M  AC  NNE.S. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Keasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.— Wire  or  vyrite, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLWEtL  FERRY,  HIJIITS. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  and  Brown 
Trout  Fishing.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured 
of  splendid  sport.  The  sporting  Hotel 
of  Shetland  ;  comfortable ;  good  cuisine  ; 
moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 

Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  Lonilon  first  train  Monday. 


SCHOENAU,  Black  Forest. 

Beautiful  Health  Besort.     Two  hours 
from  Basle. 

THE  SUN  HOTEL 


and  PARK  VILLA 


(3lack  Forest  House.) 

With  modern  comforts ;  in  splendid 
situation.     Vast  and  Romantic  Park. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  riSTTING  (many  parts 
of  the  Riv  rs  are  exclusively  reserved  for  Sport 
Fishing).    /  sk  for  Pros lectus. 


N  EWTONSTEWART, 

Co.  TYRONE. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

on  the  Mourne  and  Tributaries  (preserved 
waters).  —  For  terms  apply  to  Mrs. 
Marshall,  Abercorn  Hotel,  'Newton- 
stewart,  Ireland. 


ANGLING. 

McGIRR'S  HOTEL, 

Louisburgh,  Oo.  Mayo, 
Ireland, 

Exclusive  right  of  Fishing  on  Louisburgh 
River  secured  from  the  Marquis  of  Sligo. 

River  strictly  preserved. 
Season  commenced  1st  June.  Tourist 

Car  passes  daily. 
Terms  and  Hotel  Tariff  on  aijplication 
to  Proprietress—     MARY  McGIRR. 


WHICHFORD  MILL,  S-lIPSTO.lON-STOUR, 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

Old-fashioned  Furmlx'iisr-  (dated  17II).  Board-resitlence. 
30/-  weekly.  Tinut  l-'islung  (;igaiii  re-Htooktjtl  with 
'Farius"  and  "Kanihows  i,  -z/^  flaily.  or  lu/-  weekly. 
Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via  Banbury. 

Apply— K,  E.  Coofv. 
Some  Extra-^ts  ffom  Vtnitors  hook. 
Six  Ijrace  of  good  trout,  in  spite  of  cold  east  winds; 
water  much  heintv  t  hen  it  looks. " 

"Have  juat  fininhed  my  first,  but  not  last  visit  to 
Whichford  Mill." 

Mr.  aiul  myself  caught  eight  brace  of  trout  on 

Thursday  afternoon.  We  have  left  a  couple  of  two- 
poundorfl  in  tlu!  utreani  below." 

"Second  vi8it.  and  more  enjovab'e  even  than  the  firBt. 
Plenty  of  good  sport." 


ROYAL   ALBERT  HALL. 

ADELiNA  PATTI 

(Baroness  Cederstriim) 
MII.I,   MAKH  ITKR 

ONLY  APPEARANCE  DURING  THE  SEASON 

GRAND  MORNING  CONCERT 

AT  THE  AHOVH  HALL  o.N 

Thursday,  June  14-,  1906, 

(.'nM.MK.NCINIi  AT  TllUKK  (I'OI.ClCK. 
Vocalists  : 
Madame  ADELINA  PATTI, 
Miss  ADA  CROSSLEY.  Mr.  BEN  DAVIES 
and  Mr.  SANTLEY. 
Solo  Violin : 
VIVIENCHARTRES;theEn2lishChiUlViolinisl 
Salu  Piano:  Signer  FERRUCIO  BUSONI. 
Great  Organ :  Mp.  H.  C.  TONKING. 
Accompanists  : 
Mr.  WILHELM  GANZ  &  Mp.  F.  A.  SEWELL. 
Boxes,  i;2  2«.  to  C5  .'')».  ;  Stalls,  12*.  6d.  ;  Arena 
1(1.1.  6rf. ;  Baluoti.v,  Rows  1  to  :f,  7s.  ;  Row.s  4  to  8 
5<t.  ;  Unreserved  On  lK^stnv,  3«.  ;  Gallery,  2; 
Tickets  may  he  ohtaiiieci  at  the  Royal  Alhert 
Hall,  Kerisiii(,'lon,  and  of  the  usual  agents. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE. 

HANDEL  FESTIVAL. 

June  23,  26,  28  and  30,  1906. 

GRAND  REHEARSAL, 

Saturday,  dune  23,  12  noon. 
Admission  to  Palace,  2s.  6d.  till  6  p.m. 
Aladanu!  Alhani  and   Mi.ss  Ajfnes  Nicholls 
Madame  Clara  }iutt,  Mr.  Charles  .Saunders,  Mr 
Watkin  .Mills,  Mr.  Robert  Radford,  Ml-.  Ken- 
lerley  Rnmfco-d. 

THE  MESSIAH, 
Tuesday.  June  26,  2  p.m. 
Admission  to  I'alac  e,  7s.  6d.  till  6  p.m. 
Madame  Alhani.  Madame  Clam  Butt,  Mr.  Ben 

Dnvies,  Mr.  Santley. 
SELECTIONS,  "ISRAEL  in  EGYPT" 
and  Miscellaneous  Selections. 
Thursday,  dune  28,  2  p.m. 
.\dnii.ssion  to'Palace.  7s.  6d.  till  6ii.m. 
Miss  Aj;ncs  .Vicholls,  .Madame  Clara  Butt  and 
Madame  Kirkhy  lainn  hy  permission  of  Grand 
Opera  .Syndicate),  Mr.  Charles  Saunders,  Mr. 
Watkin  .Mills,  Mr.  Kennerlev  Rumford. 
JUDAS  MACCABEUS, 
Saturday,  dune  30,  2  p.m. 
Admission  to  Palace,  7s.  6d.  till  6  p.m. 
Miss  Agnes  Nicholls,  Jliss  Perceval  Allen, 
Madame  Clara  Butt,  Mr.  Ben  Davies,  Mr.  Robert 
Radford. 

Chorus  and  Orchestra,  4,000  Performers. 

(/rijniiixt—MT.  Walter  W.  Kedi;cock. 
Conductor— UT.  Frederick  Cohen. 
Tickets  now  on  sale,  Bo.\  Otlice,  Cryst^il  "Palace 
(telephone,  2n  Sydenham) ;    Novello  <fe  Co., 
Bcrners  .^treet,    W.  :    and   usual   Lond  )n 
Agents.— Prospectus,  plan,  <S(^,  apply  (Jen^ral 
.Manager,  Crystal  Palace.  Crystal  Palace  .Season 
"ickets  are  avaiUhle  durini;  Handel  Festival. 


TRUE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE. 

Fine  Fishing'  Free  in  good  Lonnhs  :  also  .Sea 
An^'liiiK,    Boating  and   Bathing;    safe  sands. 

uperl)  Hotel  Quarters  (like  a  Country  House) ; 
good  table  ;  moderate  inclusive  tarilt.  Priv.ale 
Golf  Links  attached  to  Hotel,  and  capital  Clul) 
C'.iurse  availal)le  for  visitors  wichin  one  mile. 
Lovely  Mountain  and  Coast  Scenery.  Trains 
met  at  Gleiities  or  Killybegs.    Write  for  photo 

ud  all  par  i;ulars  to  Mrs.  TALHDT, 

OAWROS  BAY  HOTEL,  ROSBEG 

Co.  DOKEGAI.,  IRELAND. 


TROUT  FISHING, 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Simday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Managee, 

ICKLEFORD  FiSHEftY,  HiTCHIN. 


FIVE  RODS  WANTED 

o  complete  a  party  of  ten  to  Fish  a  30 
acre  lake  in  West  Sussex,  8  miles  from  a 
town  aod  3^  from  village  station.  The 
lake  has  been  emptied  and  fully  stocked 
with  the  best  stram  of  two-year-old  Raio- 
bows.— For  particulars  apply  Manager, 
Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 


GOOD  FISHING, 

WATFORD  PISGATORS. 

The  Society,  having  rented  some  ne>v  water, 
have  a  limited  number  of  Vacancies  for  New 
Members.  Trout  fishing,  fly  only  i ,  upper 
waters.  Coarse  ttshing — good.  Specimen  flsn 
taken  from  "Club"  waters  last  season:  Trout 
(fly),  41b.  11  ozs.  ;  Roach,  21b.  2i  ozs.  ;  Temth, 
21b.  12oz3.  ;  Pike.  i)lb.  5ozj.  ;  Dace,  144 ozs.  ; 
Eel,  .ill).  2oz.  ;  Perch,  1  lb.  12iozs. 

Hon.  Sec,  Maiden  Hotel,  Watford. 


Cast  yonrEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or'PoBtil  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  dor.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  lor  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  I  2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  . 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powei 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackll 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appl" 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospecttu  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  ts  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
jr  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  tlie  United  Kingdom 
ou  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  paS' 
senger  in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  bli  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  Insurance  withia 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  troi 
the  date  of  tlie  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  moi 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
'  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  ts  guars 

teed  by 

HE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscrlptio 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their^ 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Keceipt  to  the  Casualtt 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSINC  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  I)un  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  E.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Kichard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kiugslaud,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.   j.jtjcB  LISTS  PltEB. 
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to  the  glens  and  other  beuuty  spots  of  Antrini  can 
be  made  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the  railway 
company. 

Visited  on  the  Way. 
Of  the  many  notable  places  in  the  central  and 
northern  parts"  of  England  on  the  Midland  system, 
:\latlock  Bath  offers  imboimded  attractions  to  those 
who  prefer  a  quiet  inland  resort  to  the  crowded 
esplanade  of  a  seaside  tovTO.  Here,  with  the  in- 
spiring companionship  of  the  hills  and  composing 
influences  of  the  picturesque  Valley  of  the  Der- 
went,  it  is  easy  to  feel  at  peace  with  the  world. 
It  would  be  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  tlie  health- 
giving  properties  claimed  for  the  waters  of  Matlock 
Bath,  first  used  for  curative  purposes  in  1693.  The 
foimder  of  hydropathy  here  was  one  Jolm  Sraedley, 
who  was  wont  to  aduiinister  the  water  treatment  in 
a  more  vigorous  and  less  agreeable  manner  tlian  it 
is  the  custom  to  take  it  to-day.  The  Midland  Rail- 
way Company  offers  special  advantages  for  seeing 
the  many  historic  and  interesting  features  of  the 
Peak  of  Derbyshire.  Tickets  ♦'or  a  circular  tour  are 
issued  during  the  season  from  Mi^itlock  Bath  as  well 
as  from  many  other  local  stations.  They  are  avail- 
able for  a  month,  and  the  journey  may  be  broken 
at  any  point  on  route.  Haddon  Hall,  Chats  worth, 
the  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  are  but  a  few  of  the  famous 
landmarks  of  the  neighbourhood. — Daily  Graphic. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor, 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  BADEX-POWELL  -'CUPvVE  SYSTEM." 

SiE, — We  very  much  regret  that  in  our  anxiety 
to  duly  acknowledge  the  authorship  of  the  "  curve 
systern"  we  have  given  occasion  to  Mr.  Baden- 
Powell  to  take  exception  to  our  having  applied  his 
system  of  building  rods  of  other  lengths  and  weights 
than  to  those  laid  down  by  him  in  his  articles  to  the 
Field  ;  but  we  have  done  so  quite  inadvertently,  for 
we  fully  appreciate  and  believe  that  his  proportions 
are  not  to  be  improved  upon  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 

If  our  list  is  referred  to  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
"  Baden- Powell "  rod  is  lift.  6in.  in  length,  and 
weiglw  8Joz.,  the  weight  and  length  specified  by  Mr. 
Baden-Powell,  and  we  then  proceed  to  mention  that 
a  10ft.  rod  is  built  on  the  "  cur\-e  system  "  with 
strong  fittings  that  also  weighs  S^oz.  We  introduce 
the  latter  rod  to  meet  the  wishes  of  anglers  who 
prefer  a  shorter  two-joint  rod  for  the  convenience  of 
travelling,  and  for  those  to  whom  the  extra  weight 
would  be  unobjectionable. — Your  obedie.it  servants, 

12,  Corporation-street,       Westley  Richards 
Birmingham.  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

June  6.        (Douglas  J.  P.  Haines,  Manager). 


THE  "TWEED  GRILSE"  OF  APRIL  19. 

Dear  Sir, — In  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  interesting 
note  on  clean  salmon  and  kelts,  I  notice  that  he  is 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  grilse  which  I  per- 
sonally caught  in  the  Tweed  on  April  I'J  was  not 
clean-run.  With  all  due  respect  to  Mr.  Mallooh, 
I  state  that  ho  is  entirely  wrong  in  what  he  says. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  whatever  about 
the  grilse  being  clean-run,  and  weighing  5^1b. 
Three  anglers  saw  me  land  the  fish,  which  was 
caught  in  an  open  stretch  of  trout  fishing  water  at 
Newtown,  St.  Boswells.  I  weighed  the  grilse  when 
I  reached  home,  and  it  was  exactly  5|lb.  I  am  a 
fair  sportsman,  and  had  the  fish  been  unclean  it 
would  have  been  returned. 

As  Mr.  Malloch  did  not  see  the  fish  for  himself 
how  is  he  to  know  that  it  was  not  clean-run  ? 
Xow,  this  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  causes  so  m\:ch 
ill  feeling  amongst  fishers,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
at  all  fair  that  my  word  sliould  be  misdoubted. 

However,  I  am  very  plesiaed  to  know  that  I  have 
BO  far  caught  the  largest  fresh-run  grilse  in  the 
Tweed. — Yours  truly,  W.  Sorley  Brown. 

WHAT  ARE  SALMON  FRY  ? 

Dear  Sir. — Your  correspondent  Mr.  Dejonge,  in 
your  issue  of  May  20,  a«ks  the  above  question.  He 
mentions,  first  of  all,  a  fish  "  as  largo  as  a  herring 
and  bright  aH  silver,"  which  he  is  told  is  "salmon 
fry" — rather  a  misnomer,  a-s  it  should  have  been 
called  a  "smolt,"  or  young  salmon,  with  his  sea- 
going scales  on.  There  can  be  no  possibility  of 
mistaking  this  for  any  trout. 

As  regards  the  other  fish  mentioned,  it  is  more 
difficult  to  say,  from  Mr.  Dejonge's  description, 
whether  they  were  salmon  fry  or  young  trout. 

'I  think,  however,  without  going  into  any  details 
a«  to  markings,  fin  rays,  etc.,  the  following  old  and 
simple  metliod  of  ditTerontiating  between  salmon 
and  trout  fry  will  an<wor  all  practical  purposes. 
It  will  be  found  on  examination  that  the  superior 


maxillary,  or  upper  jaw-bone,  is  shorter  in  the 
salmon  than  in  the  trout.  If  an  imaginary  vertical 
line  be  drawn  from  the  end  of  tho  maxillary  bone, 
it  will  be  found,  in  the  salmon  fry,  to  pass  through 
nearly  tho  centre  of  tho  eyeball,  whilst  in  the 
trout  tho  vortical  line  will  be  seen  to  pass  behind 
the  eye.  The  merest  glance  will  show  the  difference, 
even  to  an  absolute  novice. 

I  jnust  be  pardoned  if  I  add  that  I  should  be  only 
too  pleased  to  hear  not  only  of  a  lOs.  but  a  £10 
fine  being  imposed  on  any  person  found  in  posses- 
sion of  fish  of  such  a  size — that  it  wa?  doubtful  as 
to  whether  they  were  young  salmon  or  trout,  why, 
good  heavens  !  they  covild  not  be  more  than  .5in.  or 
Cin.  long,  if  that.  It  is  little  wonder  salmon  and 
trout  streams  deteriorate,  if,  as  is  too  often  the 
case,  this  "  slaughter  of  the  innocent:!  "  is  permitted, 
and  not  only  permitted  but,  judging  from  a  report 
in  your  columns,  encouraged. — Yours  truly, 

E.  B.  Bartley,  Lieut. -Colonel. 

p.S. — Whilst  on  the  subject,  could  you,  or  any  of 
yoiu'  readers,  inform  me  what,  as  far  as  is  known,  is 
the  maximum  size  of  smolts,  salmon  fry  ?  I  was 
told  by  a  gentleman  the  other  day  he  had  caught 
dozens  of  the  former  over  a  foot  long,  which, 
according  to  Mr.  Sturdy,  would  weigh  nearly  1  lb., 
and  many  of  the  latter  Sin.  to  lOin.  Personally,  I 
have  never  seen  a  smolt  9in.  long,  nor  a  parr  of 
more  than  6iii.  to  "in.,  and  am  rather  sceptical  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  statement. 

DRY-FLY,  WET-FLY.  AND  CLEAR  WATER 
WORMING. 

Dear  Sir, — T  trust  you  may  be  able  to  find  space 
for  these  lines,  which  may  interest  your  readers. 
On  returning  from  a  day's  fisliing  last  week,  when 
in  the  train,  a  passenger  asked  me  where  I  had  been 
fishing  and  if  with  the  fly.  I  replied,  "  No,  the 
water  has  too  many  bushes  to  work  with  the  fly, 
and  it  is  a  small  stream."  "  What  have  you  been 
using  then  ?  "  queried  he.  I  said,  "  The  worm  and 
the  maggot."  Disgust  was  manifested  in  his 
countenance,  as  he  said,  "  Any  fool  can  catch  fish 
with  a  worm  !  "  "  Not  trout,"  I  replied  with  a 
smile.  "  Wliy  ?  "  he  said,  "  Why  do  you  smile  ?  " 
I  replied,  "  Simply  because  you  are  not  a  fisherman." 
"  Why  ?  "  "  Be"cause  you  would  not  have  said 
what  you  have  if  you  had  any  practical  experience, 
or  were  a  fisherman  in  any  sense."  I  then,  in  my 
humble  way,  gave  him  the" following  object-lessons. 

Dry-fly  fishing  as  an  art. — When  you  can  manage 
to  throw  your  fly  just  where  you  wish,  dropping  it 
on  the  water  like  the  "  natural  "  to  the  rising  fish 
you  are  trying  for,  you  have,  so  to  speak,  passed 
your  "  Little  Go  "  for  the  piscatorial  college. 
Now  comes  the  more  seriovis  question,  namely,  to 
know  the  flies  that  hatch  out  during  the  trouting 
season.  Once  having  done  this,  you  are  able  to 
tell  what  fly  is  on  the  water,  and  what  to  use. 
There  may  be  two  or  three  different  kinds  on.  By 
watching  feeding  fish  closely,  you  will  be  able  to 
ascertain,  if  not,  note  the  two  or  three  that  may 
be  on,  and  give  each  a  trial,  till  you  are  able  to  send 
the  steel  home  into  some  lusty,  unwary  customer. 
Needless  to  say  that  in  all  three  styles  close  observa- 
tion and  unbounded  patience  are  a  sine  quel  nan. 

Wet-fly  fishing  is  an  art,  too,  particularly  as  to 
how  you  work  your  water.  Some  follow  "  the 
chuck  and  chance  "  method,  covering  all  the  water 
within  reach.  Others,  who  know  the  waters  well 
which  they  are  fishing,  have  marked  down  many 
a  "  spotted  beauty,"  and  approach  such  places  with 
steal  tliy  tread  and  watchful  eyes.  As  to  how  to  use 
the  wet -fly — T  think  much  depends  upon  tho  water — 
either  up  and  across  or  down  stream.  Constantly 
places  are  met  with,  on  your  own  side,  for  instance, 
under  a  high  bank  and  deep  swift  current  which 
can  only  be  covered  by  a  long  down-stream  cast — 
even  to  running  line  down  off  the  reel  and  slowly 
working  it  back,  raising  the  point  of  the  rod,  and 
reeling  in  each  time. 

Maggot  and  worm  fishing,  that  is,  up-stream  and 
across.  Now,  "  any  fool  "  cannot  do  it.  To  throw 
a  worm  neatly  without  a  splash,  any  distance,  and 
not  break  or  flick  your  worm  off  is  not  as  easy  as  it 
may  seem.  But  that  is  only  a  preliminary.  Having 
learned  how  to  throw,  follows  the  question  w/tere  — 
not  to  a  rising  fish'  like  a  man  using  the  dry-fly, 
but  where  (when  possessed  of  the  req\iisite  expe- 
rience) large  fish  are  Iving  in  wait  for  the  food 
coining  down  ;  some  deep  backwater,  where  tlie 
bottom  is  covered  with  "  (laddis,"  or  behind  some 
big  boulder  with  a  strong  current  on  either  side,  or 
possibly  broken  water,  passing  down  either  side. 
In  sucii  places  the  fisher  works  cautiously,  with  a 
wary  eye  and  rejuly  hand.  Not  once  or  twice  does 
he  offer  liis  lure,  but  carefully  covers  every  inch  of 
the  likely  spot  ;  if  necessary,  putting  on  an  extra 
shot  to  make  the  bait  travel  round  the  edge  of  the 
boulder  where,  in  all  probability,  a  "  thumper  " 
may  he  lying  in  wait,  to  noimco  on  a  fingerling 
or  minnow.  Getting  no  response,  another  cast, 
throw  above  the  boulder  this   titne,  let  it  sink  a 


})it,  and  then  pull  it  quickly  punt  ;  the  trick  is 
done,  and  you  are  fast  into  "  a  good  'un." — Yours 
truly,  C.  J.  Brooke. 

Manchester. 


AMATEUR  ROD  MAKING. 

Dear  Sir, — Other  members  of  tho  club  besides 
myself  have  been  interested  in  tho  paragraph  among 
"  Letters  to  the  Editor,"  in  your  issue  of  May  12, 
which  deals,  under  tho  heading  of  "  Amateur  Rod 
Making,"  with  tho  manufacture  of  split-cane  rods 
on  a  novel  principle.  Could  you  get  your  contri- 
butor to  send  up  a  finished  rod,  and  also,  if  possible, 
an  unfinished  joint  before  the  gluing  up  process 
has  taken  place. 

1  do  not  (|uito  imderstand  how  your  correspondent 
gets  over  the  two  difficulties  of  joining  by  glue  a  flat 
surface  and  a  convex  one,  and  even  assuming  that 
the  convexity,  especially  in  the  vipper  joints,  is  so 
slight  as  not  to  matter,  how  it  is  the  glue  holds  as 
against  such  an  enamelled  surface  as  the  outer  skin 
of  a  bamboo  presents. — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club.  Hedley  F.  Norris. 

[I  asked  Mr.  Rogers  kindly  to  reply,  and  he  did  so 
as  follows.  I  have  asked  him  if  he  will  kindly  send 
a  diagram  also,  as  I  cannot  see  how  he  can  turn  the 
bamboo  "  inside  out,"  unless  he  puts  the  hard 
outside  of  the  cane  in  the  inside,  which  I  do  not 
imagine  to  be  the  case. — Ed.] 

He  says  : — 

"  Amateur  Rod  Making. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  has  quite  misunderstood  me.  I  do 
not  claim  to  have  invented  any  novel  mode  of 
making  rods.  I  merely  described  what  to  me  is  the 
easiest  way  of  doing  it.  I  practically  turn  ths  bamboo 
inside  out,  but  as  the  sections  are  triangular  in  form 
of  course  the  outer  convex  skin  has  almost  or  quite 
disappeared  when  the  section  is  planed  to  the 
required  angle. 

"  I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  sending  a  rod 
for  inspection,  but  there  is  really  nothing  to  show. 

"  I  enclose  rough  sample  and  diagram  showing 
my  method  of  making  the  thinner  parts  of  split- 


Put  together.  Bamboo.   Dark  Put  together, 

shading  best  wood. 


cane  rods.  There  is  no  advantage  as  far  as  the  rod 
is  concerned,  but  a  very  great  one  as  concerns  the 
rod  maker,  especially  if  his  eyesight  is  no  longer 
what  it  once  was ;  as  instead  of  having  to  cut  six 
delicate  strips,  he  cuts  six  clumsy  ones,  glues  them 
together,  and  then  planes  a  substantial  stick, 
without  any  fear  of  cutting  down  on  to  soft  wood. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Hildyard  Rogers." 

SEA-FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent  having  inquired 
as  to  the  opportunities  afforded  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
for  the  pursuit  of  sea-fishing,  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
more  generally  known  that  the.  island  requires  a 
lot  of  beating  in  that  respect.  Situated  in  the  middle 
of  the  Irish  Sea,  about  equal  distances  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  the  island  is  readily  accessible, 
magnificent  steamers  plying  regularly  to  Doviglas, 
the  principal  town,  from  Liverpool,  Barrow%  Hey- 
sham,  Glasgow,  Belfast,  and  Dublin.  In  fact,  it  may 
be  said  of  the  fine  fleets  of  steamers  on  the  different 
routes,  including  the  splendid,  up-to-date  turbine 
steamships  Viking  and  Manxman,  that  they,  hke 
the  fishing,  require  some  beating.  And  now  to  the 
fish.  The  Irish  Sea  is  a  resort  for  all  kinds  of  sea 
fish  ;  its  waters  seethe  with  mackerel  and  herring, 
in  their  seasons  ;  and  bottom  feeding  fish  are 
al)undant.  Every  year  millions  of  fry  are  added  to 
the  normal  supply  through  the  eft'orts  of  the  Lan- 
cashire Sea  Fisheries  Conservators,  and  the  bays  of 
the  Isle  of  Man  are  visited  by  all  tj-pes  of  tne 
denizens  of  the  deep.  Pier  fishing  can  be  had  from 
the  piers  and  breakwaters  of  Port  Erin,  Port  St.  Mary, 
Peel,  and  Ramsey  ;  and  rock  fishing  from  any  part 
of  the  coast.  The  most  satisfactory  method  of 
tackling  the  business  is  by  means  of  boats.  In 
Douglas  the  boatmen  rely  principally  on  fishing 
for  mackerel,  which  come  into  the  bays  in  the  early 
days  of  July,  and  continue  till  September  ;  but  in 
Ramsey  and  Port  Erin  the  yacht  owners  will  take 
parties  out  to  the  fishing  grounds — as-  they  do  in 
Bridlington,  Scarborough,  and  most  of  the  southern 
watering-places — and  come  to  an  anchor.  From 
my  own  experience  I  find  the  whiting  put  in  an 
appearance  first  of  all  in  Febniarj'  and  March. 
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They  are  then  lieavy  with  spawn,  are  good-sized, 
mature  fish,  and  in  the  evening  come  in  close  to  the 
shores,  and  are  very  ravenous.  Large  cod  are  then 
on  the  ground  at  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles,  and 
these,  too,  arc  big  with  roe.  They  are  generally 
fished  for  with  long  lines  or  trots.  After  the  schools 
brealc  up  isolated  specimens  remain  on  the  coast 
throughout  the  summer.  In  June,  July  and 
August  a  smaller  school  of  whiting  haunt  the  bays, 
smart  fish  requiring  keen  gear,  and  with  thorn  are 
gurnard,  mackerel,  and  dog-fish.  Dabs  are  on  the 
ground  njore  or  less  all  the  year,  plaice  approach  the 
land  about  July,  and  are  most  numerous  in  October, 
and  in  the  latter  month  vast  shoals  of  codling  come 
in,  but  do  not  remain  long.  Pollack  are  numerous, 
they  put  in  their  first  appearance  this  year  on 
April  2,  and  are  on  the  coast  until  almost  Christmas. 
Conger  and  skate  are  plentiful,  and  afford  great 
sport  for  those  who  like  something  weiglity  and 
powerful  to  negotiate  on  rod  and  light  tackle.  In 
the  little  bay  where  I  keep  my  own  boat  there  is 
always  some  fish  or  other  to  court  attention,  and, 
besides  those  named,  I  have  seen  taken,  if  not  with 
lines  with  nets,  turbot,  brill,  dory,  soles,  anglers, 
sea  bream,  mullet,  bass,  salmon,  sea-trout,  coal-fish, 
and  wrasse.  The  latter  generally  falls  to  the  lot  of 
the  rock  fisher.  Bait  is  plentiful,  principally  lug- 
worm.  The  Isle  of  Man  is  only  twelve  miles  across, 
80  if  angling  is  interfered  with  by  the  weather  on 
one  side,  it  is  easy  to  journey  to  a  sheltered  baj'  on 
the  other.  Your  correspondent  may  make  his  head- 
quarters where  he  pleases,  he  will  soon  strike  fish. 
My  own  are  at  Garwick,  in  the  southern  corner  of 
Laxey  Bay.  Boats  are  generally  charged  for  at 
Is.  for  the  first  hour  and  6d.  for  each  subsequent 
one,  and  a  boy  or  man  can  be  easily  procured  who 
knows  the  ground,  and  who  is  generally  civil  and 
intelligent,  and  always  easily  satisfied  on  the  score 
of  payment. — Yours  truly,  J.  P.  C. 

A  NEW  DISGORGER   AND  HOOK  DIS- 
ENGAGER. 

Dear  Sir, — We  herewith  enclose  for  your  accept- 
ance a  sample  of  an  improved  disgorger.  Most 
anglers  have  felt,  at  one  time  or  another,  the  in- 
convenience of  stowing  the  ordinary  disgorger  in 
an  easily  accessible  place,  and  may  no  doubt  have 
frequently  suffered  (through  carelessness  in  this 
direction)  the  loss  of  this  little  item  in  the  angler's 
outfit,  or  have  been  unable  to  find  it  at  the  moment 
it  was  wanted.    The  idea  has  been  to  design  some-  | 


thing  that  can  be  stowed  away  in  an  accessible  place, 
where  it  will  safely  remain  until  requu-ed. 

The  loop  at  the  handle-end  forms  a  apring-clip, 
and  is  intended  to  grip  the  outside  edge  of  the  breast- 
pocket. When  in  this  position  one  may  scramble 
through  thicket  and  scrub  w-ith  little  or  no  danger 
of  losing  the  disgorger,  whilst  the  knowledge  that  it 
is  always  there  ready  is  a  consideration  of  value. 

The  business  end  has  also  received  attention, 
and  we  venture  to  claim  that  this  disgorger  is  eqiial 
if  not  superior  in  efficiency  to  any  now  offered. 
We  are  prepared  to  supply  this  article  to  tackle 
dealers  and  others,  and  if  you  consider  it  worthy 
of  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  we  shall  be  pleased 
if  you  will  give  it  a  line  or  two.  We  may  add 
that  "  provisional  protection  "  has  been  obtained. 
• — Yours  truly,  A.  Fengl  &  Co. 

Altrincham  Tool  Works. 

Grafton-street,  Altrincham,  May  23. 

[The  "  Fengl  Disgorger  "  is  a  very  neat,  practical, 
and  simple  little  affair.  The  spring  clip  permits 
of  its  being  carried  quite  safely  outside  a  breast- 
pocket, tlie  arm  of  the  clip  being  passed  down  on 
the  inside.  The  clip  will  also  permit  of  its  being 
secured  to  the  inside  of  the  fishing  creel  or  bag,  and 
is  a  real  improvement.  The  use  of  a  little  disgorger, 
or,  rather,  hook  disengagsr,  of  this  kind  would  save 
the  life  of  many  a  fly  and  the  loss  of  many  a  fish 
through  the  git  being  frayed  on  the  trout's  teeth 
by  using  the  fingers  in  getting  the  hook  out. — Ed.] 


WELL-MENDED  KELTS  AND  CLEAN 
FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  originator  of  the  correspon- 
dence in  your  valued  paper  on  the  subject  of  the 
distinguishing  marks  of  well-mended  kelts,  I  beg 
to  thank  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  have 
so  kindly  given  such  good  information,  which  I  am 
sure  will  bo  of  great  use  to  many  salmon  fisher.mea. 


In  your  "  Occasional  Notes "  of  June  2,  sum- 
mary to  Mr.  Mallooh's  interesting  letter,  you 
mention  the  distinction  between  "  trout "  and 
"  samlet."  "  Trout  "  being  usually  hold  to  mean 
"  common  "  or  "  brook  trout,"  the  unwary,  fishing 
in  rivers  where  soa  trout  or  sowin  abound,  might, 
in  following  your  distinction,  still  lay  themselves  open 
to  the  penalty  you  mention  by  retaining  the  young 
of  the  above,  as  in  common  with  Salmo  fario  they 
possess  the  pink  adipose  fin.  Not  to  caution  on  this 
point,  I  am  sure,  was  only  an  accidental  omission 
on  your  part.  These  pinks  abound  in  some  rivers, 
and  are  as  great  a  nuisance  to  the  spring  fisherman 
as  samlets  are.  Their  resemblance  to  the  common 
trout  is.  in  my  opinion,  much  closer  than  that  of 
the  samlet  is,  and  their  retention  in  mistake  for 
trout  could  easily  lead  a  fisherman  into  difficulties. 

I  must  own  I  kept  a  large  number  before  I  learnt 
the  difference,  particularly  when  trout  were  few 
and  far  between  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 

A  gillie  of  great  experience  told  me  he  knew  the 
common  trout  by  the  white  outer  edging  with 
narrow  black  base  on  the  front  of  the  dorsal,  anal, 
and  often  ventral  fins.  This,  he  informed  me,  was 
never  found  on  either  the  samlet  or  sewin  pink. 
I  have  ever  since  acted  accordingly.  Whether  this 
is  the  case  in  all  rivers  where  these  fish  are  foimd, 
I  know  not. 

Perhaps,  sir,  you  or  ^ome  of  your  readers  are 
aware  of  other  modes  of  distinguishing  at  sight 
between  them.  I  feel  sure  some  enlightenment  on 
the  sjibject  would  be  much  appreciated  bv  others 
as  well  as  by — Yours  truly,  W.  A. 

HOTEL  ACCOMMODATION  NEAR  OXFORD. 

De.ar  Sir, — If  "  Ursus  "  can  put  up  with  good, 
plain  fare  and  ordinary  sleeping  quarters,  he  will 
find  there  are  a  very  fair  number  of  comfortable 
places  to  stop  at  on  the  way  from  Lechlado  to 
Oxford.  He  can  finish  his  first  day  at  either  the 
Swan  Hotel,  Radcot  Bridge,  where  there  is  a  pretty 
g  irden  running  to  the  water's  edge,  the  Lock  House, 
Radcot  Lock,  where  ISIrs.  Williams  will  make  him 
comfortable,  and  give  him  goats'  milk  with  his 
coffee  in  the  morning,  the  Lock  House,  Rushey, 
where  Mrs.  Weal  vrill  cook  him  the  best  chicken  he 
could  wisli  for,  and  give  him  a  feather-bed  to  sleep 
on,  or  the  Trout  Inn.  Tadpole  Bridge,  where  Host 
Piper  will  make  him  comfortable.  He  will  also  bo 
able  to  choose  between  the  Bush  Inn,  Newbridge, 
the    Chequers'    Inn,    Bablock-by-the-Ferry,  the 


Talbot,  EjTisham,  close  to  the  bridge,  and  the  Trout 
Inn,  Godstow,  which  will  be  the  last  hostelry  before 
reaching  Oxford. 

I  have  stayed  at  all  the  places  I  have  mentioned, 
and  have  had  nothing  to  g  -umble  at  during  their 
present  management. — Yours  truly.  Crater. 

SEA  AND  COARSE  FISHING  HOLIDAY. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  am  gcing  away  July  or  August,  and 
should  like  to  go  to  a  plice  with  sea-fishing  and  some 
decent  coarse  fishing  near.  Shall  be  much  obliged 
if  any  of  your  readers  can  assist  me.  I  have  been  to 
Lowestoft. — Yours  truly,  F.  Hawkinqs. 

THIN  WATERPROOF  OVERALLS. 

Dk.ar  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  some  of 
your  readers  could  give  me  some  information  about 
the  thin  waterproof  overalls  one  sees  so  much  worn 
by  fen  fishermen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ely  and 
Cambridge — at  least,  I  conclude  they  are  water- 
proof, though  I  have  never  been  near  enough  to 
examine  them.  I  should  think  they  are  just  the 
thing  for  boat  fishing  in  wet  weather.— Yours  truly, 

Oldham.  E.  W.  R.  Hutchinson. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  BOARD'S  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  some  reader  kindly  inform  me 
which  of  the  waters  under  conti-ol  of  above  board 
are  worth  fishing,  and  what  fish  they  contain  ? 
Are  any  portions  of  the  Lea  and  New  River  unlet 
by  the  board.  If  so,  I  should  be  very  grateful  for 
particulars  of  same. — Yours  truly,  G. 

THAME^S  REPORTS. 
Dear  Sir, — As  the  coarse-fishing  season  is 
approaching,  and  this  productive  fishing  station  is 
very  much  neglected,  I  am  writing  to  ask  your  per- 
mission to  send  from  time  to  time  reports  of  the 
doings  of  anglers,  also  other  interesting  notes  in 
connection  with  the  Thames  in  this  neighbourhood. 
I  may  here  mention  that  a  fine  specimen  of  trout 


was  captured  hero  on  Saturday  last,  scaling  6Jlb. 
(female),  by  Captain  Faulkner. 

Trusting  you  will  give  my  letter  your  kind  con- 
sideration.— Yours  faithfully,        Robt.  Steed. 

Georgo  and  Dr.igon  Hotel,  Marlow,  Bucks. 

[I  have  told  Mr.  Steed  I  shall  be  happy  to  publish 
reports  of  sport,  especially  as  there  is  an  impression 
among  many  anglers  that,  except  in  the  winter  or 
when  the  boating  traffic  is  over,  Thames  fishing 
is  really  not  worth  going  for.  I  believe  this  is  a 
mistake,  and  that  plenty  of  good  quiet  fisliing  is 
still  to  be  had  on  the  Thames. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  JULY— ST.  MARY'S 
LOCH,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending 
"  March  Brown "  some  information  concerning 
St.  Mary's  Loch,  etc.  He  will  find  excellent  accom- 
modation at  the  Rodono  Hotel,  which  overlooks 
St.  Mary's  Loch.  Five  miles  of  Meggat  are  pre- 
served for  the  use  of  visitors,  and  no  charge  what- 
ever is  made  for  fishing  on  any  of  the  lochs  or 
streams.  Meggat,  which  is  quite  close  to  the  hotel, 
runs  into  St.  Mary's  Loch.  It  is  a  very  good  burn, 
especially  in  its  upper  reaches,  where  there  are  some 
fine  pools.  It  is  best  fished  after  a  flood  has  sub- 
sided, when  a  small  minnow  Ls  very  deadly.  Meggat 
has  many  fine  trouting  tributaries,  the  best  being 
Winterhope  burn,  which  holds  good  fish.  I  can't 
say  that  July  is  a  very  good  month  for  trout-fishing, 
but  worm  is  often  deadly  when  used  early  in  the 
morning,  and  it  should  be  practised  thus  on  both 
Yarrow  and  Meggat. 

To  my  mind,  the  best  stretch  of  the  Yarrow  lies 
between  the  Gordon  Arms  Inn  and  St.  Mary's  Loch. 
The  Douglas  burn,  which  is  a  few  miles  distant  from 
the  hotel,  holds  fairly  good  fish,  and  may  be  fished 
with  success.  Trout,  pike,  and  perch  are  to  be  had 
in  St.  Mary's  Loch.  The  trout  are  larger,  and 
generally  average  two  to  the  pound.  In  fact,  it  is 
only  two  seasons  ago  since  a  trout  of  over  (ilb.  was 
taken  from  St.  Mary's,  but  this  is  a  singular  occur- 
rence. The  loch  trout  can  best  be  caught  by 
trolling  with  minnow,  or  by  spinning  from  the  bank 
on  a  windy  day.  Fly  is  not  so  effective  aa  minnow, 
but  I  would  strongly  advise  "  March  Brown  "  to 
try  larger  flies  on  the  loch  at  Meggat-foot  on  a  mild 
niglit,  as  the  big  trout  are  known  to  lurk  in  that 
particular  spot.  Pike  are  not  so  numerous  as  they 
used  to  be,  but  are  sometimes  to  be  had  by  trolling 
with  a  "  Phantom  "  or  "  Spoon  "  bait.  The  perch 
ought  not  to  be  despised,  as  he  is  of  good  size,  and 
when  trout  and  pike  are  not  feeding  it  is  some  con- 
solation to  catch  him.  The  best  place  in  which  to 
fish  for  parch  is  the  small  stream,  about  quarter  of 
a  mile  long,  connecting  St.  Mary's  with  the  Lowes 
loch.  The  far  side  of  the  latter  loch  is  also  a  good 
place  for  perch.  For  fly-fishing  in  the  Meggat  be 
sure  to  get  a  supply  of  small-sized  flies,  as  large  ones 
are  of  little  use.  G.  Hume,  Bank-street,  Galashiels, 
dresses  very  good  patterns. 

I  cannot  personally  vouch  for  sport  in  the  Swale, 
as  I  have  never  been  there,  but  judging  from  this 
year's  reports  from  that  district,  one  would  take  it 
to  be  good. 

Hoping  "  March  Brown  "  will  have  a  successful 
holiday. — Yours  truly,  W.  Sorley  Brown. 

THE  CLWYD  AND  ELWY. 

Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  "  Novice,"  the  rivers 
Clwyd  and  Elwy  are  in  good  condition  for  trouting, 
and  the  stocking  for  the  past  three  years  is  now 
beginning  to  justify  itself.  The  trout  ticket  for  the 
season,  including  fishing  on  association  waters, 
amounts  to  10s.  6d.,  or  6s.  per  week;  .salmon  (inclu- 
sive), £2.  These  rivers  are  within  four  miles  of 
Rhyl,  and  all  fishing  tackle  can  be  had  either  in 
Rhyl  or  St.  Asaph. — Yours  truly, 

St.  Asaph.  W.  Gray  Kelly. 


ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND  ON  SUNDAYS. 
Dear  Sir, — An  angler,  and  I  presume  an  authority 
on  the  subject,  attacks  me  in  last  week's  correspon- 
dence columns  for  advocating  (?)  Sunday  angling 
in  Scotland.  But  as  he  has  evidently  read  into  my 
note  meanings  and  opinions  I  do  not  hold,  I  must 
decline  to  follow  his  lead  to  argue  the  point  with  him. 
Let  Scotland  enjoy  her  Sundays  in  peace  and  quiet- 
ness, say  I.  Few  can  enjoy  it  more  than  I  do. — 
Yours  truly.  Special  Scotch. 


FISHING  AT  PANGBOURNE. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  am  taking  my  summer  holidays 
from  June  16  till  July  2,  and  should  like  to  spend 
them  at  Pangbourne-on-Thames.  I  should  be  glad 
if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  let  me  know 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper  the  name  of  any 
inexpensive  house  where  I  could  put  up  for  this  fort- 
night, and  also  whether  same  is  near  the  river.  Any 
particulars  of  good  free  fishing,  charges  for  boats, 
etc. ,  would  be  very  useful.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— Yours  truly,  O.  M.  Reed. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  New  Bill  to  enable  Provisional  Orders  to  be 
made  for  Regulating  Salmon  and 
Fresh-water  Fisheries. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  angler  will  use  his 
influence  -with  his  representative  in  Parliament  to 
jjrevent  the  passing  into  law  of  the  Bill  which  was 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed  on 
May  28.  1906.  The  Bill  requires  to  be  thoroughly 
thrashed  out,  and  not  rushed  through — and  it  was 
with  regret  I  saw  that  it  had  the  support  of  such  a 
good  angler  as  Sir  Edward  Grey. 

For  nearly  half  a  century  those  abominations 
called  "fixed  engines"  have  been  illegal  except 
where  specially  provided  for  by  the  Act.  They 
were  made  illegal  because  it  was  found  that  they 
were  rapidly  ruining  our  salmon  fisheries,  and  it 
would  be  a  grave  blunder  to  give  any  Board  or 
Department  the  power  to  permit  fixed  engines  for 
the  taking  of  salmon,  etc.,  to  be  re-erected — what 
is  wanted  is  great  restriction  of  the  use  of  existing 
legal  engines  of  all  kinds. 

There  are  some  good  clauses  in  the  Act — such 
as  that  which  proposes  to  give  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  power  to  abolish  any 
Board  of  Conservators,  transfer  their  property 
and  liabilities,  etc.  Some  Boards  ought  to  have 
been  swept  away  long  ago— anyway,  those  who 
feel  their  consciences  prick  them  had  better  work 
hard  to  stop  the  passing  of  this  Bill!  In  its 
present  form  it  is  a  menace  to  the  interests  of  the 
salmon  fisheries,  especially  of  the  upper  proprietors, 
and  all  who  arc  interested  in  anything  but  the  net 
fishing,  and  even  they  may  be  seriously  affected. 
What  is  the  origin  of  this  Bill  ?  It  is  amusing  to 
notice  how  vkry  carefully  the  interests  of  the 
Grown  and  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  the  Duchy 
of  Cornwall  have  been  guarded. 


A  Note  from  India— Mahseer  Fishing — Why  do 
not  Reel  Makers  Balance  the  Handle  when 
there  is  only  One  ? — Fish  Measures. 

"Peregrine,"  writing  to  me  from  the  Punjab 
Club,  Lahore,  India,  on  May  22,  says : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  photo  of  my  first  fish 
of  the  season,  a  nice  mahseer  of  291b.,  caught  in 
the  Junction  Water  at  Tangrot  on  Feb.  5  last. 

"The  weather  was  warm  for  the  time  of  the 
year,  and  everything  gave  promise  of  an  unusually 
early  and  successful  spring  fishing;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, these  hopes  were  not  realised,  as  we  had 
very  bad  weather  at  the  end  of  February  and  in 
March,  with  heavy  falls  of  snow  on  the  hills. 

"I  was  interested  to  read  in  a  recent  issue  of 
your  paper  the  reprinted  article  about  Mr.  Sturdy's 
scale  of  lengths  and  weights  of  salmon. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  ever  tried  the 
following  formula  for  estimating  the  weight  of  a 
fish  from  its  measurements ;  I  first  saw  it  in  the 
'  Punjab  Anglers'  Handbook,'  by  the  late  Captain  : 
G.  F.  Lacy.  i 

" '  Take  the  length  and  girth  of  the  fish  in 
inches  ;  add  to  the  length  one-third  of  the  length, 
and  multiply  by  the  square  of  the  girth.  The 
result  divided  by  1000  gives  the  weight  in  pounds.' 

"The  author  remarks  that  this  formula  tends  to 
give  a  weight  a  little  in  excess  of  what  it  actually 


of  the  single  handle,  and  yet  it  could  very  easily 
be  done  on  all  revolving  plates  by  putting  a 
smooth  metal  stud  opposite  the  handle ;  it  would 
be  useful  even  in  trout  reels,  and  do  away  with 
the  shaking  and  uneven  wear  which  must  exist 
more  or  less  when  the  weight  is  all  on  one  side. 
If  you  take  hold  of  a  salmon  line  on  a  salmon  reel 
with  revolving  plate  and  one  largo  handle,  and 
pull  off  some  line  sharply,  you  can  feel  how  the 
reel  shakes  in  your  hand.  If  you  lose  one  handle 
off  your  Nottingham  reel  its  free  running  is  at 
once  destroyed.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  "Pere- 
grine "  endorses  what  I  say,  but  I  fear  reel  makers, 
who  are  rarely  anglers,  will  not  alter  their  old- 
fashioned  ways  to  please  anglers. 


The  Trout  Eggs  for  New  Zealand. 

I  am  hoping  that  later  news  from  New  Zealand 
will  show  that  the  eggs  from  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's 
fisheries  gave  a  better  result  than  seemed  probable 
when  the  last  report  left.  With  reference  to  this 
shipment,  Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  the  Director 
of  the  Earl's  fisheries,  says:  — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  thank  you  for  your 
letter  and  newspaper  cuttings.  It  is  evident  that 
our  people  should  have  instructed  the  ofiicer  of 
the  ship  that  conveyed  the  ova  to  New  Zealand  to 
overlook  our  eggs  the  same  as  the  Blagdon  eggs 


A  29lb.  Mahseer  caught  by  "Peregrine"  in  the  Junction  Water  at  Tangbot,  India. 


Anglers  who  have  visited  Blagdon  will,  I  am 
sure,  be  sorry  to  hear  that  the  courteous  head- 
keftfjer  and  pisciculturist,  Mr.  Carr,  has  lost  his 
youngest  son  from  brain  fever. 


is,  whereupon  a  friend  of  mine  remarked,  perhaps 
sarcastically,  that  it  is  an  error  on  the  right 
side  ! 

"  For  myself  I  have  generally  found  a  spring- 
balance  as  easy  to  carry  as  a  yard-measure,  but  I 
have  often  tried  the  above  formula  on  mahseer  of 
all  sizes,  and  found  it  very  accurate.  I  believe  it 
also  answers  equally  well  for  salmon. 

"  I  hope  the  remarks  you  made  some  time  ago 
about  the  desirability  of  balancing  the  revolving 
plates  of  salmon  reels,  by  weighting  the  side 
opposite  the  handle,  have  received  the  attention 
they  deserve  from  the  trade.  I  can  endorse  them 
from  bitter  experience,  having  had  two  strong 
bronzs  check  reels  ruined  by  bard -running  fish 
during  the  last  two  seasons.  My  'Silex'  reels, 
though  much  lighter  and  more  delicately  made, 
have  hardly  suffered  at  all,  which  I  attribute 
chiefly  to  their  having  accurately  balanced  handles. 
With  the  ordinary  type  of  reel,  when  a  big  (ish  is 
taking  out  line  fast,  one  can  feel  a  distinct  jarring 
or  vibration,  which,  in  time,  must  shake  the  best 
reel  to  pieces." 

I  am  much  obliged  to  "  Peregrine  "  for  his  note 
and  photo,  which  I  reproduce.  We  had  a  long 
discussion  on  the  method  of  getting  at  the  weight 
of  fish  which  he  refers  to,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  22,  1904 ;  it  answers  in  a  rough,  general  sort 
of  way,  but  you  rather  want  to  fit  your  fish  to 
it.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  reel  maker  in  this 
country  puts  anything  to  compensate  the  weight 


were  attended  to,  but  when  the  instructions  were 
sent  to  the  shippers  we  took  it  that  there  was  no 
one  on  board  ship  who  could,  or  would,  tmdertake 
any  responsibility  of  picking,  etc.  We  therefore 
thought  it  best  to  pack  them  as  well  as  possible 
and  chance  their  sate  arrival.  It  is  curious  there 
should  have  been  so  much  mortality,  for  we 
despatched  during  the  same  week  eggs  from  the 
identical  incubators  from  which  those  ova  were 
selected  to  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  they 
arrived  there  with  only  five  per  cent.  loss.  Doubtless 
the  conditions  under  which  the  two  consignments 
were  handled  differed  considerably.  I  have  no 
fear  of  the  system  of  packing,  which  is  the  universal 
one  adopted  by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
and  the  Germans  with  very  slight  improvements  in 
refrigerating  insulations.  My  experience  has  been, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  by  adopting  the  old 
Howietoun  system,  as  was  apparently  adopted  with 
the  Blagdon  ova,  that  spontaneous  heating  was 
generated,  and  in  fact  the  consignment  I  had  from 
the  State  of  Maine  not  long  since  showed  a  tem- 
perature on  unpacking  of  112  degrees  Fahr.  Need- 
less to  say,  the  ova  contained  in  the  package  were 
useless.  Apparently,  however,  the  Blagdon  con- 
signment has  been  exceedingly  well  handled,  and 
we  must  congratulate  the  shippers  on  the  small 
mortality.  Should  you  like  to  have  a  further  con- 
signment of  brown  trout,  Canadian  land-locked 
salmon,  black  spotted  trout,  or  steelheads,  we  shall 
be  only  too  glad  to  make  you  a  present  of  them 
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next  season,  for  doubtless  the  New  Zealand  people 
have  not  trout  of  these  varieties." 

I  fancy  that  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society 
liave  imported  the  eggs  of  some  of  the  American 
fish  Mr.  Feilding  refers  to  direct  from  America,  via 
San  Francisco,  but  I  will  make  inquiries. 

The  Trout  Eg-gs  for  New  Zealand. 

The  Shaw  Savill  and  Albion  Company,  Limited, 
•who  so  kindly  carried  the  trout  eggs  free  of  charge 
in  their  steamer  the  Maori,  write:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  June  8,  and  thank  you  for  the  copy 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  which  reference  is  made 
to  the  shipment  of  trout  eggs  per  Maori. 

"  We  are  excofdingly  pleased  to  learn  that  the 
shipment  made  by  you  has  been  so  successful, 
though  we  much  regret  that  we  were  less  fortunate 
with  the  eggs  shipped  by  Lord  Denbigh.  You  will 
understand  that  wo  have  no  option  in  regard  to 
such  a  matter  but  to  follow  the  instructions  re- 
ceived from  the  shippers." 

This  refers  to  the  fact  that,  probably  having 
suffered  from  incompetent  handling  in  previous 
long  distance  shipments,  the  instructions  sent  with 
the  eggs  from  Lord  Denbigh's  fine  fish  breeding 
establishment  were  that  the  trays  were  not  to  be 
opened  on  the  journey.  The  establishment  sent  a 
large  consignment  of  eggs  to  South  America  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  arrived  with  a  loss  of  only 
about  five  per  cent. 

The  Gaikwar  of  Baroda  and  Fish-Culture. 

American  food  and  game  fish  have  been  sent  to 
stock  the  waters  of  many  foreign  countries.  Last 
year,  as  recorded  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  John 
W.  Titcomb,  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries,  made  a  successful  triji  to  Argentine  with 
fish  adapted  to  that  country.  Now  the  Gaikwar 
of  Baroda,  who  is  touring  the  United  States  to 
study  its  institutions,  has  been  so  impressed  by 
the  success  of  American  fish-cultural  enterprises, 
that  he  has  expressed  a  desire  to  have  an  expert 
from  the  United  States  Bureau  go  to  India  to  give 
instructions  in  fish-culture.  This  is  of  increased 
significance  when  it  is  considered  that  Great 
Britain  might  be  expected  to  supply  the  talent  in 
this  field  throughout  her  own  possessions.  I  hope 
that  some  of  our  own  fish  breeders  will  take  the 
hint. 


A  Fighting  Test  Trout  Escapes. 

In  the  Field  last  week,  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford 
gives  an  account  of  an  exciting  fight  he  had  recently 
with  a  Test  trout :  by  his  and  the  editor's  permission 
I  reproduce  it,  as  it  will  interest  anglers  generally, 
but  specially  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  our  friends 
in  the  north  who  have  an  idea  that  their  much 
smaller  trout  fight  much  better  than  our  much 
larger  fish:  — 

"  My  friend  handed  the  rod  back  to  me  with  a 
saddened  air,  and  after  landing  and  returning  an 
undersized  ti'out,  our  attention  was  directed  to 
what  was  evidently  a  good  fish  rising  in  a  quiet 
smooth  patch  between  two  heavy  runs.  Some 
little  preliminary  study  of  the  position  was  neces- 
sary, because  it  is  never  easy  to  float  a  fly  over  such 
a  place  without  drag.    Once  settled  down  at  the 
right  place,  and  fishing  with  a  very  slack  line,  the 
Olive  was  seen  travelling  steadily,  quite  dry  and 
cocked,  over  the  feeding  fish.  The  typical  deliberate 
rise  of  a  large  Test  fish  followed,  and  the  equally 
typical  slow,  steady  strike  drove  the  hook  well 
home.    Instantly,  and  without  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion, the  trout  went  forty  yards  upstream,  turned 
to  the  right,  to  the  left,  up,  down,  across,  and  at 
each  check  tried  its  hardest  to  get  into  the  weeds. 
Never  for  a  second  did  it  stop  or  give  the  fisherman 
an  instant  for  consideration.    Each  time  I  tried  to 
stop  it  or  turn  it  another  headlong  rush  took  line 
o£E  the  reel,  and  made  me  follow  the  fish  for  fear  of 
its  getting  out  of  hand.    My  plan  with  a  heavy 
trout  is  invariably  to  bully  it,  but  this  was  quite 
impossible,  as  the  harder  I  tried  to  hold  it  the 
faster  it  ran.    Never  do  I  remember  to  have  seen 
a  trout  tear  about  in  the  mad  way  that  this  one 
did,  and  gradually  we  worked  some  eighty  or  a 
hundred  yards  below  the  point  where  it  was  hooked. 
All  this  time  the  fish  was  above  the  fisherman, 
but  suddenly  it   tore  down   over  some  rough 
boulders,  forming  a  kind  of  weir  about  6in.  under 
the  surface.    Once   more  I   got   below  it,  and 
thouglit  that  it  must  soon  give  in.    Another  rush 


down  stream,  and  I  found  myself  a  short  distance 
above  a  place  where  it  was  not  possible  to  follow 
the  fish  lower  down  owing  to  the  presence  of  a 
large  tree  leaning  over  the  water — the  trunk  of  the 
tree  was  too  large  to  be  able  to  pass  the  rod  round 
it  even  with  the  keeper's  assistance,  and  the  depth 
of  the  water,  quite  6ft.,  rendered  it  undesirable, 
even  dangerous,  to  try  wading  in  so  strong  a 
current.  Once  I  managed  to  get  the  trout  up  to 
the  bank  just  above  the  tree  trunk,  but  instantly 
it  dashed  down  again,  and  the  keeper  with  the  net 
below  the  tree  could  not  quite  reach  it.  We  could 
all  see  the  fish  for  a  few  seconds,  a  perfect  specimen 
of  about  3lb.  in  weight,  but,  alas !  back  came  the 
hook  and  we  were  beaten. 

"  Larger  trout  I  have  often  killed,  a  free  running 
19 Jib.  salmon  on  the  Tweed  and  a  large  male  of 
341b.  on  the  Spoan,  besides,  of  course,  many 
others,  but  never  have  I  seen  a  fish  to  approach  in 
activity  and  speed  this  Test  trout,  which  certainly 
for  at  least  seven  minutes  tore  backwards  and 
forwards  at  its  top  speed  without  a  single  check, 
and  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  it  deserved  its 
liberty.  The  rest  of  the  day's  doings  are  soon 
told.  A  pretty  trout  of  IJlb.  gave  me  another 
good  run,  and  was  killed  just  above  the  tree  where 
the  big  one  was  lost,  and  this,  with  a  somewhat 
smaller  one,  served  to  make  up  a  brace  for  my 
friend's  breakfast  the  next  morning." 

Sad  Death  of  Mr.  T.  Wentworth  Falconer. 

It  will  be  with  deepest  regret  that  many  anglers 
and  other  of  his  friends  will  hear  of  the  death,  by 
accident,  of  that  good  angler  and  popular  gentle- 
man, Mr.  T.  Wentworth  Falconer.  It  made  me 
sad  to  get  the  following  note  from  Mr.  Percy 
Wadham  on  Thursday  morning:  — 

"  You  will  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  T.  Wentworth 
Falconer,  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  while 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  the  trout  fishing  at  Caris- 
brooke,  caught  his  foot  in  the  carpet  or  some- 
thing or  other  in  the  room  of  the  hotel,  and  in 
faUing  knocked  over  a  chair,  unfortunately  run- 
ning the  leg  of  it  into  his  stomach,  causing  such 
internal  injuries  that  he  died  the  next  day.  We 
shall  sadly  miss  him  here.  He  was  a  good  sports- 
man, and  very  keen  on  the  dry  fly,  he  having 
already  grassed  150  rainbow  and  brown  trout  this 
season.  The  late  Mr.  Falconer  gave  the  Associa- 
tion 150,000  May  Fly  eggs,  which  we  planted  last 
year,  but  unfortunately  be  will  not  be  with  us  next 
June  to  see  the  result  of  the  experiment.  The 
inquest  was  this  afternoon  (June  13)." 

Mr.  Falconer  had  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

International  Sports  Exhibition  in  Berlin,  1907. 

Under  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  the 
German  Empire  an  International  Sports  Exhibition 
will  be  held  in  Berlin  from  April  20  to  May  .5,  1907. 
Angling  of  all  kinds  is  to  be  represented.  Further 
particulars  can  be  had  by  addressing  the  Secretary 
of  the  German  Sports  Union,  23,  Mittelstrasse, 
Berlin,  N.W. 

A  New  Work  on  "Salmon-Fishing." 

Since  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson  published  his'  very 
interesting  book  on  "  Trout-Fishing,"  he  has  been 
engaged  on  a  companion  volume  on  "Salmon- 
Fishing."  It  is  now  passing  through  the  press, 
and  will  be  issued  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  by 
Messrs.  Adam  and  Charles  Black.  The  elusive 
habits  and  moods  of  the  largest  and  gamest  of 
British  sporting  fishes,  as  well  as  the  peculiarities 
of  appetite  and  impulse  which  distinguish  it  from 
every  other  fish,  are  the  source  of  many  fascinating 
problems.  These,  a.<  related  to  the  craft  of  catch- 
ing the  salmon  by  rod  and  line,  are  carefully  pre- 
sented and  discussed  in  the  work,  which,  like  its 
prototype,  wQl  include  reproductions  in  colour 
facsimile  of  all  the  best  salmon  flies,  as  well  as 
other  pictures  illustrating  the  sport  both  at  home 
and  in  other  portions  of  the  empire  over  the  sea. 

"  Glanrhos  "  Speaks  Very  Highly  of  Mr.  Whitty's 
New  Spinning  Rod. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  canes  imported  from 
India  come  to  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Henry  Whitty, 
the  courteous  fishing  tackle  malier  and  practical 
fly  fisher  and  spinner,  of  15,  Basnett-street,  Liver- 
pool, has  excellent  opportunities  of  importing  the 
best  of  canes.  Recently  he  has  been  making  a  10ft. 
to  lift,  two-joint  cane  spinning  rod  of  a  cane  which 
is  not  mottled,  which  he  says  is  "  as  tough  as  whale- 


bone "  ;  he  fits  a  good  greenheart  top  to  it  with 
porcelain  rings,  and  it  is  not  only  light  and  powerful 
but  very  cheap.  Our  old  contributor,  "  Glanrhos," 
a  fine  amateur  salmon  angler  and  salmon  fly  maker, 
sent  Mr.  Whitty  this  unsolicited  testimonial  recently, 
and  I  am  glad  to  publish  it — especially  as  I  believe 
the  rod  will,  with  a  few  modifications,  be  most 
useful  for  pike  and  sea  anglers.  "  GlanrhoH " 
says : — 

"I  am  highly  pleased  with  the  whole  cane  spin- 
ning rod,  porcelain  rings,  costing  15s.,  you  sent  me. 
I  have  had  some  very  heavy  fights  with  it  with 
salmon  lately,  and  find  it  has  stood  the  enormous 
strain  in  a  way  that  has  astonished  me.  I  had  on 
one,  a  301b.  fish,  that  was  making  for  dangerous 
snags,  and  nothing  could  have  saved  him  if  he  had 
got  there,  and  twice  I  turned  this  fish  from  that 
refuge  by  main  force ;  I  lost  the  fish  afterwards 
through  an  accident  with  my  reel,  but  this  was  no 
fault  of  the  rod.  I  look  on  these  rods  for  either 
spinning  or  trolling  as  the  handiest  and  best  of 
their  class  I  have  seen,  and  the  material  and  work 
are  excellent.  Make  me  another  rod  with  two  green- 
heart  tops,  at  the  pric('  you  quote,  very  l)est 
finish,  25s." 

Forty-six  inch  Jap  Gut. 

Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom  (of  Manchester),  the  gut  mer- 
chant and  expert,  sends  me  a  hank  of  coarse  Japa- 
nese gut,  46in.  in  length.  It  is  almost  useless  for 
fishing  purposes,  being  coarse,  and  wanting  in 
strength.  It  might  do  for  making  cheap  paste- 
brushes  in  place  of  bristles,  though  I  doubt  its 
value  even  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Ramsbottom 
says : — 

"  A  Japanese  customer  sends  me  a  sample  of 
what  he  calls  his  extra-fine  unbleached  gut.  Imagine 
how  our  trout  would  increase  in  numbers  if  anglers 
were  compelled  to  use  this  stuft' !  I  have  told  our 
'  Jap  '  friend  that  the  education  of  their  fishes  has 
been  much  neglected,  and  sent  him  some  3x  un- 
drawn and  6x  drawn  to  look  at." 

Would  the  "Alerte"  Hook  have  Hooked  Them? 

At  Whitsuntide  I  had  a  day  or  two  of  delightful 
May  Fly  fishing  on  the  Windrush  with  Mr.  Emery. 
I  did  not  fish  very  hard,  and  I  did  not  get  many 
trout,  but  between  us  we  had  some  fine  fish — my 
best  was  only  an  ounce  or  two  under  31b.,  and  Mr. 
Emery  had  one  over  S^-lb.  There  was  very  litl4e 
fly  on  and  it  was  unusually  dark  in  colour — at 
least,  unusually  dark  to  me.  There  were  very  few 
trout  feeding,  but  one  day  I  marked  three  heavy 
fish,  all  bankers,  quietly  sucking  in  flies  which 
came  within  3in.  of  the  bank,  and  rarely  con- 
descending to  go  more  than  3in.  or  4in.  away 
for  a  fly.  They  had  all  been  tried  before,  but  I 
managed  to  get  a  real  good  rise  out  of  each — one 
that  meant  business  ;  and  then,  after  striking,  held 
the  fish  for  just  long  enough  to  see  that  it  was  all 
31b. — one  was  over  41b. — and  then  the  fly  came 
away.  I  then  examined  the  fly  carefully  and 
could  find  nothing  wrong,  except  that  the  body 
was  dressed  a  bit  too  low  down  on  the  shank,  and 
the  gape  of  the  hook  was  a  bit  too  narrow,  and  not 
snecked  at  all.  I  must  say  I  like  for  trout  hooks 
to  have  the  point  with  a  bit  of  a  side  twist. 
Probably  if  I  had  been  using  a  hook  with  wider 
gape,  and  not  filled  up  with  hackle  and  body,  I 
should  have  had  a  brace  and  a  half  of  grand  trout, 
weighing  over  lOlb.,  as  I  was  using  an  unbleached 
fine  May  Fly  cast  which  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  had  sent 
me.  slightly  stained,  and  strong  enough  to  kill  a 
salmon  on.  On  another  page  I  have  referred  to 
Messrs.  Wyers'  tandem  double- barbed  hooks,  and 
am  inclined  to  think  one  of  those  might  have  held 
these  fish,  but  not  if  the  gape,  etc.,  were  the  same. 

R.  B.  M.*.RSTON. 


The  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  announce  summer  excursions  from 
Euston,  Kensington,  Broad-street,  Victoria,  Wool- 
wich, Greenwich,  and  other  London  stations:  To 
Ireland  every  Thursday  during  July,  August  and 
September  ;  to  Scotland  every  Friday  night  during 
July,  August  and  September ;  to  North  Wah's 
(Cambrian  line),  the  English  Lake  District,  Blac  k- 
pool, etc. ,  every  Friday  night  until  end  of  September. 
Special  arrangements  for  the  week  preceding 
August  Bank  Holiday ;  to  Isle  of  Man  every 
Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning.  A  pamphlet 
containing  full  particulars  can  be  obtained  at  any 
of  the  company's  stations  or  town  offices,  or  by 
writing  to  the  inquiry  office  at  Euston  Station,  N.W. 
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FKOM  THE  CATALOGUE  OF 
WALBRAN,  LTD.,  LEEDS. 


Mr.  F.  il.  Walbean,  of  38a,  Wellington-street, 
Leeds,  practical  angler  and  fishing  tackle  maker, 
sends  me  a  very  attractively  produced  little 
"Supplementary  List  for  190G,"  as  well  as  the 


joint  by  ■whipping  with  a  bit  of  waxed  thread,  and 
is  made  in  three  sizes  for  trout,  for  pike,  and  for 
sea  fishing.  The  "Harbottle"  Drop  Minnow 
Tackle  and  the  "  Bibby "  Worm  Tackle  are  very 
highly  spoken  of  by  Messrs.  Wal  bran's  customers. 
The  illustrations  of  enchanting  views  on  Mr. 
Walbran's  favourite  rivers,  the  Yore  and  the  Eden, 
are  also  from  the  useful  i  and  well  got  up  supple- 
mentary guide.  R.  B.  M. 


kinds  of  coarse  fish  ;  speaking  broadly,  and  sup- 
posing that  all  these  fish  must  be  embraced  in  one 
such  provision,  the  present  close  time  is  perhaps 
not  wholly  unsatisfactory,  but  the  question  is  well 
worthy  of  debate,  should  all  coarse  fish  be  classed 
in  one  category,  why  should  a  regulation  for  the 
benefit  of  pike  necessarily  affect  the  quest  for 
tench  ? 

In  olden  times  every  month  of  the  year  brought 


The  "Habbottle"  Drop  Minnow  Tackle. 


The  "Lilliput"  Spinner. 


On  the  Eden;  The  Cobby  Castle  Water, 
(From  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran's  Catalogue.) 


(From  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran's  Catalogue.)  The  "  'Walbran  "  Sea  Gaff. 


firm's  general  catalogue,  which  has  already  been 
favourably  noticed  in  the  Fishinrj  Gazette.  It  is 
one  of  the  handiest  and  most  practical  and  simple 
price  lists  I  know,  and  is  fully  illustrated.  Among 
the  novelties  or  improvements  are  the  "  Walbran  " 
sea-fishing  gaff:  this  ha^  a  strong  handle  three  feet 
in  length,  a  leather  guard  to  the  gaff,  a  weighted 
knob  at  the  end  which  imscrews,  and  is  then  found 
to  have  a  very  useful  di.sgorger  attached  to  it. 
The  "Walbran  Hold-all  is  intended  for  holding 
waders,  brogues,  socks,  macintosh,  etc.  ;  it  is 
waterproof  and  made  of  the  strongest  brown  duck, 
bound  with  leather,  and  contains  pockets  for  fly-  j 
books,  reels,  etc.  The  "Schumacher"  Swivel  End  ' 
Ring  is  the  latest  and,  in  some  respects,  best  I 
form  of  the  pulley  end  ring  for  sea-rods ;  it  can  be 
very  firmly  attached  to  the  end  of  one's  stout  top  , 


COARSE  FISHING. 


SOME  DISADVANTAGES  OF  THE  CLOSE 
SEASON. 

Thousands  of  anglers  throughout  the  country 
are  looking  forward  to  June  15,  the  day  which  : 
marks  the  end  of  the  so-called  close  season.  Many 
an  angling  association  is  already  arranging  for  the 
due  and  proper  celebration  of  Saturday  next 
(June  16);  many  a  contest,  many  a  fishing  picnic, 
many  a  long  ramble  by  the  riverside  are  planned 
for  that  auspicious  day. 

This  seems  an  opportune  time  for  reopening  the 
old  question  as  to  utility  and  suitability  of  the 
close  season.  At  present  this  period  extends  from 
March  15  to  June  15,  and  id  supposed  to  include  all 


its  opportunities  and  its  delights  to  the  angler;  it 
makes  our  mouths  water  to  read  Walton's  luscious 
pages  in  April  and  May,  or  Salter's  famous  direc- 
tions for  fishing  in  every  month  of  the  year. 

Yet  the  close  season  has  certainly  justified  itself  ; 
it  is  necessary  that  fish  during  their  spawning  time 
should  not  be  unduly  d  isturbed — it  is  a  thousand 
pities  by  the  capture  of  one  fish  to  leave  its  mate 
widowed  at  the  time  it  is  about  to  repopulate  the 
water  ;  moreover,  just  after  spawning,  when  a  fish 
is  in  poor  condition,  it  is  worth  neither  the  hooking 
for  the  sport  nor  the  landing  for  the  table — even 
supposing  that  it  has  energy  enough  to  take  your 
bait.  On  these  grounds  no  sportsman  can  make 
any  complaint  against  a  close  time. 

But  "the  close  time"  is  another  matter.  T 
want  to  make  a  suggestion — let  us  have  a  classified 
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close  season;  for  Ipike  ij and perch,  the^  present 
arrangement  will  J  answer  well,  for,  unless  the 
weather  is  unusually  cold,  these  fish  begin  to 
spawn  towards  the  end  of  March,  at  any  rate,  in 
the  southern  counties. 

But  take  the  case  of  tench,  a  fish  with  habits 
much  resembling  those  of  an  eel ;  throughout  the 
cold  months  it  lies  as  low  as  "  Brer  Rabbit." 
Spending  its  time  in  lazy  dreams  on  the  soft 
couches  of  the  mud,  not  one  angler  in  a  hundred 
has  ever  hooked  a  tench  between  October  and 
March  15.  But  when  the  warm  days  of  May  raise 
the  temperature  of  the  water  the  tench  grows  into 
condition,  begins  to  stir  and  to  feed.  A  warm  misty 
evening  in  May  or  early  June  gives  the  ideal  con- 
ditions for  tench  fishing  ;  go  to  your  tench  pond 
after  a  thunderstorm  in  the  early  summer,  and  you 
will  easily  fill  your  basket  with  the  largest  of  the 
fish.  But  when  June  15  arrives  it  is  well  nigh 
time  to  give  the  tench  a  rest — they  are  mated  ;  they 
presently  spawn,  and  it  is  September  before  they 
are  again  in  condition,  and  if  the  autumn  days  are 
cold  the  tench  will  never  bite,  and  your  chance  is 
gone  for  the  year. 

Again,  take  the  case  of  the  roach,  a  fish  much 
better  known,  and  much  more  frequently  angled 
for  ;  many  enthusiastic  anglers  consider  roach  to  be 
one  of  the  best  fish  to  seek,  the  fineness  of  the 
tackle,  the  requisite  quickness  of  the  eye  and 
deftness  of  the  wrist  make  roach  fishing  a  tine 
art.  Moreover,  the  roach  is  widely  distributed,  is 
found  in  every  river  and  pond,  and  is  so  prolific 
that  a  shorter  close  season  than  three  months 
would  not  be  considered  unreasonable.  Roach 
spawn  in  May,  sometimes  not  even  until  June, 
they  are  in  the  best  condition  in  April ;  just  as  in 
the  River  Lea  pike  fishing  is  allowed  until 
March  31,  instead  of  March  15,  so  roach  fishing 
should  be  allowed  in  the  Thames  and  everywhere 
until  April  30. 

The  six  weeks'  extra  sport  thus  given  would  be 
a  valued  boon  to  many  a  London  fisherman,  and 
to  thousands  of  his  "  brothers  of  the  angle " 
throughout  the  country. 

Other  families  of  coarse  fish — such  as  bream, 
barbel,  chub,  carp  and  dace,  besides  the  smaller 
kinds — will  come  within  one  category  or  another, 
and  a  classified  close  seasoa  might  be  arranged  in 
something  like  the  following  order : — ■ 

March  15    Pike,  jack,  perch  and  eels. 

March  31   Barbel,  bream  and  chub. 

April  30  Roach,  rudd,  carp  and  dace. 

June    15   Tench. 

In  some  cases,  as.  for  example,  tench  and  eels,  a 
close  season  need  not  be  so  long  as  three  months. 

One  practical  difficulty  has  not  been  considered 
— the  actual  enforcement  of  a  classified  close  time 
would  be  very  difficult  indeed.  An  angler  fishing 
for  tench  might  land  a  perch,  but  here  let  us  give 
credit  and  confidence  to  the  sportsmanship  of  the 
angler.  E.  V.  W. 

[The  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  was  of  necessity 
only  a  compromise  ;  all  that  "E.  V.  W."  says  was 
pointed  out  at  tlie  time  when  the  meetings  of 
anglers  who  got  the  Acts  passed  were  being  held 
nearly  thirty  years  ago.  Anglers  saw  they  would 
have  to  put  up  with  some  curtailment  of  fair 
sport  just  because  to  legislate  so  as  to  protect  each 
fish  only  in  its  spawning  season  was  not  possible — at 
least,  not  practicable.  Although  I  saw  thousands 
of  roach  spawning  at  Whitsuntide,  I  fancy  the 
operation  is  over  everywhere  by  June  16. — Ed.] 


GROUND  MACKEREL 
FISHING. 


[Fkom    the    revised  edition 
pisheeman,"  by  tub  late  j. 


OF    "  The  Sea- 

C.  WiLCOCKS.] 


"THE  SILVEKY  THAMES." 


A  GBEAT  many  books  have  been  published 
about  the  Thames,  but  all  lovers  of  the  noble 
river  will,  we  think,  welcome  a  new  one  in  which 
we  have  its  beauties  displayed  in  sixty-four  full- 
page  drawings  in  colour  by  Ernest  W.  Haslehust, 
with  descriptive  text  by  Walter  Jerrold.  Those  to 
whom  yellow  is  an  objectionable  colour  may  think 
there  is  a  little  too  much  of  it  in  one  or  two  of 
Mr.  Haslehust's  views,  but  we  confess  we  prefer 
his  pictures  of  Thames  scenery  to  any  in  colour 
that  we  have  ever  seen.  He  loves  a  sunlit  scene, 
and  so,  we  think,  do  most  people.  The  repro- 
ductions appear  to  be  extremely  successful,  and 
give  more  the  idea  of  originals  than  copies  generally 
do.  There  are  some  clever  black-and-white  text 
illustrations.  The  publishers  are  Messrs.  Alfred 
Cooke,  Ltd.,  of  Leeds  and  London. 


{Continued  from  page  368.) 

It  is  the  habit  of  mackerel,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  and  through  the  autumn,  to  feed  much 
at  the  bottom,  or,  as  fishermen  term  it,  "  to  strike 
the  ground." 

Ground  fishing  for  mackerel  is  quite  an  institution 
in  Plymouth  Sound,  and  two  men  usually  fish  sitting 
down  in  each  boat,  one  at  the  stern,  the  other  at 
the  bow,  a  line  in  each  hand.  It  is  followed  from 
the  middle  of  July  until  October.  Fifty  to  eighty 
boats  may  be  seen  thus  occupied,  and  many  himdred 
dozens  of  mackerel  are  thus  caught  in  a  day. 

For  whiffing  the  ordinary  tackle  and  bait 
used  is  not  fitted  for  their  capture  under  these 
circumstances,  and  a  special  arrangement  is  neces- 
sary.   This  ground  fisliing  for  mackerel  is  chiefly 


The  Nossil-Cock,  ob  Fisherman's  Spinning  Machine, 


followed  where  there  is  very  little  or  no  tide,  and 
leads  of  either  the  pipe  or  boat  shape  may  be  used, 
the  latter  having  a  horsehair  loop  or  stifiener  pro- 
jecting from  each  end,  not  less  than  half  the  length 
of  the  lead  itself.  To  this  add  a  trace  of  four  feet 
of  gimp  or  triple-twisted  gut,  with  two  lengths  of 
selected  single  gut  for  the  hook  link,  and  a  hook 
size  No.  10.  The  bait  in  general  use  for  this 
ground  fishing  is  a  piece  of  pilchard,  pilchard 
gut,  or  squid.  To  prepare  a  pilchard  for  bait, 
remove  the  scales  without  damage  to  the  skin, 
which  requires  some  care,  score  it  across  diagonally 
with  a  very  sharp  knife  or  an  old  razor,  at  not 
quite  half-inch  intervals,  pass  the  knife  underneath, 
and  remove  the  pieces,  which  should  be  cut  as  thin 
as  possible.  Squid  is  often  used  together  with 
pilchard,  and  should  be  cut  of  a  dagger  form,  and 
only  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Hook  on 
the  squid  first,  the  large  end  uppermost,  and  then 
the  piece  of  pilchard,  placing  the  silver  side  outer- 
most. Soimd  the  bottom,  and  raise  the  lead  suffi- 
ciently to  keep  the  bait  just  off  the  ground.  Small 
mussels  are  quite  as  killing  as  pilchard  for  this 
method  of  fishing,  but  this  is  little  known.  Living 
sand-eels  are  also  excellent  bait.    In  a  tideway  the 


light  drift-lines  with  pipe-leads  answer  with  anylof 
the  above-named  baits.  It  is  best  by  jerking  the 
line  to  keep  the  bait  in  constant  motion,  which  is 
termed  "  bobbing."  For  want  of  a  squid  or  cuttle, 
use  a  slip  of  parchment. 

A  Day  with  "the  Mackerel. 

"  There  is  not  on  sea  or  river  (always  excepting 
salmon  fishing)  any  sport  comparable  to  this 
delightful  amusement  He  who  has  experienced 
the  glowing  sensations  of  sailing  on  the  Western 
Ocean,  a  bright  autumnal  sky  above,  a  deep  green 
lucid  swell  around,  a  steady  breeze,  and  as  much  of 
it  as  the  hooker  can  stand  up  to,  will  estimate  the 
exquisite  enjoyment  our  morning's  mackerel  fishing 
afforded."  Thus  far  the  author  of  "  Wild  Sports 
of  the  West." 

It  was  on  a  fine  morning  in  the  month  of  July 
that  I  determined  on  a  day's  hook  and  line  mackerel 
fishing,  or,  as  it  is  not  imfrequently  termed,  reeling 
or  trailing.  The  weather  was  fine,  yet  cloudy, 
whilst  a  pleasant  breeze  from  the  east,  increasing 
as  the  sun  approached  the  meridian,  rippled  the 
previously  mirror-like  surface  of  the  summer  sea. 

The  easterly  wind  has  this  frequent 
peculiarity,  that  it  increases  until  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  day,  or  a  little  later, 
and  sinks  to  rest  with  the  declining 
sun.  The  locality  is  an  open  beach  of 
pebbly  shingle,  terminated  at  its 
eastern  extremity  by  a  cliff,  immediately 
imder  which  there  falls  into  the  sea  a 
small  river,  whose  entrance  is  so  barred 
with  shingle  that  it  is  closed  to  even 
the  smallest  boat,  aye,  even  to  a 
salmon,  for  nine  hours  out  of  twelve. 
Anything  like  a  boat  of  tonnage  cannot, 
of  course,  under  such  circumstances, 
be  made  use  of,  as  the  harbour  being 
so  frequently  inaccessible  from  the  sea, 
and  the  sea  from  the  harbour,  the  craft, 
although  afloat  in  ten  feet  at  low  water 
inside  the  entrance,  must  there  remain 
like  a  book  in  a  glazed  case,  often  looked 
at  but  very  little  used.  I  therefore 
owned  a  boat  of  such  a  size  as  could 
be  beached  at  any  time  of  tide,  and 
hauled  up  by  aid  of  a  block  or  a  small 
capstan  at  the  top  of  the  beach. 
h  It  chanced,  however,  that  the  day 
in  question  was  one  of  those  red-letter 
days,  so  few  and  far  between,  the 
weather  being  sufficiently  settled  to 
moor  off  or  keep  my  little  craft  at 
anchor  from  the  previous  day.  Yes,  it 
was  indeed  a  dies  dierum,  for  none  of 
that  carrying  down  of  ballast  was  to 
be  done,  the  ordinary  accompaniment 
of  boating  from  an  open  beach,  with 
possibly  the  addition  of  a  wetting  to 
the  waist  in  launching  from  the  open 
shore,  and  the  remaining  afterwards 
wet  during  the  trip,  a  most  undesirable 
state  of  things,  and  certainly  prejudicial 
to  health  in  the  long  run  if  often  re- 
peated, notwithstanding  many  asser- 
tions I  have  heard  to  the  contrary 

My  boat  was  not  a  large  one,  for 
the  reasons  above  stated,  being  scarce 
fifteen  feet  over  all,  with  a  beam 
of' oft.  8in.,  elm  plank,  and  clench-built,  with  little 
rise^of  floor,  and  a  keel  not  exceeding  five  inches 
deepj^being  as  much  as  I  could  venture  to  put  on 
her  without  crippling  the  garboard  strakes  in 
beaching — that  is  to  say,  the  two  first  planks  fitted 
and  rabbeted  into  the  keel.  As  our  destination  was 
about  two  miles  to  windward,  and  it  is  especially 
desirable  in  a  beach-boat  to  take  advantage  of  a 
favourable  tide,  we  got  imder  weigh  an  hour  and  a 
half  after  high  water,  so  as  to  carry  the  remainder 
of  the  flood-tide  with  us  for  another  hour  and  a 
half,  by  which  time,  if  the  wind  held,  we  should 
fetch  well  into  the  bay  to  windward,  and  be  ready 
for  the  fish  at  the  breaking  away  of  the  ebb  three 
hours  after  high  water,  until  which  time  the  eastern 
or  flood-stream  continues  to  run,  notwithstanding 
the  perpendicular  fall  of  the  water  to  half-tide  level. 
We  made  a  long  board  into  the  offing  to  keep  the 
strength  of  the  stream,  and  on  going  about  found 
the  western  horn  of  the  bay  well  imder  otir  lee,  and 
that  with  the  remainder  of  the  flood  under  foot  we 
should  fetch  well  to  windward  of  our  fishing-ground. 

As  we  were,  therefore,  quite  at  ease  with  regard 
to  reaching  the  desired  locaUty,  I  ordered  the  old 
pensioner  by  whom  I  was  accompanied  to  put  the 
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lines  in  requisition,  which  -were  four  in  number  and 
fitted  with  sugar-loaf  leads,  two  with  leads  of  one 
pound  each  for  either  quarter,  and  two  others  with 
leads  of  two  pounds  weight  in  front  of  them  ;  seven 
fathoms  of  Ime  for  the  two-pound  leads,  and  nine 
for  those  of  one  pound,  with  two  and  a  half  fathoms 
of  snood  attached  to  a  revolving  chopst.ick  for  the 
two  pounders,  and  tliree  fathoms  for  the  one- 
pounders.  Two-thirds  of  the  snood  of  fine  hemp,  the 
remainder  of  fine  silk  line,  or  of  the  yellow  sills  kno\vn 
as  barber's  t'wist,  used  by  shoemakers  in  sewing 
upper  leathers. 

ThLs  is  a  corruption  of  "  Barbour,"  the  name  of  a 
manufacturing  firm  near  Belfast,  who  must  pardon 
the  liberty  taken  by  the  fishermen  with  their 
patronymic. 

We  had  not  attained  to  the  refinement  of  three 
lengths  of  salmon  gut  for  the  hook,  or  that  of  the 
double  Bridport  snooding  for  lines  and  snoods,  but 
for  lines  used  rather  a  fine  three-stranded  whiting 
line,  or  else  a  double  twine  line  of  home  manufacture, 
spun  up  in  six  feet  nossils  (a  nossil  is  a  length  of 
snood  spun  up  by  aid  of  the  nossil-cock,  a  fisherman's 
spinning  machine  ;  the  length  of  snood  determined 
by  its  height  from  the  ground — see  illustration), 
and  spliced  together  to  give  the  requisite  length 
according  to  the  practice  of  my  late  old  friend, 
Joseph  Gibbs,  of  Budleigh  Salterton,  and  other 
natives  of  the  fishing  village  of  Beer,  in  Devon. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  hook-link  was  fine, 
although  not  equal  to  gut,  and  excited  the  admira- 
tion of  old  John,  who,  as  he  unwoimd  the  snood,  or 
sid,  as  he  called  it,  exclaimed,  "  That  there  gare 
(gear  or  tackle),  sir,  is  vine  enough  to  catch  any  vish 
in  the  say  (sea)  " — "f  "  being  commonly  changed  into 
"  V  "  in  the  parlance  of  the  S.W.  coast.  Fine  enough 
I  believe  such  snood  to  be  ;  but  I  prefer  gut,  as 
free  from  that  tendency  to  foul  characteristic  of 
wet  silk,  especially  when  spun  very  fine. 

(To  he  continued.) 


GEILSE  "LIES"  AND  LUEES. 


The  grilse  is  the  most  rapid  fish  that  swims. 
When  it  leaves  the  sea  there  is  no  stop  nor  stay  till 
it  is  well  inland,  some  fifteen,  twenty,  or  even 
thirty  miles,  as  the  temperature  and  volume  of 
water  suit.  Hence  it  is  that  the  "  first  blood  "  of 
the  grilse  season  is  often  got  in  the  mid-reaches,  as 
was  the  case  the  other  day  on  the  Spey,  the  week 
before  that  on  the  Dee,  and  on  Thursday  last  (June  7) 
on  the  Don.  The  lithe  little  beauties  breasting  the 
heavier  tidal  waters  slip  into  the  main  stream,  and 
free  of  the  trammels  of  the  commercial  netter  head 
for  the  upper  waters  of  the  river  of  their  choice, 
and  never  rest  nor  tarry  till  they  have  reached  their 
accustomed  "lie,"  where  the  first  halt  is  made  and 
a  brief  breathing  space  enjoyed.  Brief  it  is,  for 
soon  they  are  up  and  at  it  again,  till  they  disperse 
and  disappear  in  the  side  streams  of  the  valleys 
above. 

The  grilse  "  lies  "  are  all  well  marked.  There  is 
not  a  side  stream  of  any  importance  on  any  single 
river  but  has  its  "  lie  "  or  grilse-pot  at  the  mouth, 
and  there,  in  the  early  morning  or  again  late  at 
night,  is  the  deadly  time  for  a  rise  when  grilse  are 
about.  It  may  be  the  tail-end  of  a  salmon  pool,  the 
flat  between  two  currents,  or  the  neck  of  the  pool 
altogether  ;  but  the  "  lie  ''  is  as  well  known  by  the 
practised  eye  as  the  salmon  pool  itself,  and  it  is 
there  the  grilse  are  sought  for  and  are  certain  to 
be  found.  When  the  grilse  leave  the  briny  they 
are  of  the  brightest  of  silver,  and  this  colour  they 
retain  for  a  longer  time  than  most  matured  fish, 
and  still  have  the  silver  sheen  long  after  the  sea- 
trout  have  turned  brown. 

There  is  not  a  side  stream  but  what  they 
examine,  entering  and  even  running  up  a  short 
distance  and  then  returning  if  it  is  not  found 
suitable.  The  temperature  is  the  great  ruling 
factor  which  determines  their  taking  to  the  minor 
side  stream,  and  this  thsy  do  when  it  is  colder 
than  the  main  stream,  which  if  mountain  fed  it 
usually  is  towards  the  end  of  June  and  through 
July  and  August. 

The  grilse  swim  at  an  average  speed  of  two 
miles  an  hour,  and  mostly  during  the  darkness  of 
the  night  and  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  they 
can  be  heard  splashing  and  tumbling  about  in 
their  efforts  to  speed  on.  They  are  very  susceptible 
to  almost  any  lure  that  will  kill  a  salmon  or  a 
trout,  and  will  take  almost  any  fly — from  a  tiny 
Clnat  to  an  inch  and  a  half  Gordon,  as  the  case 
may  be.  G.  M. 


SOME  ITEMS  FKOM  THE  LIST 
OF  MESSES.  WYEES  FEEEES,  OF 
PAEIS  AND  EEDDITCH. 

I  HAVE  pleasure  in  givmg  illustrations  and 
descriptions  of  some  of  the  inventions  of  French 
anglers  and  other  things  in  the  handsome  illus- 
trated catalogue  of  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres,  of  Paris 
and  Redditch.  The  full  catalogue  can,  I  believe, 
be  had  by  writing  to  the  manager,  Mr.  Albert 
Smith,  Continental  Works,  Redditch.  Personally, 
I  am  not  a  great  beUever  in  quadruple  multiplier 
reels  with  all  kinds  of  dodges  for  putting  the 
spindle  out  of  gear,  out  of  check,  for  stopping  it 
with  levers,  etc.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
"  Chavagnac"  reel,  of  which  an  illustration  is 
given,  enables  an  angler  to  do  all  that  Messrs. 
Wyers  claim  for  it,  it  should  be  well  worth  the 


practically  winds  up  the  line  as  quickly  as  a  multi- 
plier ;  it  can  be  used  with  or  without  check,  and  is 
so  constructed  that  the  spool  can  be  removed  from 
the  frame  without  the  use  of  any  tool  whatever, 
by  simply  loosening  the  thumbscrew  in  the  centre 
of  the  back  plate,  allowing  the  reel  to  come  apart 
and  exposing  the  wearing  parts  of  the  same,  which 
can  be  conveniently  cleaned  and  lubricated  at  any 
moment." 

Messrs.  Wyers  claim  for  their  "  Alerte  "  double 
barbed  hooks  that  "the  small  barb  enters  freely,  and 
prevents  the  fish  from  shaking  the  hook  out  before 
the  principal  barb  penetrates,  thus  saving  many 
fish.  The  hooking  qualities  of  the  'Alerte'  are 
unequalled.  Finest  hand  forged,  hollow  point  sneck 
bend,  with  double  barb;  wire  hammered  flat,  to 
give  greater  strength  where  most  needed  ;  perfectly 
tempered ;  bronze  finish,  or  can  be  supplied  bright 
if  required,  also  eyed  and  specially  mounted  for 
sea  fishing." 


The  "  Chavagnac  "  Casting  Reel. 
Price  £3. 


Wyebb'  "  Peince  "  Dey-Ply  Reel. 


"ALERTE" 
See  THE  Point??? 


trouble  of  mastering.  In  the  catalogue  are  given 
two  or  three  pages  of  illustrated  directions  showing 
how  this  is  to  be  done. 

The  "Chavagnac"  Casting  Reel.    Price  £3. 

"This  new  reel  reminds  one  a  little  of  the 
American  system,  but  differs  considerably  in  the 
manner  it  is  controlled,  also  by  the  absolutely 
independent  free  running  of  the  spool  when  casting, 
which,  nevertheless,  responds  automatically  at  the 
first  turn  of  the  handle  when  winding  in.  With  the 
American  reels  one  is  forced  to  use  the  thumb  as  a 
brake  ;  with  the  '  Nottingham '  the  finger  or  thumb, 
as  the  case  may  be ;  but  with  the  '  Chavagnac  '  the 
spool  is  controlled  by  the  lever  brake  on  the  left  of 
reel,  and  which  is  found  quite  naturally  under  the 
thumb  of  the  right  hand  when  grasping  the  handle 
of  rod.  This  reel  is  a  quadruple  multiplier,  the 
frame  being  made  of  a  special  tough  metal,  and  the 
spool  of  hardened  aluminium  of  exceptional  strength  I 
and  lightness." 

As  a  contrast  to  the  "  Chavagnac,"  I  give  next 
Wyers'  New  Patent  Contracted  "  Prince  "  reel  for 
dry-fly  fishing,  which  is  certainly  one  of  the  best 
and  simplest  fly-fishing  reels  I  have  ever  seen — in 
fact,  all  that  it  wants  is  being  made  also  with  a 
good  adjustable  silent  check.  I  have  had  all  my 
fly-fishing  reels  made  with  silent  check  for  many  j 
years. 

"  The  '  Prince '  reel  is  our  '  special  pattern  quick  [ 
winding.'     The  drum  being  much  contracted,  it  | 


There  is,  of  course,  no  novelty  in  hooks  with 
double  or  treble  barbs.  At  the  1883  London 
Fisheries  Exhibition  some  were  exhibited,  but  I 
think  that  there  is  a  novelty  in  the  position  of  the 
barbs — tandem  fashion,  as  in  Messrs.  Wyers' 
"  Alerte  "  hooks,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  it  is  not 
a  good  idea.  R.  B.  M. 


SPLIT-CANE   V.  GEEENHEAET. 


The  following  article  appeared  originally  in  the 
Indian  Field,  and  was  quoted  by  the  New  York 
Shooting  and  Fishing,  from  which  I  got  it — so  it 
has  now  been  published  in  Asia,  America,  and 
Europe.  I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  so  highly 
spoken  of  by  "  Fleur-de-Lys,"  though  I  do  not 
agree  with  Mj.  Tod's  views  as  to  the  superiority  of 
the  Scottish  type  of  rod — especially  for  dry-fly 
fishing.— R.  B.  M. 

Lately,  in  some  of  the  English  sporting  papers, 
correspondents  have  expressed  doubts  as  to  the 
modern  split-cane  rods  possessing  any  superiority 
over  greenheart.  It  must  have  occurred  to  the 
thinking  angler  that  the  combination  of  steel  with 
bamboo  cannot  be  scientifically  sound,  seeing  that 
the  elasticity  and  speed  of  recovery  of  steel  and 
cane  differ  so  widely.  When  a  steel  rod  is  worked 
into  the  centre  of  a  glued  up  rod,  it  stands  to 
reason  that  there  must  be  a  continual  effort  going 
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on  for  the  wood  and  metal  to  part  company.  So 
far  there  has  been  a  general  belief  that  steel 
centred  cane  built  rods  are  practically  indestruc- 
tible, but  a  correspondent  in  an  English  paper 
relates  how  these  rods  occasionally  break  their 
middle  joints  when  casting;  such  an  accident,  of 
course,  puts  a  rod  permanently  out  of  action,  as 
glued  up  rods  can  only  be  repaired  by  skilled 
workmen.  I  have  never  known  a  greenheart  rod 
to  break  one  of  its  lower  joints  when  casting ;  in 
fact,  if  an  accident  happens,  it  is  almost  invariably 
the  top  which  comes  to  grief,  and  as  most  rods 
have  spare  tops,  this  is  not  a  very  serious  matter. 
Moreover,  if  the  angler  is  any  way  handy  with  his 
fingers,  he  can  splice  a  wooden  rod  wherever  the 
break  is,  and  so  soon  have  it  serviceable  again.  I 
fancy  the  powers  of  the  split  cane  have  been  a  good 
deal  exaggerated  ;  certainly  it  is  only  under  very 
special  circumstances,  such  as  casting  a  heavy  line 
into  the  teeth  of  a  strong  wind,  that  the  glued 
up  rod  shows  any  marked  superiority  over 
greenheart. 

Dry-fly  fishermen,  as  a  rule,  prefer  cane,  as  they 
are  thus  enabled  to  use  those  extremely  heavy 
tapered  lines,  which  alone  make  accurate  casting 
possible  in  an  unfavourable  wind.  The  ability  also 
to  make  very  long  casts  is  more  of  a  necessity  to 
the  dry-fly  man  than  to  the  wet-fly  fisher ;  and 
the  single-handed  cane  built  rod  of  ten  or  ten  and 
a  half  feet  is  certainly  better  capable  of  lifting 
and  delivering  a  long  heavy  line  than  a  greenheart 
of  similar  calibre. 

The  subject  of  built  versus  wooden  rods  is 
likely  to  give  rise  to  considerable  correspondence. 
We  shall,  thetefore,  no  doubt,  learn  soon  what 
anglers  in  general  think  of  the  rival  merits. 

In  a  late  book  on  angling,  "  Wet- Fly  Fishing," 
by  E.  M.  Tod,  cane-built  rods  are  dismissed  in  a 
very  few  words,  and  the  author  goes  on  to  say : — 
"  Rods  of  well-seasoned  and  suitable  wood  have 
served  me  well,  and  I  myself  require  none  other." 
This  shows  that  some  well-known  anglers  think 
built  rods  no  better  than  wood  ones. 

Generally  speaking,  Scotch  trout  fishers  use  an 
entirely  different  stamp  of  rod  to  that  of  southern 
fly-fishermen.  The  Scotch  rod  is  usually  thick  in 
the  lower  joint,  and  has  all  the  play  up  above;  the 
English  rod  is  fined  away  close  to  the  cork  grip, 
and  plays  right  down  to  the  hand. 

Personally,  I  consider  the  English  type  incom- 
parably superior ;  they  cast  so  charmingly,  and  the 
action  is  so  easy.  But  when  a  fisherman  of  Mr. 
Tod's  great  reputation  and  experience  condemns 
the  thin  butted  greenheart,  and  upholds  the  typical 
Scotch  rod,  with  its  thick  butt  and  weak  top,  one 
begins  to  wonder  who  is  right !  Mr.  Tod's  argu- 
ment against  rods  with  attenuated  butts  is  that 
delicacy  of  action  is  lost,  and  that  it  is  difficult 
therefore  to  use  fine  tackle. 

By  having  snake  rings  on  my  rods,  and  a  reel 
with  a  very  light  adjustable  check,  I  very  seldom 
come  to  grief  with  fish.  The  adjustable  check 
enables  me  to  always  strike  from  the  reel,  and  if 
perchance  I  do  strike  a  little  hard,  instead  of  the 
gut  breaking  and  leaving  the  fly  in  the  fish, 
the  reel  runs  out  a  turn  or  two  and  saves  the 
situation. 

Of  course,  the  fact  that  a  rod  is  fined  down  in 
the  butt,  and  plays  right  into  the  hand,  does  not 
imply  that  it  is  therefore  whippy  and  backbone- 
less.  To  my  mind  a  rod  should  be  a  bit  on  the 
stiff  side,  and  the  top  should  not  be  too  thin  and 
weak  at  the  tip.  Some  of  the  Irish  spliced  trout 
rods  are  far  too  whippy,  and  it  is  simply  heart- 
breaking trying  to  cast  against  the  wind  with  one 
of  this  kind. 

I  had  an  eleven-foot  spliced  washaba  rod  once 
which  had  actually  no  backbone  whatever.  I  had 
it  jointed,  and  shortened,  but  nothing  would  make 
it  right ;  so  in  despair  I  gave  it  away  and  bought 
something  stiffer.  A  too  pliable  rod  also  makes 
striking  slow,  and  though  this  does  not  matter  on 
a  loch  where  the  trout  are  deliberate  in  their  way 
of  taking  a  fly,  it  is  fatal  on  a  stream  where 
quick  striking  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Fletje-de-Lys. 


"  The  Gkeek  Gateway  :  A  Peep  into  the  Plant 
World,"  is  the  title  of  a  new  book  by  Mr.  Francis 
George  Heath,  the  first  volume  of  his  "  Nature's 
Doorstep  Series,"  fully  illustrated  "studies  of 
earth,  air  and  water "  for  young  people.  The 
Country  Press,  of  Kensington,  W.,  will  be  the 
publishers. 


OPENING  OF  THE  GENEBAL 
FISHING  SEASON. 

To-DAY  (June  16)  coarse-fishing  begins  on  the 
Thames,  Medway,  Aran,  Great  Ouse,  Wey,  Mole, 
and  many  other  southern  streams.  The  occasion 
has  been  eagerly  lookod  forward  to,  but  it  cannot 
be  said  that  the  prospects  for  the  opening  days  are 
particularly  bright,  for  after  the  long  spell  of  cold 
weather  which  prevailed  during  the  spring,  the 
spawning  season  of  some  kinds  of  fish  will  be 
backward  in  condition.  Roach,  for  instance,  have 
only  just  spawned,  and  should  really  not  be  fished 
for  for  a  month.  Barbel,  chub,  and  dace  will  be 
found  in  bettor  condition  at  the  commencement, 
so  that  anglers  would  be  well  advised  to  devote 
their  attention  to  thef<e  fish. 

All  rivers  have  been  running  in  fairly  good  con- 
dition, though  the  smaller  streams  would  be  greatly 
improved  by  a  few  gentle  showers  of  rain  so  as  to 
keep  a  good  colour  in  the  water.  During  the  past 
fortnight  the  Thames  has  contained  too  much 
colour,  but  the  water  has  now  cleared  and  should 
be  in  trim  for  angling  operations. 

The  Thames  undoubtedly  is  the  best  all-round 
angling  river  in  the  kingdom.  Every  reach  is  well 
stocked  with  all  kinds  of  fish,  and  notwithstanding 
the  ever-increasing  army  of  anglers,  who  take  a 
large  quantity  of  fish  every  season,  the  premier 
river  maintains  a  high  standard  of  excellence. 
During  the  summer  months  anglers  may  be  bothered 
by  the  boating  and  launch  traffic,  yet  many  quiet 
spots  can  be  fished  in  comfort  and  with  success. 
Large  numbers  of  barbel  are  to  be  seen  cleaning 
themselves  on  the  shallows  below  each  of  the 
Thames  weirs,  and,  providing  warm  weather 
prevails,  good  sport  may  be  had  early  in  the 
summer.  They  are  usually  caught  by  ledgering  or 
float  tackle  with  a  well-scoured  lobworm,  greaves, 
or  cheese  paste,  but  to  ensure  success  heavy  ground- 
baiting  beforehand  is  necessary.  Barbel  are  often 
taken  at  this  period  by  a  small  live-bait  in  the  weir 
pools,  and  only  a  few  days  ago  a  large  fish,  estimated 
to  weigh  between  81b.  and  9lb.,  was  hooked  at 
Shepperton  Weir  by  a  trout  angler. 

Chub  generally  are  in  a  feeding  humour  in  the 
early  season,  and  soon  come  into  good  condition. 
They  delight  in  the  sharp  streams,  and  should  be 
fished  for  under  the  boughs  and  overhanging  banks. 
Chub  rise  well  to  the  fly,  and  large  Red  and  Black 
Palmers,  Bumble  Bees,  and  White  Moths  (the 
latter  for  evening  use)  are  most  killing. 

The  bottom  fisherman  will  find  cherries,  boiled 
shrimps,  and  cheese  paste  excellent  baits,  and  if  he 
can  be  on  the  river  in  the  early  morning,  before  the 
launches  disturb  the  water,  a  really  nice  bag  of 
those  hard-fighting  fish  may  result.  The  metro- 
politan river  holds  a  splendid  head  of  "logger- 
heads" at  Hampton  Court,  Shepperton  Backwater, 
Penton  Hook,  Old  Windsor,  Great  Marlow,  Henley, 
and  Pangbourne.  Probably  the  biggest  chub  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Hampshire  Avon  at  Christchurch, 
though  many  fine  fish  have  their  haunts  in  the 
Great  Ouse  at  Huntingdon,  St.  Neots,  and  St.  Ives, 
and  in  the  Medway  at  East  Farleigh  and  Yalding. 
The  Wey  at  Byfleet  and  the  Mole  also  yield  good- 
sized  chub. 

Dace  swarm  in  the  Thames  tidal  water  in  the 
summer,  and  many  fly  fishers  obtain  capital  sport 
on  the  shallows  at  Isleworth.  The  Lea  opens 
to-day  (June  16)  for  dace  fishing,  and  good  sport 
can  be  had  at  Broxbourne,  St.  Margaret's,  Ware, 
and  in  the  Beane  tributary  at  Hertford. 

Perch  have  greatly  increased  in  numbers  in  the 
Thames,  and  anglers  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
securing  good  catches  of  this  sporting  fish  in  every 
part  of  the  river.  Henley,  where  the  local  preserva- 
tion society  every  year  protects  the  perch  spawn, 
may  be  considered  one  of  the  best  stations,  but 
good  bags  of  perch  have  been  made  at  Chertsey, 
Datchet,  Marlow,  Sonning,  and  Wargrave  in 
former  years.  These  bold- biting  fish  are  plenti- 
ful in  most  districts  on  the  Great  Ouse,  and 
the  Sussex  Ouse  is  also  well  stocked  with  these 
fish,  and  last  season  three  perch  each  weighing 
over  31  b.  were  caught  in  the  Chichester  Canal  by 
London  anglers.  The  Thames  produces  fine  tench 
at  Datchet,  Goring,  and  Moulsford,  and  in  the 
Great  Ouse  at  St.  Neots  and  Huntingdon,  and  as 
they  are  summer-feeding  fish,  would  be  worth 
trying  for  on  both  rivers.  The  ponds  in  Bushey 
Park,  Hampton  Court,  also  ihold  a  good  stock  of 
tench  and  carp. 

The  summer  is  the  best  time  for  bream  fishing. 


and  often  large  takes  are  made  in  June  and  July. 
Bream  are  plentiful  in  the  Thames  at  Twickenham, 
Teddington,  Kingston,  Shepperton  and  Chertsey  ; 
in  the  Wey  at  Byfleet,  Woking  and  Guildford  ;  the 
Mole ;  the  Great  Ouse ;  the  Arun  at  Pulborough 
and  Amberley;  the  Medway  at  Wateringbury  and 
Yalding  ;  and  in  the  Suffolk  Stour  at  Bures.  But 
the  best  sport  with  these  fish  is  to  be  had  in  the 
rivers  and  broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  Buck- 
enham,  Cantlcy,  Reedham,  Acle,  Horning  Ferry 
and  Potter  Heigham  are  all  good  stations,  and 
boats  are  available  at  a  modest  charge.  Bream 
are  taken  with  ledger  or  float-  tackle,  baiting  with 
white  paste,  marsh  worms  or  brandlings  for  all 
waters.  Shoals  of  rudd  are  also  found  in  the 
broads,  and  capital  sport  can  be  had  by  casting 
with  a  fly  or  a  bunch  of  gentles. 

The  popular  roach  are  abundant  in  most  rivers, 
and  afford  excellent  sport  for  all  classes  of 
anglers.  For  the  next  week  or  two  the  best  sport 
will  be  had  in  shallow  and  sharp  running  water ; 
later  on  the  roach  will  be  found  in  deeper  water, 
when  the  fish  will  be  in  fairly  good  condition. 
White  paste  is  a  capital  bait  for  roach  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  and  Thames  anglers  secure  good 
baskets  baiting  with  strips  of  the  silkweed,  which 
is  to  be  found  on  old  piles  and  the  weirs.  Creed 
wheat  is  another  capital  bait  for  roach. 

The  puntsmen  always  obtain  the  biggest  bags  of 
roach  in  the  lower  Thames,  though  there  are 
numerous  swims  suitable  for  bank  anglers  at 
Henley,  Shiplake,  Pangbourne,  Reading,  and 
Goring.  The  Hampshire  Avon  and  Stour  contain 
splendid  roach  at  Christchurch,  and  the  London 
club  anglers,  whilst  visiting  the  Arun  at  Pulborough 
and  Amberley,  are  frequently  rewarded  with  good 
takes. 

The  Kentish  Stour  at  Grove  Ferry  is  another 
good  roach  fishing  river,  and  specimens  of  IJlb. 
and  21b.  are  often  caught. 

In  the  hot  weather  the  rivers  are  usually  clear, 
but  by  using  fine  tackle  and  keeping  as  much  out 
of  sight  as  possible,  very  good  baskets  of  fish  can 
be  made  in  the  early  morning  or  evening. 

The  ponds  in  Bushey  Park  and  the  Home  Park 
(Hampton  Court),  the  Penn  Ponds  in  Richmond 
Park,  Wimbledon  Lake,  and  the  Frensham  Pond, 
near  Farnham,  are  well  stocked  with  good  fish, 
and  are  now  open  for  angling.  H.  G.  H. 


THE  LAW  AND  SALMON  JUMPING 
INTO  A  BOAT. 


Stjppose  a  salmon  jumps  into  your  boat  and 
you  kept  it,  would  it  be  legal  to  do  so  even  if  you 
had  a  licence  ?  This  question  has  often  been 
asked,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  better  answered 
than  by  Mr.  0.  E.  Fryer,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  for  England  and  Wales,  in  the  Field  of 
June  9.— R.  B.  M. 

SiE, — In  the  handbook  "  'Twixt  Humber  and 
Tweed,"  which  was  noticed  in  last  week's  Field, 
Mr.  Aflalo,  speaking  of  salmon  licences  and  of 
salmon  being  "  now  and  again  known  to  leap  into 
a  small  boat,"  says  that  "  the  retention  of  a  fish 
acquired  by  such  means  would  not  in  all  probability 
be  actionable,  since  the  fish  commits  suicide,  and 
is  not  actually  taken  from  the  water  "  ;  and  in  a 
footnote  he  adds,  "  This  is  offered  as  a  lay  opinion 
without  prejudice."  From  the  context  it  is  fair 
to  assume  (1)  that  when  Mr.  Aflalo  speaks  of 
"  fish  "  he  does  so  more  Scottico,  and  thereby  means 
"salmon,"  and  (2)  that  when  he  uses  the  word 
"  actionable  "  he  has  in  mind  the  possibility  of  a 
prosecution  under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts.  On 
these  premises  I  venture  to  suggest  that,  so  far  as 
salmon  are  concerned  (and  for  the  present  purposes 
the  word  includes  sea-trout  and  other  migratory 
Salmonidoe),  anyone  acting  on  the  above  opinion 
within  the  limits  of  a  fishery  district  is  likely  to 
find  himself  seriously  prejudiced.  This  view  of 
the  matter,  like  Mr.  Aflalo  s,  is  put  forward  only 
as  a  "lay opinion,"  but  it  is  based  on  the  following 
considerations : — 

By  section  22  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873, 
it  is  provided  that 

"  In  all  fishing  districts  in  which  licences  are  pay- 
able .  .  .  any  person  fishing  for,  taking,  killing,  or 
attempting  to  take  or  kill,  salmon  by  any  means 
whatsoever  other  than  a  properly  licensed  ...  instru- 
ment, net,  or  device  for  catching  or  facilitating  the 
catching  of  salmon,  or  assisting  any  such  person  in 
BO  doing,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
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£5,  and  a  further  penalty  not  exceeding  £1  in 
respect  of  each  salmon  so  caught;  provided  that 
this  section  shall  not  prevent  the  use  of  a  gaff  or 
landing-net  as  auxiliary  to  any  holder  of  a  rod 
licence  angling  with  a  rod  and  line."' 

In  the  case  of  "Stead  v.  Tillotaon  "  (64  J.P.,  343 
Div.  Ct.)  it  was  held  to  be  an  offence  against  that 
section  to  take  a  salmon  with  the  hands,  even  when 
it  was  dying.  I  should  imagine  that  a  salmon  that 
leaped  into  a  boat  was  very  much  alive,  and,  in 
view  of  the  wording  of  the  section  above  quoted,  I 
doubt  whether  even  the  possession  of  a  licence, 
whether  for  a  rod  or  any  other  instrument,  would 
justify  "  the  retention  of  a  fish  acquired  by  such 
means."  If  the  plea  of  "suicide"  were  to  be 
accepted,  it  might  be  made  to  cover  the  case  of  a 
salmon  swimming  into  a  net,  especially  a  net  not 
expressly  set  to  catch  salmon ;  but  in  the  case  of 
"  Davis  V.  Evans "  (where  a  salmon  had  been 
caught  in  a  mullet  net  during  the  weekly  close  time 
for  salmon,  and  had  been  kept)  it  was  held  that 
the  intention  to  use  such  net  for  taking  salmon 
illegally  could  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the 
fisherman  had  kept  the  salmon  so  caught.  In  like 
manner  the  intention  to  fish  illegally  might  be 
inferred  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  retained  a 
salmon  that  had  jumped  into  his  boat,  instead  of 
returning  it  uninjured  to  the  water. 


LIEGE  INTEENATIONAL 
EXHIBITION,  1905. 


On  Wednesday  last.  June  13,  the  Rt.  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor  presided  on  the  occasion  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  awards  made  at  the  Liege  Inter- 
national Exhibition,  British  Section,  of  which 
Mr.  Imre  Kiralfy  was  Commissioner- General.  The 
awards  were  distributed  by  the  Belgian  Minister, 
His  Excellency  Count  de  la  Laing.  Of  all  who 
received  awards,  none  did  so  more  deservedly  than 
Messrs.  Samuel  Allcock  and  Company,  of  Redditch, 
;ind  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  the  veteran  head 
of  the  firm,  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  the  two  Grands  Prix  awarded  to  his  firm's 
fine  general  and  special  exhibits  at  Liege. 


SALMON  FISHING. 


the  pool,  it  made  an  attempt  to  "  rise  the 
natural  weir  of  about  five  feet  high,  but  failed,  | 
and  when  it  returned  to  the  river  it  rested  a  liWle, 
yet  slowly  but  gradually  backed  down  stream  for 
the  purpose  of  making  another  effort,  and  this  it 
did  without  any  warning,  only,  however,  to  fail 
again. 

Yet  it  had  not  given  up  all  hope  of  accomplishmg 
the  feat.    Coming  back  into  the  still  water  below 
the  "fall,"  it  took  a  longer  rest,  almost  as  nerve  [ 
trying  as  that  which  it  had  made  at  the  bottom  of  i 
the  pool,  but  then  with  a  deeper  run  sprang  some  ] 
foot  higher  than  the  weir,  yet  again  falling  short, 
the  weight  of  the  water  on  the  line  no  doubt 
assisting  in  its  failure.  , 

Coming  back  into  the  centre  of  the  pool,  how- 
ever, first  it  crossed  obliquely  to  one  side  and  then 
came  back  to  the  other,  and  then  made  a  slow 
move  upwards.  But  it  did  not  proceed  far.  Turn- 
ing quickly  it  went  racing  down  into  the  pool  below, 
which,  unlike  the  one  it  had  left,  which  had  been 
free  from  obstruction,  was  now  crowded  with 
boulders  as  large  as  some  Irish  cabins,  and  of  which 
the  bottoms  were  nearly  as  round  as  the  tops,  being 
planed  by  the  continual  rush  of  water  when  the 
"  flood  "  subsided  and  the  river  was  opened  up. 
These  naturally  afforded  great  opportunities  to  the 
salmon,  as  could  it  have  got  on  the  opposite  side  , 
from  which  he  was  casting,  the  chances  were  greatly  | 
in  its  favour.  But  the  peculiarities  of  the  course  | 
of  the  river's  bed  were  not  unknown  to  the  angler, 
and  he  was  prepared  for  all  contingencies,  and 
putting  on  all  the  strain  he  dare,  kept  full  command  I 


71b.  7oz. ;  third,  John  Macdonald,  Clackmannan 
Club,  five,  71b.  4oz. ;  fourth,  Wm.  Scott,  Dundee 
Committee,  eight,  71b.  loz. ;  fifth,  W.  J.  Robertaon, 
St.  Mungo  Club,  8lb.  2oz. ;  sixth,  Thos.  W.  Wilson, 
Coatbridge  Club,  61b.  9oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  John 
Ritchie,  Rowbank  Olub,  21b.  5oz. 


WINDEEMEKE  TKOUT. 


My  promise  to  send  you  a  few  lines  as  to  the 
fishing  on  Windermere  during  Whit-week  is  easily 
redeemed.  As  you  may  imagine,  after  the  weather 
we  had  fly  fishing  was  a  complete  failure.  The 
lake  was  very  high  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
(May's  rainfall  being  twice  the  average) ;  there  was 
little  or  no  wind,  a  bright  sun  all  the  time,  and  the 
rise  of  May  Fly  was  poor.  Moreover,  the  perch 
were  abundant  on  the  shallows,  and  with  their 
advent  the  trout  usually  depart.  Under  these 
conditions  it  is  no  wonder  that  few  fly  rods  were 
out  during  the  day.  Most  of  us  waited  for  the 
cooler  evening  and  tried  trolling  the  natural 
minnow  with  variable  success.  I  had  during  the 
week  seven  trout  from  fib.  to  1  Jib.  each. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  taking  the  season 
through,  trolling  jdelds  far  better  results  than  fly 
fishing. 

Windermere  catches  recorded  m  your  columns 
this  season  show  this,  and  it  is  further  confirmed 
by  the  experience  of  many  of  the  best  anglers 
on  the  lake.    It  seems  also  to  be  well  established 


A  Good  Fight. 
A  SALMON  had  taken  his  fly  at  the  first  offer,  and 
all  the  surrounding  water  looked  well  for  a  speedy 
kill ;  but  after  an  hour's  exciting  fight  the  old 
adage — "There's  many  a  slip  'twixt  the  cup  and 
the  lip  " — proved  too  true. 

Casting  down  the  pool  he  had,  as  he  nearly 
reached  its  foot,  risen  a  good  fish,  which,  taking 
his  fly  in  no  half-hearted  manner,  immediately 
turned  about  and  went  down  the  stream  at  a  pace 
which  made  the  bearings  of  his  reel  sing  merrily. 

Reaching  nearly  the  outfall,  however,  it  brought 
up  about  a  yard  away  from  the  bank  from  which 
the  angler  was  casting,  and  he,  having  followed  the 
fish  down  quickly,  had  now  to  wind  in  his  fine  as 
fast  as  po.s8ible  to  prevent  any  "slack"  in  the  line, 
which  would  have  let  the  fish  throw  the  hook  from 
its  hold,  as  the  current  wa.'jhed  it  inwaids. 

And  there  the  fish  lay  as  dead  as  a  stone,  the 
only  evidence  that  it  had  not  escaped  being  the 
tightness  of  the  line  and  the  bending  of  the  rod. 

One  of  the  most  trying  times  to  the  most 
experienced — not  to  say  coolest — hand  is  when  a 
salmon  sulks.  On  these  occasions  some  relief, 
however,  is  gathered  from  the  numerous  thoughts 
which  hurriedly  flit  through  one's  mind  as  to  the 
best  way  of  making  the  fish  move  ;  but  time  then 
even,  instead  of  flying  with  a  swift  foot,  will  hang 
heavily.  Generally  these  "castles  "  are,  one  after 
another,  dismissed  as  they  each  on  further  con- 
sideration show  some  dangerous  loophole  between 
the  hook  and  the  lip. 

There,  however,  the  fish  lay  for  some  ten  minutes 
as  still  as  a  cat  watching  for  a  mouse  ;  but  at  last, 
and  just  as  the  angler  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
"  do  or  dare  "  some  of  the  many  plans  which  had 
suggested  themselves,  he  felt  a  sharp  jerk  on  his 
line,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment  with  a  mighty 
effort  the  salmon  flung  itself  from  the  river,  and 
into  which  it  again  fell  vrith  a  heavy  splash, 
sending  the  water  rippling  away  in  many  eddying 
circles. 

Then  the  fight  began  again.  Racmg  up  stream 
like  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  coming  to  the  bead  of 


A  Dish  of  Windermere  Trout. 


over  his  fish,  yet  more  than  once  it  looked  as 
though  the  odds  were  in  its  favour. 

Continuing  to  move  down  the  stream  at  a  rapid 
rate  it  at  last  was  brought  up  by  the  side  of  a 
huge  rock,  and  where  by  the  rapid  flow  of  water 
the  rod  was  nearly  bent  double.  But  luck  was 
with  the  angler,  and  he,  giving  it  the  butt  heavily, 
gradually  brought  it  over  to  his  side  of  the  pool, 
its  circular  course  caused  by  the  rushing  river 
bringing  it  to  a  bend  where  the  bank  had  been 
carried  away,  and  by  gathering  in  his  line  in  coils 
instead  of  winding  it  on  the  reel— though  a  more 
dangerous  game  cannot  be  played  as  a  rule— when 
the  fish  came  to  him  he  was  ready  to  gaff  it. 

But  at  the  very  instant  he  was  about  to  strike 
home  a  voice  behind  him  suddenly  said,  "Well 
done ! "  which,  though  distracting  his  attention 
only  momentarily,  made  him  miss  his  mark,  and 
instead  of  striking  the  salmon  he  struck  his  line, 
dragging  the  hook  from  its  mouth,  and  the  fish 
went  sailing  out  gracefully  into  the  depths  of  the 
poo]  Pheasant  Tail. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUB  COM- 
PETITION ON  LOCH  LEVEN. 


The  weather  was  overcast  on  Wednesday  forenoon, 
when  thirty-nine  representatives  of  angling  clubs 
and  four  members  of  committee  competed  for  the 
National  Championship.  Fair  sport  was  not  with 
fly  till  aftemooon  when  the  sky  cleared.  Total 
catch,  128  trout.  1291b.  .5oz.  Seven  competitors 
did  not  weigh.  The  only  English  club  represented 
was  the  Glendale  Anglers'  Olub,  Newcastle.  Prize 
winners:— First,  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth  Club,  ten 
trout,  81b.  Soz. ;  second,   Jas.   Carswell,  seven. 


that  "March  and  April  are  far  better  than  May  or 
June,  and  that  many  of  the  best  bags  are  made  m 
the  worst  weather.  . 

I  have  frequently  had  excellent  sport  durmg  a 
gale  by  fishing  on  the  lee  side  right  into  the  line  of 
white  foam  caused  by  broken  water  near  the  rocks 
or  shore,  and  also  when  the  ground  was  white  with 

snow.  V. 

That  there  are  plenty  of  good  fish  to  be  got  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  one  angler  alone,  Mr.  Geo. 
Williams,  has  this  season,  so  far,  had  fifty  trout, 
weighing  48^1b.  Of  course,  he  is  resident,  knows 
the  ground,  is  a  ke?n  and  skilful  fisherman,  and 
not  easily  daunted  by  bad  weather.  Most  of  his 
fish  are  got  trolling.  I  enclose  a  photo  of  six. 
taken  by  him  same  day  (April  8),  one  IJlb.,  two 
1  lb.  each,  and  three  of  lib. 

During  Whit  week  I  saw  a  fine  trout  caught  by 
Messrs.  J.  Paterson  and  F.  Evans  while  plumb- 
lining  for  char.  It  weighed  5lb.,  was  hooked  at 
12  30  and  at  two  o'clock  was  still  causing  anxiety 
to  its  captors.  Owing  to  the  fine  tackle  used  they 
dare  not  force  matters— especiaUy  on  a  plumb- 
line— or  a  smash  would  inevitably  have  resulted, 
and  as  their  net  was  too  small  for  so  large  a  fish, 
they  were  at  a  further  disadvantage.  Fortunately, 
Mr  Geo.  Williams  was  passing,  and,  seeing  their 
difficulty,  he  came  up  to  the  Beech  Hill  Hotel  for 
my  large  net— of  which  an  angler  once  remarked 
that  any  fish  seeing  it  ought  to  at  once  consider 
itself  caught— and  returning,  deftly  netted  the 
monster,  to  the  huge  relief  of  all  concerned.  The 
fish  was  not  in  the  best  condition,  and  should  have 
weighed  G^lb.  or  more. 

In  this  connection  I  give  the  opinion  of  an  old 
charman  (what's  the  feminine  ?)  of  forty  years 
experience,  that  these  large  trout  are  very  destruc- 
tive of  smaller  fish— char,  trout,  and  perch— and 
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when  taken  by  the  association  netters  should  be 
retained,  and  not,  as  now,  returned  to  the  water. 

Pike  fishing  was  good;  the  fish  were  feeding 
well,  and  in  splendid  condition.  I  took  a  small 
beauty  of  61b.  in  dead  calm  and  bright  sun  with  a 
formalined  minnow. 

This  season  more  than  ever  I  have  noticed  the 
trout  come  very  short,  or  take  the  fly  well  down 
without  breaking  the  surface  at  all. 

Many  of  the  trout  I  have  seen  are  marked  near 
the  tail,  as  if  by  the  teeth  of  a  larger  fish  ;  but  as 
the  disfigurement  occurs  on  one  side  only  it  can 
scarcely  be  from  that  cause.  So  far  as  1906  is 
concerned,  I  am  afraid  trout  fishing  is  over. 

W.  H.  Pearsall. 


TO  DISTINGUISH  SALMON  FEY 
FEOM  TKOUT. 


To  distinguish  between  the  fry  of  salmon  and 
young  trout  of  similar  size  is  frequently  a  puzzling 
matter  to  young  anglers,  and  not  seldom  a  source 
of  trouble  to  them  when  a  "  water-bailee happens 
to  be  interviewed.  In  very  small  fish,  in  the  parr 
state,  the  differences  are  slight,  and  are  best 
pointed  out  from  actual  specimens  by  the  river- 
side, but  as  no  angler  would  think  of  killing  such 
baby  fish,  whether  they  were  trout  or  salmon, 
these  do  not  so  much  concern  us  here.  It  is  only 
in  the  case  of  fish  running  from  six  inches  upwards, 
and  which  the  captor  may  be  tempted  to  put  into 
his  creel,  that  trouble  is  likely  to  arise,  and  at  this 
stage  it  is  fortunately  not  difiicult  to  differentiate 
between  migratory  species,  then  on  their  first 
journey  to  the  sea,  and  common  fresh-water  trout. 

All  sea-going  Salmonidct;  are  at  this  stage  very 
silvery  in  colour,  and  are  generally  slimmer  in 
form  than  trout,  and  their  scales  are  left  very 
freely  upon  the  fingers  of  those  handling  them; 
but  it  is  in  tbe  colour  of  the  fins  on  the  under  side 
of  the  body  that  the  readiest  means  of  identification 
is  to  be  found.  It  is  perhaps  scarcely  necessary 
to  remind  readers  of  the  Fishiruj  Gazette  that  the 
first  pair  of  fins,  those  having  their  origin  just 
behind  the  gill  covers,  are  the  pectorals ;  the  next 
pair  the  ventrals ;  and  the  single  fin  on  the  lower 
surface,  near  the  tail,  the  anal.  In  all  sea-going 
fish  the  ventral  and  anal  fins  are  very  pale  in 
colour,  much  more  so  than  in  fresh-water  trout.  In 
true  salmon  they  are  white,  while  the  pectoral  fins 
are  "  black,"  or,  at  any  rate,  much  clouded  with 
a  dusky  hue,  often  with  a  shade  of  blue  in  it. 
In  sea-trout  the  ventrals  are  generally  pale  yellow, 
the  pectorals  a  little  darker,  but  of  the  same  tint, 
hence  the  popular  name  of  "  orange  fins ''  bestowed 
upon  these  fish  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
In  common  trout  the  whole  of  the  under  fins  are 
more  or  less  dark  brown,  or  in  the  case  of  the 
pectorals  sometimes  brownish  yellow.  The  adipose 
fin  in  the  common  trout  is  usually  more  or  less 
tipped  with  red,  which  is  wanting  in  the  young  of 
sea-going  fish ;  but  this  is  only  a  matter  of  degree, 
and  subject  to  much  variation.  There  are  other 
more  minute  and  scientific  points  of  distinction, 
but  if  the  angler,  when  in  doubt,  will  pay  attention 
to  the  facts  above  drawn  attention  to,  he  need  have 
little  fear  of  ever  being  found  with  fish  which  it  is 
illegal  to  kill  in  his  basket.  Lichen  Grey. 

[I  fear  the  colour  of  the  pectoral  fins  is  no 
criterion;  I  have  seen  them  almost  black  and 
also  almost  white  in  salmon.  Frank  Buckland 
noted  that  in  the  live  samlet  in  the  water  the 
pectoral  fins  stand  out  at  right  angles  ;  in  the 
young  trout  they  point  much  more  backwards 
towards  the  tail.  But  all  these  distinctions 
without  much  real  difJerence  are  no  help  to  the 
angler  who  has  no  experience  of  samlets. — Ed.] 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

2288.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  W.  J.  Fleming,  Laurel 
Villa,  and  R.  H.  Gale,  43,  Thomas-street,  both  of 
Hedon-road,  Kingston-upon-HuU.  Trawling  gear 
nets.  This  invention  relates  to  a  trawl  net  whicli  is 
provided  on  the  under-side  of  its  mouth  with  a 
number  of  metal  or  wooden  rollers  secured  together 
by  suitable  shackles,  so  that  if  the  line  of  rollers 
break  they  will  not  be  lost.  The  rollers  are  prefer- 
ably mounted  upon  axles  connected  by  universal 
joints.  Lugs  cast  in  one  piece  with  the  rollers  are 
perforated  and  connected  by  shackles. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Tlmrsday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  IiiRh  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  liigii  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  tbb  min.  for  Kcw. 

40   „     „    Putney.  a,i,i)'5   ..     ..  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
."jO   ,,    „   Barnes.  {85   ,,    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  iiigh  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  High  Water  at  London  BRn)aE. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     .Tune  16    ''9.39    10.12 

Sunday,  „    17   10.43    11.13 

Monday,  „    18    11.41    — 

Tuesday,         „    19    0.  7    0.30 

Wednesday,     ,,   20    0.51    1.11 

'I'huraday,        „   21    1.31    1..50 

Friday,  ,,    22    2.  7    2.25 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — "  In  accordance 
with  my  usual  custom  I  have  pleasure  in  sending 
you  a  few  notes  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  '  all 
round '  season,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
record  that  prospects  are  good.    There  is  a  very 
fair   head  of  water   which  still    carries  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  colour,  and  is  in  favour  of 
the  bottom  fisherman.    Plenty  of  fish  are  to  be 
seen    most    mornings    and    evenings,  including 
many  specimens  worthy  of  glass  houses.  Their 
condition   on   the  opening    day  remains    to  be 
seen,  but  I  anticipate  finding  them  backward  this 
season,  as  chub  and  barbel  caught  quite  recently 
by  trout  fishers  have  exuded  ova  and  milt  on  being 
handled.    Roach  will,  of  course,  be  very  soft,  but 
the  perch  have  mended  rapidly.    There  has  been  a 
deal  of  discussion  amongst  anglers  recently  as  to  the 
source  of  the  dirty  water — colour  immaterial — that 
has  upset  the  holiday  fishing,  and  abides  with  us  so 
long.  You  may  with  confidence  assert  that  it  enters 
the  Thames  below  Day's  Lock,  and  comes  from  the 
Dorchester  Thame.    Several  trout  have  been  killed 
since  my  la^^t  note  to  you,  but  no  very  heavy  fish 
have  been  taken  this  season.    Mr.  E.  Macdonall, 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  has  caught  one  weighing 
.3Jlb.  A  few  evenings  since  I  found  a  grayling  float- 
ing down  stream  nearly  dead  and  covered  with 
fungoid  growth.  Its  weight  was  about  IJlb.,  and  it 
probably  came  from  the  Loddon  or  the  Reading  dis- 
trict." It  is  very  pleasant  to  get  such  a  note  from  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  who  is  an  expert  on  Thames  fishing,and 
personally  I  feel  gratified  to  think  that  one  who's 
time  is  so   absorbed  by  ordinary  business  and 
municipal  concerns  has  taken  the  trouble  to  send 
the  above  note  through  me  to  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
At  the  same  _time  I  feel  concerned  and  very 
much     regret    that     he    reports    as    follows : — 
The  lease  of  the  Loddon  and  Patrick  Stream,  held 
for  many  years  by  the  H.F.P.A.  and  the  R.A.A. 
conjointly,  will  expire  on  Midsummer  Day  next, 
and  the  associations  have  been  unable  to  effect 
its  renewal,   owing    to  important  contemplated 
developments.      In    consequence,    the  following 
notice  has  been  issued  to    past   subscribers : — - 
"Loddon  and   Patrick    Stream. — Dear  Sir, — 
Negotiations  for  the  extension  of  our  tenancy  of 
the    above  waters    having    fallen    through,  we 
much    regret  to   have   to   inform  you  that  on 
and    after    June    24,    1906,    you    will    not  be 
able  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  angling  therein." 
Such  is  the  fate  of  the  Loddon.    One  knows  the 
great  eff.orts  that  are  made  nowadays  to  secure 
private  water  for  the  angler,  and  the  efforts  made 
to  retain  certain  sections  for  subscribers  has,  pro- 
bably through  the  competitive  system,  managed 
to  wrest  this  stretch  of  water  from  the  combined 
Reading  and  Henley  Associations.  Everybody 
knows  the  Loddon,  that  is  to  say,  everybody  who 
knows  the  Thames  knows  the  Loddon,  and  conse- 
quently if  there  is  to  be  a  loss  to  Thames  anglers  of 
this  private  stretch  of  water  no  one  will  more  sin- 
cerely regret  it  than — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  is  beginning  to 
look  a  bit  stale,  and  some  refreshing  showers  would 
do  it  a  lot  of  good.  There  is,  however,  a  fair  stream 
running  for  the  time  of  the  year.  One  or  two 
•izeable  trout  have  been  caught  during  the  week, 
about  4lb.  being  the  largest  fish.  Local  anglers 
are  making  plans  for  the  opening  morning  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  and  by  the  time  these  lines 
are  in  print  the  Thames  will  have  become  the 
dumping  ground  for  some  thousands  of  lob  worms. 
— Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  river  is  very 
bright,  a  shower  of  rain  will  greatly  improve  the 
chances  of  sport  for  the  opening  day,  when  this 
comes  in  print.  Fish  are  very  numerous  in  this 
district,  and  if  the  opening  of  the  sluices  at  Rich- 


mond lock  does  not  draw  them  away,  I  hope  to 
send  a  good  report  of  takes  next  week.  Barbel 
bream,  roach  and  dace  are  showing  themselves.— 
Tom  Auger. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  ten  days 
ending  June  2 : — On  May  23,  Mr.  A.  S.  Fawcett 
caught  two  trout,  weighing  21b.  9oz.  and  31b.  I3oz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  A.  A.  Hollingsworth,  one,  2lb.  8oz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Murray,  one,  21b.  5oz.  (boat) ; 
and  Mr.  Percy  Rogers,  four,  21b.,  21b.  4oz.,  3lb., 
and  31b.  (boat).  On  May  24,  Mr.  A.  D.  Whatman, 
one,  21b.  6oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Gibbs,  one,  21b.  loz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  A.  S.  Fawcett,  five,  41b.  2oz.,  31b.  4oz., 
31b.,  51b.,  and  21b.  (boat);  Mr.  A.  A.  Hollingsworth, 
two.  61b.  3oz.  and  31b.  14oz.  (boat).  On  May  25,  Mr. 
A,  D.  Whatman,  five,  31b.  8oz.,  3lb.  6oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
1  lb.  14oz.,  and  lib.  4oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  A.  de  Winton, 
three,  31b.  loz.,  21b.,  and  lib.  4oz.  (boat);  Mr.  C. 
H.  Cave,  one,  21b.  2oz.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  Appleton, 
one,  1  lb.  8oz.  (bank).  On  May  26,  Mr.  A.  A. 
Hollingsworth,  one,  31b.  9oz.  (boat);  and  Mr. 
Appleton,  five,  31b.,  21b.  8oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  lOoz., 
and  21b.  4oz.  (boat).  On  May  28,  Mr.  J.  C.  Landon, 
one,  21b.  l2oz.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Gibbons,  two, 
21b.  8oz.  and  31b.  8oz.  (boat).  On  May  29,  Mr. 
Drake  Cutcliffe,  two,  21b.  4oz.  and  21b.  (boat) ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Landon,  one,  21b.  lOoz.  (boat);  and  Mr. 
Feytche,  one,  1  lb.  8oz.  (bank).  On  May  30,  Mr. 
J.  F.  Gibbons,  five,  1  lb.  12oz.,  1  lb.  4oz.,  21b.  12oz., 
21b.  12oz.,  and  4lb.  8oz.  (boat).  On  May  31.  Colonel 
Venables  Kyrke,  two,  41b.  2oz.  and  21b.  9oz. 
(boat);  Mr.  Feytche,  one,  41b.  12oz.  (bank);  and 
Dr.  Hayes,  two,  1  lb.  12oz.  and  1  lb.  8oz.  (bank). 
On  June  1,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  21b.  6oz.  (boat); 
Mr.  J.  C.  Landon,  three,  31b.  lOoz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and 
1  lb.  6oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  Drake  Cutcliffe,  one,  51b. 
(boat);  Colonel  Venables  Kyrke,  one,  lib.  8oz. 
(boat)  ;  and  Mr.  Kyrke,  one,  21b.  lOoz.  (boat).  On 
June 2,  Mr.  H.  Carter  Webber,  one,  21b.  8oz.  (bank) ; 
Mr.  John  Warne,  one,  1  lb.  13oz.  (bank) ;  Mr. 
John  H.  Warne,  one,  lib.  14oz.  (bank);  Mr.  W. 
Alexander,  four,  21b.,  1  lb.  Soz.,  41b.,  and  21b.  (boat) ; 
Dr.  Freeman,  two,  31b.  and  lib.  7oz.  (boat);  Capt. 
Betty,  one,  31b.  8oz.  (boat);  and  Mr.  A.  Neilson, 
one,  31b.  (bank). — Donald  Carb.  [Received  too 
late  for  last  week.]  Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  June  9  : — On  June  4,  Mr.  H.  J.  Warne,  one, 
1  lb.  Soz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  W.  Alexander,  one,  31b.  lOoz. 
(boat);  Mr.  John  Warne,  one,  lib.  lOoz.  (bank); 
Dr.  Freeman,  one,  21b.  6oz.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  Carter 
Webber,  fotir,  4lb.  3oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  and 
1  lb.  8oz.  (bank).  On  June  5,  Mr.  P.  H.  Surtees, 
one,  21b.  lOoz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  John  Warne,  three,  41b., 
41b.,  and  21b.  15oz.  (boat);  Mr.  H.  J.  Warne,  two, 
21b.  14oz.  and  2lb.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  Carter  Webber, 
one,  31b.  (boat).  On  June  6,  Dr.  Law,  one,  31b.  lOoz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  Denmon,  two,  1  lb.  8oz.  and  21b.  8oz. 
(boat);  Mr.  Tucker,  one,  21b.  lOoz.  (boat);  Mr. 
Levy  Langfield,  two,  21b.  6oz.  and  31b.  lOoz.  (boat) ; 
and  Mr.  A.  Neilson,  one,  5lb.  (bank).  On  June  7, 
Dr.  Spencer,  two,  41b.  and  21b.  (boat) ;  Mr.  H.  S. 
Hall,  two,  51b.  and  41b.  (boat);  and  Mr.  L.  A. 
Huth,  three,  31b.  4oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and  21b.  (boat). 
On  June  8,  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  one,  31b.  (bank); 
Mr.  L.  A.  Huth,  two,  31b.  lloz.  and  31b.  (boat); 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  two,  41b.  2oz.  and  31b.  4oz.  (boat)  ; 
Dr.  Spencer,  one,  1  lb.  14oz.  (boat) ;  and  Mr.  Salmond, 
three,  1  lb.  lOoz.,  21b.,  and  41b.  4oz.  (boat).  On 
June  9,  Dr.  Spencer,  five,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  8oz., 
lib.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  31b.  4oz.  (boat);  Mr.  Sal-, 
mond,  two,  31b.  and  51b.  2oz.  (boat);  and  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  six,  4lb.,  21b.  lloz.,  21b.  lloz.,  21b.  9oz., 
21b.  lloz.,  and  lib.  12oz.  (boat). — Donald  Caeb. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Oloncester shire;. — The  rise 
of  May  Fly  has  been  very  inferior  and  has  ended 
very  abruptly.  Some  good  sport  may  be  had  with 
the  Alders,  which  are  on  thick  in  the  evening.  The 
Buzz  pattern  I  find  them  take  best.  On  the  Swan 
water  at  Bibury  good  sport  is  reported,  one  gentle- 
man had  five  trout,  all  over  1  lb.,  and  several  other 
equally  good  beiskets  were  taken. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dareuth  (Shoreham,  Farningham,  etc.). — The 
May  Fly  had  almost  disappeared  last  Saturday. 
There  were  plenty  of  small  flies  on  the  water. 
Beginning  between  five  and  six,  and  fishing  till 
eight  p.m.,  I  landed  four  brace  of  trout;  only  one 
fish  was  above  the  usual  size.  Every  fish  I  landed 
had  taken  Bed  QuUl,  but  I  hooked  two  or  three  on 
the  Coachman.  The  very  finest  tackle  is  necessary 
as  the  water  is  now  beginning  to  get  low. — J.  P. 
Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distriot), — Lovely  weather 
has  been  experienced  during  the  past  week,  but 
sport  cannot  be  said  to  be  excellent,  only  a  few 
dishes  of  trout  having  been  creeled.  The  water  is 
fine  and  low,  and  it  is  reported  that  there  are  several 
porpoises  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  river,  which  have 
prevented  salmon  and  peal  from  running.  Mr.  J. 
Edmunds  secured  eighteen  nice  trout  by  dapping ; 
Mr.  H.  Searle  and  Mr.  A.  Searle  had  baskets  of  two 
dozen  and  a  dozen,  respectively ;  whilst  Messrs.  H. 
T.  Distin,  E.  Distin,  and  H.  Full  have  had  small 
baskets. — Devonian. 
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Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cxunberland). — We  are 

'oo'-ing  forward  now  to  the  ascent  of  tlie  sea-trout. 
There  are  odd  trout  up  already,  and  also  odd 
salmon,  and  in  a  week  or  two  sea-trout  fishing 
ought  to  be  in  full  swing.  The  Fishery  Board  had 
a  run  through  the  Yearl  at  Workington  with  their 
nets  on  Tuesday  evening,  but  only  caught  one  sea- 
trout.  The  conditions  for  the  running  of  sea- 
trout  were  never  more  favourable — heat,  good 
water  and  westerly  winds.  Brown  trout  have 
afforded  fair  sport  in  most  parts  of  tlie  district. 
There  is  a  good  head  of  trout  on  the  Angling 
Association  water,  thanks  to  the  thorough  spiling 
which  the  Association  gave  their  ground,  and  also 
to  the  stocking  they  have  done.  The  May  Fly 
fishing  is  practically  over  on  Derwentwater.  It  has 
been  a  good  carnival,  better  than  last  ypar  at  any 
rate.  Bassenthwaite,  which  has  the  May  Fly  later,  is 
receiving  attention  this  week.  Mr.  Jackson's  rods 
have  taken  some  nice  fish  on  Buttermere.  Little  is 
known  of  how  the  rods  fare  on  Loweswater.  Crum- 
mock  has  been  up  to  the  average.  On  Ennerdale 
the  takes  have  been  good,  and  Deroke  water  has 
yielded  excellent  sport. — Black  Tom. 

Devonshire  StreamB— Early  in  July,  the  Izaak 
Walton  Association,  of  Exeter,  will  probably  have 
a  fishing  competition.  In  the  East  Lyn  a  gentle- 
man had  twenty-three  nice  trout  which  scaled  from 
£lb.  apiece  downwards,  all  in  good  condition. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  secured  on  the  Carpy, 
and  on  Blagdon  Lake  fish  have  been  sporting 
pretty  freely.  A  large  number  of  dead  trout  have 
been  found  in  the  Otter,  and  it  is  believed  that 
they  have  been  poisoned  by  chloride  of  lime,  as  a 
barrel  containing  a  quantity  of  it  was  found  in  the 
stream.  The  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  police. 
— Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  {Exeter);— Trout  fishing  in  the 
Exe.  and  Greedy  has  been  fairly  good  during  the 
last  week,  in  the  last-nam^d  river  Messrs.  Roberts, 
Shapley,  and  Smyths  getting  some  over  |lb.  each. 
Pynes  Weir  Salmon  Pass  has  been  freely  discussed 
lately,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  alter  the  weir  for 
the  third  time  to  allow  the  salmon  to  ascend  to  the 
higher  water,  but  a  general  impression  is  that  the 
fish  do  not  move  upwards  until  April  in  each  year. 
Next  week  the  river  and  canal  coarse  fishing  will 
begin,  and  very  favourable  reports  of  the  pros- 
pects have  been  received.  A  few  bass  are  being 
caught  at  Exmouth  and  round  the  coast,  also  some 
very  fine  mackerel ;  but  altogether  the  sport  is  not 
up  to  the  average. — Red  Pal:mer. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather 
has  been  very  hot,  with  bright  sunshine  and  no 
breeze,  and  consequently  little  fishing  has  been 
possible.  The  fish  are  in  perfect  condition  and 
fight  well.  The  best  basket  of  the  week  was  twelve 
fish  91b.  4oz.,  and  thpre  have  been  several  of  ten, 
nine,  eight  and  six.  The  chub  are  ready  to  spawn 
and  only  just  a  little  rain  is  wanted  to  send  them 
up  the  river  when  they  will  be  netted. — Long 
Deift. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.— To-day,  June  1 6,  the  Lea, 
Beane,  and  Rib  open  for  dace  fishing,  but  roach  and 
other  coarse  fish  do  not  como  into  season  on  these 
waters  for  some  time  yet.  In  the  Stort,  however, 
general  coarse  fishing  begins  to-day,  June  16.  All 
the  rivers  are  fairly  fresh,  but  could  do  with  more 
rain,  and  as  I  write  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
downpour.  Gentles,  blood-worms,  and  caddis  grubs 
should  be  good  baits  for  dace.  I  have  heard  of  no 
good  trout  being  taken. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItV.gg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —Both  these 
streams  are  continuing  to  run  in  fair  order  for  fish- 
ing. Since  last  week  the  May  Fly  has  been  on  well, 
and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  landed 
in  both  streams. — Gvvynne. 

Otter  (Badleiifh  Salterton). — The  river  has  now 
(June  1.3)  run  down  very  low  and  clear.  No  large 
takes  have  been  reported  during  the  past  week.  A 
brace  and  a  half  were  killed  on  dry  fly  near 
Ottery  on  June  9  weighing  l|lb.,  and  a  brace 
on  June  12  weighing  I  jlb.,  and  these  catches 
are  fair  samples  of  the  sport  now  obtainable 
during  the  daytime.  llate  evening  fishing  is  not 
yet  in.  The  past  few  nights,  after  8.3f)  p.m.,  have 
been  very  cold  and  fiih  have  not  moved.  The 
trout  are  every  day  "'bulging"  (that  is,  taking 
something  on  or  near  the  surface  which  cannot  be 
imitated),  and  when  doing  this  it  is  almost  hopeless 
to  attempt  to  catch  them.  A  freshet  would  do 
good. — Hero.n. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).— We  are  now  (Wednes- 
day) getting  some  rain,  which  was  much  needed 
here,  and  by  Saturday  (our  start  of  the  season),  if 
it  continues,  the  water  will  be  benefited  greatly 
in  colour.  The  weeds  are  not  nearly  so  numerous 
this  season  here,  and  there  is  plenty  of  fish  of  all 
kinds  to  be  had.    Baits  and  boats  also  supplied  by 

A.  SCAED. 

Plymouth,. — Sport  has  been  very  poor  in  almost 
all  our  rivers,  and  a  few  heavy  showers  would  bo 
most  acceptable  aa  the  rivers  are  down  very  low. 
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Only  a  few  peal  continue  to  be  caught  in  the  Tavy, 
but  one  or  two  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
reported  from  the  higher  waters,  fishing  with  the 
natural  fly. — William  Heardek. 

Snssex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Glorious  weather  has  graced  the  week,  and  now 
a  few  nice  showers  would  be  beneficial  to  rivers  and 
agriculturists.  There  is  but  little  to  record  re- 
.'pecting  trout  fishing.  A  few  good  fish  up  to  21b. 
have  been  taken  from  the  western  streams.  I  have 
no  notes  from  the  Ouse  and  tributaries,  nor  from 
the  Adur.  Fair  sport  has  been  had  at  Chichester 
harbour  among  the  small  bass,  flounders  and  flat 
fish,  and  quadding  for  eels  has  been  remunerative. 
In  the  chops  of  the  channel  is  a  good  venue  for 
bream,  bass,  garfish  and  mackerel.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  now  but  a  dirty  ditch.  With  the 
water  let  off,  the  emanation  from  the  mud  and 
weeds  is  unsavoury.  The  council  have  posted 
notices  and  have  employed  watchmen  for  the 
preservation  of  the  fish.  The  larger  speci- 
mens have  mudded  or  exist  in  the  narrow 
channel,  and  the  small  fry  are  to  be  seen  in 
myriads.  The  lower  reach  between  locks,  where 
the  big  perch  lie,  will  suffer  most,  as  the  fish  are 
carried  into  the  salt  water,  and  hundreds  succumb. 
It  is  doubtful  if  the  weed  and  mud  clearance  will 
be  effected  for  another  fortnight,  or,  with  the 
number  of  feeders  pouring  in,  the  water  would  soon 
be  up  to  its  normal  height. — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow).  —  The  Teme  is  in  good  order 
for  fishing.  The  May  Fly  has  been  up  well,  and  the 
large  trout  have  been  rising  well  at  them.  The  fly 
is  now  going  off,  and  fishing  will  be  slow  for  a  short 
time  untU  they  have  got  over  their  gorge. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Reed  water  is  in  good  condition  for 
fly  fishing,  and  upstream  worm.  Mr.  Riddel,  for 
two  days,  killed  no  less  than  forty-seven  trout. 
The  North  Tyne  has  fished  well.  Good  creels  of 
trout  are  reported  from  Bellingham,  Barrasford  and 
Chollerford.  The  South  Tyne,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Four  Stones,  a  good  fly  water  running.  A  New- 
castle angler  killed  fourteen  good  flsh  all  fly. 
At  Corbridge  a  good  creel  of  trout  was  killed  with 
maggot.  On  the  Federation  water,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wylam,  evening  fishing  has  started, 
with  fair  results ;  one  rod,  for  half  an  hour's  fishing, 
killed  four  good  trout,  heaviest  IJlb.  Mr.  Wilson, 
fishing  a  private  stretch  of  the  Wansbeck,  had  good 
sport  with  the  fly,  creeling  twenty-three  trout,  and 
during  the  past  week  good  creels  are  reported  from 
the  public  waters.  Two  Newcastle  anglers,  fishing 
tl  e  Till,  killed  between  them  forty-two  trout  on  fly, 
a'l  good  fish.  Big  creels  are  reported  from  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Coquet  with  fly  and  worm. 
On  the  Acklington  water  some  big  fish  have  been 
k  lled  with  drop  minnow.  The  Whitadder,  although 
le  w,  is  fishing  well,  and  three  rods  killed  over  161b. 
of  trout,  largest  l^lb. — Heney  A.  Mubton,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (TTsk). — The  river  is  still  very  low  and  clear, 
the  brilliant  weather  continuing,  consequently 
salmon  angling  is  at  a  standstill,  and  no  kills  are 
reported.    Rain  is  badly  needed. — T.  R. 
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Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Anglers  coming  here 
for  the  opening  on  June  16  may  expect  to  find  a 
good  head  of  water,  notwithstanding  the  recent 
drought.  Some  of  the  large  bream  should  be  had 
before  July — their  spawning  time. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  river.^ 
continue  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  and  a  nice  lot  of 
good  trout  have  been  taken  from  both  streams.  A 
goodly  number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  Wye, 
and  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  six  brace 
have  been  common,  and  trout  of  good  size 
too.  The  Marquis  of  Granby  and  a  select 
party  have  fished  the  Lathkill  (private  water)  on 
several  days  in  last  week  and  had  fairly  good  sport. 
This  stream  is  a  tributary  of  the  Wye  and  well 
stocked  with  trout.  The  May  Fly  is  not  so  numerous 
this  season,  and  I  don't  hear  of  many  fish  being 
caught  with  it  at  present.  The  Derwent  has  been 
well  patronized  and  also  yielded  a  nice  lot  of  good 
fish,  the  upper  reaches,  Hathersaye  and  Chatsworth 
fisheries  affording  the  best  sport,  as  creels  of  from 
two  to  six  and  seven  brace  have  been  obtained.  The 
May  Fly  on  this  river  is  not  so  numerous  as  on 
former  seasons.  The  Darleydale  Club's  water  has 
had  a  good  few  rods,  and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
secured.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  has  had  a  fair  number  of  rods 
at  work.  Mr.  A.  C.  Coates,  fishing  in  Matlockdale, 
took  one  trout,  21b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  C.  Newbold  two 
brace,  one  of  these  weighing  21b.,  from  the  Lovers' 
Walks.  Several  others,  fishing  below  Cromford, 
have  landed  several  very  good  trout.  Grayling  will 
be  in  season  on  June  16,  which  will  give  us  a  better 
chance  to  fill  our  baskets.  Useful  flies — May  Fly, 
Yellow  Dun,  Grey  Quill,  Red  Quill,  Dotterel,  Hackle, 
Black  Gnat,  Oak  Fly,  and  Claret  Bumble. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  Yorkshire  streams  are  now 
getting  very  low  and  exceedingly  bright  and  clear, 
consequently  fish  in  the  daytime  want  catching  ; 
in  fact,  one  has  to  stalk  every  flsh  he  wants  to 
catch,  be  it  with  either  Stone  Fly,  minnow,  or 
worm.  The  Stone  Fly  is  now  about  over.  During 
the  last  few  days  it  has  fished  well  during  the 
time  it  was  on,  particularly  in  the  early  mornings 
and  late  in  the  evenings.  In  the  upper  reaches 
at  HaweSj  J.  Blades,  on  Friday  last  (June  8), 
got  twelve  good  trout  with  the  natural  Stone  Fly 
in  the  association  water,  and  all  the  local  experts 
have  had  very  nice  sport  with  this  favourite  lure 
on  different  parts  of  the  Yore,  at  AVensley,  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The  Swale  has  run  down  very 
low  and  clear,  although  the  weather  has  been  very 
bright ;  good  sport  has  been  met  with  in  early 
mornings  and  late  at  night  with  the  Stone  Fly  in  the 
high  reaches.  The  tributary  streams  of  these  rivers 
have  fished  fairly  well,  and  I  hear  the  bottom  fisher- 
men have  been  doing  well  up  the  Codbeck  with  the 
maggot  as  bait.  The  Wharfe  has  run  down  low 
and  clear  during  the  week.  In  the  upper  reaches 
some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  fishing  the  Stone 
Fly  at  Kilnsey,  Grassington,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley. 
In  the  lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishermen  have 
met  with  fair  sport  tamong  the  flounders  at 
Tadcaster  and  Ullerskelf.  The  Nidd  has  run 
down  low  and  clear.  Sport  has  only  been  met 
with  in  the  early  morning.  The  best  baskets 
have  been  taken  with  fishing  the  worm  well 
upstream.  Up  to  now  I  have  not  seen  the  Green 
Drake  on  the  Yore,  and  I  have  been  on  its 
banks  almost  daily  during  the  past  week,  but  if  the 
present  glorious  weather  continues  the  Bustard  will 
be  seen  fluttering  about  on  the  hedgerows  and  in 
meadows.  This  is  a  good  evening  bait  on  all  our 
rivers.  Best  small  flies  are  Bracken  Clock,  Brown 
Owl,  Tinselled  Owl,  Purple  Dun,  Claret  Dun,  and 
Blue  Partridge. — John  E.  Millee. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly. — Miss  Jephcock,  lessee  of  the  Home 
Beat  of  the  Castle  waters,  who  has  her  headquarters 
in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  had  as  guests  during  the 
week  Sir  John  and  Lady  Robinson  and  Mr.  Wardle 
Smith.  The  river  was  very  low  owing  to  the  very 
hot  weather,  with  the  result  that  fishing  was  con- 
ducted under  very  adverse  conditions.  The  follow- 
ing sport  was  obtained  : — On  June  5,  one  salmon  of 
121b.,  and  on  June  7,  one  salmon  of  121b.  and  a 
grilse  of  41b.  Mr.  Wardle  Smith  was  the  successful 
angler.  Several  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  landed 
by  the  Moniack  Castle  and  Farlie  Brae  anglers. 
The  best  basket  was  one  of  91b.,  and  the  "heaviest 
trout  1  lb.  8oz.  Very  few  fish  were  had  in  the  nets 
on  J-une  6  and  9. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — ^IVIr.  W.  Ballantyne, 
fishing  in  Langholm  water,  had  a  sea-trout  IJlb. ; 
Mr.  A.  Wilson,  one  of  IJlb.  in  Cogie  pool ;  and 
Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  one  of  same  weight.  Mr.  J. 
Carruthers  heis  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  Upper  Esk  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Edgar  had  one  in  Canonbie  water  and  Mr. 
W.  Murray  one.     Mr.    W.    Ball  caught  81b.  of 
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yellow  trout  in  Tarraa.  Mr.  A.  Irving,  fishing  in 
Logan  Water,  had  71b.  of  yellow  trout  ;  Mr. 
Belford,  Craigcleuch,  had  36  yellow  trout,  and  one 
sea  trout  IJlb.  in  the  Esk  above  Langholm;  Mr. 
D.  Little,  two  sea  trout  l^lb.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Steele, 
one  sea  trout  of  IJlb.  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  F. 
Armstrong,  a  sea  trout  of  21b.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Lock- 
hart  one  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Hough  a  sea  trout,  and  some 
yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  W.  Irving  had 
a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Mr.  J.  Clarke  had  a  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water 
of  the  Esk.  Grilse  are  running  from  31b.  to  41b.  in 
Firth.  Fishing  in  Ewes  water,  Mr.  J.  Corrie  has 
had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  during  the  week, 
and  one  angler  had  over  121b.  yellow  trout  in  Tarras. 
Several  sea  trout  have  been  got  at  Skipper's  Bridge 
and  Glenfirra  on  the  Esk,  while  some  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Broomholm 
water.  Several  visitors  staying  at  the  Eskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  have  had  fairly  good  sport  with 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and 
one  local  angler  creeled  over  130  yellow  trout  at  a 
week's  fishing  in  Ewes. — G. 

ClouBta  Hotel,  Shetland. — The  spring  sea- trout 
fishing,  which  is  now  over,  was  very  satisfactory  to 
the  anglers  at  Clousta,  many  fish  of  21b.,  31b.,  and 
41b.  being  creeled,  all  with  fly,  Mr.  Keeton  having 
the  best  one  week's  catch — namely,  thirty-five  sea- 
trout,  531b.  14oz.,  also  some  brown  trout.  The 
brown  trout  fishing  is  now  on  and  very  fine  baskets 
are  being  recorded,  Mr.  Dewar,  for  ten  days,  209 
brown  trout,  two  sea-trout,  2  Jib.  and  21b.  loz.,  being 
the  best.  Mr.  Black,  the  last  four  days,  has  had 
thirty-two  brown  trout,  141b.,  Clingswater,  twelve 
brown  trout,  51b.,  Aithness,  forty-one  brown  trout, 
17Jlb.,  Vaard,  twelve  brown  trout,  7jjlb.,  Collaster 
and  Clings;  fish  in  fine  condition.  Grouse  and 
Claret,  Teal  and  Red,  Zulu,  Blae  and  Hare  Lug, 
bjst  flies. — James  Uuntkr. 

lucfanadamph  Hotel  (SHI  herland). — On  June  4, 
Mr.  Moncrieff  had  nine  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
eight,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Hutchin^ion,  eight,  61b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Peterson,  seven,  3Jlb.  On  June  5,  Mr.  Thomson, 
ten,  5lb.  On  Juno  6,  Mr.  Webb,  five,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  eight,  (lib. ;  and  Mr.  Petersen,  ten,  51b. 
On  June  7,  Mr.  Thomson,  four,  31b.,  and  one 
ferox,  3^^h.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moncrieff,  seven  trout, 
31b.,  and  one  ferox,  61b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  six  trout,  3ilb., 
and  one  ferox,  31b. ;  Mr.  Hutchinson,  twelve  trout, 
61b. ;  and  Mr.  Petersen,  fourteen,  51b.  On  June  8, 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  four,  81b.  On  June  9,  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son, ten,  71b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moncrieff,  five,  41b. ;  and 
Me-srs.  E.  and  A.  Webb,  fifteen,  71b. — W.  Wallace. 

Locli  Doon  (Ayrshire,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Eglinton  Hotel,  on  June  8,  Messrs.  Campbell  and 
Graham,  Manchester,  caught  twenty-seven  trout; 
and  Mr.  Smith,  Ayr,  twenty-eight.  On  June  9,  Mr. 
Finlay,  Glasgow,  fifteen ;  Messrs.  Sim  and  friend, 
Glasgow,  twenty-three  ;  and  Messrs.  Howetson  and 
friend,  Glasgow,  twenty-four.  On  the  the  latter  date 
six  members  of  the  Bohemian  Angling  Club,  Glasgow, 
held  a  competition,  the  total  catch  being  seventy- 
two  trout — first,  Mr.  W.  J.  Mitchell,  sixteen  ;  second, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Brownlee,  fifteen;  third,  Mr.  T.  Duff, 
twelve. — Jas.  Macdonald. 

Iioohinver  (Cxi  lag  Hotel). — On  June  5,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harding,  fourteen  trout  ;  on  June  6,  twenty- 
eight ;  on  June  7,  nineteen,  6Jlb. ;  on  June  8, 
eleven,  41b.  ;  on  June  9,  twenty-one,  71b.,  and  Mr. 
Rowntree,  eighteen,  S^lb.  On  June  11,  Mr.  Rown- 
tree,  thirteen,  3^1b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clegg,  ten,  3Jlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  twenty-one,  101b. — J. 
Mackenzie. 

Looh  Jjeven  (Kinross).  —  The  weather  during 
the  past  few  days  has  been  very  warm,  with  cloud- 
less skies  and  light  south-east  and  south-westerly 
winds.  Fly  fishing,  except  during  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  has  been  hopeless.  Good  catches,  how- 
ever, continue  to  be  made  with  mirmow.  Seventeen 
members  of  Dundee  Westend  Club  creeled  106 
trout,  1081b.  8oz.  First  prize,  Mr.  J.  Ballantine, 
thirteen   trout,  141b.    2oz.     Heaviest  trout,  Mr. 

G.  Donald,  21b.  lloz.  Twenty -two  members 
of  the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club  took  ninety- 
nine  tront.  881b.  First,  Mr.  R.  Scott,  thirteen  trout, 
11  lb.  14oz.  The  Midlothian  Club  with  ten 
rods  had  thirty-nine  trout,  361b.  2oz.,  first,  Mr.  W. 
L.  Beaumont,  eight  trout,  71b.  1  loz.  Private 
parties : — Mr.  Rushworth  and  Mr.  Riley,  Colne, 
thirteen  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  eleven 
trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Hancock,  Coatbridge,  ten  trout, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Duncan,  Dundee,  nine  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ; 
Ex-Provost  Dougall  and  Mr.  John  Young.  Glasgow, 
nine  trout,  91b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Robert  Dougall  and  Mr. 
Munro,  Bathgate,  eleven  trout,  121b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J. 

H.  Gourlay,  Dundee,  eleven  trout,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  A. 
G.  Gillespie,  nine  trout,  91b.  8oz.,  and  eighteen 
trout  181b.  ;  Mr.  Chester  and  Mr.  Walker,  Edin- 
burgh, nine  trout,  11  lb. ;  Mr.  C.  Gourlay,  Dundee, 
nineteen  trout,  ]  Dib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Kuttner,  Glasgow, 
twelve  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  Morrison,  Perth,  nineteen 
trout,  201b.  ;  Dr.  Fergus  and  Mr.  Mackay,  Glasgow, 

trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  A.  T.  Scott  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
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Scott,  fourteen  trout,  1 1  lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  James  Scott, 
six  trout,  61b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Clark,  Edinburgh,  seven 
trout,  6lb.  8oi6. ;  Mr.  Inglis  and  Mr.  Young, 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  lOib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Sime, 
Glasgow,  twelve  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Lamb,  St. 
Andrews,  ten  trout,  121b.;  Master  and  Mrs. 
AUday,  Broughty  Ferry,  seven  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Melville  and  Mr.  Square,  Edinburgh,  ten 
trout  91b.;  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  Kelso,  eleven  trout, 
r21b.  Seventeen  members  of  the  Edinburgh 
Waverley  Club  creeled  eighty-four  trout,  721b.  9oz. 
The  first  prize  was,  won  by  Mr.  D.  Hunter  with 
twelve  trout,  91b.  loz.  Evening  fishing  proved 
fairly  successful  with  fly.  The  following  were  out 
a  few  hours : — "Piscator,"  eight  trout,  51b.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  Pyle,  Glasgow,  four  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Sime, 
Glasgow^  ten  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  C.  Gourley,  Dundee, 
ten  trout  101b.  8oz.  On  tne  evening  previous  to  the 
National  Angling  Clubs'  Competition,  the  following 
anglers  who  were  to  take  part  in  the  contest  on  the 
morrow  were  out  for  a  few  hours  and  had  good 
sport  with  the  fly,  a  "  har  "  having  set  in,  Mr.  vVil- 
son,  Coatbridge,  and  Mr.  W.  Robertson,  Jun., 
Glasgow,  twelve  trout.  141b.  4oz. :  Mr.  Gordon  and 
Mr.  Hogg,  Glasgow,  eight  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Calder, 
seven  trout,  61b.  The  total  capture  for  the  first 
nine  days  of  June  was  1260  trout,  which  weighed 
12321b.— R.  B.  Laino. 

l^yon  (Forting^all  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  June  9  the  members  of  the  Bridge  of  Weir 
Angling  Club  had  the  following  baskets  ot  trout :  — 
Messrs.  A.  Millar,  eight  trout,  weighing  6^lb. ;  A. 
MoCleod,  twelve  trout,  4ilb.  ;  R.  Archer,  seven 
trout,  31b. ;  S.  Muirhead,  eight  trout,  2ilb. ;  and 
several  others  had  from  IJlb.  to  21b. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — River  getting  some- 
what low,  but  pools  teeming  with  fish  in  the  middle 
and  upper  reaches,  although  sport  has  not  been 
over  brisk.  On  the  Braemar  reach,  Mr.  Radcliffe 
had  three  fish,  averaging  81b.  apiece,  while  Mr. 
Lament  had  one  of  lOlb.  on  Saturday  lait.  On 
the  Balmoral  waters  the  royal  keepers  are  having 
really  good  sport  for  the  first  time  and  landing 
several  daily,  chiefly  red  fish.  On  the  Ballater  and 
Glentana  waters  an  occasional  fish  is  being  got,  but 
many  of  the  anglers  have  now  left.  On  the  Aboyne 
water  Mr.  Waterfield  had  five  salmon,  two  on 
June  7  and  three  on  June  8,  on  the  Castle  waters, 
scaling  up  to  11  lb.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  section 
Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr.  Rathbone  landed  thirteen  fish 
for  the  week,  scaling  from  61b.  to  201b.,  and  Mr. 
Hardie,  four,  ranging  from  91b.  to  141b.  On  the 
Kincardine  waters  Mr.  P.  J.  D.  Wykeham  had  ten 
fish  for  the  week  on  the  Borrowstone  section, 
weighing  from  71b.  to  151b.  On  the  Cairnton,  Lord 
Penrhyn's  son,  guesta,  and  keepers  have  had  over 
200  fish  for  the  season.  On  the  Durris  water  Mr. 
Meakin  finished  his  season  last  week  with  a  score 
of  138  fish  since  Feb.  13.  Don. — On  the  Pitmedden 
section,  on  June  6,  Grant,  keeper  to  Mrs.  Thomson, 
had  the  first  grilse  of  the  season  on  these  parts. 
On  the  Earl  of  Kintore's  waters  Mr.  Forbes  had  a 
fine  trout  of  3^lh.  on  Saturday  last,  Messrs.  Ritchie, 
Clyne,  Smith,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Christie  (Cults)  having 
had  fair  sport  on  other  days. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sport  among  sea-trout  in 
the  Solway  rivers  has  not  been  of  much  account 
since  last  week's  report,  but  some  fair  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  are  reported.  The  rivers  are  again 
low,  and  the  bright  sunshine,  with  little  or  no  wind 
on  the  water,  is  causing  anglers  to  confine  their 
attention  to  night  fishing.  The  Annan. — This 
river  is  low  and  clear,  and  sport  has  been  at  a  low 
ebb.  In  the  Castlemilk  water,  Mr.  John  Rae  has 
had  some  fine  sea- trout  by  angling  after  dark  with  the 
fly.  Early  morning  fishers  have  also  had  a  number 
of  sea-trout  with  fly  and  worm  on  Stewart  tackle. 
The  DaMFRiES  Nith  and  Calbn. — A  number  of 
anglers  have  met  with  some  fair  creels  of  trout  on 
the  Nith  and  its  tributaries.  Mr.  Livingstone,  fish- 
ing a  private  part  of  the  Nith,  caught  twenty  yellow 
trout  on  June  9  ;  Mr.  Pulson  took  fifteen  on  the  same 
stretch.  Mr.  Patterson,  fishing  the  Cairn  Angling  As- 
sociation water  landed  thirty-five  good  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  W.  McMurdo  caught  a  marked  trout  of  fully 
half  a  pound  on  the  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown 
Angling  Association  water,  near  Lincluden  Abbey. 
The  trout  was  branded  with  the  letters  M.  O  I. 
In  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Ciirn,  Mr.  Frank 
Trotter  and  Mr.  Dick  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  as  also  had  Messrs.  A.  Kennedy,  F.  Parish, 
John  Noble,  Richard  Ancell,  J ohn  Henderson  and 
others.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Loch- 
enbreck  of  Castle  Douglas  has  been  affording  some 
good  creels  of  yellow  trout  to  visitors.  Not  much 
is  doing  on  the  rivers,  though  some  anglers  have 
had  very  fair  sport  on  the  Oree.  The  Ayrshire 
Rivers  and  Lochs.  Some  good  sport  has  fallen 
to  the  rods  on  the  lochs  of  this  district.  A 
large  number  of  anglers  have  been  put  up  at 
the  Eglinton  Hotel  of  Dalmellington,  and  have 
met  with  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout. 
Other  visiting  parties  were  out  from  the  same 
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village  and  had  good  sport.  The  rivers  are  not 
yielding  much  sport  owing  to  the  unsuitable  weather 
and  the  waters  being  clear.  Local  rods  have  had  a 
few  trout  on  the  Girvan  and  the  Stincher  of 
Ballantrae.— HBATHKRBKLr... 

Spey  (Aberlourj. — During  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  rather  warm  and  bright  for  suc- 
cessful angling  A  salmon  of  81b.  was  killed  on  the 
Aberlour  Water  by  Captain  York  on  June  8. — N.L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  has  fallen  o£E  some- 
what owing  to  the  strong  sunshine.  From  the 
Tulchan  Water  la^t  week  some  sixteen  salmon  were 
landed  by  Mr.  McCorquodale's  party,  and  from  the 
Knockando  water  (Mr.  Hankey's)  on  June  8,  Mr. 
John  Shand,  gamekeeper,  had  one  of  91b.  ;  while 
from  the  Laggan,  Carron  water,  on  June  6,  Mr. 
H.  Cutiiming,  tiiherman,  had  one  of  8^1b.  On  the 
Wester  Elchies  water  on  June  8,  Mr.  W.  Duncan, 
fisherman,  killed  one  of  61b.  ;  on  June  11,  one  of 
141b.  ;  and  on  June  12  another  of  the  same  weight. 
On  June  12,  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession,  a  con- 
signment of  60,000  salmon  fry,  about  eight  weeks 
old,  were  conveyed  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon's  salmon  hatchery  at  Fochabers,  and 
put  into  a  part  of  the  river  at  Carron. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — In  consequence  of  the  cloudless 
sunshine  and  drying  winds  that  continued  during 
the  week  this  river  was  reduced  twelve  inches  and 
all  the  stretches  are  in  order.  Trout  take  the  fly 
after  sunset  and  good  sport  is  being  obtained  at 
Kilrea  and  Pontglenone,  where  Sedges  are  becoming 
very  plentiful.  A  small  run  of  grilse  and  spring 
Salmon  continue  coming  in  from  the  sea  and  are 
passing  over  the  weirs,  but  a  proportion  is  remain- 
ing on  all  the  reaches,  where  they  are  coming  to  the 
fly.  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  caught  one  salmon,  131b.; 
Mr.  Artindale  and  friend  five,  12Jlb.,  131b.,  13 Jib., 
13Jlb.,  and  181b  ;  Mr.  Shaw  one,  12ilb.,  at  Caron- 
roe;  Mr.  Mulholland  one,  131b.;  Mr.  F.Wilson  two, 
6ilb.  and  101  b.  ;  and  Mr.  B  iilean,  two,  5lb.  and 
8lb.,  at  Kilrea.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  being  low, 
trout  fiihing  in  the  past  week  was  limited  to  the 
rise  after  sunset,  and  even  then  comparatively  little 
was  done.  The  Woodburn  waters;are  fishing  well 
during  the  evening  rise — from  eight  o'clock  to  ten 
o'clock. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — A  number 
of  fine  salmon  (eighteen)  were  landed  by  the  follow- 
ing anglers  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson,  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  Mr.  G. 
Cripps,  Mr.  Davies,  Mr.  Co  well,  and  Major  H.  M. 
CliH.  The  fish  ranged  in  weight  from  81b.  to  181b. 
Mr.  A.  May  also  landed  a  salmon  13|lb.  on  June  8. 
On  Lough  Erne  some  fine  trouting  was  enjoyed, 
Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  captured  the  largest  trout  of 
the  week,  71b.  weight. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Iiongh  Arrow  (Boyle) — The  weather  during  the 
week  was  very  unfavourable  for  the  dap,  being 
flat  calm  and  scorching  hot.  There  was  a  tremen- 
dous rise  of  trout,  but  one  could  not  get  a  fly  over 
them.  Major  Harding  had  one  on  June  7,  IJlb.  ; 
Hart  Jackson,  one,  IJlb.  On  June  8  (evening)  a 
breeze  sprang  up,  and  Colonel  Hewat  had  one,  21b. ; 
Major  Harding,  one,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Hall,  two,  2 Jib.  and 
6Jlb.,  the  latter  a  grand  fish ;  Mr.  J.  H.  McKenna 
had  three  fish,  2Jlb.,  5lb.,  6Jlb.,  and  to  him  fell 
the  nicest  brace  I  have  seen,  his  6Jlb  being  a 
beauty.  The  next  day  came  hot  again,  and  a  good 
many  anglers  had  taken  to  the  dry  fly,  which 
proved  successful,  Mr.  Wilson  getting  four  over 
31b.  each ;  Mr.  Price,  two,  3ilb.  and  31b. ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Renny,  two,  4Jlb.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Henderson,  two, 
over  51b.  each.  Mr.  G.  H.  Lloyd  had  the  heaviest 
fish,  7Jlb.  and  is  still  having  good  sport.  Col. 
Gettin  and  Admiral  Fitzgerald  had  fourteen  fish 
one  day,  and  the  Earl  of  Kingston  had  sixteen — 
nine  to  his  own  rod.  The  fly  is  still  coming  up  in 
great  number,  and  the  weather  has  changed — G.  A. 

Iiongh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  June  2, 
Mr.  Ducroz,  eight  trout,  9Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper, 
two,  31b. ;  Messrs.  Herbert  and  Shiley  Robinson, 
five,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Floriss  and  Dr.  Housten,  four,  7Jlb.  ; 
Capt.  Kelly,  six,  9Jlb. ;  Capt.  McNab,  seven,  9lb. ; 
Messrs.  OakdenandBartholome,  four,  5lb.  On  June  3, 
Mr.  Ducroz,  three,  41b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper,  one, 
21b. ;  Mr.  H.  Robinson  and  brother,  five,  9lb.  ;  Mr. 
Floriss  and  Dr.  Housten,  one,  3Jlb. ,  Capt.  Kelly, 
one,  21b. ;  Capt.  McNab,  six,  1 1  lb.  ;  Messrs.  Oakden 
and  Bartholome,  six,  91b.  On  June  4,  Mr.  Ducroz, 
three,  41b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Robinson  and  brother,  three, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Floriss  and  Dr.  Housten,  four,  51b. ;  Capt. 
Kelly,  three,  4ilb. ;  Capt.  McNab,  three,  51b.  On 
June  6,  Mr.  Ducroz,  six,  91b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper, 
seven,  91b. ;  Mr.  H.  Robinson  and  brother,  sixteen, 
201b. ;  Mr.  Floriss  and  Dr.  Housten,  seven,  91b. ; 
Capt.  Kelly,  nine,  8lb. ;  Capt.  McNab,  six,  1 1  lb.  ; 
Messrs.  Oakden  and  Bartholome,  five,  8 Jib.  On 
June  6,  Mr.  Ducroz,  four,  61b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Robinson 
and  brother,  one,  9Jlb.  (sent  to  Mc Williams,  Dublin, 
to  beset  up) ;  Capt.  Kelly,  four,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Oakden 
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and  Bartholome,  six,  51b.  :  Capt.  McNab,  five,  6Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Smallwood  and  Rev.  Chitty,  eleven,  141b.  On 
J une  7,  Mr.  Ducroz,  two.  41b. ;  Mr.  H.  Robinson  and 
brother,  eleven,  171b.  ;  Capt.  Kelly,  two.  5lb.  ;  Capt. 
McXab,  two,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Oakden  and  Bartholome, 
three,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Smallwood  and  Rev.  Chitty,  five, 
61b.  On  June  S,  Mr.  Ducroz,  eight,  101b. ;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Leeper,  three,  51b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Robinson  and 
brother,  eight.  131b. ;  Capt.  Kelly,  eight,  1 1  lb. ;  Capt. 
McXab,  five,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Oakden  and  friend,  two,  2lb. ; 
Mr.  Smallwood  and  Rev.  Chitty,  four,  5lb.  On 
June  9,  Mr.  Ducroz,  six,  91b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper, 
three,  51b. ;  Capt.  Kelly,  two,  51b.  ;  Capt.  McNab. 
four,  51b. ;  Mr.  Oakden  and  friend,  seven,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Smallwood  and  Rev.  Chitty,  six,  8lb.  Mr. 
Underwood  killed  one  trout  of  lojlb.  on  the  Corrib 
with  live  minnow,  and  sent  it  to  McVVilliams, 
Dublin,  tQ  be  set  up. — Thos.  Naughton. 

Lough  Curraae,  eto.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  continues  very  sultry  and  bright,  and 
sport  in  consequence  has  been  very  backward,  and 
has  been  confined  to  trout.  Xo  salmon  have  been 
had  since  last  report. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).— The 
same  conditions  hold  good  as  last  week ;  given 
favourable  weather  anglers  are  having  a  delightful 
time-  The  shores  of  Corrib,  near  Clonbur,  are 
yielding  splendidly  this  season,  the  trout  being  in 
good  condition  and  averaging  over  IJlb.,  to  the  fly, 
both  real  and  artificial.  The  May  Fly  is  now  fairly 
up  and  will  last  about  another  three  weeks,  and 
the  Daddy  is  becoming  plentiful,  therefore  the 
"  dapper"  need  not  fear  having  a  lure.  The  Mount 
Gable  Hotel  visitors'  catches  lor  the  week  are : — 
June  7,  Mr.  Seaton  and  Mr.  Paterson,  ten  trout, 
121b.,  best  2Jlb.  (dap.) ;  Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chis- 
holm,  four  trout,  61b.,  best  2Jib.  (dap.) ;  Mr.  Deane, 
one  trout,  61b.  12oz.  (troll.);  Mr.  Pethick,  four 
trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Barnes,  four  trout,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr. 
Drake  and  Mr.  Newlyn.  nine  trout,  51b.  (dap.)  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Jones,  four  trout,  3.pb. 
(dap.);  and  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Clark, 
six  trout,  6Jlb.,  best  21b  (dap.).  June  8, 
Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Barnes,  five  trout,  4ilb., 
best  lib.  6oz.  (dap.);  Mr.  Deane,  three  trout,  21b. 
(dap.) ;  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Clerk,  five  trout, 
5Jlb.,  best  21b. ;  Mr.  Anmdel  and  Mr.  Chisholm, 
four  trout.  41b.  lOoz.,  best  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  M.  Jones, 
three  trout,  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Seaton  and  Mr.  Pater- 
son, four  trout,  71b.,  best  2Jlb.  (dap.).  June  9, 
Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Barnes,  six  trout,  61b.  9oz., 
best  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chisholm, 
seven  trout,  lOJlb.,  best  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Clerk,  seven  trout,  81b.,  best  lib.  14oz. 
June  11, Mr.  Drake  three  trout,  71b.,  best  3:|^lb.  (dap.); 
Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chisholm  three  trout,  2Jlb., 
best  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Clerk  four  trout, 
3|lb.  ;  this  was  an  unfavourable  day.  June  12, 
Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chisholm  seven  trout,  11  lb., 
best  2jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  one  trout,  l^lb. ; 
Mr.  Clerk  and  Mr.  Hinchliff  seven  trout,  9^1  b. ;  Mr. 
Drake  four  trout,  31b.  8oz.,  best  l^lb. ;  Mr.  Deans 
three  trout,  ll^lb.,  best  Gib.  and  4Jlb.  (troll).— G.  A. 

Loogh  Melviiii — Sport  amongst  the  gillarooes 
and  brown  trout  was  good  during  the  past  week, 
and  several  grilse  and  two  salmon  of  11  lb.  and  91b. 
were  also  landed  by  the  anglers  out,  and  sport  at 
time  of  writing  continues  good. — M.  Rooak  &  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  wtis  bad  owing  to  the  bright  sunshine, 
only  a  tew  grilse  being  taken  on  the  tly.    Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilson  lost  a  spring  fish  on  June  7  after  long  play. 
On  the  loughs  fishing  for  trout  was  fair,  some  good 
f     baskets  being  taken  on  Loughs  Talt  and  Calla. 
I     The  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish.    All  we  want 
I    now  is  a  change  in  the  weather  to  give  good  sport. 
'    — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllan  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Bright  sunshine  here  and  wind  north  ; 
still  a  little  sport  has  been  obtained  ;  Mr.  Hinchliff 
I  two  grilse,  31b.  SJlb.,  and  one  salmon  51b.  which  he 
j  got  whila  fishing  for  trout  with  a  tiny  May  Fly  ; 
Mr.  Kempsey  three  grilse  41b.,  4Jlb.,  51b.  ;  Dr.  J. 
A.  Johnson  two  grilse,  61b.  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  M.  S.  Runch- 
man  five  grilse,  41b.,  4iib.,  51b.,  51b.,  61b. ; 
Mr.  S.  Scroop  two  grilse,  41b.,  5lb.,  one  salmon 
101b.;  Mr.  Knox  two)  salmon,  101b.  13lb.  ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Ross  one  grilse  41b.  ;  Mr.  Wigan 
one  grilse,  51b.  Mr.  McKean  and  Mr.  McCawley 
had  some  very  nice  takes  of  trout.  Mr.  Bridg- 
water had  some  trout,  largest  3Jlb.,  and  a  gillaroo. 
Sea-trout  anglers  are  having  good  sport,  Capt. 
Bloss  Lynch  getting  ten,  131b. ;  Mr.  Kempsey  had 
some  jack,  largest  171b.  Mr.  Hinchcliff,  while  fish- 
ing for  trout  with  the  May  Fly,  got  one  salmon 
sy^h.,  and  he  also,  while  trolling  tor  pike  with  a 
e^in.  natural  bait,  got  one  grilse  2|lb.,  a  very 
curious  experience.  A  change  of  wind  is  all  we 
want  for  good  sport. — Pat  Heabns. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). —  During  the  week 
the  weather  has  been  brilliant  and  inteuBely  hot. 
On  Newgarden  Mr.  Astley  Creswick,  from  June  1  to 


June  12,  killed  two  salmon,  lOJlb.,  151b.,  six  peal, 
41b.,  41b.,  31b.,  41b.,  51b.,  41b.  ;  the  fishermen  killed 
four  peal,  61b.,  31b.,  61b.,  61b.  On  Prospect  the 
fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  161b.,  121b.,  and  three 
peal,  3 Jib.,  21b.,  51b.  On  Doonas  the  fishermen 
killed  one  peal,  4lb.,  and  one  salmon,  8Jlb.  On  the 
Worldsend  Miss  Gwen  Wheatley  killed  one  salmon, 
141b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
two  salmon,  7Jlb.,  17lb.,  and  two  peal,  2ilb.,  3Jlb. 
— John  Enbight  &  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  D«rg(Killaloe).— Although 
the  Green  Drake  fishing  opened  indifferently,  yet 
it  has  had  a  splendid  closing.  Splendid  bags  were 
made  by  very  many  anglers,  especially  among 
English  anglers,  who  include  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass  and 
his  friend  Mr.  F.  Hughton.  The  decent  captures  of 
salmon  have  been  few,  but  the  Hon.  Somero 
Somerset,  who  has  been  fishing  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley's 
preserves,  has  made  his  mark  among  the  grilse  and 
large  trout. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  fishing  notes  there  has 
been  only  one  suitable  day  for  dapping.  On  June  6 
a  few  fish  were  landed,  and  as  the  day  wore  on  the 
breeze  became  fight  and  eventually  died  away. 
Every  day  since  has  been  intensely  hot  and  almost 
dead  calm,  and  sport  has  been  completely  blocked, 
which  should  have  continued  for  at  least  another 
fortnight.  Eel  speaxing  and  perch  netting  are  now 
indulged  in  by  a  considerable  section,  especially  of 
the  professional  boatmen  and  fishermen,  and  I  have 
seen  up  to  fifty  dozen  perch  exposed  for  sale.  In 
some  lakes  great  quantities  of  large  tench  are 
taken,  many  of  which  I  have  seen  weighing  51b. 
and  61b.  each.  The  stoppage  of  the  dapping  has 
been  a  serious  disappointment  to  all  concerned. 
— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanz  (June  1). — The  Green  Drake  period  in 
the  Rhone  Valley  has  arrived,  but  owing  to  the 
great  heat  of  the  weather  lately  the  melting  snow 
has  rendered  the  water  of  the  streams  so  high  and 
thick  that  on  some  of  the  best  reaches  of  the  Stock- 
alper  these  flies  have  been  seen  to  sail  by  without 
attracting  the  notice  of  a  single  trout.  After  ex- 
ploring some  of  its  best  reaches  this  week,  and  also 
the  Eaufroid,  one  of  our  capable  anglers  returned 
with  but  a  single  half-pound  fish,  taken  on  a  May 
Fly  of  my  construction,  the  wings  derived  from  the 
naturally  coloured  feathers  of  the  Indian  green 
pigeon.  Crossing  by  steamer  to  Bouveret,  I  visited 
the  lowest  reach  of  this  stream  the  other  day,  and 
found  it  only  fit  for  worm  fishing,  but  I  heard  of 
a  7lb.  lake  trout  being  recently  captured  in  a  rapid 
here  by  a  native  angler  with  a  minnow.  Some  of 
these  large  fish  are  taken  in  most  seasons  while 
migrating  at  their  spawning  period  from  Lac  L6man, 
and  many  used  formerly  to  be  netted  in  the  Rhone, 
near  Vouvery.  This  May  Fly  season  coincides  with 
the  festivities  here  attending  the  opening  of  the 
great  Simplon  Railway  Tunnel  into  Italy,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  all  the  eastern  end  of  Lac  L6man 
and  the  country  on  both  sides  were  ablaze  with 
brilliant  illuminations  and  fireworks  on  the  night 
of  May  29. — Benwyan.  [Received  too  late  for 
last  week.]  June  9. — Last  week  ended  with  cool 
weather,  consequent  upon  thunder  and  rain  storms, 
unfavourably  affecting  all  the  river  fishing  within 
reach,  the  water  being  bank  high  and  dirty,  and 
but  a  scanty  supply  of  Green  Drakes  going,  to 
which  no  trout  were  rising,  even  along  the  lighter 
water  at  the  edges.  Besides  this,  too  luxuriant 
vegetation  left  entirely  alone  now  greatly  increases 
the  difficulty  of  casting,  while  such  floods  as  these 
do  nothing  to  remove  it,  but  some  good  plank 
gangways  which  were  badly  wanted  have  at  last 
been  placed  over  the  Stockalper  affluents.  Under 
the  prevailing  drawbacks  some  attention  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  shorter  Eaufroid  stream,  found  to 
be  clearer,  and  here  a  few  half-pound  trout  were 
taken  or  lost,  but  the  Vaudois  water  has  afforded 
no  sport,  being  quite  too  muddy  for  fly  fishing. 
Bright,  sunny  days  in  the  middle  of  the  week, 
tempered  by  cool  bise  winds,  succeeded,  but  the 
flies  will  need  some  cleaner  water  to  favour  their 
appearance  in  force.  Two  days  ago  a  visit  was 
made  to  one  of  the  upper  Stockalper  reaches  beyond 
Vouvery,  where  the  stream  was  found  just  clear 
enough  to  fish  with  an  upstream  wind  blowing. 
The  May  Flies  were  not  numerous,  but  half  a  dozen 
nice  trout  wore  taken  in  a  short  time,  none  much 
over  8oz.  or  9oz.  Prospects  may  , improve  if  the 
weather  is  at  all  suitable  within  the  next  few  days. 
— Benwyan. 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Oazette,  St.  Unnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of ' '  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. " 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  eTxbieot."— Fishing  Oautte, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Balllnskelligs. — Sport  has  been  only  obtainable 
in  the  late  evenings,  owing  to  the  groat  heat  and 
glare. — T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (oo.  Kerry). — No  boat  anglers  have 
been  out  since  last  report.  Rock  fishers,  however, 
have  been  pretty  much  in  evidence  along  the 
Reeneraugh  promontory,  and  have  had  good  sport, 
generally  speaking,  at  pollack  and  wrasse. — • 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Strong  north-east  winds  still 
prevail,  and  but  little  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  local  angling  lately,  though  some  heavy  numeri- 
cal catches  of  small  poutings  have  been  made, 
and  several'nurse-dogs  have  also  been  taken  and  a 
few  dabs,  but  not  a  single  pollack  has  come  to 
hand.  Many  heavy  schools  of  mackerel  and 
shoals  of  porpoises  may  daily  be  seen  disporting 
themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pier,  but  very 
few  of  the  former  have  been  captured.  Pier 
patrons  on  June  8,  comprised  Miss  Turner, 
and  Messrs.  Smith,  Band,  McCann,  Turner,  Tress, 
Hume,  Branscombe,  Temple,  Keep,  Hannan  and 
Stait.  Mr.  Tress  alone  took  over  one  hundred 
pouting,  and  nearly  every  one  present  made  a  fair 
numerical  bag.  Additional  anglers  on  June  9  were 
Mrs.  Val  Dicks,  Miss  Morgan,  Mr.  Belcher,  Mr. 
Miskin,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Pierpoint  and  Mr. 
Morgan.  Several  rods  were  busily  plied  for  pollack, 
but  no  one  got  the  satisfaction  of  a  single 
knock.  The  pier  was  almost  deserted  on  June  10, 
the  wind  on  that  day  being  very  rough  and  in- 
clement. Mr.  Band  made  a  fair  mixed  bag  early  on 
the  morning  of  June  11,  but  later  in  the  day  Mr. 
W.  Sharpson,  Mr.  F.  Turner,  Mr.  Pierpoint,  and 
Mr.  E.  Fitzgerald  did  but  little  execution.  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Collier,  Master  Bernard  Jacobs,  Mr.  Philp, 
Mr.  Piper,  and  Mrs.  Puckridge  joined  forces  with 
others  on  June  12,  when  several  nurses  were  caught, 
and  fair  numbers  of  other  varieties  were  also  taken. 
Mr.  Belcher  took  two  nurse-dogs  at  once  on  the 
morning  of  June  13,  upon  mackerel  bait,  but  the 
day's  results  were  not  startling.  Mr.  J.  Down,  of 
Whitstable,  was  the  only  additional  pier  angler  on 
this  day. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pensanoe. — Very  fine  weather.  Ground  fishing ; 
moderate  sport.  One  catch :  twelve  good  pollack, 
thirty  various,  bream,  etc.  Captain  Rolleston 
(B.S.A.S.),  fair  catch  of  pollack  (one  of  121b.),  and 
various  small  fish,  bream,  etc.  Total  catch,  forty 
fish.  Self  and  boatman,  on  June  12,  twenty 
mackerel,  two  pollack,  one  haddock,  one  pouting, 
one  ling,  one  conger,  twenty  bream,  and  five  dog- 
fish. Whiffing  for  pollack  good  sport.  Mr.  Arthur 
Smith,  eight  pollack,  one  of  121b.,  rest  averaging 
31b.  to  41b.  each.  Mr.  Johns,  twenty  nice  pollack. 
Mr.  Polsue,  four  catches,  forty-eight  good  sized 
pollack.  Others  had  fair  catches.  Rod  fishing  and 
hand  lining  from  piers  have  given  good  sport — 
pollack,  bream,  chad,  and  conger  in  good  numbers, 
although  the  fish  run  rather  small. — J.  H.  RowE. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  all  that  could 
be  desired  during  the  past  week  and  sea  perfectly 
calm ;  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  very  good, 
especially  with  the  bass.  Large  quantities  of  these 
fish  are  still  being  caught,  all  with  the  spinning 
sand-eel  (red  and  white).  Pollack  are  also  being 
taken  from  off  the  Millbay  Docks  ;  these  fish  do 
not  run  very  large,  but  those  that  are  caught  just 
by  the  breakwater  run  much  larger.  Pouting 
fishing  still  continues  good.  Mackerel  are  still 
scarce,  very  few  being  taken  in  the  Sound  yet. 
Mullet  have  quite  taken  their  departure  for  the 
time,  although  a  few  are  taken  occasionally.  The 
list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  include  bream  in 
general,  wrasse  in  general,  atherine  (smelt), 
sturgeon,  bass,  surmullet,  salmon,  peal,  trout, 
pilchard,  thornback,  pollack,  hake,  mackerel,  dory, 
scad,  eel,  conger,  launce,  sole,  plaice,  turbot, 
brill,  marysole,  flounders,  and  halibut. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  is  still  very  fine  and 
fishing  is  pretty  general,  both  from  pier  and  boat. 
Some  very  good  catches  of  flounders  have  been 
had  in  the  backwater,  where  eel-bobbiog  is  in  full 
swing,  with  excellent  results.  There  are  a  few 
larger  bass  coming  into  the  harbour,  and  on  last 
Monday  evening  Mr.  F.  Ferris,  fishing  with  a  friend, 
took  six  good  fish  from  1  lb.  to  31b.  m  weight,  also 
a  few  pollack.  Captain  Martin,  a  local  angler  of 
repute,  has  captured  some  splendid  grey  mullet 
from  near  the  Breakwater  Fort,  also  bass  up  to 
61b.  in  weight.  Reports  from  Ferry  Bridge  are 
meagre,  only  a  few  bass  being  taken,  although 
there  are  a  lot  passing  up  with  the  tide  each  day. 
A  fine  specimen  of  the  thresher  shark  was  caught 
on  the  Chesil  beach  in  the  mackerel  nets  last  week 
measuring  over  eleven  feet  in  length.  Prospects 
for  week-end  are  good ;  tides  rather  slack. — Chas. 
J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


436 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


June  16,  1906 


gfoWings       t^c  iUap. 


Oathe.r  your  rosebuds  while  ye  may. 

Old  Time  is  still  a-flying. 
And  this  same  flower,  that  blooms  to-day. 

To-morrow  may  be  dying. 

— Heeeick. 


The  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  will  hold  their 
first  club  competition  of  the  season  on  Sunday, 
June  24.  Leave  Charing  Cross  on  Saturday,  June  23, 
by  the  5.30  p.m.  train.  Headquarters  :  The  Anchor 
Hotel,  Yalding.  Some  valuable  prizes  are  offered 
for  competition,  amongst  which  are  several  ladies' 
prizes,  ladies  being  specially  invited.  The  usual 
club  conditions  will  be  in  force.  Fish  to  be  weighed 
in  at  the  club-house,  Cercle  Franflais,  Lisle-btreet, 
Leicester-square. 


I  HE.VR  that  the  Crystal  Palace  waters,  which 
were  restocked  with  roach,  bream,  perch,  and  tench 
last  February,  will  be  open  for  fishing  on  June  16. 
There  are  about  twelve  acres  of  these  waters  ;  they 
are  well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  and 
may  be  fished  by  anyone  purchasing  an  angling 
ticket  at  the  boat-house.  Lower  Lake.  The  charge, 
not  including  admission  to  the  Palace  grounds,  is  Is. 
a  day,  or  £1  Is.  the  season. 


Anglers  who  have  fished  the  Darenth  at  Farning- 
ham  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Lion  Hotel.  It 
is  prettily  situated  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
parts  of  Kent,  and  possesses  every  convenience  for 
trout  fishing,  shooting,  cycling,  and  motoring 
parties.  The  hotel  has  been  re-furnished  through- 
out, and  contains  a  new  and  spacious  coffee-room, 
etc.  The  new  proprietor,  Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott,  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials, 
and  I  can  saiely  recommend  visitors  to  call  in  at 
the  Lion. 


The  Umbeella. 

An  imibrella  is  a  "little  shade."  Cotgrave  in 
1611  defined  an  "  imibrello '*  as  "a  (fashion  of) 
round  and  broad  fanne,  wherewith  the  Indians  (and 
from  them  our  great  ones)  preserve  themselves  from 
the  heat  of  a  scorching  sunne."  To  Ben  Johnson 
and  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  likewise  the  "  umbrella  " 
was  a  sunshade.  According  to  Florio  (1598)  an 
umbrella  was  "  a  little  round  thing  that  womejn 
bare  in  their  hands  to  shadow  them  ;  also,  a  broad- 
brimmed  hat  to  keep  off  the  heat  and  raynne ;  also, 
a  kind  of  round  thing  like  a  round  skreene  that 
gentlemen  use  in  Italy  in  time  of  sommer." 

*  «  «  « 

Anglers  very  seldom  carry  umbrellas — that  is  to 
say,  on  fishing  bent.  But  I  think  there  will  be  a  few 
"  brollies,"  parasols,  and  parapluies  in  use  at  the 
Anglo-French  Piscatorials'  outing  to  Yalding  on 
June  24,  as  many  ladies  have  accepted  invitations 
to  be  present. 


Length  of  Silkworm  Fibre. 
Authorities  and  popular  works  differ  greatly  in 
their  estimates  of  the  length  of  the  fibre  in  the 
cocoon  of  the  domestic  silkworm,  Bombyx  mori. 
Published  statements  of  the  length  of  this  fibre 
could  be  cited  which  range  all  the  way  from  1100 
feet  to  eleven  miles.  Even  so  good  an  authority  as 
the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica "  places  it  at  300 
yards.  Recent  measurements  made  in  the  Division 
of  Entomology  show  that  with  certain  Milanese 
yellow  cocoons  raised  in  the  United  States  from 
eggs  purchased  from  France  the  fibre  varies  in 
length  from  888  to  1195  yards. 


As  will  be  seen  on  p.  439,  the  "Briny"  Anglers 
had  their  annual  competition  at  Littleharapton  last 
week-end.  Capital  sport,  a  goodly  attendance,  and 
an  enjoyable  outing  was  the  result.  The  "Briny" 
Anglers  are  steadily  but  surely  coming  to  the  front 
amongst  sea  fishermen. 


The  "  Call-Boy  "  is  the  title  of  a  new  publication 
devoted  to  music,  drama,  and  the  variety  theatre — 
and  a  smart  boy  he  is.  Some  of  his  chestnuts 
(roasted,  baked,  and  boiled)  are  almost  equal  to  the 
tales  that  anglers  are  wont  to  tell  in  the  club-room 
after  a  day's  outing — that  is  to  say,  they  are  a  bit 
"tall";  but  the  "Call-Boy"  knows  how  to  tell 
them.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  glancing  through 
a  few  of  the  earlier  numbers,  and  judging  by  the 
contents,  the  "Boy"  should  have  a  long  and 
prosperous  run.  He  has  my  best  wishes.  One 
penny  monthly;  12  and  13,  Red  Lion-court,  E.C. 


"  That  benevolent-looking  old  gentleman  you  see 
sitting  on  his  box  fishing  was  a  very  poor  angler 
some  thirty  years  ago."    "Well,  he's  still  that." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Anglers'  Association  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next  (June  21),  at  the 
Saracen's  Head  Hotel,  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. 
Tickets,  3s.  6d.  eacli.  Covers  will  be  lifted  at  seven 
o'clock,  and,  as  usual,  a  large  and  representative 
company  will _bo^ present. 


The  programme  of  events  for  the  summer  session 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  (June  6  to 
Sept.  26)  has  just  been  issued.  At  the  meeting  on 
June  13  "  Whitsuntide  Experiences  "  were  discussed. 
On  June  27  Messrs.  E.  M.  Mallett,  F.  Edge,  and 
others  will  read  papers  on  "  Fishing  on  the  Welsh 
Coast  and  off  the  Isle  of  Man." 


On  Saturday  last,  at  Southwold,  three  fishermen 
in  the  bay  secured  a  thresher  fish,  a  pugnacious 
species,  and  a  great  enemy  of  the  whale.  It  was 
seven  feet  in  length,  with  a  huge  tail.  Notwith- 
standing the  great  bulk  of  the  whale,  it  is  oftefa 
killed  by  the  thresher  fish. 


To  Rescue  the  Ninety  and  Nine. 

It  transpires  that  an  address  to  ministers  given 
at  Brighton  by  Dr.  'I'orrey  during  his  recent  evan- 
gelistic tour  had  unexpected  consequences.  The 
audience  was  composed  of  ministers,  and  the  suljject 
was  the  evils  of  tobacco  smoking.  A  young  minister, 
deeply  impressed,  rose  and  said  that  a  wealthy 
deacon  had  lately  presented  him  with  a  box  of  a 
hundred  choi«e  cigars.  He  had  smoked  one,  but 
after  hearing  Dr.  "Torrey's  address  he  intended  to  go 
homo  and  throw  the  rest  behind  the  fire.  Thereupon 
a  Baptist  minister  rose  and  said  he  meant  to  go 
with  his  reverend  brother.  "My  intention,"  he 
added,  "is  to  rescue  the  ninety  and  nine."  [Why 
did  not  the  Baptist  minister  drown  them  ?  Or  if 
they  had  been  sent  to  me  I  would  have  burned  them 
— one  at  a  time.  ] 


To  the  May  Fly. 

Thou  art  a  frail  and  lovely  thing 

Engender'd  by  the  sun  : 
A  moment  only  on  the  wing. 

And  thy  career  is  done 
Thou  sportest  in  the  evening  beam 

An  hour — an  age  to  thee — 
In  gaiety  above  the  stream. 

Which  soon  thy  grave  must  be. 
Although  thy  life  is  like  to  thee 

An  atom — art  thou  not 
Far  happier  than  thou  e'er  couldst  be 

If  long  life  were  thy  lot  ? 
For  then  deep  pangs  might  wound  thy  breast, 

And  make  thee  wish  for  death  : 
But  as  it  is  thou'rt  soon  at  rest 

Thou  creature  of  a  breath  ! 
A  man's  life  passeth  thus  away, 

A  thing  of  joy  and  sorrow  ; 
The  earth  he  treads  upon  to-day 
Shall  cover  him  to-morrow. 

— Barton  Wilfoed, 
in  Hone's  "  Every -Day  Book,"  1830. 
•  •  •  * 

"  The  May  Fly  is  up  ! " 
I  heard  it  at  supper  ; 
But  this  is  much  quicker. 
From  one,  Martin  Tupper : — 

"  Or,  like  a  snowflake  in  the  river, 
A  moment  white — then  gone  for  ever." 


A  Wood-Sawing  Fly. 
It  is  marvellous,  says  Pearson's  Weekly,  how 
many  of  the  tiny  creatures  in  the  insect  world 
conceal  and  preserve  their  eggs.  Some  will  deposit 
them  in  extraordinary  places,  others  will  insert 
them  in  the  skins  of  living  animals.  Others,  again, 
deposit  their  eggs  where  the  young  grub,  after 
coming  from  the  egg,  finds  food  close  at  hand. 
Among  these  last  mentioned  are  insects  who  bestow 
great  labour  in  the  cradle  of  their  young.  The  place 
they  select  is  a  hard  part  of  a  leaf  or  the  woody 
branch  of  a  tree.  In  this  they  saw  out  a  hole  large 
enough  to  contain  their  eggs,  whence  their  name, 
saw-flies.  For  this  purpose  they  are  provided 
with  an  ovipositor  of  peculiar  construction.  It 
consists  of  two  long  pieces  closing  like  a  sheath  over 
a  third. 

*  *  *  * 

In  the  tenthredo  this  third  piece  contains  two 
little  saws,  each  of  which  has  been  compared  to 
the  tenon-saw  used  by  the  cabinet-makers.  The 
tenon-saw  is  single,  but  that  of  the  tenthredo  is 
double,  consisting  of  two  distinct  saws.  The  insect 
in  using  them  throws  out  one  saw,  and  while  it  is 
returning,  pushes  out  the  other.  This  alternate 
motion  is  continued  until  the  cut  is  made,  when  the 
two  saws,  receding  from  each  other,  conduct  the 


egg  between  them  into  its  place.  Not  only  is  the 
edge  of  the  saw  notched  into  teeth,  but  on  every 
tooth  a  number  of  smaller  teeth  appear. 


The  following  is  culled  from  that  smart  little 
paper  the  Daily  News-Advertiser  (Vancouver, 
British  Columbia)  of  May  11: — "Louise  Simons 
was  favoured  with  the  big  fine  in  the  police-court 
yesterday  morning.  She  was  charged  with  vagrancy, 
and  was  asked  to  pay  thirty-five  dollars  or  go  to 
gaol  for  thirty  days.  She  paid.  They  always  do. 
J.  R.  McDonald  was  up  for  assault,  and  was  fined 
five  dollars  and  costs.  The  charge  of  theft  against 
Ah  Sam  was  dismissed,  while  that  of  vagrancy 
against  Oscar  and  Ebenezer  Mortimore  was  with- 
drawn. These  two  youths  were  given  a  tallcing  to 
by  the  magistrate,  and  they  promised  to  get  to  work. 
After  the  Court  was  over.  Chief  North  supplemented 
the  magistrate's  effort.  There  were  three  cases  of 
drunk  and  incapable,  and  two  Indians  who  had  also 
been  drunk.  E.  Rogers,  for  supplying  liquor  to 
Indians,  was  remanded  until  to-day." 


Sunday  Fishing. 

"Lord  Kilmaurs,  upon  October  19,  1848,  was 
prosecuted  by  Sir  John  Cuke,  Chaplain  of  Finlayson, 
for  £5  5s.  (Scots)  of  arrears  of  three  terms  of  stipend, 
and  for  the  wrongous  detention  from  the  Reverend 
gentleman  of  the  profit  the  Poundars  tyde  of  the 
Zair  of  Finlastoun  with  men,  bait,' and  net. 

"  The  noble  defender  was  cast  in  the  action  brought 
against  him,  the  reverend  gentleman  was  also 
allowed  to  prove  his  piscatory  loss  ;  and  Lord 
Kilmaurs  was  ordained  to  pay  the  amount  when 
ascertained. 

"  Note. — Zar  or  Zair  means  a  small  enclosure 
built  in  a  semicircular  form  near  the  sea.  At 
high  water  the  salmon  come  within  it,  and  at  low 
water  can  be  easily  taken,  as  there  is  no  way  to 
escape." 


A  Beautiful  Sheet  of  Water,  but  with  a 
Fatal  Name. 
I  SADLY  needed  rest. 
And  thought  it  would  be  best 
For  me  a  trip  to  take 
Down  to  that  famous  lake 
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggagungamaugg. 

And  for  about  a  week. 
That  name  I  used  to  speak 
Five  himdred  times  each  day. 
Till  I  could  glibly  say 

Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggagungamaugg. 

One  day  I  thought  I'd  take 

A  swim  in  that  old  lake. 

But  scarcely  had  I  been 

Three  seconds  swimming  in 

Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggagungamaugg 

When  I  began  to  sink. 
And  would  have  drowned,  I  think. 
If  then  there  had  not  been 
Some  boatmen  rowing  in 

Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggagungamaugg, 

That  name  fixed  in  my  head. 
Caused  it  to  sink  like  lead. 
Unrescued  I'd  have  been 
Devoured  by  fishes  in 

Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggagungamaugg.  ' 

If  you  a  trip  should  take 

Down  to  that  famous  lake. 

You  may  fall  in  some  day. 

So  pray  don't  learn  to  say 

Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggagungamaugg. 

— John  Wenzel  in  Light. 

A  trout  line  is  not  permissible  in  Illinois  between 
April  15  and  June  1. 

In  the  year  1864  I  spent  a  month  in  "  Lovely 
Wales,"  and  Conway  pleased  me  much.  A  friend 
who  has  been  enjoying  himself  there  writes : — 
"  Dear  Drag., — When  I  was  fishing  in  North  Wales 
recently  I  spent  a  day  at  Conway,  Carnarvon- 
shire, and  explored  its  wonderful  castle  and  the 
embattled  walls  which  surround  that  town.  I  also 
spent  an  hour  in  the  ancient  church  of  Conway,  on 
the  walls  of  which  is  a  large  mural  monument  of  the 
slate  common  in  the  neighbouring  quarries,  with  this 
remarkable  inscription  upon  it : — 

" '  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Nicholas  Hicks, 
Gentleman,  who  was  the  one  a  fortieth  child  of  his 
Father  by  Alice,  his  only  wife,  and  the  father  of 
seven  and  twenty  children  by  one  wife.  He  died 
March  20th,  1637.' " 


~  Baby  Angler  :    "  Mamma,  can  fish  hear  ? 
Mamma  :   "  Yes,  darling.    Why  ?  "    Baby  Angler  : 
"  Because  I  do  not  know  what  that  big  jack  that 
broke  papa's  line  yesterday  will  think." 

Dbagnex. 
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m^S^  Tke  Smoke  tkat  Satisfies. 

JrWr  "I^  extravagance  tie  la  perfection/' 

T®irtoise«slhieH 

MtlJ.  5J.  l>er  oz.        TV  ^  *  A 

r'ot>ular.42^cl.l)eroz#  — -••••^  -wip-a* 

W.  A.  6f  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branck  of  tfce  Iml>eri»l  Totacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  BrttaJn  An  J  ^ 
Ireland)  Ltd.>  It)swicli. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

STEEL  BOATS 


And  Punts,   lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Bods,  from  a  ozs.  and  upwards 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler jvhoJiasJiO^  ts*io"Lg*sport:^'°'' 

Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and,  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-OIM-TYNE. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

Our  Special 

"  Northumbrian " 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish.  Oft.  or  10ft.,  21/- ;  lift.,  22/-;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  15ft.,  35/-; 
16ft.,  40/- ;  17ft.,  45/-  ;  18ft.,  50/- 


Our  Noted 


"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

WADERS,  ""pIsS^rlfOCKINCS  AND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market. 
Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Crilse,  Sea  Trout  and  Loch 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Ex/aert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Can^  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Bend  for  our  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 

Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  AJ/IURTON/"™  r'"^ 

8  &  10,  Grainger  St.,  Newcastle  on-Tyne. 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  READY, 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 


AI^SO   J  VST  PVBIjISHKD. 


"ANGLING  'TIIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED 


n 


An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4|d.  post  free. 

WRITE  FOR    THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY, 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M,  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"  Halcyon,  Leeds." 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  IIXI. 


DAVID  SLATER. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3f  inch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 

THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufaeturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE, 
Agencies  in  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania 
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Provlnelal  flugllflg  fiotes 

must  arrive  by  first  j^ost  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  met  on  Thursday  evening  (June  7), 
when  the  Branstou  Society  was  duly  affiliated  to 
the  association.  This  club  hold  their  meetings 
at  the  White  Swan  Inn,  Branston-atreet,  in  the 
jewellers'  quarter  of  the  city.  Two  clubs  were 
allowed  to  remove  to  more  suitable  places  of 
meeting.  It  was  decided  to  give  £100  in  prizes 
for  the  annual  contest.  Two  places  were  recom- 
mended —  namely,  the  River  Nene  at  Oundle, 
and  the  River  Thames  at  Abingdon.  These 
two  places  will  be  placed  before  the  general 
meeting  of  delegates  on  Thursday  evening  next. 
Thousands  of  anglers  in  the  Midlands  are  looking 
forward  to  June  IC ;  they  have  been  patiently  wait- 
ing, and  will  once  raoie  be  able  to  follow  the 
sport  of  coarse  fishing.  Roach  and  perch  are 
very  backward  in  their  spawning,  and  it  will 
be  some  weeks  before  they  will  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  taken,  and  I  hope  that  all 
fish  out  of  condition  when  taken  will  be 
returned  to  the  water  again  with  as  little  injury  aa 
possible.  The  Severn  and  Avon  will  be  our  chief 
resorts,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good 
season.  Trout  fishing  has  been  good  on  all  our 
waters.  The  May  Fly  has  been  plentiful,  and 
trout  fishing  is  now  at  its  best.  On  the  Teme, 
in  the  Ludlow  district,  good  sport  has  been 
the  order  of  the  day.  The  Dove  and  Blythe  are 
in  capital  order  and  sport  has  been  good.  The 
Wye  has  yielded  some  good  fish,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Elan  Valley  grand  sport  has  been  had.  The 
Severn  has  been"  well  fished  with  the  fly,  worm,  and 
minnow.  Although  the  river  is  rather  low  and  fine 
from  Bridgnorth  down  to  Lincomb  Weir,  some 
good  fish  have  been  taken.  Local  fishermen 
have  done  well  at  Hampton  Lode  and  Bewd- 
ley.  Whitaore  Reservoir  and  our  other  trout 
streams  near  to  the  city  have  been  well  patronised, 
and  fair  sport  has  been  had.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
our  clubs  have  made  their  arrangements  for  their 
annual  contests.  What  with  these  contests  and 
bye  contests,  there  will  be  about  three  hundred  to 
bo  decided,  and  the  value  of  the  prizes,  if  it  could 
be  complied,  would  be  rather  astounding.  The 
Lion  Club,  Handsworth,  fish  their  annual  on  the 
last  Sunday  in  August  in  the  Avon  at  Stratford. 
A  large  silver  challenge  cup  and  £20  worth  of 
prizes  will  be  competed  for.  A  number  of  the 
larger  clubs  are  giving  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds 
in  prizes  to  their  annuals. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  our  local  waters  are  in  grand  condition 
for  the  opening  of  the  coarse-fish  season  to-day 
(June  16) ;  shoals  of  large  roach  have  recently  been 
scouring  themselves  at  the  various  beck-ends,  and 
on  the  shallows  of  the  River  Hull  and  at  Hemp- 
holme  Lock  a  quantity  of  fine  dace  have  been 
disporting  themselves  during  the  week  in  and  out 
of  the  wash  ;  and  in  the  lower  waters  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Figham,  Wawne  and  Dunswell  large  fish 
are  on  the  rise  in  all  parts  of  the  river,  even  down 
to  Burton  Hall ;  therefore,  conditions  are  very 
favourable  for  a  good  season  on  this  river. 
The  Driffield  Canal  is  alive  with  good  fish, 
and  prospects  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
are  very  good.  Reports  from  the  Lincolnshire 
waters  are  also  very  favourable,  although  condi- 
tions for  the  present  would  be  all  the  better  for  a 
little  rain.  To-day  (June  16)  at  Ferriby  Sluice  the 
Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  will  hold  their 
annual  open  match  and  "  Cutting  "  Challenge  Cup 
Competition,  a  steamboat  leaving  the  Victoria 
Pier  at  2  p.m.  to  convey  the  competitors,  their 
wives  and  sweethearts,  from  Hull  up  the  River 
Humber  to  the  Sluice,  and  hundreds  of  local 
anglers  will  no  doubt  avail  themselves  of  this  most 
pleasurable  and  picturesque  outing. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  very  little  to  report  from  this  district 
for  the  past  week.  Windermere  is  fishing  about  as 
badly  as  it  can  do.  The  weather  has  mostly  been 
against  angling  in  the  lake,  the  days  being  very 
hot,  with  little  wind,  but  on  Wednesday,  June  6, 
the  conditions  were  most  favourable  —  a  nice 
cloudy  sky,  with  plenty  of  wind,  and  a  nice  cold 
snap  in  the  air.  May  Flies  and  other  top  feed  were 
plentiful,  but  although  I  was  on  the  lake  six  hours 
I  only  saw  three  decent  fish  rise,  and  they,  on 
being  thrown  over,  refused  to  come.  I  was  not  by 
myself ;  other  boats  that  I  came  across  were  in  a 
similar  bad  way,  and  altogether  it  seems  as  though 
this  year's  trouting  on  the  lake  is  going  to  prove  a 
record  one  for  its  utter  badness-.    Stream  fishing  is 


limited  to  evening  and  a  little  night  fishing,  the 
rivers  being  on  the  high  side  as  yet  for  the  latter 
style  of  sport  to  be  at  its  best.  The  dams  are  how- 
ever all  available,  and  Cowanhead  and  Chadwick's 
dams  on  the  Kent  and  Weal  Bank  and  Beck  Mills 
on  the  Mint  are  nightly  turning  out  decent  baskets. 
So  far  I  have  not  heard  of  the  capture  of  any  sea 
fish. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bolton  Whit  week  event  was  a  great  success. 
One  interesting  item  in  this  contest  was  the  success 
of  the  members  supplied  with  bait  from  Wigan.  As 
to  numbers,  the  first  prize  winners  did  well,  but 
what  about  the  weights  7  Rumour  says  the  first 
prize  went  for  180  fish,  41b..  but  forty-five  fish  to 
lib.  averages  out  badly.  Contests  of  this  sort 
rarely  produce  specimens.  Some  other  big  events 
are  close  upon  us— West  Sal  ford,  Atherton  Centre, 
Tyldesley,  and  Plank  Lane. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  city  rods  have  now  returned,  and  are  reciting 
their  many  enjoyable  experiences  during  Whitsun- 
tide. Several  Ardwick  anglers  have  had  delightful 
sport  at  Lockerbie  and  seem  dissatisfied  now  with 
our  local  waters.  Others  returned  from  Ireland  are 
in  the  same  mind.  The  most  interesting  report 
comes  from  a  Manchester  rod  at  Killarney  who  has 
taken  a  beautiful  trout  of  'Jib.,  which  is  being 
mounted  in  Dublin. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  baen  much  more  settled,  and 
anglers  have  visited  several  of  the  best  known 
reaches  of  the  Trent  in  quest  of  trout.  Few,  how- 
ever, have  been  landed.  One  of  41b.  or  thereabouts 
has  been  taken  at  Fiskerton  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Greet  mouth,  whilst  on  the  tributary 
several  brace  have  been  creeled,  principally  witu 
the  caddis  grub  and  gentle.  The  May  Fly  rise  was 
not  a  strong  one  and  few  fish  sucoumbed  to  the 
imitations.  Members  of  the  Wellington  Society 
have  been  more  numerous  on  the  Shardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge  waters,  and  as  regards  barbel  and 
chub,  the  stretch  evidently  teems  with  them,  especi- 
ally barbel.  Ah  yet  the  two  fish  are  on  the  breeding 
grounds, and  the  rod  season  is  certain  to  be  later  than 
in  previous  years.  For  early  operation  no  bait  will 
equal  the  caddis  grub,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  J. 
Theaker,  the  well-known  local  tackle  and  bait 
dealer,  has  an  extraordinary  supply  in  stock. 
Needless  to  say,  the  campaign  opens  to-day 
(Saturday). 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  splendid  weather  up  till  this  after- 
noon (Wednesday)  when  the  sky  became  overcast 
and  rain  commenced  to  fall,  and  if  we  had  twenty- 
four  hours  of  it  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
vegetation  and  much  improve  the  rivers.  Many 
rodmen  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  not  been  very 
brisk.  Most  of  them  fished  the  Teme,  others 
visited  the  Lugg  and  Arrow,  where  the  best  sport 
was  had.  Mr.  Williams  and  a  friend  had  six  and 
a  half  of  nice-sized  trout  between  them.  Mr. 
H.  Jones  had  four  and  a  half  brace,  one  a  two- 
pounder  ;  Mr.  Simmonds,  four  brace,  with  the 
fly ;  Mr.  Bridges,  a  few  brace  of  nice  fish ;  and 
yesterday  good  sport  was  had  with  the  natural  fly, 
Green  Drake.  Eel-fishing  is  affording  a  lot  of 
sport  in  the  evening,  and  some  fine  ones  have  been 
taken,  one  2^1b.  There  has  been  a  fine  show  of 
salmon  during  the  week.  L.  Darke  and  Co.'s  net 
caught  an  exceedingly  fine  one  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Teme;  it  measured  oO^in.  in  length,  girth 
'24Jin.,  width  of  tail  13in.,  weight  41Jlb.  The  close 
season  for  coarse  fish  ends  on  June  15,  after  which  all 
the  rivers  will  be  much  frequented.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  the  season  being  a  good  one,  but  the 
roach  were  very  late  spawning  this  year,  and  very 
few  will  be  fit  to  take.  In  the  Lower  Teme,  chub 
appear  very  plentiful,  and  should  give  good  sport. 
Many  of  the  clubs  ihave  arranged  competitions  at 
early  dates — the  first  takes  place  to-day  (June  16). 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  sultry  and  bright,  and 
sport  has  been  much  below  the  mark  at  the  majority 
of  stations,  though  here  and  there  some  respei:table 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  late  evenings  at  salmon 
and  brown  trout.  In  the  sea-trout  department  not 
much  appears  to  have  been  done  at  any  time 
of  the  day,  even  at  the  most  favoured  localities. 
Sea  angling,  too,  has  been  backward,  and 
anything  like  respectable  sport  has  only 
been  had  in  the  late  evenings  ajod  has  been 
generally  had  by  professionals.  Boards  of  Conser- 
vators in  several  parts  of  the  country  have  passed 
resolutions  condemnatory  of  the  proposed  Irish 
Salmon  Bill.    The  general  opinion  expressed  in 


those  resolutions  is  that  the  proposed  bill  if 
pas>'ed  in  its  present  form  would  mean  the  ruin  of 
the  Inland  Fisheries  of  Ireland. 

NouTH  AND  East  of  Ireland. 
In  the  past  week  bright  glaring  sunshine  pre- 
vailed, and  with  falling  rivers  sport  did  not  rule  so 
well  until  sunset  brought  the  evening  rise,  and  later 
on  the  pleasures  (?)  of  night  fishing,  when  the 
flies  fasten  into  everything  except  trout.  The 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  working  of  the 
Agricultural  Department,  Ireland,  resumed  its 
sittings  on  June  9 — Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  K.C.B., 
presiding — when  Mr.  W.  S.  Green,  chief  inspector 
of  fisheries,  and  head  of  the  fisheries  branch  of  the 
department,  was  examined.  He  said  that  the  de- 
partment had  spent  £3096  on  hatcheries  since 
it  came  into  existence.  There  were  hatcheries 
on  most  of  the  small  rivers.  They  had  not 
one  of  the  Shannon.  The  department,  in 
addition  to  looking  after  the  fisheries,  also 
referred  to  piers  and  harbovirs.  Out  of  £10,000 
allowed  per  annum,  they  had  to  nlaintain  a 
steamer,  keep  up  a  dredger  and  an  engineering 
and  scientific  staff,  so  there  was  not  much  left  for 
piers  or  harbours.  The  value  of  the  Irish  Sea 
fisheries  was  about  £400,000  per  annum,  and  of  the 
inland  fisheries  £300,000  per  annum. 


ifloics  from  fl^c  Wovif^, 


Thk  salmon  season  on  the  Dee  is  practically 
over;  but  on  the  upper  waters  at  Ballater. 
Balmoral,  and  Braemar  it  is  about  its  best,  and 
good  sport  the  order  of  the  day. 

On  Aboyne  Castle  waters  Mr.  Waterfield  had  five 
on  June  7  to  his  own  rod  scaling  about  81b.  apiece, 
while  Mr.  Hayes  had  one  of  201b. 


Mr.  Meakin  has  just  finished  a  most  successful 
season  on  the  Durris  Dee  water,  and  since  Feb.  13 
creeled  138  salmon,  mostly  to  his  own  rod. 


Mr.  John  Grant,  keeper,  Pitmedden,  killed  the 
first  grilse  on  the  Don,  on  June  6,  on  a  trout  fly. 
It  scaled  41b. 


The  rivers  are  now  shrinking  with  the  summer's 
heat,  but  are  still  of  respectable  size  and  yielding 
well.  Evening  angling  is  now  in  vogue,  and  the 
best  of  trout  are  then  got  just  as  the  sun  sinks  in 
the  west. 


The  Shetlands  are  attracting  more  anglers  this 
season  than  for  some  years  past.  Hillswick,  with 
the  finely-appointed  hotel  of  St.  Magnus,  has  some 
score  of  lochs  within  its  radius,  while  the  sea-fishing 
in  the  vicinity  cannot  be  beaten. 


Trout  flies  of  the  smaller  order,  Nos.  11  and  12 
Limerick  scale,  are  now  mostly  in  demand  for 
evening  work,  while  the  upstream  minnow  and 
worm  have  just  made  a  start.  June  promises  ex- 
ceedingly well.  Special  Scotch. 


TOURS  IN  THE  PEAK  OF 
DERBYSHIRE. 


An  illustrated  handbook  to  the  Peak  di.strict  of 
Derbyshire  has  just  been  published  by  the  Midland 
Railway  Company.  The  brochure  is  handsomely 
illustrated,  and  contains  short  descriptive  notes  of 
the  historic  and  scenic  localities  in  which  the 
district  abounds,  maps  and  tables  of  fares,  and 
other  information  useful  to  the  tourist.  To 
facilitate  the  movements  of  the  tourist  the  com- 
pany now  issue  circular  tour  tickets  enabling  the 
holder  to  vi=it  most  of  the  places  of  interest. 
Holders  of  tourist  tickets  may  also  purchase  for  a 
small  sum  local  season  tickets  available  for  a 
fortnight's  unlimited  travel  in  the  Peak. 


TOURS  m  WHARFBDALE. 


Among  the  many  tourist  arrangements  made  by 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  for  the  coming 
holiday  season  are  the  issue  of  tickets  for  a  circular 
tour  in  the  Wharfedale  district  of  Yorkshire,  com- 
mencing at  Leeds  in  the  south  and  terminating  at 
Graseington  in  the  north,  comprehending  such 
places  as  Rylstone  (the  scene  of  Wordsworth's 
famous  poem),  Bolton  Abbey,  Ukley,  Ben  Rhydding, 
etc.  A  handsomely  illustrated  little  handbook, 
with  tourist  fares,  descriptive  notes,  etc.,  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  any  station-master, 
agent,  or  district  superintendent  of  the  compfmy. 
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(BRINY  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Opek  Competition  at  Littlehampton. 
The  fourth  annual  sea-fishing  competition  of  the 
above  association  was  held  on  Sunday  last  (J  une  10), 
140  competitors  taking  part,  of  which  number  just 
50  per  cent,  weighed  in.  The  weather  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  town  contingent  left  London 
Bridge  Station  at  8.5  a.m.  in  reserved  carriages, 
arriving  at  Littlehampton  at  10.25  a.m.,  when  an 
adjournment  was  immediately  made  to  the 
Britannia  Inn  for  the  stamping  of  tickets  and  other 
preliminaries.  Fishing  started  from  the  piers  and 
jetties  at  eleven  o'clock  and  the  weighing  in  was 
completed  at  5  p.m.  The  following  London  clubs 
were  represented : — Anchor  and  Hope,  Alma, 
Amicable  Brothers,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Barns- 
bury,  British  Sea  Anglers,  Croydon,  Clapham 
Junction.Dulwich.Friendship,  Good  Intent,  London 
Fire  Brigade,  Mildmay,  North  London,  Oglander, 
Penge,  Peckham  Waltonians,  South  Bermondsey, 
Wellington  and  Wimbledon,  as  were  also  the 
Brighton  Anglers'  Association,  Brighton  Trafalgar 
Association,  and  the  Southend  Association.  I 
noticed  that  a  number  of  the  competitors  were 
"unattached,"  and  hope  that  by  the  next  com- 
petition they  will  be  members  of  an  association. 

During  the  day  a  large  shoal  of  porpoises  were 
seen  disporting  themselves  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  pier  head,  this  interesting  spectacle 
being  witnessed  by  some  hundreds  of  visitors. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  executive  of  the 
"  Brinies  "  worked  like  clockwork,  everything  from 
beginning  to  end  passing  off  without  a  hitch.  The 
competition  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  took 
part  as  one  of  the  most  successful  of  outings.  The 
winners  of  the  club  prizes  were  Messrs.  Doughty, 
Cross,  and  Munnings.  With  regard  to  the  open 
twenty-five  prizes,  they  were  won  by  the  com- 
petitors who  weighed  in  over  13Joz.  of  fish. 

The  next  monthly  outing  of  the  association  will 
be  held  on  June  24  in  the  form  of  a  pier  com- 
petition at  Folkestone,  leaving  London  Bridge 
(S.E.  and  C.R.)  at  10.22  a.m.,  fare  4s. 

Hon.  Sec. 


PALMERSTON  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


be  ready  to  do  all  he  could  to  forward  the  interests 
of  the  society,  which  he  hoped  had  a  prosperous 
and  successful  future  before  it. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  entertainment 
was  provided  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Charles 
Bulwar,  which  was  contributed  to  by  Messrs.  F.  G. 
Reid,  F.  Godden,  and  D.  Watts,  and  Mr.  F.  M. 
Wood,  the  well-known  clarionet  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  Orchestra,  played  two  pieces  with  great 
effect.  It  was  then  announced  that  nine  visitors 
had  applied  for  membership. 

P.  Vandervell,  Hon.  Sec. 


The  annual  dinner  took  place  at  Simpson's, 
Strand,  on  June  7,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Alfred  R.  Newman,  when  there  was  a  good  muster 
of  members  and  their  friends.  After  the  toast  of 
"  The  King,"  the  chairman  proposed  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  Palmerston  Angling 
Society."  He  said  that  there  ought  to  be  a  great 
future  before  the  society,  which  already  numbered 
one  hundred  and  thirty  members.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  fact  of  the  conception  of  the  club 
having  originated,  so  to  speak,  in  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, gave  them  an  excellent  missionary  field  at 
their  very  doors,  and  he  thought  they  should  all 
endeavour  to  strengthen  the  society  by  inducing 
others  to  join  them,  and  so  help  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  sport  with  which  they  were  asso- 
ciated, and  at  the  same  time  provide  healthy 
recreation  for  those  who  were  often  much  in  need 
of  relaxation.  He  congratulated  them  in  having 
at  last  secured  a  suitable  water  near  town,  which 
could  not  fail  to  enhance  the  advantages  which  the 
society  offered  to  anglers. 

The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Charlton,  in  re- 
sponding, said  that  the  water  which  they  had 
taken  near  Croydon  would  enable  members  to 
enjoy  an  afternoon's  fishing  at  any  time.  He 
anticipated  that  excellent  sport  would  be  available 
on  this  water,  and  announced  that  he  himself  had 
presented  the  society  with  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  carp,  up  to  31b.,  which  had  already  been 
turned  in,  and  one  hundred  rainbow  trout,  which 
would  be  turned  in  as  soon  as  the  weather  became 
suitable.  The  society  was  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. Reports  from  bailiffs  at  Welney  and  Manea 
promised  excellent  sport  for  these  waters,  and  two 
miles  of  river  adjoining  the  club  house  had  been 
secured,  so  that  members  had  now  the  privilege  of 
fishing  6.5i  miles  of  water,  also  the  lake  at  Welney. 

The  toa^t  of  "  The  Visitors  "  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
D.  L.  Fulton,  who  said  *'  the  toast  emphasised  the 
hospitality  and  good  fellowship  which  was  so 
characteristic  of  devotees  of  the  rod  and  line."  He 
coupled  the  toast  with  the  name  of  Major  Harris, 
who  made  a  suitable  reply. 

The  vice-chairman,  Mr.  J.  C.  Jukes,  in  proposing 
the  health  of  the  chairman,  said  that  they  were 
greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  R.  Newman  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  had  filled  the  chair,  and  for  the 
interest  he  was  always  ready  to  take  in  the  welfare 
of  the  society. 

In  returning  thanks,  Mr.  Newman  said  it  was 
perhaps  the  most  embarrassing  part  of  his  duties 
that  night.   He  could  only  say  that  ho  would  always 


JlssocittUons,  etc. 

Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  June  18,  at  8  p.m.  The  guide-books 
are  ready.  Upon  the  receipt  of  a  postcard  on  Monday 
morning  I  will  bring  parcels  for  the  various  societies 
if  requested  to  do  so.  Failing  an  intimation  I  shall 
forward  same  per  Pickford  during  the  course  of  next 
week.  The  annual  dinner  is  to  be  held  on  Thursday 
next,  Jane  21,  at  7  p.m.,  at  the  Saracen's  Head 
Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.G.  ;  tickets, 
3s.  6d.  each.  A  guarantee  is  to  be  given  on  Tuesday. 
I  shall  be  glad  of  an  early  apphcation  for  tickets. — 
r.  g.  woodrutf. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
•  Mr.  Armitage  presided  at  our  ordinary  meeting 
on  June  6,  the  first  after  the  annual  general 
meeting.  It  was  reported  to  the  meeting  that 
through  the  kindness  of  a  certain  gentleman  the 
society  had  secured  for  restocking  purposes  a  few 
good-sized  fish  (chub  up  to  31b.  and  dace  Jib.), 
which  were  netted  out  of  his  trout  fishery  on  Whit. 
Monday.  On  June  3,  Mr.  Yarham  had  a  sizeable 
trout  in  the  Harefield  section,  where  also  Mr. 
Wood-Barrett  creeled  some  good  samples  of  dace 
with  a  fly.  Mr.  Lucas  and  friend  visited  Looe 
during  the  recent  holidays  for  some  sea-fishing, 
and  in  two  days  they  took  thirty  pollack  up  to 
5ilb.,  besides  a  quantity  of  other  fish.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  new  committee  was  held  on  June  7, 
when  Mr.  H.  Adams  was  chosen  as  chairman  for 
committee  meetings.  The  business  transacted 
related  principally  to  accounts  and  arrangements 
for  the  annual  dinner.  The  whole  of  the  society's 
fishery  is  open  to-day  (June  16),  except  that  in  the 
Harefield  or  middle  section  roach  and  chub  may 
not  be  taken  before  July  1,  and  members  can 
obtain  permits  for  friends  on  applying  to  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  Barnes.  Will  members  kindly  support  the 
A.B.S.  by  sending  in  their  names  for  tickets  (price 
Is.  Id.)  as  soon  as  possible. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society.'" 
There  was  a  very  large  attendance  at  the  meeting 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  presiding.  There  were  many  fishing  reports, 
including  the  followmg :— Mr.  J.  Wame,  trout 
(fontinalis)  of  4lb.  and  4lb.  2oz.,  also  rainbows  of 
^Ib.  14oz.  and  lib.  12oz.,  at  Blagdon;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wame,  rainbows  of  21b.  4oz.,  21b.,  1  lb.  12oz.,  and 
1  lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Snare  also  reporting  trout  and  good 
jack  and  perch,  the  latter  returned,  also  (sea- 
fishing)  pollack  up  to  l^lb. ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  had 
had  splendid  sport  at  Bognor,  taking  over  a  dozen 
sea-bream,  some  201b.,  besides  chub  (returned)  of 
3  Alb.  and  31b.,  taken  whilst  trouting  at  Boveney 
Weir;  Messrs.  Vincent  and  Salisbury,  numerous 
flounders  and  plaice  at  Leigh ;  Dr.  Ladell,  at  New- 
haven,  two  and  a  half  score  of  flatfish  and  weavers, 
one  of  the  latter  stinging  the  doctor,  who,  how- 
ever, obviated  all  bad  effects  by  skilful  treatment. 
Capital  flounders  were  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  91b  ; 
Mr.  W.  J.  Clark,  161b. ;  Mr.  Worsley,  141b.  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Gilbert,  101b.  Serious  complaints  were  made 
as  to  dangerous  gunnery  practice  off  Shoeburyness, 
whereby  the  safety  of  yachtsmen  and  anglers  was 
greatly  imperilled.  A  new  member  was  elected,  and 
three  gentlemen  nominated  for  membership  (ballot 
June  26).  Mr.  R.  Davison  was  very  heartily  thanked 
for  a  valuable  gift  of  three  books  to  the  library. 
After  a  short  but  useful  and  entertaining  discussion 
upon  the  prospects  of  sport  during  the  season  now 
opening,  attention  was  particularly  directed  to  the 
forthcoming  roach  competition  at  Wraysbury  on 
June  26.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  concluded  an 
emuiently  successful  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
A  long  agenda  paper  was  disposed  of  by  the 
committee  over  wliich  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  presided  on 
Tuesday  (June  12).  Arrangements  were  made  which 
will  add  to  the  comfort  of  members  fisliing  at  Kel- 
vedon,  and  it  was  decided  to  net  the  pool  at  Mr.  Gee's 
mill  on  Saturday  next  (June  16),  when  it  is  expected 
that  a  large  number  of  trout  will  be  placed  m  the 
middle  water.  Mr.  John  Bayhfte  presided  over  the 
ordinary  meeting,   at  wliich  a  good  number  of 


memberSjwere,ipresent.>^'Mr.  J.^H.  Thongor  gave  a 
capital  paper  on  "  Wet  Flies  and  Wet  Fly  Fishing,' 
his  remarks  being  admirably  illustrated  by  natural 
and  artificial  specimens  of  flies  suitable  for  rivers 
which  are  more  suitable  for  the  "  wot "  than  the 
"  dry  "  fly.  It  Ls  hardly  necosBary  to  say  that  Mr. 
Thonger  was  awarded  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting 
for  his  able  and  interesting  reading.  Some  excellent 
fislung  reports  were  handed  in  during  the  evening. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  took 
between  them  from  private  water  fifteen  trout 
varying  in  weight  from  51b.  2oz.  to  1  lb.  8oz.,  besides 
a  larg  >  number  of  smaller  ones.  Their  best  fish  were 
as  follows  : — 51b.  2oz.,  41b.  4oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  31b.  12oz., 
31b.  8oz.,  and  31b.  4oz.  The  Chess  has  yielded  a 
quantity  of^trout  running  in  weight  from  I'^lb.  to 
1  lb.  2oz.,  Messrs.  A.  J.  Saunders,  T.  E.  Pryce,  O.  H. 
Ohlson,  and  F.  E. .  Eldred  taking  nice  fish.  Mr. 
Zerfass  has  had  good  sport  with  bass  on  the  fly  on 
the  south  coast,  though  his  best  fish  was  only  31b. 
in  weight. — Hon.  SeC. 

Henley  Angling  Society. 
At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above 
society,  the  first  financial  year  showed  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £6  4s.  3d.  Mr.  B.  H.  C.  Harrison,  of  Shiplake 
Court,  was  again  unanimously  elected  president ; 
Mr.  G.  W.  Reeves,  chairman  ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Mellett, 
treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  Stanley  Mead,  hon.  secretary, 
with  a  committee  of  seven  members.  Many  special 
prizes  have  been  promised,  and  a  very  handsome 
challenge  cup  has  been  purchased  to  be  competed 
for  by  members ;  the  one  who  catches  the  largest 
number  of  specimen  fish  during  the  season  will  be 
entitled  to  hold  it  for  one  year.  With  the  cup  comes  a 
presentation  prize. — Hon.  Sec. 

Liverpool  Rod  and  Gun  Club. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  above  club  on  Thurs- 
day, May  31,  held  at  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  Liverpool, 
the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  A.  Griffiths,  was  presented 
with  one  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  "  Marston  " 
split  cane  rods  ;  also  a  suitable  reel  and  line  by  his 
fellow-members,  as  an  appreciation  of  his  many 
valuable  services  to  the  club.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  S.  Lord,  who  in  a  short 
speech  mentioned  some  of  the  many  excellent  quali- 
ties of  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  the  splendid  manner  in 
which  he  had  carried  out  the  onerous  duties  of 
secretary.  The  vice-chairman,  Mr.  H.  B.  Stable,  on 
behalf  of  the  members,  handed  to  Mr.  Griffiths  a 
ladies'  umbrella  for  his  good  wife.  Messrs.  Langford 
Turton  and  Bergholtz  also  spoke  of  the  high  esteem 
Mr.  Griffiths  was  held  in  by  the  whole  of  the 
members. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meetmg  (June  11),  and  though  the  attendance  was 
small,  there  was  a  large  budget  of  successful  angling 
experiences,  principally  with  the  May  Fly.  On  the 
society's  portion  of  the  Kennet,  where  there  had 
been  an  excellent  rise,  only  one  fish  had  been  killed, 
Mr.  S.  Scott  getting  a  fine  trout  of  31b.  4oz.  On  a 
private  section  of  the  same  river,  Mr.  W.  M.  CoUes 
had  a  grand  trout  of  51b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell 
a  brace  weighing  61b.  loz.,  besides  a  nmnber  of  hand- 
some dace,  many  of  which  scaled  14oz.  and  15oz. 
each.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  also  had  to  his  credit  a  nice 
trout  of  21b.  8oz.  On  the  Itchen  Mr.  A.  C  Poole  took 
six  brace  of  retainable  fish — best  fish,  I  lb.  8oz.  The 
same  member  also  fished  the  Lambourn,  and  though 
angUng  there  had  been  sadly  interfered  with  owing 
to  the  repairing  of  a  hatch  which  had  given  way 
above  the  society's  water,  he  creeled  a  brace  of  trout 
each  day  he  fished.  The  May  Fly  rise  on  the  Lam- 
bourn has  been  poor  and  sport  imcertain.  Mr. 
Forstfer  Hardy,  from  the  stream  by  the  road  bridge, 
had  a  brace  of  trout  going  21b.  8oz.,  and  several 
from  the  Lamboui-n  with  a  21b.  grayling.  Mr.  G.  McC. 
Lind  took  pollack  and  flounders  on  Norfolk  coast. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Dunn  spent  seven-and- 
a-half  days  at  Tenbury,  and  with  a  new  fancy  fly, 
named  the  Tenbm-y  Belle,  dressed  by  the  first- 
named,  had  gi-and  sport.  Mr.  Rolt  killed  twenty- 
three  brace  and  Mr.  Dunn  about  half  that  number. 
The  rise  of  May  Fly  here  was  a  distinct  failure,  this 
being  the  third  season  in  succession  that  this  state 
of  things  has  obtained.  Members  are  reininded  that 
a  house  dinner  takes  place  at  the  Holborn  Restau- 
rant on  Monday,  Jime  25,  at  7  p.m.  for  7.30  p.m. 
After  dinner  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  wiU  open  a  discussion 
on  "  Light  Rods." — Hon.  Sec. 


The  capture  of  a  whip-ray  weighing  more  than 
10001b.  is  recorded  in  a  Havana,  Cuba,  exchange. 
The  fish  was  caught  by  a  woman  with  a  harpoon. 
Her  husband  and  guide  added  two  more  to  the  fish, 
and  secured  it.  It  was  on  exhibition  at  the  Playa 
baths,  where  it  was  viewed  by  hundreds  of  visitors. 
The  women  seem  to  get  all  the  big  fish  m  recent 
years. 
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WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unevuallotl  for  Its  oxcel- 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shoro  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Wliitingr,  Maelterel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 

Mr.  A.  RowELL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth;  or 

Mr.  C.  J.  RuBSBLi/, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 

SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

Aim  TIIRODCII  Tim 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Offli  iiil  laiiilc,  ail.  T.iurist  I'lOKiiiiulMc  pdBl  fiTi-  from 
DAVID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd  ,  179,  HopnSt., GLASGOW 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Brown  Trout.  The 
Gweedore  Kiverand  l.ough  Auure.  Having  this 
year  leased  all  the  lakes  on  Messrs.  Twiggo  and 
Peeliles'  Estate  with  trout' up  to  4  Uis.,  Anglers 
can  rely  on  good  round  sport,  coniliined  with 
excellent  Hotel  Acconiniodatiou,  and  convenient 
to  Fishing  and  .Station.— Apply  PllOPRIETOR, 
The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge,  Co.  IJonegal. 

"  And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  (jrai/liiiij." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL. 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling; 
Fishing: on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  TuoMA.s  E.  Banks,  Maiuiger. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghaus,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  ou  four  lough«— Conn,  Culleu,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Hshing  from  tlie  one  boat,  £3  5s.  eacli  per  week  ; 
tliat  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Large  Lake  and  River  Fishing  free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  Hotel.    Terms  very 
moderate.    Full  particulars  of  K.  Vinje. 
VINJE  HOTEL, 
VOSSESTRANDEN,  NORWAY. 
Four  hours'  rail  and  two  hours'  drive  from  Bergen, 

^SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

E.\cellent  Brown  Trout  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  months,  May, 
.lune,  .July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  motor  car 
to  Tongue. — Apply  to  M.  Macinnes. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS, 


I     L.  B.  &  S.^.  RIy.  ^ 

ANGLING 

IN  THE 

ARUN. 

CHEAP  TRAINS. 


From 

Every 
Saturday. 

To 

PulboroiiBh. 
Amlterlc.v  and 
Fittlewortb. 

Every  Sunday. 

To 

Fittle- 
worth. 

To 

Piilhorouuli 
iilidAniberley. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

Victorut   ,  , 

3  ft5 

7  22 

7  0 

8t 

8  20 

Clapham  Jno. 

4  2 

7  30 

7  8 

8+12 

8  28 

London  B'dge 

4  0 

7  18 

6  65 

8+  5 

8  30 

FeokhamRye 

2  67 

7  7 

7  7  8+13 

Kew  CroM  . 

8  21 

e  22 

7  « 

816 

+  Commencing  in  June. 


SUNDAY    I  i  SATURDAY 

TICKETS,     t";^^?!?^^,  ■  MONDAY, 

2/6      4/-  5/ 

I  l''or  H'l  LI,  i'AKTIi'i!  l,AHsapi)lv  Supt..  of  Line,  | 
^        L.  H.  &  S.  <'.  Kl.v.,  London  Bfidgr.  J 

TRUE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE. 

Kim-  Fishing  l'ie('  in  good  Loughs;  also  .Sea 
Angling,  Boating  and  Bathing ;  safe  sands. 
Superb  Hotel  Quarters  (like  a  Country  House); 
good  table  ;  moderate  inclusive  tarill.  Private 
(iolf  Links  attached  to  Hotel,  and  capital  Club 
Course  available  for  visitors  within  one  mile. 
Lovely  ^lountain  and  Coast  Scenery.  Trains 
mot  at  Glcnties  or  Killybeg.s.  Write  for  ])hot.i 
and  all  pariiculars  to  MllS.  TALBOT, 

DAWROS  BAY  HOTEL,iROSBEG 

Co.  DONEGAX.,  XREI.AN0. 

CARLISLE  ARMS  HOTEL,  CoNC. 

A  Free  Fishing  in  Ireland. 
LOUGHS  CORRIB  and  MASK. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  large  Gillaroo.  Magni- 
ficent lake  scenery,  unsurpassed  in  any  part  of 
Ireland.  Midland  (ireat  Western  Kly.  .Station, 
Ballinrobe  (live  miles),  or  daily  Steamer  from 
Gal  way  lands  passengers  within  one  mile  of  hotel. 
Two  mails  daily.  Telegraph  station.  Lakes 
strictly  preserved.  No  cross  lines.  Terms 
moderate.  J.  B.  O  DONOHOE. 

N  EWTONSTEWART, 

Co.  TYRONE. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

on  the  Mourne  and  Tributaries  (preserved 
waters).  —  For  terms  apply  to  Mrs. 
Marshall,  Abercorn  Hotel,  Newton- 
stewart,  Ireland. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4i  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manager, 

ICKLEFOBD  FISHERY,  HlTCHIN. 

FIVE  RODS  WANTED 

to  complete  a  party  of  ten  to  Fish  a  .30 
acre  lake  in  West  Sussex,  8  miles  from  a 
town  and  3J  from  village  station.  The 
lake  has  been  emptied  and  fully  stocked 
with  the  best  strain  of  two-year-old  Rain- 
bows.—For  particulars  apply  Manageb, 
Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 

RIVER  WELLAND. 

To  Let, 

On  host   Fixhing  Spot, 

SEVEN-ROOMED  HOUSE, 

Bath  (h.  &  c).  Rent  £25.  A  good 
week  -  end  resort.  —  Particulars  from 
F.  G.  Deas  &  Co.,  196,  High  Road, 
Balliam,  S.W. 


MISS   ELEANOR  ELLIS, 

ARTIFICIAL  FLY-TYER, 

6,  DANBY  TERRACE,  EXMOUTH,  DEVON. 

Hackled  Floaters  ...  2/-  per  doz. 
Double-Wineed  Floatersi  2/6  „ 

Awjlerg'  ini'n  Paltcrrui  accurately  copied. 
Flics  for  Blagdon  Lake  from  Patterns  supplied 
by  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE. 

HANDEL  FESTIVAL, 

June  23,  26,  28  and  30,  1906. 

GRAND  REHEARSAL, 

Saturday,  June  23,  12  noon. 
Madame  Albani,  Miss  Agnes  Niuholls,  Madame 
Ada  Cfosiley,  Mr.  Charles  .Saunders,  Mr.  Watkiii 
Mills,   Mr.  Kobert   Kadford,  Mr.  Kennerley 
Rutnford. 

THE  MESSIAH, 

Tuesday,  June  26,  2  p.m. 
Madame  Albani,  Madame  Ada  Crossley,  Mr.  Ben 
Davics,  Mr.  Santley. 

SELECTIONS,  "ISRAEL  in  EGYPT" 
and  Miscellaneous  Selections. 

Thursday,  June  28,  2  p.m. 

Miss  Agnes  Nicholls,  Madame  Ada  Crossley, 
Madame  Kirkby  Lunn  (by  permission  of  Grand 
Opera  Syndicate),  Mr.  Charles  Saunders,  .Mr. 
Watkin  .Vfills,  Mr.  Kennerley  Rumf<u-d. 

JUDAS  MACCABEUS, 

Saturday,  June  30,  2  p.m. 
Miss  Agnes  Nicholls,  .Miss  Perceval  Allen, 
Madame  Ada  Crossley,  Mr.  Ben  Davies,  Mr. 
Robert  Kadford. 

Chorus  and  Orchestra,  4,000  Performers. 

On/rt(iiV— Mr.  M  alter  W.  Hedgcock. 

Ciinductor—Ui.  Frederick  Cowen. 
Tickets  now  on  sale.  Box  Otllce,  Crystal  Pabu  e 
(Teleplunie,  20  Sydenham);  Novello  &  Co., 
I,  Berners  Street,  W.  ;  and  usual  London 
Agents.  Kor  Rehearsal  Oay,  .fune  23:  Numbered 
-■.tails,  lOi.  0(/.  and  7k.  (id  ;  unnumbered,  5k.  Kor 
(•  n  il  of  the  remaiiung  three  festival  days  :  Num- 
bered stalls,  25».,  21s.,  and  l.'w.  ;  uununibercd 
scats,  7k.  6<l.  These  seats  include  ailmission  to 
the  Palace.  Season  Tickets  are  available  during 
the  Festival.  For  pro.spectus,  plans,  &c.,  apply 
to  the  (Jeneral  Manager,  Crystal  Palace. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Sunday  Afternoon  Concerts. 

IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  coii.se(|ueiice  of  the  Large  Number  of  Visitors 
unable  to  gain  Admission  On  .Ian.  21, 

MADAME  ALBANI 

Will  Sl.NG  AfJAlN  on  her  Return  from  her 
Canadian  Tour  on  .SUNDAY  NE.XT,  .lune  17, 
at  a.30. 

.Solo  Violin— Mr.  HAYDN  WOOD. 
THE  QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHE.STRA. 
Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 
Admission  Fkek. 
Boxes,  (irand  Tier  (15  Seats),  3  Guineas ; 
Lognias  (10  Seats),  30s. ;  Second  Tier  6  Seats), 
158.  ;  Stalls  (Numbered  and  Reserved),  3s.  : 
1  nnundiered  Seats,  Arena,   28.  ;  Balcony  or 
orchestra,     18.;     Reserved     Gallery  (l.-WO 
Seats),  6d. 

TICKKTS  Now  RKAPV. 

Apply  Ticket  Okkice,  ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
LESSONS  GIVEN  IN 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY 
CASTING,  SPINNING,  &G. 

Ury  Fly  Fishing  a  Speciality.   Throwing  against 

the  Wind,  &c.,  &c. 
Clients  can' lie  Couched  on  thi-ir  own  Water. 

For  Terms,  apply  to— FRED.  G.  SHAW. 
1 1 ,  Neville  Court.  Abbey  Rd. ,  London.  N.W. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  ii 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LBADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpoa 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe. 
departments  are :  Snootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  45  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 

23,  Finch    tare    '>nrnhitl  Londor- 

ADDRESS  

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


Angrlers  wiahinK'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  0am,  Ouae,  fto., 

SHOULD  ADVEBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreu:  p.  Market  HiU,  Cambridge. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  In  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIBS 

for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3«.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powerg 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
CM  A  OH,  IRELAND. 

Are  You  Insured 
Against  Alt  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
IndemnifTing     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseaeea  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  MediecU  Bxaminatian  required. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Maruiging  IHrector, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  MOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
Ail  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 

Thk  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THL  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  MOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSURANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Willlams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.   ^j^cE  LISTS  VREE. 
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A  STRANGE  FISH. 


The  following  memorandum  is  transcribed  from 
the  fly-leaf  of  an  old  manuscript  rental. 

Goxhill  is  a  village  near  the  Humber,  about  five 
miles  east  of  Barton. 

"  1604. 

"  The  XX  of  October  being  Sunday,  1604  was  a 
great  and  monstrous  fiysche  taken  upon  Goxhill 
shoore  upon  the  nesse,  beinge  in  length  from  the 
formost  pt  of  her  nose  to  the  utmost  grane  of  her 
tail  xxiii  yards  and  one  foot,  her  eyes  stod  in  the 
wykinges  of  her  mouth  being  from  thence  to  the 
formost  pt  of  her  nose  xiiii  foot,  the  bredth  of  her 
tail  betwixt  the  granes  of  it  xiiii  foot,  the  thykness 
of  her  round  about  by  estemation  xxxi  foot  :  her 
belly  was  whyt  and  plytet  [pleated]  like  to  the 
plytes  of  a  mattris,  every  plyte  about  iiii  inches 
broad,  her  eyes  war  not  much  bigger  one  of  them 
than  a  penny.  Upon  the  ridge  of  her  back  against 
the  plass  vere  her  eies  stood  ther  was  tow  slyts 
about  xii  inches,  the  one  dystant  from  the  other 
about  a  spane.  whereat  she  breathed  and  not  of 
her  mouth  ;  she  had  Innumerable  thin  bones 
standing  in  the  roofe  of  her  mouth  edgwyse  as 
combs  mvte  stand  in  a  boxe,  she  had  no  tethe.  her 
timge  soft  as  any  silke  lay  in  the  syde  of  her  chape 
[jaw],  the  one  half  of  it  as  much  as  tow  half  quartern 
sacks  of  corne ;  the  bredth  of  her  mouthe  at  the 
wyking  from  one  syde  to  the  other  about  x  foote. 

"  She  was  taken  alive  and  they  did  cut  her  tayle 
half  of?  to  kill  her,  whereat  the  blood  came  out  in 
marvelus  greate  quantities,  and  as  hoot  as  any 
oxe  blood,  and  before  she  died  she  was  as  hoot 
upon  ye  outsyde  as  my  horse  is  when  he  is  sore 
ridden  :  her  skyn  wa.s  blueish  blacke,  not  much 
onlyke  the  leads  of  the  Churche,  she  was  rydged  upon 
the  backe. 

"  All  this  I  did  see  wythe  myn  eies,  and  did 
measure  her  myselfe.  "  By  me  Georg  Boothe." 
— Notes  and  Queries,  Series  3,  Vol.  3. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Belfast. — Messrs.  Dollond  and  Co..  11,  Kirby- 
street,  Hatton  Garden,  report  that  Mr.  Fred  G. 
Shaw's  Anglers'  Glow  Lamp  will  be  ready  in  a 
week  or  two. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

GREENHEART  v.  SPLIT  CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  review  of  Mr.  Malloch's  cata- 
logue which  appears  in  your  issue  of  June  2  is 
largely  devoted  to  a  comparison  between  greenheart 
and  split  cane  rods,  and  as  some  of  the  arguments 
are  so  contrary  to  my  experience,  I  hope  you  will 
permit  me  to  call  attention  to  thern. 

In  the  first  place,  you  show  two  diagrams — 
(a)  greenheart,  and  (6)  split  cane.  The  diagram 
shown  as  a,  is  about  what  a  fairly-tapered  rod 
would  give  under  pressure.  That  shown  as  h,  no 
respectable  piece  of  white  wood  of  the  most  common 
description  would  own,  and  could  not,  even  though 
it  would,  be  guilty  of.  A  little  reflection  will  show 
that  whatever  material  a  rod  be  made  of.  the  curve 
under  pres-jure,  if  the  taper  of  the  rod  be  fairly 
regular,  must  produce  a  regular  curve.  Your  dia- 
gram h  could  only  be  produced  by  a  rod  with  a 
weakness  at  the  top  of  the  butt,  in  fact,  broken- 
backed,  and  would  apply  equally  to  a  rod  of  any 
material. 

It  is  only  fair  to  quote  your  confession—"  I  con- 
fess I  have  never  actually  teste<i  greenheart  and 
Hplit-cane  rods  to  prove  my  theory,  and  one  would 
have  to  have  rods  made  as  nearly  alike  as  pos-sible  to 
do  this."  I  will  be  glad  to  afford  you  the  opportu- 
nity, and  if  you  will  send  me  a  greenheart  rod,  I 
will  have  it  matched. 

You  have  a  good  many  split-cane  rods  which  my 
firm  have  marie  for  you,  the  manufacture  of  which 
T  have  had  the  pleasure  to  superintend,  and  I  think 
that  any  of  them,  if  you  will  kindly  test  them,  will 
lie  sufficient  to  satisfy  you  on  the  point  at  issue. 

Referring  to  the  extreme  fineness  of  split-cane  tops, 
you  say  '•  that  the  extremely  fine  top  joints  of 
American  split-cane  rods  stand  such  tremendous 
strains  is  due,  I  think,  to  the  fact  that  beyond  a 
certain  point  they  are  pulled  down  straight,  all  the 
strain  being  on  the  lower  joints,  the  top  part  being 
pracjtically  hanging  straight  on  the  line."  This  is 
perfectly  true,  but  it  might  have  been  added  that 
greenheart  tops  made  «ih  fine  would  scarcely  stand 
unything  and  could  not  be  i]sed,  a  fact  in  itself  which 
proves  the  groat  superiority  of  built  cane  in  fine 
diamoU'-rs.  Naturally  it  follows  that  this  superiority 
must  be  maintained  when  the  size  is  increased  to 
salmon  rods.  ' 

Again,  "probably  the  inherent  difierences  in  the 


nature  of  greenheart'  and  cane  are  most  strongly 
developed  when  most  strongly  called  upon."  From 
practical  tests  made  years  ago,  greenheart  smashes 
under  two-thirds  the  breaking  strain  of  built  cane. 

Mr.  Malloch's  statement,  quoted  by  you,  "  that  no 
split-cane  rod  gives  the  angler  the  same  power  over 
the  fish,  and  that  you  cannot  make  a  split-cane  rod 
similar  in  length  and  weight  and  action.  You  would 
have  to  make  it  much  stouter  to  get  the  same 
power."  With  this  view  you  are  not  in  agreement, 
nor  am  I.  It  may  be  as  well  to  remember,  as  it 
practically  shows  that  the  great  superiority  of  split- 
cane  over  greenheart  is  acknowledged  by  almost 
everyone,  that  at  all  the  recent  tournaments,  where 
the  weight  limits  are  low,  built  cane  rods  have  been 
almost  exclusively  used,  and  with  them  all  the  records 
have  been  made.  You  may  also  remember  that  at 
the  tournament  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  you  broke 
a  greenheart  rod.  Have  you  ever  broken  a  built 
cane  one  in  casting  ? 

Superintending,  as  I  have  done,  the  manufacture 
of  both  greenheart  and  built  cane  rods  for  some 
twenty-five  years,  I  have  had  every  opportunity  of 
testing  the  comparative  merits  of  each,  and  it  has 
always  been  my  practice  to  recommend  only  what 
I  know  and  have  proved  to  be  the  best.  I  unhesi- 
tatingly say  that  greenheart  is  greatly  inferior  as  a 
rod-making  material  to  split  cane  ;  that  split  cane, 
weight  for  weight,  is  fully  twenty-five  per  cent, 
stiffer  and  stronger,  and  has  much  greater  casting 
and  killing  power. 

You  cannot  expect  from  a  piece  of  rounded  wood 
of  any  sort,  in  which  the  layers  of  fibre  must  lie 
diagonally  across  the  axis  of  the  rod,  the  same 
strength  as  in  built  cane  when  the  layers  of  fibre 
run  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  rod.  There  are  many 
more  reasons  why  built  cane  is  superior,  but  I  will 
not  trouble  your  readers  with  facts  which  are  so 
well  known  to  everyone  who  takes  an  interest  in 
fishing  rods. 

I  must  confess  that  I  am  sorry  to'have  to  write 
what  may  seem  somewhat  controversial,  but  to 
allow  statements  so  contrary  to  fact  to  go  uncontra- 
dicted was  impossible. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alnwick,  June  12.  John  James  Hardy. 

[There  is  ample  room  for  difference  of  opinion 
between  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  views  of  the  merits  of 
greenheart  rods — especially  for  sal  mon  fishing  in  a 
water  like  the  Tay,  where  the  fish  run  larga  and  the 
streams  are  long  and  heavy — and  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's 
opinion  of  the  merits  of  split  cane.  What  my  argu- 
ment (admittedly  not  based  on  actual  comparison  of 
a  rod  of  greenheart  specially  made  to  match  one  of 
cane)  amounts  to  is  that,  other  things  being  equal,  a 
split-cane  rod  will  bend  more  than  a  greenheart, 
consequently  will  give  way  more  to  the  weight  and 
pull  of  a  fish,  causing  corresponding  loss  of  control. 
1  imagine  it  would  not  be  possible  to  take  two  sets 
of  identical  rod  fittings,  ferrules,  and  rings,  and  make 
a  split-cane  and  a  greenheart  of  same  length, 
diameter,  and  weight,  as  the  specific  gravity  is  not 
the  same.  But  make  the  rods  as  nearly  alike 
as  possible,  and  let  one  be  made  by  Mr.  Malloch  and 
the  other  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  and  let  some  independent 
jury  decide  which  rod  bends  least  with  the  same 
strain  up  to  breaking  pomt.  If  that  point  is  a  long 
way  beyond  the  actunl  strain  of  playing  a  heavy 
fish,  what  is  the  practical  importance  of  it? — Nil. 
I  did  not  write  to  attack  split  cane  as  a  material 
for  rods ;  I  think  most  highly  of  it.  I  wrote  to 
see  if  other  anglers  had  experienced  the  same 
feeling  that  I  had,  namely,  that  in  the  case  of 
having  to  put  extra  strain  on  a  rod,  split  cane  seems 
to  bend  more  than  a  similar  rod  of  greenheart  does._ 
Of  course,  all  greenheart  is  not  alike,  some  is  stiffer 
than  other.  I  am  referring  mainly  to  the  green- 
heart which  Mr.  Malloch  puts  into  his  salmon  rods. 
Personally,  I  have  not  an  atom  of  prejudice  in 
favour  or  against  either  split  cane  or  greenheart.  I 
only  wish  to  ascertain  which  is  really  best  under  the 
special  conditions  mentioned. — -Ed.] 


A  DANGER  TO  ANGLERS— AND  OTHERS. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Jime  4  a  party  of  nine  engaged 
a  Leigh  bflAvloy  for  a  fishing  excursion,  but  not 
meeting  with  success  concluded  to  sail  along  the 
Essex  coast.  When  off  South  Shoebury  Gas  Buoy 
and  West  Admiralty  Beacon,  outside  the  sands,  a 
shot  from  the  Shoebury  Battery  struck  the  water 
not  more  than  twenty  yards  from  the  bow  of  the 
Ijoat.  This  was  apparently  observed  from  the  fort, 
as  practice  was  then  stopped  until  we  had  proceeded 
some  distance. 

Talking  the  matter  over  on  our  return  to  Leigh 
we  were  assured  that  similar  narrow  escapes  were 
frequently  experienced  by  fishermen  and  others,  and 
that  more  than  one  fatality  had  occuri-ed  through 
the  recklessness  or  inefficiency  of  the  firing  parties. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  authorities 
locally,  but  so  far  without  effect,  and  it  was  thought 
by  the  boatmen  that  if  the  matter  were  taken  up 
by  London  anglers  and  the  angling  papers  pressure 
might  be  brought  to  bear  on  those  responsible  for 


the  present  arrangements  to  induce  them  to  make 
an  alteration.  Firing  along,  instead  of  across,  the 
sands  would  certainly  lessen  the  danger. 

I  would  commend  this  to  the  serious  consideration 
of  anglers  and  yachtsmen,  as  the  ordiniiry  risks 
attending  boat  sailing,  etc.,  in  the  Thames  estuary 
are  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  average  sportsman 
without  the  addition  of  those  which  can  be  easily 
avoided. — Yours  truly.         One  of  the  Party. 


ANGLING   FOR  SALMON  IS  ILLEGAL  IN 
SCOTLAND  ON  SUNDAY. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Special  Scotch's  "  rather  disingenu- 
ous essay  in  last  week's  Fiahinc/  Gazette  to  wriggle 
out  of  a  bald  mis-statement  of  fact  is  not  such,  1 
fancy,  as  will  commend  itself  to  those  of  your 
readers  who  are  interested  in  Scottish  angling 
matters.  Who  "  attacked  "  him  for  "  advocating 
Sunday  angling  in  Scotland"  '!  Not  I.  With  just 
as  much  reason  he  might  have  rejoined  that  he  was 
attacked  for  advocating  the  abolition  of  the  Greek 
Kalends  ! 

Taking  "  Special  Scotch,"  however,  at  his  own 
valuation,  may  I  ask  him  :  if  I  have  (of  course  the 
supposition  is  absurd)  "  read  into  "  his  note  "  mean- 
ings and  opinions  he  does  not  hold"  why  does 
"  Special  Scotch  "  give  expression  to  them '!  It  may 
be  good  "  journalism"  but  it  is  bad  fact,  and,  as  in 
the  present  question  (Sunday  Fishing  for  Salmon), 
misleading. — -Yours  truly, 

Glasgow,  June  12.        W.  Johnstone  Forfar. 

["Special  Scotch"  stated  'clearly  enough  that 
"  there  is  no  If ,w  against  catching  minnows  or 
anything  lelse,  including  salmon  or  trout,  on 
Sundaj'  in  Scotland."  Mr.  W.  Johnstone  Forfar 
pointed  out  that  it  is  illegal  to  fish  with  the  rod  for 
salmon  or  other  migratory  salmonidce  on  Sunday, 
and  Stewart's  "  Law  of  Fishing  in  Scotland  "  con- 
firms this,  page  204,  second  edition.  "  The  weekly 
close  time  applies  to  rod  fishing,  except  as  regards 
the  six  hours  after  six  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening 
and  the  six  hours  before  six  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning.  In  other  words,  it  is  illegal  to  fish  with 
the  rod  for  salmon  on  Sunday."  Why  did  not 
"  Special  Scotch  "  admit  he  was  absolutely  wrong, 
and  had  made  a  very  misleading  statement  which 
might  lead  English  anglers  to  get  prosecuted  and 
fined  £5  for  innocently  fishing  on  Sunday  in  Scotland, 
as  they  would  in  England. — Ed.] 


TO  MAKE  FLIES  FLOAT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  cannot  make  my  flies  float  for  any 
length  of  time,  so  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  will  detail  your  method  mentioned  in  the  J''is/t- 
ing  Gazette  of  Juno  2,  and  tell  me  where  I  can  get 
the  proper  sort  of  oil. — Yours  truly.  Novice. 

S.  Devon. 

[I  use  odourless  paraffin.  When  I  think  of  it  I  oil 
tlie  whole  of  my  fly  a  day  or  two  before  fishing,  and 
hang  it  in  a  draught  to  dry — if  I  do  not  think  of  it  I 
oil  the  fly  in  same  way  at  the  waterside.  A  fly  which 
has  been  recently  oiled  does  not  float  properly  until 
the  excess  of  oil  has  been  washed  off ;  it  may  take  a 
minute  to  get  rid  of  the  superfluous  oil,  which  floats 
off  each  time  you  cast  the  fly  on  the  water,  and  allow 
it  to  remain  there  for  a  few  seconds.  In  a  minute  or 
two  the  fly  begins  to  sit  up  on  the  water,  and  if  there 
are  any  naturals  about  like  it  you  can  hardly  tell  the 
difference,  and  fortunately  the  fish  cannot  do  so 
either — at  least  at  first,  but  it  is  wonderful  how  soon 
a  trout  picks  up  wrinkles. — Ed.] 


IS  THERE  ANY  PIKE  FISHING  NEAR 
TWICKENHMI  OR  RICHMOND? 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  whether  there  is  free  fishing  near  Twickenham 
or  Richmond,  and  whether  it  is  a  likelv  place  for 
pike. — -Yours  truly,  P.  H.  W. 

S.  Kensington. 

[The  Thames  is  free  at  Richmond  and  up  to 
Staines,  but  it  cannot  be  recommended  as  likely 
to  yield  many  pike  so  low  down  as  Richmond  and 
Twickenham.  P.  H.  W."  should  consult  Messrs. 
Gaynor,  the  fishing  tackle  makers,  of  Richmond, 
or  Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  of  7,  London-road,  Twicken- 
ham.— Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  TORQUAY  AND  TEIGN- 
MOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  one  of  your  readers  ask- 
ing if  there  is  coarse  fishing  at  Torquay  and  Teign- 
mouth,  I  inform  him  that  there  is  no  fishing  at 
Torquay,  e.xcept  sea-fishing.  For  trout  and  fresh- 
water fish  one  must  go  to  the  River  Dart  (si.x  miles) 
or  River  Teign  (ten  miles),  for  salmon,  trout,  etc. ;  to 
Slapton  (sixteen  miles),  for,  pike,  perch,  roach,  etc., 
and  to  the  Torquay  Reservoirs  (sixteen  miles),  for 
trout,  and  to  streams  on  Dartmoor. — Yours  truly. 

Ph.  LiNftT, 
Director  of  Le  Pecheur,  Paris. 
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HERON,  SHOOTING. 

Dear  Sir, — Surely  an  article  on  heron  shooting 
is  out  of  place  in  the  Fishing  Oazette. — Yours  truly, 
Norwich.  G.  Christophek.  Da  vies. 

[I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  heron  or  the  king- 
fisher or  the  otter  exterminated,  but  I  know  waters 
where  they  have  practically  exterminated  the  trout, 
and  where  there  are  too  many  of  them  I  should 
shoot  them  down,  and  otters  also. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  BARNARD  CASTLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "H.  M.,"  Blackpool,  in 
your  issue  of  June  2,  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Barnard  Castle  or  Middleton-in-Toesdale  (nine 
miles  farther  up)  is  good  on  the  Rivor  Toes,  and 
permission  can  be  got  by  applying  to  tlio  Raby 
Estates  Office.  Staindrop,  D.u-lington,  for  the 
Durham  side  of  the  river,  and  to  the  Streutlam 
Estate  Office,  Streatlam  Castle,  Darlington,  for  the 
Yorkshire  side.  Worm  fishing  is  allowed  in  clear 
water.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  permits.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  "H.  M.,"  Blackpool,  any 
further  information  he  requires. — Yours  truly, 

Masterman  Cottage,  Robert  Peirse. 

Middleton-in-Teesdale. 


CAMPING  AND  FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  regarding 
camping  and  fishing  (coarse  or  trout)  to  bo  obtained 
near  Chester,  anywhere  within  twenty  miles  radius 
of  the  town. — Yours  truly,  Bukun. 


FISHING  IN  NORTH  DEVON. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  deeply  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  ine  the  following  information 
re  fishing  in  North  Devon  (vicinity  of  Bampton):  — 

1.  From  whom  the  licence  to  fish  is  prociu-able  ? 

2.  Does  it  include  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Exe 
and  Barle,  more  particularly  the  Batherm  ?  3.  Has 
permission  to  fish  to  be  obtained  from  the  riparian 
proprietors,  or  does  the  licence  include  this  privilege  ? 
I  am  spending  a  fortnight  in  the  district  during 
July,  and  should  be  pleased  to  receive  any  further 
information. — Yours  truly.  J.  D. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  P.  C.  B.,"  I  have  no  up-to-date  mformation  about 
Brittany,  except  that  friends  in  Paris  who  go  there 
in  spring  for  salmon  fishmg.  mostly  preserved,  tell 
me  that  in  Western  Brittany  the  trouting,  owing  to 
over-fishing,  etc.,  is  practically  not  worth  going  in 
for,  but  that  there  maybe  better  chances  of  sport  in 
the  Cotes  du  Nord,  that  is,  in  the  rivers  falling  into 
the  sea  between  St.  Malo  and  Brest,  at  such  places 
as  Guingamp,  Paimpol,  Lamiion,  Huelgpet,  etc. 
Le  Faouet  would  also  be  worth  trying,  and  it  would 
of  course  often  be  desirable  to  go  a  good  distance 
above  the  towns,  for  instance,  from  Guingamp  to 
St.  Nicholas  du  Palem,  about  fifteen  miles  up  the 
Blavet. 

If  at  Cherbourg,  your  correspondent  should 
inquire  about  La  Saire,  a  small  river  falling  into 
the  sea  at  Reville,  near  St.  Vaast  la  Hougiie,  and 
reported  to  contain  a  fair  number  of  small  salmon 
as  well  as  trout.  ' 

From  Avranches  the  upper  reaches  of  the  L6ez 
and  Celune  might  be  explored. 

Spring  and  autumn  woiild  be  better  than  summer. 
Hotels  in  Brittany  are  generally  cheap.  For  trout  a 
good  English  selection  of  flies  would  probably  suffice, 
with  the  addition  of  a  favourite  local  pattern  called 
"  Gris  Cendre."  A  light  grilse  rod  vrith  a  few  flies 
and  other  salmon  tackle  might  also  come  in  useful. 

To  the  above-named  places  I  would  add  Pont 
Aven,  in  Western  Brittany,  a  charmingly  picturesque 
place,  which  many  years  ago  afforded  fair  trouting 
with  occasional  chance  of  a  salmon,  also  some  sea 
fishing  near  the  mouth  of  the  Aven. 

An  article  in  the  Field  of  March  19,  1904,  gave 
a  very  attractive  account  of  a  trouting  trip  in 
Brittany,  with  valuable  information  as  to  routes, 
etc.,  but  struck  me  as  being  rather  rose-coloured  as 
to  the  sport,  and  lacking  in  record  of  any  numbers 
or  weights  of  fish  caught. — Yours  truly, 

Calais,  May  30.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


Pi^ WEEK-END  TICKETS  ON  THE  GREAT 
EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  parti- 
culars of  a  now  arrangement  for  the  issue  of  cheap 
week-end  tickets  from  London  to  the  Eastern 
Counties  which  we  purpose  bringing  into  operation 
on  June  30. 

Hitherto  the  issue  of  such  tickets  has  been  con- 
fined to  the  winter  months,  but  in  future  this  facility 
will  be  afforded  throughout  the  year, 
t  This,  I  venture  to  think,  will  be  a  feature  of 
interest  "to  your  readers,  and  I  shall  be  much 


obliged  if  you  will  kindly  make  mention  of  it  in 
your  paper. — Yours  truly,  E.  P.  Ellis, 

Superintendent  of  the  Line. 
Liverpool-street  Station, 
June  9. 

[I  am  glad  to  publish  this  letter,  and  to  give 
these  particidars  : — "  The  increasing  popularity  of 
week-end  holidays  has  resulted  in  a  considerable 
development  of  the  train  service  to  some  of  the 
more  well-known  East  Coast  resorts,  but  hitiierto 
during  the  summer  months  no  special  facilities  have 
been  regularly  offered  to  the  public  for  week-end 
visits  to  the  inland  towns  in  the  Eastern  Counties. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  now 
decided  to  include  the  latter  in  their  week-end 
bookings,  and  on  .lune  30  tlioy  will  inaugurate  a 
new  arrangement  under  wliich  cheap  week-end 
tickets  will  be  issued  every  Saturday  by  any  train 
from  London  to  all  stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties 
beyond  about  fifty  miles  from  the  metropolis,  and 
the  tickets  will  be  available  for  return  on  either 
Sunday  or  Monday.  It  is  anticipated  tliat  those 
additional  cheap  facilities  will  encourage  the  public 
to  explore  the  many  charming  and  interesting  towns 
and  villages  scattered  in  lavisti  profusion  throughout 
historic;  iOast  Anglia,  and  that  the  scheme  is  a 
comprehensive  one  will  be  seen  from  the  fact  that 
it  embraces  the  towns  of  Hertford,  Cambridge, 
Wisbech,  Lynn,  Peterborough,  Sleaford,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  and  Norwich." — Ed.] 

LESSONS  IN  FLY  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Casting  "  will  write  to  G.  Hoyle, 
31,  Vincent-road,  West  Green,  N.,  ho  can  get  what 
he  wants — casting  lessons  in  any  style,  either  single 
or  double  handed,  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  to  suit 
his  own  convenience. — Yours  truly,  B.  J. 

[Mr.  Fred  G.  Shaw,  who  won  many  prizes  at  the 
International  Fly  Ciisting Tournament  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  in  1904,  including  the  prize  for  the  longest 
cast  in  the  Amateur  Trout  Fly  Casting,  has  arranged 
to  give  fly-casting  lessons  at  the  Welsh  Harp  Fishery, 
Hendon,  as  will  be  seen  from  his  advertisement  on 
page  440. — Ed.] 

THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  SAMLETS 
AND  BROWN  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  this  interesting  subject  has  been 
discussed  for  some  weeks  in  the  Fishing  Oazette,  it 
seems  odd  that  nobody  has  mentioned  what  is  really 
the  easiest  and  most  certain  test  for  distinguishing 
a  samlet  from  a  brown  trout  of  the  .same  size. 

On  tlie  gill  cover  of  a  samlet  there  is  always  one 
large  spot — occasionally  there  may  be  two — but  in 
any  case  very  distinctly  marked. 

A  brown  trout  has  several  quite  small  spots  on  its 
gill  covers.  One  cannot  be  guided  by  finger  marks, 
nor  by  the  absence  of  a  red  or  brownish  edge  to  the 
adipose  fin,  as  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
ways  to  tell  a  brown  from  a  Loch  Leven  trout,  the 
latter  having  a  perfectly  black  adipo.se. 

This  gill  cover  distinction  was  shown  to  me  by 
Mr.  Armistead,  of  the  Solway  Fishery,  where  I  was 
pupil  some  years  ago.  When  there  was  time  he 
used  to  take  me  to  fish  the  Scotch  bums,  which 
only  held  very  small  trout  averaging  Sin.  to  7in.,  but 
as  the  salmon  parr  simply  swarmed  one  soon  found 
it  impossible  to  mistake  them  for  trout  by  the 
merest  glance  at  the  gill  cover.  I  can  never 
remember  a  samlet  from  any  river  being  more  than 
about  seven  inches. 

It  was  impossible,  according  to  Mr.  Armistead,  to 
detect  any  certain  diflerence  between  a  sea-trout 
yearling  and  fario  of  the  same  size,  the  former 
being  unaltered  until  his  first  return  from  the  sea. 
Apologismg  for  so  long  a  letter. — Yours  truly, 

Bibury  Fishery,  A.  Severn. 

Near  Fairford,  Gloucestershire. 


WHAT  ARE  SALMON  FRY  ? 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  much  obliged  to  your  readers 
for  their  views  on  salmon  fry,  but  unfortimately  I 
have  not  had  a  definite  answer  one  way  or  the  other. 
What  I  want  to  know  is  this :  Have  salmon  fry 
got  brown  and  black  spots  on  the  upper  parts  of  the 
body,  and  pink  spots  on  the  lower  part,  and  on 
each  side  four  or  five  bars  something  like  the 
marks  of  a  perch  ?  They  are  about  (on  an  average) 
five  inches  long,  but  have  caught  them  seven  inches. 
As  regards  my  question,  when  do  salmon  fry  cease 
to  be  salmon  fry,  it  has  not  been  answered. 

I  might  add  that  I  never  bring  a  trout  from  the 
river  imder  eight  inches,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
every  day  during  the  trout  season  dozens  are 
brought  away  that  are  not  bigger  than  a  bleak. 
They  are  used  for  night  gorge  fishing,  and  they 
have  accounted  for  several  four  and  five  pounders 
this  season.  It  is  all  very  well  saying  a  £10  fine 
should  be  inflicted,  but  we  are  not  all  e.vperts,  and 
my  reason  for  asking  is  that  I  am  told  if  anyone  is 
caught  with  those  fish  I  have  mentioned  they  are 
liable  to^a  fine.    Old  anglers  that  have  fished  the 


river  for  forty  years  say  they  are  salmon  fry,  others 
who  have  fished  it  all  their  lives  maintain  they  are 
not,  so  if  an  angler  should  happen  to  be  brought 
before  the  law,  how  is  he  going  to  get  out  of  it  7  If 
they  are  salmon  fry  let  J  him  be  punished,  and 
serve  him  right ;  but  if  they  are  not  salmon  fry 
and  he  gots  fined  all  the  same,  it  would  not  be  at  all 
pleasant.  What  are  gravling,  and  can  they  be 
retained  ?  In  reference  to  glow  laiTip,  whore  can 
I  get  one  and  what  is  the  price  ?  I  shall  l)e  greatly 
obliged  for  information  on  above  questiims. — Yours 
truly,  C.  Dejonoe. 


DRESSINGS  OF  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  give 
your  correspondent  the  dressing  of  the  fly  he  re- 
(|uiros,  and  pleased  also  that  he  found  the  previous 
lot  useful.  [  hope  others  have  also  proved  suc- 
cessful with  the  patterns  I  gave,  as  next  to  catching 
fish  oneself,  it  gives  the  greatest  pleasure  in  being 
the  means  of  others  having  sport.  Ronald's  Little 
Dark  Spinner  is  dressed  thus :  Body,  mulberry- 
coloiu'od  floss  silk,  ribbed  with  purple  silk  thread  ; 
legs,  a  purple-stained  hackle  that  appears  black 
when  looked  down  upon,  but  which  shines  with  a 
dark  tortoise-shell  tint  when  held  up  between  the 
eye  and  the  light ;  wings,'  starling.  As  to  flies  for 
lato  evening  fishing,  the  best  hereabouts  is  the 
Coa<;hman — body,  peacock's  herl,  red  cock's  hackle, 
and  white  wings.  The  Alder  Fly  is  also  good — 
body,  peacock's  herl ;  hackle,  brown  hen's  ;  wings, 
from  a  speckled  brown  hen's  wing  feathers.  There 
are  two  dressings  of  night  moths  that  might  prove 
useful  to  your  correspondent.  (1)  Body,  light 
brown  or  tan-coloured  fur,  dressed  fat ;  legs,  a  light- 
colourod  grouse  hackle ;  wings,  dark  dappled  hen 
pheasant.  (2)  Body,  pale  yellow  or  cream-coloured 
fur  or  mohair,  pole  ginger  hen's  hackle,  with  ligVit 
speckled  hen  pheasant  wings ;  may  be  ribbed  with 
gold  twist  if  d(!sired.  I  think  the  Light  Iron  Blu9 
of  Foster's  you  notice  in  your  "  Occasional  Notes  " 
must  have  been  intended  for  some  other  fly  than 
the  Iron  Blue,  for  surely  no  maker  would  turn  out 
a  copy  of  the  smallest  and  neatest  of  our 
ephornerals  that  would  be  taken  as  a  good  copy  of 
a  house  fly.  What  a  difference  should  the  two 
naturals  be  placed  side  by  side  ! — Yours  truly. 

Little  Marryat. 


ANGLING  IN  CO.  CLARE,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  someone  acquainted  with 
CO.  Clare  (Ireland)  waters  kindly  oblige  by  answering 
the  following  queries  ;  I  a'li  going  to  fish  in  .4ugust 
on  the  Lisdoonvarna  and  Cooradare  rivers: — (1) 
What  kind  of  trout  am  I  likely  to  meet  with  ?  (2) 
what  flies  are  best  ?  and  (3)  any  other  particulars 
worth  knowing,  and  oblige — Yours  truly,     S.  S. 


BLACK  PATCHES  ON  GOLDFISH. 

Dear  Sir, — A  fortnight  ago  I  put  two  lots  of 
goldfish  into  a  pond  some  twenty  yards  long  by 
eiglit  broad. 

The  first  lot  had  been  badly  kept,  and  had  on 
them  some  black  patches.  These  patches  have 
gradually  spread  over  their  whole  bodies  and  killed 
the  fish.  The  second  lot  had  been  carefully  kept, 
and  are  bright  in  colour  and  doing  well.  What  is 
this  black  colour  ?  Will  the  disease — if  it  be  a 
disease — spread  to  the  other  fish  ? 

In  the  pond  with  them  are  some  half  a  dozen 
or  so  roach  and  manv  newts,  with  abundance  of 
fish  food.  Before  adding  more  goldfish  I  want  to 
know  something  about  the  black  colour,  as  the 
black  ones  before  they  disappeared  were  lively  and 
fed  well. — Yours  truly,  Gloucester. 

[Doubtless  the  disease  is  the  same  as  the  fungus 
or  mould  which  is  so  fatal  to  fish.  I  have  seen  gold- 
fish with  dark  markings  on  them,  but  the  fish 
seemed  to  be  healthy.  If  the  present  stock  in  the 
pond  keeps  healthy  it  would  probably  be  safe  to 
add  more — provided  there  is  no  overcrowding.  It 
is  a  pity  we  have  no  institution  in  this  country 
where  fish  diseases  are  studied,  as  is  done  at  the 
Fish  Biological  Institute  at  Miinich. — Ed.] 


ARDARA  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  liave  just  returned  from  spending  a 
few  days'  fishing  on  the  much  abused  Ardara  waters, 
and  the  result  of  sport  may  interest  you  and  some 
of  your  readers  who  intend  visiting  Donegal  this 
season. 

On  the  Owenea,  three  salmon,  121b.,  101b.,  and 
.51b.  Good  baskets  of  trout  from  the  lakes — best 
fish.  21b.,  1  lb.,  and  -Jib.  Not  so  bad  considering  the 
very  stormy  weather  and  cold  north  wind  we  have 
been  having,  and  the  very  backward  spring  in  that 
country. 

I  still  hold  the  opinion  that  Ardara  is  one  of  the 
best  districts  for  a  fishing  holiday,  and  the  chances 
of  getting  fish. — Yours  truly.  Blue  Jay. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Fine  Sport  on  Loch  Leven. 
Me.  E.  JI.  Tod  sends  me  the  following  from  the 
Scotsman  of  June  16:  — 

"Loch  Leven. — Excellent  sport  continues  to  be 
got  here  with  fly.  There  was  a  fine  dull  sky  most 
of  yesterdaj%  and  there  was  a  light  shower  in  the 
forenoon,  the  breeze  being  steady  from  the  south- 
east. The  West  of  Scotland  Club  competed  again 
yesterday,  and  had  the  best  sport  at  a  competition 
here  this  season,  the  catch  by  nine  rods  being 
seventy-two  trout,  which  weighed  621b.  Prize- 
winners :  1,  Mr.  T.  Prentice,  nine  trout,  121b.  12oz.  ; 
2,  Mr.  J.  O.  Macniven,  sixteen,  11  lb.  6Joz.  Sweep- 
stake prizes  for  heavy  trout:  1,  Mr.  T.  Prentice, 
21b.  7ioz. ;  2,  Mr.  J.  Macdonald,  21b.  l|oz. ;  3,  Mr. 
H.  C.  Smith,  lib.  12ioz.  The  best  fished  club 
boats  were  out  with: — Messrs.  J.  Macdonald  and 
R.  Robertson,  nineteen,  15lb.  lOoz. ;  Messrs.  M  H. 
Kennedy  and  G.  T.  Wilson,  eighteen,  121b.  4oz.  ; 
Messrs.  J.  0.  Macniven  and  T.  Russell,  eighteen, 
121b.  The  following  private  parties  captured  nearly 
all  their  fish  with  fly : — Mr.  Mitchell,  Oupar,  nine- 
teen, 191b.  80Z. ;  Mr.  Annandale,  Langholm  (his 
heaviest  trout  weighed  31b.  loz.),  thirteen,  141b.; 
Rev.  Canon  Holder,  Dundee  (in  a  short  day),  six- 
teen, 141b. ;  Mr.  Willis  and  Mr.  Luing,  Oban,  nine, 
81b. ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood,  ten,  81b.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Scott,  Dundee  (on  Thursday  with  fly), 
thirty-nine,  331b.  8oz.  Good  catches  were  made 
with  fly  by  the  following  anglers,  who  went  out  on 
Thursday  evening: — Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie, Edinburgh,  twenty-five,  2.51b.  ;  Mr.  Torriss 
and  Mr.  Turbayne,  Cowdenbeath,  sixteen,  141b.  ; 
Mr.  Plummer,  Edinburgh,  nine,  71b. ;  Mr.  Smeth- 
hurst,  seven,  7Ib." 

Glad  to  see  the  famous  loch  is  doing  so  well 
again. 

"Some  Dry-Fly  Refinements." 

Under  this  title  there  is  an  article  in  the  Field 
of  June  16,  which  shows  in  a  beautiful  manner 
what  one  may  call  the  genesis  and  exodus  of  the 


dry-fly  angler — his  evolution  through  seven  stages. 
I  quote  only  two  short  paragraphs  as  ground-bait 
to  send  my  readers  to  "  W.  Quilliam's  "  delightful 
article.  "  Above  him  "  (that  is,  the  common  or 
ordinary  dry-fly  man)  "  is  found  the  three-fly 
expert.  Two  shades  of  Olive  and  a  Black  Gnat 
are  enough  for  him.  He  will  allow  himself  a 
May  Fly  when  it  is  on  the  water,-  but  at  other 
seasons  he  is  rigid.  He  casts  each  pattern  but 
once,  for  so  supreme  I's  his  skill  that  what  are 
called  '  trial  casts '  are  unknown  to  his  fishing. 
He  calls  trout  'fario'  and  possesses  a  secret  retiipe 
for  the  dressing  of  a  line." 

The  intermediate  stages  are  equally  killing,  and 
lead  us  to  accept  quite  as  a  matter  of  course  this 
picture  of  the  man  who  has  reached  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  dry-flyism. 

"Lastly — and  here  I  reach  the  supreme  point 
to  which  the  science  of  dry-fly  fishing  has  attained 
— lastly  is  found  the  all-knowing  fisherman,  who, 
abandoning  rod,  creel,  waders,  trout,  flies,  and 
river  as  matters  which  no  longer  concern  the 
investigator,  occupies  his  angling  hours  in  the 
loving  study  of  the  habits  of  the  birds.  Beyond 
this  I  do  not  think  fishing  can  go.    Who  knows  ?  " 

Mr.  Charles  Kewell,  the  Fishing  Tackle  Maker. 

A  good  deal  of  the  fishing  tackle  and  some  of  the  _ 
rods  I  bought  over  thirty  years  ago  I  got  at  the 
well-stocked  shoj)  of  Mr.  Charles  Kewell,  in 
St.  John-street-road,  near  the  Angel,  Islington. 
It  was  on  his  counter  that  I  remember  signing  a 
petition  for  the  preservation  of  the  River  Laa,  of 
which  movement  our  old  friend  the  late  Mr.  Richard 
Ghurney  was  secretary.  Mr.  Kewell  emigrated  to 
San  Francisco,  and  I  regret  to  see  from  the 
Sporting  Goods  Dealer  that  he,  with  most  of  the 
other  fishing  tackle  makers  of  San  Francisco,  was 
visited  by  the  recent  fire,  and  had  his  entire  stock 
destroyed.  Mrs.  Kewell  had  a  wonderful  knowledge 
of  fishing  tackle,  and  in  that  respect  reminded  me 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Williams,  of  Great  Queen-street, 
whose  son  carries  on  the  well-known  business. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  find  the  following 
letter  from  the  Charles  Kewell  Co.  in  the  Sporting 
Goods  Dealer,  and  am  glad  to  see,  although  written 
after  the  fire,  it  looks  as  if  the  firm  was  going 
ahead  all  right : — 

"Aetieicial  Fly  Patteens. 

"San  Francisco,  May  24. 
"Editor  the  'Sporting  Goods  Dealer.' 

"  Replying  to  your  correspondent, '  S.  G.  D.,'  who 
wrote  in  the  May  issue  regarding  the  too  numerous 
patterns  of  flies,  we  will  agree  with  him— there  are 
far  too  many  trout  flies  on  the  market.  This  is 
directly  due  to  competition,  for  each  maker  wishes 
to  get  a  distinct  pattern  of  certain  flies.  Your 
correspondent's  estimate  that  there  are  at  least 
2000  patterns  on  the  market  is  a  very  conserva- 
tive one.  Our  own  firm  make  and  cjArry  in  stock — 
or  did  previous  to  the  recent  fire^more  than  600 
patterns,  and  we,  of  course,  only  feake  California 
patterns.  Regarding  the  imitation  of  the  natural 
insect  by  fly-tiers,  this  is  entirely  unnecessary,  in 
our  opinion.  The  chief  object  Of  the  artificial  fly 
is  to  attract  and  then  to  catch  the  fish.  This  we 
find  can,  in  some  cases,  best  be  done  with  flies  that 
in  no  way  imitate  nature.  Neither  do  we  think 
that  a  fish  always  goes  after  the  bait  because  im- 
pelled by  himger.  Sometifti^s  it  is  because  he  is 
excited  or  aggravated  by  the  appearance  of  the 
bright  object.  Speaking  from  personal  experience 
in  Humboldt  County,  this  state,  we  have  never 
noticed  many  flies  or  bug'4  on  the  water,  certainly 
not  in  great  numbers.  And  the  artificial  flies  we 
have  found  most  succesf^ful  are  those  apparently 
farthest  removed  from  /  the  natural  insect.  The 
Scotch  makes  of  trout  /flies  are,  perhaps,  the  best 
imitations  of  the  natural  insect,  but  these  are  by 
no  means  the  best  artiiicial  bait  for  waters  in  this 
country.  We  have  discussed  this  matter  a  great 
deal  among  the  leading  anglers  here,  and  it  has 
often  been  remarked, how  little  our  most  successful 
flies  resemble  the  living  insect." 

A  Note  from  San  Francisco. 

I  was  very  glad  io  get  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  James  Wall,  I'resident  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion of  California 4 — 

'f2511.  Pacific-avenue, 
'  "  San  Francisco,  June  1. 

"My  dear  Sie, — Your  very  kind  favour  came 
duly  to  hand.  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
remarks  relat^Ve  to  Californians  and  their  recent 

/ 
/ 


serious  losses.  I  was  fortunate  in  not  losing  my 
fishing  tackle  and  a  portion  of  my  effects ;  how- 
ever, my  place  of  business  was  a  total  loss  by  fire, 
and  I  had  many  articles  which  I  had  been  accumu- 
lating for  a  quarter  of  a  century  which  I  prized 
highly. 

"  The  dehris  is  being  cleared  off  the  lots  and 
streets  rapidly,  hundreds  of  temporary  quarters 
have  been  erected,  and  many  large  steel  structures 
are  about  to  be  constructed,  and  we  hope  by  1915 
to  have  a  population  of  at  least  1,000,000,  and  one 
of  the  fairest  cities  of  America. 

"P.S. — I  have  received  all  the  copies  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette." 

Salmon  Flies  named  after  "Napoleon," 
"  Nelson,"  etc. 

In  the  FisJiing  Gazette  for  .June  2  I  said  it  was 
curious  that  among  the  numbers  of  salmon  flies 
which  have  had  celebrated  names  given  to  them 
it  was  curious  that  there  was  no  "Iron  Duke"  or 
"Nelson"  or  "Napoleon,"  or  something  to  that 
effect,  which  caught  the  notice  of  Mr.  Tim 
McCarthy,  late  of  Kerry,  who  writes  to  me  as 
follows:  — 

"Great  George's-street  West, 

"  Lancaster  Quay,  Cork. 
"  Sie,— Seeing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  your  article 
on  salmon  flies,  'Napoleon'  and  'Nelson,'  I  am 
sending  on  one  of  each  of  the  above  flies  for  your 
approval.  The  'Napoleon'  was  invented  by  the 
late  Mr.  R.  Dunscombe,  J.P.,  of  Cork,  one  of 
the  best  anglers  on  the  Lee,  and  best  amateur  fly- 
dresser  I  ever  came  across.  You  will  observe  there 
are  six  hackles  in  the  '  Napoleon  '  fly,  and  it  takes 
a  bit  of  doing  to  imitate  correctly.  You  can  judge 
for  yourself. 

"I  am  the  inventor  of  the  'Nelson'  myself, 
and  as  my  grandfather  was  one  of  the  old  Viptorij 
sailors  who  tapped  the  admiral,'  I  have  named  the 
fly  the  '  Nelson,'  and  it  is  a  '  babby  dazzler  '  for  an 
old  housekeeper. 

"  Should  you  have  any  old  Norwegian  salmon 
flies  let  me  have  a  few  to  redress  new,  and  I  will 
show  you  I  can  still  hold  my  own  among  the  Irish 
fly-dressers  of  the  present  day.  I  am  known  to 
himdreds  of  the  readers  of  the  famed  Fishing 
Gazette,  as  I  have  spent  my  time  accompanying 
the  visiting  anglers  for  the  past  thirty-five  years 
to  the  old  kingdom  of  Kerry." 

Although  I  fail  to  see  anything  in  these  flies 
which  reflect  the  sun  of  Austerlitz  or  Jena,  the  Nile 
or  Copenhagen,  the  patterns  Mr.  Tim  McCarthy 
sends  are  as  good  specimens  of  salmon  fly-tying  as 
ever  I  wish  to  see — the  modest  colours  are  admir- 
ably blended,  and  the  hackles  are  put  on  with 
unerring  skill.  I  would  give  something  to  be  able 
to  make  such  flies.  I  shall  keep  these  two  flies  for 
Mrs.  M.  to  use  next  time  we  have  a  chance  at  a 
salmon  again. 


The  Rainbow  in  Germany,  etc 

A  friend,  who  has  been  fishing  in  Germany, 
writes: — 

"  Many  thanks  for  your  reply  to  my  inquiries. 
No  doubt  the  creature  in  the  grayling  was  the  hair- 
worm. I  think,  too,  that  the  fly  sent  was  a  sort  of 
Sedge,  though  much  darker  than  any  I  have  seen 
in  England.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
appeared  on  the  water  after  all,  not  by  hatching 
from  the  bottom,  but  by  fluttering  out  from  the 
rushes  and  grass  at  the  side  of  the  river.  It  was 
curious  how  very  little  the  trout  rose  at  them. 
Dozens  would  float  down  without  a  fish  stirring, 
but  an  artificial  fly,  not  like  the  Sedge,  but  much 
lighter,  generally  a  Greenwell's  Glory,  would  raise 
the  fish  directly.  This  is  contrary  to  English 
experience  to  find  the  trout  so  generally  preferrin<T 
an  artificial  fly  to  a  real  insect.  Ogden  Smith's,  of 
Hyde  Park  Comer,  have  something  to  be  proud  of 
in  the  manufacture  of  such  a  lure. 

"  Since  I  wrote  to  you  last  I  got  another  himdred 
in  one  day  of  grayling  and  trout,  the  largest  trout 
21b.,  and  three  others  \\\h.  to  l^lb.  I  was 
interested  in  your  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot 
June  9  upon  the  popularity  of  the  rainbow  trout  in 
Germany.  I  wish  you  could  find  out  how  far  it  is 
really  a  success  in  German  rivers.  In  one  river  I 
know  quantities  of  fry  have  been  turned  down, 
and  I  have  caught  a  few  rainbows  but  never  of  any 
size.  One,  I  remember,  was  remarkable  for  being, 
perhaps,  nearly  *lb.  in  weight;  generally  they  would 
be  about  three  to  the  pound.  I  asked  the  principal 
fisherman  of  those  ^rts  what  sir©  they  generally 
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reached,  and  he  told  me  that  this  was  about  the 
U8ual  size.  This  means,  in  that  river,  where  trout 
grow  very  rapidly,  that  practically  they  disappear 
after  their  second  year  in  the  river.  I  wonder  whether 
it  is  the  same  in  other  German  rivers  7  Perhaps 
in  some  parts  of  Germany  they  are  confined  in 
ponds  and  so  bred  for  the  market,  and  the  demand 
for  them  may  be  for  this  purpose,  but  I  cannot 
imagine  that  they  are  considered  a  success  for 
stocking  rivers.  It  would  be  very  interesting  to 
hear  what  character  they  have  got  in  other  parts 
of  Germany.    I  wonder  if  you  could  find  out  ?  " 

A  year  or  two  ago  I  made  inquiries  in  many 
parts  of  Germany  and  also  in  Austria  through 
the  local  fishing  papers  and  also  directly,  and  I 
found  that  in  most  places  the  stocking  of  open 
rivers  with  rainbows  was  being  given  up,  as  unless 
the  fish  could  be  confined  and  absolutely  prevented 
from  escaping  they  disappeared.  As  nearly  all  the 
trout  breeding  in  Germany  is  for  the  market,  the 
rainbows  are  reared  almost  exclusively  in  ponds  or 
waters  where  they  can  bo  locked  in  securely.  Even  in 
New  Zealand  rivers,  where  the  fish  promised  to  do  so 
well,  I  hear  it  is  rather  disappointing  in  some  parts. 
I  have  already  given  in  the  Fishinj  Oazcttc  the 
true  story  Mr.  Begg,  the  President  of  the  Otago 
Acclimatisation  Society,  told  me — how  they  had 
a  lot  of  fine  rainbows  in  a  pond,  and  that  they 
began  to  vanish.  The  gratings  were  all  right,  and 
it  was  a  mystery  until  they  found  an  extra  fat 
rainbow  stuck  in  a  rat  hole  under  water,  like  a 
cork  in  a  bottle.  Hundreds  of  smaller  fish  had 
escaped  that  way. 


Artificial  Fishing^  Baits. 

Messrs.  Harry  Peel  and  Sons,  Manufacturers  and 
Patentees  of  Artificial  Pishing  Baits  (wholesale 
only),  of  Highficld  Works,  Oakly-road,  Redditch, 
send  me  some  samples  of  their  silk  and  soleskin 
phantoms,   quill   minnows,   sand-eels,   and  Cale- 
donian baits,  and  they  appear  to  me  to  be  as  good 
as  anything  of  the  kind  which  I  have  seen  for  a  long 
time.    Personally,    when    using    a    phantom,  I 
generally  find  I  have  to  round  off  with  a  file  the 
edges  of  the  metal  fans  or  fins  which  cause  it  to  spin. 
If  all  makers  of  artificial  baits  were  also  practical 
anglers  they  would  find  that  the  sharp  metal  edges 
of  the  phantom  and  Devon  and  Caledonian  soon 
fray  the  gut  when  it  is  wet  and  soft  and  you  have 
caught  a  few  fish,  and  thousands  of  good  fish  have 
been  lost  because   he  angler,  without  knowing  it, 
had  been  playing  the  fish  by  pulling  the  gut  against 
the  sharp  edge  of  the  metal  fin  or  the  slit  in  the 
Devon.    In  justice  to  Messrs.  Peel,  I  must  say  that 
their  baits  are  far  less  objectionable  in  this  respect 
than  many,  but  there  is  alwa3^s  room  for  improve- 
ment.    Sir  Francis  Ley,  Bart.,  told  me  years  ago 
that  he  was  forced  through  loss  of  salmon  after 
salmon  to  mount  all  his  own  Devons,  doing  awaj' 
with  all  cutting  edges,  and  guarding  the  gut  with 
fine  wire  binding.    I  am  sure  every  angler  who  reads 
these  lines  has  seen  in   fishing-tackle  shops  and 
probably  once  in  his  life  bought  one  of  those  beautiful 
Caledonian  baits,  painted  and  enamelled  and  with 
glass  eyes,  and  made  to  represent  the  shape  and 
colours  of  a  small  fish — probably  too  highty  coloured 
— with  metal  spinning  fans  or  fins  sticking  out  from 
the  sides  behind  the  head,  and  with  a  metal  tail 
nicely  curved.    I  have  often  tried  these  gaudy 
deceivers,  and  have  always  found  them  a  delusion 
and  a  snare,  not  to  the  fish  but  to  the  angler.  The 
hard  rubber  body  is  curved  and  the  metal  tail  is 
curved,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  effect  of 
the  head-spinning  fans  is  counteracted  by  the  curve 
of  the  body  and-  tail.    To  be  any  use  at  all,  one 
must  get  rid  of  the  curve  in  the  tail  and  make  the 
body  as  straight  as  possible,  or  cut  off  the  head  fans 
and  rely  on  the  tail  to  spin  the  bait.    The  best 
artificial  spinning  bait  I  ever  used  was  one  I  chris- 
tened "  Gillett's  Gudgeon,"  twenty  years  ago.  It 
spun  splendidly  just  by  curving  the  metal  tail  as  you 
wanted  a  clean  spin  or  a  wobble  ;  but  it  was  made  to 
spin  on  a  tube,  which  was  not  made  out  of  solid  metal, 
but  merely  a  bit  of  fiat  brass  hammered  round  a 
core,  leaving  a  slit  along  it  where  the  two  edges 
joined.    I  asked  Mr.  Gillett  many  times  if  he  could 
not  get  a  bit  of  tube  without  the  slit  all  down  it, 
and  he  tried,  but  said  the  makers  would  not  bother 
with  it.    So  I  had  to  give  up  using  it,  as  after 
getting  a  good  fish  or  two  the  gimp  got  drags  ed  into 
the  slit,  cut,  and  one  lost  the  fish.   In  any  case,  the 
spin  was  spoiled.     I  wonder  if  Messrs.  Peel  and 
Sons  would  take  the  trouble  to  solder  a  bit  of  tube 
on  to  a  flat  bit  of  metal,  so  that  the  slit  is  covered 
up,  and  the  gutta-percha  body  I  then  built  on  to  the 


metal,  with  the  tail  formed  by  a  continuation  of 
the  flat  piece,  then  there  would  be  no  fear  of  the 
tail  breaking  out  as  it  does  in  all  these  lovely- 
looking  Caledonians  sooner  or  later. 

Messrs.  Peel's  Reply. 
Thinking  it  would  save  time,  I  sent  my  remarks  to 
Messrs.  Peel,  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  them  to 
print  their  reply  ;  it  shows  how  difficult  it  is  for  any 
firm  having  a  large  demand  for  a  particular  class  of 
goods  to  attempt  to  alter  them  in  any  way.  I  am, 
however,  glad  to  see  that  Messrs.  Peel  are  sensible 
of  the  danger  of  sharp  metal  edges  in  contact  with 
gut,  and  certainly  their  baits  are  better  in  this 
respect  than  most.  I'heir  phantoms  of  all  kinds  are 
excellent.    They  say  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  received  your  letter  with 
enclosed  copy  of  notice  with  thanks.  When  we  sent 
you  our  samples,  we  did  so  knowing  full  well  that 
you  were  a  candid  critic  and  that  you  would  not 
hesitate  to  point  out  a  fault  where  it  appeared. 
However,  we  confess  we  do  not  like  your  disparaging 
remarks  about  '  artificial  baits  in  general .'  in 
connection  with  a  notice  on  our  baits.  It  looks  to  a 
casual  reader  that  the  samples  before  you  especially 
call  for  the  damaging  remarks,  and  we  think  you 
will  agree  with  us  that  this  is  not  the  case,  although 
there  may  be  faults. 

"  In  making  baits  for  the  '  trade,'  the  price  is 
an  important  matter,  and  we  assure  you  there  is 
very  little  margin  for  finishing  off  as  you  suggest. 
If  all  buyers  were  practical  anglers  the  makers 
would  have  very  little  trouble  in  giving  satisfaction. 
Customers  of  ours  have  sometimes  put  us  in  com- 
munication with  their  customers,  and  we  have  never 
had  the  slightest  difficulty  in  satisfying  the  fisher- 
man. 

"  However,  on  our  best  quality  baits  we  have  for 
many  years  given  special  attention  to  the  matter  of 
rough  edges  on  fins,  and  always  have  heads  and  fins 
specially  selected  for  this  quality.  Also  you  will 
see  that  the  fins  on  Caledonians  are  rounded  off  thus, 
not  square,  as  usual  on  other 
'^,-:<'~^v.  makes  ;  the  part  A  on  the  old 

 pattern  fin  is  very  dangerous 

^ — y  ^ — y  as  it  is  generally  turned  up  a 
little,  forming  an  edge  for  the 
gimp  to  cut  against.  Ours  is 
flat  at  this  part  to  avoid 
cutting. 

"  Your  remarks  about  the 
usual  shape  of  the  Cale- 
donian are  doubtless  correct,  but  we  can  assure 
you  thah  our  trade  does  not  prove  that  the  Cale- 
donian is  a  failure.  Although  the  principal  part  of 
our  trade  is  the  silk  phantom,  we  have  during  the 
last  three  or  four  years  had  such  an  enormous 
increase  in  Mie  Caledonian  that  it  bids  fair  to  rival 
the  phantom,,  and  we  have  never  pushed  them  as  we 
prefer  phantc-ms. 

"  The  bait  j  ou  suggest  to  us  we  see  no  difficulty  in 
making,  and  ir  we  cannot  get  a  solid  tube  we  can 
make  a  good  substitute,  but  putting  one  tube 
inside  another  .ind  soldering  it  would  make  it  a 
little  bulky,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  it  would  be 
solid.    We  hope  to  send  you  a  bait  Ln  about  a  week. 

"  We  have  taken  the  hberty  to  speak  frankly, 
but  assure  you  that  we  have  every  respect  for  your 
opinion,  as  everyone  knows  you  are  a  practical 
fisherman  with  long  ,\nd  varied  experience." 

This  is  a  frank,  saisible  reply.  The  fact  is,  so 
many  things  have  to  be  considered  before  the  angler 
— such  as  cost,  fashion,  trade  demands,  etc. — that  it 
is  doubtless  difficult  for  %ny  manufacturers  to  adopt 
the  simple  suggestions  arising  from  the  actual 
experience  of  anglers. 

P.S. — Since  the  above  was  in  print  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Messrs.  Peel  one  or  two  baits  made  as 
I  suggest,  which  are  first-class,  no  fear  of  the  metal 
tail  breaking  off  or  the  tube  opening.  I  hope  to 
give  an  illustration  of  them  .ihortly. 


Praise  for  the  Brown  Trout  ("Salmo  fario")  from 
an  American  Angler — Sui'cess  of  the  Fish 
in  Pennsylvania  iitreams. 
Mr.  C.  G.  Levison,  an  enthusiastic  American 
trout  angler,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  many 
interesting  accounts  of   fish  a.id   fishing  in  the 
United  States,  writes  to  me  on  May  30  last  as 
follows : — 

"  1435,  Pacific-street. 
"  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  re  tho  relative  sport- 
ing qualities  of  our  native  brook  trout  and  the 
brown  trout,  which  are  rapidly  croiR'ding  ours  out, 


it  seems  to  me  there  should  be  but  one  opinion, 
and  that  strongly  in  favour  of  Salmo  fario. 

"  In  some  streams  that  I  have  fished  in  Penn- 
sylvania more  or  less  for  many  years,  and  which  have 
been  stocked  every  year  the  last  twenty-five  with 
about  50,000  native  trout  from  Jin.  to  IJin.,  it 
has  been  seldom  that  as  many  as  twenty  decent 
size  trout  could  be  caught  with  fly  by  one  rod  in  a 
day,  and  a  pound  fish  was  not  seen  by  anyone 
more  than  once  or  perhaps  twice  in  a  season. 

"  Now  that  the  brown  trout  have  taken  posses- 
sion, crcL'ls  of  from  twenty  to  forty  are  very 
common,  and  fish  as  large  as  21b.  to  2 Jib.,  and 
sometimes  31b.,  are  frequently  taken,  and  of  these 
numbers  tho  native  trout  will  not  be  more  than 
fifteen  per  cent.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  there  was 
only  one  lot  of  15,000  fingerling  brown  trout  put  in 
these  waters  about  twelve  years  ago. 

"  A  number  of  large  brown  trout  are  taken  with 
bait  in  these  waters  every  season  now.  Many 
over  41b.  and  three  or  four  over  61b.  have  been 
caught ;  hence  my  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of 
almost  all  my  angler  friends. 

"P.S. — There  is  no  doubt  but  the  brown  trout 
in  these  waters  is  the  freer  fly  taker,  as  well  as  the 
better  fighter." 

I  sent  a  fine  lot  of  English  trout  eggs  to  America 
some  fifteen  or  more  years  ago,  and  the  late  Mr. 
Nelson  Cheney  told  me  that  they  had  proved  very 
successful.  Previously,  S.  fario  eggs  had  been  sent 
from  Germany.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Levison 
finds  that  our  trout  in  Pennsylvanian  waters  takes 
the  fly  more  freely  and  is  a  better  fighter  than  the 
American  brook  trout,  S.  fontinalis.  The  curious 
thing  is  that  S.  fontinalis  is  no  good  at  all  in  our 
streams.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  it 
does  in  streams  in  New  Zealand,  also  if  the  rainbow 
continues  to  be  a  success  in  streams  out  there. 


Mr.  G.  Mackay's  "Anti-Midge." 
Mr.  G.  Mackay,  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen, 
sends  me  as  a  reminder  a  bottle  of  his  very 
pleasant  and  useful  "Anti-Midge"  lotion.  I  find 
it  specially  useful  in  repelling  those  very  minute 
grey  and  black  midges  which  do  not  seem  to  mind 
tobacco  smoke,  and  whose  sting  is  very  annoying 
if  not  very  severe.  I  suppose  that  some  day  some- 
thing will  be  discovered  which  will  really  scare  off 
big  gnats  and  mosquitoes — those  fellows  who  put 
their  stings  right  through  a  thick  woollen  stocking. 
I  was  amused  at  being  asked  by  an  angler  recently 
if  I  knew  how  to  pay  out  a  mosquito.  "  Smash 
him,"  1  said.  "  No.  Let  him  settle  on  your  hand, 
with  the  fingers  open,  and  put  in  his  pumping 
lancet,  then  close  up  your  hand  tightly,  and  you 
have  got  him."  "Yes,"  I  said,  "but  he  has  also 
got  you  !  "  If  you  cut  off  his  sting,  and  let  him  fly 
away  and  die  a  long,  lingering  death,  it  is  not 
much  consolation  for  the  sting  in  your  hand,  for 
what  is  one  among  so  many  ?     R.  B.  Maeston. 


THE  PEINCE  AND  PKINCESS,  OF 
"WALES  IN  INDIA. 


The  recent  visit  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  to  India  has  aroused  such  widespread 
interest  that  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  closer 
acquaintance  with  the  many  picturesque  cere- 
monies in  which  the  Prince  and  Princess  took  part, 
the  places  they  visited,  and  the  Indian  peoples, 
will  be  sure  of  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  British 
public.  The  opportunity  is  afforded  by  an  ex- 
hibition of  a  striking  collection  of  Kodak  photo- 
graphs, illustrating  the  Royal  tour,  recently 
opened  at  the  Kodak  Gallery,  40,  Strand,  and  to 
which  their  Royal  Highnesses  paid  a  lengthy  visit 
recently.  These  pictures,  which  cover  a  very  wide 
field,  from  Bombay  to  Mandalay,  and  northward 
to  the  Khyber  Pass,  are  of  absorbing  interest, 
bringing  before  the  visitor  many  unfamiliar  sights, 
from  glimpses  of  the  native  rulers,  in  the  splendour 
of  Oriental  dress  and  ceremony,  to  pictures  of 
those  living  in  the  poorest  quarters  of  the  town. 
All  of  the  photographs  have  been  enlarged  upon 
Kodak  Bromide  Papers  from  the  original  negatives 
on  Kodak  N.C.  Film. 

How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Uunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— fVgAinj  Qaxettt, 
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OTANGO  "— EEMEDY 
INSECT  BITES. 


EOE 


An  angler  who  has  tried  "  0  tango  "  tells  me  that 
it  is  an  excellent  thing  to  prevent  the  bites  of 
midges,  gnats,  etc.,  and  also  to  allay  the  irritation 
when  you  have  been  bitten.  So  far  this  year  the 
cold  spring  weather  seems  to  have  been  disastrous 
to  flies  and  other  flying  pests,  and  I  have  not  had 
occasion  to  buy  "  Otango,"  which  is  the  property 
of  Messrs.  Francis,  Son,  and  Naylor,  of  38a,  South- 
wark -street.  They  had  it  thoroughly  tested  before 
potting  it  on  the  market,  and  claim  that  it  is  as 
useful  in  tropical  climates  as  it  is  in  this  country. 

R.  B.  M. 


A  EECOED 


BAG 
THE 


OF  EUDD 
ELY. 


WITH 


A  Day  or  two  back  Messrs.  M.  R.  L.  White  and 
R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe  achieved  what  is  probably  a 
record  catch  of  rudd.  The  fish  were  all  caught  on 
the  fly,  most  of  them,  indeed,  on  the  dry-fly,  the 
only  form  of  fishing  which  availed  to  reach  them 
on  the  weedy  shallows  where  they  abounded. 

The  total  was  140  rudd,  aggregate  weight  1701b., 
and  they  were  all  caught  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  three,  except  the  largest,  a  brace  weighing 
just  on  51b.,  which  with  a  few  others  fell  victims 
when  trout  fishing  was  the  objective.  Many  scores 
of  fish  were  lost  in  the  weeds,  and  there  were  not 
a  few  smashes  when  a  heavy  fish,  well  hooked  on 
the  very  light  tackle  necessary,  made  a  rush  into 


14b  Rudd,  Weight  170lb.,  Taken  this  Week  by  Messrs.  M 
L.  White  and  R.  C.  Haedy  Cobfe,  on  the  Ply,  in 
Six  Hours'  Fishing.    The  Two  Small,  Fish 
IN  Front  Weighed  202.  each. 


the  nearest  weed  bed,  and  stayed  there.  Had  it 
been  dead  calm,  the  aggregate  would  have  been 
very  much  larger  even  than  it  wa.s,  but  a  pro- 
voking east  wind  made  it  exceedingly  difiScult  to 
place  the  dry-fly  with  accuracy  in  the  lanes  between 
the  weeds  where  the  fish  were  present  in  simply 
amazing  numbers,  A  goodly  number  of  the  fish 
ranged  from  21b.  to  2 jib.,  and  as  they  were  all 
without  exception  in  the  pink  of  condition  they 
presented  a  very  pretty  effect  when  laid  out  for 
the  purposes  of  a  photograph. 

At  present  the  lake  from  which  these  fish  came 
is  undoubtedly  the  finest  rudd  fishing  to  the  fly 
it  is  possible  to  imagine.  Owing  to  the  presence 
of  a  large  head  of  trout  the  proprietor  permits  no 
rudd  when  taken  to  be  returned,  but  in  spite  of 
this  and  of  the  many  hundreds,  not  to  say  many 
thousands,  of  large  fish,  averaging  1  lb.  each,  that 
have  been  taken  by  Mr.  White  and  others  in  the 
last  six  years,  the  rudd  seem  to  be  more  plentiful 
and  of  larger  size  than  ever. 


'TWIXT  HUMBEE  AND  TWEED." 


The  North-Eastem  Railway  Company  have 
issued  a  Guide  for  Sea  and  River  Anglers. 
Without  a  doubt  it  is  a  "  Guide,  Philosopher,  and 
Friend."  Splendidly  illustrated  and  extremely 
well  printed,  it  gives  some  excellent  descriptions 
of  some  excellent  fishing  in  River  and  Sea. 

•"Twixt  Humber  and  Tweed"  is  described  as 
"  the  Angler's  Paradise,"  and  the  perusal  of  the 
seventy  pages  setting  forth  the  splendid  scenery,  the 


good  fishing  in  river  and  sea,  the  facilities  offered 
to  golfers,  tourists,  and  holiday  makers — with 
Ten-Day  tickets,  Cheap  Saturday  tickets,  Holi- 
day Contract  tickets.  Selected  Tour  tickets.  Circular 
Tour  tickets,  and  Thousand-Mile  tickets,  will  set 
one  longing  to  travel  by  the  N.B.R. 

The  "  Foreword:  for  Anglers  and  Non-anglers" 
must  be  read  to  be  appreciated.  "  By  briefly  in- 
dicating some  of  the  peculiar  charms  of  this 
district  it  is  hoped  that  many  readers  may  be 
induced  to  make  the  effort  to  become  personally 
acquainted  at  least  with  one  quarter  of  the  vast 
land  lying  'twixt  Humber  and  Tweed.'-'  There  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  many  anglers  and  non- 
anglers  will  embrace  the  opportunity. 

Graphic  descriptions  are  given  of  the  Yorkshire 
coast,  Ryedale,  Wensleydale  and  Swaledale,  Tees- 
dale,  WTiarfedale,  Nidderdale,  the  Durham  coast, 
Tynedale,  the  Northumberland  coast,  and  the 
Cheviots  and  the  Border. 

Then  follows  an  article  written  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  entitled,  "  Sea  Angling  'Twixt  Humber  and 
Tweed."  It  tells  the  sea  fisher  where  and  how  to 
fish,  and  deals  fully  with  the  important  subjects  of 
boats,  baits,  and  tackle. 

In  alphabetical  order  is  a  tabulated  summary 
of  information  concerning  Alnmouth,  Berwick, 
Bridlington,  Cullercoates,  Filey,  Newbiggin,  Red- 
car,  Robin  Hood's  Bay,  Saltburn,  Scarborough, 
Seahouses,  Saithes,  and  Whitby.  In  twenty  pages 
Mr.  Aflalo  has  condensed  useful  information,  which 
in  less  able  hands  would  occupy  a  hundred. 

"  'Twixt  Humber  and  Tweed  "  caters  also  for  the 
fresh-water  fisherman,  and  to  that  end  Mr.  Francis 
Max  Walbran  has  been  requisitioned.  **  Owing  to 
the  immense  number  of  rivers  and 
streams  m  the  district  ...  it  is 
impossible  to  give  lengthy  descrip- 
tions of  the  surrounding  country." 
Quite  so ;  the  North  of  England  has 
always  been  considered  a  paradise 
for  the  wandering  angler,  and  Mr. 
F.  M.  Walbran,  who  has  fished 
almost  every  well-known  river  in 
England,  has  given  a  list  of  angling 
stations,  the  rivers,  how  and  when 
to  fish,  hotels  and  accommodation, 
cost  of  tickets — daily,  weekly,  or 
season — best  flies  or  baits ;  in  fact, 
he  gives  a  list  of  one  hundred 
trout  flies  (hackled),  trout  flies 
(winged),  grayling  flies,  flies  for  the 
Cumberland  lakes,  and  salmon  flies 
for  Eden  and  Esk. 

"  'Twixt  Humber  and  Tweed," 
'twixt  Aflalo,  Walbran  and  the 
North-Eastern  Railway  Company, 
the  sea  and  fresh-water  fishing  in 
north-eastern  England  is  admirably 
set  forth  in  this  brochure,  the  price  of 
which  is  threepence,  and  may  be 
obtained  of  Walbran,  Limited,  38a, 
Wellington-street,  Leeds,  the  North-Eastern  Rail- 
way Tourist  OflBce,  87,  Gracechurch-street,  London, 
or  the  Chief  Passenger  Agent,  North-Eastern 
Railway,  York  ;  post  free  for  3Jd.  X. 


R. 


A  TEIP  UP  THE  THAMES. 


I  HAVE  just  experienced  a  most  delightful  trip 
up  the  Thames  as  far  as  Staines  and  back. 
Tuesday  was  a  delicious,  delightful  June  day, 
and  as  the  Duchess  of  Kent  slowly  and  elegantly 
glided  upstream  with  its  bevy  of  beauty  and  light 
hearts  on  board  it  made  one  feel  glad  to  be  alive. 

Old  Father  Thames  looked  its  best.  The  fresh- 
ness of  the  grass  on  the  banks  and  in  the  meadows, 
the  verdant  green  of  the  leaves  on  the  trees,  and 
the  sylvan  views  which  one  met  at  almost  every 
bend  in  the  river — all  basked  in  a  glorious  sun- 
shine— were  worth  going  a  long  way  to  see.  To 
the  angler  a  launch  trip  up  the  Thames  discloses 
a  general  bird's-eye  view  of  the  river  where  one 
could  fish  on  another  occasion.  Owing  to  the 
brilliant  sun  there  could  be  very  little  sport  ex- 
pected at  midday,  but  coming  back  from  Staines 
in  the  evening  many  anglers  were  noticed  dotted 
along  the  bank,  and  here  and  there  an  angler 
enjoying  an  evening's  sport  in  either  punt  or  boat. 

The  merry  company,  which  I  was  invited  to 
join,  had  assembled  on  the  launch  to  celebrate  the 
birthday  of  the  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  B.  Pope, 
of  Kingston-on-Thames.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
local  piscatorial  society,  and  an  ardent  angler.  I 
noticed  two  rods  stored  away  on  the  launch  in 


case  a  few  spare  moments  could  be  spared  to  try 
the  chub  with  a  tasty  shrimp.  One  or  two  other 
angling  friends  were  amongst  the  party,  including 
Mr.  Evans,  also  of  the  K.P.S.  Returning  from 
Staines  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  I  noticed  a  few 
bank  anglers  who  had  cycled  down  to  the  riverside 
to  "  try  their  luck,"  and  the  time  was  eminently 
suitable  for  it,  the  only  ripple  on  the  water  being 
caused  by  a  swan  and  six  cygnets.  It  was  an 
ideal  evening.  As  we  came  down  stream  I  saw 
an  angler  at  work  in  a  private  boat  just  above  the 
green  bungalow  on  the  left-hand  bank,  and  a 
fisherman  in  a  punt  was  roaching  at  the  end  of  the 
bushes  immediately  below. 

Nearing  Penton  Hook  Lock  there  are  two 
camping  grounds.  An  angler  was  fishing  from  the 
steps  of  one  of  the  bungalows — a  pleasant  way  of 
spending  the  evening.  I  made  inquiries  at  the  lock 
as  the  Duchess  passed  through,  and  heard  that 
some  good  chub  had  been  caught  in  the  back- 
water, which  is  an  ideal  chub  stretch  of  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  Below  the  lock  a  little 
roach  fishing  was  being  done  from  a  dinghy 
between  two  houseboats,  and  it  may  be  added 
that  the  majority  of  the  houseboats  are  very 
prettily  decorated  this  year.  There  are  good 
swims  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Laleham,  but  no 
one  was  fishing.  Below  the  ferry,  however,  three 
or  four  bank  anglers  were  ledgering  opposite  the 
second  lot  of  reeds  and  opposite  to  the  crane. 
They  were  nicely  sheltered  from  the  road  by  long 
reeds,  out  from  which  their  rods  peeped.  This  is  a 
good  wide  portion  of  the  river- 

From  just  above  the  danger  board  on  toChertsey 
Lock  there  were  several  more  bank  anglers,  and 
three  or  four  young  girl  enthusiasts  were  making 
an  essay  at  fish  catching.  In  the  comer  below  the 
weir  on  the  right  at  the  end  of  the  first  run  an 
angler  was  fishing  a  very  likely  piece  of  water  for 
roach,  perch,  barbel,  or  chub.  A  punt  was  stationed 
on  the  right  of  mid-stream  at  the  top  end  of  the 
bushes,  and  half-way  down  the  weir  stream  close 
in  to  the  bushes,  where  the  water  is  a  good  depth, 
an  angler  was  ledgering  from  a  punt,  presumably 
for  chub.  It  is  early  in  the  season  as  yet,  but 
the  best  sport  has  been  had  at  Ohertsey  in  the 
early  morning  or  late  in  the  evening  after  the  sun 
has  gone  off  the  water.  Many  boys  were  trying  to 
catch  something  below  Chertsey  Bridge.  They 
were  using  thick  lines  and  big  floats,  so  they  must 
have  been  expecting  something  large.  In  the 
sharp  bend,  opposite  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  and  about 
one  hundred  yards  above  the  Ryepeck  Culvert,  two 
anglers  were  ledgering  for  chub  or  barbel.  The 
cygnets  of  Chertsey  only  number  three  this  season. 
On  nearing  the  long  island  above  Shepperton 
Lock,  I  saw  that  no  one  was  fishing  the  excellent 
backwater,  but  at  the  tail  of  the  island  on  the 
channel  side  two  anglers  were  punt  fishing,  one 
with  the  float  and  another  with  the  ledger.  The  weir 
stream  has  been  well  fished  already,  but  nothing 
remarkable  has  been  taken.  Below  the  lock, 
friend  Dunton  waved  a  merry  greeting,  and  as  we 
passed  along  I  was  struck  with  the  number  of 
punts  and  boats  about — more  than  in  any  stretch 
we  had  passed.  There  were  no  punt  anglers  out. 
Half-way  between  Shepperton  and  Halliford  there 
was  this  novel  notice  on  the  left  bank : — 

"  Launches  Please  Slow. 
"New  Bank." 

All  the  bushes  had  apparently  been  cut  away,  and 
the  bank  had  been  staked  in  rustic  fashion.  A 
lady  angler  was  fishing  from  a  punt  under  the 
shade  of  the  trees  above  the  small  island,  and 
about  200  yards  below  the  waterworks  on  the  tow- 
path  side  there  were  numerous  bank  anglers  trying 
for  roach.  From  a  green  boat  below  Walton  Bridge 
an  angler  was  roaching  almost  in  mid-stream,  and 
opposite  "The  Anglers"  in  a  punt,  with  one  end 
moored  to  the  bank,  was  another  roach-fisher. 

Opposite  Sunbury  camping  ground  many  bank 
anglers  were  at  work  in  the  deep  water,  and  an 
angler  in  a  punt  was  trying  above  the  weir.  The 
weir  itself  was  alone  in  its  glory,  the  water  coming 
over  proving  that  the  stream  was  good  and  that 
there  is  not  a  bad  head  of  water. 

Then  the  gong  went  for  supper,  and  after  the 
toasts  had  been  drunk  in  champagne,  and  one  or 
two  had  left  the  launch  at  Hampton  Court,  the 
skipper  took  us  do^vn  the  rest  of  the  distance  to 
Mr.  Pope's  boathouse  at  Kingston,  where  farewell 
greetings  were  exchanged,  and  everyone  congratu- 
lating themselves  upon  a  happy  and  memorable 
day.  F.  H.  Amphleti, 


446 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  23,  1906 


THE  UPPER  INVER, 
SUTHERLAND. 


Cak  I  ever  forget  the  blue  mountains,  and  the 
home  in  the  glen,  and  my  first  salmon  on  the  River 
Inver — no,  never  ! 

Enthusiasm  is  considered  a  deplorable  want  of 
self-control,  but  when  I  think  of  those  wonderful 
hills,  their  peaks  wrapped  in  mist,"' and  their  feet 
washed  by  the  rippling  waves  of  Loch  Assynt,  then 
I  want  to  be  at  Inchnadamph  Hotel,  where  I  spent 
my  last  fishing  holiday. 

I  left  London  on  June  24,  at  8  p.m.,  and  arrived 
at  my  destination  the  following  evening  at  seven 
o'clock,  just  as  the  anglers  were  coming  in  after 
their  day's  sport  on  the  different  lochs,  streams, 
and  I'iver. 

A  brace  of  salmon  was  laid  out  in  the  front  hall, 
caught  by  Mr.  Edward  Webb,  on  the  Upper  Inver, 
while  the  numerous  baskets  of  trout  were  beautiful 
to  behold,  especially  those  from  Gillaroo  and  Loch 
Awe.  The  hubbub  and  bonne  camaraderie  were  very 
apparent,  and  I  knew  that  my  lines  had  fallen  in 
pleasant  places.  Mr.  Wallace,  our  host,  gave  me  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  I  soon  felt  quite  at  home. 

At  dinner  I  got  a  pleasant  surprise  in  meeting  an 
old  confrere,  Mr.  Brown,  who  kindly  gave  me  his 
beat  on  the  Lower  Inver  for  the  following  day. 

Next  morning  I  was  early  astir,  but  Mr.  Webb 
was  before  me,  and,  on  my  coming  downstairs,  he 
saluted  me  with  a  cheery  "  Good  morning ;  up 


gave  me  a  lecture  worthy  of  a  philosopher.  "  Now, 
sir,  you  must  be  more  careful,  and  let  your  fly  fall 
gently  on  the  water,  just  like  it  was  drowning,  and 
you  must  bo  patient."  Personally,  I  believe  that 
skill  in  fly-fishing  can  only  be  acquired  by  practice, 
and  no  directions  can  make  a  good  angler,  but  I 
must  not  despise  my  gillie's  advice,  for  to  his  able 
tuition  and  guidance,  thorough  knowledge  of  flies 
and  fishing,  I  owe  very  much.  But  to  revert  to  our 
subject. 

After  fishing  for  what  I  considered  a  long  time,  a 
fine  salmon  rose,  poised  gracefully  for  a  moment, 
and  then  made  a  dash  for  the  fly.  This  time  I  struck 
him  successfully.  "  Keep  up  the  top  of  your  rod, 
sir,"  called  Davie.  The  next  moment,  "  Give  him 
line,  sir  ;  give  him  line.  Now,  sir,  reel  up,  reel  up  ; 
he  is  coming  across  again."  But  he  only  went  to  the 
bottom  and  sulked.  At  this  period  a  peculiar  sen- 
sation passed  all  over  me,  and  my  knees  began  to 
tremble.  The  excitement  was  awful,  and  my  arms 
seemed  to  get  weaker  and  weaker.  Suddenly,  the 
salmon  rushed  across  the  pool.  "  Give  him  line, 
sir  ;  give  him  line,"  called  Davie.  Next  moment  the 
fish  came  right  across  to  my  feet.  This  manoeuvre 
was  utterly  unexpected  by  me.  "  Reel  up,  reel  up," 
cried  Davie,  in  desperation.  In  vain  I  reeled  up  with 
reckless  haste  ;  in  vain  I  held  the  rod  aloft ;  in  vain 
I  receded  up  the  bank,  the  line  would  slacken  ;  one 
vigorous  shake,  the  fly  was  in  the  air  ;  one  exultant 
bound,  and  my  gallant  fish  swam  away.  Ah  me  !  I 
will  not  linger  to  describe  my  feelings,  or  poor  old 
Davie's  terrible  disappointment.    Enough  to  say. 


conspirators.  Among  them  was  the  husband  of  the 
nurse.  The  young  chief -would  have' spared  his  life 
for  the  old  woman's  fsake,  but  her  loyalty  was 
stronger  than  her  love,'and  she  answered.  "  Let  the 
tail  go  with  the  hide,"  and  he  was  hangedVith  the 
others. 

.  They  must  have  been  a  race  of  strong  passions  in 
loveTand  hate.  Cruel  slaughter,  followed,  by  cruel 
retribution,  made  up  the  greater  part  of  the  history 
of  those  feudal  times.  The  Macleod  and  Mackenzie 
hatchet  was  buried  once  and  for  all  at;the  last  clan 
battle,  some  hundreds  of  years  ago,  but  tradition 
does  not  tell  the  exact  date.  The  two  clans,  so  long 
hostile,  soon  found  that  they  had  common  interests 
and  common  enemies.  With  their  combined  strength 
they  were  able  to  fight  the  neighbouring  raiders,  and 
were  accordingly  more  prosperous,  i 

We  were  home  at  eight  o'clock,  but  after  dinner 
I  took  refuge  in  Mr.  Wallace's  sanctum.  Being  still 
in  a  pessimistic  mood  I  shrank  from  the  companion- 
ship of  the  wiseacres  in  the  smoking-room.  Mr. 
Wallace,  who  is  a  keen  and  successful  sportsman, 
soon  cheered  me  with  his  racy  tales,  and  many  were 
the  happy  hours  we  spent  together  during  my  long 
visit.  "  Sorrow  abideth  not  with  youth,  and  joy 
as  of  old  cometh  in  the  morning."  Such  was  my 
experience. 

Next  day  Davie  and  I  walked  cheerfully  through 
the  hills  to  Gillaroo,  about  two  miles  from  Inch- 
nadamph. The  ascent  got  steeper  and  steeper, 
until  we  reached  the  caves  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Mhor, 
the  highest  mountain  in  Sutherland  (3273ft.).  A 


The  Tbaligael,  near  Hotel.  The  Tbaligael,  where  the  Underground  or  "  Lost  River  "  appears. 


betimes,  sir  !  "  We  had  breakfast  together  at  seven 
o'clock,  and  at  haK-past''were  ready^to  start  for  the 
Inver.  My  gillie,  David  Mackenzie,  had  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  rods,  flies,  brogues,  lunch,  etc., 
necessary  for  a  long  day's  fishing  in  order.  Mr. 
Wallace  arranged  that  our  waggonette  would  be 
ready  at  any  time,  so  that  we  were  able  to  drive 
away  before  the  bustle  of  the  eight  o'clock  breakfast 
began.  The  morning  was  cloudy,  with  a  west  wind 
blowing — a  perfect  day  for  the  Inver,  Davie 
remarked. 

We  arrived  at  our  fishing-ground  at  nine  o'clock, 
and  left  Mr.  Webb  at  his  favourite  pool — Loch-an- 
Eskie,  on  the  Upper  Inver,  with  his  gillie,  John 
Macleod.  We  drove  on  imtil  we  reached  the  Black 
Pool,  and  then  began  my  first  day's  salmon  fishing. 

Davie  put  on  his  favourite  fly,  the  Black  Doctor, 
and,  after  giving  me  a  few  directions,  handed  me  the 
rod.  I  fished  carefully  for  some  time,  when  suddenly 
a  silvery  fish  rose  to  the  fly,  but,  alas  1  I  struck  too 
quickly,  and  the  salmon  disappeared  back  to  the 
dark  depths  of  his  native  element  Davie  put  on  a 
grave  and  regretful  air,  muttering  something  in 
Gaelic,  which  it  was  as  well  I  could  not  understand. 

Presently  I  heard  him  say,  "  We'll  rest  a  while 
now,  sir,"  and  very  thankful  I  was  to  lay  down  my 
rod.  After  lunch  and  a  smoke,  we  walked  on  to  the 
Minister's  Pool,  a  truly  ideal  spot,  surroimded  by 
all  the  wild  and  romantic  beauties  of  Nature,  with 
all  their  accompaniments.  After  fishing  for  half-an- 
hour,  without  any  success,  Davie  changed  the  fly, 
&nd  while  putting  on  a  Thunder  and  Lightning 


we  retraced  our  footsteps  sadder,  if  not  wiser, 
men. 

It  was  now  evening,  and  we  had  arranged  to  meet 
Mr.  Webb'at  seven  o'clock  at  the  usual  rendezvous, 
where  our  waggonette  was  to  be  waiting.  Mr.  Webb 
had  had  a  good  day.  A  fine  fresh-run  salmon  caught 
on  Loch-an-Eskie,  a  grilse  off  Garvie,  and  some 
splendid  trout  caught  with  the  salmon  fly.  The 
colour  of  the  Inver  trout  is  a  beautiful  rich  gold  ; 
average  weight  from  1 11?.  to  31b.,  though  they  are 
got  up  to  5lb.  and  71b.  There  are  fine  stretches  of 
ripphng  shallows  between  the  pools,  and  some 
anglers  prefer  the  trout  fishing  on  the  Inver  to  any 
river  in  the  far  north.  Mr.  Webb  told  us  in  graphic 
words  all  about  his  day's  experience,  and  sym- 
pathised with  me  in  a  sportsmanhke  manner  on  my 
bad  luck.  Poor  Davie  could  not  be  consoled,  until 
we  heard  in  the  distance  the  skirl  of  the  bagpipes. 
The  wild,  sad  music  of  a  pibroch  broke  the  silence  of 
the  hills,  and  as  we  passed  the  shooting  lodge  the 
piper  played  "  Lord  Lovat's  Lament."  The  melan- 
choly strains  in  the  minor  key  seemed  in  perfect 
unison  with  my  own  mood. 

Davie  beguiled  the  next  half-hour" with  stories  of 
the  old  clan  days.  The  following  is  one  of  them  : — 
There  was  a  feud  between  the  Macleods  and  the 
Mackenzies,  and  the  Macleods  tried  to  capture  the 
young  heir  of  the  Mackenzies,  but  the  boy  was 
rescued  and  carried  away  by  his  nurse.  Years  after, 
when  the  boy  became  a  man,  he  returned  to  revenge 
himself  on  those  who  tried  to  betray  him.  His 
followers  were  successful  in  capturing  the  guilty 


mystic  charm  surroimded  those  wonderful  hollows 
in  the  mountain  side.  One  was  about  16ft.  long  and 
10ft.  high.  There  the  Royalist  leader.  Marquis  of 
Montrose,  took  refuge  with  a  few  of  his  followers 
after  his  last  battle  at  Invercarron  in  1650.  That 
glen  is  rich  in  associations  of  the  past,  and  I  would 
fain  have  lingered  to  explore  those  spacious  caverns, 
but  Davie  was  inexorable,  and  without  making  any 
detour  we  reached  Gillaroo. 

We  had  a  most  enjoyable  day.  The  fish  were  in  a 
rising  mood,  and  before  lunch  we  had  some  beauties 
from  1  lb.  to  31b.  They  are  beautifully  formed,  and 
give  excellent  sport,  fighting  gamely,  as  mountain 
trout  generally  do.  They  are  pink-fleshed  like 
salmon,  and  are  the  only  trout  in  Scotland  known 
to  have  a  gizzard.  I  had  one  dissected,  and  found 
the  gizzard  full  of  shrimps  peculiar  to  Gillaroo  loch. 

In  the  evening  we  walked  home  by  the  stream 
known  as  "  The  Lost  River,"  which  disappears  near 
one  of  the  caves,  rising  again  about  a  mile  below, 
where  it  joins  the  Traligael.  Some  maintain  that 
there  are  blind  trout  in  this  underground  river,  but 
I  cabinet  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  story,  as  I 
myself  did  not  see  any,  but  it  is  quite  probable.  It 
is  a  strange  fact  that  visitors  to  the  fish-markets  of 
Nazareth  are  frequently  struck  by  the  number  of 
fish  minus  their  eyes.  This  is  the  work  of  the  pelican 
or  water-fowl,  and  though  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
eyes  must  have  been  gouged  out  when  the  fish  were 
young,  the  loss  of  their  eyesight  appears  to  be  no 
hindrance  to  an  otherwise  prosperous  condition. 

Next  day  was  too  stormy  for  any  of  the  anglera 
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to  go  out.  We  had  a  sharp  thunderstorm  about 
nine  o'clock,  and  it  was  grand  to  watch  from  the 
smoking-room  -window  the  play  of  sheet  lightning 
among  the  hills.  The  heavens  opened  and  vistas  of 
golden  light  were  visible  for  an  instant,  only  to 
vanish  as  they  came.  At  half-past  nine  the  rain 
came  down  in  a  perfect  deluge,  and  we  wondered 
how  long  we  were  to  be  kept  prisoners.  However, 
at  Ixmch  we  were  all  cheered  by  a  blink  of  sunshine. 
Quite  a  new  animation  passed  round.  There  was  a 
rush  for  brogues  and  rods.  The  gilhes  were  all 
bustUng  here  and  there,  glad  to  get  out,  but  Davie 
advised  me  to  stay  at  home  as  the  fish  would  be 
glutted  with  dead  worms  and  other  debris  brought 
down  by  the  sudden  spate,  and,  sure  enough,  those 
who  went  out  came  in  blank,  except  Mr.  Brown, 
who  caught  three  trout — 21b.,  31b.,  and  3|lb.  weight 
— at  the  head  of  Loch  Assynt,  just  at  the  mouth  of 
the  River  Loanan. 

As  the  beats  on  the  River  Inver  are  chosen  in 
rotation,  we  had  to  wait  for  three  days,  but  in  the 
meantime  had  some  very  good  sport  on  Loch  Awe, 
Ganavich,  and  Letteressa.  At  last  the  happy  day 
arrived,  and  I  chose  the  Lower  Inver,  being  anxious 
to  revisit  the  Black  Pool.  The  morning  was  perfect 
as  we  drove  away  at  seven  o'clock,  and  on  arriving 
at  the  river,  Davie  said,  "  Ah,  but  it's  grand ;  we 
must  get  something." 


Soon  the  rod  was  out,  and  after  Davie  put  on  a 
Blue  Doctor,  I  began  fishing  with  many  misgivings, 
remembering  my  last  experience.  There  was  a  nice 
ripple  on  the  pool,  and  the  west  wind  was  in  our 
favour.  I  cast  my  line  for  some  time  without  seeing 
a  fish,  but  just  as  I  wa»s  turning  round  to  speak  to 
Davie,  a  salmon  rose  greedily  to  the  fly.  I  struck 
quickly,  and  whenever  he  felt  the  sting  of  the  hook 
he  dashed  with  lightning  speed  down  stream  for 
forty  or  fifty  yards  ;  back  he  rushed,  leaped  about 
3ft.  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  I  thought 
he  was  gone.  This,  however,  was  not  to  be  ;  expe- 
rience had  made  me  cautious.  I  kept  on  a  slow, 
steady  pull,  yielding  when  necessary,  and,  after  an 
hour's  gallant  fight,  my  salmon  gave  in — and  the 
tug-of-war  was  ended.  Beaten,  exhausted,  he 
turned  slowly  on  to  his  side,  helplessly  resisting,  as  I 
reeled  him  in  to  the  bank,  where  Davie  was  ready 
with  the  gafF.  The  next  moment  my  first  salmon 
lay  at  my  feet  He  was  a  fine  fresh  -  run  fish 
181b.  weight,  with  the  sea-lice  still  under  his  gills. 
I  was  so  elated  that  the  usual  "  Deoch  Slainte" 
(good  health  in  whisky)  was  forgotten,  until 
Davie  remarked,  aoUo  voce,  "  I  wonder  where  the 
flask  is  ?  " 

Needless  to  say,  it  was  soon  found,  and  with  a 
mixture  of  the  clear  water,  filtered  by  the  rock 
above,  Davie  drank  to  my  health  in  Highland  style. 


We  fished  the  Deer  Pool,  the  Island  Pool, 
Minister's  Pool,  etc.,  but  without  further  sport. 
Our  drive  home  in  the  evening,  with  the  rays  of  the 
setting  sun  on  the  distant  mountains,  was  very 
different  to  our  last  return. 

Mr.  Brown  met  us  at  the  hotel  door,  and  knew  at 
once  we  were  successful.  "  Hurrah,  hurrah  !  A  fish 
at  last !  "  he  exclaimed.  Mr.  Wallace  got  out  his 
weights,  and  our  salmon  scaled  exactly  181b. — just 
what  my  pocket- balance  weighed.  Mr.  Brown,  who 
is  an  old  habitue  of  the  river,  said  he  was  a  real  Inver 
salmon,  probably  about  four  years.  I  still  remember 
that  happy  day.  What  with  the  pleasure  of  my  day's 
sport,  the  pipe  of  peace  after  dinner,  the  stories  told, 
especially  those  from  our  Anglo-Indian,  who  was  a 
capital  and  interesting  raconteur,  the  time  flew 
swiftly  by. 

The  fishing  ended  on  Oct.  15,  but  I  stayed  for 
some  time  longer,  studying  the  habits  of  the  salmon 
during  the  spawning  season.  The  fish  come  up 
en  masse  from  Loch  Assjnat  to 'the  spawning-ground 
in  the  River  Loanan,  which  has  splendid  gravelly 
pools.  The  female  fish  seemed  to  wander  as  far  up 
the  river  as  possible,  evidently  thinking  there  was 
more  safety  for  her  eggs  in  the  higher  reaches. 
Having  at  last  arrived  at  the  favourite  shallow,  she 
and  the  kipper  begin  to  make  a  groove  or  furrow 
in  the  gravel,  working  with  their  fins  and  sides. 


When  the  eggs  were  deposited,  they  proceeded  to 
cover  them  over  with  the  gravel  to  the  depth  of  2in. 
or  3in.  After  this,  they  Ijegin  their  descent  to  the 
sea,  tail  first,  as  is  their  usual  mode  of  travelling — if 
I  may  use  an  Irishism. 

Some,  however,  maintain  that  just  after  leaving 
the  redds  they  rest  in  some  quiet  pool,  until  they 
have  regained  their  strength.  Some  stay  longer  than 
others,  when  they  are  known  as  kelts.  Everyone 
has  heard  of  a  well-mended  kelt — bright  and  silvery- 
looking — almost  like  a  clean-run  salmon,  but  they 
can  always  be  recognised  by  a  white  maggot,  firmly 
adhering  to  the  gill-covers. 

The  ova  of  the  salmon  is  generally  hatched 
in  March  or  April.  Of  course,  a  mild  or  severe  winter 
hastens  or  retards  the  development  of  the  roe.  It  was 
most  wonderful  to  watch  the  little  creatures  break 
their  shell.  At  first  they  seem  to  be  a  mere  line, 
and  present  a  most  grotesque  appearance.  The  head 
and  eyes  unnaturally  large,  while  along  the  belly 
is  a  bag  containing  a  yolk,  which  nourishes  the  tiny 
fish  for  the  first  six  or  seven  weeks,  during  the 
embryo  stage,  after  which  the  fins  get  separated, 
and  they  are  able  to  swim  about,  they  then  become 
parr.  At  this  age  they  feed  on  insects  and  larvae, 
and  soon  grow  into  smolts.  There  is  a  general 
exodus  of  the  smolts  to  the  sea,  when  they  are  about 
a  year  and  two  months  old.  What  they  feed  on  in 


the  soa  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  as  naturalists 
cannot  agree. 

There  is  abundance  at  any  rate,  as  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  a  2oz.  smolt  will  gain  from  31b.  to 
51b.  during  seven  or  eight  weeks  in  the  sea.  They 
generally  return  to  the  same  river  and  mountain 
streams — their  old  nurseries — in  which  they  have 
been  roared,  and  stock  those  streams  with  fine  fish. 
It  is  supposed  that  grilse  of  one  year  return  as 
salmon  the  next  to  their  wonted  haunts.  Thanks 
to  the  research  of  scientists  and  naturalists,  wo  know 
approximately  what  kind  of  fish  to  expect  in  all  the 
large  rivers  at  home  and  abroad,  but  I  must  not 
wander  further  into  this  subject. 

The  River  of  Time  flows  on  ;  the  old  order 
changeth,  and  the  march  of  improvement  has 
reached  remote  Sutherland.  Motor-cars  are  to  run 
this  year,  instead  of  the  ancient  mail-coach.  But 
there  will  be  no  fuss  or  undue  hurry  at  Inchna- 
damph.  The  same  anglers  will  always  arrive  in 
due  season  to  fish  their  favourite  lochs  and  streams, 
and  the  River  Inver — that  river  of  many  memories  ! 

John  Davidson. 


FISHING—"  COAESE  "  AND 
"FINE." 


It  is  unfortunate  that  there  seems  to  be  no  other 
convenient  name  by  which  to  indicate  the  sort  of 
fishing  practised  by  most  anglers.  Many  of  the 
methods  for  taking  so-called  "  coarse  fish "  are 
very  far  from  being  coarse.  The  fly  is  much  used, 
for  instance,  in  the  capture  of  the  lively  dace ;  and 
I  can  vouch  for  the  fact  that  these  fish  are  often 
far  more  diflScult  to  hook  than  trout  of  similar  size. 

Then  turn  to  tight  line  reaching,  with  a  long 
white  cane  rod.    Is  it  not  delicate  work  ? 

No  less  an  authority  than  Francis  Francis  has 
recorded  his  opinion  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  kill 
a  large  roach  on  single  hair  than  to  land  a  salmon 
on  ordinary  tackle. 

The  only  method  which  seems  to  me  to  require 
greater  skill  (in  landing  fish)  is  fly-fishing  for 
large  trout,  such  as  those  of  the  Test,  with  fine 
drawn  gut. 

Of  course,  the  power  of  casting  a  fly  in  a  manner 
which  gives  one  a  chance  of  hooking  such  a  fish  is 
possessed  by  very  few,  and  takes  years  to  acquire. 
Perhaps  nearly  as  much  may  be  said  as  to  the 
difficulty  in  becoming  a  first-rate  hand  at  hooking 
big  roach. 

Let  the  expert  dry-fly  man  then  moderate  the 
height  of  that  pedestal  on  which  he  naturally 
stands  when  contemplating  the  ordinary  "con- 
templative man"  and  his  recreation. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  dry-fly  fishing  is  the 
highest  point  attainable ;  yet  there  are  many  leaser 
peaks  not  far  below  it. 

As  an  old  all-roimd  angler  of  about  sixty  years' 
experience,  I  have  had  nearly  as  much  enjoy- 
ment vrith  the  humble  roach  and  the  gamesome 
dace  and  the  blundering  chub  as  with  the  beautiful 
trout  or  the  delicate,  shadowy  grayling. 

It  seems  to  me  that  to  keep  entirely  to  fly 
fishing  for  trout,  and  especially  to  the  dry-fly  only, 
is  to  be  only  partly  an  angler,  and  to  lose  quite  a 
third  of  the  enjoyment  this  delightful  sport  is 
capable  of  affording. 

Some  of  the  very  best  fly-flshers  I  am  acquainted 
with  £u:e  equally  skilled  in  other  methods,  and  are 
also  quite  willing  to  use  the  fly  to  lure  the  chub  or 
the  grayling  when,  as  often  happens,  trout  are 
scarce  or  unobtainable. 

If  trout  fly-fishers  will  give  a  little  attention  to 
the  coarse  fish  sometimes,  and  the  coarse  fishers 
try  to  learn  the  use  of  the  fly  (beginning  among 
coarse  fish  if  that  suits  them  best),  the  result  will 
be  that  the  great  brotherhood  of  anglers  will  be 
drawn  still  more  closely  together,  to  the  ultimate 
benefit  of  all.  J.  Paul  Taylor. 


It  is  a  good  thing  that  "  The  Ring  of  Polycrates  " 
was  written  some  time  before  a  recent  incident  at 
G6rardmer — otherwise  the  great  German  poet,  to 
say  nothing  of  his  original  authority,  might  have 
been  accused  of  plagiarism.  A  fisherman  of  tliat 
French  town  caught  in  the  neighbouring  lake  a  pike 
weighing  some  301b.  He  sold  it  to  the  proprietor 
of  a  local  hotel  for  10  francs.  \\Tien  the  fish  came 
to  be  cut  up  a  purse  containing  £8  was  found  inside 
it.  As  subsequentlj'-  appeared,  the  treasurer  of  a 
local  musical  society  had  a  few  days  pre-sdously  been 
sailing  on  the  lake,  and  had  in  some  way  lost  the 
purse  —  thus  strangely  recovered  —  overboard. 
Having  advertised  his  loss,  the  purse  was  returned 
to  him. 
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"SPLIT-CANE   V.  GEEENHEAET." 

"  Fleub-de-Lys,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  16,  brings  forward  my  name  and  my  book 
somewhat  prominently  in  connection  with  my 
mention  of  rods  in  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing." 

As  he  has  spoken  kindly  of  me,  I  am  loth  to 
speak  at  all,  but  I  must. 

In  the  first  place,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
should  have  preferred  that  he  had  headed  his 
article  "  Split-Cane  v.  Wooden  Rods,"  since  it 
happens  that,  after  many  years'  practical  experience 
with  greenheart,  I  discarded  it  for  the  butt  and 
middle  joint  of  my  own  fly  rod.  The  "Tod  "  fly 
rod,  as  made  by  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Sons,  of 
Kelso  and  London  (see  page  146  of  my  work),  is 
made  thus:  "The  butt  and  middle  joint  are  of 
hickory,  and  the  top  of  greenheart." 

The  reasons  for  this  change  from  "all  green- 
heart" are:  (1)  That  greenheart  rods,  particularly 
those  with  attenuated  butts,  are  too  steel-like  in 
action,  especially  when  one  is  using  gossamer  gut. 
(2)  Every  plunge  and  kick  of  a  trout  is  felt  only  too 
distinctly,  "  do-vvn  to  the  hand,"  and  many  a  good 
trout  is  simply  jerked  o£E  the  fly,  as  he  jiggers 
about  on  the  surface,  and  wprse  still,  many  a 
needless  smash  of  the  fine  tackle  is  the  result.  So 
far  as  this  feature  is  concerned,  I  give  the  palm  to 
split-cane  over  greenheart  rods,  as  being  more 
delicate  in  action. 

I  am  writing  this  with  the  very  greatest  care 
and  deliberation,  as  I  desire  that,  so  far  as  I  can, 
I  shall  state  my  own  views  with  every  desire  to  be 
accurate. 

Many  years  ago  I  purchased  a  14ft.  rod  from 
Farlow — an  excellent  rod  which  could  throw  a  fly 
"  from  Jericho  to  June "  if  need  be.  I  used  it 
when  loch  fishing  in  Sutherlandshire,  chiefly.  Then, 
whole  gut  and  good  sized  flies  were  in  general  use, 
yet  I  began  to  upbraid  it  for  the  loss  of  even  ordinary 
sized  trout.  It  was  "all  greenheart" — and  if  a 
half-pound  trout  resented  being  brought  to  the  net 
rather  quicker  than  he  appreciated,  and  made  a  few 
short  plunges  half  in  and  half  out  of  water,  not 
unfrequently  the  powerful  greenheart  rod  jerked  the 
hook  free. 

I  had  a  10ft.  6in.  rod  built  by  Hardy,  of  the  type 
I  mentioned,  with  attenuated  butt,  and  I  was  using 
this  rod  on  the  Teviot  one  day,  when  old  Will  Tait, 
who  stood  behind  me,  and  saw  me  lose  several  trout 
in  this  way,  quietly  remarked,  "They  are  o^vre 
'steely,'  they  greenheart  rods"!  a  remark  which 
exactly  expressed  the  feeling  of  many  years,  in 
simple  but  pithy  words. 

May  I  enlarge  on  this  subject  ? 

We  all  know  that  quickness  of  recovery — from 
curve  to  straight — is  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
seasoned  greenheart. 

This  admitted;  let  me  draw  a  sketch  of  a  10ft., 
or  better  still,  of  an  lift.  6in.  rod. 

The  butt  is  sufficiently  thick  for  the  grip,  but 
there  is  no  "  tapering  off  "  of  the  butt,  whatever ;  for 
the  attenuation  is  so  abrupt,  that  it  seems  as  if  the 
middle  joint  began  abruptly  to  make  its  form  and 
substance  known,  in  front  of  the  grip  itself,  the 
wooden  grip  being  glued  around  the  thin  butt  in 
fact.  That  kind  of  rod  is  made  purposely  to  bring 
the  spring  down  to  the  very  hand,  I  presume  to 
enable  it  to  cast  a  heavier  and — a  longer  line — and 
the  top  piece  does  not  taper  off  so  much  as  in  the 
type  of  rod  used  by  myself. 

What  is  the  result  in  actual  use  (especially  while 
using  the  finest  gut  and  smallest  flies)  1  A  trout 
breaks  the  surface  as  he  is  being  reeled  in,  and 
makes  a  series  of  short  jumps  towards  the  angler. 
Each  time  he  does  so,  what  takes  place?  The 
powerful  greenheart  recovers  itself  vigorously,  but 
with  such  a  want  of  softness  and  delicacy  that  a 
casualty  is  covrted.  Every  harsh  jerk  is  borne,  not 
by  the  delicate  "  top,"  but  where  it  is  /e«— that  is, 
close  to  the  hand  of  the  angler  himself. 

I  do  not  wish  to  dogmatise  at  all.  I  am  only 
giving  my  own,  but  very  sincere,  views,  and  I 
leave  others  to  think  them  over.  I  am  as  con- 
vinced as  I  am  of  my  own  existence  that  a  green- 
heart fly  rod  (all  greenheart)  is  not  the  best  to  use 
where  fine  tackle  is  necessary,  and  I  maintain  that 
by  attenuating  the  butt  you  only  increase  the 
"steely"  action  of  the  greenheart  itself,  and  I 
stand  by  this  statement.  A  very  simple  experiment 
could  be  made  thus:  Take  several  fly  rods  of 
various  types,  but  all  of  one  length,  and  set  them 
up  vertically,  attaching  to  the  top  ring  of  each  a 
certain  quantity  of  reel  line,  and^finishing  off  with 
a  gossamer  gut  casting  line.    Fix  the  fly  i  on  the 


end,  and  bring  the  rods  each  in  turn  to  bear  a 
certain  strain,  and  then  "let  go"  suddenly  whilst 
the  fly  is  a  fixed  point,  and  I  shall  be  surprised, 
indeed,  if  the  greenheart  with  the  attenuated  butt 
does  not  cause  most  breakages.  Again  I  say, 
where  delicacy  is  less  required  than  power  and  quick 
recovery,  I  believe  that  there  is  no  salmon  rod  so 
good,  all  round,  as  a  greenheart  rod. 

But,  as  a  fly- rod  for  trout,  I  consider  that  green- 
heart has  had  its  day — that  is,  the  day  of  whole 
gut  and  of  fairly  large  flies.  And  if  anyone  will 
come  forward  and  offer  a  better  substitute  than 
hickory  for  butt  and  middle  joint,  I  shall  be  only 
too  glad  to  know  of  it.  "  Fleur-de-Lys  "  seems  to 
think  that  I  despise  cane  rotls — because  (in  my 
book)  "cane-built  rods  are  dismissed  in  a  very 
few  words,  and  the  author "  (he  remarks)  "  goes 
on  to  say,  'Rods  of  well -seasoned  and  suitable 
wood  have  served  me  well,  and  I  require  none 
other.'  " 

But  I  really  must  protest  that  I  had  no  wish 
to  damn  cane-built  rods.  I  merely  gave  it  as  my  own 
personal  feeling — that  good  wooden  rods  had  served 
me  well — as  a  trout  fly-fisherman — and  with  such 
weapons,  I  have  held  my  own.  Let  me  say  that  I 
have  handled  some  beautiful  split-cane  rods,  and 
notably  those  made  by  Hardy  Brothers,  and  I 
should  regret  exceedingly,  that  it  should  go  forth 
to  the  world  that  I  have  such  an  old-fashioned 
regard  for  the  dear  old  wooden  rod,  that  I  have 
nothing  to  say  in  favour  of  split-cane  rods. 

For  this  is  far  from  the  case. 

Whether  I  wish  it  or  not — split-cane  rods  have 
come  to  stay — and  if  they  are  of  the  best  quality, 
they  are  fine  weapons. 

Further,  however,  candour  will  not  allow  me 
to  go. 

For  salmon  fishing  I  again  say  that  a  good 
greenheart  rod  is  equal  to  any  spUt-cane  rod  ever 
built,  and  costs  far  less. 

I  also  wish  to  say  that  it  is  a  delusion  to  think 
that,  because  a  rod  is  made  of  built-cane,  that  it 
is  necessarily  light.  The  reverse  is  often  the  case 
(not  always).  That  built-cane  rods  for  ordinary 
,  use  in  fly-fishing  are  better  than  rods  made  of  wood 
by  such  good  makers  as  Forrest,  I  myself  am  unable 
to  believe,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  /  dont  ! 

Then,  wooden  rods  are  far  more  easily  repaired 
when  broken,  if  the  fisherman  is  far  from  his  rod 
mender.  They  require  half  the  care,  and  they 
last  longer,  as  a  rule,  than  glued-up  cane-built  rods, 
and  they  are  so  much  cheaper  that  one  could 
purchase  two  wooden  rods  for  one  of  split-cane. 

And  of  all  things  "  which  is  pizen,"  and  like 
"pizen"  to  be  avoided,  is  a  "cheap  and  nasty" 
cane-built  rod.  Have  nothing  to  do  with  them, 
my  young  friend,  who  art  about  to  set  thyself  up 
as  a  fly-fisherman !  Purchase  the  best  or  none — 
for  a  cheap  and  good  built-cane  rod  is  a  rara  avis. 

"  Fleur-de-Lys  "  speaks  of  built-cane  rods  being 
able  to  cast  a  fly  into  the  teeth  of  the  wind,  in  a 
manner  not  possible  with  a  wooden  rod.  I  should 
be  sorry  not  to  take  his  word  for  it — but  this  I  can 
say — I  have  fished  in  the  company  of  all  kinds  of 
fly-fishers,  and  when  it  came  to  casting  a  fly  in 
the  very  teeth  of  a  stiff  breeze,  I  with  my  wooden 
rod  could  generally  do  it'  easily  ;  in  fact,  there  was 
nothing  I  hated  so  much  as  a  wind  directly  behind 
me,  except  it  was  the  addition  of  the  sun  on  my 
back! 

I  am  not  one  of  the  fly-fishers  who  prefer  a  heavy 
reel  line  for  this  purpose,  trusting  instead  to  wrist 
and  forearm,  and  to  the  happy  knack,  which  some 
men  never  seem  to  acquire,  and  which  it  is  not 
possible  to  describe  in  words. 

"Fleur-de-Lys  "  has  earned  my  warm  thanks  by 
his  kindly  remarks ;  and  I  trust  that  what  I  have 
now  written  may  be  perused  by  him,  and  in  an 
equally  kindly  spirit.  E.  M.  Tod. 


A  FISH  FABLE. 


A  FOX  was  strolling  along  the  banks  of  a  river, 
and  noticed  shoals  of  fishes  rushing  to  and  fro  in 
great  trepidation.  "  Wliy  this  hurrying  ?  "  said 
lie.  The  fishes  replied,  "  We  are  seeking  a  place 
of  safety  from  the  fishermen's  nets." 

"  The  simplest  matter  in  the  world,"  retorted 
Reynard.  "  Come  up  here,  and  accept  my  pro- 
tection, as  your  ancestors  did  in  my  father's  time." 

Then  the  fishes  made  answer,  "  Hitherto,  we 
always  credited  you  with  a  goodlj'  measure  of 
common-sense.  You  are  a  fool.  For  if  in  our 
natural  element  we  cannot  find  a  moment's  peace, 
what  chance  of  salvation  should  we  got  on  land  ?  " 
— M.  K.J^R.  Bbesiab,  Notee  andjQueriea. 


KALAMAZOO  WOELD'S  BAIT  AND 
FLY  CASTING  TOUENAMENT. 


"Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  June  6,  1906. 

"  Deab  Sir, — We  are  forwarding  you  article  on 
the  forthcoming  Tournament  of  Bait  and  Fly 
Casting  to  be  held  at  Kalamazoo  on  August  3  and  4. 
Will  vou  kindly  publish  this  in  your  magazine  if 
you  think  it  worthwhile  ?  If  you  feel  so  disposed, 
I,  as  well  as  the  members  of  our  club,  will  greatly 
appreciate  it.  Thanking  you  in  advance,  I  am, 
sincerely  yours,       "  B.  L.  Shutts,  President." 

[I  have  pleasure  in  pubUehing  the  particulars 
sent  as  follows. — Ed.] 

"  Every  wielder  of  the  casting  and  fly  rod  will 
be  looking  with  pleasure  to  the  forthcoming 
tournament,  to  be  held  on  Aug.  3  and  4,  at 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  U.S.A.,  where  every  follower 
of  Izaak  Walton  can  try  his  skill  for  distance, 
delicacy,  and  acciu-acy,  in  bait  as  well  as  fly 
casting — for  the  championship  of  the  world. 

"  The  Kalamazoo  Bait  and  Fly  Casting  Club  are 
doing  themselves  proud  for  the  energy  they  are 
putting  forth  for  this  coming  sportsman  contest. 
Eight  events  are  booked  at  the  present  time — such 
as  long  distance  fly,  distance  and  accuracy  fly, 
delicacy  and  accuracy  fly,  together  with  a  special 
feature  commonly  called  '  salmon  event,'  where  rods 
from  16ft.  to  18ft.  are  used,  weighing  from  35oz.  to 
42oz.,  using  both  hands  to  throw  the  line. 

"  It  is  hoped  that  such  men  as  John  Enright,  of 
Castleconnell,  Ireland,  with  R.  0.  Leonard,  E.  J. 
Mills,  F.  N.  Peet,  A.  0.  Smith,  H.  G.  Hascall, 
and  John  Waddell,  will  enter  this  event,  and 
the  many  other  wielders  of  the  fly  rod  which  are 
legion.  This  event  will  be  followed  by  the  long 
distance  bait  casting,  ^oz.,  which  the  record  of 
to-day  is  198ft.  5in.  for  the  longest  single  throw, 
the  average  for  five  throws  being  183*§ft. ;  also 
distance  and  accuracy,  ^oz.,  together  with  the 
delicacy  and  accuracy,  Joz. 

"The  size  of  rods  and  lines  used  in  the  bait 
casting  events  are  not  limited.  The  reels  are  to  be 
free  running,  without  click  or  drag. 

"  A  juvenile  event  is  also  to  be  a  side  issue  to 
this  tournament,  providing  there  are  entries  enough 
to  make  it  worth  while. 

"  Every  caster  of  any  ability  at  all  can  be  assured 
of  a  prize  if  he  enters  this  contest,  for  the  Kalamazoo 
Club  have  six  sterling  silver  loving  cups,  one  diamond 
medal  and  two  silver  medals,  all  for  championship 
prizes  for  different  events;  one  sweepstake  prize, 
together  with  $700  worth  of  commercial  prizes. 
This  is  the  largest  purse  ever  put  up  for  a  similar 
tournament. 

"Knowing  the  interest  that  is  being  manifested, 
the  Kalamazoo  Bait  and  Fly  Casting  Glub  hope 
to  be  able  to  grasp  the  hand  of  many  sportsmen 
on  Aug.  3  and  4.  No  better  place  on  earth  than 
Kalamazoo  could  be  chosen  to  hold  such  an  event, 
situated  as  it  is  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
Kalamazoo  river,  and  surrounded  by  no  less  than 
fifty  lakes  and  numerous  trout  streams,  where  every 
angler  may  try  his  skill. 

"The  sportsmen  of  Kalamazoo  wish  to  enter- 
tain you,  and  you  must  come.  Great  preparations 
are  being  put  forth  to  run  off  all  the  events  in  the 
two  days  allotted,  and  in  order  to  do  this,  will  you 
kindly  notify  the  Tournament  Committee  as  soon 
as  possible  of  the  events  that  you  intend  to  enter. 

"  If  the  secretaries  of  the  different  clubs  through- 
out the  country  will  send  a  list  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  their  members,  or  the  number  of 
members  they  have,  we  will  either  forward  souvenir 
programmes  to  the  secretaries  or  to  the  individuals 
if  their  address  is  given,  together  with  entry  blanks 
and  other  information. 

"  Get  out  your  tackle  and  limber  up. 

"  For  further  information  on  tournament  or  rules, 
write  the  secretary  of  the  tournament  committee. 

"The  following  compose  the  tournament  com- 
mittee of  the  Kalamazoo  Bait  and  Fly  Casting 
Club>  who  earnestly  extend  their  right  hand  of 
fellowship  to  all  of  the  sportsmen  throughout  the 
world : — B.  L.  Shutts,  pres. ;  Dr.  N.  B.  Hall,  vice- 
pres. ;  T.  L.  Fenker,  rec.  sec. ;  E.  R.  Owens,  capt.  ; 
W.  E.  Kidder." 


An  enthusiastic  admirer  of  Shakespeare,  who 
claimed  that  no  other  poet  had  ever  been  able  to 
equal  him,  after  exhausting  praise,  exclaimed,  "  I 
tell  you  that  Shakespeare  climbed  Parnassus  to  a 
height  never  before  reached,  and  then  pulled  the 
ladder  i*p  after  him  I" 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


"  The  coat  you  made  for 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  loas  out  for  hours, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  'dry  as  a 
loney — J.  W.,  Southsea. 


.BURBERRY  WADIMG  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

3.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 
An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 
Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 
Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


INVALUABLE  TO  THE  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLANTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 
AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Kacing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBEIiRY  SUIT. 


ilfote.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


BURBERRYaSLIP-ON. 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N,B., 

HajinfaGtiirer  of  evei?  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  snitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  aapeiloi  to  Byllt  Ouiii 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft,  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oss.  to  19  oss, ;  very  fo^o'loli 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  mach  better  than  Split  Oana. 

Reels  and  Llaes  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tronti 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  osed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  homa  anfl  abfoni, 

Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malioch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

A3  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Balmon, 

SO  and  iO  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  ULnes  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Oolonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTellooi,  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast. 

Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  F.  B.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  ahout  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  3.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casta  beantUally.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  liL,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  nsed 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes ;  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
bad  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  tlie  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  fSS  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,    „   Putney.  a,i,i)''5  ,,    „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith,  ■^""jso  „  „  Twickenham. 
50  ,,    „   Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMH  OP  HiQH  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     June  23    2.43    3.  0 

Sunday,  „   24    3.17    3.35 

Monday,  ,,   25    3..54    4.13 

Tuesday,         „    28    4.32    4.51 

Wednesday,     „  27    5.11    5.31 

Thursday,        „    28    5..'i3    6.18 

Friday,  „    29    (i.43    7.  9 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  season  has 
not  opened  very  brilliantly,  except  for  the  sun. 
The  river  has  a  peculiar  greenish  tint,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  high.  However,  several 
fish  have  been  caught  at  the  weirs.  Nine  people 
were  fishing  Shepperton  Weir  on  Juno  17,  and 
several  young  trout  were  caught  and  returned. 
Mr.  Kipping  hooked  a  large  barbel,  but,  after 
exciting  sport,  unfortunately  he  lost  it.  At  Ted- 
dington few  anglers  have  been  out.  An  important 
notice  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Henley  Fisheries 
Preservation  Association.  It  .says  : — "  Anglers  are 
particularly  requested  to  use  special  care  in  the 
extraction  of  hooks  from  small  trout  of  less  length 
.than  16in.  When  a  trout  is  deeply  hooked  it  is 
better  to  cut  off  the  hook  than  to  attempt  to 
extract  it,  and  the  fijh  will  suffer  very  slight 
injury;  whereas,  if  bleeding  be  caused  the 
trout  will  in  all  probability  quickly  die.  Tlie 
hon.  secretary  will  gladly  provide  new  hooks  in 
place  of  any  so  sacrificed."  I  may  also  point  out 
that,  in  reply  to  the  Teddington  Councirs  letter  on 
the  subject  of  the  regulation  made  by  the  Thames 
Conservators  to  prevent  cycling  on  the  towing-path 
between  the  half-mile  tree  at  Ham  and  Teddington 
Lock,  Mr.  R.  Philipson,  the  secretary,  wrote  that 
the  Richmond  and  Petersham  Open  Spaces  Act, 
1902,  provided  that  the  only  way  along  the  Rich- 
mond and  Ham  riverside  lands  should  be  a  foot- 
path and  a  suitable  path  for  towing,  incidental  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Thames.  As  complaints  had 
been  received  that  annoyance  was  caused  by  the 
presence  of  bicycles  there,  the  Conservators  felt 
compelled  to  prohibit  such  use  of  the  towing-path, 
and  they  regretted  their  inability  to  relax  the  pro- 
hibition. The  Council  felt  they  could  do  no  more 
in  the  matter.  Aifglers  may  well  take  note  of  this 
as  the  fine  for  disobedience  is  lOs.  6d. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  heavy  rain 
just  before  the  opening  of  the  season,  the  river  was 
again  treated  to  a  good  dose  of  "  buttercup  "  water 
which  has  had  the  effect  of  putting  the  fish  generally 
off  the  feed.  Baited  swims  have  fished  very 
badly,  there  has  been  a  much  larger  weight  in 
worms  put  into  the  river  than  there  has  been 
fish  caught  from  baited  spots.  A  brace  of  good 
chub  have  been  caught,  one  of  41b.  9oz.  caught  by 
Mr.  F.  Cox,  the  other  fish,  scaling  just  2oz.  under 
51b.,  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Hamblin.  The  water  is 
running  a  much  better  colour  to-day,  June  20,  but 
little  is  being  done,  the  boating  traffic  and  practice 
of  the  crews  here  putting  a  stop  to  angling  in  the 
Henley  reach,  the  weirs  being  the  quietest  places 
just  now. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Hichmond).  —  The  angling  season 
which  opened  here  on  June  16  was  one  of  the 
worst  known  for  a  long  time,  for,  instead  of  being 
thundering  hot  or  a  nice  warm  June,  it  was  beastly 
cold  with  cold  showers.  However,  things  have 
improved  this  week,  the  weather  being  nice  and 
warm,  and  what  few  fish  have  been  taken  have 
been  in  the  best  of  condition,  and  by  the  time  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  published  on  June  23  the  fish 
ought  to  be  well  on  the  feed,  the  best  baits  being 
gentles,  breadcrust  and  lobs. — Gaynoh  &  Son. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  R  ad  cot 
Bridge. — Saturday's  rain  put  the  river  in  good 
condition  for  the  opening,  but  up  to  writing  no 
special  takes  to  record.  A  jack  of  51b.  was  taken 
on  a  fly  by  Dr.  Pilkington ;  and  the  chub  are  also 
rising  well  during  the  evenings. — A.  Steacey. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  river  is  very 
bright,  and  the  fish  have  not  been  feeding. 
A.  Turner  got  two  small  bream.  The  drawing  of 
the  sluices  at  Richmond  Lock  is  the  only  excuse  I 
can  find  for  it.  There  has  been  a  good  number  of 
patrons  here,  but  they  have  met  with  almost  a 


blank.  There  is  a  large  trout  feeding  at  the  bottom 
end  of  Eel  Pie  Island.  It  is  a  heavy  fish,  and  can 
be  seen  feeding  between  eight  and  ten  a.m.  A  large 
number  of  dead  fish  are  seen  here,  including  a  trout 
about  41b.,  a  large  eel' and  good  roach,  and  a  fine 
jack,  which  had  been  attacked  by  an  otter. 
Prospect  doubtful. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  chubbing.  I  got  a  few  on  Tuesday  up 
to  21b.  7oz.,  and  some  very  good  roach  and  dace, 
the  only  time  I  have  been  out  since  the  opening. — 
P.  Brown. 

BottiE^am  Looks  (Watorbeaoh). — My  visit  to- 
day (Wednesday).  With  early  cut  weeds  the  river 
is  now  in  excellent  trim.  SUver  bream,  with  the 
roach,  dace,  and  big  perch,  are  now  in  July  condi- 
tion. Best  takes  early  mornings  and  evenings.  No 
Sunday  post  at  Waterbeach.  Boats,  baits*on  the 
spot,  but  it  is  now  advisable  to  give  notice.  Fifteen 
minutes'  walk  from  the  station. — John  O.  George. 

Darenth  (Farning^ham,  etc.). — On  the  evening 
of  June  19,  I  saw  some  trout  taken  on  the  Coach- 
man, and  one  very  good  fish  lost  by  breakage. 
This  also  had  taken  the  same  fly.  The  fi.sh  were 
feeding  chiefly  on  a  tiny  grey  midge,  too  small  to 
imitate.  The  water  was  a  little  coloured,  but  not 
entirely,  I  think,  from  the  rain.  Probably  weeds 
had  been  out  further  up.  There  is  a  fair  volume  of 
water,  and  prospects  are  not  bad,  though  some 
more  heavy  rain  would  do  good.  Grey  quill  gnat 
has  been  effective. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Darenth  (Lion  Hotel  Water). — The  following 
are  the  takes  for  the  week  ending  June  18: — Mr. 
James  T.  Tanner,  four  and  a  half  brace;  Mr.  P. 
McClaskie,  five  brace  ;  Lieut.  Du  Bowlay,  three  and 
a  half  brace ;  Mr.  A.  Wilson  Jones,  six  and  a  half 
brace ;  Rev.  Colebrooke,  two  brace  ;  Capt.  Goodwin, 
one  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  Cunliffe,  one  brace. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
very  low  and  fine,  and  very  little  sport  is  recorded 
in  the  lower  waters,  although  in  the  higher  reaches 
a  number  of  good-sized  trout  have  been  creeled 
with  the  caterpillar.  Rain  is  badly  needed  to 
put  the  fish  on  the  move.  The  nets  have 
had  a  very  poor  time  during  the  past  week,  whilst 
the  rods  have  also  fared  badly.  The  best  takes 
reported  are  by  Messrs.  H.  Seetfle  (Stayerton),  one 
dozen,  and  his  brother  a  similar  basket,  whilst 
small  dishes  have  been  secured  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin 
and  Full.  Mr.  Loveys  had  some  trout  and  one 
small  truff. — Devoni.\n. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  very  fine  salmon  was 
recently  landed  from  the  Exe.  It  weighed  281b., 
being  3ft.  8in.  long  and  23in.  round,  and  was  sold 
for  £2  14s.  lOd.  At  Tiverton,  Mr.  G.  H.  Norman 
was  summoned  for  taking  the  young  of  salmon 
whilst  fishing  in  the  Exe  on  April  21.  The  magis- 
trates, after  hearing  the  evidence,  said  that  they 
were  of  opinion  that  the  gravelling  was  taken  in 
error,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  to  the  river, 
and  they  fined  defendant  the  costs.  Another  case 
at  Southampton  against  Mr.  R.  Stephens,  of  London, 
for  attempting  to  fish  in  the  private  waters  of  Lord 
Poltimore  resulted  in  the  defendant  being  fined 
twenty  shillings  and  costs  the  latter  to  include  one 
guinea,  advocate's  fee.  Lord  Clifford,  of  Cundleigh, 
in  his  usual  generosity  has  thrown  open  the  ponds 
at  Ugbrooke  to  anglers  on  the  same  conditions  as 
last  year,  the  result  to  be  given  to  the  Chudleigh 
Cricket  Club  who  received  £30  from  this  source  last 
year.  The  Covey  is  low,  but  a  few  good  baskets 
have  been  had  in  the  evenings.  In  the  Yeo,  Mr. 
W.  H.  J.  Chapman  landed  a  nice  21b.  trout  amongst 
a  basket  of  three  dozen. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  May  Fly  season 
is  now  about  over.  It  has  not  been  a  very  good 
one,  although  we  hear  of  dishes  of  ten  and  fourteen 
and  a  half  brace  having  been  taken.  Still,  good 
sport  has  been  had  by  some  who  have  stuck  at  it,  in 
spite  of  east  winds  and  scarcity  of  fly.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Thirtle  and  daughter  got  over  fifty  trout  in  ten 
days,  fishing  from  the  Dove  Dale  length,  and  Mr. 
H.  Oliver  has  done  well  at  Hartington,  he  having 
got  the  fourteen  and  a  half  brace  alluded  to  in  one 
day. — Foster  Bros. 

Exe  and  Canal  (I!zeter)i — Salmon  fishing  is 
quiet,  but  trout  have  been  taken  in  fair  numbers  in 
the  Exe,  Creedy,  and  Culm.  Last  week  the  Con- 
servators' men,  under  Water-bailiff  Luxton,  netted 
a  portion  of  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  when 
several  pike,  perch,  and  grayling  were  removed  to 
improve  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  Coarse 
fishing  is  in  full  swing.  The  Mayor  and  Town 
Council's  fishing  permit  issued  for  the  current 
year  has  made  new  and  commendable  rules. 
No  fish  to  be  taken  under  following  size: — 
Ddce,  6in.,  chub,  9in.,  perch,  7in.,  bream,  9in.,  pike 
(caught  below  Double  Locks),  18in.,  tench,  7in., 
roach,  7in.,  carp,  9in.,  trout,  7in.  All  fish  to 
measure  extreme  length,  and  anyone  found  with 
fish  under  standard  size  (except  when  alive  to  be 
used  for  bait)  will  forfeit  his  or  her  ticket.  With  a 
view  to  the  keeping  down_of  the  breed  of  pike  the 


Exeter  City  Council  are  also  prepared  until  further 
notice  to  give  2d.  for  each  pike  produced  at  the 
Wharfingers'  Office,  the  Quay,  Exeter,  and  proved 
to  have  been  caught  in  the  Canal  between  King's 
Arms  Yard  and  Double  Locks,  or  in  the  River  Exe 
between  Trews  Weir  and  Cowley  Bridge. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales)  The  weather 

has  been  very  pleasant  and  warm  during  the  last 
week,  but  has  hardly  been  "  fisherman's  '  weather, 
as  the  days  were  too  bright  with  little  or  no  breeze. 
The  fishing  on  the  whole  has  been  very  fair,  and 
some  very  nice  baskets  have  been  made.  The  best 
basket  of  the  week  was  made  by  Mr.  Kennedy  with 
twenty- five  fish.  The  best  fish  of  the  week '.was 
killed  by  Mrs.  Hay — it  scaled  1  lb.  12oz.  On  the 
same  day  this  lady  caught  another  fish  1  lb.  4oz. 
The  total  catch  of  the  week  has  been  143  fish, 
averaging  Jib.  Prospects  of  sport  still  remain 
good,  but  a  little  rain  would  improve  them  con- 
siderably. We  have  not  had  a  freshet  yet  to  send 
the  chub  up  the  rivers. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Dace-fishing  has  so  far 
only  resulted  in  the  capture  of  a  few  fish  in  the 
Lea,  as  the  river  is  sluggish  and  requires  a  good 
freshening  up  with  rain.  Between  Ware  and 
Hertford  anglers  have  hooked  and  lo-st  several 
trout.  At  Hertford  a  fine  trout  of  5Jlb.  was 
captured  in  a  singular  manner.  The  fish  broke 
away  from  Mr.  Jones,  a  local  angler,  taking  with  it 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  yards  of  lino.  Later  on  the 
angler  saw  the  line  in  the  lock,  secured  it,  and 
captured  the  trout,  which  was  still  hooked.  No 
good  sport  is  reported  from  the  Stort  yet. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —Both  streams 
are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  order 
for  trout  fishing.  Rain  fell  at  the  end  of  Jast  week, 
and  greatly  improved  the  water.  Trout  have  been 
slow  this  week,  and  have  not  been  feeding  well. 
A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  tried 
fly,  and  some  very  fair  fish  caught.  Sport  will  not 
be  good  for  at  least  another  week  until  the  fish 
have  got  over  the  May  Fly  feed. — Gwynne. 

None  (Feterboroagh). — Owing  to  the  long  spell 
of  unsettled  and  cold  weather  just  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  season,  our  anglers  could  not  expect 
any  great  results  at  present,  but  with  the  recent 
rains,  and  the  nice  warm  weather  we  are  experi- 
encing this  week,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  a  great 
improvement  may  be  expected.  There  is  plenty  of 
water  in  the  river,  an  abundance  of  fish,  and  alto- 
gether prospects  are  very  favourable  for  a  success- 
ful season.  Roach  and  bream  are  the  most  favourite 
sport  just  now. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week  fly 
fishing  has  been  quiet,  even  in  the  dusk,  trout  are 
moving  very  badly.  The  illusory  rising  mentioned 
in  last  report  is  still  going  on,  but  the  fish  do  not 
take  the  fly.  I  was  told  of  a  grand  trout  of  21b. 
being  taken  recently  by  a  rod  at  the  RoIIe  Hotel  here, 
but  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  fish. 
All  "  Otter"  anglers  are  much  exercised  by  the  late 
fish-poisoning  at  Honiton.  A  barrel  of  chloride  of 
lime  was  put  in  the  river  by  persons  unknown,  and 
many  hundreds  of  trout  were  destroyed.  The 
damage,  however,  was  not  so  far-reaching  as  several 
of  the  papers  have  stated,  being  confined  principally 
to  within  a  couple  of  miles  or  so  of  Honiton ; 
unfortunately  the  offenders  have  not  been  detected. 
Some  sixteen  years  ago,  wholesale  poisoning  was 
caused  at  Honiton  by  the  introduction  of  gas 
sewage,  but  the  effects  were  far  more  severe  than  in 
the  present  instance,  being  noticeable  almost  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  this  place. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — The  rain  improved  the 
state  of  the  river  here  wonderfully,  and  we  have 
had  first-rate  takes  of  chub  and  rudd,  all  the  anglers 
out  being  well  rewarded.  Mr.  Holloway  has  been 
most  successful  as  regards  size  of  fish,  his  best 
chub  going  4lb.  12oz.,  and  a  beautiful  show  of  rudd. 
This  six  miles  reach  is  simply  full  of  big  chub  now. 
Red  Palmer  is  the  most  telling  fly. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — Water  a  good  colour,  but 
rather  low.  Rudd  and  roach  have  been  feeding 
fairly  well,  particularly  the  former.  Largest  fish 
weighed  in  was  taken  by  C.  A.  Bryant,  jun.,  and 
scaled  just  under  21b.  ;  another  has  been  taken 
weighing  lib.  7oz.  Weed  cutting  has  commenced 
at  Houghton. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — June  16  opened  out 
well — roach  of  1  lb.  3oz.,  rudd  of  1  lb.  8oz.,  and  Mr. 
G.  H.  Holloway,  one  of  our  committee,  has  had 
some  grand  sport  amongst  the  chub,  from  31b. 
up  to  41b.  14oz.,  seven  fish^  altogether,  in  splendid 
condition.  The  41b.  14oz.  chub  has  been  sent  to 
Messrs.  Cooper  to  be  preserved.  Our  old  river  is 
in  good  trim,  or  it  will;  be  when  the  weeds  are 
cut,  which  operation  has  commenced.  Everything 
points  to  the  season  being  a  really  good  one.  The 
St.  Ives  Staunch  Gate  is  now  in  working  order, 
which  will  give  us  a  much  better  stream.  Our 
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membership  still  holds  up  to  its  excellent  standard, 
and  tickets  are  now  ready. — Ned  Coblinson. 

Flymonth. — The  rivers  have  run  down  fine,  and 
a  little  rain  would  do  them  good.  There  are  plenty 
of  peal  up  in  the  pools  of  the  Tavy,  and  several 
have  been  landed  during  the  week,  and  some  nioe 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  upper  waters.  I  have  heard 
of  a  161b.  salmon  being  taken  on  the  Dart,  but  this 
river  also  requires  rain  to  allow  them  to  get  up  to 
the  higher  reaches, — Wiuliam  Hbakdkr. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chlohester  CanaL — 
The  opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season  was  ushered 
in  by  brilliant  weather,  and  rivers,  as  a  rule,  were 
in  good  order,  but  a  few  hours'  rain  would  be  of 
benefit.  A  number  of  anglers  were  in  evidence. 
The  Trafalgar  (Brighton)  Anglers  held  a  com- 
petition on  June  17,  with  the  Adur  as  the  venue. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Bridger  was  first  with  21b.  4oz. 
F.  W.  King  and  C.  W.  Markwick  tied  for  second 
place  with  1  lb.  8Joz.,  and  Mr.  G.  Eustace 
was  fourth  with  1  lb.  loz.  The  Brighton  anglers 
al?o  had  a  competition  on  the  same  water,  Mr.  G. 
Hall  scoring  with  just  over  101b.  of  roach  and  dace. 
On  June  16  Mr.  A.  Parlett  took  a  nice  roach  from 
the  Adur  of  1  lb.  5Joz.,  while  Mr.  Sweetman  secured 
a  carp  of  2|lb.  ^veral  anglers  visited  the  Ouse, 
and  naet  with  fair  success.  In  a  take  of  7Jlb.  of 
roach,  there  were  two  fish  of  over  lib.,  and 
several  up  to  12oz.  The  canal  at  Chichester,  as  I 
noted  last  week,  will  not  be  fit  for  angling  for  some 
dajrs,  as  repairs  and  mud  and  weed  clearance 
are  not  completed.  The  water,  thanks  to  anglers 
on  the  CovmcU,  has  been  well  looked  after,  and  but 
few  of  the  fish  have  succumbed.  Some  fine  tench 
and  carp  are  to  be  seen,  and  a  good  supply  of  perch 
and  p&e.  The  water  has  not  been  run  oS  danger- 
ously low,  and  there  i'^  ample  for  both  fish  and 
clearing  purposes.  By  June  25  we  hope  to  see  the 
wator  at  its  normeJ  height^  when  angling  will  be 
allowed.  Some  tons  of  weeds  6md  rubbish  have 
been  cleared,  and  augurs  well  for  a  good  opening. — 
George  F.  Salteb. 

Taw  (N.  Beron). — The  question  is  asked,  where 
are  the  remainder  of  the  fresh-run  salmon  ?  None 
have  been  caught  since  the  May  flood,  and  only 
very  few  with  the  nets.  A  trout  among  three  dozen 
last  week  weighed  21b.  2oz.,  and  was  scarcely  15in. 
long,  rather  a  good  weight  for  length.  Many  good 
takes  of  trout  have  been  had,  waters  being  fairly 
in  condition.  Bass  are  being  taken  in  the  estuary, 
and  grey  mullet  up  the  Taw. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Iiudlow).  —  The  Teme  is  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
Heavy  rain  has  been  had  which  has  greatly 
improved  the  water  and  the  prospects  of  sport. 
The  May-fly  has  gone,  and  the  season  has 
been  a  fair  one,  but  there  never  was  a  regular 
rise  of  the  fly,  but  some  large  trout  were  taken. 
This  week  fi.->hing  has  been  slow,  the  fi=ih  not 
having  got  over  their  feed  of  the  May-fly  yet, 
and  they  do  not  sport  at  all  well,  a  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  have  used  fly,  worm, 
maggot,  and  minnow,  and  a  few  trout  have 
been  landed.  On  June  16  an  angler  with  the 
minnow  in  the  Castle  Pound  landed  a  trout  2|lb. 
On  June  18  three  brace  of  trout  were  landed  above 
Bramfield.  On  June  19  several  trout  were  taken 
with  worm  and  fly.  On  June  19  the  Hawkestone 
Otter  Hounds  were  at  Burway  on  the  Teme,  and 
after  a  good  hunt  above  Burway  House  killed.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order. 
Sport  has  been  had  in  these  streams  this  week. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  (Newark). — Recent  rains  have  brought 
about  a  slight  rise  in  the  river,  bringing  down  a 
lot  of  surface  weeds  without  much  affecting  the 
colour.  The  close  season  passed  over  without  much 
of  interest,  but  the  generally  low  temperature  of 
the  water  has  kept  down  disea'^e  in  fish,  and  but 
few  ill-conditioned  or  dead  have  been  seen.  Barbel 
are  already  "pitching"  in  the  moderately  deep 
swims,  and  three  small  ones  were  taken  from  the 
Stone  Bridge  on  June  16  with  Cod-baits,  the  best 
of  all  early  Unes  for  coarse  fish.  Eels  appear 
exceptionally  numerous,  and  these  and  flounders 
are  best  worth  searching  for  during  the  next  four 
weeks.  A  few  dace  and  perch  have  been  bagged, 
but  all  small.  Bleak  have  taken  gentles  freely,  but 
chub  fishermen  with  the  fly  have  met  with  no  sport 
that  I  can  hear  of.  Plenty  of  fish  to  be  seen,  and  a 
good  season  should  be  in  the  front. — Trentsideb. 

Tyna,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbouring 
RiTera. — The  recent  rainfall  has  slightly  improved 
our  waters  of  the  north.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  New- 
castle, fishing  Pome  private  water  up  the  North 
Tyne  on  Jane  16,  killed  four  good  fish  with  fly, 
Hcaliog  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  7oz.,  lib.  loz.  and  12oz. 
In  the  North  Tyne  at  Barra-ifford,  a  creel  of  seven 
trout,  by  Mr.  Paul.  On  June  16,  on  the  George  Hotel 
Water,  Chollerford,  a  Newcastle  angler  killed  a 
big  creel  of  dace  and  trout  with  maggot  and  worm. 
The  Tyne,  Hexham,  anglers  are  more  numerous, 
and  creels  of  trout  and  dace  are  reported.  Mr. 
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Reed,  fishing  lower  down  about  Corbridge,  killed  a 
few  trout  with  Mallard  and  Claret  on  No.  2  hook. 
On  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Coquet  some  heavy 
creels  have  been  made  with  worm,  little  during  the 
daytime.  On  the  Wansbeok  good  reports  are  to 
hand,  one  creel  of  fifteen  trout  killed  with  Green 
Drake;  another  creel  of  twenty- three  trout,  up 
stream,  worm.  A  good  cast  for  low,  fine  water, 
Murton's  Special,  Stone  Midge,  and  Knotted  Midge 
or  Black  Gnat. — Hbnrt  A.  Murton. 

ITsk  (TTsIe). — The  river  continues  in  the  same  low 
state,  and  no  salmon  angling  is  being  done,  there 
being  no  salmon  about.  A  few  trout  of  a  large  size 
are  being  caught  in  the  river  and  brooks.  The 
water  was  netted  this  week  for  the  first  time  this 
season  by  the  association  water  bailifis. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  low  and  in  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  showers 
of  rain  we  have  had  have  improved  fishing  generally, 
and  many  rods  have  been  on  the  Wye,  but  I  do  not 
hear  of  any  heavy  baskets  of  fish  being  caught,  two 
to  four  brace  being  a  good  average  catch.  This 
river  is  very  clear,  and  it  will  be  needful  to  use 
very  fine  tackle  to  secure  a  fnw  fish.  Do  not  miss 
the  evening  rise.  The  May  Fly  has  almost  been  a 
failure  on  both  rivers,  and  I  believe  this  is  the  third 
season  that  very  few  of  this  fly  have  hatched  out. 
I  think  it  must  be  sewage  and  other  pollution  that 
kill  the  larvae.  The  Derwent  has  had  a  little 
colour  in  it  at  times,  which  has  been  beneficial  to 
the  angler,  the  upper  reaches  of  this  river,  Hather- 
sage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries,  ailording  its  members 
and  others  fairly  good  sport,  three  to  six  and  seven 
brace  having  been  obtained.  Darleydale  Clubs  por- 
tion of  this  river  yielded  two  and  three  brace  per  rod. 
A  fair  number  of  fishermen  have  been  on  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water, 
but  no  heavy  creels  have  been  obtained.  H.  H. 
Holt,  Esq.,  secured  several  nice  trout  with  Minnow, 
one  over  I  lb.,  near  the  Pig  Torr  Rock.  Others 
have  tak^n  a  few  nice  trout  from  the  Matlock  dale 
length.  Those  who  have  fished  below  Cromford 
have  landed  a  brace  or  two  of  nice  trout.  The 
prospect  is  favourable,  especially  in  the  evening, 
using  a  large  Yellow  and  Orange  Bumble  for  the 
evening.  Olive  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Yellow  Sally, 
Oak  Fly,  and  Dark  Spinner. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
eto.  (Torks). — Trout  fishing  has  only  been  met 
with  in  the  early  mornings  and  late  in  the  evening 
with  upstream  worm  and  fly.  All  our  Yorkshire 
streams  have  been  low  and  clear,  excepting  in 
districts  where  local  thunderstorms  have  occurred. 
There  has  been  a  lot  of  bottom  fishermen  on 
the  banks  of  our  rivers  since  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing  season,  but  the  water 
has  been  low  and  clear,  and  this  with  the 
fact  that  thunder  has  been  hanging  about  has  been 
against  sport,  but  with  few  exceptions  anglers  have 
met  with  moderate  sport  with  the  roach,  dace,  etc., 
in  the  deeps  of  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore.  What 
roach  I  hdve  seen  are  not  in  good  condition  yet, 
and  the  pike  present  a  very  lanky  appearance.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Swale,  with  the 
exception  of  a  little  worm  fishing,  there  is  not 
much  doing  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing.  In  the  lower 
reaches  at  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge  some  fine  sport 
has  been  met  with;  ontheopeningdayMr.  W.  Almond 
had  fine  sport  at  the  latter  place,  securing  a  basket 
of  mixed  fish  weighing  close  upon  a  stone.  Mr. 
Smyrk  and  others  have  done  well  also.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  low  apd  clear,  in  the  higher  reaches  some 
fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  up- 
stream worm  early  in  the  morning  and  fly  in  the 
evenings  at  Grasaington,  Burnsace  and  Ilkley, 
In    the    lower    reaches    the     bottom  fishers 


have  done  well  at  Teidcaster  and  Ullerskelf.  On 
Juno  16  Messrs.  Piokersgill,  Harper,  and  Fish  had 
nice  sport  amongst  the  barbel,  roach,  and  dace. 
On  the  Swale,  Mr.  Patterson  had  nice  sport  at 
Topoliffe  amongst  the  chub,  roach,  and  dace, 
his  basket  weighing  close  upon  201b.  The 
Derwent  has  been  low  and  clear  on  the  upper 
reaches,  a  lot  of  fiih  have  been  seen  on  the 
shallows.  Sport  has  been  fair  during  the  week. 
The  Nidd  has  been  low  and  clear  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Sport  has  been  fair  amongst  the  trout. 
In  the  lower  reaches  sport  among^st  the  coarse 
fish  has  been  fair  at  Hunsingore,  Cowthorpe, 
and  Walshford  Bridge.  Tne  Tees  fishing,  with  rod 
and  line,  has  been  very  favourable  this  season  as  far 
as  it  has  gone,  201b.  salmon  landed  more  than  once 
this  season.  In  May,  despite  the  cold  weather,  there 
were  some  very  good  takes  of  palmon.  Scarcely  an 
angler  who  laid  himself  out  for  this  class  of  fish,  and 
knew  what  he  was  about,  who  did  not  land  salmon, 
large  or  small,  and  some  anglers  got  a  lot  from  Pierce- 
bridge  district.  It  shows  that  the  Tees  is  improv- 
ing as  a  salmon  river,  as  in  the  old  days  before 
Tinsdale  Dam  was  roised  ;  early  spring  fish  was 
quite  a  rarity.  At  Harworth  a  fine  trout,  31b. 
4oz.,  was  caught  with  a  May  fly  by  Mr.  C.  Glass,  of 
Comscliffe,  which  affords  a  good  half  an  hour's 
sport.  A  good  freshet  would  improve  things  all 
round  now,  as  the  waters  are  down  to  summer 
level.  Best  flies.  Brown  Owl,  Black  Midge,  Poult 
Bloa,  Bracken  Clock  and  Stone  Midge. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach. — On  June  16  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty-nine  trout,  81b.  ;  Messrs. 
Coulson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  eighteen  trout,  8Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Reid  and  Johnstone,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
eighteen  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Steele, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  ninety  trout,  26^1b. ;  the  Honour- 
able C.  and  Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
forty-three  trout,  lOflb. 

Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 
— The  following  is  a  curtailed  report  of  the  baskets 
made  on  Lochs  Bourlau,  Urigill,  Veyatie  and 
Cama  : — On  June  II,  Capt.  Robertson  Reid,  twenty 
trout,  6Mb.  ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  twenty-one,  71b. ; 
Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Falcon,  London,  fifty,  141b. ; 
Messrs.  Tucker,  twelve,  6Jlb. :  Messrs.  Dale  and 
Scaramanga,  thirty,  81b.  On  June  12,  Capt. 
Robertson  Reid,  thirty-two,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Tucker, 
forty-six,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Dale  and  Scaramanga, 
thirty,  15Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield  twenty-six,  71b. 
On  June  13,  Messrs.  Dale  and  Scaramanga,  eighty 
trout,  231b. ;  Capt.  Robertson  Reid,  thirty-two, 
lO^lb.  ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  forty-four,  131b.;  Messrs. 
Hodgson  and  Falcon,  eighteen,  61b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Stanfield,  thirty -nine,  II  lb.  Since  then,  baskets 
have  been  equally  good,  but  want  of  space  forbids 
details. — B. 

Beanly. — Miss  Philcock,  lessee  of  the  Home 
and  Falls  Beat  of  the  Beauly,  and  who  had  her 
headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  had  as  her 
guests  during  the  week  Sir  John  and  Lady  Robinson 
and  Mr.  Wardle  Smith,  when  the  following  sport 
was  obtained  :— On  June  11.  one  salmon,  11  lb.  ;  on 
June  12,  two  salmon,  II  lb.  and  91b.  ;  on  June  13, 
one  grilse,  3Jlb. ;  and  on  June  14,  one  salmon,  91b. 
The  total  thus  obtained  for  the  fortnight's  fishing 
was  thirteen  salmon  and  grilse,  the  river  being 
very  low  during  the  whole  period.  Mr.  J.  N.  Hay 
is  the  lessee  for  the  next  fortnight,  and  has  as 
guests  Mr.  A.  J.  Hay  and  Mr.  Peech.  Fishing  on 
June  16  for  the  first  time,  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  was 
landed,  the  river  being  very  low.  Owing  to  the 
lowness  of  the  river  the  fishing  for  sea-trout  in 
the  tidal  waters  was  not  prosecuted  with  much 
success,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  Sib.,  and  the 
heaviest  trout  21b.  A  very  large  number  of  salmon 
fry  were  reared  in  the  hatchery  at  the  Cruives,  and 
these  were  put  out  a  fortnight  ago,  the  estimated 
total  being  200,000.  As  an  experiment  they  were 
put  out  Bomewhat  earlier  this  year,  when  just 
four  months  old,  as  it  was  found  that  numbers  of 
them  died  last  year  when  detained  after  that  age. 
Lochs  Achanalt,  Luichart,  and  Gabve. — Several 
fair  baskets  of  trout  were  had  on  the  above  lochs 
during  the  week  by  anglers  from  Strathpeffer, 
Garve  Hotel,  and  Strathbran,  although  anglers  are 
much  troubled  with  the  shoals  of  large  pike  which 
abound  in  all  three  lochs.  On  Achanalt  a  basket 
of  three  trout,  scaling  131b.  lOoz.,  was  had,  the 
heaviest  trout  being  51b.  8oz.  The  heaviest  creel 
on  Luichart  scaled  r21b.,  and  best  trout  21b.  2oz. 
Garve  yielded  several  baskets  of  from  81b.  to  11  lb. 
A  pike  of  14lb.  was  landed  on  Luichart,  as  well  as 
two  of  91b.  and  8lb.— A.  R. 

Border  £sk  and  ijidaie. — Most  of  the  angling 
on  both  rivers  is  being  done  either  at  night  or  ia 
the  early  morning  as  the  waters  are  slill  running 
low.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr. 
Harry  Foster  had  three  sea-trout,  jM'-.  Reid  two, 
and  Mr  J.  Scott  two.  In  the  Graham  Arms  strrttch 
of  water  some  good  sport  has  been  had.    Mr.  Jao 
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Ballantyne  had  a  sea- trout  of  Iflb.,  Mr.  D.  Murray 
one  of  21b.,  and  Mr.  Elliot  one  of  IJlb.  Mr.  J. 
Walker  creeled  forty  yeJlow  trout  and  a  sea-trout 
in  the  mid-reaohea  of  the  Esk.  Messrs.  Irving, 
Murray,  and  Steel  aho  had  good  sport.  Messrs. 
Roach,  Armstrong,  Bridge,  and  Johnstone  had 
I  ome  aea-trout  and  yellow  trout  above  Canoabie 
Bridge.  Fishing  in  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  J.  Charlton 
caught  with  small  fly  two  Fea-trout,  the  best  2^lb., 
also  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  T.  Steel  had  one  sea- 
trout  and  several  yellow  (trout.  Mr.  R.  Graham 
)iad  two  sea-trout  in  Byrebumfoot  water,  and  Mr. 
Scott  one  sea-trout  and  a  few  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Hoch  caught  a  sea-trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  D.  Little  two,  Mr.  Brockbank  one,  Mr.  J. 
Carruthers  three,  Mr.  W.  Edgar  one,  and  Mr.  F. 
Armstrong  one.  Mr.  Warren  creeled  one  sea-trout 
and  six  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  A 
Bell  caught  a  sea-trout  at  Skipper's  Bridge,  and 
Mr.  A  Irving  one.  Mr.  J.  Bell  had  a  sea-trout  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  E^k.  Messrs.  Elston, 
Hudson,  and  other  anglers  from  the  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  have  had  baskets  of  yellow  trout  daily. 
Mr.  Dalgleish  has  had  several  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  Lower  Tarras,  and  Mr.  Jackson  has  had 
yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water  at  various  fishings. 
Mr.  Armstrong  and  others  have  had  fairly  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle.  Fishing  in  King  Pool  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Wilson  had 
baskets  of  yellow  trout. — G. 

Carron  (Eaater  Kobb,  Ardgray,  N^.).— Only 
three  fish  caught  on  the  whole  river  during  the  past 
week.  Water  now  so  low  and  weather  so  bright 
that  angling  for  the  time  being  has  been  rielinguished. 
— B. 

Severon  (Banffshire). — With  tlie  exception  of 
a  drizzling  rain  about  a  week  ago,  the  weather  has 
been  very  dry  with  brilliant  sunshine.  For  the  past 
week  the  river  Deveron  has  been  rvmning  low  and 
clear.  Anglers  are  having  but  indifferent  sport, 
and  although  fair  baskets  of  trout  are  being 
obtained  we  hear  of  very  few  salmon  falling  to  the 
rod.  In  fact,  scarcely  any  salmon  are  entering 
the  river,  the  results  of  the  net  fishing,  about  a  mile 
from  the  entrance,  being  mostly  composed  of  several 
grilse  and  trout  daily.  Along  the  coast  towards 
the  close  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  the 
pre.'sent  there  wtis  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
catch  of  both  salmon  and  grilse,  and  on  June  19 
two  very  large  boxes  were  sent  to  the  market. 
Both  the  size  of  salmon  and  quality  are  well 
maintained.  They  average  about  121b.,  and  grilse 
4Jlb.,  the  heaviest  scaling  71b.  Owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  fish  the  price  is  keeping  well  up. — H.  W. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
June  13,  on  Loch  Cealladail,  two  trout,  111b., 
heaviest,  71b.  On  June  14,  on  River  Kyle, 
thirteen,  151b.,  heaviest,  3^1b.  Mr.  and  Miss 
Dawson,  on  Loch  Crosspool,  six,  71b.,  heaviest,  1  lb. 
On  June  18,  Mr.  Bristowe,  on  Loch  Cealladail,  two 
trout,  7Jlb.,  heaviest,  4^113.  ;  Mr.  Dawson,  on  Kyle, 
eight  sea-trout,  111b.,  heaviest,  2|lb, ;  Messrs. 
Machan  and  Air,  on  Loch  Airidh-Nabeirme,  forty 
♦  rout,  131b. ;  Messrs.  Macdouall  and  White,  on 
Loch  Inshore,  twenty-four  trout,  heaviest,  71b. 
— J.  K.  Morrison. 

Xnohnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June 
11,  Mr.  Thomson,  thirty  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moncrieff,  nine,  41b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  twelve,  61b.  ; 
Messrs.  Petersen  and  A.  Webb,  twelve.  8Jlb.  On 
June  12,  Mr.  Thomson,  seven,  31b. ;  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
eighteen,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  seventeen,  8lb. ;  Mr.  N. 
Webb,  four,  4lb.  (one  of  2Jlb.) ;  Messrs.  Graham  and 
Blackmore.  eleven,  51b.  On  June  13,  Mr.  Webb, 
thirteen,  91b.  (heaviest,  21b.);  Mr.  N.  Webb,  one, 
2^1b.  On  June  15,  Messrs.  Graham  and  Blackmore, 
pixteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  five,  41b.  On  June  16, 
Mr.  N.  Webb,  one,  2ib.  y  Mr,  Thomson,  eighteen, 
81b.— W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth).  — Since  the  beginning  of  June  the 
weather  has  been  hot  and  dry,  and  insect  life  is 
now  abundant  on  both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Isla. 
Many  heavy  baskets  were  made  in  the  first  half  of 
the  month,  but  the  streams  are  now  too  low,  and  it 
is  only  in  the  early  morning  and  in  the  evening  that 
success  is  met  with.  During  the  above  period  the 
lochs  have  bee  a  very  uncertain,  good  baskets  being 
got  on  some  days,  while  on  other  days  creels  have 
been  quite  clean  at  the  close  of  the  day.  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Kinloch's  house  party  at  Glenisla  House 
have  on  some  days  had  good  aport  on  Auchintaple 
Loch. — Iasgair. 

^ohiuver  (Ctilag  Hotel). — On  June  12,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harding,  twenty-six  trout,  8^1b. ;  Mr.  Rown- 
tree,  nine,  S^lb.  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  thirteen,  5lb.  On 
June  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  twenty-six,  11  Jib. ; 
Mr.  Rowntree,  twenty,  GJlb.  On  June  14,  Mr. 
Rowntroe,  fourteen,  5|lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clegg, 
forty-six,  13 Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  forty- three, 
131b.  On  June  15,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding,  sixty-one, 
lOlb,  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clegg,  thirty-five,  10|lb.  On 


June   16,  Mrs.  Mackenzie,  twenty-two,  71b. — J. 

Mackenzie. 

Looh  Leven  (Kinross). — During  the  past  week 
there  has  been  bright  sunshine,  interspersed  with 
periods  of  dulness  and  favourable  breezes  from  the 
south-east  and  south-west.  The  good  fishing  which 
has  been  obtained  during  the  month  continues,  the 
catches  being  mostly  made  with  fly.  The  loch  is 
now  producing  results  to  |the  rod  equal  to,  if  not 
surpassing,  that  which  was  obtained  before  the 
deterioration  of  the  fishings  five  years  ago,  and 
there  should  be  a  considerably  increased  yield 
when  there  is  a  break  in  the  present  drought 
which  has  continued  for  the  past  fortnight. 
The  following  were  the  competing  clubs  :  West 
of  Scotland,  ten  rods  with  fly,  seventy  two 
trout,  r)21b. :  First,  Mr.  T.  Prentice,  nine  trout, 
121b.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  O.  Macniven,  sixteen 
trout,  1 1  lb.  7oz.  Dundee  Club,  twenty-four  rods 
with  fly,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  trout,  131  lb7oz.: 
First,  Mr.  J.  G.  Kinmond,  fourteen  trout,  10lb.'8oz.  ; 
second,  Mr.  G.  K.  Smith,  eleven  trout,  101b.  loz. 
Kelty  and  Blairadam,  eighteen  rods  with  fly  and 
minnow  Feventy-two  trout,  631b.  12oz :  First, 
Mr.  R.  Marshall,  six  trout,  81b.  4oz.  Perth- 
shire :  Nine  rods  with  fly  and  minnow, 
forty -five  trout,  471b.  lOoz.  :  First,  Mr. 
W.  Robertson,  five  trout,  71b.  9oz.  Private  parties 
had  catches  as  follows  : — Mr.  Annandale,  Lang- 
holm, twenty-six  trout,  261b.,  and  thirteen  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Scott,  Dundee,  thirty- 
nine  trout,  331b.  Soz.,  and  twenty-four  trout, 
281b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  Cupar,  nineteen  trout, 
19lb.  8oz.  ;  Canon  Holder,  Dundee,  sixteen  trout, 
141b.;  Mr.  Smethurst,  twenty  trout,  161b.  Soz. ; 
Mr.  C.  Gourlay,  Dundee,  in  f-our  hours,  ten  trout, 
111b.;  Mr.  Fisher,  Edinburgh  thirteen  trout  101b. 
Soz. ;  Mr.  A.  T.  Scott  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Scott, 
Dundee,  fifteen  trout,  131b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Nucator  and 
Mr.  Follerton,  Dundee,  twelve  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Walker  and  friend,  Edinburgh,  thirty -six  trout,  281b. 
Mr.  R.  Robertson,  Glasgow,  thirteen  trout, 
101b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Williamson,  Springburn,  fifteen 
trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  M.  W.  Henderson,  Linlithgow, 
eighteen  trout,  141b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  John  McKinnon 
and  Mr.  John  McKelvie.  Greenock,  twelve  trout, 
91b. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  North-Western  Rhodesia, 
fifteen  trout,  131b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Henderson,  Lin- 
lithgow, and  Mr.  W.  Flockhart,  Trinity,  twenty- 
three  trout,  191b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh, 
nineteen  trout,  181b.  The  heaviest  trout  captured 
during  the  week  weighed  3lb.  loz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  is  down 
to  summer  level.  Sport  rife  on  the  upper  reaches, 
but  entirely  off  on  the  middle  and  lower  parts.  On 
the  King's  Balmoral  water.  Sir  Francis  Laking  has 
just  finished  a  fortnight's  angling,  and  has  had 
good  sport  all  through,  some  days  having  three 
and  four  fish  to  his  own  rod.  On  the  Cluny  and 
side  streams  about  Braemar  the  visitors  are  having 
a  good  time  among  the  brown  trout.  On  the 
Glentana  and  Dinnet  sections  excellent  sport  was 
got  up  till  this  week,  when  the  waters  then  became 
too  small  and  clear.  Some  six  rods  on  Monday 
week  creeled  twenty-seven  fish,  the  best  day  of  the 
season.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  an  occasional  fish 
is  being  grassed  by  the  guests  at  the  Huntly  Arms 
and  the  lessee  of  the  Castle  waters.  A  good  few 
grilse  have  been  got  on  the  Crathes,  Durris, 
Woodend,  and  Cairnton  waters.  The  pools  are 
teeming  with  "  potted "  fish,  but  only  a  fresh 
rise  in  the  river  will  induce  them  to  move. 
Don. — The  river  is  very  low  and  clear,  but  in 
excellent  order  for  clear  water  worming,  and  on  the 
Keithhall  section  Messrs.  Finch  and  Fairley  have 
been  making  excellent  baskets  in  this  way.  On  the 
Balbithans  section,  the  members  of  the  Aberdeen 
Trout  Anglers'  Association  are  getting  fair  sport  to 
the  fly.  On  Pibmedden  water,  John  Grant  landed 
a  nice  salmon  of  81b.  on  June  15,  6 Jib.  of  trout 
on  June  16,  and  a  beautiful  salmon  on  June  18. 
Some  good  trouting  is  being  got  on  the  Inverurie, 
Monymusk,  and  Alford  reaches. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (LairiTi  N.B,). — Since 
last  reported  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  various  beats  of  Loch  Shin,  Looh  Merkland, 
Loch  Griam,  Loch  Gorm,  and  other  waters.  On 
June  13  Mr.  and  Miss  Dixon,  Blackheath,  thirteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Roberts,  Paisley,  fourteen,  5Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Leake,  Norfolk,  thirty-five,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Clegg, 
Liverpool,  sixteen,  51b. ;  Chancellor  Prescott  and 
Mr.  Slaker, Carlisle,  forty-nine,  161b.;  total  for  the  day, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  trout,  431b.  On  J une 
14  Mr.  Leake,  sixteen  trout, 7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Roberts,  ten, 
41b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Dixon,  twenty,  71b. ;  Chancellor 
Prescott  and  Mr.  Slaker,  forty-four,  1 3^1  b. ;  and  Mr. 
Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  thirty,  81b.  On  June  15, 
Mr.  Clegg,  fourteen,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Leake,  eighteen,  7 Jib. ; 
Mr.  Bickersteth,  sixteen,  5lb.  ;  Chancellor  Prescott 
and  Mr.  Slaker,  forty-four,  13^1b.  ;  Colonel  Dixon, 
thirteen,  5 Jib. ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Dixon,  five,  6 Jib. 
(two  heaviest  were  2Jlb.  each).    On  June  16,  same 


anglers  out  and  similar  sport  obtained.  On  June  18, 
Mr.  Roberts  had  fourteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Clegg, 
nine,  41b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  twenty-eight, 
91b.  ;  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  twenty- 
six,  13Jlb. ;  Colonel  Dixon  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Dixon, 
forty,  131b.— B. 

Soourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgr,  N.B.). — 
The  following  abbreviated  account  will  give  an  idea 
of  the  sport  obtained  on  the  numerous  surrounding 
lochs: — On  June  13,  Dr.  Browne  Hoarder,  Yorks, 
twenty-eight  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Marchant,  Kent,  two, 
2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  four,  lOJlb. ;  and  Dr. 
Collins,  London,  fifteen,  3|lb.  On  June  14,  Mr. 
Cowan,  Edinburgh,  thirty-two  trout.  Sib. ;  Mr. 
Little,  two,  5lb.  ;  Dr.  Browne  Hoarder,  one,  IJlb.  ; 
Dr.  Collins,  six,  6Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Marchant,  two.  2^lb. 
On  June  15,  Dr.  Collins,  one  trout,  1  lb.,  and  391b  sea 
fish  ;  Mr.  Marchant,  sixteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Little,  three, 
61b.;  Mr.  Thurburn,  Inverness,  one,  IJIb.  ;  and  Dr. 
Browne  Hearder,  two,  IJlb.  On  June  10,  Mr. 
Thurburn,  thirty  trout,  71b. ;  Dr.  Collins,  one  brown 
trout,  IJlb.  and  12  sea  trout,  181b;  Master  Alick 
Ross,  Soourie,  twenty-five  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Little, 
on  Loch-na-ha,  landed  eight  trout,  201b.,  all  with 
fly.  This  basket  was  quite  a  feature  in  the  week's 
angling,  both  as  to  average  weight  and  quality  of 
fish.  Mr.  Cowan,  Edinburgh  .had  eight  trout, 
61b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Aistnan. — Angling  has 
shown  a  slight  improvement  on  its  beat  stretches. 
Fishing  in  Mount  Annan  water  is  also  improviner, 
and  a  few  sea-tront  have  been  landed.  Mr.  J. 
Marshall  had  a  brace  of  sea-trout  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  Mr.  J.  Alexander  one,  besides  eight 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  one  sea- 
trout,  and  Captain  Thorburn  one.  In  North- 
field  stream,  on  the  evening  of  June  16, 
Mr.  Willie  Boyd  had  a  sea-trout  with  the  fly.  Mr. 
John  Haugh,  fishing  from  the  stableyard,  landed  a 
yellow  trout  of  21b.,  Mr.  R  Graham  caught  nine 
yellow  trout  with  worm  below  Annan  oauld,  Mr. 
James  Dixon  one  sea-trout  with  fly,  and  Mr. 
Anderson  one  at  Galebank.  In  the  Castlemilk 
water  Mr.  J.  Rae  had^two  sea-trout  with  fly  and  one 
with  the  clear  water  worm.  In  the  higher  waters 
Mr.  Johnstone  had  a  dozen  and  a  half  sea-trout. 
The  DuMFBiES  Nith. — Angling  has  been  dis- 
appointing on  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries  this 
week.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  had  a  sea-trout  on  the  Keir 
Mill  water.  In  the  Closeburn  portion  a  few  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  are  being  caught.  Similar  reports 
come  from  the  Auldgirth  district.  The  Galloway 
RivEBS  and  Lochs. — Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
water  little  or  nothing  is  doing  this  week.  Oa 
Lochenbreck  of  Castle  Douglas  visitors  have  had 
fair  sport  with  the  fly.  The  Ayeshibb  Rivers 
AND  Lochs. — The  rivers  are  very  low  and  clear, 
and  sport  has  been  of  little  or  no  account  on 
the  different  rivers.  Private  rods  have  had  fair 
catches  on  the  Stincher  of  Balantrae.  Loch 
Doon,  of  Dalmellington,  continues  to  furnish 
the  best  sport.  On  June  15  Mr.  Smith,  fishing  the 
loch,  caught  twenty-eight  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Hunter 
and  friend  twenty-three,  and  Mr.  Sim  twenty- 
four.  On  June  18  Mr.  Campbell  and  friend  caught 
thirty-six.  Other  anglers  had  from  thirteen  to 
twenty-two  trout  each. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  weather  lately  has  been 
exceedingly  hot  and  the  river  is  now-running  lowin 
consequence.  Fair  sport  is,  however,  being  had. 
On  the  Aberlour  Water  five  salmon  ranging  from 
91b.  to  261b.  in  weight  were  killed  during  the  week 
by  Captain  Edward  York. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  is  falling  off  owing 
to  the  continued  strong  sunshine.  From  the  Carron 
House  water  on  June  13  Mr.  Grant,  fisherman, 
landed  a  grilse  of  31b.  ;  and  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water  on  June  18  Mr.  M.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
had  two  of  3Jlb.  and  4Jlb. ;  and  on  June  19  a 
salmon  of  121b.  On  June  15  on  the  Easter  Elchies 
water  a  salmon  of  181b.  was  killed,  whUe  Mr.  Alesca 
Craith,  gamekeeper,  killed  one  of  lOlb.,  and  on 
June  13  one  of  71b.  From  the  Arudilly  water  on 
June  17  Mr.  Ged,  Shiach,  fisherman,  landed  one 
of  23lb. ;  and  Captain  Darr,  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  on 
June  19.— J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  June  11,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul, 
On  Looh  Slam,  nine  brown  trout,  1 1  lb.  On  June  12, 
Mr.  Briggs,  on  Kyle  of  Tongue,  six  sea-trout,  71b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul,  on  Looh  Slam,  six  brown  trout, 
4lb.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Na  Hacon,  twenty- 
eight  brown  trout,  111b.  On  June  13,  Mr.  Paul, 
on  Kyle,  six  sea-trout,  6|-lb. ;  Mr.  Briggs,  on  Slam, 
ten  brown  trout,  2Jlb.  On  June  14,  Mr.  Anderson, 
on  Loch  Na  Hacon,  thirty-six  brown  trout,  141b.  ; 
Mr.  Briggs,  on  Kyle,  six  sea-trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Lord, 
on  Kyle,  six  sea-trout,  lOlb.  On  June  15,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Looh  Craggie,  thirteen  brown 
trout,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Lord,  on  Kyle,  one  sea-trout, 
31b. ;  Mr.  Briggs,  on  Kyle,  eleven  sea-trout,  161b. 
On  June  16,  Mr.  Briggs,  on  Kyle,  four  sea-trout, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Kyle,  five  sea-trout,  5Jlb.  ; 
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Messr--.  Lord,  on  Kyle,  five  sea-trout,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Bamsden.  on  Craggie,  twenty-three  brown  trout, 
111b.;    Mr.   Paul,  on  Kyle,   one  sea-trout. — R. 

MACnfNES. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Eanu  (Xilrea). — The  weather  continued  mild 
during  the  week,  and  Sedge  Flies  scattered  plenti- 
fully over  the  surface  in  the  evenings  after  sunset, 
and  troiHt  took  them  freely  ;  and  catclies  of  fish 
ranging  from  1  lb.  to  41b.  were  obtained  on  the 
Movanagher,  Kilrea>  and  Pontglenone  stretches. 
The  water  shrunk  eight  inches,  but  there  is  yet 
enougb  running  for  salmon  to  pass  oyer  the  weirs.  The 
run  of  spring  fish  h  almost  over,  and  few  grilse 
have  arrived  from  the  sea,  but  there  is  a  stock  on 
the  middle  and  upper  sections,  where  they  have 
recently  been  showing.  Sport  is  not  so  good  as  at  the 
same  period  in  pastseasons,  only  five  salmon  having 
been  landed,  ranging  from  71b.  to  15lb.,  by  Mr. 
Wolff,  M.P.,  and  party  at  Caxonroe,  where  few  are 
now  resting. — Daniel  O'Fhe. 

Iiongh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  June  11, 
Mr.  Ducroz,  three  fish,  8Jlb.  On  June  12,  Major 
Warren  and  friend,  five.  7Jlb.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Toomes 
and  friend,  six;  81b.  ;  Mr.  Ducroz,  eight.  1 1  lb. ; 
Major  Warreatt  and  friend,  eleven,  131b.  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Toomes  and  friend,  seven,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Oakden,  nine, 
r21b.  ;  Mr.  Smallwood  and  Rev.  Chitty,  six,  51b. 
On  June  13,  Major  Warren  and  friend,  eight,  71b.  ; 
Rev.  Toomes  and  friend,  four,  7lb.  ;  Messrs.  Oakden 
and  Bartholme,  twelve,  14;lb.  ;  Mr.  Smallwood  and 
Rev.  Chitty,  five,  51  b.  On  June  14,  Major  Warren 
and  friend,  three,  51b.  ;  Rev.  Toomes  and  friend, 
four,  7Ib. ;  Mr.  Oakden  and  friend,  five,  8lb. ;  Mr. 
Smallwood  amd  Rev.  Chitty,  seven.  51b.  On  June  15, 
Major  Warren  and  friend,  two,  21b.  ;  Rev.  Toomes 
and  friend,  seven,  111b.;  Mr.  Oakden  and  friend, 
seven,  61b.  On  June  16,  Major  Warren  and  friend, 
five,  61b.  ;  Rev.  Toomes  and  friend,  eleven,  lolb. 
These  fish  were  all  taken  on  the  dap. — Thos. 
Naughtox. 

Lough  Currane,  eta  (Watervilla,  oo.  Kerry). — 

Sea-trout  are  coming  in  from  the  sea.  No  salmon 
or  peal  have  been  had  during  the  week,  but  brown 
trout  have  afiorded  fair  sport  ocoasionally.  The 
prospect-i  are  much  improved  for  the  next  few 
days  — T.  J.  D. 

Itongha  Ma«k  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — June  20. 
Anglers  fortunate  enough  to  be  out  here  are  having 
ft  good  time,  more  especially  on  Corrib,  near 
Clonbur.  The  fishing  is  so  good  here  that  numbers 
of  boats  cross  the  lake  from  Oughterard  (seven 
miles)  to  fish  these  waters.  Those  staying  here 
save  all  the  time  so  occupied.  Mount  Gable 
Hotel  visitors  since  last  report  have  taken  the 
foUowing  baskets,  eith<"r  dapping  or  artificial  fly  : — 
June  13. — Mr.  Deane  Drake,  eight  trout,  101b.,  best 
21b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Jones,  six  trout,  8Jlb., 
best  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Arundel  and  Mr.  Chisholm,  four- 
teen trout,  161b.  13oz,  best  fish  4lb.  loz.  Mr.  Clerk 
and  Mr.  HinchcJiff,  five  trout,  81b.  2oz.,  best 
21b.  1  oz.  June  14. — Mr.  Arundel,  four  trout,  3^1b., 
best  15oz ;  Mr.  Clerk  and  Mr.  HinchclifT,  five  trout, 
61b.  5oz.,  best  lib.  lOoz  ;  Mr.  Drake,  two  trout,  41b., 
best  1  lb.  lOoz.  June  15. — Mr.  Arundel,  four  trout, 
6lb.2oz.  best  .3J.b  ;  Mr.Hinchcliff ,  four  trout,  S-Jlb.  i^oz. 
June  16. — Mr.  Arundel,  ten  trout,  14Jb.,  best  SJlb.  ; 
Mr.  Hinchliff,  seven  trout,  71b.,  beat  l^lb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones,  three  trout,  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr. 
Herring,  nine  trout,  5 Jib.  June  18. — Mr.  Arundel 
and  Mrs.  Jones,  ten  trout,  11  Jibs.,  best  21b.  loz.  ; 
Mr.  Hinchliff  and  Mr.  Jones,  fourteen  trout,  18Jlb., 
beat  21b.  14oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Herring,  three  tront,  3Mb. 
— G.A. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 

The  following  were  the  best  takes  had  on  the 
different  waters  during  the  week  :  On  Drenane,  one 
of  twenty-one  brown  trout ;  on  Cummeravaing, 
one  of  thirty  ;  on  Coomcatcan  one  of  twenty-seven  ; 
on  Ooomavober,  one  of  twenty-nine ;  and  Eslcna- 
macteeree,  one  of  thirty-three. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Balliua,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  wm  good  on  the  river,  a  good  number  of 
grilse  being  got  with  the  fly  on  the  lower  and  upper 
reaches.  Good  fishing  is  expected  during  the  week 
as  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  fi&h.  Lough  Conn 
fLshed  well  last  week,  Mr.  Kompsey  getting  several 
grilse  and  Colonel  Woods  getting  some  more.  All 
the  rods  got  good  Hport,  as  there  is  a  good  number 
of  fish  on  the  lough  at  present.  There  were  some 
good  baskets  of  sea-trout  got  down  the  estuary 
bpinning  with  minnow. — John  DiiVEB.s. 

Mcy,  Loughs  Coun  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — All  the  pools  in  the  river  are  well  stocked 
with  grilso  and  whito  trout,  and  sport  is  just 
bfrginriing  hero.  Mr.  Kyvo.s,  three  grilse,  4lb.,  lib., 
51b.  ;  Dr.  Johnson,  fivo  grilse,  41b.,  Jilb.,  51b.,  51b., 
6Jlb  ,  and  one  salrnon,  121b.  ;  Capt.  B.  Lynch,  four 
grilse,  41b.,  41b.,  51b.,  5ilb. ;  Mr.  Adams,  one  salmon 
lolb.  ;  Mr.  liunchman,  three  gril-ie,  4lb.,  51b.,  51b. 


Dr.  Allman.  two  grilse,  8lb.,  two  salmon,  9lb.,  11  lb. ; 
Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore,  three  grilso.  101b.,  .51b.,  3Jlb., 
two  salmon,  101b.,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Kempsey  and  Mr. 
Tnglaaid.  eight  grilse,  3ilb.,4lb.,  5lb.,  .51b.,  41b.,  5Ib., 
31b.,  4Jlb.  ,  Mr.  Scroop,  two  grilse,  51b.,  41b. ;  Mr. 
SuUiman,  three  grilse,  51b  ,  61b.,  41b  ,  one  salmon 
91b  ;  Dr.  Caraton,  two  grilse,  51b.,  41b.  Sea-trout 
anglers  are  having  good  sport  on  the  river.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  loughs  has  been  fair.  Several  fin« 
trout  have  been  got.  As  I  am  writing  a  little  rain 
is  falling  which  is  sure  to  increase  the  number  of 
grilse  and  sea-trout  in  the  river.  Good  sport  is 
expected  for  next  week. — Pat  Hearns. 

Fonto9U  (Angleors'  Hotel). — Fishing  here  for 
the  leist  week  was  very  good.  Mayor  Bell  creeled  a 
few  dozen  of  trout  averaging  21b.  ;  Mrs.  BpII  got 
some  beauties  up  to  31b.  ;  Captain  Tancard,  five 
erilse,  61b.  and  71b.  ea«h,  and  two  dozen  of  trout ; 
Miss  Tancard  got  a  few  good  trout  up  to  31b.  ; 
Mr.  Roach,  seven'  grilse,  averaging  61b.  ;  Colonel 
Owen,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  61b.  A  lot  of  salmon 
up  on  the  pools,  trout  taking  very  well. — P.  G. 
Coghlan. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Weather  showery 
with  occasional  thunder.  Water  in  nice  order.  On 
Newgarden.  Mr.lAstley  Creswick  killed  eleven,  4ilb., 
41b.,  olb.,  3ilb.,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b  ,6Jlb.,51b.,  5lb. ; 
the  fishermen,  one  peal,  5lb.  On  Summarhill,  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Ingham,  killed  1  peal,  5^b.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  Carlton  Cross  killed  thirteen  peal,  6^\h.,  64^1b., 
3ilb.,  4ilb.,  61b.,  741b.,  41b.,  SJlb.,  51b..  4Jlb.,  5jlb., 
41b.,  and  51b.  On  the  Worldsend.  Mr.  E.  Gerald 
Ingham  killed  two  peal,  51b.  and  3|lb.  On  Wood- 
lands, Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  three  peal,  2 Jib., 
4^1b.,  and  5lb. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry). — No 
anglers  have  been  out  during  the  week,  but  a  start 
will  be  made  this  week,  and  good  sport  is  looked 
forward  to  both  at  sea  and  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (June  15). — At  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  one,  two  or 
three  persevering  anglers  visited  the  Stockalper 
water,  and  caught  several  nice  trout  with  artificial 
May  Flies,  Red  Palmers,  and  the  good  old  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  near  the  Gendarmerie  of  Porte  du  Seex 
and  further  up  stream  ;  but  so  far  as  non-resident 
anglers  are  concerned  fishing  for  sport  in  this 
neighbourhood  has  almost  ended  for  the  present, 
visitors  having  left  in  such  numbers  for  cooler 
regions.  Even  if  it  w«re  otherwise,  the  struggle  with 
heat,  horse-flies,  and  advancing  vegetation  along 
the  streams  is  becoming  too  arduous  to  be  worih 
enduring.  After  n^xt  week  and  for  some  time  to 
come  the  native  Swiss  pothunter,  with  his  long 
bamboo  rod  and  worm,  minnow,  or  sauterelle,  will 
be  almost  the  only  wanderer  along  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone  Valley  streams,  plying  the  craft  of  the 
angler  in  search  of  trout  or  coarse  fish.  The  best 
catch  I  have  heard  of  for  the  week  was  one  of 
eight  trout,  including  a  fish  of  over  1  lb.,  taken  by 
that  local  champion  the  worthy  secretary  of  the 
Montreux  Club.  While  writing  I  learn  of  a  gentle- 
man having  caught  seventeen  trout  to-day  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  Stockalper,  ranging  from  1  lb.  to 
ilb.  and  some  less.  There  were,  however,  few 
May  Flies  on  the  water. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Darrynana  (00.  Kerry). — The  weather  has 
changed  and  is  now  overcast  and  showery.  Sport 
has  shown  much  improvement  in  the  pollack 
department  both  in  the  rock  fishing  and  boat 
fishing.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Improved  conditions  of 
weather  have  brought  about  a  great  improvement 
in  local  sport,  poutings  being  taken  daily  in  im- 
mense numbers,  and  nursedogs  making  a  consider- 
able show,  but,  unfortunately,  pollack  have  not  yet 
put  in  an  appearance,  and  flatfi&h  of  all  kinds  are 
being  caught  in  but  very  limited  numbers.  The 
water  is  at  present  extremely  clear  and  bright,  and 
a  strong  south-west  breeze  might  probably  bring 
about  material  improvements.  On  J une  15  our  pier 
patrons  comprised  Messrs.  Brummum,  Pierpoint, 
Belcher,  Band,  Turner,  Tress,  Branscombe,  Stait, 
W.  Dodd,  Adams,  Hume,  and  A.  E.  Collier.  Sport 
proved  very  tame  throughout  the  entire  day,  little 
else  but  a  few|nurse-dogs  being  caught,  but  Mr.  Dodd 
secured  a  conger  of  41b.  weight,  and  a  number  of 
small  dubs  were  also  creeled.  Additional  anglers 
on  June  lo  included  Miss  Morgan,  Mrs.  Pierpoint, 
Mr.  J.  Handley,  Mr.  C.  Mi.-kin,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr. 
Keefe,  Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  I'iper,  Mr.  S.  H.  Baker, 
Mr.  and  Master  Joe  Lambert,  Mr.  Palmer  and 
Master  R.  S.  Elkiu.  Poutings  took  the  baits  very 
freely,  and  al^nit  a  do/.en  dogfish  also  pamo  to  hand 


in  the  course  of  the  day.  Mr.  Waddell  had  five  nurse- 
dogs  early  on  the  folio  wing  morning  Mr.  Band  agood 
number  of  poutings,  and  Mr.  Handley' s  catch  in- 
cluded one  fine  dab.  June  18  was  a  perfect  day 
with  regard  to  weather,  but  the  only  fish  caught 
consisted  of  about  850  small  pouting,  thirteen  dog- 
fish, and  three  dabs.  Additions  to  the  nior  ranks 
on  this  day  were  Mrs.  Wood,  Mrs.  Tress,  Mr.  Sprat.t, 
Mr.  S.  E.  Wood,  Mr.  Cunnington.  Mr.  Crowhurst.  Mr. 
R.  Covington,  senr.,  Mr.  R.  Covington,  junr.,  Mr  J. 
Philp,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Sims,  llie  splendid  weather 
on  June  19  brought  out  a  good  array  of  anglers  of 
both  sexes.  Mr.  Stranach,  who  came  over  from 
Margate,  took  back  with  him  seventy- one  poutings 
and  five  dabs ;  Mrs.  Covington's  oatch  included 
one  red  gurnard ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Temple  creeled  a 
large  number  of  poutings,  Mr.  Lindaay  was  kept 
fairly  busy  throughout  the  day.  Mr.  Sims  hooked 
and  landed  ninety-fix  poutings  on  one  rod,  and 
Mr.  Pierpoint's  day's  catch  consisted  of' fifty-one 
poutings  and  a  small  codling  of  very  umisual 
colour — a  very  bright  chocolate,  similar  to  that  of 
the  rockling  tribe.  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar  and  Mr. 
Adams,  who  appeared  late  upon  the  scene,  were  busy 
during  the  evening  with  small  pouting,  and  the 
day's  catch  conld  not  have  numbered  less  than  a 
thousand  of  this  specie^.  Dogfish  were,  however, 
scarcer  than  usual,  and  only  nine  of  them  were 
landed,  nearly  all  on  mackerel  bait.  Early  fishers 
on  June  20  experienced  brisk  sport  for  a  time,  Mr. 
Waddell  getting  six  dogfish,  and  some  seven  other 
anglers  creeling  a  large  number  of  pouting,  but 
other  varieties  were  entirely  absent.  The  day's 
yield  fell  little  short  of  that  of  the  two  preceding 
ones,  and  no  strangers  put  in  an  appearance  except 
Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  Merley  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Cowell. — J. 
Richahdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Fine  weather.  Boats  out  every  day. 
Fair  sport  generally.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashby,  B.S.A.S., 
and  Mr.  Towers,  B.S.A.S..,  of  Kew' Gardens,  are  here, 
and  are  having  good  catches.  On  June  14,  forty 
bream,  one  conger,  one  ling,  four  bibs,  three  wrasse. 
On  June  15  (Mr.  Ashby  caught  a  specimen  cod  of 
22Ib.  weight),  two  conger,  four  pollack  (one  of  81b.), 
fifteen  pouting,  four  wrasse,  one  octopus;  Mr. 
Towers  had  at  one  time  a  moderate  size  conger  and 
the  octopus.  On  June  1 8,  one  pollack,  two  haddock, 
two  conger,  fifteen  bibs,  nine  mackerel,  twelve  large 
bream,  four  gurnard,  twenty-one  large  pout.  On 
June  19  the  weather  was  hazy,  and  could  not 
make  out  the  marks  ;  the  catch,  seventy  various — 
bream,  pouting,  gurnard,  etc.  On  June  15  I  went 
out  with  C.  Barnes,  boatman,  and  had  a  good  catch 
— fifteen  large  pollack,  thirty  bream  and  pouting, 
three  mackerel.  Captain  RoUeston,  B.S.A  S.,  and 
party,  forty  various,  bream  and  gurnard.  Whifiing 
and  rod  fishing  from  piers,  moderate  sport,  and  at 
Newlyn  a  few  grey  mullet. — J.  H.  Rowe. 

Plymouth. — The  past  week — in  fact,  at  the 
present  time — is  very  good  for  the  bass  fishermen  ; 
they  seem  to  be  over  all  parts  of  the  harbour. 
They  are  catching  some  very  fine  ones  at  the 
entrance  to  the  River  Lynher,  and  from  that  to 
Bull  Point,  further  down  also  off  Torpoint.  and  the 
entrance  to  Millbrook  Lake.  The  pier  fishermen 
are  taking  them  at  the  Promenade  Pier  after  dark. 
Some  very  fine  ones  are  carrying  off  the  gear  if  not 
of  sufiicient  strength ;  some  of  the  fish  are  3ft. 
long.  I  saw  last  night  a  nice  basket  of  bass  that 
were  taken  at  Laira  Bridge.  Up  the  Catte  Water 
there  are  a  lot  of  porpoises  in  the  Sound,  and  I 
believe  these  are  driving  the  bass  in  the  docks  and 
up  the  estuaries.  Some  fine  pollack  are  occasionally 
taken  with  the  bass  up  the  River  Yealm,  which  can 
be  easily  reached  by  taking  the  train  to  Steer  Point, 
where  a  steamer  plies  to  Newton  Ferrars,  and  there 
are  plenty  of  boats  to  be  obtained  there  ;  also  a 
comfortable  hotel  if  the  fisherman  wishes  to  make  it 
his  headquarters  for  a  few  days.  In  fact,  for  those 
who  do  not  like  the  motion  of  a  boat  there  is  good 
sport  to  be  had  from  the  hotel  pier. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Sea  anglers  are  now  having  a  good 
time  here,  as  fish  of  all  kinds  are  plentiful.  There 
have  been  a  good  few  bass  taken  in  the  Little  Sea, 
just  above  the  Ferry  Bridge,  also  some  nice  grey 
mullet.  W.  Moggeridge  has  had  some  large 
catches,  which  included  dog  fish,  spur  shark,  conger, 
skate  and  one  gurnard.  Captain  Martin,  fishing  from 
the  breakwater  fort,  has  had  two  or  three  good  bass, 
one  scaling  over  61b.  Rev.  R.  Penfold,  fishing  near 
the  breakwater  with  C.  Cook  (boatman),  has  had 
two  catches  of  1 10  and  120  whiting.  He  also  had 
some  mackerel.  Flounders  are  fairly  plentiful  in 
the  backwater,  also  eels,  while  to-night  (Wednes- 
day) bass  and  mullet  were  to  be  seen  rising  in  all 
directions ;  only  two  were  caught,  however,  Mr. 
R.  Cornick  taking  them  with  crab  bait.  They 
weighed  3Jlb.  and  3lb.  respectively.  There  is  a 
shore  compatition  to-night,  but  no  reports  are  to 
hand  yet. — Csas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 
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The  younrj  maid  stole  through  the  cottage  door. 
And  blu.sh'd  as  she  sought  the  plant  of  power  : 
"  Thou  silver  glow-worm.  Oh,  lend  me  thy  light, 
J  must  gather  the  mystic  St.  John's  Wort  to-night ! 
The  wonderful  herb  whose  leaf  will  decide 
Jf  the  coming  year  shall  make  me  a  bride.'" 

— Cawood. 


It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Blenheim  A.S.,  on  June  14. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  George  Geen,  with  Mr. 
E.  Blagrave  in  the  vice-chair.  There  was  a  full 
attendance,  and  Host  Sparks  supplied  a  splendid 
repast.  Excellent  music  was  sandwiched  between 
the  toasts.  The  Chairman,  in  distributing  the 
prizes  tathe  successful  winners,  had  a  kind  word  for 
each  recipient.  The  club  is  deservedly  popular  and 
going  strong. 


Freshwater  Fish  as  Bait. 
I  HAVR  heard  that  "  the  receiver  is  worse  than  the 
thief."  Nous  verrons.  The  following  is  from  the 
Daily  Telegraph  of  June  21 : — "Mr.  Burdett  Ivens, 
solicitor,  made  an  application  before  Mr.  Plowden 
on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Pall  Mall,  for  a 
summons,  under  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act, 
against  a  person  purcliaaing  freshwater  fish  during 
the  close  season.  Messrs.  Hardy,  in  May,  were 
summoned  for  selling  fresliwater  fish  preserved  in 
bottles  for  using  as  bait,  and  the  firm  now  wished 
to  summons  the  purchaser  of  the  fish,  because  the 
purchaser  was  liable  under  the  Act,  which  included 
buyer  and  seller  in  its  terms.  The  summons  was 
granted." 


I  AM  in  receipt  of  the  book  of  rules  and  prize-list 
of  the  Oglander  Piscatorial  Society  for  season 
1906-7.  Tliis  progressive  soeuetyihas  150  members, 
who  are  catered  for  most  liberally.  There  are  Sunday 
and  week-day  competitions  to  the  number  of  nine- 
teen (exclusive  of  the  five-guinea  cup  outing),  besides 
several  "  specials."  Altogether  prizes  are  offered  to 
the  value  of  £60.  Under  the  secretaryship  of  Mr. 
R.  E.  Sprules  tlie  Oglanders  have  a  bright  future  to 
look  forward  to.  They  are  all  good  sportsmen,  and 
I  wish  them  continued  success. 


Ye  Old  Rye  House,  down  by  the  River  Lea,  is 
under  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  W.  Abel.  He  has 
issued  a  code  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  visitors. 
He  also  states  that  "  a  good  stock  of  skate,  herrings, 
cod,  etc.,  is  always  on  hand  to  enable  imsuccessful 
anglers  to  return  home  with  a  full  basket  and  a 
decent  yarn."  Also  that  "  the  head  waiters, 
having  very  little  to  do,  will  always  be  very  pleased 
to  look  after  young  children  ;  they  will  be  provided 
with  feeding  bottles  and  aprons,  to  enable  them  to 
do  the  wet  nurse  business  for  a  small  charge — 
namely,  first  five  minutes,  one  guinea  ;  half-price 
afterwards."  N.B. — All  crabs  caught  by  visitors 
when  boating  must  be  brought  to  the  hotel,  where 
they  will  be  preserved  in  glass  cases. 


"  A  May  Fly  Nest." 

Speaking  to  a  young  gentleman  who  had  just 
returned  from  a  whole  month's  holiday  in  the 
country  (the  first  month  lie  had  ever  spent  out  of 
London),  and  who  had  been  making  himself  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  names  of  all  the  different  sorts 
of  trees,  flowers,  birds  and  insects  he  could  find, 
he  told  me  finding  nests  was  his  favourite  hobby. 
I  asked  him  whether  the  May  Fly  had  been  much  in 
evidence.  "  Oh,  yes,''  he  said  ;  "  they  are  par- 
ticularly prolific  this  season,  strong  and  healthy  ; 
in  fact,  every  May  Fly  nest  I  came  across  contained 
thousands,  just  hatching  out."  He  is  going  away 
again  for  a  week  in  July,  and  has  promised  to  bring 
me  a  nest  or  two — if  the  boys  have  not  stolen  all 
their  eggs.  I  told  him  a  mare's-nest  would  do  ; 
and  he  says  I  shall  have  one. 


"  Carmen-Sylva,"  the  child-soprano,  proved  in 
her  concert  at  the  Steinway  Hall  a  vocalist  of 
rarest  gifts.  In  so  yoimg  a  singer — only  eleven 
years  old — the  possibilities  of  greatness  are  almost 
unlimited.  It  is  not  only  melody  which  delights 
the  listener,  but  the  intelligence  of  the  child  which 
wins,  and  shows  she  understands  the  songs  she 
sings.    She  was  well  supported. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Gilbert  Shorta,  one  of  our  most  refined 
elocvitionists,  met  with  a  good  reception  on  June  16 
at  Steinway  Hall.  Seeing  his  excellent  dramatic 
ideas,  I  should  advise  the  stage  instead  of  the 
platform.  Mr.  Stanley  Adams.  Julius  Falk,  and 
the  famous  Canadian  singer.  Miss  Jean  Newman, 
were  in  the  high-class  programme.    


In  my  notes  of  Juno  9  I  spoke  very  highly  of 
"  Esco  "  wheat  as  a  bait  for  roach,  dace,  etc.  Since 
then  I  have  received  a  sample  of  "  pearl  barley," 
which,  when  well  soaked,  is  also  a  good  bait  for 
the  hook,  as  well  as  for  ground-bait.  It  is  beauti- 
fully white  and  very  glutinous,  thereby  causing  it 
to  adhere  to  the  hook,  and  conseqiiently  less  liable 
to  be  washed  off.  It  may  be  had  from  the  Albion 
Granaries,  where  they  sell  the  wheat.    (See  advt.) 

*  *  *  « 

I  have  been  Beverely  censured  (on  paper)  for 
writing  for  "  Old  Stagers."  What  I  said  about 
"  old  stagers  "  was  that  they  knew  the  advantage 
of  stewed  wheat  as  bait.  However,  in  answer  to 
several  inquiries  as  to  How  to  Prepare  it,  there  are 
several  ways.  But,  first  of  all,  I  am  asked  to 
explain  the  moaning  of  the  word  "  creed." 

*  *  *  * 

Look  in  any  dictionary  you  like  (I  have  looked  in 
five)  and  you  will  have  it  in  once.  "  Creed :  a 
summary  of  articles  of  faith."  Credo  {I  believe)  that 
if  you  Hat  up  all  night  to  prepare  any  or  all  of 
the  "  articles  "  of  faith  it  would  be  of  very  little  use 
for  the  capture  of  specimen  roach.  "  I  believe  " 
that  "creed"  wheat  means  "  stowed  "  wheat,  and 
some  care  and  attention  is  requisite  in  its  prepara- 
tion. According  to  on©  very  clever  and  successful 
angler  you  should 

*  *  *  * 

"  Procure  one  quart  of  wheat  (white  and  red 
mixed)" — so  you  see  roach  like  a  variety — "and 
place  it  in  any  earthenware  vessel  or  stone  jar 
capable  of  holding  six  quarts  of  water.  The  wheat 
must  bo  allowed  to  soak  for  a  period  of  twenty-four 
hours.  It  must  also  be  '  creed '  for  a  similar 
period  in  a  slow  oven,  after  which  it  should  come 
out  well  split  up  or  open.  .  .  .  The  oven  must  not  be 
too  hot  for  '  creeing,'  for  if  the  wheat  begins  to 
boil  the  substance  of  the  corns  (or  grains)  will  boil 
out  and  render  the  supply  utterly  useless." 

*  «  *  * 

"  Another  way,"  as  Mrs.  Glasse  ha.^  it,  although 
I  must  admit  that  she  has  not  told  us  how  to 
"  creo  "  wheat  in  any  of  her  (or  his)  cookery  books. 
First,  get  the  best  (juality  wheat  procurable. 
Soak  it  overnight  in  cold  water — all  day,  if  you  like. 
Then  take  a  handful  or  as  much  as  you  are  likely  to 
use  for  a  day's  fishing,  and  put  it  in  a  clean  saucepan. 
Let  it  simmer  (not  boil)  over  the  gas  or  fire  for,  say, 
an  hour.  Keep  it  jtist  covered  with  water,  or  it  will 
burn  ;  stir  once  or  twice  so  that  it  may  be  equally 
distributed.  New  wheat  "  creeds "  quicker  than 
(lid,  so  that  when  it  "  opens  out "  and  shows 
nice  and  white  it  is  ready  for  use. 

*  *  *  * 

That  is  my  way.  Chacun  d  son  goUt.  I'm  afraid 
my  oven  would  be  very  "slow"  in  twenty  -  four 
hours.  To  bait  the  hook,  one,  two,  or  three  "  corns  " 
may  be  used.  Some  large  fish  have  been  known  to 
have  small  appetites,  and  cried  "  peccavi "  after 
tasting  only  one  ;  but  I  use  two,  or  even  three. 
When  roach  are  in  a  feeding  humour  they  don't 
stop  to  count.  They  ju.st  go  for  it  like  a  moth  at 
"  the  garish  flame,"  and — wish  they  hadn't. 

*  *  *  * 

It  has  not  been  de-creed  that  fish  shall  take  any 
specific  bait ;  that's  why  we  tempt  them  with  paste, 
worms  (largo  and  small),  wasp  grub,  caddis,  bread- 
and-cheese,  and  even  bacon-rind.  What  fish  have 
been  known  to  take  and  what  they  have  not  is 
another  story,  and  must  be  saved  for  another  time. 
Meanwhile,  try  your  hand  at  "  creed  "  wheat.  It 
has  been  in  use  from  time  immemorial — ^that  is,  so 
long  as  wheat  has  been  grown,  and  dates  back 
longer  than  I  can  remember. 

*  *  *  * 

By  the  way,  there  is  just  another  farinaceous 
food  which  is  not  always  refused  by  aldermanic 
roach — that  is,  rice  ;  even  Chinese  and  Japanese 
roach  are  partial  to  it.  Don't  bother  about  "  cree- 
ing "  it — stew  it,  boil  it,  galop  it.  Put  half-a-pound 
of  the  best  Carolina  rice — always  get  the  best — - 
into  a  cloth,  and  cook  it  ,for  an  hour.  Leave  it 
room  to  "swell."  When  cold  you  can  cut  it  into 
slices.  What  the  roach  cannot  eat  may  be  eaten 
by  the  angler,  as  rice  is  beheved  to  be  very  nu- 
tritious with  jam  or  treacle. 


On  June  16  an  excursion  train  was  run  from 
Leeds,  arriving  at  Boroughbridge  at  3  p.m.,  and 
conveying  about  4.50  anglers  and  their  friends. 
About  half  this  number  went  on  to  Brafferton,  the 
next  station  to  Boroughbridge,  where  some  excellent 
fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  Swale.  Rain  threatened 
during  the  early  part  of  the  afternoon,  but  towards 
evening  the  weather  was  beautifully  fine.  Despite 
the  clearness  of  the  water,  and  the  river  being  at 
ordinary  summer  level,  some  heavy  baskets  of 
chub,  etc.,  were  taken. 


A  membeh  of  the  South-Wost  Piscatorials  weighed 
in  on  Sunday  last  l'241b.  9oz.  of  tench  (one  day's 
fishing).  The  largest  fish  weighed  31b.  IJoz.,  several 
of  31b.— fifty-eight  fish  in  all. 


It  is  reported  that  a  sturgeon  weighing  .5501b. 
was  captured  at  Coonagh,  Ireland,  recently,  whilst 
the  weir  men  were  fishing  for  salmon. 


In  last  week's  issue,  by  a  slip  of  the  pen,  I  referred 
to  that  bright  little  contemporary,  the  Call-Boy, 
as  being  published  monthly.  This  was  an  error, 
as  "  The  Boy  "  makes  a  weekly  appearance  every 
Friday  at  noon. 


Lady  Aberdeen  and  Angling. 

Mr.  Tim  M'Carthy,  practical  fishing-tackle 
maker,  Lancaster  Quay,  has  received  the  following 
letter  from  Lady  Aberdeen  : — 

"Viceregal  Lodge,  Dublin,  May  23,  1906.— 
Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  giving  me  a  sight  of  the 
old  newspaper  report  of  my  visit  to  Killarney,  when 
you  kindly  presented  me  with  an  address  (in  1894) 
and  a  selection  of  flies.  I  remember  the  occasion 
very  well.  I  have  shown  the  case  of  flies  you  were 
good  enough  to  give  me  last  Thursday  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, who  admires  them  very  much,  and  wlu) 
hopes  to  use  some  of  them. — Yours  very  truly, 
Isabel  Aberdeen" 


Whilst  fishing  in  the  Tern,  near  Market  Drayton, 
recently,  Mr.  A.  J.  Maydew,  of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
hooked  a  fish,  which  broke  away  with  fly  and  gut. 
Six  days  later,  however,  Mr.  Maydew  again  fished 
in  the  same  spot,  and  curiously  enough  had  the 
satisfaction  of  landing  the  trout  which  had  pre- 
viously escaped  him,  and  which  still  had  in  its 
mouth  the  fly  attached  to  about  8ft.  of  gut.  The 
trout  is  a  large  and  well-shaped  specimen,  and  is 
being  preserved  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Corbin,  Ringwood, 
Hants, 


A  Philosophy  of  Life. 

When  the  weather  suits  you  not. 

Try  smiling  ; 
When  your  coffee  isn't  hot. 

Try  smiling  ; 
When  your  neighbours  don't  do  right. 
Or  your  relatives  all  fight. 
Sure  it's  hard,  but  then  you  might 

Try  smiling.  — 
Doesn't  change  the  things,  of  course, 

Just  smiling. 
But  it  cannot  make  tliem  worse. 

Just  smiling. 
And  it  seems  to  help  your  case,  ] 
Brightens  up  a  gloomy  place. 
Then  it  sort  of  rests  your  face. 

Just  smiling. 


A  Ma.SS.^OHUSETTS  paper  says  :  "  Mr.  Johnson 
has  given  five  himdred  dollars,  with  his  sister-in-law, 
to  the  American  Board."  What  will  the  Board  do 
with  the  sister-in-law  ? 


On  June  13  Mr.  W.  P.  Morgan  captured  a  trout 
of  101b.  from  Lough  Mask.  It  has  been  sent  to 
Mr.  F.  T.  Williams,  10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C., 
for  preservation.  A  fine  pike  taken  last  March 
from  Hampshire  is  on  view  at  his  establishment. 


Returning  from  a  week-end  visit  to  his  aunt, 
Bertie  found  an  addition  to  the  family  in  the  person 
of  a  baby  sister.  Always  eager  to  be  the  first  to 
impart  news  he  flew  to  his  mother's  room,  and 
bursting  into  the  sick  chamber  announced  breath- 
lessly :  "  Mamma,  there's  a  new  baby  downstairs  !  If 
you  don't  believe  me  come  and  see." — New  York 
Press. 


An  Albany  watchmaker  to  whom  a  watch  that 
had  been  dropped  overboard  on  a  fishing  excursion 
was  taken,  found  that  some  of  the  works  were  so 
badly  rusted  that  they  were  useless.  "  If,"  said  he, 
"  you  had  dropped  your  watch  in  oil  as  soon  as  you 
took  it  out  of  the  water,  or,  better  yet,  have  dropped 
it  into  alcohol  or  any  kind  of  strong  liquor,  it  would 
have  cost  you  nothing  but  the  cleaning." 

*  *  *  * 

Thus  saith  Forest  and  Stream.  No  mention  is  made 
of  the  sea,  lake,  or  river  into  which  the  watch  had 
fallen — whether  salt  or  fresh.  The  watch  which 
was  recovered  twelv-e  months  after  its  immersion 
in  the  "  silvery  Thames  "  at  Marlow  was  foimd  in 
the  stomach  of  a  trout  going  to  time — the  suppo- 
Bition  being  that  as  the  watch  was  a  stem-winder 
the  fish  in  masticating  its  food  had  kept  it  -n-ound 
daily  !  Not  only  that,  the  water  of  the  Thames 
s  too  pure  to  rust  a  watch.  Dragnet. 
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TKe  Smolce  tkat  Satisfies. 

"L  extravagance  J*  la  perfection/' 

MilJ.  5J.  per  oz.        TL  iT  O  jt 

roJ>ular,*t2d.l>er  oz* 


W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Sranck  of  tke  Xmpenal  rTokacco  Oo.  (of  Gt.  Britain  an<l 
Ireland)  Lftd.r  X|>swicli. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "  Insa  "  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  H  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler jwhoJiasJiOT 

JFull  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 

ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

N  E  WCASTLE-O  N-TYN  E. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
TACKLE.  

Otfi*  Special 

"Northumbrian" 
Salmon  Rods, 

in  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  two 
tops,  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bags,  complete, 
finest  finish,  9ft.  or  10ft.,  21/- ;  lift.,  22/-;  12ft., 
23/6;  13ft.,  25/6;  14ft.,  30/-;  I5£t.,  35/-; 
16£t.,  40/-  ;  17ft.,  45/- ;  18ft.,  50/- 

Our  Noted 

"Sylvan  Stream" 
Trout  Rods, 

made  of  the  best  selected  Greenheart  in  two  or 
three  joints,  cork  grip,  solid  winch  fittings,  spare 
top,  button  or  spike,  in  partition  bag,  complete, 
9ft.  to  lljft.,  25/6. 

This  rod  is  adapted  for  fishing  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm. 

WADERS,  ""p'lsSfjFstOCKINCSAND  TROUSERS, 

in  Fustian,  Sateen,  Angola,  and  Twill ;  all  guaranteed. 
Trousers,  28/-      Stockings,  16/6.       Best  Value  in  the  Market, 

Our  Stock  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout  anti  Loch 
Flies  are  tied  on  the  Premises  by  a  Reliable  and 

Expert  Staff. 

BROGUES— Canvas  and  Leather  Tops,  16/6.    Shoes,  12/6. 
Any  Pattern  made  to  order. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  CREELS,  SALMON  AND  TROUT  BAGS. 

Send  for  our  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  with  Map  and  Illustrated 

Catalogue.    3  Stamps. 

HENRY  A71VIURT0N,"""SRr"^ 

8  &  10,  Grainger  St.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  BEADY, 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 

AlOSO   J  VST  VUBLISBED. 

ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED" 


An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  Gr.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4|d.  post  free. 

WRITE  FOR    THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY, 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLy  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"Halcyon,  Leeds." 


Telegrams:  "REELS.  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10^  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 


The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  3finch,  12/6. 
TUB  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 


Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &e.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTBATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FBEB. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania 
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A  FINE  NENB  TROUT. 


A  FINK  trout  (Salmo  fario)  was  caught  on  Thurs- 
day (June  14)  at  Bugbrooke  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Moore. 
The  fish,  which  was  in  grand  condition,  measured 
21  Jin.  in  length,  12Jin,  in  girth,  and  weighed  4Jlb. 
The  Salmo  fario  (common  trout)  has  ordinarily  pink 
spots.  Some  of  the  loch  trout  of  Scotland,  all  of  the 
same  species,  have  black  spots.  Some  three  or  four 
years  since  Mr.  George  Eunson  put  into  the  river  in 
Cow  Meadow  and  other  parts  of  the  borough  a  quan- 
tity of  the  trout  hatched  at  the  reservoir,  from  the 
Loch  Leven  trout.  Mr.  W.  Tomalin  (an  authority  on 
angling)  has  known  several  instances  of  these  trout 
having  worked  their  way  up  to  higher  tributaries 
of  the  Nene,  especially  the  Heyford  branch.  They 
are  easily  distinguished  from  the  native  trout  by 
having  black  spots  instead  of  pink,  which  is  the 
colour  of  those  indigenous  to  these  rivers.  It  may 
be  observed,  however,  that  after  a  time  the  Scotch 
trout  assume  the  red  spots — no  doubt  owing  to  the 
water,  soil,  or  food.  Mr.  Tomalin  has  had  an  instance 
of  a  7lb.  trout  being  found  in  the  Heyiord  reach,  and 
last  year  Mr.  W.  A.  Barr,  of  Heyford,  showed  him 
one  of  over  51b.  taken  there.  He  adds  that  the 
common  Salmo  fario  trout  will  attain  great  size  in 
the  waters  of  the  Nene.  For  instance,  he  has  a 
trout  in  the  Northampton  Museum  which  was  taken 
at  Thrapston  Mill,  and  weighed  22pb.  He  has  also 
authenticated  information  of  a  trout  captured  in 
Spratton  Brook  two  years  ago,  weighing  161b.  ;  one 
at  Holdenby  Mill  on  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Day  was 
ejlb.  ;  and  as  a  lad,  in  1846  or  thereabouts,  he 
assisted  in  the  capture  of  one  at  Merry  Tom  that 
weighed  8lb.  2oz. — Northampton  Daily  Chronicle 
(June  16).   


HOLIDAY  NOTES. 


The  North-Eastern  Railway  Company  have  just 
opened  a  new  London  office  at  87,  Gracechurch- 
street,  E.G.,  and  have  established  there  a  holiday 
bureau,  at  which  all  information  and  literature  in 
regard  to  resorts  between  the  Humber  and  the 
Tweed  can  be  obtained,  and  a  very  fine  collection  of 
large  panoramic  and  other  photographs  of  places  of 
interest  seen.  Among  the  gratis  booklets  to  be 
obtained  from  this  railway  company  are  the  Lodg- 
ings List  (Northumberland,  Cumberland,  Durham, 
Westmorland  and  Yorkshire),  the  Tourist  Pro- 
gramme (with  information  about  special  travelling 
facilities),  the  "  North  by  East "  series  of  illustrated 
booklets  ("  Yorkshire  Coast,"  "  Wensleydale  and 
Swaledale,"  "  Ryedale,"  etc.),  and  the  official  time 
tables. 


Since  the  publication  by  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way of  a  series  of  attractive  and  interesting  booklets 
calling  attention  to  the  numerous  advantages 
which  the  line  presents  to  hohday-makers  of  all 
classes,  an  urgent  demand  has  arisen  on  the  part  of 
the  public  for  some  comprehensive  work  dealing 
with  the  health  and  pleasure  resort*  which  are  to  be 
found  almost  in  every  part  of  its  system.  AVith 
this  view  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company 
have  this  year  taken  into  their  own  hands  tlie  pub- 
lication of  the  annual  guide  to  its  different  tourist 
centres,  adding  at  the  same  time  several  new,  useful, 
and  attractive  features  to  what  has  been  done 
before,  and  giving  its  little  volume  the  name  of 
"  Holiday  Haunts."  A  work  like  this  will  assuredly 
be  invaluable  to  intending  excursionists.  The 
descriptive  portion  of  the  book  has  been  written 
with  the  view  of  calling  attention  to  the  historic 
surroundings  and  the  natural  attractions  of  the 
various  places  to  which  reference  is  made,  and  the 
text  has  been  artistically  illustrated  as  far  as  space 
would  permit.  A  glance  at  this  publication  will  at 
once  convince  the  reader  that  in  the  matter  of  health 
and  pleasxire  resorts  the  servi<^e  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  is  second  to  none  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Highland  Railway  have  just  issued  two 
handy  guide-books,  which  will  be  of  great  3er\ace  to 
tourists  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  One  of  them 
furnishes  a  list  of  lodgings  in  country  villages  and 
towns  served  by  the  company's  system,  the  other 
is  the  official  tourist  programme.  This  is  well 
illustrated,  and  gives  a  descriptive  sketch  of  the 
beauty  spots  and  places  of  interest  along  the  line 
of  route.  It  also  includes  a  special  supplement 
dealing  with  the  famous  golf  courses  in  the  High- 
lands. Either  volume  may  be  obtained  post  free 
on  application  to  T.  A.  Wilson,  general  manager. 
Highland  Railway,  Inverness  ;  or  to  W.  T.  Hedges, 
Ltd.,  Effingham  House,  Arundel-straet,  Strand,  W.C. 

The  growing  spirit  of  enterprise  animating  the 
great  British  railway  lines  finds  a  striking  illus- 
tration in  the  issue  of  a  seasonable  publication  by 
the  Great  Central  Company  of  an  Illustrated  Guide 
to  the  Fioturesque  Suburbs  of  London,  with  list  of 


Seaside,  Farmhouse,  and  Country  Lodgings  and 
Hotels  located  at  the  many  delightful  spots  and 
holiday  resorts  served  by  this  compan;v's  system. 
In  the  first  section  is  a  chapter  entitled  "  Live  in 
the  Country,"  which  graphically  describes  the  area 
of  charming  coimtry,  rich  in  historical  associations 
and  most  desirable  for  residential  purposes,  lying 
in  the  north-west  between  Hampstead  Heath  and 
the  Chiltern  Hills,  and  now  brought  within  easy 
access  of  the  metropolis  by  the  opening  of  the  com- 
pany's new  suburban  line.  Most  useful  information 
as  to  where  to  go,  how  to  get  there,  and  where  to 
stay  forms  the  concluding  portion  of  the  guide, 
and  should  be  materially  helpful  to  those  who  at 
this  time  of  the  year  are  contemplating  their  holidays. 
The  great  demand  for  this  beautifully  illustrated 
guide  has  necessitated  its  publication  in  two 
editions,  and  copies  of  the  first  can  be  obtained  at 
any  of  the  company's  stations  and  town  offices,  or 
will  be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  post-card  to 
Publicity  Department,  216,  Marylebone-road,  N.W. 

The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  numerous  and  important  additions 
and  improvements  in  the  train  service  will  be  made 
for  the  summer  months,  including  new  corridor 
trains  with  luncheon  and  refreshment  oars,  as  well  as 
sleeping  saloon  expresses  between  Euston,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow,  and  the  North,  in  both  direc- 
tions. Additional  express  trains  with  corridor, 
luncheon  and  dining  cars  will  also  be  established 
between  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Scotland. 
New  express  trains  for  tourists  and  families  will  bo 
run  from  Euston,  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, to  North  and  Central  Wales,  the  Cambrian 
Line,  Blackpool,  Morecambe,  and  the  English  Lake 
District.  The  train  service  between  Leeds,  Brad- 
ford, Halifax  and  Bristol,  the  West  of  Enghind  and 
South  Wales  will  be  improved  and  augmented. 


GALWAY  BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS 
OF  FISHERIES. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Galway  Board  of  Con- 
servators, held  at  the  Town  Courthouse,  Galway,  on 
Saturday,  June  9,  Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hallett  in  the  chair, 
the  subjoined  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
O'fflahertie,  seconded  by  Professor  Senier,  both 
elected  members  of  the  Board,  and  carried  unani- 
mously : — 

1.  That  the  Galway  Board  of  Conservators, 
having  carefully  considered  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
(Ireland)  No.  2  Bill,  are  of  opinion  that  both  in  its 
negative  and  positive  provisions  it  is  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  of  this 
district  and  of  Ireland  generally. 

2.  That  Boards  of  Conservators  in  Ireland  chiefly 
exist  for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  Irish 
salmon  and  trout  fisheries.  With  this  object  in  view 
they  appoint  large  numbers  of  bailiffs  to  police  the 
rivers,  to  look  after  the  river  gravel  and  breeding 
beds,  to  protect  the  young  fry,  etc.  ;  and  they 
prosecute  poachers  and  other  offenders  against  the 
fishery  laws.  For  these  purposes  they  are  provided 
with  a  special  fund,  legally  collected  from  Irish 
fishery  interests,  and  often  voluntarily  added  to  by 
fishery  proprietors.  Tliis  special  fund  is  their  only 
source  of  income,  and  is  independent  of  the  ordinary 
local  rates,  poor  rates,  etc.,  to  which  Irish  fisheries 
are  equally  subject  with  other  forms  of  Irish 
property. 

3.  That  the  present  constitution  of  Irish  Boards 
of  Conservators  is  grounded  on  the  principle  of 
government  by  tliose  who  are  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  Irish  fisheries,  and  who  pay  the  costs  of 
their  preservation  and  improvement.  On  these  lines 
owners  of  river  property  who  are  magistrates  and 
rod  licence  holders,  together  with  owners  of  several 
fisheries  rated  at  £100  a  year,  are  conservators 
ex-officio.  On  the  same  lines  other  conservators  are 
elected  by  the  licence-holders  generally  having  votes 
in  some  proportion  to  the  amount  of  licence  duty 
paid,  and  a  power  of  proxy  voting.  This  latter  power 
is  the  only  practical  means  by  which  anglers  who 
fish  in  Ireland,  bvit  who,  when  Irish  conservators 
are  elected,  are  scattered  in  England,  and  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  can  be  enfranchised. 

4.  That  the  new  Bill  in  its  negative  aspect  destroys 
the  ex-officio  qualification  of  the  riparian  owner  who 
is  a  magistrate  and  licence-holder,  lo  ers  the  elective 
powers  of  the  large  several  fishery  owners  and  licence- 
holders,  and  destroys  the  proxy  vote  of  the  absent 
angler  or  other  absent  licensee. 

5.  That  the  Bill  in  its  positive  or  constructive 
aspect  in  the  place  of  these  disestablished  interests 
gives  a  predominant  power  to  the  Irish  local  councils, 
county,  district,  and  borough.  The  members  of  these 
councils  have  no  direct  interest  in,  practical  know- 
ledge of,  or  responsibility  for  fisheries,  and  are 
elected  for  quite  other  purposes.  They  are,  more- 
over, elected  by  those  who  contribute  nothing  to 


the  upkeep  of  the  fisheries,  and  have  no  interest 
in,  or  responsibility  for,  their  preservation'  and 

prosperity. 

6.  That  as  regards  the  predominant  power'of  the 
local  councils  under  the  Bill,  this  Galway  District 
comprises  parts  of  four  counties — Galway,  Clare, 
Mayo,  Roscommon.  The  elected  conservators  of  the 
district  are  eight  in  number,  and  there  is  one  several 
fishery  owner  who  is  a  conservator  ex-officio,  but  the 
nominees  of  the  local  councils,  accorditig  to  this  Bill, 
might  be  at  least  forty-five  in  number,  and  thus 
entirely  swamp  all  other  interests  put  together. 

7.  That  such  a  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators is  contrary  to  more  than  fifty  years  of 
practical  experience  in  Ireland  ;  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  mode  of  government  of  fisheries  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  has  never  been  recom- 
mended by  any  commission  that  has  sat  on  fishery 
matters.  In  the  Irish  County  Councils  Act  of  1898, 
cap.  37,  s.  37,  there  is  a  provision  by  which  local 
councils  may,  under  certain  conditions,  contribute 
to  the  funds  of  Boards  of  Conservators  and  be 
represented  on  them.  This  Bill  is  a  Bill  to  enable 
these  councils  to  dominate  Boards  of  Conservators 
without  contribution. 

8.  That  such  a  Bill,  it  is  submitted,  is  contrary  to 
the  fundamental  principle  of  all  self-government. 
It  established  representation  without  rating,  manage- 
ment without  contribution,  power  without  respon- 
sibility ;  and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  subversive 
of  the  interests  of  Irish  fisheries.  It  may  be  ques- 
tioned whether  popularly  elected  councils  in  Ireland 
are  as  such  an  appropriate  authority  to  enforce  Irish 
Fishery  Ltfws  against  poachers  and  other  offenders. 
The  duty  is  essentially  one  of  police,  requiring 
specific  knowledge  of  fishery  law  and  fact,  but  in  any 
case  to  make  these  councils  administrators  of  a 
fishery  fund  to  which  they  contribute  nothing,  and 
to  give  them  predominant  power  over  fishery 
interests  to  which  they  have  practically  no 
elective  responsibility,  must  be  bad  in  principle,  and 
injurious  to,  if  not  destructive  of,  the  important 
inland  fisheries  of  Ireland. 


BLENHEIM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annua]  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Jime  14  at  the  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'-road,  W., 
when  the  president,  Mr.  George  Geen,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  \E.  Blagrave  the  vice-chair.  There 
was  a  large  gathering  of  members  and  friends, 
including  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (Fishing  Oazette)  and 
Mr.  J.  Amatt,  of  the  Oxford  and  Bostonian  AngUng 
Societies.  The  arrangements  for  the  dirmer  were 
carried  out  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Sparks,  the  host,  and  gave 
every  satisfaction. 

The  chairman,  having  given  "  The  King,"  which 
was  received  in  the  usual  loyal  manner,  the  musical 
part  of  the  programme  was  proceeded  with.  Mr. 
Wood-Barrett  (baritone),  who  was  heard  at  his  best, 
was  accorded  much  applause,  and  Mr.  Hibberd's 
comet  solos  were  greatly  appreciated.  Mr.  J. 
Marks  also  kindly  contributed  songs. 

Mr.  Armitage,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
Society,"  said  that  the  roll  of  members  was  almo.-!t 
full,  and  that  the  society  was  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  Mr.  Barnes  replied.  In  the  course  of 
the  evening  the  prizes  won  during  last  season  were 
distributed,  the  principal  recipients  being :  Mr. 
T.  Adams,  trout ;  Mr.  Braddick,  perch ;  Mr. 
Beatley,  chub ;  Mr.  Cracknell,  dace ;  Mr.  Hail- 
stone, roach  ;  Mr.  Metz,  pike  ;  Mr.  Rodbur,  barbel ; 
Mr.  J.  Wilkinson,  tench  ;  and  Mr.  Wood-Barrett, 
bream  and  roach.  Mr.  Metz  was  also  the  fortimate 
winner  of  the  club  championship  cup. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Chairman "  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Derry.  Mr.  George  Geen,  who  is  a  son  of  the 
honoured  president  of  the  London  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, and  who  so  ably  occupied  the  chair  during  the 
evening,  is  the  president  of  the  Blenheim  A.S.,  and 
on  rising  to  respond  received  quite  an  ovation.  He 
reviewed  the  conduct  of  the  society  for  several 
years  past,  congratulated  them  iipon  the  acquisition 
of  their  well-stocked  fishery,  and  promised  to  assist 
them  in  every  possible  way  to  maintain  their 
efficiency.  His  healtli  was  drank  with  musical 
honours. 

A  hst  of  prizes  for  the  current  season  was  opened 
and  receivsd  very  acceptable  support,  and  it  was 
decided  to  put  up  another  club  cup  for  competition 
this  season. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  in  proposing  "  Tlie  Press," 
extolled  the  many  advantages  derived  by  anglers 
and  angling  societies,  and  the  great  assistance  they 
received  from  the  angUng  Press,  without  which  he 
considered  they  would  be  lost.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard, 
who  met  with  a  most  cordial  welcome,  suitably 
replied. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
artistes,  and  to  Host  Sparks,  followed  by  the 
National  Anthem,  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening 
to  an  end.  H. 
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ifloles  from  lf)e  ^orl^. 

The  rivers  are  dead  low,  and  sport  all  over  at  a 
discount. 

The  grilse  are  running  m\ich  thicker  now,  and 
make  the  best  show  compared  with  that  of  salmon 
or  sea-trout. 

Grilse  are  selling  at  Is.  3d.  and  Is.  4d.  per  lb. 
(wholesale)  in  the  Aberdeen  market,  which  is  similar 
to  the  London  market. 

Angling  on  Speyside  last  week,  Sir  Ford  North 
had  a  fine  fish  of  14lb.  on  the  Carron  House  water, 
where  lots  of  fish — mostly  "  red  "  ones  now — have 
been  creeled  during  the  week. 

Sir  Francis  Laking  has  been  angling  the  Dee  at 
Balmoral  since  the  early  days  of  June,  and  had 
fairly  good  sport.  One  day  last  week  he  had  three 
fish  to  his  own  rod. 


On  the  Glentana  and  Dinnet  sections  sport  has 
been  very  rife  of  late,  and  on  June  4  some  twenty- 
seven  fish  were  got  by  the  various  rods  out.  It  is 
the  best  day  of  the  season  as  yet. 

Keeper  Grant  has  been  exceedingly  successful  on 
the  Don,  Pitmedden  waters,  and  on  June  15  had  a 
salmon  of  81b.  ;  on  June  16,  three  trout,  scaling 
')i\h..  in  the  aggregate  ;  and  on  June  18,  a  fine  salmon 
of  1 1  lb.    This  water  is  now  in  the  market. 


A  salmon  of  SC^lb.  was  got  in  the  Don  nets  this 
(Tuesday)  morning.  There  were  other  big  fish,  but 
this  is  the  top  weight  of  the  season. 

The  evenings  now  are  the  only  times  when  any- 
thing like  good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Don, 
Deveron,  etc.,  on  flies  of  the  smallest  size. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 


pFoviiieial  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  coarse  fish  anglers  turned  out 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last.  The  Avon  and 
Severn  were  well  patronised,  and  the  caneJs  were 
also  visited.  There  were  a  few  opening  contests 
for  prizes  left  over  from  last  season.  The  Great 
Western  and  Midland  Railway  Companies  are  putting 
on  special  trains  for  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. This  is  a  great  boon  to  us,  as  we  can  travel 
much  quicker  and  have  more  time  for  fish- 
ing. The  roach  that  have  been  taken  are  not 
in  good  condition.  The  fish  taken  from  the  Severn 
are  in  better  condition  than  the  Avon  or  any  of 
our  other  waters.  We  have  had  some  heavy 
showers  which  has  done  much  to  put  all  our  waters 
in  capital  order.  The  reports  to  hand  point  to 
the  present  seMon  being  one  of  the  best  we  have 
had  for  some  years.  With  the  grand  change 
in  the  weather  trout  fishing  has  been  good ; 
the  Birmingham  Fly  Fishers  have  had  good 
sport  on  the  Blythe  at  Hampstil  Redware;  good 
sport  hjis  been  had  on  the  Teme  at  Ludlow.  Two 
of  our  members  had  grand  sport  on  the  Arrow  near 
Leominster  with  the  May  Fly,  and  on  our  waters 
near  to  the  city  good  ',sport  has  been  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
June  14,  when  the  two  places  selected  by  the 
committee  for  the  forthcoming  annual  contest 
were  submitted  to  the  delegates  —  the  Thames 
at  Abingdon,  and  the  Nene  at  Thrapstone. 
Upon  the  vote  being  taken  t  he  latter  place  was 
selected  by  a  large  majority.  The  consent  of  the 
riparian  owners  has  been  obtained  to  fish  both  sides 
of  the  river,  this  will  prevent  the  contestants  from 
having  long  distances  to  walk.  Owing  to  the  increase 
of  members  it  is  anticipated  that  over  1500 
members  will  compete.  The  gold  medal  presented 
by  the  Evening  Dispatch  will  go  to  the  member 
taking  the  largest  roach.  The  financial  condition 
of  the  Association  is  all  that  can  be  wished  for, 
there  are  now  7561  members  enrolled.  Earlswood 
Reservoir  is  now  open  to  a  limited  number  of 
subscribers  at  one  guinea  per  rod  ;  the  water  is  well 
stocked  with  fish  and  the  complement  of  members 
will  soon  be  obtained. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

So  far  as  the  Fen  district  is  concerned  the  angling 
season  has  commenced  in  the  most  promising 
fashion.  The  fish  are  forward  for  the  time  of  year, 
although  two  or  three  weeks  must  elapse  before  the 


roach  have  thoroughly  recovered  from  the  spawning 
process.  Most  of  the  Fen  watercourses  are  reported 
to  be  literally  full  of  fish.  I  hear,  however,  that 
the  Forty-foot  is  running  rather  low  along  the 
middle  reaches,  and  this  is  probably  owing  to  clean- 
ing operations  going  on  higher  up  the  river.  So  far 
as  the  Witham  and  Welland  are  concerned,  encour- 
aging reports  are  to  hand,  but  there  is  a  good  bit  of 
weed  cutting  to  do  yet  before  the  sport  can  become 
general. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Ancholme  is  in  first-class  condition 
and  fish  well  on  the  move,  bream  of  1  Jib.  and  21b. 
each  being  caught  as  low  down  the  river  as  Ferriby 
Sluice,  and  on  June  16  a  Gainsborough  angling 
club  fished  a  pegged  down  match  at  Brandy  Wath, 
and  had  excellent  sport,  the  first  prize  winner, 
Mr.  W.  Wilkinson,  weighing  in  111b.  lljoz. 
Some  fairly  good  catches  have  also  been 
made  by  Brigg  anglers,  and  by  anglers  from 
Hull,  at  Appleby  Bridge,  Coal  Dyke-end,  Saxby, 
and  Hookstow.  The  River  Ludd  is  also  reported 
in  fair  condition,  the  Grimsby  anglers  having  fair 
sport  at  Fulstow,  Firebeacon,  and  Austin  Fen.  The 
River  Hull  is  in  grand  condition  this  week,  and 
literally  alive  with  fish  ;  and  during  the  week  some 
nice  samples  have  been  secured,  amongst  which 
have  been  roach  up  to  1  lb.  2joz.,  especially  in  the 
tidal  waters  at  Aike  Beckend,  where  some  good  perch 
have  been  taken  with  worm  fishing  ;  Leven  Lock, 
Pulfin,  Hull  Bridge,  and  Beverley  Beck-end,  where 
some  nice  bream  are  being  secured  with  meggots ;  and 
at  Wawne  on  June  16,  one  angler,  amongst  other 
fish  had  a  nice  trout  of  lib.  2oz.,  all  secured  with 
maggot  fishing.  The  Beaver  Angling  Association, 
of  Beverley,  fished  a  match  in  the  river  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Mr.  Horace  Thompson  securing  first 
honours.  The  Shipwright  Arms  Club,  of  Hull, 
fished  a  match  at  the  same  place,  Mr.  W.  Harmer 
topping  the  prize  winners. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Pearsall,  who  in  last  week's 
issue  writes  that  the  trout  angling  in  Windermere 
may  be  said  to  be  over  for  the  season  of  1906,  and 
to  summarise  it,  it  may  be  said  that,  taken  on  the 
whole,  a  more  wretched  season  for  the  general 
public  has  not  been  for  years.  It  is  no  pleasure  to 
me  to  have  to  write  thus  about  the  lake,  but 
facts  are  facts,  whatever  may  said  or  urged  to 
the  contrary,  and  one  can  only  hope  that 
1907  will  make  amends.  I  am  fully  in  accord 
with  Mr.  Pearsall  when  he  states  that  the 
weather  was,  generally  speaking,  against  the  May 
Fly  season,  most  days  during  that  time  being 
chiefly  noticeable  for  a  maximum  of  sun  and  a 
minimum  of  wind,  but  there  were  odd  days,  here 
and  there,  when  the  conditions  were  favourable, 
and  on  those  days  you  could  not  stir  the  trout, 
neither  did  they  stir.  With  the  exception  of  a  very 
uncertain  and  fitful  rise  of  fish,  which  will  come  on 
towards  the  close  of  the  season,  anglers  in 
Windermere  will  now  have  to  content  them- 
selves with  perch  or  pike,  and  a  little  trout 
trolling.  I  might  say  that  the  last  time  I 
was  up  at  the  lake  the  only  fish  that  could 
be  induced  to  rise  at  the  fly  were  the  perch.  One  of 
these  fish  was  also  taken  by  Mr.  Biglandon  his  deep 
char  tackle — a  most  unusual  occurrence.  Evening 
and  night  fishing  has  improved  in  the  stream,  and 
some  nice  trout  are  being  creeled.  Capt.  Morris 
had,  amongst  others,  three  over  1  lb.  apiece  from 
the  Levens  Park  water  of  the  Kent  on  June  14,  and 
Dr.  Leeming  had  a  good  one  of  19oz.  from  the  same 
place  on  June  18.  Higher  up  the  stream,  on  the 
Kent  Angling  Association  waters,  Mr.  S.  Allen  had 
half  a  dozen  the  other  evening,  which  averaged 
close  on  12oz.  apiece,  while  on  Cowanhead  dam 
Mr.  Tebay  killed  sixteen  good  trout  on  Monday 
night,  Mr.  Sill  taking  a  dozen  from  the  same  place 
the  previous  Saturday,  four  of  them  being  12oz. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  there  has  been  a  re- 
action after  the  recent  popular  holidays.  Several 
important  matches  were  practically  neglected  last 
Saturday,  and  both  the  entries  and  the  sport 
obtained  were  disappointing.  Our  rivers,  the 
Ribble,  Lune,  and  Wyre,  with  our  popular  Bollin, 
have  been  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  only  early 
and  late  in  the  day  did  it  repay  to  try  them,  all 
being  low  and  clear,  and  the  hot,  brilliant  weather 
completed  the  difficulties.  Coarse  fish  are  not  in 
condition,  especially  roach,  which  are  remarkably 
backward  with  spawning. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Although  last  Saturday  was  opening  day  for 
coarse  fishing  the  turn  out  was  not  so  large  as 
expected.    Probably  our  men  had  not  recovered 


from  the  dissipations  of  Whitsuntide,  either  finan- 
cially or  from  the  disappointments  of  the  holidays. 
We  are  now  in  the  thick  of  club  contests,  which 
will  be  largely  in  evidence  for  weeks  to  come,  and  at 
present  monopolise  our  attention.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  are  promoting  a  testimonial  match  for  one 
of  their  members,  whose  health  has  broken  down. 
This  is  another  argument  in  favour  of  a  benevolent 
fund.    When  shall  we  have  one  ? 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Many  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  various  reaches 
of  the  Trent  since  Monday,  and  at  Hazleford  and 
Fiskerton  dace  have  shown  very  good  sport  to  the 
maggot  or  gentle — they  were  chiefly  caught  in  the 
rapids,  plenty  of  ground-bait  being  used.  On  Tues- 
day night  chub  and  dace  were  creeled  with  the  (ly 
at  Wiiford,  and  "  surface  whiffing "  this  season 
promises  to  command  a  large  number  of  votaries. 
At  Shardlow,  recently,  Mr.  T.  Large  caught  a  hand- 
some trout  of  IJlb.,  and  in  the  early  days  of  the 
present  week  one  or  two  other  visitors  scored 
amongst  dace  and  chub  with  the  caddis  grub.  The 
latter  are  still  in  poor  condition  and  ought,  perhaps, 
to  be  left  alone  for  at  least  another  three  weeks. 
Trouting  is  about  over,  and  all  things  considered 
the  season  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous  one.  Most 
of  the  fish  have  been  landed  in  the  Fiskerton  district 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the  Greet. 
Last  Saturday  and  Sunday  heavy  showers  fell,  and 
it  was  hoped  they  would  bring  on  a  rise  of  the  river, 
but  the  change  only  amounted  to  a  few  inches. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  opening  day  of  the  coarse  fish  season  was  not 
what  anglers  could  wish  for  by  any  means,  the  latter 
half  of  the  day  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents, 
since  which  the  weather  has  been  warm  and  beauti- 
ful, and  many  rods  have  been  out ;  chub  fishing 
in  full  swing,  and  some  very  heavy  catches  have 
been  had,  there  being  an  abundance  of  fish  in  both 
Severn  and  Teme.  The  best  individual  catches  are 
Mr.  J.M.  Jones,  City  Club,  231b.,  on  June  16,  and  I51b. 
on  June  18  ;  Mr.  E.  Hill,  Working  Men's  Club,  41  lb. 
on  June  17  ;  Mr.  S.  Osborn,  same  club,  eleven  fish 
161b.  on  June  17,  and  sixteen  fish  201b.,  on  June  18 
Mr.  E.  Tyler,  York  House  Club,  a  creelful  on  June  17, 
seven  had  over  91b.  of  fish.  The  first  club  com- 
petition was  that  of  the  City  Club,  which  took 
place  on  their  club  water.  Lower  Teme,  and  about 
a  dozen  members  fished  in  all  the  rain.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  Bridger,  won  first  prize  with 
81b.  14joz. ;  Mr.  Abbott,  second,  41b.  15Joz. ;  third, 
Mr.  G.  Leach,  31b.  isjoz.  ;  fourth,  Mr.  Crouch, 
21b.  13Joz. ;  fifth,  Mr.  S.  Knight,  lib.  14oz.  The 
York  House  Club  fished  their  first  contest  at 
Pershore  on  June  17,  but  it  is  too  early  for  Avon 
fishing,  and  only  one  prize  was  taken.  The  Good 
Intent  Club  fished  their  6rst  contest  on  the  same 
day  and  place,  but  sport  was  very  poor  indeed. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  very  fair  this  week  with  the 
fly,  but  little  has  been  done  bottom  fishing. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  Angling  Society  (York) 
opened  the  coarse  fishing  season  on  June  16,  with 
a  sweepstakes  on  their  club  waters  at  Sutton-on- 
Derwent.  The  weather  was  enjoyable,  but  the 
water  was  very  low.  Four  hours'  nice  fishing  took 
place,  and  fish  was  caught  by  all  of  the  twenty-four 
competitors.  Mr.  W.  C.  Dungate  led  the  winners 
with  a  total  of  1  lb.  3Joz.  The  Navigation  Angling 
Society  visited  Newton-on-Ouse  for  their  inaugural 
match.  With  the  stream  low  and  clear,  only  small 
catches  resulted.  Fourteen  of  the  seventeen  mem- 
bers who  competed  caught  fish,  the  total  weight 
of  which  was  71b.  4oz.  Mr.  M.  Booker, 
1  lb.  2oz.,  was  first,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Palmer  secured 
the  special  prize  for  the  largest  fish,  a  flounder 
weighing  over  8oz.  There  is  now  good  fishing  on 
the  Codbeck,  Thirsk,  which,  with  other  waters  in 
the  district,  has  greatly  benefited  by  the  torrential 
rains  of  June  17.  The  Codbeck  is  well  stocked  with 
coarse  fish,  and  those  taken  during  the  week, 
though  generally  small,  were  in  good  condition.  A 
few  tine  specimens  of  chub,  barbel,  etc.,  were 
caught.  On  Monday  evening  the  Tadcaster  Angling 
and  Preservation  Society  made  their  yearly  dis- 
tribution of  prizes,  which  included  the  following: — 
Pike,  Mr.  J.  Gawthorne,  51b.  loz.  ;  chub,  Mr.  T. 
Gilbertson,  21b.  12oz. ;  roach,  Mr.  A.  Thompson, 
1  lb.  8Joz. ;  barbel,  Mr.  A.  Thompson,  41b.  2Joz. 
About  450  anglers  and  their  friends  made  an  ex- 
cursion from  Leeds  to  Boroughbridge  on  June  16. 
Some  big  baskets  of  coarse  nsh  were  taken  in  the 
Swale  at  Brafierton  and  neighbourhood.  The 
majority  of  the  party,  however,  caught  nothing, 
for  the  river  was  both  low  and  clear. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

On  June  17  the  weather  changed  to  rain  generally 
throughout  the  country,  and  up  to  time  of  writing 
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WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


UnetguBlled  for  its  excel' 
tent  Fishing,  Itotli  from 
SItore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  BlackeFel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 

Mr.  A.  BowELL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth;  or 

Mr.  0.  J.  EussTCMi, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 

SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

AHK  'l'llKi>U(ilI  TllK 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

offiriiil  Cuidi',  at.  Tcmrist  Vni|?i;imine  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MACBRAYNE,  Ltd  .  119,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Kiown  Trout.  The 
Gw^edoru  River  and  lyougli  Anure.  Having  this 
year  leased  all  the  lakes  on  Messrs.  Twigge  and 
Peebles'  Estate  with  trout  up  to  4  lbs.,  Anglers 
can  rel.v  on  good  round  si)ort,  coml)ined  with 
excellent  Hotel  Accommodation,  and  convenient 
to  Fishinj;  and  .Station.  8,000  acres  of  good 
mixed  SHOOTING  to  LET  from  12th  August.— 
Apply  PROPRIETOR,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 
Co.  Donegal. 

"  And  here  ami  there  a  hixty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  ijrai/ling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  ManagenuMit.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Graylings 
Fishing:  on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terras 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Teiibury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  TuuMAS  E.  Banks,  Manager. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  l)oat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 
 S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Large  Lake  and  River  Fishing  free  to 
Visitors  staying  at  Hotel.    Terms  very 
moderate.    Pull  particulars  of  K.  Vinje. 
VINJE  HOTEL, 
VOSSESTRANDEN,  NORWAY. 
Four  hours'  rail  and  two  hours'  drive  from  Bergen, 

isUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  montlis,  May, 
June,  .Inly.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  motor  car 
to  Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  Maoinnes. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCJRD,  UOLIWELL  FERRY,  eUNTS. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  {ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  Trout, 
Brown  Trout,  and  Sea  Fishing,  Aug., 
Sept.,  Oct.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured  of 
splendid  sport  with  Fly.  The  sporting 
Hotel  of  Shetland;  comfortable;  good 
cuisine ;  moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 

FISHING.  OOLF. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Vnfler  l>i.st,iugiii.shKil  J'at  rontii/e. 
Thisniuch-freiO'ented  andcomfortably-fiuiiiBhed 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Taritt  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  apjjlicatlou  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Viaitors'  Boole. 
"  Tlie  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  -Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere.  " 

FOR  WEEK  ENDS. 


THE  SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  new  management), 
RADCOT  BRIDGE,  RIVER  THAMES, 
FARIMGDOM,  BERKS, 

Beautiful  Scenery.    Exclusive  Fishing 
Rights.    Boating,  &c. 
Tebms  Strictly  Modkkate. 
Write  for  Tariff  to  the  Proprietor — 
SWAN  HOTEL,  RADCOT, 

FARINGDON. 


McCIRR'S  HOTEL, 

Louislturgli,  COm  Mayo, 
Irelandm 

Exclusive  right  of  Fishing  on  Louisburgh 
River  secured  from  the  Marquis  of  Sligo. 

River  strictly  preserved. 
Season  commenced  1st  June.  Tourist 

Car  passes  daily. 
Terms  and  Hotel  Tariff  on  application 
to  Proprietress—      MARY  McGIRR. 

SGHOENAU,  Blacif  Forest, 

Beautiful  Health  Resort.     Two  hours 
from  Basle. 

THE  SUN  HOTEL 


and  PARK  VILLA 

(Black  Forest  House.) 

With  modern  comforts ;  in  splendid 
situation.     Vast  and  Romantic  Park. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  (many  parts 
of  the  Rivers  are  exclusively  reserved  for  Sport 
Fishing),    Ask  for  Prospectus. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD, 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  (fcc— Address  Pkoprietor. 


SIX  ROOMED 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE 

TO  LET 

in  Hemin^fo]7d. 

Grey  Boat  included.  —  Apply,  "  Glen- 
MoiiK,"  19,  Craven  Park,  Willesden. 

WORMS  and  other  BAITS 

Packed  in  Moss,  fresh  daily.  Brasdunos, 
Maipknpkws,  Marsh,  &c.,  300,  1/6  ;  600,  2/-; 
1000,  3/6.  Large  Lous  for  Salmon  Fishing,  1/6 
per  100.  All  carriage  paid.  Tlie  trade  supplied. 
AddresB— I.  HOLMES,  10,  Blngley  Street,  Leed£. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE. 

HANDEL  FESTIVAL, 

June  23,  26,  28  and  30,  1906. 

GRAND  REHEARSAL, 

Saturday,  June  23,  12  noon. 

Madame  All)ani,  Miss  Agnes  NichoUs,  Madame 
Ada  Cfosiley,  Mr.  Charles  Saunders,  Mr.  Watkin 
Mills,  Mr.  Robert  Radford,  Mr.  Kennerley 
Rumford. 

THE  MESSIAH, 

Tuesday,  June  26,  2  p.m. 

Madame  Albani,  Madame  Ada  Crossley,  Mr.  Ben 
Davies,  Mr.  Santley. 

SELECTIONS,  "ISRAEL  in  EGYPT" 
and  Miscellaneous  Selections, 

Thursday,  June  28,  2  p.m. 

Miss  Agnes  Nicholls,  Madame  Ada  Crossley, 
Muilame  Kirkby  Lunn  (by  permission  of  Grand 
Opera  Syndicate),  Mr.  Cliarles  Saunders,  Mr. 
Watkin  Mills,  Mr.  Kennerley  Rumford. 

JUDAS  MACCABEUS, 

Saturday,  June  30,  2  p.m. 
l^Nss  Agnes  Nicholls,  Miss  Perceval  Allen, 
Madame  Ada  Crossley,  Mr.  Ben  Davies,  Mr. 
Robert  Radford. 

Chorus  and  Orchestra,  4,000  Performers. 

Organist— Mv.  Walter  W.  Hedgcock. 

Conductor — Dr.  Frederick  Cowen. 
Tickets  now  on  sale.  Box  Ofllce,  Crystal  Palace 
(Telephone,  2(1  Sydenham);  Novcllo  &  Co., 
1,  Berners  Street,  W.  ;  and  usual  London 
Agents.  For  Rehearsal  Diiy,  .Tune  23 :  Numbered 
stalls,  10«.  Od.  and  78.  M  ;  unnumbered,  5«.  l^or 
each  of  the  remaining  three  festival  days  :  Num- 
bered stalls,  2r»).,  218.,  and  158.  ;  unnumbered 
.seats,  Ik.  Crf.  These  seats  include  admissiim  to 
the  Palace.  Season  Tickets  are  available  during 
the  Festival.  For  prospectus,  plans,  &c.,  apply 
to  the  (ieneral  .Manager,  Crystal  Palace. 


N  E  WTON  STEWART, 

Co.  TYRONE. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

on  the  Mourne  and  Tributaries  (preserved 
waters).  —  For  terms  apply  to  Mrs. 
Maushall,  Abercorn  Hotel,  Newton- 
stewart,  Ireland. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  If^  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Managbb, 

ICKLEFORD  FlSHEHY,  HiTCHIN. 


FIVE  RODS  WANTED 

to  complete  a  party  of  ten  to  Fish  a  30 
acre  lake  in  West  Sussex,  8  miles  from  a 
town  and  3J  from  village  station.  The 
lake  has  been  emptied  and  fully  stocked 
with  the  best  stram  of  two-year-old  Rain- 
bows.— For  particulars  apply  Majjager, 
Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 


NORWAY. 


SEA  TROUT  FISHING 

On  whole  Loen  River,  in  Loen,  Nordfjord,  TO 
BE  LET  for  whole  September.  AH  casting  from 
bank  ;  no  nets,  no  traps  ;  place  for  two  or  three 
rods.  Last  season  three  rods  caught  9  salmon 
and  190  sea  trout  in  si.x  weeks  ;  sea  trout  run  up 
to  IS  lbs.  Shooting  and  splendid  trout  fishing 
to  be  had  free ;  fine  excursions.  Tenants  can 
live  in  furnished  lodge  or  hotel.  Good  references. 
Apply  to  OLE  Loen,  Loen,  Nordfjord. 


NORWAY. 


Salmon  &  Sea  Tront  Fishing 

To  be  had  on  two  good  Rivers  in  fine 
parts  of  Western  Norway.    Cheap  rent. 
Apply,  Ole  Loen,  Nordfjord. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 


First- class  Koyal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping'  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  61,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TRgUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  ei|ual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressipg  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation, 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


You  oan  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  JExamination  required. 


Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 

Thb  CASUALTY  INSDRARCE  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insnrance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hl«  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  pablication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Iniurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Ijitnited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Klngsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.   p^cE  ZXSXa  JFBME. 
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heavy  showers  continue  to  faU  at  intervals  of  more 
or  less  duration.  All  the  principal  waters  are  now 
in  good  angling  order,  and  sport  appears  to  have 
exhibited  a  general  all-round  improvement  which  is 
hoped  wUl  be  maintained  for  some  time.  Sea 
angling,  too,  has  shown  considerable  improvement, 
but  has  been  principally  confined  to  pollack  at  the 
majority  of  places.  Sea-trout  have  been  arriving 
pretty  freely  on  those  waters  that  hold  them 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  during  the  week,  and  peal 
have  also  been  on  the  run. 

North  op  Ibeland. 
The  great  majority  of  the  rivers  are  badly  in  need 
of  heavy  rain.  The  Lough  Neagh  pollen  fisheries 
are  doing  indifferently,  and  trout  netting  is  not  so 
good  as  it  was  some  time  ago.  The  eel  fishing 
industry  ia  now  in  full  swing,  and  big  takes 
of  these  have  been  made  along  the  Tyrone 
shores,  chiefly  by  night  lining.  Lots  of  salmon  are 
running  through  the  lough  towards  the  tributaries, 
and  not  a  few  have  been  taken  in  the  nets  en  route. 
Messrs.  Green  and  Lane,  H.M.  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries,  opened  an  inquiry  at  Portrush  on 
June  18  into  the  drift-net  fishing  on  the  northern 
coasts  of  Ireland.  The  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery 
Company,  the  Irish  Society,  and  the  local  fishermen 
were  professionally  represented.  Mr.  Thomas 
M'Dermott,  superintendent  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann 
fisheries,  gave  evidence  of  the  great  increase  in 
drift-net  fishing,  and  how  the  nets  intercepted  and 
scattered  the .  fish  on  their  way  to  the  rivers. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  drift-nets  should  not 
be  used  within  three  miles  of  a  line  drawn  from 
Magilligan  Tower  to  Greencastle.  Notwithstanding 
increased  watching  on  the  rivers,  the  salmon  were 
becoming  scarcer,  and  that  was  due  to  the  drift 
netting.  A  number  of  fishermen  deposed  that 
if  a  three-mile  limit  were  imposed  they  might 
give  up  fishing.  The  inquiry  was  resumed  at  Derry 
on  J une  19,  and  evidence  was  given  to  the  effect 
that  the  drift  nets  stopped  salmon  from  getting 
into  Lough  Foyle  and  up  the  Mourne.  The  fishers 
also  systematically  evaded  the  weekly  close  season 
and  fished  on  Sundays.  To  prevent  that  a  three- 
mile  limit  between  Ramore  Head  and  Qreencastle 
was  necessary. 


Jlssocialtons,  etc. 


Anqlo-Fkench  Piscatobials. 

The  most  successful  angler  of  the  week  was  Mr. 
Alfred  Abrahams,  who  took  from  private  water  five 
brace  of  rainbow  trout,  weighing  131b.  lOoz.  They 
were  in  splendid  condition,  and  were  taken  with  a 
small  fly  at  dusk.  Madame  Claverie,  fishing  at 
Staines  on  the  opening  day,  captured  seven  perch 
we-ghing  81b.  6oz.  Mr.  Fischer  also  took  a  nice  perch 
just  over  1  lb.  Final  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  Yalding  competition  on  June  24  for  several 
valuable  prizes,  which  will  be  distributed  at  head- 
quarters in  July.  Ladies  will  compete.  The  hon. 
secretary — Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs — opened  a  discussion 
on  "  Crustacea,"  in  which  many  members  took  part. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen 
(president  of  the  Central  Association)  presiding. 
There  was  a  splendid  show  of  fish — several  trays 
filled  to  overflowing — the  very  numerous  catches 
including  the  following: — Mr.  T.  Gilbert  and 
3lr.  G.  VV.  Thompson  (Ellesmere),  a  total  of  127Jlb., 
roach,  bream,  and  perch,  all  big  fish  ;  Mr.  H.  G. 
Lee  (Cambridge),  perch  and  breani) ;  Mr.  A.  G. 
Merritt  (Elatree),  471b.  bream,  up  to  3}lb.  From 
Wraysbury  Mr.  Higgs  reported  of  dace,  and  Mr.  F. 
Jamef>,  roach  ;  but  ^Ir.  Mcintosh  was  not  so  suc- 
cessful. Sea-fishing  results  were  not  particularly 
good,  however.  Mr.  Crumplen  (chairman)  had  taken 
many  pouting,  wrasse,  etc.,  at  Deal ;  Messrs. 
Drvden  and  Ranken  flatfish  at  Leigh  ;  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker  a  catch  somewhat  imsatisfactory  at 
Hastings.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  H. 
Canton  brought  in  a  basket  of  sixteen  roach — too 
late  for  "  official "  record.  Amongst  the  correspon- 
dence read  was  a  letter  from  the  president,  Mr. 
F.  B.  Jlildmay,  M.P.,  congratulating  the  society 
on  the  withdrawal  of  the  Lea  Valley  Bill  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board,  relative  to  which  it 
was  annoimced  that  a  "  Lea  Preservation  Associa- 
tion "  was  in  course  of  formation,  but  definite 
particulars  as  tf>  meetings,  etc.,  and  constitution 
of  the  j)rcpofled  body  were  not  to  hand.  Additions 
wore  made  to  the  library  by  Mr.  Hurren  and  Mr. 
lientloy,  who  woro  duly  thanked,  as  was  Mr.  W.  J. 
Clark  for  presentation  of  a  silver  matchstand  for 
the  chftimian's  table.  Messrs.  A.  W.  Parker  and 
F.  .James  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Angler's 
A«Hociati(m,  arid  Mtrtisrs.  J.  Dryden  and  C.  S. 
B  jfitley  to  the  Central.  The  roach  fishing  com- 
petition will  take  place  at  Wraysbury  on  June  26. 


Tlie  usual  C.  L.  P.  S.  toast  having  been  duly 
honoured,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Crumplen  for  presiding  closed  an  extremely  satis- 
factory meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

T.  G. — The  fishing  in  pond  at  Bumham  Beeches 
is  quite  private. 


Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  under  the 
able  presidency  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Atkinson  on  Tuesday 
last  (June  19).  We  were  pleased  to  see  that  Mr. 
J.  T.  Emery  was  present,  having  recovered  from  an 
illness  which  hasjiprevented  his  attendance  for  some 
considerable  time.  Letters  of  sympathy  with  the 
society,  in  the  loss  it  has  sustained  through  the 
death  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  were  read  from  the  City  of 
London  and  Cobden  A.S.  The  hon.  secretary 
appealed  for  subscriptions  to  the  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society,  and  met  with  a  fiattering  response. 
Members  who  have  not  sent  in  their  subscription 
for  1906  are  respectfully  asked  to  do  so  in  order  that 
the  account  may  be  closed  by  the  end  of  June.  The 
netting  of  the  pool  on  Saturday  (June  16)  at  Ches- 
hara  resulted  in  the  placing  of  eighty  good  trout 
being  placed  in  the  middle  stretch.  Many  of  these 
were  over  the  society's  limit.  Some  very  fair^shing 
reports  were  given  in.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  took  some 
nice  trout  in  Essex  ;  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond 
trout  up  to  ISin.  from  private  water.  The 
sport  at  Chesham  has  not  been  so  good,  though 
Messrs.  Ohlson,  Cheeld,  and^Eldred  have  landed 
some  nice  trout.  The  outing  on  Saturday,  June  30, 
will  probably  be  to  Penton  Hook.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray 
presented  the  society  with  two  works  on  angling, 
for  which  he  was  duly  thanked. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  on  June  13. 
The  business  having  been  disposed  of  the  members 
gave  their  angling  experiences  during  the  week, 
andfall  agreed  that  the  rivers  want  flushing  badly. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  members  to  see  the  spaces  in 
our  specimen  Ust  gradually  being  filled  up,  and 
this  week  we  have  to  add  a  trout  taken  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Rayner,  9lb.  lOioz.  ;■  another,  71b.  12oz., 
taken  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Spencer,  and  on-i  of  71b.  lO^oz 
captured  by  Mr.  H.  Dunn.  These  specimens  were 
taken  on  spinning  tackle,  and  have  been  sent  to 
Messrs.  Cooper  for  preservation.  After  toasting  the 
successful  anglers  the  meeting  terminated  with  a 
vote  of  thanto  to  the  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Openshaw  (Bradford)  Clayton  Angling 
Society. 

We  fished  our  first  contest  last  week-end  at  i 
BoUington.  Sport  was  very  poor — only  eight  prizes 
being  taken.  The  prize-winners  were :  Messrs. 
A.  Horbury,  T.  Williams,  D.  Parry,  G.  E.  Yates, 
W.  Powell,  G.  Beddows,  H.  Wharton,  and  H. 
Clarkson. — A.  Horbury,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  president,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  was  chairman 
of  Monday's  meeting,  and  had  an  eminently  satis- 
factory account  to  give  of  his  sport  on  the  Itchen 
with  the  May  Fly.  He  took  many  brace  of  fish,  and 
had  a  most  successful  time.  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles  gave 
an  extended  report  of  his  capture  of  the  fine  51b.  3oz. 
trout  on  the  Kennet,  referred  to  last  week,  and 
mentioned  that,  besides  this  handsome  specimen, 
he  had  a  smaller  one  of  2lb.  4oz.,  losing  several 
others  owing  to  the  luxuriance  of  the  weeds  in 
the  water  he  fished.  At  Thorney  Weir  Mr.  A.  C. 
Poole  took  trout  of  small  size  only,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Evans  failed  to  get  a  big  Thames  trout  he  was  in 
quest  of  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pangbourne.  He 
landed,  however,  several  jack  up  to  51b.  in  weight. 
In  the  ^^&y  Fly  fortnight  Mr.  Evans  killed  a  few, 
brace  of  trout  on  a  portion  of  the  Lambourn  above 
Newbury,  though  the  rise  had  been  poor  and  the 
trout  not  "  on  "  the  fly.  Members  are  reminded  of 
the  House  dinner  on  Monday  next  (June  25)  at  the 
Holborn.  It  is  hoped  that  the  attendance  will  be 
large,  as  Mr.  Poole's  discourse  to  follow  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  menu  is  sure  to  be  well  thought  out, 
interesting  and  instructive. — Hon.  Sec. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 
Four  trout  have  been  taken  this  past  week  from 
the  society's  water,  the  largest  41b.  8oz.,  by  Mr.  T. 
Mayo,  a  brace  by  Mr.  J.  Edmunds,  and  one  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Dunstall.  Mr.  Hearn  captured  three  points 
with  a  dace  11  ^in.  The  prize  list  will  shortly  be 
ready.  Prizes  will  be  given  only  for  largest  speci- 
men fish  and  day  matches.  For  the  Club  Gold 
Championship  Medal  and  Challenge  Shield  fish 
must  be  weighed  in  either  at  the  headquarters. 
Alliance  Hotel,  Mill-lane,  or  country  quarters,  the 
White  Bear,  Rickmansworth. — A.  E.  J. 


"I  don't  like  that  young  man  of  yours.  He 
strikes  me  as  a  dilettante."  "Why,  papa;  you 
don't  even  know  what  that  word  means."  "Don't, 
eh  7  It  means  a  jack-of-all-profeesions." — Phila- 
delphia Ledger. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ov/rselvea  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  ov/r  Correspondents.] 


A  NOTE  FROM  NORWAY. 

Dear  Me.  Marston, — So  far  as  the  season  has 
gone,  and  as  the  Voselv  is  concerned,  salmon  are 
running  later  and  sport  is  worse  than  in  any  of  the 
last  five  years.  True,  w©  got  in  the  first  five  days 
of  June  three  fish  of  261b.,  291b.,  and  321b.,  but  those 
were  all  that  either  the  men  or  we  saw  in  the  time, 
andywith  north  wind,  bright  days  and  cold  nights, 
we  have  done  about  nothing  since.  From  two 
smaller  neighbouring  rivers  reports  are  even  worse, 
while  from  one  in  which  the  early  fishing  is  in  water 
partly  tidal,  I  hear  sport  has  been  very  good. 

More  snow  than  usual  is  showing  on  the  nearer 
mountains,  so  it  is  likely  there  is  a  good  stock  on  the 
high  Field  ;  but  even  so  we  shall  do  little  good  till 
weather  gets  less  set  fair. — Yours  sincerely, 

Edw.  Sturdy^ 

[Since  the  above  was  in  type  I  am  glad  to  say  I 
have  had  a  telegram,  dated  June  20,  from  Mr. 
Sturdy  to  say  that  the  weather  is  bright  and  sport 
has  improved. — Ed.] 


HYBRIDS   AMONG  THE  SALMONIDM. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  upon  the  above  subject  ? 
Taking  the^dictionary  definition,  one  finds  under 
"  Hybrid  " — "  an  animal  or  plant  produced  from 
two_different  species  ;  a  mongrel  " — no  mention 
is  made  of  fish. 

The  points  upon  which  I  ask  for  information  are 
these  : — 1.  What  is  the  result  obtained  from  vivify- 
ing the  ova  of  any  one  species  of  the  salmon  family 
with  the  milt  of  another  ?  2.  If  the  result  is  a 
hybrid,  has  it  the  characteristics  of  both  parents  ; 
if  not,  of  which  ?  3.  Are  there  any  authenticated 
cases  known  of  a  "  mongrel  "  salmon  or  trout  ? 

Many  anglers — myself  among  the  number — hold 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  hybrid  salmon  or 
trout — that  is,  having  the  marked  characteristics 
of  both  parents  ;  others  have  a  contrary  opinion. 

I — and  I  feel  sure  you,  Mr.  Editor — have  fre- 
quently heard  the  remark  passed  on  some  fish  that 
was  a  little  out  of  the  common,  "  Oh,  it's  a  hybrid." 
My  own  opinion  is  that,  no  matter  to  what  species 
the  male  may  belong,  allowing,  if  you  will,  that  milt 
does  vivify  the  female  ova,  the  resulting  fry,  and, 
consequently,  the  adult  fish,  will  belong  to  the  same 
species  as  the  hen  belonged.  This  leads  to  one 
more  question :  Has  the  experiment  been  made 
in  fish  hatcheries  of  impregnating  the  ova  of  a  salmon 
with  the  milt  of  trout  ?  If  so,  what  has  been  the 
result  ? — Yours  truly, 

E.  B.  Bartley  (Lieut.-Col.). 


THE  NEW  BILL  IN  PARLIAMENT— 
WHAT  ARE   SALMON  FRY  7 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  see  your  remarks 
re  the  Fishery  BiU  now  in  Parhament — a  more 
retrograde  measure  I  never  saw.  The  idea  of 
introducing  or  reinstating  fixed  engines  is  simply 
monstrous,  and  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  to  be 
reinstated  is  an  outrage  on  all  owners  of  fisheries. 
The  whole  Bill  is  confiscatory,  except  for  Crown 
and  Duchy  property. 

Yoizr  correspondent,  C.  Dejonge,  asks  a  question 
re.  sahnon  fry.  Salmon  spawn  from  October  to 
March,  the  eggs  hatch  in  about  100  days.  They 
stop  in  the  river  not  less  than  one  and  a  half 
years,  and  grow  from  lin.  to  about  6in.  in  length 
during  the  early  part  of  this  time.  Wlien  very 
small,  they  woiild,  for  a  novice,  be  very  hard  to 
distinguish  from  young  trout,  but  no  one  would 
think  of  taking  such  small  fish.  When  they  get 
their  sea-going  coat  on  they  are  very  good  to  tell. 

The  small  photo  of  Mr.  Malloch's  grilse  in  your 
paper  of  June  9  is  a  first-class  description  of  a  young 
salmon  when  ready  for  sea  ;  it  will  then  be  about 
6in.  long,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  all  left  the  riv  rs, 
early  in  June  as  a  rule,  there  are  nothing  larger  left 
than  the  smaller  ones  growing  for  next  year.  Of 
course,  in  most  rivers  there  are  two  or  three  sorts 
of  trout,  and  to  describe  them  would  take  consider- 
able time  and  space. 

I  never  saw  any  young  migratory  fish  with  yellow 
fins,  except*  a  few  freaks,  or  with  the  adipose  fin 
tipped  with  red. 

If  your  correspondent  will  send  me  a  small  fish 
as  soon  as  caught,  in  ice,  I  will  write  liim  what  I 
consider  it  is. 

What  part  of  the  river  doea  your  correspondent 
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fish  1    Is  it  tidal  ?    Trout  alter  very  much  in  the 
tidal  portion  of  rivers. — Yours  truly.  Samlet. 
Nile-street,  Lancaster. 

"WHAT  ARE  SALMON  FRY?" 

Dear  Sib, — As  ray  note  in  your  issue  of  June  9 
does  not  seem  to  have  given  Mr.  Dejongo  the  answer 
he  requires,  I  have,  in  my  present  letter,  gone 
rather  more  fully  into  the  matter,  and,  I  hope, 
helped  him  to  obtain  the  information  he  desires. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country — more  particularly 
so  in  Ireland,  I  believe — the  term  "  salmon  fry  " 
is  used  promiscuously  for  the  throe  migratory 
species  of  the  salmon  family — Salmo  salar,  Salmo 
trutta,  and  Salmo  eriox,  from  the  date  of  hatching 
to  such  time  as  the  young  flsh  reach  the  sea.  Tliis 
is  done  either  to  save  trouble  or  from  ignorance 
of  the  different  stages  in  the  life  of  the  fish. 

If,  however,  we  go  into  the  matter  more  carefully, 
we  find  that  there  are  throe  di.stiiict  changes  in  the 
young  of  the  migratory  salmonidm  before  reaching 
the  sea,  and  ceasing  to  be  so-called  "  fry  "  : — 

(a)  From  the  time  of  hatching  until  the  yolk-bag 
is  absorbed,  about  six  weeks  to  two  months,  thoy 
are,  strictly  speaking,  "  fry."  (h)  From  this  time 
to  such  date  as  they  begin  to  assume  the  sea-going 
scale  they  are  called  "  parr,"  this  period  varying 
from  fourteen  months  to,  in  rare  cases,  throe  years, 
(c)  From  the  time  the  sea-going  scale  appears  until 
they  enter  the  sea,  they  are  known  as  "  smolts." 
It  is  (hiring  tliis  last  transition  stage  that  perhaps 
the  largest  number  of  tlieso  fish  are  caught  ;  for 
so  tar  from  leading  a  more  or  less  solitary  life,  as 
they  have  previously  done,  thoy  are  now  found  in 
shoals,  and  will  take  any  mortal  thing  the  angler 
offers  them. 

^This,  then,  is  briefly  the  history  of  the  young 
migratory  fish.  We  next  come  to  the  second  point : 
How  to  distinguish  between  the  young  salmon  parr, 
sea-trout,  and  trout.  In  a  previous  letter  I  pointed 
out  that  the  superior  maxillary  was  shorter  in  the 
young  migratory  fish  than  in  the  brown  trout.  Tliis 
is  one  point.  Another  (mentioned  by  one  of  your 
correspondents),  the  salmon  parr  has  one  large 
brown  spot  on  the  gill-cover — in  early  parrhood 
sometimes  two — the  trout  has  several  small  spots. 
Again,  the  yoimg  salmon  has  only  a  few  red  spots, 
none  below  the  medial  lino,  the  trout  has  many. 
The  young  sea-trout  occasionally  has  one  or  two 
red  spots  below  the  lateral  line  close  to  the  shoulder, 
but  they  are  irregular,  and  do  not  extend  sq  far 
back  as  in  the  trout.  Of  course,  if  we  go  into  the 
question  of  scales,  fin-rays,  teeth,  etc.,  we  have 
indisputable  evidence,  but  as  an  examination  of 
these  would  certainly  necessitate  the  death  of  the 
subject,  they  are  not  practicable.  Personally,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  colour  is  as  good  a  test  as  can  be 
found.  If  anyone  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
any  of  the  migratory  fish  (salmon  family),  it  will 
be  found  that  the  prevailing  tint  is  silver,  in  the 
trout  it  is  gold.  The  manufacturers  of  artificial 
minnows  (phantoms)  evidently  had  this  in  their 
heads  when  they  painted  them  brown  with  "  parr 
markings,"  and  with  gold  or  silver  bellies  ;  the 
former  representing  young  trout,  the  latter  young 
salmon.  ' 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  it  is  the  lumpLag 
together  of  young  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  bull-trout, 
and  often  trout,  and  calling  them  "  parr "  or 
"  salmon  fry,"  that  causes  such  confusion  in  the 
mind  of  the  novice.  He  catches  (we  will  say)  a 
true  salmon  in  the  transition  smolt  stage,  or  even, 
if  you  like,  a  perfect  smolt  ;  he  asks,  "  What  is  it  ?  " 
and  is  told  a  "salmon fry";  he  catches  a  sea-trout 
"  parr  "—same  question,  same  answer.  The  novice 
having  most  probably  noticed  a  difference,  very 
naturally  concludes  he's  "  being  got  at,"  and  the 
next  time  he  catches  what  to  him  looks  Hke  a  trout, 
he  pockets  it,  and  is  victimised. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  90  per  cent,  of  the  river 
watchers  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  absolutely 
ignorant  as  to  the  differences  between  the  various 
young  fish,  and  are  also  quite  incapable  of  showing 
the  points  Ijptween  a  well-mended  kelt  and  a  clean 
fish.  I  fear  that  this  is  too  often  the  case  also 
among  ovir  angling  fraternity,  many  of  us  being 
either  too  lazy  or  too  self-opinionated  to  inquire 
and  learn.  Personally,  I  always  look  upon  your 
"  correspondence  columns  "  as  perhaps  the  most 
interesting  in  the  paper,  as  in  them  many  an  in- 
teresting question  is  asked  and  answered,  many  of 
our  pet  theories  exploded,  and  many  a  statement 
given  in  all  good  faith  is  proved  to  be  erroneous. 
No  matter,  though  we  have,  figuratively  speaking, 
been  sat  upon,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling 
that  we  have  learnt  something. 

Trusting  I  have  not  trespassed  too  far  on  your 
valuable  space. — Yours  truly, 

E.  B.  Babtley  (Lieut.-Col.). 

St.  Asaph,  N.  Wales. 

P.S. — I  find  I  have  omitted  to  answer  Mr.  Dejonge's 
question  in  the  second  paragraph  of  his  letter.  Yes  ; 
salmon  and  sea-trout  parr  have  dark-coloured  spots 


on  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  have  the  bars 
or  "  parr  "  marks  distinctly  marked  ;  they  have 
also  some  pink  spots  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body, 
though,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  they  do  not, 
as  far  as  my  memory  can  recall,  ever  extend  below 
the  medial  line  in  the  true  salmon  parr,  a  spot  or 
two  may  be  found  below  this  line  in  the  sea-trout 
parr.  At  least,  such  is  my  experience.  I  do  not 
know  what  a  "  gravling  "  is,  but  I  imagine  it  to  be 
a  local  term  for  a  parr  or  smolt,  and  if  so  it  could 
not  be  retained. 


"SUNDAY  ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND." 

Dear  Sir,  —  Will  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  -  Forfar 
give  me  one  or  two  instances  where  anglers  have 
been  fined  in  Scotland  for  angling  for  salmon  on 
Sunday  within,  say,  the  last  forty  years  ?  My  note 
was  written  with  the  full  knowledge  that  it  was 
strictly  illegal,  according  to  law,  but  with  the  same 
full  knowledge  that  within  my  own  personal  obser- 
vation, extending  over  a  period  of  forty  years,  I 
have  never  come  across  a  case  of  prosecution  for 
Sunday  angling  per  «e.  Out  of  respect  to  Scottish 
sentiment  there  is  practically  no  Sunday  angling 
north  of  the  border,  yet,  wore  the  "  powers  that 
be  "  anxious  for  cases,  there  would  bo  no  difficulty 
in  getting  them  up,  and  from  among  the  nati\-es 
themselves  to  boot. 

Sunday  angling  anywhere  in  Scotland  is  the 
exception,  and  certainly  not  the  rule.  It  is  as  yvt 
not  respectable.  ]3ut  when  the  exception  goes 
unchallenged  the  law  falls  into  desuetude,  and 
becomes  practically  of  no  value.  This  is  the  ciusa 
here. 

In  the  present  age  Scottish  opinion  and  Scottish 
sentiment  are  undergoing  great  changes,  and  in 
nothing  more  so  than  with  regard  to  Sabbatarian 

Eractices.  What  was  preached  down  our  throats  when 
oys  as  sinful  and  illegal  is  now  openly  winked  at, 
if  not  actually  practised,  even  by  the  clergy  them- 
selves. No  Englishman  need  be  afraid  of  being 
draggad  into  court  for  putting  up  his  rod  on  a 
Simday  nowadays  in  Scotland.  But  let  me  here  say 
that  no  class  of  sportsmen,  from  His  Majesty  the 
King  downwards,  observes  the  traditions  of  the 
Scottish  Sabbath  better  than  the  English  nobility 
and  gentry  when  in  Scotland. — Yours  truly. 

Special  Scotch. 

["  Special  Scotch's "  letter  is  no  explanation  of 
his  statement  that  there  is  no  law  in  Scotland 
against  catching  minnows  or  anything  else — includ- 
ing salmon — on  Sunday. — Ed. J 

DISTINGUISHING  TROUT  FROM  SALMON 
FRY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  not  j^et  seen  the  "  spots  " 
test  mentioned  for  the  above  purpose  in  the  Fishing 
Oazctte.  If  "  W.  A."  looks  lie  will  notice  all  "smolt," 
or  their  lesser  brethren  "  pinks,"  never  exceed  two 
spots  on  the  opercle  or  outer  gill-cover.  In  trout 
these  spots  vary,  but  are  always  in  excess  of  two. 
The  scales  of  the  former  come  off  much  more  easily 
than  they  do  from  the  farios. 

Re  "  Sea-fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Man."  I  advise 
intending  \'isitors  to  delay  coming  till  July  14. 
Writing  this  at  Peel  at  the  present  moment  (Jime  Vi), 
fish  are  very  scarce  on  the  rocks  and  also  on  the 
marks.  One  whole  day  saw  me  with  six  pollack  and 
a  small  baby  codling.  Another  day  one  pollack,  Clb. 
(on  the  rod,  whiffing  with  "  lampet,"  as  they  call  it 
here),  one  pollack,  smalUsh,  yesterday,  and  another 
blank  day  ;  and  I  hear  of  nothing  better  just  now, 
though  occasional  conger  are  got  on  the  marks. 
Boats  10s.  a  week — man,  9d.  per  hour — or  you  may 
bargain  with  one  for  £1  per  week. — Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Pbocteb. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  ACHILL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Lieutenant  A.  H.  du 
Boulay's  inquiries  concerning  fishing  in  the  Isle  of 
Achill,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  the  Isle  of  Achill.  There  is,  however, 
some  very  fair  fishing  to  be  obtained  about  twelve 
miles  to  the  east  of  AchiO  on  the  mainland.  The 
river  contains  trout,  sea-trout,  and  salmon,  and 
the  fishing  is  free  to  those  persons  staying  at  the 
Mulranny  Hotel  (managed  by  the  M.G.W.  Railway 
of  Ireland),  which  is  the  best  place  to  stay  in  the 
neighbourhood,  as  there  are  no  good  quarters  at 
Achill.  All  that  is  required  is  a  licence,  10s. — 
Yours  truly,  Piscator. 

FISHING  AT  PANGBOURNE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  a  recent  issue  of  your  paper  a 
subscriber  was  inquiring  about  the  fishing  at  Pang- 
bourne,  and  in  reply  to  same  I  should  recommend 
him  to  apply  to  Mr.  Franklin  at  his  boathouse, 
situated  near  the  Weir  Pool.  Mr.  Franklin  has  a 
light  fisliing  punt  fitted  with  a  well  for  hve-bait. 
He  is  moderate  in  his  charges,  and  can  also  furnish 
useful  information  concerning  the  best  fishing  spots, 
etc.    The  two  principal  hotels  are  the  Elephant 


and  the  George.  For  private  apartments  application 
should  be  made  to  Mr.  Dawe,  Thames  Avenue.*  I 
have  stayed  there  and  ftnuid  the  rooms  clean  and 
comfortable. 

The  river  at  Pangbourne  abounds  in  good  fish — 
chub  and  perch  especially  being  numerous  and  of 
good  size. — Yours  truly,  W.  B.  Canuleb. 

P.S. — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  ma 
the  weight  of  the  largest  recorded  perch  caught 
during  recent  years.  Last  week  in  a  private  lake 
in  Wiltshire  a  friend  of  mine  hooked,  brought  to  the 
surfaf^o,  and  then  unfortunately  lost  a  pcjrch 
estimated  by  himself  and  his  companion  (both 
experienced  anglers)  to  scale  well  over  41b. — a 
veritable  monster,  according  to  their  description. 

FINED  FOR  USING  SET  LINES  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Inverness 
Courier  of  this  date,  containing  an  account  of  a  ciwe 
heard  in  the  Inverness  Sheriff  Court,  in  wliich  three 
men  were  tried  for  having  fished  for  pike  with  sot 
lines.  If  you  take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  paper, 
you  will  see  that  the  Sheriff  convicted  the  men  on 
the  ground  that  the  lines  were  fixed. 

I  did  not  know  that  fixing  lines,  when  the  fishers 
are  in  attendance,  constituted  an  offeiK'O  against 
the  fishery  laws.  I  undorstimd  that  in  EiiKland 
a  similar  kind  of  fishing  is  engaged  in  by  means  of 
cork  trimmers  and  bank  runnel's,  and  that  it  is 
legal.  The  opinion  is  held  that  the  men  in  the 
circumstances  were  liardly  dealt  with  in  lieing  so 
heavily  fined.- — Yours  truly,  O. 

June  15. 

[I  presume  it  is  illegal  to  set  lines  in  the  daytime 
in  S(!otland,  even  for  pike,  which  are  treated  as 
poacliers  in  that  tnmt  and  salmon  country.  In 
England  it  is  illegal  to  set  night  linos  in  some 
waters. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  SHETLANDS. 

Deab  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
some  gentleman  who  has  had  exporiynce  of  the 
sea-trout  and  sea-fishing  at  Hillswick  or  elsewhere^ 
in  the  Shotlands  during  the  months  of  August  or 
September  would  communicate  with  mo.  It  would 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Reginald  S.  Daw. 

15,  Redington-road,  Hampstead,  N.W. 


NORWAY  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  inform  me  of  a  place  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  Bergen  where  I  could  get  some 
sea-trout  fishing  in  July,  hotel  or  free  water  pre- 
ferred.— Yours  truly,  Nobge. 


FISHING  AT  NEWQUAY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  going  to  Newquay  in  August, 
and  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  advice  as  to  fishing  off  the 
rocks  there.  I  am  not  nuich.  of  a  fisherman,  and 
would  be  grateful  for  information  as  to  rod  and 
tackle  ;  also  for  names  of  any  local  fishermen  whom 
I  might  get  to  put  m6  in  the  way  of  catching  some- 
thing. From  reasons  -with  which  others  may  be  able 
to  sympathise  I  want  to  do  my  fishing  either  from 
terra  firma  or  in  smooth  water. — Yours  tndy, 

A.  L.  R. 


FISHING  AT  NEWQUAY,  CORNWALL. 
Dear  Sib, —  I  am  going  to  Newquay,  Cornwalh 
for  six  or  eight  weeks,  and  shall  be  glad  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  inform  me  if  there  is  any 
sea-fishing  from  the  rocks  or  pier  ?  Is  there  any 
trout-fishing  in  the  locality.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  F.  W.  B. 

GRAYLING  FLIES  FOR  THE  DOVE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
one  of  your  readers  would  kindly  tell  me  what  are 
the  best  grayling  flies  for  the  Dove,  July,  August, 
and  September,  and  the  correct  dressings  of  Brad- 
shaw's  Fancy,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Silver  Twist, 
and  Zulu  ?  Please  mention  size  of  hook. — And 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Beginker. 

FISHING  IN  THE  WHITBY  ESK. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  yon  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  inform  me  whether  the 
trout-fishing  on  the  Esk  (\Miitby)  is  preserved,  or 
can  fishing  be  had  by  merely  taking  out  a  licence  ? 
TJianking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

T.  S.  Petters. 

DRY-FLY  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — I  shortly  want  to  go  away  for  a 
fortnight's  hoUday,  where  I  could  get  some  decent 
dry-fly  fishing  at  a  reasonable  charge.  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me 
information. — Yours  truly,  Edw.  W.  Dean. 
{Several  letters  are  una/voidahly  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Too  Many  Destructive  Wild  Birds. 

Mb.  H.  Cholmoxdeley-Pesnell  writes  from 
Buxton  on  Jane  26 : — 

"Dear  Mabston, — I  have  read  with  much 
interest  your  letters  and  article  in  the  Daily  Mail 
on  the  subject  of  the  Wild  Bird,?'  Protection  Acts. 

"  As  you  are  aware,  during  the  last  few  years  I 
have  been  making  a  sort  of  '  tour  of  inspection  ' 
of  a  great  many  of  the  principal  centres  of  open 
fishing  in  both  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  have 
been  much  struck  by  ^hat  I  cannot  help  regarding 
as  a  very  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of  Gulls 
which  appear  to  have  taken  up  their  permanent 
residence  on  the  Lochs.  There  is  also,  I  think  a 
perceptible  increase  in  the  number  of  Herons,  to 
say  nothing  of  Cormorants,  and  the  united  result 
can  hardly  fail  to  be  exceedingly  detrimental 
to  the  Fishing.  The  numbers  of  Gulls  are  simply 
astonishing,  and  the  way  in  which  they  congregate 
round  the  boats  of  the  Anglers  while  at  Luncheon 
is  such  as  to  have  made  me  often  feel  quite  'shy ' 
when  eating  in  the  presence  of  such  a  number  of 
would-be  partakers  who  arrsinge  themselves  in  a 
sort  of  semi-circle  and  keep  their  eyes  constantly 
riveted  upon  the  g;v8tronomical  performance  which 
is  taking  place !  They  are  very  tame,  and  very 
pretty,  but  I  fear,  as  I  say,  that  they  are  far  from 
mical  to  the  interests  of  Angling. — Yours  sincerely, 
"  H.  Cholmondeley-Pjennell." 

I  have  not  a  doubt  about  the  harm  done  to 
fisheries,  especially  in  the  destruction  of  young 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  by  gulls,  cormorants,  etc.  It 
is  a  very  comical  picture  which  Mr.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell  draws  of  himself  and  the  sea-gulls !— one 
of  which  I  should  like  to  have  a  snap-shot. 

Death  of  Mr.  Arthur  Price. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  I  read  the  follow- 
ing in  last  Sunday's  Newn  of  the  World : — 

"Mr.  Arthur  Price,  a  solicitor,  living  at  the 
Manor  House,  Rickmansworth,  fell  from  a  Great 
Central  train  near  Northwood.  He  was  badly 
injured,  and  died  shortly  after  arrival  at  St.  Mary's 


Hospital.  It  is  not  known  how  he  came  to  fall 
from  the  train.  Deceased  carried  on  business 
at  35,  John-street,  Bedford-row,  London.  He 
was  a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Price,  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  auctioneers,  Messrs.  Foster, 
Price  and  Foster,  of  Norwich  Court,  Gray's  Inn, 
and  was  admitted  in  1877.  Mr.  Arthur  Price  was 
the  hon.  secretary  of  the  True  Waltonian  Angling 
Society  for  thirty  years,  and  one  of  the  best- 
known  London  anglers." 

Mr.  Price  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  we  all  regretted  when  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  his  position  on  the  council, 
as  his  quiet  courtesy,  great  tact  and  knowledge 
made  him  a  highly  valued  member.  The  high 
position  of  the  True  Waltonian  Angling  Society 
was  undoubtedly  greatly  due  to  his  devotion  to  its 
welfare.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  honorary 
solicitor  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society. 

The  Impulsive  Rainbow — A  Tip  for  Makers  of 
Rods  for  Ladies. 

The  more  experience  I  have  in  catching  rainbow 
trout  the  more  confirmed  I  am  in  the  view  that 
their  ancestors  not  so  long  ago  were  migratory  sea- 
trout,  also  that  their  methods  of  taking  a  fly  and 
fighting  when  hooked  are  quite  different  from  those 
of  our  common  trout,  Salmo  fario.  In  one  of  the 
pretty  lakes  which  he  preserves  strictly  for  fly 
fishing,  Mr.  Louis  Mason,  of  the  Harrietsham  Fish 
Breeding  Establishment,  in  the  heart  of  Kent,  has 
some  wonderful  two-year-old  rainbows— I  say 
wonderful,  for  I  never  saw  such  fish  before — many 
were  nearly  21b.  in  weight,  and  of  the  most  perfect 
shape  and  colouring.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  some  of  the  strains  of  rainbows  now  in  Europe 
are  very  inferior  indeed  to  the  best — those  who 
have  seen  only  the  inferior  fish,  of  course  have  a 
correspondingly  poor  idea  of  it.  Mrs.  M.,  Mr. 
David  Pine  and  I  had  some  excellent  sport  with 
these  game  fish.  They  did  not  swim  up  to  the  fly 
and  take  it  quietly  as  a  brown  trout  often  does — 
directly  they  caught  sight  of  it,  they  put  on  "  full 
speed  ahead,"  and  now  and  then  missed  it  in  their 
haste,  and  had  to  have  another  try.  But  the  angler 
misses  the  fish  which  has  taken  the  fly  much  of  tener 
than  the  fish  misses  the  fly  !  I  had  many  fish 
which  took  off  nearly  all  my  line  in  two  or  three 
rushes,  and  Mi-.  Pine  had  the  same  experience,  and 
was  continually  misled  into  supposing  he  had  a 
fish  of  2Jlb.  or  31b.  on  when  it  was  only  half  that 
weight.  Mrs.  M.  was  much  harder  on  the  fish,  not 
always  intentionally,  but  the  reel  being  fixed  at  the 
extreme  end  of  the  butt  of  the  rod  she  was  using 
the  handle  caught  in  her  dress,  causing  the  loss  of 
some  well-hooked  fish,  but  she  landed  three  or  four 
brace  between  1  lb.  and  21b.,  and  with  an  inch  or 
two  of  butt  beyond  the  reel  and  a  rubber  button 
on  that  would  have  had  a  better  chance.  This  is 
a  tip  from  practical  experience  which  makers  of 
rods  for  ladies  should  bear  in  mind.  These  beautiful 
fish  proved  excellent  when  cooked,  and  Mr.  Mason 
and  his  enthusiastic  fish-breeder,  Mr.  Grierson,  may 
well  be  proud  of  them.  The  view  they  hold  about 
rainbows  is  that  when  they  get  over  their  prime 
they  give  over  rising,  and  where  fly  fishing  is 
wanted  they  should  be  killed  down  and  replaced  by 
younger  fish. 

Which  is  the  Better  Fish,  S.  fabio  or 

s.  ibideus  ? 
For  hard,  plucky  fighting  and  wild  jumping,  I 
doubt  if  even  the  liveliest  sea-trout  beats  the  rain- 
bow, but,  as  I  said  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
years  ago,  the  rainbow  fights  with  madness,  there 
is  no  method  in  it — all  he  tries  to  do  is  to  get 
rid  of  the  hook  by  rushing  about  anyhow.  Mr. 
David  Pine  and  I  both  had  fine  rainbows  out  of 
the  narrow  stream  above  and  below  a  little  dam 
at  the  head  of  the  lake.  The  place  was  full  of 
snags  and  roots,  but  the  fish  kindly  took  no  advan- 
tage of  them  as  a  bro-wn  trout  would  have  done — 
or,  at  least,  tried  to  do.  For  this  reason,  as  also 
for  the  fact  that  the  sport-giving  period  of  the 
rainbow's  life  is  so  much  shorter  than  that  of  our 
native  trout,  and  for  other  reasons,  I  should  never 
hesitate  to  recommend  a  real  good  strain  of  S.  fario 
in  preference  to  any  rainbow  trout.  I  say  good 
strain  of  fario,  because  there  are  by  far  too  many 
poor  ones  about— the  result  of  careless  or  inex- 
perienced artificial  breeding.  It  is  impossible  to 
gctjivcly,  strong,  free-rising  trout  suitable  for  life 
in  streams  from  generation  after  generation  of  pond- 
bred,  pond-fed  parents,  who.se  chief  diet  has  been 
probably  horseflesh. 


Fishing  and  Water  Supplies. 

A  New  York  city  water  supply  project,  for 
which  Forest  and  u^tream  says  160,000,000  dollars 
will  be  spent,  will  involve  the  taking  of  some  18,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  Catskills,  the  obliteration  of 
several  villages,  the  removal  of  nineteen  miles  of 
railroad  track,  and  the  confiscation  of  boating  and 
fishing  privileges  in  many  streams  and  ponds  and 
lakes.  This  is  one  of  a  rapidly  growing  number  of  in- 
stances of  water  supply  extensions  which  involve  the 
takingawayof  rights  enjoyed  from  time  immemorial 
by  the  angler.  In  Middletown,  New  York,  a  war 
has  been  waged  for  four  years  over  the  prohibition 
of  fishing  in  the  public  reservoirs ;  the  strife  has 
split  both  political  parties,  made  bitter  enemies 
of  lifelong  friends,  and  caused  bloodshed  several 
times.  In  Massachusetts  the  Legislature  this  year 
passed  a  bill  permitting  fishihg  and  boating  in 
several  bodies  of  water  in  the  Boston  water  system, 
but  Governor  Guild  has  vetoed  the  measure,  hold- 
ing that  the  lives  of  a  million  people  should  not  be 
imperilled  for  the  advantage  of  a  few  thousands. 

"  Short  Holidays  in  Small  Open  Boats."j 

This  is  the  title  of  a  well-written  little  book  by 
W.  H.  Macpherson  which  has  just  been  published 
by  Mr.  Horace  Cox,  with  illustrations  by  G.  F. 
Holmes  and  the  author.  It  is  just  the  book  to  fix 
the  resolve  of  anyone  with  a  leaning  towards  boat 
sailing.  Why  should  not  a  useful  little  book  like 
this  have  the  title  printed  on  the  back  ?  When  a 
book  with  no  title  on  the  back  is  put  into  a  book- 
shelf it  is  lost  for  ever  and  a  day. 

Worth  noting  if  Mosquitoes  and  Midges  are  about. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Rogers,  the  chemist,  327,  Oxford- 
street,  London,  W.,  writes:— 

"  Deab  Sni, — Will  you  kindly  give  the  enclosed 
'  Muscatol '  a  trial,  and  if  you*consider  your  ex- 
perience of  sufficient  interest  to  your  readers,  give 
them  the  benefit  of  it. 

"  In  writing  you  I  am  acting  upon  the  sugges- 
tions of  several  users  of  this  preparation  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  Norway  who  are  anglers, 
and  who,  having  found  it  '  invaluable,'  express  the 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  more  widely  known 
among  their  brethren  of  the  rod. 

"  For  instance,  Mr.  T.  P.  Hawksley  writes  to  me 
under  date  of  June  25  : 

"  '  I  used  your  "  Muscatol  "  on  Saturday  at 
Elstree.  There  were  few  gnats,  but  clouds  of 
midges.  The  application  was  a  perfect  success  ;  it 
put  me  in  quarantine  for  about  three  hours  without 
the  suspicion  of  a  bite  or  any  annoyance  from  the 
flies.  By  all  means  send  it  to  Mr.  Marston,  and 
tell  him  I  have  tried  it  on  an  acre  and  a  half  of 
shaven  face,  and  was  envied.' 

"I  may  add  that  'Muscatol'  is  not  a  new 
preparation,  it  has  stood  the  test  of  years,  and  its 
popularity  has  steadily  increased  through  personal 
recommendations  of  users.  I  am  now  placing  it 
before  a  larger  public  by  advertisement."' 

Mr.  Rogers  afterwards  called,  and  is  going  to 
send  me  a  few  bottles  to  send  to  friends,  but  I  do 
not  myself  wish  for  a  better  testimonial  than  that 
of  my  old  friend  Mr.  T.  P.  Hawksley,  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and 
often  quoted  by  Mr.  Halford  in  his  capital  works 
on  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing."  I  have  not  space  to  quote 
at  length  from  the  printed  testimonials,  but  the 
following  will  show  that  "  Muscatol  "  must  be  an 
unusually  successful  preventive : — ■ 

"Southern  Nigeria. — July,  1904. — Please  send 
me  a  large  export  bottle  of  insect  specific  '  Mus- 
catol '  by  return  parcels  post.  The  sand  flies  are 
very  bad  here,  but  I  find  your  '  Muscatol '  an 
excellent  and  sovereign  protection  against  them 
and  mosquitoes,  and  in  fact  any  insect.  It  is  most 
pleasant  to  use,  being  of  a  most  agreeable  perfume 
and  quite  refreshing  to  the  face.  I  lately  brought 
out  with  me  a  good  sized  bottle,  but  as  there  is 
such  a  run  on  it  by  the  officers  here  I  am  writing 
in  good  time  for  a  further  supply  rather  than  run 
out  of  it." 

"Nobthebn  Nigeria. — March  15,  1906. — I  used 
your  preparation  '  Muscatol '  in  Northern  Nigeria 
from  March,  1904,  to  October,  1905,  and  found  it 
invaluable.  It  gives  absolute  protection  against 
mosquitoes,  sand  flies,  and  other  insects.  I  never 
intend  to  be  without  it  in  future,  and  strongly 
recommend  it  to  all  travellers  in  tropical  countries." 

It  is  quite  a  pleasant  preparation.  Of  course, 
where  mosquitoes  are  very  thick,  some  are  in- 
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quisitive  enough  to  stop  at  nothing  to  gain 
their  ends.  It  seems  to  me  that  what  we  want 
is  a  double-barrelled  bottle  —  one  side  to  keep 
the  pests  off,  and  the  other  to  apply  to  take 
out  the  irritation  when  they  do  get  home. 
Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  an  angler  who  has  been 
fishing  in  Jamaica,  I  think  I  have  found  something 
which  at  once  stops  the  irritation — when  I  have 
tried  it  a  little  more  I  hope  to  be  able  to  recom- 
mend it. 

A  Fishy  Query. 

An  angler  who  wants  me  to  help  him  to  do  a 
bit  of  fishing  in  defiance  of  the  landlord  writes  : — 

"  For  the  past  thirty  years  I  had  a  permit  to 
angle  with  the  fly  and  minnow  in  the  river 
below  this  town  for  three  miles,  but  this  year  the 
landlord  has  refused  any  permits. 

"  Could  I  angle  in  the  river  through  his  estate 
if  I  was  to  wade  and  not  trespass  on  his  land  ? 
The  river  is  shallow  enough  for  some  miles  without 
going  on  his  land.  He  is  the  owner  on  both  banks. 
I  am  a  licence-holder  for  using  a  rod." 

I  was  obliged  to  tell  my  correspondent  that  if 
both  banks  are  held  by  the  landlord  on  a  non-tidal 
river  he  is  the  waterlord  also — in  fact,  it  is  his 
land  which  keeps  the  blessed  river  up.  Fancy, 
after  enjoying  the  privilege  of  fishing  with  fly  and 
minnow  in  a  landlord's  private  water  for  thirty 
years,  wanting  to  do  him  in  the  eye  in  this  way 
because  the  landlord  withdrew  the  permission ! 
I  do  not  know  the  reason,  but  I  will  bet  a  new 
hat  it  was  not  because  this  angler  forgot  to  send 
him  a  brace  of  trout  now  and  then.  No  angler 
eye/- forgets  to  do  that ! — well,  hardly  ever.  I  did 
come  across  a  case  not  long  since  where  an  angler 
had  fished  for  twenty-five  years,  some  days  every 
season,  and  killed  hundreds  of  grand  trout,  and 
all  that  time  had  never  offered  the  owner  a  brace 
of  fish  or  sent  him  as  much  as  a  halfpenny  postage 
stamp.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  mean — bless  you, 
no,  no  angler  ever  is  ! — he  "  never  thought  of  it," 
and  probably  never  will. 


"The  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing." 

Mr.  Fi'ed  G.  Shaw's  new  book,  "  The  Science  of 
Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  will  be  published  by  Messrs. 
Bradbury,  Agnew  and  Co.  early  in  July. 

"  Pelorous  Jack." 

"  R.  P.  M.V  writes  :  — 

"  No  doubt  you  will  be  interested  in  reading  the 
accompanying  extract  from  a  letter  recently  received 
from  a  friend  in  Wellington,  N.Z.  Pelorous  Sound 
is,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  close  to  Nelson. 
You  had  better  run  out  during  yovir  coming  summer 
vacation  to  inspect  '  Pelorous  Jack,'  and  when  you 
return  give  us  his  real  name.  If  you  cannot  go, 
send  the  '  Amateur  Angler,'  and  then  we  should 
have  the  pleasure  of  looking  forward  to  another 
book  from  his  inspired  pen. 

"  '  On  coming  through  the  Pelorous  Sound,  near 
Nelson,  N.Z.,  on  his  way  here  (Wellington),  Tom 
saw  the  famous  Pelorous  Jack,  which  is  a  huge 
fish  of  an  unknown  variety,  about  12ft.  long,  which 
has  established  himself  in  Pelorous  Sound,  and 
regularly  escorts  each  steamer  up  or  down  his 
domain,  diving  and  disporting  around  the  boat 
quite  playfully,  then  leaving  it  at  a  certain  point  to 
rush  off  after  another  steamer,  which  has  perchance 
crossedj^the  first  one  half  way  down  the  sound. 
This  is  not  a  fancy  fish  story,  but  is  an  established 
fact.  This  curious  fish  has  been  in  Pelorous  Sound 
now  for  many  years,  and  never  fails  to  meet  every 
steamer  which  enters  his  private  preserves,  and 
accompany  it  over  an  exact  stretch.  It  is  protected 
by  law,  a  heavy  penalty  being  attached  to  any 
molestation  of  it,  and  all  the  ships'  companies  look 
upon  it  as  a  personal  friend.  Tom  was  much 
impressed  with  the  sight  of  it,  and  will  probably 
mention  it  to  you  himself  next  time  he  writes.'  " 

-Always  glad  to  hear  of  new  fish — stories. 

The  "Magic  Button-Hook"  (Reg.). 

Nearly  twenty  years  ago  I  bought  a  "  Magic 
Button-Hook. ' '  I  wonder  if  any  of  my  readers  know 
where  they  are  to  be  obtained.  The  business  end  of 
it  is  like  a  disgorger,  and  I  have  very  often  got  a  fly 
out  of  a  fish's  mouth  with  it,  as  well  as  found 
it  far  better  than  any  hook-shape  button-hook. 
Recently  I  have  tried  to  get  it,  and  can  only  find 
a  poor  French  imitation  which  is  not  a  bit  of  good. 

R.  B.  Makston. 


DISAPPEAKANCE  OF  THE 
MAY  FLY. 

The  failure  of  the  May  Fly  on  important  rivers 
which  is  disconcerting  anglers  has  been  ascribed  by 
these  experts  to  various  interesting  causes,  at  first 
sight  seemingly  remote,  as,  for  instance,  the  great 
increase  of  wild  birds  under  the  Acts  of  Parliament, 
pointed  out  in  the  Daily  Mail  of  June  18  by  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston. 

The  following  interesting  communication  is  from 
Major  J.  R.  Fraser,  of  Romsey,  Hants,  who  lives  on 
the  River  Test,  and  is  an  ardent  lover  of  the  fishing 
rod  : — 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  May  Fly  is  disap- 
pearing in  some  waters.  The  causes  are  two-fold  as 
far  as  man  is  concerned — namely,  indiscriminate 
weed-cutting  and  removal  of  trees  from  the  banks 
of  streams,  both  being  the  result  of  the  present  craze 
for  big  bags  of  fish  and  facihty  for  capture. 

"  In  many  places  the  old  feeling  of  sport  in  trout 
fishing  has  given  place  to  a  pernicious  system  of 
pot-lnmting,  with  the  result  that  every  object  which 
might  interfere  with  the  capture  of  a  fish  is  removed. 
The  weeds  are  cut  clear  in  April  and  early  May,  and 
any  bushes  which  interfere  with  the  use  of  rod  and 
line  are  ruthlessly  cut  away.  Add  to  this  a  large 
head  of  hungry  fish,  in  many  cases  far  more  in 
number  than  the  water  can  carry,  and  you  have 
the  natural  result,  that  not  only  the  May  Fly  but 
other  flies  also  which  depend  on  the  weeds  for  shelter 
during  the  immature  stages  are  fast  disappearing. 

"  In  old  days,  when  trees  and  weeds  were  respected 
and  placed  at  their  proper  value,  the  fish  had  sanc- 
tuaries where  no  line  could  reach  them,  and  the  flies, 
on  leaving  the  weed-beds  and  rising  to  the  surface  to 
break  their  shell  and  fly  away,  had  perhaps  only  an 
inch  or  so  of  clear  water  to  pass  through  before 
reaching  the  surface  of  the  stream,  and  they,  there- 
fore, had  a  good  chance  of  escaping  the  hungry  trout, 
ever  on  the  watch  for  this  class  of  food. 

"  No  Sheltering  Weeds. 

"  But  what  have  we  now  ?  The  fly  on  leaving  the 
bed  of  the  river  finds  no  sheltering  weeds  to  creep 
up  till  close  to  the  surface,  and  he  has  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  perhaps  a  dozen  hungry  fish  in  a  clear 
piece  of  water  a  yard  or  more  deep.  What  chance 
has  he  ?  Very  little,  if  any. 

"  But  if  he  should  have  the  luck  to  get  free  and 
fly  away,  the  sheltering  trees  on  which  he  used  to 
pitch  and  sit  in  the  sun  are  gone.  He  is  blown  away 
from  the  river  (by  which  it  is  necessary  he  should 
remain  to  lay  eggs  or  reproduce  his  kind)  far  across 
the  country,  a  prey  to  swallows  and  other  birds, 
and  finally,  if  luck  again  favours  him.  and  he  escapes 
these  dangers,  he  dies  a  forlorn  death  in  some 
meadow. 

"  The  pot-hunter  prostitutes  sport  and  destroys 
the  river,  and  to  him  and  his  class — which,  alas  ! 
is  only  too  common  on  our  best  waters — are  due  the 
loss  of  some  of  our  most  valuable  fish  food  supplies 
in  the  shape  of  fly  life.  If  this  matter  of  weed- 
cutting  and  tree  destruction  is  not  speedily  taken 
up,  a  few  years  will  see  the  complete  disappearance 
of  the  May  Fly,  and  also  the  total  failure  of  the 
OUves  and  Caddis  Flies  as  well.  We  shall  then  be 
reduced  to  feeding  our  fish  on  such  food  as  will 
develop  teeth  like  a  dog  to  bite  us  with  when  we 
land  them,  and  serve  us  right  !  " — Daily  Mail. 


"POTTED"  SALMON. 


With  a  rise  in  the  rivers  there  wiU  be  a  fresh  run 
of  salmon,  and  the  grilse  season  will  also  set  in  in 
dead  earnest  ;  but  meantime  the  streams  have 
run  down  to  summer  size  with  the  rigorous  spell  of 
drought  which  holds  sway,  and  what  sport  is  being 
got  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey,  or  elsewhere,  is 
mainly  with  "  potted  "  fish. 

"  Potted  "  fish  are  those  that  have  been  in  the 
fresh  water  long  enough  to  lose  their  silver  sheen. 
They  show  up  red,  and  are  often  termed  "  red  "  as  well 
as  "potted"  fish.  From  a  sportive  point  of  view  they 
are  excellent  fighters,  giving  equal,  if  not  longer, 
battle  than  fresh-run  fish,  but  are  not  so  easily  got 
hold  of. 

As  a  rule,  potted  fish  are  seldom  met  with  on  any 
of  the  middle  and  lower  waters,  but  are  mostly 
confined  to  the  upper  reaches,  where  a  fresh -run 
silvery  beauty  is,  on  the  other  hand,  as  great  a 
rarity.  But  in  an  abnormally  cold  spring  like  the 
present,  when  the  upper  waters  have  been  all  along 
"  snow  broth,"  the  main  bulk  of  the  spring  migration 


has  made  but  little  headway  into  the  upper  reaches 
and  are  meantime  as  thick  as  peas  in  soup  in  the 
higher  parts  of  the  mid-reaches,  and  there  in  the 
deeper  pools  lie  in  wait  for  the  next  rise  in  the 
river  to  push  farther  and  farther  inland  to  the  goal 
they  should  have  reached  months  ago. 

"  Potted  "  fish  are  most  difficult  to  get  a  rise  out  of. 
They  have  become  shy.  The  waters  around  are  so 
clear  that  nothing  but  the  finest  of  far  fishing  can 
fetch  them,  and  even  then  only  with  the  tiniest 
Jock  Scott,  Silver  and  Blue,  or  such  like.  With  a 
gentle  ripple  on  the  water  the  chances  are  decidedly 
increased,  and  when  half  a  gale  blows  from  the  right 
direction  and  waves  are  raised  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  the  fish  so  shy  before  and  so  suspicious  of 
even  the  smallest  of  trout  flies  will  then  rise  to  any- 
thing up  to  a  l^in.  Gordon. 

But  the  best  chance  for  the  "  potted  fish  "  is  when 
there  is  a  rise  in  the  rivers.  Be  it  ever  so  slight, 
almost  imperceptible  to  the  naked  eye,  the  fish  are 
all  again  on  the  qui  vive,  and  ready  for  an  eel  tail, 
a  worm  of  the  lob  order,  a  gudgeon,  a  minnow,  but 
most  of  all  a  prawn. 

I  have  seen  the  red  fish  lying  in  tiers — so  it 
appeared — over  each  other  in  the  pool  ;  have  tried 
them  with  every  conceivable  lure  and  bait  at  all 
times  of  the  night  and  day,  but  not  a  single  move. 
Days  have  passed  into  weeks,  and  still  the  same 
passive  resistance  held  them  spellbound. 

Then  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  accompanied  by 
the  howling  of  the  storm,  the  drought  would  give 
way,  a  heavy  rain  set  in,  and,  with  the  brea  .  of 
dawn,  there  would  come  the  long-looked-for  change, 
and  all  our  worries  and  trials  past  for  the  nonce. 

The  fir-st  day  of  a  rise  is  only  good  for  the  spinner, 
wormer,  or  a  big  bright  Devon.  It  is  the  second  or 
third  day  after  a  rise  in  the  river  that  the  fish  come 
best  to  the  fly.  They  have  changed  their  habitat, 
and  for  the  next  eight  or  ten  days  sport  has  been 
made  easy  with  the  ''potted"  fish. 

The  prawn  does  sometimes  work  wonders  with 
"  potted  "  fish  when  everything  else  fails,  and  hence 
•its  popularity  at  such  times,  and  hence  also  the  big 
records  that  are  occasionally  made  with  it.  But  it  is 
too  much  of  an  unpopular  bait  to  be  lauded  to  the 
skies,  as  it  sometimes  quite  needlessly  is.  There 
are  exceptional  times  when  an  angler,  if  so  minded, 
may  use  a  prawn,  worm,  or  any  other  legal  lure  he 
pleases,  so  long  as  he  is  strictly  within  his  rights, 
but  all  the  same  the  true  sportsman  does  so  but 
sparingly,  and  to  him  the  fly  is  the  lure  of  lures. 

"  Potted  "  fish  are  excellent  eating.  They  are 
not  so  fat  as  sea-fish,  but  for  all  that  make  a  most 
acceptable  dish  for  the  table,  and  although  at  times 
red  and  even  coal  black,  cut  up  beautiful  and 
pink,  and  also  make  the  best  of  kippers.     G.  M. 


PBYOE'S  "ANTI-BITE" 

Mb.  S.  H.  Pryor,  chemist,  Beckenham,  Kent,  is 
an  angler,  and  knows  what  a  nuisance  gnats  and 
flies  are  to  anglers,  especially  on  thickly-wooded 
waters.  His  "  Anti-Bite  "  is  most  highly  spoken  of 
by  hundreds  of  users  as  a  preventive  against  the 
bites  and  stings  of  mosquitoes,  gnats,  flies,  midges, 
etc.  It  is  a  very  pleasant  preparation  with  a  re- 
freshing aromatic  smell,  and  "  has  been  called 
infallible  " — not  by  me,  for  I  do  not  believe  that 
where  mosquitoes  are  really  bad  anything  will  keep 
them  off,  but  anything  which  keeps  them  off  at  all 
is  invaluable  ;  and  for  the  midges,  gnats,  etc.,  which 
bother  people  in  this  country  Pryor's  "  Anti-Bite  " 
will  be  found  most  useful.  Ladies  who  get  bitten 
on  the  ankles  when  sitting  out  under  the  trees  will 
find  the  preparation  quite  pleasant  to  use,  and  the 
effect  is  more  lasting  than  with  some  preparations. 


"SAMBULINE"  AND  "PUMICE- 
STONE  SOAP." 

We  have  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of 
anglers  two  excellent  preparations — "  Sambuline  " 
and  "  Pumice-Stone  Soap."  The  former  is  parti- 
cularly suited  for  soothing  and  coohng  the  skin  after 
exposure  to  the  sun,  for  allaying  the  irritation  of 
prickly  heat,  blisters,  etc.  ;  whilst  the  latter  is  a 
speciality  for  removing  fruit  stains  from  the  hands. 
It  is  also  specially  adapted  for  cleansing  soiled 
hands  through  motoring,  gardening,  etc.  The  name 
of  the  makers — Messrs.  Osborne,  Bauer,  and  Cheese- 
man,  of  19,  Golden-square,  Regent-street,  London 
— is  a  guarantee  that  they  are  high-class  articles, 
and  we  can  speak  very  highly  of  them  from  personal 
experience. 
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GROUND  MACKEREL 
FISHING,  &c. 

[From    the    revised    edition    of    "  The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  the  late  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 


(Continued  from  page  429.) 

Having  handed  over  the  baits,  consisting  of  the 
usual  thinly-cut  mackerel  tail,  they  are  affixed  to 
the  hook  by  placing  them  on  a  piece  of  soft  flat  cork, 
and  forcing  the  point  and  barb  through  the  smaller 
end,  the  two  stern  lines  are  speedily  towng  in  our 
wake,  being  made  fast  to  the  after-thwart,  whilst 
old  John  rigs  out  the  bobbers  or  booms  for  the 
forward  lines,  which  bobbers  I  had  made  fishing-rod 
fashion,  of  stout  ash.  in  four  pieces  (the  top  hickory), 
for  convenience  of  stowage.  Twig,  twig  goes  the 
line  on  the  weather  quarter — twig,  twig  is  repeated 
by  that  on  the  lee,  upon  which  I  proceed  to  haul  in 
one  of  the  twain,  desiring  old  John  to  bear  a  hand 
with  the  bobbers,  as  we  were  evidently  getting  well 
up  with  the  body  of  the  fish. 

The  reader  will  observe  I  hauled  in  only  one  of 
the  twain,  keeping  the  other  towing  astern  until  I 
should  hook  a  successor,  for  the  mackerel,  being 
eminently  gregarious  in  its  habits,  will  generally 
follow  a  hooked  leader,  until  all  or  nearly  all  the 
shoal  may  be  captured,  provided  the  boat  maintains 
a  uniform  rate  of  speed,  so  that  the  lines  may  not 
sink  suddenly  to  a  greater  depth. 

An  additional  minute  or  two  allowed  old  John  to 
get  the  bobbers  in  order,  to  which  the  lines  were 
attached  by  the  bobber  strings,  which  being  made 
fast  to  the  bight  of  the  lines,  the  reels  were  secured 
in-board,  and  the  lines  swung  out  clear  of  the  sides 
of  the  boat,  hanging  by  the  bobber  strings  from  the 
ends  of  the  rods,  which  do  not  require  removal  to 
examine  the  lines,  as  the  ends  being  made  fast  in- 
board, they  can  be  overhauled  at  pleasure  without 


crossing  not  only  each  otlier,  but  also  taking  a  turn 
round  the  lee-quarter  line,  thereby  of  course  making 
a  pretty  considerable  foul,  increased  every  moment 
by  the  sudden  movements  of  the  fish — the  per- 
sonification of  two  animated  weavers'  shuttles,  as 
they  darted  to  and  fro  under  the  boat's  quarter. 
This  was,  of  course,  particularly  annoying,  as  we 
were  clearly  again  in  the  midst  of  the  fish,  for  the 
weather  bobber  plainly  showed,  by  its  jerking  and 
bending,  that  a  fish  was  fast  to  it ;  but  we  let  the 
mackerel  remain  to  keep  the  shoal  in  tow,  and 
gett  ing  one  of  the  fish  and  the  foul  on  board  in  a 
lump — for  the  other  had  escaped — we  set  ourselves 
to  work,  having  put  the  foresheet  to  windward,  "  to 
undo  the  knotted  hank,"  having  first  overhauled 
the  remaining  line,  which  yielded  us  a  second  fish. 

Reader  mine,  were  you  ever  similarly  circum- 
stanced ?  Have  you  been  compelled  to  fish  with 
snoodings  of  thread  or  barber's  twist,  and  had  the 
ill-luck  to  foul  them  when  the  fish  were  biting  as 
fast  as  you  could  tend  the  lines  ? 

If  so,  you  will  be  able  to  appreciate  the  annoyance, 
for,  0  miserie  !  you  may  nearly  as  well  endeavour 
to  disentangle  a  wetted  spider's  web  as  to  clear  a 
foul  of  this  description,  and  how  it  manages  in  so 
short  a  time  to  compass  all  the  ins  and  outs  is 
certainly  a  puzzle.  However,  there  is,  of  course, 
only  one  thing  to  be  done — that  is,  to  draw  largely 
on  your  stock  of  patience,  and  endeavour  to  clear 
away  with  all  speed.  The  task  was  at  length 
accomphshed,  and  the  lines  again  put  out,  with 
immediate  success,  and  the  unlucky  mackerel  all 
this  time  towing  on  the  bobber  line  hauled  on 
board  in  a  semi-drowned  state. 

The  basket  was  long  since  filled  with  the  dead 
fish,  and  the  midship  part  of  the  boat  being  likewise 
covered  with  mackerel,  they  invaded  the  stern - 
sheets,  beating  thereon  in  their  struggles  a  lively 
tattoo  with  quivering  tails.  We  had  therefore 
taken  a  large  number  of  fish,  and  it  was  now  4.30 


Red  Sand-Eel,  Cut  in  Two  fob  Bait. 
(S.B.— This  bait  must  not  be  cut  before  being  placed  on  the  hook,  and  then  only  just  before  it  is  oast  overboard.) 


it.  Old  John  soon  accompanied  me  in  adding  to 
the  basket,  and  we  continued  for  some  minutes 
hauling  fish,  sometimes  on  the  weather,  sometimes 
on  the  lee  lines,  as  fast  as  we  were  able  to  tend 
them  in  quick  succession  ;  until  a  sudden  cessation 
took  place,  when  we  wore  round  and  sailed  back  j 
over  the  same  ground  again,  overhauling  the  lines 
and  renewing  the  baits  if  requisite,  which  .should  be 
occasionally  done  when  they  begin  to  lose  their 
brilliancy,  or  do  not  play  well  enough  in  the  water 
to  have  a  lifelike  appearance. 

"  There,"  said  old  John,  "  d'ye  see,  sir  ?  "  holding 
the  lead  in  his  hand,  and  jerking  the  bait  as  it 
towed  in  our  wake,  showing  its  silvery  sheen  and 
blood-red  aide  by  turns ;  "  seems  to  me,  sir,  as  if 
'twas  jist  the  tail  of  a  launce  a-working  " — in  which 
view  the  mackerel  evidently  concurred,  as  I  hooked 
another  the  next  moment,  and  exclaiming,  "  Here 
we  are  again,  John,"  as  he  dropped  the  lead  like  a  hot 
potato  overboard,  and  sprang  to  attend  his  bobber 
lines  as  if  rejuvenated.  The  fish  took  thenceforward 
with  great  briskness,  and  I  really  believe  we  captured 
more  than  a  hundred  on  one  tack  towards  the 
offing,  with  little  or  no  check,  when  they  ceased 
suddenly,  as  is  commonly  the  case,  without  assign- 
able cause  other  than  that  we  may  .suppo.se  all  the 
shoal  to  have  been  caught.  We  therefore  wore 
again  and  stodd  in  towards  the  land,  but  did  not 
strike  the  fi.sh  for  some  time,  of  which  I  did  not 
complain,  for,  to  tell  the  truth,  my  back  ached  with 
continual  stooping  ;  and  Nature  very  plainly  assert- 
ing that  she  abhorred  a  vacuum,  we  availed  our- 
selves of  the  respite  afforded  to  take  some  refresh- 
ment before  renewing  our  labours. 

In  another  quarter  of  an  hour  we  again  fell  in 
with  the  fish,  and  both  happening  to  be  hauling  at 
the  same  time,  old  John  with  the  lee  bobber  and  the 
writer  with  the  weather-quarter  line,  by  a  piece  of 
ill-luck  or  maladroitness,  or  both  combined,  the  two 
fish  contrived  to  sheer  across  the  stem  of  the  boat 
towards  each  other  after  the  leads  were  on  board. 


p.m.  The  wind  was  failing  fast,  and  as  I  had  no 
inclination  to  pull  back  after  the  day's  fishing,  we 
boomed  out  our  sails,  and  made  the  best  of  our  way 
home,  when  we  beached  the  little  craft,  hooked  on 
the  capstan  chain,  and  hove  her  up,  after  a  wash, 
preliminary  to  the  regular  scour  she  had  next 
morning,  which  she  certainly  required  after  such  a 
'capture. 

Old  John  had  a  large  basket  (as  much  as  he 
could  carry)  for  his  share  ;  and  sending  a  servant 
for  the  garden  wheelbarrow,  it  was  piled  full,  after 
which  another  basket  placed  between  its  shafts 
rec  ■jived  the  rest,  and  being  driven  up  the  street, 
distribution  was  made  right  and  left  to  all  comers 
until  the  load  was  considerably  lightened  The  fish 
were  counted  into  the  baskets  and  the  barrow,  and 
the  number  amounted  to  412.  We  took  our  first 
fish  about  11.30  a.m.  and  ceased  fishing  at  4.30  p.m., 
and  better  sport  with  mackerel  I  never  had.  My 
late  old  friend  Joseph  Gibbs  was  at  it  all  day,  and, 
delivering  his  first  catch  at  noon,  went  out  until 
evening,  his  day's  work  (assisted  by  his  partner) 
yielding  920  mackerel.  I  have  known  much  larger 
numbers  taken,  even  up  to  1400  or  1500  a  boat  ; 
but  anything  over  a  hundred  may  be  looked  on  as  a 
good  day's  fishing. 

Mackerel  Fishing-  at  Anchor. 

in  August,  September,  and  October,  these  fish 
may  be  taken  at  anchor  with  the  same  pipe-lead 
hair-lines  as  are  used  for  whiting-pollack,  and  the 
best  bait  is  the  purple,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called, 
the  red  sand-eel,  to  be  used  alive. 

The  sand-eels  should  be  caught  in  a  seine,  and 
towed  behind  the  boat. 

To  bait  the  hook,  pass  the  point  into  the  mouth 
and  out  at  the  gills,  then  turning  it  over,  hook  the 
fish  across  through  the  throat  slightly  ;  this  hurts 
the  bait  but  little. 

If  the  bait  be  more  than  six  inches  in  length,  cut 
it  in  two  in  the  middle,  after  which,  strange  to 


.say,  it  will  move  a  con.siderable  time.  In  this 
fishing  the  bait  .should  bo  kept  just  clear  of  the 
ground.  Having  baited  tlie  hook  with  the  living 
fish,  place  it  on  the  gunwale,  and  cutting  it  in  two 
in  a  slanting  direction,  throw  it  into  the  water  at 
the  same  instant,  and  pay  out  the  line  quickly,  for 
the  exudation  from  the  freshly-cut  fish  renders  it 
doubly  enticing  to  the  mackerel. 

If  no  sand-eels  are  procuraljle,  get  a  quantity  of 
the  entrails  of  pilchards,  which  are  an  excellent  bait. 
Ragworms  may  also  be  used,  but  sand-eels  and  the 
entrails  of  pilchards  are  standard  baits.  As  large 
quantities  of  pilchards  are  taken  in  summer  and 
autumn  on  the  western  coasts  of  England,  there  is 
little  difficulty  in  getting  a  quantity  of  offal  almost 
daily. 

If  hair-lines  with  pipe-leads  are  not  heavy  enough 
in  a  tideway,  the  one-pound  leads  with  the  hemp 
or  flax  line,  used  in  sailing  for  mackerel,  will  be 
found  very  useful,  instead  of  the  forward  pair  of 
hair-lines. 

Whilst  fishing  at  anchor  for  mackerel,  other  fish 
are  also  frequently  taken. 

Some  years  since  the  fishermen  of  Guernsey 
discovered  that  numbers  of  largs-sized  mackerel 
might  be  taken  by  this  method  at  night,  particularly 
during  a  bright  moonlight.  This  has  consequently 
come  to  be  recognised  as  a  regular  means  of  capture 
in  the  autumn  months,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  adopted  elsewhere  in  fitting  localities. 
The  favourite  haunts  of  the  large  mackerel  in  the 
locality  referred  to  are  certain  spots  on  the  edge  of 
the  bank  of  sand  and  gravel  near  St.  Peter's  Port, 
known  as  the  Great  Bank,  and  I  cannot  see  why 
the  plan  should  not  answer  as  well  on  the  coasts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  similar  positions. 

The  kind  of  ground  to  try  is  a  gravelly  sand- 
bank, a  mile  or  more  detached  from  shore,  having 
on  it  at  low  water  from  three  to  ten  fathoms,  with 
twenty  fathoms  or  more  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
These  elevated  banks  are  much  frequented  by  both 
mackerel,  gurnard,  and  the  choicer  flatfish  ;  the 
Bahama  Bank,  for  instance,  off  Ramsay  Bay,  in  the 
Isle  of  Man,  and  many  others.  I  feel  satisfied  the 
fishery  might  be  much  developed  by  attention  to 
this  one  mode  of  capture.  The  sand-eels  sometimes 
omit  their  visits  to  Guernsey  in  autumn  in  sufficient 
abimdance  for  seining,  in  which  case  this  fishery  is 
not  followed.  These  bank-ground  mackerel  are 
particularly  fine. 

When  pollack  fishing  with  drift-lines,  in  July  and 
later,  should  the  mackerel  make  their  appearance, 
cut  the  sand-eels  (see  illustration).  I  have  tried  the 
slice  from  the  mackerel's  tail  frequently  at  anchor, 
but  with  little  success  ;  the  sand-eel  is  superior  in  a 
tideway  to  every  other  bait. 

The  Scad  or  Horse-Mackerel. 

{Scomber  trachurus.) 
This,  although  of  the  mackerel  family,  is  a  coarse 
fish,  and  consequently  not  held  in  much  estimation. 
It  is  taken  indifferently,  at  anchor  or  under  sail, 
when  fishing  for  mackerel,  pollack,  pout,  or  whiting. 
The  lateral  line  of  this  fish  is  curved  and  marked 
with  a  succession  of  pointed  scales,  besides  two 
spines  close  to  the  anal  fin,  which  it  is  well  to 
remember  whilst  unhooking  them.  They  are  some- 
times seen  in  enormous  shoals  entering  coves  and 
harbours,  and  on  such  occasions  have  been  taken 
in  cartloads  by  placing  a  net  across  the  entrance. 
As  bait  for  prawns,  etc.,  they  are  useful,  but  the 
flesh,  being  of  a  stronger  taste  than  mackerel,  is  in 
little  request  as  food  in  general.  It  is  often  taken 
in  the  mackerel  seines,  and  not  unfrequently  with 
the  angling  rod  when  pollack  fishing  from  rocks  and 
piers.  This  fish  is  often  salted  for  winter  provision 
in  Cornwall  and  the  Scilly  Isles. 

(To  he  continued.) 


FEEE  IMPOET  OF 

PEESEEVED  FISH. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  learn 
through  the  Foreign  OCioe  that  the  Russian 
"  Official  Messenger  "  of  May  18-31  publishes  a 
decision  of  the  Council  ol  the  Empire  to  renew  until 
May  15-28,  1911,  the  privilege  up  till  now  enjoyed 
of  free  import  into  the  ports  of  the  Government  of 
Archangel  of  preserved  fish  carried  on  board 
Russian  ships,  the  period  for  which  this  privilege 
was  granted  being  about  to  expire. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
4,  Whitehall-place,  London,  S.W. 
June,  1906. 
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SOME   KEMINISCENCES  OF 
FISHING  WITH  THE  LATE 
FEANCIS  FEANCIS. 


"Anolbe,  Author,  JouENAuaT. 
''Died  Dec.  24,  1886." 
So  the  monument  in  the  cathedral  at  Winchester 
describes  him,  the  place  he  loved  so  well,  where  he 
spent  many  happy  days.  How  time  flies,  to  be 
sure!  Just  on  twenty  years  ago,  and  it  is  thirty 
years  since  I  first  went  fishing  with  him.  That 
was  in  1876,  and  we  went  to  Andover.  Two  years 
after  we  went  to  Stockbridge  to  fish  the  Houghton 
water,  just  after  we  had  finished  the  joint  book 
"Sporting  Sketches." 

Fbanois  and  Marbyat. 

It  was  there  I  first  came  across  that  wonderful 
fisherman  and  generally  all-round  man  Marryat, 
a  man  for  whom  Francis  had  a  great  and  sincere 
respect,  though,  of  course,  they  used  to  disagree  a 
good  deal  over  matters  piscatorial,  and  very 
amusing  those  encounters  used  to  be,  for  Francis 
was  inclined,  in  his  own  hearty,  boisterous  way,  to 
be  a  bit  dogmatic,  and  Marryat  was  deciciedly 
"  slim,"  so  we  had  great  fun.  I  remember  on 
one  occasion  the  latter  "wiping  his  eye"  very 
badly.  Marryat,  who,  as  a  rule,  preferred  to  walk 
about  and  look  on,  was  this  time  fishing  close  to 
Francis,  who,  in  trying  for  a  rising  trout,  got  hung 
up  in  a  bush,  and  Marryat,  who  could  do  anything 
with  a  rod  and  line,  cast  over  Francis'  line  and 
hooked  the  fish.  Of  course,  the  Professor  (among 
a  few  of  us  he  was  always  affectionately  known 
by  that  title)  grumbled  a  bit — he  was  a  good 
grumbler,  but  he  none  the  less  admired  the  other's 
skill.  I  cannot  help  bringing  in  Marryat's  name 
again,  as  I  so  often  met  him  when  I  went  fishing 
with  Francis.  He  was  an  extraordinary  man  in 
many  ways,  and  he  and  Francis  would  sit  and  yam 
and  smoke  for  any  length  of  time  to  their  mutual 
enjoyment,  and  he  had  a  very  odd  way  of  putting 
things.  Once  at  Winchester  I  had  taken  a  barely 
sizeable  fish,  and  took  it  up  to  where  the  two 
were  sitting  finishing  their  lunch.  Marryat  took 
the  fish  and  looked  at  it  critically,  and  then  care- 
fully arranging  it  to  its  best  advantage  on  the  seat 
beside  him,  and  with  great  solemnity  adding  some 
torn  grass  and  leaves  to  set  it  oflf  nicely,  said, 
"  Now  look  here,  Mr.  C.  Whenever  you  get  leave 
to  fish  on  some  person's  water,  and  you  catch  a 
fish  like  this,  just  make  much  of  it,  as  I  have  done, 
and  then  send  it  up  to  the  house  with  your  com- 
pliments and  beg  their  acceptance  of  the  magnificent 
fish,  and  they  will  think  you  such  an  almighty 
dufiEer  that  you  will  never  have  any  difficulty  in 
getting  leave  to  fish  there  again." 

How  Feancis  Beat  the  Club. 

I  think  about  our  best  day  was  in  '78  at  Fair- 
bairns  water,  near  Winchester,  when  we  got  a 
four,  a  three,  and  a  two  and  a  half  pounder,  besides 
lots  of  others  a  bit  less.  I  had  the  luck  to  get  the 
three-pounder,  as  but  for  an  accident  Francis 
would  have  had  it,  but  he  happened  to  step  in 
over  his  waders  in  playmg  a  fish,  and  had  to  go 
up  to  the  keeper's  house  to  get  dry.  I  remember 
in  the  evening  I  fetched  in  Mr.  Aldham,  who  was 
immensely  struck  with  the  exhibition.  He  was 
another  friend  of  Francis'  and  mine — a  curious, 
courtly,  dignified  old  gentleman,  a  great  authority 
on  and  a  beautiful  maker  himself  of  flies,  but  I 
never  saw  him  do  any  actual  fishing.  Once  again 
I  remember  we  had  an  exceedingly  good  time. 
This  was  at  Andover.  We  had  only  one  rod 
between  us,  and  it  had  been  so  far  nearly  a  blank 
day.  No  one  else  had  caught  anything,  and  things 
began  to  look  bad  towards  evening.  However, 
Francis  would  never  give  up  while  light  iMted. 
He  always  used  to  say  the  fish  must  feed  some 
time.  The  last  of  the  home-going  other  members 
was  just  saying  good-bye  to  us  when  there  was  a 
sudden  "plop"  from  somewhere  or  other.  The 
other  man  pricked  up  his  ears,  but  Francis  grumbled 
something  about  "  Tails  up,  or  something  of  that 
kind,"  and  the  gentleman,  apparently  satisfied, 
walked  off,  doubtless  to  have  an  extra  appetiser 
before  dinner  to  comfort  himself  for  a  blank  day. 
As  1  have  said,  we  had  only  one  rod  between  us, 
wo  took  it  in  turns,  and  out  of  that  one 


meadow  wo  got  three  brace.  The  joy  and  triumph 
of  the  Professor  was  indeed  great.  "  Beat  the 
club,"  chortled  he,  "  beat  the  entire  club,"  and 
he  then  and  there  performed  a  war  dance  round 
the  captured  trouts  on  the  grass.  You  see  he  had 
stuck  to  it  till  darkness  put  an  end  to  it,  but 
the  other  people  were  not  such  heart-and-soul 
fisherman  as  he  was.  If  he  went  out  fishing  he 
went  to  fish,  and  he  fished  all  the  time.  You 
never  saw  him  with  his  rod  stuck  in  the  ground 
waiting  for  fly  to  come  down.  If  they  would  not 
take  one  thing,  perhaps  they  would  something  else. 
He  was  tied  to  no  rules. 

His  Hearty,  Boy-like  Natube. 

I  remember  his  going  to  fish  someone's  water 
somewhere  or  other.  When  he  came  in  in  the 
evening  with  a  fairly  good  basket,  the  friend, 
rather  amazed,  asked  him  what  fly  he  had  been 
using.  Francis  showed  him  the  one  then  on  his 
cast.  "  Why,"  ejaculated  the  friend,  "  it's  the 
wrong  fly ! " 

As  I  have  said,  when  he  went  a-fishing  he  went 
a-fishing ;  and  nothing  annoyed  him  so  much  as, 
when  sometimes  he  would  be  asked  to  fish  at  a 
friend's  place,  to  be  expected  to  put  in  an  appear- 
ance at  dinner ;  and  if  you  wanted  to  see  the 
Professor  grumpy — and,  bless  him !  he  could  bo 
grumpy  at  times — then  was  the  opportunity,  for 
he  saw  before  him  a  "divided  duty,"  that  of 
making  dinner-talk  and  lingering  over  the  meal, 
which  was  not  his  habit,  all  the  while  his  imagina- 
tion was  showing  him  that  fat  three-pounder,  in 
whose  protecting  bush  he  had  that  afternoon  left 
two  flies  and  a  cast,  just  edging  out  of  his  asylum 
to  the  nice  patch  of  gravel  at  the  tail  of  the  weed, 
for  his  evening  meal. 

It  was  at  once  a  lesson  and  a  treat  to  go  fishing 
with  Francis — the  whole-heartedness  and  zeal  he 
put  into  it,  the  joy,  boyish  joy,  at  success ; 
and  the  grumbles — and  at  times,  I  fear,  even 
something  stronger — at  failure.  He  was  so  simple 
and  so  thorough;  he  was  the  same  in  everything. 
If  things  went  all  right,  all  the  world  could  hear 
that  great,  boisterous,  happy,  healthy  laugh ;  and 
if — well,  if  he  happened  in  trying  to  reach  a  rising 
fish  to  step  over  his  waders,  or  having  at  last  risen 
a  much  flogged-over  trout  and  then  broken  in  him, 
most  people  in  the  vicinity  would  be  awakened 
to  the  fact  that  something  untoward  had  happened 
to  someone — at  least,  as  a  rule.  "D-r-a-t  him, 
he's  off ! ".  would  come  thundering  down  the 
stream,  and  then  you  knew  that  the  Professor  had 
hit  a  big  one  a  bit  too  hard. 

Apropos  to  that  hard  striking,  of  which  he 
himself  pleaded  guilty,  he  attributed  it  to  his 
salmon  fishing,  for  he  had  done  a  good  deal  of  it 
at  one  time,  when  he  visited  most  of  the  English, 
Irish,  and  Scotch  rivers,  writing  articles  for 
the  Field;  he  always  said  it  had  given  him 
a  rather  heavy  hand.  I  do  not  think  he  had 
much  of  an  opinion  of  salmon  fishing  as  against 
trouting:  that  to  him  was  far  higher  sport. 

Francis'  Favourite  Fishing  Stream. 
Owing  to  a  damaged  wrist,  he  always  used  a  big 
double-handed  14ft.  rod,  and  he  never  got  inoculated 
with  the  more  modern  craze  for  rods  that  are 
catalogued  in  pennyweights,  and  flies  to  match 
dressed  on  decimal- pointed  hooks ;  for  all  that  he 
could  use  a  small  rod  if  occasion  required  it,  and 
he  used  to  say  that  to  him  the  most  enjoyable  and 
prettiest  fishing  was  in  some  small  curly  bendibus 
kind  of  a  rather  brooky  river,  where  every  few 
yards  gave  a  fresh  aspect  and  another  problem  as 
to  how  to  get  the  fly  imder  that  particular  bush 
in  view,  without  getting  hung  up  in  that  other 
particular  bush  not  in  view,  and  where  a  half- 
pound  trout  is  a  big  one,  and  the  capture  of  one 
of  three-quarters  of  a  pound  necessitates  the  delay 
incidental  to  seeing  if  the  whisky  flask  will  still 
shake.  As  I  have  said  he  was  a  fisherman  first, 
other  things  did  not  matter;  his  simple  lunch, 
generally  a  cold  cooked  mutton  chop  with  a  thick 
slice  of  buttered  bread — and  a  very  good  and 
convenient  angler's  meal,  too — would  be  eaten 
anywhere  and  anyhow,  and  if  he  had  only  just 
begun  it  and  he  saw  a  rise,  down  would  go  the 
chop  and  he  would  be  off  after  the  fish ;  he  was 
always  the  same,  whether  it  was  tiddler  or  tarpon, 
he  had  come  out  fishing. 

As  Keen  for  Dace  or  Roach  as  Anyone. 
I  have  been  dace  fishing  on  the  Thames  with 
him,  and  he  was  just  as  keen  as  the  village  boys 


with  a  withy  stick  fishing  near  him.  In  the 
winter  time  he  used  to  do  a  good  bit  of  roach 
fishing  in  the  stream  that  ran  at  the  end  of 
the  field  behind  his  pretty  home  at  Twickenham. 
A  sketch  of  him  fishing  there  was  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  time  ago.  We  used  to  get 
some  nice  sport  there,  too,  lots  of  pounders,  and 
some  a  bit  over.  Talk  of  energy !  One  day,  going 
down  this  field  to  see  the  Professor,  who,  they  had 
told  me,  was  down  at  the  river,  I  could  not  see  him 
anywhere.  Presently  I  came  upon  a  pile  of  clothes. 
Di*eadful  thoughts  entered  my  head,  to  be  banished 
by  the  sound  of  a  fearful  snort,  and  my  soul  was 
comforted  by  the  sight  of  the  handsome  brick- 
coloured  face  of  the  Professor  emerging  from  the 
water  in  his  favourite  roach  swim.  It  seemed 
some  strangers  had  been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river — it  was  rather  narrow — 
and  fishing  his  swim,  so  he  had  carried  down  all 
the  old  firegrates  and  bits  of  netting  tied  to 
bricks  and  other  disagreeable  things  that  he  could 
find  with  which  to  pickle  their  side  of  the  stream, 
which  he  most  successfully  did,  and  the  first 
Saturday  that  those  strange  fisher  gentlemen  came 
to  fish  that  swim  was  an  eventful  one.  The 
Professor  sitting  on  his  bank  peacefully  fishing, 
with,  though,  an  uncommonly  bright  twinkle  in 
his  eye,  and  then  the  visitor  having  done  the 
preliminary  plumbing,  etc.,  started  to  fish,  and 
then  he  got  a  bite  ;  then  he  struck  hard  and  the 
line  came  away,  then  he  put  on  a  fresh  hook,  and 
the  next  bite  was  from  a  piece  of  old  hurdle  and 
not  from  a  fat  roach,  and  he  pulled  and  hauled, 
but  though  it  gave  him  a  certain  amount  of  play 
he  could  not  land  it,  and  he  used  bad  language.  I 
thought  the  Professor  would  burst  from  internal  con- 
vulsions, and  then  the  visitor  went  away  with  many 
evil  glances  at  the  placid  gentleman  peacefully 
fishing,  with — by  the  side  of  him — a  nice  little  pile 
of  freshly -caught  roach.  Alas  1  that  pretty  house 
at  Twickenham,  where  one  has  spent  so  many 
pleasant  hours  talkmg  over  fishing  matters,  or 
generally  yarning,  is  now  a  row  of  workmen's 
cottages,  and  the  roach  swim  close  by  an  old 
willow  tree,  that  had  a  hole  made  in  its  trunk  so 
that  we  could  look  into  the  water  without  being 
seen,  and  watch  the  chub  and  roach  there,  and 
notably  a  big  perch  that  none  of  us  could  catch — 
roach  swim,  willow  tree,  and  big  perch  are  all 
gone,  and  it  is  now  the  town  bathing  place. 

Full  of  Stories— One  of  His  Yabns. 

Francis  was  full  of  stories  of  all  kinds,  and 
could  be  the  most  entertaining  of  men,  as  he  also 
was  the  best  "pal"  I  ever  knew  to  go  a-fishing 
with.  He  had  been  about  a  good  bit  as  a  younger 
man,  and  had  known  all  sorts  of  people — fishing 
men,  literary  men,  actors,  and  boxing  men,  or, 
rather,  in  his  time  they  were  fighting  men.  He 
used  to  keep  a  room  in  a  fisherman's  cottage  at 
Hampton,  and  sometimes,  after  a  late  night  in 
town,  he  would  walk  down  in  the  small  hours, 
knock  up  the  sleeping  fisherman,  and  then  they 
would  go  out  fishing  till  breakfast  was  ready. 
There  was  a  story  of  his  that  comes  to  my  mind, 
in  which  this  fisherman,  whose  name  has  escaped 
me,  was  interested.  One,  Frank  Matthews,  an 
actor,  a  friend  of  Francis',  had  engaged  the  man 
and  his  punt  for  a  day's  fishing;  he  had  also 
invited  a  friend  to  accompany  him,  but  this  the 
man  did  not  know.  They  were  to  meet  at  the 
railway  station,  but  when  Matthews  got  there  his 
friend  had  not  arrived,  so  he  went  on  alone,  and 
they  got  out  the  pimt  and  started  fishing.  After  a 
while  a  man  was  seen  coming  up  the  bank,  who 
stopped  when  he  got  opposite  the  two  peacefully 
fishing  in  the  punt.  After  looking  at  them  a 
moment,  he  called  out:  "Hi,  there — you,  I  mean, 
with  the  white  hat  and  the  bottle  nose  and  the 
blue  jaws,  what  the  deuce  are  you  doing  there  ?  " 
The  fisherman  looked  up  a  bit  astonished,  but 
Matthews  went  on  fishing.  "Hi,  d'ye  hear — you 
in  the  punt  with  the  box  of  maggots  and  the  jar 
o£  beer,  fishing  are  you,  with  your  wife  and  children 
starving  at  home;  I  know  all  about  you,  you 
scoundrel."  A  lot  more  abuse  followed;  the  man 
still  wondered  at  Matthews  taking  it  all  so  quietly, 
and  suggested  going  ashore  and  punching  the 
observation-maker's  head.  Still  Matthews  went  on 
fishing ;  at  last  the  abuse  culminated  in  the  remark 
to  the  effect  that  if  the  angling  gentleman  was  a 
man,  and  not  an  adjective  monkey,  he  would  come 
ashore  and  have  it  out  like  a  man.  "  Well,  sir," 
said  the  puntsman..  "  I  don't  know  what  you  think, 
but  if  that  was  said  to  me  I'd  pull  up  the  blooming 
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poles  and  go  ashore  and  give  him  what  he  wants." 
"Oh,  well,"  said  Matthews,  "if  you  think  so, 
perhaps  we  had  better  do  it."  So  the  poles  were 
pulled  up  and  they  punted  towards  the  shore,  the 
fisherman  very  irate  and  looking  forward  to  seeing 
a  fight,  and  the  man  on  the  bank  still  abusive.  As 
soon  as  the  boat's  nose  reached  the  shore  Matthews 
stepped  out,  remarking,  as  he  shook  hands 
with  the  abusive  stranger,  "Hullo,  Bob,  how  are 
you?  I  did  not  see  you  at  the  station."  "No," 
said  Bob,  "missed  the  train,  had  to  wait  for  the 
next,"  and  the  poor  puntsman,  who  had  expected 
to  see  blood,  was  glad  to  go  to  the  gallon  jar  and 
look  for  beer. 

In  Francis'  younger  days,  from  his  accounts, 
people  were  a  bit  more  breezy  and  more  given  to 
playing  jokes  upon  each  other  than  they  are  now, 
but  he  always  loved  a  joke,  even  if,  as  in  one 
instance,  it  went  against  him. 

The  Plttm  Poachers. 
He  was  very  fond  of  his  garden,  and  one  par- 
ticular plum  tree  against  a  wall  he  took  great 
interest  in,  but  when  the  fruit  got  ripe  it  used 
to  disappear  in  some  unaccountable  way.  "  The 
family,  the  younger  part,  were  questioned, 
but, 'bless  you!  they  did  not  know  the  taste 
of  stolen  plums.  Still,  the  plums  vanished, 
and  one  fine  day  there  was  found  stuck  on  to  the 
tree  a  placard  bearing  the  words,  "  These  plums 
are  counted.— F.  F."  A  family  council  was  held. 
There  was  a  large  expanse  of  mould  all  round  the 
tree,  and  recent  rain  had  made  it  soft,  so  they 
could  not  step  on  it  without  leaving  impressions 
of  their  boots,  and  the  boys  knew  the  marks  would 
give  them  away,  so  after  mature  deliberation  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  that  the  only  way  out 
of  the  difficulty  was  to  go  upstairs  and  borrow  a 
pair  of  the  governor's  boots,  which  one  of  the 
piratical  crew  put  on,  and  some  more  plums  dis- 
appeared. Incidentally,  I  must  say,  Francis  had  a 
particularly  small  and  neat  foot.  Next  morning 
there  was  a  great  to-do  all  over  the  place.  More 
plums  had  disappeared  notwithstanding  the  careful 
counting.  The  delinquents  were  again  examined, 
but  were  as  innocent-looking  as  doves,  and  as  they 
explained  to  the  governor  if  anyone  had  really 
prigged  his  plums  why  their  footmarks  would  give 
them  away,  but  if  he  looked  he  could  see  for 
himself  that  no  one  but  bis  own  very  self  had 
stepped  upon  that  piece  of  soft  mould,  for  there 
were  his  own  bootmarks.  And  the  Professor  had, 
with  many  deep  grumbles,  to  appear  to  be  satisfied, 
but  when  he  knew  the  whole  story  he  used  to 
chuckle  very  much  over  it,  though  rwt  before  the 
younger  members  of  the  family. 

Francis,  if  he  hated  anything  in  this  world,  it 
was  a  "  duffer  "  at  either  fishing  or  shooting,  and 
he  objected  much  to  going  out  with  them.  He 
used  to  tell  some  funny  stories  about  the  shooting 
duffer.  I  remember  being  with  him  once  jack 
fishing,  we  had  on  that  occasion  a  duffer  with  us. 
The  place  was  a  lake,  and  there  was  reported  to 
be  a  monstrous  fish  there.  The  Professor  was  at 
one  end  of  the  punt  and  the  duffer  at  the  other, 
live-baiting.  Presently  the  duffer  called  out, 
"Oh!  I  don't  know  what's  the  matter  with  my 
line.  Something's  got  hold  of  the  end  of  it,  and 
I  have  pulled  with  all  my  strength  and  I  can't  get 
it  away,"  and  then  the  line  broke  and  the  duffer 

sat  incontinently  down  in  the  wet  boat.    "  D  d 

old  fool,"  grumbled  the  Professor,  "got  hold  of 
the  big  jack  and  pulled  for  all  he  was  worth-— 
just  my  luck,"  ana  we  saw  no  more  of  that  big 
jack.  The  last  time  I  went  fishing  with  him  was 
in  October,  '86,  and  it  was  the  last  time  the  good 
angler  was  ever  to  throw  a  fly. 

Though  stricken  with  the  most  terrible  com- 
plaint man  is  heir  to,  wasted  to  a  shadow  and 
unable  to  talk,  his  pluck  and  love  of  the  game  still 
kept  him  going.  On  the  second  day  we  both  got  a 
brace  of  grayling.  That  was  at  Stockbridge,  with 
his  son,  Frank  Francis,  and  Halford.  We  all  sat 
yarning  after  fishing  in  the  hut.  I  say  yarning, 
the  others  did  that,  the  plucky  old  Professor  could 
oiJy  sit  and  listen  and  smile.  Active  and  energetic 
all  his  life,  I  do  not  think  be  owned  a  pair  of 
slippers — I  never  saw  him  in  slippered  ease.  He 
had  still  come  for  another  day's  fishing,  and  as  he 
put  his  rod  down  at  the  end  of  that  day  he 
signified  to  his  son  that  it  was  all  over,  "  never  no 
more  "  ;  and  three  months  after  my  brave,  hand- 
some old  friend  was  dead— plucky  to  the  last  he 
died,  like  a  man,  as  he  had.lived,  in  his  boots. 


GOOD  SPOET  ON  THE  ITCHEN. 

Mr.  Fred.  G.  Shaw  has  been  liaving  some  good 
sport  on  the  Itchen  at  Lower  Chilland.  Fishing  the 
waters  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Bryant,  the  owner  of  the  Itchen 
Trout  Breeding  Establishment,  Mr.  Shaw  got  five 
and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  averaging  l.Jlb.,  on 
Thursday  (June  21),  the  Dark  Olive  being  respon- 
sible for  all  trout  taken  up  to  8  p.m.,  and  the  Stone 
Fly  kilUng  in  the  evening.  Some  fifteen  trout, 
averaging  about  1  lb.,  were  returned  to  the  river. 
On  Friday  (June  22)  a  fine  rainbow  trout  of  Iflb. 
followed  by  a  brace  weighing  31b.  were  creeled  with 
the  Olive,  Mr.  Shaw  having  to  leave  before  the 
evening  rise  set  in.  The  rainbow  trout  was  an 
exceptionally  strong  fish,  and  for  some  ten  minutes  it 
looked  like  odds  on  the  trout,  the  river  at  the  spot 
being  full  of  ribbon  weeds  and  other  dangers.  The 
trout  left  the  water  three  times.  Several  pounders 
were  returned  on  this  day.  The  Alder  was  on  the 
water,  but  not  being  taken. 


SELLING  FISHING  EODS. 


Some  Problems  the  Dealer  Must  Contend 
With  m  Satisfying  Experienced  Customers 
— Responsibilities  of  the  Manufacturer — 
How  Rods  Differ. 

"  Please  send  me  by  express,  collect,  a  first- 
class  rod  for  masquelonge.  I  am  starting  soon  for 
Wisconsin.  I  leave  the  size  to  your  judgment, 
but  I  don't  care  for  the  frills.  Let  me  have  some- 
thing that  is  right,  say  in  lancewood." 

Do  you  get  that  in  your  mail  or  over  the  'phone 
now  and  then,  Mr.  Dealer  ?  "  How  long  is  a 
rope  ?  "  and  "  How  old  was  Ann  ?  "  are  easy  in 
comparison.  One  might  as  weE  ask  a  dealer  for  a 
striped  bass  rod.  I  know  where  bass  may  be 
caught  in  great  numbers  weighing  from  lib.  to 
6lb.,  where  trout  and  bass  rods  are  the  proper 
thing  ;  we  know  one  can  catch  them  along  the 
coast,  in  the  surf,  weighing  from  101b.  to  401b. ; 
and  we  see  them  in  the  markets  of  Washington  or 
Baltimore  weighing  from  601b.  to  801b.  Yet  all 
sizes  are  catchable.  It  is  nearly  as  bad  a  problem 
with  the  masquelonge  rod-maker  or  seller,  but  not 
quite  so  hard  a  question.  One  is  apt  to  catch  the 
latter  fish  in  one  of  two  sizes  ;  either  running  from 
41b.  to  181b.,  that  an  extra  strong  rod,  but  one 
light  enough  and  springy  enough  to  afford  amuse- 
ment, will  hold  ;  or  monsters  of  from  401b.  to  lOOlb. 
One  was  caught  in  the  old  harbour  of  Milwaukee 
weighing  lOOlb.,  and  instances  of  masquelonge 
having  been  taken  weighing  801b.  and  851b.,  as  at 
Maumee  Bay,  are  of  frequent  record.  For  the  latter 
one  must  have  a  tarpon  rod  or  a  big  hand-line. 

While  fishing  for  bass  on  St.  Clair  river  I  per- 
sonally saw  a  fisherman  walking  along  the  bank 
carrying  a  masquelonge  whose  head  touched  his, 
and  whose  tail  touched  the  ground.  There  are 
those'who  would  delight  in  such  a  catch.  To  them 
let  it  be  said  that  the  netmen  universally  report 
that  those  monsters  are  found  in  pairs.  For  us, 
think  of  having  to  creel  and  carry  home  a  couple 
of  those  or  be  called  fish  hogs  if  we  left  them !  An 
easier  way  to  get  the  same  "  sport  "  is  to  tie  your 
line  firmly  to  the  head  or  tail  of  a  large  and  frisky 
Durham  calf  and  reel  him  through  a  gate.  When 
sufficiently  exhausted  cut  the  line  and  carry  home 
the  gate. 

The  dealer,  as  well  as  the  manufacturer,  must 
ask  the  angler  where  he  is  going  to  fish.  And  if  he 
says  in  the  great  lakes  or  the  largest  Wisconsin  or 
Minnesota  waters  he  must  sell  him  two  rods,  one 
such  as  will  be  outlined  below  and  one  tarpon  rod. 
And  he  must  tell  the  sportsman  that  if  a  real  big 
grown-up  "lunge  "  insists  on  taking  the  spoon  on 
the  wrong  rod  and  line,  he  had  better  let  him 
break  the  line  on  a  straight  away  pull  from  the 
reel  without  the  rod  being  bent  at  all  to  save  it. 
He  may  save  more  line  that  way  than  if  he  cuts  it. 
If  you  pick  up  a  handful  of  frog  spawn  and  put 
it  in  a  candy  jar,  in  a  few  days  the  tadpoles  will 
hatch  out  and  reach  a  size  of  from  Jin.  to  ^in.  long, 
and  stay  so,  no  matter  what  you  feed  them.  But 
the  three  or  four  you  take  out  and  put  in  your 
aquarium  will  soon  reach  a  length  of  l^in.  So 
with  masquelonge.  If  your  customer  is  going 
to  the  ordinary  lakes  he  is  not  in  danger  of 
catching  any  weighing  much  over  201b.  And  for 
these  let  us  consider  the  question  of  tackle,  drop- 
ping out  the  possibility  of  striking  the  full  grown 
ones.    Do  you  know  the  bones  of  a  fish  do  not 


harden  and  start  on  the  decay  of  old  age  as  do 
those  of  animals  ?  There  arc  to-day  some  monster 
pike,  not  masquelonge,  but  thoir  largest  brothers, 
in  the  Royal  Gardens  of  Berlin,  that  have  bronze, 
dated  tags  in  their  dorsal  fins,  and  are  known  to 
be  more  than  200  years  old.    Fact  !| 

We  hope  for  the  dealer's  sake  that  he  is  so  busy 
he  has  no  time  to  gossip  over  his  counter.  But  if 
he  has,  the  dealer  who  is  located  where  the  true 
masquelonge  may  be  caught  (you  can  tell  them — 
the  Esox  nobilior — from  the  big  pike,  as  the  former 
have  no  scales  on  the  lower  half  of  the  cheek,  it 
being  entirely  naked),  or  if  he  has  clerks  enough 
so  he  can  spare  the  time,  let  him  remember  that 
nothing  so  delights  an  old  "  pike  fisher"  as  to  be 
allowed  to  tell  his  tale  and  stretch  his  long  bow  to 
his  local  dealer.  Ask  him  his  views  as  to  the  best 
size  and  length  of  rods  for  this  fish  as  they  run  in 
your  waters.  Send  in  your  data  to  the  Sporting 
Goods  Dealer  and  give  the  manufacturers,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  men  who  know  but  little  from 
actual  experience  the  uses  of  their  skilfully  made 
articles,  some  information  from  which  they  may 
supply  you  with  what  will  sell,  instead  of  what 
may  lie  on  your  shelves  for  not  being  quite  what 
your  experienced  customers  know  to  be  the  proper 
tool.  Why,  the  best  reel-maker  I  know  of  per- 
sonally has  not  caught  a  fish  since  he  was  a  boy 
and  fished  for  tautoga  on  Long  Island  shores. 
The  head  of  the  firm  that  makes  the  most  flies  and 
leaders  of  any  concern  in  this  country  never  uses 
either.  Theirs  is  to  provide  the  best  of  material 
and  workmanship.  The  improvements,  corrections, 
and  developments  must  come  from  the  enthusiastic 
Waltonian  who  cuts  and  tries  on  his  own  tackle, 
and  to  whom  the  manufacturer  is  usually  very 
"  cold  "  because  he  does  not  want  the  continuity 
of  his  output  of  "standard"  goods  interrupted; 
or  they  must  come  from  the  suggestions  and  calls 
of  the  regular  dealers,  to  whom  the  manufacturer 
must  cater. 

In  trout  and  salmon  rods,  and  recently  in  bass 
casting  rods,  the  manufacturers  have  had  for 
models  the  various  sizes  made  for  angler  by  the 
angler  from  time  to  time,  and  in  some  kinds  from 
time  immemorial.  And  all  they  do  is  to  stick  to 
the  standard  patterns  and  sizes,  grind  them  out, 
and  ship  them  to  you.  But  for  masquelonge  rods 
we  have  no  special  guides  or  information.  And 
any  old  thing,  from  an  overweight  clumsy  bass  rod 
or  a  semi-converted  salt-water  rod  to  a  hand-line, 
is  offered  you  to  stock  up  your  shelves  with, 
and  work  off  on  the  knowing,  expert  customer  if 
you  can.  You  can  sell  to  the  tourist,  if  he  happens 
in,  or  to  the  city  man  leaving  his  dry  water  home 
for  a  thousand-mile  trip  to  try  and  catch  a  big 
pike  or  anything  that  means  weight  to  brag  about. 
But  you  ought  to  have  one  or  two  definite  and 
settled  upon  outfits  to  offer  that  you  know  and 
feel  are  what  your  friend  ought  to  have,  as  surely 
as  you  recommend  a  5oz.,  9Jft.,  fly  rod  or  a 
5^ft.  bait-casting  rod  with  the  latest  trimmings. 
All  this  because  the  masquelonge  is  no  pike,  though 
he,  like  some  mortals,  has  some  poor  and  inferior 
relations,  and  no  fault  of  his.  The  masquelonge 
is  a  great  and  game  fisTi,  and  deserves  tackle  of 
his  own.  The  pike  is  not.  He  is  just  so  much 
excellent  meat  to  eat ;  and  when  so  much  action 
hooked  like  a  rubber  boot  till  he  sees  your  boat, 
then  hysterics  long  enough  to  go  under  your  keel, 
and  that  is  all  of  it. 

What,  then,  shall  you  put  on  your  shelves  that 
will  sell,  not  when  you  accidently  get  a  novice  and 
you  and  he  both  take  a  chance  on  the  rod  "  doing 
very  well  for  the  purpose,"  but  when  any  of  your 
customers,  your  local  trade  who  know  what  they 
want,  come  in  for  their  outfits  ?  Almost  none  of 
the  manufacturers,  or  those  who  job  the  rods 
of  the  manufacturers  by  salesmen  or  catalogues, 
offer  a  rod  especially  for  masquelonge.  Even  the 
Montague  City  and  the  Standard  Rod  Oo.,  who 
make  almost  everything  for  any  and  everybody  in 
rods,  do  not.  Wm.  Mills  and  Son,  of  New  York, 
Charles  F.  Orvis,  the  Chub  Rod  Co.,  and  the 
others  with  whose  names  we  have  been  familiar 
from  boyhood,  leave  the  dealer  and  angler  to 
guess  at  what  may  be  used.  Abbie  and  Imbrie, 
of  New  York,  list  two  of  6^ft.  and  TJf  t.  respectively, 
but  do  not  give  the  weight  nor  other  dimensions, 
and  speak  of  them  as  "  masquelonge  or  salt-water 
rods."  The  Horton  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Bristol, 
list  two  of  corresponding  lengths,  and  weighing 
14oz.  The  Redifor  Rod  and  Reel  Co.,  of  Warren, 
Ohio,  make  one  that  is  a  combination  rod  that  will 
make  up  into  a  casting  rod  about  7ft.  long,  with 
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upper  and  lower  cork  grasps,  and  joint  and  tip 
each  3ft.  long,  so  as  to  pack  well,  and  of  lighter 
weight  so  as  to  retain  the  spring  and  resiliency  of 
bass  casting  rods,  as  distinguished  from  the  stiff, 
converted  salt-water  rods.  For  the  other  com- 
bination there  is  an  extra  butt  joint,  when  wanted 
to  make  a  rod  about  10ft.  long  with  the  reel  below 
the  hand,  and  what  was  the  short  upper  grasp 
now  below  the  i-eel  to  keep  it  well  away  from  the 
body  when  winding  in  a  heavy  fish.  The  purpose 
of  the  makers  in  adding  the  extra  length  is  that 
the  rod  may  be  used  to  flip  a  large  bait  out  ahead 
with  a  long  slack  line,  as  one  used  to  do  with  a 
16ft.  bamboo  pole,  or  to  use  it  as  a  very  heavy 
fly  rod,  using  a  light  spoon  or  a  spinner  and  fly; 
or  to  troll  with  in  a  boat,  so  that  the  line  may  be 
kept  far  away  from  the  wake  of  the  boat,  in  which 
way  much  less  line  can  be  let  out  without  frighten- 
ing the  fish. 

In  figuring  on  the  length  of  the  rod  the  method 
of  fishing  and  the  habits  of  the  fish  come  into 
consideration.  The  smaller  masquelonge  are  taken 
daily  by  casting.  All  sizes  are  taken  by  trolling. 
And  while  doubtless  better  lures  may  be  made 
than  spoons,  doubtless  none  have  been,  and  a 
jangling  spoon  is  an  awkward  thing  to  cast  from 
the  reel,  and  all  too  often  lands  tangled  on  itself 
so  it  will  not  spin.  But  no  member  of  the  family, 
from  grass- pike  of  Sin.  to  masquelonge  of  801b., 
can  resist  the  glitter  of  a  spoon.  In  the  early 
days,  before  the  public  "  caught  on,"  at  such 
places  as  Brevoort  Lake,  Mich.,  the  bass  fisherman 
who  really  wanted  bass  had  to  bury  his  spoon  hooks 
and  get  himself  behind  a  tree  to  eat  his  soup. 

I  believe  the  best  and  proper  way  to  angle  with 
the  most  enjoyment  for  trout  and  salmon  is  with 
the  fly ;  for  bass,  first,  with  the  fly  for  small- 
mouth  bass,  and,  second,  with  the  artificial  minnows 
cast  from  the  reel  for  the  large-mouth  or  lake  bass  ; 
and  for  all  the  pike  family,  including  and  especially 
for  the  masquelonge,  with  the  spoon  and  by  trolling, 
two  words  that  should  not  be  in  the  vocabulary  of 
the  trout  or  bass  fisherman.  Put  away  all  live 
bait.  Use  the  fly,  the  wooden  minnow,  or  its 
equivalent,  of  which  there  are  many  good  ones  on 
the  market,  and  the  spoon.  Each  for  its  fish ; 
one  as  proper,  clean,  and  sportsmanlike  as  the 
other.  Let  the  manufacturers  know,  after  inquiry, 
what  changes  in  the  masquelonge  rods  now  offered 
your  customers  will  be  most  appreciated,  and  the 
competition  among  them  is  such  that  they  will  fall 
over  themselves  to  place  on  your  shelves  what  you 
say  will  sell  best.  A  few  years  ago  everything  was 
trout.  The  natives  caught  bass  with  tamarack 
poles,  the  swells  with  whole-bamboo  poles  16ft. 
long,  price,  10  cents  each.  Now  there  are  more  bass 
casters  than  fly  fishermen,  because  the  great  west 
and  south  have  filled  up,  and  experts  have  grown 
up  to  broaden  the  path  Dr.  Henshall  published  so 
broadly  towards  shortening  the  rods  and  casting 
from  the  reel.  And,  too,  trout  are  getting  scarce, 
bass  are  being  planted  in  their  streams,  and  bass 
fishermen  are  but  slow  learning  the  greater  pleasure 
of  catching  them  on  the  fly  rod. 

A  great  trade  has  been  developed  for  you  in 
bait-casting  rods  and  reels.  "Pike"  have  not 
been  popular  with  artistic  anglers,  which  means 
those  who  buy  good  tackle  from  you.  But  now 
here  comes  the  opening  up  of  the  great  popularity 
of  trips  to  that  comparatively  unknown  and  almost 
untouched  North  country,  the  home  of  the  grand 
and  game  masquelonge,  and  a  field  is  again  opened 
for  new  and  improved  tackle,  especially  designed 
for  them,  but  capable  of  comfortable  use  for  any 
other  fish  of  the  same  sizes  more  or  less.  Of  these 
might  be  mentioned  the  bonefish,  the  minnow- 
taking  salmon  of  the  coast,  striped  bass,  bluefish, 
crevalle,  etc. 

Dealers,  send  your  views  to  the  Sporting  Goods 
Dealer,  so  that  through  its  columns  your  needs 
and  the  requirements  of  to-day  in  regard  to  this 
unstudied  new  sport  can  reach  the  manufacturer. 
And  should  the  communications  become  too  in- 
volved and  the  ideas  too  diverse  for  the  time  and 
space  that  can  be  devoted  to  them,  possibly  the 
editor  will  see  fit  to  refer  them  to  the  writer,  who 
will  endeavour  fully  to  "  thrash  the  matter  out  " 
with  the  correspondents  and  get  a  condensed 
resultant  statement  for  publication.  When  you 
are  ready  to  write  to  this  publication  you  will  be 
curious  to  know  how  to  spell  what  you  are  writing 
about.  While  you  all  pronounce  it  rightly, 
"  musk-a-lunge,"  you  will  find  the  name  spelled 
all  kinds  of  ways  but  the  right  way,  which  is 
"  masquelonge."    It  is  a  matter  of  great  wonder 


to  me  that  it  is  so,  and  that  our  highly  educated 
writers  of  the  sporting  magazines  should  discuss  it 
without  correction,  and  that  even  our  scientists  in 
Washington  do  not  happen  to  have  thought  of  the 
true  derivation  of  the  name.  It  should  occur  to 
all  the  first  moment  the  fish  pokes  his  long,  ugly 
nose,  with  its  cruel,  crocodile-like  eyes,  out  of  the 
water.  Our  Northern  lakes  and  those  of  Canada, 
where  alone  the  giant  pike  abounds,  were  first  ex- 
plored and  overrun  by  the  French.  When  they 
saw  the  long  faces  of  the  fish  they  named  them  and 
spoke  of  them  as  "the  long  face,"  or  "elongated 
face."  The  word  masque  is  French  for  face  or 
mask.  The  word  elonge  is  the  past  participle  in 
French  meaning  elongated  or  long  drawn.  Is  not 
the  name  that  means  "face  elongated,"  or  "long- 
face,"  just  the  one  for  old  Esox-nohilior,  and 
nicer  ?  Well,  then,  the  way  to  spell  it  is  masque- 
elonge,  and  elide  one  of  the  "e's,"  making  it 
masquelonge.  Spell  it  so ;  but  as  to  pronunciation 
the  Frenchman  pronounced  "masque,"  not  with 
the  sound  of'"a"  in  father,  as  our  text  books 
often  say,  but  broader,  a  little  broader  than  we 
pronounce  mosque.  "  E  "  had  the  sound  of  long 
"  a  "  in  fate,  and  the  "g  "  in  "elonge"  is  soft,  and 
there  was  a  separate  syllable  made  of  the  final 
"  e,"  which  syllable  we,  by  common  consent,  omit. 
So  that  the  Jesuits  and  the  French  Coureurs  du 
hois  pronounced  their  word  and  called  the  fish 
"  Mosque-eh-longsh-eh."  Hence  the  corrupted 
pronunciation  of  to-day,  as  mosk  or  musk-y-longe, 
or  lunge.  It  is  easier  for  an  American  to  say 
"  musk-y-lunge,"  so  call  it  that,  if  you  will,  but 
spell  it  correctly,  as  masquelonge. — Geobge  W. 
Upton  in  the  Sporting  Goods  Dealer. 
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HELPFUL  HINTS  AND  LIKELY  LOCALITIES. 


These  fishing  lines,  penned  on  the  banks  of  the 
Welsh  Wye,  refer  mainly  to  that  noble  river  and 
several  of  its  principal  tributaries  ;  but  they  also 
deal,  currently,  with  certain  other  good  angling 
waters  in  the  West  Midlands,  pretty  readily  acces- 
sible from  London,  Manchester,  Birmingham, 
Swansea,  Cardiff,  Newport,  and  particularly  Wor- 
cester, Hereford,  Gloucester,  and  Bristol. 

The  Wandering  Wye. 
It  is  largely  because  the  vagarious  Wye  wanders, 
deflects,  winds,  convolutes,  and  forms  elbows 
(sometimes  even  reversing  the  normal  direction  of 
its  course)  that  it  is,  particularly  in  its  lower  and 
more  ambling  reaches,  a  very  high-class  rough- 
fishing  water.  Indeed,  so  abounding  are  pike,  perch, 
chub,  and  other  "  coarse  "  fish  in  this  most  beautiful 
river,  which  is  also  noted  for  its  game  fish — as 
salmon,  trout,  and  grayling — that  there  is  no  close 
time  for  the  more  plentiful  varieties,  which  are 
netted  and  otherwise  destroyed  as  "  vermin " 
virtually  all  the  year  round.  At  Letton,  for 
instance,  where  backwaters  of  the  Wye  form  a 
lovely  pikey  lake,  jack,  perch,  chub,  roach,  and 
tench  are  annually  taken  out  by  the  cartload.  Yet 
both  in  the  lake  and  in  the  main  stream,  despite 
these  heroic  operations,  pike  are  numerous  and 
large,  and  chub  are  "  all  over  the  shop." 

There  are,  I  believe,  after  much  observation  and 
constant  experiment  with  the  rod,  no  barbel,  bream, 
or  carp  in  the  Wye,  and  its  tench  are  rarely  taken 
with  legitimate  anghng  apparatus.  The  various 
species  of  coarse  fish  include  pike,  perch,  roach,  chub, 
dace,  bleak,  gudgeon,  minnows,  and  eels  ;  whilst 
annually,  about  the  end  of  May  and  the  beginning 
of  June,  there  ascend  vast  and  tumultuous  schools 
of  gravid  shad — the  alhs  and  the  twaite.  These 
"  May  fish,"  of  the  herring  family,  afford  some  sport 
in  season  to  rodmen,  rising  gingerly  to  a  gaudy, 
tinselled  fly,  and  running  at  a  spinning  minnow 
somewhat  more  freely.  The  Wye  is  the  river  most 
favoured  by  these  fish,  which  do  not  frequent  more 
than  four  other  streams  of  Britain.  Shad  are  of  rare 
occurrence  in  the  lower  Thames  ;  somewhat  frequent 
in  the  Tweed  ;  of  occasional  recurrence  in  the 
Forth  ;  and  known  to  ascend  the  Severn,  nearly  up 
to  Worcester,  in  considerable  numbers  ;  not  com- 
parable, however,  with  those  hordes  that  tumble 
up  the  Wye,  like  dolphins  or  porpoises. 

Wye  pike  are  numerous  and  run  large.  They  have 
been  caught  in  1904-1906  both  below  and  above 
Hereford  (chiefly  by  trolling  or  spinning)  of  weights 
varying  from  jack-size  to  over  201b.  A  235-pounder 
was  killed  near  Letton,  above  Bredwardine,  about 
1  midway  between  Hay  and^Hereford,  with  a  Devon 


minnow,  l^in.  long.  At  Byford,  two  years  ago,  a 
most  accomplished  clergyman  killed  a  23-pounder 
(now  preserved)  by  trolling  a  chublet. 

Perch,  not  generally  plentiful  and  now  decreasing, 
are  to  be  encountered  in  suitable  localities  all  up 
and  down  the  river.  Specimens  scaling  1  lb.  and  21b. 
are  taken,  and  last  summer,  near  Ross,  a  4-pounder 
was  landed.  Paternostering  is  the  surest  method  to 
adopt  ;  baiting  with  gudgeon,  minnow,  and  worm, 
and  hooking  and  landing  without  excursions  and 
alarums. 

Roach  are  scarce — few  and  far  between — but,  in 
many  places,  the  river  does  contain  them.  Roach- 
fishing,  as  such,  is  hardly  to  be  recommended. 
Bottom-fishers  for  perch  and  chub  handle  specimens 
not  infrequently  ;  whilst,  occasionally,  the  fly-fisher, 
trying  for  trout,  grayling,  dace,  or  chub,  captures  a 
roach  of  Jib. 

Creelsful  of  Chub. 

The  chub  are  certainly  the  specialty  of  the  Wye — 
they  abound  ;  they  swarm.  You  may  see  them  in 
schools  beneath  the  alder  bushes.  You  will  find  them 
congregated  on  the  fords  (especially  2-pounders, 
early  in  the  season)  and  in  the  deep,  stilly  bottoms 
of  pools  below.  Here  and  there  and  everywhere 
are  chub  holes,  well  known  to  piscatorial  frequenters 
of  the  Wye.  And  "  once  a  chub-hole,  always  a 
chub-hole."  These  logger-headed  chevins  pervade, 
haunt,  and  harry  the  river.  They  attain  great  size, 
and  demand  slaying — or  at  least  thinning.  Whether 
with  the  fly  or  other  lure  or  with  baits,  of  which 
there  are  so  many,  specimens  have  been  taken 
scaling  21b.  (commonly),  31b.,  41b.,  and  much 
heavier.  As  I  write  I  have  before  me,  not  a  mere 
cast,  but  the  actual  frame,  form,  and  colour,  and 
ponderosity  of  a  5-pounder,  killed  by  me  on  a  fly 
(Mallard  Spinner)  on  the  ford  at  Byford,  on  a 
summer's  evening  in  1904. 

Only  the  other  day  a  rodman  took  301b.  of  chub 
in  three  hours  early  in  the  morning,  not  far  above 
Hereford.  Another,  higher  up,  between  Monnington 
and  Brobury,  had  701b.,  also  before  breakfast.  A 
third,  fishing  all  day  in  cloudy  weather  last  June, 
above  Bredwardine,  secured  a  catch,  which  he 
described  as  "  too  heavy  to  carry."  Indeed,  he  left 
a  creelful  or  more  on  the  bank,  and  staggered  home 
with  a  somewhat  lesser  quantity,  which  he  distri- 
buted to  labouring  folk,  who  thankfully  accepted, 
cooked,  and  ate  them. 

I  think  I  have  read  that  the  Editor  of  this 
journal  sets  somewhat  light  store  by  early  daylight 
angling.  I  venture  to  hold  and  submit  similar  views. 
It  is  not  always  fine  at  sunrise.  I  have  fished  for 
chub  on  the  Wye  on  at  least  a  thousand  occasions, 
and  have  found  that  ordinarily  the  evening  is  a 
killing  time  ;  whilst  I  have  frequently  made  good 
baskets  of  chevins  during  the  noontide  hours  and 
all  day  long,  particularly  in  hot  weather,  not  only 
cloudy  but  bright.  This,  however,  refers  to  the 
use  of  the  fly,  and  is,  for  the  present,  somewhat  off 
the  line. 

Some  Tbibutaries  and  Tbicklets. 
Much  the  same  varieties  as  those  specified  above 
are  equally  abounding  in  most  of  the  afiluents  of  the 
Wye — particularly  in  Lugg,  Frome,  and  Leddon— 
as  also  in  smaller  waters  irrigating  neighbouring 
localities,  and  which  ultimately  feed  and  swell  the 
sister  Severn,  such  as  Leadon  and  the  little  trouty 
Leigh,  which  flows  into  Teme  and  thence  shortly 
into  Severn.  This  little  Leigh  is  very  perchy  in  parts, 
and,  though  largely  in  the  hands  of  private  persons 
as  regards  trout,  is  to  be  coarse-fished  from  the  iims 
at  Stifford's  Bridge,  near  West  Malvern,  and  from 
club  and  ticket  points  at  Leigh,  ICnightwick,  and 
Bransford. 

Regarding  the  above-mentioned,  stations  are  as 
follows  : — Leominster  (Royal  Oak),  Lugg,  Arrow, 
and  various  brooks ;  Bromyard,  Frome,  Leddon  and 
brooks;  Dymock,  Leadon,  Preston.  Good  coarse 
fishing.  Permits  from  Estate  Ofi&ce,  Madresfield 
(Earl  Beauchamp).  Ledbury,  Leadon.  Leigh  Court, 
and  Knightwick,  a  few  stations  from  Worcester,  on 
the  Bromyard  branch,  very  good  for  pike,  perch, 
chub,  and  dace  ;  tickets  from  Mr.  Higgs,  tackleist. 
Bridge-street,  Worcester. 

There  are  also  plenty  of  coarse  fish,  very  fine  and 
large,  at  and  near  Tenbury,  in  Teme  and  its  feeders, 
as  also  at  Ludlow.  Swan  Hotel  for  the  former,  and 
Angel  for  the  latter. 

Stations  on  the  Wye. 
Throughout  its  great  length  and  sinuosity  the 
Wye  is  very  well  furnished  with  coarse  fish,  the  river 
improving  in  this  respect  as  it  descends,  widens,  and 
becomes  more  placid.   At  Rhayader,  within  a  few 
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miles  of  the  source  of  the  stream,  there  are  lumpy 
chub  and  sportive  dace.  At  Builth.  both  on  Wye  and 
Irfon,  there  are  pike,  chub,  and  dace.  At  Hay,  con- 
siderably further  down,  there  are  pike,  perch,  chub, 
dace,  and  eels.  Between  Hay  and  Hereford  (20  miles 
by  road,  and  fuUy  double  that  distance  by  water) 
the  river  is  nominally  preserved  and  reserved.  But 
the  reservation  is  mainly  in  respect  of  salmon  and 
trout,  and,  in  some  cases,  grayling.  The  landowners 
are  disposed  to  grant  permission  to  "  destroy  "  the 
superabundant  coarse  fish. 

Fl"At  Uttle  iims  and  in  modest  lodgings,  twos  and 
threes  of  rambling  rodmen  not  infrequently  get 
good  sport  during  the  summer  months  at  Whitney, 
Eardisley,  Kinnersley,  Letton,  and  Staunton-on- 
Wye.  They  must  know  the  local  ropes  and  the 
little  cosy  havens  of  rest,  and  then  they  will  do 
well  with  rough  fish — wind,  weather,  water,  and 
skill  being  favourable. 

The  interesting  old  city  of  Hereford  is  a  good 
centre.  Here  bottom-fishing  is  very  successfully 
prosecuted,  the  elements  being  propitious.  In  the 
neighbourhood  angling  for  coarse  fish  is  free  and 
unrestricted,  subject  to  certain  sUght  formalities, 
for  which  the  stranger  must  consult  any  of  the 
several  excellent  hotels  and  obliging  and  well- 
informed  tackleists.  Lower  down  are  Hampton 
Bishop  and  Mordiford  (where  Lugg  comes  oiUng  in, 
and  where  is  the  noted  Bunch  of  Carrots  angling 
inn),  Fownhope,  and  Hoarwithy.  Here,  two  miles 
from  Fawley  Station,  in  a  charming  village,  with  a 
nice  inn  (Harp),  good  sport  is  to  be  looked  for  with 
pike,  chub,  perch,  dace,  etc.  Still  lower  there  are 
How  Caple  and  Brompton  Abbots,  soon  after  which 
is  Ross. 

In  Ross  there  are  at  least  four  excellent  hostelries, 
accustomed  to  catering  for  tourists  and  fishermen. 
At  and  about  this  famed  and  picturesque  town  the 
various  species  of  rough  fish  fostered  by  the  Wye 
are  plentiful. 

Owing  to  the  rules  of  the  conservators,  and  owing 
to  the  perversity  of  the  trout,  which,  usually  un- 
catchable  when  tried  for,  wiU  often  seize  the  bottom- 
fisher's  worm  or  minnow,  it  is  desirable  to  take  out 
a  trout  licence,  costing  2s.  6d.  for  the  season,  or 
Is.  for  a  month. 

I  had  designed  a  few  notes  on  some  other  waters, 
but  space  forbids.  SuflBce  it  to  say  that  there  are 
very  large  pike  in  Llangorse  Lake,  accessible  from 
Rhayader  or  Talgarth,  and  that  fishing  stations 
abound  on  the  lower  Severn,  which  neitber  below 
nor  above  Worcester  enjoys  anything  approaching 
a  plethoric  condition  as  regards  coarse  fish,  though 
much' frequented  by  anglers,  chiefly  local. 

J.  R.  R. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  {to  ensv/re  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thti/rsda/y  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  [55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,    ,,   Putney.  a.ihJ^S   >>    >.  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „   Barnes.  (85   ,,    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

X.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridoe. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     .Tune  30    7.37    8.  7 

Sunday,       .fuly    1    8.39    9.13 

Monday,        „      2    9.48    10.21 

Tuesday,       „      3    10.54    11.27 

Wednesday,    ,,      4    11.59    — 

Thursday,       „      5    0.29    0.57 

Friday,  „      (i    1.25    1.52 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  has 
not  fished  particularly  well  during  the  past  week. 
A  few  small  trout  and  small  barbel  and  chub  have 
been  caught,  but  the  season  has  scarcely  advanced 
sufficiently  yet.  At  the  weirs  anglers  have  tried 
for  the  larger  fish,  but  in  most  cases  without 
success.  At  Teddington  a  porpoise  has  been 
di.sporting  itself  for  a  few  days,  and  the  monster 
was  ultimately  found  stranded  on  the  shallows. 
I  was  at  Shepperton  on  Monday,  and  heard  of 
a  good  chub  over  31b.  being  weighed  in  at  the 
Weybridge  A.8.,  and  I  saw  an  angler  catch  a 
brace  of  chub  of  about  21b.  each  with  cherries. 
After  spending  the  whole  morning  on  the  weir, 
where  two  or  three  anglers  were  fishing,  and 
only  getting  a  small  trout  of  lib.,  which  of 
course    was     carefully    returned,    I    fished  the 


shallow  water  below  with  no  sport  except 
a  brace  of  perch.  The  evening  I  spent  reaching, 
and  had  two  and  a  half  dozen,  but  the  fish  were 
small.  Prospects  for  the  week  end  are  fairly  good 
for  fast  water  fishing,  but  in  the  open  reaches  bream 
should  be  given  the  preference. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  heavy  regatta 
traffic  and  practice  of  the  crews  little  fishing  has 
been  attempted  in  the  local  reaches  unless  it  has 
been  in  the  early  morning,  it  will  be  quite  another 
fortnight  before  the  ancler  will  be  able  to  enjoy  an 
hour  or  so  fishing  on  the  home  waters.  Mr.  C.  J. 
Barnett,  while  fishing  his  pool  at  Hambledon  Weir 
with  Mr.  Ford,  attended  by  R.  Young,  has  taken 
some  good  chub  and  perch,  also  two  trout,  one  of 
the  latter  fish  Mr.  Barnett  tells  me  was  beautifully 
marked  and  must  have  come  from  the  old  stock  of 
Thames  trout,  both  were  returned  to  the  water  again. 
I  might  mention  in  passing  that  the  fish  that  were 
killed  during  the  day's  sport  were  in  wonderfully 
good  condition  for  the  time  of  year.  Mr.  A. 
Prythe,  a  member  of  the  Henley  A.S.,  has  weighed 
in  some  nice  barbel  which  were  caught  in  the 
Henley  waters.  A  few  nice  tench  have  been 
caught  by  anglers  ledgering  with  lobworms  for  eels. 
The  Henley  A.S.  have  arranged  a  match  for  ladies 
during  the  seeison.  A  member  of  the  society  can 
accompany  one  or  two  ladies.  This  will  be  sport. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond).  — A  few  bream  have  been 
caught  between  the  railway  bridge  and  Richmond 
Lock.  Two  men  fishing  on  the  Surrey  side  below 
Teddington  Lock  had  eels,  the  two  largest  being 
31b.  2oz.  and  41b.  3oz.  A  porpoise  has  been 
knocking  about  in  the  tideway  stirring  up  the  fish. 
It  frightened  a  barbel  of  about  31b.  which  jumped 
into  a  boat.  It  is  reported  that  a  number  of  good 
fish  have  been  seen  floating  about  dead  ;  it  is  sup- 
posed to  be  caused  from  the  petrol  waste  from  the 
launches. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  river  is  a  good 
colour  but  fish  are  not  feeding.  There  are  lots  of 
fish  here,  the  cause  may  be  through  the  porpoises 
coming  up  our  stream  and  so  disturbing  them.  We 
have  captured  one  :  its  weight  is  581b.,  length  51  in.; 
girth,  28in.  ;  across  tail,  13in.  ;  eyes  the  size  of  a 
threepenny-piece,  covered  with  wounds  by  boat- 
hooks  or  polo  shoes.  I  have  been  exhibiting  it 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  J.  G.  White  and  Mr. 
East  banked  a  barbel  of  21b.  to-day  ;  W.  Spong 
picked  a  61b.  jack  up  dead  last  Sunday.  Prospects 
dull  — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — I  have  been  getting 
some  chub  again  this  week  up  to  21b.  3oz.,  some  very 
good  dace,  a  lot  of  small  roach,  and  three  barbel, 
but  none  over  21b.  There  are  some  big  ones  here 
which  could  be  got  if  clients  would  send  the  lobs 
as  the  dry  weather  makes  it  impossible  to  get  them 
here  in  sufficient  quantity.  The  river  ii  in  good 
condition,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  are  favour- 
able.— P.  Beown. 

Bla^don  Iiake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  June  16:— On  June  11,  Mr.  Laurence  Grist 
caught  one  trout,  weighing  21b.  14oz.  (boat).  On 
June  12,  Col.  Tomlinson,  two,  21b.  and  2lb.  5oz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  21b.  (boat).  On  June  13, 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  one,  21b.  loz.  (boat) ;  Col.  Tomlinson, 
one,  21b.  2oz.  (boat).  On  June  14,  Mr.  Fenton  Miles, 
two,  21b.  I2oz.  and  2lb.  9oz.  (boat)  ;  Mr.  C.  C. 
Cave,  one,  31b.  8oz.  (boat);  Mr.  Michael  Castle, 
one,  41b.  2oz.  (boat)  ;  Mrs.  Castle,  two,  31b.  loz. 
and  lib.  12oz.  (boat).  On  June  15,  Mr.  C.  C.  Cave, 
one,  21b.  4oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  Fenton  Miles,  one, 
lib.  4oz.  (boat);  Mr.  G.  S.  Sedgwick,  six,  31b.  5oz., 
21b.  15oz.,  21b.  5oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and 
21b  6oz.  (boat).  On  June  16,  Mr.  Peter  Allison, 
three,  31b.  12oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  21b.  Soz.  (boat) ;  Mr. 
A.  Krauss,  one,  31b.  Soz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  G.  S.  Sedgwick, 
one,  31b.  2oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  J.  Byerley,  one,  31b. 
(bank).  Hot,  thundery  weather  prevailing,  with 
little  or  no  wind. — Donald  Carr.  [Received  too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.]  Fishing  return  for 
the  week  ending  June  23  : — On  June  18,  Mr.  Daye 
Barker,  three,  31b.  6oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  and  1  lb.  5oz. 
(boat);  Mr.  T.  Kirkland,  two,  31b.l3oz.  and 21b.  12oz. 
(boat).  On  June  19,  Mr.  G.  H.  K.  Bone,  one, 
21b.  4oz.  (boat);  Mr.  I.  A.  Forestier  Walker,  one, 
21b.  12oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  T.  Kirkland,  two,  31b.  14oz. 
and  21  b.  8oz.  (boat).  On  June  20,  Mr.  R.  Bowring, 
four,  21b.,  31b.  2oz.,  31b.,  and  31b.  12oz.  (boat); 
Mr.  T.  Kirkland,  one,  51b.  4oz.  (boat)  ;  Mr.  I.  A. 
Forestier  Walker,  one,  31b.  lloz.  (boat).  On  June  21, 
Major  Acland  Hood,  one,  21b.  12oz.  (boat) ;  Mr.  A. 
Parker,  one,  21b.  (boat).  On  June  22,  Rev.  A.  C. 
Harman,  one,  41b.  2oz.  (boat) ;  Major  Aeland  Hood, 
six,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  31b.  14oz.,  31b.,  21b.  12oz., 
and  41b.  13oz.  (boat).  On  June  23,  Mr.  P.  S. 
Allison,  one,  31b.  lOoz.  (boat) ;  Major  Acland  Hood, 
five, 41b.  2oz.,  41b.  loz.,  31b.  5oz.,  31b.,  and  21b.  (boat). 
Hot,  sultry  weather,  with  thunder.  Wind  blew 
mostly  from  north-east  and  east. — Donald  Carr 

Bottlsham  Looks  CWatorboaoli;. — This  part 
of  the  Fen  is  looking  glorious,  and  it  is  called 


the  "  little  Brighton  "  of  Cambridge.  During  the 
week  numerous  anglers  have  visited  this  spot 
in  pursuit  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch,  each 
class  of  fish  must  in  due  cour-e  be  fished  for 
separately.  Considering  the  early  part  of  the 
pre-<ent  season,  with  bright  warm  days,  angling  has 
not  opened  badly ;  somo  decent  samples  have 
been  creeled,  roach  up  to  lOoz.  each,  silver  bream 
up  to  IJlb.  each,  perch,  a  fair  quantity,  eels  up  to 
1  lb.  each.  White  boiled  wheat  and  brandling 
worm  for  bait.  Punt  on  the  spot. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
still  very  fine  and  low.  Peal  are  now  beginning  to 
run,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  much  needed  rain  does 
not  fall  if  they  will  come  in  large  numbers.  Angling 
has  been  slack  during  the  week,  the  best  baskets 
being  taken  by  H.  Searle,  14;  A.  Searle,  15  and  one 
truff  ;  Mr.  Thacker,  2  J  doz.,  and  Mr.  W.  Cornish,  of 
Black  Rock,  Buckfastleigh,  three  peal.  Net  fishing 
has  been  poor  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water.  The 
small  fish  locally  called  harvest  salmon,  from  61b. 
to  91b.,  are  beginning  to  run.  The  proposed  fish 
hatchery  for  the  Dart  and  its  tributaries  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion,  notice  of  which  will 
appear  next  week. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Taw  is  very  low,  but 
some  good  baskets  have  been  creeled,  whilst  peal 
and  salmon  are  plentiful.  The  Exe,  Creedy,  and 
Yeo  are  not  in  good  condition,  and  the  best 
baskets  have  been  taken  in  the  evenings.  Small 
creels  have  been  the  order  in  the  Carey,  but 
some  good  baskets  have  been  taken  at  Blagdon 
Lake.  The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee 
have  at  last  decided  to  take  some  notice  of 
the  continual  representations  of  the  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators  with  reference  to  taking  steps  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  salmon  on  the  sea  coast  in 
the  river  estuaries,  and  have  referred  same  to  Watch 
Committee. — Devonian. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  etc.). — Weather  and 
water  have  favoured  the  angler  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  fish  have  taken  flies  fairly  well.  The 
Red  Quill  served  me  best,  getting  two  trout  of 
about  1  lb.  each.  The  Grey  Quill  and  the  Coachman 
came  next  in  order.  I  had  several  smaller  trout  on 
each,  and  must  have  returned  half  a  dozen  at  least. 
The  finest  tackle  is  still  necessary,  as  the  water, 
though  fairly  full,  is  clear  and  bright.  The  early 
part  of  the  evening  seems  the  best. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Sze  and  Canal  (Iizeter)i — The  severe  thunder- 
storms we  have  experienced  in  Devon  have  stopped 
sport  for  a  time,  but  prior  to  then  some  trout  were 
taken,  also  some  grayling  in  the  Exe.  The  new 
angling  club  at  Exeter  is  increasing  in  number  of 
members,  and  is  very  popular,  some  good  takes  of 
coarse  fish  having  been  caught  in  the  canal  by 
members  and  other  anglers  holding  the  Town 
Council's  privilege  ticket.  Additional  trout  have 
also  been  placed  in  the  rivers  Exe,  Culm,  and 
Creedy  by  the  conservators,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  river  bailiff.  Mackerel  are  being  caught  off 
Brixham,  Torquay,  and  neighbourhood,  but  the 
hundreds  of  bass  off  the  Warren  and  near  the  pier 
will  not  accept  any  bait. — Red  Palmer. 

ItUgg  and  Arrow  tiieominster).  —Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order.  The  fish  are  sporting 
fairly  well  at  natural  flies,  and  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out.   Sport  has  been  rather  slow. 

— GWYNNE. 

None  (Peterborough). — Expectations  last  week 
of  good  sport  during  the  present  week  have  not  been 
realised.  Although  the  meteorological  circumstances 
have  not  been  unfavourable  for  angling,  for  we  have 
had  one  or  two  nice  showers,  but  catches  have  been 
meagre,  as  the  fish  are  not  at  present  on  the  feed. 
The  weeds,  which  grow  apace,  are  again  very 
troublesome,  and  it  would  prove  a  great  boon  to 
our  anglers  if  something  could  be  done  for  their  re- 
moval. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — At  time  of  report- 
ing (June  27)  the  river  has  a  nice  head  of  water 
and  is  of  good  colour  for  the  fly,  but  there  are  signs 
of  heavy  thunderstorms  about,  which  may  alter  it. 
Trout  are  not  moving  well  during  the  day,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  oppressive  thundery  atmosphere.  On 
June  26  two  brace  of  nice  fish  were  killed  on  the 
Rolle  water,  the  best  being  l^lb.,  and  on  Jane  27  a 
rod  at  Ottery  St.  Mary  took  a  fine  fish  of  1  lb.  ooz. 
on  a  pale  Yellow  Dun,  but  there  was  no  decent 
rise  of  fish.  Late  e  vening  fishing  offers  the  best 
chance  of  a  dish  of  trout. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  water  here  con- 
tinues in  good  condition,  and  some  very  nice  fish 
are  being  taken  by  several  parties  of  anglers  down 
here.  Mr.  Fyson,  Mr.  Cochin,  and  Lake  got  some 
decent  rudd,  and  perch  were  caught  by  Mr.  Cochin, 
two  at  the  time,  on  his  paternoster.  Bream  are 
now  seemingly  just  starting  feeding,  several  small 
ones   having   been   taken    by  local   anglers. — A. 

SCARD. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  varied  very 
much  in  height  during  the  week,  at  one  time  being 
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above  a  head,  and  within  an  hour  or  two  several 
feet  below.  This  has  not  been  conducive  to  good 
sport,  and  but  very  little  has  been  done.  Rudd 
should  and  doubtle!^s  would  feed  freely  in  the 
evening  if  only  the  water  would  remain  an  average 
height;  the  like  remark  should  apply  to  roach,  but 
bream  will  probably  not  be  in  a  taking  humour  for 
some  few  days. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chiohester  Canal. — 
The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  fine,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  thunder  showers,  rain — 
badly  wanted  —  has  not  fallen.  Several  anglers 
visited  the  Cuckmere  on  the  24th  with  but  meagre 
results  ;  a  few  roach  and  dace  being  the  record  of 
the  day.  A  party  of  Trafalgar  Anglers  visited  the 
Ouse  in  the  Fletching  district — result,  a  brace 
and  a  half  of  trout.  Some  of  the  meadows 
adjoining  this  stretch  of  the  Ouse  are  being 
prepared  as  a  sewage  farm.  •■  What  result  it  will 
have  on  the  fishing — the  efflux  of  the  sewage 
drainage — can  only  be  surmised.  Great  joy  was 
evinced  at  Chichester  among  the  small  boys 
at  the  end  of  last  week  when  the  surveyor  announced 
that  the  canal  would  be  available  on  Saturday 
for  fishing,  and  anglers  of  all  ages  were  to  be 
found  at  the  waterside.  The  water  is  slowly 
rising,  but  sport  from  the  basin  to  Birdham 
among  big  fish  has  been  poor.  Small  fry  have  been 
taken  in  quantities ;  yet  some  fair  bream  have  been 
caught  of  31b.  and  over,  and  a  few  good  tench. 
Between  the  locks  the  water  is  better  and  fish 
plentiful.  Good  sport  may  be  anticipated  in  a  few 
days.  The  harbour  fishing  is  good,  there  are  quan- 
tities of  grand  bass  at  Pilsea  and  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour.  Mullet  are  plentiful,  also  plaice,  flounders, 
and  eels. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Itlaudyssil,. — A  small  freshet  has  freshened 
up  the  river,  but  it  has  assumed  its  normal  level 
again.  A  few  small  baskets  of  trout  taken  in  the 
evenings,  and  some  minnow  fishing.  A  very  nice 
salmon  of  9Jlb.  has  been  caught  on  the  hotel 
water,  and  others  seen.  Another  was  hooked  but 
unfortunately  lost. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  fish  have  been  moving  a  little  better, 
but  sport  has  not  been  good.  A  good  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly,  worm, 
maggot  and  minnow.  At  Ludford  Bridge  trout 
over  1  lb.  each  have  been  caught  with  the  maggot, 
and  trout  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  have  been  taken  with 
the  minnow.  Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  low  and  fine 
and  not  much  sport  has  been  met  with  by  anglers. 
Mr.  D.  Slater,  four  barbel  from  near  the  town,  and 
others  fishing  the  lower  water  a  few,  all  small. 
Bream  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Bray 
from  the  Muskham  Fishery,  and  from  Collingham  I 
hear  of  chub  with  the  fly,  heaviest  31b.  Eleven  perch 
fell  to  Mr.  G.  Bristow's  rod,  best  13Joz.  No  dace,  and 
roach  worth  mentioning,  but  plenty  of  bleak.  The 
capture  of  a  trout,  41b.  loz.,  near  the  Great  Mouth 
is  the  most  important  note,  as  it  is  the  heaviest  I 
have  known  taken  locally  for  several  years  with  the 
rod.  Thunderstorms  and  high  winds  have  prevented 
many  from  far  afield,  but  when  the  swims  are 
baited  matters  should  improve. — Tkentsidee. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sontli,  and  Neig'hboaring 
Rivers. — The  recent  rains  have  put  our  northern 
rivers  in  good  order  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  The 
season  for  coarse  fish  now  being  open,  a  good  many 
Newcastle  anglers  have  already  killed  some  fine 
creels  of  roach  and  dace  with  maggot  in  the  Grand 
Hotel  water,  at  Challerford,  the  permits  cost 
only  one  shilling,  being  a  good  investment. 
Some  good  creels  of  trout  are  reported 
from  Tarsett  Water,  drop  minnow  doing 
the  most  execution.  Some  good  creels  of 
(rout  also  reported  from  the  Pond,  upstream  worm 
doing  the  most.  The  Coquet  is  in  good  condition, 
I  am  glad  to  say,  June  24  and  June  25  witnessed  a 
nice  run  up  of  salmon.  No  doubt  the  Coquet  as  a 
salmon  river  is  improving  every  year.  The  Alne 
is  fishing  well,  good  creels  have  been  killed  with 
fly.  A  good  cast  just  now  is  point  Dark  Partridge 
twill  body,  Poult  Bloa,  Black  Gnat. — Henry  A. 
Morion. 

Usk  (Usk). — River  still  low,  fish  scarce,  and  the 
banks  of  the  river  are  practically  deserted.  The 
scarcity  of  fish  was  testified  to  last  week  when  the 
river  was  netted  by  the  Association  water  bailiffs, 
and  very  few  were  taken.  At  the  time  of  writing 
there  i.s  a  little  rain  falling,  and  if  there  should  be  a 
considerable  rise  there  would  probably  be  a  good  run 
of  botchers,  otherwise  the  outlook  is  serious.  Mr. 
Richards,  Llangattock  Lodge,  has  been  killing  some 
good  trout  on  the  river,  Mr.  Patey  in  the  Olmay 
brook,  and  Dr.  Hatchett  on  the  Monnow. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  continue  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  and  many 
anglers  have  been  out  on  both  these  streams,  but 
the  creels  have  not  been  very  heavy.  The  morning 
and  evening  is  now  the  best  time,  not  many 


fish  rising  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Those 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  landed 
a  few  nice  fish,  and  trout  give  very  good  sport 
now,  and  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five  brace 
have  been  taken,  the  upper  portions  of  the  Der- 
went  yielding  two  to  five  and  six  brace  per  rod, 
mostly  good  fish,  also  the  Darleydale  club's  water 
affording  fair  sport.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  portion  of  this  river  has 
afforded  some  very  good  trout,  these  have  been 
caught  about  Matlock  Bridge  and  Matlockdale 
by  Messrs.  Brooker,  Dale,  Newbold  and  Coates. 
Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  below  Cromford,  one  trout, 
1  lb.  3oz.,  with  his  little  grey  fly,  another,  21b.  2oz., 
with  artificial  May  Fly,  and  another,  21b.  13oz.,  on 
a  Ginger  Quill.  Several  others  have  also  taken  a 
few  nice  fish  from  this  water.  The  prospects  are 
good,  fishing  early  and  late.  Useful  flies,  including 
the  above-mentioned,  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel,  Hackle, 
Black  Gnat,  Golden  Dun,  and  Dark  Spinner. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — The  glorious  fine  weather  broke  up 
on  June  23  with  thunderstorms.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  we  have  had  frequent  showers 
of  rain,  and  the  weather  has  been  cold  and  bois- 
terous, but  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  state  of  the 
water,  and  most  of  our  streams  are,  if  anything, 
lower  and  brighter.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  early  morning  with  upjtream  worm, 
fishing  in  the  evenings  with  the  fly.  I  was  out  on 
the  Yore  on  Monday  afternoon  and  got  half  a  dozen 
nice  fish  up  to  jib.  weight  by  fishing  the  minnow  up- 
steam  on  fine  Ariel  tackle.  In  the  lower  districts  at 
Masham,  Tanfield  and  Ripon  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  in  the  early  mornings  and  a  few  brace  have 
been  caught  with  the  worm.  In  the  evening  the 
trout  have  risen  well  to  the  fly.  The  bottom  fisher- 
men have  done  fairly  at  Boroughbridge  and  Myton 
amongst  the  coarse  fish.  The  Swale  has  been  low 
and  clear  in  the  upper  reaches,  very  little  angling 
has  been  done.  What  is  wanted  is  a  good  rousing 
freshet.  In  the  lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishermen 
have  done  fairly  well  at  Topcliffe,  Brafferton  and 
Myton.  The  Nidd  has  been  low  and  clear ;  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  upper  reaches 
at  Pateley  Dacre  Banks  and  Birthswith.  Messrs. 
Moxon,  Wood  and  Thompson  have  had  some  very 
nice  catches  of  trout.  On  the  length  at  Darley  Mr. 
J.  Waddington  the  other  evening  had  nice  sport  for 
about  two  hours,  securing  ten  fine  trout  weighing 
61b.  4oz.  with  the  fly,  best  flies  being  Brown 
Owl  and  Poult  Bloa.  In  the  lower  reaches  good 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Knaresborougb, 
Ribston,  Walshford  Bridge  and  Hunsingore.  On 
June  23,  Mr.  W.  Grassham  had  some  very  nice 
sport  amongst  the  chub  with  swimming  the  worm. 
Mr.  J.  Fenwick  has  also  had  very  nice  sport.  The 
Derwent  has  been  low  and  clear,  in  the  upper 
reaches  a  fair  number  of  rods  were  out  last  week- 
end. At  Yeddingham  some  nice  catches  of  roach, 
dace,  chub,  and  perch  were  made,  Messrs.  Bayley, 
Binns  and  Miller  doing  the  best,  heaviest  basket 
weighing  close  upon  a  stone ;  at  Malton  School- 
house  Hill,  Hutton  Ambro,  and  Castle  Howard 
a  few  pike  fishermen  were  out,  but  sport,  on  the 
whole,  was  only  poor.  The  Wharfe  has  been 
running  low  and  clear.  In  the  upper  reaches  the 
best  catches  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
worm  fished  well  upstream.  In  the  evening  the 
flv  has  done  fairly  well  at  Grassington,  Bolton 
Woods,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley.  In  the  lower 
reaches  sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish  has  been  fair 
at  Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Uller- 
skelf.  At  the  time  of  sending  this  report  there  is  a 
nice  freshet  coming  down  the  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe, 
etc.,  and  prospects  are  good.  Best  flies.  Brown 
Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  Black  Midge,  and 
Orange  Grouse. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgfach. — On  June  20,  Capt.  Reid  and 
Mr.  Dale,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-two  trout,  121b.  ; 
Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Steel,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
thirty-six,  121b.  ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coutt 
Marjoriebanks,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-four,  12|:lb.  ; 
Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-three, 
9jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Cama, 
twelve,  71b.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
twenty-one,  7^1b. ;  Messrs.  Coulson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
twenty,  71b.  On  June  22,  Messrs.  Lockwood  and 
Steel,  on  Loch  Cama,  three,  81b.  (heaviest,  5flb.); 
Messrs.  Mudd  and  Cooper,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty, 
13 Jib.  ;  Messrs.  Coulson  and  Johnstone,  on  Loch 
Ungill,  forty-four,  I21b. ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coutt  Marjoriebanks,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  four,  4flb. 
On  June  23,  Messrs.  Reid  p.nd  Dale,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  had  five  trout,  18Jlb.,  one  of  SJlb.,  one  of 
51b.,  one  of  4Jlb.,  one  of  IJlb.,  and  one  of  lib. 
Messrs.  Steel  and  Lockwood,  on  Urigill,  sixty-five 
trout,  231b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Veyatie, 
fifteen  trout.  71b.,  one  of  which  was  31b.  Messrs. 
Coulson  and  Johnstone,  on  Cama,  nineteen  trout. 


61b.  Messrs.  Huffam  and  Wilson,  on  Cama,  twenty- 
four  trout,  81b.  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Mudd,  on 
Cama.  fifty-four  trout,  KJlb. 

Beanly. — Mr.  J.  H.  Hay,  who  has  his  head- 
quarters in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  and  who  had 
as  guests  Mr.  A.  J.  Hay  and  Mr.  Peech,  fished  the 
Home  and  Falls  Beat  of  the  Beauly  during  the 
week.  The  water  was  very  low,  but  the  following 
good  sport  was  obtained: — On  June  18,  one  salmon, 
151b.,  and  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  on  June  19,  one  grilse, 
41b.  ;  on  June  20,  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  two  grilse, 
5Jlb.  and  4ilb.  ;  on  June  21,  two  grilse,  51b.  and 61b. ; 
on  June  22,  one  salmon,  191b.,  and  one  grilse,  6lb. ; 
on  June  23,  one  salmon,  11  lb.,  and  one  grilse,  5lb. 
In  the  tidal  waters  poor  results  were  obtained,  the 
best  basket  of  sea-trout  being  one  of  7Jlb.,  and  best 
trout  lib,  8oz.  Fishing  Loch  Coinag,  in  Ross-shire, 
on  June  22,  Mr.  A.  Ross  and  a  friend  had  120  nice 
trout,  scaling  24Jlb.,  about  twenty  of  the  fish 
weighing  Ooz.  or  over.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt, 
LuicHART,  AND  Garve. — Although  dry  the  weather 
was  well  suited  for  fishing  the  above  four  lochs, 
there  being  a  nice  breeze  of  wind,  and  good  baskets 
were  had.  The  best  basket  throughout  the  week 
was  one  of  141b.  on  Rosque  ;  one  of  131b.,  in  which 
was  a  trout  of  51b.  4oz.,  on  Achanalt;  and  one  of 
111b.,  in  which  were  three  fish  of  21b.  each,  on 
Luichart,  and  on  this  loch  a  pike  of  121b.  was 
landed,  as  well  as  two  of  91b.  and  81b.  Anglers 
from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer  did  well  on 
Garve,  baskets  of  101b.,  91b  ,  and  71b.  having  been 
chronicled ;  a  trout  of  2  Jib.  as  well  as  a  dozen  over 
1  lb.  were  landed. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Xdddle. — Catches  of  sea-trout 
continue  to  be  small.  Fishing  in  the  Mid  reaches  of 
the  Esk,  Mr.  R.  Nelson  had  a  sea  trout  l^lb.  Mr. 
J.  Armstrong  has  taken  the  best  trout  of  the  season 
in  the  Byreburn  foot  water,  weighing  3^1b.  Mr.  D. 
Murray  caught  two,  IJlb.  each,  and  Mr.  D.  Little, 
two  (same  weight).  Mr.  James  Brockbank  had  one, 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  T.  Steel,  two,  IJlb.  each;  Mr.  D.  Cowan, 
one,  Iflb. ;  Mr.  James  Steele,  two,  IJlb.  and  IJlb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Douglas,  one,  IJlb  Mr.  J.  Ballantyne, 
had  a  sea  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Charlton, 
two,  of  21b.  each ;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  caught 
one,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  A.  Elliot  had  a  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout,  while  rods  from  the  Cross  Keys 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  have  had  a  few  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout  in  the  Double  water  and  also 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Jackson 
had  a  salmon  of  over  121b.  in  Canonbie  water. 
Fishing  in  the  Tarras,  Mr.  Dalton  caught  over  100 
yellow  trout  at  one  fishing,  and  several  other  rods 
from  Langholm  have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  Lower  Tarras.  One  of  the  best  catches 
of  the  season  was  made  on  June  25  by  "Ate  " 
Jackson,  who  creeled  five  sea  trout  in 
the  Esk  below  Langholm.  Mr.  J.  Corrie  had 
a  sea-trout  of  21b.  at  SUippers'  Bridge.  Mr. 
Warren  had  sixteen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras  and 
several  baskets  in  Langholm  water ;  Messrs.  J. 
Clark,  J.  Tudhope  and  J.  McMillan  had  each  a  sea- 
trout.  In  the  Sol  way  sea-trout  are  running  up  to 
51b.  and  61b.,  and  grilse  41b.  to  61b.  Messrs.  W. 
Ballantine,  A.  Wilson,  Bell  and  Irving,  two  sea- 
trout  each  at  Skipper's  Bridge.  Mr.  H.  Foster, 
Longtown,  two  sea-trout  in  Double  water  ;  Mr.  W. 
Jackson  had  four  sea-trout  at  Skipper's  Gullets. 
Oa  June  27,  Mr.  Beattie,  one,  Iflb.;  two  anglers, 
from  Eskdale  Hotel,  one  sea-trout  each  below 
Langholm ;  Mr.  Weatherston,  one  of  21b.  Mr.  Ate 
Jackson  had  another  catch  of  five  sea- trout  on 
June  27.  Mr.  A.  Jackson's  catch  of  six  sea-trout 
is  the  best  of  the  season.  Fairly  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  Liddle,  Hermitage 
and  Ewes  water. — G. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ard^ay,  N.B.). — River 
still  too  low  and  weather  too  bright  for  angling. 
Attempts  have  been  made  from  Braelangwell  Lodge 
but  without  any  result.  Admiral  Markham,  R.N., 
who  has  taken  a  lease  of  the  shootings  and  fishings 
of  Glencalvie,  gets  an  occasional  fish  on  the  upper 
waters. — B. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
June  19,  Messrs.  Machan  and  Air,  on  Loch  Cealla- 
gall,  one  trout,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson,  on 
Kyle,  ten  trout,  201b.  (heaviest,  3^1b.);  Mr.  West, 
on  Kyle,  ten  trout,  19Jlb.  (heaviest,  3lb.);  Bishop 
of  Sodor  and  Man,  on  Kyle,  ten  trout,  81b.  (heaviest, 
21b  ) ;  Mr.  Forester,  on  Kyle,  seven  trout,  91b. 
(heaviest,  2Jlb.). — J.  K.  Morrison. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June 
18,  Mr.  Thomson,  fourteen  trout,  8lb.  (heaviest, 
3Jlb.);  Mr.  G.  Graham,  one,  Iflb.;  Mr.  Williams, 
twenty-four,  101b.  On  June  19,  Mr.  Dunlop,  one 
salmon,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  eleven  trout,  51b. 
On  June  21,  Mr.  Thomson,  twenty-four,  121b.  ;  Mr. 
A.  Webb,  three,  2Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Finch,  fourteen,  71b. 
On  June  22,  Mr.  C.  Finch,  three,  2ilb.  On  June  23, 
Mr.  Williams,  ten,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  N.  Webb,  two,  IJlb. ; 
Mr.  A.  Webb,  nine,  4lb. ;  Mr.  C  Finch,  four,  2jlb. ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  three,  21b. — W.  Wallace. 
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Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B  ).— 

Fairish  baskets  of  sea-trout  are  being  made  both 
from  Bonarbridge  and  Invershin.  Last  week  the 
netters  had  heavier  hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse  than 
in  any  week  since  the  opening  of  the  season.  On 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  Skibo  nettings  at  tho  head 
of  the  Dornoch  Firth  the  takes  were  about  double 
that  of  any  previous  week  ;  the  Balnagown  fishing 
on  the  Kyle  and  Mr.  Andrew  Anderson's  Inver- 
charron  fishings  also  showed  higher.  This  shows 
the  ficklenes3  of  salmon,  as  the  three  previous 
weeks  were  exceedingly  poor.  From  all  the  above 
fishings  combined  it  is  estimated  that  fully  22Jowt. 
of  salmon  and  grilse  had  been  consigned  to  Billings- 
gate in  the  course  of  the  week. — -B. 

LoohinTex  (Culag  Hotel). — On  June  18,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clegghad  seventeen  trout,  101b.  ;  on  June  20, 
twenty-two,  101b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Trevelyan,  seventv,  17lb.  ;  on  June  21,  forty- 
six,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Clegg^  two,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Watson, 
three,  IJlb.  On  June  22,  Messrs.  Scott  and 
Robertson,  twenty-nine,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevelyan,  125,  401b.  On  June  23, 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Robertson,  sixty,  181b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Spencer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevelyan,  forty  two, 
nib.  ;  Mr.  Watson,  six,  2ilb.— J.  Mackenzie. 

LocIl  laeven  (Kinross). —  The  weather  has  become 
very  changeable  and  showery,  though  sport  continues 
surprisingly  good,  there  being  periods  each  day 
during  which  fish  have  Taeen  risiag  very  freely  to 
the  artificial  fly,  but  there  has  been  a  great  scarcity 
of  natural  flies  in  the  water,  and  seldom  has  any- 
thing like  a  big  rise  of  fish  been  on.  Fish  have 
been  coming  very  short,  and  it  has  been  a  common 
remark  by  anglers  during  the  past  week  of 
never  having  raised  so  many  fish  on  the  loch. 
Evening  fishing,  except  for  several  nights  of  dense 
fog,  has  been  attended  with  some  good  catches. 
Owing  to  anglers  leaving  for  their  summer  quarters 
fishing  will  not  be  so  much  prosecuted  now.  Less 
than  half  the  boats  at  present  are  going  out.  The 
following  were  the  competing  clubs  : — Dunferm- 
line, fifteen  rods,  captured,  with  fly,  ninety- 
eight  trout,  841b.  12oz.  First  prize,  Mr.  A.  R. 
Dick,  seventeen  trout,  161b.  8oz.,  this  being  the 
heaviest  prize  basket  here  this  season.  Eight 
members  of  the  Falkirk  Club  captured 
thirty -eight  trout,  321b.  15oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  G.  Wilson, 
nine  trout,  81b.  loz.  Six  rods  at  the  Stirling  Club 
competition  brought  in  sixteen  trout,  171b.  3oz  ; 
first,  Mr.  S.  M.  Fraser,  five  trout,  61b.  loz.  Kelvin- 
side  Academical  Club,  twelve  rods,  with  fly, 
captured  thirty-six  trout,  331b.  13oz. ;  first.  Mr. 
W.  R.  Maxwell,  six  trout,  61b.  Pollokshields  Club, 
with  six  rods,  secured  twenty-three  trout, 
231b.  loz. ;  first,  Mr.  J.  McGugan,  seven  trout, 
71b.  3oz.  A  match  between  Killin  Breadal- 
bane  and  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Clubs,  eleven 
rods  asid^,  resulted :  Edinburgh  Breadalbane, 
forty-one  trout,  371b.  3oz.,  and  KUlin  Breadalbane, 
thirty-three  trout,  281b.  3oz.  The  following  private 
parties  were  out :  Mr.  Anderson,  North  Western 
Rhodesia  (three  days),  fifty-seven  trout,  531b.  4oz.; 
Mr.  J.  p.  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout,  11  lb  ; 
Mr.  Dawson,  Dalkeith,  fifteen  trout,  121b  ;  Mr.  Daw- 
son, Dalkeith,  and  Mr.  W.  Turnbull,  Edinburgh,  fif- 
teen trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  D.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Bennett, 
Edinburgh,  eighteen  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon, 
Manchester,  sixteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Shettleton,  Busby,  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  Glasgow, 
sixteen  trout,  161b. ;  Dr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  D. 
Knight,  Musselburgh,  twenty-two  trout,  211b.  ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Baxter,  Tayport,  twenty  trout,  191b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Miller  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Hepburn,  Dunfermline, 
sixteen  trout,  15lb.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  Trinity,  fourteen 
trout,  161b.  (bis  heaviest  fish  weighed  31b.  and  was 
a  particularly  fine  specimen  trout) ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Scott,  St.  Ann's  -  on  -  the  -  Sea  (two 
days),  twenty-eight  trout,  27lb. ;  Mr.  Key  and 
Mr.  Landale,  Kirkaldy,  twenty  trout,  171b.  ; 
Mr.  Ballantine,  Dundee,  twelve  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
P.  Hardie  and  Mr.  D.  Mackay,  Edinburgh,  nineteen 
trout,  181b.  ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Henderson,  Linlithgow, 
twelve  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Henderson,  Linlith- 
gow, and  Mr.  Flockhart,  Trinity,  nineteen  trout, 
131b.  8oz.  The  following  were  the  best  catches 
made  in  a  few  hours  in  the  evening  :  Mr.  Ballantine, 
Dundee,  ten  trout,  101b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Arbuckle,  Bridge 
of  Earn,  fourteen  trout,  111b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Anderson, 
North  Western  Rhodesia,  seventeen  trout,  161b.  ; 
Mr.  Landale  and  Mr.  Key,  Kirkcaldy,  seven 
trout,  7lb. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Bannoch  (Loch  Rannoch  Hotel). — On 
June  IH,  Mr.  and  Miss  Steele,  Kettering,  nine  trout; 
Mr.  W estrop,  Tunbridge  Wells,  twelve ;  Messrs. 
Thomson  and  Carmichael,  Dundee,  six ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitaon,  Liverpool,  eight,  the  heaviest  weigh- 
ing over  21b.  ;  Mr.  Stavert,  Kendal,  ten.  On 
June  19,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitson,  thirteen;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Quilter,  twelve ;  Mr.  Stavert,  seven  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stanley  Thomson,  five  ;  Messrs.  Thomson  and 
Carmichael,  fishing  the  river,  eighteen.  On  June  20, 
Mr.  Westrop,  fourteen ;  Mr.  Stavert,  ten ;  Messrs. 
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Thomson  and  Carmichael,  fifteen ;  Mr.  and  Mrs' 
Whifson^  eleven;  Capt.  the  Hon.  and  Mrs.  Bethel, 
seven.  On  June  21,  Messrs.  Thomson  and  Car- 
michael, eighteen ;  Col.  Thomson  landed  one  very 
fine  trout  of  121b;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Thomson, 
five,  one  weighing  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Stavert,  seven ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Whitson,  thirteen ;  Mr.  Westrop,  nine ; 
Capt.  the  Hon.  and  Mrs.  Bethel,  eight. — G.  Gow. 

Orkney. — Fishing  from  the  Barony  and  Smith- 
field  Hotel,  on  Lochs  Birsay,  Hundland,  Swannay, 
and  Harray  : — On  June  12,  Mr.  and  Miss  Broughton, 
eleven  fish  ,  5|lb. ;  on  June  13,  thirteen,  51b.  ;  on 
June  14,  fifteen,  8flb. ;  on  June  15  fourteen,  8Jlb.  ; 
on  June  16,  thirteen,  6Jlb.  On  June  18,  Messrs. 
Broughton  and  Dryburgh,  fourteen,  71b.  ;  Misses 
Broughton  and  Dryburgh,  sixteen,  81b.  On  June  19, 
Messrs.  Broughton  and  Dryburgh,  twenty-four, 
151b.  ;  Mr.  R.  and  Miss  Broughton,  twenty,  101b. 
On  June  14,  Mr.  W.  S.  Bond,  twenty- two,  Ulb.  ; 
on  June  15,  twenty-six,  101b.  ;  on  June  16,  fifteen, 
8:^lb. ;  on  June  18,  seventeen,  81b.  ;  on  June  19, 
twenty,  8^1b,  On  June  18,  Messrs.  Kiddie,  twenty- 
five,  12^1b.  ;  Messrs.  Harleyand  Bennett,  five,  2^1b. 
On  June  19,  Messrs.  Kiddie,  seventeen,  101b.  ; 
Messrs.  Matting  and  Burnet,  four,  31b.  On  June  20, 
Messrs.  Henley  and  Burnet,  sixteen,  91b.  ;  Messrs. 
Kiddie  and  Gordon,  seven,  51b. — John  Spencer. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  June  23  Mr.  D.  Maonaughton  had  a  salmon 
of  161b. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — There  was  an  immense 
run  of  fish  into  the  Dee  on  Sunday  morning.  The 
tidal  nets  of  the  upper  station  had  140  grilse  in  a 
few  hours.  On  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  an 
occasional  salmon  is  being  got,  but  most  of  the 
regular  rods  have  left.  On  the  Braemar  waters,  Mr. 
Meft  had  a  salmon  of  9lb.  and  several  pike  last 
week.  On  the  tidal  waters,  Mes-rs.  Laing,  Robb, 
and  Harper  marked  forty  kelt  finnock  during  the 
past  season  with  the  marks  supplied  by  Mr.  Calder- 
wood.  Don. — Some  good  trouting  has  been  got  in 
the  reaches  above  Kintore.  On  the  Forbes  Arms 
water,  Mr.  Fairley  has  had  baskets  of  81b.  daily 
(heaviest,  21b.).  On  the  Inverurie  water,  on  Satur- 
day last,  Mr.  Jolly  landed  some  heavy  fish,  one  of 
them  2Jlb.  On  the  Pitmedden  section,  Mr.  G.  M. 
Mackay  had  a  fine  basket  of  brown  trout  on  Tues- 
day, one  of  which  weighed  21b. — G.  M. 

Orerscaig  Hotel  Waters  ^  Lairg,  N.B.). — During 
the  past  week  the  following  sport  was  obtained  on 
the  various  beats  of  Loch  Shin,  Lochs  Griam, 
Merkland,  Gorm,  and  other  waters : — On  June  19, 
Mr.  Clegg,  Liverpool,  on  Lower  Fiag,  fourteen  trout, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Roberts,  Paisley,  on  Upper  Fiag,  eight, 
31b.  ;  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott, 
Carlisle,  forty- four,  HJlb. ;  Col.  Dixon,  with  Mr. 
and  Miss  Dixon,  Blackheath,  forty-four,  15Jlb., 
besides  a  ferox  of  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth, 
Birkenhead,  four  dozen,  131b.  ;  and  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright,  Romford,  two  dozen,  81b.  On  June  20, 
Mr.  Chas.  Clegg,  Liverpool,  eleven  trout,  41b.  ;  Col., 
Mr.  and  Miss  Dixon,  twenty-nine,  12Jlb. ;  Chancellor 
Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  thirty,  121b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bickersteth,  twenty-two,  71b. ;  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright,  seventeen,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Roberts,  twenty- 
two,  81b.  On  June  21  Mr.  Clegg  had  nine  trout, 
2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Roberts,  eight,  21b. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright, 
six,  2^lh. ;  Col.,  Mr.  and  Miss  Dixon,  forty-seven, 
191b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  two  dozen,  91b. 
On  June  22,  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott, 
twenty-one  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth, 
sixteen,  7lb.  ;  Mr.  Roberts,  eighteen,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Clegg,  fourteen,  4^1  b.;  Messrs.  Muir  and  Glass 
(London)  thirty-five,  9jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright, 
fourteen,  4Jlb.  ;  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  eighteen, 
81b. ;  and  Mr.  Dixon,  twenty,  61b.  On  June  23, 
baskets  were  equally  good — a  total  of  182  trout, 
55Jlb.,  besides  a  ferox  of  7  Jib.  being  landed  ;  while 
the  grand  total  for  the  week  was  862  trout, 
3011b.,  and  two  ferox,  IS^lb.    June  25  yielded  the  | 


heaviest  basket  for  one  day  since  the  opening  of 
the  season — 210  trout,  04Jlb.  Details  in  next 
report. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 

On  June  18  Dr.  Collins,  London,  on  Black  Rock, 
one  trout,  IJlb.;  Mr.  Cowan,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch 
Eileanach,  one,  31b.;  Mr.  Marchant,  Kent,  on  Loch- 
na-Ha,  one,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Thurburn,  Inverness,  on 
Loch  Gorm,  ten,  3lb. ;  and  Mr.  Little,  Surrey,  on 
Loch-na-Ha,  four,  8lb.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  CoUingham,  Northumberland,  on  Loch 
Clashfearn,  91b.  trout ;  Messrs.  Landale  and 
Wood,  K*5nt,  on  Loch  Gorm,  91b. ;  Mr.  Cowan, 
on  Mid-Chain,  three  trout,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Thurburn,  on 
North  Waters,  five,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Little,  on  Black 
Rock,  one,  Iflb.  On  June  21,  Mr.  Thurburn,  on 
Golden  Eye,  two,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Parson's 
Loch,  four,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Landale,  on  Loch-na-Ha,  one, 
fib.  ;  Mr.  Cowan,  on  Loch  Gorm,  nineteen,  61b.  ;  and 
Mr.  CoUingham,  twelve,  41b.  On  June  22,  Mr.  Little, 
on  Lake  Clashfearn,  141b.  trout ;  Mr.  Landale,  on 
Chains,  three,  2|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  MacLeod,  on 
Manse  Loch,  two,  3Jlb.  On  June  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Collingwood,  on  Loch  Lag-Ard,  twenty-one,  7 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Landale,  on  Loch  Clashfearn,  forty-six,  11  lb.  ; 
Messrs.  Prince  and  Wood,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Gorm, 
forty,  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Little,,  on  Top  Chain,  six, 
101b.  On  June  25,  Messrs.  Landale  and  Wood, 
on  Upper  Chain,  nine,  .5lb  ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Loch 
Eileanach,  two,  31b.  :  and  Mr.  Thurburn,  on  Mid 
Chain,  four,  61b.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Like  all  northern  rivers 
this  one  is  now  too  low  for  angling.  During  the 
whole  of  the  past  week  the  only  sport  obtained  by 
Mr.  Buxton,  the  lessee,  was  a  grilse  of  51b.  on 
Tuesday  (June  19).  On  Thursday  (June  21)  tried 
Hill  Loch,  and  made  a  basket  of  81b.  of  very  nice 
trout ;  and  on  Friday  (Jvine  22),  on  the  river, 
landed  a  salmon  which  weighed  191b.  Rain  very 
much  needed  alike  for  agriculture  as  well  as  for 
angling. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  a  better  run 
of  sea-trout  in  the  Solway  nets  this  week.  By  the 
middle  of  July  the  first  of  the  annual  run  of  the  herling 
should  be  showing,  and  by  the  end  of  the  same  month 
there  should  be  sufficient  in  the  rivers  to  afford 
good  sport  right  on  to  the  autumn.  A  few  grilse  are 
also  making  up  the  rivers.  The  sea-trout  will  be- 
gin to  take  better  now,  more  especially  after  dark. 
The  Annan. — A  number  of  anglers  were  out  fishing 
the  clear  water  worm  on  June  25,  and  odd  sea- 
trout  were  caught  with  the  brandling,  and  others 
had  trout  with  the  fly.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water 
Mr.  James  Marshall  had  one  sea- trout  and  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  landed  three 
with  night  fly.  On  the  morning  of  June  25,  the 
latter  angler  had  three  sea-trout.  In  the  town 
water.  Captain  Ewart  took  one  sea-trout  with  night 
fly  in  the  brewery  stream,  and  in  Northfield  stream. 
Mr.  F.  Anderson  had  one  sea- trout  with  night  fly. 
In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  several  sea-trout  have 
been  caught  with  the  night  fly.  In  the  Castlemilk 
portion,  the  Murraythwaite  and  Dormont  waters, 
and  at  Halleaths,  several  sea-trout  have  fallen  to 
the  night  fly.  In  the  upper  stretches  below  Moffat 
and  down  by  Wamphray  little  is  doing.  The 
Dumfries  Nith. — In  the  middle  reaches  of  this 
river  a  few  sea-trout  are  showing,  and  Thornhill 
anglers  fishing  the  Mid  Nithsdale  Association's 
stretches  have  been  getting  an  odd  trout  or 
two  with  the  evening  fly.  In  the  im- 
mediate waters  near  Dumfries  little  has  been  done. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Sport  is  im- 
proving in  the  lochs  of  the  Stewartry,  bu^,  little  is 
doing  on  the  rivers.  A  few  rods  have  had  fairly 
good  baskets  on  the  Lochenbreck  of  Castle  Douglas. 
The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  the  Urr  of 
Dalbeattie  have  been  disappointing  this  week,  and 
so  has  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse.  The  Ayrshire 
Lochs  and  Rivers. — The  rods  now  fishing  Loch 
Doon  are  meeting  with  some  fine  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  Many  visitors  have  been  on  the  loch  of  late 
and  have  had  capital  creels.  Out  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel  the  other  day  two  rods  had  about  sixty  trout, 
and  two  rods  fishing  from  the  Black  Bull  had  also 
fine  creels  on  the  same  loch. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  has  fallen  off  con- 
siderably consequent  upon  the  drought  and  strong 
sunshine.  On  the  Tulchan  sections  of  the  river 
some  seventeen  fish  were  landed  by  Mr.  MacCor- 
quodale  and  party  during  last  week.  From  the 
Laggan  water  (Carron),  on  June  22,  Mr. 
H.  Cumming,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of 
7Jlb.,  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  '^iter, 
on  this  day  week,  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  111b,  while  from  the  Easter  Elchies 
water,  on  June  22,  Mr.  Alex  Craik,  gamekeeper, 
had  a  salmon  of  151b.,  and  on  June  25  Mr.  N. 
Craik,  fisherman,  a  grilse  of  6lb.  On  the  Arndilly 
water,  on  June  25,  Sir  David  Barr  had  a  salmon  of 
141b.  and  a  grilse  of  31b  ,  while  from  the  same 
water,  on  June  22,  Captain  Barr  had  a  grilse  of  41b. 
—J.  M. 
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Tongue  Hotel. — On  June  18,  Mr.  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Na  Hacon,  twenty -seven  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs. 
Ramsden  and  Beach,  on  Craggie,  twentv-three, 
11  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Lord,  on  Kyle,  five  sea-trout,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Paul,  on  Loch  Na  Hacon,  three  trout,  41b.  On 
June  19,  Mr.  Lord,  on  Kyle,  three  sea-trout,  9Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lord,  on  Loch  Na  Hacon,  fourteen 
trout.  61b.  On  June  20,  Messrs.  Ramsden  and 
Beach,  on  Craggie,  eleven,  7jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lord,  on  Kyle,  five  sea-trout,  8 Jib.  On  June  21, 
Messrs.  Ramsden  and  Beach,  on  Craggie,  twentv- 
five  trout,  12Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mr.  Paul,  on  Loch  Na 
Hacon,  fourteen,  61b.  On  June  22,  Messrs.  Rams- 
den and  Beach,  on  Kyle,  four  sea-trout,  6Jlb.  On 
June  23,  Messrs.  Ramsden  and  Beach,  on  Slam, 
twenty-nine  trout.  141b. ;  Mr.  Paul,  on  Kyle, 
seventeen,  7|lb. — M.  Macinnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — Mild  summer-like  weather  with 
westerly  winds  and  showers  of  rnin  at  short  in- 
tervals continued  during  the  week,  and  trout  rose 
freely  to  natural  flies,  which  were  so  plentiful  on 
the  surface  that  they  took  the  artificial  badly,  and 
the  largest  catches  of  experienced  anglers  were 
only  a  few  brace.  The  water  shrunk  8  inches, 
but  there  is  enough  passing  over  the  weirs  at 
Caronroe  and  Movanagher  for  salmon  to  ascend, 
and  in  consequence  tho  stock  on  the  section  between 
the  bridge  at  Kilrea  and  tha  eel  weirs  is  being 
increaeed  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  run  of  grilse 
and  summer  salmon  that  are  able  to  escape  the 
drought  nets  used  at  the  Cronagh  and  the  cribs 
at  Coleraine.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is 
low  for  a  period  so  far  advanced  in  the  season, 
and  salmon  are  likely  to  continue  taking  the  fly 
through  July.  Mr.  T.  Henderson  caught  six 
salmon,  71b.,  71b.,  7Jlb  ,  81b.,  141b.,  and  14Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Shaw,  three,  121b.,  181b..  and  221b.,  at  Caron- 
roe ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Calt,  two,  Ulb.  and  13Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Wright,  one,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  T.  Heggarty,  one,  161b.; 
Mr.  Heath,  one,  6Jlb.;  and  Mr.  J.  McCorry  a  grilse, 
41b.  at  Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Fbe. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork). — The  river  is  high  and 
unsettled,  large  numbers  of  salmon  and  grilse  are 
running.  On  Rock  Forrest,  Mr.  H.  Powell,  one 
salmon,  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  Bolster,  one  salmon,  101b., 
and  one  grilse,  6lb.  On  Moore  Park  waters,  Capt. 
McKechnie,  two  grilse,  31b.  and  5Jlb.,  also  some 
nice  trout.  At  KillavuUen,  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove 
Annesley,  two  grilse,  6jlb.  and  71b. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — Sport  on 
the  Erne  was  good  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
following  are  the  particulars :  Mr.  F.  Green,  eight 
salmon,  from  41b.  to  181b. ;  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson, 
two  Salmon,  151b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Stubbs,  three 
salmon  of  15lb.,  8lb.  and  91b.:  Mr.  E.  A.  Wrigley 
and  Mr.  Lees,  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  131b.  ;  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike,  three  salmon,  of  161b.,  151b.  and  101b.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Davies,  four  salmon,  of  161b.,  101b.,  61b.  and 
6lb. ;  and  Dr.  Creighton,  one  salmon  of  I41b. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — On  June  13,  Capt.  Macgowan 
caught  eleven  salmon,  weighing  61b.,  51b.,  51b., 
4Jlb.,  6J!b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b  ,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  and  51b.; 
Mr.  Dobson,  six,  41b  ,  51b.,  5lb.,  15ilb.,  61b,  and 
ojlb. ;  Major  Moir,  two,  6lb.  and  lOlb. ;  Mr.  W. 
Herring,  two,  61b.  and  61b.  ;  Dr.  White,  three, 
5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  4Jlb. ;  Captain  le  Strange  Herring, 
two,  ejlb.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Hill,  four,  61b.,  Sjlb.,  8Jlb., 
and  5Jlb.  On  June  14,  Capt.  Macgowan,  six,  5lb., 
6Jlb. .  5Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  51b. ;  Mr.  Dobson, one,  51b. ; 
Mr.  W.  Herring,  four,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  and  4Jlb. ; 
Dr.  White,  eight,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  6lb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  61b., 
^\b.,  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  Hill,  one,  51b.  On  June  15, 
Capt.  Macgowan,  three,  41b.,  61b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr. 
Dobson,  three,  4jlb.,  61b.,  and  5jlb. ;  Major  Moir, 
two,  4jlb.  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Herring,  two,  51b.  and 
61b.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  three,  61b  ,  6|lb.,  and  5jlb.  ; 
Dr.  White,  six,  51b.,  51b.,  121b.,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  and  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Hill,  two,  51b.  and  5lb.  On  June  16,  Capt. 
Macgowan,  four,  6lb.,  61b.,  51b.,  and  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Dobson,  five,  4Jlb.,  4jlb.,  5Jlb.,  641b.,  and  5Jlb. ; 
Capt.  Steward,  seven,  4Jlb.,  4jlb.,  Slb.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb., 
o^lb.,  and  5Jlb.  ;  Dr.  White,  two,  4jlb.  and  4Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Hill,  eight,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  SJlb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  5^1b., 
61b  ,  and  5Jlb.  On  June  18,  Capt.  Macgowan,  nine, 
61b.,  4Jlb.,  31b..  6ilb.,  61b.,  5jlb.,  4ilb.,  7lb.,  and 
51b.;  Mr.  Dob=on.  nine,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  4ilb.  51b., 
6Jlb.,  71b.,  71b  .  4Jlb.,  and  6Jlb.  ;  Major  Moir,  four, 
4Jlb.,  9Jlb  ,  5jlb  ,  and  6Jlb. ;  Capt.  Steward,  eleven, 
(ijlb.,  6jlb.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  6lb.,  6Jlb.,  5lb., 
11  Jib  ,  and  6Jlb.  ;  Dr.  White,  seven,  51b  ,  71b.,  61b., 
41b.,  51b.,  7ilb.,  and  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Hill,  thirteen,  6ilb., 
ojib.,  61b.,  4jlb.,  lOlb.-,  5lb.,  6lb  ,  5Jlb.,  5lb.,  7|lb  , 
.5Jlb.,  61b.,  and  6Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Herring,  five,  61b., 
6|lb.,  6jlb.,  61b.,  and  4Jlb.  On  June  19,  Capt. 
Macgowan,  seven,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  Slb  ,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  6lb., 
and  4jlb. ;  Mr.  Dobson,  nine,  61b  ,  5jlb.,  51b.,  5lb., 
4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  and  7Jlb.  ;  Major  Moir, 
five,  51b.,  4Jlb  ,  71b.,  61b.,  and  6lb. ;  Capt.  Steward, 
six,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  9Jlb.,  4lb.,  and  5lb.  ;  Mr. 


Hill,  two,  5Jlb.  and  SJlb. ;  Dr.  White,  five,  61b, 
SJIb.,  5Alb.,  5jlb.,  and  61b.;  Capt.  le  Stranse 
Herring,'five,  41b.,  5Jlb.,  51b,  91b.,  and  ,51b.— W. 
N.  Milne.  [Received  too  late  for  insertion  List 
week.]  On  June  20,  Capt.  Macgowan,  ten  palmf^n, 
71b.,  61b.,  6ilb.,  81b.,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b  ,  11  lb  , 
6jlb.  ;  Mr.  Dobson,  ton,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  4ilb  ,  641b., 
61b.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  61b  ,  6lb.,  61b.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  mx 
4Jlb.,  6jlb.,  51b.,  13Jlb.,  61b.,  17jlb.  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill, 
one,  6Jlb.  ;  Dr.  White,  two,  5lb  ,  7jlb.  ;  Capt. 
Herring,  one,  5Jlb.  On  June  21,  Mr.  Dobson, 
twelve,  .51b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  71b  ,  6lb.,  5lb.,  6Jlb  , 
51b.,  51b.,  5jlb.,  71b.  ;  Capt.  Macgowan,  six,  5Jlb  , 
6lb.,  6jlb.,  61b.,  5jlb  ,  SJlb.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  throe, 
6ilb.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb. ;  Major  Moir,  four,  5Jlb.,  4lb  , 
5jlb.,  .SJIb.  ;  Dr.  White,  six,  71b.,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  71b., 
61b.,  4Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Herring,  four,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  7Jlb  , 
9Jlb.  On  June  22,  Capt.  Macgowan,  seven,  51b  , 
7ilb.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b.,  ^\h.,  61b. ;  Mr.  Dobson,  five, 
71b  ,  7Jlb.,  5Jlb..  61b.,  7lb.  ;  Major  Moir,  two,  5Jlb  , 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  W.  Herring,  one.  61b.  ;  Capt.  Herring, 
six,  5ilb.,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  6lb..  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.  ;  Dr.  White, 
eight.  61b.,  61b.,  4jlb.,  4jlb.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb  ,  5'b. ; 
Mr.  Hill,  two,  4Jlb..  5.Ub.  On  June  23,  Mr.  Dob 
son,  nine,  71b.,  51b.,  71b.,  6lb.,  6Jlb..  61b.,  5Jlb  , 
81b.,  61b.  ;  Capt.  Macgowan,  eight,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
5Jlb.,  51b.  51b..  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  61b.  ;  Major  Moir, 
three,  7lb.,  61b.,  61b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Herring,  three,  6lb., 
7jlb,  5Jlb. ;  Capt.  Horring,  two,  5jlb.,  61b.;  Dr. 
White,  five,  6Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  6lb.,  5jlb.,  (ilb.  ;  Mr.  Hill, 
three,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  6lb.  On  June  25,  Major  Moir, 
ten,  4Jlb.,  81b.,  51b.,  51b.,  91b.,  5Jlb  ,  5Jlb.,  6lb  , 
5Jlb.,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Dobson,  ten,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  .5Jlb.. 
4|lb.,  6Jlb..  5ilb.,  51b.,  6ilb.,  5Jlb.,  7Jlb. ;  Capt. 
Macgowan,  nine,  ^\h.,  51b.,  3Jlb.,  4Jlb ,  5Jlb., 
81b.,  71b.,  51b.,  71b.;  Capt.  Steward,  five,  5|lb, 
5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  71b.,  .^Ib.  ;  Dr.  White,  three,  5Jlb.,6lb., 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Hill,  six,  61b.,  6}lb,  71b.,  41b.,  6fb.,  (ilb.  ; 
Capt.  Herring,  four,  .")Jlb.,  71b.,  .51b.,  4ilb.  On 
June  26,  Capt.  Macgowan,  seven,  5lb..  6ilb.,  61b., 
4}lb.,  3ilb.,  6Jlb.,  51b.;  Mr.  Dob.son,  five,  4Jlb., 
(>|lb.,  71b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.  ;  Major  Moir,  three,  6lb., 
5*lb.,  41b. ;  Capt.  Steward,  three,  5jlb.,  5§lb.,  Slb.  ; 
D-r.  White,  four,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb..  41b.,  7ilb. ;  Capt. 
Herring,  three,  6lb.,  SJlb.,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hill,  three, 
4Jlb.,  5Jib  ,  71b.— W.  N.  Milne. 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry). — Very  heavy  rain  for  past 
week.  Caragh  river  very  high,  but  lakes  in  good 
order.  Dr.  Woods  had  two  grilse,  3jlb.,  4Jlb.,  Mr. 
P.  Keane  one  grilse,  51b.,  Admiral  Jeffreys  one 
grilse,  5 Jib.,  and  Mr.  E.  MacGillicuddy  one  gril.-^e. 
5jlb.  Mr.  F.  Wissler,  on  Caragh  Lake,  had  two 
fine  trout  IJlb.  each.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Killamey  —  Sport  has  been  generally  had  with 
salmon  and  brown  trout,  but  no  sea-trout  have 
been  had.— T.  J.  D. 

Leenane  (Connemara). — Mr.  Collier,  fishing 
from  Leenane  Hotel,  caught  one  salmon  on  June  21, 
two  on  June  22,  and  four  on  June  23.  Miss  Collier 
caught  sixteen  brown  trout  on  June  22.  Mr.  Gough, 
fishing  at  Delphi,  caught  two  salmon  on  June  22, 
and  three  on  June  23.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  were 
seldom  seen  so  plentiful  as  they  have  been  for  the 
past  week  at  both  Culfin  and  Delphi  rivers. — R.  H. 
McKeown. 

Lee  Biiver  (oo.  Cork). — The  river  is  now  in  good 
order  after  the  recent  heavy  rain.  A  great  number 
of  grilse  have  passed  up  the  river  within  the  past 
few  days.  Col.  Curtis,  R.A.M.C.,  had  a  fine  fish  of 
21  lb.  on  the  Fargus  water  on  June  22,  and  at  the 
waterworks  Mr.  J.  McAuliffe,  Mr.  O'Connor,  Mr. 
O'Donnell,  and  others  had  several  grilse. — W. 
Haynes  &  Son. 

Longli  Mask  (Clonbnr). — Fishing  from  KUbride 
Lodge,  on  June  16,  Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner  caught  two 
trout,  21b.;  on  17th,  one,  lOJlb. ;  on  18th,  one, 
IJlb. ;  on  19th,  three,  31b.  ;  on  20th,  three,  31b.  ; 
on  21st,  one,  Ulb.;  on  22nd,  four,  7jlb. ;  on  23rd, 
two,  2Jlb.  ;  and  on  24th,  two,  IJlb.  On  June  16, 
Mr.  C.  G.  Spencer,  two  trout,  lOlb.  (best,  Sjlb.); 
on  18th,  one  pike,  8|lb;  on  19th,  four  trout,  41b.  ; 
on  2l3t,  one  pike,  41b. ;  on  22nd,  one  pike,  21b.  ; 
and  on  23rd,  one  trout,  lib.,  and  four  small  pike. 
On  June  17,  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  two  trout,  91b.  (best, 
81b.);  on  18th,  two,  5lb  ;  on  20th,  one,  1  lb.  ;  and 
on  2l3t,  one,  8Jlb.  On  June  17,  Mr.  H.  A.  W. 
Linsdell,  two  trout,  61b.,  and  one  pike,  8|lb.  ;  on 
18th,  one  pike,  71b.  ;  on  20th,  one  trout,  IJlb.,  and 
two  pike,  14lb.  ;  on  21st,  one  trout,  21b.  ;  and  on 
24th,  one  trout,  2Jlb.  On  June  18,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Harding,  one  pike,  lOJlb.,  and  two  trout,  21b.  ;  on 
20th,  two  pike,  291b.  (best,  231b.);  on  21st,  two 
pike,  16£lb.  (best.  12Jlb.);  on  22nd,  three  trout, 
SJlb.  ;  on  24th,  four  trout,  41b.  (best,  21b.).  On 
June  18,  Mr.  F.  A.  Piatt,  two  pike.  7Jlb.,  and  one 
trout,  l}lb.  ;  on  19th,  four  trout,  71b.;  on  21st, 
two  trout,  31b. ;  on  22nd,  one  small  pike  ;  on  23rd, 
two  trout,  3Jlb.,  and  two  pike,  71b. ;  and  on  2tth, 
one  pike,  61b.,  and  one  trout,  1  lb.  Col.  Foster  had 
some  nice  trout  ranging  from  1  lb.  to  21b. — P.  S. 

Xiongh  Cnrrane,  eto.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
Lough  Currane  is  in  excellent  angling  order  and 
fiy-fishers  are  getting  nice  sport  at  sea  and  brown 


trout.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  ran  from  three  to 
nine  fish  daily  to  each  boat,  the  fishing  varying  in 
weight  from  1  lb.  to  3J.  The  takes  of  brown  trout 
averaged  three  sizeable  fish  to  each  boat. — T.  J.  D. 

Loa?h  Melvin. -Trout  rose  badly  to  the  fly 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  bright  weather,  yet 
some  tine  gillaroos  were  taken. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Uonntain  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  rather  wild  and 
generally  very  wet,  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
above  waters  at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

moy,  Loaghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balllna,  oo. 
BSayo). — The  fair  sport  recorded  last  week  con- 
tinue^  to  bo  kept  on  satisfactorily,  though  the 
weather  has  been  very  unsettled.  Mr.  Perry  Knox 
Gore  had  five  grilse,  5,  5,  4,  4J,  61b. ;  Mr.  Dames 
Longworth,  twelve  grilse,  5,  4,  6,  5,  4J,  5,  5,  6,  4J, 
6.  6.  51b.  ;  Mr.  Scroope,  three  grilse,  4J,  5,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Ryves,  three  grilse,  5,  4,  61b.  ;  Surgeon-Lieut. - 
Colonel  H.  Rayner,  seventeen  grilse.  6J,  6,  3J, 
6j,,  5J,  6,  6,  5,  5,  6J,  6,  6J,  4J,  3J,  3,  6J,  5Jlb. ; 
Mrs.  H.  Rayner,  four  grilse,  5,  5,  4J  and  4Jlb.  ; 
Lieut.  E.  E.  Cathcart,  one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Capt.  B. 
Lynch,  two  grilse,  5  and  51b ;  Master  C.  Scroope, 
two  grilse,  5  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Garvey,  one 
grilse,  Slb. ;  Mr.  C.  Manton,  eight  grilse,  38Jlb.  ; 
Sea-trout  anglers  are  doing  very  well  also  on  the 
river.  Some  good  takes  of  trout  were  got  on  the 
loughs,  also  some  grilse.  Capt.  Tancred  and  friend 
had  some  good  trout.  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow 
fished  well  for  brown  trout. — Pat  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Loagh  Derg  (Killaloe). — During 
the  last  four  or  five  weeks  good  sport  has  been 
realised  by  several  English  anglers  on  Mr.  S.  J. 
Hurley's  extensive  preserves,  the  frequent  down- 
pours of  rain  having  kept  the  water  in  perfect  form 
for  the  grilse  and  stream  trout,  which  is  the  best 
overhead  and  underneath  the  foam  the  whole 
length  of  the  weir  wall.  This  is  the  only  sport 
obtainable  at  Killaloe  at  present. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Caatleoonuall). — A  very  wet  week 
with  a  consequent  rise  of  water.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed  seven  peal,  41b.,  61b., 
41b.,  2Jlb.,  51b.,  3Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  and  one  salmon,  9Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Gamble,  seven  peal,  61b.,  51b.,  5\Vo.,  6Jlb., 
81b ,  61b.  and  41b.,  and  one  salmon,  161b., 
the  latter  being  killed  on  a  trout  rod  and  an 
Orange  Grouse  Trout  Fly.  As  can  be  imagined,  the 
ensuing  bout  was  a  long  and  exciting  one,  but 
finally  resulted  in  a  triumph  for  the  angler.  On 
this  fishery  also,  the  fishermen  killed  one 
peal,  Slb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  Gamble  killed 
seven  peal,  4jlb.,  4Jlb.,  SJlb.,  41b.,  71b.,  5jlb., 
3ilb.  Mr.  Astley  Creswick,  three  peal,  71b., 
4fb.,  71b.;  the  fishermen,  one  salmon,  131b. 
On  SummerhUl  fishery  Mr.  E.  Gerald  Ingham  kUled 
two  peal,  Slb.  and  51b.,  and  one  salmon  201b.  On 
Doonas,  Mr.  Carlton  Cross  killed  seven  peal,  41b , 
51b.,  51b.,  71b.,  5Jlb.,  4ilb.,  Slb. ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Bailey, 
three  peal,  4Jlb.,  71b.,  Slb.,  and  one  salmon  141b.; 
on  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  peal, 
5 Jib. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanz  (June  25). — On  Wednesday  last  I  had 
a  stroll  on  a  grey  afternoon  with  my  rod  along  part 
of  the  Lower  Stockalper,  and  found  the  water  in 
fair  order,  and  the  climate  at  that  side  of  the  valley 
pleasant  and  much  cooler  than  it  is  here.  The 
May  Fly  time  is  evidently  all  but  over.  I  only  saw 
six,  two  of  them  in  the  last  (black)  stage,  and  none 
of  them  received  any  attention  from  the  fish — 
indeed,  T  saw  but  one  independent  rise,  though  I 
rose  many  trout  to  Olives,  Red  Palmer,  and  the 
generally  attractive  Coch-y-Bondhu  of  full  size. 
I  got  some  fifteen  fish  of  sorts,  making  a  nice  dish, 
one  of  them  a  Jib.  vengeron,  but  nothing  remark- 
able as  to  dimensions.  Grasshopper  time  should 
be  on  now,  and  I  hope  to  go  again  and  try  one  of 
Farlow's  imitation  grasshopper  flies  which  has 
been  sent  me,  though  I  doubt  it  being  sufficiently 
green  for  the  taste  of  the  locality.  The  influx  of 
the  dirty  Rhone  water  into  this  stream  at  a  sluice 
near  Vouvery  Station  being  now  stopped  —  at 
least,  for  a  time — has  greatly  improved  the  colour 
of  the  water,  and  in  some  parts  the  number  of  trout 
seen  reminded  one  of  old  times,  some  being  of 
handsome  size  and  rising  freely. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  continues  rainy 
and  rather  wild,  and  but  little  angling  has  been 
done.— T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
rather  wild  lately  and  the  sea  rough.  On  a  couple 
of  days  when  the  weather  and  water  conditions  got 
favourable,  good  sport  was  had  at  pollack  both  by 
boat  anglers  and  rock-fiahers. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  large  numbers  of 
pouting  have  been  taken  daily  throughout  the 
present  week,  larger  varieties  of  fish  have  been 
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caught  in  diminished  numbers,  and  pollack  are 
still  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  though  fished  for 
daily  by  many  practised  anglers  with  both  natural 
and  artificial  baits.  On  June  23,  Miss  Morgan,  Mrs. 
Clapp,  and  Messrs.  Hughes,  Sims,  Band,  Tress, 
W.  Dodd,  Turner,  J.  Handle}',  Morgan,  Piper, 
and  Clapp,  all  creeled  large  numbers  of  pouting, 
most  of  them  of  small  size,  and  Mr.  Sims,  who  did  a 
little  boat  fishing,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Adams, 
hooked  and  landed  a  clean  little  lobster  of  21b. 
Mr.  Waddell  had  four  nursedogs  early  on  the 
morning  of  June  24,  Mr.  Band  made  a  good  catch 
of  pouting,  as  did  also  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Winter, 
of  the  St.  John's  Angling  Club,  was  quite  satisfied 
with  the  catch  he  took  back  to  town  with  him. 
Mr.  George  Carter  and  Mr.  H.  Beard  were  both  busily 
engaged  early  on  June  25,  and  later  in  the  day 
Mr.  W.  Tress,  Mr.  W.  Dodd,  Mr.  Chas.  R.  Clemoes, 
Mr.  Victor  C.  Clemoes,  Miss  Daisy  Clemoes,  Mr. 
Crowhurst,  Mr.  J.  F.  Turner,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Brans- 
combe  all  did  well  with  pouting,  but  other  varieties 
were  quite  wanting.  Mr.  Crowhurst's  bag  included 
one  pouting  weighing  IJlb.,  an  unusually  large  fish 
for  this  sefkson  of  the  year.  Mr.  Waddell's  early 
morning's  catch  on  June  26  comprised  four  nurse- 
dogs  and  two  fair-sized  whiting,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  day  Miss  Morgan  took  eighty-eight  poutings 
and  Miss  Pearce,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Hurd,  Mr.  Cat- 
terson,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  C.  J.  Cowell.  Captain  Hirst, 
Mr.  Doland,  Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenney, 
Mr.  E.  K.  House  and  Mr.  Clapp  all  made  very  fair 
returns,  several  fine  dabs  and  flounders  being 
included  in  the  day's  catch.  Miss  Ada  Band,  Mr. 
Brummum,  and  Mr.  Francis  found  the  fish  feeding 
freely  early  on  Wednesday  morning  {June  27),  and 
Mr.  Smith  and  others  took  a  large  number  of 
poutings  on  the  slack  of  the  flood  tide. — J.  Richakd- 
sox  (B.S.A.S.). 

Heme  Bay. — Bottom  fishing  remains  quiet,  a 
few  pouting  being  taken.  Bass  are  plentiful  at  the 
pier,  but  are  very  shy  on  account  of  the  clear  water. 
Mr.  Edwards  landed  three,  and  this  was  done  late 
at  night.  With  some  thick  water  good  sport  should 
be  had.— E.  F.  W. 

Fensance. — Ground  fishing  has  given  fair  sport. 
Boats  out  every  day,  although  foggy  weather  has 
made  it  difficult  to  pick  out  the  mark  Rod  fishing 
from  piers,  good  sport  particularly  at  Newlyn.  Mr. 
Rochett,  of  Enfield,  fishing  there  on  June  22, 
caught  twenty  large  pollack  ;  others  had  plenty  of 
bream  and  chad,  one  of  the  bream  weighed  31b. 
A  few  grey  mullet  and  bass  have  also  been  caught. 
Whiffing  for  pollack  moderate  sport,  catches 
twenty  down  per  boat.  Messrs.  Ashby  and  Towers', 
B.S.A.S.,  log  of  sport  for  week  ending  June  26 
(Mrs.  Ashby  accompanied  them  on  three  occasions) : 
— June  19. — Dense  fog  and  cold  ;  fished  close  to 
Mousehole  Island ;  steered  home  by  compass. 
Forty-three  large  bream,  two  pollack,  fourteen 
bibs,  two  conger,  three  gurnard,  seven  mackerel. 
Sea  very  calm.  June  20. — Very  foggy  all  day  ;  sea 
very  calm ;  fished  same  place.  Twenty  large 
bream,  nine  wrasse,  six  pollack,  three  bibs,  two 
conger,  eight  large  pouting.  June  21. — Saw 
steamer  pass  in  tow  that  had  been  in  collision. 
Very  fine  sunny  day ;  calm  sea.  One  crawfish  61b., 
nine  pollack,  two  pouting,  six  wrasse,  two  large 
bream,  two  conger,  eleven  mackerel.  June  23. — 
Dull  when  we  started;  heavy  thunderstorm  and 
torrents  of  rain  in  aft<}rnoon,  cleared  off  in  the 
evening.  One  pollack,  lOJlb.,  four  pollack,  41b. 
each,  two  pollack,  21b.  each,  three  bream,  average 
21b.,  seven  mackerel,  two  pouting,  two  N.'-.asse. 
Returned  early.  June  25. — Strong  wind,  1:  eavy 
sea.  One  specimen  ling,  251b.  weight,  caught  by 
Mr.  Ashby,  one  conger,  eighteen  bream,  two  small 
pollack,  four  wrasso,  two  bibs.  June  26. — Strong 
wind,  moderate  sea;  went  fishing  at  4.30  p.m., 
one  pollack  (61b.),  one  smaller  pollack,  four  bibs, 
thirty-two  bream,  four  pouting,  one  red  gurnard, 
one  grey  gurnard.  Boatman  Barnes  and  self  have 
had  two  fair  catches  of  pollack  and  bream,  also  had 
two  good  ling  over  201b.  each. — J.  H.  Rowe. 

Flymontli. — Fine  weather,  with  an  occasional 
thunder  shower,  has  not  been  much  against  the 
fishing,  although  it  was  not  enough  to  swell  the 
rivers,  yet  it  freshened  them  up  a  bit.  The  bass 
seem  to  be  well  on  the  feed  still  at  Bullpoint,  and 
in  fact  all  parts  of  the  Hamoaze.  They  are  even  up 
as  far  as  Cargreen  and  the  mouth  of  the  Tavy,  buc 
the  most  are  being  taken  farther  down.  A  gentle- 
man fishing  from  the  pier  at  Bullpoint  said  that 
they  would  not  look  at  the  natural  bait,  but  went 
for  the  india-rubber  sand-eel  almost  as  soon  as  it 
waa  in  the  water.  The  sprat  seines  have  been 
liringing  in  some  small  bass  about  half  a  pound.  It 
is  almost  a  pity  that  they  should  be  caught,  as  they 
are  not  so  good  for  tlie  table  so  small.  Plenty  of 
pouting  can  bo  had  at  the  usual  pits  near  the  ladies' 
bathing-place,  some  dozens  per  boat  in  an  hour  or 
ao.  They  aro  very  nice  fried  with  breadcrumbs, 
nice  and  brown.    The  pollack  are  still  about,  but 


the  bass  have  been  more  attractive. — William 
Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Very  little  angling  has  been  done 
here  during  the  week  owing  to  adverse  weather. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Anglers  have  been  very  successful 
here  this  week,  both  from  pier  and  boats.  There 
are  still  a  lot  of  bass  in  the  harbour,  and  some  very 
fine  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Ferris  has  had  fish 
of  31b.,  2^1b.,  21b.,  and  several  smaller;  Mr.  Mace, 
two  fish,  S^lb.  and  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  Brown  one  fish  of 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Bleathman,  fish  of  21b.  and  IJlb.  Mr. 
Rolls  speared  one  from  the  pier  scaling  12Jlb. 
There  are  a  lot  of  bass  and  mullet  passing  up  the 
Fleet  water  now,  and  some  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  there.  Rev.  Penfold  has  had  over  331b. 
weight,  while  other  anglers  have  also  had  good 
baskets.  A  few  pollock  have  been  taken  from  the 
breakwater,  but  they  run  rather  small.  A  lot  of 
flounders  and  eels  have  been  caught  in  the  back- 
water, E.  Haggett  having  twenty-four  flounders  and 
ten  eels  on  Tuesday.  The  weather  is  rather  dull 
just  now,  but  angling  prospects  are  still  good. — 
Chas.  J.  Russell  (W. A  A.). 


Jlssocialions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  July  2,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Anglo-French  Piscatobials. 
The  competition  at  Yalding  last  week-end  was  a 
most  enjoyable  one.  On  arrival  at  the  Anchor 
Hotel  justice  was  done  to  a  first-rate  dinner  pro- 
vided by  Host  Freeman,  who  also  saw  to  the 
comfortable  "  housing  "  of  a  party  of  twenty  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  After  breakfast,  on  June  24, 
fishing  was  commenced  in  earnest,  but  owing  to 
poor  sport  the  whole  of  the  prizes  were  not  taken, 
and  will  be  fished  for  on  the  Thames — place  and  date 
latter.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  a  Special 
General  Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Cercle  Francjaise, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  July  4,  at  8  sharp.  A  full 
muster  is  requested,  as  important  business  will  be 
brought  forward.  A  letter  was  read  by  Mr.  C. 
Franco  from  M.  Chauvierer^  editor  of  Le  J ournat,, 
announcing  an  internatienal  competition,  at 
Fontainebleau,  for  2000  francs,  "  de  prix  especes, 
medailles,  etc.,  organise  par  Le  Journal  avec  le  con- 
cours  de  la  Soci6t6  '  Les  Carpes  de  Fontaine- 
bleau,' le  dimanche  8  juillet."  Entrance  fee, 
1  franc  to  club  members,  1^  francs  for  un- 
affiliated members,  and  50  centimes  for  ladies. 
Members  or  others  desirous  of  going  to  Paris  may 
receive  all  particulars  from  Mr.  C.  Franco,  76, 
Hinton  Street,  Loughborough  Junction,  or  of  Mr. 
Reuben  Jacobs,  hon.  sec,  at  the  Cercle  Francais. 
A  resolution  was  passed  that  every  member  of  the 
Anglo-French  Piscatorials  should  become  members 
of  the  A.B.S.— Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society 
At  our  meeting  on  June  20  Mr.  Armitage  was  in 
the  chair.  Nine  new  members  were  elected. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  who  had  attended  the  monthly 
meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association, 
gave  a  report  of  that  meeting,  and  was  suitably 
thanked.  The  question  of  competing  for  the 
A.  A.  shield  was  discussed,  and  left  over  for  further 
consideration.  The  prize-list  for  the  present  season 
received  several  acceptable  additions,  the  tendency 
being  not  to  give  prizes  in  cash.  The  principal 
fishing  results  reported  from  the  society's  water 
were :  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  a  nice-shaped  trout  of 
1  lb.  lO  Joz.,  and  Mr.  H.  Adams  perch  (best  1  lb.  2oz.) 
from  Harefield  ;  Mr.  Craeknell  bream  and  roach 
from  Denham  Strait.  Mr.  Marks  stated  that  he 
had  taken  barbel  and  dace  at  Laleham,  and  some 
fair-sized  chub  were  brought  to  the  scales  by 
Messrs.  C.  J.  and  H.  T.  Tuckwell.  Members  who 
have  ordered  A.A.  privilege  tickets  can  obtain  them 
from  the  secretary  on  payment  of  the  usual  charge. 
Please  note  that  committee  meetings  are  now  held 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month  at  8.30  p.m., 
and  ordinary  meetings  each  Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m. 
— E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  June  27  Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  occupied  the 
business  chair.  Reports  from  stations  were  numer- 
ous and  favourable  The  Secretary  reminded  the 
members  that  the  specimen  fish  competition  closed 
on  July  31,  and  that  there  was  yet  time  to  score 
for  the  cup.  Mr.  Boyton  reported  having  com- 
peted at  the  Eastbourne  local  competition  last 
week,  and  bore  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the 
arrangements  in  drawing  for  boats  and  crews. 
But  the  eighty-one  competing  boats  were  towed 
out  to  the  same  mark  by  a  motor-boat,  there  being 
no  wind.  On  Sunday  plenty  of  ^wind.  Took  a  conger 
15lb.  13ioz.  Though  the  catches  were  not  large, 
the  competition  was  a  success.    A  discussion  took 


place  on  the  proposal  in  Parliament  to  limit  this 
country's  participation  in  the  North  Sea  Inter- 
national Research,  for  which  an  expenditure  of 
£42,000  in  three  years  had  been  granted.  Mr. 
Hubert  Bass  and  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson  both 
urged  action  on  the  part  of  the  society  to  resist 
the  discontinuance  of  this  very  beneficial  research. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  took  the  social  chair,  and  Dr. 
Patterson  and  Mr.  S.  M.  Mallett  contributed  two 
excellent  addresses  on  the  sea-fi«hing  on  the  Welfch 
Coast,  and  in  the  Isle  of  Man — the  district  selected 
for  this  year's  committee  cup  competition.  Much 
useful  information  was  supplemented  by  members. 
The  usual  votes  of  thanks  were  passed,  and  the 
toast  of  the  B.S.A.S.  closed  the  meeting.  Next 
Wednesday  a  paper  will  be  read,  entitled  "  A 
Nature  Study  of  Bass  and  Mullet."— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

At  the  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  June 
26.  Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presided.  There  was  a  fine 
show  of  fish  by  Mr.  F.  James,  and  reports  of  fish 
taken  in  various  localities  were  made  by  the  following 
members  :— Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin,  five  chub,  3ilb.,  S^lb., 
2flb..  and  two  others  which  were  returned  ;  Mr. 
Appleyard,  dace,  also  trout  of  I  Jlb.  ;  Mr.  G  W. 
Thompson,  731b.  of  bream  ;  Mr.  Leicester,  perch 
of  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  D.  Isaacs,  4doz.  roach  and  dace,  many 
being  returned  ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  bream,  roach  and 
rudd  ;  Mr.  R.  Harris,  dace,  also  on  another  occasion 
three  trout,  besides  several  roach  and  chub,  which 
last  were  returned  ;  Mr.  F.  James,  seventeen  good 
tench,  up  to  nearly  21b.  Photographs  were  pre- 
sented to  the  society  by  Messrs.  Harris,  Thompson, 
and  Orpin,  who  were  duly  thanked — Mr.  Orpin's 
picture  being  specially  valuable  eis  giving  a  repre- 
sentation of  some  good  chub,  caught  by  himself, 
that  could  not  be  produced  at  the  society's  meeting. 
Three  gentlemen,  previously  nominated,  were 
balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  Mr.  D.  Isaacs  kindly 
promised  to  present  a  special  prize  on  the  occasion 
of  the  sea-outing  and  competition  on  Nov.  17-18 
next.  Attention  was  called  to  the  chub  and  dace 
competition  (any  water)  on  July  10  next  ;  also  to 
the  ladies'  competition  on  July  14.  Members 
intending  to  participate  are  invited  to  communicate 
with  the  hon.  secretary.  Additional  subscriptions 
were  made  to  the  fund  for  purchase  of  a  special 
C.L.P.S.  challenge  cup,  and  the  customary  toast 
having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
There  was  very  little  business  io  transact  at  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  on  June  26,  the  proceedings 
being  of  an  informal  character.  The  discussion  on 
"  The  Sale  of  Freshwater  Bait  during  the  Close 
Season "  was  brought  forward,  but  was  not  con- 
cluded, as  it  was  thought  advisable  to  obtain  a 
more  extended  consensus  of  opinion  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  This  will,  therefore,  be  resumed 
on  July  3.  Some  fair  fishing  reports  were  given 
during  the  evening :  Mr.  Gray  had  some  nice  roach 
up  to  1  lb.,  and  two  bream  scaling  6^1b.  ;  Mr.  P.  W 
Salmond  had  a  brace  of  grayling,  eight  trout  and 
three  chub ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders,  Mr.  McKie. 
Mr.  Ohlson,  Mr.  Chasteney,  and  Mr.  Eldred 
all  took  trout  at  Chesham,  whilst  other  members 
reported  the  capture  of  trout  below  the  society's 
standard,  and  which  were  therefore  returned. 
The  conunittee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next  will  com- 
mence at  7  prompt  as  usual. — Hon.  Sec 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  June  26, 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presiding.  Many  members  have 
been  out  during  the  week,  and  good  shows  of  fish 
brought  to  the  scales,  the  specimens  being  two 
pike,  2Ilb.  l^oz.  and  111b.  7oz.,  captured  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  ;  a  beauty  of  71b.  9oz.  taken  by 
Mr.  H.  Dunn,  and  one  of  5lb.  IJoz.  taken  by  Mr. 
T.  H.  Piatt.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  has  also  weighed 
in  a  trout  of  1  lb.  3^oz. ,  taken  on  fly  from  the  society's 
trout-fishery  on  June  24,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding 
has  recorded  another  of  lib.  11^-oz.,  also  taken  on 
fly.  Other  members  have  taken  fish,  but  not  being 
up  to  the  Highbury  standard  were  returned.  Will 
members  please  notify  the  secretary  directly  they 
have  fished  ofl  their  respective  heats  in  the  cham- 
pionship competition. — Hon.  Sec. 


Some  German  chemists,  says  the  Fish  Trades 
Gazette,  are  reported  to  have  devised  a  means 
whereby  fish  may  be  kept  alive  for  several  dav-s  out 
of  water,  though  the  invention  is  by  no  means  a 
great  discovery,  as  is  stated  by  the  Press.  Boxes 
with  compartments  the  size  of  the  fish  to  be  carried 
are  packed  with  damp  cloths  which  by  evaporation 
supply  the  fish  with  moisture.  Oxygen  is  supplied 
to  them  in  a  pure  state  from  a  holder  outside  the 
box.  All  kinds  of  fresh-water  fish,  it  is  said,  have 
in  this  way  been  kept  alive  for  from  three  to  four 
dr.ys,  and  the  idea  should  be  of  commercial  value. 
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Sweet  is  the  rose,  but  grows  upon  a  brere, 

Sweet  is  the  junipet,  but  sharp  his  bough  ; 
Sweet  is  the  eglantine,  but  pricketh  near, 

Sweet  is  the  broom  floiver,  but  yet  sour  enow  ; 
So  every  sweet  with  sour  is  temper'' d  still 

That  m,aketh  it  be  coveted  the  more. 
For  easy  things  that  may  be  got  at  will 

Most  sorts  of  men  do  set  but  little  store. 

— Spenser. 


"With  a  drag-net  at  Aldeburgh  (Suffolk)  recently 
a  party  captured  401b.  of  sea-trout  and  grey  mullet 
in  one  , evening,  and  another  boat  caught  801b.  of 
sea-trout."  [All  I  can  say  is  I  have  not  been  to 
Aldeburgh  for  two  years.] 


Mr.  Fred  H.  Adams  writes  : — "  You  may  be 
interested  to  know  that  whilst  out  with  McBride 
at  Teddington  Weir  on  June  21  we  were  visited  by 
a  porpoise,  which  rose  several  times  within  ten  or 
twelve  feet  of  u.s,  on  one  occasion  touching  one  of 
the  ledger  linos.  There  were  many  interested 
spectators  on  the  bridge  and  on  the  banks.  I  may 
add  that  the  barbel  were  not  feeding.  McBride  tells 
me  that  some  years  back  what  was  known  as  a 
bottle  -  nosed  dolphin  was  caught  stranded  some- 
where in  the  district.  The  barbel  were  very  much 
in  evidence,  some  of  them  very  good  fish,  jumping 
well  out  of  the  water  to  clean  themselves.  Those 
caught  on  Jxme  20,  I  am  told,  were  covered  with 
lice.  It  is  evidently  too  early  yet.  The  river  was 
also  very  discoloured  and  foul,  causing  an  unpleasant 
smell  in  the  sunshine." 


Billingsgate,  says  the  Dispatch  of  June  24,  is 
experiencing  a  glut  of  fisli  such  as  it  has  not  known 
for  many  months.  Many  varieties  are  absolutely 
unsaleable,  especially  the  small  whiting  caught  in 
the  North  Sea,  and  hundreds  of  tons  of  fish  have 
been  destroyed  during  the  past  few  days_ owing  to 
lack  of  buyers. 


Fishing  in  London's  Lakes. 
"  With  regard  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  A.  R.  Severn 
recently  in  the  Daily  Mail,  suggesting  that  fishing 
should  be  allowed  in  the  Serpentine  and  the  lake  in 
St.  James's  Park,  inquiries  at  the  latter  spot  elicited 
the  fact  that  the  water  is  drained  oft  every  second 
year,  and  so  the  officials  have  certain  knowledge 
that  it  is  not  overstocked  with  fish,  as  Mr.  Severn 
suggested.  An  habitual  early  bather  in  the  Ser- 
pentine, however,  agreed  that  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  there,  and  stated  that  sometimes  he  dives  into 
a  shoal  of  them.  '  If  you  turn  London  loose  on 
them,'  he  said,  '  the  Serpentine  would  be  cleared  in 
a  fortnight.'  Apparently  the  only  fishing  which  at 
present  takes  place  in  the  various  London  lakes  is 
that  of  small  boys  with  bent  pins,  who  on  a  good 
day  catch  as  many  as  three  tittlebats." — Daily 
Mail. 


I  HAVE  received  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers  and  other  important 
matter  which  arrived  too  late  for  insertion  this 
week,  but  which  will  be  dealt  with  fully  in  our  next 
issue.  I  may  just  note  that  the  final  list  of  fixtures 
is  as  follows  : — Southend,  Aug.  18,  19,  20  ;  Wey- 
mouth, Aug.  22,  23.  24  ;  Hastings,  Sept.  8,  9,  10  ; 
Ramsgate,  Oct.  4,  5,  6  ;  Folkestone,  Oct.  20,  21, 
22,  piers  ;  Folkestone,  Oct.  27,  28,  29,  boats  ; 
Heme  Bay,  Nov.  3,  4,  5 ;  B.S.A.S.  at  Deal, 
Nov.  17.  18,  piers  ;  Nov.  24,  25,  and  26,  boats. 


"  Greenheabt,"  in  the  Newcastle  Chronicle,  is 
always  interesting  in  his  angling  notes.  In  the 
issue  of  June  22,  he  advises  his  readers  where  to 
find  sport  during  the  Race  Week.  He  says  :  "  With 
the  return  of  Race  Week  the  average  working  man 
angler  never  fails  to  visit  places  where  fishing  can  be 
had  ;  and  there  are  still  some  streams — they  are 
fewer  in  number  than  they  used  to  be — where  sport 
can  be  obtained  at  a  nominal  cost.  ...  If  I 
had  a  casting  vote  I  should  give  it  in  favour  of  the 
bums.  No  matter  how  low  the  becks  may  run, 
fish  can  always  be  caught  with  the  worm  on  fine 
Stewart  tackle.  ... 

*  *  *  * 

"  Don't  begin  at  the  foot  of  a  burn.  Walk  a 
mile  or  two  up  a  stream  before  giving  it  a  trial. 
The  most  accessible  parts  of  a  burn  are  generally 
over-fished.  Don't  look  into  a  pool  to  see  if  there 
are  any  fish  in  it  before  dropping  your  worm  into 
the  water.  Walk  as  stealthily  as  you  can  upstream, 
keeping  as  far  from  the  edge  as  possible,  and  cast 
gently  into  little  runners  or  deep  pools.  If  there  be 
fish  in  the  beck,  they  will  soon  find  the  worm. 
And  because  you  have  caught  one  or  two  out  of  a 
pool,  don't  assume  that  it  will  be  no  use  trying  it 


again.  I  remember  ii  delightful  day  spent  on 
Warksburn.  I  had  caught  four  fine  trout  out  of  a 
small  pool,  and  concluded  that  it  must  have  been 
emptied  of^fish.  A  few  steps  forward,  and  I  satisfied 
my  curiosity — and  spoilt  sport.  The  four  I  had 
caught  seemed  to  be  the  smallest  of  the  dozen  or  so 
tlmt  were  out  in  the  middle  of  the  pool,  apparently 
waiting  for  the  next  worm.  But  if  I  saw  them, 
they  also  got  a  glimpse  of  me.  and  at  once  darted 
underneath  the  bank.  It  was  hopeless  fishing  any 
more  in  that  pool,  but  I  filled  my  creel  further  up 
the  stream.  Tread  lightly,  crawl  if  necessary,  keep 
out  of  sight,  and  burn  fishing  may  be  most  satisfying 
sport,  even  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  man  who 
measures  his  pleasure  by  the  number  of  fish  he 
catches."  [I'm  burning  for  a  day's  burn  fishing 
at  Warks-burn.] 


Every  Angler  Swears 
By  some  particular  fly,  or  rod,  or  hook,  or  line, 
or  bait.  Well,  swearing  is  not  one  of  the  virtues 
taught  us  by  the  "  Master."  Still,  I  do  not  object 
to  anglers  having  a  "sneaking  regard"  for  certain 
baits.  Breadcrust,  pie-crust,  cheese-crust — all  good 
baits — but  I'm  doterimned  to  give  "  creed  "  wheat 
a  good  trial.  I  had  a  day  on  the  Medway  at 
Yalding,  and  used  "  creed  "  wheat.  So  did  scoreK 
of  anglers,  a  large  party  of  the  Anglo-Frendi 
Society,  a  score  of  members  of  a  Maidstone  society, 
and  many  fishing  from  punts  tried  wheat. 

4>  *  «  * 

I  cannot  say  that  on  this  occasion  wheat  was 
very  successful,  but  I  can  say  that  it  was  as  effective 
as  gentles,  wasp  grub,  paste,  or  worms,  for  nearly 
all  the  fish  taken  on  that  day  (eels,  bleak,  and 
roach  under  ^Ib.  barred)  I  could  have  carried 
home  in  my  smallest  "  Zerfass  "  bag.  This  reminds 
me  that  I  have  received  a  sample  of  large  pearl 
barley  and  some  rice  the  like  of  which  I  never  saw 
before  from  the  proprietor  of  the  "  Eaco  Wheat." 
I  shall  give  them  both  a  trial  and  "  report  progress." 

*  *  *  * 

Of  course  there  will  be  a  special  process  for  the 
making  of  rice  and  pearl  barley  acceptable  to  fish 
that  only  feed  when  they  "  think  "  they  will  (I'm 
sure  that  fish  think).  This  special  process  does  not 
mean  "  creed."  I  promise  you  that.  But  I  have 
not  quite  finished  with  "  creed  wheat." 

*  *  *  * 

A  good  "  all-round "  angler  and  caster,  Mr. 
Leonard  Crossle.  gives  the  following  solution  of  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  creed  "  : — 

"  Dear  Dragnet, — Probably  999,999  out  of  the 
hundred  thousand  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
have  already  written  to  point  out  that  '  creed  '  is 
the  past  participle  of  '  cree,'  and  means  '  to  boil 
to  softness,'  and  comes  to  us  from  the  French 
'  crever  ' — to  burst." 

*  *  *  * 

Another  angler,  "  Always  Expectant,"  says  that 
"  '  Dragnet '  in  writing  of  that  valuable  bait — 
ground  and  hook — creed  wheat,  tells  of  its  prepara- 
tion, bvit  the  quickest  and  best  manner  has  not  been 
detailed.  Take,  say,  a  gill  of  the  grain  and  three 
gills  of  water,  in  deep  basin  or  jug.  Cover  with 
plate  or  saucer  and  place  in  hot  oven  and  allow  to 
steam.  Time,  about  four  hours  or  less.  Result, 
nicely-split  and  thoroughly  swelled,  much  larger 
than  simmering  or  merely  soaking  for  a  few  days. 
This  applies  to  rice  or  barley  either.  I  have  no 
idea  of  conveying  '  coals  to  Newcastle.'  " 

*  *         ,     *  * 

Then  I  get  a  line  from  Mr.  F.  J.  Tanton,  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Tonbridge  A.S.  He  says  r  "  I 
don't  worry  about  the  meaning  of  the  word  '  creed,' 
but  there  is  religion  in  fishing,  and  a  lot  of  faith  is 
useful,  but  if  I  had  to  soak  it  (the  wheat)  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  then  cook  it  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
something  else  every  twenty-four  hours  I'd  rather 
be  ill  in  bed.  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  get  it 
ready  a  season  in  advance. 

*  *  *  * 

"  If  I  make  up  my  mind  to  have  a  bit  of  fishing 
after  tea  and  have  no  wheat  ready,  I  ask  my  wife 
at  lunch  time  if  she  will  prepare  me  some 
and  this  is  '  how  it's  done.'  Time,  two  hours. 
Good  white  or  red  wheat  put  in  saucepan,  cover 
with  water  and  bring  slowly  to  boil  ;  then  simmsr  it 
until  it  starts  splitting.  Take  it  oS  and  rinse  the 
com  in  clear  cold  water,  and  let  it  stand  in  same. 
This  will  keep  for  two  weeks  if  the  water  is  chan-^  i 
each  day  ;  also  take  it  fishing  in  a  tin  with  \  ar 
in  it,  this  prevents  it  from  turning  sour  on  a  ot 
day." 


One  to-day  is  worth  two  to-morrows. 


Tommy  :  "  Papa,  what  is  a  consulting  physician  ?  " 
Papa  :  "  He  is  a  doctor  who  is  called  in  at  the  last 
moment  to  share  the  blame." — Life. 


A  Good  "  Day's  "  Sport. 

The  following  cutting  is  from  a  contempo 
"  An  extraordinary  angling  exploit  has  occu. 
on  Lough  Melvin,  co.  Fermanagh.    Fishing  wit. 
trout  rod,  Mr.  Barbour,  a  gentleman  from  Birmij. 
ham,  had  a  most  trying  experience  in  negotiatin,, 
a  salmon  weighing  only  11  Jib.    He  hooked  the  fish' 
at  10  a.m.  and  it  took  him  until  8  p.m.  before'! 
was  safely  landed."  " 
*  •  •  « 

This  works  out  at  about  1  lb.  2oz.  an  hour. 
One  cannot  have  too  much  of  a  good  thing.  What 
is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well.  I  have  heard 
of  "  playing  "  a  salmon,  but  guess  the  angler  was 
"  playing  with  "  it.  I  do  know  of  anglers  who, 
when  they  hook  a  fish,  do  bring  it  with  great 
expedition  to  the  bank  (unless  the  fish  gets  away). 

*  *  *  « 

Here  is  another  story,  sent  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Rees. 
and  which  accounts  for  more  salmon  in  much  less 
time  :  "  I  was  fishing  with  Mr.  T.  H.  Johnston,  of 
Liverpool,  on  the  River  Erne,  a  few  miles  from 
Lough  Melvin.  Mr.  Johnston  was  using  a  Malli.son 
split  cane  lift,  trout  rod,  with  light  tackle  and 
trout  flies,  when  he  hooked  a  salmon  13^lb.  and 
landed  it  in  a  little  under  thirty  minutes.  I  saw 
the  fish  weighed  by  David  Elliott,  of  Belleek,  an 
hour  after  it  was  grassed." 

*  *  *  « 
Angler  or  Rod  7 

Both  anglers  used  "  trout "  rods  {not  salmon 
rods).  One  fish  came  from  Lough  Melvin,  the 
other  a  few  miles  distant,  so  that  they  were  both 
Irish  salmon.  I  believe  a  great  deal  depends  upon 
the  rod  one  uses,  not  only  in  Ireland,  but  elsewhere. 
Was  the  victory  over  Birmingham  by  Liverpool 
due  to  the  skill  of  the  angler  or  the  superiority  of 
the  rod  ?  Which  is  it  to  be — split-cane  or  green- 
heart  ? 

The  Loreley. 

(With  apologies  to  Herr  Heine.) 

A  lady  sitting  on  a  stone 
Alone 

And  sad. 

Upon  a  legendary  flute 

Did  toot. 

Egad  ! 

She  showed  no  skill,  and  very  weak 
'Technique 

She  had. 

So,  on  the  whole,  her  stunt  was  un- 
derdone, 

Nay,  bad. 

Yet  fishermen,  who  seined  and  trawled 
All  bawled. 

And  sighed ; 
Pulled  in  their  lines,  inanely  smiled, 
Grew  wild. 

And  cried : 

"  Let's  to  the  boulder  where  that  toot- 
ing flute 

We've  spied." 

So  on  the  rocks  they  dashed  their  boats — 
The  goats  ! — 

And  died. 
— New  York  Times. 


One  of  twin-brothers  died  ;  the  Mick,  meeting  the 
survivor,  asked,  "  Which  is  it,  you  or  your  brother, 
that's  dead  ?  " 


Minister  (to  boy  fishing  on  the  Sabbath) :  "  I 
don't  expect  to  meet  you  in  heaven."  Boy  (inno- 
cently) :   "  What  yer  been  doin'  now  ?  " 


I  WAS  one  of  the  happy  members  of  the  "  Entente 
Cordiale  Society "  who  journeyed  to  Yalding  on 
Saturday  last,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  violent 
thunderstorm  which  occurred  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  raising  the  River  Medway  an  inch  or  two 
and  sending  the  fish  off  the  feed,  I  must  say 
that  the  surroundings  were  as  picturesque  and 
"  truly  rural "  as  in  any  part  of  England.  The 
ladies  were  most  strenuous  in  their  endeavours 
to  capture  fish,  and  deserved  better  sport.  Mr. 
Tanton  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Tonbridge  A  S.)  rode 
over  to  try  and  find  me — as  he  had  heard  that 
I  was  to  be  at  Yalding — and,  in  company  with  a 
brother  member,  found  me  in  an  out-of-the-way 
corner  fishing  an  eddy  near  "New  Peckham."  He 
told  me  that  sport  at  Tonbridge  was  fair,  that  the 
fish  were  not  yet  in  proper  condition,  but  that  chub 
up  to  31b.  Coz.  and  a  few  nice  roach  had  been 
taken,  also  bream  and  a  trout  of  1  lb.  13oz.  I  am 
looking  forward  to  such  another  pleasant "  outing," 
and  should  advise  anglers  writing  to  Host  Freeman, 
Anchor  Hotel,  if  the  best  of  everything  is  good 
enough  for  them.  Dragnet. 
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" L' extravagance  Je  la  perfections" 


es. 


MilJ.  5J.  per  oz.        TV  iT  *  A 

r'ofular,4fd.l>eroz*  -^p^** 
W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branek  of  tke  Imfwritl  Tobacco  Co.  (of  Gt.  Britain  «nJ 
Ireland)  Ltd..  I|>swick. 

ARMSTRONG'S 

STEEL  BOATS 


And  Punts.  Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  4i  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler jvhoJiasJiOn^ 

Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing  Tackle  post  free  on  application, 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  P),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  "MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

With  cork  f,Tip,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  3  joints,  made  from  finest  selected  canes,  bronzed 
fittings  throutrhout.  Complete:  9  ft..  25/-;  10  ft.,  26/-;  11  ft.,  27/-;  12  ft.,  27/6;  13  ft. 
30-/;  U  ft.,  32/-.   These  Rods  are  made  suitable  for  Fly,  Minnow,  or  Worm. 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE," 

In  joints,  xreenlic  art  throiitrbont,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  tenoned,  well  flni.she(i  : 
!»  or  10  ft.,  7/6  ;  lift.,  8/6;  liift.,9/6.  "  BE.ST  VALUE  IN  THE  MARKET."  Doublebrazed 
8ur<enor  tIttuiKS ;  2  tfjps,  9  ft.,  11/6;  10  ft.,  12/-;  11  ft.,  12/6;  12  ft.,  13/6. 

are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Qrilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
kill-rs. 


OUR 
FLIES 


Trousers,  22/6  to  30/-. 

I)air  Guaranteed. 


Stocking^t     (3/6  to  19/6.  Each 


WADERS, 

DD/^f2||CQ  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  cop])er  w  hered  nails,  most  com- 
^■*wV3|\JCiO|        fortable  Brogue  made,  26/-. 

See  our  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  \.  )St  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.MURTON.  Anjflers'  Resort, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  READY. 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 

AZSO  JUST  PUBTjISBED. 

"ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED" 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  Gr.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4^d.  post  free. 

WRITE  FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY. 

IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : . 

"Halcyon,  Leeds." 


Telegrrams:  "REELS.  NEWARK." 


Telephone  No.  11 XI 


DAVID  SUTER, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

NeAararlrt-on-TreMLt. 

Slater's  Special  Greenheart  Trout  Rod,  10|  feet 
long,  made  of  best  selected  greenheart  and  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  and  beautifully  finished.    Price  25/- 

The  Fly  Fisher's  Winch  (Registered),  made  in  ebonite 
and  brass,  and  fitted  with  large  barrel  for  quick  winding. 
2|-inch,  10/6  ;  Sfinch,  12/6. 
THE  FINEST  ALL-ROUND  TROUT  REEL  MADE. 


THE  ABOVE  ROD  AND  REEL  COMPLETE  WITH 
40  YARDS  BEST  TROUT  LINE.   Value  39/6  for  35/- 

Manufacturer  of  High-Class  Rods  in  Split  Cane,  Greenheart,  &c.,  for 
all  kinds  of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

ILLVSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 

Agencies  io  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania 
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^otes  from  tl)c  jjlorfl). 


An  angler  on  the  Avon,  the  tributary  of  the  Spey, 
had  a  71b.  yellow  or  brown  trout.  It  was  on  a  small 
natural  minnow.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  big  trout  ; 
and  one  would  travel  a  bit  even  in  the  North  to  get 
such  another  fish. 

The  Doe  has  been  yielding  some  fairly  good  sport 
up  Ballater  and  Balmoral  way.  chiefly  with  red  or 
"potted"  fish,  where  the  bulk  of  the  late  spring 
migration  is  now  being  met  with. 

Anglers  who  can  face  the  rigours  of  an  all-night 
outing  on  the  Don  have  been  meeting  with  big 
baskets. 

Dandy  herring  are  affording  some  rich  sport  to 
sea-anglers  of?  the  Kincardine.shire  coast.  They 
sometimes  take  the  sea-fly,  but  most  of  them  are 
got  on  a  flight  of  naked  white  hooks.  '  The  flight 
is  simplicity  itself  ;  the  gut  is  so  tied  up  that  lin.  or 
•2in.  of  a  tippet  is  left  free,  to  which  a  bright  No.  2 
hook  is  whipped.  There  are  thus  twelve  naked 
hooks,  and  on  sucli  a  flight  two  or  three  hundred 
dandies  are  got  at  an  outing. 

"  The  Murderer  "  sounds  like  a  poaching  instru- 
ment, but  it  is  no  more  so  than  most  baits  artificial 
used  for  taking  sea-fish,  chiefly  cod  and  haddock. 
It  is  a  bright  metal  tube  filled  with  lead — a  sinker, 
in  fact — and  armed  with  large  cod  hooks  of  enormous 
size.  It  is  worked  ofi  a  boat,  and  with  a  strong 
line  is,  as  its  name  implies,  an  out-and-out  killer 
of  fish.  The  fish  take  all  the  bright  baits  for 
sand-eel. 

Anglers  going  Shetland  way  should  take  a  supply 
of  worms  with  them,  as  they  are  difficult  to  obtain 
locally. 

The  Zulu,  Hare's  Ear,  Red  and  Teal,  Cinnamon 
and  Silver,  Butcher,  and  such  like  flies  do  exceedingly 
well.  On  the  lochs  use  them  of  the  smallest  sizes — 
Nos.  11,  12,  and  13  even — but  on  the  voes  they 
should  be  much  larger. 

Grilse  are  now  coming  away  in  cheering  nombers, 
and  the  daily  total  got  in  the  nets  is  now  reaching  a 
respectable  figure.  The  season  promises  to  be  a 
good  one.  Speci.\l  Scotch. 


ProYineial  Angling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  arrangements  for  the  annual  contest  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  which  takes  place  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
July  14,  are  now  completed.  The  contest  will 
be  fished  in  the  Stratford  Canal,  from  Wilmcote 
down  towards  Bearley.  Messrs.  Egerton,  Brueton, 
Jolly,  and  Kingham  have  been  appointed  referees. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  have  also  completed  their 
arrangements  for  their  outingto  Abingdon  on  July  8 
next.  It  is  expected  that  about  four  hundred 
members  and  friends  will  join  in  the  outing ; 
this  club  has  over  200  fully  paid  up  members  on 
the  books,  and  has  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £69. 
A  number  of  our  clubs  turned  out  on  June  23  to 
fish  bye  contests,  but  on  the  whole  sport  was  very 
poor.  Contests  will  be  fished  from  now  until  the 
end  of  October.  Eel  fishing  has  been  good.  In  the 
Evesham  district  and  on  the  Avon  generally  good 
catches  have  been  recorded.  Eels  have  been  taken  in 
good  numbers  and  of  a  good  size  from  the  Trent  in  the 
Alrewas  district.  Roach,  perch  and  dace  have  been 
taken  from  the  latter  river,  but  the  fish  have  not 
been  in  good  condition  ;  the  perch  are  in  better 
condition  than  the  other  classes.  Chub  are  in 
decent  condition  and  have  afforded  good  sport  for 
the  fly-fishermen ;  a  number  of  these  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  cheese  paste  on  the  Severn.  The 
coarse  fish  are  not  yet  in  good  condition,  they 
are  to  be  seen  on  the  scours  in  shoals  cleans- 
ing themselves,  and  at  the  present  the 
best  sport  to  be  had  is  on  the  shallow 
parts  of  all  our  rivers.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
excellent,  the  waters  are  now  in  good  condition 
after  the  recent  storms.  Good  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  Teme  at  Ludlow  and  Tenbury.  The  Green 
Drake  fly  has  been  successfully  used  on  the  Blythe  ; 
last  week  twenty-one  and  a  half  brace  were  taken 
by  two  gentlemen  with  the  fly.  Mr.  G.  Standfast 
has  taken  over  fifty  fine  trout  this  season  from  the 
Whitacre  Reservoir. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  the  Witham  bream  are  unusually  forward, 
and  the  season  gives  promise  of  being  a  most  suc- 


cessful one.  In  the  Bardney  district  sportsmen 
have  ]o^t  no  time  in  clearing  away  the  weeds,  with 
the  result  that  some  of  the  swims  are  in  excellent 
condition.  In  many  places  prodigious  bags  of 
bream  have  been  captured.  Three  Boston  rods  are 
reported  to  have  taken  several  stone  of  fi^h,  weigh- 
ing from  31b.  to  r)lb.  apiece,  with  maggot  and  bread 
paste.  Baat  anglers,  however,  have  done  best. 
The  variou<?  drains  in  the  Boston  district,  and  the 
Glen  at  Surfloet,  have  fished  well  for  bream — 
especially  in  the  earlv  mornings.  The  Spalding 
Fishing  Club  held  its  first  match  of  the  season  at 
the  reservoir  in  the  Vernatt's  Drain  on  June  21. 
Out  of  twenty-one  entries,  twenty  put  in  an  appear- 
ance and  satisfactory  sport  was  enjoyed.  The  prize- 
takers  were:  1,  A.  Young,  91b.;  2,  H.  Massey, 
81b.  8oz. ;  3,  Robert  Aitkin,  61b. ;  4,  J.  M.  Kinder, 
Sib.  lOoz.  ;  5,  W.  Elderkin,  51b.  4oz. ;  6  and  7,  H. 
Hubbert  and  R.  King,  equal  with  51b.  each. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society's  open 
match  and  Cutting  Challenge  Cup  competition, 
which  took  place  on  the  River  Ancholme,  at  Ferriby 
Sluice,  on  June  16,  226  anglers  competed  and 
twenty-eight  local  clubs  entered  teams  for  the 
challenge  cup,  which  was  won  by  the  King's 
Own  Angling  Club  with  an  aggregate  of  41b.  7Soz., 
and  the  first  three  prizes  in  the  match  being  won 
by  Messrs.  J.  Bell  with  . 21b.  4ioz. ;  W.  Gordon, 
1  lb.  7^oz.  ;  and  J.  A.  Scott,  1  lb.  3Joz.,  and  on 
June  30  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  hold  their  annual  hospital 
match  and  Challenge  Shield  Competition  at  the 
same  place.  A  steamboat  leaves  Victoria  Pier, 
Hull,  at  2  p.m.,  to  convsy  the  anglers  to  the  sluice, 
and,  judging  from  the  takes  on  the  Ancholme 
during  the  week,  their  prospects  are  very  good,  for 
on  June  25  Messrs.  J.  Cheoseman,  W.  T.  Cheei-e- 
man,  and  other  anglers,  fishing  between  the  Sluice 
and  Horkstow,  had  some  fairly  good  catches  of 
mixed  fish,  which  included  bream  of  1  lb.,  I  lb.  4oz  , 
1  lb.  8oz.,  21b.  5joz.,  and  21b.  9Joz.,  both  maggots 
and  worms  accounting  for  good  fish.  Some  very 
good  perch  were  also  taken  up  to  |lb.  each. 
Bream  and  roach  fishing  has  also  been  good  in 
the  Brigg  district  during  the  week,  and  bream 
up  to  31b.  lloz.  reported. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  but  a  moderate  week  here.  On 
Windermere  I  hear  of  a  visitor  who  took  two  good 
trout  at  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  which  weighed 
respectively  IJlb.  and  1  lb.  Pike  and  perch  fishing 
is  improving.  On  June  22  I  came  across  a  boat 
that  had  taken  fifty  of  the  latter  fish  in  a 
couple  of  hours,  in  Milleryround  bay.  The 
perch  are  very  plentiful  this  year  in  the  lake,  and 
anyone  who  is  fond  of  fishing  for  ;  them  iwill  find 
no  lack  of  sport  for  the  next  few  months.  I  also 
hear  that  Esthwaite  Lake  is  very  strong  in  pike 
this  season.  The  streams  are  not  doing  much,  but 
as  against  good  angling  there  has  been  a  lot  of  un- 
settled, thundery  weather  knocking  about  for  the 
past  few  days,  which  culminated  in  heavy  rain  on 
June  26,  and  on  the  27th  a  nice  little  fresh  was  on, 
but  trout  did  not  do  much  in  it,  thunder  being 
astir.  This  fresh  will  give  the  sea-trout  a  good 
chance  to  run.  Dr.  Leemlng  took  two  on  Friday 
night,  June  22,  in  the  Levens  Park  waters 
— one  a  nice  fish  of  21b.  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee  {Field) 
was  over  for  the  week-end  fishing  the  Lower 
Levens  waters,  but  the  weather  was  dead  against 
him,  and  he  did  very  little. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  in  nice  order  (June  27)  and  fishing 
well  all  round.  The  Ribble,  Lune,  and  Wyre  have 
not  yielded  much  sport  except  early  and  late  in  the 
day.  At  Bolton  verbosity  is  an  epidemic,  and  the 
merits  of  secret  groundbait  and  dyed  maggots 
causing  a  lot  of  piscatorial  disquisitions  in  the  local 
Press.  It  appears  that  many  first  prizes  have  been 
won  by  these  so-called  specialities.  There  is  a 
doubt !  There  are  expert  bait  fishers  in  many 
districts — for  example,  fifty-one  fish,  1  lb.,  and  all 
roach,  180  fish,  41b.,  and  all  gudgeon.  Is  this 
angling?  To-day  (Saturday,  June  30)  there  is  a 
big  open  event  at  Worsley,  which  is  sure  of  a  good 
entry. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

To-day  there  is  to  be  a  very  important  meeting 
of  club  representatives  in  this  city,  but  it  is  feared 
that  the  attendance  will  suffer  in  consequence  of  so 
many  of  the  affiliated  clubs  being  engaged  with 
contests.  Last  week  there  was  a  plethora  of  similar 
events,  and  from  now  to  the  end  of  July  this  will 
be  the  general  programme.  Coarse  fishers  ere  not 
yet  meeting  with  pood  sport,  for  coarse  fish  are  not 
in  good  condition,  far  from  it.    Our  city  rods  are 


very  bmy,  and  anglers  carrying  the  necessary 
impedimenta  are  to  be  seen  daily  at  every  railway 
station. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  extremely  wild  since 
Monday,  and  anglers  who  have  been  out  have  been 
severely  handicapped  by  boisterous  winds.  At 
Shardlow  on  June  23  good  sport  was  obtained  by 
members  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society 
amongst  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  white  bream 
Perhaps  the  best  takes  were  those  of  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis,  Mr.  Chatterton,  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  and  Mr. 
Waslin,  the  last  named  having  to  the  fly  over  201b. 
of  chub.  Amongst  Mr.  Birks'  fish  were  a  number 
of  white  bream,  and  he  unluckily  lost  a  heavy 
barbel.  All  the  quarry,  excepting  those  of  Mr. 
Waslin,  fell  to  the  attractions  of  gentles.  Boat 
anglers  have  caught  one  or  two  barbel  in  the 
Wilford  and  Clifton  districts,  and  I  learn  that 
several  have  been  landed  from  Colwick  weir  head. 
As  yet,  however,  shoals  are  on  the  "scours,"  and 
the  ordinary  season  is  sure  to  be  late. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  favourable  for 
angling,  and  a  great  number  of  rods  have  been  out ; 
the  Severn,  Teme  and  Avon  have  each  been  well 
patronised.  Heavy  rains  nave  been  had  in  several 
parts,  with  heavy  tempest,  and  several  of  the  smaller 
streams  have  been  much  discoloured.  The  trout 
have  not  bit  well  this  week,  presumably  they  are 
taking  a  rest  after  their  gorge  with  the  May  Fly, 
but  the  fresh  water  will  stir  them  up  a  bit,  and 
improve  sport  immensely.  The  chub  have  been 
going  well  at  bottom  baits  and  fly,  and  the  fly  fisher- 
men have  had  the  best  sport,  and  very  heavy 
creels  of  fish  have  been  taken,  many  of  large  size  ; 
but  the  largest  fish  have  been  caught  ledgering 
with  the  vamprey.  The  Bull's  Head  Club  had  their 
first  Thursday  contest  in  the  club  water,  Lower 
Teme,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  21,  only  twenty- 
one  members  competed  and  sport  was  very  good. 
Mr.  Painting  secured  first  prize  with  131b.  6|oz., 
caught  with  the  fly;  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  a  good 
second  with  111b.  9oz.,  caught  with  the  vamprey; 
Mr.  H.  Cooper  third  with  7lb.  2oz.,  caught  with  the 
fly,  Mr.  Loach  next  with  61b.  12foz.,  and  Mr. 
McCowan  51  b.  6oz.  Over  ^cwt.  of  fish  was  taken, 
and  Mr.  G.  Mapp  caught  a  fine  lamprey  weighing 
21b.  A  few  nice  dace  were  caught  in  the  Teme  with 
the  fly.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  quiet  this 
week. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  was  running  very  strong,  although  it 
was  in  fair  condition,  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening 
match  of  the  season  by  members  of  the  Clifton 
(York)  Angling  Club  at  Cottingwith  on  June  25. 
There  was  not  a  large  turn  out,  as  only 
seventeen  anglers  took  part  in  the  competition ; 
fish  of  less  than  six  inches  measurement  were  ex- 
cluded. Sport  extended  over  eight  hours,  with, 
of  course,  the  customary  intervals.  Mr.  E.  W. 
Jones  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  31b.  6oz. 
of  fish,  and  headed  the  winners.  Mr.  T.  Spence, 
21b.  lOJoz ,  was  second,  and  Mr.  A.  Ellis, 
21b.  3Joz.,  was  third.  On  June  25,  the  Burton 
Lane  (York)  Working  Men's  Angling  Associa- 
tion had  an  enjoyable  time  at  Newton-on- 
Ouse,  when  the  first  match  of  the  season  opened. 
With  one  exception  all  the  members  present  caught 
fish,  and,  considering  that  the  water  was  very 
clear,  the  results  were  satisfactory,  151b.  9oz. 
of  fish  being  caught  between  3.30  and  7.30. 
First,  Mr.  H.  E.  Sharpley ;  second,  Mr.  J.  F.  Hare  ; 
third,  Mr.  F.  Foster.  Fishing  in  the  York  and 
District  Amalgamation  waters  of  the  Nidd,  on 
June  21,  Mr.  G.  Sedgwick,  of  York,  caught  three 
chub  and  two  barbel,  fine  specimens  which  totalled 
161b.  in  weight.  Mr.  J.  Swales,  of  York,  secured  a 
nice  41b.  chub  on  the  same  water,  and  other  takes 
include  8lb.  barbel. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  rainy  since  last 
notes,  and  all  waters  are  in  good  angling  order. 
Sport,  though  improving  generally,  has  not  been 
quite  up  to  anticipation  at  the  principal  angling 
centres,  though  salmon,  and,  in  the  waters  that 
hold  them,  sea-trout  are  reasonably  supposed  to 
be  numerous.  Fly-fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  at 
many  of  the  more  important  angling  centres, 
and  the  fish  are  in  better  rising  mood,  though 
anglers  complain  of  their  coming  "  short "  very 
often.  At  Waterville  sea-trout  are  now  afford- 
ing decent  sport,  and  during  the  week  large 
numbers  of  those  fish  arrived  in  Lough  Currane, 
accompanied  by  salmon  and  peal.  Sea  arigling, 
generally  speaking,  has  been  in  abeyance  owing  to 
a  rough  sea,  showery  weather,  and  adverse  winds. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


^DISCUSSION  ON  LIGHTi  RODS. 


A  wEix-ATTEKDED  house  dinner  was  held  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  June  25,  the  President 
(Mr.  Horace  BrowTi)  in  the  chair.  An  excellent 
menu  ^was  offered.  The  repast  ended,  and  the 
health'"of  the  King  given  from  the  chair  being  duly 
honoured,  a  discussion  was  opened  by  Mr.  A.  C. 
foole  on  "  light  rods."  The  speaker  did  not  enter 
into  scientific  reasons  for  or  against  Ught  rods,  but 
contented  himself  with  pointing  out  the  advantages 
gained  by  their  adoption  for  dry  fly-fishing.  He 
urged  that  the  term  "  Ught  rods  "  was  more  or  less 
indefinite,  as  what  might  prove  light  to  one  in- 
dividual would  be  heavy  to  another.  His  own 
definition  of  a  hght  rod  was  one  which  could  be  used 
for  a  hard  day's  fishing  without  straining  the  hand 
or  wrist  of  an  average  man.  Rods  wliich  weighed 
between  4oz.  and  8oz.  might  be  designated  light. 
Anything  over  the  latter  weight  he  would  consider 
heavy.  For  general  work  a  length  of  9ft.  6in. 
was  all  that  was  necessary,  as  any  Uttle  extra 
distance  required  might  be  obtained  by  shooting 
the  line.  Not  only  was  fatigue  lessened  by  em- 
ploying light  rods,  but  one's  casting  was  improved. 
To  prevent  catching  up  in  the  back  cast,  it  was 
possible  to  somewhat  steeple  the  cast,  and  as  to 
easting  into  the  wind,  he  found  he  could  get  on 
better  with  a  light  rod  than  with  a  heavy  one,  and 
use  more  speed  in  the  "  cut."  Very  short  casts 
with  a  tapered  Une  were  not  easy  ;  this 
appUed  also  to  heavy  rods.  He  questioned,  in 
this  connection,  whether  a  parallel  running  Une 
was  not  preferable  to  a  tapered  one.  On  occasions 
when  fish  ran  large  and  weeds  abounded,  they  had 
to  consider  a  rod  not  only  in  regard  to  its  casting 
capabiUties,  but  in  reference  to  tackling  trout 
whichjWent  to  weed.  For  these  latter  they  should 
revert  to  longer  rods. 

Air.  R.  C.  BlimdeU  championed  Ught  rods  against 
those  of  (say)  13oz.  He  was  delighted  with  his 
own  Ught  weapon  of  5|oz.  both  as  to  casting  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  enabled  him  to  manage  a 
fish.  It  was  comfortable  to  use,  and  less  tiring 
than  a  heavy  one.  He  could  do  as  much  with  it 
as  many  people  could  with  a  weightier  implement. 
It  was  especially  handy  for  stalking  fish  rising  close 
to  the  bank  very  near  the  angler.  Mr.  G.  J.  Chat- 
terton  formerly  used  a  MaUeson,  but  having  tried 
a  Leonard,  said  farewell  to  the  former.  He  advo- 
cated a  Ught  rod.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  although 
he  used  a  Ught  rod,  said  he  thought  there  were  times 
when  a  fish  had  an  undue  advantage  over  the  fly- 
fisher,  especially  in  weedy  and  heavy  waters. 
Again,  the  trout  in  South  Country  streams  were, 
in  his  view,  getting  more  and  more  educated,  and 
though  there  were  skilful  masters  who  used  un- 
drawn gut  which  frightened  him,  but  cast  it  never- 
theless in  such  a  way  that  the  fish  did  not  see  it  and 
generaUy  caught  trout,  yet  he  personally  had  had 
to  gradually  refine  his  tackle  until  he  employed 
only  points  of  the  finest  drawn  gut.  With  heavy 
rods  breakages  with  this  frail  material  were  fre- 
quent ;  this  was  not  so  much  the  case  when  the 
Ught  rod  was  employed.  Heavier  rods  were,  of 
course,  still  necessary  for  chub  and  rudd  fishing, 
but  for  ordinary  delicate  dry  fly-fishing  a  rod  weigh- 
ing 6oz.  to  the  10ft.,  or  8oz.  to  the  lift.,  was  all  that 
a  man  now  required.  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles  never  used 
light  rods.  For  fishing  the  Test  in  a  strong  north 
east  wind  a  rod  of  13^oz.  was  not  at  all  too  heavy. 
He  fancied  liimself  a  lOJoz.  "  Houghton,"  of  a 
length  of  10ft.  3in.,  which  he  wielded  all  day  without 
fatigue.  He  complained  that  too  often  the  fittings 
of  light  rods  were  "ting-tang"  stuff — sound 
fittings  were  essential.  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  after 
an  experience  of  four  years  with  one  light  rod  and 
two  years  with  another,  would  be  sorry  to  go  back 
to  a  heavier  tool.  A  light  rod  would  cast,  hook, 
hold  and  kill  as  well  as  a  weighty  one.  As  to 
killing,  one  factor  had  not  been  considered.  It  was 
this  :  the  strength  of  the  gut  and  of  the  mouth  of 
the  fish.  If  one  used  a  May-fly  hook  and  com- 
paratively strong  gut,  pressure  could  be  put  upon  a 
hooked  fish,  which  was  impossible  (without  risk 
of  breaking)  when  employing  No.  0  or  smaller 
hooks  and  very  fine  gut.  More  pressure  could  not 
be  put  on  a  fish  than  the  strength  of  the  point  or 
of  the  hold  in  the  mouth  of  the  fish  would  allow. 
Why,  tht-refora,  when  employing  small  flies,  should 
the  angler  go  flourishing  about  a  heavy  weapon 
capable  of  putting  infinitely  more  pressure  on  a 
fish  than  was  wanted.  Accuracy  was  largely  a 
question  of  command.  If  the  line  could  be  per- 
fectly controlled,  this  was  all  that  was  wanted  in 
a  rod.  To  carry  aVjout  all  day  long  several  extra 
ounces  of  material  would  tell  on  the  wrist — some- 
times in  a  painful  way,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week's 
angling  the  liand  might  indeed  be  practically 
paralysetl.  As  to  fittings,  he  had  never  seen  more 
honest  work  in  any  rods  than  was  to  be  found  in 


liis  own  and  similar  ones  he  had  handled- J, ^Mr. 
D.  J.  S.?M.  Kemp  liked  a  rod  to  suit  the  hand  and 
a  line  to  suit  the  rod.  Lot  the  fly-fisher  make  a 
balance  for  himself,  and  know  where  that  balance 
lay.  Then  he  could  do  a  day's  fishing  with  a 
13oz.  rod  as  well  as  with  one  weighing  a  third  of 
that  figure.  Messrs.  C.  H.  Bywat/ers,  W.  G  Fletcher 
and  others  having  spoken,  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  briefly 
replied. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  last- 
named  gentleman  for  his  kindness  in  opening  the 
discussion ;  a  like  compliment  to  the  chairman 
closing  the'  gathering.  Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'  BENEYOLENT  SOCIETY. 


ANGLING  COMPETITION,  AMBERLEY. 


The  angling  competition  takes  place  at  Amberley 
on  July  1.  The  train  service  has  been  altered  for 
July,  August,  and  September,  consequently  the 
times  of  trains  given  on  competition  handbills 
are  incorrect.  The  2s.  6d.  tickets  will  be  available 
for  the  6.50  a.m.  arid  8.30  a.m.  from  London  Bridge, 
and  the  7  a.m.  and  8.20  a.m.  from  Victoria,  returning 
from  Amberley  by  the  6.5  p.m.  and  7.14  p.m.  The 
first-mentioned  train  is  due  at  London  Bridge 
7.35  p.m.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
strengthen  these  trains.  Competition  tickets  >  will 
be  obtainable  at  Amberley  on  the  morning  of  com- 
petition from  members  of  the  A.B.S.  committee 
or  Messrs.  Barber,  Wade  and  Woodruff.  The 
Anglers'  Association  and  the  Central  Association 
have  agreed  to  throw  open  their  "  private  fisheries  " 
to  competitors  on  this  occasion. 

R.  G.  Woodruff. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  Fly."— The  Thames  at  Isleworth  or  Twicken- 
ham. The  Lea  anywhere  above  Broxbourne. 
"  How  to  strike  "  you  will  best  learn  from  a  teacher. 

"  A  Weekly  Reader." — You  have  evidently 
quite  misunderstood  about  that  chub  netting  ;  it  is 
done  because  the  chub  are  supposed  to  destroy  the 
young  trout  and  eat  the  food  of  the  trout. 

T.  A. — A  stamped  envelope  to  the  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Tonbridge  and  District  A.S.  would  no  doubt 
procure  you  the  information  desired.  The  ponds  in 
Bushy  Park  and  the  Long  Water  in  the  Home  Park 
contain  carp  and^tench,  and  the  fishing  is  free.  For 
tickets  to  fish  the  Penn  Ponds,  Richmond  Park, 
write  the  Superintendent,  Richmond  Park,  Surrey. 


lettera  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  exjpresaed  by  our  Correspondents. J 


SPINNING  BAITS   AND  FRAYED  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  remarks  about  gut  fraying  on 
the  edges  of  the  fans  of  spinning  baits  deserve  deep 
consideration.  I  believe  this  defect  to  be  far  more 
serious  and  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  many^more  good 
fish  than  anglers  generally  realise.  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  using  a  type  of  spinner  which  I  con- 
sider about  the  best  of  the  many  forms  for  spinning 
a  natural  bait.  In  it  the  hook  lengths  are  attached 
to  metal  eyelets.  My  friends  and  myself  found  that 
after  a  long  tussle  with  a  big  fish  the  treble  gut  was 
invariably  almost  worn  through  ;  often  two  strands 
had  completely  parted.  The  position  of  the  frayed 
portion  left  no  possible  doubt  that  it  was  caused  by 
friction  on  the  edges_of  the  fans.  It  struck  me  that 
the  defect  could  be  completely  remedied  by  simply 
placing  the  metal  eyelets  behind  instead  of  in  front 
of  the  fans.  The  only  drawback  would  be  that  it 
would  be  rather  more  "  niggling  "  work  to  whip  on 
the  gut  lengths  in  that  position.  I  wrote  to  Messrs. 
Hardy,  the  makers,  explaining  matters,  and  received 
a  polite  reply  to  the  effect  that  they  had  not  heard 
any  complaints,  and  could  not  see  that  it  was  any 
improvement,  but  that  they  would  make  them  that 
way  if  specially  ordered.  I  fear  that,  as  shown  in 
the  simple  matter  of  balanced  reel-handles  recently 
alluded  to  by  you,  tackle-makers  are  blandly  unpro- 
gressive  until  forced  by  public  criticism. — Yours 
truly,  G.  Westrup. 

[I  remember  a  fishing-tackle  maker,  to  whom  I 
had  pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  leaving  a  sharp 
metal  edge  for  gimp  and  gut  to  get  cut  on  in  Devons, 
Phantoms,  Chapman  and  similar  spinners,  saying 
in  reply,  "  If  we  made  things  so  perfect  you  would 
never  be  able  to  tell  those  stories  of  monsters  lost 
after^fearful  fights!  "  There  is  something  in  that ! 
All  the  same,  monsters  do  not  want  any  help  in  tlie 
way  of  cutting  edges  on  baits  which  might  just  as 


well  bo  rounded.  1  am  sure  that  if  care  was  taken 
to  round  off  all  edges,  and  the  fact  mentioned  on  the 
card  to  which  the  spimier  is  fastened,  practical 
anglers  would  always  prefer  them,  even  if  they  cost 
a  little  more  to  make. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 

Dear  Sib, — Since  my  previous  reply  on  the  above, 
I  have  heard  from  a  skilful  trout-fteher  who  visited 
Northern  Brittany  this  spring  that  he  found^the 
fishing^enorally  indifferent,  though  prevalence  of 
N.  and  E.  winds  and  bright  sun  was  an  unfavour- 
able condition  for  judging.  But  an  old  French 
angler  whom  he  met  told  him  that  he  had  fished 
Brittany  for  years,  and  it  was  going  from  bad  to 
worse.  When  trout  6in.  long  can  be  sold  for 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  at  Morlaix  and  Paris,  the 
incentive  to  over-fishing  by  locals  must  naturally 
be;  fatal  to  keeping  up  a  fair  stock. 

Waters  mentioned  by  my  correspondent  were 
the  Elorn  at  Landivisian — not  a  bad  river,  but  much 
over-fished  ;  two  rivers  at  Huelgoat — one  a  large 
one,  the  portion  from  the  station  downward  being 
a  succession  of  long  deep  pools  and  dams  ;  trout 
up  to  1  lb.  to  be  had  sometimes  at  the  foot  of  the 
dams,  and  some  decent  ones  on  the  flats,  if  there  is 
a  breeze.  Six  or  seven  miles  off  a  nice  little  river 
runs  by  Brenilis,  which,  if  preserved,  would  be 
good.  Here  a  few  half-pounders  are  cauglit,  and 
some  a  little  bigger  seen,  but  again  every  part  of 
the  river  was  fished  over  three  or  four  times  a  day 
by  local  anglers. — Yours  truly, 

Calais.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

[Mr.  Payton  ought  to  have  a  monument  for  his 
kindness  in  giving  information  about  fishing.  By 
the  way,  he  wants  some  sea-trout  fishing  in  August, 
with  chance  of  a  salmon.  I  do  hope  anyone  who 
can  recommend  a  likely  quiet  place,  not  too  ex- 
pensive, will  send  him  a  line.  Calais  is  sufficient 
address. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  WHITBY  ESK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
T.  S.  Petters,  both  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in 
the  above  river  is  preserved,  where  not  kept  in 
private  hands,  by  the  Esk  Angling  Association. 
The  annual  subscription  is  moderate,  but,  when  I 
fished  there  some  years  ago,  no  short-period  tickets 
were  issued,  which  seemed  a  pity  for  a  towTi 
depending  so  much  on  summer  visitors  as  Whitby. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  alteration  in  this  respect, 
but  your  correspondent  might  write  to  the  secretary 
of  the  association. 

Weekly  reports  on  the  Esk  appear  in  the  Field  ; 
takes  of  trout  seem  to  be  only  moderate  ;  a  good 
many  salmon  and  some  fine  sea-trout  are  got  in  late 
autumn. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  June  26. 

[I  fear  the  salmon  angling  on  the  Whitby  Esk 
is  nothing  like  so  good  as  formerly,  and  that  the 
cause  is  the  common  one — over-netting  and  unfair 
netting  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. — Ed.] 

A  TRIO   OF  THAMES  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  photo  of  a  decent  trio 
of  "  Father  Thames  "  chub,  being  an  opening  take 
of  the  season  ;  their  weights  were  respectively  as 
follows  : — 3^1b.,  3J^lb.,  and  2ilh.,  and  were  caught 
on  live  bleak  on  June  19  near  Windsor.  Of  course, 
they  were  not  up  to  their  winter  plumpness,  but 
were  nevertheless  handsome  fish,  and  fought  well. 

I  could  not  get  a  rise  with  the  fly,  and  not  a  bite 
with  cheese  paste  ;  they  would  only  look  at  live-bait. 
The  photo  is  a  snapshot  only,  and  the  best  I  could 
get  under  the  circumstances,  but  1  thought  it  was 
a  good  illustration  of  the  sport  that  can  be  got 
in  the  Thames,  thanks  to  the  Thames  Preservation 
Society's  efforts. — Yours  faithfully, 

C.  Uhpin,  C.L.P.S. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Orpin  for  sending  us  the 
photograph.  It  certainly  augurs  well  for  good  sport 
later  on. — Ed.] 

WANTED  DEFINITE  REPORTS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  to  Mr. 
Salter  if  he  could  say  what  part  of  the  Chichester 
Canal  is  good  for  perch,  bream,  roach,  etc.  1  live 
some  distance  from  it,  am  old  and  feeble,  and  if  I 
knew  what  part  of  the  canal  certain  fish  most  fre- 
quented— that  is,  the  best  swims,  or  some  of  them  

it  would  save  me  both  time  and  trouble.  For 
instance,  I  see  a  report  that  a  roach  over  a  pound 
and  other  fish  were  caught  in  the  Adur.  I  am  certain 
that  anglers  staying  at  Ho\'e,  Brigliton,  Hastings, 
Shoreham,  Littlehampton,  Worthing,  etc.,  fond 
of  a  day's  fishing,  would  be  grateful  to  know  even 
the  station  at  which  to  alight  for  a  Uttle  fresh-water 
fishing  in  this  river,  in  wliich  I  am  lold  carp  are 
sometimes  caught  m  the  tidal  portion,  and  good  carp. 
— Yours  truly,  A  Stranger  Anuuer. 
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WEYMOUTH. 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unenualled  for  its  excel- 
lent Fashing,   both  from 
Shore  anti  Seam 

Abounding  In  Whiting,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 

Mr.  A.  BowELL, 

of  Westham,  Weymouth;  or 

Mr.  C.  J.  RUSBKLL, 

97,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth. 

SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARK  THROIIOII  TllK 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

<)tli'  i;il  (iiliiU-,  »>(/.  Tuurisi  PinKramme  post  frcr  frmri 
DAVID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS 

Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Brown  Trout.  Tlie 
Gweedore  River  and  Lougli  Auure.  Having  this 
year  leased  all  the  lakes  on  Messrs.  Twiggc  aiul 
Peebles'  Estate  with  trout  up  to  4  lbs.,  Anglers 
can  rely  on  good  round  si)ort,  combined  with 
excellent  Hotel  Accommodation,  and  convenient 
to  Kishin;;  and  Station.  8,0(10  acres  of  good 
mixed  SHOOTING  to  LET  from  12tli  August- 
Apply  PROPRIETOR,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 
Co.  Donegal. 

"  And  here  and  there  a  luxty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  n  grayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL, 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Graylings 

Fishingron  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2*  Guineas  per  v  eek.— For  theTenbui  y  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Hanks,  Manager. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Culleu,  Derry- 
niannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  Lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5.5.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  'Trout.  Best  months.  May, 
J  une,  .July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  motor  car 
to  Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  Macinnes. 


FOR  WEEK  ENDS. 

THE  SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  new  management), 
RADCOT  BRIDGE,  RIVER  THAMES, 
FARINGDON,  BERKS- 


Beautiful  Scenery.     Exclusive  Fishing 
Rights.    Boating,  &c. 
Terms  Strictly  Modbbate. 
Write  for  Tariff  to  the  Proprietor — 
SWAN  HOTEL,  RADCOT, 

PARINGDON. 


FISHERMEN 

AND  ALL  THOSE  TORMENTED  BY  MIDCES, 
GNATS,  MOSQUITOS,  AND  INSECT  BITES 


SHOULD  USE 


SAMBULINE 

OR,  ELDER,  GLYCERINE,8c  HONEy  JELLY 


An  Elegant  Preparation  for  Improving  the 
Skin  an<l  keeping  it  Cool  and  Refreshed.  Free 
from  grease  and  stickiness.  Allays  Irritation 
caused  by  heat,  or  Exposure  to  the  Snn 
whilst  Fisliing. 

ALWAYS  HAVE  A    TUBE  IN 
YOUR  CREEL. 

Of  Chemists  and  Stores  in  Metallic  Tubes,  1/-, 
or  post  free  for  stamps  from 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street, 
London.  W. 


rXSHINQ.  OOX.F. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Vnder    IHntitiguishrd    I'tit  roitii</f. 

This  much-frequent  ud  and  comfortably -f uniished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  apiWication  for 
Rooms  essential.  Kurtlier  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newbnrgh, 
Aberdeen  " 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  hank  is 
as  goo(l  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere.  " 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-establisliHi!  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
'Ihree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  f>s.  per  day.  Billiards; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  <ic.— Address  ProFRIETOK. 


LOUGH  MASK  HQIEL, 

CLOGHBRACK, 

Clonbur,  Co.  Galway. 

Newly  built  and  furnished.  Within  200  yards 
of  Lough  Mask  and  thirty  minutes'  drive  of 
Lough  Corrib.  Cars,  Boats,  and  experienced 
boatmen  always  available.    Tariff  mwlerate. 

Manageress. 


THE  WOOLPAGK  INN. 

GODMANCHESTER,  HUNTINGDON. 

Situate  on  banks  of  Ouse.  Good  accommoda- 
tion for  Anglers.  Excellent  Fishing  and  Boating. 
Moderate  Charges.  Cheap  week-end  trains. 
Within  mile  of  Huntingdon  Station,  G.N.R. 

W.  UPCHURCH,  Proprietor. 


flUGHTERARD,  Co.  GALWAY,  IRELAND. 

Furnished  House  To  Let 

for  the  month  of  August  or  for  a  longer  term  if 
reiiuired,  The  Grove,  Oughterard,  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  Lough  Corrib,  a  newly-built  and 
newly-furnished  house,  containing  5  large  bed- 
rooms, servants'  bed-room,  drawing-room, 
dining-room,  bath,  w.c,  &c.  Also  about  1,500 
acres  good  mixed  shooting  TO  LET.  Grouse, 
snipe,  cock,  &c.— Apply,  P.  H.  JOYCE;  The 
Grove,  Oughterard. 


SIX  ROOMED 

FURNISHED  COTTAGE 

TO  LET 

in  Hemixigfordl. 

Grey  Boat  included.  —  Apply,  "  Glen- 
MOBE,"  19,  Craven  Park,  Willesden. 


TO  LET,  FURNISHED, 

CORNISH  VICARAGE 

Beautifully  situated  on  coast,  near 
Helford  and  Falmouth,  with  garden  and 
boat.  Splendid  fishing,  bathing,  &c. 
£4  10s.  vreekly. 

Also  SMALL  HOUSE-BOAT, 

4  berths,  oil-cooker,  &c.  25s.  weekly. — 
Taylob,  St.  Anthony,  St.  Martins, 
Cornwall. 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  affections,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&c.,  &c. 

itBTAIXAHLK  AT  ALL  CHEMISTS. 


RHEUMATISM. 

THE  "DROimiCH  CURE  " 

AT   HOME   BY  USING 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 


Wholesale  only  of  _ 
|"ESION&WESTAain^ 
JASTCHEAPLOIUIOIIK 


I  BfwweoFlmifahimsiiiisiBton  having  \ 
i^^GMuineD  roihwich  Brlnt  CM 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 


NORWAY. 


SEA  TROUT  FISHING 

On  whole  Loen  River,  in  Loon,  Nordfjord,  TO 
BE  LET  for  whole  Septenibei-.  All  casting  from 
tiank  ;  no  nets,  no  traps  ;  place  for  two  or  three 
rods.  Last  season  three  rods  caught  9  salmon 
and  190  sea  trout  in  six  weeks  ;  sea  trout  run  up 
to  18  lbs.  Shooting  and  splendid  trout  fishing 
to  be  had  free ;  fine  excursions.  Tenants  can 
live  in  furnished  lodge  or  hotel.  Good  references. 
Apply  to  OLE  LoEN,  Loen,  Nordfjord. 


NORWAY. 


Salmon  &  Sea  Trout  Fisliing 


To  be  had  on  two  good  Rivers  in  fine 
parts  of  Western  Norway.  Cheap  rent. 
Apply,  Ole  Loen,  Nordfjord. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  <fe  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Manageb, 

ICKI/EFORD  FiSHBBY,  HlTCHIN. 


FIVE  RODS  WANTED 

to  complete  a  party  of  ten  to  Fish  a  30 
acre  lake  in  West  Sussex,  8  miles  from  a 
town  and  3^  from  village  station.  The 
lake  has  been  emptied  and  fully  stocked 
with  the  best  strain  of  two-year-old  Rain- 
bows.—For  particulars  apply  Manager, 
Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


Cast  yonrEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  3S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  ■  2  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powere 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupsps, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  oan  now  obtain  a  Polioy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diaeasea  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Nn  Heclieal  Examl/nation  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency, 

CASUALTY 

INSURAHCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 


DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insupance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Tpaln  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY   INSDRANCE  COMPANY,  LTD., 

will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  (or  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  (are-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  o(  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  o(  the  accident  the  pas 
senger  in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  persou 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  (oot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
o(  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  o(  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  o(  more 
than  one  o(  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
(rom  6  a.m.  o(  the  morning  o(  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  o(  the  following  publication 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  o(  this  insurance  ts  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  (or  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  (orward 
the  Subscription  Keceipt  to  the  Caspalti 
INSUKANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  (or  the  purpose  o(  Registration. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hoolis,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  o(  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordstiire.  Established 
60  years.    p^cB  LISTS  PBEE. 


June  30  \90(^ 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


477 


GREEXHEART   AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir. — I  regret  that  I  cannot  consider  your 
footnote  to  my  letter,  in  your  issue  of  June  16, 
satisfactory.  You  make  no  reference  to  the  mislead- 
ing'diagrams  to  which  I  called  attention.  Am  I  to 
imderstand  that  you  agree  with  my  contention  '? 
That  the  diagrams  were,  as  I  said,  quite  wrong  :  and 
that  you  accept  my  statement,  that  wliatever  the 
material  of  which  a  rod  is  composed,  if  it  be  evenly 
tapered  it  must  bend  equally,  and  could  not  possibly 
give  the  diagram  vou  illustrated  as  that  of  built-cane 
(Fig.  B).  '  -J 

Referring  to  your  remarks  about  heavy  rivers 
such  as  the  Tay.  you  have  doubtless  heard  of  the 
Aaro  river  in  Xorway,  which,  I  may  say,  runs  at 
twice  the  pace  of  the  Tay,  and  where  the  fish  are 
very  much  larger.  This  river  is  by  far  the  wildest  I 
ever  fished  ;  indeed,  there  is  one  part  of  it  where,  if 
a  hooked  salmon  goes  down,  all  that  is  left  the  angler 
is  to  save  as  much  of  his  tackle  as  he  can.  It  is 
really  more  like  a  gigantic  mill-race  than  anything 
else  in  some  parts. 

The  first  season  Mr.  Wilfred  Kennedy  had  that 
river  he  used  greenheart  rods  (whose  make  they 
were  I  do  not  know),  but  he  wrote  my  firm  at  the 
time  and  complained  that  all  his  greenheart  rods 
were  smashed  up,  asking  us  to  make  him  cane-built 


tliat  accidents  liave  not  occurred  while  using  thcru 
would  not  be  true,  but  tlie  proportion  of  breakages 
in  rods  since  their  introduction  has  been  reduced 
enormously. 

Referring  to  an  article  in  your  issue  of  June  16  by 
"  Fleur-de-Lys,"  who  is  very  nuich  down  on  steel- 
centre  split-cane  rods,  and  expresses  doubt  as  to 
whether  they  are  any  better  than  greenheart.  I  quote 
his  letter  : — "  It  must  have  occurred  to  the  thinking 
anglerthatthe  combination  of  steel  witlil)amboo  can- 
not be  scientifically  sound,  seeing  that  the  elasticity 
and  speed  of  recovery  of  steel  and  cane  differ  so 
widely.  When  a  steel  rod  is  worked  into  the  centre 
of  a  glued-up  rod,  it  stands  to  reason  that  there  must 
be  a  continual  effort  going  on  for  the  wood  and  metal 
to  part  company.  So  far  there  has  been  a  general 
belief  that  steel-centred  cane-built  rods  are  practi- 
cally indestructible,  but  a  correspondent  in  an 
English  paper  relates  how  these  rods  occasionally 
break  their  middle  joints  when  casting."  \ 

Further  on  he  says  : — "  Dry-fly  fishermen,  as  a 
rule,  prefer  cane,  as  they  are  thus  enabled  to  use 
those  extremely  heavy-tapered  lines.  Which  alone 
make  accurate  casting  possible  in  an  unfavourable 
wind.  The  ability  also  to  make  very  long  casts  is 
more  of  a  necessity  to  the  dry-fly  man  than  to  the 
wet-fly  fisher." 


Fishing  on  the  Aaeo,  Norway. 

(From  an  iiistantaneous:  pliutotjraph.) 
Mr.  W.  Keniieiiy  killin-;  tlie  G81b.  Salmon  with  a  20ft.  Built  Cane  Steel  Centre  "  Hardy  "  Rod. 


Steel-centre  rods.  Tlicse  he  had,  and  from  then  to 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  no  more  broken  rods. 
At  that  time  Mr.  Gordon  Smith,  fishing  with  him, 
wrote  as  follows  : — "  Dear  Sirs, — Just  a  line  to  say 
how  much  I  am  satisfied  with  the  rods,  reels,  and 
all  tackle  supplied  me  for  the  River  Aaro.  Previous 
to  giving  you  my  orders  I  had  no  end  of  breakages, 
as  it  really  takes  the  best  of  rods,  etc.,  to  stand  the 
very  hard  work  and  constant  use  in  wet  weather 
to  which  we  are  much  subjected.  The  20ft.  cane- 
built  steel-centre  you  made  for  Mr.  Wilfred  Keimedy 
has  proved  itself  a  grand  rod,  and  has  killed  no  end 
of  big  fish  ;  the  largest,  681b.,  took  some  fearful 
pulling,  as  you  may  imagine.  I  and  friend  have  killed 
some  150  large  salmon,  averaging  about  251b.,  and 
although  the  rods  have  had  two  seasons' hard  work, 
they  are  a»  good  as  ever. — Harry  Gordon  Smith." 

I  enclose  you  a  photograph  taken  of  Mr.  Kennedy 
killing  the  681b.  salmon,  and  you  will  note  that  the 
curve  of  the  rod  shows  great  stiffness  and  strength 
and  is  of  beautiful  shape,  as  unlike  your  irregular 
diagram  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  The  photograph  is  true 
to  fact  ;  your  line,  of  course,  was  only  imaginary.  J( 

I  could  give  you  pages  of  overwhelming  evidence, 
that  for  hard  work  under  the  most  severe  conditions, 
cane-built  rods  (with  and  without  steel  centres) 
stand,  where  greenheart  has  failed.  To  say,  however. 


In  this  paragraph  lie  admits  the  superiority  of 
cane-built  rods  over  greenheart  for  dry-fly  work. 
But  the  superiority  does  not  end  here,  because  the 
very  qualities  which  make  them  superior  for  dry-fly 
work  must  also  make  them  superior  for  wet-fly  and 
other  kinds  of  fishing.  Thousands  of  men  who  use 
them  regularly  for  wet-fly,  both  river  and  loch 
fishing  at  the  present  day,  would  not  use  a  green- 
heart if  you  gave  it  them  as  a  present. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  after  making  his  general 
statement,  condemning  steel-centre  and  built-cane 
rods  in  the  first  paragraph,  "  Fleur-de-Lys  "  practi- 
cally gives  his  case  away  by  the  second  part  of  his 
letter,  in  which  he  says  : — "  The  cane-built  rod  is 
certainly  better  capable  of  lifting  and  delivering  a 
long  heavy  line  than  a  greenheart  of  similar 
calibre." 

I  should  say  he  would  also  admit  that  they  are 
considerably  lighter.  That  being  so,  how  in  the 
world  can  he  argue  that  there  is  any  question  as  to 
their  superiority  ?  Here  is  the  quality  of  steeliness, 
stiffness,  and  power  admitted.  But  this  is  only 
admitting  half  the  case  ;  still  it  follows  that  this 
valuable  quality  which  you,  sir,  admit  is  inherent  in 
cane-built  rods,  and  is  the  very  essence  of  the  tiling, 
must  maintain  its  superiority  in  all  sizes,  whether 
trout  or  salmon. 


Another  well-known  contriljut<jr,  (juotcd  by 
"  Fleur-de-Lys,"  says  : — "  Rods  of  well-seasoned 
and[suitable  wood  have  served  me  well,  and  I  myself 
require  none  other."  This  gentleman's  opinion  is  one 
I  much  respect,  as  he  is  a  thoroughly  practical  angler, 
but  his  education  has  been  mostly  in  wood  rods,  and 
I  am  quite  agreed  to  let  greenheart  be  quite  good 
enough  for  many  men.  As  a  second-class  rod  it  is 
about  the  best  material,  but  that  it  is  equal  to  cane- 
built,  or  cane-built  steel-centre — Oh,  no  !  But  I 
would  ask  with  all  respect  whether,  among  these 
correspondents  and  makers  of  greenheart  rods,  who 
naturally  swear  by  them,  what  their  experience  has 
been  with  built-cane  and  steel-centre  rods  ?  They 
may  have  handled  and  possibly  fished  with  one  or 
two  but  that  is  not  sufficient,  and  does'not  qualify  a 
man  to  give  an  opinion  of  any  value.  I  want  the 
experience  of  a  practical  angler,  an  up-to-date  manu- 
facturer who  has  made  thousands,  and  fished  with 
and  tested  both  in  all  manner  of  ways,  theoretically 
and  practically.  A  mere  angler  may  pick  up  a  rod  of 
any  kind,  and  say,  "  I  do  not  like  that  !  "  and  con- 
demn the  thing  without  knowing  much  about  it. 
That  opinion  is  of  no  value. 

Personally,  I  have  a  rod,  I7ft.  9in.,  a  "  Champion  " 
cane-built  steel-centre,  which  I  have  even  used  on 
the  Aaro,  and  have  killed  fish  up  to  3Clb.  with  it  in 
that  wild  river,  on  one  occasion  killing  nine 
in  a  day,  but  the  36-pounder  referred  to 
was  the  largest,  although  I  liooked  and 
played  heavier.  I  have  used  this  rod  for 
twenty  years,  and  on  one  occasion  in 
Norway,  when  I  was  showing  a  Norwegian 
friend  how  to  cast,  just  as  I  handed  him 
the  rod  a  salmori  took  the  fly.  I  then 
took  the  rod  from  him,  and  when  the  fish 
was  fairly  quiet  I  gave  it  back  to  him  to 
kill  the  fish.  Imagine  my  horror  and 
surprise  when  he  at  once  pointed  the  rod 
directly  away  from  the  river,  the  fish 
behind  him,  and  commenced  walking  up 
the  bank.  Fortunately,  I  stopped  him, 
but  not  before  he  had  put  a  bend  in  the 
top,  which,  however,  I  fortunately  was 
able  to  put  right  again,  without  causing 
any  permanent  injury.  No  greenheart 
rod  ever  made  would  have  stood  that. 
Now  this  rod  is  a  cane-built  steel-centre, 
and  this  is  practice,  not  theory. 

This  old  rod  is  as  good  and  sound  as 
ever,  and  money  would  not  buy  it,  twenty 
years  old  and  twenty  seasons'  work,  length 
17ft.  9in.,  weight  only  39oz.     There  is 
twenty  years'  good  work  in  the  old  rod, 
and  I  only  wish  there  was  as  much  in  its 
owner  ;  but  I  have  others,  all  equally  good, 
notably  an  1 1ft.  single-handed  rod,  with 
which  I  have  killed  fish  up  to  12^1b.  With 
it  I  hauled  out  as  many  as  thirteen  kelt 
and  clean  fish  in  one  day.    On  another 
occasion  on  the  Figan  river  in  Norway,  I 
landed  seven  small  salmon  with  it  in  one 
day.    It  does  dry-fly,  wet-flj',  minnow,  and 
is  "  jack  of  all  trades."  I  have  eased  it  a 
bit  this  season  by  using  a  10ft.  5|oz.,  which 
I  have  much  appreciated,  and  this  is  the 
first  season  it  has  had  any  relief  for  about 
fifteen  years,  and  yet  it  is  as  good  as  new 
for  work.  I  can  give  you  hard  facts  of  this 
kind  to  any  extent,  but  if  what  I  have  said 
does  not  convince  anyone  who  reads  this, 
that  the  advance  made  during  the  last 
thirty  years  or  so  in  fishing-rods  is  great 
and  valuable,  and  that  the  most  important 
part  of  it  is  the  improvement  in  material 
and  methods  of  structure,  then  volumes 
would  not  do  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  great 
value  and  enormous  superiority  of  cane-built  and 
cane-built  steel-centre  rods  over  greenheart  or  any 
other  wood  rods.  They  stand  as  the  finest  examples 
of  rod-making  that  the  world  has  yet  seen,  and  to 
find  men  arguing  the  reverse  is,  to  my  mind  (not  to 
call  it  a  harder  name),  retrogression. 

In  reference  to  making  rods  for  testing,  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  make  anything  you  like,  but  you 
must  send  the  greenheart  rod  to  be  matched,  as  it  is 
one  thing  to  round  a  piece  of  wood,  which  recjuires 
no  great  mechanical  skill,  but  quite  another  to  build 
a  cane  rod. — Yours  truly,  John  James  Hardy. 
Alnwick,  June  19. 

P.S. — I  hope  you  can  reproduce  the  curve  shown 
by  Mr.  Kennedy's  20ft.  rod. 

[I  cannot  agree  that  the  rough  diagrams  I  put  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  are  "  quite  wrong  "  until  I  have 
seen  the  experiment  I  suggested  carried  out.  As 
Mr.  Hardy  is  quite  willing  to  make  a  split-cane  rod 
to  match  a  greenheart,  I  liope  Mr.  Malloch  will 
accept  the  challenge  and  let  the  test  come  off.  Mr. 
Malloch  has  killed  thousands  of  salmon  on  his  green- 
heart rods,  and  he  is  as  strongly  convinced  of  their 
superiority  as  Mr.  Hardy  is  that  split-cane  is  best, 
but  we  cannot  consider  either  maker  as  quite 
unpre  j  udiced.  — Ed  .  ] 
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GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

^Dear  Sir, — I  merely  wish  without  argument  to 
say  that  in  every  word  written  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy  (Fishing  Gazette,  June  16,  p.  441)  I  com- 
pletely agree  after,  say,  approximately,  forty-eight 
years  as  an  angler.  In  1884  I  purchased  one  of  the 
very  earliest  split-cane  rods  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy, 
Alnwick,  at  the  Fisheries'  Exhibition,  Edinburgh, 
at  which  I  was  one  of  the  jurors  along  with  the  lato 
Dr.  Francis  Day  and  Mr.  Oldham  Chambers.  That 
rod  was  a  12ft.  trout  rod,  greenheart  butt,  split- 
cane  centrepiece  and  top.  For  many  years  I  used  no 
other  rod  for  trout  and  sea-trout,  except  very  occa- 
sionally a  14ft.  split-cane,  butt  to  top-piece,  two- 
handed  rod,  which  I  used  when  obliged  to  fish 
down  stream  in  heavy  water.  With  the  12ft.  in  all 
that  time,  say  from  1884  to  1901,  I  fished  rarely 
less  than  two  months  in  the  year,  often  three  and 
four,  killing  several  salmon  and  many  large  sea- 
trout — I  never  had  a  break ;  but  one  day  a  careless 
boy  crushed  the  eano  top  oji  a  stone  with  his  clumsy 
heel.  A  couple  of  crow-quills  and  a  whipping  of  the 
crushed  portion — wliich  "  whipping "  the  boy 
should  have  got  ! — put  it  "  fit "  again  to  fish  with 
whilst  I  waited  for  a  new  top.  This  rod  is  still  to-day 
as  straight  and  as  good  as  ever  it  was,  unless  it  may 
be  a  bit  stiff  or  rheumatic  from  not  quite  so  active 
an  existence  as  formerly.  I  also  snapped  a  green- 
heart  top-piece  of  a  16ft.  salmon  rod  by  "  lifting 
too  long  a  line  from  a  heavy  water,"  and  had  it 
replaced  by  a  carefully-made  and  suitable  split-cane 
top-piece.  The  lifting  power  of  that  latter  top-piece 
completely  eclipses  the  lifting  power,  and  improves 
upon  the  casting  power  of  the  former.  I  have  had 
several  other  rods  from  Messrs.  Hardy,  some  to  give  in 
presents  or  prizes,  and  all  I  heard  of  their  action  since 
has  been  high  in  praise.  A  12ft.  split-cane  Hardy  was 
one  of  those  I  gave  to  a  friend  in  New  Zealand  ;  and 
a  basket  of  trout,  illustrated  in  a  former  number  of 
the  Fishing  Oazctte.  killed  on  one  of  the  rivers  of 
the  Forty  Mile  Bush  country,  where  every  hooked 
fish  has  to  be  shown  the  india-rubber,  on  account 
of  fallen  trees  and  tree-roots,  was  accounted  for 
by  it  without  as  much  as  the  slightest  twist  or 
failure  of  the  rod.  Also  I  cannot  follow  any  argu- 
ment which  upholds  that  there  is  greater  power  over 
a  fish  with  a  stiff  pole  than  with  a  yielding  springy 
action  down  to  the  wrist ;  and  the  more  a  rod 
yields  to  every  motion  of  the  fish,  the  more  even  and 
constant  is  the  strain  upon  that  fish  and  the  less 
upon  the.  man,  and  a  steady  strain  is  what  kills  a 
fish. 

I  have  also  an  18ft.  greenheart  rod  by  one  whom 
I  have  long  considered  the  ablest  greenheart  rod- 
maker  in  Britain — a  most  effective  weapon — but  it 
is  much  stiffer,  at  least  I  have  found  i  it  so,  not 
so  holding  at  the  hook-end  of  the  gear,  a  bit  apt  to 
"  rive  "  and  tear  away  ;  and  necessitates,  certainly, 
the  more  gentle  action  of  striking,  not  "  from  the 
reel,"  but  by  the  neat  turn  of  the  wrist,  like  turning 
a  key  in  a  well-oiled  lock.  In  this  respect,  perhaps, 
the  greenheart  scores  one  advantage — namely,  in 
the  education  of  the  young  angler — but  the  power 
in  killing  a  fish  is  less  equally  distributed  between 
the  rod  and  the  line  than  with  a  split-cane. 
\  I  await  with  curiosity  the  further  defence  of  the 
greenheart,  and  the  tests  spoken  of.  I  believe  that 
the  power  of  a  rod  of  split-cane  is  as  great  or  greater 
than  a  stiffer  rod,  and  that  the  exertion  to  use  such 
power  in  the  former  is  far,  far  less  to  the  angler.  The 
happy  medium  seems  to  me  to  have  been  scienti- 
fically gauged  between  the  whippy  American  rods 
and  the  greenhearts  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick. 
It  cannot,  however,  I  consider,  be  reckoned  a  true 
test  to  compare  powers  by  attaching  to  dead- 
weights ouf  of  water.  So  to  speak,  "  That's  another 
pair  of  boots  altogether  !  " 

Also  I  have  seen  large,  heavy,  blunderous-looking, 
and  back-breaking,  bone-aching  split-cane  rods — 
not  built  by  Hardy,  however — which  I  would  as 
soon  "(go  a-fishing  "  with  as  a  high  tent-pole.  These, 
I  believe,  are  specially  ordered  or  made  for  Nor- 
wegian rivers  and  j^Norwegian  50  or  60-pounders, 
with  lines  of  corresponding  weight  and  strength, 
I  presume,  and  "  young  gaffs  "  for  salmon  flies.  I 
do  not  speak  with  experience  of  Norwegian  fishings, 
though  I  have  fished  in  Norway,  but  not  with  a 
tent  or  barge  pole. 

What  do^you  think  of  sixty  trout,  201b.,  caught 
(how  ?)  by  one  rod  on  the  Water  of  Leith  between 
St.  Bernard's^Well  and  the  Dean  Bridge.  They  are 
sure  to  be  in  good  condition  at  all  events,  because 
boys  ("  street  arabs  ")  feed  them  with  all  sorts  of 
good  things — nice  pink  worms,  etc. — at  least,  so  I 
am  informed,  but  Mr.  Tod  will  Likely  know. — Yours 
truly,  J.  A.  Harvie-Bbown. 


ADVERTISEMENTS   OF  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  Londoners  find  opportunities 
for  fly  fisliing  so  few  and  far  between  that  I  think 
a  recital  of  my  recent  experience  may  not  only  serve 
as  a  warning  to  your  readers  to  beware  of  advertisers 


who  offer  country  board-rosidenco,  where  the  at- 
traction is  said  to  bo  trout-fishing,  but  may  save  a 
hard-earned  holiday  from  being  utterly  wasted. 
Having  a  week  at  my  disposal,  I  eagerly  scanned 
the  dailies,  and  found  an  advertisement  (I  enclose  a 
cutting  herewith)  which  I  thought  would  afford  me 
some  enjoyable  sport,  and  in  reply  to  my  application 
I  received  a  glowing  description  of  the  fishing. 

I  was  told  that  the  water  had  been  restocked  for 
the  last  five  years  with  rainbow  and  fario  ;  that 
the  catch  was  limited  to  three  brace  a  day  ;  and 
that  the  charges  wore  lOs.  per  week,  or  2s.  6d.  per 
day.  I  was  also  told  the  "  fishing  was  for  about  a 
mile  above  the  mill  and  a  mile  below."  After  a  long 
journey  I  reached  ray  destination  about  four 
o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and,  of  course,  was 
anxious  to  begin  at  once  in  anticipation  of  some 
good  sport.  The  "  mill  stream  "  I  found  to  be  a 
sluggish  piece  of  water  of  an  average  width  of  about 
three  yards,  and  absolutely  unfishable  with  the  fly 
for  more  than  150  yards.  That  was  above  the  mill. 
Below  the  mill  the  water  ran  in  a  small  streamlet, 
and  it  would  be  an  insult  to  ask  any  fly  fisherman  to 
make  a  cast  on  such  a  ridiculous  water.  Needless  to 
say,  I  was  thoroughly  disgusted  and  disappointed, 
and,  had  it  boon  possible,  I  would  have  left  the  place 
the  same  evening.  As  it  was,  however,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  stay  until  the  Monday  morning,  as  there 
were  no  Sunday  trains  connecting  with  the  main  line 
to  town.  I  consider  the  advertisement  highly  mis- 
leading, and  it  will  only  be  an  act  of  justice  and 
kindness  to  warn  your  readers  from  being  "  taken 
in  "  in  a  similar  way.  Not  only  was  my  holiday 
entirely  spoiled,  but  I  was  put  to  considerable 
unnecessary  e.xpense  in  the  bargain.  I  enclose  my 
card. — Yours  truly,  J.  D.  H. 

Southend-on-Sea. 

[I  have  made  inquiries,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the 
advertisement  is  most  misleading.  There  are  trout 
in  the  water,  but  that  is  about  all  that  can  be  said 
for  it.  It  will  not  be  inserted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
unless  the  facts  are  fully  set  out.  No  fly-fisher  wants 
to  go  to  fish  in  a  few  yards  of  narrow  water  little 
bigger  than  a  ditch  ;  it  might  suit  some  who  like 
worming  for  trout. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  MOFFATT  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  thinking  of  spending  a  fort- 
night at  Moffatt  about  the  middle  of  July,  and 
should  be  obliged  if  anyone  could  tell  me  whether 
it  would  be  worth  taking  my  tackle,  or  where  I 
would  be  likely  to  obtain  any  information. — Yours 
truly.  Pater. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  one  of  your  readers  be  good 
enough  to  let  me  know  if  there  is  any  sea  and  fresh- 
water fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballycastle, 
CO.  Antrim  ?  Also  all  information  re  accommoda- 
tion, boating,  bathing,  etc.,  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

Cestki.\. 

"  THE  RELIANCE  CHECK  FOR  NOTTINGHAM 
REELS." 

Dear  Sir, — Will  the  maker  of  the  above  kindly 
say  where  it  is  to  be  had  ? — Yours  truly, 

Breconian. 

[We  seem  to  have  mislaid  the  inventor's  address, 
and  shall  be  glad  if  he  will  send  a  reply^for  publi- 
cation.— -Ed.] 


FREE  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  of  any  free  fishing  to  be  had  within 
an  hour  and  a  half's  ride  by  bicycle  from  Stockwell. 
I  should  have  no  objection  to  paying  a  little  for  the 
fishing. — Yours  truly,  E.  Parker. 

FISHING  AT  OR  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  whether  I  could  have  a  day  upstream 
for  trout  with  worm,  on  July  7,  at  or  near  Llan- 
dudno ;  if  so,  where,  and  where  are  the  licences  and 
permits  obtainable,  and  what  price,  and  if  it  would 
be  worth  taking  waders,  etc.  ? — Yours  truly, 

Chas.  Critchley. 


TO  MAKE  FLIES  FLOAT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  a  correspondent  who 
wrote  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  I  see  that  you 
mention  the  length  of  time  it  takes  for  a  fly  oiled 
with  odourless  paraffin  to  dry.  A  little  benzine 
added  to  the  paraffin  will  eliminate  this  trouble. 
Although  liquid  paraffin  is  one  of  the  best  dressings 
that  can  be  used  to  make  a  fly  float,  it  creates  a 
considerable  iridescence.  From  the  point  of  view 
of  iridescence,  I  find  that  castor-oil  is  much  better, 
and,  although  its  flotation  power  is  less,  it  is  suffi- 
cient for  all  practical  purposes.  A  2-0  double- 
winged  fly  dressed  with  (tastor-oil  will  float  for 
twenty-one    hours    on    still  water.    The  varying 


amounts  of  iridescence  caused  by  different  sub- 
stances are,  of  course,  due  to  the  different  surface 
tensions  between  the  various  dressings  and  water. — 
Yours  truly,  Douglas  J.  P.  Haines. 

FISHING  AT  CHICHESTER  OR  ARUNDEL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  taking  my  holiday 
in  July  at  either  Chichester  or  Arundel.  Which 
place  is  considered  the  best  for  fresh-water  fishing  ? 
I  am  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  river  at  Arundel 
might  not  be  brackish,  and  consequently  rather 
unfit  for  coarse  fish.  Is  there  boating  to  be  had  on 
the  Chichester  Canal,  and  also  is  the  fishing  free  at 
these  places,  or  what  is  the  charge  for  a  fortnight's 
fishing  ?  Is  there  any  sea-fishing  at  Chichester  1 
Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  would  be  kind  enough 
to  give  me  some  information  on  these  points  '! — 
Yours  truly,  W.  A.  Wolley. 


FISHING  AT  NEWQUAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondents 
"  A.  L.  R."  and  "  F.  W.  B.,"  there  is  a  little  rock- 
fishing  at  Newquay,  but  of  course  the  best  is  from 
a  boat.  The  rocks  near  the  lifeboat  slip  and  just 
below  it  are  very  good,  but  you  must  be  sure  of  your 
footing,  and  a  wave  very  often  comes  in  from  a 
passing  steamer,  perhaps  some  miles  at  sea,  tiiat 
will  give  you  a  wetting  if  you  do  not  look  out. 
The  fishing  off  the  pier  is  not  up  to  much  except 
for  flatfish,  because  the  tide  goes  out  and  leaves 
the  sand  dry.  Mr.  Williams,  in  Fore-s-treet,  would 
no  doubt  give  any  information  as  to  boats.  There 
is  some  trout-fishing  at  Portli,  about  two  miles. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Heardkr. 

Plymouth. 


WHY  WILL  ^>IKE  NOT  FEED  ? 
Dear  Sir, — I  had  a  day's  pike-fishing  on  Satur- 
day (June  23)  in  a  lake,  and  though  I  could  catch 
nothing,  1  saw  fish  from  41b.  to  7lb.  rubbing  thom- 
selv«<s  against  the  weeds  and  also  the  rushes.  Cm 
any  of  your  readers  explain  this  ? — Yours  truly. 

Novice. 


GRAYLING  FLIES  FOR  THE  DOVE. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  "  Beginner's "  inquiry  about 
grayling  flies  for  the  Dove,  1  should  bo  very  pleased 
to  give  him  every  information  on  that  subject  ho 
may  require  if  he  will  write  me,  also  the  dressings 
of  the  flies  he  names. — Yours  trulv, 

Tutbury,  Staffs.  ■  R.  Woolley. 

SELF-COCKING  FLOATS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you 
could,  through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper, 
obtain  for  me,  if  possible,  some  assistance  to  help 
me  out  of  the  following  difficulty  : — When  using  a 
"  self-cocking  "  float  and  making  a  long  cast  for 
chub  or  rudd,  the  hook  invariably  hangs  up  on  to 
the  float  or  the  line  above  the  float ;  this  occurs,  I 
notice,  more  particularly  after  a  few  casts,  when 
the  gut  length  has  become  wet. 

If  some  brother  angler  could  assist  me  with  a 
wrinkle  or  two  I  should  be  very  grateful. — Yours 
truly,  C.  A.  B. 

FISHING  AT  NEWTOWN  STEWART. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  say  what 
is  the  best  month  to  visit  Newtown  Stewart  for 
salmon  fishing,  and  the  rods,  flies,  aryi  baits  required? 
— Yours  truly,  Thymallus. 


LODGINGS  ON  THE  ARUN. 

De.-vb.  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  anyone  can  recom- 
mend comfortable,  inexpensive  quarters  on  the 
Arun.  Information  from  one  who  knows  the 
district  would  be  much  appreciated  by — Yours 
truly,  KiNKEY  Pod. 

MULLET  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  on  fishing  for  mullet  ?  There  are 
a  lot  in  the  docks  here,  and  I  am  told  they  cannot 
be  caught  with  rod  and  line.  I  should  like  to  know 
if  they  can  be  caught  with  rod,  and  what  bait  to  use 
and  how  to  fish  for  them. — Yours  truly, 

Barrow-in-Fumess.  James  Smith. 

SEX  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  a  fancy  to  keep  a  record 
(number  and  sex)  of  all  the  fish  I  catch,  I  should 
feel  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
could  inform  me  as  to  the  best  way  of  distinguishing 
the  sex  of  young  fish,  including  samlets,  sewin  or 
sea-trout,  pinks,  and  small  trout  returned  to  the 
water  both  for  size  and  in  conformity  with  the  law. 
Old  fish  present  no  difficulty  in  this  respect,  the 
"  knob  "  at  once  indicating  the  male. — Yours  truly, 
I  W.  A. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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ROBINSON  &  CLEAVER 

BELFAST, 

RECENT  ST.  &  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON, 

UmnvLfaetvrtrt  to  His  Majesty  the  King. 

Carriage  paid  on  orders  of  20/-  upwards  in 
United  Kingdom. 


Collars — Gentlemen's  i-fold, 

from  4/11  per  doz. 
CufFa— For  Ladies  5/11,  Gen- 
tlemen's from  6/11  per  doz. 


IRISH 
COLLARS,  GUFFS, 
AND  SHIRTS 


Sample*  and 
Ittuttrated  Price 
LitU  poit  free. 


Shirts — Fine  Quality  Long-cloth,  with 
1-lold  ?ure  Linen  Fronts  and  Cuffs,  35s.  8d. 
per  half  doz.  (to  measure,  2s.  extra). 

Old  Shirts  made  good  as  new  with  good 
MateHals  in  neckband,  cufs,  and  front  for 
Hs.  the  half  doz. 

N.B.— To  prevent  delay,  all  Letter  Orders 
and  Enquiries  for  Samples  of  these 
■oods  should  be  sent  direct  to  Belfast. 


Solo  Makers 
m  of  m 


HALFORD 

AND 

s  OPTIMUS 


AIR  PUMP  DRESSED 
LINES  for  Dry  Fly, 
Wet  Fly  &  Spinning-. 


Absolutely  the 
best  Lines  made. 

Crooked  Lane,  E.C.,  and  Bury  St.,  St.  James'. 

Illmtrated  List  I'ost  tree. 


SALMON  AND  TROOT  FLIES 
TIED  TO  PATTERN 

—A  SPEGIAUTY, 


Best  3  yd.  Tx'out 
Cast,  6d.  ea.olii. 


J.  GILLETT, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle 
Manufacturer^ 
40,  FrrTER  LAKE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
371  ST.  JOHN  STREET  &  108  &  110  ROSEBERY  AVENIK,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Telephone:  1129  Cbntral.  and        Tbleoraphic  Address:  "FiSHOia,  London." 


"^^'Igfeair  11  f  SOUTH  MOLTON  ST.,  W., 


near  Bond  Street 
Tube  Station. 


COMPLETE  SET  OF  LINES  FOR  COARSE  FISHING 


Fop  roach, 
BREAM,  PERCH, 
TENCH,  CARP, 
DACE,  BARBEL, 
&c. 

Fitted  on  Rosewood 
Winder,   with  all 
Accessories. 

Price,  in  best 
quality,  6/6. 


ILLUSTRATED   PRICE  LISTS   POST  FREE. 


BUMSTED'S  !^  SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTOBIA. 


24,  Knig:htsbridgei 
HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 

Works :  Clapiiam  Jcxctio.v  and  Cuovuox. 


Dorchester, 

Jtiae  15//I,  19UG. 

DkaI!  Sir,— Will  you  please  send  me  two  dozen  Fliea  dressed  as  pattern. 
I  must  compliment  you  on  your  fly  dressing,  it  i.s  ^nutcliiess.  I  took  quite 
50  Trout  one  day  on  two  flies  only  (Dry),  which  I  should  say  is  probably  a  lecord 
in  the  annals  of  di^-fly  fishing.  I  particularly  like  the  spread  wings  of  your 
dry  flies. 

Many  thanks  for  your  quick  supplies. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  E.  V.  F. 


"Messrs.  Ogden  Smith's  Dry  Fly  work  is  unsurpassed." 

—The  Fishino  Gazette,  1906. 

DRY  FLIES,  2/6  Dozen. 


To  Tront  and  Salmon  Mm. 
W.  RAMSBQTTOM, 

14b,  North  John  Street,  Liverpool, 

win  be  pleased  to  give  advice,  not 
only  Where  to  go,  and  Hew  to  fsh,  but 
also  the  Best  Tackle  to  use. 

His  World-famed  Rods  in  Split 
Cane  or  Greenheart  for  Salmon, 
Trout)  and  Grayling,  cannot 
be  surpassed. 


Reels,  in  all  sizes,  made  in  Gun- 
metal,  Vulcanite,  Aluminium,  and 
Brass. 


Salmon,  Trout,  and  Qrayllng  PUeB 
dressed  on  the 
Patent  "Parfait"  Hooks. 


Salmon  Flies  of  all  descriptions  kept 
in  stock  or  dressed  to  pattern. 

"Hercules"  Casts  tor  Trout  and 
Salmon  are  recognised  as  the  very 
best  Casts  made. 

WRITK  FOR  PBIOB  LIST, 


l«TAJILI)>«tB 
100  YXAM. 


THE  "FAIRY' 
BEST  SPLIT  CANI 
TROUT  ROD. 

e  or  6  oa.     Stiff  la 
actios,  btaotUolkr 
balancc4.     ahayed  eon 
handle  and  lock  Jatsta 

£4  10  B 

Dry  Fllei  and  TapsMd  Auk 
Caat*  are  otu  tpeeialMM. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 
45,  Jermyn  Street,  St.  J«mes'. 
LONDON. 


TUK    BimaiKG    GABKTTE,    ,JVNK    HO,  M«« 


G.  LiniE  &  Go. 

Pirst-dass  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 


SEA  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY. 

RODS,  REELS,  LINES  AND  BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

m.  LITTLE  A  OO.  HAVE  OHE  OF  THE  LARGEST  STOCKS 
OF  SALMON  FLiES  FOR  ALL  THE  RIVERS  MM 

Sweden, 
Spain, 
Canada, 
Newfoandland, 


Scotland, 
Ireland, 


Ac,  &c. 


Omntlomon  are  ravtresfetf  tm  Inspoct  tho  Stock  anti 
Siylo  of  Orosslngm 

FLIES  DRESSED  TO  PATTERN.     EACH  HOOK  TESTED. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 


THE HERCULES  "  GUT  CASTS 


at  leut  three  timet  longer  than  any  other. 


CATALOCKJE  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.'S  NOVELTIES  KEPT  IN  STOCK. 


63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


HOTEL 

VICTORIA 


Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  -   -  - 

LONDON. 


First-class.  Benowned  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
Ijaths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day. 

GORDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 

Telegrams  :  "  Victoriola,  London.  " 


E8TABLI8HEB 
1857. 


REUBEN  HEATON, 

Fishing:  Reel  Manufacturer  to  the  Trade  only, 

Maker  of  Revolving  Bdngi  for  Rod  Makers  in  Steel,  Phosphor  Bronze,  and  real  A«ata. 
H»ad-iuade  Sportmsm's  Balances. 

Universal  Reel  Works,  Aston,  BIRMINGHAM, 


IREUND. 


Having  fiehed  almost  every  part  of  Ireland  we 
are  in  the  unique  position  of  supplying  the 
most  suitable  tackle  to  gentlemen  going  on  a 
fishing  holiday  in  this  country.  Our  Flies 
cannot  be  surpassed  as  killers.  The  deep  rich  colours  required  in  making  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Plies  have  only  been  produced  by  lengthened  experiments  regardlws 

of  cost.  Our  Brown  Trout  Flies  are  perfection.  Steel  Centre  Cane-built 

Rods,  own  make,  10  ft.  to  12  ft.,  2  tope,  90/-. 

J.  BRADDELL  &  SON,  21,  CASTLE  PLACE,  BELFAST. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTINft. 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,   MOLLUSCA,   CRUSTACEANS,  WATEfl  PLANTS, 
FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS,  &C. 

LAR6EST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  iatormation  •■  Fishery  Matten  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIIS. 

HARRY  SPRECKLBT,  Manager. 


BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CULTURE  ever  published:   "AN  Anqlkr'B  PARADISB,  Anb 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  po«t  free.   "Handy  Gdidb  to  Fish  Cultdrb,"  1/2  post  free. 
1,(M0  Eyed  Ova  aud  weU-made  Hatching  Taak,  carriage  paid,  11/6  ;  or,  600  and  Tank,  7/S. 


/KEATINGS 

v/  MOTH 

NO  5ICKENINQ  .SMELL. 
ABSOLUTR  PRESERVATlVBi 
ONLY   COSTS  A  TRIFLE. 

Tins  3d.,  6d.  and  Is. 


UNEIVAXLED 
PEEVEKTINQ 


A    REFERENCE  BOOK  FOR  FISHERMEN. 

A  FISHING  CATECHISM' 

By  Golcmei  R.  F.  MEYSEY  THOiVIPSON. 

Fcap.  8vo.      3s.  6d.  net. 


London  :  EDWARD  ARNOLD,  41  and  43,  Maddox  Street,  W. 


ON   11  in.  SELECTED    DRAWN    GUT   OR   EYED  HOOKS, 

2/-  per  dozen. 

A  SELECTION  OF  OVER  100  PATTERNS  IN  STOCK  TO  SUIT  ALL  RIVERS, 

Special  Irish  Patterns. 


SEN^O     2/-     FOR     A     SAlVIPlLiE:  DOZEN. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS, 


North  of  England  Rod  Works, 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 
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FOR    ABSOLXJTEIiY  THE 


BEST  RODS, 

LI  N  ES, 
FLIES. 


CHALLENGE  THE  WORLD  BRAND. 

Any  Rod  Maker  is  invited  to  a  test  of  his 
products  against  these  Rods.  See  our  Catalogues. 

The  Original  Durable  Dressing. 

ALSO  LATEST  DRY-FLY  LINES,  with  which 
five  yards  farther  can  be  cast  than  with 
any  others  yet  made. 


SAMPLES  FREE. 


&c., 


FOSTER'S  NATURAL  (Reindeer  Hair)  BODIED  FLIES 

are  tied  more  true  to  Nature  than  any  other  make. 


Used  by  the  highest  living  authorities,  send  to  FOSTER  BROS.,  Ashbourne,  England, 
who  will  post  you^their  large  Catalogue  of.  Rods  and  Tackle,  a  book  every  copy  of  which 
has  cost  over  Is.  3d.  to  produce. 

There  are  two  pages  of  coloured  illustrations  of  Natural  and  Artificial  Flies  therein, 
and  the  book  is  close  [on  a  pound  in  weight.  If  you  are  a  Fly-Fisher  ask  for  the 
Coloured  Plate  Edition. 

Using  our  ''DOVE  DALE  "  ROD,  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  made  the  record  catch  of 

Sea  Trout  in  July  last. 

THE  1"  DOVE  :DALE  "  STEEL   RIBBED  ROD. 


This  is  the  Rod  m.  R.  B.  MARSTON  and  Mr.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL  use.    It  is  of  whole  cane  with  two  greenheart  tops  ;  it  has  all 
modern  improvements  of  value,  including  cork  handle,  lock  joints,  steel  ribbing,  &c.,  &c.    It  is  undoubtedly  the  best  value  yet  offered  for  21  /-. 
It. can  be  had  in  either  two  or  three  parts  at  price  named.    Weight  averages  |  oz.  to  the  foot.    The  Rod  can  be  had  made  specially  for  Roach 
(either  Trent  or  Thames  style),  or  for  Pike,  at  same  price,  viz.,  21  /-.    It  can  be  had^lO^  ft.  at  1  /3  extra  forjeach  additional  six  inches. 

Any  angler  may  test  the  value  of  steel  ribbing  as  a  means  of  stiffening  swoppy  and  weakened  rods  for  himseK  by  sending  bis  own  old  rod  to  be 
ribbed.    Cost  is  but  5/9  for  rods  up  to  12  ft.  (extra  tops,  1/9  each),  over  12  ft.  3/6  extra. 

Rods  are  now  being  strengthened  further  by  us,  by  being  plaited  over  with  a  coating  of  silk  and  then  waterproofed; like  a  line.    See  our  Catalogue 

for  prices  and  particulars. 

THE  "CLIMAX"  CANE-BUILT  STEEL  CRIBBED  FLY  ROD  is  the  best  |two-piece  Fly  Rod  yet  made ;  price,  with  tw© 
tops,  up  to  12  ft.,  65/-. 

THE  HAMPSHIRE  DRY  FLY  ROD— cane  bmlt,  three-piece  Rod — if  made  up  ito  10^;ft.  ;Sprice  37/6.  Cork  handle  and  bayonet 
lock  joints.    Steel  ribbing,  5/9  extra.    Can  be  had  in  two  parts  at  same  price. 

FOSTERS'  FLIES  are  made  for  the  clearest  waters,  and  tbey  have  been  used  over  the  keenest  of  fish  for  the  past  75  years.  Price 
1  /6  per  doz.,  either  eyed  or  on  gut.  We  can  find  fishermen  who  are  ready  to  fish  with  these  Flies,  against  any  professional  fisherman 
using  others,  over  trout  in  clear  waters.  Orders  for  one  doz.,  best  quality,  at  2/-,  are  packed  in  a  metal  fly-box  having  cork  strips 
to  hold  flies.    Orders  for  2i^  doz.,  in  boxes  4J  inches  across  when  shut. 

The  Author  of  THE^ROD  AND  GUN  INglNDIA  writes : — "  I  have  known  your  firm  as  having  a  first-rate  reputation  for  Flies  ever  since 
I  was  seven  years  old,  and  now  I  am  over  seventy." 
A  TIP  TO  FLY  FISHERSm— Try  the  **  NAILER, "  it  kills  better  than  any  Lure  we  have  tried.    The  price  is  5l#.  each. 


FOSTER  BROS. 

MIDLAND  WORKS,  ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 

CATALOGUES   FREE-  'Registered  Telegraphic  Address :    Foster,  Ashbourne." 

AWARDED   THE    ONLY   GOLD    MEDAL,    LONDON,  1904. 
The  above  Rods,  &c.,  may  be  had  in  London  at  HARRODS'  STORES,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
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J  .PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

idoae  to  HOLBOMN),  LONDON,  W.C. 


BEST  SPLIT  CANE  TROUT  RODS.  Double-brazed  Serrated  Ferrules,  Universal  Winch 
Fittiiifrs,  Brazed  Under  Slide,  Hard  Steel  Snake  or  Bridge  Kings,  Cork  Grasp,  2  Tops, 
Lock  Joints,  Division  Kiv^.    10  ft.,  10}  ft.,  11  ft.,  11}  ft.,  12  ft  

BEST  WHOLE  CANE  OR  GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Krazed, 
Cork  Grasp,  Univeisal  Winch  Kittiii^s,  I'.razod  llndcr  •Slide,  Hard  Steel  Snake  Rings, 
Division  Bag   

GREENHEART  OR  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Hard  Steel 
Snake  RitiKs,  Division  Bag     

BEST  GUN  METAL  BRONZED  CHECK  REELS.      21  in.,  7/6  ;  2}  in.,  8/0;  2|  in. 

BRONZED  CHECK  REELS   2  in.,  3/0  ;  2J  in  ,  3/3 ;  2}  in., 

VACUUM  DRESSED  DOUBLE  TAPER  DRY  FLY  LINES  3(i  yds.  5/9 

BEST  FLOATING  DRY  FLIES.    On  Eyed  Uooks    per  doz. 

BEST  WET  FLIES.    On  Gut  or  on  Eyed  Hooks    per  doz. 

BEST  TAPER  GUT  CASTS.    3  yards.   (13  for  12)    each 

EYED  FLY  BOXES,    l-iiied  Cork   each 


SOLID  LEATHER  SEWN  FLY  BOOKS  

OATALOQUES 


GRATia. 


2/0,  2/6,  3/6,  4/6, 


42/0 


22/0 

10/6 
10/6 
3/6 
8/9 

1/6 
1/0 
0/6 
3/6 
6/0 


ANGLO-NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:  COL.  W.  BROMLBY-DAVENVORT,  D.S.O. 

The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  Its  members  in 
everything  affecting  tlieir  interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  Private  Agency  for  Letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members  in 
Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  Fisliing  Rights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  Association  is  In 
a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information. 
For  further  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 

THE  WELHAM    PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

M  ALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown   Trout,  Loch   Leven,  and  Rainbow, 
Roach  and  Perch. 

Agtply,  OOMALD  WALKER,  Managing  Dlraotor. 


C  YCX^IIXrCar  SXJITSS  ! 


CyMjsi^nAee  By  wearing'  our  real  Harris  Tweeds,  Honiespuus.  &c.,  you  may  be 

<>iiic».i  jj.  sg^.jiriug  tiie  three  essentia.]s—SMARTNESS,  FREEDOM, 

and  DURABILITY.   Real  Scotch  Wool.    No  intermediate  piofits, 
FfCGClOITI     •      j'ou  save  25  per  cent.    We  sell  suit  lengths  from  15/9  ;  Ladies  costume 
^— —      lengths  from  16/-. 

□ ■■■•'shili-f«#  NflTF  .  GENT.'S  SUITS,  &c.,  made  up  when  required  in  tirst- 
"'**""'*-y'       A^WiAj.  pjj^gg  g^yjg      ^.gjy  Moderate  Prices. 

OUR   IDEAL  UNr>ERWEAR. 

Iti  Kattiral  Orey,  or  White,  Llama  Wool. 

In  three  weights— Light,  Medium,  and  HeaNT.    No  better  safeguard  from  "  taking  a  chill  "  than 
by  wearing  these  ALL-WOOL  garments  next  the  skin  ;  they  absorb  the  perspiration,  and 
DO  MOT  become  cold  and  clammy  like  cotton  fabrics. 

Write  to-day  for  Patterns  and  Prices — 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  &  SCOTT, 

Langhaiigh  Factory,  Galashiels,  N.R, 


A  GREAT  SUCCESS 


TURNBULL'S 
TRANSPARENT 
'ENVELOPES. 


6d. 

each. 


2/9 

per  I  dozen. 


5/- 

per  dozen. 


Pigskin  Case,  containing  6 

Envelopes    ....  3/ 6 

Ditto,  containing  9  Envelopes  6/3 

Ditto,  containing  1 2  Envelopes  8 /6 

These  are  much  more  convenient 

than  tackle  books. 
Every  Angler  should  have  one. 
Any  of  above  sent  on  approval. 

CATAI.OOVES  FREE.^  <  tST  " 


GREENHEART  RODS 

UNIQUE  RECORD. 

ALL  the  "WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIPS" 

for  long'-distance  Casting-  with 

11  feet 
14 
16 
18 
19 
20 

have  been  won  with 
GREENHEART  RODS. 

Sole  Makers — 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON, 

Gastleconnell, 


^Rods 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

date  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  grenuine 
  KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY, 

For  Immediate  Delivery.  HBREI'ORDSHIRK. 

THREE  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLD  RAINBOW  TROUT 


All  sizes  in  Brown  Trout,  pond  and  stream  reared. 
To  improve  the  quality  and  size  of  Trout,  stock  with  Natural  FoodS. 
Several  varieties  supplied. 
THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisiand.  Pembrldge.  Herefordshire 


THE  WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CO.,  Ltd. 

PETER  QRMROD,  Managing  Director. 

FOR  SALE, 

OVA,     FRY,    YEARLINGS    and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 
BROWN  TROUT,  LOCH  LEVEN,  RAINBOW,  STEEL- 
HEAD,  FONTINALIS.   Also  a  large  quantity  of  Perch. 

Pf/ce  LImt  FroB  on  application  to— 

THE  SECRETARY,  SCORTON,  QARSTAMa,  LAHOASHIRE. 


R.  TURNBULL,  10  &  12,  HANOVER  ST.,  EDINBURGH  ( 


AIJDRESS\ 

IN  pcllJ 


Selected 
Highest 
Quality 


CUT 


In  all  the 
Various 
Thicknesses. 


Undrawn  (Natural)  in  hanks,  as  imported. 

Picked,  undrawn,  Fine  and  Extra  Fine. 

Drawn,   Special  "A"  quality,  in  six  degrees  of 
thickness. 

Casts,  level  and  tapered,  Twisted  Leaders,  Traces,  &c. 

GUT  AND  GUT=UNES  FdR  SEA=FISHING 
A  SPECIALITY. 


N.B.—Only  one  strength  of  Unbleached  Out  left,  viz. 
"Regular"  (medium  trout)  17  inch,  3/6  per  100. 


SEND  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 

R.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

81,  Market  Street, 

MANCHESTER. 


Telegrams  :  "  Piscatoe." 


National  TelepJione  1539. 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


"  The  coat  you  made  for 
me  had  an  exceptiorialh/ 
good  rhristenmg  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  oiit  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  'dry  as  a 
bone:"— J.  W.,  Southsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-OM. 


BURBERRY  WADIN.G  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis'  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

?»,  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


INVALUABLE   TO   THE  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLANTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  -  ENDURING  — 
AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relin- 
bility  to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them— 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


ilfo#e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY  I 
I  GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.'  I 


BURBERRY  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

HaimfaGtiirer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tacltle  snitable  for  ail  parts  of  tlie  f  orM. 

TBir  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Eilght,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  anperloi  to  Split  0»n* 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  osa.  to  13  oia. ;  very  yowertal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fiah  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Qane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  maicb.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Troat. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

Tbla  Reel  Is  oaed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioal 
Rods  and  Lines  to  sott, 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  moat  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

49  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapsrcd  Balmon 

30  and  40  yarda  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

^11  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

Cheae  new  Llnaa  are  far  auperlor  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
ttte  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  allk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dreaslng  whlob  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  toUowlag  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

colonel  (3.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  narvelloui    I  have  no  hesitation  lo 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly  " 
B.  3.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  Is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen  WTien  fatted  »nd  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple.'' 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "Tho  Double  tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  T  hav  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  neve» 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have.'' 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  M.B.  catalogues  free. 

[3] 


iv 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  30,  1906 


Al^GI^SRS'   HOTEX^S,   F'lSHII^G   QUARTERS,  &o. 


LAKE_YYRNWY. 

Best  Trout  Fishing   in  the  Kingdom. 

ONLY  EIGHT  HOURS  FROM  LONDON. 

First-class  Hotel,  Every  Comfort  and  Moderate  Tariff. 
Book  Rooms  and  Boats  now  to  prevent  disappointment. 

Lake  has  been  heavily  stocked  this  year  with  fario  and  rainbows. 

Post  and  Telegraph : 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "sfSSI^K^"^ 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  Average  for  last  Tliree  Seasons :  108  Salmon, 
Free  to  Visitors.     Incluslve  Terms,  10/6  peP  day.  Billiards. 
G.W.  Ry.  via  CARMARTHEN.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


NEW   FISHING  ACQXJIREO. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Loohs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Proprietress. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways.^'' 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM.  SURREY. 

(,ake,  2  mUes  In  circumference,  and  \i  miles 

River.    All  Preserved.     Fine  Fish  in  both. 
Trout  Fishing  on  Stream  has  conimenceil,  and  a 
good  yield  during  season  confidently  expected. 
Coarse  Fishing  commenced  on  .Juno  lOtli. 

Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met 
by  appointment.  Well-appointed  Billiard  Room. 

A  Motor  Char  a  Bauc  service  is  now  inaugu- 
rated to  and  from  I'arnham  and  Hasleniere  via 
this  Hotel,  and  practically  opens  up  an  entirely 
new  section  of  this  delightful  country  to  tli(^ 
travelling  public  at  a  trivial  cost.  Cars  stop  at 
door  of  Hotel  four  times  each  week-day. 

Near  Two  Oolf  Links.    Motor  passes  one. 
Summer  Terms,     guineas  per  week. 
Tariff  on  Application. 
In  consequence  of   increasing  demand  for 
rooms,  an   early  intimation   from  intending 
staying  Visitors  is  advised. 
Telegrams :  Gbiffiths,  Frknsham  Pond,  Chdrt. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nn.  DARTMOUTH,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  all  the  year  round  (no  close  season). 
Boarders,  8s.  6d.  per  day,  Summer ;  78.  (Sd. 
Winter.  Fishing  Free  to  Hotel  Visitors.  In  4^ 
days  in  July,  1905,  two  gentlemen  caught  1,812 
perch  and  rudd,  and  21  pike. 

G.W.R.  week-end  Tickets  from  Friday  to 
Tuesday,  from  Paddlngton  to  Dartmouth  and 
back,  21«.  ^  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 

Longh  Oorrib.  Oo.  Oalway.  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  In  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  Is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  7,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting.  The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly 
by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitti  roomg,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  1  tory.  Boati  always  In 
readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


FREE   TROUT  FISHING. 

The  best  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Drifts  of  two 
and  three  miles  over  splendid  shallows.  Nearly 
70,000  acres  of  deep-water  fishing  for  heavy 
Trout  and  Pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL 

OLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Hotel  under 
English  management ;  Cleanliness  and  modern 
cianforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold  Baths ;  Motor  accom- 
modation ;  Moderate  Tariff.  Grand  Lake  and 
Mountain  Scenery  ;  bracing  air ;  only  4i  hours' 
rail  from  Dublin. 

Descriptive   Pamphlet  free  on  application 
to  the  Proprietor. 


THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Pishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTOM  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
Tackle  and  Waders. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigr,  Anelesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing ;  fine  firm  Sands  for  Bathing ; 
Habbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season  ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  Inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.  W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  retura. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTRELL. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INOHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  PISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Perox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  will  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  commtmicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.         W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  vid,  Chirk. 

SUTHERLA  NOSH  IRE. 

OULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Loohs 
FREE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  Motor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayne's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &c.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires:  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


ULLAPOOL,  ROSS-SHIRE. 

CALEDONIAN  HOTEL 

SPLENDID  FREE  FISHING  on  river  and  six 

lochs ;  boats  on  each.  Brown  and  Rainbow 
Trout.  EXCELLENT  SEA  FISHING.  Boats 
for  Ashing  and  sailing  excursions.  Posting. 
Route — Railway  to  Oarve,  then  Mail  Coach  or 
hire,  or  Steamers  from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig 
and  Kyle.  gbq.  MORRISON,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams:  "CALEDOHIAN,  ULLAPOOli." 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing:  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch,  Yarrow,  Selkirkshire. 

A  Pirst-Class  Residential  Hotel,  beauti- 
fully situated,  and  a  perfect  Angler's 
Resort.  Excellent  Free  Pishing  on 
Lochs  and  Rivers.  Five  miles  of  Megget 
Water  preserved  for  Guests.  Boats  kept. 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Profriet&r. 


DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL 

Under  New  Managhment. 

In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts. 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  River  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature.  The  Smoo  Caf6.  Route :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  Co.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-fumished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  New  Billiard  Room,  Boats,  Vehicles, 
&c.   New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per 
week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«. ;  Daily, 
5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper 
Angling  terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address, 
Manageress. 


TRUE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE. 

Fine  Fishing  Free  in  good  Loughs  ;  also  Sea 
Angling,  Boating  and  Bathing ;  sate  sands. 
Superb  Hotel  Quarters  (like  a  Country  House) ; 
good  table  ;  moderate  inclusive  tariff.  Private 
Golf  Links  attached  to  Hotel,  and  capital  Club 
Course  available  for  visitors  within  one  mile. 
Lovely  Mountain  and  Coast  Scenery.  Trains 
met  at  Glenties  or  Killybegs.  Write  for  photo 
and  all  particulars  to  Mrs.  TALBOT, 

DAWROS  BAY  HOTEL,  ROSBEG 

Co.  DONEGAI.,  IRELAND. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 

GLEN  LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Crianlarich  Hotels.  A  large  extension  ot 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters,  with  two  boats  on 
river  for  Trout.— Apply,  R.  STEWART. 

ALTNAGEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND,  N.B. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  Pishing  in  Scot- 
land. Last  season's  catch,  10,056  Trout, 
3,257 J  lbs.  Particulars  on  application. 
Motor  and  Horses  kept  for  hire.  Petrol 
and  lubricating  oils. 

John  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


ROCK  HODSE  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing,  free 
for  Hotel  Visitors ;  the  only  reserved  fish  • 
ing  in  the  neighbourhood.  Hotel  adjoinf 
strongest  sulphur  springs  and  baths 
Golf. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTOM,  S.  DEVON. 

The  fishing  on  the  famous  Ley,  commencing 
1st  March  until  end  of  November,  coDtainin{! 
200  acres  water  well  stocked  with  Pike,  Perch, 
and  Rudd.  Efficient  boatmen.  All  Bait  found 
Largest  catch  last  season,  99  Pike  In  10  days, 
one  Rod.   Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth. 

Proprietor,  J.  T.  COBLEY. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Laibo,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  "  Good  boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  ^^^^^  ProprieMx. 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHINC. 

Loughanupe,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the 
late  Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant.  First  Class  for 
Families,  Anglers,  and  Tourists.  Good  Boats 
and  Men.   Close  to  best  Salmon  Pools  on  the 

MRS.  MURTAGH.  Proprietress. 


BASSENTHWAITE  LAKE 

CUMBERLAND. 

YE  PHEASANT  HOTEL 


Well  Stocked  Waters,  4  miles  in  length, 
1  mile  in  breadth.  Trout,  Perch,  Pike, 
and  Salmon  Fishing.  Every  comfort 
and  accommodation. —  Write  for  illus- 
trated descriptive  booklet,  post  froa. 

W.  W.  REA,  Proprietor. 
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INSECT 
BITES. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
Midges. 

PRYOB'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS. 

DIRECTIONS.— PoMi  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 


THE 


EFFECT  OF  ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


In  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKEMHAM,  KENT. 

-FECIAL  Agents  : 

HARDY  BROS., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 


HARDY'S  'PERFECT'  REEL 

3-in.,  good  as  new.    Cost  30/-, 
take  Guinea. 

TWO  EATON  &  DELLER  LINES, 

used,  but  good,  7/6  pair. 

FLY  VICE  (large),  FEW  FEATHERS,  &c,, 

8/6. 

FLY  VICE  (small),  and  HACKLE  PLIERS, 

4/6. 

Approval. — Rev.  Douglas,  Dorchester. 


Anglers  who  Spin  for 
Salmon,  Trout,  and  Pike. 

Ppeserved  Dace  and  Gudgreon,  all 

sizes,  in  patent  Lever-stopper  Bottles, 
2/-  per  doz. 

Minnows,  3  doz.,  2/- 

8TANLEY  MEAD,  Henley-on-Thames. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 


Trill    WATKKI'IIIIOK,    SijI'TKN,  an.l 
I'KKSKKVK    \VALKlN(i.  FWIIlN(i. 
WHDOTIXO.   ami   (iOLFlNii  liOOTS, 
rcnderinj?  tliem  impen-ioiia  in  the  wet, 
preventing  euln  an'l  damp  feet 
Ihploma  awarded,  FiBheries' 
Exhibition,  1863. 

  Sold  Medal  Awards— 

tlampie  txr   Cape  Town,  1905,  ami  Naval  and 
poat  3  atamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition,  1906. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  St.jrcH.  4r  ,  ad„ed.,  1  -,1  eiierliox 
PROUT,  25,  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 


T 


ERRIFLY  ,sa 

ERROR   TO   FLIES,  GNATS, 
MIDGES,  &c. 

A.NOLER-O  will  And  this  au  INVALUABLE  AllDITION 

to  their  Outtll. 
1m.  par  boUie,  post  frma  la.  2d. 

8.  W.  DAWSON,   Manufacturing  Chemist 
West  Norwood,  S.E. 


a- jEiJBemr  X.  XI  s . 

Very  large.  9end  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trioie  supplied.— Apply  for  termi  to  J.  T. 
PICKESaOILL,  «4,  Market  Place,  Kelgblejr, 
York. 


^L.  B.  &  S.  C.  RIy. 

ANGLING 

IN  THE 

ARUN. 

CHSAP  TRAINS. 


Every 
Saturday. 

Every  Sunday. 

From 

To 

Pulborough, 
Amherley  and 
Fittleworth. 

To  To 

Fittle-  Pulborough 
worth.  andAmberlcy. 

Victoria   .  . 

P.M. 

3  55 

r.M. 
7  22 

A.M.   1  A.M. 

7    0     8t  5 

A.M. 

8  20 

Clapham  Jnc, 

4  2 

7  30 

7    8  8+12 

8  28 

London  B'dge 

4  0 

7  18 

6  55  8+5 

8  30 

Peckham  Rye 

2  57 

7    7  77  8+13 

New  Cross  . 

3  21 

6  22 

7   6|  ... 

.1.    1  - 

8  16 

t  Commencing  in  June. 

SUNDAY 

DAY 
TICKETS, 

2/6 

:  4/- 

5/- 

For  Full  Particulars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
L.B.&  S.  C.  Rly. ,  London  Bridge.  _j 


PREVENTS 

the  Bites  of 

MOSQUITOES, 
GNATS,  MIDGES 

and  other  RIVERSIDE  PESTS. 

For  years  "  Muscatol "  has  been  con- 
sidered invaluable  by  Anglers  in  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


Send  po3t  card  for  particulars,  or  1/2  for 
SAMPLE   POCKET  BOTTLE. 
Larger  bottles  at  1/9,  3/-,  5/-,  10/6  and  21/-. 

PREFARBD  BY 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 

327,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 


Important  Notloa  to  Anglara. 

"ESCO  WHEAT" 


FINEST    SOFT -GRAINED  QUALITY 
SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


Five  reasons  WHY  It  should  be  used  :— 


BECAUSE  it  is  the  most  killing  bait. 
BECAUSE  it  adheres  to  the  hook. 
BECAUSE  it  is  Arm  and  soft. 
BECAUSE  it  is  regular  in  size, 
BECAUSE  it  is  perfect  in  condition  and 
colour,  and  will  keep  any  length  of  time. 

Prioa  II-  par  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


;4rfd»-e*s.— Manager.  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blackfrlars.  London,  S.E. 


ESTABLISHED  IBIS. 

KING'S 'NATURAL' BAIT 

OK 

KING'S  ROACH  PASTE 

The  most  successful  for  all  fish  taking. 
A  Paste  Bait.  Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 
White  or  pink.   3d.  &  6d.  per  packet. 

cc:rox7exjivi:. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 
Bees'  Wax,  dec.    The  best  DRESSING 
for  Lines  and  Leather  Goods  known. 

Cakes,  6d.  A  Is.  each.  Postage  for  both  extra. 

Of  all  TACKIK  DEALERS,  or  from 
the  JUaher, 

WM.  KING,  Chemist, 
WOODLANDS,  ST.  JOHN'S,  IPSWICH. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH 
WESTERN  RAILWAY. 


QUICKEST  AND  MOST  COMFORTABLE 

ROXTTE  between  LONDON  and 
BIRMINGHAM,  MANCHESTER,  LIVER- 
POOL, IllELAND  AND  THE  NORTH. 


Birmingham,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  Glas- 
gow can  he  reached  more  (|uickly  and  easily  from 
Euston  than  fioiii  any  other  London  Terminus. 

SUMMER  TRAIN  SERVICE, 
July,  Auguat,  and  Septamber. 

Numerous  and  important  additions  and 
improvements  In  the  train  service  on  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  will  be 
made  for  the  summer  months,  including 
new  Corridor  Trains  with  Luncheon  and 
refreshment  cars,  as  well  as  Sleeping 
Saloon  Expresses  between  Euston,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow,  and  the  North,  in  both 
directions. 

Additional  Express  Trains,  with  corridor, 
luncheon,  and  dining  cars,  will  also  be 
established  between  Liverpool^  Manchester, 
and  Scotland. 

New  Express  Trains  for  tourists  and 
families  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Bir- 
mingham, Liverpool,  Manchester,  to  North 
and  Central  Wales,  the  Cambrian  Line, 
Blackpool,  Morecambe,  and  the  English 
Lake  District. 

The  train  service  between  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Halifax,  and  Bristol,  the  West  of  England  and 
South  Wales,  will  be  improved  and  augmented. 

BELFAST  AND  LONDON  via  FLEETWOOD. 
Commencing  June  30th  a  new  Express  Train, 
calling  at  Preston,  Crewe,  andWillesden  Junction 
only,  will  leave  Fleetwood  at  8.6  a.m.  on  Sundays 
in  connection  with  the  steamer  leaving  Belfast 
at  11.40  p.m.  on  Saturday  nights.  The  arrival 
at  Euston  will  be  12.40  p.m. 

THE  ROYAL  MAIL  ROUTE  FROM  ENGLAND 
TO  CORK,  WATERFORD,  AND  KILLARNBY, 
IS  via  HOLYHEAD  AND  DUBLIN. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station,  General  Manager. 

London,  1906. 
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Specially  Eecomieoded  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


FOR  SALE. 

Superior  11  ft.  steel  centre,  split  cane, 

TROUT  ROD, 

with  two  tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle,  new 
condition,  London  maker,  price  28/6.  Also 

BRONZE  CHECK  TROUT  REEL, 

with  new  line,  price  6/-.    Will  send  on 
approval.  —  Address,  "  Pawnbroker," 
 121,  Mayfair,  Ilford,  Essex.  


WANTED, 

ONE  OR  TWO  RODS 

to  fill  up  vacancies  in  a  private  party  on 
the  celebrated  Salmon  Fishings  of  the 
Grimersta,  including  Board  in  Lodge. 
First  vacant  Rod  from  12th  August.  Full 
particulars,  v^ith  previous  bags,  can  be 
had  from  G.  Pople,  Grimersta  Lodge, 
Stornoway,  The  Lews.  


A  First-Glass  Split  Cans 

ROD  MAKER. 


Apply,  by  letter  only,  to  "Rods,"  c/o 
C.  Ri  BuEK,  33,  Noble  Street,  London. 


N  EWTON  STEWART, 

Oo.  TYRONE. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

on  the  Mourne  and  Tributaries  (preserved 
waters),  —  For  terms  apply  to  Mrs. 
Marshall,  Aberoorn  Hotel,  Newton- 
stewart,  Ireland, 


WE5TLET 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


Westley  Richards  beg  to  announcr 
a  new  and  interesting 

Catalogue 

of  High-Class 

Angling  Specialities. 

Part  of  Contents: 

"  Scientific  Rod  Building, 
to  curve  ordinates." 

"Notes  on  Gut,  with  instructive  en- 
larged micro-photographs." 

"Mr.  Halford's  Floating  Flies 
and  May  Flies,  including 
1904  patterns." 

Westley  Richards'  Rods, 

whether  of  Single  Built  Cane,  Double 
Built  Cane,  or  of  Greenheart,  are 
unsurpassed  in  quality  of  material  and 
care  of  construction  and  finish  in 
all  details. 

FLY  ROD, 

as  made  for  Walter  M.  Gallichan,  Esq., 
Author  of  "  Fishing  in  Derbyshire," ; 

"  Fishing  in  Wales," 
and  a  well-known  contributor  to 
The  Field,  etc. 

2-Joint  10  ft.  Built  Cane,  Lockfast 

Joints^  JB5. 
If  with  one  top  only,   JE3  10  0 

This  is  a  stiff  rod  with  silk  bindings 
at  close  intervals  to  secure  the 
proper  pacing  of  the  rod.  The  butt 
is  fitted  with  AGATE  rings,  which 
in  conjunction  with  the  agate  end 
ring  are  a  great  assistance  in  shoot- 
ing the  line. 

Westley  Richards' 

3-Joint  Built  Cane 

Dry  Fly  Rods, 

Lockfast  Joint,  Agate  Rings,  Highest 
Quality,  JB4  17  6 

BADEN-POWELL  FLY  ROD, 

Built  of  split  cane  to  curve  ordinates. 
2  tops  and  top  case    -   JB3  12  6 

Westley  Richards'  "  Silver  Scale  " 

2  -  Joint  Greenheart  Rod.  Best 
Workmanship,  Lockfast  Joint, ^2/6' 

The  "Rezo"  Double  Tapered 
Trout  Line,  35  yards  -    -  11/8 

UNBLEACHED   GUT.  '| 


Casts  from  9d. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Telegrams  : — "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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'Twixt  cSE^^^S 
HUMBERandTWEB) 
TheAngler's  Paradise 


Exodlent  Fishing  ® 
m  in  RIVERand  SEA 


Guide  for  Sea  and  River  Anglers,  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  F.  M.  Walbran. 
Profusely  Illustrated.  Full  information  as  to  Baits  and  Flies. 
Obtainable  from  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Tourist  Office,  Dept.  C, 
87,  Gracechurch  Street,  London,  E.C.or  the  Chief  Passenger  Agent. 
Dept.  A23,  North  Kastern  Railway,  York.   Price  3d.;  by  post,  4d. 
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OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS  AND  MANUFACTURERS  OF  EVERY 
DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  &  LOCH  FLIES. 

The  "Favourite" 

Whole  Cane  Pike  Rod, 

10, 11,  or  12  ft.,  3  Joints,  Cane  Balanced  Handle,  15/6. 

DITTO,  with  2  Greenheart  tops  and  Cork  Grip, 
beautifully  balanced  and  finished,  21/-. 

Sent  on  Approval. 


The  "Tewkesbury" 

Roach  and  Bream  Rod, 

11,  12,  and  13  ft.  (very  light).  Cane  Centre,  Greenheart 
Top,  splendid  value,  10/6. 

LIVE   BAIT  AND  SPINNING  TACKLE. 

LISTS  FREE. 


T  E  B  m  IMi:  O  N I A  ILi . 

Hertford. 

I  am  sending  you  one  of  your  Multum-in-Parvo  Rods  which  I  bought  some  years 
ago ;  it  has  been  a  perfect  success.  I  have  used  it  in  preference  to  cane  built 
rods  costing  three  times  the  money,  and  have  killed  many  two-pounders  on  it. 
,  Please  fit  an  additional  top.— C.B. 


MALGOM  &  CO- 

NO  MORE  HEAVY  WADERS, 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  18/6 

OVER  32   FORK,  21/- 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  40/- 

R.  B.  MARSTON,  Esq.,  says  :  "'These  new  waders  are  a  (jreat  comfort." 

— Fishing  Gazette,  .Hlne  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
(  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stockini;  itself." 

—FiM,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  CBEEN  STREET.  LEICESTER  SljUABE. 

THE  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Gutter 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Can  be  fixed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.  It  is  the  simplest,  there- 
fore the  best. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


NOTE— A  book  that  should  net  be  omitted  from  your  Holiday  Collection. 

By  special  request  a  few  copies  of  this  work  have  been  bound  very  handsomely  in  limp 
leather,  gilt  edges,  and  wide  margin,  price  S/-  net. 

This  book  has  been  most  favourably  reviewed  in  all  the  best  and  leading  literary  and 
general  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  and  America. 

NOW  READY  AT  ALL  BOOKSELLERS  AND  LIBRARIES, 

,Ve!('  Work  by  "  The  Amateur  Angler" 

FISHING    FOR  PLEASURE 

AND 

CATCHING  IT 

BEING  AN  Account  op  Various  Holiday  and  oihee  Angling  Excursions  in  1903,  1904, 

AND  1905,   DESCEIBED  IN  FOURTEEN   CHAPTERS  BY 


SALMON  AND 


E.   MARSTON,  F.B.G.S., 

AND  Two  CHAPTERS  ON 

TROUT  FISHING  IN 

By  E.  B.  MARSTON, 


NORTH  WALES, 


"  Complete  content— the  day  has  brought  it — 
He  fished  for  pleasure— and  he  caught  it."— The  Optimist. 

Cro'wii  8i'o.,  168 ^>p.,  cloth,  gilt  top,  la  lUmtratiom,  printed  on  Chiswick  Press  specially  prepared 
antique  laid  paper,  price  3/6  net.     Also  a  few  copies  boiiiii  in  limp  leather,  5/-  net. 

London:  T.  WERNER  LAURIE,  CLIFFORD'S  Inn,  E.C. 


TRANSPARENT  ENVELOPES 


Fish  Hooks,  "ad^nly^ 

-  Gut  Casts.  ^T/^rcAT?o 
Geo.  Owen,  ,  ^ 

FLORENCE  ST..  BIRMINGHAM.        i-//VfcS,  dEC. 


SAMPLES    A  PRICES 
ON  APPLICATION. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE. 


An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wykrs  Feerbs,  30,  Quai  de  Louvre,Paris. 
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BEWARE 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

of  People  assuming  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Rancer 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Jock  ScotT 


Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  27Y5.  in     Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  -  James  Ogden." 


MIDGE  FLIES. 

Sample  Dozen,  assorted    2/- 

EVENING  FLIES. 

The  *'Beck  Moths"    3/6  dozen. 

NIGHT  FLIES. 

  2/-  dozen 


Bustards 


THE 


WILSON  "  NON-SPLASHING 
MINNOW  CAN. 

(REGISTERED). 

An  article  that  will  be  appreciated  by  all  fishermen 
who  have  experienced  the  difficulty  of  carrying  live 
minnows.  This  non-splashing  can  may  be  strapped 
to  the  waist,  or  carried  in  the  pocket,  it  only 
measuring  6x3}  inches. 

When  carrying,  the  water  splashed  up  is  caught 
bv  the  wire  gauze,  and  dripping  constantly  keeps  the 
water  well  supplied  with  air.  The  tray  which  holds 
the  minnows  is  drawn  up  by  the  wires  and  "just  the 
minnow  you  want"  can  be  picked  out. 

Made  from  strong  zinc  it  is  rustless  and  weighs 
only  about  10  ozs.    Price  4./-,    Postage  id.  extra 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN 

For  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow  | 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  X/6. 
„        „     3      „  each  1/3 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

North  em    Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  NEW  STATION  STREET  LEEDS. 


TREAT 


BOOTS 


YOUR 


WITH 


TRADE  MARK. 


Mars  Oil 

An  Antiseptic  Preservative  for  Leather. 

Fop  all  kinds  of  BOOTS,  HARNESS,  SADDLERY,  BAGS 
and  PORTMANTEAUX,  FISHING  LINES,  &c. 

For  MACHINE  BELTING,  MOTOR  CLUTCHES,  LEATHER 
CLOTHING  and  APRONS. 


THE  ONL  Y  LEA  THER  OIL  USED  in  the  GERM  A  N  A  RMY. 

CLEAN  AND  EFFECTIVE-NO  RUBBING  IN  REQUIRED. 

IN   TINS,   WITH   BRUSH  COMPLETE, 
At  1/-,  2/-,  and  4/-  each,  or  1/3,  2/4,  and  4/6,  post  free. 

The  Mars  Oil  Co., 

10  &  12,  MILTOI<l  STREET,   LONDON,  E.G. 

To  be  bad  of  all  Dealers. 
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(HIGHEST  AWARDS  IN  THE  WORLD,  40  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.) 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING  FOR  THE  LATEST  AND  MOST 
Z^7::Z7ZZuZ:  IMPROVED  ANGLING  SPECIALITIES  P  A„a  to  m. M.,e.ty 

THE  PRINCE  OP  WALES.  ^"^  ^^^^  ITALY. 


GATAL0GUEF1I906  FREEI 

fflg!-  MOTicE  AND  CAUTION.  Lr.:r:.r ri?: 

pretend  to  be  manufacturers)  are  having  our  styles  and  patterns  copied,  and  are 
describing  them  in  their  lists  much  in  the  same  terms  as  we  do.  Our  prices  are 
being  charged  for  these  goods,  which  are  of  very  inferior  manufacture,  and  we 
caution  Anglers  against  them.  Avoid  the  Dealer.  Avoid  paying  his  enormous  profits. 
The  only  safety  is  to  buy  "Hardy"  Rods  and  Tackle,  and  to  buy  them  from  Hardy's 
at  first  cost.  ..^.^.^^^^.^^.^.^.^^^  

See  that  all  Cane=built  Rods  are  branded 

T»  IK  Y  .  IK  ^WSTd^T^  2K  R^^a. 


if  you  want  the  Latest  and  Best  Material. 

UNBLEACMlwf  CUT! 

ALL   WE    HAVE  LEFT, 

5,000  "Refina,"  all  carefully  picked  and  trimmed,  put  up  in  bundles  of  lOO  each     -  3/6 

3-yd.  Casts— No.  355  (FH.),  tapered,  a  fine  dry  fly  cast  each  1/- 

349  X  X  fine  parallel  cast         -      -      -      -      -      -  ,,1/- 

MINNOWS  AND  OTHER  FRESH  WATER  BAITS 

may  be  procured  from  us  as  before  after  JUNE  15th. 


Branches— 


61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

12  to  14,  Moult  St.,  MANCHESTER;  and  5,  South  St.  David  St.,  EDINBURGH. 

HARDYBrosTaLNWICK 
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C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  LI?!' 

10,  Charles  St.,  St.  James'  Square,  London,  S.W. 

FARLOW'S  "  PERFECTMJm&A^  OR  GRILSE  RODS. 

In  Greenheart,  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use  heavy  Rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14  ft.  and  15  ft.,  3 
pieces,  fitted  with  all  the  latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight  ferrules.  We  are  now  able  to 
produce  these  Rods  much  lighter  than  formerly.  In  balance  and  action  the  Rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  im- 
proved principles;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found  to  be  quite  powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  23  ounces,  price  £2  15s.,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  26  ounces,  price  £3  5s.,  with  two  Tops. 


FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES. 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at  will.  The  alloy  used  in  these  Reels  so  hardens  the 
aluminium  that  they  will  stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  weights,  they  are  very 
much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock    ...       3^      3|      4       4i      4^  inches. 

Weight  (about)    9       10^     12      13i     14|  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "  PERFECT"  CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART 

TROUT  ROD. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 

The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  Rods  of  the  same  length  The  play  of  the  Rod  being  con- 
tinued Trom  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement,  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1 10s.  each ;  snperior  finish,  je2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  eacb  Rod.) 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 


Leonard's  Celebrated  American  Split  Bamboo  Fishing  Rods. 

Trout  Fly  Rods,  9  ft  to  10\  ft,^  oz.  to  7\  oz.  each.  Salmon  Rods\U  ft,  15  ft,  d^lB  ft,  about  21  oz.  to  23\oz\each,  in  stock. 


HALFORD'S  NEW  PATTERNS  FLOATING  FLIES. 

The  sizes  recommended  by  Mr  Halford  all  kept  in  stock.  Dressed  from 
patterns  kindly  supplied  us  by  F.  M.  Halford,  Esq.,  and  he  has  examined 
a  set  of  the  Flies  made  by  us  and  signed  them  as  correctly  dressed. 

^x^Im  books  ow  ^ivca-x^xi^o  Kzip-ar  roKt  SuA.x«zi. 

Price  List  for  1906.    250  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 


C.    FARLOW    SC   GO.5    Ltd.    Established  over  eo  Years. 

FISHING    TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Strand  Telephone :  No.  2620  Gerrard.   Charles  St.  Telephone :  No.  2380  Gerrard.   Telegrams :  "  Greenheart,  London." 
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LDIIILETjIIOWELl 

English,  Scotch,  d  Norwegian  Angling  Agents, 

ENGLISH,  SCOTCH,  AND  IRISH 

ISHOOTINCS, 
GROUSE  MOORS  &  DEER  FORESTS. 

Norwegian  Elk  and  Ryper  Shootings. 

Austrian  and  Hungarian  Shootings. 


ENGLISH  &  SCOTCH  ESTATES  FOR  SALE. 


Only  Address : — 

"LUMLEY  HOUSE," 
34,  St.  James's  St.,  London,  S.W. 

(One  door  from  Jeimyn  Street). 


SCOTCH  ANGLINGS. 

RIVER  DEE.— One  and  a  half  Miles  to 

LET  for  autumn  months  ;  good  for  from  20 
to 75 fish,  according  to  season.  CottaKO  included. 

nEE. — BEATS  available  for  summer 
and  autumn  months  ;  with  and  witliout 
residences. 

PIVER  DON.— Beautiful  Section;  cx- 

cellent  House.   Also  Eods  to  Let. 
PIVER  DEVERON.— Important  Seo- 

tion,  famous  for  its  heavy  catches  of  Trout, 
together  with  a  few  Salmon.   Rents — August, 
£25  ;  September,  £50  ;  October,  £50. 
T)EVERON.— Fine  Salmon  andTrouting 

section  for  .September  and  October  ;  £80  for 
whole,  or  would  be  divided  ;  Hotel. 

TJEVERON. — Another  Section,  with  nice 

Cottage  or  large  Mansion  as  desired  : 
excellent  water. 

TJEVERON. — Another  Section,  available 
to  July  25th.    Salmon  and  good  Trout 
Fishing ;  House. 

TWEED  SECTION ;  average  over  100 
fish  in  autumn,  including  one  season  188  fish. 

TVPEED  SECTION;    good  for  60-80 

,       fish  ;  Hotel. 

rpAY.— Magnificent  Sections  to  LET; 

room  for  Eight  Rods  ;  may  be  divided. 
BEATS  to  LET  on  the  TWEED  for 

Trouting  in  Simimer  months,  and  excellent 
Secti6ns  for  Autumn  Salmon  I'isliing. 
AJso  numerous  Trout  Fishings  for  the  Summer 
months,  with  or  without  Lodges. 


IRISH  ANGLINGS. 

IRELAND.  —  15th  September  to  31st 

Octolier.— 100  SALMON  and  from  200  to  600 
or  700  Sea  Trout,  according  to  season  ;  Hotel. 

BEATS  on  the  BLACKWATER,  LEE, 

BARROW,  BOYNE,  OWENMORE,  ERNE, 
SLAUEY,  SHANNON,  &c. 

ENGLISH  ANGLINGS. 

Fine  Sections  on  all  best  English  Rivers. 
■pROME.    Splendid  Private  Section  for 
*■     Season  for  one  Rod,  Rent  £100  ;  Hotel. 
WYE. — Good  Salmonand  Trout  Section 
'  '     near  Hereford  to  Let. 

PIVER  CHURN,  CIRENCESTER.— 

About  Five  miles,  mostly  both  banks,  of  the 
finest  preserved  and  well-stocked  water.  Very 
comfortable  Hotel  just  on  the  water. 


NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS. 

17RAFJ0RD  to  Sub-Let.  —  Rents,  to 
^  end  of  .luly ,  £80  ;  and  from  1st  August  to  30th 
September,  £70.  Good  English  Fm  nished  House 
on  River  ;  and  within  36  hours  of  England. 

POGSTAD  AND  BONAES  BEATS.- 

1st  August  to  14th  September.  Capital 
Farmhouses  on  each  Beat. 
nULA  RIVER.— Tvro  specially  fine 
^  Angling  Sections  on  the  best  part  of  the 
River  ;  all  Fly-Casting  Water ;  good  Farmhouses 
on  Beats  for  August  to  14th  September. 

NAMSEN  RIVER.— WeU  known 
BEATS  on  this  reliable  River,  famous  for  its 
heavy  fish,  for  various  periods  of  the  Season. 
flRKLA  RIVER.-Capital  BEATS  at  very 
low  Rents  from  15th  July  and  from  1st  August. 
CTORDAL  RIVER.-Near  AALESUND. 

For  season  or  at  per  month ;  good  Grilse, 
Sea-Trout  and  Bull  Trout  Fishing  ;  Hotel. 
QTJORDAL  RIVER.  — Two  exoeUent 

Sections  available  for  August^eptember. 
CUNDAL  RIVER.— EAHLE  and 
GRAVEM  BEATS  to  LET  for  July  or  for 
whole  Season  ;  good  House  on  both  Beats. 
ROD  WANTED  on  good  Salmon,  Grilse, 
and  Sea  Trout  Beat  on  the  GULA  for  June,  July, 
August  and  September,  or  for  any  period  ;  rent 
£2«  per  month,  or  less  for  longer  period. 

FLK  SHOOTINGS ;  several  good  Elk 
grounds  to  LET,  with  the  trouting  rights  for 
Septsmber,  in  Norway. 

LUMLEY  ft  DOWELL.  Lumley  House, 
34,  St.  James's   Street.  London,  S.W. 


CANES. 

The  first  consignment  of  the  Season  is 
now  due.  Over  1,000  Choice  Canes. 
Selected,  3/6  each.  Second  Quality, 
2/6  each.    Third  Quality,  1/6  each. 

Brass  Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Rod 
Rings,  Timber  for  building  Rods. 

HENRY  WHITTY,  Cane  Importer, 

BASMETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


GISHURSTINE. 

Tlie  Best  Dubbing  for  Pishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLRSALB  FROM 

Prloe'8  Patent  Dandle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


10/2i,  12/3, 
14/-,  15/9. 

SUIT  LENGTH  BANTRY 
"HOMESPUN"  TWEEDS, 

Variety  of  shades;  pure  wool;  stylish, 
durable ;  unexcelled  for  fishing,  shooting, 
and  golfing  suits  and  costumes  ;  patterns 
free.  Thomas  Copithorne,  Bantry, 
Irelemd. 


WORMS  FOR  TROUT. 

Specially  prepared,  ready  for  use.  Maiden- 
dews  and  Brandling  Worms,  1/8  per  box. 

MAGGOTS. 

Clean  and  freshly  bred.  Very  large.  1/8 
and  2/6  per  box. 

PRESERVED  BAITS. 

Bright  and  tough  preserved  Minnows, 
S]invts,  and  Gudgeons,  1/6  per  bottle. 

J.  E.  MILLER,  19,  New  Station  Street 
(Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t),  Leeds. 


8PR01TST0N,  KBI.SO. 


HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


THE 


BYSTANDER. 

Pvioe  6d. 

Rn  Illustrated  Weekip  Journal 

(Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of  Tke  Qriuahic). 


EVERY  TUESDAY. 


OflSoe:  Tallis  St.,  Whitefriabb,  E.G. 


Artistic_Decorations. 

THE  FOUR  CELEBRATED 
SHOOTINB  SUBJECTS 

After  GEORGE  NORLAND. 

In  Old  Style  Frames,  Black  and  Gold, 

with  Black  Mount. 
Price  2s.  3d.  each,  the  set  9s. ;  or 
2s.  6d.  each,  the  set  lOs.  (carriage  paid) 

in  United  Kingdom. 

Catalogues  free  on  application  to 

GRAPHIC  OFFICE. 
Fine  Art  Department,  190,  Strand,  W.C. 


OEMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  Fob  Cash  only.  One 
gross,  properly  secured,  packed  in  moss 
in  good  bag,  carriage  paid,  for  is.  9d. ;  2 
gross  do.,  3s.  Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdy  Bbos., 
6,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Pario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Pontinalis, 
and  Rainbows ;  also  fresh  water  MoUusca, 
Crustaceans,  May  Fly  Eggs,  Larvse,  &c., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Taken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
HASLEMERE. 


Oo/d  Modal  Naval  anti  Flahoplaa 
Exhibition. 


Hearder's  Specialities : 

366D  INDIA  RUBBER  SAND  BKLS,  aa  supplied 

by  them  to  Mr.  Gken.  3d.,  4d.,  5d.,  and  6d. 
"  CHALLENGER  "  BAITS,  that  caught  16cn't. 

2511).  of  pollock  in  three  days  on  three  rods. 

44.,  Ed.,  and  6d.   Postage,  Id. 
PLANO  CONNEX  minnow,  grandest  lure  lor 

pike,  perch,  bass,  Ac,  1/-  to  3/- 
WIRE    TRACES,  Tungsten  steel,  blue,  Id. 

each  ;  Ditto,  swivelled,  2d.  each. 
Swivel  detachable  boat-shaped  LEADS,  all  sizes. 
Twisted  Gut  PATERNOSTERS,  with  revolving 

booms,  hooks,  and  leads,  1/8. 


HEARDER  &  SONS, 

195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth. 


THEAKER'S 

PLAITED  FiSHINQ  LINES  ARE  WELL- 


KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


Roach   per  100  yards   1  6 

Baubkl      ...  ,,  2  0 

PIKK    ,,  3  6 

Salmon     ...  4  6 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Match  Hshing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
14  inch  gut.  Id.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
2.V.  id.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  is.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
in  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob- 
worms and  Bag,  3s.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINQHAM. 


Birkbeck  Bank 

established  1851. 

2i  per  cent.  INTEREST. 

allowed  on  Deposit  Accounts  Repayable  on 
Demand. 

2  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Current  Accounts  on  minimum 
montlJy  balances  when  not  drawn  below  £100. 

Advances  made  to  Customers,  and  all  General 
Banking  Business  transacted. 

Apply,  C.  r  RAVENSCROFT,  Secretary, 
Southampton  Buildings,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 


PORCELAIN 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  gerjuine 
Porcelain  Rod  Ring  is  attested  by  the 
lesbding  anglers  of  the  day.  List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 


]F.      MX.  .B^A^.B, 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 


GUT  MEBCHAJVT, 


Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 

fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 
BEST  SELECTED  DRAWH  GUT,  3,  i,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6  ;  15 in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/"  Per  100. 
BEST  UHDEAWN  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 

18 in.,  3/- ;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 
GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  aUAlITT,  1  yard,  1/4  ; 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 

100  yards,  1/6 ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3/6. 
BEST  NOTTIKOHAU  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE  TRADB  SUPPLIBB. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to. 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATSON  LYALL&Co.,Ltl 

Land  Agents, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  U 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
GAZETTE. 

The  Leading  Service  Journal 
of  the  British  Empire. 

Price  6d.  By  Post,  6id. 

Offices:  22,  Esbbx  Street,  Stband, 
 London,  W.C. 

BOOTH'S  '97  Light  Roach  Rod 

Three  joint,  balanced  handle,  cane,  lancewood' 
top,  snake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings  ;  best 
bag  ;  lightest  Rod  used.  IO4,  11,  and  12  feet, 
5/4,  6/10,  6/6.   Carriage  4d. 

WALNUT  REEL,  3  in..  Brass  St.ir  back.  Lac- 
quered Knob  Plates,  2/2  ;  3i  in.,  3/-.  Optional 
Check,  1/6  extra. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  OUT  (per  100),  20  in., 
3/9.    First  Quality. 

DRAWN  3X  GUT,  IG  and  17  in.,  3/10  and  4/- 
pvr  100.    March  9th.    New  Gut  worth  6/-. 

WALNUT  SEA  REEL,Bra8S  Star  back  Spindle, 
Oval  Knob  Plates,  5  in.,  5/6 ;  ^  in.,  7/6 ; 
Optional  Check,  1/6  extra.  ; 

BOOTH'S  LINE  GUARD  (Registered)  8d. 
and  6d. 

SEA  FISH  ATTRACTOR,  3/6. 

BOOTH,  Fishing  Rod  Maker,  Paragon  St.,  HULL. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

Anglers'  Depot 
19    NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 

TROUT  FLIES 

SEND  YOUR  FLIES  NOW 
TO  BE  DRESSED  TO 
PATTERN.  ALSO  SEE 
WHAT  IS  WANTED  IN 
YOUR  FLY  BOOK. 

Torkshire  Flies  will : 
kill  in  all  Hivkrs, 

Price  1/9  doz. 
On    Hair,  Out,  or 
Byed  Hooks, 

REPAIRS    OF    ALL  KINDS. 


IL.OOK!  IL.OOK: 

BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 

The  Best  early  BAIT  for  Trout  and 
all  kinds  of  Coarse  Fish  is 

THE  CADDIS  GRUB 

Half  pint,  1/3,  post  free. 
TU17AirT7P    2,  BROAD  MARSH, 

inriAA-Jln,  Nottingham. 


RICHARD  WHEATLEY&  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Makers, 
WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,  skilled   or   unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisli  Angling :  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henby  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 
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SAMUEL  THOMAS  &  SONS,  Lm 


^Wlioles£i.le  Only* 


Telegraphic  Address:  "THOMAS,  BEDDITCH.' 


Establialied  18SO. 

Telepbone:  No.  38  Bedditch. 


Ma&ufactarers  of  FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  HOOKS,  FLIES  aod  TACKLE  of  eY^y  Description. 


THREE  FIRST 

PRIZES, 
MELBOURNE, 
1881. 

LONDON, 
1862. 


ONLY  FIRST 
PRIZE, 
SYDNEY, 
1880. 

PARIS, 
1878. 


GEEN'S 

"SWIMMER  "BAIT. 

Hie  word  "  THOMAS  "  is  a  guarantee  of  the  Highest  Quality. 


The  only  life-like 
Artlficial. 

Ask  for  the  THOMAS  Ineomparable  Speelalities. 


SPECIALITIES  FOR   THE  SEASON. 

151J  T.  THE  THOMAS  BROOK  ROD,  a  perfectly  balanced  Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  with  the  Thomas  Incomparable  May 
Ply  on  the  Flag  Brand  tapered  Cast ;  should  be  included  in  every  up-to-date  Angler's  Outfit. 

221  T.  THE  THOMAS  SPECIAL  THREE-PART  SEA  ROD,  whole  Cane  and  Greenheart,  two  tops,  with  the  Thomas 
ombination  Sea  Reel,  No.  400  T,  and  three-boom,  spring-end,  straight-pull  Paternoster ;  should  be  used  by  every  Sea  Angler 


Dealers  should  send  for 
Our*  N'ew  Hlustx*£iitecl  GcL'taXo^^G,  it  contaiixis 
every  Fisliin^  Requisite. 


LN  THE  PLEASANT 
SUMMER  TIME 

wlicii  the  days  are  bright  and  sunny 
and  tlie  world  is  lookin;^  its  fairest, 
it  is  always  annoyln;^  to  have  one's 
enjoyment  of  the  golden  hours  clouded 
by  sonic  of  those  petty  ailments,  which, 
while  they  are  not  generally  regarded 
as  very  serious,  nevertheless  give  rise 
to  many  painful  sensations  and  much 
depression  of  spirits  quite  out  of  har- 
mony with  the  most  glorious  time  of 
the  year.  Frecpient  attacks  of  indiges- 
tion, "  livorishness,"  heaiJache,  poor 
appetite,  a  heavy,  tired  feeling,  and 
similar  indications  of  irregular  action 
of  the  stomach  and  digestive  organs, 
are  quite  sufficient  to  rob  life  of  its 
pleasure. 

BEECHiM'S 


PILLS 


are  specially  prepared  to  correct  all 
such  irregularities  of  assimilation  and 
digestion.  These  pills,  taken  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions,  will  at  once 
relieve  and  strengthen  the  weakened 
organs  and  gently  remove  all  obstruc- 
tions to  their  healthy  action.  That 
they  really  accomplish  this  to  perfec- 
tion is  proved  by  the  experience  of 
thousands  of  people  in  whose  house- 
holds BEECHAM'S  PILLS  are  a  well 
tried  family  medicine.  The  purified 
blood,  sound  digestion  and  clear  head 
that  follow  the  use  of  these  pills  again 
make  life  worth  living.  If,  therefore, 
you  want  to  feel  up  to  the  mark  and 
remain  in  prime  condition  throughout 
the  summer,  take  BEECHAM'S  PILLS. 
They 

WILL  KEEP  YOU  PRIME. 

Sold  everywhere  in  boxes, 
price  ^/^  (56  pills)  &  2/9  (168  pills). 


CLUE  YOUR  EYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  Edition  of 
"HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT 
AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 

By  H.  G.  McClelland  (Fully  Illustrated), 
is  now  ready,  and  can  be  had,  by  sending 
2/4  in  stamps,  from  the  Managbe,  Fiskin§ 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London.   


CfrOO 


Anglers  and  others  are  recommended  to  joiiroey  by  tiw 

GREAT     CENTRAL     RAILW^A  Y. 

They  will  find  it  RAPID  TRAVEL  IN  LUXURY. 

Eaoh  Ezpreu  i.  Vestibuled  and  has  a  Buffet  Car  attached  available  for  First  and  Third-Class  Passengers 

The  Londan  Express  Trains  centre  on  Sheffield,  branching  therefrom  westward  to  Mancheater. 
dObain,  Stalybridge.  Stockport,  Warrington  and  Liverpool ;  northward  to  Huddersfleld,  Hahfax, 
Bradford,  Leeds  and  V'oik  ;  eastward  to  Doncaster,  Grimsby,  Hull  and  North  Lincolnshire. 

Crou-Couatry  Expresses  and  Through  Arrangements  with  other  Companies  are  a  distinct 
ftoture  oC  the  Great  Central  serrioes.  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Sheffield  are  linked  up  by 
cor»i4or  trains  with  Lincoln,  Harwich,  Lowestoft,  Norwich,  and  the  Great  Eastern  system. 

Keweaatle,  Sunderland,  Durham,  York,  Bradford,  Huddersfleld,  Rotherham  and  Sheffield  are 
provided  with  through  trains  vui  Nottingham,  Leieester,  Banbury  and  Oxford,  to  aad  from 
Southampton,  Bournemouth  and  the  South-Western  Line. 

TICKBfS  are  Uiued  in  advance  at  all  offictt,  and  by  Messrs.  Dean  <t  Dawson,  the  Company's  Agents. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

ANGLERS  SHOULD  VISIT 


WEYMOUTH, 
EXETER, 
DAWLI8H, 
DARTMOUTH, 


THE  NOTED  SEA   FISHERIES  OF 

(  SLAPTON  LAKE,  S 

)  PLYMOUTH,  ( 

)  LOOE,  ( 

)  POLPERRO,  / 


FOWEY, 
MEVAGI8SEY, 
FALMOUTH, 
PENZANCE. 


ALSO  the  NUMEROUS  FISHING  STATIONS  on  the 
UPPER   RSACHEiS   OF    THE  THAIVIES. 


TOURIST  ana 
WEEK-END  TIOKET8. 


DIRECT  ROUTE  to 

PRINCIPAL  FISHING  STATIONS. 


For  full  particulars,  send  a  poaioard  to  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Paddingtun  Station,  W. 

JAMES   Ci    INGZiIS,  General  Manage*. 


GAMABE'S  FOR  all  fishing  requisites 


3  joints,  1  top,  swell  grip,  bronzed  uniTerMl  whioh  fittings,  10  ft.,  10^  ft.,  and 

2  tops,  double  brazed,  cork  grip,  broaead 


GREENHEART  FLY  RODS, 

11  ft.,  5/6,  with  2  tops,  6/6. 
THE  "GAMAGE"  POPULAR  GREENHEART  FLY  ROD, 

universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  lOJ  ft.,  and  11  ft.,  10/6m 
THE  "DEE"  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD,  fitted  with  oork  handle,  universal  fittings,  specially  mad* 
ferrules,  2  tops,  9^  ft.,  10  ft.,  10^  ft.  and  11  ft.    This  is  •  new  Scotch  Bod,  built  specially  for  us ;  the  balaaoa  is 
perfect,  and  is  a  really  first-rate  Rod  for  all-round  trouting,  25/- 

ENQLISH  BUILT  OANE  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  2  tops,  hollow  landing  handle  to  hold  tops,  10  ft.  and  10^  ft., 
20/.,  11  ft.,  22/.. 

THE  "  DAMAGE"  CHALLENGE,  SUPERIOR  QUALITY,  ENGLISH  BUILT  OANE  ROD, 

2  tops,  double  brazed  lock  joints,  cork  grip,  universal  fittings,  hollow  handle  to  hold  tops,  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  32/6m 
Known  to  every  sportsman  ;  confidently  recommended  as  the  best  value  in  split  cane  rods  before  the  public. 

THE  "DAMAGE"  OAST,  3  yards,  best  drawn,  tapered,  all  sizes,  6<f,  eaoh. 

TROUT  FLIES,  to  gut,  all  patterns,  //-  per  doz.    DOUBLE  WING  FLOATING  FLIES,  1/9  do«. 

SUPERIOR  SALMON  FLIES,  from  lOll,  each.    Angler's  own  patterns  tied  at  the  shortest  notice. 
Lurge  Assortment  of  ALLCOCK'S  OELEBRATED  LIGHT  TROUT  RODS  in  stock,  weights  from  4  om. 
FisHin^  RequilBltea  Catalo^ae,  pose  rree. 

A.   IV.  GAMAGE,  LTD.,  HOLBORM,  LONDON,  E,C. 


TlIK    FISHING    (JAZJCJ'JJC,    ./l/A/0    HO,  1006 


WmBARTLEET&SONS, 

Manufacturers  of  High= 
Class  Fishing  Tackle 

fAot    ^^'^  (Wholesale  only)  ^  ^p^f 

FOR    ATuT^     PARXB    OF"    nTHE  WORX^O. 


The  two  most 
Popular 
Spinners 
of  the 

present  day. 

'Anglers 
should  secure 
these. 


Made  in  r>  sizes 


The  "RICHMOND"  Spinner. 
Made  in  3  sizes  (Pateiit 

RODS,  REELS,  LINES  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

MANUFACTORY-  Establiahed  17SO.    '  » 

ABBEY  MILLS,REDDiTCH,EKi!LuiD. 


The  latest  thing  in  Reels 


A  CASTING  REEL,  MADE  OF  STRONG  BUT  LIGHT 
ALLOY,  WITH  A  DRAG  OR  BRAKE  UNDER 
PERFECT  CONTROL. 


PATENT    NO.  16938. 

All  the  bearings  and  check  action  are  made  of  Hardened 
Steel  and  Gun  Metal. 

MAMUFAOTUREO  SOLELY  BY  . 

HY.  MILWARD  &  SONS,  LTD. 


HIGHEST 


WADERS 


tNT*  JT»  HALL  * 


Well  Cut.       Perfect  Fitting. 
Comfortable. 

FISHING  TROUSERS. 

Nos.  1  &  2  GOLD  MEDAL 
QUALITIES,  recommended  for 
Hard  Wear.    Prices,  52/6  and 
^7/6  per  pair. 

Ordinary  Qualities,  for  Medium  Wear, 
32.  6  and  26/6  per  pair. 

W.  F.  F.  G  ,  Montrose,  referring  to  our  No.  1 

Trousers,  writes :—"  They  are  the  BEST  for 
WEAR  I  ever  had." 

FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Nas,  1  &  2  GOLD  MEDAL  QUALI. 
TIES,  recommended  for  Hard  Wear 
Prices,  J5/-  and  31/6  per  pair. 

Ordinary  Qualities,  for  Medium  Wear,  2t/- 
and  16/6  per  pair. 

J.  C.  E  ,  Esq.,  St.  Asaph,  writes :—"  Send 

me  a  pair  of  your  Fishing  Stockings.  I  had  ray 
last  waders  of  you  about  five  years  ago,  and 
they  have  worn  excellently." 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD., 

India  Rubber  Manufacturers, 

City  :  Weal  End  : 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G.  I  58  &  59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackie  Manufacturers, 
37U  ST.  JOHN  ST..  and  108  &  110.  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.C 


Telegraphic  Address  :— "  FISHOIG,  LONDON." 


Telephone :— 1129  CENTRAL. 


WEST  ENDiBRANCH-11,  SOUTH  MOLTON  STREET,  W. 


Near  Bond  Street  Tube  Station. 


Telephone:— 650  MAYFAIR. 


coarse:  fishim^o  outfits. 

THE  LARGK.ST  AND  BEST  UOTSE  IN  LONDON. 


RELIABLE  C90DS  MADE  BY  PRACTICAL  WORKMEN  UNDER  PRACTICAL  SUPERVISION. 


THE   "CLUB"   ANGLER'S  ROD. 


No.  1 — Cane  butt  and  joint,  1  top  for  Koauh,  Bream,  &c.,  shorter  top  (or  ledgering.  Well 
finished.    Price  4/6. 

Ko.  2. — High-class  spinning  and  general  rod,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  balanced  handle,  snake  rings, 
greenheart  tops.   Price  10/6. 


NOTTINGHAM  REELS. 


NEW  PATTERN  FOLDING  METAL 
NET  FRAME. 


Straight  back. 
3  in.,  2/6  ;  3iin.,  3/3  ;  4  in.,  3/9  ;  i-i  in.,  4/6. 
Star  back. 

3  in.,  3/8;  3i  in.,  4/-  ;  *  in-,  5/-  ;  H  in.,  6/-. 

Fitted  with  adjustable  check,  plate  handles  ; 
high-class  finish. 

Bickerdyke  Guards,  fid.  extra. 


QPEH 

Fitted  with  waterproofed  net,  complete,  2/6. 

SEXJ>  FOR  NEW  ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE   POST  ITREE. 
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